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here&there... in Steeplechasing

.36: Winning percentage (5-for-14) of jockey Ross Geraghty at Far Hills 
the past three seasons.

.09: Winning percentage (10-for-114) of jockey Ross Geraghty every-
where else the past three seasons – through October.

5: Times in the past seven years a trainer has won three races at Far Hills: 
J.W. Delozier (2011), Tom Voss (2009), Jack Fisher (2008) and Sanna Hen-
driks (2007 and 2005).

3: Consecutive victories by Irish-breds in the Grand National. 

Earnings by horses owned by Irv Naylor in American jump 
races this year (through October), a new single-season record – with three 
weeks to go.

$596,991: The previous record, set by Augustin Stable in 2000.

Career earnings of eventual winner Sweet Shani before the 
Peapack at Far Hills.

$197,150: Combined earnings of the six others in the race.

Horses to win at least six jump races in a single season in the past 17 
seasons: Saluter (1995), Serenity Prayer (1996), Regal Again (2003) and 
Lake Placid (2011). 

John and Linda Griggs’ homebred maiden hurdler is by 
Whywhywhy out of Trickily.

Lana Wright’s homebred 3-year-old is by Rimrod, out of Lowlights.

“I went faster on Eddie yesterday.”

“What’s it mean when a horse runs a cracker?”

“Tax Ruling’s jockey has a gold cap – so I think of gold and money and 
taxes and Tax Ruling.”

“Thankfully, he’s got big ears and I was able to grab hold and pull myself 
back in the saddle.”

“She probably wouldn’t have found the closing gear some of those others 
have, but she’d have tried them, given them a run that’s for sure.”

“I looked over and saw that gray face and felt like ‘Already, she’s here al-
ready?’ I knew it was her. It was the wrong shade to be The Manner Born.”

Ryan Lasek/Eclipse Sportswire

Open 11:00am ~ midnight 
Closed Tuesday

1383 North Chatham Road
West Marlborough,  
Pennsylvania 19320

610.383.0600 
t h e w h i p t a ve r n . c o m

Post Time is  
5 o’clock  

with replays  
through  

the evening

Best English Pub

November 9
Callaway Gardens

Montpelier
PA Hunt Cup

November 16
Charleston

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE 
NIGHT

AT

http://www.whiptavern.com/
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. We’re back. The news comes so quickly in the fall season that these editions could be daily. Far 
Hills, what can you say? The year’s biggest meet never fails to deliver a thrill. This year, owner Irv Naylor and trainer 
J.W. Delozier ruled with three wins including the Grand National and a new record earnings figure for NSA owners. Wow. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PAGES 20

Oodles of Noodles?
Get to know trainer Julie Gomena in our Q&A.

PAGES 6-11

Southbound
The fall circuit makes its first trip into warmer climates with Aiken’s annual fall stop. 
Gustavian wins his second of the season while course specialist Dugan triumphs 
once again.

PAGES 12-16

Triple Play
Already the leading owner on the circuit, Irv Naylor goes big time with a powerful 
day at Far Hills. Wins by Imperial Gin (maiden), Lake Placid (novice) and Black Jack 
Blues (Grade I Grand National) provide the thrills.

PAGES 18-19

The Rest of the Story
There were races Irv Naylor didn’t win at Far Hills. Delta Park won the timber, Sweet 
Shani the filly/mare and Wanganui the 3-year-old stakes. 

PAGES 22-23

Runaway
Longtime leader Doug Lees shows the way – still – in our Pick Six contest thanks 
to Lake Placid.
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View all our fine properties at 
w w w . T h e C o u n t r y P r o p e r t i e s . c o m

Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen
Eliot Dalton 
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i3i3i3i3i3i3i3i3i

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP/CHESHIRE HUNT
60+/- acres / 5 bedrooms

indoor pool /movie theater
Spectacular views  

INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY!  
Why face the endless hassle of flying or driving to your vacation home 
when you can have your year-round vacation retreat less than an hour 
from Philadelphia or an hour and a half from Baltimore/Washington.  
Willow Run is a country retreat that is delightful in all four seasons! 

Enjoy nature beginning with the cherry tree lined entrance, ride horses over 
the hills, walk in the valley, explore in the woods, fish in the stream – enjoy the 

quality of life provided by the magical countryside.  The winters can be especially 
enjoyed watching movies in the entertainment center or swimming in the 

climate-controlled indoor pool. The summers can be savored sitting on the porch, 
taking in the sweeping views of the Chester County countryside.  
The hobbyist will enjoy the craft room and the five car garage.  

The current owner meticulously designed and maintained this classic 
mansion for total enjoyment whether a large group or just themselves.  

Enjoy this retreat and this incredible opportunity!

$2,295,000

We at Country Properties are thrilled to welcome 
Eliot Dalton back to our sales team.  

For the last few years Eliot has specialized in unique business properties including 
hospitality venues and vineyards.  During this time he has become the “go to” person 

in the Mid-Atlantic states for his extensive knowledge on the sale and purchase of B & B’s 
and historic inns.  His knowledge and experience in this field will broaden our abilities 

to serve you.  At the same time, Eliot will become more involved in the residential aspect 
of our business.  Eliot is the perfect match for Country Properties as he is committed 

to a real estate ethic that advances preservation, conservation and sustainability. 
Welcome Eliot!

Eliot Dalton 

http://www.thecountryproperties.com/
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A Leading Lender for the Preservation 
of Open Spaces and Farmland

Lydia Willits Bartholomew
Chairman of the Board

Oldfields School. Hickory Tree. Whitewood. Gra-
ham Motion. Break Clean. Jordan. 

Gustavian.
Hickory Tree Stable’s Gustavian continued his 

ascent in steeplechasing by collaring Baltic Shore af-
ter the last to win the Budweiser Holiday Cup, the 
$25,000 feature at the Aiken Fall Races in Aiken, S.C. 
Oct. 29. Trained by Leslie Young and ridden by Paddy 
Young, the 5-year-old son of Giant’s Causeway won 
for the second time this fall and improved his career 
mark to 2-for-5 over jumps. 

Many take a winding road to steeplechasing. Gus-
tavian picked the leaves off a steeplechase tree that 
goes back decades. Jim Treptow dabbled in steeple-
chasing in the late 1980s, owning timber horse Jordan 
and hurdler Break Clean. Recently, Treptow bought 
the famed Hickory Tree Stable and set out to breed 
and race top-tier flat horses. The Ohrstrom family’s 
famed Whitewood Stable bred Gustavian, who won 

two races for Hickory Tree while competing for Gra-
ham Motion. Treptow’s daughter, Cheris, suggested 
that Gustavian try steeplechasing and recommended 
her classmate at Oldfields, Leslie Young. 

Got all that? 
Treptow is simply relieved to have a second option 

with Gustavian who is out of Mossflower, winner of 
her first six starts, including the Grade I Hempstead at 
Belmont Park. 

“Frankly, Gustavian was a disappointment on the 

flat; he had all the credentials to be a very good horse. 
I think his main handicap was his lack of a strong fin-
ishing kick which is absolutely necessary at the stakes 
level,” Treptow said. “He also seemed to be a some-
what hard-luck horse, finishing second a number of 
times prior to his first flat win; I rack that up to an 
under-achieving attitude. The good news was he was a 
sound horse possessed with a pretty high-cruise speed, 

Finding
his path

Tod Marks

Gustavian wins again
for Hickory Tree, Youngs

BY SEAN CLANCY

aiken steeplechase – OctOber 29

See AIKEN page 8 

http://www.natbankmal.com/
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Charles C. Fenwick Jr., Alexandra Hundt, Beasie Patterson, Laura T. Shull, Adair B. Stifel, 
Susan Strittmatter, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, Regina Welsh

Sam Slater
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

By The Numbers

Thank you 
to our contributors.

65,000
Dollars spent each year on drug testing 

procedures at ALL NSA race meets.
Total now at $500,000.

28,000
Dollars spent each year 

on race course safety inspections.
Total now at $226,000.

7,500
Dollars spent to  purchase 100 Pro-Cush 
whips for licensed jockeys as part of the 
NSA’s move to cushioned riding crops. 
The NSA was the first North American 

racing jurisdiction to adopt such a policy.

17,500
Dollars contributed each year to purses 

for amateur highweight timber races.
Total now at $230,000.

53,000
Dollars spent  to purchase 50 pairs 

of safety wings for use in NSA races.

91,000
Dollars contributed to steeplechase-connected 

organizations and foundation partners including 
the Amateur Riders Club of America, 

the National Museum of Racing, 
the Wesley Foundation in Saratoga, etc.

