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No HORSE HAS RUN

A FASTER BEYER IN 2023 THAN

— - —
Plioto. Adan Cogli

CHamPION 2YO EcHo Zulu

CaamrioN EcHO ZULU ROMPS
IN THE HONORABLE Miss (G2)
AT THE SPA, WINNING BY
7 1/4 IN A HAND RIDE

224,240, Gala Lil S-R

4 z%?jngﬁa_t_ulatioqs to Ec-ho Zulu’s connections:
: ~ .+ Owners: L & N Racing LLC
SIC [G 1@11d Winchell Thoroughbreds LLC
nn |].§reé({iérs:!Betz/]. Betz/Burns/ CHNNHK/
EL, $3( ' Magers/CoCo Equine/Ramsby
Ncl 4, ‘Hall of Fame Trainer: Steve Asmussen

0), etofllialal: $410,711). :
pe?wi dmiave. ﬂ‘

Inquiries to Rebecca Nicholson or Tom Hamm
859.873.7053 - www.threechimneys.com
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Rai ny Season. Toofareastiswest (right) leads

everybody home in Thursday’s wet finale for trainer
Mike Trombetta and jockey John Velazquez.

Here&There...In Saratoga

License Plates of the Day

(Stacie Benes edition)

88 BYER, Washington, D.C. ZENYATA, Washington, D.C.
NDN CHLY, Washington, D.C. RUFFIAN, Washington, D.C.

Racetrack Shirt of the Day

Uncle of Baby Shark

By The Numbers

1: Hall of Fame trainer to visit The Special’s office Wednesday.

1: NYRA CEO walking around the paddock Wednesday afternoon
inviting children to come in the paddock. We hear it’s a daily oc-
currence and can’t applaud it enough.

1,000: Career wins for trainer Brian Koriner after Thursday.

18,127,050: Handle in Canadian dollars for Sunday’s 13-
race King’s Plate Day card, surpassing the previous record of
$18,005,974 and up significantly from last year’s Queen’s Plate
Day handle of $13.6 million.

65: Text messages received by The Special’s Sean Clancy from
the moment Awakened won the Grade 1 Jonathan Sheppard until
the second race was official Wednesday.

1: Woman being carried out of the paddock (to keep her shoes
dry) in the rain Thursday afternoon. Chivalry isn’t dead.

146: Horses in the Fasig-Tipton August Digital Sale. Bidding is
open. Closes at 2 p.m. Tuesday.

Worth Repeating

Fan 1 (early morning): “How’s it goin’?”
Fan 2: “Good. | haven’t lost any money yet.”

Names of the Day

The Reds, fifth race. This one’s
for you, Tom, and Dave Grening.

Shop Liftin, sixth race. The
2-year-old filly is by Into Mischief
out of Miss Shop.

< O
. O¢ Ds1O
Conversing, 13th race. The 3-year-

old colt is out of Texting.

Archivist, first race, Sunday. The 2-year-old filly is by
Preservationist.

Love Thyself, first race, Sunday. The 2-year-old filly is
by Solomini out of Miss Narcissist.

Factually Correct, eighth race, Sunday. What we
strive to be every day. Strive.
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Here&There...In Saratoga

Worth Repeating

“I was going to put my notebook in the fridge and put my sandwich on my desk.”
The Special’s Joe CGlancy

“How come | haven’t been in Worth Repeating yet?”
Declan Molloy, frequent delivery assistant and racing fan,
after his younger brother Seamus made it in the Aug. 8 edition

“I don’t know about rolling, but we’ll keep it.”
Trainer Rudy Rodriguez, when told to “keep it rolling” last weekend

“Is that the Oxy Clean guy?”
The Special’s Samantha Loud when other members
of the team were discussing baseball legend Willie Mays

“And we’re the counselors.”
The Special’s Tom Law, after Saratoga was compared to summer camp

“Where’d you go last night? | can spot it a mile away.”
Trainer Bill Mott to a late-night reveler on the morning after

“I didn’t need a project.”
Trainer George Weaver with laid-back Labrador puppy Kingsley

“I miss taking photos.”
Tod Marks

Connie Bush to Sean Clancy after he said The Special missed her photos Seeki ng Shelter. Photographer Adam Coglianese stays dry — sorta — during Thursday’s card. Don’t

“I was all over the jump race.” worry, he moved by the time the horses got there.

Owner Lee Einsidler Thursday morning

“l used the three horses | liked and you.”
Dick Knapp to trainer Bill Mott about Wednesday’s finale
won by the 17-1 Mott-trained Cherokee Cottage

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“We called it, ‘On Parade. ” “It's preﬁy cool. Three Triplq Crown race winners,
Todd Wyatt about hacking around the backside and the champion 2-year-old coming together for the Travers.”
with his old boss Tom Voss after winning a race the day before Todd Pletcher, who trains the 2-year-old champion,

“Bring your kid to work day.” acting like a racing fan for a minute

The Special’s Tom Law as Joe and Nolan Clancy arrived at the office Thursday

“If Lillian’s was open, we would close it.”
Retired trainer Phil Gleaves to The Special’s Sean Clancy
after winning the Grade 1 Jonathan Sheppard Wednesday

“This is a gift to us.” 800-523-8143

Trainer Mertkan Kantarmaci after Evvie Jets won the Ballston Spa Thursday

ANDREW J. TURRO, EsQ.
Chair, Equine & Racing Law
516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com ia

WOODSLANE FARM

Lauren and René Woolcott

. Representing owners trainers, breeders, jockeys, Breeder of Belmont Stakes and Sword Dancer
rivers and horsemen associations in business transactions an .
matters before the New York State Gaming Commission ChamplonS TONALISTand SADLER,S JOY

and in the federal and state courts.

Best of luck to ALL runners at Saratoga!
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THEY'RE
COMING IN
WAVES...

AapxeQq

Amidst Waves after Saratoga’s Ship Cadet takes the
Bolton Landing Stakes Skidmore at Saratoga

Midshipman — he’s been a top five
juvenile sire in 2023 and is the only
stallion with multiple two-year-old
Stakes winners at Saratoga. Just imagine.
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With George Weaver

George Weaver knows the difference a year
makes.

“Everything is in perspective,” the trainer said.
“Everything has evolved.”

And everything is better.

A year after Weaver’s wife, Cindy, suffered a se-
vere brain injury, the Weaver barn is back in full
force. They’ve won nine races from 35 starts for
$702,600 at Saratoga this summer. Crimson Advo-
cate won the Group 2 Queen Mary at Royal As-
cot, one of nine stakes wins for the stable this year.
Cindy traveled to England to watch Crimson Advo-
cate and is now at home, watching their horses run
and offering insights to George, including how My
Sweet Affair had warmed up a few weeks ago (she
was right). And a Labrador Retriever puppy named
Kingsley bounds around the barn.

Yeah, life is different.

Weaver walked his Horse Haven shedrows with
The Special’s Sean Clancy Friday morning.

Pass The Champagne: The daughter of Flatter won the Grade
2 Ruffian in May. “Need | say more? She’s good, we were going to
run her in the Ballerina, but she got sick. That happens in this game
sometimes. Bad timing. We’re still trying to make the Breeders’
Cup Distaff with her. Maybe prep her in that race at Gulfstream or
Keeneland. She’s always been super talented, and we were very
happy she won the Ruffian this year, it was a well-deserved graded
stake win. A pleasure to be around and a real pleasure to watch
breeze, whew, ‘That’s what a good one looks like.” ”

Sturdy: A $200,000 yearling purchase, the bay colt has posted 10
breezes at Saratoga this summer. “Unstarted Mitole colt. And he is
sturdy. Still figuring it out.”

Crimson Advocate: The daughter of Nyquist won a head bob
at Royal Ascot June 21. “The champ. She’s high on our list of fa-
vorites right now. Going over there and getting the job done. When
one does something like that for you, you look at them like, ‘You
just did that for me?’ | sent her over to Patty Hogan (New Jersey
veterinarian and rehab specialist) for a little bit, she’s an April baby,
April 30 actually. Traveling-wise, it kind of knocked her down a
little, backed her out of the tub, she didn’t have that good feeling to
her. She came back great. She’s really doing good. We're trying to
make the Breeders’ Cup with her. | expect that we will, but | always
say trying because I'm a horse trainer. Might just go straight in, |
don’t want her to run huge off the bench and then regress. There
are limited spots for 2-year-old fillies running on the grass. We're
looking forward to seeing what she can do this fall.”

Sacred Wish: A $50,000 purchase at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic
2-year-old sale, the daughter of Not This Time nearly pulled off
a shocker, finishing second in the CCA Oaks before fading to sev-

enth in the Alabama. “Another nice filly. Head scratcher last time
in the Alabama. Same thing at Pimlico. | don’t know if it's nerves.
What's that wrestling term? She just tapped out at the half-mile
pole. Maybe she just came back too quick after running too big.
Horses are fickle. She’s got a little bit of nerves from time to time.
We’ll probably try her on the grass because she worked really well
on the grass. She’s a sweetheart to be around.”

Amidst Waves: Two-year-old daughter of Midshipman ran her
win streak to three with a score in the Bolton Landing. “Anoth-
er one of our potential Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprints. She’s
3-for-4 now and won nicely the other day. She was working with
Crimson Advocate down there at Palm Beach Downs. Crimson was
better than her on the dirt, but she kind of moved up. She was a
little nervous early and she’s learned to be a racehorse since then.
It'll be interesting to see how the rest of their ‘23 goes.”

Miss Domina: A $170,000 purchase from the Fasig-Tipton Mid-
lantic 2-year-old sale, the 5-year-old daughter of Dominus has
banked three wins in 14 starts. “We’ve had her for ages. She likes
running at Saratoga. She ran well here last year and won a race
here this year.”

Boston Strong Mama: Bred, owned and trained by Weaver, the
2-year-old daughter of Mshawish just missed by a head in her de-
but at Belmont Park July 8. “This is my horse right here. She’s a
full-sister to the one who went down with Cindy. She’s named after
Cindy since she spent a good portion of last year in Boston trying
to come back. She’s in Sunday. She’s OK. | ran her against the boys

for maiden 40 first time out, she finished second. It’s been really
hard getting spots for these horses. I'm running her a mile, I'm not
sure that’s what she wants to do but we’ll find out Sunday.”

Riviere: The 3-year-old daughter of Bolt D’Oro finished fourth at
Belmont and sixth here. “Scratched (Friday). Another horse who
has suffered from off the turf. We ran her once off the turf and it
was horrible. Looking to get in a grass race.”

Elite Prospect: Purchased as a yearling, the bay colt has posted
three breezes over the Oklahoma this summer. “Nice Nyquist colt.
Has not started. He’s more a fall horse. Probably run in October.
He’s closely related to Elite Power. If he can be half as much horse
as that one, we’ll be all right. Trying to take those little steps, one
of these days I'll get the urge to see what we’ve got. But not yet.
Building a foundation.”

Arteta: A $170,000 purchase at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old
sale, the son of Take Charge Indy finished fifth here July 15. “Quick,
quick horse who ran earlier in the meet. He got caught chasing and
paid the price. Hopefully he’ll rebound this meet.”

Feltrinelli: A $250,000 purchase at Fasig-Tipton Select Sale at
Saratoga, the 2-year-old colt made his debut after the Stable Tour.
“Running (Friday). Uncle Mo colt. Off the turf. We like him. This
horse could be all right. I've always had the impression he was
a little better on the grass, but we’ll see today.” He finished third.

Continued On Page 8
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“These purse increases reflect the sustained growth of the
New York-bred marketplace while also rewarding owners
already invested in the program.”

-Frank Gabriel, NYRA Sr. VP of racing operations

In 2022, of the 2,589 races run in New York, no fewer than
800 were restricted to NY-BREDS, including 60 stakes races
(MORE THAN ANY OTHER STATE-BRED PROGRAM).

PURCHASE A REGISTERED NY-BRED AT UPCOMING
YEARLING AUCTIONS IN SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER
AND GET WITH THE $60 MILLION PROGRAM!

ADAM COGLIANESE, ANDI DANEGELIS PHOTOS ©

OPEN-COMPANY PURSES AT SARATOGA

RACE NON-NY-BRED
MSW ... ... .......5136,500 ..... $105,000
1STLEVELALW ....$149,500 ..... $115,000
2ND LEVELALW ...$156,500 ..... $120,000
3RD LEVELALW ...$162,500 ..... $125,000

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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Stable Tour —

H Continued from page 6

Legends Can’t Die: The gray/roan colt stood
proud and tall in the back of his stall. “The white
ghost. He won at Belmont the day Cindy got hurt.
I’'m in the hospital watching on my phone, first
time out, it was a little bit of a ray of a nice mo-
ment on a horrible day.”

No Nay Mets: The Irish-bred colt owns two
stakes wins from three starts. “Another part of
the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint. We got
scratched off the turf the other day, he might
have been able to win that race, but I just want-
ed to keep my eyes on the ball for the Breeders’
Cup. Even if he would have won it or handled it,
if 1 come in the next day and he’s busted up, I'd
have been like, ‘For what?’ Colonial on Sept. 9 is
the next thing on the horizon. They have a race at
Keeneland if that didn’t pan out.”

Aggelos The Great: The New York-bred
2-year-old finished third in his debut here July
28. “Coach [Rick] Pitino’s horse. Ran third early
in the meet. Big, City Of Light colt. He’s fast for
a big horse.”

Main Event: The Grade 3 winner has finished
fifth twice here this summer. “Ran a couple of
times in the three other than, set the pace and
he’s just not able to hold in the stretch as well as
we were hoping. He won the Kent the day before
my wife got hurt. Nice horse. Real classy, beau-
tiful-moving Bernardini colt. | told those guys
yesterday, ‘OK, we were using speed and running
that way last year but it’s not working as well this
year.” | think we’ll take the blinkers off him.”

Today’s Flavor: Purchased for $80,000 at the
Fasig-Tipton New York-bred sale, the son of Lao-
ban won four in a row this winter. “A real talented
New York-bred, had a great winter. Caught a real
salty allowance race here. Under pressure, on the
lead, once again. The lead is great when it’s the
right way. When you’re under pressure, it takes a
really good horse to overcome that.”

Good Lord Lorrie: The son of Hard Spun is
1-for-1 after a debut win here Aug. 12. “This is
a 2-year-old we really like. Won first time out. He
kind of teetered back and forth with his works
and | thought he was going be quicker with his
gate work, so it took us longer to get to the races.
Probably Kentucky Downs for him. He can run.”

CGumberland: Son of Classic Empire has notched
a second and third in four starts. “This horse has
suffered from the turf season being screwed up.
He never gets to run. | put him in for (today) just
because he needs to run. He’s a big heavy horse
and he’s not the most willing work horse. He ben-
efits from running once a month.”

Let’s Go Big Blue: The New York-bred sold at
Fasig-Tipton New York-bred sale for $120,000
and came back to sell for $200,000 at the
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old sale in 2022.

Owned by Bill Parcells’ August Dawn Farm, he
was disqualified from a win in the Rick Violette
Stakes last week. The gray gelding lounged in the
round pen Friday morning. The two-time winner
is in the fifth race Wednesday. “Coach’s horse.
He’s been running well here. Initially when he got
DQ’d, | thought it didn’t look fair, | didn’t see con-
tact. | know there’s a drift, but | don’t really feel
like Irad (Ortiz) lost momentum and in my heart, if
| had to bet my life on it, his horse wasn’t getting
by, even if my horse stays straight. But the stew-
ards aren’t listening to my heart. If | was on the
other end, obviously I'd be happy about it, take
what you can get in this game, but | don’t like
taking horses down who are legitimately the best
horses in the race. At the end of the day, we got
the thrill of winning, we just didn’t get paid. I'm
kind of stuck now, that was his Derby. Straight
3-year-olds, New York-breds. He ran really big.”

Brocknardini: A two-time Fasig-Tipton gradu-
ate, the daughter of Palace Malice won her debut
here Aug. 2 for Thomas and Daryn Brockley. “En-
tered in the P. G. Johnson for Wednesday. Kind of
a surprise. She really wasn’t ready to run when
we ran her. | tried to claim one the day before
and he wasn't eligible to claim, so | thought run
her and get him eligible to claim. She won, there
you go. It reinforced my thought that fitness is
overrated. If you’re in the right spot with the right
horse, don’t worry about how fit you are, you’ll
win.”

Let It Ride: The $260,000 graduate from the
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale hasn’t run
since a win at Aqueduct in April. “Can you believe
they got that name? This is a nice horse. Just
got beat by Scotland. Came back and broke his
maiden at Aqueduct. | do like him. He just came
back in. He’s got a turn of foot. That’s what | like.”

Modica: The $250,000 purchase at Fasig-Tip-
ton Kentucky July made his debut here. “Hard
Spun horse who was fourth first time. We’ll try to
get him back in at the meet on the grass.”

Please Advise: The bay colt won his debut at
Belmont in June before missing in two stakes.
“He ran fourth at Monmouth. | sent him over to
Woodbine and he got a bad trip. Bought him for
20 grand because he was out of Randy Hill’s old
mare, Amansara, that family is good. | looked
online, saw a picture as a short yearling. He’s pi-
geon-toed but, hell, he’s paid his way.”

Noble Wave: The son of Noble Mission has fin-
ished fifth in all three tries. “Owned by the sweet-
est guy, Dr. Robinson. Watch the replay of his race
at Monmouth.”

Team Captain: The $450,000 yearling breezed
3 furlongs here Aug. 21. “A relatively expensive
Candy Ride colt who just came in. | like him. |
don’t know how far my string goes here, | might
start giving you a Bruce Brown tour.”

Theforcebewithyou: “This is a half-sister to
Dorth Vader. She wasn’t sweating in Florida, so
they sent her up north.” Weaver looks at a Rocket
Ship Racing webbing. “OK, | know that’s not me.”
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In Tune

Champion Forte,

classic winners

line up for 10-furlong Gr. 1 stakes

BY JOE CLANCY AND TOM LAW

Forte didn’t say it, but you could
almost hear it. Right along there with
Johnny Cash’s “Ragged Old Flag”
coming through the speakers on Mil-
itary Appreciation Day at Saratoga
Race Course, the Travers Stakes fa-
vorite made his case while paddock
schooling Thursday morning.

“I get up early in the morning . . . I
go to sleep every night . . . I don’t fret
the Derby and can’t wait to make it
right . . . I did not make it to Baltimore
... Cause I'm the champ and there’s
still time on this tour.”

