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Here’s your newspaper – your last newspaper of 2011. Slow down, savor it, we won’t be back until March. The Colonial 
Cup capped the season, clinching championships and giving early Christmas presents to deserving teams. As for you, 
dear reader, goodbye for 2011. Peace, prosperity and purse money to all. 
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Tom’s Turn
The trainer’s championship came down to the last day, the last race. Tom Voss 
earned his first title since 2002.
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The Colonial Cup, as it should be, finished the season. Tax Ruling dominated. Rain-
iero made it three. Wanganui clinched. Hot Rize shocked. Sergeant Karakorum re-
warded his owner/trainer.

PAGES 24-25

Pay Him
The only horse to win two Grade I stakes during the season, Tax Ruling was bred 
for greatness on the flat. He found it in steeplechasing.
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In Control
Irv Naylor roared to his second consecutive owner championship, sweeping three 
races at the Iroquois in the spring and Far Hills in the fall. 

PAGE 42

One More Time
And that makes three. With 27 wins, Paddy Young swept his third consecutive 
jockey championship, the first jockey to win three since John Cushman won four 
in a row back in the 80s.
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Charles C. Fenwick Jr., Alexandra Hundt, Beasie Patterson, Laura T. Shull, Adair B. Stifel, 
Susan Strittmatter, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, Regina Welsh

Sam Slater
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

By The Numbers

Thank you 
to our contributors.

65,000
Dollars spent each year on drug testing 

procedures at ALL NSA race meets.
Total now at $500,000.

28,000
Dollars spent each year 

on race course safety inspections.
Total now at $226,000.

7,500
Dollars spent to  purchase 100 Pro-Cush 
whips for licensed jockeys as part of the 
NSA’s move to cushioned riding crops. 
The NSA was the first North American 

racing jurisdiction to adopt such a policy.

17,500
Dollars contributed each year to purses 

for amateur highweight timber races.
Total now at $230,000.

53,000
Dollars spent  to purchase 50 pairs 

of safety wings for use in NSA races.

91,000
Dollars contributed to steeplechase-connected 

organizations and foundation partners including 
the Amateur Riders Club of America, 

the National Museum of Racing, 
the Wesley Foundation in Saratoga, etc.

“We almost didn’t bring him down. We didn’t have room on the van, so I said we’d leave Italian Wed-
ding and Sergeant Karakorum behind and see if we could hustle a ride for them. The first spot, we 
put Italian Wedding on it, then Joe Walsh came down the night before last with him. If he didn’t have 
room, he wouldn’t have come down.”

Sheppard, after Sergeant Karakorum won the maiden at Camden 

“That was as good as a win.”
Owner Bill Price to jockey Arch Kingsley, after Here Comes Art 

led until after the last fence in the Colonial Cup

“It’s been a long two weeks.”
Jockey Roddy Mackenzie, on dealing with a shoulder injury

“I look like a lawn jockey.”
Jockey Willie Dowling, in Sonny Via’s silks from the museum, 

before getting on retired champion Good Night Shirt at Camden

“You didn’t do that to me again?”
Trainer Mike Berryman to Karen Gray after losing the timber 

at Camden (the second consecutive year one of Gray’s 
horses beat Berryman’s Gather No Moss in the race)

“He just won the Colonial Cup. He won. I’m not kidding. No, he won. I’ve got to go.” 
Brianne Slater, into her cell phone as Tax Ruling galloped out after winning the Colonial Cup

“I’m shaking.”
Slater, after winning the Colonial Cup

“McDynamo was probably a little bit sweeter, neither one of them are very personable, he’s not affec-
tionate, he’d rather bite you, kick you, knock you over. McDynamo wasn’t mean, but he would rather 
be left alone. They both try as hard as they can, even when he doesn’t win, he tries his heart out.”

Slater, comparing Colonial Cup winners Tax Ruling and McDynamo

“Let’s get through the winter.”
Trainer Richard Valentine, contemplating 2012 plans with three-time winner Rainiero

“He never got the shot he deserved.”
Will Haynes about Camden timber winner Hot Rize

Here and There –
 Continued from page 7
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SHOP AT  www.itownstore.com/jockeyfund

T-Shirts

Totes

Give a Great Gift &  
Support the Jockey Fund

Broodmare For Sale
Class Shadow: Bay mare, 2004, maiden, not bred. Steeplechase stakes winner 
of more than $88,000. Defeated Guelph in final start. Make an offer. 

For Donation
Granddaughter of Secretariat and Exceller. Bay mare, 1988. Dam of four foals 
to race, all winners. Owner plans to race 2008 foal. 

Contact M.C. Smith: (202) 333-0579 or medecahaba@aol.com 

http://nationalsteeplechase.com/
http://www.itownstore.com/ijockeyfund
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here&there... in Steeplechasing

By The Numbers
145: Thoroughbreds – including steeplechaser Lake Placid – to win at 
least six races in 2011 (through Nov. 29).

171: Number of races ridden by Paddy Young in 2011 (including point-
to-point, NSA jump and flat races).

51: Number of steeplechase victories separating Northern Baby (129) and 
Dynaformer (78), the top two stallions on the NSA victory list (1988-2011).

.306: Strike rate of ST’s Joe Clancy – 61 wins from 199 races – in the 
2011 ST Handicapping Challenge. Sean was second with 51 (.256).

14: Total starts (point-to-point, flat and jump) for Lake Placid – whose 11 
NSA starts topped that list – in 2011.

2: 14-year-old horses (Flying Contraption and Westbound Road) who won 
over jumps in 2011.

2: 13-year-old horses (Music To My Ears and Like A Bee ) who won over 
jumps in 2011.

The Name Game
Revelstoke: Steeplechasing knew him as the Maryland Hunt Cup win-
ner of 1994. Version Two is a stakes-placed 3-year-old filly in the barn of 
Jimmy Corrigan.

Worth Repeating
“He got a future champion, I got a used manure wagon.”

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, exaggerating, 
on Bruce Fenwick’s acquisition of Bon Caddo

“Hospitality tent of the year.”
Sheppard, on the spread at Charleston this fall

“He’s the most naturally fast horse I’ve been around since Storm Cat I think.”
Sheppard, on 2-year-old winner Ever So Lucky

“If you threw rocks in her tub, she’d eat them.”
Sheppard assistant Jim Bergen, 

on the dining habits of champion mare Sweet Shani

“From the water pump in the van to getting to the start without losing the 
rider . . .”

Bruce Fenwick, on things that can go wrong getting a horse to a race

“He’s the fastest swimmer I’ve ever seen, like Michael Phelps in the water.”
Trainer J.W. Delozier, on Lake Placid’s speed in the pond

“Fantastic Find was a really, really good horse. She won her first three or 
four way off and won the Hempstead. We thought Dynaformer would have 
been a good fit for her on the dirt, but obviously Tax Ruling didn’t care for 
it. It is a good family, he’s showed that in his jumping career.”

Hall of Fame trainer Shug McGaughey, about Tax Ruling’s pedigree

“G’day G’day was one of the highlights. There was no pressure, Dougie 
was like, ‘You know the horse, ride him the way you want to ride him.’ I felt 
tactically I rode a sound race on the horse and the horse ran a lifetime best 
and for me, now, it was in front of the hometown crowd.”

Champion jockey Paddy Young, about riding 
Doug Fout’s G’day G’day to win the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup

Tod MarksThe Champ. Retired steeplechase great Good Night Shirt came back to the Colonial Cup – as one of just five horses to win the Carolina 
Cup and Colonial Cup in their careers (the others are Moonstruck, Mistico, Zaccio and Lonesome Glory). The 10-year-old (ridden by Willie Dowling) 
wowed the crowd in his first appearance at a race meet since 2009. Sonny Via’s Maryland-bred won a dozen races and two championships. 

Open 11:00am ~ midnight 
Closed Tuesday

1383 North Chatham Road
West Marlborough,  
Pennsylvania 19320

610.383.0600 
t h e w h i p t a ve r n . c o m

Best English Pub

For classic pub fare and a bit  
of American nosh as well, 
visit The Whip, Chester 

County’s traditional English 
Pub. Voted Best English Pub 

in Philadelphia Magazine 
and Best Tavern / British 
Fare in Delaware Today. 
We’re ranked “very good 

to excellent” by Zagat and 
our Sticky Toffee Pudding 
earned MainLine Today’s 

Best House Made Dessert.

Taste what all the talk is 
about and treat a  

friend to our fineselection  
of beers and ales.

MUMS
OR CHUMS,

DATES 
OR MATES...
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE FOR 
THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE.

See HERE AND THERE page 6 

http://www.thewhiptavern.com/home.html


8    Steeplechase Times Friday, December 9, 2011

www.themillofbelair.com

The National 
Steeplechase 
Association’s 
Timber Horse 
of the Year!

 

Bon Caddo
Owner: Merriefield Farm

Trainer: Dawn Williams
 

would like to congratulate all of 

our Steeplechase customers on 

their 2011 successes and wish you 

the best of luck in your 

2012 campaigns.

Ξ'RXJODV�/HHV�3KRWR

Ξ'RXJODV�/HHV�3KRWR

Ξ'RXJODV�/HHV�3KRWR

http://www.themillofbelair.com/equine.php
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Tod Marks

CAMDEN, S.C. – “Don’t fall down now, son.”
Xavier Aizpuru implored Tax Ruling, moments af-

ter winning the Colonial Cup, to stay on his feet. Aiz-
puru had celebrated with trainer Brianne Slater, bear-
hugs from jockey to trainer to horse. Finally, asked 
to move, Tax Ruling hesitated, then buckled his right 
front leg, teetering for a moment, before regaining 
his composure for the walk into the winner’s circle at 
Springdale Race Course Nov. 19.

It was his only hiccup.
Irv Naylor’s 8-year-old became the only horse to win 

two Grade I stakes in 2011, bookending a season that 
produced an Iroquois win in the spring and a Colonial 
Cup win in the fall. Tax Ruling’s Grade I double gave 
Slater her two biggest career victories. She had been 
involved in Colonial Cup wins while assisting Sanna 
Hendriks with McDynamo, but this one was her own. 

“Everybody dreams of winning the Colonial Cup,” 
she said. “To win two grade ones and be up for a pos-
sible Eclipse Award, it’s a dream, it doesn’t get any 
better.”

Slater took over Tax Ruling this spring when Nay-
lor transferred his horses from Desmond Fogarty. 
Tom Foley called Slater and told her she was getting 
Tax Ruling, winner of the 2010 Iroquois. She’s never 
looked back, running him twice on the flat and three 
times over jumps. He’s won four – the only loss a 
pull-up in soft ground in the Grand National at Far 
Hills, four weeks before the Colonial Cup. That defeat 
didn’t deter Slater. 

 “I kind of threw out his race at Far Hills, I know 
he’s better than that,” Slater said. “He had some ex-

cuses, he came back full of mucous. I’m not so sure 
he didn’t like the ground, I just think he was under 
the weather and I’m not totally certain I had him fit 
enough. He’s been training great ever since, he’s such 
a hard-knocking horse.”

Tax Ruling put the knocks on his 11 rivals in the 
41st renewal of the sport’s grand finale. The 10th horse 
to walk across the course for Barry Watson’s flag, Tax 
Ruling hesitated at the start, hopping for a split sec-
ond and breaking last in the full field. Aizpuru cursed 
for a moment and then set about righting the ship. Tax 
Ruling does his best work on or near the lead and the 
jockey guided the stout gelding between Dynaski and 
Sermon Of Love on the way to the first. Nearing the 
wings, Tax Ruling rambled in sixth. On landing, he 
was rolling in second. In a matter of strides, he was 
rollicking in front as Lead Us Not and Here Comes 
Art ceded the lead. By the third, Tax Ruling had com-
fortably taken control of the tempo. 

“Just as Barry dropped the flag, he decided to put 
his head down between his knees and take a step 
back,” Aizpuru said. “Luckily I got a real good look 
at the first, he flew that and the moment he landed, I 
picked up my hands slightly and I could feel him un-
derneath me, I never had that feel at Far Hills.”

Passing the stands for the first time, with one com-
plete circuit ahead, Tax Ruling led Here Comes Art by 
a length with Lead Us Not and Your Sum Man leading 
a tight pack.

“He was out front, enjoying himself, really flying 
his fences,” Aizpuru said. “I felt more confident that I 
was going to get a truer run from him, whether it was 
good enough to win or not remained to be seen.”

By the sixth fence, Arch Kingsley allowed Here 
Comes Art to engage Tax Ruling and the duo quickly 
opened a big lead on the rest. Turning down the back, 
Here Comes Art led Tax Ruling by 2 lengths as Arca-
dius and Divine Fortune traded good jumps with bad, 
in third and fourth. 

“Tax Ruling really picked the bridle up and wanted 
to stay in front, but I felt like that was the wrong thing 
to do, we still had such a long way to go,” Aizpuru 
said. “I didn’t want to be using up too much energy. 
He was OK being in behind him but he was giving me 
the feel like he was ready to go get him whenever I 
asked him which was really encouraging.”

Here Comes Art and Tax Ruling flew each fence on 
the backside, keeping the flame on high as their rivals 
scrambled to keep pace. 

Here Comes Art flew the third-last, still alone on 
the lead. Aizpuru stoked up Tax Ruling, the first whip 
to be drawn among the contenders. Divine Fortune 
and Arcadius cruised behind the two leaders, waiting 
for the pace to take its toll. 

Here Comes Art drifted out at the top of the stretch 
but picked up in front at the second-last with Tax Rul-
ing to his outside, Divine Fortune on the far inside and 
Arcadius hitting a flat spot in fourth. The quartet had 
separated from Italian Wedding who was clinging to 

BY SEAN CLANCY

The Colonial Cup – november 19

Three abreast at the last fence (from left), Tax Ruling, Here 
Comes Art and Divine Fortune do battle in the Colonial Cup.

Tax Day
Naylor veteran steps up in Gr. I Colonial Cup

See COLONIAL CUP page 10 
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their tails as the rest were relegated to minor honors. 
Aizpuru switched his whip to his left hand after 

landing over the second-last, still needing to reel in 
a game Here Comes Art and stave off a tough Divine 
Fortune. 

“I took a little peek and I thought Divine Fortune 
had the most left, Arch’s horse was running a big race 
but he wasn’t getting away from me,” Aizpuru said. “I 
felt like if I could land over the last with them and get 
into a battle with them, then we’d see.”

 The trio met the last together, waiting for short 
spots but jumping with precision. They touched down 
as one. Tax Ruling stayed on the high side as Divine 
Fortune dug in on the inside and Here Comes Art 
scoured his reserves. 

“We landed and went a few strides, and I went a 
head in front, then a neck in front, then my confidence 
started to grow,” Aizpuru said. “I knew at that point, 
it was going to take something really finishing strongly 
and fastly to come and get us.”

From there, it was simply stamina as Tax Ruling 
plugged on, Divine Fortune found no more and Here 
Comes Art finally hit shore. 

“I was surprised in the way he won in the end be-
cause he was the first one off the bridle,” Aizpuru said. 
“But when he’s in this frame of mind . . . if you can get 
him into the battle, he loves the battle.”

He won the battle. 
Tax Ruling scored by 1 1/4 lengths over Divine For-

tune who had a length on Arcadius who had a length 
on Here Comes Art. Tax Ruling finished 2 3/4 miles in 
5:11 1/5 in the first Cup run over National Fences as 
opposed to natural brush.

For Slater and Aizpuru, it was new territory. The 
British-born jockey, certainly in the twilight of his 
career, won his first Colonial Cup. The Pennsylvania-
born trainer, in the early, unchartered stages of her ca-
reer, won her first Colonial Cup. 

“This is one of the few we would have heard of (in 
England), that’s why it means so much to me,” Aiz-
puru said. “The Colonial Cup has been around for 
decades, some great people have won it, some great 
horses have won it, and I can add my list to it now, 
that’s special.”

After the race, Slater walked back to the barn and 
accepted congratulations from every trainer, every 
groom, every jockey in the game. 

“You’re the best . . . Well done, Brianne . . . Con-
gratulations, honey . . . Awesome . . . Brianne Slater, 

Grade I winning trainer . . . Congratulations . . . That 
horse looked like he could go around again . . . ”

 Slater helped three-time champion steeplechas-
er McDynamo win a couple of Colonial Cups. She 
trained Tax Ruling to win one. There’s a big differ-
ence.

“You always think, ‘It would be really cool to win 
this race,’ but I never actually thought I’d win grade 
ones, I just thought I’d like to train,” Slater said. “This 
is a dream. It’s just unreal. Unreal. It goes to show 
you, you just need one good one.”

Colonial Cup –
 Continued from page 9

Sean Clancy
Tax Ruling stretches for the finish in the Colonial Cup.

A Leading Lender for the Preservation 
of Open Spaces and Farmland

Lydia Willits Bartholomew
Chairman of the Board

http://www.natbankmal.com/
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CAMDEN, S.C. – Jonathan Sheppard ran 12 hors-
es at Camden. The last one on the list was Sergeant 
Karakorum. 

Literally, the last one on the list. 
Owned and trained by Sheppard, Sergeant Karako-

rum stayed on the farm when the first van shipped to 
Camden. He missed the second one too when Colonial 
Cup starter Italian Wedding earned that slot. Finally, 
like a hitchhiker holding a sign, “Heading South,” 
Sergeant Karakorum found a ride on Joe Walsh’s van, 
arriving in Camden early Thursday morning. 

