
Do
m

 N
ap

ol
ita

no
/N

YR
A 

Ph
ot

o

The aratoga

Saratoga’s Racing Newspaper since 2001

Year 23 • No. 17 Wednesday, August 23, 2023

SortedSorted
Randomized wires Grade 1 AlabamaRandomized wires Grade 1 Alabama

Entries & Handicapping 
Danny Gargan Stable Tour

Jumpers clash 
in Grade 1 Sheppard

Nest, Clairiere,  
Secret Oath meet Friday



2 Wednesday, August 23, 2023The Saratoga Special

Brown Advisory is proud to support the global equine 
community and its beneficiaries.

Investing in the present 
to raise the future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM
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  Field set for 154th Travers Stakes
Forte, last year’s champion 2-year-old male and winner of 

the Grade 2 Jim Dandy July 29, takes on the three winners of 
this year’s Triple Crown races in Saturday’s $1.25 million Travers 
Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. The Travers is Race 12 on a 13-
race card, with post time set for 6:11 p.m.

The Travers anchors a card that also features four other Grade 
1 stakes and will be broadcast during FOX Saratoga Saturday 
from 3-6 p.m. The field, with jockeys and morning-line odds:
1.  Forte .......................... Irad Ortiz Jr...............................7-5
2.  Arcangelo ................... Javier Castellano ......................5-2
3.  Tapit Trice ................... Jose Ortiz ...............................12-1
4.  Mage .......................... Luis Saez .................................4-1
5.  National Treasure ....... John Velazquez ........................8-1
6.  Disarm ....................... Joel Rosario .............................8-1
7.  Scotland ..................... Junior Alvarado ......................12-1

License Plate of the Day
VALELUJA, New York. 
FILLYFAN, New York. Repeat, but the driver didn’t see it.
OFALTS, Virginia. (Middleburg edition).
DRAFFT, Virginia. (Middleburg edition).
73BIGRED, New York.
KYDERBY, Delaware.

By The Numbers
1: Guy in a vintage Little League World Series windbreaker at the 
track Saturday.

2: Full-brothers who run in stakes at Saratoga Race Course 
Wednesday. Five-year-old Jimmy P is part of the field for the Jon-
athan Sheppard steeplechase stakes. Four-year-old Sy Dog is in 
the John’s Call turf stakes. Bred by Head of Plains Partners and 
Madaket Stable, they’re by Slumber out of My Love Venezuela.

Here&There...in Saratoga

thisishorseracing.com

Names of the Day
Coppola, third race. The Hammer 
Time Stable colt is by Into Mischief.

Blue Eighty Five, sixth race. 
The 2-year-old colt is by Audible out 
of Bears Measure. 

Clavinet, second race, Thursday. 
The 2-year-old is by Disco Partner. 

Wine Responsibly, second race, Thursday. The New 
York-bred is by Vino Rosso out of Held Accountable. 

Moonlight, first race, Friday. The 2-year-old colt is out 
of Sundown. 

Going The Distance, 10th race, Friday. Eleven more 
race days. We’re almost there. Finish strong.

Da
ve

 H
ar

m
onNice View. Joel Rosario looks for challengers 

– and sees none – aboard Randomized in the stretch 
of Saturday’s Alabama.
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By The Numbers
6: Members of The Special editorial and marketing teams involved in taste-testing sessions at the 
track Sunday afternoon. Check our Instagram for the scoop.

300: Donuts the Saratoga Race Course Dunkin’ has to sell in a day to declare a sellout. Saturday 
was a sellout.

29,901: Combined career wins by the six trainers in Friday’s Personal Ensign.

Worth Repeating
“Not really, we might train him the day of the race just to take the edge off him, settle him a little bit 
to go that far.”

Trainer Linda Rice, on whether 1 5/8-mile John’s Call Stakes favorite  
Pioneering Spirit trains differently than horses who compete at shorter distances 

“She has that rare ability to quicken at the end of a dirt race – you don’t see a lot of horses show that 
display of turn of foot at the top of the stretch like we see her do.” 

Trainer Todd Pletcher about Personal Ensign starter Nest 

“I’m very happy with how she’s training. Obviously, Nest is a very tall order. We’ll see how we do, but 
we couldn’t be happier with Clairiere going in. She’s a four-time Grade 1 winner of $3 million. She’s 
covered plenty of ground.”

Trainer Steve Asmusssen about Personal Ensign starter Clairiere 
 
“We’re so thrilled to be here and blessed to do this. To have the opportunity to be here at this stage 
is amazing.”

Jena Antonucci on running Belmont Stakes winner Arcangelo in the Travers

“I really didn’t care, whether we got the 1 or 7, whatever. I think a mile and a quarter, everyone has 
enough time to get a position.”

Gustavo Delgado Jr. on Kentucky Derby winner Mage drawing post four for the Travers

The Chief
The Special enjoyed a long, fun, fruitful relationship with Hall of Fame trainer Allen “The Chief” Jerk-
ens. He filled notebooks, recorders and brains with wisdom, advice, quips, opinions, history, perspec-
tive and more for 15 seasons of this newspaper even if he wasn’t sure what to make of us at the 
beginning. For years, we ran a daily quote. We’ll try to bring one back as often as we can. 

“So many things happen in a lifetime of horses. One filly ran off in the morning, all around the Hialeah 
racetrack. I ran in to scratch her, the stewards said you can’t scratch, scratches just came out and you 
prevented somebody from getting in. I said the filly just ran off, I didn’t mean for her to run off, you can 
ask anybody you want. They said if a vet deems it that she shouldn’t run, you can get her scratched 
this afternoon. She ran, she won easily. Roger Velez was on her, the bug, a maiden against non-win-
ners-of-two. You used to do that, it was so tough to get in the maidens, Hialeah never had any maiden 
claimers at their middle meet. When I had one I thought was a claimer, I ran them against winners.”

Here&There...in Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“It’s been on my bucket list.”
Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott, who sends  

out Scotland in search of his first Travers win

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

♥♥ WE   WE     NYNY
WOODSLANE FARM  

Lauren and René Woolcott
Breeder of  Belmont Stakes and Sword Dancer  

Champions TONALISTand SADLER’S JOY 
Best of luck to ALL runners at Saratoga!

Tod Marks
Jackpot. A Saratoga Race Course backside squirrel cashes a big ticket Saturday morning.



5Wednesday, August 23, 2023 The Saratoga Special

EASY ON 
 THE IZE

Nyquist’s daughter Randomized runs them 
ragged in the G1 Alabama. She already had  
the best mile-plus Beyer of her age and sex. 
Now she’s gone even faster!

10% Graded Stakes horses and 19% Black 
Type performers from starters: no stallion 
under $100k can beat him. More Nyquists 
selling soon. Just imagine.
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With 11 days to go in the 2023 season at Sara-
toga Race Course, trainer Danny Gargan owns two 
victories from 16 starts. He’s had better meets, and 
he’s not complaining, but excuse him for a moment 
while he ponders a couple might-have-beens.

“I could be having the best meet of my life if I 
had won those two other stakes,” he said. “Losing 
two stakes by a neck each is tough. If you win three 
stakes at Saratoga it’s like swhew, that’s a real good 
meet. If you win one stakes up here, you’ve had a 
good meet. It’s hard to do.”

Cases in point: Ramblin’ Wreck’s neck loss in the 
Cab Calloway division of the New York Stallion 
Series July 20 and half-brother Dakota Gold’s neck 
defeat in the Fasig-Tipton Lure Stakes Aug. 5.

“If we win those two stakes, I’d have three 
stakes wins and it would be the best meet of my 
life,” Gargan said. “You don’t ever come in here 
saying you’re going to win three stakes at Saratoga. 
It’s that tough.”

And the Gargan barn will be busy over the final 
two weeks of the meet.

“Look, there’s worse places we could be. We’re 
in Saratoga with a barn full of horses. I’m from the 
south end of Kentucky, OK, right outside Churchill 
Downs. Believe me, there are worse places we can 
be than Saratoga. I’ve got six legit stakes horses. I 
can’t complain about life at all and we’ve got a shot 
at a couple more – I think Dakota can win a stake 
at the end.”

Gargan started training full-time in 2013 and 
has built the stable into a player on the New York 
circuit and beyond with a mixture of horses span-
ning most divisions. Sunday morning, he took The 
Special’s Joe Clancy on a walk through his barns 
just behind the Morning Line Kitchen on the main-
track side.

Ramblin’ Wreck: Owned by Reeves Thoroughbred Racing and 
Peter and Patty Searles, the 3-year-old New York-bred gelding by 
Redesdale returned from a six-month break in June and won the 
Spectacular Bid Division of the New York Stallion Series at Belmont 
Park. Favored in the Calloway, the $140,000 Fasig-Tipton New 
York-bred yearling purchase came up a neck short of Itsallcominto-
getha while gaining ground late. Back in action in the Rick Violette 
Stakes for New York-breds Aug. 17, he finished a nose behind Let’s 
Go Big Blue, but got moved up to the win via disqualification for 
interference. Gargan will take it. 

“There’s a chance he runs back at the end of the meet in an 
allowance race. I might wheel him back. We’ll see.”

Named for the trainer and New York horsemen’s leader who 
died in 2018, the Violette brought more than a stakes win for Gar-
gan, whose Saratoga horses occupy Violette’s former barn. 

“I’m very proud to win the race because Rick was a true horse-
man and we’re in this barn. We have the same colors, too. Noth-
ing’s changed. We just freshen the (black and light blue) paint up 
and the initials are different. I met Rick when I was 17 or 18. He 
was galloping horses at Hialeah and had just started training on his 
own a little bit. He had six or eight horses and I was across from 
him. He was a good guy. Everybody says he argued a lot, but that’s 
because he was on those boards. He always helped me and he 
was good for horsemen. What he did for retirement and aftercare 
– he built that program. And now Rick Schosberg’s taken it over. 
If it wasn’t for those two guys, I don’t know what New York racing 
would have done. In a lot of areas.”

Dakota Gold: Ramblin’ Wreck’s year older half-brother (by Freud) 
occupies the next stall and boasts $707,950 in lifetime earnings 
fueled by five wins, two seconds and two thirds. Dakota Gold won 
his debut at Saratoga in 2021, finished fifth in the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf that year and won twice more (both New York Stal-
lion Series stakes) last year. His 2023 began in Florida and has 
thus far included a third in the Kingston Stakes and a win in the 
Hudson Valley at Belmont, then the tough-luck Lure. Look for the 
$83,000 Fasig-Tipton fall mixed sale purchase in Sunday’s West 
Point Stakes.

Yes, Gargan knows the stall location is unique. The chestnuts 
are out of the Lemon Drop Kid mare Dakota Kid and resemble each 

other enough to make you think. 
“The two brothers are next to each other and they look a lit-

tle bit alike. They’re both nice horses. Both of them are feisty on 
the track, but since we gelded Ramblin’ Wreck he’s not as feisty. 
There’s a great picture of Dakota standing behind the gate as a 
2-year-old straight up in the air, and there’s a picture of Ramblin’ 
doing the same thing right out here as a 2-year-old too.”

Pointing at Dakota Gold, whose head hangs out over the web-
bing, Gargan gets right to the point: “He’s mean.”

Nodding toward Ramblin’ Wreck, a little farther back in the stall 
munching hay: “He’s not as mean.”

And back to Dakota Gold, whose stall include an orange traffic 
cone as a warning: “The cone is there for a reason. Don’t ignore 
that. He’s baiting you to come over there and see him. He gives you 
that look – but he wants to bite you.”

Dubyuhnell: Owned by West Paces Racing and Stonestreet Sta-
ble, the 3-year-old Good Magic colt won an October maiden race 
and the Grade 2 Remsen Stakes at Aqueduct for Gargan last year. 
This year’s campaign didn’t go as well, with an eighth in the Sam 
Davis Feb. 11 and an 11th in the Florida Derby April 1. The losses 
earned him a lengthy break and he rejoined Gargan this spring. 
He’s worked five times at Saratoga including a half-mile in :47.80 
Thursday.

“His work the other day was nice. He’s had a few half-mile 

Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

The
November

SaleNOVEMBER 7, 2023

NOMINATE NOW!

With Danny Gargan

Continued On Page 8 

Tod Marks
Dakota Gold gets a chance to win  
another Saratoga stakes Sunday.
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

 MSW  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$136,500  . . . . .$105,000 
 1ST LEVEL ALW  . . . .$149,500  . . . . .$115,000 
 2ND LEVEL ALW  . . .$156,500  . . . . .$120,000 
 3RD LEVEL ALW  . . .$162,500  . . . . .$125,000 

ADAM COGLIANESE, ANDI DANEGELIS PHOTOS ©

PURCHASE A REGISTERED NY-BRED AT UPCOMING 
YEARLING AUCTIONS IN SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 

 AND GET WITH THE $60 MILLION PROGRAM!

OPEN-COMPANY PURSES AT SARATOGA
 RACE                          NY-BRED       NON-NY-BRED“These purse increases reflect the sustained growth of the 

New York-bred marketplace while also rewarding owners 
already invested in the program.”  

-Frank Gabriel, NYRA Sr. VP of racing operations

MORE OPPORTUNITY . . . 
In 2022, of the 2,589 races run in New York, no fewer than   
800 were restricted to NY-BREDS, including 60 stakes races 

(MORE THAN ANY OTHER STATE-BRED PROGRAM).
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breezes, but that was a real good one the other 
day. He’s probably a month away from running, 
but I like where he’s going. We’ll find something 
at Aqueduct or he might go to Keeneland. He’s 
got the two-x (other than) or non-winners of 
three.”

Dornoch: A full-brother to 2023 Kentucky Derby 
winner Mage, the bay colt owned by West Paces, 
R.A. Hill Stable, Belmar Racing and Breeding and 
Two Eights Racing fills up the stall door. Second 
in his debut going 6 1/2 furlongs here July 29, the 
Good Magic colt could get another Saratoga try 
or tackle the 1-mile Sapling Stakes at Monmouth 
Park Saturday. 

“He ran well the other day, it was too short 
for him and he’s huge. He’s a big boy, just look at 
him, and he’s going to get bigger. We think he’s 
going to be a two-turn horse, and he’s going to 
be a nice horse.”

James Aloysius: West Paces Racing’s 4-year-
old More Than Ready colt started just once each 
in 2021 (a second) and 2022 (a win), but has put 
together a bit of a campaign in 2023 with a win 
off the bench in March, a second at Keeneland in 
April, a third in Monmouth’s Cliff Hanger Stakes 
in May and a fourth here July 20. Beaten less 
than 2 lengths, he could get another chance next 
weekend. 

“He’s a nice horse, just cool. He’s won half his 
starts and he’s stakes-placed. There’s a two-oth-
er-than on the second or third (of September).”

Oglethorpe: Gargan owns part of the 4-year-
old Arrogate colt with West Paces, R.A. Hill Stable 
and Anthony Sileno. The bay won at Keeneland in 
April after placing in two starts last year and was 
second behind runaway winner Blue Devil (who 
won again Aug. 18) in an off-the-turf allowance 
here July 14.