Two-year-old champion of 2022,
St. Elias Stable’s and Repole Stable’s
Forte clashes with Kentucky Derby
winner Mage, Preakness Stakes win-
ner National Treasure and Belmont

TRAVERS STAKES PREVIEW

Stakes winner Arcangelo — plus Grade
1 winner Tapit Trice, Grade 3 winner
Disarm and fresh contender Scotland
— in Saratoga’s signature race Satur-
day. Worth $1.5 million, the 1 1/4-
mile summer classic is the 12th of 13
races on a card with four other Grade
1 stakes. Post time for the Travers,
first run in 1864, is 6:11 p.m.

None of his opponents were there
Thursday morning, but Forte won
paddock schooling.

Qutfitted in black blinkers, four
white polo wraps and white bell boots
on his front feet, the bay Violence colt
leaned into a D-bit, lip chain, white

Continued On Page 12

Tod Marks

Two-year-old champion Forte meets all three classic winners in today’s Travers Stakes, the

highlight of a 13-race card with five Grade 1 stakes.
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Travers —

M Continued from page 10

noseband and leather halter. In stall sev-
en, eyes toward the Sea Hero statue, Forte
waited as trainer Todd Pletcher placed a
saddle towel and pad just so and buckled
an elastic girth. Pletcher patted his horse
on the belly, the shoulder, then the chest.
Forte just kept staring.

As the soundtrack gave way to Bruce
Springsteen’s “Born in the USA,” Forte
walked a small circle with a few other
horses in front of the stalls, then took
a lap of the entire paddock. Each step
produced a little more bow in his neck,
a little more jigging, a little more energy.
Pletcher watched and smiled.

In the Grade 2 Jim Dandy at Sarato-
ga July 29, Forte caught Saudi Crown in
the final ards to prevail by a nose and
become the Travers favorite even in the
presence of the three classic winners.
Forte breaks from the rail for Irad Or-
tiz Jr., aboard for all nine prior starts.
Pletcher called the Jim Dandy another
step forward. Two half-mile breezes on
the main track Aug. 10 (:48.33) and 19
(:50.50) tightened whatever bolts were
even slightly loose.

“I think he’s actually put on a few
pounds since the Jim Dandy,” he said.
“All the heavy lifting was done getting
to the Belmont and then it was fresh-
ening him up for the Jim Dandy. Now,
it’s just been kind of maintenance stuff
leading into this. Twenty-eight days be-

“He’ doing great,” said the Hall of
Famer. “The thing that’s really impressed
me is just physically how he’s developed.
As an early 2-year-old I was wondering if he was
going to be one who would stay a little narrow, stay
thin, and he’s just truly, physically developed into
a specimen. You sometimes have champion 2-year-
olds who kind of stay the same size and shape that
they were as 2-year-olds where he’s made that tran-
sition.”

The 7-5 favorite on the morning line, Forte won
four of five starts last year to claim the Eclipse

Enjoy locally owned,

Arcangelo walks on the ring at trainer Jena Antonucci’s barn Friday mroning.

Award as champion juvenile male and came into
2023 as a subject of most Kentucky Derby conver-
sations. Wins in the Fountain of Youth and Flori-
da Derby at Gulfstream Park kept the talk flowing
right up until the morning of the Kentucky Der-
by when regulatory veterinarians scratched Forte
because of a bruised foot. The decision upended
Forte’s schedule and sent him to the June 10 Bel-
mont Stakes. In his first start since April 1, going 1
1/2 miles, he finished second to Arcangelo.

One With Life Organic Tequila!

Now available at Siro’s. |

One With Life is the official tequila
of Hudson River Farms LLC.

Tod Marks tween races, a couple of half-miles and
he should be ready. We’ve done the hard
part. It’s just wanting to keep him happy
and healthy.”

Forte and his Pletcher-trained stablemate Tapit
Trice paddock schooled Wednesday morning, with
Forte returning Thursday for a second session.

“We did it just yesterday with Tapit Trice be-
cause he was pretty quiet,” Pletcher said. “[Forte]
will get on his toes a little bit, get on the muscle
and sometimes push you around when you’re sad-

Continued On Page 14
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SANTA ANITA

The thrills don’t stop at Saratoga. In fact, they only get bigger. This November, experience
a celebration like no other at Santa Anita Park for the 40th running of the Breeders’ Cup
World Championships. Indulge in the excitement with 14 incredible races on the track,
along with Michelin-star dining, champagne gardens, and live music.

Secure your tickets today for an experience that’s truly A Breed Apart.

BREEDERSCUP.COM/TICKETS
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Travers —

M Continued from page 12

dling him so it’s just to help with that.
To me, two things that really work
in racing are paddock schooling and
standing at the gate. It’s therapy that
you can see concrete results from, so
we do it. It’s two more things to take
care of.”

Pletcher hopes Forte and Ortiz
take care of the rest in a field with
two front-running types in National
Treasure and Scotland. Forte, Arcan-
gelo and Disarm are primarily stalk-
ers. Mage came from deep in the field
when second (to Forte) in the Florida
Derby and even farther behind in the
Kentucky Derby. He was closer to the
pace when third in the Preakness and
second in the Haskell. Tapit Trice’s
wins in the Tampa Bay Derby and
Blue Grass came from off the pace.

“On paper it looks like there are
two speeds,” said Pletcher, who seeks
his third Travers win. “To me, what’s
trickier is who wants to be third,
fourth and fifth. We want to break,
secure position going into the first
turn and go from there.”

Tod Marks

Kentucky Derby winner Mage gets his look right for the Travers.

On a three-race winning streak,
Arcangelo (5-2) and Javier Castellano
break from post two for trainer Jena
Antonucci and Blue Rose Farm. Cas-
tellano has been the regular rider of
the Belmont winner and Derby win-

ner Mage, and was still pondering his
Travers choice when the Mage camp
enlisted Luis Saez.

“T tried to wait a little longer,”
Castellano said two weeks ago. “I
wanted a couple more days and they

said they couldn’t wait. But they were
patient with me. Luis Saez rode the
horse before and they wanted a com-
mitment. He couldn’t ride him in the
Derby because of his commitment to
Tapit Trice and that’s why I picked up
the horse. We won the Derby, we cel-
ebrated, it was great. Arcangelo is a
good horse. They’re both competitive
horses, really good horses. Arcangelo
is getting better all the time and I'm
excited to ride him.”

Owned by Whisper Hill Farm and
Gainesway Stable, Tapit Trice (12-1)
takes post three for Jose Ortiz while
adding blinkers.

“He showed in the Blue Grass that
he’s certainly capable,” said Pletcher.
“Maybe the blinkers will dial him in
a little bit, and he can just get into a
steady rhythm. I know the mile-and-
a-quarter suits him. He’s just got to
get it done.”

Mage (4-1) steps into post four for
trainer Gustavo Delgado and OGMA
Investments, Ramiro Restrepo, Ster-
ling Racing and Commonwealth. Fla-
vien Prat picked up the mount when
Saez suffered a dislocated collarbone
and broken wrist in a fall Wednesday.

Continued On Page 16
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Grade 1 Maryland-Breds

T -
< — S -

Multi-millioniare AWAD won in 1997
Maryland-bred, Maryland-sired

Millioniare SHINE AGAIN won back-to-back
runnings in 2001 and ‘02

H. Allen Jerkens S

Over the 30-year history of the G1 King’s Bishop, now the Grade 1 H. Allen Jerkens, KING’S NEST set a
stakes record winningitin 1988, HOUSTON won it in 1989, and THE BIG BEAST captured the 2014 running.

-

Maryland—breds run with the best. Look for them in the winner’s Marylgn d Horse.
circle at race tracks all over the world. Watch for them at the sales. MarylandThoroughbred.com
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Travers —

M Continued from page 14

California-based National Trea-
sure (8-1) won the Preakness Stakes
on the front end and was sixth in the
Belmont. Trainer Bob Baffert takes
the blinkers off the Quality Road colt,
who breaks from post five for John
Velazquez and the ownership amalga-
mation of SF Racing, Starlight Racing,
Madaket Stable, Robert Masterson,
Stonestreet Stable, Jay Schoenfarber,
Waves Edge Capital and Catherine
Donovan.

Disarm (8-1, Joel Rosario) takes
post six off a fourth in the Jim Dan-
dy for owner/breeder Winchell Thor-
oughbreds and trainer Steve Asmus-
sen.

LNJ Foxwoods homebred Scot-
land (12-1) ran away with the Curl-
in Stakes here July 21 for trainer Bill
Mott, who taps Junior Alvarado from
post seven.

The 2023 Travers marks just the
third time three winners of that year’s
Triple Crown races are in the field,
along with 1918, 1982 and 2017.

History suggests anyone not named
Mage, National Treasure or Arcange-
lo might win, since none of the classic
winners from those three memorable
renewals came through in Saratoga.

Trivia nuts on the grounds — in the
backyard after waiting all night to
make a mad dash for the picnic ta-
bles or high up in the air-conditioned
comfort of The 1863 Club — will be
impressed to know that Sun Briar,
Runaway Groom and West Coast

Tod Marks
Tapit Trice adds blinkers and tries to win his
second Grade 1 stakes.

Tod Marks
Scotland ran away with the Curlin Stakes at
Saratoga July 21.

vanquished their classic-winning foes
in the Travers. And perhaps more
impressed to realize that Extermina-
tor, War Cloud and Johren in 1918;
Gato del Sol, Aloma’s Ruler and Con-
quistador Cielo in 1982; and Always
Dreaming, Cloud Computing and
Tapwrit in 2017 couldn’t deliver in
Saratoga’s 10-furlong test.

None of that history really matters
to this year’s runners, who all take a
unique path to the Travers.

Antonucci will attempt a similar
feat pulled off by Nick Zito when
he sent out Birdstone to win in 2004
without a prep race between wins in
the Belmont Stakes and Travers.

Arcangelo shipped to Saratoga
shortly after his 1 1/2-length win over
Forte and Tapit Trice in the Belmont,
which came four weeks after he won
the Grade 3 Peter Pan. The son of Ar-
rogate will have 11 weeks between
starts this time, all by design.

“We left wiggle room throughout
it,” Antonucci said of the stretch that
included five breezes between nine
and 12 days apart. “We watched the
weather and if he needed time here or
there, what not. We left wiggle coming
through it. We used up a lot of wig-
gle having to wait for some weather.
Those are the nights that are harder
where you’re like, ‘Come on weather
gods, work with me here a little bit.’
Especially this year. Those would be
more nerve-wracking moments.”

Arcangelo turned in his last Tra-
vers work Aug. 16, going 5 furlongs
in 1:01.63 under Castellano. He
trained from there with a usual diet
of gallops on the main track after the
first break, passing through the picnic

Continued On Page 18
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CHALLENGE

dsERrRIES |

WIN AND'YOU’RE IN

BREEDERS’ CUP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS +« NOVEMBER 3-4, 2023 - SANTA ANITA

BREEDERS’ CUP CHALLENGE SERIES

Win a Challenge Series Race and earn free entry into the Breeders’ Cup World Championships.

UPCOMING NORTH AMERICAN CHALLENGE RACES

Race Name BCWC Division Region

Del Mar Handicap Presented By The JRA Turf

Sept 2 DMR FanDuel Racing Pacific Classic Classic

Sept 2 DMR Green Flash Handicap Turf Sprint

Sept 2 Jockey Club Gold Cup Classic

Sept 2 The Flower Bowl Filly & Mare Turf

Race Date Track
Sept 2 DMR

Sept 9
Sept 9
Sept 16
Sept 16
Sept 16
Sep 30
Sep 30
Sep 30

Kentucky Downs Turf Sprint
Kentucky Turf Cup

Johnnie Walker Natalma Stakes
Ricoh Woodbine Mile

Summer Stakes

The Vosburgh

Ack Ack Stakes

Awesome Again Stakes

Turf Sprint

Turf

Juvenile Fillies Turf
Mile

Juvenile Turf
Sprint

Dirt Mile

Classic

Visit members.breederscup.com to view the remaining 2023 Challenge Races through October.

Pre-Entry closes Monday, October 23

MEMBERS.BREEDERSCUP.COM - RACING@BREEDERSCUP.COM - (859) 514-9422
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Travers —

M Continued from page 16

area and to the paddock most mornings with Anto-
nucci alongside on the stable pony.

Arcangelo went for a roll or two in a round
pen outside Antonucci’s barn on the Oklahoma
side every morning after training, all under the
watchful eye of the stable’s canine mascots Lucy
and Nando.

“Now it’s him resting well, eating well and hav-
ing his quiet time,” Antonucci said after Arcange-
lo wrapped up his last bit of training Friday. “The
next 24 hours is his time more than anything else.”

Antonucci gained headlines when she became
the first female trainer to win an American classic.
Now she bids for a similar result in the Travers.

“It’s pretty cool,” she said. “It’s an absolute hon-
or to be a part of the mentions. Not the ‘and also
there’s this one running, with this said trainer’ type
of thing. That’s a shift obviously. He’s done that
work to get us here and I’m just trying to stay out
of his way.”

The connections of Mage take a similar relaxed
approach into the Travers.

Trainer Gustavo Delgado and son and assistant
Gustavo Delgado Jr. shipped the son of Good Mag-
ic from Monmouth Park to Saratoga shortly after
he finished second in the Grade 1 Haskell Stakes
July 22. He prepped for the Haskell with the rest of

Tod Marks
Disarm (and Scott Blasi) head to the Travers off a fourth in the
Jim Dandy. The Grade 3 winner adds blinkers.

Team Delgado’s string at The Thoroughbred Cen-
ter in Lexington.

Mage won the Kentucky Derby over 17 rivals
in his fourth start, before a third behind National
Treasure and Blazing Sevens two weeks later in the
Preakness. His connections skipped the Belmont,

regrouped and aimed at a summer campaign with
the Travers the main target.

Delgado, who saddled Paola Queen to a 55-1
upset of the 2016 Test Stakes, has spent every sum-
mer in Saratoga since he moved his training opera-
tion from his native Venezuela to the United States
in 2014.

“He likes it here, better than in Kentucky,” Del-
gado Jr. said last Saturday, after his father kidded
with him shortly after Mage turned in a 6-furlong
work in 1:15.66 on the main track. “He knows
more people here. He has this going on and that’s
going to dinner with friends, a couple barbecues,
cooking.”

Mage’s team hopes to cook up an upset in the
Travers, although it won’t quite be to the tune of
Paola Queen or even his 15-1 price in the Derby.
The Delgados are optimistic the almost five-week
stint in Saratoga will benefit Mage.

“He’s acclimatized to the track here,” Delga-
do Jr. said. “It’s better. That’s one thing we real-
ized, the last two races we were only getting there
Wednesday or Thursday to run on Saturday. It al-
ways takes a little bit. Now we’ve been here awhile.
You can see not much difference, but there is a little
help there.

“Pm pretty certain he’s going to show up, be-
cause he’s feeling good. Whether the other horses
are doing better or not, we’ll see. It’s going to be an
exciting race. I'm looking forward to it to be hon-
est. It’s what horse racing is all about.”

Sunday, Aug. 27

Featuring six NY-bred stakes races.

When you wager through NYRABETS.com more money
is returned to New York horsemen and the New York
Thoroughbred Breeding & Develpment Fund to continue
growing the naton’s best state-bred program.
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ki - ANISETTE (GB) highlighted a trio of
| ! [ ) '" #EclipseFilles stakes wins in as many days
] J' } I ._) in the G1 DEL MAR OAKS.
SISTER OTOOLE repeated in the
-
A ..5.‘1.‘1'15 OF THEIR OWN

CTT & TOC STAKES and
GOLDEN CANARY beat the
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boys in the SOARING FREE
at Woodbine.

Lald ¢ WUELLY 2, o

BRAL RE BelMar

3x GRADE 2 HONEYMOON S., Sar ita
2x GRADE 2 BLACK-EYED SUSAN S. lico
2x GRADE 2 SHUVEE S., Saratoga

2x GRADE 2 EDGEWOOD S., Chu

2x GRADE 3 BOURBONETTE OA

2x CALIFORNIA OAKS, Golden

2x LUTHER BURBANK S., Santa R

2x SUNCOAST S., Tampa Bay Downs

2x SWEET LIFE S., Santa Anita

2x UNZIP ME S., Santa Anita

GRADE 1 ACORN S., Belmont

GRADE 1 ALABAMA'S,, Saratoga

GRADE 1 AMERICAN OAKS, Santa Anita

GROUP 1 AUSTRALIAN OAKS, Randwick Racecourse
GRADE 1 BC JUVENILE FILLIES TURF, Santa Anita

GRADE 1 GAMELY S., Santa Anita
GRADE 1 LA TROIENNE S., Churchill Downs
GRADE 1 VANITY S., Santa Anita

GRADE 2 BELDAME S., Belmont
GRADE 2 DEMOISELLE S., Aqueduct
GRADE 2 SAN CLEMENTE S., Del Mar
GROUP 2 QUEEN MARY S., Royal Ascot
GRADE 3 FRANKEL S., Santa Anita

,___./
GRADE 3 PEGASUS F&M TURF, Gulfstream Park
GRADE 3 SARATOGA OAKS INVITATIONAL, Saratoga

GRADE 3 SELENE S., Woodbine THOROUGHBRED | PARTNERS

Click to learn about Eclipse racing partnerships or contact: eclipsetbpartners_com
Aron Wellman Jack Sadler Sean Tugel

(310) 968-9559 (803) 920-9005 (859) 940-0456 n /eclipsetop 9 @eclipsetbp
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com Sean@eclipsetbpartners.com
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Tod Marks

Katie Davis, here aboard Thursday winner Alterina, gets a Grade 1 chance in the Forego.

First Time

Jockey Davis gets first Grade 1
opportunity aboard High Oak

BY SEAN CLANCY

“If this horse runs, he’s yours.
You’ll go places with him.”

That’s how Lee Einsidler described
the opportunity to Katie Davis when
she picked up the ride on High Oak.
She’s ridden the Bill Mott trainee
twice, an eighth in the Elusive Quality
on the turf at Belmont Park in May
and a second in an allowance race on
the dirt here July 29.

The 4-year-old colt lines up as a
30-1 shot in today’s Grade 1 Forego,
the seventh race on the Travers card.
For Davis, that’s going places. The
31-year-old mother of one and win-
ner of 277 races makes her Grade 1
debut. And don’t worry, she told Ein-
sidler. Well, sort of.