Tod Marks

so he seemed ideally suited for chasing, 
if he could jump and enjoy it. That’s 
where Leslie and Paddy came in. They 
took their time with him and he seems 
to love it.”

Gustavian won twice on the flat (he 
was beaten 2 lengths by Grade I stakes 
winner Winchester going 12 furlongs at 
Keeneland) and went to the Youngs last 
year. He made his debut at Middleburg 
this spring, finishing second, and came 
back to finish second at Nashville in the 
spring. He ran poorly at Saratoga Open 
House, scratching a voyage to the real 
Saratoga and gaining a summer break. 
He’s 2-for-2 since.

Hickory Tree breeds and buys for 
international turf racing, finding suc-
cess with Epic Love and Amandara in 
France this year. Once the home of the 
Mills family’s storied racing and breed-
ing stable, Hickory Tree has tried stee-
plechasing with Slaney Rock and Dou-
ble Doors, the latter finished second in 
his debut at Far Hills. So far, Gustavian 
is the star. 

“It’s a very satisfying second career 
for us and a destination in the future for 
the turf horses we retire from the flat,” 
Treptow said. “All in all, we are very 
excited to be a small part of the chas-
ing scene in the Mid-Atlantic, trying to 
identify ways in which to  extend the 
useful racing life of these magnificent 
animals. Cheris recommended to both 
Leslie and me that we take a shot at 
chasing with Gustavian, she obviously 
saw something there.”

most promising apprentice jockey in 
the sport. He finished the summer with 
a broken leg. He finished Aiken with a 
win. Dahl partnered Hot Rize to upset 
the maiden claimer over Unbeliever and 
Primero Peru for owner/trainer Karen 
Gray. 

Dahl parked the 7-year-old son of 
Sultry Song in the back before reeling 
in pacesetter Unbeliever on the back-
stretch the final time and jumped the 
final hurdle with only the loose Win-
ning Vow within shouting distance. Hot 
Rize snapped a 0-for-11 career slate (he 
never ran on the flat) with a 28-length 
win, giving Dahl a reward at the end of 
a long rehab. The 17-year-old Tennes-

sean broke his leg while schooling Black 
Bag for Leslie and Paddy Young this 
summer. 

“It was a pain because I was up 
working for Mr. (Jonathan) Sheppard 
at the main barn in Pennsylvania, I had 
just finished work and ran over there 
to school a horse real quick and it hap-
pened in a blink of an eye, it was dis-
appointing,” Dahl said. “I was learning 
a lot in the spring and getting a lot of 
good opportunities to ride nicer horses 
but breaking my leg didn’t set me back 
too far, I don’t think.”

Dahl returned at International Gold 
Cup this fall and won his fourth race 
of the year when guiding Hot Rize to 
the lopsided win. Bred by Anne Haynes, 
Hot Rize failed to hit the board in his 
first seven tries over hurdles but man-
aged two thirds and a fifth (beaten a 
length in the conditioned claimer at 
Queen’s Cup) this spring. 

“He was getting run off his feet 
from the beginning but he kept tick-
ing along,” Dahl said. “I got two fairly 
good fences down the backside, I was 
fortunate.” 

Dahl began his junior year of high 
school this fall. 

“It’s going,” Dahl said when asked 
about school. “My grades are doing all 
right and I’m still able to get out and go 
racing every weekend. I’ve known Kar-
en and Johnny (Gray) forever, they’re 
like a second family to me, it’s nice of 
them to give me so many opportunities, 
especially after breaking my leg.”

fall season by winning the maiden with 
Irv Naylor’s Union Army. The win im-
proved Delozier’s mark to 6-for-11 for 
moe than $250,000 in earnings since 
taking the job as Naylor’s farm-based 
trainer. 

Ross Geraghty settled the 4-year-old 
son of Dixie Union in midpack before 
launching a rally that finished 5 1/2 
lengths clear of Enchanted Circle and 
Autumn Riches. Flat millionaire Re-
searcher was bought down at the sev-
enth hurdle when Royale fell in front of 
him. 

Delozier ran Union Army for the first 
time at Shawan Downs. He pulled up in 
a six-horse maiden that day and Delozi-
er began changing things. At Virginia 
Fall, he put blinkers on and took Lasix 

Aiken –

See AIKEN page 10 

http://www.nsfdn.org/
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ST Bulletin Board

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

High Quality & Reasonable Prices
Always Pleasant Service

www.thatshats.com 10% OFF with this ad!

             Fine Quality
Biltmore Men’s Hats

On Route 202 
at PA and DE state line

105 Wilm.–W. Chester Pike
Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Buying and Selling the 
World’s Finest Firearms

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles 
for the Shooter, Investor or Collector

info@ospreyarms.com
516.674.8050 by appointment

Osprey, Ltd.
www.ospreyarms.com

Valley View  30 x 40  oil
evansequineart@rcn.com

www.bethparcellevans.com
609-466-2573  

Commissions accepted

draws out soreness��

toughens the hoof��

helps dry, cracked hooves��

kills thrush & bacteria��

replaces venice turpentine��

Call 888-779-7775 for local tack shops
www.farriersfix.com

Fence Construction

T H I S
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118

Tod Marks Photography

If you like what you see in The 
Steeplechase Times, contact our 
photographer for quality reprints, 
win photos, customized composites 
featuring your favorite horse, and 
artistic renderings.

Speedy service, reasonable prices.

Phone: (914) 806-7307
E-mail: horsepix@optonline.net

www.photoshelter.com/c/todmarks

http://www.wwd-cpa.com
http://www.ospreyarms.com/
http://www.creativefinancialgroup.com/
http://www.farmvet.com/
http://www.thatshats.com/
http://www.hoodsbbq.com/index.htm
http://www.taylorharris.com/
http://www.fairviewdesign.com/custom-web-site-design/index.php
http://todmarks.photoshelter.com/
http://www.farriersfix.com/
http://cochranfence.com/
http://www.bethparcellevans.com/
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off for the former WinStar Farm runner. 
Union Army fumbled the last fence that 
day, nearly losing a determined Kristin 
Fischer in the process, and wound up 
fifth. 

“He settled very well at Middleburg 
for Kristin, I was really happy with that 
effort. He was right there and he walked 
through the last, nearly came to a com-
plete stop,” Delozier said. “He’s not the 
most straightforward horse, there were 
a few things we needed to fix. I didn’t 
like the way he reacted to the Lasix at 
Shawan so I took him off Lasix and he 
was incredibly more settled and more 
relaxed. It doesn’t work for all of them, 
he’s a much better horse without it.”

First with Jack Fisher, Union Army 
looked poised to break his maiden last 
fall when he collided with a beacon at 
the International Gold Cup. Since then, 
he’s produced promising efforts, finish-
ing third at Far Hills last fall for Fisher 
and second at Fair Hill this spring for 
Tom Foley.

“I’ve been trying to get him to switch 
off, we added blinkers, believe it or not, 
the blinkers help him settle, just because 
he doesn’t see the other horses around 
him, he was switched off in the middle 
of the pack and he really fired,” De-
lozier said. “It doesn’t always work that 
way, the less he sees, the less he thinks 
about. I’ve been schooling him and gal-
loping him and it seemed to be work-
ing out here, so we gave it a shot in the 
afternoon.”

closer to Tom Voss for leading trainer 
honors when veteran Dugan took the 
claimer for Bill Pape and Brian Crow-
ley. Dugan dueled over the last with 
Voss’ Mischief who finished second, 
a half-length behind the winner. Zozi-
mus, making his first start since April, 
finished third. 

A 7-year-old son of Forest Wildcat, 
Dugan won for the third time over 
jumps, all at Aiken. He broke his maid-
en there in March 2009, and won the 
allowance feature there that fall. Since 
that win, he sparred with the likes of 
Class Bopper, Nationbuilder, Country 
Cousin and Sunshine Numbers and 
managed thirds on the flat at Delaware 
Park and Saratoga this summer. 

After Aiken, Voss led Sheppard by 
one win while Richard Valentine lurked 
two back in third. 

the races for the first time since finish-
ing second twice at Colonial Downs in 
2009. The 5-year-old Irish-bred son of 
Singspiel won the training flat race for 
trainer Arch Kingsley and jockey Jason 
Ruch.

Aiken –

Stoltzfus Farm Service, Inc.
1043 Gap Newport Pike
Cochranville, PA 19330

(610) 593-2407

Stoltzfus Farm Service, Inc
1043 Gap Newport Pike
Cochranville, PA 19330

2011
Cover Girl 
Zenyatta

Order 
Your  2012

Calendar 
Now!