“He’s been just plagued with off-the-turf 
stuff. He was second on the dirt, but I really want 
to run him on the grass once here. But he’s the 
rainmaker. Hopefully we get to run.”

Champions Dream: The gray Justify colt, 
owned by Rosedown Racing Stable, won his de-
but late in the meet here last year and went on to 
add the Grade 3 Nashua at Aqueduct. Transferred 
to trainer Mark Casse for a 3-year-old campaign, 
he finished second in January’s Pasco Stakes at 
Tampa Bay Downs, but was 11th in the Sam Da-
vis and the Tampa Bay Derby before an extended 
break. 

“He went to Hartley/De Renzo after the Tam-
pa Derby and then came back to me. He’s just 
about ready.” 

Instamatic: Reeves Thoroughbred Racing’s 
2-year-old More Than Ready colt was favored for 
his debut July 27, but walked – literally – away 
from the gate after a lengthy delayed caused by 
other horses. He finished fifth. 

“They called me about him afterward and 

I was like, ‘What about the other three that 
wouldn’t go in?’ He stood there like a pony. He 
ran OK considering. He’s back in on Thursday (the 
second race) and I think he’ll run well.”

Queen’s Martini: Another Reeves runner, the 
2-year-old Mucho Macho Man filly won her debut 
going 5 1/2 furlongs here July 19 and could re-
turn in the Spinaway Sept. 3. 

“She’s probably one of our better 2-year-olds 
and we’re considering the Grade 1. You have to 
let them make the call themselves. If she makes 
it, fine, but we already have a plan to only run her 
a few times this year and give her a month off, 
so she’s better for next year. She’ll go home in 
December no matter what, so probably two more 
starts this year. The owners have a farm and we 
get to turn them out, which is why his horses last 
forever. He’s the greatest for turning them out. 
If I tell him, ‘Look I want to give this horse 30 
days,’ he just says to send him home. It works 
out great.”

Ringy Dingy: A Fasig-Tipton October graduate, 
the 2-year-old Dialed In filly finished fifth in her 
debut July 30. The full-sister to Grade 1 winner 
and $1.6 million earner Defunded learned plenty 
in her first race and Gargan hopes to try again 
this week. 

“She ran a sneaky good race the other day, 
broke a little slow, rushed up and they were fly-
ing. The Into Mischief filly that was third, Mugen, I 
hope she’s not in the same race with us because 
I think she’ll be 1-9. It’ll take a pretty fast horse 
to beat her.”

Missouri River: Unraced gray Arrogate colt 
who cost Pine Racing Stable $275,000 as a year-
ling at Fasig-Tipton October last year is going 
through his paces and looking for a spot to debut 
this fall. 

“He’s going to be good going long some-
where – a mile-and-an-eighth – I like him. It’s 
a shame there aren’t more Arrogates out there.”

Astraeus: A 2-year-old Mitole colt owned by 
Reeves, he breezed a half-mile over the Okla-
homa training track in :47 (fastest of 66 at the 
distance) Saturday. A day later, he was goofing 
off while jogging for Gargan and then retired to 
his stall for some hay and a nap. 

“He’s quick. He’ll probably run on the second 
or the third in a grass race to get him started.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Trainer Danny Gargan.
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Tradition!
Steeplechasing has been a part of the 

Saratoga race meet since 1863!

A Saratoga

The National Steeplechase Association thanks NYRA and the New York Horsemen for preserving 
the history and tradition of jump racing at Saratoga and Belmont, hosts of three Grade I hurdle stakes.

Watch jump racing every Wednesday of the Saratoga meet  •  Post Time 1:10 PM
NSA Director of Racing, Bill Gallo: 443-553-1882

nationalsteeplechase.com

Tod Marks

August 23 (Grade 1 Jonathan Sheppard Stakes) • August 30August 23 (Grade 1 Jonathan Sheppard Stakes) • August 30
At Aqueduct September 14 (Grade 1 Lonesome Glory Stakes).At Aqueduct September 14 (Grade 1 Lonesome Glory Stakes).

nationalsteeplechase.comnationalsteeplechase.com
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BY JOE CLANCY
Of all the things to come out of a 

night on Caroline Street in downtown 
Saratoga Springs, Noah And The Ark 
might be one of the most unlikely – 
and most successful.

Four years ago, English jump jock-
ey Harry Beswick was on vacation 
with some friends and met American 
jump trainer Todd McKenna while 
experiencing the sights and sounds 
of Caroline Street. They bar-hopped 
(of course), talked horses, watched 
a phone video of a handicap hurdle 
at Worcester  and  –  after breakfast 
at The Horseshoe – struck a deal to 
send the 5-year-old gelding to Ameri-
ca. To that point, he’d won four races 
for Beswick’s cousin Bart and trainer 
Donald McCain Jr.

Now, the chestnut is an American 
Grade 1 winner and the highweight in 
today’s Grade 1 Jonathan Sheppard 
Handicap steeplechase. The first race 
on the card at 1:10 p.m. drew 10 run-
ners, including meet winners L’Imper-
ator and McTigue and 2022 Saratoga 
stakes winner Theocrat. Just one was 
a conversation at the Tin and Lint, 
Desperate Annie’s, Gaffney’s, Hamlet 
and Ghost, Dango’s or some other es-
tablishment in 2019.

So where were they on Caroline 
Street when this conversation started?

“Where weren’t we on Caroline 
Street is probably more of the ques- Tod Marks

Noah And The Ark looks for his second Grade 1 win in today’s Jonathan Sheppard.

Party Animal
Noah And The Ark heads field 
of 10 in Grade 1 jump feature

Continued On Page 12 

JONATHAN SHEPPARD PREVIEW
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the re   l deal.
Top Freshman Sires The Last 5 Years
At Fasig-Tipton’s Premier Yearling Sale

   Sold Average
Authentic 11 $510,909
City of Light 7 $427,857
Bolt d’Oro 10 $407,000
Frosted  7 $371,429
Good Magic 7 $362,857
Gun Runner 7 $331,429
Nyquist  8 $320,625

*5 or more sold

LOOK FOR FIRST YEARLINGS AT KEENELAND.
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tion,” Harry Beswick said this week. “I’d always 
take a trip to Saratoga with my friends from France 
and it was just a holiday. We bumped into Todd 
and we had quite a night out on Caroline Street. 
We had this horse, he was in his novice campaign 
at the time. It’s quite incredible how it’s all sort of 
snowballed to where we all are today.”

With McKenna in 2020, Noah And The Ark ran 
twice, not well, and reunited with Beswick for a 
ride – and a win –  in 2021. Last year, they upset 
Snap Decision in the Grade 1 Lonesome Glory at 
Aqueduct (at 41-1) and finished second to eventual 
Eclipse Award winner and Irish raider Hewick in 
the Grade 1 American Grand National at Far Hills, 
N.J., in October.

The 9-year-old Vinnie Roe gelding opened 2023 
with a fifth in the Grade 1 Iroquois in May and 
was fourth in the Grade 1 A.P. Smithwick here July 
19. Neither went according to plan. In the 3-mile 
Iroquois at Nashville, Tenn., Noah And The Ark 
pulled hard and nearly pitched Beswick over his 
head a few jumps early. He pressed the pace, ran 
every step, went wide on the turns and actually 
stayed on OK to finish fifth. Before the Smithwick, 
he was wild in the paddock and warm-ups but dull 
and out the back in the race before rallying late to 
be fourth as Belfast Banter cruised to an easy win.

“He’s a very complex horse,” said Beswick. “I’ve 
been fortunate enough to ride him his whole career 
and you think I’d know him inside out by now. The 
biggest surprise was probably Nashville. I’ve nev-
er experienced him so unrideable. Then he actually 
ran quite well figuring he did everything wrong. I 
was happy with his run in the Smithwick. He got a 
bit lit up in the preliminaries. We’re going to try to 
work around that as best we can. Saratoga is a big 

crowd, a lot of walking and he doesn’t need much 
of an excuse to get lit up.”

The first three Smithwick finishers all went to the 
sidelines afterward, leaving Noah And The Ark as 
the 158-pound highweight against mainly less ex-
perienced horses. He’s the 4-1 second choice behind 
McTigue for Keystone Stable.

Originally scheduled for Aug. 16, the Sheppard 
offers a potential highlight to a Spa steeplechase 
season plagued by small fields and weather cancel-
ations. The Smithwick was five weeks ago. A week 
later, L’Imperator won an allowance hurdle. The 
next race, the Jonathan Kiser novice stakes Aug. 2, 
went to McTigue over Awakened and Merry Mak-
er. There hasn’t been a jump race since due to low 
entries and soft turf.

The shuffling brings a mixed, if competitive, 
group to today’s $150,000 race. Fifth and sixth in 
the Smithwick, West Newton and Redicean return. 
McTigue is perfect in two American starts, a win 
by disqualification in May and a professional score 
in the Kiser. The Irish-bred tracked a quick tempo 
from third early, got first run on the closers and 
won by 3 3/4 lengths for Irv Naylor and trainer 
Cyril Murphy. 

With Irish trainer Jim Bolger, McTigue won and 
finished sixth behind future Group 1 winner Lux-
embourg on the flat as a 2-year-old in 2021. He 
went jumping with Emmett Mullins and won his 
first two – a 3-year-old hurdle in England and a 

Sheppard –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 14 

Tod Marks
L’Imperator tries to add a Grade 1 jump win to his Grade 2 
victory on the flat.
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Maryland Sire Showcase
OVER $1 MILLION IN PURSES 

• A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND-MILLION SIRED HORSES •

Pre-Entry Deadline October 1

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 1
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line
Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100 • Pre-Entry Books available August 15 

Got a  

Maryland-sired  

horse in your stable?
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$147,000 race at Auteuil in France. 
Once imported, the 4-year-old in-
herited a win when a rival went off 
course in front of him in May and did 
everything right in the Kiser.

“McTigue was bought with the 
summer racing in mind, because of 
the flat running he did and the nicer 
ground he did better on,” Murphy 
said. “When he got back to the winter 
racing there, he wasn’t as successful. 
He’s a very light-framed horse.”

McTigue wouldn’t be running if 
Belfast Banter didn’t come up with a 
tendon after the Smithwick and Mur-
phy knows that trying a 4-year-old 
novice Grade 1 company looks ambi-
tious. The 7-2 favorite on the morn-
ing line, McTigue carries 150 pounds 
including Gerard Galligan while seek-
ing his fifth win in nine jump starts at 
his longest distance.

“Noah And The Ark has separated 
himself a little bit, but looking at the 
nominations, it’s a novice race with a 
Grade 1 status on it,” Murphy said 
last week. “Is 2 3/8 within his wheel-
house or are we stretching him a little 
bit? We’ll see. He’s a 4-year-old and 

with the fall races he’s got some op-
tions.”

Hudson River Farm’s L’Imperator 
dazzled in an allowance hurdle score 
here July 26, and brings the race’s 
best flat form for trainer Arch King-
sley. With Chad Brown, the son of 
Holy Roman Emperor won the Grade 
2 Fort Marcy last May and finished 
second in the Grade 2 Bowling Green 
here last summer. He’s won his last 
two over jumps, but is the least ex-
perienced horse in the field with just 
four starts (all this year). Parker Hen-
driks takes the ride at 148 pounds 
and 9-2. 

Two-time hurdle winner Awakened 
(6-1) finished second to McTigue in 
the Kiser, and tries again while getting 
a 10-pound shift in his favor in the 
handicap. 

Jimmy P (also 6-1) makes his first 
start since winning a handicap hur-
dle in May. Irish-based jockey Danny 
Mullins, aboard for the win, returns. 
A winner here last year, Theocrat (8-
1) has been first or second in all four 
American starts, but hasn’t run since 
November. 

Third in the Kiser, Merry Maker 
(12-1) looks for his third win over 
jumps for Kingsley. Redicean, West 
Newton and Caramelised complete 
the field.

Sheppard –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
McTigue (right) and Awakened meet again in today’s Grade 1 jump race.
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It PAY$ to Race  
Delaware Certified! 

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM 
777 Delaware Park Blvd.  Wilmington, DE 19804 

302-994-2398 tel • 302-994-3392 fax 
email: dctp@dtha.com • website: www.dtha.com

To find out if your horse is DCTP eligible,  
go to dtha.com and click on the DCTP link.

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM 
 



SHOWCASE RACES 
Restricted Delaware Bred or Certified

PURSES $100,000 EACH 
Eligibility Requests Close September 13, 2023

Contact Delaware Park racing office at 302-994-2521 ext 1212

SCHEDULE FOR 2023  

The Small Wonder 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Six Furlongs 

The First State Dash 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023

Two Year Olds  •  Six Furlongs 

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff  
Thursday, September 28, 2023 

Fillies & Mares Three Year Olds & Upward  •  Six Furlongs 

The New Castle 
 

Three Year Olds & Upward  •  Six Furlongs 

Thursday, September 28, 2023

Owners Day Showcase Races, 
The DTHA Governors Day Handicap 

and The George Rosenberger Memorial 
to be run Saturday, September 9, 2023. 

Eligibility requests close August 26, 2023. 
A $50,000 purse bonus will be added to each 

race for Delaware Certified eligible horses that 
run and finish 1st, 2nd or 3rd. Purse total 

will be $150,000 for DCTP horses.
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EEnnjjooyy  llooccaallllyy  oowwnneedd,,  
OOnnee  WWiitthh  LLiiffee  OOrrggaanniicc  TTeeqquuiillaa!!

NNooww  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  SSiirroo’’ss..

OOnnee  WWiitthh  LLiiffee  iiss  tthhee  ooffffiicciiaall  tteeqquuiillaa  
ooff  HHuuddssoonn  RRiivveerr  FFaarrmmss  LLLLCC..

BY JOE CLANCY
The path from losing a $40,000 

maiden claimer on the dirt at Aque-
duct in March to favoritism in Sara-
toga Race Course turf stakes in Au-
gust might never be called direct, but 
Pioneering Spirit is certainly doing his 
part. 

A. Bianco Holding Limited’s 
4-year-old gelding rides a four-race 
winning streak into today’s John’s 
Call Stakes and is the 5-2 choice on 
the morning line in a field of nine. At 
1 5/8 miles on the Mellon Turf Course 
and restricted to non-winners of a 
Grade 1 or Grade 2 turf stakes this 
year, the $135,000 race drew its typi-
cal mixture of runners. Six have been 
claimed. One ran in the Kentucky 
Derby. One has run 30 times. One is 

a full-brother to a horse who runs in a 
Grade 1 jump race on the card.

Pioneering Spirit fits in there some-
where. Bred in Kentucky by Interna-
tional Equities Holdings, he failed to 
sell as a yearling, went to England and 
sold for $144,315 as a 2-year-old at 
the Tattersalls Craven breeze-up sale. 
Fourth in his debut for Irish trainer 
Jessica Harrington at The Curragh 
in July 2021, the son of American 
Pharoah came back to the United 
States and joined the Todd Pletcher 
stable for Team Valor International – 
and lost eight maiden special weight 
races in New York, Louisiana, Florida Dave Harmon

Pioneering Spirit has won four in a row for trainer Linda Rice.

