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News & Notes from around the circuit

Take A Number
12 Career jump starts for Nationbuilder before the Foxbrook Novice at Far 
Hills, at least two more than every other horse in the race.

34 Consecutive steeplechase losses (hurdle and timber) for Patriot’s Path 
to start his jump career.

6 Wins in his last 12 steeplechase starts (all timber) for Patriot’s Path.

Worth Repeating
“A stakes win is better than Advil.”

Jockey Matt McCarron to a bruised Jeff Murphy, who won 
the Noel Laing at Montpelier after falling in the second

McCarron about a timber-to-hurdle convert: “He schooled over hurdles 
like a timber horse.”
Jockey Paddy Young: “That’s better than one schooling over timber like a 
hurdle horse.”

Owner Morten Buskop: “If you come to Denmark, you must come and see 
us.”
Nine-year-old Nolan Clancy: “We don’t know anybody else in Denmark.”

“Oh, I thought you were talking about horses; now I can pay attention.”
Jack Clancy, 14, as his father 

and Todd Wyatt talked Phillies – not fillies – at Far Hills

“He’s the one with the cups, so he must be the winner.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, before introducing himself to Buskop, 

who was holding the Grand National trophies after Percussionist’s win

“I love it and I hate it at the same.”
Iben Buskop (Morten’s wife and assistant) 

on the thrill – and stress – of racing horses

“We were here last year too – going crazy when the horse was second. I 
didn’t think he could top last year.”
Former World Cup skier Torjus Berge, a close friend of Morten Buskop, 

who was at Far Hills in 2009 (General Ledger) and 2010 (Percussionist)

Thank You
To Far Hills volunteers Natalie and Julie for helping distribute Steeple-

chase Times to the tents on top of the hill.

Pedigree 101
Far Hills maiden winner One Giant Step is a half-brother to steeplechase 

winners Sparkled, Three Carat and Birth Sign. Their dam, Gemini’s Gem, 
also won over jumps and is a half-sister to steeplechase star Victorian Hill 
(a Grade I winner of more than $700,000).

Travels with Carl
Jockey Carl Rafter woke up Sunday morning in Virginia and programmed 

his GPS for Unionville, home of the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.
The trip took him out Route 50 to Route 17 and up I-81 – a meandering 

path perhaps but Rafter had plenty of time.
“The clocks changed, I was early, I had my coffee, a lovely morning 

to be driving,” he said. “I was thinking it was up 81 and then cut across 
somehow. I didn’t know. I wasn’t worried about it and thought it would be 
great on the way home because there would be no traffic.”

Then he realized he was headed to the wrong Unionville. Pennsylvania 
has two, you know. Rafter headed for the one in Centre County near State 
College – northwest of Harrisburg. Luckily for him, he started early enough 
to turn around and get back to the other Unionville – about 170 miles south-
east through Juniata, Dauphin and Lancaster counties near Philadelphia.

“I was over the mountain,” Rafter said. “Ten o’clock in the morning and I 
was on the other side of Harrisburg. I was hoofing it back once I figured out 
where I was. Ninety-odd mile an hour, Amish people everywhere – women, 
children, buggies, horses – where did they come from? I was stressed.”

He got to the course at 1 p.m., in time – barely – to ride G’day G’day to 
a win in the second.

Tod Marks
Halt. Fieldview sends Darren Nagle crashing into the last fence with a last-stride stop while leading the highweight amateur timber at the 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup Nov. 7. Nagle walked away with bruises and scrapes – and proof that there are 1,001 ways to lose a race.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Second-to-last one. Stops at Far Hills, Aiken, Montpelier, Callaway Gardens and the 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup made for a long three weeks. Percussionist delighted Denmark in the Grand National, 
Nationbuilder and All Together waged two novice battles, Patriot’s Path won his third hunt cup of autumn and 
Decoy Daddy laughed home in the Noel Laing. Oh, and Danielle Hodsdon made it a jockeys’ race.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PAGES 16-20

The Big One
Far Hills and its six-pack of major races put on another steeplechase show. Danish 
jumper Percussionist stole the show – and the money – with a powerhouse perfor-
mance in the Grand National. Nationbuilder, Green Velvet, Patriot’s Path, Class Skip 
and One Giant Step added to the majesty.

PAGES 5-6

Last Fence Good
Patriot’s Path erased a fall at the last fence in 2009 to win the 2010 Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup for Irv Naylor, Desmond Fogarty and Darren Nagle. The timber veteran 
picked up his third stakes in 29 days – adding to scores in the Genesee and New 
Jersey Hunt Cups in October.

PAGES 8-10

Together, Again
Emerging novice star All Together pulled a reversal on Far Hills vanquisher 
Nationbuilder to win the AFLAC at Callaway Gardens. Farah T Salute took the co-
feature for fillies and mares.

PAGES 12-15

Irish Power
In his second American start, Decoy Daddy ran away with the Noel Laing Stakes at 
Montpelier – taking over late and winning by 25 lengths (yes, 25). 

PAGES 22-24

Three for the Show
Jonathan Sheppard and Danielle Hodsdon teamed up for three wins at Aiken as 
newcomers Barnstorming and History Boy showcase big futures and Silence got 
up via disqualification. 
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UNIONVILLE, Pa. – Darren Nagle said he didn’t 
think about it. Desmond Fogarty paced the hillside. Irv 
Naylor could barely watch. Fans held their breath.

And Patriot’s Path touched down safely over the 
last fence, dug in and caught Bon Caddo to win the 
$30,000 Pennsylvania Hunt Cup Nov. 7. The winner 
claimed his third timber stakes in 29 days and put to 
rest any residue from last year’s heavy fall while bat-
tling for the win at that same last fence. Patriot’s Path 
covered 4 miles in 9:24 3/5, winning by a length over 
Bon Caddo with Professor Maxwell third.

“We all  know what happened last year, the year 
before he bobbled at the fence too and was second,” 
said Fogarty. “It’s great that he came back from it all. 
I can’t watch sometimes. It’s a long race, this one, and 
every jump can be hard to watch. It’s nerve-wrack-
ing.”

“No horse deserves it more,” said Nagle. “He has 
run a great race around here twice but he’s never got-

ten the money. He met the last today the exact same 
way, but today he went ahead and did it.”

“I had a very weak feeling in my knees,” Naylor 
said of his thoughts at watching the last fence. “He 
had such guts – the courage and the guts and the heart 
to win that race, to catch Bon Caddo and win by a 
length. I’m so proud of him.”

The Hunt Cup drew seven timber runners but no 
clear pacemaker, leaving Bon Caddo (Jody Petty) to 
do the chores. He galloped and jumped, conserved his 
energy but was kept honest. Professor Maxwell (Gus 
Brown) sat second much of the way, followed by Patri-
ot’s Path and Haddix. Bon Caddo skipped away a bit 
on the run to the 19th fence (before the final turn), and 

pulled Professor Maxwell, Patriot’s Path and Haddix 
along. 

Brown and Nagle compared notes at the 20th.
“Anybody coming behind you?” Brown asked.
“Haddix is going OK, but I’ve left the rest behind,” 

Nagle responded. “How are you traveling?”
Brown: “I think my horse is getting tired.”
Nagle: “I can’t hold mine any longer.”
Patriot’s Path roared past Professor Maxwell, went 

after Bon Caddo at the 21st, and gave Nagle a scare.
“He was starting to climb on top of Jody a bit so I 

tried to take him back and we ended up making a bad 

Making
Amends

Tod Marks
Patriot’s Path (left), Bon Caddo (center) and Professor Maxwell reach the last fence together.

Patriot’s Path erases
demons in stakes tally

BY JOE CLANCY

PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP
Sunday, November 7

See HUNT CUP page 6 



6  •  Steeplechase Times www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, November 12, 2010

Pennsylvania Hunt Cup
Unionville, PA. Sunday, Nov. 7. Turf Firm. 

1st. $7,500.  Hwt. allow. timber. 3 miles.
NW $9,000 once 2009-10. Amateur jockeys.
1. Justpourit (IRE)  L  180  Brown
2. Genghis  L  170  Durkee
LR. Fieldview  L  180  Nagle
LR. Reveillon  L   165  Beecher 
Mgn: 49-1/2. Time: 7:30 1/5. 
O: Anna Stable. T: Richard Valentine. 
B. g. 11, Glacial Storm-Gale Choice, Strong Gale. 
Bred by Edmund Coleman (IRE)

2nd. $15,000. Allowance Timber. 3 miles.
NW2

1. G’day G’day  L  160  Rafter
2. Comanche Station  L  165  Petty
3. Wazee Moto  L  165  Young
4. Sand Box Rules  L  165  McCarron
5. Gorgeous Charger  L  165  Slater
6. Incaseyouraminer  L  160  Swope
F. Music To My Ears (Ire)  L  165  Walsh
F. Artist’s Stroke   160  Crowley
LR. Native Mark  L  160  Watts
Mgn: Neck. Time: 6:59 3/5. 
O: Magalen O. Bryant. T: Doug Fout. 
B. g. 7, Eastern Echo-Say Farewell, Second Bar. 
Bred by Magalen O. Bryant (Md.)

3rd. $35,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles.
The Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

1. Patriot’s Path  L  165  Nagle
2. Bon Caddo   160  Petty
3. Professor Maxwell  L  155  Brown
4. Haddix  L  155  Young
5. The Other Me  L  155  Beecher
F. Plum Brush  L  160  Dalton
PU. Albert’s Crossing  L  165  Slater
Mgn: 1. Time: 9:24 3/5 
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty. 
B. g. 10, Carnivalay-Rode To Nowhere, Salutely.  
Bred by Jeremy Gillam (Md.)

4th. Training Flat. 2 miles. 
Apprentice jockeys

1. Our Diva  L  157  Madden
2. Belarion  L  160  Doran
3. Pres On   150  Beecher
LR. Love Colony  L  160  Dang
*DQ. Jacob’s Little Bro  L  160  Heeney
*From 1st, for going off course.
Mgn: 5-1/2. Time: 4:23. 
O: Equivine Farm. T: Leslie Young.
Ch. m. 5, Marquetry-Cozy Lace, Cozzene. 
Bred by Valerie McNeely (Pa.)

mistake there,” said the jockey. “I gath-
ered him up again and away he went.”

Professor Maxwell also found new 
life after the second-last and the three 
reached the last nearly even. To the 
outside, Bon Caddo and Patriot’s Path 
jumped like a hunt team. On the in-
side and a half-stride behind, Professor 
Maxwell loomed. Haddix revved along-
side to make it four in with a chance. 

Bon Caddo landed running and gained 
a half-length advantage, but couldn’t 
withstand the winner’s final push.

“He absolutely winged the last but I 
was kind of surprised when Bon Caddo 
got away from me,” said Nagle. “He 
had more left than I thought. I was a 
little bit worried, but I grabbed hold of 
my lad and didn’t have to get after him 
too much. He dug back in and ran to 
the wire. He stuck his head down, he 
battled back and got it done.”

• Two races earlier, Naylor and Na-
gle looked poised to win a $7,500 ama-
teur highweight timber when Fieldview 
blazed to the last fence in total control – 
only to stop in the final stride and send 
his jockey crashing into the fence chest 
first. The mishap only stunned Nagle, 
who walked away with bruises and a 
scrape on his hip.

Anna Stable’s Justpourit (Brown) 
benefited – going from hopelessly beat-
en runner-up to easy winner for trainer 
Richard Valentine. The Irish import led 
throughout the early stages, relinquished 
the advantage to Fieldview between the 
final two fences and would have been a 

clear second over Genghis.
“I tried to squeeze and get away from 

(Fieldview) and I thought hopefully 
Darren wasn’t going that well,” said 
Brown. “I turned and peeked after the 
second-last and he was still there and 
not niggling; I knew I was in trouble. 
He came by me so easy, I was just go-
ing to sit, be second – and if something 
happened . . .”

Something happened. Fieldview 
stopped, Justpourit smartly didn’t and 
won by 49 1/2 lengths over Genghis in 
7:30 1/5 for 3 miles. 

“Just at the last second I saw Dar-
ren’s horse sliding into it,” said Brown. 
“I  heard the noise and it startled my 
horse a little bit but he was good and 

went over it. I was afraid my horse 
might stop too.”

• Four horses reached the last fence 
together in the $15,000 allowance tim-
ber, looking like hurdlers squaring up 
one more jump in a fast 2-miler at a 
racetrack rather than timber warriors 
trying to last 3-miles plus over Pennsyl-
vania countryside.