The enigmatic maiden paid for the ride, winning 
the opener on the Nov. 19 card by a head over Ice Bear 
and Black Quartz and pushing Sheppard into a tie for 
leading trainer with Tom Voss. The multi-champion 
laughed at the thought of winning a title (Sheppard 
ultimately finished second to Voss) with a horse given 
to him.

“You never know. You have no idea where the wins 

are going to come from,” he said as he walked back to 
the barn for the second. 

Sergeant Karakorum didn’t follow a blueprint. 
First, he was barred from competing at the flat track 
after refusing to break several times in 2010. Owner 
Karakorum Farm sent the New York-bred to Shep-
pard. The chestnut gelding made his jump debut at 
Monmouth, three months after his last gate episode. 
He wound up making three starts that season, manag-
ing a fourth at Aiken and Callaway Gardens. By the 
spring, he was running in Sheppard’s silks and for a 

$10,000 claiming tag. 
“Can you guess?” Sheppard answered when asked 

how he wound up with the horse. “They didn’t both-
er answering my phone calls, so I said the best thing 
is for me to take over the horse, they said, they’d be 
happy. People don’t realize the van bills, the entry fees, 
jockey expenses, air travel.”

Sergeant Karakorum made eight starts this year, 
winning more than $25,000 for the house.

Last 
to First

Tod Marks
Sergeant Karakorum (center) fights off Ice Bear (left) and Black Quartz in the opener at Camden.

Sergeant Karakorum
makes trip, gets win

BY SEAN CLANCY

Colonial Cup raCes – november 19

See CAMDEN page 14 

http://thomas-talbot.com/


Friday, December 9, 2011 Times    13

http://www.abbavetsupply.com/


14    Steeplechase Times Friday, December 9, 2011

“He was a bit of a rogue, usually if they’re 
bad at the gate, they’re bad at the other 
things,” Sheppard said. “He has gotten bet-
ter, he’s pretty much a normal horse now. He 
used to wheel before he went to school, try 
to run out the gap when he was breezing, he 
still shows a tiny bit of that but he’s gotten 
better and better all the time. As time goes 
by, he’s a happier horse, with a little bit of 
confidence in himself.”

 

Voss: “Now, he can go home and grow 
up.”

And that wrapped up the 3-year-old 
championship for 2011. The Voss-trained 
Wanganui improved his record to 2-for-2 
with a front-running victory in the Raymond 
G. Woolfe Memorial, securing the $15,000 
payday and the championship. The long-
striding homebred galloped resolutely on 
the lead, pulling too hard at times, jumping 
greenly at times, but always traveling with 
strength and ease. Gaawarib made a run late, 
but failed to threaten the winner. First-time 
starter Bruno Frigerio wound up third.

“He was just a lot keener at Camden than 
he was at Far Hills. He was on edge, he knew 
what he was there for,” Young said. “He just 
didn’t want to settle, but he jumped well and 
he was still much the best. I definitely think 
the quicker track brought the others closer to 
him but I felt like he dominated them. He’s 
a nice horse. He just goes around there and 
does it, but he still isn’t sure what he’s doing, 
but he was professional when he needed to 
be from the last home.”

Bred by Mimi Voss and owned by The 

Fields Stable, Wanganui made his flat debut 
in September and his jump debut in Octo-
ber, winning the Gladstone at Far Hills. By 
November, he was crowned champion. Two 
starts, two wins.

“Think of what he’ll look like next year,” 
Voss said, his voice tailing off and looking 
ahead all at the same time.

ear after Hot Rize won the allowance timber. 
A claim of foul had been weathered. Tears 
had been shed. Now, it was a mother and a 
son sharing a moment.

Four years earlier, Bruce Haynes put the 
tack on Hot Rize for his career debut in the 
Woolfe. Bred and owned by Anne, Hot Rize 
finished sixth that day. Two months later, 
Bruce Haynes died of a heart attack. Hot 
Rize ran for Mike Berryman, then for Anne 
as trainer before resurfacing for Haynes’ 
friend Karen Gray this spring. He broke 
his maiden at Aiken in late October and 
switched to timber a week later. Will Haynes 
climbed aboard for his timber debut at Cal-
laway Gardens; they finished second. Two 
weeks later, Haynes had his first win of the 
year, Hot Rize had his first timber win and 
Anne had something to cry about. 

“Old Hot Rize is a homebred, we always 
knew he had a lot of talent,” Will Haynes 
said. “That felt great.”

Haynes rode sparingly this year but 
moved to Camden to work for Richard and 
Lilith Boucher this fall. 

“I tried to get out of it, but I think it’s im-
possible once you’ve done it,” Haynes said. 
“I tried to go home and block it all out, then 
I watched Frankel win (the English 2,000 
Guineas) and it gave me goosebumps, that 
got the bug back in me, started watching 

Camden –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Hot Rize skies a fence early in his open timber win at Camden.See COLONIAL CUP page 15 

http://www.kingconstruction.org/
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racing again, I had to get back, couldn’t 
help myself and I’m glad to be here.”

Owned and trained by Gray, Hot 
Rize relaxed well off a torrid pace set by 
He’s A Conniver, avoided a melee when 
favorite Mussiecoocoo fell at the 11th 
fence, then reeled in Gather No Moss 
to win by 4 lengths. Music To My Ears 
finished third, beaten 69 1/2 lengths. 

“After last week at Callaway, I said, 
‘It’s a shame there aren’t any maiden 
timber races left this year.’ Karen said, 
‘Let’s go to Camden, I’ve run a maiden 
in there.’ He jumped those timber fenc-
es like a hurdle horse, never missed a 
fence,” Haynes said. “When we went 
out in the figure eight the last time, he 
wasn’t showing much so I asked him a 
little bit and he came to life, so I took a 
hold of him and waited, it’s a long run 
from there. I knew I had the horse un-
der me so I sat and waited.”

Sheppard . . . ” 
Richard Valentine didn’t need to 

finish the thought. The trainer walked 
back to the barn after winning the Hob-
kirk Hill with Augustin Stable’s Rainie-
ro and reflected on a career year. That’s 
what you do at Camden, the bookend 
is in place, no changing it, what’s done 
is done. 

Valentine won 14 races from 57 starts 
to finish one behind Jonathan Sheppard 
(a thousand titles) and two behind Tom 
Voss (plenty of titles). Valentine had the 
taste of his first. 

Rainiero did his part, winning three 
races this fall, finishing his triple with 
a polished performance in the Hobkirk 
Hill, an allowance hurdle for horses 
that started for a claiming price during 
the year. Matt McCarron settled Rain-
iero near the back of the nine-horse 
field as champion novice Lake Placid 
led the tight pack around the Carolina 
Cup course. Rainiero crept into it head-
ing down the backside the final time, 
cruising through horses as Lake Placid 
jumped the outside panel and Winning 
Vow rushed from last. Still in the frame 
coming to the last, Lake Placid bypassed 
it while Rainiero set after Winning Vow, 
running him down by a half-length. 
Mischief settled for third. 

“I just hope he stays good, he’s eligi-
ble for all the starters next year,” Valen-
tine said. “Demonstrative is obviously 
our best horse, but this horse would 
be the big horse if it wasn’t for him. I 
hope I don’t get tempted to run him in 
those stakes races next year. Fair play to 
George (Strawbridge) and everybody at 
Augustin, they spent the time, he has a 
lot of horses to fill his shoes, they were 
very patient.”

Bred in Chile, Rainiero broke his 
maiden over hurdles for Sanna Hen-
driks in 2007. The son of African 
Dancer won an allowance at Radnor 
the following spring and wound up in 
Valentine’s barn the following summer 
when Augustin transferred most of its 
jumpers to the Virginia-based trainer. 
Two starts that fall yielded a third and a 
10th and then a nearly two-year layoff. 
A beautiful horse, with a notch on his 
left knee that you could use as a step 
stool, Rainiero returned this fall, win-
ning at Virginia Fall and Montpelier. 

“When they came to me, he was the 
one I was most excited about,” Valen-

tine said. “Mentally, he’s come around.”
So has Valentine. Based in Aiken, 

S.C. in the winter and The Plains, Va. 
the rest of the year, Valentine cracked 
the top three for the first time in his ca-
reer. 

“Who would have thought? I was 
depressed not having enough owners, 
enough numbers (before the season). 
My timber horses helped me out huge-
ly, I love the timber horses but in this 
game, you need the hurdlers to keep 
your name in it,” Valentine said. “I 
would like to think we can keep going 
forward with the stock we’re getting.”

Valentine paid credit to experience – 
and assistants Laird George and Daniel 
Arellano – for the success in 2011.

“I’ve matured enough as a trainer 
that I don’t have to be hard on them, 
less is more,” he said. “Laird is terrific 
that way, Laird and Daniel make the 
core of Whitewood for me. It’s a good 
team, it’s a great place to train horses. 
It’s been a great year.”

1st. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.  
1. Sergeant Karakorum L 154 Crowley
2. Ice Bear L 154 McCarron
3. Black Quartz (Fr)  148 Geraghty
4. Autumn Riches (GB) L 148 Rafter
5. El Season L 148 Hodsdon
6. Easy Reach L 154 Dowling
7. Sumo Power  154 Watts
8. Compromise L 149 Dahl
9. Eat Cake L 142 Nagle
10. Followmyfootsteps L 154 Young
PU. Cherokee Speed L 154 Read 
Mgn: Head. Time: 4:23-4/5. 
O/T:  Jonathan Sheppard. 
Ch. g. 5, Thunderello-Premier Account, Mt. 
Livermore. Bred by Debra Divitto & John Lem-
mens (NY.)

2nd. $25,000. 3YO Hurdle stakes. 2 miles.
The Raymond G. Woolfe Memorial 

1. Wanganui L 152 Young
2. Gawaarib L 148 Walsh
3. Bruno Frigerio L 148 Crowley
4. Class Brahms  148 Dalton
5. Darkwatch L 148 Hodsdon
6. Slice Of Gold L 148 Nagle
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 3:46. 
O: The Fields Stable.  T: Tom Voss.  
Ch. g. 3, Love of Money-Distant Drumroll, East-
ern Echo.  Bred by Mimi Voss (Md.)

3rd. $20,000. Open timber. 3-1/2 miles.  
1. Hot Rize L 145 Haynes
2. Gather No Moss  150 Watts
3. Music To My Ears (Ire) L 165 Walsh
4. He’s A Conniver L 165 Dalton
F. Mussiecoocoo (Ire) L 165 Young
PU. Professor Maxwell L 160 Nagle
Mgn: 4. Time: 7:00-4/5.
O/T: Karen Gray.
Dk. B./Br. g. 7, Sultry Song-Donesia, Desert Wine. 
Bred by Anne Haynes (Ky.)

4th. $100,000.  Hurdle stakes. 2-3/4 miles. 
The Colonial Cup (Grade 1)

1. Tax Ruling L 156 Aizpuru
2. Divine Fortune L 156 Nagle
3. Arcadius L 156 Crowley
4. Here Comes Art L 156 Kingsley
5. Italian Wedding L 156 Rafter
6. Nationbuilder L 156 Hodsdon
7. Dynaski L 156 Buchanan
8. Lead Us Not L 156 Geraghty
9. Organisateur (Ire) L 156 Dalton
10. Decoy Daddy (Ire) L 156 Tobin
11. Sermon of Love L 156 Dowling
PU. Your Sum Man (Ire) L 156 Young
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 5:11-1/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Brianne Slater.
Dk. B./Br. g. 8, Dynaformer-Fantastic Find, Mr. 
Prospector. Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky.)

5th. $20,000. Str. allow. hurdle. 2-5/16 miles.  
Started for a clm. price in 2011.

1. Rainiero (Chi) L 154 McCarron
2. Winning Vow L 146 Dalton
3. Mischief L 150 Young
4. Dugan L 150 Crowley
5. Brave Prospect L 140 Aizpuru
6. Red Letter Day L 146 Walsh
7. Cuse L 153 Dahl
8. General Roanoke  146 Watts
PU. Lake Placid L 148 Rafter
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:23-4/5.
O: Augustin Stables. T: Richard Valentine.
B. g. 9, African Dancer-Ultramar,(Chi), El Mor-
gon. Bred by Haras Dadinco (Chi.)

6th. Amateur training flat. 1-1/2 miles.  
1. Sit A Spiel (Ire) L 168 Ruch
2. Bluegrass Chat L 160 Brion
3. Black Bag L 168 Sullivan
4. Opening Movement L 160 Haynes
5. Crookshane Lad  168 Molloy
6. Bannockburn  160 Dahl
7. Habana  168 George
8. Tiger Express  160 Bordwell
PU. Tiger Trail  160 Tobin
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 2:35-1/5.
O:  Sue Sensor.  T: Arch Kingsley.
B. g. 5, Singspiel (Ire)-Mezya, Gulch. Bred by 
Ms. E. Mulhern, C.J. Humphrey & J. Flynn (Ire.)

Camden –
 Continued from page 14

Colonial Cup Results
Camden, SC. Saturday, Nov. 19. Turf Firm.

Tod Marks
Rainiero (left) kicks past Winning Vow in the Hobkirk Hill – final jump race of 2011.

Tod Marks
Three-year-old champion Wanganui shows the way late in the Raymond Woolfe Memorial.
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New York Turf Writers Cup win-
ner Mabou will spent the off-season at 
trainer David Jacobson’s farm in Riv-
erhead, N.Y. with eyes on a 2012 cam-
paign that will most likely include starts 
over jumps and on the flat.

A New York-based flat trainer, Ja-
cobson claimed the son of Dynaformer 
for $30,000 at Saratoga, then upset the 
Grade I Turf Writers three weeks later. 
Before joining the Drawing Away Stable 
team with Jacobson, Mabou raced over 
jumps for owner Ken Ramsey and train-
er Tom Voss – winning five of 10 starts 
in the claiming and allowance ranks. 
After the Turf Writers, Jacobson ran the 
horse once on the flat at Belmont Park 
and then tried the Grade I Grand Na-
tional at Far Hills Oct. 22. 

Mabou jumped poorly in the soft go-
ing and was pulled up – along with five 
others.

“That wasn’t him,” said Jacobson. 
“I don’t know what it was, something 
wasn’t right. Looking back on it, he 
didn’t train as well as he did before the 
Saratoga race. He’s resting on the farm 
now and we’ll bring him back in Janu-
ary or February to get him ready for the 
spring.”

Jacobson and his owners were im-
pressed with the first foray into steeple-
chasing and expect to take part again 
in 2012, though Mabou will likely start 
his campaign on the flat in New York.

“I’ll definitely remember it for the 
rest of my life,” said the trainer of the 
day at Far Hills. “It was an honor to 
be there and I give a lot of credit to the 
other owners and trainers who compet-
ed there. That’s the real deal. I hope we 
earn a spot next year, but the first thing 
I want to do is get him back to the way 
he was.”

In 2011, Mabou made four jump 
starts – winning twice and earning 
$77,120 (eighth on the list). With clam-
ing starts at Radnor and Saratoga, he 
is eligible for starter allowance races on 
the NSA circuit.

Blues missed the Colonial Cup with an 
illness the week of the race, but will aim 
for a 2012 campaign. 

Trainer J.W. Delozier entered the 
Irish-bred in the Grade I like normal, 

gave him a final workout Tuesday 
morning but scratched the next day 
with a  cough and mucous build-up.

“Just bad timing,” Delozier said a 
week later. “He’s fine now. I was more 
disappointed than anyone that he didn’t 
get a chance to run – for him, to have a 
chance. He still had a great year, and is 
one of the horses who will be up for the 
Eclipse Award.”

And that was that.  Black Jack Blues 
missed a potential championship show-
down with Tax Ruling, Decoy Daddy 
and the others. Still, Irv Naylor’s charge 

won both American starts this year and 
led all steeplechasers in 2011 earnings 
with $171,000. 

Strawberry Hill set
to move to June in 2012

Traditionally an April fixture, the 
Strawberry Hill Races (held at Colonial 
Downs) will move to early June in 2012.

At its regular meeting, the Virginia 

Tod Marks
Grade I winner Mabou eyes a return to steeplechasing in 2012.

Farm Boy
Mabou earns Long Island break,
aims for 2012 return for Jacobson

sTeepleChase news

See NEWS page 18 

A Year to 
Remember

Thank you to all the people 
who made it happen: 

Irv Naylor, Xavier Aizpuru, 
Darren Nagle, Kevin Tobin, 
Dee McLeod, Jorge Salazar, 

Keri Brion, Becky Dang, 
Amy Woodford, Kevin Keane, 

Celia Goodall, Tom Reid, 
Gary Reynolds, Joy Slater, 

Sue Savidge, Sandy Southerland, 
Tim Vick, Paddy & Leslie 

Young and a special thank you 
to my husband James.

I couldn’t have done it 
without you.

– Brianne

Plenty of room for more 
horses in the barn

 610-324-3060
Tax Ruling
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Valentine Racing, LLC
Horses are Our Priority; 
Racing is Our Passion

Get involved in 2012, limited shares now available.

2011 Final Statistics
Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
57 14 12 8 $269,400

Richard Valentine
info@valentineracing.com
(540) 270-1819

Contact

Producer of multiple stakes winner Demonstrative, stakes winner Four Schools, 
Maryland Hunt Cup winner Michele Marieschi, 2011 triple winner Rainiero and 
other stars.

Thank you to our owners and team for a great season. See you in 2012!