Travel T ip
Pioneering Spirit puts win streak  
on line in marathon turf stakes

Continued On Page 17 

JOHN’S CALL STAKES PREVIEW
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When we say 
It pays to be 

a Virginia-bred

We mean it!

Virginia-bred GIGANTE won 
$306,900 purse money 

for the Grade 2 Secretariat S on August 12
 •

He earned an additional  
$153,450 VA-bred bonus money

•
That’s a total of $460,350

for a win at Colonial Downs in an open 
race with a $500,000 purse

See VaBred.org for program details  
or contact the Virginia Thoroughbred 

Association at 434-977-3716
©
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and Kentucky. 
Off eight months, he emerged for a 

$40,000 claiming tag at Aqueduct in 
March. Going a mile on the dirt, he 
caught the attention of trainer Linda 
Rice.

“I was shopping two horses in the 
race, the other one was a Curlin, but I 
just felt like this horse did have some 
faster back numbers and I thought I’d 
take a shot,” she said Tuesday. “He 
was running on the dirt, but he had 
run some pretty good speed figures 
earlier in his career and I thought 
maybe he’d be versatile.”

The Curlin, Long Term, won the 
race for Pletcher and Repole Sta-
ble but didn’t get claimed. Pioneer-
ing Spirit finished second and joined 
Rice’s barn. He ran twice in April, 
finishing third for $75,000 and sixth 
in a maiden special weight (both on 
the dirt) before trying the turf in May. 
Risked for $40,000 again, he won by 
4 1/2 lengths going a mile at Belmont 
Park. A month later, he won a starter 
at 1 1/8 miles. Twenty days after came 
another win, going 1 1/4 miles in a 
first-level allowance. At Saratoga July 
27, the trip got longer – 1 3/8 miles – 
and he won again.

Rice didn’t say she saw the turn-
around coming, but appreciates the 
horse’s newfound purpose and di-
rection. Turf helped. Distance helped 
more.

“He was pretty sore behind, his 
hind end, he was struggling with 
that,” she said. “He wasn’t break-
ing well. I fiddled with that and the 
dirt long enough and just said, ‘You 
know what, I’ve got to put him back 
on the turf,’ and away he went. They 
all have something [they’re good at]. 
It’s satisfying.”

From post four with Jose Ortiz, 
Pioneering Spirit looks for his fifth 
consecutive win but will likely need 
another step forward against a solid 
group.

“He’s shown himself to be ratable 
in the races and he’s just got a real-
ly quick turn of foot when it comes 
to sprinting home,” Rice said. “He’s 
got a high cruising speed and he can 
quicken, as they say. He can really 
quicken at the end of his races.”

Woodbine shipper British Roy-
alty exits a third in the 2-mile Bel-

mont Gold Cup for Bruce Lunsford 
and trainer Barbara Minshall. The 
5-year-old English Channel gelding 
won Woodbine’s Breeders’ Stakes at 
1 1/2 miles in 2021, finished second 
in the Grade 3 Singspiel in Septem-
ber. Woodbine-based Kazushi Kimu-
ra keeps the mount at 7-2 from post 
five. Peachtree Stable’s Tawny Port 
won three races for trainer Brad Cox 
last year – topped by the Grade 3 
Ohio Derby – and was beaten just 4 
3/4 lengths by Rich Strike in the 2022 
Kentucky Derby. Fifth in the Bowling 
Green here July 30 in his first start 
for trainer Christophe Clement, the 
4-year-old Pioneerof The Nile colt 
leads the field with $840,250 in ca-
reer earnings. Joel Rosario rides at 
9-2 from post six.

Head of Plains Partners homebred 
Sy Dog, whose full-brother Jimmy P 
runs in the Jonathan Sheppard over 
hurdles to start the day, won his first 
three starts in 2021 and 2022 (includ-
ing the Grade 3 Transylvania) but 
has been looking for a breakthrough 
since. The son of Slumber finished 
fourth in the Saratoga Derby here last 
year and was third at Colonial Downs 
last out for trainer Graham Motion. 
Manny Franco rides the 4-year-old at 
5-1 from post eight. Motion also en-
tered Wertheimer and Frere’s Serifos. 
The two-time winner is 20-1.

Trainer Tom Morley entered Flying 
P Stable’s Tide Of The Sea off a sev-
enth in the Belmont Gold Cup and a 
second in the Fort Marcy before that. 
He was third in last year’s John’s Call, 
on the dirt. Javier Castellano rides the 
7-year-old English Channel gelding 
from post seven at 6-1. Good Skate 
exits a second to the favorite here July 
27. Burning Bright (a son of Empire 
Maker and female turf champion 
Forever Together) seeks his first turf 
win for trainer Norm Casse at 12-1. 
The Reds makes his first start off the 
claim for Jordan Wycoff and trainer 
Joe Sharp at 15-1. 

John’s Call –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Tawny Port runs on the turf for the second time.
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Wednesday, August 23.

1ST (1:10PM). $150,000, STK - THE JONATHAN SHEPPARD, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............L’Imperator (FR) ................P. Hendriks .........................A. Kingsley, Jr. ................ 9-2
2  ......2 ............Jimmy P ...........................D. Mullins ...........................K. Brion .......................... 6-1
3  ......3 ............Awakened.........................T. Garner .............................J. Fisher ......................... 6-1
4  ......4 ............Theocrat (IRE) ...................B. Dalton ............................K. Brion .......................... 8-1
5  ......5 ............Noah And The Ark (IRE) .....H. Beswick .........................T. McKenna..................... 4-1
6  ......6 ............Merry Maker (IRE) .............G. Watters ...........................A. Kingsley, Jr. .............. 12-1
7  ......7 ............Redicean (GB) ...................R. Dunne ............................L. Young ....................... 12-1
8  ......8 ............West Newton (GB) .............S. Mulqueen .......................R. Hendriks ................... 12-1
9  ......9 ............McTigue (IRE) ...................G. Galligan ..........................C. Murphy ....................... 7-2
10......10 ..........Caramelised (GB) ..............C. McGivern ........................L. Young ....................... 20-1

2ND (1:46PM). $55,000, CLM $25,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............Graywing ..........................D. Davis ..............................J. Englehart .................. 15-1
2  ......2 ............Victory Built ......................L. Saez ...............................J. Englehart .................. 12-1
3  ......3 ............Bustin Shout .....................K. Carmouche .....................B. Levine ........................ 5-2
4  ......4 ............Perfect Munnings ..............J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 1-1
5  ......5 ............Bronx Bomber ...................M. Franco ...........................M. Kantarmaci .............. 10-1
6  ......6 ............Lohengrin Two ..................J. Torres .............................C. Baker ......................... 8-1
7  ......7 ............Unflappable Max ...............I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................M. Ferraro....................... 6-1

3RD (2:19PM). $162,500, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double, Quinella
1  ......1 ............Mid Day Image .................J. Ortiz ................................D. Jacobson ................... 5-1
1a  .....2 ............Cazadero ..........................M. Franco ...........................D. Jacobson ................... 5-1
1x  .....AE-MTO ..Colonel Bowman ................ Rider TBA .........................D. Jacobson ................... 5-1
2  ......3 ............Coppola ............................J. Alvarado..........................D. Romans .................... 10-1
3  ......4 ............High Front .........................I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................C. Clement...................... 2-1
4  ......5 ............Arzak ................................L. Saez ...............................M. Trombetta ................ 10-1
5  ......6 ............Slipstream ........................J. Rosario ...........................C. Clement...................... 8-1
6  ......7 ............Bring Me a Check .............T. Gaffalione........................P. Reynolds ..................... 9-2
7  ......8 ............Jaxon Traveler ..................F. Prat .................................S. Asmussen ................. 12-1
8  ......9 ............Thin White Duke ...............J. Velazquez........................D. Donk .......................... 7-2
9  ......AE-MTO ..Sheriff Bianco ...................J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 2-1

4TH (2:52PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............Mission Hill .......................J. Rosario ...........................W. Mott ........................... 7-2
2  ......2 ............Fluorescent Bay ................K. Davis ..............................R. Davis ........................ 20-1
3  ......3 ............Tip of the Boot ..................D. Brown ............................M. Coffey ...................... 30-1
4  ......4 ............Dolly’s Bank ......................S. Bridgmohan ....................M. Coffey ...................... 30-1
5  ......5 ............Slapintheface ....................M. Franco ...........................A. Dutrow ....................... 5-2
6  ......6 ............Tony O ..............................K. Carmouche .....................D. Donk .......................... 4-1
7  ......7 ............Druid ................................E. Greenidge .......................G. Goodwin ................... 20-1
8  ......8 ............Laurel Valley .....................F. Prat .................................M. Maker ........................ 5-1
9  ......9 ............Lt. Mitchell ........................J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 9-2
10......10 ..........Cash Bail ..........................S. Uske ...............................P. Meadow .................... 20-1
11......AE-MTO ..I’m Just ............................. Rider TBA .........................C. Clement...................... 4-1
12......AE-MTO ..Bastion .............................D. Davis ..............................T. Albertrani .................. 15-1
13......AE-MTO ..Aula ..................................R. Silvera ............................M. Maker ........................ 6-1

5TH (3:26PM). $95,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ......3 ............April Antics .......................M. Franco ...........................M. Kantarmaci ................ 7-2
1a  .....6 ............Shigeko ............................J. Alvarado..........................M. Kantarmaci ................ 7-2
2  ......1 ............I’m Nervous Now ..............J. Rosario ...........................M. Dini ............................ 8-1
3  ......2 ............Disruption .........................I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................C. Brown ........................ 5-2
4  ......4 ............Kara Para ..........................D. Davis ..............................J. Ryerson .................... 10-1
5  ......5 ............Saratoga Chrome ..............R. Santana, Jr. ....................J. Hiles ......................... 10-1
6  ......7 ............Red Moon .........................J. Ortiz ................................W. Morey ........................ 9-5
7  ......8 ............Charge Nurse ....................L. Saez ...............................J. Englehart .................... 8-1

Copyright 2023 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

6TH (4:00PM). $88,000, MSW, 2 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............Albedo ..............................L. Saez ...............................P. Serpe ........................ 15-1
2  ......2 ............Benzodini ..........................T. Gaffalione........................S. Asmussen ................... 5-1
3  ......3 ............Mischief Joke ...................I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................M. Maker ........................ 9-5
4  ......4 ............Officer Derick ...................K. Carmouche .....................T. Albertrani .................. 12-1
5  ......5 ............Dixie Pharaoh ...................D. Davis ..............................R. Handal ........................ 8-1
6  ......6 ............Skyler’s Starship ...............J. Castellano .......................J. Terranova, II .............. 12-1
7  ......7 ............Blue Eighty Five ................M. Franco ...........................W. Mott ........................... 8-1
8  ......8 ............B D Saints .........................J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 7-2
9  ......9 ............Hal Away ..........................K. Davis ..............................J. Falk .......................... 30-1
10......10 ..........Ez Roll ..............................J. Velazquez........................T. Morley ...................... 15-1

7TH (4:34PM). $135,000, STK - THE JOHN’S CALL (LISTED), 4 YO’S & UP, 1 5/8M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............Good Skate .......................I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................M. Maker ...................... 10-1
2  ......2 ............Serifos ..............................F. Geroux ............................H. Motion ...................... 20-1
3  ......3 ............Burning Bright ..................L. Saez ...............................N. Casse ....................... 12-1
4  ......4 ............Pioneering Spirit ...............J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 5-2
5  ......5 ............British Royalty ..................K. Kimura ...........................B. Minshall ..................... 7-2
6  ......6 ............Tawny Port ........................J. Rosario ...........................C. Clement...................... 9-2
7  ......7 ............Tide of the Sea .................J. Castellano .......................T. Morley ........................ 6-1
8  ......8 ............Sy Dog ..............................M. Franco ...........................H. Motion ........................ 5-1
9  ......9 ............The Reds ..........................T. Gaffalione........................J. Sharp ........................ 15-1
10......AE-MTO ..Mystic Night ...................... Rider TBA .........................R. Diodoro ...................... 3-1

8TH (5:10PM). $52,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............The Elusive Drwong ..........K. Carmouche .....................J. Kimmel ..................... 20-1
2  ......2 ............Into It ................................J. Gomez ............................R. Dutrow, Jr. ................ 12-1
3  ......3 ............Tiz the Coast .....................R. Santana, Jr. ....................J. Ortiz .......................... 12-1
4  ......4 ............Rockstar Red ....................F. Prat .................................L. Rice ............................ 7-2
5  ......5 ............A Lister .............................A. Castillo ...........................E. Pringle ...................... 50-1
6  ......6 ............My Favorite Topic ..............D. Davis ..............................M. Hennig ..................... 12-1
7  ......7 ............Bolt d’Plata .......................J. Ortiz ................................J. Terranova, II .............. 10-1
8  ......8 ............Bee Well ...........................T. McCarthy ........................J. Sisterson .................... 8-1
9  ......9 ............Sixwillberich .....................J. Torres .............................T. Morley ........................ 8-1
10......10 ..........Mufrih ...............................L. Saez ...............................S. Joseph, Jr. .................. 5-1
11......11 ..........Strapped ...........................I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................T. Pletcher ...................... 9-2
12......12 ..........Wild Guess .......................T. Gaffalione........................L. Lewis ........................ 10-1
13......AE ..........Fast Boat to Skye ..............J. Ortiz ................................M. Trombetta ................ 10-1
14......AE ..........Collect From Ike ................J. Castellano .......................J. Pregman, Jr. ............... 8-1
15......AE ..........Gold Franc (IRE) ................J. Leparoux.........................K. McPeek ...................... 8-1
16......AE-MTO ..Vigano ............................... Rider TBA .........................N. Zito ............................ 6-1

9TH (5:44PM). $100,000, AOC $45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ......1 ............Straight Arrow...................S. Camacho ........................M. Dini ............................ 8-1
2  ......2 ............Thrill of It ..........................J. Torres .............................J. Terranova, II .............. 15-1
3  ......3 ............Zeebear ............................M. Franco ...........................L. Rice ............................ 8-1
4  ......4 ............Aggregation ......................F. Prat .................................C. Brown ........................ 5-1
5  ......5 ............Amundson ........................J. Ortiz ................................L. Rice ............................ 9-2
6  ......6 ............Radio Red .........................J. Rosario ...........................D. Gargan ....................... 7-2
7  ......7 ............Brew Pub ..........................J. Alvarado..........................R. Rodriguez ................... 8-1
8  ......8 ............Prince of Pharoahs ............I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................R. Dutrow, Jr. .................. 6-1
9  ......9 ............What’s Up Bro ...................J. Castellano .......................R. Klesaris .................... 15-1
10......10 ..........Montebello ........................L. Saez ...............................T. Pletcher ...................... 8-1