THOROUGHBRED 
RACING CALENDAR2012

Order 
Your 

2012
Calendar 

Now!

Subscribe to 
Steeplechase Times

Keep up with all the news from 
American steeplechase circuit,

all year long.

Twelve editions per year, 
award-winning coverage,

delivered to your door.

http://www.st-publishing.com/cms2/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&layout=blog&id=12&Itemid=163
http://www.stoltzfusinc.com/
http://www.st-publishing.com/store
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Aiken, SC. Saturday, October 29.
Turf Firm.

1. Union Army  148 Geraghty
2. Enchanted Circle (GB) L 148 Roberts
3. Autumn Riches (GB) L 148 Young
4. Almarmooq L 148 Rafter
5. Ghost Tracker L 154 Mackenzie
F.  Royale L 154 Dalton
F.  Researcher L 154 Read
PU. Hot Sky L 149 Haynes
PU. Smokey Top  154 Walsh
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 4:20-4/5. 
O: Irv Naylor.  T: J. W. Delozier. 
B. g. 4, Dixie Union-King’s Fancy, King of Kings 
(Ire). Bred by Dr.  Jerry Bilinski, Marty Zaretsky 
& Harry Patten (NY.)

1. Hot Rize L 143 Dahl
2. Unbeliever L 148 Geraghty
3. Primero Peru  148 McCarthy
4. Hurricane Day L 150 Mackenzie
LR. Winning Vow L 156 Roberts
PU. Crookshane Lad  156 Walsh
PU. What A Warrior L 148 Rafter
PU. Cat Feathers L 132 Dalton
PU. Schoolhouse Woods L 154 Read
PU. Scammed  145 Crowley
Mgn: 28. Time: 4:26-3/5. 
O/T: Karen Gray.  
Dk. B./Br. g. 7, Sultry Song-Donesia, Desert Wine. 
Bred by Anne Haynes  (Ky.)

1. Dugan L 145 Crowley
2. Mischief L 152 Young
3. Zozimus L 140 Walsh
4. Great Halo L 134 Mackenzie
5. Silent Vow L 147 Dahl
PU. Class Mark L 152 Roberts
PU. Cuse L 152 Rafter

PU. Gusto Nuevo L 140 Watts
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:19-1/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 7, Forest Wildcat-Ratings, Caveat. 
Bred by George Strawbridge, Jr. (Ky.)

1. Gustavian L 156 Young
2. Baltic Shore L 152 McCarthy
3. Wild For Gold L 152 Dalton
4. Call Me Sonny L 146 Roberts

5. Bigshot L 150 Rafter
6. Dispute This L 144 Geraghty
PU. Time Off L 147 Crowley
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:21-1/5.
O: Hickory Tree Stables. T: Leslie Young.
B. g. 5, Giant’s Causeway-Mossflower, Affirmed. 
Bred by Whitewood Stable Inc. (Ky.)

1. Sit A Spiel (Ire) L 155 Ruch
2. Bluegrass Chat L 150 Young
3. Best Name (GB)  155 Geraghty

4. Bannockburn  150 Dalton
5. Maestro Magic L 155 Watts
6. It’s Magic Time L 155 Walsh
7. Tiger Jacques L 155 Crowley
8. Cherokee Speed L 155 Read
9. Dim L 150 Roberts
10. Judge Priest L 150 Haynes
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 2:21-4/5.
O: Sue Sensor. T: Arch Kingsley, Jr..
B. g. 5, Singspiel (Ire)-Mezya, Gulch.  
Bred by E. Mulhern, C.J. Haughey & J. Flynn (Ire).

Tod Marks

http://www.precisebuildings.com/
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Fresh off the 
plane and out of quarantine, Black Jack 
Blues went to Virginia Fall Oct. 1 and 
blew away a restricted stakes field in his 
American debut. He looked good, and 
for his effort he drew a tougher assign-
ment three weeks later.

And aced it.
Irv Naylor’s import went to the Far 

Hills Races Oct. 22 for the $250,000 
Grand National, which drew a stand-
out field of 14. Black Jack Blues showed 
his heels to all, leading throughout for 
jockey Ross Geraghty and winning by 7 
lengths over Organisateur and Dynaski 
in 5:29.80 for 2 5/8 miles. 

“Winning right off the plane was a 
pretty big effort, but it’s supposed to be 
harder the second time, against a dif-
ferent group of horses, in a better race, 
going farther than he’d ever run,” said 
trainer J.W. Delozier. “I was worried 
whether Ross was going to get him to 
switch off and relax because he was 
going to have to do that against this 
group. Last time, he was running, this 
time he was more manageable.”

That proved to be the key as Ger-
aghty put Black Jack Blues on the lead, 
rationed just enough speed and applied 
just enough pressure. Run on turf la-
beled yielding but called dead, tacky 

and holding (among other adjectives) 
by the jockeys, the Grand National 
turned into a battle of survival with just 
half the starters completing the course. 

The year’s richest race attracted a 
crowd led by Iroquois winner Tax Rul-
ing, New York Turf Writers Cup winner 
Mabou, the race’s previous two winners 
Percussionist and Your Sum Man, re-
turning Grade I winner Arcadius, A.P. 
Smithwick winner Divine Fortune and 
so on. The only able-bodied open stakes 
horse not in the race was Decoy Daddy, 
but his owner Naylor was well repre-
sented with four starters in the race. 

Black Jack Blues, an 8-year-old son 
of Definite Article, came in off a tri-
umphant American debut in the Dot 
Smithwick Memorial. He defeated 
tough 4-year-old Demonstrative and six 
others, off a British career of six wins 
(three chases, three hurdles) including 
two this year. 

As he did at Virginia Fall, Black Jack 
Blues bounded to an early lead at Far 
Hills. He had company from Tax Rul-
ing, Lead Us Not and Your Sum Man. 
Down the backside the final time, Tax 
Ruling backed up but was quickly re-
placed by Your Sum Man, Dynaski and 

Grand National hero Black Jack Blues 
leads triple play for Naylor, Delozier

BY JOE CLANCY Far hills races – Oct. 22
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Organisateur. They made progress, most notably Dy-
naski on the final turn but Black Jack Blues denied 
them all. He jumped the last – tired but less so than 
everyone else – and pulled away. 

Former trainer Rebecca Curtis told Geraghty she 
was concerned about Black Jack Blues getting the trip 
in the ground, so the jockey worked to “shorten the 
race” for his horse.

“Both times in the inside stretch, I eased him back 
and got him to relax,” the jockey said. “That was al-
ways my plan. Every time I jumped the second-from-
home, he’d come on the bridle and run down into the 
dip. I let him stand off from it, he landed and started 
to run, I didn’t totally let him down, I held a little bit, 
once we started to climb the hill, I looked and saw the 
big guns and gave him a little squeeze and he was gone 
again. When he starts to run down hill, he comes alive. 
He’s an awesome, awesome little animal, only a pony, 
15.3 tops, but he’s got a heart of a lion.”

Forty lengths separated the seven finishers with Tax 
Ruling, Nationbuilder, Lead Us Not, Italian Wedding, 
Mabou and Percussionist pulling up. Divine Fortune 
jumped poorly at the eighth and lost jockey Darren Nagle. 

Hired in September as Naylor’s farm trainer, De-
lozier liked what he saw when Black Jack Blues ar-
rived. Not big, not small, fairly plain and simple, 
the nearly black Grand National winner looks quick 
enough to be a “top-of-the-ground” American type 
but also more than fits on softer turf. 

“I knew he’d handle the ground today, I wasn’t sure 
about the distance or about taking on better horses,” 
said Delozier. “He’s a nice type, he’s my type. I don’t 
like a big, heavy horse. He’s very athletic. These type of 
horses stay sound, they last, they can do what he did.”

He’s also, simply, a talent. In February, he finished 
second to major hurdle winner Oscar Whisky in the 
Welsh Champion Hurdle.

“His form was pretty good there,” Delozier said. 

“He won over hurdles and over chase fences. You 
can’t knock him. We bought him because he could go 
to the Middleburg race first, he still had that option, 
and then go on to Far Hills if he did OK.”

Black Jack Blues did more than OK and now leads 
the earnings list with $171,000 and is one of just four 
horses to win two hurdle stakes in 2011 – with Decoy 
Daddy, Country Cousin and Complete Zen. 

The Grade I victory capped a career day for Nay-
lor and Delozier, together a little more than a month. 

They won three races at the year’s biggest meet – add-
ing the $75,000 Foxbrook with Lake Placid and a 
$25,000 maiden hurdle with Imperial Gin. Naylor 
also added two seconds and collected $265,250 of 
the $469,750 distributed to become the first owner to 
pass $600,000 in single-season earnings.

