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Slip into Something Southern
and Come to Camden
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Flying Your Way!

Based in Wilmington, Delaware
• 7 passenger freshly refurbished Citation jet
• Aviation Research Group “Gold” rating
• Flight Safety Gold pilots
• We own and operate our jet
Contact us at 1-866-FLY-JETUS Air Carrier Certificate JU4A765K

www.flyjetus.com

News & Notes from around the circuit

Did You Notice?
• Custom saddle towels – with names – for the Pennsylvania Hunt 
Cup. Beautiful.

• Montpelier’s commemorative 75th anniversary program. Great 
photos, wonderful history.

• Former champion jockey Blythe Miller taking in the sights and 
sounds at the Breeders’ Cup at Santa Anita – she even played hot-
walker for ex-boss Jonathan Sheppard.

Take A Number
62: Minutes between victories in the Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile with 
Furthest Land and the Noel Laing steeplechase stakes with Slip 
Away for owners Ken and Sarah Ramsey.

Worth Repeating
“It was kind of like taking my kids to Chuck E. Cheese; he just 
wanted to go as fast as he could.”

Trainer Lilith Boucher, when discussing Class Bopper’s 
headstrong mentality early in his 4-year-old season.

“They didn’t fly over the ocean and across the continent to have 
dinner.”

John Shirreffs, trainer of Zenyatta, 
about the Europeans’ chances at the Breeders’ Cup

“We’ll see.”
Shirreffs, asked if he had made any mistakes with Zenyatta,
before the undefeated mare won the Breeders’ Cup Classic, 

“She can be easy to ride and she also can be very difficult. She wants 
to do what she wants to do, she might want to go that way and I want 
to go this way, one of those things, we try to reach a happy medium 
without getting too strong or too aggressive with her, but when she’s 
sweet, she’s real sweet. Well, you been around women.”

Steve Willard, exercise rider for Zenyatta

“It will be a sad say, the barn’s not the same without him, it’s so 
quiet, because he never shuts up, it’s going to be a very sad day 
but he deserves it. We’ve ordered a bus, everybody at Churchill, 
wants to see him breed a mare for the first time. God bless the 
person that’s going to walk him down there.”

Helen Pitts, trainer of Einstein, about his retirement

“They won’t let me.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard on why 

he wasn’t hotwalking his Breeders’ Cup string 
of Forever Together, Informed Decision and Cloudy’s Knight

“I had a little problem with my weight (on the flat), I soon realized 
after a few rides over jumps that it was much easier to go for a jog 
around the track and hop in the (hot) box instead of riding around 
there. It’s a tough life, one I really enjoyed for the season I did it.”

Irish flat rider Johnny Murtagh, at the Breeders’ Cup, 
about his season spent riding over jumps

“I never show him the first fence, just let him look at the country-
side and do what he wants.”

Jockey Diana Gillam on the exploits of Dr. Ramsey, 
who has been known to hold up the start

“I don’t think so. He moves like two men in a horse suit.”
Flat trainer Tim Hills asked if a horse would make a jumper 

“This is old school.”
Jockey Paddy Young while leading Evarts 

to the paddock, minutes after winning 
the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup aboard Erin Go Bragh

“I didn’t realize they walked so much.”
Young, as he walked around the paddock

“They’re just a hint.”
Trainer Lizzie Merryman, 

on the saddle towel/program number confusion at Montpelier

“Can you pony my father-in-law to the start?”
Trainer Joe Davies, to the jockeys exiting the paddock before 
the flat race at the Hunt Cup; His father-in-law, trainer Bruce 

Miller, was having a difficult time with a lead pony

“The horse and rider have to weigh a certain amount together and 
if the horse is a litttle bit light the jockey has to carry more.”

A would-be racing expert,
 explaining why jockeys must weigh before and after a race

“I have to call my owner and tell him his horse won . . . Well, I 
guess I have to call and tell him he ran first.”

Trainer Tom Voss, about Ken Ramsey 
after Slip Away won the Noel Laing at Montpelier

“It looks like heaven.”
Nolan Clancy, 8, about the Mormon Temple 

next to the Beltway on the way to Montpelier

Tod Marks
In Formation. Despite losing their jockeys, gray stablemates Won Wild Bird and Shady Valley (left) keep pace with 
Patriot’s Path over a timber fence in the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

Annual Meeting
2 p.m. Friday, November 20 

at Camden Country Club, Camden, South Carolina
Open to all SOTA members and NSA licensees/members

Guest Speaker: Equine Law Expert Joel B. Turner
Discussing: Business Planning, Choice of Entity, 

Asset Protection from Third-Party Liabilities 
and How to Avoid the Hobby/Loss Trap.

For information, contact Laura Shull (803) 427-4326
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. The fall season turns the corner with racing at autumn fixtures Callaway Gardens, 
Montpelier and the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. Slip Away got back on the beam with a front-running victory in 
the Noel Laing, Class Bopper showcased his 3-year-old form with a novice stakes score at Callaway and Erin 
Go Bragh survived a tough Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 5-6

It’s Cup Time
Looking to brush up on all the potential starters for this year’s Colonial Cup? We did 
it for you, with some insight into the nomination list (including Pierrot Lunaire, left) 
and quotes from those who will saddle them in the season’s final Grade I.

Pages 8-9

He’s Backkkk
Matt McCarron called it a career after falling at Palm Beach to close out 2008. After 
almost a year away from the hurdle scene he’s back, on his own terms, and looking 
forward to closing out his career the right way.

Pages 10-12

C is for Callaway
Class Bopper and Confined got the job done in Georgia, taking the co-features at 
Callaway Gardens while showing they are major stakes threats in 2009 and be-
yond.

Pages 20-22

And Then There Was One
Erin Go Bragh took the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup through equal parts attrition and tal-
ent. Maggie Bryant’s 10-year-old was the only one standing after a raucous 4 miles 
through the Unionville countryside.

Page 16-18

Starting Anew
Slip Away saw his six-race win streak end over the summer but showed in his Noel 
Laing romp that he’s fully capable of starting another one.
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Times

With a history that goes back to 1970 – and pretty 
much every big name in American jump racing – the 
Colonial Cup settles arguments, provides thrills and 
crowns champions. The $100,000 Grade I is poised 
to do so again this year as trainers nominated 13 to 
the Nov. 21 race. Entries close Nov. 17, but ST took 
a look at the list – and the potential championship 
implications involved.

Best Attack (owner: Octoraro Stable, trainer: Bruce Miller)
Veteran homebred punches the clock for big races like a good 

soldier, but hasn’t won a race since 2007. Eleven consecutive loss-
es don’t instill confidence but this appears to be the easiest Co-
lonial Cup field he’s faced. It was just a year ago when he jumped 
the last with the great Good Night Shirt before tiring to be third. 
Tough, reliable and game. Not the most dynamic or scintillating 
choice at this point of his career but at least he shows up every 
time. 

Miller: “It will be some confrontation between the five Grade I 
winners. Off the flat race at Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, he ran a very 
good race year, he was right there but was unlucky at the last. He’s 
as good as I can have him. He’s ready.”

Strength: Been there, done that. 
Weakness: Been there, done that.

Chess Board (Eldon Farm; Brookhill Farm, David Bourke)
A forgotten horse until this fall when he revitalized his career 

with an upset win at Virginia Fall, albeit against weaker, and a de-
cent run in the Noel Laing when second to Slip Away. Changed 
trainers since victory at Virginia Fall and faces an acid test. Expe-
rienced over different types of fences and has miles under his belt 
but still seems a notch below most of these.

Bourke: “The owners want to go full speed ahead, I wish there 
was a slightly better place to go rather than take on the heavy 
heads at level weights but he ran well at Montpelier, I know Slip 
Away won by many but there were some nice horses behind him.
Dougie (Fout) had the horse 100 percent when I got him so I give 
as much praise to him for how the horse has done and if he does 
any good in the Colonial Cup, he deserves the credit.”

Strength: Fresh and in form. 
Weakness: Never vanquished Grade I foes.

Mixed Up (Bill Pape, Jonathan Sheppard)
Things went awry after a perfectly managed spring and sum-

mer. Homebred ran in the Turf Writers, under duress from Shep-
pard, and seems to have struggled to recover from that drubbing. 
Arrived like a winner in the Lonesome Glory but failed to see it out. 
Natural 2-miler seems to flatten when the furlongs keep coming.

Sheppard: “I could see the poor run in the Turf Writers be-
cause I didn’t really want to run but I was disappointed in the 
Belmont race. He was doing good and doing things easily and 
then just stalled late. They went so slow that day and when four or 
five of them quickened it might have caught him by surprise. He’s 
nice and healthy and sound and working well so I see no reason 
not to run him.” 

Strength: Freshened since Belmont. 
Weakness: Distance seems beyond his means.

Clash in
Carolina

Tod Marks
The Colonial Cup field could include Your Sum Man (center), Tax Ruling (blinkers) and Sweet Shani (right) among others.

Stakes stars prepare
for title-deciding tussle

COLONIAL CUP PREVIEW

See ColoNial Cup page 6 
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Pals Pride (Kevin Pallister)
The answer to a trivia question – name the 3-year-old cham-

pion who was still around at age 10? Veteran has picked some 
easy spots this year and has continued to reward his loyal owner/
trainer/breeder, but whoa, this is the Colonial Cup. Tough assign-
ment for a tough campaigner who’s won six career races. Hard to 
see him threatening top tier but if there was ever a time to take a 
shot, this is the year.

Pallister: “He’s got two options. In the starter allowance he’d 
carry top weight so I’m leaning toward taking a shot for $100,000 
in the Cup, try to get a piece of it. We’ve had torrential rain down 
here, he should like that. The plan all fall was to take a shot at a 
race like this. He got sick after Foxfield and had to miss Far Hills 
but he’s had two runs since then and should be 100 percent fit.”

Strength: Experienced. 
Weakness: Experienced against claimers.

Pierrot Lunaire (the Estate of Calvin Houghland, Miller)
Upset winner of the Iroquois in May makes his third start in 

U.S. Effort in the Grand National (fifth) proved to be a little flat 
especially considering he should have relished the ground. Having 
said that, he was well off the pace and no one closed. Tightened 
the screws with a flat win at Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, which stifled 
any fitness questions and boosted confidence. Enigmatic.

Miller: “After having all summer off I probably should have 
given him another flat race before the Grand National. I was disap-
pointed, but I was happy with the flat race at the Hunt Cup and 
he came out of it well. He’s not as seasoned as some of the oth-
ers, the fences will be a little different, I’ll be apprehensive until 
we school him down there. I think he’s quick enough, we worked 
(Wednesday) and I was on Best Attack, and Becky (Dang) was on 
Pierrot, she had a ton more than I did. It will be an exciting day, I 
wouldn’t be surprised if the one who gets the best trip wins. It’s 
the best race we have and it should be the championship race.”

Strength: The only horse to beat Good Night Shirt in eons.
Weakness: Grand National raised questions.