Wazee Moto, G’day G’day, Coman-
che Station and Music To My Ears rose 
as one, but only the first three raced 
on as the latter fell. Comanche Station 
(Petty) fought on the rail, Wazee Moto 
(Young) challenged on the outside. Be-
tween them, G’day G’day (Carl Rafter) 
tried to make good on a season with 
three seconds and a third. Maggie Bry-
ant’s 7-year-old homebred put a neck in 
front and prevailed over Comanche Sta-
tion with Wazee Moto third. The win-
ner, trained by Doug Fout, used 6:59 
3/5 to get 3 miles. 

Rafter, pressed into service when Jeff 
Murphy got hurt at Montpelier, said the 
between-horses move to the last actu-
ally helped his chances.

“I got detached with a turn to go, 
they jumped away from me so I had to 
nag him a bit and I was catching, catch-
ing them all the way,” said the jockey. 
“I got in between them coming to the 

last – I didn’t have any choice and it 
helped me actually. He ran up in there 
and when he landed he went again.

G’day G’day settled for the runner-
up spot in maiden races at Foxfield in 
April and Virginia Fall in October and 
was a distant second to Patriot’s Path at 
Far Hills this year. He also sent Rafter 
to the sidelines – and the hospital – at 
Thornton Hill Point-to-Point in Sep-
tember.

“He’s mended me now, made it up to 
me,” said Rafter, whose last win came 
at the Saratoga Open House in July. 
“It’s a nice feeling.”

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 5

Tod Marks
G’day G’day (right) battles Wazee Moto (center) and Music To My Ears at the last fence of the allowance timber.

Tod Marks
Justpourit
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Jack Fisher and Xavier Aizpuru left Saratoga flum-
moxed and floored. Their best novice, All Together, 
failed to finish in two starts. The 5-year-old vaulted 
into Saratoga off a wildly impressive victory at Penn 
National in June. He went off the favorite in his first 
try and pulled up after nine fences. Three weeks later, 
he took money again and pulled up after 10 fences. 

Fisher went home whipped. He called Dr. James 
Kenney and the veterinarian diagnosed a sore back 
for All Together. Kenney “injected a few spaces in his 
back,” according to Fisher, and the trainer tested the 
treatment with a flat spin at Monmouth.

All Together is fixed. 
The blue-blooded son of Danzig won the $25,000 

flat race at Monmouth, missed winning the Foxbrook 
Novice Stakes at Far Hills by a dirty nose and swept 
to an easy score in the AFLAC Supreme Hurdle at Cal-
laway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Ga. Nov. 6.

With Xavier Aizpuru, All Together overcame a dis-
liking for the course to draw off to an 8-length win 
over his Far Hills vanquisher, Nationbuilder (Brian 
Crowley), and recent maiden winner Complete Zen 
(Richard Boucher). All Together finished 2 1/4 miles 
in 3:55.8. 

Aizpuru snapped a dry spell that had lasted since 
All Together’s win at Penn National in the summer. 

“It was a real nice feeling because I was beginning 
to wonder what that felt like,” Aizpuru said. “These 
things happen in racing, Jack hasn’t had the stock he’s 
had in previous years which I guess is going to happen 

sometimes. It was a very good day. I said to Jack, ‘it 
reminds me of the good old days.’ ”

Owned by Andre Brewster and Sheila Williams, All 
Together emulated the good old days by sitting off the 
pace set by Birthday Beau, creeping into contention as 
the field climbed the final backstretch hill before roll-
ing to a dominant score. The win erased the Saratoga 
debacle and helped ease the pain of losing the photo 
at Far Hills.

“At Penn National, he did it in such an impressive 
style, I thought he could really take off and go places, 

Back
on Track

Tod Marks
All Together pulls away from the field in the AFLAC Supreme novice at Callaway Gardens.

All Together continues
progress in novice win

BY SEAN CLANCY

CALLAWAY GARDENS
Saturday, November 6

See CALLAWAY page 9 
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then he was so disappointing for what-
ever reason at Saratoga, but he ran so 
badly that I knew it couldn’t be him, I 
knew he was better than that,” Aizpuru 
said. “Jack and his team have gotten 
him right and he hasn’t looked back. It 
softens the blow of Far Hills, it’s nice to 
get a stake for the horse, for the team, 
but for the sake of an inch, it could have 
been two stakes under his belt.”

Fisher blamed the Saratoga losses on 
a rough trip in his first race which ne-
gated any chance in that race and con-
tributed to the poor effort the second 
time. 

“Somebody jumped on him behind 
and then he clipped heels in front and 
it messed up his back. I think he would 
have run well that day. He lost both 
shoes behind and I couldn’t really find 
anything wrong with him. After the 
second time, we figured there had to be 
a problem so we went looking for the 
problem,” Fisher said. “I did the flat 
race to see if we corrected the problem 
and I was pretty confident about Far 
Hills. He was pulling at Far Hills and 
off the bridle at Callaway, he hated the 
ground, he hated everything, he was a 
different horse at Callaway. He’s still a 
novice for next year.”

• Fisher doubled on the day when 
Straight To It handled six rivals to win 
the Sport of Kings maiden for Brewster 
and Williams. Ridden by Willie Dowl-
ing, the 4-year-old son of Giant’s Cause-
way sat behind Sergeant Karakorum 
and World Of Events, then reeled in 
Class Indian who had taken up the run-
ning down the backstretch to win by 4 
1/2 lengths. 

Straight To It accompanied All To-
gether from Alan Goldberg’s flat stable 
to Fisher’s jump stable during the off-
season and even ran with All Together 
in his second start at Saratoga. Tak-
ing advantage of the return to maiden 
ranks, he improved upon a third at Sha-
wan Downs.

“He has feet problems and he liked 
the company he ran against,” Fisher 
said. “He’s been a little disappointing, 
he started out looking like he might 
be all right and then he regressed from 
there. It looked like he should have won 
at Shawan but the hard ground hurt his 
feet.”

• Aizpuru doubled on the day when 
taking the Crown Royal Hurdle with 
Flying Horse Farm’s Farah T Salute. A 
two-time winner in 2009, the 7-year-old 
mare won for the first time in 2010 after 
a consistent campaign that had earned 
her a third at Tanglewood, a second in 
the Valentine at Fair Hill, a fourth in the 
Guelph at Monmouth and a third in the 
Peapack at Far Hills. 

Bred by trainer Jazz Napravnik, 
Farah T Salute finished in 4:01.6 while 
besting pacesetter The Manner Born 
(Brian Crowley) by a half-length and 
the rallying Lonesome Nun (Robbie 
Walsh).

“She was brilliant. She always is, 
she’s such a darling to have anything 
to do with because she always tries her 
very best. Luckily her best was good 
enough to win the race,” Aizpuru said. 
“I rode her a little bit differently, which 
can wake her up and make her on the 
muscle and she set out to be that way 
but once I got her settled and in a good 
position, we were right there at the top 
of the lane where I wanted to be, I knew 
she’d give me everything in a battle with 
another horse and she got her neck out 
in front at the line.”

Aizpuru has partnered the winner in 
each of her three victories.

“She’s been knocking on the door 
all year, giving away weight to decent 
mares,” Aizpuru said. “It’s nice when 
a horse who gives you everything every 
time gets a reward and for Jazz who 
bred her, owns her and trains her, she 
took a chance and got rewarded for tak-
ing a shot.”

• Sanna Hendriks took a shot with 
Determind Stand, sending the recent 
hurdler to the maiden timber at Calla-

Callaway –
 Continued from page 8

See CALLAWAY page 10 

Tod Marks
Farah T Salute (right) battles The Manner Born at the last fence of the Crown Royal.
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Steeplechase at Callaway
Pine Mountain, GA.  

Saturday, Nov. 6. Turf Firm. 

1st. $15,000. Mdn. timber.  3 1/8 miles. 
1. Determind Stand  L  160  Petty
2. Arch Hero  L  160  Crowley
3. Eye Said Scat Cat  L  155  Dahl
4. Excentrikbydesign  L  165  Nagle
5. Bow Strada (GB)  L  165  Geraghty
F. Ordered To Listen  L  165  Read
Mgn: 7. Time: 6:48 2/5. 
O: Stewart Strawbridge. T: Sanna Hendriks. 
B. g. 5, Elusive Quality-Sauterne, Rainbow 
Quest. Bred by Watership Down Stud (Ky.).

2nd. $15,000. Hwt. allow hurdle. 3 1/8 miles.
1. Dubai Sunday (JPN)  L  160  Nagle
2. Chivite (IRE)  L  168  Crowley
3. Cuse  L  154  Dahl
4. Junood   160  Boucher
Mgn: 11-3/4. Time: 6:05 2/5. 
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty. 
B. g. 9, Sunday Silence-Lotta Lace, Nureyev. 
Bred by Northern Farm (JPN).

3rd. $75,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles.
AFLAC Supreme. NW prior to 6/1/09 or NW3
1. All Together  L  150 Aizpuru
2. Nationbuilder  L  156  Crowley
3. Complete Zen  L  144  Boucher
4. Italian Wedding  L 153  Hodsdon
5. Country Cousin  L  156  Walsh
6. Ambersham  L  150  Dowling
7. Birthday Beau  L  153  Geraghty
Mgn: 7-3/4. Time: 3:55 4/5 
O: Andre Brewster & Sheila Williams. 
T: Jack Fisher. 
B. g. 5, Danzig-Unify, Farma Way. 
Bred by Jayeff B Stables (Ky.)

4th. $30,000. F&M hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles.
Crown Royal Stakes.

1. Farah T Salute  L  151  Aizpuru
2. The Manner Born  L  143  Crowley
3. Lonesome Nun  L  143  Walsh
4. Green Velvet   143  Geraghty
5. Moon Dolly (GB)  L  143  Dowling
6. Make Believe  L  143  Hodsdon
7. Jellyberry  L  143  Petty
PU. Siren’s Echo  L  149  Nagle
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:01 3/5. 
O: Flying Horse Farm. T: Jazz Napravnik.
Ch. m. 7, Boy Done Good-Farah’s Moment, 
Christopher R. Bred by Jazz Napravnik (Md.)

5th. Purse $25,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. Straight To It  L  148  Dowling
2. Class Indian   136  Boucher
3. World Of Events   154  Geraghty
4. Sergeant Karakorum L 148  Crowley
5. Nickypalmer  L  154  Hodsdon
6. Red Ghost  L  154  Walsh
PU. Naughty Sarava  L  148  Nagle
Mgn: 4-1/2. Time: 4:06 1/5 
O: Sheila Williams & Andre Brewster. 
T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 4, Giant’s Causeway-Helsinka, Pennekamp. 
Bred by Thierry Grandsir (Ky.)

6th. Training Flat.  1 1/8 miles.
1. Class Launch   147  Boucher
2. Time Off  L  145  Hodsdon
Mgn. 3/4. Time: 2:31 1/5.
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
Gr. m. 4, Waquoit-Class Babe, Class Secret.  
Bred by by Mede Cahaba Stable & Stud (Va.)  

way. She was rewarded with a win from 
Stewart Strawbridge’s 5-year-old. Rid-
den by Jody Petty, the winner sat close 
to the pace before drawing off by 7 
lengths over Arch Hero (Crowley) and 
Eye Said Scat Cat (Gus Dahl). The son 
of Elusive Quality finished 3 1/8 miles 
in 6:48.40.

“It was a pretty quick conversion. He 
ran at Morven Park (Oct. 9) over hur-
dles,” Hendriks said. “The plan was to 
run him in the non-winners of two (over 
hurdles) at Montpelier but all along I 
was thinking he’d make a timber horse. 
Jody came to me and said he was going 
to Callaway. I said what about Deter-
mind Stand for the maiden timber?”

Hendriks and Petty began the con-
version and it went like water down a 
staircase.

“We schooled him and he took right 
to it. He’d jumped logs and things before 
so it wasn’t too big of a change. He’s a 
tiny, little horse but he’s springy,” Hen-
driks said. “He can jump. Who knows? 
Hopefully next year he can go on and 
do it.”

• Front-running Dubai Sunday con-
verted to 3 1/8 miles in the highweight 
allowance hurdle, cruising to a nearly 
12-length win over Chivite (Crowley) 
and Cuse (Dahl). 

Owned by Irv Naylor and trained by 
Desmond Fogarty, the 9-year-old Jap-
anese-bred son of Sunday Silence won 
for the second time this fall. 