10TH (6:18PM). $52,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ......1 ............Solevo Spritz .....................J. Torres .............................G. Rodriguez ................. 30-1
2  ......2 ............Souper Tropical .................T. McCarthy ........................M. Trombetta ................ 12-1
3  ......3 ............Call Me Penny ...................J. Gomez ............................E. Caramori .................. 30-1
4  ......4 ............Lexi’s Spirit .......................D. Davis ..............................M. Hennig ..................... 15-1
5  ......5 ............Love Mami Love ...............T. Gaffalione........................S. Joseph, Jr. .................. 5-1
6  ......6 ............Quiescent .........................J. Castellano .......................R. Ribaudo .................... 12-1
7  ......7 ............Nursekringledances ..........J. Leparoux.........................I. Wilkes ........................ 12-1
8  ......8 ............Negra Gata .......................L. Saez ...............................M. Trombetta .................. 9-2
9  ......9 ............Cherokee Cottage .............J. Alvarado..........................W. Mott ......................... 12-1
10......10 ..........Iguazu (IRE) ......................F. Prat .................................W. Ward .......................... 8-1
11......11 ..........Accept the Outcome (IRE) .I. Ortiz, Jr. ...........................C. Brown ........................ 7-2
12......12 ..........Shesasmalltowngirl ..........M. Franco ...........................M. Maker ........................ 5-1

 SARATOGA ENTRIES
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Race

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Jimmy P
McTigue

Noah And The Ark
Perfect Munnings

Bustin Shout
Unflappable Max

High Front
Jacobson entry
Thin White Duke

Slapintheface
Mission Hill
Laurel Valley
Disruption
Red Moon

Krakow entry
B D Saints

Mischief Joke
Benzodini

Mystic Night
Pioneering Spirit

Tawny Port
Bolt d’Plata

Rockstar Red
Mufrih

Aggregation
Radio Red
Amundson
Negra Gata

Iguazu
Love Mami Love

Tom Law Rob Whitlock Charles BedardJohn Shapazian Jessica Paquette

Awakened
Jimmy P

L’Imperator
Perfect Munnings

Bustin Shout
Bronx Bomber

High Front
Thin White Duke

Bring Me A Check
Mission Hill

Slapintheface
Tony O

April Antics
Red Moon
Disruption

Mischief Joke
Benzodini
B D Saints

British Royalty
Tawny Port

Pioneering Spirit
Strapped

Rockstar Red
Mufrih

Radio Red
Amundson
Zeebear

Accept The Outcome
Negra Gata
Quiescent

Awakened
Theocrat
McTigue

Perfect Munnings
Bustin Shout

Graywing 
Bring Me A Check

High Front
Thin White Duke

Slapintheface
Mission Hill
Laurel Valley
Red Moon

Charge Nurse
Kara Para
B D Saints
Benzodini

Albedo
Tide Of The Sea

Good Skate
Serifos
Into It

Sixwillberich 
Mufrih

Radio Red
Prince Of Pharoahs 

What’s Up Bro
Love Miami Love

Lexi’s Spirit
Quiescent

L’Imperator 
McTigue

Awakened
Perfect Munnings

Bustin Shout
Unflappable Max
Colonel Bowman

High Front
Bring Me A Check

Aula
Slapintheface
Laurel Valley
Red Moon

Charge Nurse
Kantarmaci entry

Mischief Joke
Dixie Pharaoh 
Officer Derick
Mystic Night

Tide Of The Sea
Tawny Port

Collect From Ike
Rockstar Red

Mufrih
Amundson
Zeebear

Prince Of Pharoahs 
Accept The Outcome

Love Mami Love
Negra Gata 

Awakened 
L’Imperator 
Theocrat 

Perfect Munnings 
Bustin Shout 

Bronx Bomber 
Thin White Duke 

Arzak 
High Front 
Mission Hill 
Laurel Valley 

Cash Bail 
Disruption 

I’m Nervous Now 
Red Moon 

Dixie Pharaoh 
Mischief Joke 

Blue Eighty Five 
Sy Dog 
Serifos 

British Royalty 
Sixwillberich 
Rockstar Red 

Strapped 
Prince Of Pharoahs 

Zeebear 
Aggregation 
Negra Gata 

Iguazu 
Cherokee Cottage

2023 Records 92/295 80/295 75/295 91/295 54/295

The

power
Grid

Expert handicapping presented by...Toga Party Racing Stable
Low risk, high excitement, no monthly maintenance fees. NYRA circuit. 

Join now and race this meet. Call 518-390-5486

Join The Readers Club
Early email editions, cool swag, discounts at local merchants, special content and more.

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub



20 Wednesday, August 23, 2023The Saratoga Special

Where  do future jockeys and trainers get their start?
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Promoting the future of 
steeplechase and equine sports 
by funding education and racing 
opportunities for young riders. 

The MSA sponsors clinics, internships, and youth/
amateur racing, as well as an annual awards series for 
Maryland-based point-to-points and sanctioned jump 
meets. Explore MarylandSteeplechase.com.

Maryland Steeplechase Association is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization. Should you wish to make a tax-
deductible contribution to the Maryland Steeplechase 
Association or its dedicated Jonathan Kiser Memorial Fund, 
please call 410-245-6230 or mail a check to: Maryland 
Steeplechase Association, Inc., P.O Box 1485, Brooklandville, 
MD 21022. Or go online to MarylandSteeplechasing.com

Thank you for 
your generosity 

and good luck to 
all the Saratoga 

connections!

BY SEAN CLANCY
Gray Lyster doesn’t pick up rocks, walnuts 

and acorns anymore. 
That’s what happens when you sell the most 

valuable horse on the farm. 
Lyster and his brother Bryan manage Ashview 

Farm in Versailles, Ky. With Richard Santul-
li’s Colts Neck Stable, Ashview bought Marion 
Ravenwood for $400,000 in 2017, sold three of 
her offspring, including Personal Ensign favor-
ite Nest, for a combined $875,000 and sold the 
mare to Coolmore for $2.6 million in November. 

“It was bittersweet. But I can’t afford to own 
$2.6 million horses,” Lyster said Tuesday. “The 
only good part, it was relief. You have this super 
valuable horse and you’re looking at her, dou-
ble checking her. I’m watching her walk off the 
van and I’m kicking little rocks and walnuts and 
acorns out of the way. You’re overanalyzing ev-
erything. Relief, thrill, bittersweet. You don’t get 
excited about a horse of that quality leaving your 
farm but it’s what we’ve done for 50 years.”

The Lysters’ parents, Wayne and Margaret 
“Muffy” Lyster III, bought Ashview in 1978 
and have been raising horses on its 350 acres 
since. Nest is at the top of the list.  

Owned by Repole Stable, Eclipse Thorough-
bred Partners and Michael House, Nest seeks 
her ninth win and fourth Grade 1 stakes tri-
umph in the Personal Ensign. 

The $500,000 stakes highlights Friday’s card. 
The ninth race on the 10-race pre-Travers pro-
gram attracted six runners, topped by three 
Grade 1 winners. Secret Oath, Nest and Clairi-
ere have traded wins and losses for two seasons. 
The trio face each other for the first time since 
Malathaat’s Breeders’ Cup Distaff when Clairi-
ere rallied to be third, Nest finished fourth and 
Secret Oath faded to fifth.

With eight wins from 12 starts and a come- Susie Raisher/NYRA Photo
Champion Nest headlines Friday’s Personal Ensign.

Building a Nest 
Breeder Lyster enjoys ride with filly champ

Continued On Page 21 

PERSONAL ENSIGN & STAKES PREVIEWS
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Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation
burkeequinetherapy.com

BURKE EQUINE

ECB COLD SALTWATER SPA AQUAPACER

POST-SURGICAL CARE. 
PRE-CONDITIONING VIA TRAINING TRACK. 

STOWE BURKE, DVM
stowe.burke@gmail.com     |     (518) 210-4322

Burke Equine is located 4 miles from Saratoga Race Course

“I’ve worked with Stowe Burke for years. He’s a  
seasoned horseman and a veterinarian. This is a great 

 combination to have at a rehabilitation center.”
– Hall of Fame trainer Todd Pletcher 

back victory over Clairiere in the 
Grade 2 Shuvee here July 23, Nest 
should go off favorite in the 9-furlong 
stakes. Trained by Todd Pletcher and 
ridden by Irad Ortiz Jr., the daughter 
of Curlin has missed the board once 
when fourth in the Breeders’ Cup.

“It’s flattering, it’s unbelievable. 
It’s just a pleasure to be associated 
with one like this,” Lyster said. “She’s 
got that heart you can’t measure. She 
could be turning herself into some-
thing different, a generational horse. 
Maybe it’s next level, the Beholders or 
Zenyattas. I think she’s on the door-
step and I’m just along for the ride.”

Some ride.
The Lysters purchased Marion 

Ravenwood on behalf of Ashview 
and Colts Neck Stable at the Keene-
land November breeding stock sale in 
2017. Owned by My Meadowview 
Farm, the daughter of A.P. Indy had 
won four races, including the Ca-
pades Stakes at Aqueduct, and was in 
foal to Pioneerof The Nile. 

“Joe Miller and Lincoln Collins 
were selling horses for My Mead-
owview and Joe had always spoken 
highly of this mare. He said, ‘I know 
on paper she hasn’t done anything 
yet; she’s only had a couple of foals, 
but she’s still got her whole life in 
front of her. You should look at this 
mare.’ He put me onto her,” Lyster 
said. “She’s a beautiful stakes-win-
ning A.P. Indy mare, that says enough 
in its own right. She was in foal to Pi-
oneerof The Nile and the only reason 
we bred her to Curlin was because Joe 
had said the Curlin weanling was re-
ally nice.”

The weanling sold for $375,000 
a year later and turned into Grade 1 
winner Idol while the Lysters sold the 
Pioneerof The Nile colt for $250,000 
as a weanling. He became stakes-
placed Dr Jack. A year after Dr Jack, 
Nest hit the ground. 

“That’s how simple it was. Joe said 
she’s got a nice Curlin. ‘He’s an amaz-
ing sire, we’ll breed her to Curlin,’ ” 
Lyster said. “She was medium-small 
and has turned into this perfect horse. 
She didn’t take any crap from any-
body in the field. She wasn’t the boss, 
but she didn’t get pushed around. 
Anything a handler would ask her to 
do, she would do and do it willing-
ly. Beautiful walk, very athletic, an 
amazing head on her shoulders. Just 
a very, very sensible horse. Probably 
the number one thing I would say is 
balance and athletic. Everything fit 
together.”

Part of the Repole yearling scourge, 
Nest fetched $350,000 at Keeneland 
September sale in 2020. Ashview sold 
Mo Donegal, a colt by Uncle Mo, for 
$250,000 at the same sale. They fin-
ished 1-2 in the Belmont Stakes.  

“The average commercial buy-
er wants these monsters. The small 
ones and medium ones end up being 
the perfect useful size and they brag 
about them,” Lyster said. “Mo Do-
negal and Nest brought $250,000 
and $350,000. We were disappointed 
with both, frankly, they were six-fig-
ure stud fees. It’s not a windfall.”

In 2021, Ashview sold Marion Rav-
enwood’s Violence colt for $275,000. 
Lost Ark won his debut and the Sap-
ling last summer and finished fourth 
in the Curlin here this summer. All 
the while, Nest was running up the 
score. Back in foal to Curlin, Marion 

Previews –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Nest (right) surges clear of Clairiere late in the Shuvee Stakes July 23.

Continued On Page 22 
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Ravenwood provided the windfall in 
November. 

“We’re accustomed to it. We take 
a crop of yearlings every year that 
we absolutely love to death and walk 
them to the sales ring, give them a 
pat and oftentimes we never see them 
again. That separation is a little bit 
tougher, but it was never a question 
at that value,” Lyster said. “She’s lit-
erally paying for private school for 
my children, giving every one of our 
employees and myself pride in our 
brand. You put those things togeth-
er and that’s why we’re in the busi-
ness. She’s putting food on the table 
and making us look good. You just sit 
back and enjoy it.”

And thank Santulli.
“There are a lot of I’s and we’s as far 

as Ashview, but without Colts Neck 
Stable and Richard Santulli, my dad’s 
best friend and biggest supporter, none 
of this happens. It’s all him. He and my 
dad are enjoying it,” Gray Lyster said. 
“When I was 6, I remember Mr. San-
tulli’s horses being on the farm. He’s 
never done anything but pay us every 
month and be totally supportive. He’s 
literally a throwback owner.”

Stonestreet Stable’s homebred 
Clairiere seeks her fifth Grade 1 score 
for Hall of Fame trainer Steve As-
mussen and jockey Joel Rosario. The 
daughter of Curlin and Cavorting 
has finished worse than fourth once 
in her life, in last year’s Personal En-
sign when she smashed into the gate 
moments before the break. This year, 
the 5-year-old mare finished second 
behind Secret Oath in the Grade 2 
Azeri, won the Grade 1 Apple Blos-
som and Grade 1 Ogden Phipps. She 
chased Nest in the Shuvee, winding 
up second. For the second consecutive 
time, she breaks outside Nest. 

Secret Oath skipped the Shuvee 
and aimed to the Personal Ensign for 
Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. 
The Briland Farm homebred has faced 
Nest three times, winning once and 
finishing second to her twice. Secret 
Oath has tackled Clairiere four times 
with a win, a second and two fifths. 
Luis Saez, who guided her to win the 
Grade 1 Kentucky Oaks last spring, 
returns for the first time this year. 

Juddmonte homebred Idiomatic 
breaks from the rail for jockey Florent 

Geroux. The daughter of Curlin and 
Lockdown has notched six wins from 
nine starts for trainer Brad Cox. The 
4-year-old filly has won back-to-back 
stakes, dominating the Grade 3 Shaw-
nee and battling for a head decision in 
the Grade 2 Delaware Handicap. 

Tom Amoss decided to “swing for 
the fences” with Sixtythreecaliber. 
Owned by MyRacehorse and Spend-
thrift Farm, the six-time winner fin-
ished behind Idiomatic and Secret Oath 
in two tries this year. The daughter of 
Gun Runner rallied to win a third-level 
allowance here July 19. Kendrick Car-
mouche rides for the third time. He 
guided her to win the Grade 3 Comely 
at Aqueduct in November. 

Malloy returns to the stakes ranks 
for the first time in 11 starts for Cof-
feepot Stable and trainer Wayne Cat-
alano. The 5-year-old daughter of 
Outwork placed in the Grade 3 Dog-
wood in 2021 and recently won an 
allowance race rained off the turf at 
Hawthorne Race Course. Dylan Da-
vis takes the call from post two. 

• Friday’s card also includes the 
$150,000 Smart And Fancy Stakes 
for fillies and mares going 5 1/2 fur-
longs on turf. The Smart And Fancy 
goes as the third race at 2:20 p.m.

Roses For Debra, winner of the 
Grade 3 Caress July 22 at Saratoga, 
returns to face Caress third and Grade 
3 Intercontinental runner-up Bubble 
Rock and four others entered in the 
body of the Smart And Fancy. Roses 
For Debra stretched her win streak to 
three for trainer Christophe Clement 
in the Caress and looks to improve to 
7-for-9 in her career in the 5 1/2-fur-
long turf stakes.