March 24 ........................................ Aiken Spring
Aiken, SC. www.aikensteeplechase.com

March 31 ........................................ Carolina Cup
Camden, SC. www.carolina-cup.org

April 7 ............................................Stoneybrook
Raeford, NC. www.carolinahorsepark.com

April 14 ................................................. Atlanta
Kingston, Ga. www.atlantasteeplechase.org

April 14 .....................................My Lady’s Manor
Monkton, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

April 21 ...........................................Block House
Tryon, N.C. www.trhcevents.org

April 21 ....................................... Grand National
Butler, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

April 21 ................................... Middleburg Spring
Middleburg, Va. www.middleburgspringraces.com

April 28 ....................................... Foxfield Spring
Charlottesville, Va. www.foxfieldraces.com

April 28 .................................. Maryland Hunt Cup
Glyndon, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

April 28 .......................................... Queen’s Cup
Mineral Springs, N.C. www.queenscup.org

May 5 ...................................... Virginia Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. www.vagoldcup.com

May 6 ...............................................Winterthur
Wilmington, Del. www.winterthur.org

May 12 .................................................Iroquois
Nashville, Tenn. www.mysteeplechase.com

May 12 ............................................ Tanglewood
Clemmons, N.C. www.tanglewoodcup.org

May 13 .............................................Willowdale
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

May 19 ..................................................Radnor
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorhuntraces.org

May 20 .............................................. High Hope
Lexington, Ky. www.highhopesteeplechase.com

May 26 .................................................Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

*Subject to change. 
See nationalsteeplehase.com

2012 NSA Spring Schedule See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates

2011 NSA Numbers
 2011 2010 Variance Pct Change
Owners .........................277 ....................... 293 ........................ - 16 ..................... -5.78
Trainers ........................101 ....................... 107 .......................... - 6 ..................... -5.94
Jockeys ..........................95 ....................... 118 ........................ - 23 ................... -24.21
Horses .........................479 ....................... 490 ........................ - 11 ..................... -2.30
Starters .....................1,537 .................... 1,412 ........................ 125 ...................... 8.13
Races ...........................199 ....................... 190 ............................ 9 ...................... 4.52
Purses ..............$4,426,170 ........... $4,390,370 ................. $35,800 ...................... 0.81

Goffs graduate Sit A Spiel wins second consecutive training flat at Camden. 
Congratulations owners Sue and George Sensor and trainer Arch Kingsley.

Contact Goffs American agent Sean Clancy to arrange your next . . . winner. 
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Racing Commission approved a 2012 race sched-
ule for Colonial Downs. The meet starts Saturday, 
June 2, with the Strawberry Hill races comprising 
the first part of the card and the regular Colonial 
Downs flat races completing the docket. On open-
ing day, five jump races and a flat race for jumpers 
will be followed by six regular flat races. 

The Colonial Downs meet runs four days a 
week (Thursday through Sunday) through July 
28. Four additional jump races are tentatively set 
for Sunday, June 17 and Sunday, July 1. Last year, 
Colonial Downs hosted two days (six races) of 
steeplechasing in the summer. 

Mackenzie has surgery
Jockey Roddy Mackenzie underwent surgery 

the day before Thanksgiving to repair a shoulder 
injury suffered at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. 
Mackenzie fractured his shoulder at the joint, tore 
his labrum and tore ligaments connecting his bi-
cep to his shoulder.

“I had SLAP surgery, basically using anchors 
to reattach the labrum to a normal position and 
Bankart surgery to secure the socket and labrum,” 
Mackenzie said. “I started physio but that’s to get 
my range of motion back, will be four weeks be-
fore I can work on strength. It’s sore. I’m hoping 
to be ready for the spring.”

With six wins from 58 mounts in 2011, Mack-
enzie finished 10th in the standings. 

Steeplechase buyers active
at Keeneland, Tattersalls

Steeplechase buyers were out in full force at 
the recently concluded Tattersalls, Keeneland and 

Fasig-Tipton Sales. 
Richard Valentine purchased two horses at 

Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training sale. The 
third-leading trainer in 2011 garnered Quadrant, 
a 3-year-old son of Shamardal for 12,000 guineas 
and Battle Of Britain, a 3-year-old son of Invinci-
ble Spirit, for 30,000 guineas. Quadrant won once 
from seven starts. Battle Of Britain, a half-brother 
to Group I winner Latice and a full-brother to 
stallion Lawman, won one race as well.

Valentine struck again at Keeneland, securing 
Annual Update for $25,000. A maiden on the flat, 
the 3-year-old son of Dynaformer was consigned 
by WinStar Racing. 

Neil Morris purchased two prospects at Keenel-
and. The Virginia-based trainer landed Blackstone 
Bay, a son of Stormy Atlantic for $40,000, on be-
half of Michael Smith. Blackstone Bay won two 
races in 2011 while racing for WinStar and trainer 
Mark Casse. Morris purchased Dancing David for 
$60,000 on behalf of Ann Thompson. The Irish-
bred son of Danehill Dancer finished second in 
two Group III stakes in 2010 but has not run since 
finishing fifth in a listed stakes in September 2010. 
Catesby Clay’s Runnymede Farm owned and sold 
the 4-year-old. 

Steeplechase owners and trainers converged at 
Timonium, mostly to scour the Flying Zee Stable 
dispersal but no recognizable names made the re-
sults page from Fasig-Tipton’s Dec. 5 mixed sale. 
Two time Steeplechase winner Class Mark failed 
to sell. 

-
ed five new/returning members to its board of di-
rectors to begin serving in 2012. 

Will Allison, Doug Fout, Guy Torsilieri, Pat 
Butterfield and Don Yovanovich filled the five open 
seats. Yovanovich replaced Turney McKnight as 
the chairman of the race chairman’s committee. 
Allison, Fout and Torsilieri were re-elected. The 
five were the only candidates on the ballot.

News –
 Continued from page 16

Gr. 3 Winner
Riverdee Stable’s Eagle Poise 
arrives home from Woodbine 

after winning Grade III Valedictory 
Stakes in track-record time. 

Purchased by Sean Clancy Bloodstock.

(302) 545-7713
sean@st-publishing.com

www.seanclancybloodstock.com

http://www.bonitafarm.com/index.cfm
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http://fairhilletc.com/
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LEADING HORSES
Top 30 steeplechase earners (North Ameri-

can earnings only; no bonus earnings):
Horse ..................................... Earnings
1. McDynamo ...................................$1,310,104
2. Good Night Shirt ............................1,006,493
3. Lonesome Glory ................................965,809
4. Victorian Hill .....................................748,370
5. Sur La Tete* ......................................669,975
6. Mixed Up* .........................................666,975
7. Rowdy Irishman ................................644,528
8. Flat Top .............................................592,306
9. Hirapour ............................................583,722
10. Praise The Prince ............................576,488
11. Tres Touche .....................................573,670
12. Mistico ............................................517,347
13. Ninepins ..........................................516,179
14. Preemptive Strike ............................491,418
15. Al Skywalker ...................................466,841
16. Warm Spell .....................................457,964
17. Highland Bud ..................................437,500

18. All Gong ..........................................435,989
19. Bubble Economy .............................434,350
20. Polar Pleasure .................................433,222
21. Saluter ............................................429,489
22. Census ............................................426,524
23. Flatterer ...........................................421,146
24. Double Bill .......................................417,548
25. Steve Canyon ..................................388,102
26. Tax Ruling .......................................385,950
27. Romantic ........................................379,102
28. Slip Away* ......................................363,915
29. Pompeyo .........................................353,280
30. It’s A Giggle .....................................347,790

LEADING TRAINERS
Steeplechase trainers with $1 million or more 

purses earned in North America:
Trainer .................................... Earnings
1. Jonathan Sheppard* ..................$20,143,392
2. Jack Fisher* ...................................9,429,694

3. Tom Voss* .....................................8,525,341
4. Janet Elliot* ...................................7,927,754
5. Bruce Miller* ..................................7,099,246
6. Sanna Hendriks* ............................6,724,218
7. Burley Cocks ..................................4,479,171
8. D.M. Smithwick ..............................4,307,037
9. Doug Fout* ....................................3,960,370
10. Charlie Fenwick ............................3,879,952
11. Ricky Hendriks* ...........................3,176,048
12. Neil Morris* .................................2,493,354
13. Kathy McKenna* ..........................2,455,550
14. Mickey Walsh ...............................1,993,881
15. John Griggs .................................1,902,285
16. Jimmy Day* .................................1,761,231
17. Sidney Watters Jr .........................1,696,919
18. Bruce Haynes ...............................1,592,452
19. George Bostwick ..........................1,481,588
20. Richard Valentine* .......................1,297,139
21. Alicia Murphy* .............................1,264,305
22. Lilith Boucher* .............................1,071,486
23. Morris Dixon ................................1,041,229

LEADING OWNERS
Steeplechase owners with $1 million or more 

purses earned in North America:
Owner ..................................... Earnings
1. Augustin Stable* ..........................$8,867,281
2. Bill Pape* .......................................3,877,113
3. Irv Naylor* .....................................3,288,094
4. Bill Lickle ........................................3,226,421
5. Arcadia Stable* ..............................2,756,611
6. Kinross Farm* ................................2,568,369
7. Calvin Houghland ...........................2,178,897
8. Lillian Phipps .................................2,016,353
9. Timber Bay Farm* ..........................2,003,524
10. John Griggs* ...............................2,003,135
11. Ann Stern* ...................................1,911,396
12. Gillian Johnston* .........................1,853,668
13. Sonny Via* ...................................1,529,509 
14. Kay Jeffords .................................1,477,669
15. Hudson River Farm* ....................1,567,116
16. Michael Moran* ...........................1,352,354
17. Rokeby Stable ..............................1,326,937
18. Montpelier ....................................1,224,225
19. The Fields Stable* ........................1,263,652
20. Joy Valentine ................................1,123,307
21. Virginia Kraft Payson ...................1,087,580
22. Jonathan Sheppard* ....................1,035,856

LEADING JOCKEYS
Steeplechase jockeys with 100 wins or more 

in North America:
Jockey .........................................Wins
1. Joe Aitcheson ..........................................440
2. Paddy Smithwick .....................................398
3. Dooley Adams ..........................................301
    Jerry Fishback ..........................................301
5. Thomas Walsh .........................................253
6. Jeff Teter ..................................................231
7. Chip Miller* ..............................................212
8. Blythe Miller Davies* ...............................204
9. Matt McCarron* .......................................201
10. James Murphy .......................................185
11. Craig Thornton .......................................171
12. Robert McDonald ...................................166
13. Sean Clancy ...........................................152
14. Gregg Ryan ............................................150
      Doug Small Jr ........................................150
16. Albert Foot .............................................149
17. Rigan McKinney .....................................147
18. Jody Petty* ............................................140
19. Robert Crawford ....................................139
20. J. Dallet Byers ........................................138
21. Leo O’Brien ............................................137
22. Thomas Field ..........................................135
23. Ricky Hendriks .......................................130
24. Arch Kingsley* .......................................126
25. Gus Brown* ...........................................124
26. Chuck Lawrence .....................................122
27. Danielle Hodsdon* .................................118
      Paddy Young* ........................................118
29. John Cushman .......................................116
30. Thomas Skiffington ................................115
31. Ronald Armstrong ..................................107
32. Flint Schulhofer ......................................106
33. Charlie Fenwick ......................................105
      George Sloan .........................................105
35. Xavier Aizpuru* ......................................104
36. Gregg Morris ..........................................103
      Jonathan Smart ......................................103
38. Scott Riles ..............................................101

LEADING JOCKEYS
Leading jockeys in North America by earn-

ings (1988-present):
Jockey .........................................Wins
1. Blythe Miller Davies* ...................$5,240,363
2. Chip Miller* ....................................4,689,140
3. Craig Thornton ...............................4,224,186
4. Matt McCarron* .............................4,212,212
5. Jody Petty* ....................................3,701,164
6. Danielle Hodsdon* .........................3,450,430
7. Arch Kingsley* ...............................3,401,022
8. Gus Brown* ...................................3,177,233
9. Xavier Aizpuru* ..............................3,013,985
10. Sean Clancy .................................2,904,798
11. Paddy Young* ..............................2,830,484
12. Jeff Teter ......................................2,828,502
13. Rob Massey .................................2,203,951
14. Gregg Ryan ..................................2,133,898
15. Willie Dowling* ............................2,042,901
16. Robbie Walsh* .............................2,036,495
17. Jonathan Kiser .............................1,873,545

*-Active in 2011

IRON RICH MULTI-VITAMIN SUPPLEMENT 
TRUSTED BY TOP TRAINERS AND CHAMPIONS.

Supports normal blood cell health, which is essential 
for the transportation of oxygen and 

maintaining energy and performance demands.

 

farnamhorse.com 
©2009 Farnam Companies, Inc.       09-0295
Red Cell and the Horse Health logo are registered trademarks 
of Farnam Companies, Inc.

All-Time Steeplechase Leaders

http://www.farnamhorse.com/


Friday, December 9, 2011 Times    21

ST Bulletin Board
Business Card Ads: $60 for for single; $100 for double (discounts on multiple ads).

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Fax: 540-349-9722

   Open
Year Round!

www.thatshats.com
Mention this ad for 10% OFF at our Rt. 202 location!

On Route 202 
at PA / DE state line

105 Wilm.–W. Chester Pike
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Always pleasant, personal service
Custom millinery available

Designer to everyday

Buying and Selling the 
World’s Finest Firearms

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles 
for the Shooter, Investor or Collector

info@ospreyarms.com
516.674.8050 by appointment

Osprey, Ltd.
www.ospreyarms.com

Sporting Art by
BethParcellEvans.com

609-466-2573

draws out soreness��

toughens the hoof��

helps dry, cracked hooves��

kills thrush & bacteria��

replaces venice turpentine��

Call 888-779-7775 for local tack shops

www.farriersfix.com

Fence Construction

T H I S
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118

http://www.wwd-cpa.com/
http://www.ospreyarms.com/index.php
http://www.creativefinancialgroup.com/
http://www.creativefinancialgroup.com/
http://thatshats.com/
http://hoodsbbq.com/index.htm
http://www.taylorharris.com/
http://www.fairviewdesign.com/custom-web-site-design/index.php
http://afdaniel.com/index.asp
http://farriersfix.com/
http://cochranfence.com/
http://www.bethparcellevans.com/
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Beat The Bookies &
Your Trip May Be Free!

Cheltenham Festival
MARCH 9-18, 2012

Be a part of the exhilarating roar of 

60,000 punters as the tape rises at 

the 2012 Festival – the jewel in 

jump  racing’s crown.  

Experience true British racing  

culture - great horses, racecourses, 

bookies,  pubs .... 

Stay in the heart of jump racing in 

the Lambourn Valley at the Queen’s 

Arms, a picturesque 18th century 

country inn and village pub - where 

at any time of the day owners,  

trainers and jockeys can be found 

discussing the day’s sport.

Visit top trainers yards & gallops, 

meet the jockeys and trainers. Go 

racing at Cheltenham, Sandown & 

Taunton. Only downside is that you 

must enjoy the company of your host 

George Wagner - owner and avid 

amateur handicapper.  Call George 

at 800-368-0872

We also arrange foxhunting,        

fishing, shooting, tickets to pre-

miership football, rugby, the theatre 

or a day of relaxation at a spa.

HorseRacingTripsWorldwide.com
  800-368-0872

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young  ....................... 112  27  20  17  $529,470 .24
Brian Crowley  ........................ 72  15  13  6  394,700 .21
Robbie Walsh  ........................ 74  10  10  13  314,950 .14
Jacob Roberts  ....................... 53  10  6  7  148,520 .19
Richard Boucher  ................... 28  9  7  3  162,700 .32
Bernie Dalton  ........................ 61  8  10  10  223,900 .12
Danielle Hodsdon  .................. 54  7  6  10  217,400 .13
Ross Geraghty  ...................... 65  7  6  6  306,580 .11
Darren Nagle  ......................... 53  7  6  2  314,845 .13
Roddy Mackenzie  .................. 58  6  12  5  132,000 .10
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 68 6 10 13 280,710 .09
Carl Rafter .............................. 70 6 6 7 198,050 .09
Willie Dowling ........................ 49 6 6 5 172,400 .12 
Mark Beecher ......................... 20 5 5 2 75,250 .25
Jeff Murphy ............................ 56 5 3 8 127,900 .09

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Tom Voss  .............................. 88  16  9  13  $384,070 .18
Jonathan Sheppard  ............. 106  15  17  14  596,270 .14
Richard Valentine  .................. 57  14  12  8  269,400 .25
Ricky Hendriks  ...................... 33  11  4  3  111,950 .33
Jack Fisher  ............................ 88  9  16  13  361,710 .10
Neil Morris  ............................ 55  8  7  10  104,745 .15
Lilith Boucher  ........................ 38  8  6  4  154,700 .21
J.W. Delozier  ......................... 21  6  1  2  262,250 .29
Doug Fout  ............................. 41  5  4  6  149,800 .12
Karen Gray  ............................ 27  5  3  3  71,650 .19
Kathy McKenna ...................... 73 4 10 8 87,750 .06
Leslie Young .......................... 30 4 8 2 80,650 .13
Tom Foley............................... 20 4 4 1 152.550 .20
Alicia Murphy ......................... 26 4 1 4 100,670 .15
Billy Meister ........................... 35 3 4 5 53,200 .09

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Irv Naylor  ............................ 119  16  15  12  $719,725 .13
Maggie Bryant  ....................... 47  6  8  3  158,670 .13
Jacqueline Ohrstrom  ............. 18  4  6  4  134,550 .22
Augustin Stable  ..................... 23  6  4  5  133,550 .26
Mede Cahaba Stable  .............. 20  5  4  2  125,450 .25
Bill Pape  ................................ 37  2  6  3  123,300 .05
Mary Ann Houghland  ............ 13  2  0  4  118,800 .17
Jonathan Sheppard  ............... 22  3  6  2  118,750 .14
Arcadia Stable  ....................... 18  4  1  2  115,810 .22
Hudson River Farm  ............... 12  4  0  1  101,500 .33
Armata Stable ........................ 25 4 5 5 100,850 .16
Debra Kachel .......................... 22 8 4 2 91,350 .36
Merriefield Farm ..................... 11 3 1 0 86,000 .27
Andre Brewster ........................ 7 1 3 2 85,500 .14
Karen Gray ............................. 28 5 3 3 72,650 .18

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Black Jack Blues (Ire)  ............. 2  2  0  0  $171,000 1.00
Tax Ruling  ............................... 4  2  0  0  153,500 .50
Decoy Daddy (Ire)  ................... 7  3  2  0  124,100 .43
Lake Placid  ............................ 11  6  0  1  114,000 .55
Demonstrative  ......................... 8  2  4  2  96,300 .25
All Together  ............................. 7  1  3  2  85,500 .14
Complete Zen  .......................... 6  2  1  0  77,750 .33
Mabou  ..................................... 4  2  0  0  77,120 .50
Bon Caddo  .............................. 5  2  1  0  73,500 .40
Private Attack  .......................... 4  2  0  0  65,300 .50
Port Morsbey ........................... 5 1 1 3 64,850 .20
Country Cousin ........................ 3 2 0 1 64,500 .67
Divine Fortune .......................... 4 1 1 0 64,000 .25
Sweet Shani (NZ) ...................... 3 2 0 0 63,000 .67
Well Fashioned ......................... 8 2 3 1 60,600 .25

NSA Standings
FINAL 2011 TOP 15

http://horseracingtripsworldwide.com/
http://www.custombarnbuilding.com/index.php
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Profiles of other leaders follow these pages, but these 
were also presented at the NSA Awards Dinner in Camden, 
S.C. Nov. 19.