Red Letter Day (Greg Hawkins, Janet Elliot)
Life got a lot easier for the Lonesome Glory winner when Gen-

eral Ledger went back to Norway. Hassled on the front end for the 
better part of the Grand National but still managed to hang tough 
to be fourth. Sweeping Colonial Cup course doesn’t lend itself to 
front-runners, well unless they’re the likes of Flat Top and Victo-
rian Hill, but has proven he stays a long way under the worst of 
scenarios. Needs a break or two but not without a chance.

Elliot: “He seems on target. It’s a tough race, well, it’s an even 
race. Unless Voss’ horse is a lot better than the rest of us, it’s 
a fairly comparable group. One of those things where you could 
finish second or finish sixth. When the big guns went out of the 
way, the second group became the big guns. I expect he likes a flat 
course better than the hills but I really don’t know that. He ran in 
the Carolina Cup and ran a strange kind of race, dropped back and 
then all of a sudden was still there. You never know.”

Strength: Jumps and gallops. 
Weakness: Tough place to make all the running.

Slip Away (Ken Ramsey, Tom Voss)
Maybe the toughest horse in training. Makes his fourth start of 

the fall after toying with Noel Laing rivals at Montpelier. Could land 
a nice stalking spot behind Red Letter Day and get first run on the 
deep closers Spy In The Sky and Pierrot Lunaire. Hard to see him 
winning but hard to toss him as well.

Voss: “He wants to run off and he never really stops. He can 
get jumping so good that he can just drag horses and that can 
work around there. We’ll take a shot.”

Strength: Relentless galloper jumps and always tries. 
Weakness: Has never been this far; needs breaks to go his way.

Spy In The Sky (Randleston Farm, Jimmy Day)
Day wisely skipped the Grand National at Far Hills and picked 

out an allowance race at Aqueduct. He won it and comes here fit 
and confident. Upset winner of the Turf Writers and quietly ran a 
huge one in the Lonesome Glory (fourth, beaten 3 1/4 lengths). 
Amazingly after nine runs (flat and jump) this year, he’s still the 
now horse. 

Day: “He’s doing well, he’s looking forward to Camden he told 
me. In retrospect, his race at Belmont might have been his best 
race, there was no pace, he had come wide and he gave away 
weight, he showed a lot of heart. The flat race was perfect, I need-
ed another race in him and didn’t want to go to Montpelier. Run-
ning at Far Hills would have been a waste of time on the ground, 
he needs good, fast ground. It should set up well for him, I hope 
Tommy (Voss) runs Slip Away in there to ensure a respectable 
pace, he’s got the toe to be anywhere and the turn of foot. He’s at 
the top of his game.”

Strength: Fresh, and proven he can go toe to toe with best.
Weakness: Loses his main man Liam McVicar to injury (though 

Day said leading  jockey Paddy Young took the call).

Sweet Shani (the Estate of Calvin Houghland, Sheppard)
Returned from a long layoff and burner stayed lit for a long 

way in the Grand National before fitness took its toll over the soft 
turf. Wheeled back in three weeks at Callaway and just missed by 
a nose against stablemate and streaking Confined in the Crown 
Royal. That marked just the second time she’s run against fillies 
and mares since coming here in 2007. Returns for her third jump 
start in five weeks but could still be improving for Sheppard. Has 
never been worse than fourth when ridden by Xavier Aizpuru. The 
sleeper.

Sheppard: “I think the run at Callaway was an important result 
because we needed to know if she was ready to move on to the 
Colonial Cup or not. Now with Far Hills and this run behind her, 
she should be set for a good effort. At Far Hills she ran a big race 
and even Xavier thought she was in with a winning chance right 
up until heading into the stretch. She just got a little tired that day, 
but off of 18 months layoff that was a pretty good effort and she 
still seems to be moving forward.”

Strength: Distance shouldn’t be a concern. 
Weakness: Playing catch up all fall.

Tax Ruling (Irv Naylor, Desmond Fogarty)
In his first season out of the novice ranks, he accounted for the 

best American-bred finish over the soft turf in the Grand National 
when third behind two Euros. Willie Dowling took him off the pace, 
at least a notch or two, that day and could land the same trip again. 
Hasn’t beaten anything but novices in 12-race career but if he can 
improve from the Grand National . . . bred for it and still could be 
on the upswing.

Fogarty: “I think he’ll run his race down there. I thought he ran 
well in the Grand National, a good solid old race, he was beaten by 
better horses on the day. He handled the ground better than most 
but the Europeans had an advantage over that ground. I’m hoping 
he’ll get home better on the surface at Camden. It’s a tough course 
to make the running on, I think we’ll be sitting third or fourth. He 
couldn’t be doing any better, he’ll like the distance, he’s in good 
form and he’ll like the big, galloping course.”

Strength: Rated in the Grand National which will help here.
Weakness: Still unproven against the best stakes horses.

Three Carat (Sheppard)
Sheppard homebred actually had some wiseguys looking for 

the upset in the Grand National but was never traveling over the 
bog that day. Inexplicably came back to fail against the lightly re-
garded Cuse at Callaway. Thinking it through, big galloper wouldn’t 
benefit from tight, firm course at Callaway. Deep in his form, he 
owns big runs against Good Night Shirt, Hirapour and McDynamo. 
Count him out at your own risk.

Sheppard: “I didn’t like the thought of running a horse in a big 
race like the Colonial Cup after (the bad run at Far Hills) so that’s 
why I ran him at Callaway. They went pretty fast and he just gal-
loped around out there and running 3 1/8 miles should set him up 
well for a little cutback at Camden. He jumped well and galloped 
strong to the finish so he should be in good shape.”

Strength: Hall of Famer in his wheelhouse.
Weakness: Hasn’t won a race since 2005. Yes, 2005.

Your Sum Man (The Fields Stable, Voss)
Rocked the sport with an upset victory in the Grand National 

when everything went his way. Relished soft ground, capitalized 
on a perfect pace scenario in front of him and dug it out with a 
tough, grinding effort. Now, the questions arise. Is he that good? 
Can he duplicate it on firm turf? How will he handle a flat, free-
wheeling course?

Voss: “Different day, different ground, same horse. I don’t know 
how he’ll handle everything, but he’s jumped big fences before and 
he came out of that race great. I can’t leave him in the barn.”

Strength: Proved he can do it.
Weakness: Winner of two races in career, both on soft turf.

Zozimus (Dale Thiel, Britt Graham)
Local connections swing for the fences with a hard-trying over-

achiever. Fresh off a win against lesser at Montpelier, he tackles 
Grade I foes for the first time. Rarely runs a bad race and distance 
shouldn’t hurt, still, a formidable task for a horse who’s run eight 
times over jumps this year – all against far milder competition.

Graham: “I’m running if everything continues to go as it has 
been. My theory is he wants to go long and there’s no other race 
for him. It’s either this or put him away for the year and when 
they’re right I don’t see the point of putting them away. If they’re 
right, you might as well take a shot. It’s a little crazy but I think he’s 
a much better horse than he was in the spring and Tax Ruling beat 
him a neck in the spring and he’s in there.”

Strength: Fresh off a win and bred to go this far.
Weakness: He’s never faced this kind.

The race obviously has championship ramifications and a win 
by Mixed Up, Pierrot Lunaire, Red Letter Day, Spy In The Sky or 
Your Sum Man would likely clinch an Eclipse Award. Each owns a 
single Grade I victory. 

– Compiled by Sean Clancy, 
Brian Nadeau and Joe Clancy

Colonial Cup –
 Continued from page 5
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................92 18 12 12 $338,643 .20 
Xavier Aizpuru ...................75 13 13 11 376,859 .17
Jody Petty .........................89 12 12 9 300,349 .14
Danielle Hodsdon ..............72 11 12 12 413,299 .15
Robbie Walsh ....................85 11 8 7 267,460 .13
Jacob Roberts ...................37 8 3 5 87,725 .22
Bernie Dalton ....................48 7 7 6 266,445 .15
Darren Nagle .....................35 7 2 3 200,075 .20
Jeff Murphy .......................43 7 1 3 100,100 .16
Padge Whelan ...................38 6 10 5 138,250 .16

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jack Fisher ......................102 21 17 18 $587,872 .21
Tom Voss ..........................94 20 22 8 775,963 .21
Jonathan Sheppard .........100 15 15 17 576,571 .15
Desmond Fogarty ..............42 9 1 5 250,675 .21
Doug Fout .........................73 7 7 7 212,368 .10
Sanna Hendriks .................35 7 7 3 158,031 .20
Janet Elliot ........................25 7 4 3 208,670 .28
Richard Valentine ..............51 6 3 5 163,950 .12
Ricky Hendriks ..................23 6 2 4 64,200 .26 
Jimmy Day ........................30 4 6 5 130,490 .13

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
The Fields Stable ...............12 4 4 0 $292,000 .33
Irv Naylor ..........................64 10 2 7 277,025 .16
Calvin Houghland ..............38 4 9 5 258,716 .11
Bill Pape ............................32 7 1 5 218,995 .22
Sonny Via ..........................18 3 3 4 180,250 .17
Maggie Bryant ...................28 3 2 4 118,232 .11
Ken and Sarah Ramsey .....13 6 1 0 113,115 .46
Greg Hawkins ......................4 1 0 0 112,160 .25
Gil Johnston ......................27 5 0 6 109,325 .19
Randleston Farm ...............17 2 2 3 106,540 .12

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Your Sum Man (ire) ............1 1 0 0 $150,000 1.00
Left Unsaid ..........................6 3 2 0 137,700 .50
Mixed Up .............................7 3 1 1 124,495 .43
Red Letter Day ....................4 1 0 0 112,160 .25
Pierrot Lunaire ....................2 1 0 0 100,000 .50
Tricky Me ............................7 2 2 1 97,500 .29
Tax Ruling ...........................5 2 0 1 88,500 .40
Dynaski ...............................3 1 2 0 83,508 .33
Slip Away ............................7 3 1 0 80,115 .43
Spy In The Sky ....................6 1 0 0 78,540 .17

Timber Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Patriot’s Path .......................6 3 0 2 $73,500 .60
Erin Go Bragh (nz) ...............6 2 0 2 53,100 .33
Irish Prince (nz) ...................6 2 2 0 48,100 .33
Salmo ..................................2 1 0 0 47,000 .50
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 46,050 .33

Fillies/Mares (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Confined ..............................3 2 0 1 $53,000 .67
Dynaskill .............................6 1 1 2 44,900 .17
Moon Dolly (gb)...................6 1 3 0 38,600 .17

Novice Hurdle Horses (Money Won)
Started 2009 as maidens

 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Left Unsaid ..........................6 3 2 0 $137,700 .50
Tricky Me ............................7 2 2 1 97,500 .29
You The Man .......................6 2 0 1 68,250 .33

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH NOVEMBER 20
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Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Two-time champion jockey Matt 
McCarron returned to the saddle at 
the Montpelier Hunt Races Nov. 7, rid-
ing twice over hurdles and winning a 
training flat race in his first competitive 
mounts in nearly a year.

McCarron, 38, injured his neck in 
a fall with Orison in the 2008 season’s 
final jump race at Palm Beach Nov. 29 
and announced his retirement shortly 
thereafter. The retirement ended when 
the jockey rode Atrium (fifth over hur-
dles), London Grove (pulled up over 
hurdles) and Love Colony (a training-
flat winner) at Montpelier. 