“I think we’re going to a Grade
1,” Einsidler said to Davis last week.
“Have you ever ridden in a Grade 1?”

“Yeah, I think so,” Davis said.

FOREGO STAKES PREVIEW

“We’re in it. We’re going for it,”
Einsidler said. “You’re going to ride
your second Grade 1.”

Davis went home, thought about
it some more and couldn’t sleep all
night.

“I was like, ‘I've never ridden a
Grade 1. I feel bad, I just lied to him,” ”
Davis said.

Davis tracked down Einsidler the
next morning.

“Lee, I lied to you. I'm so sorry,”
Davis said. “I rode a Grade 2 at Bel-
mont and finished second. I didn’t
ride a Grade 1. You’re the first.”

“I knew it,” Einsidler said.

They laughed.

Davis told the story outside the
jocks’ room Friday afternoon.

Continued On Page 22
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Investing in the present
to raise the future.

Brown Advisory is proud to support the global equine
community and its beneficiaries.

BrownApDviSORY WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM
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SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023 THE SARATOGA SPECIAL




Forego —

H Continued from page 20

“I ride every race like it’s just another race,” Da-
vis said. “It’s exciting.”

And, of course, daunting.

High Oak won his first two starts including the
Grade 2 Saratoga Special in 2021 before losing his
next seven. The bay colt is the longest shot in the
five-horse field, a chasm away from 1-2 favorite,
High Oak’s stablemate Elite Power and 6-5 second
choice Gunite.

Owned by Juddmonte, Elite Power rides an
eight-race win streak into the $500,000 stakes. The
son of Curlin won five races, including the Grade
2 Vosburgh and Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Sprint, on
his way to being crowned champion sprinter last
season. This year, he won the Grade 3 Riyadh Dirt
Sprint in Saudi Arabia, the Grade 2 True North and
Grade 1 Vanderbilt. Irad Ortiz Jr. rides from post
three.

Gunite owns eight wins in his 18-race career and
just missed by a head to Elite Power in the Vander-
bilt at Saratoga July 29. Trained by Steve Asmussen
for Winchell Thoroughbreds, the son of Gun Run-
ner has two wins and three thirds in five starts at
Saratoga. Tyler Gaffalione rides from post two.

Pipeline, 12-1, breaks from post four for Chad
Brown. The 5-year-old son of Speightstown seeks
his first stakes score in his 12th start and adds pace
depth to the 7-furlong stakes. Flavien Prat replaces
the injured Luis Saez.

Synthesis completes the field at 20-1. Owned
and trained by David Jacobson, the 7-year-old has
lost three straight stakes tries, including two behind
Elite Power. Manny Franco rides from post five.

“It’s a cool story,” Davis said.

Davis has been a cool story this summer at Sara-
toga.

She’s won six races from 53 rides to crack the
top 15 in the deepest jockey colony in the country.

Married to jockey Trevor McCarthy, Davis took
off from May, 2021 to Sept., 2022, to give birth
and care for their daughter, Riley. Davis came back

to ride here last summer, finishing sixth on Diva
Banker for Ray Handal.

“I wasn’t sure I was going to ride again,” Davis
said. “I just said we’d take it one day at a time.
Maybe I don’t want to do it, I didn’t know that
answer until I rode my first race back. When I did,
it was game over. I knew it wasn’t my time yet. It’s
been a struggle, but I’ve got a lot of family help.
Riding has not been a struggle.”

Davis won two races last year and 15 races be-
fore Saratoga this season. She came here with real-
istic expectations and has rocked them.

“Going into this meet, I was helping Ray gal-
loping and I said, ‘Come Saratoga, I know it’s go-
ing to be tough, and I’ll just come in and breeze a
couple and go home with Riley.” She’s going to be
2 in December. And I told my agent Joey (Miglio-
re), ‘Listen, if I could win one, just to check it off
my list...just find me one winner, that’s it.” He said,
‘Katie, one?’ ” Davis said. “I know how tough it is
and there goes one, there goes two, there goes three

Continued On Page 24
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(More Than Ready - Song of Bernadette)

CATHOLIC BOY

IMPRESSIVE WINNER OF THE TRAVERS (G1) BY 4 LENGTHS

defeating GOOD MAGIC, MENDELSSOHN, VINO ROSSO, etc.

First crop 2-year-olds = S\
include debut winnerss S8
Barbratina, Catholic Gal, &
stakes-placed Lady d"Oro

ClaiborneFarm.com

CW BermeSams 85998?2330 '. Eligome Tl T
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ll CHURCHILL DOWNS

2023 September Meet
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 14 - OCTOBER 1

IROQUOIS (GllII) .

“Breeders’ Cup Dirt Dozen” @
Runs Saturday, September 16

Closes August 30
$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF
Two-Year-Olds
1 Mile

LOCUST GROVE (GlII) 2)

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30
$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF
Fillies & Mares, Three-Year-Olds & Up
11/16 Miles

POCAHONTAS (GIIl) %)

“Breeders’ Cup Dirt Dozen” =~
Runs Saturday, September 16

Closes August 30
$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF
Fillies, Two-Year-Olds
1 Mile

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED
SOCIETY %)

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30
$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds & Up
6 Furlongs

OPEN MIND (Listed) (%)

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30
$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Fillies & Mares, Three-Year-Olds & Up

6 Furlongs

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES %)

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6
$175,000
Includes $65,000 from KTDF
Fillies, Three-Year-Olds
11/16 Miles

[

BOURBON TRAIL

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6
$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds
1 3/16 Miles

HARRODS CREEK

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6
$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds
7 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (GllI) %)

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6
$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF
Fillies, Three-Year-Olds
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIIl) )

“Win and You're In Dirt Mile Division”

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13
$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds & Up
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (Gll) %)

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13
$500,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds & Up
11/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP ()

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13
$200,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF
Three-Year-Olds
1 Mile (Turf)

Powered by Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund

Ben Huffman, Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary:
502.638.3820 « ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork, Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 « dan.bork@kyderby.com

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE KHRC

Tod Marks

First and second in the Vanderbilt, Elite Power (left) and Gunite line it up again in the Forego.

Foreyo —

H Continued from page 22

and it’s been six. Really cool. I didn’t
expect it. Those are the best kind.”

Davis, the fifth of six children of
former jockey Robbie Davis and his
wife Marguerite, fell for horses first
but waited to become a jockey until
2013. Older sister Jackie started in
2008 and has won 863 races. Little
brother Dylan started in 2012 and
has banked 1,218 winners.

Grade 1, Davis shrugged.

“This is going to be fun. I'm not
actually nervous about it, I know my
horse,” Davis said. “These horses are
monsters, but hey, if they want to
take each other on up front, be my
guest, I'll come late.”

Hey Katie Davis, what do you like
the most?

“I enjoy the fans, being able to con-
nect with them and drag them along
with my journey. It’s not an easy one
but they love it and I love it, too.”

“I wanted to ride be-
fore Jackie and Dylan.
When we moved up here
in 2003, my neighbor
had horses and we hit it
off, we just started rid-
ing. Jackie played a cou-
ple of sports and Dylan
liked his dirt bikes,” Da-
vis said. “This is what I
love to do. ’'m going to
give every horse the best
opportunity possible. If
they don’t want to ride
me back, that’s OK. A
lot of people doubted
me. I keep knocking
on the door. My whole
career has been about
doubters, but I’ve made

them believers.”

Tod Marks

As for riding her first High Oak exits a second here July 29.
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Waitlist
DELIVERING By NOT THIS TIME
Sire of Two Champions
s I R E and 5 G1 SWs in 1st Three Crops

SN A FEEs gy Out of Grandessa, by SCAT DADDY

llluminare

By CITY OF LIGHT

Sire of SIX SWs in His 1st Crop

Top 10 Freshman & Second Crop Sire

Out of multiple SW I STILL MISS YOU

Goodstone

By GOOD MAGIC

Leading 2nd Crop Sire, Sire of SIX GSWs,
including Kentucky Derby-G1 winner MAGE

Out of Joyeria, by MEDAGLIA D'ORO

2022 HAMILTON, LLC

Crossfield
Includes By MITOLE
FOUR 2YO COLTS Eclipse Award Champion Sprinter,

Third Leading 1st Crop Sire

Out of Waltzing, by CANDY RIDE
Trained by

TODD PLETCHER e

™

CenTENNIAL FARMS

888-606-7223 CENTENNIALFARMS.COM
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Joe Clancy

One In Vermillion brought his Santa Anita Derby webbing with him from Canterbury Park.

Road Warrior

Minnesota-based, Cal.-bred
One In Vermillion travels to Spa

BY JOE CLANCY

A little before 8 Friday morning,
Kentucky Derby winner and Travers
hopeful Mage led a crowd of hors-
es walking from the main-track side
toward the chief intersection of the
Oklahoma Training Track stable area.

“There he is,” Gina Kalman said
with a point toward a chestnut colt
splashing through the puddles. Kal-
man and her husband Jonathan let
the Derby winner walk right by to
greet One In Vermillion, a 10-1 shot
in today’s Grade 1 H. Allen Jerkens
Stakes on the Travers undercard, and
trainer Esteban Martinez. The Cal-
ifornia-bred meets five others in the
$500,000 Jerkens, the ninth race with
a post time of 4:19 p.m.

Based at Canterbury Park in Min-
nesota, One In Vermillion squares off
with Grade 1 winner Arabian Lion,
Grade 2 winner New York Thunder,
Grade 3 winner Fort Bragg, Kentucky

ALLEN JERKENS STAKES PREVIEW

Derby starter Verifying and multiple
New York stakes winner Drew’s Gold
in the 7-furlong race. Leading jockey
Irad Ortiz Jr. takes the mount after an
injury to Luis Saez, from post two.

“I know there are some tough
horses in there, but he is a fighter, he
will try, he tries every time he runs,”
said Martinez, aboard for One In Ver-
million’s two galloping sessions over
the Saratoga main track this week.
“We’ve got to try. I know it’s a tough
bunch of speed horses. He’s a speed
horse, but he can be on the lead or
fight from the back too. He’s been
running on the lead because there was
no speed in his last two races.”

Martinez trains 20 horses at Can-
terbury and has for several years ro-
tated between that track and Arizo-

Continued On Page 28
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Jerkens —

H Continued from page 26

na’s Turf Paradise while operating
a breaking and training business in
Phoenix. He came to the United States
from Mexico at 16, worked for trainer
Kevin Eikleberry and built a business.
Martinez has prepped horses for train-
er Eric Kruljac for nearly 30 years and
saddled his first runners in 2017. The
stable has won a career-high 28 races
this year, three from One In Vermil-
lion, a $26,000 purchase by Kalman
at the Arizona Thoroughbred Breeders
yearling sale in 2021.

“He’s the natural guy that every-
body goes to to break their horses in
Arizona and he’s such a great guy and
I just said, “Why don’t you just keep
him and train him?’ ” said Kalman
of Martinez. “He literally is the first
person to put a saddle on that horse,
and now he’s his trainer. He’s broken
a thousand horses. He’s only been a
trainer on his own for the last six or
seven years, but everybody sent him
horses and he is amazingly talented.”

Bred in California, One In Ver-
million finished second in his debut

Joe Clancy
Trainer Esteban Martinez cools out One In
Vermillion at Saratoga Friday.

last April at Turf Paradise and won
his next three — stakes scores in the
Turf Paradise Open Spring Futurity,
the Lost In The Fog Juvenile and this
year’s Riley Allison Derby at Sunland
Park in January. He was supposed to
run in the San Felipe at Santa Anita
in March, but an EHV-1 case at Turf
Paradise shut down the stable area.
Instead, One In Vermillion finished
fifth in the Grade 3 Sunland Park Der-
by March 26 after breaking a tooth
while acting up in the gate. Martinez
pulled the tooth and got his horse to
California for the Grade 1 Santa Ani-

ta Derby in April. At 54-1, he finished
fifth after setting the pace. Eventual
Preakness Stakes winner National
Treasure was fourth. Cut back to 7
furlongs for the Laz Barrera at Santa
Anita in May, the son of Army Mule
won by 5 1/4 lengths.

At Canterbury in June, he won a
6-furlong allowance and was second
in the Canterbury Park Derby on
turf. Then came more road trips. In
the Towa Derby, he dead-heated for
the win, only to be disqualified for
interference and placed second. Three
weeks ago, One In Vermillion finished
third in the Grade 3 West Virginia
Derby at Mountaineer Park.

Traveling, clearly, doesn’t faze the
horse or his people. Martinez drove
the truck and trailer from Canterbury
to Saratoga — 20 hours with an over-
night stay at a farm in Ohio - and
he and his wife Norma are the barn
crew. He rides, she leads, he bathes,
she holds, he hotwalks.

“We are a team, she doesn’t work
for me and I don’t work for her,”
Martinez said. “This horse is a really
good shipper. He doesn’t care where
he goes, he travels like it is his house.”

Martinez thinks riding his horses
in the morning can be an advantage.

“I have quite a few now so I can’t
ride them all but I gallop most of
mine,” he said. “It helps me. If I feel
that the horse doesn’t want to gallop,
I just jog or do something else. When
you have help and tell them to gal-
lop the horse, they’re going to do it.
When you ride them, you notice dif-
ferent things from day to day.”

Martinez liked One In Vermillion
from the start, but wasn’t thinking
about Grade 1 stakes at Saratoga.

“I thought he was going to be
good, but not this good,” Marti-
nez said. “He kind of surprised me.
He’s very well put together. He is the
first crop by Army Mule so we didn’t
know what to expect.”

Kalman grew up in northern New
Jersey, went to the races at Belmont
Park and Aqueduct — he saw Créme
Fraiche win the 1985 Belmont Stakes
— and called himself a “horse racing
nerd.” After college, he moved out
west and works in information tech-
nology project management. He raced
his first horse in 2021, won three rac-
es last year and three more this year.
One In Vermillion’s career bankroll
of $378,840 makes up 93 percent of

Continued On Page 30
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CENTRAL BANKER

NINE 2023 STAKES HORSES

No other NA Sire Outside KY has more!

Millionaire BANKIT (pictured), New York Derby

winner ALLURE OF MONEY and MORNING MATCHA
($795,390) lead the way in 2023

REDESDALE

13.6% STAKES HORSES IN 2023

No other 2nd Crop US Sire Outside KY ranks higher!
RAMBLIN' WRECK ($399,460, pictured)
Belmont & Saratoga SW in 2023

SOLOMINI

LEADING 1st Crop Sire Outside KY by Earnings &
LEADING 1st Crop Sire Outside KY
by 2YO Sales Avg. $99,000!

Impressive Belmont maiden special weight winner
NICKY JOLENE (pictured)

Look for yearlings, foals and mares in-foal to selling at auctions in 2023

McMah f Saratoga Th hbreds, LLC M MA ON
NYBREDS.COM" 130 ich R st Sping Y 1388 G ar';L,

YOREDORGIGHED BRTONG ) DVELSTMNT N Ph: 518-587-3426 | F: 518-587-4393 | www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com E“ s
Inquiries to: john@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com | John 518-376-2924 or Jane 518-693-2218 """““I
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M Continued from page 28

Kalman’s earnings total.

“I remember saying that if
I ever got the opportunity I
would try to own a racehorse,”
he said. “I had claiming hors-
es, and he’s the first yearling I
ever bought. I thought I would
take a shot on a new sire. It’s

worked out.”

A Jerkens win would add
to an already unlikely story.

“It would be huge for his
career, him being the horse,” said Kal-
man. “To win a Grade 1 at Sarato-
ga for us would just be the ultimate.
I mean, Grade 1 at Saratoga, right?
And that race is a Grade 1 with an
exclamation point. It will be fun to
compete and he’s been competitive in
every race he’s run in.”

One In Vermillion will need every
bit of that competitiveness. Arabian
Lion breaks from the outside off back-
to-back wins in the Sir Barton Stakes
at Pimlico and the Grade 1 Woody
Stephens (also 7 furlongs) at Belmont
Park. He’ 2-1 for trainer Bob Baffert
and jockey John Velazquez. Baffert
also trains Fort Bragg, the co-sec-
ond choice at 5-2 with Joel Rosario
from post four. The son of Tapit cost
$700,000 as a yearling and won the
Grade 3 Dwyer in his last start July 1.
New York Thunder blitzed to a Grade
2 win in the Amsterdam here July 28
and tries to stretch his winning streak
to four from post five for Jorge Delga-
do and jockey Tyler Gaffalione. Veri-
fying comes in off a win in the Grade
3 Indiana Derby for trainer Brad Cox
at 4-1 for Flavien Prat from post three
while Drew’s Gold breaks from the
rail at 12-1 for James Chapman and
Jose Gomez.

First comes lightning. And then
comes thunder. New York Thunder’s
lightning speed has elicited thunder-
ing roars in his four wins, topped by
a 7 1/2-length dismantling of Grade
2 Amsterdam Stakes July 28. Trainer
Jorge Delagado looks for a big effort
from his undefeated colt.

After winning the Amsterdam,
Delgado said he planned on watching
that reply a thousand times or more.
And he kept true to that promise.

“Oh yeah, like a few hours ago.

Dave Harmon

New York Thunder looks for his fifth consecutive win.

Every time I see that, I feel better,”
Delgado said. “You see your horses
perform at that level and see the way
he won.”

As the Nyquist colt began training,
Delgado never dreamed New York
Thunder would blossom into the
sprinter he’s become.

“I would be lying to you if I say in
the beginning I felt he was going to
win this way because the first work-
outs with him were just average,”
said the trainer.

New York Thunder won his debut
on the Tapeta track at Gulfstream
Park in November, zipping 5 furlongs
in :55.77. A month later, he won a
turf allowance in :55.46. His 2023
campaign began on Woodbine’s Ta-
peta surface, and he won the Wood-
stock Stakes in 1:08.45 for 6 furlongs.
The speed was there again in the Am-
sterdam, his first start on dirt, as he
put up fractions of :21.48, :43.56,
1:07.77 (the track record is 1:07.92)
and finished 6 1/2 furlongs in 1:14.65.

“The horse can do whatever you
want,” Delgado said. “If you want
him to go fast, he’ll go fast.”

Born in Venezuela, Delgado is the
nephew of trainer Gustavo Delgado,
who won the Kentucky Derby with
Mage in May and runs his stable star
in today’s Travers. It’s already been a
big year for his family and his coun-
try’s racing industry.