Leading Timber Owner: Merriefield Farm. Powered by 
timber champion Bon Caddo, Charlie Noell’s one-horse sta-
ble edged Sportsmans Hall (Private Attack). The two horses 
finished 1-2 in the timber horse battle.

Leading Timber Trainer: Richard Valentine won seven 
races, including two by Music To My Ears and a stakes 
score by Professor Maxwell. 

Apprentice Jockeys: Mark Beecher and Jacob Roberts 
each won five races on the year, with Roberts adding five 
more as a journeyman before the year was through. Beech-
er picked up a stakes victory with Incomplete in the Inter-
national Gold Cup.

Highweight Amateur Timber Jockey: Beecher took this 
one thanks to victories with Like A Bee and The Rall in the 
spring for Rosbrian Farm and trainer Tara Elmore.

Amateur Jockey: Darren Nagle. Also the champion in 
2010, he won three races on the important Iroquois card – 
the Bright Hour with Chess Board, the Marcellus Frost with 
Decoy Daddy and the Iroquois itself with Tax Ruling. Also 
picked up major scores with Parker’s Project at Saratoga 
and Professor Maxwell at Genesee Valley.

Woodville Award: Trainer Janet Elliot, the Steeple-
chase Owners and Trainers Association and South Carolina 

Equine Associates annually present the award to individu-
als who work behind the scenes with steeplechase horses. 
The 2011 winners were Buddy Gill and Michael “Skippy” 
Murphy. Past winners of the award, which dates to 1997: 
Mary McGlothlin, James Piper, Brianne Slater, Jim Bergen, 

Margarito Ayala, Fenneka Bentley, Keith Cooper, “Speedy” 
Kaniel, Bob Pierce, Bobby Simmons, “Bubba” Salmond, 
Juliet Lombardi, Bob Bailey, John Hughes, James Kibler, 
Brian Hogan, Robert Cutler, M. J. Kirwan, Britt Graham, Jill 
Waterman, and Alfredo Bravo. 

Tod Marks
Trainer Richard Valentine was the leading timber trainer of the season. Jockey Matt McCarron did not provide any of the timber 
wins, but did win three aboard Valentine’s hurdle horse Rainiero for Augustin Stable.

Other NSA 
Award Winners

Thank You 
 

Richard Valentine, 
the Ohrstrom family 

and the team at Whitewood 
for a great year.

~ Alex & George Hundt, Jr., 
Justpourit, Music To My Ears & Westbound Road
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      Steeplechase Champions Tax Ruling
Leading Horse2011

Shug McGaughey has done it all. Choreo-
graphed the career of undefeated Personal 
Ensign. Won the Travers and Belmont with 
Easy Goer. Captured nine Breeders’ Cup rac-
es. Campaigned nine champions. Won more 

than 1,600 races for more than $100 million in purses.
The Hall of Famer trained a son of Dynaformer and 

grade I stakes winner Fantastic Find at Gulfstream 
Park in the spring of 2006. Yes, Tax Ruling. 

McGaughey saw nothing and sold the raw, unraced 
Phipps homebred to Irv Naylor. Five years – and four 
trainers – later he’s the only horse to win two Grade I 
steeplechase stakes in 2011, capturing the Iroquois in 
the spring and Colonial Cup in the fall. 

Now Shug, humor us for a moment. Just speculate. 
If you had all the time in the world to let him develop, 
how would Tax Ruling have been on the flat, let’s say 
as a 4- or 5-year-old, long on the grass?

“You never know, but he didn’t show us anything 
on the flat, on the dirt,” McGaughey said. “Somebody 
was telling me, that race at Nashville fits him perfectly. 
He’s not any good unless he runs 3 miles, right?”

Point taken. 
The Colonial Cup is 2 3/4 miles, but there is no 

doubt, Tax Ruling is doing the one job he’s meant to 
be doing.

With a pace-pushing, stamina-zapping triumph 
in the $100,000 Colonial Cup to cap the season, the 
8-year-old gelding improved his career record to six 
wins from 23 starts for just shy of $400,000. 

 A half-brother to stakes winner Treasure Island, 
five-time stakes winner Finder’s Fee and impressive 
Saratoga maiden winner Spare Change, Tax Ruling is 
cut from expensive cloth. Cloth that usually doesn’t 
drape steeplechase horses.

Tax Ruling made his career debut at Virginia Fall in 
2006, finishing 10th and last for jockey Paddy Young 
and trainer Bruce Miller. That race included 2011 

Colonial Cup starters Divine Fortune and Sermon Of 
Love and Nashville timber stakes winner Triple Dip. 
The chart put it succinctly: Tax Ruling was outrun. 
Miller and Young tried again, Tax Ruling beat one 
in the Woolfe at Camden, 11 lengths behind Sermon 
Of Love and 10 behind Slip Away. Funny enough, the 
chart read: Tax Ruling was outrun. 

Naylor changed course and sent Tax Ruling to Jon-
athan Sheppard. A year after being with McGaughey, 
Tax Ruling tried the flat for the first time, finishing 
fourth in an off-the-turf maiden at Gulfstream Park. 
Sheppard regrouped and tried the turf at Colonial 
Downs that summer. Triple Dip won, Tax Ruling fin-
ished second, Mark The Shark finished third, Red Let-
ter Day finished fourth, Zozimus finished sixth and 
G’day G’day finished ninth. Yes, it was a flat race. 

By fall, Tax Ruling transferred to his third trainer 
(fourth, if you count McGaughey), finishing fifth in his 

Marathon Man

Tax Ruling sets sail 
over the last fence of 

the season-ending 
Colonial Cup.

BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks

See TAX RULING page 25 
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jump debut at Montpelier for Desmond Fog-
arty. Tax Ruling broke his maiden at Straw-
berry Hill the next spring, his only win of the 
year. In 2009, he won again at Strawberry 
Hill, followed it with a novice stakes win at 
Radnor. He wound up third in the Colonial 
Cup to finish the season. Just 6 and maturing, 
he looked poised to be a factor in the open 
stakes division.

In 2010, Tax Ruling ran poorly in the Car-
olina Cup before winning the Iroquois in May. 
In his first open stakes triumph, Tax Ruling 
reeled in Slip Away, powering to a 4 3/4-length 
win. He had arrived. Then he retreated, losing 
three in the fall, including a 26-length drub-
bing to Slip Away in the Colonial Cup.

Wintered in Camden with Fogarty, Tax 
Ruling opened 2011 with a dull fourth 
to Sunshine Numbers in the Carolina 
Cup. A few weeks later, he was in Bri-
anne Slater’s barn, preparing for an Iro-
quois defense. 

“Tom Foley called me up and said 
‘You’re going to get Tax Ruling.’ I was 
like, ‘Great.’ Then you’re like, ‘Oh ----, 
pressure,’ ” Slater said. “I train him the 
same as I train every other horse, not 
like he’s a grade one horse. To me, he’s a 
horse, I treat them all the same.”

Just that he’s not. 
He did it again, out-staying Slip 

Away in the Iroquois and putting him-
self at the top of the open stakes divi-
sion. Slater wisely put him away for 
the summer (even McGaughey knows 
there are no 3-mile races at Saratoga) 
and aimed for a fall campaign of two 
races. The Grand National at Far Hills 
and the Colonial Cup.

Under Xavier Aizpuru for the first 
time, Tax Ruling won a training flat 
at Shawan Downs and arrived at Far 
Hills with a score to settle. He retreated 
early in the soft ground of the Grand 
National, pulling up. Slater scoped him 
and found his lungs were full of mu-
cous. Cleaned up, he returned for one 
final make-or-break shot at the Colonial 
Cup. 

Made.
It was a different Tax Ruling. 
“It didn’t look like they were go-

ing that fast but that’s one thing about 
Tax Ruling, he stays and he covers the 
ground,” Slater said. “I thought Far 
Hills was a little out of his comfort zone. 
He likes to have it his way, in his com-
fort zone, bowling along, in control, he 
doesn’t have a turn of foot. I don’t think 
he necessarily has to be in front but, like 
McDynamo, if he’s not in front or right 
there with a half-mile to go, he’s not go-
ing to win.”

Aizpuru made sure of that, riding 
Tax Ruling aggressively, putting his 
stamina to use. He dourly stayed up the 
rise to win the final Grade I stakes of 
the year. At the end of a long day, a long 
season, Aizpuru summed up Tax Rul-
ing’s golden bullet.  

“Sometimes he lacks that bit of speed, 
that natural speed,” Aizpuru said. “To-
day we went a good gallop where speed 
at the end wasn’t going to come into it 
as much as stamina. And we know he’s 
got that.”

McGaughey knew that all along.
“I’m glad to see him doing good. All 

I remember is he was a great big, awk-
ward, dark bay horse,” McGaughey 
said. “He was fine around here but he 
wasn’t going to suit on the flat. There 
just weren’t any 3-mile races for him.”

Tax Ruling
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
 4 2 0 0 $153,500

Dk. B./Br. g. 8, Dynaformer-Fantastic Find, Mr. Prospec-
tor. Bred by Phipps Stable in Kentucky. Owner: Irv Naylor. 

Trainers: Brianne Slater, Desmond Fogarty. 
Jockeys: Xavier Aizpuru, Darren Nagle.

Only horse to win two Grade I stakes in 2011. Second to 
Naylor-owned Black Jack Blues ($171,000) in seasonal 
earnings. Alternated lopsided defeats with Grade I victories 
in four-start campaign that included Iroquois and Colonial 
Cup victories.

Tax Ruling –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Tax Ruling – No. 1 in terms of Grade I wins in 2011.

Editor’s Note: The official steeplechase champion is 
selected by the Eclipse Award voters. ST chose Tax 
Ruling based on his two Grade I wins in 2011.

http://southernstates.com/
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“Hey Grandad, 
nice trophy.”

THV

Tod Marks
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      Steeplechase Champions Sweet Shani
Champion Filly/Mare2011

Sweet Shani stepped off the van in 
Pennsylvania and Jim Bergen shud-
dered.

“I thought they sent me the wrong 
horse,” he said. “They said we were get-
ting a filly. She’s like a lot of those horses 
from New Zealand and Australia, but 
the fillies don’t normally look like that. 
They’re usually more fine. She’s got a big 
head, a Roman nose, she’s so solid and 
stout. She looked like she was on the 
East German girls’ field hockey team or 
something.”

The gray mare, then 6, joined Jona-
than Sheppard’s stable in the summer of 
2006 – a hot prospect from Down Un-
der. Bred in New Zealand, she’d won a 
big Australian race (the Lachal Hurdle 
at Flemington) against males. Australian 
agent Manny Gelagotis, who sold stakes 
winner Meadow to Sheppard, worked 
the deal this time too. Purchased for 
Calvin Houghland, the “not inexpen-
sive” Sweet Shani came as advertised – 
big, strong, potentially a star. Then she 
started kicking.

Before she really became part of Shep-
pard’s program, the daughter of Kashani 
fractured a hind leg by kicking the back 
wall of her stall.

“She wasn’t here two weeks and she 
got hurt,” said Bergen, Sheppard’s chief 
assistant on the farm. “When she first 
came here we had to be very careful with 
her. She was a bad kicker, she was dif-
ficult to ride, everything.”

Sweet Shani didn’t make her American 
debut for almost a year – turning up at 
Houghland’s home meet the Iroquois in 
2007. She misbehaved on the way to the 
start, pulled hard in the race and finished 
fifth. Ten more defeats would follow that 
one, though she was rarely disgraced. Sheppard threw 
his powerful distaffer into the deep end, making eight 
starts vs. males and tackling five consecutive Grade I 
assignments. Along the way, she placed in the 2007 
Grand National, 2008 Royal Chase and 2008 Iroquois. 
She pressed McDynamo, pushed Good Night Shirt, lost 
a heartbreaker to stablemate Sovereign Duty at Keene-
land. 

But never stopped trying. 
“The best performance to me was the Royal Chase 

against Sovereign Duty,” Bergen said of the final edi-
tion of Keeneland’s Grade I stakes. “I had both horses 
at the time, but I was pulling for Shani, really pulling 
for Shani. That was one of the best jump races I’ve 
seen historically. She was running and had been val-
iant in defeat so many times, I really wanted to see her 
get one.”

She didn’t, coming up a neck short while giving her 
younger male neighbor a pound. Still, the effort was 
worthy and went into her quiver of quality tries.

“She got hurt the first year, but every year since 
then you could always count on her,” said Bergen. “I 
don’t think we ever had a year where we were disap-
pointed with her performances and she’s been throw-
ing out those performances since George Bush was in 
the White House.”

Three years after Barack Obama replaced Bush, 
two years after Houghland passed away and left the 
mare to his wife Mary Ann, Sweet Shani is a cham-
pion. At 11, she won the Margaret Henley Stakes 

in May and the Peapack Stakes in October to finish 
the season with $63,000 and edge Well Fashioned 
($60,600) for the division title. In her only other start, 
Sweet Shani finished fifth in the Grade I New York 
Turf Writers Cup. Both wins were coronations, tri-
umphs that produced “you’ve got to feel good for that 
mare” comments from witnesses at Nashville and Far 
Hills. Danielle Hodsdon was aboard for both victories 
and felt the same as everyone else.

“She’s a really, really classy old mare,” the jockey 
said. “You wait for the couple days a year where you 
get to get up on somebody like her. When she was 
younger she was kind of a pain. She kicked in the stall, 

used to stop a lot and pull herself up when she trained. 
Now she’s just a class act. She’s my favorite ride in the 
morning and it’s the same in the afternoon.”

Sweet Shani joined Confined (2009) as a filly/mare 
champion from Sheppard’s barn. 

“She’s in the twilight of her career, so it was really 
nice,” said the trainer of his latest. “It means quite a bit 
to Mrs. Houghland. It’s fun to say we had a champion 
and she gets her name in the books. We’ve all grown to 
love and respect the mare, though it took awhile.”

Sweet Shani arrived with a bang, made her reputa-
tion for toughness in morning exercise, won hearts in 
defeat against classy competition and finally – finally 
– got her due.

“She ran in the big ones against the boys and you 
had to give credit to her,” said Sheppard. “She was 
tough. Brave. I felt sorry for her after the Keeneland 
race she lost. But you couldn’t fault her. It was never 
anything she did when she lost.”

Over time, Sweet Shani mellowed. She kicked less 
often, she became a sought-after morning ride as op-
posed to a dreaded assignment. Oh, she still rules the 
female side of Sheppard’s operation but she’s a sweeter 
Sweet Shani.

“I’m looking at her right now,” said Bergen in late 
November. “She’s turned out with a couple other fil-
lies who are still in training, but she’s the common 
denominator, the boss out there, the alpha mare. But 
she’s nicer about it. Her idiosyncrasies have been out-
grown a little. She has turned into a real pleasure to 
have around the barn.”

Grande Dame
Sweet Shani won a well-deserved 
championship in 2011.

BY JOE CLANCY

Sweet Shani
Gr. m. 11, Kashani-Sterling Princess, One Pound Sterling.

Bred by M J Armstrong in New Zealand.
Owner: Mary Ann Houghland. Trainer: Jonathan Sheppard. 

Jockeys: Danielle Hodsdon and Xavier Aizpuru.

Oldest hurdle winner of 2011 aiming for 12-year-old campaign 
next year, her final season according to NSA rules. Won two of 
three starts, the Margaret Henley at Nashville and the Peapack 
at Far Hills. American earnings of $206,996, career steeple-
chase earnings of $313,983.