Intercontinental winner Poppy 
Flower, Can’t Buy Love, Train To 
Artemus and Talkin Tipsy are also 
entered, while Self Isolation and Blue-
field are main track only. 

Surprisingly eyes Ballston Spa upset
Shug McGaughey hinted at a pos-

sible change in strategy when he sends 
out Phipps Stable homebred Surpris-
ingly against familiar foe Consumer 
Spending and others in Thursday’s 
feature, the Grade 2 Ballston Spa 
Stakes. 

The 4-year-old daughter of Mas-
tery takes on eight fillies and mares 
in the $300,000 turf stakes, coming 
off back-to-back close defeats to Con-

Previews –
 Continued from page 21

2023 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule
SEPTEMBER 14 – OCTOBER 1

Ben Huffman, Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary: 
502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork, Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Powered by Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE KHRC

DOGWOOD (GIII)

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Three-Year-Olds
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)
“Win and You’re In Dirt Mile Division”

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13

$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds & Up
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GII)

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13

$500,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds & Up
1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP

Runs Saturday, September 30
Closes September 13

$200,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds
1 Mile (Turf)

BOURBON TRAIL

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds
1 3/16 Miles

HARRODS CREEK

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds
7 Furlongs

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Fillies & Mares, Three-Year-Olds & Up
6 Furlongs

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Saturday, September 23
Closes September 6

$175,000
Includes $65,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Three-Year-Olds
1 1/16 Miles

POCAHONTAS (GIII)
“Breeders’ Cup Dirt Dozen”

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30

$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Two-Year-Olds
1 Mile

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED 
SOCIETY

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three-Year-Olds & Up
6 Furlongs

IROQUOIS (GIII)  
“Breeders’ Cup Dirt Dozen”

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30

$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF

Two-Year-Olds
1 Mile

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Saturday, September 16
Closes August 30

$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF

Fillies & Mares, Three-Year-Olds & Up
1 1/16 Miles

Continued On Page 23 



23Wednesday, August 23, 2023 The Saratoga Special

HYPERBARIC OXYGEN THERAPY  |  AQUAPACER  | COLD SALTWATER SPA  |  DRY SALT ROOM  | VIBRATION THERAPY  | TRAINING CENTER

Some of the races they’ve won...

721 Training Center Drive 
Elkton, Maryland 21921  
Phone: 610-496-5080 
www.fairhilletc.com

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center Graduates 

include 89 individual G1 winners of  134 G1 races. 

A.G. VANDERBILT (2)

ALCIBIADES

ARLINGTON MILLION  

AWESOME AGAIN 

BELMONT DERBY

BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC

BREEDERS’ CUP TURF (2)

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY  
& MARE TURF 

DELAWARE HANDICAP 

DONN HANDICAP (2)

DUBAI WORLD CUP

FLORIDA DERBY

FRANK KILROE MILE 

FRIZETTE

GARDEN CITY

GRAND NATIONAL HURDLE

HASKELL INVITATIONAL

HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP

IROQUOIS HURDLE (2)

JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC (2)

KENTUCKY DERBY (2)

KING’S BISHOP

LONESOME GLORY HURDLE

MAKER’S 46 MILE (3)

MANHATTAN (2)

MAN O’ WAR (4)

MATRIARCH (2)

METROPOLITAN MILE

NEARCTIC STAKES

PRIORESS

QUEEN ELIZABETH II

SHADWELL TURF MILE

SPINAWAY (2)

SPINSTER

SWORD DANCER (4)

TEST

UNITED NATIONS (2)

VANITY HANDICAP

WHITNEY HANDICAP (2)

WOOD MEMORIAL

sumer Spending in graded stakes at 
Monmouth Park. 

“A couple of those I thought we had 
won,” McGaughey said Tuesday morn-
ing outside his barn on the Oklahoma 
Training Track. “[Consumer Spending] 
came and finished and beat us. I’ll look 
at the race really close, and I’ll make up 
my mind if I want to change my strate-
gy a little bit.”

Javier Castellano rides Surprisingly, 
8-1 on the morning line, from post five.

“Javier is riding right now at the top 
level, and I think he’ll fit her really well 
and her running style, but we’ve just got 
to figure out how we can get to be about 
a length better,” McGaughey said. 

Surprisingly comes into the 1 1/16-
mile Ballston Spa, her first start at Sara-
toga, with a record of 4-3-2 in 11 starts. 
She won the Grade 3 Endeavour at 
Tampa Bay Downs this winter and has 
placed in four straight graded stakes. 

“She’s the kind of filly you put the 
bridle on her and take her over, she’s 
going to run her race,” McGaughey 
said. “She’s good enough . . . In that 
Hillsborough at Tampa (third) after 
she had won the Endeavor, she might 
not have gotten the best trip. Same 
thing in the Beaugay (third). She was 
wide the whole way. Hopefully maybe 
things will go our way.”

Technical Analysis, one of two run-
ners for Klaravich Stable and trainer 
Chad Brown, is the 9-5 morning-line 
favorite. The 5-year-old daughter of 
Kingman won the De La Rose Aug. 2. 
Consumer Spending, the 3-1 second 
choice for Brown and Klaravich, hand-
ed Surprisingly a half-length defeat in 
the Grade 3 Matchmaker Stakes July 
22 at Monmouth Park. 

Brown also sends out this year’s 
Grade 2 Distaff Turf Mile winner Fluffy 
Socks, fifth of five last time out in the 
Grade 1 Diana July 15; and the 2022 
Distaff Turf Mile winner Speak Of The 
Devil, fifth in the Grade 1 Just A Game 
June 9 at Belmont Park. 

European import Jumbly, eighth in 
the French One Thousand Guineas and 
sixth in the German One Thousand 
Guineas last season for Joseph O’Brien; 
Perfect Sting winner Evvie Jets, Sister 
Bridget and Gam’s Mission are also en-
tered. Into Happiness runs only if the 
race comes off the grass. 

– Nolan Clancy and Mary Rufo

Previews –
 Continued from page 22



24 Wednesday, August 23, 2023The Saratoga Special

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414   |   www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Secretary

Featuring the  
Sam Huff West Virginia 

Breeders Classic and the 
Breeders Classics Races

Sat., October 14, 2023

Post Time 7:00 pm

Action! Thrills! Suspense!

For 40 years, the TRF has been “saving horses, 
changing lives”. We could not do this without the 
help of our donors  
and supporters.  
Help us celebrate  
and support the  
herd today.

SCAN TO GIVE

DONATEDONATE 
TODAY!

>

www.trfinc.org

BY TOM LAW
Chad Brown gave the racing office 

two names when entries were drawn 
three days before the Grade 1 Ala-
bama Stakes, one of Saratoga Race 
Course’s signature events. 

The trainer wasn’t sure he’d even 
enter, let alone run Klaravich Stable’s 
Randomized, winner of the Wilton 
Stakes here opening weekend, with 
Juddmonte’s Fireline in Saturday’s 
$600,000 stakes for 3-year-old fillies.

“You should really consider this 
race,” owner Seth Klarman told 
Brown of the 10-furlong Alabama, 
which was attracting the first three 
from the Coaching Club American 
Oaks in Wet Paint, Sacred Wish and 
Gambling Girl and Black-Eyed Susan 

winner Taxed. 
Randomized, a daughter of cham-

pion Nyquist who faltered in her lone 
try against Grade 1 company in the 
Acorn the day before the Belmont 
Stakes, trained well enough since the 
Wilton to earn a spot in the Alabama 
but Brown wasn’t convinced. He 
thought about waiting for the Grade 1 
Cotillion in September at Parx Racing, 
liking the 1 1/16-mile distance and the 
two-month break between races.

“Let’s just enter and look at the 
pace scenario,” Brown said.

Klarman, who races in the red and Tod Marks
Randomized coasts in with a Grade 1 triumph in Saturday’s Alabama.

Defined
Connections make right call 
with front-running Randomized 

Continued On Page 25 

ALABAMA STAKES RECAP
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white colors of his Klaravich Stable operation, agreed.
“Look, if you’re willing to do it, I have a good feeling 

about this,” Klarman said. 
The good feelings combined with savvy tactics drawn 

up by the owner and trainer and executed by Joel Rosario 
– with a bit of an assist when an expected rabbit didn’t get 
away sharp – came together to produce a victory for Ran-
domized in the 143rd Alabama. She defeated Wet Paint by 
4 lengths to give Brown his first victory in the Alabama, 
one of three marquee events at Saratoga going two turns 
on the dirt along with the Whitney and Travers.

“I’ve got to give owner Seth Klarman a lot of credit 
here,” Brown said. “He was right. He’s a guy that’s such 
a good partner of our stable and such an important guy in 
our industry… Seth’s a great guy and (I hope) he and his 
wife really enjoy this win. They deserve it.”

Randomized, a $420,000 purchase by Klaravich at the 
2021 Keeneland September yearling sale, deserved it after 
toppling Wet Paint and the others but also Indiana Oaks 
winner Defining Purpose and longshot Sabra Tuff, who 
finished third and fourth, respectively. Randomized won 
in 2:03.07 under Rosario, who took control of the race 
from the break and won his first Grade 1 of the meet after 
winning five in 2023.

“It was the plan,” Rosario said. “We thought maybe 
another horse would show speed, but the plan was maybe 
to go and if that horse showed speed, lay second. I got the 
lead and could do it from there.”

Randomized broke quickly from post eight and cleared 
the field after a few strides, with Defining Purpose and 
Brian Hernandez Jr. coming over from post 10 to keep 
her company past the stands and finish post the first time.

Sacred Wish, a gutsy second to Wet Paint in the CCA 
Oaks, led possible pacesetter Chocolate Gelato, Taxed 
and Julia Shining behind the top two with Wet Paint down 
on the inside and just ahead of Fireline. Randomized led 
the group through the opening quarter in :23.45, exiting 
the far turn into the backstretch and to the half in :47.86.

Even with some pressure from Defining Purpose to 
Randomized’s outside, Rosario liked how things unfolded 
up the backstretch and to the far turn. 

“She was moving so well, nice and easy all around,” he 
said. “She’s just a nice filly, but a mile-and-a-quarter is a 
long ways, so you have to have something always for the 
end.”

Rosario let Randomized out a few notches into the 
far turn and she accelerated, with only Defining Purpose 
keeping pace. The top two put about 4 lengths on Wet 
Paint and Taxed past 6 furlongs in 1:12.33 and around the 
bend and to the mile in 1:37.17. Randomized turned for 
home about six paths from the rail as Wet Paint and Fla-
vien Prat tried to cut the corner and make up the deficit.

Randomized widened from there, Defining Purpose fi-
nally gave up the chase and Wet Paint stayed on down on 
the inside. Rosario took a few looks back in the stretch, 
put away his whip and cruised to the finish well clear. 
Wet Paint, looking to become just the 20th horse to win 
two Grade 1s in a single meet at Saratoga, finished 1 1/2 
lengths ahead of Defining Purpose, who was 8 1/2 lengths 
clear of 61-1 longshot Sabra Tuff. Taxed finished fifth but 
was disqualified to sixth for impeding Gambling Girl just 
after the start. 

Wet Paint added a Grade 1 placing to her victories this 
season in the CCA Oaks and Grade 3 Fantasy Stakes. 
Trainer Brad Cox saddled the Godolphin homebred and 
couldn’t fault the Blame filly’s run. 

“I was proud of our filly’s effort,” Cox said. “She was 

Alabama –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Randomized (right) takes control early.

Continued On Page 26 
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Saturday, August 26 — 9 a.m. to 11 a.m
FREE ADMISSION sponsored by McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds 
FREE coffee, doughnuts & water courtesy of Stewart’s Shops & Saratoga Spring Water
Handicapping seminar with Tom Amello at 10 a.m.
“Lexington: The Extraordinary Life and turbulent Times of America's Legendary Racehorse” book signing
with Kim Wickens
2023 Travers Stakes poster signing with artist Greg Montgomery
Books and posters will be available for purchase

Sponsored by

S P R I N G  W A T E R

Visit racingmuseum.org for more details

191 Union Ave. Saratoga Springs, NY 

maybe a little bit closer than I ex-
pected, but you know, given the trip, 
I loved the trip. I love where Flavien 
put her. I thought she responded when 
he asked her. She finished up well, sec-
ond best today no excuses that I can 
see. … I need to watch the race before 
I say too much and watch the horses 
up front. I was kind of zeroed in on 
her. Based off what I saw there, the 
first time and the only time, she got a 
great trip and finished up and was just 
second best, bottom line.”

Randomized improved to 3-for-5 
with the victory and boosted her earn-
ings to $465,850. She made one start 
at 2, finishing third in a 6-furlong 
maiden special weight in late July at 
Saratoga, followed by six workouts 
on the main track and Oklahoma 
Training Track in August and Septem-
ber, before going to the sidelines. 

Brown sent Randomized with his 
string to Payson Park in Florida for 
the winter and she returned to the 
races in late March at Aqueduct, win-
ning a 1-mile maiden race by 5 1/2 
lengths. 

That earned a trip to the 1 1/16-
mile Acorn, where she endured a wide 
trip and finished sixth. 

Brown said he was “very disap-
pointed” in the Acorn, where Ran-
domized finished 11 1/2 lengths be-
hind Kentucky Oaks winner Pretty 
Mischievous, 
but didn’t take 
it as a total 
failure. 

“I wasn’t 
really discour-
aged because I 
knew how fast 
she had run,” 
he said. “She 
had one of the 
highest (speed) 
figures ear-
ly in the year 
for a 3-year-
old filly. For 
quite a while, 
she had the 
fastest num-
ber. … Now, 
that doesn’t 
mean she’ll go 
a mile-and-a-
quarter, but 

she’s at that top percentile of this 
crop.”

Randomized righted the ship and 
earned a return to Grade 1 company 
with a 1 ½-length win in the Wilton, a 
1-mile event for 3-year-old fillies that 
had never won a sweepstakes other 
than state-bred. She beat three oppo-
nents including stablemate Accede in 
the Wilton, winning in 1:35.83.

“I regretted moving her up so far 
in class, but when she came up here 
and won opening day and the way she 
did it and how fast the number came 
back, I then realized how the Acorn 
wasn’t representative of her,” Brown 
said. “It was just a mistake by me and 
kind of just draw a line through it so 
to speak.”

Pretty Mischievous likely holds 
the narrow edge over Wet Paint in 
the race for champion 3-year-old 
filly, based on victories in the Ken-
tucky Oaks and Acorn, along with 
her win in the Grade 1 Test that came 
after Maple Leaf Mel suffered a fa-
tal breakdown just before the finish. 
Randomized still needs to do more 
to make the championship conversa-
tion, and might get the chance sooner 
than later, especially with a potential 
matchup with Pretty Mischievous in 
the Grade 1 Cotillion Sept. 23 at Parx 
Racing. 

“I’m just going to enjoy this win,” 
Brown said. “We didn’t really look 
beyond it when we committed to give 
this a try. We took everything else off 
the table. The Cotillion is still in play, 
it’s quite a ways away still.”