“It felt great to be back riding a race 
and I had a blast,” McCarron said. “The 
response has been neat and I’m excited 
about coming back.”

For a change, McCarron could do 
without all the attention.

“I used to thrive on it but I wanted 
to keep it quiet at first,” he said. “I’m 
doing this for me, not anyone else and 
I’d rather it all quiet down. I’m riding 

races again, riding horses again and lik-
ing what I do.”

Champion in 2003 and 2004, Mc-
Carron has 187 career steeplechase 
victories – ninth on the all-time list. He 
plans to ride the rest of this season, and 
pursue a full schedule in 2010. Since 
last year, McCarron has rehabbed his 
neck and pursued non-riding opportu-
nities while working as an exercise rider 
at Fair Hill Training Center and other 
locations. Time spent exercising horses 
prompted thoughts of the comeback.

“I tried my hand at a few things and 
either I’d have to relocate or I wasn’t 
qualified,” he said. “I’ve been gallop-
ing horses and I’ve hit the ground a few 
times. The bottom line is if I’m going to 
get falls for my weekly paycheck I may 
as well ride races.”

McCarron hopes to use a return to 
racing as an impetus for a new career 
and a chance to build up some savings 
and close the book on a jockey career – 
on his terms.

“Why am I coming back? Because I 
think I can still do it and I’m bored,” he 

said. “This gives me an opportunity to 
put some money away to see if I’m go-
ing to go to school or whatever. I think 
I can still compete. I was at peace with 
the decision (to retire) but it wasn’t re-
ally my decision. Something triggered 
and I decided to come back.”

McCarron got an immediate re-
sponse from horsemen with the three 
rides at Montpelier and a chance to 
school horses. Ricky Hendriks gave 
McCarron a leg up on Love Colony 
when Jake Chalfin was injured slightly 
earlier in the day. McCarron is work-
ing for trainer Neil Morris in Virginia 
and plans to ride first-call for the stable 
next year, while also selectively choos-
ing other mounts. 

Ridgely White dies at 82
Longtime steeplechase trainer Ridge-

ly White died Nov. 2 at 82. Based near 
Middleburg, Va., White trained for Paul 
Mellon’s famed Rokeby Stable for many 
years, and also picked up major victories 
for other clients including a Colonial 
Cup win with Sailor’s Clue in 1980.

White’s success for Rokeby came 
with major timber horses Mongogo and 
Chapel Street (who won back-to-back 
runnings of the Virginia Gold Cup in 
1974 and 1975). Another timber star, 
Leeds Don, won three consecutive Gold 
Cups for White and owner Zeke Fergu-
son. Leeds Don won the NSA timber 
championship in 1965 and 1966.

In 1980, Sailor’s Clue outran Irish in-
vader Corrib Chieftain and 1979 cham-
pion Martie’s Anger to capture the Co-
lonial Cup for White and owner Rodion 
Cantacuzene. Current trainer Doug Fout 
rode the winner, one of just five 4-year-
olds to capture the classic, who scored 
by a nose. White also won the 1969 Vir-
ginia Gold Cup with Annual Meeting. 
White just missed winning the 1973 Co-
lonial Cup when Rokeby’s Dream Magic 
finished third in a photo behind Lucky 
Boy and Soothsayer. White’s last NSA 
runner came in 2002.

White was predeceased by his wife, 
Mary, and by a son, Mike. He is sur-
vived by a son Tim, Tim’s wife Alix and 
two grandsons. The family requests that 
rememberances be made to Middleburg 
Rescue or the Middleburg Humane 
Foundation.

Douglas Lees
Matt McCarron steers Love Colony home in a training flat race at Montpelier.

Comebacker
Two-time jockey champ McCarron 
returns to race-riding at Montpelier

By jOE CLANCy

 Steeplechase News
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Chasing Championships
As the season heads to its final two meets (the Colonial Cup Nov. 21 and Palm Beach Nov. 28), 
it’s time to talk championships. The NSA crowns winners in a variety of divisions, and most are 
technically still in the air – congratulations Patriot’s Path. A few are quite intriguing.

Leading Horse: With the $100,000 Colonial Cup looming Nov. 21 at Camden, the race for 
leading horse is still very much up for grabs. The Fields Stable’s Your Sum Man, off his upset win 
in the Grand National, leads the way with $150,000, which ranks him ahead of stablemate Left 
Unsaid ($137,700 but sitting out the remainder of the year) and potential Colonial Cup rivals Mixed 
Up ($124,495), Red Letter Day ($112,160) and Pierrot Lunaire ($100,000). With $60,000 to the 
winner and $18,000 to second, several winning scenarios for Your Sum Man can still play out at 
Camden, most notably if he wins the race or if any of his championship rivals fail to do so. The 
NSA presents its Lonesome Glory leading horse award to the horse with the most earnings. The 
official championship goes to the Eclipse Award winner in a vote of racing media and officials.

Timber Champion: Patriot’s Path has clinched his first timber title for Irv Naylor and Desmond 
Fogarty. The 9-year-old son of Carnivalay holds an insurmountable lead with $73,500, due in large 
part to his win in the Mason Houghland at Nashville in May. After winning just once in his first 39 
career starts Patriot’s Path won three of his first four timber starts this spring to jump out to a lead 
he would never relinquish.

Filly/Mare Champion: Confined’s late season surge has put her on top for Sherry Fenwick 
and Jonathan Sheppard but she’s a tenuous leader at best. The 5-year-old has streaked to the 
lead based on wins in the Peapack-Guelph at Far Hills and the Crown Royal at Callaway Gardens. 
She sits in first with $53,000, ahead of Dynaskill ($44,900) and Moon Dolly ($38,600). The last 
restricted filly/mare race of the year is Palm Beach’s $25,000 race Nov. 28 and with $15,000 to 
the winner the title seems destined to be up for grabs until the last hurdle. An interesting wild 
card to the divisional race is Sweet Shani, who was nosed out by stablemate Confined at Callaway 
but heads to the Colonial Cup as a logical contender against the boys. Should she take down the 
$60,000 first-place prize she’ll vault to the lead, eliminate everyone but Confined from the running 
and force that rival to win at Palm Beach.

Leading Jockey: With just two meets left Paddy Young has all but sewn up his first jockeys’ 
title. The Irishman leads two-time defending champion Xavier Aizpuru 18-13, with Jody Petty third 
with 12 wins. For the record, 10 jump races remain on the calendar.

Leading Trainer: Jack Fisher and Tom Voss battled until the season’s last day in 2008 and 
that scenario figures to play out in 2009 as well. Fisher heads to Camden with a 21-20 lead over 
Voss, with Hall of Famer Jonathan Sheppard third with 15 wins. Last year Fisher snagged a win at 
Palm Beach to clinch the title and may need to do the same again this year as Voss figures to have 
several live runners late in the season.

Leading Owner: The Fields Stable, due in large part to Far Hills wins by Your Sum Man and 
Left Unsaid, vaulted up the standings and to the lead with $292,000. The small stable (just 12 
starts on the year) sits atop Irv Naylor ($277,025) and horses running in the silks of Calvin Hough-
land ($258,716), who died Oct. 27. A Colonial Cup win by any of the top three would go a long way 
toward securing the championship.

– Brian Nadeau

Tod Marks
Confined shows the way in the race for the filly/mare championship.
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In 2006, Lilith Boucher brought a battle-tested 
4-year-old to the AFLAC Supreme Hurdle. With six 
jump starts and three flat runs, fitness was the last 
thing Class Vantage needed. He closed from last and 
took the novice stakes. Class Vantage never won an-
other race.

Boucher learned her lesson.
Three years later, Boucher brought Class Vantage’s 

4-year-old half-brother Class Bopper to the AFLAC. 
He showed up Nov. 7 with just four flat runs and nary 
a hurdle start in 2009 – yet still went flag-to-wire in 
the $75,000 novice stakes, defeating divisional stal-
warts Tricky Me, Seer and Dictina’s Boy in the pro-
cess. Class Bopper will win another race.

“You never quit learning in this sport,” Boucher 
said. “With Class Vantage, we tried to fit the round 
peg into the square hole. We just kept going with him; 

kept training him, kept schooling him. We just tried 
too hard when we should have backed off and let him 
be himself. With Class Bopper, after a few disappoint-
ing showings early in the year, it was by design that he 
had not run over jumps this year and that should be to 
his advantage going forward.”

Mignon C. Smith’s homebred, ridden by Richard 
Boucher, returned to the hurdle scene at Callaway as 
the field’s wild card. Showing the speed he flashed as a 
3-year-old hurdle star, he set a measured pace early and 
had enough left to hold off Tricky Me (Willie Dowl-
ing) by 1 1/2 lengths, with Seer (Xavier Aizpuru) in 
third. Racing for Smith’s Mede Cahaba Stable, Class 
Bopper covered the 2 1/4 miles in 4:01 1/5.

As a 3-year-old, Class Bopper scored in his hurdle 
debut at Morven Park, looked like a winner in Far 
Hills’ Gladstone until ducking off course late and then 
returned to win the Raymond Woolfe at Camden. In 
all three runs he was never behind a horse at any call. 
But with success comes a step up in class, something 

tLilith Boucher was hesitant to take after Class Bopper 
faded to last in a Camden training flat in March and 
finished last of three in a hurdle start at the Fairfax 
Point-to-Point in April.

“Camden was a disaster; he was rank and spit the 
bit and then did the same at (Fairfax) so we decided 
not to try and force him into those tougher races,” 
Boucher said. “He didn’t win just won race at 3, he 
won two, so there was nothing else for him but those 
tough novice races. He had showed a lot of speed on 
the flat and we knew that if we kept running him over 
hurdles we would never be able to teach him what 
we wanted; which was to relax and rate a bit. So we 
passed because we had the luxury of earning some 
money with him on the flat.”

The Virginia-bred obliged and won twice and ran 
second twice in his four flat runs this summer. He 
also began to relax early and make a run late, which 
showed Boucher that the headstrong mentality was 

CAllAWAY GARDeNS
Saturday, November 7

See CallaWay page 11 

Brother 
in Arms

Tod Marks
Class Bopper (right) shows the way over Tricky Me (left) and Dictina’s Boy a the last fence.

Class Bopper grows 
up, gets major novice

By BRIAN NADEAU
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beginning to fade. Still, she was content 
to plug away at some solid purses on the 
flat (why not?) and entered Class Bop-
per for a Laurel allowance Oct. 31. The 
race was washed of the turf and with a 
fit horse ready to run and nominated to 
the AFLAC, Boucher spun the wheel.

“We always nominate the horses, 
so we had this as a backup plan. Rich-
ard schooled him over three fences the 
Wednesday before the race and they 
were the first three he had jumped since 
he was 3,” Boucher said. “I know he 
made the running but he relaxed out 
there and the education he got on the 
flat track this year helped. He’s more 
grown up now and more seasoned.”