“He likes to make the running but 

he does a lot when he makes the run-
ning. I wasn’t sure he’d go the 3 miles, 
wasn’t sure he’d stay. Cuse and Junood 
started taking him on and we went flat 
out the last mile. I walked through the 
last two fences, he was legless but he 
just kept running. He’s tough,” Nagle 
said. “They have to take to that course, 
it’s right-handed, it’s tight, the bends 
are sweeping, the hills are sweeping. He 
prefers a flatter track, but he’s won there 
and he’s won around Montpelier. Not a 
superstar but a good, tough horse.”

Callaway –
 Continued from page 9
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Tod Marks
Straight To It (left) waits his cue behind Class Indian, Nickypalmer and World Of Events in the maiden hurdle.

Tod Marks
Determind Stand zips over a fence in his maiden timber score.
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MONTPELIER STATION, Va. – 
Last Christmas, Jeff Murphy went 
home to Ireland. He visited family and 
friends, even rode out with the stable of 
his friend, trainer Tony Mullins.

And met a dirty chestnut horse.
“It was the wettest, coldest day in Ire-

land – ever – and he had a winter coat 
on and it was lashing rain,” Murphy 
said. “He didn’t look like much, but I 
liked him. I loved his shoulder. Tony 
said he was getting ready to bring him 
in in a couple of weeks. Small world, 
isn’t it?”

Yes it is. Nearly 12 months later, 
Murphy rode that chestnut horse to a 
commanding victory in the $40,000 
Noel Laing Stakes at the Montpelier 
Hunt Races Nov. 6. Sold to owner Irv 
Naylor this fall, Decoy Daddy made 
his first American start in the Grand 
National at Far Hills and came home a 
tired seventh. The 8-year-old Lord Of 
Appeal gelding showed up fit and ready 
at Montpelier, and ran away from six 
others by 25 1/2 lengths in 5:17 1/5 for 
2 1/2 miles over the brush course. Dic-

tina’s Boy (Paddy Young) rallied late for 
second over The Price Of Love (Roddy 
Mackenzie).

Decoy Daddy found a prominent 
spot in the first four, behind timber con-
vert Major Price, Chess Board and The 
Price Of Love early. With a turn to go, 
Chess Board and The Price Of Love led 
Fantastic Foe with Decoy Daddy tucked 
away in fourth. Canardly and Dicti-
na’s Boy were all within reach and the  
group further bunched heading toward 
the third-last.

“None of them jumped brilliantly 
early; it took everybody a circuit to get 
it together,” said Murphy. “Then we 
quickened. I jumped the third-last bril-
liant. There was loads of space down on 
the inside and I just went up in there. 
He was traveling that well. I fired him 
at the second-last, I probably shouldn’t 
have done it because he made a mess of 
it, but he landed running.”

Douglas Lees
Decoy Daddy touches down over the last in the Noel Laing.

Hello Again
Murphy reunites with Decoy Daddy
in 25-length Noel Laing laugher

BY JOE CLANCY MONTPELIER HUNT RACES
Saturday, November 6

See MONTPELIER page 13 
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Decoy Daddy coasted up the rise to 
the final fence with total command. 

“I gave him a breather going up the 
hill, took a quick peek before the last 
and I wasn’t sure who was going to be 
there,” Murphy said. “I couldn’t be-
lieve I was going that well and I heard 
(announcer) Will O’Keefe say I was all 
alone so I just put my head down and 
drove him home.”

Trainer Desmond Fogarty credited a 
fitter horse for the Montpelier perfor-
mance.

“Fitness, that’s all it was,” he said. 
“When he first landed at the farm and 
had the first gallop he was blowing 
more than you’d want. He had a fall 
in his last race in Ireland (Sept. 12) and 
I think he missed some training. I said 
at Far Hills he might come up a little 
short and he did. He was right there on 
the turn and then just didn’t finish up 
as well. He just needed the run and he 
was much better for it today. I’m happy 
with him.”

Naylor bought Decoy Daddy from 
Irish owner Paddy Kehoe, whose Amer-
ican connection started with Grabel’s 
historic win in the $750,000 Dueling 
Grounds International at Kentucky 
Downs in 1991. The Noel Laing winner 
won four times in 31 Irish and English 
jump starts for Mullins.

• In 2008, Humdinger and Matt Mc-
Carron won the conditioned claiming 
hurdle at Montpelier. Two years later, 
they were back to win the $20,000 op-
tional claimer. In between, Humdinger 
switched barns (twice) and McCarron 
retired (once) and unretired (also once).

Not that it mattered on the race 
course. Humdinger reluctantly set much 
of the pace, skipped away down the hill 
to the second-last and stayed on to win 
by 2 3/4 lengths over Final Straw (Liam 
McVicar) and Orebanks (Murphy). 
The winner covered 2 3/8 miles in 5:03 
while winning for the fourth time over 
jumps.

Owned by Michael Smith and trained 
by Neil Morris, Humdinger benefited 
from some scratches including major 
players Mabou and Farndale from the 
program.

“Every horse I worried about 
scratched, and then we had a shot,” 
said the jockey. “I didn’t want to go (to 
the front) but based on his experience if 
we were going to crawl and they were 
going to leave me alone until we ran 
down the hill, it was the right move. Ev-
ery time someone came to push me he 

jumped back on the bridle and took me 
to the next fence. It’s been a long time 
since he won a race (about 19 months) 
so he was happy out there and enjoying 
himself.”

Bred by the Phipps Stable, Humding-
er joined Kinross Farm and Morris in 
2006. He won his jump debut the next 
spring against a field that included future 
stakes horse Planets Aligned and lost 
his next nine before winning at Mont-
pelier in 2008. The son of Broad Brush 
opened 2009 with a win, but endured 
another losing streak and was claimed 
by Smith and trainer Diana McClure in 
September. He then lost seven in a row 
including point-to-points and Smith 
moved the horse back to Morris. Hum-
dinger responded with a point-to-point 
flat win, a fourth on the flat at Great 
Meadow and the Montpelier win.

After winning on Humdinger in 2008 
(career victory 186), McCarron injured 
his neck in a fall at Palm Beach and re-
tired. He returned to the saddle in late 
2009 and in 2010 has raised his career 
total to 195.

Montpelier –
 Continued from page 12

Douglas Lees
Humdinger (left) shows the way over Fogcutter early in the optional claimer.See MONTPELIER page 14 

Douglas Lees
Tizsilk lands in his maiden hurdle score.
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• Racing an even third in his jump 
debut, Montpelier’s $15,000 maiden 
hurdle, Tizsilk mangled the third-last 
fence and lost ground – frustrating his 
jockey Paddy Young.

“I was trying to give him as good an 
experience as possible, but he walked 
through his fences a few times and let 
me down for no reason,” he said. “That 
fence just got in his way, he wasn’t con-
centrating at all.”

Young reacted with a warning and 
two slaps behind the saddle, communi-
cating the gravity of the situation: “You 
know what horse, you’ve just got to 
buck your ideas up a bit here.”

Tizsilk responded, zipped past the 

leaders and won by 2 1/2 lengths over 
late-running Sumo Power (Mark Watts) 
with Zulla Road (Jacob Roberts) hang-
ing on for third. The winner, a 5-year-
old son of Tiznow, covered 2 miles in 
4:16 1/6 for new owner Roger O’Byrne 
and trainer Tom Voss.

“I’m not going to say it was clean 
sailing from there on home, but he was 
good,” said Young. “He got there nicely 
when the leader stopped, and quickened 
away. I think he’s a pretty nice horse. 
He’ll be a better horse after the win-
ter.”

O’Byrne may be new to American 
jump racing, but he has plenty of con-
nections. He owns McCarthy’s Irish Bar 
in Lexington, Ky. and is the brother of 
noted bloodstock agent Demi O’Byrne. 
Tizsilk was racing at Delaware Park with 
trainer Cody Autry before being sold to 
O’Byrne, who came into the stable via 
Voss’ son-in-law Garrett Murray.

• Northfield Farm’s Expel collected 
all the pieces with a late-running score 
in the $10,000 conditioned claiming 
hurdle for trainer Teddy Mulligan. 

The 6-year-old sat well back in the 
field of seven, watched three horses lose 
jockeys and roared through the stretch 
to win by a half-length in 4:43 4/5 for 
2 3/8 miles. Dynaway (Mackenzie) fin-
ished second after leading over the last 
fence and Baron Von Ruckus settled for 
third after leading most of the early run-
ning.

“They’ve gone too quick, I didn’t 
do anything spectacular,” said winning 
jockey Paddy Merrigan. “A lap to go, 
he wasn’t doing enough – launching at 
the fences and just not doing it proper-
ly. Then he improved. They all stopped 
and I picked up the pieces.”

Expel won for the first time this year, 
but came into the race off a third on the 
flat at Great Meadow. Merrigan won 
his first American race, to go with 70 
over the past five seasons in England 
and Ireland. 

• Silverton Hill’s Chestermite gets 
called Mighty Mite around the barn for 
his size, but the nickname could also go 
toward his determination. The 6-year-
old made his jump debut in the $10,000 
maiden claiming hurdle and fought 
through the stretch to win by 1 1/2 
lengths for trainer Leslie Young. Bernie 
Dalton rode the winner, who held off 
Young’s husband Paddy aboard Class 
Mark in 4:40 4/5 for the 2 3/8 miles. 
Houghton Regrets (Merrigan) rallied 
late for third.

Chestermite won four races and 
more than $128,000 on the flat, mainly 
on the turf, but dipped to the $5,000 
claiming ranks this summer. Young con-
vinced Silverton Hill to try jump racing 
and has been impressed.

“He was a classy flat horse but he 
ran out of conditions and ended up at 
Charles Town,” said the trainer. “He 
was a grass horse so that wasn’t going 
to be his place. He’s 14.3 (hands) and 
I said to send him to us, we’d teach 
him to jump and if he didn’t turn out 
as a steeplechaser we’d find him a good 
home somewhere.”

• Training flat races went to Day-
break Stable’s Amazin Sun (Carl Rafter) 
for trainer Jimmy Day at a mile on the 
dirt track to start the day and Uruguay-
an import Inti (Mackenzie) for Triumvi-
rate KY and trainer Cyril Murphy at 1 
1/2 miles on the turf.

Montpelier –
 Continued from page 13

Douglas Lees
Chestermite (left) tackles Three Stepper (right) at the last in the maiden claimer.
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Montpelier Hunt Races
Montpelier Station, Va. Saturday, Nov. 6. 

Turf: Good. Dirt: Fast.

1st. Training Flat (dirt). 1 mile. 
1. Amazin Sun  L  155  Rafter
2. Three Stepper  L  155  Young
3. Rutledge Classic  L  155  Daley
4. Cub Scout Motto  L  150  McCarron
5. Osage  L  155  McVicar
6. Piedmont’s Prize  L  150  Merrigan
7. Sometimes Not   147  Durkee
8. The Manager   150  Dalton
9. Saracat  L  152  Monroe 
Mgn: 6. Time: 1:41 1/5. 
O: Daybreak Stable. T: Jimmy Day. 
B. g. 4, Louis Quatorze-Amazin, Conquistador Cielo. 
Bred by Mr. & Mrs. E. Allen Murray, Jr. (Md.)

2nd. $10,000. Cond. clm hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
NW2 for $15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Expel  L  150  Merrigan
2. Dynaway  L  140  Mackenzie
3. Baron Von Ruckus  L  150  Swope
4. Johann Star  L  148  Watts
F. Eamonn  L  144  Murphy
LR. Mask And Wig  L  156  McVicar
LR. Dispute This  L  150  Young
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:43 4/5. 
O: Northfield Farm. T: Edward Mulligan. 
Dk. b./br. g. 6, Expelled-Kentwood Miss, Our 
Native. Bred by Daybreak Stable (Va.)

3rd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Chestermite  L  148  Dalton
2. Class Mark  L  144  Young
3. Houghton Regrets  L  151  Merrigan
4. Last Noble  L  150  McCarron
5. Meshwaar  L 138  Hinchion
6. Distant Strike  L  150  Murphy
7. Tiefordancen  L  149  Roberts
8. White Holiday  L  156  McVicar
PU. Straightredcard   152  Slater
PU. Knight In Armour  L  156  Rafter
Mgn: 1-1/2. Time: 4:40 4/5 
O: Silverton Hill LLC. T: Leslie Young. 
B. g. 6, Chester House-Coolberry, Rahy. 
Bred by Pollards Stable (Ky.)