“A day of a lifetime,” Naylor said afterward. “It’s 
certainly the biggest day of my 50 years of steeple-

Naylor –
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chase experience. A lot of things came 
up right – the right horses, with the right 
footing on the right day, the right riders, 
a good trainer. It all just came together.”

A week after taking the job to over-
see the horses at Naylor’s Still Water 
Farm in Butler, Md., Delozier claimed 
Lake Placid at Colonial Downs for 
$10,000 Sept. 18. The recruit reward-
ed his new connections immediately, 
winning a starter allowance at Great 
Meadow Oct. 15. The $15,000 first-
place check helped Delozier think big-
ger a week later, and he entered Lake 
Placid in the Foxbrook. The claimer 
lined up with Demonstrative, Complete 
Zen, All Together, Royal Rossi in a field 
of 11 – and thumped them. Lake Placid 
(Carl Rafter) flew to the front while rac-
ing wide, fought off All Together early, 
Complete Zen next and finally turned 
aside a strong rally from History Boy in 
the stretch. Lake Placid won by 2 1/4 
lengths in 5:13.80 with second-time 
starter History Boy second and Demon-
strative a late-running third.

Aboard for the second time, Rafter 
was impressed.

“He’s a lot easier to ride now that I 
know him. He was a lot easier around 
here because it’s a more straightfor-
ward course, I jumped a few fences in 
the middle,” Rafter said. “A little more 
settled, a little straighter, the chute that 
runs right-handed at the end helped. He 
was good all around, every bit as good 
as he was at Great Meadow and with 
the bigger horses behind him, he was 
obviously better.”

Lake Placid won for the sixth time 
on the year, the first horse since Regal 
Again in 2003 to get a half-dozen. The 
6-year-old son of Giant’s Causeway has 
been generous, winning at least once for 
three owners/trainers.

“He won that race at the Gold Cup 
and came home like a really fresh horse, 
so I thought I’d take a shot and run  him 
back,” said Delozier. “I liked the course, 
I liked the distance and I figured he’d 
like the ground. Going 2 1/2 miles on 
this ground, he had just proved that he 
can handle it. Looking at the form there 
were only a couple horses in there that 
had gone that trip. I was pretty happy 
with him coming in.”

One race earlier, Delozier sent even 
more recent acquisition Imperial Gin to 
victory in the best maiden hurdle of the 

Naylor –

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO KNOW A HORSE?
LET’S START WITH NEARLY 100 YEARS.

THAT’S WHY NO ONE KNOWS MORE about equine nutrition than Southern States. For nearly 100 years,  

we’ve created quality feed to keep your horses in the best possible health – whether you have growing, breeding, 

performance or older horses. And since all our feed is made in the U.S.A. and backed with a 100% money-back 

guarantee, you know that you can trust the experience that we pour into every bag. Visit www.southernstates.com for 

more information. Available at your local Southern States or Agway store.

H O R S E  F E E D

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

© 2011 Southern States Cooperative, Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. Southern States® and Legends® are registered trademarks of Southern States Cooperative, Incorporated.
Triple Crown® is a registered trademark of Triple Crown Nutrition, Incorporated.

Limit 1 bag of Legends® Horse Feed per coupon per customer per visit. Does not include Select, Southern States Brand or Triple Crown® Horse Feed. Original 
coupon only – coupon may not be mechanically reproduced or altered. Coupon is subject to state and local taxes. Void where prohibited by law. Cannot be 
applied to a previous purchase. Independent Dealers: send redeemed coupon and copy of sales receipt to: Corporate Marketing - SM, P.O. Box 26234, 
Richmond, VA 23260. 17500111. EV.

COUPON VALID 10/1/11 – 6/30/12 

AT PARTICIPATING SOUTHERN STATES AND AGWAY LOCATIONS ONLY
Off Any Bag 
of Legends®  
Horse Feed
(Limit 1)

 2$

Tod Marks

See NAYLOR page 16 

http://www.southernstates.com/


16    Steeplechase Times Friday, November 4, 2011

season. Always a tough spot, the race lured eight runners (af-
ter three scratches) including recent major flat converts Me-
morial Maniac and Ice Bear. Third at Shawan Downs for Bo-
nita Farm and trainer John Boniface, Imperial Gin (Geraghty) 
sat fourth early, roared off the final turn and scored by 7 3/4 
lengths over Double Doors with Brother Sy third. Delozier 
bought the 4-year-old with Far Hills in mind.

“He traveled so easy the whole way, just followed the lead-
ers, when we turned down the back the last time, I was half-
tempted to get involved with him but then I thought wait,” 
Geraghty said. “The ground felt so nice on him because he 
could handle it, he loved it. A dream ride, jumped awesome, 
just very economic, popped away, cruised to Paddy (Young 
aboard Double Doors), I was going to wait with Paddy but I 
had so much horse.”

Imperial Gin started for a $5,000 claiming price on the flat 
this year and last, and handled powerhouse flat converts Ice 
Bear, Memorial Maniac and Brother Sy at Far Hills.

“I thought that was a really solid race that he was third in 
at Shawan,” Delozier said. “On ground that was yielding. I 
figured he’d at least handle the ground and the jumping here. 
He’s a really neat jumper. He doesn’t have the flat form some 
of the others do, but he has a good mind for the game.”

The success confirmed Naylor’s decision to hire Delozier. 
The former jump jockey and flat trainer won’t be the owner’s 
only trainer, but will steer the farm operation and has already 
proven his value with the claim of Lake Placid and the as-
cension of Black Jack Blues. Through October, Delozier had 
saddled six winners from 11 starters – all for Naylor and all 
since the fall season began.

The move to Delozier continued a season of change for the 
sport’s leading owner. This spring, he replaced farm trainer 
Desmond Fogarty and dispatched the horses to Tom Foley, 
Brianne Slater and other trainers. Within a month, Naylor 
horses won the Temple Gwathmey and three races at the Iro-
quois, the spring season’s richest stop. 

The process repeated itself at Far Hills.
“I’ve known J.W. for a long time and I never really thought 

of him for that position,” said Naylor. “I had been looking 
for someone, but hadn’t found anyone. I made the change this 
spring and put the horses with several other trainers. Now, 
the new horses will go to the farm where we are set up to 
train there. J.W. is a terrific guy, he knows his horses, has 
trained with and learned from several of the best.”

For Delozier, the Naylor opportunity was too good to de-
cline. He rode as an amateur early in his career, then profes-
sionally for several years with major wins aboard Mr. Yan-
kee, Motorcade, Pinkie Swear, Petroski, Priceless Room and 
others. As a trainer, he built a decent-sized stable and won 30 
races in 2005, but had scaled back in recent years.

“This was an amazing opportunity,” said Delozier. “Mr. 
Naylor has given me the opportunity to buy some really nice 
horses and I’ve got an amazing training facility. I couldn’t 
think of a better place to train a horse. I love dealing with 
only one owner, I don’t have 10 different people calling me 
about horses.”

But even Delozier couldn’t have planned for the success at 
Far Hills in 2011.

“What a day, a dream come true,” he said. “I felt like all of 
my horses were in great form and we were coming here to do 
well – but so was everyone else. It’s great racing here.”

Naylor –
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Far Hills, NJ. Saturday, October 22. 
Turf Yielding.

1. Sweet Shani (NZ) L 151 Hodsdon
2. Lonesome Nun L 143 Aizpuru
3. Upper Gulch L 143 Young
4. Dynaskill L 143 Roberts
PU. Well Fashioned L 139 Murphy
PU. Red Dirt Girl L 139 Walsh
PU. The Manner Born L 143 Crowley
Mgn: 24 1/4. Time: 4:19-3/5. 
O: Mary Ann Houghland. 
T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Gr./Rn. m. 11, Kashani-Sterling Princess (NZ), 
One Pound Sterling (GB.)  
Bred by M. J. Armstrong (NZ)

1. Imperial Gin L 150 Geraghty
2. Double Doors (GB) L 154 Young
3. Brother Sy L 154 Mackenzie
4. Memorial Maniac L 154 Aizpuru
5. Ice Bear L 154 McCarron
6. Alfarabi L 150 Rafter
7. Sergeant Karakorum L 154 Nagle
PU. Royal Fling Shot L 150 Crowley
Mgn: 7 3/4. Time: 4:35-3/5. 
O: Irv Naylor. T: J. W. Delozier. 
B. g. 4, Go For Gin-Polish Empress, Polish 
Navy. Bred by Bonita Farm  (Md.)

1. Lake Placid L 153 Rafter
2. History Boy L 150 Hodsdon
3. Demonstrative L 148 Walsh
4. Complete Zen L 156 Dalton
5. Dictina’s Boy  153 Young
6. Torlundy L 153 Elliott
PU. Pullyourfingerout (Ire)  148 Geraghty
PU. Hope For Us All L 150 Dowling
PU. All Together L 156 Aizpuru
PU. Royal Rossi L 153 Crowley
PU. Cornhusker (GB) L 142 Buchanan
Mgn: 2-1/4. Time: 5:13-4/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: J.W. Delozier.
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Saranac Lake, Smart 
Strike. Bred by Mr. & Mrs. Bert Firestone (Ky.)

1. Black Jack Blues (Ire)  156 Geraghty
2. Organisateur (Ire) L 156 Dalton
3. Dynaski L 156 Buchanan
4. Your Sum Man (Ire) L 156 Young
5. Dirar (Ire) L 156 Elliott
6. Pierrot Lunaire L 156 Roberts
7. Arcadius L 156 Crowley
LR. Divine Fortune L 156 Nagle
PU. Percussionist (Ire) L 156 Tobin
PU. Tax Ruling L 156 Aizpuru
PU. Mabou L 156 Walsh
PU. Italian Wedding L 156 Dowling
PU. Nationbuilder L 156 Hodsdon
PU. Lead Us Not L 156 Rafter
Mgn: 7. Time: 5:29-4/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: J. W. Delozier.
Dk. B./Br. g. 8, Definite Article (GB)-Melody Maid 
(GB), Strong Gale. Bred by B.J. Griffiths (Ire.)

1. Wanganui L 150 Buchanan
2. Darkwatch L 150 Young
3. Gawaarib L 150 Walsh
4. Class Brahms  150 Dalton
PU. Forgotten Man L 150 Murphy
PU. Real Rowdy  150 Geraghty
PU. Went West L 150 Dowling
Mgn: 24 3/4. Time: 4:33-4/5.
O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.
Ch. g. 3, Love of Money-Distant Drumroll, 
Eastern Echo.  Bred by Mary Voss (Md.)

1. Delta Park L 165 Elliott
2. Incomplete L 165 Beecher
3. Rainbows For Luck L 165 Young
4. Haddix L 165 Mackenzie
5. Radio Flyer (Ire) L 165 Nagle
6. Wazee Moto L 165 Walsh
7. Gorgeous Charger L 165 Slater
8. He’s A Conniver L 165 Dalton
9. Chess Board (GB) L 165 Geraghty
PU. Fieldview L 165 Rafter
Mgn: 3. Time: 4:33-4/5.
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 7, Johannesburg-Excedius, Seattle Danc-
er. Bred by Earl Silver & Michael Eiserman (Ky.)

Tod Marks
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Paddy Young .......................... 96  23  19  13  $465,720 .24
Brian Crowley ......................... 62  12  10  4  294,500 .19
Robert Walsh ......................... 64  9  9  11  289,550 .14
Richard Boucher .................... 28  9  7  3  162,700 .32
Jacob Roberts ........................ 48  9  5  7  136,720 .19
Darren Nagle .......................... 43  7  4  2  286,695 .16
Roddy Mackenzie ................... 52  6  10  5  122,800 .12
Carl Rafter .............................. 59  6  6  5  187,750 .10
Ross Geraghty ....................... 53  6  6  4  293,330 .11
Willie Dowling ........................ 44  6  6  4  170,150 .14

Tom Voss ............................... 72  13  9  10  $338,570 .18
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 83  12  11  11  455,070 .15
Richard Valentine ................... 46  11  10  7  222,450 .24
Ricky Hendriks ....................... 30  10  4  2  104,950 .33
Jack Fisher ............................. 83  9  15  13  346,660 .11
Lilith Boucher ......................... 32  8  6  4  146,000 .25
J.W. Delozier .......................... 11  6  1  0  257,200 .55
Neil Morris ............................. 41  5  6  8  71,595 .12
Kathy Mckenna ...................... 67  4  10  6  81,000 .06
Leslie Young .......................... 25  4  7  1  75,350 .16

Irv Naylor ............................... 98  14  14  8  $617,325 .14
Jacqueline Ohrstrom .............. 14  3  5  4  119,300 .21
Mede Cahaba Stable ............... 17  5  4  2  117,450 .29
Arcadia Stable ........................ 17  4  1  2  115,810 .24
Mary Ann Houghland ............. 12  2  0  4  115,800 .17
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 18  2  5  1  94,950 .11
Hudson River Farm ................ 10  4  0  0  91,500 .40
Armata Stable ........................ 20  3  4  5  88,350 .15
Bill Pape ................................. 29  2  2  3  88,000 .07
Debra Kachel .......................... 20  7  4  1  84,350 .35

Black Jack Blues (Ire) .............. 2  2  0  0  $171,000 1.00
Lake Placid ............................... 9  6  0  1  114,000 .67
Decoy Daddy (Ire) .................... 5  2  2  0  100,100 .40
Demonstrative .......................... 8  2  4  2  96,300 .25
Tax Ruling ................................ 3  1  0  0  93,500 .33
Mabou ...................................... 4  2  0  0  77,120 .50
Complete Zen ........................... 5  2  1  0  74,750 .40
All Together .............................. 6  1  2  2  72,000 .17
Bon Caddo ............................... 4  2  0  0  67,200 .50
Country Cousin ........................ 3  2  0  1  64,500 .67

Bon Caddo  .............................. 4  2  0  0  $67,200 .50
Private Attack  .......................... 3  2  0  0  64,250 .67
Delta Park ................................ 6  2  0  2  51,250 .33
Incomplete ............................... 5  1  2  0  45,450 .20
Aero ......................................... 4  2  1  1  37,000 .50
Won Wild Bird .......................... 5  2  0  0  34,500 .40
Triple Dip .................................. 2  1  0  0  30,000 .50
Music To My Ears (Ire) ............. 5  2  0  0  28,750 .40
Swimming River ...................... 2  2  0  0  24,000 1.00
Humdinger ............................... 2 2 0 0 21,000 1.00

NSA Standings

Champion jockey. More than 100 
career wins. Grade I victories. Regular 
rider of an Eclipse Award winner. A few 
broken bones and nasty wipeouts. 

Danielle Hodsdon has done pretty 
much everything as a steeplechase jock-
ey, so now it’s about mounts on horses 
like Sweet Shani. The 11-year-old mare 
added another chapter to her long story 
with a silly-easy victory in the $50,000 
Peapack to start the Far Hills card. The 
gray New Zealand import sat second 
behind Red Dirt Girl early, powered 
past with a circuit remaining and won 
by 24 1/4 lengths without being even 
slightly threatened.

“Right now she’s the nicest, most fun 
ride I’ve had all  year,” said Hodsdon, 
who missed most of Saratoga with inju-
ries sustained in a schooling fall. “You 
wait for these couple days where you 
get to get up on somebody like her. She’s 
so much fun.”

Trained by Jonathan Sheppard for 
Mary Ann Houghland, Sweet Shani 
added the Peapack to her spring victory 
in the Margaret Henley at Nashville 
to put a strong grip on the filly/mare 
championship. No champion would be 
more deserving. After a standout ca-
reer in Australia, she came to the U.S. 
in 2006, but missed that season with a 
hind-leg fracture from kicking the wall. 
In 2007 and 2008, she took on the 
sport’s best – finishing second or third 
in the Grand National, Iroquois, Royal 
Chase against Good Night Shirt and 
McDynamo among others.

She’s been confined by a light sched-
ule since then, winning the Henley in 
2010 and 2011 and now adding the 
Peapack. Her $283,000 in career jump 
earnings towered over the field and she 
made it look like it, allowing Red Dirt 
Girl to set the pace then simply over-
whelming her 4-year-old rival. Lone-
some Nun finished a distant second 
with Upper Gulch third. The winner 
needed 4:19.60 to cover 2 1/8 miles. 

“I had no intention of letting her go 

to the lead when I did, but Red Dirt 
Girl steadied up after the first turn and 
I already had Shani at the gallop,” said 
Hodsdon. “You get to a gallop like that, 
you can’t suddenly take her back and 
say let’s go slower now. She’s obviously 
an honest old mare and she can gallop 
up to the lead like that and keep going.”

– Joe Clancy

With jockey Joey Elliott headed back 
to Ireland after Far Hills, trainer Jack 
Fisher figured he’d get the business side 
out of the way early – writing out a 
check for the ride on Delta Park before 
the $50,000 New Jersey Hunt Cup.

Fisher even went ahead and filled 
in the amount, the full $3,000 win-
ner’s share. And Elliott collected with 
a heady, well-timed ride in the timber 
stakes. 

Delta Park jumped tentatively early, 
but so did the others, thanks to a slow 
pace and the turf conditions. Radio 
Flyer made the running while racing 
wide, followed by a tight group led by 
Rainbows For Luck, Incomplete and 
Delta Park. The real running began dur-
ing the final half-mile and turned into 
a shootout. At the second-last, Rain-
bows For Luck went after Radio Flyer, 
Delta Park revved on the outside and 
Incomplete blundered (nearly losing 
Mark Beecher) on the inside. Delta Park 
landed running and went to the last full 
of run, dispatching Rainbows For Luck 
and drawing away to win by 8 lengths 
in 8:03.20 for 3 1/4 miles. Incomplete 
and Beecher recovered, shifted wide and 
closed fast to claim second with Rain-

Sweet Ride
Veteran mare Sweet Shani gives
Hodsdon a thrill in Peapack score
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bows For Luck third. An experienced jockey in Ireland, Elliott accompanied his 
brother Gordon’s horse Dirar to Saratoga this summer and followed the horse to 
Maryland – timber-racing country. Elliott borrowed some gear, rode the maiden 
timber at Virginia Fall, picked up another ride at the Gold Cup, got to know Delta 
Park at Genesee and went to Far Hills.

“When I was coming over I thought I’d bring my Irish license because I’d be 
interested in the timber racing, it was something I wanted to do,” Elliott said. “It’s 
grand. Timber is a little bit different (than chase fences and hurdles at home). I  
prefer it, a good buzz. You won’t get away with anything.”

Arcadia Stable’s Delta Park won his fifth jump race (four over timber) and sec-
ond stakes while jumping into the discussion for championship honors this season 
with $51,250 earned.

“He was very good, a little bit careful early on,” Elliott said. “We hacked early 
but you needed to in that ground. It’s very deep and tacky ground. (Going slow 
early) gave them a chance to finish up the way they did. He ran a cracker.”

– Joe Clancy

Peter Buchanan knew something 
about the family. “The sister was very 
good around here . . . ”

Mimi Voss and Betty Merck know all 
about the family. 

“I think I better keep breeding Dis-
tant Drumroll,” Voss said.  “He’s bound 
to like it here, isn’t he?” Merck added. 

Wanganui, a half-brother to champi-
on mare and Far Hills stalwart Guelph, 
made his jump debut in the Gladstone 
for Merck’s The Fields Stable, trainer 
Tom Voss and jockey Buchanan. The 
brawny son of Love Of Money churned 
his way through the deep ground to slam 
the 1-2-3 finishers of the first 3-year-old 
race of the season at Virginia Fall. Wan-
ganui collared Darkwatch at the bottom 
of the hill, stuck to the task to win by 24 
1/2 lengths over Darkwatch. Gawaarib 
finished third with Class Brahms fourth. 
The other three freshmen pulled up. 

Irishman Buchanan arrived from 
overseas to ride three for Voss. He 
pulled up Cornhusker, finished third on 
Dynaski and won with Wanganui.

“It’s fantastic, I’ve enjoyed it. I’ve 
never been here before, what a great 
day, what a great occasion,” said Bu-
chanan, who rode for Voss at Saratoga 
in 2009. “It’s a big ask for 3-year-olds in 
that ground, it’s very, very hard work.”

Knowing it was time to see the cards, 
Buchanan gunned Wanganui through 
on the inside of Darkwatch coming up 
the final rise.

“I was just lucky I had a little bit of 
horse left, I thought I may as well see if 
I can steal 5 lengths and if I get tired, I 
get tired but there was no sense sitting 
in behind and getting tired and not hav-
ing enough to get by,” Buchanan said. 
“No doubt I was on the best horse, I 
think he’ll be a lovely horse next year. 
He’s very weak, if he fills his frame next 
year, he could be lovely.”

Merck campaigned Distant Drum-
roll, a maiden winner in 1997. She pro-
duced two-time champion female hur-
dler Guelph. Next came Raider Brigade, 
Sally Williams, Hold Your Fire and 
Teak. Hold Your Fire won flat, hurdle 
and timber races,  the rest failed to grad-
uate. Wanganui trained well at Saratoga 
and made his debut at Belmont Park in 
September, finishing sixth in a tough 
9-furlong maiden. Two weeks later, he 
returned to finish second at Delaware 
Park. Seventeen days later, he became 
a steeplechase winner, adding another 
branch to his family tree. 

– Sean Clancy

Far Hills –

 op stables are made, not born. 

 That’s why they put their trust in the 

best trainers, veterinarians, farriers and 

products.  Like the Horseshoer’s Secret® brand.

 

Certified farriers make a difference. Highly 

skilled and trained, certified American 

Farriers Association members are among the 

best hoof care professionals in the business.

 

Guaranteed to get results, Horseshoer’s Secret® 

products are the official products of the 

American Farriers Association.  Choose the products 

trusted by the farriers that top stables rely on.
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©2011 Farnam Companies, Inc.         11-0317          Farnam, the Farnam logo, Horseshoer’s Secret and Your Partner in Horse Care are trademarks of Farnam Companies, Inc.
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Custom Homes & 
Renovation Additions

 
Contact Domenick Mingione

Direct: 703-898-2499
Serving Middleburg 

and the surrounding area

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

ST’s Katie Bo Williams will catch up with some 
names and faces on the steeplechase circuit for a little 
bit of background.

She’s a trainer and former event rider based in Mid-
dleburg, Va. best known around jump-racing circles 
for producing stakes horses Country Cousin and Dy-
nantonia among others.

Nampa, Idaho.

 Iroquois, Far Hills.

Lord Ken-
neth.

I’d have to go to 
England or Ireland to figure that one out. 

 Wellies.

All of the above.

 Saratoga! 

Dynaformer.

Last year when Carl 
(Rafter) and Country Cousin won the Novice Stake at Radnor.

Bruce Davidson or Jimmy Wof-
ford.

I don’t bother asking 
when I take a swig from my fellow hunters’ flask.  I figure I’m a bad 
enough rider and I don’t need to add to that condition by carrying a 
flask.  And I have to be really cold/wet to take the swig.

No thanks. 

 Burned it myself, the best mix.

 True Blood.

 
 Tully Rector’s in Middleburg.

 I don’t collect, I’m the throw away 
queen.  Ask my husband as he’s had a lot of things disappear…

 Love texting as it’s 
handy.  I think email is the ruination of interactions.

Angelina Jolie as she’s the perfect female. Don’t 
worry, I am laughing.

Lights off in the room watching TV.

Baja Fresh.

Messing 
with my dogs.  Jumble puzzle in the paper.

Oodles of Noodles.

Please. Coffee.

Much too fast.

Tod Marks

Q&A Behind the scenes 
with 

steeplechasing’s people

http://www.embracetherace.com/
http://mastercraftvirginia.com/
http://www.forgottencats.org/index.php
http://www.mheby.com/
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In Loving Memory 
of a True Champion

Brownie, you taught us all from the beginning and took every one of us to the top. 
We learned from you how to fall off and more importantly how to get back on. 

It’s a soul like yours that makes us become who we are today. You have filled us with joy 
and endless happy memories! You will be forever kept in our hearts and remembered 

as a once in a lifetime Perfect Pony. You gave us so much love and you will be loved forever. 

Thank You – Jazz, Rosie, Cindy, Colt, Charles and everyone at Flying Horse Farm

You taught us how to fly. You taught us how to jump.

You taught us how to win.

“Sweet Sensation” – Known by many as Charlie Brown or Brownie
MAY 1, 1984 – OCTOBER 14, 2011
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Millinery

FEATHER
IN YOUR CAP®

custom design

hand blocked

exquisitely  detailed

hand sewn

JANET SIDEWATER     MILLINER WWW.janetsidewater.com    610-486-1121

Classic Service  Elite Protection
Experienced Equestrians

Proven Insurance 
Carriers

Equine Mortality / 
Property / Liability

TELEPHONE: 615.383.9061  800.890.9061  FACSIMILE: 615.383.0591
EMAIL: info@wade-egbert.com INTERNET: www.wade-egbert.com

40 Burton Hills Boulevard, Suite 170, Nashville, Tennessee  37215

Excellence 
in Equine    Insurance

 ................ Douglas Lees
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
............................................ $363,150

 ...........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Tax Ruling ............................................ $93,500
Divine Fortune ...................................... $45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
He’s A Conniver ...................................... $9,100
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
............................................ $300,700

 ............
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Private Attack ....................................... $64,250
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Worried Man ........................................ $19,150
Foyle ............................................................. $0
............................................

 ..............
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Delta Park ............................................ $51,250
Nationbuilder ....................................... $32,000
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Ditch ......................................................... $750
............................................

 ............................
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Royal Rossi .......................................... $43,800
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Artic Cry ................................................. $1,000
............................................

 .............
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
Royal Rossi .......................................... $43,800
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
............................................

 ......
Tax Ruling ............................................ $93,500
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
Delta Park ............................................ $51,250
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Class Indian ......................................... $22,200
Swagger Stick ........................................ $9,000
............................................

 ........................
All Together .......................................... $72,000
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
Class Indian ......................................... $22,200
............................................

 ............
All Together .......................................... $72,000
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Hi Flyin Indy ........................................... $5,250
............................................

 .....................
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Divine Fortune ...................................... $45,000
Worried Man ........................................ $19,150
Maya Charli ............................................ $4,200
Jack Twist ..................................................... $0
............................................

 ...........................
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Country Cousin .................................... $64,500
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
Patriot’s Path ................................................. $0
............................................

 .................
All Together .......................................... $72,000
Sweet Shani ......................................... $64,000
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Left Unsaid ........................................... $13,500
John Wyatt ............................................. $2,600
............................................

 ...........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Incomplete ........................................... $45,450
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Tizsilk ................................................... $15,000
My Fair Hill Lady ........................................... $0
............................................

 ...................
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Brave Prospect ..................................... $23,000
Farah T Salute ........................................ $1,000
Sharpest Cat ................................................. $0
............................................

...........................
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Private Attack ....................................... $64,250
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Musiecoocoo ......................................... $8,800
Arcadius ........................................................ $0
My Fair Hill Lady ........................................... $0
............................................

 ............
Tax Ruling ............................................ $93,500
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Class Mark ........................................... $22,100
Class Century ....................................... $18,500
Tizsilk ................................................... $15,000
Farah T Salute ........................................ $1,000
............................................

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern and Embrace The Race

The key to the 2011 Pick Six season? Lake Placid. Can you believe it? He came into 
the season as a maiden, switched barns via the claim – twice! – and has won everything 
from a maiden claimer to a $75,000 novice stakes for owners Bert and Diana Firestone, 
Debra Kachel, Irv Naylor and trainers Neil Morris, Ricky Hendriks and J.W. Delozier. 

The only “owners” to receive credit for the horse’s entire $114,000 in earnings this 
year are the Pick Six players, however. Lake Placid appears in the top three stables and 
all but wrapped up the championship for longtime leader Doug Lees – the only player in 
the game with Lake Placid and Decoy Daddy. 

Lees looked vulnerable before Far Hills, but his horse won and Tax Ruling faltered, 
giving the photographer a huge lead. He can take partial credit for second-place stable 
as well and isn’t the only photographer in the top three as Lydia Williams advanced to 
the show spot – also on the hooves of Lake Placid.

The top 28 (through October) are listed. Check  for complete 
standings.

http://www.wade-egbert.com/
http://www.janetsidewater.com/
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We understand the horse business
When you need insurance to respond quickly, rely on experience, 

rely on people who understand horses, farms, and insurance

We also represent carriers that specialize 
in homeowners’ coverage.

5700 Smith Ave., 
Baltimore, MD 21209

Sam Ho!berger, Bloodstock Manager
Third Generation Horseman
sho!berger@ho!berger.com

Richard Ho!berger, President
Second Generation Horseman
rho!berger@ho!berger.com

Tod Marks

201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com
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Find Your Next Event Horse HERE

Be part of the 
solution...
Adopt a rescued 
racehorse!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
A 501c3 nonprofit organization

Get “On the 
Right Track!” We will 

pay up to $200 for 
lessons or training for your 

new MAHR horse with a 
professional of your choice.

Program made possible by a 
grant from the ASPCA® 

Rescuing Racers Initiative

 ................
Decoy Daddy ...................................... $100,100
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $18,000
Pynaformer ............................................... $750
Jack Spratt .................................................... $0
............................................

 ..........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Mischief ............................................... $25,900
Tizsilk ................................................... $15,000
Bubble Economy ........................................... $0
............................................

 ......
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Mischief ............................................... $25,900
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Patriotís Path ................................................ $0
............................................

.............
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Mischief ............................................... $25,900
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Left Unsaid ........................................... $13,500
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
............................................

 .......
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Nationbuilder ....................................... $32,000
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Ptarmigan .............................................. $4,100
............................................

 ...........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Nationbuilder ....................................... $32,000
Mischief ............................................... $25,900
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Call You In Ten ....................................... $7,000
............................................

 ................
Private Attack ....................................... $64,250
Well Fashioned ..................................... $42,600
Gustavian ............................................. $33,800
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $30,000
Royale ........................................................... $0
............................................

 ......................
All Together .......................................... $72,000
Bon Caddo ........................................... $67,200
Slip Away ............................................. $31,500
Golden Slammer .................................. $14,450
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Hi Flyin Indy ........................................... $5,250
............................................

 ........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Green Velvet ......................................... $30,250
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Left Unsaid ........................................... $13,500
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Patriotís Path ................................................ $0
............................................ $199,700

 ....................
All Together .......................................... $72,000
Opera Heroine ...................................... $58,200
One Giant Step ..................................... $30,200
Fog Island ............................................ $24,680
Golden Slammer .................................. $14,450
Bubble Economy ........................................... $0
............................................ $199,530

 ................
Tax Ruling ............................................ $93,500
Divine Fortune ...................................... $45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................ $35,000
Roman Glory ........................................ $14,400
He’s A Conniver ...................................... $9,100
Katherine My Great ....................................... $0
............................................ $197,000

 ..........
Lake Placid ......................................... $114,000
Nationbuilder ....................................... $32,000
South Monarch .................................... $16,100
Tizsilk ................................................... $15,000
Pensy ................................................... $11,750
Miss Crown ............................................ $7,200
............................................ $196,050

Bring your horses to Camden, South Carolina
7.56 +/- acres adjacent to Hunt Country. Six-stall center aisle Hoover barn 
with tack/feed room, loft, wash stall. Three paddocks with run-in sheds. 

950 +/- sq. ft. cottage with 1 1/2 story detached garage. 
www.chevalchalet.com/TheChalet4sale.html

http://www.midatlantichorserescue.org/
http://www.newhollandsupply.com/
http://www.hoffberger.com/
http://www.chevalchalet.com/TheChalet4sale.html
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http://www.abbavetsupply.com/
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Topics, we’ve got topics . . . they’re amazing horses, 
busy people, great causes.

Anne Hambleton wrote a book. 
Best known as a former amateur jockey (Holzmann, 

etc.), she jumped into literature with “Raja, Story of a 
Racehorse.” The novel is geared toward young read-
ers and follows a Thoroughbred from the track and 
through a variety of twists and turns and situations 
in the world of an off-the-track racehorse, including 
steeplechasing.

“I didn’t really set out to write a book,” she said. 
“I think it was a long winter doing chores in my barn 
and staring at my ex-steeplechasers who are all on their 
third careers. I was thinking about all that they’ve done 
and how amazing it was and how many stories there 
were.”

Hambleton simply started writing, outlining the sto-
ry first and then taking steps toward a book: writing, 
researching, re-writing, getting feedback, re-writing, 
getting more feedback, fine-tuning and so on.

Two years later, she had a book. Self-published, the 
paperback will be out next month and available at area 
equine merchants and online.

Hambleton holds down a real job in the renewable 
energy and corporate sustainability field, but dove into 
the book project as a way to convey the paths Thor-
oughbreds sometimes take in their lives of training, 
racing, sales and more. Former racehorses work for 
humans – as foxhunters, event horses, show horses, on 
simple trail rides, on mounted police forces and so on. 

Raja blends them all into one life.
Hambleton’s barn includes ex-steeplechasers Holz-

mann, Strike d’ Or, Rather Be, Salute The News and 
Notable Contender who pursue foxhunting, eventing, 
dressage and anything else their owner dreams up from 
her home in Vermont.

“Thoroughbreds are so versatile and so trainable,” 
she said. “I love hearing stories about ex-racehorses 
who go on and do things like this. I read Black Beauty 
as a kid and soaked up every word.”

Tod Marks

TIMES EDITORIAL

Different horses,
different game

The man had a question. 
“Are our horses this bad?”
It was moments after the Irish-bred, Brit-

ish-raced Black Jack Blues and Organisateur 
finished first and second and the Irish-bred 
Your Sum Man and Dirar finished fourth 
and fifth in the Grand National. 

Well, yes and no. We guess. 
The man looked forlorn, disgusted, disap-

pointed after a tough day at Far Hills where 
deep ground put a knife through many 
cakes during the afternoon. 

Black Jack Blues continued a foreign-
bred skein in the Grand National, giving the 
carpetbaggers three wins in the past three 
editions. Yes, it seems like a long time ago 
when Good Night Shirt and McDynamo 
ruled the roost. 

When it rains at Far Hills (which it 
seems to do every year), the course becomes 
demanding and stamina-taxing. American-
bred horses struggle, they’re not used to it, 
they’re not bred for it. Foreign-breds thrive. 
Eleven foreign-bred horses competed at Far 
Hills, contributing two wins, two seconds, 
a fourth and a fifth, but it was in the Grand 
National that made the Americans wonder 
about their pedigrees. Black Jack Blues, 
Organisateur, Your Sum Man, Dirar and 
Pierrot Lunaire (American-bred but British-
raced) took home 90 percent of the purse 
while Tax Ruling, Mabou, Italian Wedding, 
Nationbuilder and Lead Us Not were un-
able to complete the course. 

Peter Buchanan makes his living riding in 
England. He came to Far Hills for the first 
time this year, pulling up Cornhusker in the 
Foxbrook, finishing third on Dynaski in the 
Grand National and winning the Gladstone 
on American-bred Wanganui. 

“You’re riding a very different sort of 
horse especially when it turns up soft, these 
horses are big, muscly flat-type horses, they 
just sunk in it, they can travel but once they 
come off (the bridle), you may as well pull 
up,” Buchanan said. “The European horses, 
once they come off it, all they know is to 
keep galloping. These are a different breed. 
In Europe, you can be the first one beat 
with a lap to go and still win the race, if 
you’re the first horse beat here, you may as 
well pull up. Home, you keep asking, they’ll 
keep finding. National Hunt horses are a 
different breed than the flat horses.”

Back to the question, 
“Are our horses this bad?” 
We’d like to think no, they’re just differ-

ent. 
“It’s very different,” Buchanan said. “Just 

everything about it is different.”

The Last Fence... Editorial, Opinion, Comments & Columns

The Outside Rail
By Joe Clancy

See OUTSIDE page 26 
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Raja draws on Hambleton’s experi-
ences in the horse world, but none of it 
really happened to one horse.

“I borrowed a lot of personalities 
from the horses I’ve known, which was 
fun,” said Hambleton, who based one 
horse in the book on Holzmann. “None 
of the jockey characters are based on 
real characters, but I did borrow a few 
little things from the stories I’ve heard 
and seen. The fun bit was the steeple-
chase bit because it wasn’t like writing.”

Look for book-signings and other 
events at tack shops near you and check 
out oldbowpublishing.com for more 
information. Hambleton will donate a 
portion of her sales to the Mid-Atlantic 

Horse Rescue, Thoroughbred Retire-
ment Foundation and CANTER equine 
charities.

-
erybody with a horse has feed bags. But 
the two don’t often go together. 

Until now. 
Wisconsin horsewoman Bernadette 

Craig combined the two things via T-
Oats, which sells recycled feedbags as 
shopping bags, gift bags, even bags for 
equine supplies. 

Craig takes old plastic bags from Pu-
rina, Nutrena, Manna Pro and so on and 
transforms them. Cleaned, trimmed, 
stitched, the bags last indefinitely and 
showcase the sometimes elegant pho-
tography and artwork on the sides of 
otherwise taken-for-granted feed bags.

Better yet, T-Oats (say it fast . . . 
“totes”) raises money for a variety of 

equine charities that specialize in horse 
rescue. Craig (whose daughter Heather 
is an assistant to trainer Graham Mo-
tion) sells the bags via stores in her area, 
but can take telephone orders and ship 
bags to other states. T-Oats can also 
benefit other equine charities so think 
about it for your next project.

Because everybody needs grocery 
bags. 

For more, see t-oats.org online.

with only a few meets to go on the cal-
endar, which makes steeplechase fans 
look at the standings page. 

Paddy Young will win his third con-
secutive jockey crown, the first to three-
peat since John Cushman won four in 
1980-83. The Irishman has increased his 
victory total in each season: 19 in 2009, 
20 in 2010, 23 and counting in 2011.

The trainers are still arguing for their 
championship with Tom Voss (13 wins) 
clinging to a one-win lead on Jonathan 
Sheppard, who is one in front of Rich-
ard Valentine, who is one in front of 
Ricky Hendriks, who is one in front of 
Jack Fisher, who is one in front of Lilith 
Boucher, who . . .

Voss and Sheppard hold the best 
hands, based on sheer numbers, but 
that’s a tight race. 

A win only counts once, but they 
seem more important this time of year. 
At Aiken, Sheppard’s Dugan beat Voss’ 
Mishcief a half-length for a two-win 
swing and just imagine if Lake Placid 
had stayed in Hendriks’ barn.

Sheppard won last year and as early 
as 1970. Voss last won in 2002. Valen-
tine has never won.

Looking at the numbers, the train-
ers have shared quite well in 2011. No 
champion has finished with fewer than  
23 wins since Sheppard led the way 
with 22 in 1976 – and you’d be hard-
pressed to think someone could add 10 
or more before the season ends.

of the year, Lake Placid is the best story 
of 2011. He’s good, he’s fast, he’s fun 
to watch, he’s unconventional. He does 
things his way. He’s rewarded all of his 
humans.

Think about it. A horse starts the 
year in a maiden hurdle at Aiken, then 
wins a maiden claimer by 16 at Middle-
burg Spring. The runaway victory was a 
change of pace for the horse, who spent 
his three 2010 starts trying to learn how 
to relax. The win was different, jockey 
Matt McCarron let Lake Placid roll 
and he demolished six rivals. Owned 
and bred by Diana and Bert Firestone, 
the horse looked good. Looked like he 
might have a future, finally. 

Of course, his future went a differ-
ent path as trainer Ricky Hendriks and 
owner Debra Kachel spent $10,000 to 
claim the 6-year-old. Hendriks went 
right to work with his new horse and 
won an optional claimer at the Virginia 
Gold Cup two weeks later – giving jock-
ey Paddy Young his 100th career win.

Next up, Lake Placid went to Rad-
nor’s open claimer and lost jockey Brian 
Crowley with a jumping blunder. In 
June at Philadelphia Park, Lake Placid 
won again – knocking off a good field 
of allowance foes to improve to 3-for-4 
on the year and 2-for-3 with Hendriks. 
The trainer tried a novice stakes at Bel-
mont in July. Didn’t work. By late sum-
mer, Lake Placid was a claimer again. 
Risked for a $25,000 price on the flat 
and a $10,000 tag at Colonial Downs 
over hurdles he won for fun and got 
claimed – again – for $10,000.

Steeplechasing used to go a year 
without one claim. Now a single horse 
got claimed twice. And kept winning. 

In his first start for Irv Naylor and 
J.W. Delozier, Lake Placid won a start-
er allowance at the International Gold 
Cup. Carl Rafter, aboard for the first 
time, went along for the ride. Another 
owner, another owner paid. Delozier 
got brave and entered his horse a week 
later – in a tougher spot – and Lake 
Placid delivered again, winning the Fox-
brook Novice at Far Hills.

That’s six wins on the year, the first 
horse since 2003 to bag a half-dozen, 
and he’s not finished. He could be the 
novice champion, completing a progres-
sion from maiden claimer to the top of 
his division. 

Now that’s a claim to fame.

Outside –

http://www.farnam.com/
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• Feed Deliveries
Currently delivering to Central MD, Southern MD, Upper 
Eastern Shore of MD, Delaware, and Southern PA

• On-Site Equine Nutritionist
Services to provide your horse with optimal nutrition. 
FREE farm visits to analyze your horses’ body type and 
conditioning to further the health and appearance of 

your horse

• On-Site Pasture Management
Available for your convenience, an expert in pasture 
management will come and analyze your pastures to 

further optimal crop and grass growth. 

• Special Orders
A FREE and convenient way to order the product that 
you need, that may not be stocked in our stores.

www.themillofbelair.com

 
 (Expires 11/30/11. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Exclusions may apply.  Cannot be used towards the purchase 

of gift cards. See store for details.)  (SC TIMES))

$5 OFF
a $25 
or more 
purchase!

Call or visit today to inquire about our high-quality horse feeds, stable supplies, tack & clothing.

http://www.themillofbelair.com/
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