• Robbie Walsh scanned the overnight 
for the $30,000 Crown Royal Stakes for 
fillies and mares, noted his mount Con-
fined had to give four pounds to Sweet 
Shani and Xavier Aizpuru and muttered 
quietly to himself.

“Great, that should be a lot of fun to 
go out there and make the running and 
then just watch as Xav goes right by.”

Walsh got the fun part right. 
Sherry Fenwick’s Confined gave the 

star mare Sweet Shani four pounds and 
indeed did go out and make the run-
ning. But Sweet Shani never did go right 
by. Digging in tenaciously through the 
stretch, Confined held off her more-her-
alded stablemate by a nose to complete 
a Jonathan Sheppard-trained exacta and 
surge to the divisional lead. Miss Crown 
(Bernie Dalton) finished third, with the 

2 1/4 miles completed in 4:07 3/5. 
“With no confirmed speed in there I 

thought that would help me, but obvi-
ously I knew I was giving weight away 
to a really nice mare,” Walsh said. “I 
knew Sweet Shani was the horse to beat 
but when you are in front you can’t re-
ally ride the race and try to keep your 
eye on the horse behind you. You’ve got 
to ride your own race. It helped that I 
was not under the pressure that I could 
have been. Certainly when Sweet Shani 
came up my inside I saw her big gray 

head in there but (Confined) really dug 
in and would not let her by.”

Confined burst onto the scene in Sep-
tember 2008 with an easy maiden win 
in boggy going at Shawan Down, fol-
lowed that with a third in the Peapack, 
then a close fourth to Guelph in the 
Crown Royal. Sheppard picked Nash-
ville’s Margaret Henley for her 2009 de-
but but Confined was a distant third to 
Dynaskill. Rerouted to the flat, she was 
unplaced twice at Presque Isle Downs 
and finished second to Jellyberry in a 

filly/mare allowance (for hurdle horses) 
at Monmouth Park Sept. 26.

Sweet Shani didn’t quite have the re-
cent miles under her girth that Confined 
did but certainly had the background 
to warrant Walsh’s apprehension. The 
9-year-old had hit the board in the A.P. 
Smithwick, Grand National, Royal 
Chase and Iroquois against Mixed Up, 
McDynamo, Sovereign Duty and Good 
Night Shirt. But after running third in the 
2008 Iroquois, she missed 17 months. 
She resurfaced at Far Hills in the Grand 
National, where she loomed boldly be-
fore tiring late. Sheppard, who co-bred 
Confined with Warren Dempsey, was 
thrilled with both performances.

“It was a great result, especially to 
win a race with a horse I bred,” Shep-
pard said. “With Confined, she’s just 
improving with each and every start and 
for Sweet Shani, this was an important 
result too because we needed to know 
if she was to move on to the Colonial 
Cup. Now with Far Hills and this run 
behind her, she should be set for a good 
effort, should we decide to go there.”

• On paper, Arch Hero headed to 
Callaway with two hurdle starts under 
his girth, a promising fifth in his debut 
at Virginia Fall Oct. 4 and a not-so-
promising pull-up after the eighth fence 
at Far Hills 13 days later. To jockey 
Ross Geraghty, aboard for both runs, 
Arch Hero headed to Callaway with 
just one start.

“To me, he had only the Middleburg 
run to him, which was a real cracker, 
and that’s how I viewed him heading to 
Callaway,” Geraghty said. “I completely 

Callaway –
 Continued from page 10

See CallaWay page 12 

Tod Marks
Confined (right) fights back against Sweet Shani at the last fence in the Crown Royal.
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NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

...that contributions to the National 
Steeplechase Foundation are fully 
tax-deductible? The NSF is a 501c3 
organization that supports the sport you 
support – steeplechase racing in North 
America. From  safety inspections and reports 
on race courses, to drug testing, to safety 
devices such as improved helmets and Pro-
Cush whips, to the support of amateur 
racing, the Foundation does many things 
to help improve steeplechasing. Now is 
the time to plan year-end contributions.

Did you 
know
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It’s been a great year in steeplechasing, with the U.S.Steeplechase Champion-
ships from Far Hills and Great Meadow October 17, the five-hour live television 
show of the Championships on Universal Sports, and a full card of steeplechase 
races at Monmouth Park in September just to name a few highlights. But in order to 
keep the sport safe and thriving, we all need to support the Foundation. 

We hope you can make a donation, no matter how small, to help us and, thus, 
the sport we all love. Contributions will go a long way toward keeping our courses, 
horses and riders safe and thriving well into the future.
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wrote the Far Hills race off because he 
was never going anywhere that day in 
the ground. He was never traveling at all 
and so I just wiped it out of his mind.”

Perry Bolton’s Arch Hero did the 
same at Callaway when he rebounded 
to win a $20,000 Sport of Kings maid-
en hurdle. Trained by Tom Voss, the 
4-year-old son of Arch scored by 1 1/2 
lengths over Italian Wedding (Walsh), 
with Class Mark (Dalton) third. Final 
time for the 2 1/4 miles was 4:04 3/5. 

Arch Hero failed to beat a horse in 
three 2008 starts on the flat for Voss 
before trying hurdles this fall. Geraghty 
knew right away the career change was 
the right move. 

“I knew after the Middleburg run 
that he had talent because he jumped 
super and stayed on well for a young 
horse,” Geraghty said. “At Callaway, I 
pressed early with him a little bit and 
went on with it because I know he 
doesn’t have that one big kick to run 
away from them.”

• Walsh took the second $20,000 
maiden when he guided Irv Naylor’s Best 
Alibi to an easy 2-length win over Com-
plete Ray (Boucher) and Fifty Five (Aiz-
puru). The Desmond Fogarty-trained 
6-year-old jumped to the lead and never 
looked back while stopping the timer in 
4:02 1/5 for the 2 1/4 miles.

Best Alibi took much the same path 
to Callaway as Arch Hero. The son of 
King’s Best finished fourth in a maiden 
at Monmouth Park in September and 
then led the field to the 10th fence be-

fore tiring and being pulled up at Far 
Hills. At Callaway he lived up to the 
promise Fogarty saw since getting the 
former Godolphin Group II winner dur-
ing the spring.

“He ran like we thought he would 
at Far Hills. That day he was just too 
keen for too long and when you run 
like on that type of ground it’s going 
to catch up with you,” Walsh said. “At 
Callaway he did it very easy and could 
not have done any better than he did. 
Certainly the lesser competition helped 
but he just dragged me around out there 
and was much the best. I took a look 
back midway through and wondered 
where everyone was.” 

• Allison Fulmer’s Plum Brush (Dal-
ton) took the opener, a $15,000 maid-
en timber, for his first career win after 
24 starts. The 6-year-old son of Broad 
Brush outlasted Algezir (Dowling) and 
Artist’s Stroke (Diana Gillam) to score 
by 2 1/2 lengths while completing 3 1/8 
miles in 6:49.

Fulmer bought Plum Brush from 
Dickie Small after his 3-year-old year 
and started him over hurdles for the 
first time in March 2007 (a race won 
by Swimming River, who was fourth be-
hind Plum Brush at Callaway). Over the 
next two years he would run 16 times 
over hurdles and timber, blending talent 
with mischief. Plum Brush’s win provid-
ed as much elation as relief. 

“He’s been a bit frustrating because I 
know he has the talent but he’s picked 
up some bad habits like ducking bea-
cons and going off course. It takes a 
pretty clever horse to aim for a beacon 
and know to go around it and get pulled 
up,” Fulmer said. “So I did think he 
was coming up to a good run but that’s 

something I’ve thought many times 
before. He’s given several inconsistent 
performances but has always shown 
enough to keep me trying with him.”

• Karen Gray’s Cuse (Adam Helders) 
ended a 10-race losing streak when he 
captured the $15,000 amateur allow-
ance hurdle by 3 1/2 lengths over Major 
Malibu (Gillam) and Three Carat (Mel-
anie Williams). The 8-year-old son of 
Wekiva Springs covered the 3 1/8 miles 
in 6:04 4/5.

Cuse won for the first time over hur-
dles when he scored at Great Meadow 
in a $25,000 maiden in October 2008 
but hit the board just once in his next 
10 starts. After running farther than 2 
1/2 miles in just two of his previous 30 
tries over hurdles, Gray stretched out 
Cuse and he notched the second win of 
his career.

Callaway –
 Continued from page 11

Callaway Gardens
Pine Mountain, Ga. Saturday, Nov. 7. Turf: firm.

1st. $15,000. Mdn. timber. 3 1/8 miles.
1. Plum Brush L 165 Dalton 
2. Algezir  165 Dowling 
3. Artist’s Stroke  160 Gillam 
4. Swimming River L 165 Walsh
OC. Regality L 165 Helders 
PU. Endless Mountain L 165 R. Haynes
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 6:49.
O: Athene Noctura Stable. T: Allison Fulmer.
B. g. 6, Broad Brush-Plum Country, Country Pine. 
Bred by Robert Meyerhoff (Md).

2nd. $15,000. Hwt. hurdle. 3-1/8 miles. 
Amateur jockeys.

1. Cuse L 163 Helders 
2. Major Malibu L 163 Gillam
3. Three Carat L 166 Williams
4. Mark The Shark L 171 Boniface
PU. Summersville L 163 R. Haynes
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 6:04:4/5.
O/T: Karen Gray.
Gr./Ro. g. 8, Wekiva Springs-Cayman Queen, 
Recupere. Bred by Robert Cotran (NY).

3rd. $75,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles. 
NW prior to 6/1/08 or NW2. AFLAC Supreme.
1. Class Bopper  144 Boucher
2. Tricky Me L 147 Dowling 
3. Seer L 153 Aizpuru
4. Dictina’s Boy  153 Geraghty 
5. Class Crash L 144 Dalton 
6. Dugan L 153 Walsh 
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 4:01:1/5.
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
Ch. g. 5, Bop-Class Vim, Class Secret. 
Bred by Mede Cahaba Stud (Va).
4th. $30,000. F&M hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles. 

The Crown Royal. 

1. Confined L 151 Walsh 
2. Sweet Shani (NZ) L 147 Aizpuru 
3. Miss Crown L 137 Dalton 
4. Moon Dolly (GB) L 143 Geraghty
5. Scandalizer L 143 Gillam 
6. Dynaskill L 143 Dowling 
Mgn: Nose. Time: 4:07:3/5.
O: Sherry Fenwick. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. m. 5, Mojave Moon-Maternity Leave, North-
ern Baby. Bred by Jonathan Sheppard & War-
ren Dempsey (Pa).

5th. $20,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. Arch Hero L 148 Geraghty 
2. Italian Wedding L 148 Walsh 
3. Class Mark L 136 Dalton
4. Jack Twist (NZ) L 154 Dowling 
5. Gypsy Beads  143 Gillam 
6. Regal Prospect L 154 Boucher
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 4:04:3/5.
O: Perry Bolton. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 4, Arch-Iz She A Secret, Desert Secret (Ire). 
Bred by BD Gibbs Farm & Fergus Galvin (Ky).