Alabama –
 Continued from page 25

Tod Marks
Trainer Chad Brown (right) greets Randomized and Joel Rosario.
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NEW RACE SCHEDULE - THURS, FRI & SAT AT 1:30 PM

• Average daily purses over $700,000
• New Old Dominion 6 wager w/low 15% takeout  
• Early AND late Pick-5 w/low 12% takeout

J U L Y  1 3  -  S E P T E M B E R  9

COLONIAL  DOWNS 
SUMMER RACING!

VIRGINIAHORSERACING.COM  |  VABRED.ORG

BY JOE CLANCY
After Aspray won the Hilltop Stakes at Pimlico 

Race Course in May, owner/breeder Jan Vande-
bos Naify texted a simple message to Bill Farish at 
Lane’s End Farm, “She kicked ass today. Luckily, it 
wasn’t yours.”

Farish laughed, because two-and-a-half years 
earlier Aspray did indeed kick him around while 
part of the Lane’s End consignment at Fasig-Tip-
ton’s November sale in Kentucky. The moment 
spurred more smiles from Farish and Naify Satur-
day afternoon at Saratoga Race Course after As-
pray won the Grade 2 Lake Placid Stakes.

“We were at the sale, this is the only time this 
has ever happened to me, and the foal wheeled 
around and kicked me so hard,” Farish said. “It’s 

All Wet
Aspray makes off 
with Gr. 2 turf stakes

LAKE PLACID STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 28 
Tod Marks

Aspray leads the way late in Saturday’s Lake Placid Stakes.
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always been kind of a running joke with 
everybody and luckily it’s been one of 
those deals where you say ‘Thank God 
she didn’t sell her’ because she’s just be-
come such a nice filly for her.”

The kick had nothing to do with the 
sale not happening –  Hip 266 simply 
got sick and was withdrawn – but will 
be something Aspray’s people remem-
ber for a while. 

Kept to race for Naify’s Ran Jan Rac-
ing and sent to trainer Chad Brown, the 
bay daughter of Quality Road and the 
Irish-bred Galileo mare Up won for the 
fourth time in five starts and became 
a graded stakes winner with a strong 
push over the final 3 furlongs of the Lake Placid.

From post two for Flavien Prat, Aspray broke 
well and eased back off the early activity of Heav-
enly Sunday, Gloria’s Princess and Junipermarsh-
mallow. Fourth and inside through a quarter-mile 
in :24.05, Aspray found a comfort zone up the 
backstretch and began to advance along the rail 
after a half in :48.37. Heavenly Sunday and Glo-
ria’s Princess took a 2-length lead on the turn, but 
Aspray erased it in a few strides to take over while 
three wide at the top of the stretch. She widened to 
the sixteenth pole, and pushed away late to score 
by 2 lengths in 1:42.58 for 1 1/16 miles on an inner 
turf course labeled good. Surge Capacity, trained 
by Brown for Klaravich Stable, finished second, a 
head in front of Soviet Excess (who closed from last 
of eight at 28-1). Slight favorite Tax Implications 
finished fourth. Brown ran four in the race (all 4-1 
or lower) and finished first, second, fourth and fifth.

Unraced at 2, Aspray won her debut at Tampa 
Bay Downs in January. She added an allowance 
score in March and became a stakes winner on the 
Black-Eyed Susan Stakes undercard at Pimlico. She 
tried 1 1/4 miles in the Grade 1 Belmont Oaks July 
8, but settled for fourth.

“I trained her a little too far last time, but you 

had to try since it was such a prestigious race we 
were pointing towards,” Brown said. “I thought 
she could do it. Flavien knows the horse so well, he 
came back after the race and he was adamant about 
the race being a little too far for her and that we 
should cut her back in distance to 1 1/16 miles to 1 
1/8 miles and we’ll be fine. He was right.”

Naify and her husband Robert bought Aspray’s 
dam at Keeneland’s January sale in 2015. Trained 
by Aidan O’Brien, Up won a Group 2 and a Group 
3 in Ireland, placed in a Group 1 in France and 
twice competed at the Breeders’ Cup. In foal to War 
Front, she cost $2.2 million to top the sale. Vande-
bos said she made “one bid, and one bid only” to 
complete a search for a Galileo mare.

“I looked for about 10 years for the right Galileo 
mare and during the January sale I saw her,” said 
Vandebos. “I saw her walk. She wasn’t big. She was 
only about 15-2.”

Up has since been something of a giant. Her 
2017 foal, Monarch Of Egypt, sold for $750,000 
as a yearling and is racing in Australia; Khartoum, 
a 2018 foal who sold for $1 million as a yearling, is 
racing in Saudi Arabia.

Robert Naify died in 2016, but the breeding op-
eration – with a few racehorses – carries on. Van-

debos is typically busy on her Cal-
ifornia farm, home to 18 horses in 
various states of retirement.

“I’m very involved in aftercare,” 
she said. “I believe in responsible 
breeding, responsible racing and re-
sponsible aftercare. Although I hav-
en’t raced in a long time I’ve come 
back since we have new regulations 
with the HISA. I’m very, very sup-
portive.”

Robert Naify and his brother 
Marshall were partners in United 
Artists Theaters (now part of Regal 
Cinemas), the United Artists Com-
munications cable television pioneer 
and the Academy Award-winning 
Todd-AO sound studio. Marshall 
owned 505 Farm in Kentucky, cam-
paigned champion Bertrando in 
partnership and raced Grade 1 win-

ner Manistique among others. Ran Jan won ma-
jor races with Moulin de Mougin, Schiaparelli and 
(with Leatherman Racing) graded stakes winner 
Cambiocorsa. 

With a select group of mares, Ran Jan focuses 
primarily on breeding for the commercial market 
while maintaining a small racing footprint (Aspray 
is the only 2023 runner). 

Up and her daughter Star Of India are both in 
foal to Flightline, while Up’s 2022 foal (a Medaglia 
d’Oro filly) is cataloged in the Keeneland Septem-
ber sale.

“They’re my babies,” she said. “I spend all of my 
life working with my horses at my farm. When I’m 
not there I’m in Kentucky doing something with 
them or for them. I’m just very supportive.”

Of course, there’s a fair bit of work involved as well.
“I ride four horses a day, work with horses all 

day and I have the hands to prove it,” she said. “I 
work 12 to 14 hours a day and I love what I do. It’s 
a gift. Every day of my life is a blessing. Sometimes 
it gets a little tiring in the summer when it’s hot 
and we have a hurricane coming through [like this 
past weekend]. I was supposed to stay until Mon-
day, but I’m getting on the plane at 8 o’clock in the 
morning.”

Lake Placid –
 Continued from page 27

Tod Marks
Aspray (right) bides her time early in the Lake Placid.

YEARLING BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can contribute to the NTRA’s ¼% Check-off Program 
when purchasing from our sale company partners below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50 for every $1,000 of a yearling’s sale price and 
helps fund the NTRA’s federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US  
HELP HORSE 

RACING  
IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more  
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.
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Like the town of Lourdes in 
France, Lake Placid, N.Y. is probably 
best known for a miracle. Two of the 
men responsible for that miracle were 
at Saratoga Race Course Saturday to 
help celebrate the 40th running of the 
Grade 2 Lake Placid Stakes. 

Lake Placid, 80 miles from Sara-
toga, has twice been the site of the 
Winter Olympics, most memorably 
Feb. 22, 1980, when Mark Johnson 
and John Harrington and the rest of 
USA men’s hockey team pulled off an 
Olympic victory over a seemingly un-
beatable Russian team. The win be-
came known as “The Miracle on Ice.” 
And if you think the word “miracle” 
is overdoing it, note that Sports Illus-
trated named the game the top sports 
moment of the 20th century. 

Harrington, head coach of the 

Minnesota State-Mankato women’s 
ice hockey team, brought along his 
Olympic gold medal. It was the med-
al Team USA earned two days after 
the “miracle” in a win over Finland. 
For almost an hour, he and teammate 
Mark Johnson posed for photos at 
the track with people attending Sat-
urday’s races. Some even got to wear 
Harrington’s medal. 

The connection for the team with 
Lake Placid is deeper than just the 
venue for the Russia game. 

“The team was actually in Lake 
Placid for training in August of ’79, 
then we were back for a tournament 
in September,” said Johnson, who 
played center for Team USA, “so by 

the time of the Games, Lake Placid 
didn’t just mean home ice, it was also 
kind of home. And then that arena 
with all those cheering fans. I don’t 
know if we could have done it with-
out them.”  

Johnson scored two goals in the 4-3 
victory over Russia and he is now the 
head coach of the University of Wis-
consin’s women’s ice hockey team. He 

and Harrington were in Lake Placid 
for this month’s 2023 USA Hockey’s 
Women’s National Festival.  

“The timing for coming here 
worked out beautifully,” Johnson 
said. “It’s just exciting to see and 
talk to people who still remember or 
know about something our team did 
over 40 years ago.” 

Dave Harmon
Members of the 1980 U.S. Olympic hockey team helped present the Lake Placid trophy.

Local Miracle
Members of 1980 Team USA 
hockey team attend Alabama Day

Continued On Page 30 
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We.  
Produce.  

Racehorses.
 Like 2023 Belmont Stakes  

winner ARCANGELO

Breaking in and pinhooking
Pinhooking partnerships now forming

CLOVIS AND JOANNA CRANE
Lebanon, PA  (717) 215-7195

cranethoroughbreds.com

Saratoga Leaders
JOCKEYS ........................................1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr .......................................42
Luis Saez ..........................................29
Tyler Gaffalione .................................26
Jose Ortiz .........................................26
Manny Franco ...................................22
Flavien Prat ......................................22
Joel Rosario ......................................19
Jose Lezcano ....................................18
Dylan Davis ......................................16
Javier Castellano ..............................12
Ricardo Santana Jr. ...........................11

TRAINERS ......................................1ST
Chad Brown ......................................29
Linda Rice ........................................22
Todd Pletcher ....................................20
Bill Mott ............................................12
Christophe Clement ..........................10
Rudy Rodriguez ..................................9
George Weaver ...................................9
Mike Maker ........................................8
Steve Asmussen .................................7
Brad Cox .............................................7
Mark Hennig .......................................7

Through Tuesday

Later, in the winner’s circle after 
the victory by the 3-year-old filly As-
pray in the Lake Placid Stakes, Har-
rington and Johnson posed for more 
pictures – including one with the win-
ning connections of Aspray. 

– Terry Hill
 
• A cloudy and brisk Alabama Day 

kicked off with an impressive debut 
for Risk It, a Gun Runner 2-year-old 
who won the 6-furlong maiden race 
for Winchell Thoroughbreds, Three 
Chimneys Farm and Steve Asmussen. 

Irad Ortiz Jr. took the second and 
third, with the former pulled off the 
turf after the rainy week. The latter 
remained at 5 1/2 furlongs on the turf 
and was won by Breeze Easy’s 3-year-
old filly Shootoutthelights for trainer 
Wesley Ward. 

The fourth, a 6-furlong claimer on 
the main track, went to Poppy’s Pride, 
a 5-year-old veteran of the NYRA cir-
cuit. With Jose Lezcano aboard, the 
Khozan gelding gave trainer Gustavo 
Rodriguez his first win of the meet. 
His brother Rudy Rodriguez nearly 
completed a sibling double in the fifth 
with Daufuskie Island, but he settled 
for second behind David Jacobson’s 
Durante.

Chad Brown kicked off his mem-
orable day in the sixth with Leader-
ship Ability. The surface switch from 

turf to dirt didn’t bother the daughter 
of Laoban, who led from the Wilson 
Chute to the wire under Tyler Gaffali-
one. She was claimed for $40,000 by 
Charlton Baker. Brown followed that 
up with a 1-2 in the Lake Placid with 
Aspray and Surge Capacity.

Following the Alabama, Duke Of 
Hazzard won a 1-mile allowance race 
on the inner turf for owner James 
Riccio and trainer Rick Dutrow. The 
finale went to Madaket Stable’s and 
Happy Face Racing Stable’s Henson, 
improving upon his third here on de-
but a little over a month ago. He was 
claimed for $40,000 by Twin Sports 
Racing and Carlos David. 

– Nolan Clancy

• Risk It dazzled in his debut to 
start Saturday’s card for Hall of Fame 
trainer Steve Asmussen.

The $500,000 purchase at last 
year’s Keeneland September sale by 
Winchell Thoroughbreds and Three 
Chimneys Farm paid off after a gate-
to-wire romp. The son of Gun Run-
ner broke sharply out of the gate to 
flash speed, exactly what Asmussen 
expected. 

“The colt’s very professional and 
very competitive,” Asmussen said. 

Sent off as the 8-5 favorite in the field 
of seven, Risk It won by 4 1/2 lengths 
over Hunt Ball, a half-brother to multi-
ple Grade 1 winner Cody’s Wish. 

Asmussen said the Grade 3 Iro-
quois Sept. 16 at Churchill Downs 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 29

Dave Harmon
Dancing Groom wins Saturday’s second race for trainer Antonio Sano.

Continued On Page 31 
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could be next. 
“He’s trained like he’ll get a mile,” 

Asmussen said. 
- Mary Rufo

 • Antonio Sano got his third win 
of the meet in six tries with Eduardo 
Soto’s Dancing Groom in the second. 
Originally scheduled for 1 1/16 miles 
on the inner turf, the race was moved 
to 1 mile on the dirt following the 
rainy week. 

Dancing Groom improved on his 
sixth here at 6 furlongs on the dirt 
July 22. 

“Whether it was 1 mile, a mile and 
a sixteenth, on the grass or dirt, the 
horse, I know he likes the long dis-
tance,” Sano said. “[Trevor McCar-
thy] after his first race told me that he 
needed more distance.”

McCarthy rode first-time starter 
Get Ready To Rock - who finished 
seventh - while Irad Ortiz Jr. rode the 
winner. 

Dancing Groom broke from post 
five in the Wilson Chute and settled 
in mid-pack in the field of nine led 
by third choice Tom Collins, who 
took out the opening quarter-mile in 
:24.03. 

The son of Vino Rosso sat in fifth 
through the half-mile in :47.70, and 

began picking off foes traveling four-
wide around the far turn. Divine Em-
pire took over from Tom Collins mid-
way around the turn, with Dancing 
Groom looming to his outside.

Dancing Groom hit the lead by the 
quarter pole, ticking off 6 furlongs in 
1:13:26. He drew away from there 
and won by 5 lengths. 

“He was not 100 percent the first 
race,” Sano said. “The second race he 
came back at 100 percent, and that’s 
the difference.”

– Nolan Clancy
 
• Godolphin’s Nostalgic returned 

to the winner’s circle for the first time 
since the Grade 3 Gazelle in April 
2022 with a victory in the eighth, a 
1-mile allowance-optional. Trained 

by Bill Mott, the 4-year-old daughter 
of Medaglia d’Oro finished second in 
a similar race last month but came 
up short by a neck against Grade 1 
Personal Ensign entrant Sixtythree-
caliber. 