4th. $15,000. Maiden hurdle.  2 Miles. 
1. Tizsilk  L  154  Young
2. Sumo Power  L  150  Watts
3. Zulla Road  L   149  Roberts
4. Sol A Pino  L  154  Rafter
5. Sgt. Bart   154  Slater
6. Ajeed   150  Dalton
7. Dynacast  L  154  Mackenzie
Mgn: 2-1/2. Time: 4:16 1/5. 
O: Roger O’Byrne. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 5, Tiznow-Silky Finish, A.P. Indy. Bred by 
Rae & Bob Horton & Chas. Middleton III (Ky.)

5th. $20,000. Optional clm. hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.
NW $9,100 once or $20,000 clm. price

1. Humdinger  L  144  McCarron
2. Final Straw  L  146  McVicar
3. Orebanks  L  144  Murphy
4. Fogcutter  L  147  Durkee
5. Great Halo  L  134  Mackenzie
Mgn: 2-3/4. Time: 5:03. 
O: Michael A. Smith.  T: Neil Morris.
B. g. 7, Broad Brush-Indy Pick, A.P. Indy. 
Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky.)

6th. $40,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/2 miles
Noel Laing Stakes (brush course).

1. Decoy Daddy (IRE)  L  142  Murphy
2. Dictina’s Boy   150  Young
3. The Price Of Love  L  150  Mackenzie
4. Chess Board (GB)  L  142  Dalton
5. Canardly  L  134  McVicar
PU. Major Price  L  142  McCarron
PU. Fantastic Foe  L  142  Rafter
Mgn. 25-1/2. Time: 5:17 1/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Ch. g. 8, Lord of Appeal-Young Bebe, M. Dou-
ble M..  Bred by Charles Persse (IRE.)  

7th. Training Flat (turf). 1-1/2 miles.
1. Inti (Uru)    155  Mackenzie
2. Gustavian  L 155  Young
3. Lear Heights  L  155  Durkee
4. New Mambo  L  150  Rafter
5. Wonderfully Perked  L  155  Roberts
PU. Mariah’s Promise   152  Harris
Mgn: 4-1/4. Time: 2:46 3/5. 
O: Triumvirate KY LLC. T: Cyril Murphy.
Gr. g. 5, Dubai Dust-Rigolina, Ritz.  
Bred by Haras Don Alfredo (URU).

Douglas Lees
Expel (left) leads Johann Star in the conditioned claimer.
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – The microphone went in Morten 
Buskop’s face and the question came.

“How do you feel?”
The Norwegian-born Buskop, who bows slightly 

when he meets people, paused briefly and said in his 
best English, “Devastated.” Buskop’s horse Percus-
sionist had just won America’s richest steeplechase, 
the $250,000 Grand National at the Far Hills Races 
Oct. 23 to complete a weeklong, trans-continental od-
yssey of achievement. 

And he was devastated?
“I think I used the wrong word,” he said in a more 

private interview a few moments later. “I said devas-
tated, but I didn’t mean devastated, did I? That’s not 
the word I meant to say. I was absolutely shocked in a 
positive way, I still am. What is the word for that?”

Jubilant, exultant, exhilarated, overwhelmed. No 
matter the adjective, and the last one was most accu-
rate, people understood. 

Buskop and a horse he’s owned since May won 
the Grand National – trouncing 11 rivals including 
2009 champion Mixed Up, game veteran Slip Away, 
Iroquois winner Tax Ruling, rising star Class Bopper, 
brave front-runner Preemptive Strike and Grade I win-
ner Red Letter Day. Percussionist (J.P. O’Farrell) sat 
off an expected strong pace, found a stalking spot on 
the backside, went after the leaders exiting the final 
turn and drew off late to score by 7 lengths. Slip Away 
(Paddy Young) held for second with Lead Us Not (Bri-
an Crowley) claiming third. The winner covered 2 5/8 
miles in 5:00.40.

“When the front-runners slow down a bit, he can 
sense it and as he gets closer to them,” said Buskop. 
“The jockey usually has to grab hold of him and tell 
him to get going, but he really enjoys that. As soon as 
he’s alongside of them, he battles. He loves that posi-
tion he had coming around that corner.”

The victory actually began a year earlier, when Bus-
kop brought General Ledger to Far Hills. That horse 
raced near the front throughout, thrived over the soft 
going and stayed for second in a gallant effort. The 
hands-on owner who bases his small string with train-
er Hanne Bechmann near Copenhagen, Denmark did 
his homework in 2009.

“General Ledger needed soft ground, this horse 
doesn’t, and I knew that it wouldn't always be as soft 
as it was last year,” Buskop said. “This  horse can run 
in soft ground or on good ground and I knew he was 
a better horse than General Ledger when it comes to 
his flat form. I learned last year that the fences are 
not as steep or demanding as English chase fences – 
they suit a safe jumper, but we would call them brush 
hurdles.”

As he did with General 
Ledger, Buskop bought 
Percussionist from the yard 
of major National Hunt 
trainer Howard Johnson, 
but the 9-year-old pos-
sesses some history. Bred 
in Ireland by the Sangster 
family’s Swettenham Stud, 
Percussionist raced at 2 
and 3 for Robert Sangster 
and trainer John Gosden – 
winning twice and placing 
fourth in the 2004 English 
Derby. The son of Sadler’s 
Wells raced in England, Ire-
land, France and Italy as a 
3-year-old before topping 
the 2004 Doncaster horses 
in training sale at 340,000 
guineas. 

New connections Gra-
ham Wylie and Howard 

Johnson raced Percussionist on the flat (a 2006 win 
in the Group II Yorkshire Cup) and over jumps (wins 
over hurdles and chase fences). Buskop wanted a jump 
prospect he could campaign in Norway and perhaps 
America. He got a horse with $500,000 in lifetime 
earnings.

Buskop and his wife Iben don’t consider themselves 
better horsemen than Johnson, but do try to improve 
horses by paying attention to the details.

“He’s 9, so we really needed to get him sparkled up 
again and we did that with TLC,” Buskop said. “All 
respect for Howard Johnson, but he’s a big trainer and 
he keeps 160 jumpers. Take a class horse like this, get 
him into a small yard and give him a lot of attention 

Keeping The Beat
World traveler
Percussionist 
thumps U.S.

foes in National

BY JOE CLANCY

See GRAND NATIONAL page 17 

Danish invader Percussionist touches down in front of 
Slip Away at the last fence of the Grand National.

Tod Marks

FAR HILLS RACES
Saturday, October 23

Morten 
Buskop

Percussionist reaches for the finish line.
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– always ice him after his works, always 
take care of his legs. We use massage, 
chiropractors. We actually stretch the 
horse’s legs, do a lot of stretching with 
him. Every morning now, he actually 
lifts his front leg for me to stretch. I bet 
you nobody did that in the big yard.”

In his debut for Buskop and Old 
Times Racing, Percussionist finished 
eighth on the flat in Norway May 17, 
then finished fifth in the Swedish Cham-
pion Hurdle in June. He ran away with 
a 2-mile hurdle at Ovrevoll Racecourse 
near Oslo in August, then repeated that 
score in the Norwegian Champion Hur-
dle at 2 5/16 miles Sept. 26.

Held one day after Slip Away, Seer, 
Red Letter Day and Tax Ruling ran at 
Monmouth Park, that last win con-
vinced Buskop to try America again.

“I thought he was on the upward 
and I thought he’d love Far Hills,” Bus-
kop said. “He’s impressed me more and 
more the longer I’ve had him.”

Advance looks at the races pointed to 
plenty of pace with Preemptive Strike, 
Class Bopper, Slip Away, Red Letter 
Day and Tax Ruling signed on. A speed 
duel never materialized, but the race un-
folded predictably – after a false start. In 
his first jump start since August 2009, 
Preemptive Strike bounded to a quick 
advantage. Slip Away found a comfort 
zone in second, relaxed and in control. 
Class Bopper, 4-for-5 coming in, tugged 
at the reins in third with a daylight gap 
to fourth for the first mile. 

With a circuit remaining, Preemptive 
Strike led by 2. Red Letter Day drafted 
into third on the inside and Class Bop-
per still looked uncomfortable. Mixed 
Up dropped well back after clouting 
the seventh fence. Tax Ruling was near 
the back and laboring. Parked outside, 
O’Farrell slapped Percussionist on the 
shoulder and got an immediate response 
to move from sixth at the 10th fence to 
third on the turn before the backstretch. 
Preemptive Strike went all in with a 
huge leap at the 11th and still led at the 
13th, as Slip Away, Percussionist, Decoy 
Daddy and Lead Us Not completed the 
first five heading to the final turn.

Preemptive Strike took them around 
the turn and Slip Away followed. Be-
hind them loomed Percussionist, how-
ever, who rallied three wide and roared 
past to wrest control. 

“He traveled all the way, I knew I had 
to go a bit wide because he’s a little bit 
claustrophobic himself,” said O’Farrell. 
“Thankfully he’s got the class; you can 
give away that bit of ground, stay out 
there, give him some clean light, he 
jumps great. When you’re out there, 
you’re out of trouble.”

The battle didn’t last long as the win-
ner swept to the last with a 2-length ad-
vantage and sprinted home. Slip Away, 
still galloping away, stayed for second 
with Lead Us Not getting past Preemp-
tive Strike late for third. 

Just to the side of the Far Hills stew-
ards’ tower, Buskop watched and smiled 
– his wife could barely glance.

“She never dares to look, she listens 
to me and asks all the time but she can’t 
look,” Buskop said. “It’s a dream come 
true. I never thought I’d get him that 
good, good enough to win this race. 
Deep inside me I thought there was a 
chance but I didn’t dare think it or say 
it.”

Grand National –
 Continued from page 16

Percussionist 
and J.P. O’Farrell 
head for home 
with a Grade I 
victory in the 
Grand National.

Tod Marks
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – When Mary Ann Houghland 
inherited her husband Calvin’s racehorses, she realized 
she couldn’t keep them all.

She kept Nationbuilder, sold Sermon Of Love, kept 
Sweet Shani, sold He’s A Conniver. The decisions paid 
quick dividends when Nationbuilder and Sweet Shani 
won stakes in Houghland’s silks this spring, but quick-
ly went south as the other two starred for new own-
ers. Sermon Of Love, now owned by Bill Pape, won 
two stakes at Saratoga. Timber horse He’s A Conniver, 
now part of EMO Stable, copped two stakes this fall.

With Sweet Shani on the shelf, Nationbuilder flew 
the colors in the $100,000 Foxbrook Novice at Far 
Hills – getting up in the final stride to nip All Together 
for trainer Jonathan Sheppard. 

Nationbuilder (Brian Crowley) set up third of 12 
early, followed All Together (Xavier Aizpuru) toward 
the front before the final turn and made up a length in 
the stretch to win an Under Armour-tight photo fin-
ish. Call You In Ten (Jeff Murphy) settled for third in 
a showdown of the year’s top novices. Dismal in two 
starts at Saratoga, All Together returned to form with 
a flat win at Monmouth last out, and might have hung 
on in the Foxbrook if he didn’t drift left on the uphill 
run to the final fence.

Not that Nationbuilder was going to be denied.
“It’s a very short run-in after the last and I had to 

meet it running,” said jockey Brian Crowley said. “If 
he was slow over the last, I might as well have pulled 
up. After he landed, I was just pumping. I got upsides 
All Together and thought I might win by a head or a 
neck and then All Together came back at me again.”

Crowley and Aizpuru talked while pulling up and 
neither showed much confidence.

“Have you won?” Crowley asked.
Relief would describe the winning jockey in a race 

that tight and Crowley wore it all over his face.
“I never said so many prayers coming back after a 

race,” he said. “Jockeys hate getting beat in a short 

finish. You’re always thinking ‘if I’d done that or if I’d 
done this.’ You have all those maybes going around in 
your head. It happens to everybody, but you’d rather 
lose by 10 lengths.”

Nationbuilder joined Calvin Houghland’s string 
when breeder Augustin Stable culled a few jump pros-
pects in 2008, and broke his maiden at the 2009 Sara-
toga Open House. The son of Came Home placed in 
two novice stakes last year and was pulled up in the 
2009 Foxbrook. He opened 2010 with a mild upset in 
the Queen’s Cup Novice, then fell at Radnor and was 
fourth (behind Sermon Of Love) at Saratoga in July. 
An infected hock nearly cost the 6-year-old a start at 
Far Hills.

“We thought he’d actually torn it or something,” 
said Sheppard. “Eventually we found out it was just 
an infection, but it was pretty bad. We had to rush his 
preparation a bit. I feel good for her Mrs. Houghland 
because she saw the horses she sold go on and do well. 
It’s nice for her to be able to land a big one herself.”