6th. $20,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. Best Alibi (Ire) L 154 Walsh 
2. Complete Ray L 142 Boucher
3. Fifty Five L 154 Aizpuru 
4. Snubbed  149 Dalton 
5. Gallant Again L 154 Dowling 
PU. Hot Rize L 149 R. Haynes 
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:02:1/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
B. g. 6, King’s Best-Chauncy Lane (Ire), Sadler’s 
Wells. Bred by Robert Scarborough (Ire).

Tod Marks
Plum Brush hits the wire full of run afer the maiden timber.

Tod Marks
Cuse heads for victory in the highweight.

Post Time is 5 o’clock with replays through the evening
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MONTPELIER STATION, Va. – After watching 
two of his first three starters fail to finish at Montpe-
lier, trainer Tom Voss leaned on the dirt track rail and 
talked Slip Away and jockey James Slater through the 
early stages of the Noel Laing Stakes.

“I’d get a lead to the first, jock,” Voss said as the 12 
starters blazed to the first of 11 natural brush jumps. 
“Good, follow that horse.”

Midway through the 2 1/2-mile race, the feature on 
the Nov. 7 card, Slip Away held a comfortable lead. 
And Voss kept talking.

“Whoa, jock, he stood off at that one didn’t he? He 
can do that.”

Slater didn’t hear the counseling, but it sure seemed 
to help as Slip Away made easy work of the $40,000 
stakes. Owned by Ken and Sarah Ramsey, the 6-year-
old let Dynantonia show the way over the first fence 
and controlled every yard thereafter while scoring by 
12 3/4 lengths over Chess Board (Willie McCarthy) 
and You The Man (Jody Petty). The winner scored for 
the third time this year and covered the distance in 
5:15 4/5. 

“He’s honest, that’s his game,” said Voss afterward. 
“When he can run and jump like that, he’s pretty 
good.”

Slip Away won five races in 2008 on the way to a 
claiming division championship. This year started the 
way the previous one ended, with a win, as Slip Away  
dominated a starter allowance at High Hope in May. 
He followed with a stakes victory at Colonial Downs 

in July. Tough times followed as Slip Away finished 
fourth in the A.P. Smithwick and was pulled up in the 
New York Turf Writers at Saratoga. He rebounded, 
but still lost, in a stakes at Monmouth Park Sept. 26 
and struggled home seventh in the soft turf at Far 
Hills. The galloping gray turned a six-race winning 
streak into a four-race losing streak

Running in a plain snaffle after trying a more ex-
treme elevator bit at Monmouth and Far Hills, Slip 
Away pulled Slater to the front after the first fence and 
kept going. Dynantonia chased early, Swagger Stick 
tried later, Chess Board made some impact before the 
last fence and You The Man rallied from the back. 
None of them threatened.

“All I did was hang on,” Slater said. “It was some 
feeling. I thought I had gone too fast the whole way 
around. The last time up the hill I thought they were 
going to come by me and it was going to look so bad. 
I jumped the last fence and looked back – they were 
still back there. It was fun.”

Unraced on the flat, Slip Away made his career de-
but as a 3-year-old at Camden in November 2006. 
The Noel Laing win made him 8-for-18 and pushed 
his career earnings to $140,915.

• If Slip Away provided an example of controlling 
speed, Zozimus showcased the opposite approach. The 
6-year-old Dynaformer gelding roared past two horses 
in the stretch to win the $20,000 optional claiming 
hurdle for Dale Thiel and trainer Britt Graham.

Zozimus (Jacob Roberts) relaxed well off the pace, 
let any number of rivals – London Grove, Ponce, Ea-
monn, Jimtown, Nat Grew . . . – make plays for the 
lead and pounced in the final stages. Spinning through 
the sharp final turn to the stretch, Jimtown (Roddy 
Mackenzie) and Nat Grew (Petty) battled on the lead. 
Zozimus angled outside and won by 4 lengths over 
Cradle Will Rock (Danielle Hodsdon) with Jimtown 
third in 4:34 for the 2 3/8 miles over hurdles.

The winner halted a 10-race losing streak but con-
tinued a solid career that includes seven runner-up ef-
forts over jumps and four more on the flat. Graham 
ran the horse four times this spring – three seconds 
and a third – and took over from Ricky Hendriks after 
a fourth at Aiken Oct. 24.

“We’re firmly convinced that having two moth-
ers and lots of carrots and kisses every day makes a 
racehorse tougher or something like that,” said Laura 
Shull, Thiel’s daughter and Graham’s would-be assis-
tant. “He’s so gentle, so kind, so sweet, he will always 
give you everything he’s got. You can’t ask for more 
than that.”

Shull has represented her father at numerous races 
during the past few seasons and relished the chance to 
call him about a victory.

“Dad would have gotten a real kick out of this,” 
she said. “The horse was second for us three times 
this spring and every time I had to call and tell Dad he 
finished a really good second. Now I get to call and tell 
him it was a really good win.”

Coaching
Clinic

Douglas Lees
Slip Away touches down over a natural brush fence on the way to a lopsided win in the Noel Laing.

Slip Away makes off 
with Noel Laing score

By jOE CLANCy

MONTPelIeR huNT RACeS
Saturday, November 7

Betsy Parker
Zozimus (left) circles Jimtown (center) and Nat Grew to win the starter allowance hurdle. See moNtpEliEr page 17 
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• He lost a photo finish. He bounced 
off a beacon. He nearly fell in a water 
jump. His jockey broke his leg – twice. 
He got caught in the stretch after mak-
ing the lead. And he won at Montpe-
lier. 

Oakwood Stable’s Country Cousin 
(Carl Rafter) erased a year of bad luck 
by winning the $15,000 maiden hurdle 
– rallying past Early Note before the last 
fence and winning by 1 3/4 lengths over 
Ballet Boy (Paddy Young) with Birthday 
Beau (Nick Carter) third. The winner 
covered the 2 miles in 4:08 4/5.

The 6-year-old son of Lear Fan 
opened his year with a narrow loss to 
Northern Bay at the Carolina Cup in 
March and bounced through a series of 
calamities including nearly losing Rafter 
in the water at Great Meadow and Raf-
ter re-breaking his leg aboard another 
horse at Fair Hill.

Rested for the summer by trainer Ju-
lie Gomena, Country Cousin returned 
with a second behind Sonic Charm at 
the International Gold Cup.

“He’s been a really, really unlucky 
horse, he really has,” said Rafter. “He 
could have won at Camden, I really fan-
cied him at the Gold Cup and we landed 
in the water, we both had our issues over 
the summer and he could have won a 
few weeks ago too but just got a little 
tired – he was better for that run today. 
I’m delighted for Julie and the owners, 
they’re smashing people.”

• Like Country Cousin, Bullet Dancer 
some frustration by winning a $10,000 
maiden claiming hurdle in his sixth start 
this year. Disqualified from a win at 
Middleburg this spring, the 6-year-old 
son of Carnivalay made it stick this time 
with a 1 3/4-length score for Bruce and 
Edie Smart.

Bullet Dancer (McCarthy) passed 
Twinbucktu before the last fence and 
saved plenty for True Blue Fingers (Mack-
enzie) and Fleeting Thunder (Young) 

Montpelier –
 Continued from page 16

See moNtpEliEr page 18 

Douglas Lees
Bullet Dancer flies a fence in his maiden claim-
ing win at Montpelier.
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Montpelier Hunt Races
Montpelier Station, Va. Saturday, Nov. 7. 

Turf: firm.

1st. Training flat. 1 mile on the dirt.
1. Moving Violation L 150 Young
2. Attention Deficit L 152 Lovett
3. More To The Point L 150 Rafter 
4. Pan Adam  158 Harris 
5. Lear Heights L 155 Murphy
6. That Dream Cat L 153 Monroe 
Margin: 6. Time: 1:40:2/5.
O: Debbie Kachel. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. c. 3, Medaglia d’Oro-Talk Me Again, Mutakd-
dim. Bred by Mitchell Ranch (Ky).

2nd. $10,000. Con. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
NW2 for $15,000-$10,000.

1. Dubai Sunday (Jpn) L 147 Nagle
2. Closertoyourheart L 142 Roberts
3. Duck Hunt L 145 McCarthy
4. Expel L 148 Murphy
5. Atrium L 156 McCarron 
6. Bethpage Black L 148 Rafter
7. Strathspey Kino (GB) L 144 Petty 
8. The Manner Born L 150 Hodsdon
9. Henry’s Hero L 151 Mackenzie
10. It’s My Choice (NZ) L 156 Slater
F. Fogcutter L 148 Young 
PU. Harrys Crown L 156 Carter 
Margin: 4 1/4. Time: 4:34:3/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
B. g. 8, Sunday Silence-Lotta Lace, Nureyev. 
Bred by Northern Farm (Jpn).

3rd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Bullet Dancer L 148 McCarthy 
2. True Blue Fingers L 145 Mackenzie 
3. Fleeting Thunder L 138 Young 
4. Taconnet L 156 Watts 
5. Twinbucktu L 142 Hodsdon
6. Delarun L 137 Roberts 
7. Beech Cay L 148 Rafter
8. Lenny L 156 Cooney 
LR. Rafferty L 142 Slater 
LR. What A Warrior L 143 Chalfin 
PU. Star For Tina L 156 Petty 
PU. Boojwhacked L 142 Murphy
PU. Sermonize L 151 Nagle
PU. Cup Half Full L 153 Ryan
Margin: 2 1/2. Time: 4:39.
O: Bruce Smart. T: Jimmy Day.
Gr./Ro. g 6, Carnivalay-Silent Bullet, Gala Harry. 
Bred by High Mountain Farm (Md).

4th. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2 miles.
1. Country Cousin L 154 Rafter 
2. Ballet Boy (Ire) L 154 Young 
3. Birthday Beau L 154 Carter 
4. Strategic Vission L 150 Petty 
5. Honour Emblem L 149 Chalfin
6. Leffingwell Lion  154 Watts
7. I’m Telling L 154 Cockburn 
8. Civil’s Hello L 154 McCarthy 
9. Early Note L 145 Roberts 
10. Power Game L 145 Mackenzie 

PU. Rosemont Runner L 154 Ryan
PU. Otappaz L 149 Nagle 
PU. Mr. Hendry L 150 Slater 
PU. Liverpool Gloves L 154 Murphy 
Margin: 1 3/4 Time: 4:08:4/5.
O: Oakwood Stable. T: Julie Gomena.
Dk. B. or Br. g 6, Lear Fan-Stony Lonesome, 
Apalachee. Bred by William Backer (Ky).

5th. $20,000. Optional clm. hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.
(NW 2 Or For $20,000).

1. Zozimus L 143 Roberts 
2. Cradle Will Rock L 144 Hodsdon
3. Jimtown L 144 Mackenzie 
4. Nat Grew L 148 Petty
5. Bow Strada (GB) L 156 Carter
6. Devil’s Preacher L 153 Ryan 
7. Eamonn L 144 Murphy 
8. Flight Briefing L 146 Rafter
9. Chivite (Ire) L 156 Slater 
PU. Ambersham L 146 Young
PU. London Grove L 144 McCarron 
PU. Blue Rider L 152 McCarthy 
PU. Ponce (NZ) L 146 Garner 
Margin: 4. Time: 4:34. 
O: Dale Thiel. T: Britt Graham.
Dk. B. or Br. g 6, Dynaformer-Color My Heart, 
Marquetry. Bred by DJR Thoroughbreds (Ky).