Nostalgic’s victory in the Gazelle 
at Aqueduct earned her a spot in the 
Kentucky Oaks, where she finished 
10th. She ran in five stakes after that 
effort, placing in the Grade 1 Coach-
ing Club American Oaks last summer 
at Saratoga and second in the Grade 
3 Turnback The Alarm. Mott plans to 
bring her back into stakes company.

“She’s come back after a vaca-
tion and we’ll look around for some 
stakes races,” he said. “Hopefully 
something at Aqueduct.” 

– Mary Rufo

SANTOS INC. jockeys  
are ready for a big summer.  

Are you?

 

Representing Eclipse Award-winning jockey  

Julien Leparoux  
starting August 31 at Kentucky Downs. 

JOSE SANTOS   (305) 979-7779          @JOSESANTOS_33 ON TWITTER

Saturday –
 Continued from page 30

Dave Harmon
Nostalgic (second from right) sweeps to a win in Saturday’s eighth race.
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Home of the NO-EXPENSE Claim
Thoroughbred Racing Partnerships

Race Horse Ownership offers so much more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
HISA Defense • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

George Weaver, Randy Hill and 
2-year-old fillies sprinting on the 
grass. It’s a winning combination in 
2023.

In June, it was Crimson Advocate 
winning the Group 2 Queen Mary 
Stakes at Royal Ascot, defeating 25 
rivals in a straightaway 5-furlong 
dash. Sunday, Amidst Waves won the 
$150,000 Bolton Landing at 5 1/2 
furlongs on Saratoga Race Course’s 
Mellon Turf Course after a stretch 
duel with Crown Imperial.

“We bought a filly that won at As-
cot. That filly has really enjoyed this 
barn,” Hill said. “George told us, 
‘You’ve got to buy this one, too, she’ll 
take you to the Breeders’ Cup.’ So it 
was easier to buy the second one after 
the win at Royal Ascot.” 

Hill and partners BlackRidge Sta-
bles, Swinbank Stables, Big Tufff Sta-
bles and Black Type Thoroughbreds 
purchased Amidst Waves after she 
broke her maiden June 11 at Belmont. 
Since then, she’s won two stakes, in-
cluding the Colleen at Monmouth 
July 29 and Sunday’s Bolton Land-
ing. The Midshipman filly defeated 
four rivals, including two she beat in 
the Colleen in the John Ortiz-trained 
Crown Imperial and Kevin Rice-
trained She’s Fire. 

“She’s been pretty versatile,” 
Weaver said. “She’s been a nice fil-
ly. To come back on short rest from 

Monmouth to come up here and get 
the job done here, she’s done a lot in a 
short period of time.”

All five fillies broke from the gate 
in lockstep, with Astonesthrowaway 
and Luis Saez taking the initiative 
down the backstretch. She’s Fire and 
Jose Ortiz raced just off the pace in 
second. Amidst Waves found her spot 
just outside of Crown Imperial in 
fourth as the tightly bunched group 
rolled through a :22.52 opening quar-
ter-mile. Four lengths covered the 
field around the turn.

Crown Imperial snuck along the 
rail inside the leader while Amidst 
Waves circled four wide, and four fil-
lies lined up across the course with a 
chance to win.

Tyler Gaffalione rallied Crown Im-
perial to the lead while Amidst Waves 
charged down the center, dipping her 
head toward the Saratoga grandstand 
and drifting out a few paths. 

“She was just digging in a bit, dig-
ging in to try to get the job done,” 
Weaver said. “Irad didn’t come back 
and be like ‘She’s lugging me bad’ 
or anything, she just had her head 
cocked a little bit. No big deal, a lot 
of horses do that.”

Ortiz guided Amidst Waves back 
toward the inside, and the two fillies 

clashed side by side with a sixteenth 
of a mile to go. Amidst Waves proved 
to be the strongest by a nose, winning 
in 1:03.38 over turf labeled good. 

Gram and Joel Rosario closed from 
last under to finish third for trainer 
Christophe Clement. 

“I thought she was going to have 
them measured,” Weaver said. “I told 
Irad, at Monmouth she pressed a little 
bit, I prefer the way she ran at Belmont 
where she kind of just sat and punched 
down the lane. I was pretty sure we 
had [Crown Imperial] measured, but 
there was a moment there where I was 
like ‘Is she kicking in?’ and then ‘Oh 
yeah, she is. OK, we’re good.’ ”

The filly out of the Into Mischief 
mare Troublesome bumped her career 
earnings to $194,000 in four starts.

“I was very confident. Irad rode 
her perfect, laid off her a little bit, and 
once you ask her to go she’s like an 
Aston Martin,” Hill said. “You hit 
that gas and away she goes. I wasn’t 
worried.”

Amidst Waves was a $100,000 
purchase at Keeneland September 
last year. She started twice for Dew 
Sweepers, a pinhooking partnership 
focused on developing 2-year-olds on 
the track for major races like those at 

Tod Marks
Amidst Waves (left) sweeps to the front in Sunday’s Bolton Landing Stakes

Full Flow
Amidst Waves tops four foes  
in Bolton Landing turf sprint

Continued On Page 33 
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Royal Ascot, before she sold privately 
to her current ownership group. 

Weaver, Hill and partners have 
a few options at the top of the juve-
nile sprint class in Amidst Waves and 
Crimson Advocate. They purchased 
the latter from Dew Sweepers after 
her debut third at Keeneland in a 4 
1/2-furlong contest won by Bright-
work, the unbeaten winner of the 
Grade 3 Adirondack headed to the 
Grade 1 Spinaway on closing week-
end.

Amidst Waves was the second 
Saratoga sprint winner of the week-
end for Midshipman, with Ship Cadet 
taking Friday’s off-the-turf Skidmore 
at 5 1/2 furlongs.

– Nolan Clancy

• Sunday was a return to (mostly) 
regularly scheduled turf racing, with 
only the ninth race pushed to the 
main track. That makes 51 total races 
pulled off the turf at the meet this year 
heading into Week 7.

The third race, run at 1 1/16 miles 
on the inner turf, went to Strong Odor 
and Manny Franco for Mike Maker. 

Todd Pletcher and Eclipse Thor-
oughbred Partners were in for a sweet 
treat when 2-year-old filly Candied 
won her debut in the fifth under Luis 
Saez. The daughter of Candy Ride de-
feated eight 2-year-old fillies including 
a few high-profile yearling purchases 
from last year.

“We liked the way she was train-
ing, we thought she’d show a little 
bit more speed but she didn’t jump 
perfectly,” Pletcher said. “Had some 
dirt in her face probably for a little 
bit. Once she got in the clear, she ran 
in a big way.” 

Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners 
bought the winner, a daughter of 
Candy Ride for $165,000 at the 
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July sale last 
year.

Mount Up, a 3-year-old by Army 
Mule, won the seventh for St. Elias 
Stable, West Point Thoroughbreds 
and Rob Masiello, the second win of 
the day for Pletcher and jockey Irad 
Ortiz Jr. 

Digitize went gate to wire for 
Chad Brown and Klaravich Stables 
in the eighth, breaking his maiden in 
his third start in the 7-furlong event 

under Flavien Prat. Prat didn’t even 
have to get changed before hopping 
on Money Supply, a main track only 
entrant for the same connections, to 
win the ninth. 

Mudville Nine won the 10th, 
breaking his maiden for Mike Trom-
betta and The Elkstone Group and 
improving on his second here in late 
July. 

Ricardo Santana Jr., Franco, Ortiz 
and Prat each won two races to close 
out Week 6. 

– Nolan Clancy and Mary Rufo

• Ian Wilson grew up in Saratoga 
Springs, and calls his horse racing tra-
jectory inevitable. He had jobs around 
the backstretch growing up before 
working for Vinery at the Fasig-Tip-
ton Saratoga sales. 

Sunday’s sixth was a homecom-
ing for the assistant to Graham Mo-
tion. Wilson saddled Memorialize to 
a 3-length victory in the maiden race 
for 2-year-old fillies on the turf.

“That’s the first horse I’ve ever 
saddled up here that won,” Wil-
son said. “I’ve only saddled two up 
here, but that was the first winner, so 
that’s pretty cool. It’s like a childhood 
dream come true. So not a big deal or 
anything.”

The filly debuted at Colonial 
Downs exactly a month before Sun-
day, where she impressed her connec-
tions despite a tumultuous beginning.

“It’s super cool to have her come 
up here and run that way, but we’ve 
liked her since she came in. She’s a 
cool little filly,” Wilson said. “The 
Colonial race really was a prep to 
come up here, so it kind of worked 
out, finishing second there and trying 
to win one up here.”

Memorialize stumbled out of the 
gate unprepared in her debut, without 
jockey Jorge Ruiz’s feet in the irons. 
She spotted the field double-digit 
lengths before she got up to speed in 
the 5 1/2-furlong turf contest.

“All we told Manny [Franco] was 
to keep his feet in the irons,” Wilson 
said.

Memorialize was shuffled back af-
ter being bumped at the start, but still 
got away from the gate miles better 
than her debut. The daughter of Kara-
kontie went on to win by 3 lengths 
over Steel Lute, with post-time favor-
ite Lamorna third. 

“She was always pretty straightfor-
ward, she’s straightforward but not an 
easy filly to train around the barn,” 

Wilson said. “Once you get her on the 
track she’s very very professional. She 
really hasn’t put a foot wrong since 
she’s come into the barn.”

– Nolan Clancy

• The opener remained on the 
grass and Smokin’ Hot Kitty won for 
trainer Horacio De Paz and America’s 
Pastime Stables, Liberty House Rac-
ing and Mic Duff Stables. The daugh-
ter of Kitten’s Joy gave De Paz his first 
win of the meet in his 28th start.

“These guys have had horses with 
Horacio De Paz, but this is our first 
one,” said Brian Spagnola of Ameri-
ca’s Pastimes Stables. “He’s got some 
of his other owners here and they’re 
partnered with us, this is our first 
horse with him and he does a great 
job. We’re thrilled to be a part of it.”

Making her third start since being 
claimed for $30,000 in late April, 
the 4-year-old daughter of Kitten’s 
Joy picked up her second win from 
12 starts. She won the 1 1/16-mile 
event for $50,000 claimers by 3 
lengths, adding it to her victory going 
5 1/2 furlongs in a state-bred maiden 
$40,000 claimer last year.  

“[De Paz] is a great guy,” said 
Chris Duffy of Mic Duff Stables. 
“Great horseman, great guy, Horacio 
had her ready. Ricardo gave a great 
ride. We’re thrilled.”

– Nolan Clancy

• Seinfeld fans who threw in a hunch 
bet on Sue Ellen Mishkin were reward-
ed Sunday. The Matt Shirer-trained 
4-year-old daughter of Mohaymen won 
the 6-furlong event for $12,500 claim-
ers by 2 3/4 lengths, returning $7.80 as 
the third choice in the field of five. 

“She seems to always run good 
here,” Shirer said. “She’s a New 
York-bred.”

Sue Ellen Mishkin is owned by 
Ten Strike Racing, a group headed by 
Marshall Gramm. 

“They’re great,” Shirer said. “Mar-
shall and I have known each other for 
a while now. We seem to like the same 
kind of horses and you know, they’re 
always very open minded. We get 
along very well over the years.”

Sue Ellen Mishkin was claimed for 
$12,500 by EKB Stables and Peter 
Walder.

– Mary Rufo

Sunday –
 Continued from page 32

Tod Marks
Candied heads to victory in Sunday’s fifth.
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BY JOE CLANCY
When he bought Hip 1049 at Keeneland Sep-

tember last year, Deuce Greathouse didn’t necessar-
ily see all this: an easy maiden win at Ellis Park, a 
just-as-easy Grade 2 score at Saratoga and a spot 
among the favorites for the upcoming Grade 1 
Hopeful.

But there was something there.
“He was just an incredibly balanced horse,” 

Greathouse said of looking at the yearling. “He’s 
got those nice shorter cannon bones but he’s not 
a squatty horse; he’s got a big shoulder; that’s the 
way you’d draw a hind leg on a horse; strong gas-
kin, light in the neck so he doesn’t have all that 
weight on his front end. He really is, when you’re 
taught to look for a racehorse, kind of what you 
think of.”

Bred by the Parks Investment Group of Lee Sear-
ing, Rhyme Schemes went to Keeneland with Par-
amount Sales. 

“He was a beautiful yearling,” said Paramount’s 
Gabriel Duignan. “I raised him and he was always 
a horse you looked at – a beautiful horse all his 
life, I don’t think he was ever sick a day in his life 
either.”

The looks were there, clearly, but the son of 
Ghostzapper might not have made everybody’s 
pedigree list.

His dam, the Distorted Humor mare Kather-
ine, sold for $575,000 as a 2-year-old but won just 
once. Rhyme Schemes was her second registered 
foal and the first had finished eighth in his debut 
before the sale. Second dam Eileen’s Dream also 
won a single race, for breeder Searing’s CRK Sta-
ble, and didn’t produce a stakes winner. Back there 
one more generation lurked all sorts of black type 
however, including Grade 1 winners Dream Rush, 
Dreaming Of Julia and Malathaat.

Greathouse saw that, plus all those physical at-
tributes, and spent $210,000 to add the chestnut to 
his Pura Vida Investments partnership.

“I’m not one of those people who says everything 
I buy is gorgeous; I buy them for different reasons, 
sometimes it’s more pedigree,” he said. “He was 
a great combination of both. I try and buy horses 
where I know that if that horse can really run all 
the sudden it’s a live pedigree again. You’ve got in 
the third dam, Dreaming Of Julia, Malathaat, all 
that stuff. Now you’ve got a Grade 2 winner in the 
first dam. All the sudden, the rest of the pedigree 
just filled back out.”

After his first three starts, Rhyme Schemes’ name 
could be All The Sudden. Trained by Norm Casse 
in Kentucky, the colt touted himself in early work-
outs but finished sixth in his debut at Churchill 
Downs May 18. Casse and jockey Ricardo Santana 
Jr. added blinkers, and Rhyme Schemes responded 
with a 9 1/2-length maiden win at Ellis Park June 
15. The lopsided score earned the winner heaps of 
praise, massive speed figures and a trip to Saratoga. 

Greathouse and Casse targeted the Hopeful Sept. 
4 and looked at the Grade 2 Saratoga Special as a 
bridge to the Grade 1 try.

First run in 1901, The Special is 32 years older 
than the Golden Gate Bridge but proved to be im-
portant for Rhyme Schemes if not California traffic. 

Sent off at even money in a field of six, he let 
Market Street and Woodcourt fight it out up front, 
took over at the top of the stretch and won by 9 1/2 
lengths – again – while Santana looked under his 
arm and at the infield video board for competition.

Greathouse loved the way the horse allowed the 
race to develop before getting involved and making 
a play for the lead.

“He’s always acted like a 4-year-old in the 
barn,” he said. “We all know him, and we know 
how important a smart horse is. The smarter they 
are, the more they tend to have heart. He seems to 
have shown that so far.”