Nationbuilder thrived at the distance and enjoyed 
the running style at Far Hills when compared with the 
racetrack.

“He’s a galloper, a very strong, stamina horse with 
a high cruising speed,” said Sheppard. “He can just 
keep going.”

• Two days before Far Hills, Darren Nagle rode 
Patriot’s Path at the farm – and liked the feeling. The 
veteran timber horse pulled at the reins and made 
his jockey think of nothing but the New Jersey Hunt 
Cup.

“You better run this horse on Saturday,” he told 
trainer Desmond Fogarty.

The trainer obliged, as did Patriot’s Path – who ran 
away with the $50,000 timber stakes for owner Irv 
Naylor. The 2009 timber champion won for the sec-
ond time in October and continued a comeback from 
a hard fall at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup last Novem-
ber.

“It was the first I’d sat on him since Geneseo (an 
Oct. 9 win) and I couldn’t believe him, he was nearly 
running away with me,” said Nagle of the pre-race 
gallop. “That’s something he normally wouldn’t do, 
the girls ride him – I couldn’t pull him up. I don’t 
know if it was just the fact that he won a couple of 
weeks ago at Geneseo, maybe that did his confidence 
a lot of good.”

It had to help. Patriot’s Path tracked early leaders 
Like A Bee and He’s A Conniver from fifth early, and 
advanced to third as the latter led down the backside 
the final time. Bidding for his third stakes win of Octo-
ber, He’s A Conniver (Jody Petty) fell five fences from 
the finish, handing Plum Brush the lead and Nagle a 
decision.

“I wanted to track Jody because I wanted a lead 
and I knew he’d lead me to the last,” he said. “Then 
Jody fell and I galloped straight over the top of him. 
Bernie was in front and I was tracking  him; I could see 
Bernie niggling away and I still had a double handful. 
I figured I would just get a lead to the last and then go 
past him.”

BY JOE CLANCY

Patriot
Game

Tod Marks
Nationbuilder (left) zeroes in on All Together at the last fence of the Foxbrook, Far Hills’ novice stakes.

Nationbuilder catches
All Together in novice

FAR HILLS RACES
Saturday, October 23

See FAR HILLS page 19 
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Plum Brush must have felt the pres-
sure because he promptly ducked off 
course on the final turn – leaving Patri-
ot’s Path to navigate the final two fenc-
es alone. He won by 32 3/4 lengths as 
G’day G’day (Jeff Murphy) rallied for 
second over Haddix. The winner cov-
ered 3 1/4 miles in 7:08.40 and boosted 
his 2010 earnings to $56,500 to go with 
$73,500 last year.

“My heart was in my mouth going 
over the last two, he’s not a horse who 
needs to be in front there, but he was 
good,” said Nagle. “We’re delighted, 
he’s a cracking horse. He’s the sort of 
horse you like. That fall (at the Penn-
sylvania Hunt Cup) could have been the 
end of any horse. He’s brought himself 
back, redeemed his reputation. We love 
the old horse, he’s a tough, honest, gen-
uine horse.”

• “Go to the front and improve your 
position.” The mythical jockey instruc-
tions are often the punchline to a joke, 
but appeared to be the plan for Ross 
Geraghty and Green Velvet in the Far 
Hills opener, the $50,000 Peapack for 
filly/mare hurdlers. 

Making her third start over jumps, 
the maiden shocked 11 foes (eight of 
them winners) by rocketing to an early 
lead and simply staying there. She led 
by 5 lengths at the first fence, the last 
fence and everywhere in between while 
winning by 5 1/4 for Jennifer Pitts and 
trainer Jazz Napravnik. Moon Dolly 
(Paddy Young) took second with the 
Napravnik-trained Farah T Salute (Aiz-
puru) third. The winner covered the 2 
1/8 miles in 4:02.60.

Geraghty was not surprised by the 
performance. He’d felt the mare’s po-
tential in schooling sessions, watched 
her run at Monmouth (fifth in a filly/
mare stakes) and Morven Park (sec-
ond in a maiden claimer) with Danielle 
Hodsdon aboard.

“I had something else to ride at both 
places, but I schooled her and knew she 
would be tough,” said Geraghty, who 
won the Morven Park race with Leg-
endary Pacer. “She’s won going a mile-

and-a-half on the flat so I wasn’t going 
to give them a soft lead. I shook her up 
down in the dip and she went on again, 
gave her one smack before we got to the 
beacons and I could afford to sit on her 
coming to the last because she was go-
ing so well. I had a lot of horse.”

Back in the wake came stakes-win-
ning favorite Ptarmigan, veterans Jel-
lyberry, Dynaskill and Moon Dolly, 
and 2010 winners Class Tie and Make 
Believe. Green Velvet raced as cheap-
ly as $5,000 on the flat this year and 
aimed for steeplechasing after a summer 
schooling session.

“I’ve been thinking about it for two 
years; that’s how she runs on the flat 
and we can’t get any races that long,” 
said Napravnik. “There isn’t any real 
speed with the fillies so I told Ross to 
ride it like a pony race, steal the start 
and whip and drive. She’s not that fast 
but she doesn’t stop, she could have 
gone two more turns that fast.”

Geraghty believed in the mission.
“Fair dues to Jazz,” he said. “She’s 

got a small string and does a super job. 
I’m delighted for her to win a big pot.”

• Lots of trainers understand their 
jockeys, but Lilith Boucher is married 
to hers so. . .

“When Richard comes back after a 
race and says he could have won, I be-
lieve him,” she said.

Richard Boucher told his wife Class 
Skip could have won the 3-year-old 

maiden at Virginia Fall Oct. 3 and they 
went to Far Hills with confidence. Mede 
Cahaba Stable’s homebred faced a qual-
ity group but improved from fourth 
in the earlier race to win the $25,000 
Gladstone.

The race changed drastically at the 
start when Dr. Wheat crashed into De-
monstrative and sent jockey Matt Mc-

Far Hills –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Patriot’s Path launches over the last fence in the New Jersey Hunt Cup.

Tod Marks
Green Velvet controls the pace in the filly/mare stakes.

See FAR HILLS page 20 
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Carron to the turf. The stylish Virginia 
Fall winner was out of the race before 
the first fence, leaving nine rookies to 
battle at 2 1/8 miles. St Of Circumstance 
made the early running, ahead of Dance 
Faster, Peace Fire, Union Army and Class 
Skip. St Of Circumstance led over the 
second-last, but was quickly swallowed 
up by the gang. Class Skip took over on 
the final turn, dragging Peace Fire, Union 
Army and a late-arriving Dr. Wheat into 
the picture. The winner proved strongest 
over the final furlong, getting 2 1/8 miles 
in 4:12.80 to win by 1 1/2 lengths over 
Peace Fire (Aizpuru) with Dr. Wheat 
(Crowley) third. Stewards disqualified 
the latter for the scene at the start, elevat-
ing Union Army to third.

A half-brother to steeplechase stakes 
winners Class Bopper and Class Van-
tage, Class Skip brought promise to 
steeplechasing – despite a flat career that 
consists of three nearly identical fifths.

“We love him, always have,” said 
Lilith. “It’s like apples and oranges 
comparing him to everything else out of 
that mare (Class Vim), though. He’s not 
as headstrong, he’s sensible, laid back. 
He’s just a nice type of horse. I hope he 
stays that way.”

Mede Cahaba’s Mignon Smith bred 
Class Vim and her sire Class Secret, and 
sent the mare to Skip Away – sire of ca-
pable, durable steeplechaser Slip Away 
(nine wins, $272,000 earned).

“Hats off to Mignon,” said Lilith 
Boucher. “She bred the horse to Skip 
Away because she saw Slip Away. And 

she’s got another nice horse.”

• Nobody said “Remember this one” 
after McDynamo won the the Far Hills 
maiden way back in 2001, but they 
should have. So, just in case One Giant 
Step turns into a champion: Remember 
this one.

Bred, owned and trained by Jonathan 
Sheppard, the 4-year-old started last in a 
field of nine, advanced to sixth, hugged 
the beacons on the final turn and passed 
five horses in the last 3 furlongs. One 
Giant Step (Hodsdon) caught Good 
Request (Young) and Fog Island (Ger-
aghty) after the last fence and won by 
a length in 4:06.60 – looking polished 

and poised in his second lifetime start.
The son of Mojave Moon made his 

career debut at Virginia Fall Oct. 3 and 
obviously learned his lessons, but bene-
fited from a patient approach at several 
stops in the Sheppard program.

“He was very immature when he was 
young, we couldn’t have gotten him in 
good shape to get racing over jumps 

before this,” said Sheppard. “Last year 
at Presque Isle, he had no idea what he 
was doing and he went three-eighths in 
37 or something, just easily. This spring, 
Dani has spent a lot of time with him, 
he needed that. It’s kind of fun to do, it’s 
nice when it comes through – if we can 
hold him together and don’t mess him 
up, he does have a future.”

Far Hills –
 Continued from page 19

Tod Marks
One Giant Step (right) edges Good Request (left) and Fog Island in the maiden hurdle.

Far Hills Races
Far Hills, NJ. Saturday, October 23. Turf Firm. 
 
1st. $50,000. F&M hurdle stakes. 2 1/8 miles.

The Peapack.
1. Green Velvet   139  Geraghty
2. Moon Dolly (GB)  L  143  Young
3. Farah T Salute  L  151  Aizpuru
4. Jellyberry  L  143  Mackenzie
5. Class Tie   143  Boucher
6. Dynaskill  L  143  Nagle
7. The Manner Born  L  143  Hodsdon
PU. Ptarmigan  L  151  Murphy
PU. Make Believe  L  143  Crowley
PU. Siren’s Echo  L  139  McCarron
PU. Opera Heroine  L  139  Dowling
PU. Secret Style  L  139  Roberts
Mgn: 5-1/4. Time: 4:02 3/5. 
O: Jennifer Pitts. T: Jazz Napravnik. 
Dk. B./Br. M. 5, Petionville-Green Jeans, Green 
Dancer. Bred by Althea Richards (Va.)

2nd. $25,000. Maiden hurdle.  2-1/8 miles.
1. One Giant Step  L  150  Hodsdon
2. Good Request  L  154  Young
3. Fog Island  L  150  Geraghty
4. Lake Placid  L  154  McCarron
5. Salinja  L  154  Petty
6. Nickypalmer  L  154  Crowley
7. Heldover  L  150  Dowling
PU. Straightredcard   149  Roberts
PU. Knight In Armour  L  154  Walsh
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:06 3/5. 
O: Jonathan Sheppard. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 4, Mojave Moon-Gemini’s Gem, Gemini 
Dreamer. Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa.)

3rd. $100,000. Novice Hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
The Foxbrook Stakes 

(NW before 6/1/09 or NW3)
1. Nationbuilder  L  153  Crowley
2. All Together  L  150  Aizpuru
3. Call You In Ten L  145  Murphy
4. Country Cousin  L  156  McCarron
5. Ambersham  L  150  Dowling
6. Easy Red  L  156  Young
7. Italian Wedding  L  153  Hodsdon
8. Saluda Sam  L  150  Rafter
9. Grantor  L  150  Nagle
10. World Of Events  L  150  O’Farrell
11. Baron Von Ruckus  L  150  Swope
PU. Fealing Real (Ire)  L  159  Geraghty
Mgn: Nose. Time: 4:50 1/5. 
O: Mary Ann Houghland. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Came Home-Seattle Bay, Open-
ing Verse. Bred by Augustin Stable (Pa.)

4th. $250,000. Hurdle stakes, 2 5/8 miles.
The Grand National (Gr. 1).

1. Percussionist (Ire)  L  156  O’Farrell
2. Slip Away  L  156  Young
3. Lead Us Not  L  156  Crowley
4. Preemptive Strike  L  156  Petty
5. Dictina’s Boy   156  McCarron
6. Red Letter Day  L  156  Dalton
7. Decoy Daddy (Ire)  L  156  Dowling
8. Seer  L  156  Aizpuru
9. Chivite (Ire)  L  156  Mackenzie
PU. Class Bopper   156  Boucher
PU. Tax Ruling  L  156  Nagle
PU. Mixed Up   156  Hodsdon
Mgn: 7. Time: 5:00 2/5. 
O: Morten Buskop. T: Hanne Bechmann.
B. g. 9, Sadler’s Wells-Magnificent Style, Silver 
Hawk. Bred by Swettenham Stud (Ire)

5th. $25,000. 3YO hurdle stakes. 2/18 miles. 
The Gladstone. 