Filly/Mare Standings
Horse ...................Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
Sweet Shani ..................3 2 0 0 $63,000
Well Fashioned ..............8 2 3 1 60,600
Opera Heroine ...............6 2 1 0 58,200
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      Steeplechase Champions Bon Caddo
Champion Timber Horse2011

Bruce Fenwick likes to tell people he trad-
ed a new mower for Bon Caddo. Jona-
than Sheppard recalls a used manure 
spreader. 

Under pressure, they both admit to being 
guilty of spinning tales.

But neither is that far off.
Maryland-based horseman Fenwick, who 

deals in farm equipment and Thoroughbreds, 
went to Sheppard’s Pennsylvania farm with a new 
field mower back in 2007. A Woods, a New Hol-
land, a Case International-Harvester, something. 
It was big, beautiful, shiny, powerful, able to cut 
acres and acres of Ashwell Stable turf gallops.

Sheppard’s farm manager John Hughes liked 
what he saw, but told Fenwick “the boss said 
something about a used mower.”

Ever the salesman, Fenwick countered.
“You’ve got to buy a new mower,” he said.
“Well, then you’ve got to buy a new horse,” 

Hughes responded. “This horse.”
Hughes led Bon Caddo, then a winless 6-year-

old hurdler, out of a stall. Fenwick took a look, 
thought about the past and agreed to take on 
the project. Two days later, Bon Caddo was at 
a horse show – causing havoc, running amuck 
and starting on the long road to the 2011 NSA 
timber championship. 

“John Hughes and I have been friends be-
cause of the farm equipment deals and he’s the 
one who started it,” Fenwick said. “But years 
ago, Sheppard gave me a horse, Day Is Right, 
and he turned out to be a fun point-to-point 
horse. I got Bequeathed from Sheppard, and he 
won a ton of point-to-points. This one looked 
like he’d do something for somebody.”

For Sheppard, the trade – er, sale – made 
sense. On the flat, Bon Caddo couldn’t win for 
breeder Marablue Farm. Sheppard became own-
er and trainer, and the son of Bon Point won a 
cheap maiden claimer at Colonial Downs (5 1/2 
furlongs, believe it or not) in 2006. Over hur-
dles, Bon Caddo lost five times.

“I bought him from Marablue, not sure how it hap-
pened,” Sheppard said. “He won a flat race, got close 
over hurdles. I wasn’t quite sure he was the type for 
(timber) and I sold him to Bruce because he wasn’t a 
homebred, he wasn’t one we would keep. It turned 
out great. He’s a really fun horse for them, a nice old 
horse. You can tell they love him.”

Despite failing miserably at that first horse show, 
Bon Caddo progressed into a decent show horse and 
a decent foxhunter. Fenwick rode him. Trainer Dawn 
Williams rode him. Williams’ niece Nikki rode him. 
Veterinarian Dr. Debbie Kelly rode him. Fenwick got 
the horse ready, worked on his feet, thought about 
selling him. The list of would-be buyers included plen-
ty of steeplechase people and some show people. The 
pricetag would have been $7,500 or so (about double 
what Fenwick paid).

“He went to a clinic at St. Tim’s School where 
(Olympic showjumping gold medalist) Joe Fargis 
watched him go and liked him,” Fenwick said. “Joe 
said he wished he was 6 inches longer, that maybe he 
wouldn’t have the scope he’d need to jump 5 feet in 
the show ring.”

Veterinary inspections quashed other potential pur-
chases. Like plenty of other steeplechasers, Bon Caddo 
came with mileage and the usual wear and tear. His 
feet and legs needed attention, which Fenwick, Wil-
liams and the team at Belmont Farm provided. Pa-
tience was the key.

“We tried to see what he wanted to do,” Fenwick 
said. “Is he fun to ride? Will he show? Will he foxhunt? 
He wasn’t a bad show horse, wasn’t a bad foxhunter.”

Wasn’t a bad timber horse either. In Fenwick’s silks, 
Bon Caddo made his timber debut at Howard County 
point-to-point in 2009. Two starts later, he won the 
highweight amateur timber at the Grand National. 
That fall, he won a stakes at Shawan Downs. Bon 
Caddo’s 2010 featured six starts, and six losses. He 
earned $32,300 in his five NSA tries, placing in the 
Grand National, Virginia Gold Cup, International 
Gold Cup and Pennsylvania Hunt Cup – the latter two 
after being sold to Charlie Noell’s Merriefield Farm.

With 2011 came expectations, and Bon Caddo 
opened with a point-to-point win at Piedmont for new 
jockey Blair Wyatt. The Canadian-bred captured the 
My Lady’s Manor timber stakes in April and added 
the Virginia Gold Cup in May.

With Wyatt watching from the sidelines for the 
autumn, Bon Caddo went to the International Gold 
Cup in October as the favorite, and lost jockey Jody 
Petty. They made up for it with a second in the sea-
son’s final timber stakes, the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, 
in November. The latter performance, and its $6,300, 
was enough to win the championship by $8,200 over 
Maryland Hunt Cup winner Private Attack.

“Timber is a three-year deal to do it right,” said Fen-
wick of the progression. “There’s no way to expedite 
that deal. We took our time and a lot of people did a 
lot of hard work with him. Dawn, (rider) Cyril Mur-
phy, (groom) Phil Briones, Steve Bright the blacksmith, 
Dr. Kelly the vet, everybody who rode him in a race, a 
whole lot of people.”

Like all good timber horses, Bon Caddo excels at 
the added distance.

“He isn’t very fast,” said Fenwick. “He stays bril-
liantly, he’s got excellent wind and he had that from the 
start. He’s running the last half of the fourth mile as fast 
as he can run. He’s not a Dosdi, a Ben Nevis, a Saluter, 
but he’s pretty good. He’s a very good jumper, he’s rate-
able and he has tactical speed. He doesn’t carry it real 
far, but for three-eighths of a mile he can really run.”

And you should see him cut grass.

Tractor Supply

Bon Caddo flies a fence in 
the Virginia Gold Cup.

BY JOE CLANCY

Bon Caddo
B. g. 10, Bon Point-Tactical Info, Tactical Advantage.

Bred by Marablue Farm in Canada. Owner: Merriefield Farm. 
Trainer: Dawn Williams. Jockeys: Blair Wyatt and Jody Petty.

Won My Lady’s Manor and Virginia Gold Cup in spring. Secured 
championship with second in Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. Former 
Jonathan Sheppard runner on the flat and over hurdles. Keeps 
fit for racing by foxhunting and competing in horse shows.

Timber Standings
Horse ...................Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
Bon Caddo ....................5 2 1 0 $73,500
Private Attack ................4 2 0 0 65,300
Delta Park .....................6 2 0 0 51,250
Incomplete ....................5  1  2  0  45,450
Aero ..............................4 2  1  1  37,000

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
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MARYLAND HUNT CUP CENTENNIAL 1894-1994 This acclaimed, 45-minute documentary, produced in 1994 for the
100th anniversary of the first running of the Maryland Hunt Cup, aired on Maryland Public Television. It combines rare
footage of the race through the years along with interviews with jockeys, 20 trainers, owners and other connections with
participants throughout the history of this famous event. It is narrated by Jim McKay of ABC Sports. $55 + $5 shipping

AMERICANS AT AINTREE A video celebration of an evening at Shawan Downs that highlighted American involvement
in the Aintree Grand National. Such notables as Dick Francis, Tommy Smith and Charlie Fenwick speak about their
encounters with the fabled Aintree course, while footage of Grand Nationals in which Americans participated are included
in this unique presentation.  $55 + $5 shipping

1979 MARYLAND HUNT CUP A 26-minute documentary on the 1979 running of the race, complete with background
interviews with participants and extensive coverage of the race itself. An entertaining, behind-the-scenes look at what it's
like to compete in this challenging race.  $55 + $5 shipping

PAST MARYLAND HUNT CUPS The last 15 years of Maryland Hunt Cups right through the 2009 running, all covered
by multiple cameras with post-race interviews and close-ups of the participants. Packages of different years can be
purchased at a discount. $55 + $5 shipping

SPECIAL ORDER! 5 Maryland Hunt Cups from previous years for $99 + $5 shipping  | 10 Maryland Hunt Cups for
$149 + $5 shipping  | 15 Maryland Hunt Cups for $199 + $5 shipping

TO ORDER |  610.383.9530  |  hcpsports@aol.com                            HCPSPORTS.COM
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HCP SPORTS AND 
STEEPLECHASE TIMES

Aintree
Americans at
Aintree

STEEPLECHASING
IS A MARATHON, 
NOT A SPRINT.
ON THE FINAL DAY OF THE 2011 SEASON, Tax Ruling became the only horse to win two Grade I jump stakes—
adding the Colonial Cup to his Iroquois triumph in the spring and capping a record-setting year for owner Irv Naylor.
The trainers also got into the act, with Tom Voss outlasting Jonathan Sheppard and Richard Valentine. The year was
about all of them, plus three-peat jockey champion Paddy Young, Grand National winner Black Jack Blues, six-time
winner Lake Placid, timber champion Bon Caddo, star 3-year-old Wanganui, hickory mare Sweet Shani and a host of
others running races, jumping fences, and making every mile count. $55 + $5 shipping

2011
HCP SPORTS AND 

STEEPLECHASE TIMES 
PRESENT THIS YEAR’S 

YEAR IN REVIEW

MAKES A GREAT 

CHRISTMAS GIFT!
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      Steeplechase Champions Wanganui
Champion 3-Year-Old2011

Tom and Mimi Voss went back to the 
meadow. On a quiet Sunday in late No-
vember, oldtimers Shoot Back, Petroski, 
Sennacherib and Malagash picked their 

heads up, made sure the Vosses weren’t coming 
for them and went back to eating. The husband 
and wife team slipped a halter on Distant Dr-
umroll, walked her to the barn, cut her shaggy 
mane with a pair of scissors and reunited her 
with daughter Guelph and the mother/daughter 
Fractious and Rowdy.

Back to the broodmare band, mom. Back to 
the kitchen, cook. 

That’s what producing a champion will do. 
Distant Drumroll’s son Wanganui, owned 

by Betty Merck’s The Fields Stable, emerged 
as champion 3-year-old with two dichotomous 
wins this fall; slogging through the Far Hills 
bog to win the Gladstone and skipping over the 
Camden sand to win the Raymond G. Woolfe. 
The two wins earned another championship for 
Distant Drumroll (her daughter Guelph won fil-
ly/mare championships in 2005 and 2008). Now 
18, Distant Drumroll produced Guelph in 2001 
– quick as a hiccup, she jumped like a jaguar and 
topped her division. Distant Drumroll produced 
Wanganui in 2008 – long as a yawn, he churns 
like a train and topped his division in 2011. In 
between came Raider Brigade, Sally Williams, 
Hold Your Fire and Teak; some showed promise 
but couldn’t stay sound, others showed psycho-
sis, others showed nothing. Mimi Voss and her 
partner Merck gave up breeding Distant Drum-
roll after she produced a Louis Quatorze colt 
(now 2) in 2009.

A full-brother to Merck’s hurdle stakes win-
ner Brigade Of Guards, Distant Drumroll began 
her racing career with Billy Turner and breeder 
Audley Farm. Mimi Voss tracked her down after 
Brigade Of Guards emerged as a prolific hurdler 
in the late 1990s and bought her in partnership 
with Merck. 

“Billy Turner said that at one point he 
thought she was going to be the nicest filly in 
his barn, but she just didn’t have enough speed,” 
Voss said. “She’s absolutely beautiful. I bought 
her inexpensively.”

Running for The Fields Stable, Distant Drum-
roll broke her maiden in her 12th start on the 
flat (at Pimlico in 1997), finished fourth in the 
Waya at Saratoga that summer and broke her 
maiden at Oxmoor in her jump debut that fall. 
By spring, she was part of Voss and Merck’s breeding 
program. Mimi Voss chose stallions with stamina and 
turf in mind, the likes of Sky Classic, Not For Love 
and Waquoit.

Guelph, a daughter of Sky Classic, was born in 
2001. Small and flighty, she forced Voss to change her 
approach. 

“As small as Guelph is, I started breeding Distant 
Drumroll to bigger studs and I got monsters,” Mimi 
Voss said. “Raider Brigade had speed but was too big, 
he’s hunting in New Jersey. I bred her to Waquoit and 
got (timber winner) Hold Your Fire, who is like an 
elephant but has talent, he just started hunting again. 
Sally Williams was gigantic, a lovely jumper and had 
no speed, she died. Teak was a mess, she was nutso. 
Because they were all so big, I kicked (Distant Drum-
roll) out in the meadow.”

Distant Drumroll met 1996 New York Turf Writers 
Cup winner Petroski, eight-time winner Shoot Back 
and other Voss alumni, destined to live out her days 

with the boys. Wanganui changed all that.
Sure, he’s big, but he’s sound (mentally and physi-

cally) and he can run. That’s why Voss went back to 
the meadow. 

“Although Wanganui might not be the most beau-
tiful horse in the world, you have to like his body 
because he’s big and athletic-looking,” Voss said. “I 
went up to see Love Of Money when Northview was 
having their stallion show, he was very athletic look-
ing, he wasn’t a really heavy horse.” 

A Virginia-bred daughter of Eastern Echo, Distant 

Drumroll will make another trip to Northview Stal-
lion Station to be bred to Love Of Money. Hey, if it 
ain’t broke . . .

Already a two-time winner over jumps and placed 
on the flat, Wanganui will aim to become the next du-
al-purpose horse in the Voss string, following John’s 
Call, Dreadnaught and others.

“Both. Both. Both. Both. Both,” said Mimi Voss 
when asked if she considered him a jumper or a flat 
horse. “Thomas is well known for doing both and 
I’m sure he’ll do both. Unlike Guelph, who was really 
high-strung, he’s very, very laid back and does every-
thing right. Always been like that.”

Wanganui began to come around at Saratoga this 
summer. The solid, long-striding gelding breezed well 
over the Oklahoma turf course and even produced a 
sharp breeze over the main track while honing his gate 
work. 

“He went 5 (furlongs) out of the gate in 1:01,” 
exercise rider Paddy Young said. “He worked really 

Home Grown
Wanganui put his summer 

work at Saratoga to use over 
jumps in the fall.

BY SEAN CLANCY

Wanganui
Ch. g. 3, Love Of Money-Distant Drumroll, Eastern Echo

Bred by Mimi Voss in Maryland. Owner: The Fields Stable. 
Trainer: Tom Voss. Jockeys: Paddy Young, Peter Buchanan.

Won only two starts, stakes at Far Hills and Camden, to rule 
division with $30,000 earned. Half-brother to champion mare 
Guelph. Named for a New Zealand city (the word means big bay 
or big harbor in Maori). 
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d 
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See WANGANUI page 31 
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Find Your Next Event Horse HERE

Be part of the 
solution...
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racehorse!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
A 501c3 nonprofit organization
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Right Track!” We will 

pay up to $200 for 
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Program made possible by a 
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At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
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well, like really well. That was the first 
time on the main track.”

Tom Voss unveiled him at Belmont 
Park Sept. 21 where he finished sixth, 
beaten 11 lengths to eventual Hol-
lywood Derby runner-up Imagining. 
Wheeled back in two weeks, Wanganui 
finished second in a Delaware Park turf 
maiden. Seventeen days later, he made 
his jump debut at Far Hills, staying on 
while his freshmen compatriots emptied 
out. He won by 24 lengths for jockey 
Peter Buchanan who picked up the ride 
when Young opted for Darkwatch. 

“For him to go to Far Hills and do 

what he did without having had that 
run like the others and do it that easily,” 
Young said, “that was pretty impressive.”

A month later, Young was back 
aboard and Wanganui used another 
club from his bag, winning the Woolfe 
from the front end. 

“He’s winning because he’s a nice 
horse, because he still doesn’t quite 
know what’s going on,” Young said. 
“Obviously a lot can happen from 3 to 
4 but there’s nothing to say this horse 
shouldn’t go on. He’s not one of those 
horses that you jumped on in April 
and thought, ‘Oh my God, this will 
be 3-year-old champion.’ Some of the 
(3-year-old champions) I’ve ridden, you 
know it was going to be their best year 
where this horse, anything he did this 
year was a bonus.”

Wanganui –
 Continued from page 30

We understand the horse business
When you need insurance to respond quickly, rely on experience, 

rely on people who understand horses, farms, and insurance

We also represent carriers that specialize 
in homeowners’ coverage.

5700 Smith Ave., 
Baltimore, MD 21209

Sam Ho!berger, Bloodstock Manager
Third Generation Horseman
sho!berger@ho!berger.com

Richard Ho!berger, President
Second Generation Horseman
rho!berger@ho!berger.com

Tod Marks

Looking for a holiday gift item?

"The result is a captivating, beautiful volume that should find a special place on 
bookshelves and coffee tables of racing fans everywhere."

– Thoroughbred Times

~
Available from amazon.com, 
select retailers and 
www.alexbrownracing.com

http://midatlantichorserescue.org/
http://www.mheby.com/
http://alexbrownracing.com/
http://hoffberger.com/
http://www.janetsidewater.com/
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      Steeplechase Champions Irv Naylor
Champion Owner2011

Imagine pushing the buttons, pulling 
the levers, turning the cranks. You own 
the team. You make the decisions and 
live with them. You hire, you fire, you 
buy, you sell.

Now imagine it worked.
You pushed, pulled, turned your way 

to the most successful season in your 
sport’s history. 