6th. $40,000. Hurdle stakes. 2-1/2 miles. 
The Noel Laing. Brush course.

1. Slip Away L 154 Slater
2. Chess Board (GB) L 144 McCarthy 
3. You The Man L 146 Petty 
4. Swagger Stick L 150 Young
5. Divine Fortune L 150 Hodsdon
6. Mon Villez (Fr) L 150 Mackenzie
7. Sonic Charm L 144 Roberts 
8. Dynantonia L 142 Ryan 
8. Pals Pride L 150 Nagle 
10. Rainiero (Chi) L 146 Rafter
11. Humdinger L 151 Cooney
12. Brands Hatch L 142 Murphy
Margin: 12 3/4. Time: 5:15:4. 
O: Ken Ramsey. T: Tom Voss.
Gr./Ro. g. 6, Slip Away-Aurora Slew, Slew’s 
Royalty. Bred by Glencrest Farm, Trontz and 
Madison (Ky).

7th. Training flat. 1-1/2 miles.
1. Love Colony L 155 McCarron
2. Vine Hill L 155 Madden
3. Bermuda L 150 Young
4. Say Hallelujah L 150 Garner
5. Lion’s Double L 150 Boniface
6. Shortcourt L 155 Rafter 
7. Zulla Road  155 Watts 
8. Mojave Moose  150 Roberts 
9. Indian Cat L 155 Mackenzie 
10. Explosive Whirl L 155 Wood
11. Junood L 155 Washer 
12. Not For Love’s Boy L 155 Hodsdon
13. The Editor L 155 Murphy 
14. Catonthewire L 152 Lovett 
Margin: 11 1/2. Time: 2:44:1/5.
O: Koncordia Farm. T: Ricky Hendriks.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5, Not For Love-Soaring Colony, 
Pleasant Colony. Bred by Mrs. Oliver Iselin (Va).

late. The winner covered 2 3/8 miles in 
4:39 while adding an official NSA win to 
go with a point-to-point score.

“He’s like a handicapper really, but 
he’d never actually won a race,” said 
trainer Jimmy Day. “It’s nice for the 
horse, he’s getting older and deserved to 
get a win.”

• Irv Naylor’s Dubai Sunday took 
advantage of a final-turn wipeout by 
Fogcutter to win the day’s first jump 
race, a $10,000 conditioned claiming 
hurdle. Bred in Japan, the winner sat 
second throughout, assumed the lead 
from Harry’s Crown and jumped the 
last fence with a slim lead on the rapidly 
advancing Fogcutter. 

Cutting the final corner, Fogcut-
ter (Young) passed Dubai Sunday and 
looked like an easy winner before los-
ing traction and toppling to the ground. 
Dubai Sunday (Darren Nagle) coasted 
in with a 4 1/4-length win over Closer-

toyourheart (Roberts) with Duck Hunt 
(McCarthy) third. The winner went the 
2 3/8 miles in 4:34 3/5 while winning 
for the first time in nearly a year for 
trainer Desmond Fogarty.

“Paddy got by me and was going a lot 
better than I was,” said Nagle. “Then I 
saw his horse lose his hind end and go 
down. I was lucky to avoid him really. 
It’s a sharp track, you’ve just got to be 
careful.”

Dubai Sunday pressed the pace 
throughout, but showed little signs of 
tiring.

“My horse ran a great race, we were 
humdinging on the front end but all he 
does his gallop,” said Nagle. “He’s got 
loads of class, he’s genuine and he’s very, 
very tough. He deserves to be winning 
races and we’re thrilled with him.”

NOTES: Trainer Ricky Hendriks 
bookended the day with training-flat 
wins, the first on the dirt with Debbie 
Kachel’s 3-year-old Moving Violation 
(Young) and the second on the turf with 
Koncordia Farm’s Love Colony (Matt 
McCarron).

Montpelier –
 Continued from page 17
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Douglas Lees
Country Cousin (right) rallies against Early Note in the maiden hurdle.
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UNIONVILLE, Pa. – With 22 fences, 
the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup is meant to 
provide a jumping test. Over 4 miles of 
natural hunting country, the $35,000 
timber stakes is meant to provide a 
stamina test. That’s how it’s billed and 
that’s how it plays.

When eight horses of varying de-
grees of ability line up on a sodden turf 
course, well, sometimes it turns into 
more than a test. 

Failing grades came early. 
Shady Valley lost Russell Haynes at 

the second. Won Wild Bird lost Will 
Haynes at the sixth, coming in from 
the country. Music To My Ears ejected 
George Hundt at the 12th. Inca Magic 
eased after 16. Twill Do stopped after 
17. Irish Prince (Jody Petty) slid down 
at the second-last after setting the pace. 
Patriot’s Path (Darren Nagle) crashed at 
the last while under pressure.

Erin Go Bragh, always going the best, 
won the war of attrition. 

Owned by Magalen Bryant, trained 
by Doug Fout and ridden by Paddy 
Young, the 10-year-old New Zealand-
bred survived to win the 10-minute slog. 
Yes, 10 minutes. Even the Daily Racing 
Form computer had trouble computing 
the time, listing it as 1:00.18.

Young settled Erin Go Bragh off 
the early pace of Irish Prince. A recent 
winner at Genesee Valley, Irish Prince 
had never tried 4 miles and set a quick 
enough pace for the conditions. Shady 
Valley unshipped Haynes at the second 
and nearly took Irish Prince off course 
between the third and fourth fences. 
Coming in from the country, Won Wild 
Bird fell, breaking Will Haynes’ collar-
bone. Gray stablemates Won Wild Bird 
and Shady Valley galloped loose in a 
pair. Turning back toward the crowd, 
with another arduous circuit to go, Mu-
sic To My Ears shook Hundt. 

Five of eight, including the three fa-
vorites (Irish Prince, Patriot’s Path and 
Erin Go Bragh), remained as the field 
set off for another loop around Gene 

Weymouth’s house. Petty, Young and 
Nagle turned from survival to strategy. 

Still in front but looking spent, Irish 
Prince jumped the big fence on top of 
the hill with Patriot’s Path and Erin 
Go Bragh tracking him like a clean-up 
crew. Turning into view, with two to go, 
Young made his first move, sliding Erin 
Go Bragh inside Irish Prince as Patri-
ot’s Path aimed to go outside the tiring 
leader. Both horses had Irish Prince at 
the end of his tether when he slid down 
after the second-last. Nearing the last, 
Erin Go Bragh held the advantage over 
Patriot’s Path who needed a big one. He 
didn’t get it, crashing in a heap to leave 
the timber classic to Erin Go Bragh.

The crowd split screens as Erin Go 
Bragh cantered across the wire and Pa-
triot’s Path failed to get up. Minutes 
passed. Winners posed for photos. Fi-
nally, the 2009 timber champion rose to 
his feet and walked back to the vans. 
The crowd cheered.

Eight starters. One finisher. 
Fout hadn’t planned on coming to 

Unionville but audibled after Erin Go 
Bragh slipped on the bend at the Inter-
national Gold Cup two weeks earlier, 
losing all chance and pulling up.

“We got robbed in the Gold Cup, he 
should have galloped in the Gold Cup,” 
Fout said. “I’ve always loved this horse, 
I’m not surprised, the more it rained, 
the more I liked it. Why do you think 
I brought my wife and my daughter up 
here?”

With trophies in tow, Beth and Caro-
line Fout smiled. 

Fout credited Young, aboard Erin Go 
Bragh for the 11th time, for the victory. 

“Paddy loves the horse, he trusts 
him so much. He saved him so well 
and he jumped so good, he’s our favor-
ite horse,” Fout said. “Caroline loves 
him, Beth loves him. I’ve got to win that 
Gold Cup before I retire him, I know he 
can do it.”

Purchased for Brigadoon Stable be-
fore the 2003 season, Erin Go Bragh 
logged 24 starts over hurdles, dancing 
at the big dances of the Royal Chase, 
Colonial Cup, Iroquois and Temple 
Gwathmey. Fout switched him to tim-
ber after he pulled up in the 2006 New 
York Turf Writers Cup. 

“I didn’t know he could do this but 
over time he learned to relax, learned 
to settle down, we learned what works 
with him. We tried a bunch of things, 
now he turns off and he likes it,” Fout 
said. “It took a good year for him to 
do this timber thing before he liked it. 
He wasn’t quite sure about it when we 
turned him into a timber horse, the more 
we hunted him the more he relaxed and 
enjoyed it. He’s awesome. He loves it. I 
wish he wasn’t 10 years old.”

Third in last year’s Hunt Cup, Erin 
Go Bragh called upon 10 years of sur-

vival skills to win his first 4-mile timber 
race. 

“He’s a funny old bugger, you kind 
of think you’re not going anywhere 
and he’s a good jumper but he’s care-
ful,” Young said. “I took a pull last 
year thinking I had to ride him to get 
home and he kind of sulked. I knew 
Jody wasn’t going that good, I thought 
if I whip around that bend and he flew 
the second-to-last . . . he won the race 
there, he put the other horse under pres-
sure there. I’m not saying I had a ton 
of horse left but I do think I had just 
enough up my sleeve to hold him off, it 
felt that way, I could hear Darren slap-
ping. The old horse deserves it.”

Young increased his lead atop the 
jockey standings to five wins while pick-
ing up his third victory with Erin Go 
Bragh. 

Tod Marks
Erin Go Bragh sails a fence early in his Pennsylvania Hunt Cup victory.

Solo Flight
Last one standing, Erin Go Bragh
passes a tough timber stakes test

By SEAN CLANCy PeNNSYlvANIA huNT CuP
Sunday, November 1

See huNt Cup page 21 
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“He’d jump out of jail. Very careful but 
when you need him he’s brilliant for you. 
He’s like a fine piece of china, he’s afraid to 
touch anything because he breaks. He’s so 
careful, so accurate,” Young said. “When 
we first started he thought he knew better 
than me and I’m about pig ignorant and 
was like I know better than you. We did 
cross wires early on, but in all honesty, 
once we clicked it’s gotten better and bet-
ter. When I smooched to him, he was like 
‘I’m flying.’ He likes a challenge.”

He was the only one up to it.

• Eleven allowance horses clattered 
rails for 3 miles in the Arthur Choate Me-
morial. The first to make a mistake and 
the last to arrive won the $15,000 non-
winners-of-two. Arcadia Stable’s Delta 
Park nearly lost apprentice Fritz Boniface 
with a mistake at the first. Boniface shim-
mied back in the tack and was content 
to lag near the back for most of the trip. Delta Park 
gradually crept into the race as his rivals made jump-
ing errors.

Rounding the final turn, veterans Young on Rain-
bows For Luck and Petty on Skiperoo knew they 
would be waved around the second-last fence (dam-
aged from the early laps) and gunned for home. Mo-
tionless, Boniface tracked them. 