1. Class Skip   150  Boucher
2. Peace Fire  L  150  Aizpuru
3. Union Army  L  150  Dowling
4. Worried Man  L  150  Hodsdon
5. Dance Faster  L  150  Young
6. Dakota Slew  L  150  Walsh
PU. St Of Circumstance  L  150  Nagle
PU. Great Halo  L  150  Mackenzie
LR. Demonstrative  L  150  McCarron
*DQ. Dr. Wheat  L  150  Crowley
*-From 3rd for interference at start.
Mgn: 1-1/2. Time: 4:12 4/5. 
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
Ch. g. 3, Skip Away-Class Vim, Class Secret. 
Bred by Mede Cahaba Stable & Stud LLC (Va.)

6th. $50,000. Timber stakes, 3 1/4 miles.
New Jersey Hunt Cup.

1. Patriot’s Path  L  165  Nagle
2. G’day G’day  L  165  Murphy
3. Haddix  L  165  Young
4. Brands Hatch  L  165 McVicar
5. Like A Bee (Ire)  L  165  Beecher
LR. Westbound Road  L  165  Walsh
LR. He’s A Conniver  L  165  Petty
OC. Plum Brush  L  165  Dalton
PU. The Other Me  L  165  Watts
PU. Albert’s Crossing  L  165  Roberts
Mgn:  32 3/4.  Time: 7:08 2/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty
Dk. B./Br. G. 10, Carnivalay-Rode To Nowhere, 
Salutely. Bred by Jeremy Gillam (Md.)  
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Jonathan Sheppard won his 1,000th 
steeplechase race at Monmouth, the first 
(and most likely last) trainer to reach 
the milestone. 

The ticker continues. 
The Hall of Fame trainer dominated 

the Aiken Fall Races in Aiken, S.C. Oct. 
30 by winning three of the four jump 
races. The winners, all ridden by Dan-
ielle Hodsdon, came in all shapes and 
sizes. 

Timber Bay Stable’s History Boy, a 
private purchase from Neil Drysdale’s 
California barn, won his debut impres-
sively. Silence, a 6-year-old house horse, 
won a maiden claimer through disquali-
fication. Barnstorming, bred for the flat 
by prominent owner Bruce Lunsford, 
won his second jump race in two tries. 

Originally trained by Frankie Broth-
ers for owner/breeder Lunsford, Barn-
storming ran twice on the flat in early 
2009 before missing 16 months and 
returning under Sheppard’s olive green 
and primrose silks. An easy prep in a 
maiden claimer on the flat led to his 
maiden claimer debut at Colonial July 
11. The son of Thunder Gulch learned 

his trade during the race and won eas-
ily. Another flat prep, this time at Mon-
mouth, produced a fourth and pro-
duced a fit and primed horse for Aiken’s 
$25,000 allowance hurdle feature.  

“I was pretty confident, I wanted 
him to run at the Gold Cup because I 
thought he would like 2 1/2 miles so I 
wasn’t that excited about Aiken but it 
was a softer field,” Hodsdon said. “He 
came out of that flat race at Monmouth 
and has been doing amazingly, I learned 
a lot about him there, he keeps getting 
better, he was weak and had a lot of is-
sues when we got him but he keeps get-
ting better, stronger, he was coming out 
of his skin before Aiken. He’s going to 
be nice.”

Barnstorming sat off the pace set by 
Farndale, moved three wide on the turn 
to reach contention with Twister Cross-
ing and Farndale at the last and then ac-
celerated to a 2-length win over Twister 
Crossing (James Slater). Farndale (Brian 
Crowley) finished third. Barnstorming 
stopped the clock in 4:21. 

“He impressed me because there were 
a couple of times when things came up 
wrong and he was really smart. I threw 
him at the last because we were three 
abreast and I thought we had to go for 
it, he corrected me and said no thanks, 
he chipped in and walked through it but 
picked up again, he doesn’t look like a 
horse who would have a turn of foot 
but he does,” Hodsdon said. “We ran 
him for a tag initially because we’d had 
him so long and he didn’t really do any-
thing on the flat but he’s going to be all 
right. It’s tough when you win your first 
two spots but hopefully he can compete 

with the novices in the spring.”

• Sheppard unleashed History Boy 
for his debut in the maiden and the son 
of Grand Slam bested veteran maidens 
Mischief (Young) and Primero Peru 
(Jorge Torres). Bred and once owned by 
prominent flat owner Joe Allen, History 
Boy began his career in France before 
moving to Drysdale’s barn in Califor-
nia. Sheppard purchased the son of 
Grand Slam for Timber Bay and began 
the preparation for his new career. A 

Catherine French
Barnstorming (left) catches Twister Crossing (center) and Farndale after the last fence.

Three More
Barnstorming takes feature to lead
triple play for Sheppard, Hodsdon

BY SEAN CLANCY AIKEN FALL RACES
Saturday, October 30

See AIKEN page 24 
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Aiken Fall Races
Aiken, S.C. Saturday, Oct. 30. Turf Firm. 

1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle.  2-1/4 miles. 
1. History Boy  L  148  Hodsdon
2. Mischief  L  154  Young
3. Primero Peru   144  Torres
4. Sergeant Karakorum  L  148  Crowley
5. Embarrassed  L  154  Mackenzie
6. Tribal Shelter  L  148  McVicar
PU. Colonial Kid  L  154  Slater
PU. Jot’s Jib  L  148  Boucher 
Mgn: 1-3/4. Time: 4:19 3/5. 
O:Timber Bay Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 4, Grand Slam-Rare Blend, Bates Motel. 
Bred by Joseph Allen (Ky.)

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. clm hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Silence  L  152  Hodsdon
*2. Sir Dynamite  L  148  Young
3. Logaritimo (Arg)  L  156  Dalton
4. Class Moon   140  Torres 
5. Elusive Prince  L  150  Mackenzie
PU. Rock Gold  L  152  Walsh
PU. Onceandfutureking   148  Slater
*-DQ from 1st for interference.
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:19 3/5. 
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Dk. b./br. g. 6, Quiet American-Silla, Gone 
West. Bred by Augustin Stable (Pa.)

3rd. $15,000. Open clm hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
$20,000-$15,000 clm. price

1. Sunshine Numbers  L  152  Dalton
2. Riddle  L  152  Hodsdon
3. Dugan  L  151  Crowley
4. Junood   152  Boucher
5. Baron Von Ruckus  L  151  Swope
PU. Rockon Rockoff  L  140  Mackenzie
Mgn: 11-1/4. Time: 4:15 1/5 
O: Sue Sensor. T: Arch Kingsley. 
Dk. b./br. g. 8, Polish Numbers-Saturday 
Sunshine, Dahar. 
Bred by Dresden Farm (NY).

4th. $25,000. Allow. hurdle.  2-1/4 miles. 
NW1X or NW2

1. Barnstorming  L  138  Hodsdon
2. Twister Crossing  L  144  Slater
3. Farndale  L  141  Crowley
4. Sharps Island  L  156  Young
5. The Editor  L  149  Merrigan
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:21. 
O/T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 4, Thunder Gulch-Soul Of The Cat, Stra-
visnky. Bred by W. Bruce Lunsford (Ky.)

5th. Training flat. 1-1/4 miles. 
1. Wild For Gold  L  155  Dalton
2. Sparkled  L  155  Hodsdon
3. Orison  L  155  Mackenzie
4. Faction  L  150  Merrigan
5. Quatorze Royalty   151  Crowley
6. Eamonn  L  155  McVicar
7. Pals Pride  L  155  Young
Mgn: 5-1/4. Time: 2:23.2/5 
O: Gene Weymouth.  T: Janet Elliot.
Ch. g. 7, Wild Rush-After The Glitter, Screen 
King. Bred by Gene Weymouth (Pa.).
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winner of 10-furlong allowance race at 
Hollywood Park in April, History Boy 
impressed Sheppard and Hodsdon lead-
ing up to Aiken. 

“I felt pretty good about him, we’ve 
taken our time with him because he’s 
young and Jonathan didn’t want to run 
him until he was definitely ready, I think 
he’s going to be really nice,” Hodsdon 
said. “He came to us real weak and he’s 
gotten stronger and stronger. He was a 
little green, made a few jumping errors 
but he’ll learn a lot from it and it’s nice 
to be able give him the whole winter to 
school and come back in the spring with 
a little more experience.”

• Silence earned his victory in the 
stewards’ stand after Sir Dynamite 
(Young) jumped across the final fence 
impeding Silence’s rally. Logaritimo fin-
ished third after 4:10.60. 

Bred by Augustin Stable, Silence 
made just his seventh career start but 
picked up his third victory of the year 
after winning twice on the flat at Pr-
esque Isle Downs for owner Bill Pape. 
The 6-year-old son of Quiet American 
made his flat debut in 2007, skipped a 
year and made his second start and then 
skipped nearly two years before his raid 
on Presque Isle.

“We’ve tried to get him to a jump 
race for two years, every time we get 
him close he gets some issue,” Hods-
don said. “He’s had a lot of history, he’s 
been around and jumping, it was nice to 
get him to the races. He’s a lovely horse, 

everybody can ride him and everybody 
likes him. He’s just been plagued.”

Hodsdon was pretty confident the 
stewards would see it her way.

“I was traveling up to Paddy very well 
going to the last, he came over on me 
in the last stride and we landed on top 
of him, we switched positions, I went 
from the inside to the outside over the 
fence and then Paddy’s horse bumped 
me a second time,” Hodsdon said. “He 
beat me three-quarters of a length, with 
a clear run I think I had him. It was very 
valid to get taken down.”

Seemingly out of the title race, Hods-
don won three to move within one of 
Young (he singled at Montpelier to 
make it a two-win margin) while Shep-
pard pushed his total to 26 for the year, 
10 more than Tom Voss.

“I think I’m out of ammunition but 
at least I got it close,” Hodsdon.

• Sheppard sent out Dugan in the 
claimer but failed to run the table as 
Sunshine Numbers ran the table in the 
six-horse claimer, opening up with every 
call and eventually dusting stablemate 
Riddle (Hodsdon) by 11 1/4 lengths. 
Dugan (Crowley) wound up third after 
4:15.2. Jockey Bernie Dalton picked up 
his eighth win of the season.

Trained in Camden by Arch Kingsley, 
the 8-year-old veteran won an allowance 
at Atlanta in the spring before finishing 
fifth in the Frost at Nashville. Kingsley 
skipped summer racing with the New 
York-bred and aimed at Aiken. 

Making his 15th start over jumps and 
first in a claimer since last summer, Sun-
shine Numbers employed the same front-
running tactics that produced a victory at 
Aiken last spring. Owned by Sue Sensor, 
the son of Polish Numbers won his fifth 
career race and improved his steeplechase 
earnings to more than $75,000.

Despite the tactics, Dalton paid cred-
it to his horse’s ability to relax.

“He can sit in or he can go and when 
he goes, he doesn’t go like he used to,” 
said the jockey. “He can relax more 
now. He’s tough now that he’s got both 
sides of his game down.”

Aiken –
 Continued from page 22

Catherine French
Sunshine Numbers (right) shows the way in the claimer.

Commemorate the 
moment by ordering a 
full color, glossy reprint 
of a Steeplechase 
Times cover. 

Is Your Horse a Cover Boy?

$75 plus shipping. 

Call (410) 392-5867 
or email 
orders@st-publishing.com

Past and Current 
Seasons Available. 
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ST Bulletin Board
Business Card Ads: $50 for one insertion, $35 each for six or more.

CFG
Creative FinanCial Group

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

Consignment New & Used  
Riding Apparel

Hunt, Show, Event, Drive, 
Sidesaddle

Bespoke Coats and Shirts

HuntCloset
the Beresfordgallery.com

For best service, call 
for an appointment.

610-347-1247
Rt. 82, Unionville, PA

(336) 312-5996
irishridingadventures@yahoo.com

Stephanie Miller
U.S. Booking Agent

Aille Cross Equestrian Centre
The Connemara Trail

Irish Riding Adventures
www.irishridingadventures.com

3309 Wedgewood Place
Greensboro, NC 27403

Camden Residential Real Estate LLC
Historic Cottages & Equestrian Properties

803.272.6207 cell
803.432.0102

kcrichardson4@yahoo.com

Keith Richardson
Broker/Owner

Agricultural
Equine

Commercial
Residential

610-804-2295
www.cochranfence.com • hank@hlcochran.com

Fence Construction
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Three-Year-Old 
Hurdle Prospect For Sale

Dance Faster
Dance Master-Candy Wood, Baederwood.