That was Irv Naylor’s 2011 run to the 
National Steeplechase Association own-
ers’ championship. Naylor campaigned 
the top four horses in the standings, the 
only four to earn more than $100,000. 
He will probably have all three Eclipse 
Award finalists with the championship 
likely going to dual Grade I winner Tax 
Ruling or perhaps leading earner Black 
Jack Blues. Naylor set a record for earn-
ings with $719,725. No other owner 
earned $200,000 in 2011. 

Naylor’s green, yellow and white 
team won the Temple Gwathmey, the 
Iroquois, the Marcellus Frost, the Grand 
National, the Foxbrook, the Noel Laing, 
the Colonial Cup. Crazily, just three of 
the owner’s 16 wins came in timber races 
(once Naylor’s main reason for playing 
this game). 

The record-breaking year started qui-
etly enough – over the first four weeks, 
Naylor’s horses lost their first eight races 
– then got loud. He fired trainer Des-
mond Fogarty, who engineered the bulk 
of the owner’s 2010 championship, and 
dispatched horses to Tom Foley, Brianne 
Slater and others. The move paid immedi-
ate dividends when Decoy Daddy, trained 
by Foley, won the Gwathmey at Middle-
burg April 23. 

Each May, steeplechasing goes to Nashville for the 
Iroquois – for a card full of high stakes (literal and figu-
rative). Naylor horses swept half the card, winning three 
of the six jump races and $156,000 of the $402,300 
purse structure. In his first start for Slater, Tax Ruling 
led the way with a repeat score in the Grade I Iroquois – 
knocking off 2010 champion Slip Away. Continuing his 
role as the sport’s best understudy, Decoy Daddy added 
the Grade II Frost in a 2-mile shootout with Left Un-
said, Country Cousin and Mixed Up. The Foley-trained 
Chess Board opened the day with a gutsy win in the 
3-mile Bright Hour amateur hurdle. The winners were 
Naylor’s only three starters on the day.

The stable went relatively dormant over the sum-
mer, though Decoy Daddy flew the flag at Saratoga 
– nearly making off with the A.P. Smithwick and get-
ting knocked to the ground in the New York Turf 
Writers Cup melee.

No matter. By September, the sport’s most upwardly 
mobile stable was reloading, restocking, reinventing. 
Tax Ruling prepped in Pennsylvania with Slater. De-
coy Daddy cranked up again in Maryland with Foley. 
Newcomer Organisateur, fifth in the Walsh at Sarato-
ga, readied in Pennsylvania with Bruce Miller.

And Naylor hired former jump jockey (and former 
flat trainer) J.W. Delozier to head the farm operation. 
The owner’s Still Water Farm, deep in Maryland tim-
ber country, includes turf gallops, a swimming pond 
and every other need with which to develop steeple-
chase horses. Fogarty used the place to win nine races 
in 2009, seven in 2010. Delozier launched an autumn 
arsenal from there in 2011. He claimed Lake Placid 

for $10,000 at Colonial Downs. He folded Irish-bred 
Black Jack Blues into the equation. He bought pros-
pect Imperial Gin from the Boniface family.

And won races with each.
Black Jack Blues stepped off the plane from Eng-

land and won the inaugural Dot Smithwick Memorial 
at Virginia Fall Oct. 1. Lake Placid paid immediate 
dividends with a victory at Great Meadow Oct. 15. 
And then came Far Hills Oct. 22. In his first start for 
Naylor, Imperial Gin won the maiden. On a week’s 
rest, Lake Placid won the Foxbrook to become a stakes 
winner and novice champion. In his second American 
start, Black Jack Blues dominated the $250,000 Grand 
National. The richest race on the circuit by at least 
$100,000 lured the field of the year and got the per-
formance of the year – a 7-length win by a horse who 
wasn’t in the country a month earlier. Organisateur 
finished second.

As he did at the Iroquois in May, Naylor domi-
nated Far Hills. The stable left with $265,250 of the 
$469,750 offered and a seasonal total of $605,775. 
That latter figure was a record, four weeks before the 
season actually ended.

As the days grew shorter, Naylor’s stable kept deliv-
ering. Decoy Daddy, who bypassed Far Hills, ran away 
with the Noel Laing at Montpelier. By season’s end, the 
only question was which Naylor horse could step up 
in the Grade I Colonial Cup – Black Jack Blues, Decoy 
Daddy or Tax Ruling. The three-headed monster be-
came just two when Black Jack Blues went down with 
a cough three days before the race, but it didn’t matter. 
Tax Ruling, cycling back to his best form, made off 
with the $100,000 Cup to pull the final lever and cap 
a season for the ages.

In Control
BY JOE CLANCY

Irv Naylor
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
 119 16 15 12 $719,725

Second consecutive championship for longtime steeplechase 
supporter and York, Pa. resident. Broke Augustin Stable’s sin-
gle-season earnings record of $596,991 set in 2000. Former 
amateur rider won his first NSA race in 1964. Won 16 percent 
of 2011 season’s total purse structure. Highlights included 
three wins apiece at the Iroquois and Far Hills, the two richest 
meets on the circuit. Employed trainers J.W. Delozier, Brianne 
Slater, Tom Foley, Billy Meister, Kathy McKenna, Bruce Miller 
and Desmond Fogarty during 2011 season.

Naylor’s Leading Horses
NSA Rank Horse Earnings
 1..........................Black Jack Blues ....................$171,000
 2..........................Tax Ruling .................................153,500
 3..........................Decoy Daddy .............................124,100
 4..........................Lake Placid ................................114,000

Tod Marks
Champion owner Irv Naylor (right) and his wife Dianne capped a season with a Colonial Cup win by Tax Ruling, trained by Brianne Slater (left).
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      Steeplechase Champions Lake Placid
Champion Novice2011

Breeders and original owners Diana and Bert Fire-
stone . . . owners Debra Kachel and Irv Naylor . . . 
trainers Neil Morris, Ricky Hendriks and J.W. Delozi-
er . . . jockeys Matt McCarron, Paddy Young, Jacob 
Roberts and Carl Rafter . . . 

The multi-stopped season of novice champion Lake 
Placid touched many people in 2011. Some did better 
than others, but he paid them all in a year that included 
12 starts (11 over  jumps), six wins, and $114,750 earned. 

The 6-year-old won a maiden claimer in April and a 
stakes in October. He changed hands via the claim box 
($10,000 each time) twice. He won six of the seven 
jump starts he finished – losing his jockey once, veer-
ing off course once and pulling up with a suspected 
injury in the final jump race of the year.

“He was a lot of fun,” said Delozier in early De-
cember. “The horse rewarded all of us, and that’s the 
great thing. He’s as tough as nails. Loves to run, loves 
to win and you have to admire that.”

Delozier reported that the 6-year-old gelding came 
out of that final race, the Hobkirk Hill starter allow-
ance at Camden, in fine shape. Jockey Carl Rafter felt 
what he thought was a bad step and pulled up com-
ing to the last fence, but examinations and tests have 
revealed no injury.

“Carl did the right thing by the horse, but fortu-
nately, he was wrong and the horse is fine,” said De-
lozier. “He’s been a wild man since he’s been home. He 
crossed that road right before the last fence and I think 
he took a bad step. It was a sad ending to the year, or it 
seemed like it at the time. We’ve scanned his tendons, 
taken X-rays, he’s fine.”

Of course he is.
Lake Placid is nothing if not tough. Bred by the 

Firestones, he made 13 starts on the flat with Michael 
Matz and Leigh Delacour, winning once at 2 and 
again at 4. Morris took over in 2010 and converted 
the horse to hurdling. The son of Giant’s Causeway 
attacked his new career – literally. He flashed plenty 
of speed and power while racing near the front, mak-
ing life miserable for McCarron who tried to ration 
the energy. The project included equipment (German 
martingale, ringbit and so on), and continued into 
2011. Lake Placid won a point-to-point nicely, faded 
to third after leading early in a maiden hurdle at Aiken 
in March, then dipped to the maiden claiming ranks at 
Middleburg in April. 

He led every step, won by 16 lengths and was 
claimed by Kachel and Hendriks. 

“We didn’t think he’d ever be a great horse, he cer-
tainly turned out to be a good horse on the racetrack,” 
said Morris. “I wanted him to be successful obviously, 
but I didn’t like him in the mornings. I tried to har-
ness some of that energy, treat him like he was a nice 
horse. Most of our horses like their jobs, with him 
you never knew whether he wanted to duck out, he 
was a runaway, he didn’t want to train. He ran for 12 
(thousand) on the flat, I talked to Bert Firestone and 
we decided to put him a maiden claimer. We thought 
we’d lose him.”

As far as watching the horse succeed, Morris is over 
it. With a second chance, he might have done things 
differently, allowed Lake Placid to ramble along on 
the lead the way he did at Middleburg and not wor-
ried about all that wasted energy. Otherwise, horses 
get claimed every day.

“Bert Firestone called me and said ‘I’m still glad 
we don’t have that horse,’ which was funny and nice 
of him,” said Morris, who won a Virginia Gold Cup 
with $15,000 claim Lord Kenneth. “He was turnkey, 
the perfect claim.”

Two weeks after the claim, Lake Placid came 

through for his new connections by winning the op-
tional claimer at the Virginia Gold Cup. Hendriks re-
moved the German martingale, added a shadow roll 
and watched jockey Paddy Young engineer a front-
running, 13-length win going 2 1/2 miles. After a mis-
cue sent Brian Crowley to the turf at Radnor, Lake 
Placid and Roberts upset a classy optional claimer at 
Parx Racing June 5. Hendriks tried a novice stakes 
next, but Lake Placid struggled home sixth after con-
testing the early lead. Hendriks skipped Saratoga, but 
did try the flat – where the Kentucky-bred finished 
eighth in a $25,000 claimer Aug. 2 at Parx.

By September at Colonial Downs, Lake Placid was 
back in for a $10,000 tag and destroyed five others by 

Gift Horse
Lake Placid blazed to a maiden 
victory at Middleburg in April, his 
first of six scores on the year.

BY JOE CLANCY

Lake Placid
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Saranac Lake, Smart Strike.

Bred by Bert and Diana Firestone in Kentucky.
Owners: Irv Naylor, Debra Kachel, the Firestones. 

Trainers:  J.W. Delozier, Ricky Hendriks, Neil Morris. 
Jockeys: Ross Geraghty, Carl Rafter, Paddy Young, 

Jacob Roberts, Brian Crowley, Matt McCarron

Passed through three owners and trainers during the year after 
getting claimed twice for $10,000. Earned $17,500 for Fires-
tones including claim, $56,500 for Debra Kachel including 
claim, $60,000 for Naylor. Started in the first and last jump 
race of the season.

Novice Standings
Horses that started 2010 as maidens

Horse ...................Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
Lake Placid ...................10 6 0 1 $114,000
Port Morsbey .................5 1 1 3 64,850
Well Fashioned ...............8 2 3 1 60,600

Tod Marks

See LAKE PLACID page 35 
Tod Marks

Trainer J.W. Delozier leads Lake Placid at Callaway Gardens.
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better than 13 lengths. The aggressive 
drop in class caught the eye of Delozier, 
who had recently signed on to train for 
leading steeplechase owner Irv Naylor.

“He had given me a heads-up that if 
I found a horse that would be a good 
claim, he’d be all for it,” Delozier said. 
“Ricky had dropped him, he could have 
run for 15. He did the classic scare. I’ve 
done it, we’ve all done it. Either the 
horse was broken or Ricky was trying 
to scare everyone off.”

And at the price, Delozier figured it 
was worth the gamble so headed to Co-
lonial Downs with the truck and trailer, 
dropped the claim slip and took home a 
new horse. 

“I gave him four weeks, got to know 
him, he is very tricky and likes things 
his way,” said the trainer. “He’s not 
a straightforward individual. Great 
Meadow was the logical spot, the next 
starter allowance in the book.”

With Rafter aboard, Lake Placid 
rolled around Great Meadow and won 
by 20 over yielding turf a month after 
joining the Naylor stable. The victory 
paid for the claim, plus $5,000, and 
produced another big step forward as 
Delozier tried the $75,000 Foxbrook 
Novice at Far Hills a week after Great 
Meadow. Leading throughout, thriv-
ing in the going and at the 2 1/2 miles, 
Lake Placid won again – against a tough 
group that included 2011 stakes win-
ners Demonstrative, Complete Zen and 
All Together.

Sure, the ascent went awry at Calla-
way Gardens (off course) and Camden 
(pulled up), but the claimer was a stakes 
winner, a six-figure earner, a novice 
champion by season’s end.

The success validated Delozier’s 
claim back in September, but the trainer 
paid credit to the horse. Lake Placid 
learned to swim, which seemed to help 
the aggressive tendencies – as did some 
work in the farm’s show ring. Delozier 
tried to find a routine: making Lake 
Placid the first horse to the turnout pad-
docks every morning for example.

“He is not an easy horse to train, 
he’s hard on himself,” Delozier said. 
“There’s no question Neil (Morris) had 
his work cut out for him getting the 
horse off the racetrack. I didn’t have to 
teach him how to jump, he came in fit. 
I just had to keep him happy and sound 
and ready to run and keep weight on 
him.”

Lake Placid –
 Continued from page 34

www.kubota.com
©Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2008

Stoltzfus Farm Service, Inc.
1043 Gap Newport Pike
Cochranville, PA 19330

(610) 593-2407

Tod Marks

Lake Placid streaks to the finish 
at the Virginia Gold Cup.

Custom Homes & 
Renovation Additions

 
Contact Domenick Mingione

Direct: 703-898-2499
Serving Middleburg 

and the surrounding area

http://mastercraftvirginia.com/
http://www.stoltzfusinc.com/
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BrownTrout Stable ................ Douglas Lees
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
...........................................................$387,150
Uncle Pierre Stables ........... Betsy Manierre
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Divine Fortune ...................................... $63,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $10,100
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
...........................................................$379,700

Carolina in the Morning Stable ......Ed Kraker
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Delta Park ............................................ $51,250
Class Indian ......................................... $25,950
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Swagger Stick ........................................ $9,000
...........................................................$322,580
Pony Girl Stables ............Elizabeth Watrous
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Tizsilk ................................................... $27,000
Class Mark ........................................... $22,100
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Farah T Salute ........................................ $1,000
...........................................................$301,900

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern and Embrace The Race

And The Winner Is. . .
Somebody take a picture. Longtime steeplechase photographer, fan and Pick Six 

player Douglas Lees wins the 2011 Pick Six contest, making his big lead stand up de-
spite a final-day surge by runner-up Betsy Manierre. The latter’s Uncle Pierre Stable 
collected a big payday at the Colonial Cup thanks to Tax Ruling and Divine Fortune (who 
went 1-2 in the Grade I stakes). 

Lees got strong years from five of his six horses, with all but Ptarmigan earning 
$35,000 or more. Three-time stakes winner Decoy Daddy led the way, followed by six-
time winner Lake Placid, dual stakes winner Country Cousin, timber stakes winner In-
complete (who came through in the fall) and double winner Mr. Hot Stuff (who started 
the year as a maiden).

Adding even more glory to his name, Lees is an advisor to Manierre’s Pick Six handi-
capping – giving the game a photography theme at the top this year. Ed Kraker’s Carolina 
In The Morning Stable checked in third. Nobody in the game had the year’s leading 
earner Black Jack Blues, who didn’t arrive until September, but runner-up Tax Ruling 
played a big role. Lake Placid started the year as a maiden, and wound up with $114,000 
(and graced the stables of Lees and Manierre). 

Lees wins the top seasonal prize, a $200 gift certificate to Embrace The Race and a 
$100 gift certificate to any ST advertiser. Manierre wins a $150 gift certificate to any ST 
advertiser while Kraker collects a $125 gift certificate to any ST advertiser.

Congratulations to all the winners and thanks for playing.
The top 28 are listed. Check www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Pick Six winner Doug Lees and a brown trout – his stable’s namesake – in Alberta, Canada. Continued on page 38 

http://frankelauto.com/
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Thank you to Dawn Williams, Bruce Fenwick, Charlie Fenwick,
Blair Wyatt, Jody Petty and everyone who helped 

Bon Caddo become Timber Horse of the Year in 2011.