Coming to the last, Boniface finally allowed Delta 
Park to lengthen stride and the 5-year-old (the youngest 
horse in the race) popped over and galloped through 
the stretch to win by 7 1/2 lengths over Rainbows For 
Luck and Skiperoo. 

Jack Fisher trained the winner, who had beaten 
Rainbows For Luck and Skiperoo when third at Mor-
ven Park three weeks earlier. 

“There were a couple of fences that were a little 
choppy but compared to Morven Park he was much 
better. He was very cautious down there,” Boniface 
said. “I ride him every day, he’s a lot different at home 
than racing, once you get out there, he relaxes and 
jumps better, I’d rather be racing him than riding him 
in the morning. He just knows it’s game time.”

Purchased out of Mike Trombetta’s barn in 2007, 
Delta Park failed to break his maiden in nine hurdle 
starts last year. Never afraid to switch a young horse 
to timber, Fisher sent Delta Park to Winterthur this 
spring where the son of Johannesburg finished third. 
He won the mixed timber/hurdle race at Fair Hill to 
end the spring, then finished third at Morven Park. 

“Jack told me that I had let them get too far in front 
of me at Morven so I tried to keep pace better this 

time, at the end, he’s so fast that I knew they wouldn’t 
get away from me,” Boniface said. “Coming around 
that turn, he was on the bridle, I never turned up the 
stick, I was very happy coming to the last, there were 
a couple that scared the hell out of me, but I was very 
happy, I know the horse is capable of so much.”

• And that makes 72.
Mary Fleming Finlay’s Dr. Ramsey made his 72nd 

career start (55th over fences) in the Lewis C. Ledyard, 
a $5,000 amateur highweight. The 15-year-old son 
of Northern Baby led his seven rivals for most of the 
3-mile trip to win by 4 1/2 lengths over The Other Me 
(Jake Chalfin) and Gather No Moss (Will Haynes). 
Diana Gillam guided – or was guided by – Dr. Ram-

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Delta Park (left) leads Rainbows For Luck over the last fence in the allowance timber at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

See huNt Cup page 22 

• Maggie Bryant for Erin Go Bragh’s victory in 
the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. Well-deserved for 
you and the horse!

• Beth and Caroline for making the trip
and cheering him on.

• The staff at Goose Creek for all 
the hard work.

                                           – Doug Fout

Thank You 
and Congratulations to:

Tod Marks photo



22  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, November 13, 2009

sey to his 14th career victory. Trained 
by Dot Smithwick, Dr. Ramsey won for 
the fourth time at the Unionville course. 
The two-time winner of the Pennsylva-
nia Hunt Cup has only missed one trip 
to Unionville in the past nine years. 

The drama began early. 
Excentrikbydesign fell at the first. 

The fourth, the line fence dividing the 
racecourse proper from the country, 
wreaked havoc again. 

Sensing pressure from the right, Kil-
breena slid to a stop, smashing into the 
black post and rail fence and depositing 
jockey Molly Forlano. Haddix took the 
brunt of the chain reaction and lost Ja-

cob Roberts. That left five. 
Dr. Ramsey waltzed around the re-

maining course, lost the lead to The 
Other Me coming to the second-last but 
regained it to win easily. 

Gillam likes being a pupil. 
“Think about what it would mean to 

go out and just drop your hands, just 
try to stay out of trouble, if he’s wrong, 
just sit still. He’s a one-off, there’s noth-
ing else like him, he taught me that you 
don’t know anything, when you think 
you know it, he shows me a different 
move,” Gillam said. “We’ve been to-
gether a long time, he’s one of a kind, 
he’s a little bit of a legend. We got very 
lucky today, I wanted to get out in front 
and make it because this race can be a 
pileup, I don’t know what happened be-
hind me.”

The 20th jockey to ride Dr. Ram-
sey over jumps (eight rode him on the 
flat, including Randy Romero, Robby 
Albarado and Garrett Gomez), Gillam 
guided Dr. Ramsey to win the same race 
last year. 

“All year I’m thinking they should 
have retired him after this race a year 
ago, how could you do any better than 
we did last year? Then he does it again, 
to go out on this note would mean every-
thing to me,” Gillam said. “He doesn’t 
have his fastball, but he’s still got a high 
cruising speed. When he sees the spot 
and pulls me into it, it’s hard to say he 
shouldn’t do it, he just did it.”

• Bruce Miller prepped Iroquois win-
ner Pierrot Lunaire in the Athenian Idol 
flat race. Fifth in the Grand National, 
the 5-year-old nailed Love Colony at 
the wire to win the 2-mile turf race. 
Next stop, Colonial Cup.

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 21

Pennsylvania Hunt Cup
Unionville, Pa. Sunday, Nov. 1. Turf: soft.

1st. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3 miles.
Amateur jockeys.

1. Dr. Ramsey L 180 Gillam 
2. The Other Me L 180 Chalfin
3. Gather No Moss  180 W. Haynes
4. Professor Maxwell L 180 Hundt
5. Meet At Eleven (Ire) L 170 McKenna
LR. Haddix L 180 Roberts 
LR. Excentrikbydesign L 170 Nagle
LR. Kilbreena (Ire) L 180 Forlano
Mgn: 4 1/4. Time: 7:43:2/5.
O: Mary Fleming Finlay. T: Dot Smithwick.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 15, Northern Baby-Insipid, Sham. 
Bred by Arthur Hancock (Ky).

2nd. $15,000. Allow. (NW2) timber. 3 miles.
1. Delta Park L 155 Boniface
2. Rainbows For Luck L 165 Young
3. Skiperoo L 165 Petty 

4. Swimming River L 155 W. Haynes
5. Prospectors Strike L 160 Batoff 
6. Take Harry L 157 Roberts 
7. Incaseyouraminer L 160 Swope 
PU. Westbound Road L 160 Walsh
PU. Big Bad Joe L 158 Carter 
PU. Hey Doctor L 155 Murphy
PU. East Coker  160 Slater 
Mgn: 7 1/2. Time: 7:03. 
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 5, Johannesburg-Excedius, Seattle Dancer. 
Bred by Earl Silver & Michael Eiserman (Ky).

3rd. $35,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles.
The Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. 

1. Erin Go Bragh (NZ) L 165 Young 
F. Patriot’s Path L 165 Nagle 
F. Irish Prince (NZ) L 165 Petty 
LR. Music To My Ears (Ire) L 165 Hundt 
LR. Shady Valley L 165 R. Haynes 
LR. Won Wild Bird L 149 W. Haynes 
PU. Inca Magic  155 Rafter 

PU. Twill Do L 160 Slater 
Mgn: Time: 10:01:4/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 10, Desert Sun (GB)-Ball Road (NZ), Vice 
Regal (NZ). Bred by W P Maher (NZ).

4th. Training flat. 2 miles. Apprentice jockeys. 
1. Pierrot Lunaire L 160 Trimble
2. Love Colony L 160 Chalfin
3. Desert Catillac L 160 Roberts 
4. Organizer L 160 Brown 
5. Birthday Beau L 160 Clasing
6. Best Attack L 160 Dang
7. Henry’s Hero L 160 Forlano 
8. Mattituck Inlet L 160 Williams 
9. Not For Love’s Boy L 160 Madden 
10. Evarts L 150 R. Haynes 
11. Mr. Hendry L 160 Delaney 
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:30.
O: Calvin Houghland. T: Bruce Miller.
B. g. 5, War Chant-Playact (Ire), Hernando (Fr). 
Bred by Skymarc Farm (Ky).

Tod Marks
Dr. Ramsey shows the way over Meet At Eleven in the amateur highweight timber.

GO WITH A WINNER
Steeplechase superstar 
McDynamo

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net
610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and a collection of flat winners 
at some of the country’s top racetracks. 

J

Tod Marks
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ST Bulletin
Board

Business Card advertisements 
are $50 for one insertion,  
$35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 
to place your ad.

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com
Open

year-round

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Wilson’s Hay and Straw
Best Western Hay in Unionville, Pa. area
610-470-3858

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!
Steeplechase Times, The Saratoga Special & the ST Publishing Internet Site deliver thousands of potential customers.

Call (410) 392-5867 to learn more.

(336) 312-5996
irishridingadventures@yahoo.com

Stephanie Miller
U.S. Booking Agent

Aille Cross Equestrian Centre
The Connemara Trail

Irish Riding Adventures
www.irishridingadventures.com

3309 Wedgewood Place
Greensboro, NC 27403
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Agador Spartacus Stable ...... Wendi Graham
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $433,257
Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $413,785
Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dark Equation ...................................... $15,036
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $366,631

Jimbo Stable ......................... Joe Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
Torino Luge ................................................... $0
............................................ $354,995
Mets Mania ........................ Brian Nadeau
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $53,100
Confined ............................................... $53,000
Dugan .................................................. $33,350
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
............................................ $353,945
Needsahaircut Stable .............. Jack Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $53,100
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $43,650
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Teak........................................................ $1,800
............................................ $345,750

Screaming Tabby Stable .. Wallace Greenhalgh
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $53,100
Rare Bush ............................................ $49,197
Dugan .................................................. $33,350
Won Wild Bird ........................................ $2,500
............................................ $334,642
Ramp Creek ....................Kathleen Morrow
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Tricky Me ............................................. $97,500
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Sweet Shani ........................................... $5,400
Look At Him .................................................. $0
............................................ $333,895
Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $53,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $322,657
Don’t Know ........................... Jack McVey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
............................................ $319,195
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Moon Dolly .......................................... $38,600
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Rubicon ................................................. $9,000
............................................ $314,157
SC Pipeline ......................... Sean Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $43,650
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
Treasure Map ......................................... $2,700
............................................ $305,550

Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $304,057
PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $304,057
Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $302,595
Young Racing .......................Leslie Young
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $301,157
Champagne Taste, Beer Money . Lisa McLane
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $300,657
Rainbow Star Stables ............Roxann Teller
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Dugan .................................................. $33,350
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $299,907

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the Whip tavern

Homeward Bound
With only two race meets on the calendar, Wendi Graham’s Agador Spartacus Stable holds a 

slim lead (less than $20,000) on the recently unretired jockey Matt McCarron atop the standings 
and looks set to claim the overall crown unless something strange happens.

At this stage, the competition is about what horses are still in training – not many. Mixed Up, 
Jellyberry, Confined, Dugan and Dictina’s Boy (with maybe a sleeper out there somewhere) could 
still make an impact on the tournament. 

The Top 18 stables are listed here.

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Excellence 
in Equine    Insurance

Classic Service  Elite Protection
Experienced Equestrians

Proven Insurance 
Carriers

Equine Mortality / 
Property / Liability

TELEPHONE: 615.383.9061  800.890.9061  FACSIMILE: 615.383.0591
EMAIL: info@wade-egbert.com INTERNET: www.wade-egbert.com

40 Burton Hills Boulevard, Suite 170, Nashville, Tennessee  37215

Excellence 
in Equine    Insurance

Classic Service  Elite Protection
Experienced Equestrians

Proven Insurance 
Carriers

Equine Mortality / 
Property / Liability

TELEPHONE: 615.383.9061  800.890.9061  FACSIMILE: 615.383.0591
EMAIL: info@wade-egbert.com INTERNET: www.wade-egbert.com

40 Burton Hills Boulevard, Suite 170, Nashville, Tennessee  37215

Hunting for 
Thanksiving Dinner?

Get it to go at Forlano’s Market

Fresh Local Turkey from Day Spring Farm (Middleburg) $8/lb. (8-10 lbs. or 10-12 lbs.)
Sage Sausage Bread Stuffing, Traditional Gravy, or Cranberry Chutney
Scalloped Potatoes, Mashed Potatoes, or Scalloped Sweet Potatoes

Asparagus, French Beans, or Mixed Roasted Vegetables
Mixed Green Salad with Vinaigrette or Caesar Salad Medium

Curried Apple & Butternut Squash Soup or Kennett Square Mushroom Soup
Ciabatta, Baguettes, or Loaf Breads

Flourless Chocolate Torte, Pecan Pie, or Pumpkin Cheesecake
And don’t forget Friday’s Breakfast!

`A La Carte Menu includes . . .
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The ast Fence
Editorial • Opinion • Comments • Columns

TImES EDITORIAL

Taking a jump 
back in time

Everybody likes Oldtimers Day at the baseball sta-
dium. It’s a chance to see the stars of your youth, to 
remember, to cheer and appreciate one more time.

Twice this fall, steeplechasing has been treated to 
Oldtimers Day. At Far Hills Oct. 17, two-time cham-
pion Flat Top returned to the scene of two of his great-
est victories – accompanying Red Letter Day on the 
van ride from Pennsylvania and then escorting 3-year-
old Parker’s Project to the post as a lead pony. At the 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup Nov. 1, three-time champion 
McDynamo graced the paddock and led the fields in 
two divisions of the Junior Hunt Cup races for young 
riders.

They both look great. 
Flat Top, 16, held court in the paddock as a stream 

of visitors came by to say hello. He returned most of the 
attention with a big bump with his head, but that’s OK. 
It was still great to see him. Horses aren’t supposed to 
have human characteristics (hah!) but he looked proud 
to be there, happy for the attention and – somehow – 
like he remembered. Owned by Nancy Gerry, Flat Top 
won championships in 1998 and 2002 (with Colonial 
Cup and Grand National doubles in each season). He 
also captured the Royal Chase in 2000 and finished 
with nine wins and $592,306 earned (seventh all-time) 
in a career that ended in 2004. Elliot was tempted by a 
comeback a few times, but is now content with one of 
the world’s greatest stable ponies.

Gerry, who lives in Florida, marveled at her horse’s 

longevity and his relationship with his trainer.
“He’s the kingpin, or he thinks he is, and he just 

loves Janet,” she said. “I’ve never seen such an affair 
going on between a woman and a horse.”

Two weeks later, McDynamo got in on the reunion 
game – showing up at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup and 
stretching his legs for the junior races. Ridden by Jody 
Petty, McDynamo led the fields (one race for ponies, 
another for horses) of junior riders around a course of 
jumps before pealing off and letting them race to the 
finish. Like Flat Top, McDynamo seemed to enjoy it – 
cantering with his neck bowed and gracefully leaping 
the small chicken coops and other obstacles. If he felt 
like racing the ponies, he never let on.

Also like Flat Top, McDynamo looked superb. Now 
12, Michael Moran’s gelding would have fit in a pad-
dock for a race – not that anyone is getting any ideas. 
The career earnings leader is retired, for good. Com-
petition now comes in the foxhunting field or with his 
turnout buddies. 

“He gets ridden just about every day – he’s my No. 
1 foxhunter,” said trainer Sanna Hendriks, who hunts 

veterans Days
Douglas Lees

Old School. In the paddock for the 1971 Virginia Gold Cup (at the old course), trainer Ridgely White (who died 
last week) and jockey Willie Moore get ready. They finished second with Chapel Street.

Seventy-five years. Imagine the changes, 
the progress, the inventions, the people. 
Two fall meets – Montpelier and the Penn-
sylvania Hunt Cup – celebrated that mile-
stone this year. 

Both were special days.
The Hunt Cup produced a commemora-

tive program and had people talking his-
tory all day. The timber classic has moved 
around a bit, but has always been an impor-
tant part of the schedule with historic vic-
tors such as Bon Master, Billy Barton, Pine 
Pep, Haffaday, Jacko, Fort Devon, Dosdi, 
Von Csadek and Buck Jakes. The tribute 
advertisement to Gene Weymouth in the 
program sparked many a memory. He won 
the race in 1953 aboard Ned’s Flying and 
now owns part of the course. Read the list 
of apprentice jockeys to win the Athenian 
Idol – Speedy Smithwick, Ben Guessford, 
Mary Walsh, Bruce Jackson, Graham Mo-
tion, Beth Fenwick, Tim Keefe, Lizzie Mer-
ryman, Andy Durnin, Holly Mitten, Gregg 
Ryan, Eric Swartwout, Chip Miller, Jona-
than Kiser, Sanna Hendriks, Eddie Graham 
– and smile.

At Montpelier, the game is brush or 
hurdle racing. Yet the past runs just as 
deeply. ST wasn’t there for the first run-
ning, but we’d bet the place hasn’t changed 
much. The paddock oozes history with its 
trees, leaves, sunswept space and one-stall 
barn (for saddling the tough ones). The 
small, green jockeys’ building still fits, even 
though the jocks no longer spend the night 
in the mansion or ride in the rodeo the next 
day. The horses used to stable all over the 
property, which includes numerous barns, a 
dirt track, an equine graveyard, a chicken-
fighting pit . . . 

And a race course that meanders up hill, 
down dale and out of view for much of its 
circumference. You can’t see a whole lot at 
Montpelier – we like to stand by the rail 
of the dirt track turn – but you go anyway. 
Don’t ever change the place.

Slip Away won the Noel Laing, a race 
that counts Tourist List, Billing Bear, Tusca-
lee, Bampton Castle, Tingle Creek, Sooth-
sayer and Zaccio among its former winners. 
Francis Bellhouse, whose grandson works 
for West Point Thoroughbreds in flat racing, 
rode the winner (Cadeau II) in 1937. Bill 
Passmore, father of Bill Passmore the noted 
flat jockey and steward, won it in 1946. 
Clinton Pitts Jr., father of flat trainer Helen 
Pitts (Curlin, Einstein), rode War Union II 
to victory in 1965. And on and on. Other 
Montpelier fixtures that come to mind 
include Noel Twyman, Peter Howe, former 
property owner Marion du Pont Scott, Joe 
Aitcheson, Burley and Babs Cocks, the Val-
entines . . .

Here’s to 75 more years of Hunt Cups 
and Montpeliers. See outSidE page 27 

Flat Top, McDynamo bring back rich memories

The Outside Rail
By Joe Clancy
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with the Cheshire Foxhounds in Penn-
sylvania. “I have a whole new appre-
ciation for the horse. A good foxhunter 
is hard to come by and to have him be 
that good at it after being so good as a 
racehorse is pretty special.”

McDynamo dominated steeplechas-
ing during a career that included 15 wins 
and more than $1.3 million earned. The 
son of Dynaformer won championships 
in 2003, 2005 and 2006 and completed 
the remarkable feat of winning a race 
at Far Hills for seven consecutive years 
(including five Grand Nationals from 
2003-07). 

Now, he’s a puppy dog.
“He was fierce on the racetrack, but 

he’s the perfect lady’s hunter,” Hendriks 
said. “He goes in a snaffle and a nose-
band, stands at all the checks, sails three-
railers, anything you want him to do. He 
gets a little competitive galloping across a 
field head-and-head with another horse, 
but you would expect that.”

More Blasts from the Past
The two Eclipse winners weren’t the 

only doses of history served by steeple-
chasing this fall. Hurler, a classy timber 
and hurdle performer for Nicole Fra-
zier and Bruce Miller, played lead pony/
escort at the Hunt Cup and looked as 
grand as ever (if a little more gray).

Reader Jack Grabosky called with 
some tidbits after reading about the 
Wilmerding Memorial Cup and the 
Harry E. Harris – races at Far Hills (ST, 
Oct. 16). The Wilmerding used to be the 
feature, but gave way to the Samuel K. 
Martin and now the Grand National.

In 1962, Grabosky won the Wilmerd-
ing with Coup de Canon. Judging by the 
Freudy composite photos, the stout bay 
flashed bold jumping form and drew 
off late to win easily at what was then 
called the Essex Foxhounds Race Meet-
ing. Tommy Burns rode the winner for 
trainer A.J. Delosso.

“It was the thrill of a lifetime,” Gra-
bosky wrote in a note to ST. “I’ll never 
forget it.”

That’s easy to see in the photos. Burns 
removed his helmet and flipped his gog-
gles around for the ceremony. Delloso 
and Grabosky (now 91) look thrilled. 
They’re wearing long overcoats, suits, 
ties and big smiles. Like true old-school 
campaigners, the horse raced in the 
name of Grabosky’s wife – “Mrs. Jack 
Grabosky’s Coup de Canon . . .” 

Grabosky also shed some light on 
Harris. The former jockey is honored at 
Far Hills with a race in his name (the 
$50,000 maiden in 2009). Harris was 
killed in a fall at Aqueduct, ending a ca-
reer that included numerous major vic-
tories in the 1940s and 1950s. 

• The passing of trainer Ridgely White 
Nov. 2 brought back plenty of memories 
too. The Virginia horseman conditioned 
timber stalwarts Leeds Don, Annual 
Meeting, Chapel Street and Mongogo 
among others. Stars of the 1970s, the lat-
ter two hold spots on my list of favorites 
thanks to regal bloodlines, stellar records 
and a penchant for lopsided wins.

Usually racing with a thick lather on 
his chest, Chapel Street (a son of Nash-
ua) was the only finisher in the 1975 
Virginia Gold Cup. The previous year, 
he won by 35 lengths at Middleburg 
and finished second to his stablemate 
(by Mongo) in the Gold Cup. 
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Betsy Parker
Wipeout. On their way 
to what looked like a sure 
win, Fogcutter and Paddy 
Young skid out on the turn at 
Montpelier. Horse and jockey 
emerged unscathed.



View all our fine properties at 
w w w . T h e C o u n t r y P r o p e r t i e s . c o m

Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

CENTREVILLE, DELAWARE
Wiseacres – Incredible 7 bedroom stone 

manor house situated on 61+ acres 
of protected land / located in heart of 

Chateau Countryside on PA/DE border
$3,950,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Breathtaking views from this classic 
Milner designed house / perfection in 

every detail / 29 beautiful acres
$2,500,000

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
Charm personified!  Stone 3BR house 

with gardens / wonderful 5 stall bank barn 
on 5.5 acres / a Chester County Classic!

$998,000

EAST FALLOWFIELD TOWNSHIP
Elegant 5BR farmhouse 

on 38+ acres / 8 stall barn, 
riding ring and tenant house

$1,050,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
71 acres of rolling fields with beautiful 
house site overlooking southern views

Ideal terrain for equine use!
$2,412,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
190 acres of sweeping pastures

mature woods and gorgeous valleys
several wonderful house sites

Call for price and easement details