“The idea of winning a Grade
1 is a feeling that would last a life-
time,” Delgado said. “It would mean
the world. I started training when
I was 27 years old and now I’'m 33
and DPve been dreaming about this
forever. As corny as it sounds, I feel
blessed. We’re very passionate about
this sport. Horse racing is I would say
the same level or more as baseball [in
Venezuela].”

— Mary Rufo
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Rematch

Echo Zulu, Goodnight Olive
meet again in 6-furlong Grade 1

BY PAUL HALLORAN

Sitting atop his pony, in between
sets Friday morning, Steve Asmussen
took a question about how long it
took after the 2022 Kentucky Oaks to
decide to turn Echo Zulu into a one-
turn sprinter.

Asmussen paused, cracked a half-
smile, and answered with purpose.

“I think it’s quite obvious how
fast she is and always has been and
how brilliant she was at Saratoga as
a 2-year-old,” he said. “She’s from a
sprint family and I want to put her
in a position that gives her the best
chance at all times and takes the least
out of her. And I think that’s one-turn
races.”

North America’s all-time winnin-
gest trainer knows what he is doing.

[

BALLERINA STAKES PREVIEW

Echo Zulu, champion 2-year-old
filly after an undefeated 2021 cam-
paign, has indeed turned into a bril-
liant sprinter, winning three of four,
the only blemish coming in last year’s
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint.
In the first crop of Gun Runner,
trained by Asmussen to a Horse of the
Year title in 2017, Echo Zulu brought
that brilliance to a new level in the
Grade 2 Honorable Miss Stakes July
26, covering 6 furlongs in 1:08.76 and
earning a 112 Beyer Speed Figure.

“She’s very special,” Asmussen
said. “We’re extremely fortunate to
consistently get the best horses, and

Continued On Page 34

Y&;tersalls

Tod Marks
Echo Zulu and Steve Asmussen stroll the paddock during a schooling session Wednesday.

TATTERSALLS OCTOBER YEARLING SAL
Book 1 October 3 - 5 Boole2 October 9 - 11

Lincoln Collins Cell: +1859 339 3301 l.collins@tattersalls.com
Joe Miller Cell: +1502 7731989 joe@kernthoroughbreds.com
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RED FOX FINE ART

SPORTING PAINTINGS & SCULPTURE
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA

- Contact -
www.RedFoxFineArt.com
540-687-5780

- Gallery -
1 North Madison Street, Middleburg, Virginia 20117

Above: Comte Du Passage (French, 1838-1909)
Race Horse and Groom, 1885 (detail)

Ballerina —

H Continued from page 32

Echo Zulu against the best horses still
stands out. You’re surprised when she
doesn’t go faster than everybody else
all the time.”

With a career record of eight wins
in 10 starts, you’d expect Echo Zulu,
who will be piloted by Personal En-
sign-winning jockey Florent Geroux,
to be a prohibitive favorite in today’s
Grade 1 Ballerina Stakes at Saratoga
Race Course, but she isn’t the only
champion in the field.

Goodnight Olive is the only horse
to beat Echo Zulu since Asmussen
made the distance change, winning
last year’s Filly and Mare Sprint by
21 lengths.

She also brings an 8-for-10 record
to the Ballerina and will break from
the 7 post, just to the right of Echo
Zulu.

“Obviously a very good field, es-
pecially with Goodnight Olive at the
top, who beat her last year in the
Breeders Cup,” Asmussen said. “And
I didn’t expect Echo Zulu to get beat.
When you’re fortunate enough to be
around her, you do not expect her to
get outrun.”

Echo Zulu is the 7-5 morning line
favorite for race 10 on the Travers
Day card with a 4:55 p.m. post time.
Goodnight Olive, 2022 champion fe-

male sprinter, is 9-5 in the eight-horse
field for jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. and faced
with the proposition of not allowing
Echo Zulu to run away and hide.

“Nothing but respect for Good-
night Olive and what she’s done,” As-
mussen said. “And she did beat us the
last time we faced off.”

Looking forward to the rematch,
Steve?

“You have success by concentrat-
ing on what you have control over
and making the most of it,” he said.
“And we feel great about how we’re
going in without a single thought or
clue of who you’re doing it against or
how they’re doing.”

Steve Laymon, whose Front Row
Partners owns Goodnight Olive along
with Team Hanley, is aware of the
perceived pace advantage enjoyed by
Echo Zulu.

“Pm a handicapper and it looks
like a race that doesn’t have a lot of
speed,” said Laymon, a retired optom-
etrist from North Carolina. “Definite-
ly glad to be outside (of Echo Zulu).
And I think Irad may have to lay a
little closer, keep her within distance.
These big days, these tracks get to be
speed-favoring a lot. I think you want
to be close to her, but Echo Zulu is
fast.”

Goodnight Olive, by Ghostzapper
out of the Smart Strike mare Salty
Strike, is a lightly raced S-year-old,

Continued On Page 36

Tod Marks

Goodnight Olive has won eight of 10 including two this year.
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Three of the top four yearlings at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga

were consigned by Taylor Made.
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$4,000,000 $1,500,000 $1,200,000

C. CURLIN - BEHOLDER C. INTO MISCHIEF - RACHELS VALENTINA C. TAPIT - PLENTY O'TOOLE

bred by Spendthrift Farm bred by Stonestreet Bred & Raised owned by Randy Hartley,
purchased by purchased by Dean DeRenzo, & Rich Mendez

Donate Lanni, agt for Zedan Racing Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners purchased by Whisper Hill Farm

THANK YOU TO ALL THE BUYERS AND SELLERS!

With us, you're family.

TAYLOR 7" MADE

TAYLORMADEFARM.COM
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Ballerina —

H Continued from page 34

having been set back twice by bone
chips in her ankles. She didn’t start un-
til March of her 3-year-old year and
was off for seventh months heading
into last year.

“After the second ankle surgery, Dr.
(Larry) Bramlage called and said, ‘I
believe T have her fixed this time.” He
was good to his word,” Laymon said.
“Chad always felt like she was very tal-
ented. He compared her early to some
of the good Ghostzapper fillies he had
had along the way. And now he says
she’s as close to anything as he’s had to
Ghostzapper.”

When she has run, she has been vir-
tually unbeatable, winning a maiden,
allowance and two optional claimers

inside of Wicked Halo, Echo Zulu’s
stablemate. It is not uncommon for a
horse to encounter traffic in a race; it
is rather unusual for it to last an eighth
of a mile.

“That was my first trip to the Derby
and you’re 3-5 in the race, you look like
you’re the best horse and she never got
to stretch her legs,” said Laymon, who
was treated for lymphoma in 2021 and
recently received a clean scan. “And I
respect Irad for not trying to force her
in there. Half a path is all she needed to
get through there.”

It wasn’t to be, but the $170,000
Fasig-Tipton October 2019 purchase,
selected for Front Row by Liz Crow, re-
bounded with a work-woman-like win
in the Grade 2 Bed 0’ Roses at Belmont
June 17, setting the stage for an epic
showdown today.

“Very quality race,” said Laymon,
who was part owner of 2014 Breeders’

before jumping up into Grade 1 com-
pany in the 2022 Ballerina, which she
won easily to punch her Breeders’ Cup
ticket.

“I watched the replay from the Breeders’ Cup
last night and Echo Zulu’s outside of us and we’re
kind of in a little bit tight and we’re kind of equal
most of the race,” Laymon said. “And we simply
got the jump on her. She just really accelerated.”

Matareya checks out the Saratoga paddock Friday afternoon.

Goodnight Olive’s 5-year-old campaign began
with a win in the Grade 1 Madison at Keeneland,
followed by a troubled third in the Derby City Dis-
taff at Churchill Downs on Kentucky Derby day.
The 3-5 favorite, Goodnight Olive was pinned on
the rail, behind eventual winner Matareya and

O

Cup Filly and Mare Turf winner Dayat-
thespa. “Just fortunate she’s been able
to do well at 5. And there were some
questions from some folks that we may not race
her at 5, but we’re a racing partnership, and we’re
just so blessed that she’s held her good form as a
S-year-old.”

Tod Marks

Continued On Page 37
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Serving over 500 horses a year,
New Vocations is the oldest and
largest racehorse adoption
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Learn more at:
newvocations.org
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Echo Zulu, out of the Menifee mare
Letgomyecho, sold for $300,000 to L
and N Racing and Winchell Thorough-
breds at Keeneland September in 2020.
She hit the ground running, breaking
her maiden at first asking at Saratoga
in July 2021 and winning the Grade 1
Spinaway in her second start. She went
on to win the Frizette and the Breeders’
Cup Juvenile Fillies.

Asmussen ran her in the Fair
Grounds Oaks to start her 3-year-old
campaign and she responded with a
nose win. She attended the pace in the
Kentucky Oaks before fading to fourth
in what turned out to be her last two-
turn start.

“She has spoiled us,” Asmussen said.
“She is as difficult as we want to make
it. Sometimes it’s simply that easy. She’s
faster than who she’s in with usually.”

That may very well be the case in the
Ballerina, but she is facing a formidable
field in addition to Goodnight Olive.
Asmussen opted to keep Wicked Halo
in Saratoga rather than running in the
Misty Bennett Pink Ribbon Stakes on
the Charles Town Classic undercard
Friday night.

He said he wanted to give her an-
other shot at a Grade 1 win, after she
ran third in the Breeders’ Cup Filly and
Mare Sprint last year and second in the
Derby City Distaff in May.

“As well as she’s done, the only oth-
er thing she could do is the Grade 1,”
he said. “She is a win machine (8-15
lifetime), as tough as they get. She ran
very competitively against Goodnight
Olive in the Bed o’ Roses (second by a
neck). And you could see a setup here
where Good Night Olive and Echo
Zulu worry about each other to the
detriment of each other.”

Wicked Halo is 8-1 and will break
from post 5 under Tyler Gaffalione.

They will also have to deal with
Godolphin’s Matareya, who has won
six of 12 career starts and been out of
the money only once. She earned her
first Grade 1 score in the Derby City
Distaff and is 6-1 on the morning line
with Flavien Prat up.

Dr. B, second to Echo Zulu in the
Honorable Miss, Godolphin’s Caramel
Swirl, second in last year’s Ballerina,
Sterling Silver and Maryquitecontrary
complete the field.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023

THE SARATOGA SPECIAL

. Helping our clients;
and their horses,
= ‘succeed at'the 8
=highest levels in racing." i

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center graduates
winclude 89 individual G1 winners

\‘

FAIR HILL EQUINE
————— THERAPY CENTER

== a1 .
SS21 Training Céhter Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496%8080  www.fairhilletc.com

B
TR
3




SWORD DANCER STAKES PREVIEW

Long Run

Ribaudo, Keller aim

high with homebred
4-year-old colt Daunt

BY NOLAN CLANCY

“Turf horses, if they’re sound they stick around
a lot longer,” trainer Bob Ribaudo said Friday
morning, watching his Grade 1 Sword Dancer
hopeful Daunt get a bath after paddock schooling
and training.

Ribaudo and owner Marc Keller won Sarato-
ga’s biggest turf prize twice with Grand Couturier,
defeating English Channel in 2007 and Better Talk
Now in 2008. Grand Couturier was sound and
stuck around, running in the 1 1/2-mile stakes for
five consecutive years beginning as a 3-year-old in
2006.

“We were fortunate enough to win this race
a couple times, just because the horse was doing
great and he belonged,” Ribaudo said. “We’re not
in that boat this year.”

This time around, they’ll try to spring an upset
with 4-year-old Daunt.

“Here’s a horse that’s capable, he loves the dis-
tance, and he’s a nice racehorse, he’s not of that
caliber yet, but he seems to be getting better,” Rib-
audo said. “He’ll actually be better next year and
the year after.”

Fourth in the Grade 2 Bowling Green last time,
the son of Nyquist is trying to grab more black type
for his owner and breeder Keller and his dam Pro-
motional.

“We’re now officially breeders,” Ribaudo said.
“I don’t know if that’s good or bad, but the fact
that we have the mother, I’ve got his sister [Quarrel]

Dom Napolitano/NYRA Photo

Channel Maker (right), Daunt (second from left) and Verstappen (second from right) are part of the Sword Dancer field after

clashing in the Bowling Green.

here. He’s stakes-placed in a listed stakes, but to be
graded stakes-placed would be a feather in the cap.
For the value of the mother and the sister, it means
a lot more than just getting second or third purse
money.

“We might be reaching a little bit, but when
you’re dealing with families you look at things a
little differently.”

Ribaudo played the numbers game heading
into this week, opting for the Sword Dancer over
Wednesday’s John’s Call in hopes that the field
might stay small.

“We had our option to go in the John’s Call, at
the time we were figuring that this was going to be
maybe five definites, we would be six,” Ribaudo

YEARLING BUYER NOTICE

Yearling buyers can contribute to the NTRA's 4% Check-off Program
when purchasing from our sale company partners below. Your voluntary
contribution equals $2.50 for every $1,000 of a yearling's sale price and
helps fund the NTRA's federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

R

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

HELP US
HELP HORSE

RACING
IN DC.

said. “Linda [Rice, and her horse Pioneering Spirit]
was in the John’s Call and she came out and came
in here.”

Daunt was second three times this spring in al-
lowance races at Belmont Park. He breaks from
post four with Javier Castellano aboard, at 20-1 on
the morning line.

Grand Couturier won four graded stakes in
his five-year career, earning a race named for him
at Belmont. The 9-year-old turf veteran Channel
Maker won the 2022 running of the 1 1/2-miler,
and today runs in his sixth and final Sword Dancer
for Bill Mott. No horse in recent history has run

Continued On Page 39
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H Continued from page 38

in the $750,000 stakes more, and this
will be his last trip due to NYRA’s rule
against horses racing at 10.

“You don’t really even think about
that part of it,” Hall of Fame trainer
Bill Mott said. “We’re not running in
there just because we want to run one
more time, but it’s just because he’s
doing well and acts like he deserves a
chance.”

Owned by Wachtel Stable, Gary
Barber, R. A. Hill Stable and Reeves
Thoroughbred Racing, the 9-year-old
won the Bowling Green, the natural
Saratoga prep for the Sword Dancer,
July 30 at 1 3/8 miles. Like he’s done
in most of his 10 wins, Channel Maker
got it done on the lead, with his head
held as high as a Saratoga backyard
pine. He won the 2020 Sword Dancer
on soft turf the same way.

“He couldn’t be doing better, he’s
doing great,” Mott said. “Obviously
coming off a good race, seems like he’s
going into this one in good order, so
we’re happy with him.”

The son of English Channel has
earned $3,890,358 in his seven-year
career that includes five starts in the
Breeders’ Cup Turf. In the last three in-
stallments, he finished third, fifth and
seventh, but each time, he’s beaten ev-
ery American-bred horse except stable-
mate War Like Goddess in 2022.

Channel Maker might have the best
form of the field on less than firm turf
courses, with two Grade 1 wins over
turf rated soft. He breaks from post
six with Manny Franco, at 7-2 on the
morning line.

Bolshoi Ballet is one of three Eu-
ropean-bred horses in the field and
represents a chance for trainer Aidan
O’Brien’s first win at Saratoga. The
5-year-old son of Galileo and T. J.
Comerford, traveling assistant to
O’Brien, arrived in Saratoga Monday.

“We’ve had horses here in the past.
We’ve never had a winner in Sarato-
ga, but we’ve had horses that have run
well here,” Comerford said. “I suppose
[O’Brien] thought it was a race for
him that he could maybe have a strong
chance.”

Bolshoi Ballet won the Grade 1
Belmont Derby and finished fourth in
the Grade 1 Saratoga Derby in 2021.

Continued On Page 40
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September Yearlings

BOOK ONE

Monday 9/11 « Barn 6
37 c. AUTHENTIC - Beyond Blame
Out of a GSW and dam of G1 SP Loggins.
Family of STREET BOSS, JACK CHRISTOPHER
Tuesday 9/12 « Barn 6

222 f. GUN RUNNER - Mama Yay
Half-sister to SW, GSP EMPIRE HOUSE out
of a full sister to G1 SW DIALED IN

BOOKTWO
Wednesday 9/13 « Barn 34

638 c. NOT THIS TIME — New Angel (GB)
Out of a daughter of GSW ANGLE TERRACE.
Family of Champion ORDER OF ST. GEORGE

712 ¢. MACLEAN’S MUSIC - Si Si Tequila
2nd foal out of a Stakes-placed half-sister
to G2 SW/G1 SP RUN AWAY

756 f. MUNNINGS - Tropical Wave
1st foal out of a mare from family of G1 SW
GENERAL QUARTERS and G2 SW A SHIN TOP

BOOK THREE
Saturday 9/16 « Barn 11
1176 c¢. MUNNINGS - Bella Aurelia
1242 c. VOLATILE - Exclude (GB)
1244 f. MCKINZIE - Fancy and Flashy
1307 f. NYQUIST - Kauai Katie
1421 f. GOOD MAGIC - Ragtime Hope
1433 c¢. GHOSTZAPPER - Roberta Turner
1445 f. MUNNINGS - Saratoga Belle
1456 c¢. COLLECTED - She Is Bedazzling
1487 f. PRACTICAL JOKE - Star Super
1488 f. CARAVAGGIO - Stayclassysandiego
1500 f. LIAM’S MAP - Sumptuous
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He’s earned $921,459 in 16 starts in
Ireland, Great Britain, the U.S. and
Hong Kong. O’Brien hopes to im-
prove on a second with Japan in last
year’s Sword Dancer last year.

“He’s starting to come good now,
you know what I mean? He ran in
Newbury, his [second] run this year,
on quick ground,” Comerford said.
“He ran well (third by a head). But it
was a sign of him starting to show us
something again.”

While a lot of European shippers
might prefer softer going, Comerford
is hoping the course dries out as much
as possible for Bolshoi Ballet.

“He’s training well and doing
things right, but you’d still like to see
top of the ground for him,” Comer-
ford said. “So hopefully no more rain
between now and tomorrow.”

Bolshoi Ballet will break from post
three under John Velasquez at 5-1 on
the morning line.

The Irish-bred Stone Age, a Group
1 competitor for O’Brien who fin-
ished second in last year’s Breeders’
Cup Turf at Keeneland, makes his
first start for Saratoga’s leading train-
er Chad Brown. Another well-trav-
eled entrant, the 4-year-old son of
Galileo makes his fourth start in the

U.S. after also finishing fourth in the
Belmont Derby and Saratoga Derby
in 2022. He’s earned $1,150,899 in
15 starts. Stone Age, the 6-5 favorite
from post seven under Flavien Prat,
hasn’t run since finishing 12th in The
Amir Trophy in February in Qatar.