Winner of the My Lady’s Manor 
and the Virginia Gold Cup, runner-up 

in the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

Special Horse... 
   Great Team

Photo by Douglas Lees
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Outta My Way Stables .............. Glen Gaddy
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Delta Park ............................................ $51,250
Nationbuilder ....................................... $35,000
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Ditch ......................................................... $750
...........................................................$293,980
46 Defense ............................ Joe Clancy
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Royal Rossi .......................................... $43,800
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Artic Cry ................................................. $1,000
...........................................................$290,600
Polish Power Stable ............. Eric Dudzinski
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Royal Rossi .......................................... $43,800
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
...........................................................$290,300
Elvis Stable .....................Delaney Shields
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Divine Fortune ...................................... $63,000
Worried Man ........................................ $19,150
Maya Charli ............................................ $4,200
Jack Twist ..................................................... $0
...........................................................$290,250
Masemore Madness ............ Lydia Williams
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Private Attack ....................................... $65,300
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Worried Man ........................................ $19,150
Foyle ............................................................. $0
...........................................................$288,150
Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
All Together .......................................... $85,500
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
Class Indian ......................................... $25,950
...........................................................$288,000

Bad Pension Plan Stable ............ Pat Lunny
All Together .......................................... $85,500
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Hi Flyin Indy ........................................... $5,250
...........................................................$283,630
Liberty Bell Racing ................ John Carnes
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Divine Fortune ...................................... $63,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Roman Glory ........................................ $14,400
He’s A Conniver .................................... $10,100
Katherine My Great ....................................... $0
...........................................................$276,000
Sine Dinaro Stable.................... Pam  Kerr
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Sweet Shani ......................................... $64,000
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Union Army .......................................... $15,350
Arcadius ............................................... $10,000
Alburj ............................................................ $0
...........................................................$258,950
Waggs Stable ................... Keegan Shields
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Brave Prospect ..................................... $23,800
Farah T Salute ........................................ $1,000
Sharpest Cat ................................................. $0
...........................................................$258,900
Diversified Stable ................ Joe Clancy Sr.
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $124,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $19,500
Pynaformer ............................................... $750
Jack Spratt .................................................... $0
...........................................................$254,400
Looking for April 15th ................. Rob Saur
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
G’day G’day .......................................... $32,300
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Class Indian ......................................... $25,950
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
Ginís Sour Gin ............................................... $0
...........................................................$247,350

Richard’s Kid ................. Sarah Hutchinson
All Together .......................................... $85,500
Sweet Shani ......................................... $64,000
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Left Unsaid ........................................... $13,500
John Wyatt ............................................. $2,600
...........................................................$239,900
Frolic!...........................Leslie White-Fad
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Private Attack ....................................... $65,300
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Musiecoocoo ....................................... $17,800
Arcadius ............................................... $10,000
My Fair Hill Lady ........................................... $0
...........................................................$238,600
Mort’s Jump Barn ...........Robert Seidenberg
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Tizsilk ................................................... $27,000
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
My Fair Hill Lady ........................................... $0
...........................................................$235,150
Taffy 3 Group ...........................Jack Lock
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
Patriot’s Path ................................................. $0
...........................................................$232,600
Shackamaxon Stable .............. Dennis Starr
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Church Service ..................................... $15,000
Determind Stand .................................... $2,200
You And I ............................................... $2,000
Artic Cry ................................................. $1,000
...........................................................$231,900
Try Again Stable...................... Jim McVey
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Wild For Gold ....................................... $24,300
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Easy Reach .......................................... $10,500
Patriot’s Path ................................................. $0
...........................................................$231,550

Beach Bums ......................Brendon Stave
All Together .......................................... $85,500
Bon Caddo ........................................... $79,800
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Golden Slammer .................................. $16,450
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Hi Flyin Indy ........................................... $5,250
...........................................................$230,250
NoCal All Hurdler Stable .......... Brian Pitnick
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Mischief ............................................... $27,900
Tizsilk ................................................... $27,000
Bubble Economy ........................................... $0
...........................................................$229,350
Culture Vulture ................ Gabrielle Bredin
Private Attack ....................................... $65,300
Well Fashioned ..................................... $60,600
Gustavian ............................................. $33,800
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $30,000
Royale ........................................................... $0
...........................................................$221,200
Capital Suburbanite Farm ......Jeremy Baskin
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Mischief ............................................... $27,900
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Patriot’s Path ................................................. $0
...........................................................$215,350
Wrens Wrecks .................... Ren Weimann
All Together .......................................... $85,500
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Golden Slammer .................................. $16,450
Bubble Economy ........................................... $0
...........................................................$215,030
Thoughtful Farm ..................... Kim Young
Tax Ruling .......................................... $153,500
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Class Tie............................................... $10,300
Patriot’s Path ................................................. $0
Rock Slide Jingle .......................................... $0
...........................................................$213,800

�

Pull away from the 
pack with solar

The energy choice for your home or barn

Contact us for a free quote

Toll Free: 1-877-42SOLAR  |  302-737-4805  |  info@KWsolar.net

www.kwsolarsolutions.com
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VISIT WWW.FLAIRSTRIPS.COM FOR WHERE TO BUY NEAR YOU. 
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FLAIR Strips are proven to*:
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Unlike humans, horses only breathe through their nose. 
During exercise, when horses breathe hard the soft tis-
sues overlying the nasal passages are sucked in, reducing 
the size of the airway. This reduction in size greatly in-
JYLHZLZ�[OL�YLZPZ[HUJL�[V�HPYÅV^�PU[V�[OL�S\UNZ���-3(09��
Nasal Strips reduce airway resistance by supporting the 
soft tissues to maintain nasal passage size.  The Strips are 
proven to reduce fatigue, reduce bleeding and quicken 
post-exercise recovery.
 
Promote optimal equine health and performance  
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 NTRA Safety and  
 Integrity Alliance

PROTECT. PERFORM.

http://www.!airstrips.com/
!air-strips/breathing-easy/
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      Steeplechase Champions Tom Voss
Champion Trainer2011

It comes down to this.
Tom Voss leads Jonathan Sheppard who leads 

Richard Valentine. Three trainers, two wins 
apart, five races at Camden, 23 starters between 
them, a title in the balance. 

Drop the flag. 

First race. Maidens.
Voss delivers flat stakes winner Followmy-

footsteps, Sheppard sends out first-timer El Sea-
son and veteran Sergeant Karakorum and Valen-
tine counters with stakes winner Ice Bear. Voss’ 
arrow bends first when Followmyfootsteps fades 
early, leaving the race (not THE race) to Shep-
pard and Valentine. 

Ice Bear pulls hard through the race, circles 
wide around the final turn and rallies to the out-
side of Sergeant Karakorum who lasts by a hard-
earned head. Sheppard staves off an Augustin 
horse with a horse he traded for a board bill. 

Valentine shrugs as he walks down the steps, 
knowing one slipped away. Sheppard smiles, his 
patented smirk, as he walks onto the track. Voss 
grimaces, alone, in the middle of the stretch, 
knowing it won’t be pretty either way.

“I needed that,” Sheppard says as he walks 
back to the barn to saddle a pair of 3-year-olds 
for the next. “We’ll see how Mr. Voss will do. It 
would be fun if it was a tie, I’d be very satisfied 
with that.”

A tie seems appropriate in a season where no 
trainer has dominated and one trainer will win a 
title with the lowest amount since 1974.

Sheppard and Voss tied at 15. Valentine two 
back. Four races to go.

Second race. Three-year-olds.
Voss is locked and loaded with Gladstone 

winner Wanganui, Sheppard unveils Slice Of 
Gold and Bruno Frigerio and Valentine reloads 
with British import Gawaarib.

Valentine, in white shirt and sweater, watches 
from the stands. Voss, in turtleneck and NSA pull-
over, watches from the infield big screen. Shep-
pard, in tweed and tie, hides somewhere, wherever he’s 
watched so many races for so many years at Camden. 

Wanganui pulls hard on the lead but controls the 
race throughout. Gawaarib clutches and claws but 
can’t reel in the winner. Sheppard’s pair finishes third 
and sixth, good for first-timers, not good enough for 
a title assault.

“Good run,” Valentine says, proud of a horse who 
has come a long way in a short time.

Voss meets Paddy Young at the finish line. Relieved 
for the win, sure, but also relieved his 3-year-old came 
back safe from an acid test.

Voss: “All right?”
Young: “All right.”
Voss up again, by one. Sheppard down one. Valen-

tine third, by two. Three races to go.

Third race. Timber. 
Sheppard, reticent about timber racing, passes (he 

will finish the year with 106 starts, all over hurdles). 
Voss and Valentine produce half the field in the tim-
ber. Voss comes back in 13 days with two-time win-
ner Mussiecoocoo while Valentine throws paint, with 
veterans Music To My Ears and Professor Maxwell. 
Voss looks strong, a win here and it’s a tie at the least.  

With a circuit to go, Music To My Ears struggles 
for speed, he needs a miracle. Professor Maxwell flat-
tens the fence in front of the stands, his day is over. A 

The Race

After placing second for 
three consecutive seasons, 
Tom Voss won his first 
championship since 2002, 
and fifth overall.

BY SEAN CLANCY

  
  
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings 
 88 16 9 13 $384,070

Fifth championship for Marylander, but first since 2002. 
Finished second in each of last three seasons (to Jack Fish-
er twice and Jonathan Sheppard once). Lowest victory total 
for a champion since 1974, when Sheppard won 15 jump 
races. 

Built three-win lead after spring season, but endured 
winless summer at Saratoga and entered fall season tied 
with Sheppard atop leaderboard. Two-win swing in Charles-
ton feature (Voss’ Tizsilk beat Sheppard’s Air Maggy a nose) 
proved to be the difference. Won 3-year-old championship 
with Wanganui, the stable’s only stakes winner.

To
d 
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See VOSS page 41 

Champion Trainer Tom Voss

Sean Clancy
A trainer’s job comes with stress.

2011 Wins
Good Request

Mischief
Tizsilk

Mischief
Arch Hero

Cornhusker
Mabou

Ballet Boy
Upper Gulch

Church Service
Mussiecoocoo

Farndale
Wanganui

Mussiecoocoo
Tizsilk

Wanganui
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jump later, Mussiecoocoo adjusts too late, jamming in 
a short spot, hits the top board with his knees, the rail 
holds and the Irish-bred twists, falls, slides on his belly 
before tipping over. He lies on the ground, struggles, 
gets up. Unknowing fans clap when the horse stands. 
Valentine, Sheppard and certainly Voss know it’s over. 
The horse is gone. 

Hot Rize and Gather No Moss pick up the pieces, 
Music To My Ears canters home in third, at least a 
check for the van bill. 

Voss by one, an empty one. Sheppard second. Val-
entine done. Two races to go.

Fourth race. The Colonial Cup. 
Sheppard cleans out the barn, saddling Divine For-

tune, Arcadius, Italian Wedding, Nationbuilder, Lead 

Us Not and Sermon Of Love for the final stakes of the 
year. Voss antes with two veterans, Dynaski and Your 
Sum Man. Valentine is a spectator, he’s never run a 
horse in the Colonial Cup. 

Sheppard goes 2, 3, 5, 6, 8 and 11 as Tax Ruling 
spoils the bid to tie Voss. 

A length and a quarter keeps Voss atop, alone. He 
watches, hands shading his eyes as Dynaski never 
travels and Your Sum Man comes back in the horse 
ambulance. 

Voss still in front, guaranteed a tie at the least. 
Sheppard, one back. One race to go.

Fifth race. The Hobkirk Hill. 
Sheppard relaunches 7-year-old veteran Dugan. 

Voss runs 7-year-old veteran Mischief, who provided 
two wins earlier in year. 

They shadow each other for most of the race, Mis-
chief hangs to be third, Dugan fades to be fourth. 
Rainiero hands Valentine a $12,000 consolation prize 
and a winter full of what-ifs. 

Voss wins. Sheppard second. Valentine third. 
The final day, just like the entire season, is as much 

about weathering the storm as raising a sail. 
Voss lost 25 races in a row between Fair Hill and 

Shawan Downs, didn’t win a race with 2010 cham-
pion Slip Away, lost eventual New York Turf Writ-
ers Cup winner Mabou to a claim at Saratoga. With 
16 victories, the Marylander earns his fifth career title 
and first since 2002. 

“Congratulations, Tom,” Sheppard says as Rainie-
ro goes to the winner’s circle. “I was hoping for a tie.”

“So was I. So was I,” Tom says as he walks toward 
Mischief. 

Valentine would have taken it too.
Young slips off his saddle from Mischief’s back and 

walks to the scale. Voss walks in the direction of the 
barn, a championship and a tragedy all on the same 
day. 

“Doesn’t mean much with the price you’ve got to 
pay sometimes,” he says to himself, to nobody, to the 
world. 

Voss –
 Continued from page 40

Renowned Dresden Farm
Now available. This beautifully maintained 
125 acre horse farm includes a circa 1785 
5 bedroom main house, a 12 stall Belmont 
barn with 8 paddocks, heated waterers, 
a new generator and a separate tack 
room. There are 4 additional dwellings 
(including newly renovated manager's 
house and guest house), extensive 
greenhouses, gardens, a pool, and a 5 acre 
pond. Property with potential Easement 
Restrictions. $5,900,000.
Peter Pejacsevich: 540-270-3835

Millville Rd – Middleburg
+/-43 acres available with Goose Creek 
frontage! includes 2 barns (one a 24 stall 
Belmont, the other a 16 stall shed row), 
an income producing indoor equine 
swimming facility, and a 2 bedroom farm 
cottage (w a 4 br septic field). This property 
offers three additional building sites with 
outstanding rolling hill views, one with a 
rare beached bank on the serine goose 
creek. $1,900,000

Ted Zimmerman: 540-905-5874 

White Oak Farm – Middleburg
Now available. 60 outstanding acres in the 
exclusive Foxcroft area just 10 minutes 
from Middleburg. Turnkey horse farm with 
a beautifully restored 1890's 4 bedroom, 
Manor house. Original hardwood floors, 
wine cellar, 7 stall courtyard stable with 
an impressive party/hunt breakfast room, 
7 paddocks with new fencing. 2 additional 
dwellings. $4,450,000

Peter Pejacsevich: 540-270-3835             

Haps Ln – Purcellville
SUBSTANTIAL REDUCTION $500k! OWNER 
FINANCING OF 2ND TRUST POSSIBLE.
Outstanding 53 ac race training facility able 
to convert to turnkey operation for eventers, 
hunter/jumpers, dressage. 5 local hunts in 
30 min drive. Primary barn has 28 stalls 
with office, vet and tack rooms. Second barn 
encloses 2 Eurocisers and easily converted 
to indoor ring 80x150x20’. 15 paddocks on 
35 acres. House site.

Charlie Westbrook: 703-447-9505               

Millrace Lane – Marshall
Picturesque turn-key equestrian property 
on 20 acres with immaculate custom home 
and manicured grounds. Mt. Views, Rolling 
Acres, Fenced Pastures, Dog Kennel, 
Guest House, 9 Stall Barn Connected 
to Indoor Arena, 2 Run-in/equipment 
buildings, paddock and pond Also available 
additional 58 acres with workshop and 
creek FQ7609128. This is a MUST SEE!  
$1,395,000  

Scott Buzzelli: 540-454-1399                          
 

Rokeby Rd – Upperville 
Fabulous small farm in Piedmont hunt 
country. 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths, "in-law" 
or "nanny" wing, full finished basement 
walkout to pool, pond, fenced paddocks, 
schooling area, fabulous 5 stall stable. 
Detached 3-car garage with workshop. 
Mature landscaping. Fantastic location and 
price. Convenient to Middleburg, Dulles 
airport and Washington, DC. Super for 
hunting box or small horse operation…  
$995,000      
Anne McIntosh: 540-837-2404      

Office: 540.687.6321  
Fax: 540.687.3966  

10 East Washington Street, 
Post Office Box 485, 

Middleburg, VA  20118

www.middleburgrealestate.com

Well-educated, 
well-trained 

Thoroughbred prospects 
for showing, eventing, 

foxhunting. 
All price ranges. 

All levels of experience.

Riverdee Stable
Anne and Sean Clancy

Anne
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

Sean
302-545-7713

sean@st-publishing.com

Don’t Miss
A Jump
Subscribe to 

Steeplechase Times

$35 per year.
www.st-publishing.com

orders@st-publishing.com

(410) 392-5867

http://middleburgrealestate.com/
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      Steeplechase Champions Paddy Young
Champion Jockey2011

Three

Champion jockey Paddy Young 
reflected on his win in the 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

Jim Graham

The first is about achievement. The second, 
approval. The third, affirmation. Paddy 
Young became the first steeplechase jock-
ey to win three titles in a row since John 
Cushman dominated the trade, winning 

four consecutive crowns back in the 80s. 
Since then, no jockey stayed healthy, hungry or 

good enough to threepeat. Not Teter, not Hendriks, 
not Lawrence, not Miller(s), not Kiser, not Kingsley, 
not Brown, not McCarron, not Aizpuru, not nobody.

Young led from start to finish in 2011, winning 27 
races for six trainers, including his wife Leslie who 
contributed four wins to the cause. Young nearly dou-
bled his closest pursuer, Brian Crowley, who finished 
the year with 15 wins. 

Born in Ireland, Young emigrated to the United 
States to ride as an amateur, perhaps win the Mary-
land Hunt Cup. He won seven races in 2003, six in 
2004, two in 2005. And 103 since. Young has worked 
– literally, worked – his way to the top of the game. 
The lanky amateur has turned into the complete pro-
fessional (minus the sport coat) of his time. Sure, he 
has his choice of rides – cherry-picking quality from 
Tom Voss, claimers from Ricky Hendriks and house 
horses from Leslie – but choice comes from accom-
plishment. 

Young won his first title in 2009. That one was 
about earning a championship, getting that one  line 
of indelible description. 

“The first year you walk away and think, ‘Brilliant, 
but was it a fluke?’ ” Young said.

A year later, he backed it up with a solid defense. 
That one was about legitimizing the first.

“The second year,” Young said, “you’re trying to 
prove yourself.”

The third, gravy.
“This year I felt more established. There was no 

pressure. I’ve achieved more than I ever thought I 
would achieve,” Young said. “I’m not being cocky, 
but I didn’t have anything to prove, if it’s going to 
happen, it’s going to happen.”

It happened.

Young skipped the opener at Aiken, foregoing two 
wins for Hendriks to ride two for Leslie at Warrenton 
Point-to-Point, but was quickly rolling as his main client, 
Voss, opened with an unusual early and electric start. 