Pennsylvnia-bred. Winner on the flat in 2010.

Third in hurdle debut at Virginia Fall 
and fifth in the Gladstone Stakes at Far Hills.

Contact Ken Kachel
717-805-2778

kachel2040@gmail.com

Jake Chalfin spends most of his time talking about 
the quality of his friends rather than the context of his 
life. 

When asked about how he’s doing, the amateur 
steeplechase jockey tells you about how much his 
friends and family are doing to help him. 

Chalfin, injured in a fall at Blue Ridge Point to 
Point Sept. 18, is paralyzed from the chest down. He’s 
presently at Magee Rehabilatation in Philadelphia. He 
expects to be home by January. He’s determined to 
walk again. 

Chalfin’s friends and family have established Cha-
sin’ for Chalfin, a beneficiary trust for Chalfin. It has 
set a goal of raising $1 million to help offset Chalfin’s 
expenses which include renovations to his house and a 
specially equipped van. 

Chasin’ for Chalfin is hosting a party, Stealin’ the 
Start, Dec. 4 at the Stone Barn in Unionville, Pa. 

“There’s a chance I could be there, I probably have 
the ability but I’m not sure I can handle it emotionally, 
I’d probably just sit there and cry the whole time and 
I don’t know if I want to do that,” Chalfin said. “It’s 
been unreal, it breaks my heart, you never know how 
many friends you have until something like this hap-
pens. I used to think I’d make one solid friend from ev-
ery four people I’d meet but I was dead wrong, every-
body I’ve met has become a friend, a sincere friend.”

Chalfin, 32, broke 13 vertebrae in the fall and un-
derwent surgery at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore before 
moving to Magee. 

“It’s a great community out there, it’s humbling,” 
Chalfin said. “Fellow horsepeople understand, I’ve 
gotten a lot of cards, people are praying for me, I’ve 
got people I’ve never met who have put me on their 
prayer list. I’ve got churches from here to Colorado 
praying for me.”

Chalfin rode his first jump race in 2007 and won 
two races that fall. He finished fourth in the 2008 
Maryland Hunt Cup aboard Rosbrian. On the point-
to-point and NSA circuits, he’s won 20 jump and flat 
races. Beyond horses, Chalfin worked in sales and 
marketing at Laurel Valley Soils in Avondale, Pa. and 
plans to return to that position when he is released 
from Magee. 

Chasin’ for Chalfin sold T-shirts and wristbands at 
at a booth at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup and plans 
a large silent and live auction at the Stealin’ the Start 
event in December. Auction items are being sought. 
Contact Arabella Knox Brockett at (443) 824-7666 
for more information.

– Sean Clancy

Chalfin works at rehab. progress;
friends, family launch fundraiser

Stealin’ The Start
What

Fundraiser event for the Jake Chalfin Beneficiary Trust. 
Dinner, music, live and silent auctions.

Why
To offset expenses not covered by insurance.

Who
Everybody and anybody.

When
Saturday, Dec. 4. 6:30-11 p.m. 

Where
The Stone Barn, 550 Upland Rd., Kennett Square, Pa.

Tickets $150 per person. 
VIP seating for eight is $5,000 per table. Special rate 

of $100 is available for NSA jockeys and grooms.

RSVP by Nov. 19. Tickets will not be sold at door. 
Reserve by email at eventinfo@chasinforchalfin.com, 

or mail a check made payable to the Jake Chalfin 
Beneficiary Trust to:

Jake Chalfin Beneficiary Trust
111 Spottswood Lane

Kennett Square, PA 19348

See www.chasinforchalfin.com 
for more information on the fund and party.

Tod Marks
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Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .......................... 99  18  21  15  $571,500 .18
Danielle Hodsdon ................... 54  16  7  7  342,710 .30
Carl Rafter .............................. 51  12  6  4  232,220 .24
Darren Nagle .......................... 70  10  9  9  329,220 .14
Richard Boucher .................... 35  10  3  7  165,800 .29
Jeff Murphy ............................ 61  9  9  11 221,500 .15
Brian Crowley ......................... 42  9  9  6  427,440 .21
Jody Petty .............................. 61  9  6  7  203,250 .15
Bernie Dalton ......................... 52  8  13  4  179,550 .15
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 49  8  11  7  264,450 .16

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
*-Jonathan Sheppard ............. 93  26  11  20  $805,930 .28
Tom Voss ............................... 94  16  26  10 515,400 .17
Jack Fisher ............................. 80  12  14  12  427,250 .15
Kathy McKenna ...................... 60  8  4  5  130,245 .13
Desmond Fogarty ................... 33  7  1  5  246,500 .21
Richard Valentine ................... 43  6  7  5  92,440 .14
Doug Fout .............................. 41  6  4  8  149,650 .15
Sanna Hendriks ...................... 19  6  2  3  75,400 .32
Teddy Mulligan ....................... 30  5  2  5  72,700 .17
Lilith Boucher ......................... 19  5  2  2  87,600 .26

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Bill Pape ................................. 36  7  4  9  $317,390 .19
Irv Naylor ............................... 78  12  5  8  315,500 .15
Arcadia Stable ........................ 23  5  3  0  164,600 .22
Ken and Sarah Ramsey .......... 13  2  5  2  163,500 .15
Hudson River Farm ................ 13  3  4  5  161,790 .23
Morten Buskop ........................ 1  1  0  0  150,000 1.00
Mary Ann Houghland ............. 13  3  2  1  149,400 .23
Maggie Bryant ........................ 37  7  5  4  120,400 .19
Dumbarton Farm .................... 12  3  2  1  102,200 .25
EMO Stable ............................ 32  4  2  3 87,350 .13

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Percussionist (ire) ...................  1  1  0  0  $150,000 1.00
Slip Away ................................. 6  1  3  1  131,500 .17
Arcadius ................................... 5  2  2  1  124,500 .40
Sermon Of Love ....................... 5  2  0  2  109,500 .40
Nationbuilder ........................... 5  2  1  0  107,000 .40
Tax Ruling ................................ 4  1  0  0  105,250 .25
Bubble Economy ...................... 3  2  1  0  95,400 .67
Easy Red .................................. 8  2  2  1  90,950 .25
Divine Fortune .......................... 6  2  1  1  86,000 .33
All Together .............................. 7  2  1  0  80,000 .29

Timber Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
*-Bubble Economy ................... 3  2  1  0  $95,400 .67
Patriot’s Path ............................ 7  3  0  1  77,500 .43
He’s A Conniver ........................ 4  2  0  0  51,000 .50

Fillies/Mares (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
*-Ptarmigan ............................. 6 3 0 0 $42,000 .50
Green Velvet ............................. 4 1 1 0 34,050 .25
Farah T Salute .......................... 6 1 1 2 33,400 .17

Novice Hurdle Horses (Money Won)
Maidens at the start of 2010

 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
*-All Together........................... 7 2 1 0 $80,000 .29
Call You In Ten ......................... 4 2 1 1 55,600 .50
Virginia Minstrel ....................... 4 2 1 0 42,600 .50

*-Clinched NSA Division Championship

NSA Standings
THROUGH NOVEMBER 12

Grand National winner Percussionist 
will stay in the United States after being 
sold to American owner Irv Naylor.

The 9-year-old son of Sadler’s Wells, 
who dominated America’s best steeple-
chasers with a 7-length score at Far Hills 
Oct. 23, will point for the $100,000 Co-
lonial Cup at Springdale Race Course in 
Camden, S.C. Nov. 13.

The move gives Naylor another rep-
resentative in the stakes division, joining 
Iroquois winner Tax Ruling and recent 
Irish purchase Decoy Daddy. Percus-
sionist will be trained by Kristin Close 
and Tom Foley in Maryland.

In his only American start, Percus-
sionist won the Grade I Grand National 
for Morten Buskop and Old Times Rac-
ing. Bred in Ireland by Swettenham 
Stud, Percussionist closed his European 
career with back to back hurdle wins in 
Norway in August and September. 

Buskop bought the horse in May and 
planned the American endeavor, which 
resulted in a $150,000 payday in the 
Grand National. For his career, Percus-
sionist has earned more than $709,000 
from 11 wins (eight over fences). Naylor 
also purchased maiden hurdler World 
Of Events, who was 10th in the Fox-
brook Novice (vs. winners) at Far Hills, 
from Buskop.

Naylor hopes the purchase bolsters 
his chances for the 2010 National Stee-
plechase Association owner champion-

ship. Second in 2009 by just $4,000, 
he trailed Bill Pape by roughly $50,000 
when Percussionist joined the stable af-
ter Far Hills.

Following a big weekend that includ-
ed stakes wins in the Pennsylvania Hunt 
Cup and Noel Laing Nov. 6-7, Naylor 
now trails Pape by less than $2,000. Each 
man entered two horses in the Colonial 
Cup – Percussionist and Tax Ruling for 
Naylor, Mixed Up and Lead Us Not for 
Pape with Naylor represented by several 
others on the day. Neither man has won 
the seasonal crown. 

“(Percussionist) obviously looks like 
a nice horse and I bought the package 
because the price seemed right,” said 
Naylor. “I just missed being leading 
owner last year and I’d hate to miss it 
by a narrow margin again.”

Long a major steeplechase owner and 
former amateur jockey, Naylor was in-
jured in a fall while riding a race in 1999 
and is partially paralyzed. He has taken 
part in a number of ground-breaking 
research developments and plans to un-
dergo stem-cell surgery sometime next 
year.

“If that’s the case, I am going to be 
out of (steeplechasing) for most of the 
year,” he said. “My horses won’t be out 
of it, but I might be so that’s why there’s 
some degree of anxiety this year. I’ve 
been close and I’d really like to win it 
one year.”

Naylor eyes Colonial Cup, owner title 
with Grand National  hero Percussionist
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Chinese Checkers Stable ...... Bill Hutchinson
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Sweet Shani ......................................... $33,000
Air Maggy ............................................ $10,500
............................................ $327,550
Rolling Thunder Stable ..............Bob Lunny
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $312,400
Genesee Valley Racers .......... Gail McGuire
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $37,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
............................................ $301,050

Honey Locust .....................Winfield  Sapp
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $37,500
Class Century ....................................... $18,000
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
............................................ $284,500
Pink Moon ......................Susan Haldeman
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
All Together .......................................... $80,000
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
............................................ $279,850
Mustangs .......................... Patrick  Morss
Divine Fortune ...................................... $86,000
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Ptarmigan ............................................ $42,000
Class Century ....................................... $18,000
Your Sum Man .............................................. $0
............................................ $266,100

Try Again Stable...................... Jim McVey
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Torlundy ............................................... $27,000
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
............................................ $261,450
Ponyup............................Ashley  Monroe
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $28,000
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Biggerbadderbetter ....................................... $0
Fleeting Thunder ........................................... $0
............................................ $245,000

Doodles Farm ..................... Nolan Clancy
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
He’s A Conniver .................................... $51,000
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $31,600
Moving Violation .................................. $15,050
Jellyberry ............................................... $7,000
Pynaformer ............................................ $6,750
............................................ $242,900
Browntrout Stable ................. Douglas Lees
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Incomplete ............................................. $7,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $242,400

6 ‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern

Tod Marks
Class Skip powers to the finish of the Gladstone stakes for 3-year-olds at Far Hills.