The English-bred Soldier Rising
got a rough trip in the Bowling Green
and was declared for purse money
only following the race. Trained by
Christophe Clement, the 5-year-old
son of Frankel’s last win came in a 1
1/16-mile allowance race last year at
Saratoga. He’s 5-1 from post one with
Jose Ortiz.

Verstappen comes off a second
in the Bowling Green for Brendan
Walsh. He won the Grade 2 Elkhorn
Stakes at Keeneland, where Channel
Maker finished fourth. He breaks
from post two with Declan Cannon
at 8-1.

Pioneering Spirit rides a four-race
win streak into his first stakes, with
Rice scratching from the John’s Call
for today’s Grade 1. The 4-year-old
gelding rose up the ranks since being
claimed for $40,000 on March 24.
He’s 8-1 from post five with Jose Or-
tiz.

The Sword Dancer is the 11th race
on the card at 5:31 p.m.

Additional reporting
by Paul Halloran.

Stone Age schools in the paddock Thursday.

Tod Marks
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OAKIAWN

December 8,2023 - May 4, 2024

Book Your Hotel Stay Now at Oaklawn.com

Record Stakes | 47 Stakes worth $16,200,000

Richest winter racing in North America $115,000 Maiden Special Weights

Average daily purses over $900,000 Stall Applications Due October 5

for 66 days - Record Purses Condition Book 1 and Stall Applications now
All allowance races over $140.,000 available at Oaklawn.com

Call 501-363-4300 or email racing@oaklawn.com
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SARATOGA ENTRIES
Saturday, August 26.
1ST (11:40AM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ... T, Stunnem.......ccocvevevevennee. L.S88Z ..o K. McPeeK........ccccveunn. 8-1
2 ... 2 i Catire Vizcaya................... 1. Ortiz, Jr e J. Avila ...... 3-1
3 K I Secret Lover..........ccceue..... T.McCarthy .....ccocevree. A. Sano...... 5-1
4 ... 4. Threewhitesoldiers ........... D. DavViS.....cceererereiirerenns W. Morey 10-1
5. 5 ....Fire Brigade.............c.ccee0ed. GOMEZ ..o A. Chichakly 30-1
6 ... S Uncle Eddie....................... J. Castellano...........ccc....... G. Contessa.................. 12-1
7 .. AT First Trumpet .........cc........ R. Santana, Jr. .................... C.Baker ....ccoveveeveeeerenee 8-1
8 ... 8 WWalStiD J. Alvarado..........ccocevevnnne K. McPeek 2-1
9 . 9. Awesome for Sure............. J.TOITES .o FADbreu .....ccccoeeeeennnne. 0-1
2ND (12:13PM). $95,000, ALW, 3 YO'S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1 . [ JT— City Mischief............cc....... [0 ¢ (728 M. Casse ......ccoeevvrvenenne. 9-5
8 ....Image of Quality................ F. Prat......... (R C.Englehart.................... 9-5
1 ORUS e J. ROSArio0 ....c.coveveericriene C.Clement........cccvvveunne 3-1
2 Nt K G0 R.Sells......cccoevereinnnnee 15-1
3 COMZee e L. RIiCE ..o 10-1
Tod Marks
4 . Kreesa......cooeeioeninnnnens J. Velazquez.........ccccoevneenee D.DONK ... 8-1 : : : .
5 ....Courageoous Oh La........... N. Alvarado........c.coceeereruenene [0 P 6-1 Ballerina hopeful Wicked Halo schools in the paddock this week.
7 e [ On Our Way Boyz............... L. SBEZ . L UL 30-1  BTH (2:31PM). $136,500, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
8 ...... 9 ............ V0|kert .............................. D DaV|S .............................. M Hennlg ..................... 12'1 Exacta’ Tr'ifec‘ta7 Superfecta’ P|C 3’ Da"y Doub|e
S [ P ALRENIY .o J.Torres........... 151 o A, She’s Wicked Smart.......... J.TOMTES oo R. Falcone, Jr................ 10-1
LU EMPITE SKY wooooovsv T. Gaffalione 151 2 2 Colonial ROSE.................... J. LEParoUX.........covverrsrrveee A, Stall, Jr o 7-2
M 120 He's GOt It....oveesn T. McCarthy 301 3 .3, ANLENNA. ... 1Oz, JF o T. Pletcher .............ooveee. 6-1
12.....AE-MTO..Golden Am..........cooersvee R. Santana, Jr. .........cc.... H.DE PaZ ..o 52 4 4. Shop Lifting .....oocccvvvrreee. 0117 2SO A. DUTOW ....oorvevereen 6-1
13..... AE-MTO..High TON......oo RIDEr TBA ..o J.Englehart.................. 441 5 5 Lady de Berry ... FoPrat. ..o, C. Brown............. w12-1
14......AE-MTO..Newport Bridge............. - OZ s L RICE oo 31 6 B Cowgirl Charm................... J. Velazquez.............cccceee. T. Pletcher ... 5-1
7 . YA Willowy.....cooveverierrcriene D. DaViS.....ccoereerrerreierenenns W. Catalano......... ... 15-1
3RD (1 2:46PM)- $7010001 STR $50’000’ 3Y0'S&UP11/8M I 8., Here’syourtrouble ............. T. Gaffalione......cvvvvvvviniii, C.Brown ....ouv. 101
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double 9 ... Qo JUSEEY Do J. ANArado e W MOt e 9-2
1. T, What's Up Doc................... J.TOIMES v, R. Ginter, Jr....coeveverennne. 6-1 10...... 10 ... Life’S JOY ..ovvreereerreeeeeeeens L. SACZ e W. Motteeeo .10-1
8-1 11.....AE......... Ringy Dingy .....ccccvvvvvvnene. L.SA6Z ..o D. Gargan........c.ccoeuenene 12-1
95 12 AE... 168 COId oo J. LEPATOUX....evevvrrrrrrrrrrrr K. MCPEEK ...vvvvrrrrrnn. 15-1
g] 13, AE Clearly a Test .........oo....... 1 OFtiZ, JF oo J. CaMmEJO0 oo 8-1
6-1  7TH (3:07PM). $500,000, STK - THE FOREGO, 4 YOS & UP, 7F
8-1 Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double, Pic 6
4TH (1:19PM). $156,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YOS & UP, 6F § 0D 08K £ Dl o AL
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double, Pic 4 3 3 Elite Power """""""""""" Ao e ;
T SCOCCIIONE. 1. cvrsvvvrcer PPl E ?ggg'é’;fnz """"""""" 1 gf 4 o, PIPELING wvvvereveeereeeeeere L. SEZ oo C. BIOWN oo
..... R Moguett.... 6 5 ....5.......Synthesis........cccceeeeeeee.... ML Franco............................D. Jacobson
----- R Ginter Jr. 201 8TH (3:43PM). $149,500, ALW, 3 YO'S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
""" L' Rice 7.0 Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double, Pic 5
""" M Nevi'r'{"“ 61 1 ....1.........Elusive Edge......................J. Velazquez........................M. Hemingway ............. 10-1
Skvand Sand ... R Santana. Jr T ] 2 2 i Monet Never (IRE)............. FPrat....coveieeiiceee P. Antonacci...........cc...... 6-1
............ yand Sand ...................R. Santana, Jr. ....................R. Diodoro ...................... 6-1 3 3 Handsome Cat L Saez J. Sharp 20-1
"""""" O JOUMEY v BOSBO s O e B0 g Tl PROIORN .. OFZ. L RICE 61
pions Dream............ Y 17 .Gargan.......c.oceeeeeee. 5 5 Harry Time (RE)........... D Davis. .. S, JoSeph. Jr. o 8-1
5TH (1:55PM). $156,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YOS & UP, 1 3/16M (TURF) 0 vl flonly Flammable ... oy COSLEIAN0. . N CESE )
Exacta. Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3 I . ACOUSHC AVE . CFranco ... .Clement..................... .20_1
1 ... T o Dynadrive .........cccccevevenee J. Castellano..........ccccvevveee T. Morley .....ccovveevereee. 1 9 g Immo rtalizye;t.i;).ﬁ """""" 15-1
1a .....AE-MTO..Mystic Night ..................... R. Santana, Jr. .......cccceue.... R. Diodoro ..... 1 10" 16 ““““““ s Dy ZE S ey OO 10-1
2 ... T Catch That Party ............... L Ortiz, Jr. v M. Maker....... 1 17 30-1
3 . 2 ....English Conqueror ............ J. LeparouX........ccceveveenenee D. Banach...... 1 12 49 7.9
4 .. 3 Bear 0aK .......ooveeeeenenene. R. Santana, Jr. ........ccccoeve.. N. Casse.... 1 13 A souner Quest L0z I N Casse 3.1
5. 4 ..The Reds.....ccoevvvvivrinnns [T 2 J. Sharp..... 1 14 AE-MITO. Kicall ""i2-1
6 .5 oo NODEI (IRE) oo T. Gaffalione........................ B. Walsh 2 e AE-MTO“TlgaI t'h o s
7 ... 6 ....James Aloysius................. J. RoSario .....ccocceeeveevennnnee D. Gargan...... 1 O" WETN VAN ..o, LASIENANO. oo M NBVIN e
8 B Cross Border........ooovee...... M. Franco .......o.eevervverrrenn. M. MakKer ........cvverrrenn.. 1 16....AE-MTO..Daufuskie Island................ Rider TBA .....................R. ROUMQUEZ ..cooccco .. 9-5
9 ... AE-MTO..Iron WOrks .......ccoeevevrverennns Rider TBA ......ccocvvvveenee T. Pletcher .........cccovvuenene 2 .
10......AE-MTO. Tonal Impact................... 3. OZermoo L RICE oo 5 Continued On Page 44
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LEGION BLOODSTOCK

CONTACT US IF YOU NEED HELP AT

2YO MSW winner at
Del Mar 8.24.2023

TON FINDING YOUR NEXT WINNER

Kristian Villante 877.211.3622 kristian@legionbloodstock.com

2YO MSW winner at Saratoga 8.9.23 2YO MSW winner at Saratoga 8.13.2023 2YO MSW winner at Saratoga 8.24.2023
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SARATOGA ENTRIES

B Continued from page 42

9TH (4:19PM). $500,000, STK - THE H. ALLEN JERKENS MEMORIAL, 3 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double, Pic 4

1. T Drew’s Gold..........cccoevuveee. J. GOMEZ....ocveveercieee J. Chapman.................. 12-1
2 ... 2 s One in Vermillion............... L. Saez 0-1
3 K I Verifying .....ooeeveveeeeiierenns F. Prat....... 1
4 ... 4., Fort Bragg .......ccoeevvvvnne. J. Rosario 2
5 5 i New York Thunder............. T. Gaffalione...........ccevevnnnee J. Delgado 2
6 ... G I Arabian Lion ...........ccceu... J. Velazquez.........ccoveveennee B. Baffert 1

10TH (4:55PM). $500,000, STK - THE BALLERINA, 3 YO'S& UP,F& M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4

1
T Ol = = =

O(.D\IOOCIJ‘IU‘IC)O

11TH (5:31PM). $750,000, STK - THE RESORTS WORLD CASINO SWORD DANCER, 3 YO'S & UP,
1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double

1. T Soldier Rising (GB)............ 0] [ 2 C.Clement..........cccconeee 5-1
2 ... 2 s Verstappen ... D. Cannon 8-1
3 3 Bolshoi Ballet (IRE)............ J. Velazquez.........cccceeveeenene A. O’Brien 5-1
4 ... 4. Daunt ......ccccovvveiirceee J. Castellano...........cce..... R. Ribaudo.........cc.c...... 20-1
5 . L Pioneering Spirit................ 1 Ortiz, Jreeeeecicecs L. RiCE...oovrrreeiiiiriens 8-1
6 ... (A Channel Maker .... 7-2
7 e A Stone Age (IRE).................. FPrat.....ccoeovrciccee C. Brown 6-5

12TH (6:11PM). $1,250,000, STK - THE TRAVERS, 3 YO0, 1 1/4M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double

1. L (0] (T 1. Ortiz, Jreeeecec T. Pletcher ........ccoeeee..
2 ... 2 i Arcangelo .......c.occeevveveeennne J. Castellano..............c.c...... J. Antonucci........

3 ... 3 Tapit Trice .....covveerereennns BN 0] [ T. Pletcher ..........

4 .. 4, Mage.....ccovvereeevrereiirenne, L.SA6Z ..o G. Delgado..........

5 . 5 National Treasure.............. J.Velazquez............cccuuee. B. Baffert............

6 ... [ I Disarm......ccocevevvevierinnne, J.ROSario.......ccocceeevviriennnnne S. Asmussen

7 . 7o, Scotland .........cccevevvvevenanee J.Alvarado...........cccceerennen. W. Mott.....coovvvririrne

13TH (6:48PM). $136,500, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta

1. 6. Right to Win (IRE)............... FPrat.....coooeeiciieee C. Brown 7-5
1a .7 . Growth Capital.................. L Ortiz, Jr. e C. Brown 7-5
2 ... T, Fly Right ....ocoveeieieieenne J. Castellano 3-1
3 2 e Conversing .......... 6-1
4 ... K T Flat Top Box . 20-1
5 ... 4. Create Trouble .................. T. Gaffalione.........ccoevvuennene B. Walsh 15-1
6 ... 5 Party With Smarty ............. K. DavViS ......ceueeeeeeecicecennes J. Gutierrez-Herrera...... 50-1
7 . 8 Arro Smash..........cceveuenes D. DavViS....ccceerrererrrieienns P.Bauer......cccccoeevvunee. 30-1
8 ... 9. (0] 110 [0 R Y- U D.Gargan..........ccceevenenee 6-1
9 .. 10 .. Magiadoro ..........c.ccceveeene. J.TOITES o G. Rodriguez................. 0-1
10.....11 ... Cumberland..........cccoevueee. M. Franco.......cccceceevvvrveennnne G. Weaver.........cccoeue. 5-1
1.2 Baie Longue .........ccccevueee. J. Alvarado.........cccoceevrnnnn W. Mott............... 0-1
12......AE-MTO..Mindtap.......cccoovvvererrnnne. Rider TBA .......ccccvevevirernne T. Pletcher .......... 7-2
13......AE-MTO..Motivo e ——— J.ROSArio .....cccevveveereernes R. Dutrow, Jr....... .12-1
14......AE-MTO..Coalville............ccoerererrenee. J.0rtizZece C.Brown ......cccceeverennee. 9-5
15......AE-MTO..Lucency......c.cocovvrvrvrrrenenee. Rider TBA .......cccoeveveennee T. Pletcher ..o 2-1

Copyright 2023 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Expert handicapping presented by...Toga Party Racing Stable

Low risk, high excitement, no monthly maintenance fees. NYRA circuit.

Join now and race this meet. Call 518-390-5486

The
POWEIE
Race

O N @ G & 0N

9
10
11
12
13

2023 Records

John Shapazian

Walstib
Secret Lover
Stunnem
Golden Arm
City Mischief
Ortus
Mistical Curlin
Money Supply
What’s Up Doc
Scocciatore
Sky And Sand
Champions Dream
Tonal Impact
Nobel
James Aloysius
Colonial Rose
JustFYl
Cowgirl Charm
Elite Power
Gunite
Pipeline
Daufuskie Island
Souper Quest
Southern Horse
Arabian Lion
Fort Bragg
New York Thunder
Echo Zulu
Goodnight Olive
Wicked Halo
Stone Age
Channel Maker
Bolshoi Ballet
Forte
Arcangelo
Disarm
Lucency
Brown entry
Conversing

101/325

Tom Law Rob Whitlock
Walstib Awesome For Sure
Catire Vizcaya Walstib
Stunnem Secret Love
Newport Bridge Courageous Oh La
Barber entry Volkert
Ortus Ortus
Money Supply St. Elmo
Mistical Curlin Mistical Curlin
Mighty Atlas Watasha
Scocciatore Scocciatore
Osbourne Osbourne
Lord Captain Shivaree
Tonal Impact Iron Works
Catch That Party Nobel
James Aloysius Dynadrive
Colonial Rose Shop Lifting
Cowgirl Charm Colonial Rose
JustFYI Antenna
Elite Power Gunite
Gunite Elite Power
High Oak Pipeline
Daufuskie Island Daufuskie Island
Souper Quest Acoustic Avenue
Highly Flammable Detroit City
Arabian Lion Arabian Lion
New York Thunder New York Thunder
Verifying Fort Bragg
Echo Zulu Good Night Olive
Goodnight Olive Echo Zulu
Sterling Silver Maryquitecontrary
Stone Age Stone Age
Channel Maker Channel Maker
Daunt Bolshoi Ballet
Mage Arcangelo
Arcangelo Forte
Forte Disarm
Coalville Motivo
Brown entry Right To Win
Torigo Growth Capital
91/325 80/325

Charles Bedard

Catire Vizcaya
Walstib
Secret Lover
Barber entry
Dreampoint
Ortus
Mistical Curlin
Money Supply
What’s Up Doc
Scocciatore
Lord Captain
Shivaree
Tonal Impact
Nobel
James Aloysius
Colonial Rose
Antenna
Here’syourtrouble
Elite Power
Gunite
Synthesis
Daufuskie Island
Harry Time
Southern Horse
Arabian Lion
Fort Bragg
New York Thunder
Goodnight Olive
Echo Zulu
Wicked Halo
Stone Age
Bolshoi Ballet
Soldier Rising
Scotland
Forte
Arcangelo
Coalville
Brown entry
Conversing

100/325

Jessica Paquette

Walstib
Catire Vizcaya
Stunnem
On Our Way Boyz
Kreesa
Empire Sky
St. Elmo
Money Supply
Mighty Atlas
Lord Captain
My Harbors Dream
Bold Journey
Nobel
Dynadrive
Cross Border
Shop Lifting
Colonial Rose
Antenna
Gunite
Elite Power
High Oak
Talkin Pharoah
Elusive Edge
Notah
Verifying
Arabian Lion
New York Thunder
Matareya
Echo Zulu
Caramel Swirl
Bolshoi Ballet
Channel Maker
Stone Age
Scotland
Arcangelo
Forte
Conversing
Create Trouble
Right To Win

59/325
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PERSONAL ENSIGN STAKES RECAP

The Duke

Front-runner Idiomatic
runs to trainer Cox’s

confidence level in Gr. 1

BY TOM LAW AND PAUL HALLORAN

Brad Cox spotted Garrett O’Rourke on the way
to the winner’s circle through the warm mist Friday
at Saratoga Race Course and reminded him of a
text exchange from a few days prior.

“John Wayne,” Cox told O’Rourke, general
manager of Juddmonte’s American operation.

The reference to the late iconic actor known as
“The Duke” came from a chat when Cox looked at
the overnight for the Grade 1 Personal Ensign and saw
Juddmonte’s Idiomatic draw post one in the stakes for
fillies and mares without any expected speed.

“Oh, I'm loving this,” Cox texted O’Rourke of
the 4-year-old daughter of Curlin’s spot in the field
of six that included champion Nest and Grade 1
winners Clairiere and Secret Oath. “She’s training

Dave Harmon

Idiomatic stays clear (and clean) late in the stretch of Friday’s Personal Ensign.

super. She’s progressing beautifully. Oh, I'm loving
the draw. 'm loving the setup.”

Pegged as the 3-1 third choice behind the 4-5
Nest and 5-2 Clairiere in their rematch from the
Grade 2 Shuvee July 23 at Saratoga, Idiomatic came
in off back-to-back wins and all the confidence of
her people.

“Do you remember the original True Grit mov-
ie where Robert Duvall said to John Wayne, ‘That’s
tough talk for a one-eyed fat man?’ ” O’Rourke said.
“We’ve been joking about that ever since. And when
he came in here afterwards, he said, ‘John Wayne.” »

Continued On Page 47

Your Virginia-Bred earns you money when

it runs mwhere in North America

NEW

Breeder S awards for lst
through 3rd finishes

Beginning in with foals of 2024, Virginia breeders will earn bonuses
for registered Virginia-breds finishing 1st through 3rd in open races
in North America (state-bred and state-sired races are excluded
except at Colonial Downs and NSA sanctioned meets in Virginia®).
Foals must be dropped in Virginia and the foal’s dam must reside in Virginia from

September 1st, 2023, until foaling the following year. Mares purchased at public sale
after September 1st may enter the program if they arrive at a Virginia Facility within
fifteen days of the purchase date (60 days if purchased outside of the U.S.)

T
A &

“Upon approval by the Virginia Racing Commijssion

See VaBred.org for program details
(] or contact the Virginia Thoroughbred Association at 434-977-3716
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Personal Ensign —

H Continued from page 46

Idiomatic lived up to the confi-
dence and those that backed her at
4-1 by post time with a front-run-
ning 4-length victory under Florent
Geroux. Secret Oath, winner of the
2022 Kentucky Oaks and the 7-1
third choice for trainer D. Wayne
Lukas, edged Nest by a neck for the
runner-up spot with 45-1 longshot
Malloy fourth, Clairiere fifth and Six-
tythreecaliber last of the half-dozen.

“Coming into a race when you’re
taking on three fillies with the ac-
complishments of those three, you’re
hopeful,” O’Rourke said after the vic-
tory, Idiomatic’s seventh in 10 starts.
“But in fairness to Brad, he said she
has trained up a storm. If you’re go-
ing to take them on, you take them
on when she’s absolutely at the top of
her game.”

Idiomatic hinted at a big perfor-
mance well before the field of six
made their way around the rainy
Saratoga paddock the day before
the loaded Travers Stakes card. She
touted herself in four works over the
Oklahoma Training Track — including
a 5-furlong tightener in 1:00.20 two
weeks ago — and in her last start.

Cox watched the Grade 2 Dela-
ware Handicap from Horseshoe Indi-
anapolis, where he’d saddle Verifying
to victory in the Grade 3 Indiana Der-
by an hour later. He nearly couldn’t
watch when Idiomatic, hammered
down to 2-5 in the field of six, stum-
bled so bad at the start that Geroux
nearly fell off.

“I was glad he stayed on her. It
was one of those where you’re like,
‘oooooooh, ok, he didn’t come off.’
Thankfully it was all right,” Cox said.
“Whoa man, it was a bad stumble. A
bad stumble.”

Idiomatic recovered and Geroux
didn’t force the issue. He allowed the
homebred filly who is out of the First
Defence mare Lockdown — a full sis-
ter to 2014 Personal Ensign winner
Close Hatches — time to recover be-
fore making the lead. Cox thought
a big run was coming before Classy
Edition engaged Idiomatic in the lane
and the two battled to the wire. Idi-
omatic edged that rival by a head for
her second straight graded stakes win
after the Grade 3 Shawnee in early
June at Churchill Downs.

“He did a good job of gradually
letting her creep up in there,” Cox
said. “It looked like she was going to
win by 10 at the three-eighths pole,
and Todd’s filly can run. She’s a good
filly.”

Juddmonte’s stellar run this sum-
mer continued in the Personal Ensign,
the operation’s fourth Grade 1 since
mid-July along with Whitebeam in
the Diana and Elite Power in the Al-
fred G. Vanderbilt at Saratoga and the
Cox-trained Set Piece in the Arlington
Million at Colonial Downs.

O’Rourke, who will stick around
Saturday to see if Juddmonte can add
another Grade 1 prize with Elite Pow-
er in the Forego Stakes, remembered
Close Hatches’ 5-length thumping in
the Personal Ensign and shared Cox’s
confidence.

“That made me feel good about
how she’d do well,” he said. “Curlin,
obviously, you know that they’ll go
the 9 furlongs and yeah, it set up well.
What made you a little bit hesitant
to say she’s going to win was Nest,
Clairiere and Secret Oath. And to not
just win a race like this, but to beat
fillies of that caliber? I think it’s even
all the more satisfying.”

Nest, Clairiere and Secret Oath
came in with combined earnings of
$7,574,209 and a collective 22 wins,
including eight Grade 1s.

The Personal Ensign returned to
the Friday card before the Travers —
shades of old when it was known as
the John A. Morris before being re-
named in 1998 honor of one of the
greatest fillies of all time who retired
unbeaten in 13 starts.

Nest brought an undefeated record
at Saratoga — 3-for-3 including the
Grade 1 double in last year’s Coach-
ing Club American Oaks and Ala-
bama — and went to the post as the
2-5 favorite. She broke well under
Irad Ortiz Jr. from post five and took
up the chase outside Idiomatic on the
rail and Malloy to her immediate in-
side heading into the first turn.

Geroux kept Idiomatic a path
or two off the rail around the bend,
held a length advantage over Mal-
loy to the quarter in :24.53 and a 1
1/2-length edge to the half in :48.84.
The complexion didn’t change up the
backstretch and to the half-mile pole,
exactly as Geroux hoped.

“Today was a clean break, a great
draw,” Geroux said. “Like you can

Continued On Page 48
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Courtyard Bricks

Claim your spot among the legends of thoroughbred racing with a custom brick that will forever be a
part of the Museum’s Cornelius Vanderbilt Whitney Courtyard. Bricks are the perfect gift for
birthdays, holidays, anniversaries, or a tribute to a loved one. They are also a great way to honor your
business, farm, favorite horse, trainer, or jockey. Your brick purchase is fully tax deductible. There is
limited availability, so buy your brick today and reserve your space in thoroughbred racing’s history!

Please scan qr code for more information or to buy a brick today!

Visit racingmuseum.org for more details

191 Union Ave. Saratoga Springs, NY

Personal Ensign —

B Continued from page 47

see on the PPs, it was not going to be
much pace, so I just took advantage of
it, set some very reasonable fractions.
When she started picking up, you
know, slowly at the half-mile pole, I
thought she was going to be extreme-
ly hard to catch at this point.”

Secret Oath and Javier Castellano
inched up inside Malloy as Nest took
on that foe from the outside midway
around the far turn, as Idiomatic
passed 6 furlongs in 1:12.61. Idiom-
atic left an opening to her inside leav-
ing the far turn and Secret Oath dove
for the hole, while Nest countered to
the outside.

Idiomatic shrugged off the chal-
lenge approaching the eighth pole,
opened up after Geroux gave a glance
at the infield monitor. Secret Oath
stayed on the rail to edge Nest at the
finish. Idiomatic won in 1:49.12 over
the sloppy and sealed surface.

“Based off the paper, I felt pretty
confident she could establish a pret-
ty solid lead,” Cox said. “I liked her
(on the wet track). Just the way she’s
made. She’s big but she’s not real
heavy. 1 thought she could bounce

through it, I really did. I liked what I
saw earlier on the card with the times
being a little quick. ... The horses
were skipping over it and that gave
me a little confidence as well.”

Idiomatic pushed her earnings past
the seven-figure mark with the victo-
ry. She’s now earned $1,049,490.

Nest lost for the first time in her
four Saratoga appearances, but train-
er Todd Pletcher couldn’t fault his
Curlin filly’s trip and saluted the win-
ner.

“We got the trip we were expect-
ing to get,” Pletcher said. “We got
into the first turn in the position we
wanted to be in. We had to sacrifice
a little ground but it seemed like she
was traveling pretty well down the
backside. The winner is a quality
mare and was setting down pretty
easy fractions.

“She just beat us in the Delaware
Handicap and she’s a good filly. Any-
time you take a quality horse and you
go :12, :12, :12 and :12, it’s hard to
make up ground. I was hoping some-
one would try to mix it up a little bit
with her, but we were still trying to
get into that stalking position where
we weren’t too far off it. We were able
to do it but she was unable to quicken
the last part.”

Tod Marks

Florent Geroux and Idiomatic stretch for the finish line in the Personal Ensign.
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DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

It PAYS to Race

Delaware Certified!

SHOWCASE RACES

Restricted Delaware Bred or Certified

PURSES $100,000 EACH
Eligibility Requests Close September 13, 2023
Contact Delaware Park racing office at 302-994-2521 ext 1212

SCHEDULE FOR 2023

The Small Wonder
Wednesday September 27, 2023
Fillies Two Year Olds ¢ Six Furlongs

The First State Dash
Wednesday, September 27, 2023
Two Year Olds * Six Furlongs

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff
The DTHA Governors Day Hasdicap Thursday, September 28, 2023

10 (o WTsE e e b Gl Fillies & Mares Three Year Olds & Upward ¢ Six Furlongs
to be run Saturday, September 9, 2023.

Eligibility requests close August 26, 2023.

A $50,000 purse bonus will be added to each The N ew Cas tle
race for Delaware Certified eligible horses that Thursday, Septem ber 28) 2023
run and finish Ist, 2nd or 3rd. Purse total
will be $150,000 for DCTP horses. Three Year Olds & Upward ¢ Six Furlongs

go to dtha.com and click on the DCTP link.

. DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM
777 Delaware Park Blvd. Wilmington, DE 19804
302-994-2398 tel » 302-994-3392 fax

at

DELAWARE PARK" email: dctp@dtha.com * website: wwwdtha.com

@ To find out if your horse is DCTP eligible,
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print Star

Roses For Debra adds second
stakes win at meet for Clement

Caravel parlayed a victory in last
year’s Smart And Fancy Stakes into
a victory in the Breeders’ Cup Turf
Sprint in a 42-1 upset. Roses For
Debra, winner of this year’s $135,500
Smart And Fancy Friday at Saratoga
Race Course, might try to follow in
the footsteps of the multiple Grade 1
winning mare.

“We’ll go to the Masters next,
which is a Grade 2 going 6 1/2, be-
cause she’s already won four races
at Presque Isle,” said John O’Meara,
who co-owns the Liam’s Map fil-
ly with Cheyenne Stables. “We’ll go
back there and try the Masters. Then
from there we’ve got to go to Keene-
land or we’ll go to the Breeders’ Cup.”

Roses For Debra got her connec-
tions thinking big after she raced
third behind pacesetters Train To Ar-
temus and Bubble Rock in the early
stages of the 5 %-furlong turf stakes.
Under Irad Ortiz Jr., the 4-year-old
filly gobbled up ground turning for
home and darted to a 3 1/4-length
score for trainer Christophe Clement.
The final time was 1:01.82 over the
Mellon Turf Course labeled good.

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

The Smart And Fancy was the sec-
ond victory of the meet for turf sprint-
ing’s rising star. Roses For Debra won
the Grade 3 Caress Stakes by 2 1/4
lengths. Ortiz, who also rode Roses
For Debra to victory that day, said that
he was just along for the ride Friday.

“Beautiful trip,” Ortiz said. “The
ground was a little soft, but I rode her
with confidence. She did it easy. Very,
very impressive, the turn of foot on
the soft ground. She gave me a great
kick.”

Roses For Debra has raced exclu-
sively on turf since switching to train-
er Clement’s barn this year, and the
success is growing. She’s 4-for-4 on
turf, and all of the wins have been by
at least 2 lengths.

“She’s brilliant,” Miguel Clement,
the trainer’s son and assistant. “She’s
shown she can win on the lead, near-
ly; from way off the pace, very firm
turf, soft as it was today. It doesn’t
matter. She has a devastating turn of
foot on any going. It’s exciting.”

Tod Marks

Fierceness cruises to a win in Friday’s sixth race for owner/breeder Repole Stable.

Tod Marks

Roses For Debra leads the way late in Friday’s Smart And Fancy Stakes.

Roses for Debra has now won sev-
en of nine, with one second when dis-
qualified from first in her debut. She
has amassed earnings of $406,430,
with $288,650 coming in 2023.

- Alec DiConza

e When Fierceness delivered a
jaw-dropping debut win in the sixth,
owner and breeder Mike Repole drew
comparisons to arguably the best
horse he’s ever campaigned.

“Thirteen years ago, I had a horse
like this called Uncle Mo,” he said.
“He won by about 14 lengths. I'm cu-
rious to see how much he [Fierceness]
won by. Very special.”

The betting money indicated that
the 2-year-old son of City Of Light
could be a good one. Off at even-mon-
ey in the 6- furlong maiden, Fierceness
briefly chased Change Of Command
before taking control heading into
the far turn. He ran splits of :22.02
and :44.65 and was alone at the top
of the stretch. Fierceness won by 11
1/4 lengths in 1:09.56 over the mud-
dy and sealed track for trainer Todd
Pletcher and jockey Irad Ortiz Jr.

“The money said that the horse was
training well, and it said that we liked
him in the morning,” Repole said.
“But until you put them in that pad-
dock, behind that gate and you break,
you never know what they’re going to
do in the afternoon. We liked him a lot
and he exceeded our expectations.”

Repole bred Fierceness out of his
Stay Thirsty mare Nonna Bella, a
two-time winner who was bred and
owned by Repole. That mare’s dam is
Nonna Mia, who was purchased by
Repole for $200,000 at the Fasig-Tip-
ton Saratoga yearling sale in 2008,
and gave him two victories in seven
starts.

“It’s great when not only did I race
the granddam, T also raced the dam
and now the son,” Repole said. “To
watch him do this today, and we got
Forte tomorrow, pretty special.

“We’re blessed for anything that
happens, but he’s a really, really spe-
cial horse. We’re just happy about
this one. Hopefully tomorrow he’s
OK, and maybe we’ll point to the
Champagne.”

—Alec DiConza

¢ Ontheonesandtwos won in her
second start off a 13-month layoff in
the seventh for trainer Norm Casse
and owners Pura Vida Investments,
Cindy Hutson, Madaket Stables and
Thomas Romano.

“She’s always been a really talented
filly, there’s obviously some gaps in her
races because she had some issues,”
Pura Vida’s Deuce Greathouse said of
4-year-old filly by Jimmy Creed. “She’s
just a real big filly and she’s got to be
able to get in the rhythm.”

Ontheonesandtwos broke sharp-

Continued On Page 51
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Friday —
H Continued from page 50

ly and took the lead with Ricardo Santana Jr., opening
up 2 lengths through an opening quarter :22.17 ahead of
3-5 favorite Headland. The half went in :45.06 as San-
tana, in spotless green, blue and yellow silks, let the filly
romp through the final quarter-mile of sloppy going. On-
theonesandtwos won the 6-furlong race by 6 3/4 lengths
in 1:09.84. Headland settled for second, while You Look
Cold finished third.

“We’ve always known 7 (furlongs) was kind of great
for her, we weren’t sure going 6 if she’d be able to get
the lead without rushing, but it worked out there,” Great-
house said. “Ricardo got her out of the gate and she got
in a rhythm, and once she does that, she just can’t check.
She’s such a big filly.”

Norm Casse improved his already stellar meet record to
six wins in 11 starts.

“It’s awesome. Norm and I have been really close since
we had Tepin with Mr. (Robert) Masterson, and when he
went out on his own, I sent him a lot of horses,” Great-
house said. “We keep getting better quality in the barn,
and his success keeps going up. It’s been fun being a part
of it since the beginning.”

- Nolan Clancy

® Chad Summers earned his first victory of the meet in
the nightcap when White Chocolate won an off-the-turf
maiden event for fillies and mares going 5 1/2 furlongs.

wr.s'r VIRGINIA BREEDERS CLASSICS
XX XVII

Sam Huff West Virginia
Breeders Classic and the

Featuring the
Breeders Classics Races ‘

Sat., October 14, 2023 ‘
Post Time 7:00 pm

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd
L@ P.O.Box 1251 | Charles Town, WV 25414 | www.wvbc.com | 304-725-0709

- Carol Holden, President | Theresa Bitner, Exec. Secretary

HOILLY WDOID

CHARLES T

“Pm just glad that a terrible trainer was able to win a
race at Saratoga,” Summers joked after the race.

Breaking from the outside post, White Chocolate sped
to an early lead over her six rivals through a sharp :21.85
opening quarter. She continued to widen around the turn,
and gave owner Al Gold’s Gold Square and jockey Flavien
Prat a 5 1/2-length score in 1:03.86.

“She’s a fast filly,” Summers said. “When we breezed
her out of the gate a couple weeks ago, she went pretty
fast, so we had the idea that she was quick. In an off-the-
turf race, you kind of want to use your speed to the advan-
tage over some of these turf horses.”

White Chocolate finished second in a maiden special
weight at Fair Grounds last December for trainer Steve
Asmussen. Summers was confident the daughter of City
Of Light would be ready off the bench.

“She’s been training like a really good horse all along
since she came back from the farm,” he said. “She’s a tal-
ented filly and we were just happy to finally get a chance
to run her.”

Summers trained all-time leading New York-bred earn-
er Mind Your Biscuits, who will be honored during Sun-
day’s Saratoga Showcase Day card.

“He’s a horse that we picked out right here across the
street for $30,000 and took us and my family and my
team around the world many times over,” he said. “Now
he’s the leading sire in Japan. He got 211 mares this year.
It’s an honor that we feel is just deserved. He’s the leading
all-time money earner in New York at $4.3 million and he
did it the hard way. He showed up and brought his lunch
box to work every day.”

=ONATE

- Alec DiConza
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BALLSTON SPA STAKES RECAP

Cleared
for Takeoff

Evvie Jets flies to upset

of Brown trio in Gr. 2
BY PAUL HALLORAN

If you dug deep enough into the past perfor-
mances for Thursday’s Grade 2 Ballston Spa Stakes,
you would have seen that trainer Mertkan Kantar-
maci had experience facing — and beating — three
Chad Brown trainees in a turf stakes. And if that
prompted you to back Evvie Jets, you were reward-
ed handsomely.

“We did at Belmont, but it wasn’t a graded
stakes,” Kantarmaci said, referring to the July
2 Perfect Sting, when Evvie Jets took down the
Brown trio of Technical Analysis, Haughty and
Customer List. “It means a lot, of course, to beat

Dave Harmon

Evvie Jets (right) digs in to win Thursday’s Ballston Spa over a host of challengers in the stretch.

the best trainer, the best horses on the turf in the
toughest meet. That means a lot with this filly. This
is a gift to us.”

And to those who scooped up the $60.50 win
mutuel. If you’re wondering how this 5-year-old
daughter of Twirling Candy floated up to 29-1
from David Aragona’s 15-1 morning line, not only
was there another Brown troika (after scratches) —
Technical Analysis, Consumer Spending and Fluffy

EQUINE

DISCOUNTS

We.

BiGAsSFaNs [ f
.. \\\\ s i

-

Call 866-678-4289
EquineDiscounts.com

Produce.
Racehorses.

Like 2023 Belmont Stakes
winner ARCANGELO

Breaking in and pinhooking
Pinhooking partnerships now forming

Socks — Evvie Jets also had to contend with a Eu-
ropean import for Joseph O’Brien and a Grade 3
winner for Shug McGaughey, among others.
“That was an honest field today. I know there
were no Grade 1 winners in there, but it was an
honest group,” said Michael Amendola, whose fa-
ther, Robert, owned Evvie Jets before passing away

Continued On Page 53
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H Continued from page 52

just before Thanksgiving last
year. “She had to dig. I just
saw the replay. Man, she lost
the lead, and she came back
again. I mean, she’s just all
heart. It’s just unbelievable.”
Those who expected Ev-
vie Jets to revert to her
front-running tactics after
what the connections felt was
a head-scratching trip in the
Aug. 2 De La Rose Stakes may
have been surprised to see her
fourth after a quarter-mile.
If that could be considered
bad news, the good news was
that Technical Analysis was

engaged early by Katie Davis

Tod Marks

and Sister Bridget, who took Evvie Jets hangs on at the wire to win by a head over Fluffy Socks.

off like Sally Field in “The
Flying Nun” and matched her
stride for stride.

Manny Franco, who picked up
the mount after Luis Saez was in-
jured Wednesday, was content to
save ground with Evvie Jets, laying
fourth after a quarter-mile in :23.50
and fifth after a half in :48.67. Jose
Ortiz moved Technical Analysis in-
side of Sister Bridget to take the lead
heading into the far turn, but once
they straightened out, it was clear the
favorite was in deep water.

Evvie Jets burst through to take the
lead with a furlong to run then held
off a cadre of closers that included
Fluffy Socks (second), O’Brien’s Jum-
bly (third) and Consumer Spending
(sixth), who was bottled up inside the
final 70 yards. Calling it a nightmare
trip would be akin to describing the
Titanic as a minor marine mishap.

Tod Marks
Trainer Mertkan Kantarmaci.

“It was really lucky because they
put on a hot pace when those two
horses got together and Manny did
the right thing, just save and save,”
said Kantarmaci, who won his second
graded stakes in the United States and
first Grade 2. “Our plan was only to
stick to the rail and he did that, and
save in the second turn also. She just
made a late run after the hot pace. She
can do that. She showed that a long
time ago already. Today was the day
for her to close.”

Winning a stakes here left Amen-
dola, who lives on Long Island and
made many trips to Saratoga with his
father, searching for words.

“Come on. Come on. It’s unbe-
lievable. It’s unbelievable,” he said,
and no, there was not an echo. “It’s
always been a fun journey. I’ve been
my dad’s number one fan the whole
time. We had a lot of good memories
up here, and whether it was a stakes
race, or most of the time we were
running claimers, they’re all wins. We
had a horse Bank Audit run fourth
in the Ballerina, but Evvie takes the
cake, to win a race like this.”

While the connections were natu-
rally disappointed to lose Saez, who
would have ridden Evvie Jets for the
first time, they were thrilled to pick
up Franco.

“We decided right after we heard
Luis can’t ride,” Kantarmaci said,
“but we didn’t even ask him because
we knew he was open. I just waited
for noontime to make the change.”

“Picking up Manny was a no brain-
er,” Amendola said. “Manny’s been
good to us. He’s been solid. When
we picked up Luis, we were excited
to have him ride, but obviously things
happened yesterday, so there was no
doubt about who we were going to
pick. And he was the man.”

Franco said he didn’t have much
of a decision to make when Technical
Analysis and Sister Bridget ran as if
their manes were on fire.

“I didn’t have much choice,” he
said. “They broke out of there, (Sis-
ter Bridget) and (Technical Analysis),
they just break out of there running,
sending hard. So I just saved ground
all the way around and they come
back, you know they come back big
time, and I had the filly under me and
she just responded to everything I
asked her.”

Evvie Jets is one of the remaining
horses running under The Estate of
Robert Amendola name.

“We had like 20 as of last year,”
Michael Amendola said. “And we
weaned down the stable, so we have
these last few. And Evvie’s obviously
the champion of the group.”

Her trainer is not surprised.

“Since the first day, we took care
of her like a stakes horse because
I knew she was going to come to
that level, but we wanted to go step
by step with her,” Kantarmaci said.
“Now, of course, she’s extra special
after this race. Unbelievable she did
that today.”
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Gallagher’s Stud celebrates two
New York-bred winners on card

BY ALEC DICONZA

Marlene Brody’s Gallagher’s Stud
bred a pair of winners on Thursday’s
card at Saratoga Race Course — one
sold at public auction and another
that raced in the Ghent-based opera-
tion’s yellow and red colors.

Alterina delivered the first in the
opener, winning her dirt debut for
trainer Mark Hennig and owner Alan
Brodsky. The 3-year-old daughter
of Alternation out of the Bernardini
mare Adorina won the 1-mile state-
bred maiden claimer on the main
track by 1 1/2 lengths. Brodsky pur-
chased Alterina for $55,000 at the
2021 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New
York-bred yearling sale.

Sweet Mystery provided the sec-
ond win, taking the seventh race for
trainer Pat Quick. The 4-year-old
homebred daughter of Cupid out of
the Elusive Quality mare Fanfare won
the 1-mile state-bred allowance-op-
tional by three-quarters of a length.

“It’s a first,” Brody said of the two-
win day. “It’s an absolute first. It’s
very exciting.”

Racing just off the pace early, Sweet
Mystery made the lead on the turn
under Trevor McCarthy and fought
off 3-5 favorite Bustin Bay from the
Linda Rice barn in the stretch.

“I was hoping,” Brody said cheer-
fully, describing her emotions as the

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

field turned for home.

Sweet Mystery had already run
once at this meet, finishing second by
a neck in a similar race at 9 furlongs.
Gallagher’s Stud manager Mallory
Mort said the complexion of the race,
rather than the cutback in distance,
helped Sweet Mystery.

“A mile and an eighth is fine for
her,” he said. “The way the race was
run was better. Her being right on the
pace and right with Linda’s filly was
really the difference. We got a jump
on her, too.”

¢ Whisper Hill Farm’s Mandy Pope
hugged jockey Tyler Gaffalione in the
winner’s circle after Grand Sonata,
her graded stakes-winning homebred
won the third race, a 9-furlong allow-
ance on the inner turf.

Though Gaffalione hadn’t ridden
Grand Sonata since last year’s Grade
3 Dueling Grounds Derby, where
the pair finished second at Kentucky
Downs, Pope was very excited to see
him back aboard. She said the bond
between the two is special.

“It’s absolutely wonderful and
we’re so glad that we got reunited
with Tyler,” she said. “They love each
other, so that was awesome.”

Tod Marks

Sweet Mystery pulls away to win Thursday’s seventh for Gallagher’s Stud.

Grand Sonata broke from the in-
side post in the field of six and set-
tled in the third early, saving ground
behind Main Event and Kuramata.
Bursting between these two rivals
with less than a furlong to run, Grand
Sonata’s late kick allowed him to fend
off Easter to win by a neck at 11-1.

Trained by Todd Pletcher, the
4-year-old son of Medaglia d’Oro
came off a seven-month layoff in a
similar race July 30. He finished ninth
of 10, beaten 9 lengths, but Pope re-
mained confident given the firm con-
dition of the turf Thursday.

“Having the firmer turf definitely
helped,” she said. “The other time, it

AWAKENED wins Grade 1 stakes at Saratoga | ROCKET ONE romps in m
SARANAC wins allowance at Presque Isle Downs | PURE
at Colonial Downs. | EONS wins Prince George’s C

Winner

BOUGHT, MANAGED, OR OWNED

was very soft. He had just been cam-
paigning for a while and deserved
some time off. He’s always been very
sound.”

Pope co-owns Travers Stakes en-
trant and Grade 1 winner Tapit Trice,
also trained by Pletcher.

“We are very excited,” Pope said.
“Very hopeful, fingers crossed.”

e Trainer Jeremiah Englehart add-
ed his third win of the meet in the fifth
when Lady Arwen broke her maiden
in her second start going 7 furlongs
on the main track.

Continued On Page 55
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Thursday —

H Continued from page 54

The 5-2 favorite to win her career
debut in July, Lady Arwen broke very
poorly from the gate that day. The
New York-bred daughter of Audible
made up ground by the top of the
stretch, but wound up third in the
6-furlong contest. Thursday proved
different.

Stretching out an additional fur-
long, Lady Arwen broke better and
sat second early behind Sun And
Wind. She took the lead past the quar-
ter pole and drew off to a 2 1/2-length
win under Irad Ortiz Jr..

Englehart was pleased to see his fil-
ly act more professionally in her sec-
ond start.

“Definitely with that experience,
with her first start, and having the
difficulty she had in the gate, I was
kind of hoping she was going to be
better in the gate this time, and she
was,” Englehart said. “She was more
relaxed in the gate this time. Irad was
able to sit a nice trip right behind (Sun
And Wind) and picked the right time
to pounce, and she did.

“I was a little worried about that
[the extra distance]. She’s not a really
big filly, but she’s well put together.

Lady Arwen scores in Thursday’s fifth race.

She’s got To Honor And Serve on the
bottom side, which I thought would
be OK. Seemed like it was OK today.”

Owned by Neal Allread and Gold
Star Racing Stable, Lady Arwen could
be seen in a stakes next.

“We’ll probably look for some-
thing, like a New York-bred stake
somewhere, whether that’s here or
Finger Lakes,” Englehart said. “They

Dave Harmon

have a nice New York-bred program
in this state, so hopefully we’ll find
the right spot for her next out.”

e It’s becoming apparent that So-
sua Summer’s favorite season is, well,
summer. Winning Thursday’s sixth,
a 5 1/2-furlong turf allowance, the
4-year-old colt by Summer Front is
now 3-for-3 at Saratoga for trainer
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Bill Mott.

“He broke his maiden here last
year, so he’s run good over the course
and he’s obviously very good at the
distance,” Mott said. “Horses cycle
around, and T guess this time of year
is a good time of the year for him.”

Sosua Summer won his first start at
Saratoga at 3, taking a maiden special
weight over the same 5 1/2-furlong
trip on grass. He also won July 27 go-
ing 5 1/2 furlongs. Mott said Sosua
Summer will most likely stretch out
for his next start.

“You can’t always find the right
distances, or the proper distances, or
the distances you feel that they need,”
Mott said. “Sometimes we stretch
them out a little further just because
of the lack of a different race.”

Mott has Scotland entered for to-
day’s Grade 1 Travers Stakes. The
lightly raced colt will break from the
outside gate in the field of seven, and
his Hall of Fame trainer is not worried
about the post affecting his chances.

“They should have a good clear
run down the frontside,” he said.
“The seven-hole shouldn’t be an is-
sue. I would think the field should
spread out a little bit, too.”

|
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JONATHAN SHEPPARD STAKES RECAP

All In
the Family

Well-bred Awakened

wins Gr. 1 over jumps
BY JOE CLANCY

Pedigree matters. The cross of leading sire Curl-
in and A.P. Indy mares has produced the likes of
champions Malathaat and Nest, millionaire Global
Campaign, Grade 1 winner Julia Shining and so on.
Add Grade 1 steeplechase winner to the mix after
Awakened won the $150,000 Jonathan Sheppard
at Saratoga Race Course Wednesday.

Owned by Riverdee Stable and Ten Strike Rac-
ing, the 6-year-old was by no means bred to run
over jumps but the quality was there. Leading sire
Curlin is, well, Curlin. He earned $10 million on the
track, stands for $225,000 and sired the sales-top-
per at this year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling
sale. For all that, Awakened’s female family might
be even stronger. He goes back generations with the
Phipps and Wheatley stables, traces to La Troienne,
perhaps the broodmare of all broodmares, and is
related to Grade 1 turf winner Imagining, influen-
tial stallion Not For Love, champions Numbered
Account and Rhythm and Horse of the Year, cham-
pion and Hall of Famer Busher.

A $725,000 buy-back at Keeneland September
as a yearling, Awakened won his 10th flat start for
Phipps Stable and trainer Reeve McGaughey at El-
lis Park in 2021 before being purchased as a stee-
plechase prospect. Sent to trainer Jack Fisher, the
chestnut won a maiden hurdle in September 2022
and started this year with a third in allowance com-
pany in April and a win in allowance company in
May. Next came Saratoga, where he was second in
a novice stakes Aug. 2. Weather cancellations and
short fields conspired to shuffle the Spa’s jump-race
calendar, knocking out the second novice race and
creating a 10-horse Sheppard. A Grade 1, it attract-
ed a single Grade 1 winner but an otherwise com-
petitive group topped by meet winners McTigue
and LImperator.

Awakened made the most of his chance, biding
time deep in the field, saving ground and winning a
stretch battle with Jimmy P by a length after 2 3/8
miles in 4:32.51. McTigue was a neck back in third.

Jockey Tom Garner wasn’t thrilled with the early
part of his race.

Tod Marks
Awakened jumps early in
Wednesday’s Jonathan Sheppard.

“My plan was to jump off handy,” he said. “I
got a little bit muscled back at the start which is not
like me because I do like to think I'm a bit sharper
than that. I wanted to be handy. I had to play the
cards I was dealt and I sat, sat, sat and the horse
traveled great, jumped great, I was a passenger for
a while there.”

Eighth after three fences as West Newton led
Jimmy P and Noah And The Ark up front, Awak-
ened stayed inside and listened to his jockey. With
a lap to go, they were ninth but hadn’t done much
to change that. West Newton jumped the last in
front, landed to his left and was gang-tackled by
Noah And The Ark, Jimmy P, UImperator and
McTigue. Awakened entered the final turn in sev-
enth, but going the right direction. He went around
West Newton, beat Caramelised to the fifth spot,
cut the corner and rolled through on the cones as
Jimmy P drifted out and McTigue came out from
behind horses. Those three kicked away and were
7 lengths clear of Merry Maker in fourth as Awak-
ened owned the final furlong to win for the third
time in nine jump starts.

Win or lose, Garner would have been proud of
the effort.

“I’d have been happy with his run if he’d been a
good second, but he quickened and once he hit that
top gear, he felt like he could have gone another
half-mile,” said the jockey. “What a lovely horse.
I got the splits when I needed to and I pressed ev-

ery button going up the straight and he quickened.
He probably benefited from having that run three
weeks ago.”

Garner passed credit to Fisher, the team at the
farm in Maryland and Awakened’s previous jockey
Jamie Bargary.

“I rang him before I rode him the first time and
he told me about the horse, told me everything to a
T,” Garner said. “Just through complications with
his visa, he probably should have been on the horse.
His loss is my gain, but that’s racing, you know?”

An Englishman like Bargary, Garner rode six
American races in 2017 and ultimately made it
home with highlights like sweeping both Grade 1
jump stakes at Saratoga in 2019 (with Winston C)
and 2021 (with Baltimore Bucko and The Mean
Queen). While thinking of those, and the future, he
savored Wednesday.

“That’s probably my last ride at Saratoga,” he
said. “At the end of the year 'm going to retire. It’s
been 16 years. I had my first ride when I was 16 in
England and I really appreciate everyone that has
put me up. I got a little emotional when I crossed
the line. I’'m going to ride the rest of the season here
... 'm going to focus on training and doing some
bloodstock and my wife Devon will be delighted to
hear that 'm finishing in the year. I rode my first
Grade 1 winner here on Winston C. This place
holds a very special place in my heart and I’ll miss
it but hopefully I’ll win it one day as a trainer.”
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Long Stretch

New turf horse Tawny Port
handles 13 furlongs of John’s Call

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

From the Kentucky Derby Trail to
the longest flat stakes on the turf at
Saratoga Race Course.

Tawny Port ran 12 times on the
dirt, winning three races at 2 and 3
before finishing seventh in the 2022
Derby for trainer Brad Cox.

“He’s always had a tremendous
amount of ability. We’ve seen that
previously with his previous outfits,”
said Miguel Clement, whose father
picked up training duties after a sev-
enth in the Grade 3 Ben Ali Stakes at
Keeneland in April. “Nevertheless,
we thought he had an affinity for
turf, and he was able to revive his old
form. He’s got a high cruising speed.”

The son of Pioneerof The Nile
showed that turf affinity and cruis-
ing speed in Wednesday’s $135,000
John’s Call, a 1 5/8-mile stakes for
horses that haven’t won a Grade 1 or
2 on turf this year.

Peachtree Stable’s 4-year-old de-
buted on the grass last time out in
the Grade 2 Bowling Green at 1 3/8

miles, finishing fifth in Channel Mak-
er’s gate-to-wire win.

Clement said they aimed the dark
bay colt at turf marathons after rec-
ognizing stamina in his works.

“He lacked the turn of foot that
many of our other horses in the sta-
ble have; he doesn’t have a sharp high
turn of foot,” Clement said. “Nev-
ertheless, he never quits and he kept
sustaining it.