Young won a maiden on Good Request for Voss 
at Camden. Mischief, Slaney Rock and Tizsilk swept 
three at Stoneybrook. Reveillon offered a late pickup 
win at Atlanta. Mischief won again at Middleburg. 
Arch Hero and Cornhusker contributed wins at Fox-
field. In Hendriks’ barn, Lake Placid added a score at 
the Virginia Gold Cup. Belarion bolstered the stanza 
with a maiden timber win at Winterthur. Triple Dip, 
a maiden, won the timber stakes at Nashville for Jim-
my Day. Hendriks dusted off Thermostat for a win 
at Willowdale. Mabou, Ballet Boy and Dance Faster 
provided a triple at Radnor. Church Service promised 
huge things with a runaway win at High Hope. 

Now that’s a spring – 16 wins. 
“Everything fell in place, if I was in trouble in a 

race, a gap opened. Having a huge advantage all the 
way helped, it took the pressure off,” Young said. 
“When Triple Dip ran at Oatlands (Point-to-Point), I 
told Jimmy I couldn’t ride him in the maidens because 
I had ones for Tom and some of our own, ‘If you aim 
this horse at Nashville, I promise I’ll ride him.’ And it 
worked out, it wasn’t something dreamt up the week-
end before.”

BY SEAN CLANCY Paddy Young
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
 112 27 20 17 $529,470

Third consecutive championship for transplanted Irishman. 
First to three-peat since John Cushman in 1983. Led through-
out while getting bulk of work from leading trainer Tom Voss 
and Ricky Hendriks. Also rode regularly for his wife Leslie. Won 
stakes with Triple Dip, G’day G’day and Wanganui. Won 100th 
career race in May at Virginia Gold Cup. 

See YOUNG page 43 
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Then the summer. Gulp. Young en-
dured a four-month winless skid, losing 
27 consecutive races. Brian Crowley, 
riding the guns of Jonathan Sheppard, 
closed the gap but still entered the fall 
well behind. Crowley missed time for a 
suspension and Young put the title on ice. 

Lake Placid won a cheap claimer 
at Colonial Downs. Class Mark won 
a claimer and Gustavian contributed 
20 percent of the winner’s share to the 
Youngs at Shawan Downs. Sir Dyna-
mite collected a maiden claimer at Fox-
field. Black Bag notched another maiden 
claimer at Virginia Fall. Farndale came 
through with a conditioned claimer 
win at Morven Park. Gustavian added 
another, taking an allowance at Aiken. 
Dance Faster won yet another claimer 
for Hendriks at Montpelier. G’day G’day 
upset the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. Muss-
iecoocoo obliged in the allowance tim-
ber. Wanganui, on his way to a 3-year-
old championship, made 27. Whew. 

“You depend on Tom for the stakes 
horses and maidens, depend on Ricky 
for the claimers, hopefully our horses 
step up, then I was lucky enough to 
get on horses for Jimmy Day and oth-
er mid-size trainers,” Young said. “If 
you’re not in, you can’t win, it worked 
out perfect, it just worked out perfect, I 
was riding for the right people all year. 
Winners make confidence. Every time 
you go out there, you think you can 
win, that makes you ride better, I won’t 
say invincible, but you just think every-
thing you ride can win.”

That’s exactly how Young rides, he 
gives every horse a chance. Patient, 
quiet, calculating, almost sympathetic 
to a horse, he’s transformed himself 
from natural-riding amateur to polished 
professional – with three titles. Young 
doesn’t drink, stays fit, works like a drill 
press and manages to be diplomatic in 
a game where bridges get burned and 
grudges get held with each overnight.

This fall, Young played three condi-
tioned claimers better than Ban Ki-moon. 

At Shawan Downs, Young was 
named on Farndale, for his main client 
Tom Voss. He was also named on Class 
Mark for Ricky Hendriks. The latter 
had won a point-to-point and was set 
up. Young took off Farndale and rode 
Class Mark. He won.

Two weeks later, Farndale was back 
in at Morven Park. Young was named 
on him and Dispute This for Hendriks. 
Young rode Farndale. He won. 

A month later, Dispute This was back 
in at Montpelier with Young named. He 
won. Three wins could have easily been 
zero wins. 

“Thank God for text messaging,” he 
said of his diplomacy.

As for a fourth title, can he stay 
healthy, hungry or good enough? 

“I take it day to day, the main thing 
is to stay in one piece and take it from 
there. Tom lost a lot of stakes horses 
this year so you’re hoping he can re-
stock, you hope Ricky can restock with 
the claimers, you hope our horses can 
do good,” Young said. “There aren’t 
many days off. But in all honesty, I feel 
rewarded for what I put into it, I don’t 
moan about the work. When you’re 
winning, it’s all worth it.”

Young –
 Continued from page 42

201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com
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Thank You for an 
Exciting Year

To trainer Ann Stewart and team for all 
the care and hard work, and for retiring 

the perpetual trophy at Piedmont 
with Incomplete’s third win.

And a special thanks to Mark Beecher  
for his win on Incomplete at the 
International Gold Cup and of  

course for not coming a cropper 
at Far Hills – what a recovery!

Bob Kinsley

Douglas Lees photo
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Thank you to the owners, trainers and my 
family who have supported me, but most of 

all to the HORSES who have made my 
year even more special.

– Paddy

Jim Graham photo

Back in 1994, we marveled at the performances of 
Warm Spell, Mistico, Lonesome Glory, Revelstoke and 
so on. The horses wowed us, at every step. All these 
years later, that’s still the best part of producing this 
newspaper. The amazing came early, late, often in 2011:

Tax Ruling stepped up when he needed to and won 
the Colonial Cup. Just when it looked like the season 
would dissolve into a vague, muddy, cloudy mess in 
terms of trying to crown a champion, the horse won 
the Colonial Cup. 

Black Jack Blues looked like just another European 
import when he arrived. Then he ran. Two starts, two 
wins, a Grade I, lots of dropped jaws.

Call him Underdog. When your stablemates are 
Tax Ruling and Black Jack Blues, it’s tough to find the 
spotlight. But Decoy Daddy was the only horse to win 
three jump stakes in 2011 – the Temple Gwathmey, 
Marcellus Frost and Noel Laing. In between, he fin-
ished second in the Imperial Cup and A.P. Smithwick.

Lake Placid won six races. Six. Two threes. A half-
dozen. Hadn’t been done in years. Demonstrative did 
his part to slay the jinx of the 3-year-old champion, 
crafting a season of eight top-three finishes in as many 
starts at age 4.

Look up stalwart or steadfast or dour in the equine 
dictionary and you’ll get a photo of All Together. In 
nine novice stakes over the past two years, he won 

twice, finished second four times and third twice. He 
lost by a nose (twice), a head and a half-length.

And now the nemesis. Complete Zen defeated All 
Together twice in 2011 – by a head at Atlanta and a 
nose at Radnor. 

Where do you start with this one? Mabou won by 
82 lengths. Then things got interesting. Claimed for 
$30,000 out of a dull fifth in an optional claimer at 
Saratoga, he upset the Grade I New York Turf Writers 
Cup for new steeplechasers Drawing Away Stable and 
David Jacobson. The horse took his people to Far Hills 
for the Grand National, but labored in the soft going. 
He’ll spend the winter in Riverhead, Long Island. 

Timber! Bon Caddo and Private Attack followed 
separate paths in the spring – winning twice each 
while showcasing the unique blend of abilities needed 
to race 3 and 4 miles at speed. Bon Caddo won the My 
Lady’s Manor and Virginia Gold Cup, Private Attack 
answered with the Grand National and Maryland 
Hunt Cup. By fall, they faced off in the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup – a timber championship in the balance. 
Bon Caddo finished second to preserve his lead. 

That’s the top 10. Fun, rich achievements on the 
race course for all to see. Beyond them lie plenty of 
others.

Sweet Shani came through twice at age 11. Coun-
try Cousin fought past Decoy Daddy in an allitera-
tion altercation at Aiken. Well Fashioned delivered for 
Bernie and Kate Dalton at Colonial Downs (to get the 
Virginia-bred bonus) and Maggie Bryant at Callaway 
Gardens (to get a stakes victory).

Here Comes Art conjured the magic of a gray horse 
and Saratoga into one of the feel-good moments of the 
year. Bred in New York, ridden by his trainer, flying 
along on the front end, he won and made us all smile. 

Still on the Saratoga theme, Royal Rossi and Baltic 

Shore put on a show that lasted until the final inch 
with the former snatching victory from the latter with 
one last lunge. Tough beat for the loser. Impossible 
score for the winner.

Delta Park gave Irish jockey Joey Elliott a timber 
win at Far Hills. Italian Wedding spoke up for under-
studies everywhere at Saratoga. Cuse won three times 
while making 10 starts. Mr. Hot Stuff hinted at abil-
ity to match his looks. Gustavian brought Hickory 
Tree Farm back to the winner’s circle. Won Wild Bird 
became a stakes winner, and made us think of Bruce 
Haynes and Rowdy Irishman – both gone too soon.

Music To My Ears and Robbie Walsh found a way 
to communicate, without a bit, in two timber wins. 
Rainiero won three times, including career win 200 
for jockey Matt McCarron. Green Velvet ran away 
from everyone at Fair Hill. Triple Dip survived a war 
in Nashville’s timber race. Wanganui summoned mem-
ories of big sister Guelph, Lapseng, Jonathan Kiser.

Now start planning for more in 2012.

Thanksgiving before Christmas
Tom Voss assistant M.J. Kirwan lived through the 

best and worst at the Colonial Cup – winning a race 
with 3-year-old Wanganui, watching Your Sum Man 
pull up with an injury and gut-wrenchingly losing 
Mussiecoocoo to a fatal fall in the timber race.

But she got help. Veterinarian Dr. Jeff Witwer re-
sponded to the injuries, like they were his horses.

“It’s his job and you thank him when he does it, 
but he’s always helping people out and he came to my 
rescue twice at Camden,” Kirwan said. “He was right 
there when Mussiecoocoo got hurt and he rode back 
in the ambulance with Your Sum Man. He’s always 
there when you need him and it’s very much appreci-
ated.”

by Joe Clancy

theoutsiderail Awe Horses

http://worktoride.net/
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It’s that time of year again – time to deck the halls, 
turn out the horses and dream of sugarplums. 

Here’s my wish list for steeplechasing in 2012. 

A trip to Cheltenham for an American horse. 
A proper return for Augustin Stable.
A way to avoid bowed tendons.
A better election process for the NSA board of di-

rectors.
A sponsorship boon for all race meets.
A reduction of entry fees (no charge for any runner 

after third). 
An outside source of revenue for the sport as a 

whole, to offset that change.
Another Warm Spell.
An all-weather surface for all the little trainers.
A speedy recovery for Roddy Mackenzie.
A better year-end party, with a band and pizzazz, a 

celebration. 
A steeplechase-only barn at Saratoga. 
A happy and enriching life for Kristin Fischer.

A vault for Blythe Miller-Davies’ tackbag (as much 
as we liked your return, it scares us). 

An Eclipse Award for Tax Ruling.
A barn full of horses for Eddie Graham, Kate Dal-

ton, Cyril Murphy and Ted Thompson.
A competitor at the top for Irv Naylor. 
A competitor at the top for Paddy Young.
A return for Slip Away. 
A title for Richard Valentine.
A productive and imaginative second term for NSA 

president Guy Torsilieri.
A foxhunting career for Dictina’s Boy.
A couple of new meets.
A cure for Paul Rowland. 

Wishful Thinking
Tod Marks

Break Time. The 2011 season ended with the Colonial Cup in November. Complete Zen – and the rest of the horses – will be 
out in the field thinking about March.

TIMES EDITORIAL

Election process
a problem – still

The National Steeplechase Association took 
its members for granted – again. The 2011 elec-
tion for five open spots on the NSA board of 
directors featured five candidates. 

Five open spots. Five nominees. 
This after a 2010 election letter that “strong-

ly” recommended certain candidates. Those 
aren’t elections, and neither was the one that 
went 5-for-5 in 2009. 

The point has been made to the NSA board 
over the past several years that this practice is 
not appreciated and, still, the same approach has 
been pushed again this year. And the NSA board 
wants people to participate? To join? To spend 
money? To support causes and work to improve 
the sport? As Ricky Watters said, “For who, for 
what?” 

Some will say there aren’t enough people 
interested in taking a more active role and we 
agree. But aren’t pseudo elections part of the 
problem? 

Board membership is restricted to NSA 
patron members (about 200 people). Each 
fall, the NSA president appoints a nominating 
committee. That committee sends a letter to all 
the patron members, announcing that they are 
accepting nominations for the board. The patron 
members are supposed to contact the committee 
with suggestions and the nominating commit-
tee is responsible for forming a list of possible 
candidates. The ballot/list goes to all the NSA 
members (patron and otherwise). The members 
vote. 

So why only five candidates for five slots?
Are there really not enough qualified/willing 

people in the patron member pool to come up 
with more nominees than spots? Did committee 
members solicit every patron member? Seems 
like they should, just to come up with six names. 
If the nominating committee can’t come up with 
six qualified people, then something needs to be 
changed. 

The nominating committee or process needs 
to be revamped (or at least needs to be more 
proactive in finding possible candidates). If this 
can’t be done, or doesn’t need to be done, then 
the only other logical solution is to broaden the 
qualifications for being a board member. Open 
it to members, licensees and race meet directors. 
Let’s say the five nominees are that qualified 
(and we’re not arguing they’re not), then they’ll 
be elected anyway, but suddenly the process will 
look legitimate rather than farcical. 

The sport suffers from a perception problem. 
How many times has is it been called an old 
boys’ network, a closed shop? Let’s just say, 
often. We don’t agree or disagree with that no-
tion but we do think the only way to quell those 
criticisms is to change the approach. If someone 
criticizes you for being stingy, you should prob-
ably try to give them something. If someone 
criticizes you for being angry, try smiling. If 
someone criticizes you for spitting, stop spitting.  
Or get used to hearing from critics.

The perception is the NSA board choreo-
graphs its own makeup, rather than allowing 
NSA members to choose their representatives. 
When there are equal numbers of nominees and 
open spots . . . and when you strongly recom-
mend certain candidates  in what is supposed to 
be an election – it’s difficult to argue. 

The Last Fence... Editorial, Opinion, Comments & Columns

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy

See INSIDE page 47 

At year’s end, a gift list for steeplechasing
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Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

A longer and better tenure in steeplechasing for Lake Placid’s 
breeders/owners Bert and Diana Firestone. 

A happy, easy home for Class Mark.
A cheap, easy, high-quality, all-inclusive way for live (and archive) 

video streaming of all races. 
A couple of new flat owners to get into steeplechasing (there was 

a time when Tax Ruling would have run over jumps for the Phipps 
family). 

A happy retirement for Westbound Road and Flying Contraption.
A summer of soft ground on the farm and big fields at Saratoga. 
A proper steeplechase training center, like Camden, somewhere 

in the northeast.
An afterlife for Jorge Torres.
A return to the old fences for the Colonial and Carolina Cups 

(though we understand why they’re gone).
Another champion for Janet Elliot.
An NSA race (with a $5,000 purse) at every point-to-point.
A speedy recovery for Richard 

Boucher.
A cohesive working agreement/

arrangement, utilizing the National 
Steeplechase Foundation, the Temple 
Gwathmey Fund and the National Stee-
plechase Association (while I’m at it, 
world peace). 

A couple of young, talented, deter-
mined American-born jockeys. 

A way to run more maiden races 
(split them as often as possible) so we 
can graduate horses and reward inves-
tors quicker. 

A condition book which includes 
high-priced maiden claimers.

Another meet like Far Hills. 
Another young stallion like Dynafor-

mer.
A younger, more viable string for 

Teddy Mulligan.
An annual Dorothy Smithwick Me-

morial Stakes at Virginia Fall.
An injury-free season for Gus Dahl.
An I-have-arrived season for Will 

Haynes.
A sunset for Matt McCarron (right 

after tying Chip Miller).
A maiden win for Worried Man.
A bag of oats and a left-turn lane for 

Lake Placid.
A foal for Sweet Shani, eventually.
A moderate amount of rain before 

Far Hills. 
A lush green field for Your Sum Man, 

Sur La Tete and Mixed Up.
An open stakes win for Demonstra-

tive, All Together and Wanganui.
An endowment for the High Hope 

Races. 
Another Good Night Shirt (who I 

don’t sell this time!).
A revitalized midwest circuit like the 

old days.
An NSA win for Mary Motion.
A steeplethon win for Brands Hatch 

and another one for Swimming River.
Another jumper for the Elkstone 

Group.
A plethora of claims. 
A Maryland Hunt Cup with more 

than three finishers. 
A proper steeplechase division for 

the Bonifaces.
A return of Mr. Hot Stuff, Bubble 

Economy and Country Cousin.
A new battalion of fillies and mares. 
A Saratoga return of Mabou.
A big Maryland timber win for Tara 

Elmore.
Another good claimer for Dave 

Washer. 
A better year picking winners so I 

can avenge my defeat to Joe this year.

. . . And to all a good night.

Inside –
 Continued from page 46

 op stables are made, not born. 

 That’s why they put their trust in the 

best trainers, veterinarians, farriers and 

products.  Like the Horseshoer’s Secret® brand.

 

Certified farriers make a difference. Highly 

skilled and trained, certified American 

Farriers Association members are among the 

best hoof care professionals in the business.

 

Guaranteed to get results, Horseshoer’s Secret® 

products are the official products of the 

American Farriers Association.  Choose the products 

trusted by the farriers that top stables rely on.
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Guess who’s turning 3. . .
Happy Birthday, Miles. 

http://forgottencats.org/index.php
http://www.farnamhorse.com/
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