Duignan echoed that sentiment.
“He looks like an impressive horse,” he said. 

Well
Versed

Rhyme Schemes zips 
to head of 2YO class

Continued On Page 35 

Dave Harmon
Rhyme Schemes glides home with a victory in the Saratoga Special Stakes Aug. 12.
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Closest to track. Easy in, easy out.

“He just goes away in a few strides. 
He always had a fantastic tempera-
ment and he showed that [in the Spe-
cial] too. He’s bombproof, he really 
is. If they were all like that, and could 
run like that, it would be an easier 
game.”

Pura Vida came together three 
years ago and focuses on pooling the 
buying power of multiple partners, 
purchasing yearlings at auction and 
going to the races. Purchases in 2021 
included the stakes-placed Towhead 
and New York-bred stakes winner 
Les Bon Temps. The 2022 class went 
10 deep and includes Smokey Smokey 
(second early on the Saratoga Special 
card) in addition to Rhyme Schemes. 

“The first group we had a fil-
ly named Ontheonesandtwos (who 
placed in a stakes) and we had about 
six in the first group,” Greathouse 
said. “We spent twice the money and 
bought 10 [in 2021] and had Les Bon 
Temps and Towhead. For this year 
we bought 10. We’ve only run two or 
three. We spent a million and a half. 
There are 10 people in the group in-
cluding myself.”

Winning a Saratoga stakes with a 
2-year-old who makes everyone talk 
will do plenty for the future of the 
project.

“This is what you do it for,” Great-
house said. “Fingers crossed, every-
thing good tomorrow, everything 
good after the next couple breezes, 
you couldn’t be more excited about 
the Hopeful.”

Duignan and Paramount will 
watch it all, and hope for a catalog 
update to a half-brother (Hip 929) to 
the Saratoga Special winner by Honor 
A. P. in this year’s sale.

Rhyme Schemes–
 Continued from page 34

Tod Marks
Deuce Greathouse and jockey Ricardo Santa-
na Jr. after the Saratoga Special.
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Saratoga Bulletin Board
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“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry. 
Now, I can watch the horses again.”

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

INTEGRITY MATTERS
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integrity@trpb.com

All communication confidential
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Open year-round
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Call direct for best rates
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thespringwaterbandb.com

Never underestimate the power of one horse. 
I’m sure I’ve started a column with that sentence 

before. Pick your horse. Seabiscuit. Secretariat. 
Smarty Jones. Zenyatta. Heck, leave it blank and 
put your favorite horse’s name there. One horse can 
change your life. 

I’ve got a few. Hawaiki, my father’s one train-
ing win at Saratoga (1983). I carried the buckets to 
the test barn, through a dirt track so muddy that at 
some point it was easier to remove my Docksides, 
roll up the cuffs of my yellow (why?) dress pants 
and walk barefoot. Dandy Danny. He won a race 
at Laurel Park at a huge price and Lonnie Fuller 
(in a bucket hat no doubt) and I had to compose 
ourselves before walking to the winner’s circle. “Act 
like you been here before, Joey,” he told me. We bet 
every dollar in our pockets, which really wasn’t that 
much, but man we felt like millionaires afterward. 
Fourmatt, who was as classy as he was fast. He 
won the Federico Tesio, back when it was a proper 
Preakness prep. Owhata Chief, who could smell a 
veterinarian from 100 yards away. Joe Mac, who 
I couldn’t hold one side of unless I sang to him. A 
New Zealand-bred whose head was probably four 
feet long, he’d relax and gallop on a loose rein but 
only if I kept singing. Baythorne, whose stride was 
so smooth he felt like a speedskater. 

You want horses you’ve actually heard of? Hors-
es I’ve written about? As a favorite trainer Charlie 
LoPresti used to say to me, “Oh, I don’t know . . .” 
But let’s go with California Chrome, Tom’s d’Etat, 
Wise Dan, Get Stormy, Toby’s Corner, Swiss Sky-
diver, Snap Decision. In their own ways, they awed 
me and challenged me. 

Ask me tomorrow and the list could be entirely 
different, but that’s part of the power. 

Last week, I went to the Funny Cide sendoff at 
Siro’s. It wasn’t my first racehorse memorial service, 
but it was the first one with a theme song. “Funny 
Cide, Funny Cide, Saratoga’s on the map, it’s been 

a hell of a ride . . .” or something like that anyway. 
He died July 16 at age 23, a hero as much for his 
2003 wins in the Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
Stakes as for his everyman status as a New York-
bred, a gelding, a part of Sackatoga Stable and 
trainer Barclay Tagg’s barn, a horse whose career 
closed with a win at Finger Lakes. He won 11 races, 
earned $3.6 million. Foaled at McMahon of Sarato-
ga Thoroughbreds, he made New York-breds seem 
trendy and cool. 

He also made it all seem attainable. Jack Knowl-
ton and his friends from Sackett’s Harbor, N.Y., 
pooled their money and bought a 2-year-old for 
$75,000. Less than a year later, they were riding to 
the Kentucky Derby in a school bus. At the Siro’s 
sendoff, Knowlton relayed the story of a partner 
trying to arrange transportation for the group from 
the Galt House Hotel in Louisville to Churchill 
Downs on Derby Day. The first choice was too ex-
pensive, and the booker asked a simple question, 
“How much pride do you have?” Not a lot came 
the reply. Yellow school bus it was. By the time the 
Preakness and Belmont Stakes came around, it took 
more than one bus to ferry the Funny Cide crew to 
the races but that only added to the lore.

By winning, Funny Cide changed the lives of 

Knowlton and the other partners, Tagg and assis-
tant/partner Robin Smullen, jockey Jose Santos and 
plenty of others. Beyond them, racing fans went 
along for the unlikely ride as Funny Cide became 
New York’s horse. It reached a crescendo of sorts 
at Saratoga that summer. There was a Funny Cide 
Store at the end of Caroline Street (it may be a hoo-
kah shop now), plus Funny Cide beer, Funny Cide 
ice cream at Stewart’s, hats, shirts, you name it. 
He and Empire Maker were supposed to meet in 
the Travers after splitting the Derby and Belmont 
Stakes. That never happened as they both scratched 
after entering – coughs, mucous, whatever. Ten 
Most Wanted won. 

But 20 years later, there we were at Siro’s send-
ing off Funny Cide with that song, video highlights 
and comments from his connections via emcee Tom 
Durkin. I’m bad at estimating crowds but there were 
a few hundred people there. They were young, old, 
connected, totally disconnected. Official proclama-
tions (“Whereas…”) came from the State of New 
York via assemblywoman Carrie Woerner, Sarato-
ga Springs and Sackett’s Harbor, plus the Governor 
of Kentucky Andy Beshear. Find another racehorse 
with four proclamations read at his memorial.

For all his New York roots, Funny Cide spent the 
last 15 years of his life at the Kentucky Horse Park, 
showcasing his literal and virtual power. He resided 
in the Hall of Champions, an attraction for visitors 
of all ages.

“It’s all about education and engagement,” said 
Kentucky Horse Park executive director Lee Car-
ter, who made the trip to Saratoga to read Beshear’s 
proclamation and relay the horse’s impact. “Our 
goal is always to deepen that relationship with the 
horse. We believe there’s a connection between the 
head, the heart and the horse. We’re able to just tell 
their story. You’ve got folks that come who know a 

Cide of Power

Continued On Page 37 
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that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.

lot of the history, and you’ve got folks 
that are just looking for a unique ex-
perience.” 

Funny Cide was a star.
“He had his own show every day 

at the Horse Park,” Carter said. “At 
3:30, every afternoon, we’d have our 
Derby champ turnout. So fans would 
line up along the paddock and watch 
him as he ran out of the stable into 
his paddock for the night. It was just 
a daily activity. He was a great am-
bassador. You could put him out there 
and take photos and feed him pepper-
mints, so it was great for folks to get 
that up close and personal.”

The day Funny Cide died, the 
Horse Park was reminded – again – 
of Funny Cide’s impact. Six-hundred 
(and counting) comments flooded the 
organization’s Facebook page. People 

missed him, grieved over him, remem-
bered him, cared about him.

“There was just this affinity and 
this connection to Funny Cide that 
was really amazing,” said Carter said.

You couldn’t help but feel it last 
week at Siro’s.

• • •
NYRA will salute Funny Cide one 

more time at the races Sunday. At 
11 a.m., his remains will be buried 
near the horse path just inside Gate 
C. Knowlton, Tagg, Smullen and San-
tos will be on hand to sign memora-
bilia, including Funny Cide posters 
and bobbleheads, from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at the Jockey Silks Porch. 
Later in the afternoon, following the 
annual running of the Funny Cide 
Stakes, NYRA will present a video 
compilation of his career, includ-
ing his wins in the Kentucky Derby, 
Preakness Stakes and Jockey Club 
Gold Cup at Belmont Park. 

The Outside Rail –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
Funny Cide greets a fan in 2003.
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The New York Turf Writers Cup. The Turf Writ-
ers. That’s how we knew it. The iconic Saratoga 
steeplechase, the one you wanted to win, the one 
you needed to win. Just to feel like you belonged. 
To justify the crazy decision you made to become 
a jump jockey so many jumps, so many lumps ago. 

The first one I remember was when my mom told 
me that “Happy won.” 1977. Happy Intellectual 
and my hero Joe Aitcheson Jr. Happy was 11, eight 
years after finishing third in the Illinois Derby and 
in the midst of three straight wins in the Turf Writ-
ers. Joe was 49, nine years away from his seventh 
and final championship. 

Mays and Mantle to me. Joe checked himself out 
of the hospital after another thumping fall earlier 
in the meet. Stiff and sore, he somehow stoked and 
soaked to turn back time one more time. Valet Har-
ry Rice talks about Aitcheson with higher regard 
than Lazarus. Happy got in front over the last. On 
fumes, Joe couldn’t turn his head, couldn’t wave his 
whip. Naval Person came charging. Happy heard 
him, went again and ground out a neck on his ju-
nior foe. It was legend. 

The first one I won, OK, the only one I won was 
Hokan in 1998. I hustled the ride from Janet Elliot, 
just to ride the race. I raked her Annex shedrow and 
walking ring for a week, to show my dedication, my 
commitment. 

I didn’t think he would win but I just wanted to 
say I was riding the race. In my 11th year at Sarato-
ga, winless in the big one and on a four-year skid, I 
couldn’t face saying I didn’t have a ride in the Turf 
Writers. I sweated out a summer spent at The Part-
ing Glass in a week and did 142. Well, that’s what it 
says (Janet, you’ll never know). He won by a neck. 
I rode more than 1,000 races over 13 years, it was 
never poetry, one race went in slow motion, one race 
went in paint-by-numbers perfection. Ssomehow, it 
came on a 13-1 chance against five-time champion 
Lonesome Glory and a field of burners. It was the 
ninth race, the flag dropped at 5:19 p.m. There was 
a crowd. They clapped. In the ever-elusive search 
for a perfect moment in sport, that was it for me.

Now it’s the Jonathan Sheppard. If there was 
ever a race to be renamed, this is it. 

The Hall of Fame trainer won the Turf Writers 
15 times. Nobody dominated a sport like Sheppard 

but his exploits in the Saratoga Grade 1, they were 
legendary. He won it with fillers and favorites. Top 
weights. Low weights. Frontrunners. Closers. Vet-
erans. Rookies. He won it with future Hall of Fame 
jockeys and walk-ons fresh off the farm. He won 
it with low-budget homebreds and Augustin Stable 
hotshots. He won it with 4-year-olds in their stakes 
debuts. And a 13-year-old in his 35th stakes start.

He won it the first time in 1979 with Virgin-
ia-bred Leaping Frog, a hard-trying son of Tulpe-
hocken and the War Admiral mare Admiration. 
Third-string Bruce Christison guided him to the 
ribbon cutter, part of a seven-win campaign that 
should have netted him a championship. Leaping 
Frog was as tough as they come, running in the Turf 
Writers four years in a row and at Saratoga 13 times 
in six years. He started at Bowie in 1976 and fin-
ished in Saratoga in 1982. 

Sheppard won it for the second time in 1983 
with 6-year-old Double Reefed, an 84-start battler. 
Sheppard came back the next year with Flatterer, 
a 5-year-old on his way to the Hall of Fame. The 
over-achieving Florida-bred Double Bill won it in 
1989-90 and the front-running Yaw won the next 
two, sweeping a Sheppard 1-2-3 the first time. Mis-
tico lugged 168 pounds in the mud (yeah, it used to 

be rain or shine). Arch Kingsley stole one on Bisbal-
ense, again in the mud, three years later. Ninepins, 
at 13, won it in 2000. 

Homebred It’s A Giggle scored three times in 
29 days, taking the Turf Writers in 2001. Another 
homebred Mixed Up followed five years later. Ser-
mon Of Love won one open stakes in his life, yeah, 
the Turf Writers in 2010. 

Homebred Italian Wedding did the same in 2013. 
British import Winston C won it in 2019, Shep-
pard’s final runner in the stakes that would eventu-
ally be named after him. 

Sheppard saddled his last runner in December, 
2020. The king of the Turf Writers quietly slipped 
off the stage, retiring to Florida. The New York Turf 
Writers Cup was changed to the Jonathan Sheppard 
the following summer. 

The Mean Queen won it in 2021. Snap Decision 
won it in 2022.

Today, 10 runners go to post in the third running 
of the Sheppard. The first race on today’s 10-race 
card. Sheppard would like this group. An eclectic 
group that runs the gamut of the sport. 

There’s L’Imperator, owned by Hudson River 
Farm (Winston C and Ninepins) and trained by 
Kingsley, who steered two of the 15. There’s Jimmy 
P and Theocrat, trained by Sheppard’s final assis-
tant, Keri Brion. There’s Awakened, a blue-blooded 
flat horse, a Mixed Up taking a shot. There’s Grade 
1 winner Noah And The Ark, a 9-year-old Nine-
pins. There’s Merry Maker, a low weight Sermon Of 
Love. There’s Redicean, a 9-year-old with back class 
and flat form, a Mistico. There’s West Newton, a 
frontrunner, a Bisbalense. There’s McTigue, an up-
start 4-year-old, a Flatterer, maybe someday. And 
there’s Caramelised, a free-running British-bred, 
maybe a Winston C.  

One of them will join a legendary list. Sheppard 
will be proud.

The Stakes 

u  

eclipsetbpartners.com

There’s a reason our racing partners   

BELIEVE BIG!
#ECLIPSEFILLIES

LADIES FIRST  
NEST adds a win  

in the G2 Shuvee S. 
 to her Saratoga  

accolades.

ANISETTE (GB)  
wins Del Mar's G2  
San Clemente S. 
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September Yearling Sale
Begins Monday, Sept. 11

The unmatched success of the

RANDOMIZED
 Alabama S. Presented by 

Keeneland Sales (G1)

Keeneland Graduates 
Shine in Grade 1s  

at Saratoga

CASA CREED
Fourstardave H. (G1)

ELITE POWER
Alfred G. Vanderbilt H. (G1)