“If you look at his cardio, he has
one of the best cardios in the entire
stable. As a result, we’re sure he can
go on to do more, but it wasn’t quite
showing in his works. Quarter-pole to
wire he was not having the same turn
of foot as the others. Nevertheless, his
cardio is remarkable, and that’s why
we thought we had to try him, the
further the better.”

Continued On Page 58

Dave Harmon

Tawny Port streaks to victory in Wednesday’s John’s Call Stakes.
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Representing Eclipse Award-winning jockey

Julien Leparoux

starting August 31 at Kentucky Downs.
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Wednesday —

M Continued from page 57

Tawny Port broke sharply but was
taken back by Joel Rosario to allow
Tide Of The Sea to be the lone lead-
er into the far turn for the first time,
and through an opening quarter-mile
in :22.94.

Six lengths covered the field
through the lane, through a half-
mile in :46.85. Tawny Port moved up
along the rail to take the lead from
Tide Of The Sea near the half-mile
pole, while the rest of the field orga-
nized their chase behind.

Good Skate and Irad Ortiz Jr. were
the first to confront Tawny Point
around the far turn, with Sy Dog and
Manny Franco also looking to un-
leash a run. Tawny Port proved he was
much the best in the stretch, kicking
away from the two closest challengers
to win by 3 1/2 lengths. Sy Dog closed
for second, while Good Skate faded
to third. Woodbine shipper British
Royalty and Kazushi Kimura, on his
first Saratoga mount, finished fourth.
Tide Of The Sea faded to fifth after
setting the early pace.

Burning Bright suffered a fatal car-
diovascular event on the clubhouse
turn and crashed through the inside
rail. Jockey Luis Saez suffered a dis-
located right collar bone and a slight
fracture of his left wrist, and will be
out three to five weeks. Saez was slated
to ride Kentucky Derby winner Mage
in today’s Grade 1 Travers Stakes.

Bred in Kentucky by WinStar Farm,

Tawny Port was a $430,000 yearling
purchase at the 2020 Keeneland Sep-
tember sale. The colt out of the Ma-
cho Uno mare Livi Makenzie bumped
his career earnings to $914,500, with
a 5-1-1 record in 14 starts.

“He’s always been a very good
mover, very efficient, very straightfor-
ward in his training,” Clement said.
“And as a result, the mile and five-
eighths today seemed ideal for him.
The longer the better, and I think he’s
onto bigger and brighter things.

Clement mentioned the Sept. 30
Joe Hirsch Turf Classic at the Belmont
at the Big A meeting and the Oct. 13
Sycamore Stakes at Keeneland as pos-
sible options.

“Wouldn’t be completely opposed
to wheeling him right back in two
weeks maybe at Kentucky Downs, so
we’ll keep everything on the table, en-
joy it, and see how he comes out of
it,” he said.

Sy Dog, by Slumber out of the Scat
Daddy mare My Love Venezuela, and
his full-brother Jimmy P each finished
second in the co-featured stakes on
the card, the former on the flat and
the latter over hurdles in the Grade 1
Jonathan Sheppard. Both were bred
by Madaket Stables and Head of
Plains Partners.

John’s Call raced on the flat and
over jumps in his eight-year career,
finishing in the money 30 times in
40 starts. Trained by the late Hall of
Famer Tom Voss, he won four races
at Saratoga including the 2000 Grade
1 Sword Dancer Invitational.

- Nolan Clancy

Gontinued On Page 59

Dave Harmon

Cherokee Cottage (9) gets up in time to win Wednesday’s 10th over a crowd.
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Dave Harmon

Perfect Munnings wins Wednesday’s second race.

Wetnesday —

M Continued from page 58
e DPerfect Munnings was the
even-money favorite going into

Wednesday’s second race.

It made sense. The 5-year-old New
York-bred was clearly the class of the
6-furlong, $25,000 claiming race.
He’d been in five stakes races and
won or placed in each. No one else in
the field had even appeared in a stakes
the last two years. He also had a high-
er winning percentage, higher speed
ratings and had earned more money
than any of the others. He also hadn’t
been out in eight months.

“I really don’t know what was
wrong,” said trainer Linda Rice, who
took over the horse’s training this
year. “When he came to me about
three months ago off the farm, he was
fat, unfit and he just didn’t want to
do it. So you look to find a way. You
try things.

“Sometimes you have to give a
horse some competition. Give him
someone to train with, maybe a baby.
Maybe you run him harder in the
mornings. He started coming ’round,
started getting over that attitude. We
just found a way to get him happy
and like his job again.”

If there was anything that could
have set Perfect Munnings back to his

lazy ways, it might have been Lohen-
grin Two taking off from the gate at
the start and getting an 8-length lead
on him in the opening quarter-mile in
:21.93.

Rice’s go-to jockey, Jose Ortiz, pa-
tiently waited his turn.

When it came it was over quickly
and decisively. Perfect Munnings was
14 1/2 lengths the best at the wire.
He was also claimed for $25,000 by
trainer Steve Asmussen.

“I knew there was a good chance
he’d be claimed,” said Rice. “But his
owners (JP Racing Stable) wanted to
see him run once more at Saratoga.”

Perfect Munnings improved to
3-for-3 at Saratoga, winning in each
of the last three seasons.  The win
extends the remarkable success the
Rice-Ortiz team has enjoyed recent-
ly. In the last two years, they’ve been
winning at a 29 percent clip togeth-
er in more than 160 races. And they
weren’t even done Wednesday.

In the ninth, a 7-furlong allow-
ance-optional for New York-breds,
the two paired again for their sec-
ond win of the day. This one with a
front-running Amundson, who easily
turned away a challenge on the turn
from favorite Radio Red and pulled
away to win by 3 lengths.

Amundson was was Rice’s 24th
win of the meet and Jose’s 28 to that
point.

— Terry Hill

“We had a 2-year-old filly with some minor shin issues,
but after a few treatments in Dr. Burke’s saltwater spa,
and with his recommendations, she went on to beat colts
in her first start in a stakes race. It is an amazing facility
and to add such a knowledgeable veterinarian it makes
going to Saratoga much more special.”

— Trainer Wesley Ward
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79&sunny

BY TERRY HILL

I asked my editors if I could cover the annual
New York Racetrack Chaplaincy charity basketball
game Aug. 3. The request was genuine, but I do
have to admit I had an ulterior motive in asking.

The game pits the Saratoga jockeys against the
horsemen. If you’ve never seen one of these games,
I highly recommend it. I know it sounds like a pub-
licity stunt because height is such an advantage in
basketball. And athletes who are required to weigh
somewhere between 110 and 115 in order to com-
pete don’t often have to bend down to walk through
doors. So no, there’s not a lot of height on Team
Jockey.

Would it surprise you then to learn that for the
last four years the jockeys have won this matchup?
It shouldn’t when I remind you that the jockeys are
all active professional athletes while most of the
Horsemen haven’t had to push themselves physi-
cally since they last ran a fast break back in high
school.

There is one height equalizer: Team Jockey is al-
lowed a ringer. One player with some height that
might be able to stop the Horsemen from getting
every single rebound. And the Jockeys had a good
one — John Wallace. After starring four years at Syr-
acuse, Wallace played seven seasons in the NBA.

Oh yes, and Wallace is 6-foot-8. Meaning that
in the NBA where definitions of words like tall and
small are somewhat different than they are in the
rest of the world, his position was “small forward.”

When the game begins there’s no doubt that this
is no publicity stunt. Both sides are serious about
winning.

After the game I spoke with Jockey Manny Fran-
co who gave me the standard post charity-game
quote. “It’s for a great cause and it really doesn’t
matter who wins.”

“I don’t know,” I responded. “It looked to me
like it mattered to you.”

Manny was all over the court during the game,
playing with the same kind of intensity and determi-
nation he brings to a stretch duel at the track.

He got a sheepish look on his face and amended
his earlier “it really doesn’t matter” line. “Yeah,” he
admitted, “I always want to win.”

The Jockeys took an early lead, but the Horse-
men whittled away at it and by halftime they were
up 36-34. Six minutes into the second half the
Horsemen had opened up by 10 points. It looked
all over for the Jockeys. But the Silk-Clads dug deep
and fought back, and with 1:36 left, Franco calmly
knocked down two free throws to put the Jockeys
ahead by one for their first lead since early in the
second quarter.

(One of the perils of writing sports is that you

Signers

must constantly invent new ways of referring to the
teams. Otherwise, if you were a Detroit baseball
writer, for instance, you’d wind up using the word
Tigers 10 times every paragraph. Instead, you vary
the reference, calling the team the Bengals, the Cats,
the Felines, the Tabbies and whatever else you could
invent, just to mix it up. All of this is by way of
asking forgiveness for “Silk-Clads” in the last para-
graph.)

Team Horsemen retook the lead with a
three-pointer, however, and with only 5.9 seconds
left in the game, the Horsemen held a two-point ad-
vantage and had two free throws coming. The an-
nouncer, with a deft phrase of his own invention I
believe, informed the crowd of about 400 that the
game was a “nail-biter.”

The Equine-Minders (see earlier note on Silk-
Clads) sank both free throws to put the game out of
reach. For the first time in four years, the Horsemen
tasted victory over the Jockeys 68-64.

Wallace was gracious in defeat.

“Last year we won by 21 but they seem to have
drafted some top college talent since then,” he said.
“They were tough.”

Kinnon LaRose, who played college basketball
before his current position as an assistant to train-
er Tom Amoss, was one of the draftees Wallace re-
ferred to. He was high scorer for the Horsemen with
16.

After the game I approached the Jockeys’ coach,
Hall of Fame rider Angel Cordero Jr., and asked if I
could get a quote from him.

“We played hard, but you can’t win them all,”
Cordero said.

I countered with my second question: “Could I
have your autograph?”

This gets to the ulterior motive I mentioned in

Continued On Page 61
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H Continued from page 60

the first paragraph. I have a jockey
autograph collection that I’ve been
building since 1957. It’s small, but
very high quality — two Hall of Fame
jockeys and the leading female jockey
of this century.

Willie Shoemaker. I got his signa-
ture when I was 12 years old when I
wrote him a no doubt soppy fan let-
ter and asked him to sign an enclosed
self-addressed, stamped (3 cents)
postcard. He did. Eight thousand
eight hundred and thirty-three wins.
Four Derbys. Five Belmonts. If you
don’t know who Shoemaker is, then
I don’t know why you’re reading The
Special.

Ted Atkinson. Three thousand
seven hundred and ninety-five wins,
including numerous Graded Stakes
before they were even graded. He is
also the only jockey I know of whose
name appears in a poem by a major
American poet. Atkinson is a key fig-
ure in Marianne Moore’s poem “Tom
Fool at Jamaica.” I have to acknowl-
edge that I understand more about
Atkinson’s accomplishments than I
do most of Marianne Moore poems.
However, in the poem, she refers to
the jockey as “Master Atkinson,” and
that I understand.

I bought Atkinson’s autograph on
eBay. It came as a note he wrote on
his wife’s stationery to a fan.

The third and final autograph in
my collection is Rosie Napravnik’s.
I’m not sure it counts as a legal au-
tograph since it’s signed “Rosie N.”
I understand why she left off the last
eight letters because there were a lot
of people behind me also waiting

for her autograph and it takes time
to write those last eight letters each
time. Still, Rosie is married and she
could have opted for something more
honed.

Rosie’s iconic moment came three
months after I got her truncated au-
tograph in 2014 when she won the
Breeders’ Cup Distaff on Untapable.
In the winner’s circle on national tele-
vision, she announced to her moth-
er and the rest of the world that she
was pregnant and would be starting
a family. The following day she rode
four races and called it a career. She
may not be in the Hall of Fame, but
neither Shoemaker nor Atkinson
pulled that off.

At my age (conveniently pointed
out to you in the name of this col-
umn) you start to think about your
final estate. What of importance and
value will T pass on to succeeding
generations? My autograph collec-
tion seemed like the perfect thing. But
with only three signatures (well, two
and a half) it felt a bit paltry. I vowed
to double that number to six this year
at Saratoga.

My targets were three Hall of
Fame riders — John Velazquez, Javi-
er Castellano and Angel Cordero Jr.
Velazquez and Castellano ride most
days here so, if I can muster the nerve,
I can get them on the jockey walk.

But Cordero isn’t consistently
available. When I read he was coach-
ing Team Jockey, I saw my chance.
Thus, my hidden agenda in volunteer-
ing to cover the game. It worked. I
now have Cordero’s autograph.

I know it’s his because I saw him
sign the reporter’s notepad I was us-
ing for game notes. For those of you
who can’t quite make it out I have
added a caption for the photo.

Only Johnny V and Javier to go!
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Jimmy Jerkens and wife Shirley standing in front
of the clubhouse big screen in 2014, imploring
Wicked Strong to get home in the Travers. “Come
on Wicked. Come on Wicked. Come on Wicked.”
Only to be foiled by their other runner, V. E. Day, in
the last jump. It was elation and deflation all at the
same time. I could only print about half of what I
heard. Still waters run deep.

Shug McGaughey leaning behind a pole behind
the front row clubhouse box seats, in solitude. His
wife and his owners in front of him, in explosion.
He didn’t utter a word, didn’t budge during the
2019 Travers, slipping down the backstairs by him-
self as Code Of Honor streaked out of sight. “That
was fun to watch.”

Steve Asmussen cavorting with his people, the
two-dollar, newspaper-to-hold-the-seat, cooler-tug-
ging racing fans. Three, four, five deep along the
chain-link fence near the quarter pole, watching
Jackie’s Warrior blow past in naked-eye brilliance
one time, two times, three times.

Rick Violette slamming his hand down on the
wooden ledge of a front-row box. “Yes,” the train-
er declared as Diversify piled on the coals in the
2018 Whitney. The front-runner still had a furlong
to go, Violette reveled in that furlong as I watched,
worrying he might still get caught. Violette’s black-
and-white conviction had never been more clear. A
lifelong horseman, he was gone two months later.

And all the others, connections watching Grade 1
victories at Saratoga. They’re printed in this paper,
etched in my soul. I haven’t gotten them all right,
not even close, there have been losers along the way,
fleeing the party that just got busted. Bob Baffert
shaking his head, a few strides before the wire of
the 2015 Travers, another Triple Crown winner
vanquished in Saratoga. “I should have gone to
Parx.” I slid out the back door of the glass-enclosed
finish-line box before hearing arx.

For 23 years at Saratoga, I haven’t watched
Grade 1 stakes, I’'ve watched people watching Grade
1 stakes. Wednesday, I watched a Grade 1 stakes. It
went something like this:

As the full field of 10 rushed toward starter Hec-
tor Soler’s flag on the far side of the Saratoga back-
stretch, Jack Fisher stared at the TV from the back
row box, “Go Tom. Go Tom. Go Tom”

[here’s'areason ourracing partners:

NEST adds a win
in the G2 Shuvee S.
to her Saratoga
accolades.

JUGHBRED | PARTNERS

Gratle

Sean Clancy leaned back in his chair as the field
broke for the Jonathan Sheppard.

“Too far back,” the former jockey said, in dis-
gust as paddock plans disappeared into the thin air
of another race gone awry.

“Too far back.”

“Get there, Tom.”

“Too far back.”

“Get there, Tom.”

For 2 miles, Fisher and Clancy watched Tom
Garner and Awakened. The trainer and the owner,
comrades for 29 years, begging and leaning for a
seam, a slot, an opening in a jam-packed 10-horse
field.

“Too far back.”

“Get there, Tom.”

“Too far back.”

“Get there, Tom.”

Into and around the fifth turn, Awakened in a
flash wasn’t too far back and Tom began to get there.

The writer in me skidded out somewhere in that
segue and the owner in me took over.

On the final turn, Garner found that seam, that
slot, that opening and Awakened pounced. I was
long gone, side-stepping, snapping, slapping and
screaming, stride for every stride with my first
Grade 1 winner.

1 View

Seventeen furlongs of deflation, one furlong of
creation and one beautiful furlong of elation.

Awakened separated from Jimmy P by a length.
I separated from Fisher and my team by about 10.
I wound up in the middle of the stairs, by myself,
stunned in disbelief, holding back tears as Awak-
ened galloped out of sight.

Tears for the little horse who came through, a
horse who lived outside for five months before we
put a saddle on him and had just repaid our faith. For
the Phipps family’s legacy of taking care of horses.

For my dad at the beach, the man who instilled
any shred of horsemanship I possess. For my mom,
who lived and breathed every jump I ever jumped.
For my sister, Sheila, the big sister who always had
my back. For my brother way down in Asmussen
land holding onto his emotions on the Fox show.
For my nephew Nolan, here for one full season, a
gifted summer for all of us before he goes off to con-
quer the world.

For Tom Law, who’s watched me lose far more
than win and has never wavered. For Kerry, Tim
and their son Declan, for their confidence. For Rob-
ert back home, who jumped into the horse game
this spring. For Marshall and his Ten Strike Racing
team, a big-time flat stable supporting the jumpers.

For Jack, who changed my life when he asked if
I wanted to ride first call for him way back in 1994
and again when he convinced me to find him horses
in my travels, the first one was a Violette-trained
gem named Bubble Economy. For Jack’s crew at the
races and at home, all their hard work makes the
difference. For Jamie Bargary who taught Awak-
ened early. For Garner, who I like as much as a per-
son as I do as a jockey.

For Annie and Miles at home, riding this crazy
ride. For Saratoga, the magic maker of my life.

I caught the tears in my throat and took a deep
breath. For once in my life in a Grade 1 stakes at
Saratoga, I watched the race.

LADTES FIRST

eclipsetbpartners.com
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8 of the last 10 edlfmns of the historic Travers S. (G1) were won by graduates of Keeneland ?

Best wishes to our September Sale graduates competing in this year’s Travers.

ARCANGELO

Belmont S. (G1)

FORTE TAPIT TRICE
Champion 2-Year-Old Colt Book 1 Yearling | Toyota Blue Grass (G1)

The unmatched quality of the

September Yearling Sale
Begins Monday, Sept. 11

View Catalog at

I(EENELAND® Catalog.Keeneland.com
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AT WIRLING CANDY

EVVIE JETS

secured her second graded stakes win
Thursday in the G2 BALLSTON SPA
at Saratoga

Congratulations to
Owner: The Estate of Robert J. Amendola
Breeder: Farfellow Farms Ltd.

In 2023:
$1,000,000 2Y0
$1,000,000 Yearling
G1 Winner Exaulted

AN
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