Down to the Wire
One race meet to go and the battle at the top is pretty close as Bill Hutchinson and 

Bob Lunny have Patriot’s Path to thank for their late moves. Heading to the Colonial 
Cup, Lunny’s Rolling Thunder Stable can claim the top prize if Tax Ruling places first or 
second in the Colonial Cup (and no more additional income for Hutchinson). Hutchinson 
takes the October prize – a $50 gift certificate to The Whip Tavern. The top 28 (through 
Nov. 12) are listed here. Check www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Steeplechase Times’ Holiday Gift Mart
A Perfect Choice

for Holiday Shopping

Give a gift that arrives all  year
Send someone you know a Steeplechase Times subscription – or get one for yourself

$35 per year anywhere in the U.S. • Discounts for multiple years • We’ll send a gift card
Available online at www.st-publishing.com/store or by telephone at (410) 392-5867

Also on page 21
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Carglen Stable .................. Joe  Clancy Sr.
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
Peace Proposal ...................................... $2,700
Jack Twist .............................................. $2,250
Shiny Emblem ........................................... $800
Hi Flyin Indy .................................................. $0
............................................ $235,500
‘Bout Broke Farm .................... Lisa  Beige
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Dynaskill ................................................ $6,100
Steppenwolfer ........................................ $2,000
Old Man Buck ................................................ $0
Your Sum Man .............................................. $0
............................................ $235,000
Cheltenham Invasion ......Richard Hutchinson
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Diva Maria ............................................ $28,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $17,500
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
............................................ $231,950
Remember November ............ Bo Strandnes
Divine Fortune ...................................... $86,000
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Diva Maria ............................................ $28,000
Be Certain ..................................................... $0
Fradiablo ....................................................... $0
............................................ $226,050
Hunter’s Gate Stable .......... Barbara Taggart
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Major Malibu .......................................... $7,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Old Man Buck ................................................ $0
............................................ $226,050
Here’s The Plan Stable .......... Serelee Hefler
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Swagger Stick ...................................... $33,600
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Fleeting Thunder ........................................... $0
............................................ $225,900

Very Un Stable ................ Coralie  Galyean
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
............................................ $225,550
Prestbury Dreams Stables ......Pete Fornatale
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $31,600
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
Steppenwolfer ........................................ $2,000
............................................ $225,450
Kim’s Kutie Kolts ......................Kim Koran
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
VirgInia Minstrel .................................. $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
South Monarch .................................... $30,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Best Alibi ................................................ $3,000
............................................ $220,900
Millstone Farm ..................James Watrous
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Farah T Salute ...................................... $33,400
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Back To Mandalay .................................. $8,100
............................................ $218,100
College Cash ....................... Betty McCue
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
Quiet Approval ..................................... $40,400
Takmeoutodabalgame .......................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $14,400
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Incomplete ............................................. $7,500
............................................ $216,800
Clip Clop .................................J. Oranzi
Slip Away ........................................... $131,500
All Together .......................................... $80,000
Best Alibi ................................................ $3,000
Beachcomber ......................................... $1,800
Attention Deficit ............................................ $0
Shady Valley.................................................. $0
............................................ $216,300

Keep On Truckin! .................Betty  Sanchez
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $216,150
Baby Sister Stable ............... Saoirse Young
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Miss Crown .......................................... $22,200
Prince Rahy .......................................... $17,500
Relear ..................................................... $2,000
Baylor Dude ........................................... $1,695
............................................ $215,395
Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $77,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $215,150

Polish Power Stable ............. Eric Dudzinski
Arcadius ............................................. $124,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
South Monarch .................................... $30,500
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Steppenwolfer ........................................ $2,000
............................................ $212,600
Mitch’s Mule Ranch ............ Edwin Mitchell
Tax Ruling .......................................... $105,250
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Incomplete ............................................. $7,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $202,900
Pony Girl ......................Elizabeth Watrous
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $34,550
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Back To Mandalay .................................. $8,100
Jellyberry ............................................... $7,000
............................................ $201,550

Tod Marks
Veteran Dubai Sunday (right) controls the pace at Callaway Gardens.
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Better than
good for the game

M
orten Buskop bear-hugged Percussion-
ist. When the horse could tolerate the 
attention no longer, Buskop turned 
to his wife, Iben, and kissed her. One 
of those long, slow, embracing kisses 

that celebrate a momentous achievement.
By the time they finished, Percussionist wanted an-

other hug.
The Buskops pulled off a Grand National victory by 

Percussionist at Far Hills Oct. 23 – traveling from their 
home in Denmark to New Jersey by way of Amsterdam 
and New York in a week. They collected $150,000 in 
purse money, added another check with the sale of Per-
cussionist and World Of Events to American owner Irv 
Naylor and – more importantly – proved it could be 
done.

Their way.
Morten Buskop makes his living in the computer 

software industry. His wife is an attorney. They feed 
an interest in Thoroughbreds by keeping a handful of 
racehorses with trainer Hanne Bechmann at her yard 
near Copenhagen. No mere owners, the Buskops do 
much of the work themselves and bring a sense of 
horsemanship, creativity and big thinking.

“I’ve been loving the game all my life, always with 
the horses, always trying to improve them and trying to 
do a good job with them,” Morten said at Far Hills.

But always part-time. 
Born in Norway, Buskop went to school to be a 

chef and opened a small chain of cafes (“they actu-
ally still live, I got diluted out,” he said). He worked 
for the Norwegian Tote for a spell, then took a job 
with Ibistic, a software company, in 2001. He became 
a top salesman and helped the company open a a divi-
sion in Denmark, eventually rising to CEO of the new 
company – Ibistic Technologies. He oversaw the sale of 
that company and now works for Evenex, a purchase-
to-pay business software company.

“That’s my profession,” Buskop said. “I’m a com-
mercial product manager, making the roadmaps, de-
ciding what we should build in, what modules, what 

High Achiever
Jim Graham

Take That. Darren Nagle tells rival Jody Petty how it is after winning the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup on Patriot’s Path.

“It’s so good for the game when some-
thing like this happens.” 

Yes and no.
American jump racing gets a big boost 

when a foreign invader sees fit to compete 
in a major race, an even bigger lift when 
said horse actually wins. American steeple-
chasing gets into conversations in England, 
Ireland, France, even Denmark and Norway 
this year. American jump racing pales in 
comparison to its bigger cousins across the 
Atlantic, and it’s nice to have them notice 
now and then.

More locally, Thoroughbred people in 
Kentucky  and other states might at least 
take note of a foreign horse winning the 
Grand National as Percussionist did this 
year – especially one by Sadler’s Wells, one 
with an English Derby start on his chart.

But sometimes foreign success hurts.
Victories the last two years by Your Sum 

Man and Percussionist made American 
jumpers look rather ordinary. They sent a 
message – incorrectly – that any old Irish 
or English or Danish horse with even the 
slightest ability can win a major jump race 
in the United States. We know that’s not 
true, it’s just tough to convince others of 
that sometimes. The e-mail in-boxes at ST 
flowed with comments from readers about 
the mediocrity of American jump racing and 
we couldn’t help feeling a bit of jingoism.

Several years ago, Zabenz made U.S. 
jumpers look slow and overmatched at 
Saratoga. Another Australian visitor, Rand, 
thumped the Americans in the Iroquois 
at Nashville. Years ago, French invader 
Gacko beat the Yanks in the Breeders’ Cup. 
Further back, Grand Canyon laughed at 
America’s best in the Colonial Cups of 1976 
and 1978. Highland Bud, Jimmy Lorenzo, 
All Gong, Hirapour, Inlander, L’Escargot – 
American champions all – honed their crafts 
overseas before tackling these shores.

We welcome foreign participation; it is 
good for the game. We just wish for two 
things:

1. That the participation occurred con-
sistently so that when true American stars 
emerged the foreigners took chances as well. 
We would have enjoyed seeing Percussionist 
try to run with McDynamo or Good Night 
Shirt, Flat Top or Pompeyo, Lonesome 
Glory or Warm Spell. Bring it on boys. May 
the best horse win.

2. That American owners and train-
ers realize the airplanes go East and West. 
Remember when U.S. challengers went to 
Cheltenham in December? Remember Ben 
Nevis at Aintree? Jay Trump? Flatterer’s as-
saults on the English and French Champion 
Hurdles? Lonesome Glory’s win at Chelten-
ham? Go on, give it another go. Pack the 
trunks, find the quarter sheets, call IRT and 
head to England or Ireland. 

Wear your red, white and blue.
See OUTSIDE page 31 

Buskop, horse deliver on big stage at Far Hills

The Outside Rail
By Joe Clancy
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features. I’m there doing that as well as I 
can while dreaming about my horses.”

Horses were always a pursuit for 
Buskop, 43. He rode races as an ama-
teur, paid attention, worked at it and 
made connections. Former English 
jump jockey Peter Scudamore is a close 
friend. Another longtime friend, Bech-
mann trains out of a 20-horse yard near 
Copenhagen and gives the Buskop hors-
es a home base. Nearly 20 years ago, 
Buskop spent six months at Hialeah 
with American trainer Frank Seremba, 
hatching an interest in American jump 
racing from south Florida.

“At that stage I was riding a bit as an 
amateur and I followed the steeplechase 
circuit,” he said. “I always thought ‘one 
day . . . one day.’ ”

He picked the brain of Scudamore, 
who made several American forays in his 
career, and dreamed of taking a chance 
in a major American race. The day came 
in 2009 when Buskop brought General 
Ledger to the United States and finished 
second in the Grand National. The plan 
took one more step in 2010 as Percus-
sionist (“Percy” to his people) made off 
with the country’s richest jump race.

“It’s a dream come true,” Buskop 
said. “I did all the research I could, I 
talked to people, I watched as much 
video as I could, I read Steeplechase 
Times. General Ledger was second and 
it was amazing. I’ve worn out the video 
from last year. If you put that on my CD 
player now it won’t work. Honestly, I 
have a blue Monday or something and 
I see that I just start crying. I achieved 
that. I couldn’t even dream of winning 
it but I wanted to try. We were going to 
try if we could find the right horse to 
come back.”

Buskop bought Percussionist from 
English trainer Howard Johnson and 
put together a step-by-step schedule that 
included a flat race in Norway (eighth), 
the Swedish Champion Hurdle (fifth), 
and back to back hurdle wins in Nor-
way including the Champion Hurdle in 
late September.

Next stop, Far Hills.
“I learned last year that it’s very in-

viting, it’s nice to come here,” he said. 
“I thought maybe this year, after finish-
ing second, people would be a little less 
inviting – ‘this guy thinks he’s going to 
do it again? It can’t be done again.’ But 
everyone has been very generous and 
welcoming.”

Buskop completed the odyssey by 
selling Percussionist and maiden hurdler 
World Of Events to Naylor. The move 
surely stressed the horseman in Buskop, 
but made all the sense in the world to 
the businessman. 

Buskop lives in a country with no 
steeplechase racing, but longs to be a 
steeplechase trainer.

“I’m very close to taking the chance 
of going into horses full time,” he said 
at Far Hills. “I love it. It’s what I like 
to do. People think I’m crazy, but it’s a 
lovely place to train a horse. There is a 
beautiful park near the yard. We usually 
go there first and ride, walk them, warm 
them up – then we can train on a cush-
ion track, a grass track, sand; it’s very 
nice. And Copenhagen is quite central. 
To go from there to Oslo is six hours. 
To Stockholm is six or seven hours. 
Germany and France aren’t that far.”

And neither is America.

Outside –
 Continued from page 30

Loosen ‘off-course’ rule to help game
Once again, the Steeplethon race at Great Meadow has been a source 

for controversy. The horse that led the race from start to finish without cut-
ting a flag or beacon was disqualified. This happened because of a rule that 
states that horses must follow the prescribed course on the course map.

The course map took the field to the right of a fence after the stone 
wall and the horse in front went to the left. He did not save any ground, 
was the leader going into the fence and was the leader after joining the 
field again, not cutting any of the beacons placed on the course. My ques-
tion is this: If we are going to use beacons and flags to mark a course, 
why do we have a “prescribed” course as well? My next question is: If 
we are going to have a “prescribed” course, why do we use beacons and 
flags? To me, there needed to be a beacon after the stone wall marking 
the way. Some people have told me that it really was not an option, but it 
has to be considered an option since one rider went that way, did not save 
any ground and finished in front of the other horses. 

Any rider who has ridden a race will tell you that the things come up 
very quickly. This is particularly true when the course does not follow 
a regular pattern. The rider in front has to make a quick decision while 
those behind have a little more time to think. When there is an option, 

there needs to be a beacon indicating which way to go. 
I will not say that the stewards made the wrong decision. According 

to the current rules, their decision was correct. What I am saying is that 
the prescribed course rule is a bad one. We are spending a great deal of 
time and money educating our stewards. They should be allowed to look 
at each race and make a decision based on the facts. “Did the horse go 
the necessary distance and did he cut any flags; did he interfere with any 
other horse in the race.” When the answer to all of these questions is 
“NO,” then that horse should be declared the winner.

In this case, the best horse on that day did not win the race. The 
horse probably ran the race of his lifetime only to be taken down. It takes 
a great deal of time and money, often times with few rewards, to train a 
horse to run in a race such as this. When things like this happen, one 
need not think too long to understand why we are losing owners in this 
game. For most of us, there are many more lows than there are highs. 
The stewards’ hands were tied because of a rule passed that was not well 
thought through. Hopefully this will not happen again. The steeplechase 
game cannot afford it.

W. Gary Baker, Middleburg, Va.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR




