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News & Notes from around the circuit

Worth Repeating
“Not as good as Ross’.”

Jockey Paddy Young when asked about his trip – compared to 
that of winner Ross Geraghty – in the Grand National

“We’re delighted, it’s a great set-up and everybody took good care 
of us. Fair dues to you and your sport. We’ll be back.”

Jockey Jason McKeown, who rode General Ledger
to finish second in the Grand National

“How waterproof are these radios?”
Question posed over the walkie-talkies at Far Hills

“Everyone is confused on a different level.”
Far Hills race co-chair Guy Torsilieri, 

to a plea from a confused race official

“He’d like it, Bunny would be mad at me because I’m changing 
things. But she was always mad at me for that anyway.”

Torsilieri, on the would-be opinions 
of past Far Hills supporters Lewis and Bunny Murdock 

about the rapid growth of the race meet

“. . . from flag fall to that’s all.” 
Far Hills announcer Mark Johnson 

about a front-running attempt by Tricky Me in the Foxbrook

“They’re strung out like Monday morning washing.” 
Johnson, about the distanced field in the Appleton

“He took one hand off the reins and waved to his fans.” 
Johnson, again, about a jockey 

who “hailed a cab” after a jumping mistake.

“I’ve got a few tapes I’d like to show him.”
Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, after hearing Johnson using the 

adjective “brilliant” to describe Swagger Stick; Aizpuru parted 
company from the 2009 Grand National starter four times.

“I hope it’s not as catching as the Swine Flu.”
Owner Gil Johnston, 

on rainy weather that seems to grow like a virus

Take A Number
1: Missing number cloth from Far Hills (Grand National, No. 1).

4,217: Bales of hay sold – for tailgaters, not horses – at Far 
Hills. At least some will be sold again next year.

400: Volunteers on duty at Far Hills.

11: Chickens left in the coop at Gail Thayer’s farm from a flock of 
36 (blame the fox).

4: Of the six winners at Far Hills wearing saddle cloth No. 10 – 
Ambersham, Dictina’s Boy, Your Sum Man and Hope For Us All. 

11: Horses that spent the night at Far Hills Saturday. Name them 
and win a prize.

Did You Notice?
• The classic yellow and black THV cooler thrown on Your Sum 
Man after the Grand National at Far Hills. Imagine the horses that 
thing has covered.

• Hats, hats and more hats. While not quite Kentucky Derby or 
Easter, Far Hills brought out the chapeaus. The cold, wet weather 
meant headware of all types: standard-issue baseball caps (Jack 
Fisher, Robert Cutler, John von Stade), tassled winter ski hats 
(Sherry Fenwick), Irish knit caps (Richard Hutchinson, Arch King-
sley, Tom Voss), various styles of ladies’ models, waterproof and 
otherwise (Betty Merck, Phebe Bowditch, Mimi Voss, Beth Fout, 
Gail Thayer), men’s versions along the lines of Indiana Jones but 
not quite (Laddie Merck, Guy Torsilieri, Tony Bentley, Bruce Mill-
er).  A hood – perhaps even fur-lined – may have been the best 
option for all.

• The U.S. Steeplechase Championship apparel on horsemen at 
Far Hills. Nice touch.

• Pierrot Lunaire clip heels with Triple Dip midway through the 
Grand National. Probably didn’t cost the Iroquois winner the race, 
but definitely sapped some momentum and was a near disaster.

• The various slips and slides of horses at Great Meadow, includ-
ing Erin Go Bragh’s near-mishap late in the Gold Cup. Weather 
impacted the course there more than at Far Hills.

• Hope For Us All standing like a statue  before the 3-year-old 
stakes at Far Hills while jockey Willie Dowling adjusted his knot 
in the reins.

• Two-time champion and Grand National winner Flat Top playing 
lead pony at Far Hills. Nice to see the old pro (now 16) again.

Tod Marks
Hi-Ho Silver, Away. . . Dictina’s Boy and Xavier Aizpur strike a Lone Ranger pose on the way to the post 
before the Appleton at Far Hills.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. If it’s October, it’s Far Hills. The richest race meet of the year lived up to its billing 
with six premier jump races that cleared champion honors in some divisions and muddled others. Tom Voss 
swept three stakes while Jack Fisher picked up two at Far Hills and two more at the International Gold Cup. 
Steeplechase Times celebrates Far Hills with a special extended coverage spanning 14 pages. Pull up a chair 
and enjoy.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 6-7

Take This Mulligan
When the leaves change color up north, the jumpers begin to head south. 
Trainer Teddy Mulligan continued his torrid fall season by winning three 
(two jump, one flat) at Aiken. Tom Voss inched one win closer to Jack Fisher 
for leading trainer honors when Mabou captured the claimer.

Pages 8-10

Big Event
Seeyouattheevent stood up on the slippery bends to win the International 
Gold Cup for local owner and Great Meadow founder Nick Arundel. Trainer 
Jack Fisher also took the Steeplethon with Major Malibu, one of four wins 
on the day for the leading trainer.

Pages 12-25

Man Oh Man 
Your Sum Man became the fifth different horse to win a Grade I stakes 
this year by upsetting the Grand National. Left Unsaid, Confined, Hope For 
Us All, Dictina’s Boy and Ambersham slogged through the soft ground to 
sweep the other stakes.

Pages 30-31

Six Shooter
Wendi Graham continued her reign at the top of the Steeplechase Pick Six. 
With a win in the Foxbrook, Left Unsaid contributed $60,000 to each of the 
top five stables. Check out the top 30 stables. 

Page 26-27

Tickets, Please
Betting was promised at Far Hills. Betting was cancelled at Far Hills. 

‘Pick 
Six’
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Teddy Mulligan knows when it’s time 
to go racing. His horses tell him so.

“There’s a lot of hills to gallop and 
foxhunt over on the farm I’m renting,” 
Mulligan said. “When the horses are 
running away with me up the mountain 
I know they’re ready.”

They’ve been running away with him 
a lot lately. 

Mulligan continued his rise up the 
standings this fall when he won hurdle 
races with The Editor and Expel at Aik-
en Oct. 24 (he also won the training flat 
with Liverpool Gloves). Since Foxfield 
Sept. 27, Mulligan has won four races 
from just nine starters to vault into a tie 
for 10th in the standings. Not bad for a 
seven-horse barn.

“It’s been a pretty incredible run,” 
Mulligan said. “Entering the fall I felt 
the horses were doing good and would 
run well, but this isn’t something I en-
visioned. Hopefully it’s going to make 
people take notice, help me get some 
more horses and I can keep it going.”

Mulligan, 26, grew up just a few 
miles from the Millwood, Va. barn he 
now rents. He started out riding in pony 
races, worked briefly in show jumping 
and cut his teeth working for Tom Kir-
lin, Julie Gomena and Jimmy Day. He 
went out on his own in 2007 and found 
his way back to some of the interesting 

terrain Millwood has to offer.
“Right now I’m renting a barn right 

near the Shenandoah River. There are 
12 stalls and over 1,100 acres to ride 
on, including a lot of dried-out river 
bottom,” Mulligan said. “I don’t have a 
track, but working for people like Jim-
my and Julie, I learned how to get hors-
es ready without the benefit of a track. 
Here they are able to gallop and go fox-
hunting and I think the horses like that. 
It makes them happy, and to me, happi-
ness is the secret to a good horse.”

Martin Fleming’s The Editor (Jeff 
Murphy) showed in the Aiken opener, 
a $15,000 maiden, that he’s enjoying 
things. The 4-year-old son of Mr. Gree-
ley stalked the early pace in fourth and 
was up late to score by three-quarters 
of a length over Primeru Peru (Bernie 
Dalton) and Regal Prospect (Richard 
Boucher). The Editor covered the 2 1/4 
miles in 4:26 4/5.

The Editor raced once on the flat 
for Leigh Delacour in September 2007, 
running seventh in a Laurel maiden on 
the turf, and then missed 2008 with an 
injury. Mulligan purchased him from 
Paddy and Leslie Young after watching 
him finish second over hurdles at Mar-
lborough Point-to-Point in April and 

tested him at Great Meadow in May, 
where he ran seventh. The Editor was 
pulled up at Radnor 14 days later and 
Mulligan backed off, took the summer 
off, and began working on a horse that 
was finished with school but not quite 
ready to join the real world.

“He’s come along nicely but still 
thinks it’s all a big party. He’s a play-
ful, late-maturing horse; he was still 
green as grass,” Mulligan said. “When 
I bought him he reminded me of Manly 
Jack, a horse I owned that was one of 
my favorites. Just one of those horses 
that seems like they’re floating when 
they’re trotting.”

Mulligan and Murphy scored again 
with Northfield Farm’s Expel in the 
second, a $10,000 maiden claimer. 
The 5-year-old raced close to the pace 
throughout before drawing off to a 5 
1/2-length win over True Blue Fingers 
(Roddy Mackenzie) and Gatornation 
(Jacob Roberts) in 4:26 4/5 for the 2 
1/4 miles. Murphy, who has ridden Ex-
pel in nine of his 10 hurdle runs, was 
impressed when he arrived in the pad-
dock.

“Teddy had him spot-on; he looked 
like a bodybuilder out there,” Murphy 
said. “We had an outside trip all the way 
and he liked that because there was no 
one bothering him. He was in the clear 
and able to relax. I was worried I made 
the lead too soon and he met the last 
fence long but drew off from there.”

Expel went winless in eight starts on 
the flat for Day prior to going to Mulli-
gan after the 2007 season. He made his 
hurdle debut at Great Meadow in May 
2008 and was a solid second in a maid-
en claimer. Things went downhill from 
there and Expel failed to hit the board 
in seven starts against open maidens. A 
distant ninth at Great Meadow in May, 
Expel joined his stablemate for a little 
respite.

“He was running in those Sport of 
Kings maidens and they were just too 
tough. Then he bled at the Gold Cup so 
it was just time to stop and try and get 
him going again,” Mulligan said. “We 
came back at Morven Park two weeks 
ago, put him in with claimers where 
he belongs, got his pre-race medication 
right and he ran a good third. It’s neat 
to see him progress because he tries so 
hard out there; he has a 10 times big-

ger heart than any other horse in my 
barn.”  

The Mulligan-Murphy tandem is 
hardly a surprise, as they scored togeth-
er on the trainer’s other two fall win-
ners; Eamonn at Foxfield and Brands 
Hatch at Virginia Fall. But even more, 
their success further solidifies a friend-
ship that was built shortly after Murphy 
came to Virginia from County Wexford 
in Ireland in 2002.

“Jeff was working for Jimmy Day at 
a time when I was still getting on a few 
so we met there and have become best 
friends. Our families get along well to-
gether and we spend a lot of time fox-
hunting and canoeing down the river,” 
Mulligan said. “He’s a hell of a rider 
that is finally starting to get the credit he 
deserves. He’s a great guy that schools 
my horses any time I need him to, which 
is a big help when race day comes. He 
knows the horses and what I like to do 
with them.”

A self-professed “hoarder,” Mulligan 
has tinkered his way up the standings 
with a group of horses that weren’t ex-
actly brimming with form when they 
arrived in his barn. Along with The Edi-
tor and Expel, Eamonn was just 2-for-
23 in cheap claimers on the flat prior 
to winning his hurdle debut and Brands 
Hatch, 1-for-8 to start his career with 
Darley Stable (and 1-for-21 lifetime be-
fore coming to Mulligan), is a regally 
bred son of A.P. Indy that has the Grade 
I sprinter Dayjur in his pedigree.

Mulligan knows he can’t afford to be 
choosy.

“If I see a horse with a crooked leg 
I think ‘I’ll just give him two years off, 
take my time and get him back going 
good again,’ ” he said. “I like that chal-
lenge of trying to turn them into some-
thing because it’s rewarding when it 
works out for the good.”

• Paul McCartney would have been 
proud. Dugan took the long and wind-
ing road back to Aiken and it led Bill 
Pape’s 5-year-old to his first win since 
breaking his maiden there in March.

Dugan (Danielle Hodsdon) settled 
in fifth early, moved to the lead with a 
lap to go and held sway over a stubborn 
Miss Crown (Dalton) by half-length to 
take the featured Southern Bank and 

George Buggs
The Editor flies over a fence in his maiden hurdle win at Aiken, one of three on the day for trainer 
Teddy Mulligan.

On a Roll
Mulligan horses continue streak
with hurdle wins in South Carolina

By Brian nadEau AikeN fAll RAces
Saturday, October 24

Aiken Fall Races
Aiken, SC. Saturday, October 24. Turf: Good.

1st. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. The Editor  L 148  Murphy
2. Primero Peru   148  Dalton
3. Regal Prospect  L 154  Boucher
4. Power Game  L 143  Mackenzie
PU. Hot Rize  L 149  R. Haynes
PU. Thynnus  L 140 Walsh
PU. Impulsion   134  W. Haynes
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:26:4/5
O: Martin Fleming. T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 4, Mr. Greeley-Keepondealing, 
Friendly Lover. Bred by West Wind Farm (Ky).

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Expel  L 148  Murphy
2. True Blue Fingers L 145  Mackenzie
3. Gatornation  L 144  Roberts
4. Rafferty  L 142  Geraghty
5. Bk’s Double Jade  L 148  Rafter
6. It’s A G Man  L 148  Boucher
PU. Determind Stand  L 150  Petty
PU. Heir Apparent (Saf)  L 148  Young
PU. Maestro Magic  L 143  W. Haynes
PU. Cup Half Full   150  Dalton
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 4:26:4/5.
O: Northfield Farm. T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5, Expelled-Kentwood Miss, 
Our Native. Bred by Daybreak Stable (Va).

3rd. $15,000. Open clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
$20,000-$15,000 clm. price

1. Mabou  L 146  Geraghty
2. Junood   139  W. Haynes
3. Rainiero (Chi) L 150  Walsh
4. Pals Pride  L 152  Dalton
5. Cuse  L 143  Rafter
6. Brands Hatch  L 152  Murphy

PU. Bold Turn  L 152  Petty
PU. Summersville  L 144  R. Haynes
Mgn: 2 3/4. Time: 4:20:1/5.
O: Ken Ramsey. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 6, Dynaformer-Royal Dove (Ire), Royal Acad-
emy. Bred by Ironwater Farms Jt. Venture (Ky).

4th. $25,000. Allow. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
(NW1X or NW2). 

1. Dugan  L 152  Hodsdon
2. Miss Crown  L 136  Dalton
3. London Grove  L 144  Aizpuru
4. Zozimus  L 148  Young 
5. Flight Briefing  L 146  Rafter
6. Easy Red  L 156  Geraghty 
PU. Atrium  L 152  Walsh 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:26:4/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 5, Forest Wildcat-Ratings, Caveat. 
Bred by George Strawbridge (Ky).

5th. $10,000. F&M Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. Farah T Salute  L 153  Aizpuru
2. Teak  L 147  Geraghty 
3. Gypsy Beads   148  Gillam 
4. Brazos Crossing L 147  Hodsdon 
5. Bobbin’ Forgold  L 141  Young
PU. Frosted Face  L 153  Dalton 
PU. Talang  L 147  Murphy
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 4:26:2/5.
O/T: Jazz Napravnik.
Ch. m. 6, Boy Done Good-Farah’s Moment, 
Christopher R. Bred by Napravnik (Md).

Sixth Race. Training flat. 1-1/4 miles.
1. Liverpool Gloves  L 155  Murphy 
2. Gallant Again  L 155  Helders
3. Matty’s Moneymaker  L 155  Quinn 
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 2:26:4/5.
O/T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B. o Br. g. 5, Royal Anthem-Sheer Elegance, 
Capote. Bred by D J Stable (Ky). See aiken page 7 
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Trust Holiday Cup. London Grove (Xavier Aizpuru) 
finished third in the $25,000 allowance test. Trained 
by Jonathan Sheppard, Dugan covered the 2 1/4 miles 
in 4:26 4/5.

The 5-year-old son of Forest Wildcat looked like 
another hurdle star for Pape and Sheppard when he 
broke his maiden, but after eight assorted starts in 
four states he returned to South Carolina still looking 
for his second hurdle win.

Dugan finished fourth to Rare Bush in an Atlan-
ta allowance in April before heading to Presque Isle 
Downs and a summer flat campaign. He ran admirably 
in three allowance races over the Tapeta surface but 
Sheppard audibled to Saratoga for the Jonathan Kiser 
Novice Stakes July 30, where Dugan was fifth to divi-
sion heavyweights You The Man and Left Unsaid. Two 
disappointing runs at Presque Isle ensued, followed by 
a fifth in the salty Metcalf Memorial Novice at Mon-
mouth Park Sept. 26. Dugan headed back to Aiken 
with Sheppard optimistic about a return to form.

“A little bit easier competition helped and the fact 
that he’s better suited to that type of track than a true 
hunt meet,” Sheppard said. “He’s more of a flat-racing 
type than a real jumper so that works well at Aiken. 
He seems to have a lot of quality to him but I didn’t 
think he was trying his hardest at Presque Isle over the 
summer. His flat form and ability over jumps obvi-
ously gives us some options for the future.”

• How does that saying go? “If you want something 
done right you’ve got to do it yourself.”

Jazz Napravnik took the advice, literally. 
Frustrated with getting horses that often took one 

step forward and two steps back, Napravnik bought 
a mare, bred her and turned the foal, Farah T Salute, 
into a winner.

“Sometimes you get a horse that might not be bro-
ken the way you like, or trained the way you like and 

it can make things difficult,” Napravnik said. “With 
her, I’ve been with her since the very first day, so she’s 
been my project to prove to myself I do know what 
I’m talking about.”

Farah T Salute (Aizpuru) drove home the in Aiken’s 
$10,000 filly/mare maiden when she scored by 2 1/2 
lengths over Teak (Ross Geraghty) and Gypsy Beads 
(Diana Gillam). The 6-year-old settled near the back 
of the seven-horse field, moved willingly to the lead 
approaching the far turn and was ridden out to the 
line in 4:26 2/5 for the 2 1/4 miles.

Napravnik bought Farah T Salute’s dam, Farah’s 
Moment, and rode and trained her in some junior rac-
es. She bred Farah’s Moment to Boy Done Good and 
the mating produced Farah T Salute in May 2003. She 
won her career debut on the flat at Colonial Downs in 
June 2006 and started over hurdles for the first time 
at Camden in March, running a distant seventh. In 
three subsequent spring hurdle starts she raced near 
the early pace and tired badly. After seeing her horse 
close almost 10 lengths at Colonial on the flat in June, 
Napravnik knew she’d found the key. 

“On the flat she was a big closer but 
when she started in a few point-to-points 
this spring she accidentally found herself 
on the lead so we let her race that way 
(over hurdles),” Napravnik said. “Over 
the summer when she closed nicely on the 
flat I said ‘that’s it, we’re going back to 
the other way.’ ”

Aizpuru was the final piece. Added for 
the filly/mare maiden claimer at Virginia 
Fall, the jockey engineered a late-running 
second. Farah T Salute tested open maid-
en claimers at Morven Park before getting 
her diploma at Aiken.

“She’s progressed all along and it was 
just a combination of race strategy and a 
rider change,” Napravnik said. “When I 
put Xav on her it helped a lot. She needs 
a strong and experienced closing rider to 
suit her style.”

• Mabou (Geraghty) showed at Philadelphia Park 
in June that he likes a quick course that plays to his 
natural speed. 

He showed it again at Aiken when he took the 
$15,000 claimer by 2 3/4 lengths over Junood (Will 
Haynes) and Rainiero (Robbie Walsh) in a speedy 
4:20 1/5 for the 2 1/4 miles.

Claimed by owner Ken Ramsey from Bean Counter 
Stable and trainer Tim Ritchey last summer, Mabou 
learned to jump last fall and began his hurdling career 
with a fall at High Hope while leading. 

Freshened, the son of Dynaformer led every step in 
a maiden at Philadelphia Park. Saratoga proved to be 
a bust when the rapid 6-year-old opened up nearly 20 
lengths before tiring. 

The dashes from that pull up slash across his chart, 
which made the drop to the $20,000 claiming ranks 
an easy one for trainer Tom Voss. Geraghty was able 
to pull him off the pace for part of the trip which con-
tributed to his second victory over jumps and sixth 
overall.

Paul Z. Martin, Jr. ~ President

PREVIEW: FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13th from 11 AM to 6 PM
LOCATION: 475 Thouron Road, Coatesville, Chester County, PA. (Kennett Square – Unionville - Doe Run Area)

Aiken –
 Continued from page 6

George Buggs
Farah T Salute (center) battles in traffic early in her victory at Aiken.
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THE PLAINS, Va. – In terms of sub-
plots, the Oct. 17 International Gold 
Cup was like Problem Child, Cocoon 
and Cinderella Man rolled into 3 1/2 
miles and 20 timber fences.

There was Bubble Economy, the two-
timber timber champion and prankster 
of the division, the horse as likely to 
pass the entire field as he is to refuse 
abruptly; Salmo, who at 13 has an open 
tab and a corner stool at the Fountain 
of Youth; and Seeyouattheevent, the 
2007 Gold Cup winner who has battled 
back from injuries and inactivity to take 
another swing at Great Meadow’s fall 
fixture. 

America always loves a comeback. 
Nick Arundel’s Seeyouattheevent 

(Jeff Murphy), who missed all of the 
2008, resurfaced as a major player in 
the division for Jack Fisher with an 
authoritative 3 1/2-length victory over 
Uppercut (Jake Chalfin), who was lat-
er disqualified for cutting a beacon on 
the far side of the course. The winner’s 
stablemate, Bubble Economy (James 
Slater), was placed second with Shady 
Valley (Russell Haynes) moving to third 

in the $50,000 race. 
Seeyouattheevent settled toward the 

back of the 10-horse field as Incasey-
ouraminer and Music To My Ears set 
an energetic pace. Uppercut stalked in 
third; Salmo, the flag-to-wire winner of 
the Virginia Gold Cup in 2007 and 2009 
eased off while wide in fourth; Chron-
icle Cup winner Erin Go Bragh set up 
in fifth and Bubble Economy, who won 
both Gold Cups in 2008, settled in sev-
enth. Shady Valley, Woodmont and Bon 
Caddo relaxed toward the back after 
the first 2 miles. 

Murphy was relieved the leaders 
began to slow the tempo after the first 
lap.

“I was lucky because they came back 
to me a little after going pretty fast ear-
ly,” Murphy said. “That allowed me to 
save all the ground on the inside and 
work my way up in there at my own 
pace. Jack had said to be in the middle 
but because they went so slow I was 
able to be a little closer and never had 
to panic.”

Uppercut was the first to move on the 
tiring leaders, taking charge and draw-
ing off to a 6-length lead after 2 1/2 
miles. Salmo picked up the chase in sec-
ond while Seeyouattheevent and Bubble 
Economy drew closer. As the field came 
down the slick hill toward the turn for 
the final time Uppercut held a mea-
sured advantage over Salmo. Erin Go 
Bragh, making a solid move to the out-
side, slipped badly and lost all chance. 
Seeyouattheevent and Bubble Economy 
drew into contention with one fence re-
maining. Salmo backed out of it before 
the last and Uppercut held a slight lead 
over Seeyouattheevent. They landed on 
even terms but Uppercut bobbled twice, 
hitting his nose to the ground and giv-
ing Seeyouattheevent an opening he 
would not relinquish in the run to the 
line. The winner completed the 3 1/2 
miles in 7:11.

The far turn proved to be the undo-
ing of several potential winning moves 
on the day. Think of a summer slip-and-
slide or an icy hill in January. Seeyouat-
theevent had his spikes on.

“What a dream ride; he just turned 
on a dime for me which was even more 
impressive because the ground was so 
slick. I was meeting the beacons the way 
I wanted to so he never slipped once, 
which wasn’t the case for some of the 
others,” Murphy said. “Coming down 
the stretch (Erin Go Bragh) got driven 

out and that’s obviously bad luck for 
him but good racing luck for me. Then I 
saw Bubble Economy coming up on my 
outside and I knew that I didn’t want to 
go before him and give him the lead, but 
I thought about how well I was travel-
ing, the slippery ground and that I had 
10 pounds less than he had so I decided 
to go on with it. From there on he was 
brilliant all the way to the line.”

Seeyouattheevent, an 8-year-old son 
of Event Of The Year, has been a regular 
on the timber stakes circuit since he ran 
a solid second, beaten a half-length, to 
Ghost Valley in the 2006 International 
Gold Cup. He took the Radnor Hunt 
Cup to go along with his 2007 Gold 
Cup before going to the sidelines in 
2008. 

Fisher brought Seeyouattheevent 
back in April at Middleburg and he ran 
a bang-up second to Bubble Economy, 
just missing by a head. Wheeled back 
in the Virginia Gold Cup in May, he 
was outrun early and pulled up well 
before the real running began. Seey-
ouattheevent resurfaced in the Oct. 3 
National Sporting Library Chronicle 
Cup at Virginia Fall, where he finished 
second to Erin Go Bragh.

The win was especially satisfying to 
Arundel, who bought the property that 
would become Great Meadow in 1982 
and earlier this year stepped down after 

 THE
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Douglas Lees
Seeyouattheevent drives for the finish of the International Gold Cup.

Big event
Timber veteran rewards Arundel
with hometown Gold Cup score

By Brian nadEau iNTeRNATiONAl gOlD cup
Saturday, October 17

Douglas Lees
Seeyouattheevent (right) keeps tabs on his rivals in the Gold Cup.

See gold cup page 9 
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25 years with the Great Meadow Foundation. Flanked 
by wife Peggy, he posed for pictures, accepted congrat-
ulations and looked back on a day that saw the Gold 
Cup and Far Hills make up the first U.S. Steeplechase 
Championships and be part of a five-hour television 
broadcast. 

“What a great story on such a special day of racing. 
To win this race on a day when steeplechase racing is 
making history on television is very satisfying,” Arun-
del said. “This horse has been through a lot over the 
years so for him to come back and win this race, two 
years after winning it, is really special. He’s been in 
the family a long time and I’m extremely proud of him 
and the job everyone did getting him ready.”

• For Murphy, the days leading up to Great Mead-
ow were the equivalent of studying for a final exam 
with no books. He did get some help from a student 
who had already taken the course. Far Hills-bound 
Willie Dowling helped with a cram session.

“Before Great Meadow, I had never been on Seey-
ouattheevent or Major Malibu at all, so obviously that 
could have been a challenge going in,” he said. “But 
Willie was nice enough to talk to me about them dur-
ing the week, help me get to know the horses a little 
bit, their tendencies and the like and that really helped 
me.”

Murphy started a Great Meadow double when 
Ann Stern’s Major Malibu took the $25,000 Steeple-
thon, a 3-mile test over assorted jumps, besting Swim-
ming River (Mark Watts) and Won Wild Bird (Will 
Haynes).

Major Malibu stalked Big Bad Joe for the first lap 
and took over when that rival was pulled up. The win-
ner led the compact group of six from there, holding 
a measured lead over Won Wild Bird and a hard to 
handle Regality while Swimming River bided his time 
at the back. Major Malibu led to the final turn when 

Swimming River surged into contention up the inside. 
Murphy, who looked confident throughout, asked 
Major Malibu early in the stretch and he responded 
with a sudden burst and drew off with an 8 1/2-length 
win in 6:28.

“What a lovely horse; he made my job a lot easier 
over a course and race that can be testing for a jock-
ey,” Murphy said. “We made the lead a little earlier 
than I wanted but he was going along so willingly that 
the last thing I wanted to do was fight him or interfere 
with him. It’s a big credit to Willie for helping me and 
Jack for having the confidence in me to ride two very 
classy horses.”

• “Horse trainer” was far down the list of job titles 
for Don Yovanovich at Great Meadow. As racing coor-
dinator  he oversaw a mixed bag of duties. It’s a good 
thing he picked the opener to saddle Rusty Cline’s Sonic 
Charm to win the $15,000 maiden hurdle. 

“It’s a great feeling to win one at your home meet,” 

Yovanovich said. “I’m wearing a lot of different hats 
on the day trying to get everything to run smoothly, 
from keeping an eye on the course to trying to get a 
television program off and running, so to add this in 
is pretty exciting.”

Sonic Charm (Diana Gillam) rated fourth early 
while major contenders Bullet Dancer and Country 
Cousin settled deep in the field of 14. 

Saber Song surged to the lead entering the far turn 
and looked poised for an upset until he slipped badly 
and fell, causing Gillam to check slightly in second 
before deftly moving to the outside. Country Cousin 
(Carl Rafter) took the worst of it and had to check, 
but quickly regrouped and took the lead approach-
ing the second-last. He jumped the final two fences 
in front but Sonic Charm was up late on the outside 
to score by 1 3/4 lengths with Bullet Dancer (William 
McCarthy) third. The final time for the 2 1/2 miles 
was 5:02.40.

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 8

See gold cup page 10 

Douglas Lees
Major Malibu shows the way over Won Wild Bird in the Steeplethon.
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International Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. Saturday, Oct. 17. Turf: good.

1st. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
1. Sonic Charm  L 154  Gillam 
2. Country Cousin  L 154  Rafter 
3. Bullet Dancer  L 154  McCarthy
4. Meshwaar  L 154  Carter
5. Ouagadougou  L 154  Murphy
6. Sermonize  L 149  Nagle 
7. Delarun  L 143  Roberts 
8. Honour Emblem  L 149  W. Haynes
9. Lenny  L 154  Cooney 
F. Saber Song  L 146  Foley 
F. Mighty Valdiar  L 154  Cockburn 
PU. True Blue Fingers  L 148  Duncan
PU. Mr. Hendry  L 146  Slater
PU. Hot Rize  L 149 R. Haynes
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 5:02:2/5.
O: Rusty Cline. T: Don Yovanovich.
B. g. 5, Concorde’s Tune-Unique Charm, Pen-
telicus. Bred by Ocala Stud Farm (Fla).

2nd. $25,000. Open timber. 3 miles.
Steeplethon course.

1. Major Malibu L 160 Murphy
2. Swimming River  L 160  Watts 
3. Won Wild Bird  L 149  W. Haynes
4. Endless Mountain  L 155  Roberts
5. Regality  L 155  Carter 
F. Haddix  L 160  Rafter 
PU. Big Bad Joe  L 160  Slater 
Mgn: 8 1/2. Time: 6:28.
O: Ann Stern. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 5, Malibu Moon-Major Barbara, Salutely. 
Bred by Tim Durborow (Pa).

3rd. $10,000. Open flat. 1-3/4 miles.
International Amateur Jockeys.

1. Slaney Rock (Ire)  L 145  Penman
2. Duck Hunt  L 145  Hinchion
3. Vine Hill  L 137  Madden
4. Jimtown  L 145  Roberts 
5. Organizer  L 150  Picon
6. Scandalizer  L 134  Marlin
7. Pasagai (Fr)  L 145  Hierer
8. Heir Apparent (SAf) L 145 O’Callaghan 

9. Changuirongo  L 147  Bartti 
10. Fifty Five  L 145  Denault
11. Harrys Crown  L 148  Daley
12. Not For Love’s Boy  L 135  Gibson 
13. Archers Bow  L 152  Williams 
14. Silver Man Can  L 145  Gillam
LR. Independent George L 145  Moneta
LR. Gatornation  L 146  Moore
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:34:1/5.
O: Hickory Tree Stable. T: Simon Hobson.
B. g. 4, Rock Of Gibraltar (Ire)-Dress Code (Ire), 
Barathea (Ire). Bred by K. Molloy (Ireland).

4th. $20,000. Open flat. 1-1/4 Miles.
Virginia-bred or sired.

1. Love Colony  L 160 Chalfin 
2. Secret Style  L 157  Roberts 
3. I’m A Hokie  L 160  Murphy 
4. Roseville Run  L 160  McCarthy
5. Class Band   137  Foley 
6. Seeking Allie  L 157  Gillam 
7. River Magic  160  Rafter 
8. Smartest One  L 160  Slater
9. That Dream Cat  L 152  Aylor 
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 2:22:4/5.
O: Debra Kachel. T: Ricky Hendriks.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5, Not For Love-Soaring Colony, 
Pleasant Colony. 
Bred by Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin III (Va).

5th. $50,000. Timber stakes. 3-1/2 Miles.
The International Gold Cup.

1. Seeyouattheevent  L 155  Murphy
2. Bubble Economy  L 165  Slater
3. Shady Valley  L 160  R. Haynes
4. Woodmont  L 155  W. Haynes 
5. Salmo  L 160  Nagle
*DQ. Uppercut   150  Chalfin
F. Bon Caddo  165  Roberts 
LR. Music To My Ears (Ire) L 163  Hundt
PU. Erin Go Bragh (NZ)  L 165  Rafter
PU. Incaseyouraminer  L 160  Swope
*From 2nd for going off course.
Mgn: 3 1/4. Time: 7:11.
O: Nick Arundel. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 8, Event Of The Year-Return Flight (GB), 
Generous (Ire). Bred by David Wade (Md).

“It was slick but the horse was really 
clever and we were able to avoid trou-
ble. It was a pretty split-second decision 
and we were lucky to be able to move so 
quickly and not lose too much momen-
tum,” Gillam said. “I worked him once 
at Laurel in the morning so I knew he 
was a pretty straight-forward type, so I 
was just along for the ride. Don had it 
all right today.”

Which an impressive, considering 
the path Sonic Charm took to the win-
ner’s circle. The 5-year-old son of Con-
corde’s Tune has been trained by Yo-
vanovich throughout his career, which 
has spanned three seasons and 17 starts, 
including a maiden win on the flat at 
Colonial Downs in June 2008 and a 
plethora of medical reports.

“He’s just had a lot of bad luck phys-
ically; from wind problems, to retinoid 
issues,” Yovanovich said. “So we’ve put 
a lot of hard work into him to get him 
to this point, which makes it very satis-
fying to see him run well.”

Sonic Charm returned from 10 
months on the sidelines in May and 
made his hurdle debut at Great Mead-
ow, where he checked in seventh. Yo-
vanovich wheeled him back two weeks 
later at Radnor but Sonic Charm was 
pulled up. He went back to the flat at 
Colonial and reeled off four starts that 
got worse each time. Yovanovich was at 
a loss until the reason for the poor runs 
came to the fore.

“We wrote off a few of his bad races 
this summer but one race just got worse 

than the other, so finally we figured it 
out,” Yovanovich said. “We didn’t 
know it at the time at Radnor, and there 
after it just kept getting more severe 
with each start.”

Yovanovich backed off, treated Sonic 
Charm over the summer and pointed to 
Virginia Fall’s $10,000 maiden claimer Oct. 
3. The new and improved Sonic Charm ran 
second, beaten less than a length, while fi-
nally getting to show his talent.

“We wanted to test him at Middle-
burg to see if he could get the 2 miles 
and I think all that racing over the 
summer saved me because he was a fit 
horse,” Yovanovich said. “He’s had his 
problems but showed he can run a little 
bit when he’s right. It’s obviously been a 
long way back so I’ve got to give credit 
to Rusty for letting me take my time.”

• Great Meadow also staged two flat 
races including the Old Dominion turf 
Championship, a lucrative $20,000 test 
for Virginia-bred or sired runners. 

Debbie Kachel’s Love Colony 
(Chalfin) took the 1 1/4-mile affair over 
stablemate Secret Style (Jacob Roberts) 
and I’m A Hokie (Murphy), who won 
the 2008 renewal. 

Trained by Ricky Hendriks, Love 
Colony rallied from sixth, moved 
sharply toward the leaders on the far 
turn and drew off for a 1 1/2-length win 
in 2:22.80.

Love Colony, a 5-year-old son of 
Not For Love, entered with two wins 
from eight lifetime starts on the flat. He 
broke his maiden at first-asking in May 
at Penn National and beat conditioned 
claimers two starts later sprinting at Co-

lonial Downs. Great Meadow marked 
his first score on the turf.

• The third, the International Fe-
gentri World Cup of Nations Flat, a 
$10,000 allowance at 1 3/4 miles for 
foreign and American amateur jockeys, 
went to Hickory Tree Stable’s Slaney 
Rock (Michelle Penman, representing 
the United States). 

Simon Hobson conditioned the win-
ner, a 4-year-old Irish-bred Rock Of Gi-
braltar gelding, who won for the third 
time from 15 career starts.

Slaney Rock, close up throughout, 
took the lead in deep stretch and held 
off a hard-charging Duck Hunt (Muiris 
Hinchion), with Vine Hill (Paul Mad-
den) back in third. The final time was 
3:34.20.

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 9

Douglas Lees
Sonic Charm (far right) battles the field in the opener, a $15,000 maiden hurdle.
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OWNER  ..................... Debra Kachel
TRAINER  ................... Ricky Hendriks
JOCKEY  .................... Jake Chalfin
BREEDER  .................. Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin III

Love Colony

Racing Series for Virginia-bred and Virginia-sired Thoroughbreds sponsored by

OTHER SERIES WINNERS

Morven Park – Class Band
Owner: Mede Cahaba Stable & Stud
Trainer: Lilith Boucher
Jockey: Bernie Dalton
Breeder: Mede Cahaba Stable & Stud

Virginia Fall – I’m A Hokie
Owner: Gordie Keys
Trainer: Simon Hobson
Jockey: Jeff Murphy
Breeder: Virginia Tech Foundation

Foxfield – River Magic
Owner/Trainer: Thomas Beach Jr.
Jockey: Roddy Mackenzie
Breeder: Beverly Beach
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Tom Voss took three hors-
es to Morven Park Oct. 12. Motel Affair fit in the 
claimer. Flat horse Always First needed a tune up 
for Keeneland’s Sycamore. Your Sum Man came 
along for the ride.

The Irish-bred steeplechaser made his first Ameri-
can start in a 1 1/2-mile training flat race. He faced 
Always First, a graded stakes winner on the flat, turf 
stakes winner Wheels Up At Noon and classy jumpers 
Divine Fortune and Triple Dip.

“We ran him – just to get a line 
on him,” said the trainer. “We 
had no idea what to expect. He 
ran great. Always First won the 

race, Wheels Up At Noon finished second and this 
horse was going to beat them both. He was bottled 
up and just ran at them when he got loose. In another 
hundred yards, he was going by both of them. It made 
you think.”

Big. Three days later, Voss supplemented the 7-year-
old to the $250,000 Grand National hurdle stakes at 
Far Hills. Your Sum Man did the rest, thriving in the 
rain-soaked turf and taking home the biggest prize in 
American jump racing for Betty and Laddie Merck’s 
The Fields Stable. The Irish-bred (Ross Geraghty) rat-
ed outside and in mid-pack, challenged the leaders on 
the final turn and drew off late to win by 3 3/4 lengths 
over General Ledger (Jason McKeown) with Tax Rul-
ing (Willie Dowling) third.

Showcase of the inaugural U.S. Steeplechase Cham-
pionships, the Grade I Grand National attracted a 
dozen runners (after two late scratches due to the turf) 
with various agendas. Iroquois winner Pierrot Lunaire 
and Lonesome Glory victor Red Letter Day aimed to 
prove themselves. Veterans Sweet Shani, Three Carat, 
Swagger Stick and Best Attack looked to end long 
dry spells. Tax Ruling, Arcadius and Sermon Of Love 
tried to ramp up solid 2009 form. Triple Dip made his 
first start in almost a year. General Ledger arrived by 
way of Norway (yes, Norway). Your Sum Man simply 
took a shot.

“This is an experiment, see what happens,” Voss 
told Geraghty beforehand. “He’ll win by half the track 
or lose by half the track.” 

Red Letter Day bounded to an immediate lead and 
found a rhythm despite pressure from General Ledger. 
Tax Ruling set up in third as the race became a gallop-
ing test. Sweet Shani and Your Sum Man found spots 
just off the leaders, in fourth and fifth, while Pierrot 
Lunaire dropped back to last early. 

As usual, the race changed on the final run down 
the backstretch. General Ledger pounced on Red Let-
ter Day, who responded with the last of his reserves. 
Sweet Shani, making her first jump start in 17 months, 
wilted. Tax Ruling kept pace. 

Your Sum Man, with Geraghty perched like a Sara-
toga exercise rider, swooped toward the front. Reins 
loose, hands not moving, the jockey aimed his horse 
toward the lead – now occupied by General Ledger – 
on the final turn. 

“I was confident the whole way, everything suited 
him,” Geraghty said. “He loved the trip, he loved the 
ground.”

Your Sum Man motored up the inside to match 
strides with a game General Ledger before the last and 
prevailed despite an untidy final fence. General Ledger 
stayed for second with Tax Ruling 9 lengths back in 
third. Red Letter Day hung on for fourth with Pierrot 
Lunaire a well-beaten fifth. Three Carat, Sermon Of 
Love, Triple Dip and Arcadius were pulled up.

Voss marveled at the result while walking down the 
hill toward the trophy presentation.

“Can you believe that?” he said, shaking his head. 
“He was always going to win the race, he was always 
cruising along.”

Betty Merck laughed at her trainer’s pre-race as-
sessment: “That was some experiment, Tom, some 
experiment.”

Soaked by days of rain, Far Hills came up soft – but 
not as soft as some years. Every winner on the day 
thrived in the going, while some of the losers surely 
did not.

“They either like it or they don’t – no two ways 
about it,” Voss said. “A good horse will try in it, but 
he might not be at his best. Horses like this have run 
in it and know a little bit more about it which has 
to help, but he might have run just as well on firmer 
ground.”

From a horse he didn’t know existed four months 
earlier, Voss concocted a Grade I victory. Your Sum 
Man came into the race with one win (almost two 
years earlier) in nine lifetime jump starts – five over 
hurdles and four over chase fences. He knocked on the 
door of quality with losses to Jered (Ireland’s top nov-
ice hurdler of 2008), Cooldine (champion novice chas-
er of 2008-09) and Forpadydeplasterer (a Cheltenham 
Festival winner in 2009). The lone victory came in a 
classy novice hurdle in heavy going at Punchestown 
in 2007. 

Man up

Tod Marks
Your Sum Man (right) jumps the last fence alongside General Ledger in the Grand National.

Irish newcomer gets
Grade I win for Voss

By jOE clancy
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“His hurdle form is good and his first run over 
fences was good; he mixed it with a good horse (For-
padydeplasterer) and then he just went to pot,” said 
Geraghty. “He fell on his last day, he was a beaten 
horse that day, but I wouldn’t have minded it.”

Scouting for prospects in Ireland on a trip organized 
by future son-in-law Garrett Murray, Voss looked at 
Your Sum Man in June. Trained by Tony Mullins, 
the plain bay gelding closed his racing campaign by 
finishing eighth (beaten 45 lengths), 12th (beaten 68) 
and falling in his final three starts. Out of training and 
relaxing in a field, Your Sum Man caught his future 
trainer’s eye.

“I loved the horse, just looking at him,” Voss said. 
“He’s not a real pretty horse but a nice tough-looking 
kind, beautiful eye on him. I don’t know, no real rea-
son. I just liked him. I certainly didn’t buy him off his 
form or anything – it was just a feeling, just looking at 
him, just thinking about it.”

Along for the Irish scouting trip, Betty Merck liked 
what she saw too and spent $75,000 on the pros-
pect. Purchased too late for Saratoga, Your Sum Man 
shipped to Voss’ farm and took the slow path to his 
first American start. He trained lightly, learned about 
American fences and re-built his confidence.

“We rode him, hacked him around; he’d been 
turned out for a couple months so we started doing 
things with him just like we’d take a horse out of the 
field here,” said Voss. “He never did anything wrong 
so we kept going.”

Fit enough this fall, Your Sum Man needed a race. 
The Appleton at Far Hills? An allowance at Aiken? 

Maybe the Noel Laing at Montpelier? Voss wanted 
the Morven Park flat run, just to see.

“The horse sort of said ‘hello’ with that race,” said 
the trainer. “I never thought he’d run as well as he 
did and I wasn’t sure what he’d do (at Far Hills) ei-
ther. Running in the Grand National really was just 
a shot.”

Voss took eight horses to Far Hills, so had every 
other race covered. He won the Appleton with Dic-
tina’s Boy, the Foxbrook Novice with Left Unsaid and 
completed the natural triple with the Grand National. 
Voss enjoyed getting a big one for Merck, on her home 
course. She lives in nearby Bedminster, is master of the 

local Essex Fox Hounds and has been a fixture at the 
races for decades.

“It’s wonderful,” Voss said. “There’s no better own-
er, no better sport. She’s the perfect owner, she doesn’t 
tell you to run them, she says ‘run when you’re ready’ 
and she shows up every time they run. She deserves to 
win races like this.”

With the $150,000 first-place check, Your Sum 
Man vaulted over Merck’s Left  Unsaid to the top 
of a rollicking seasonal earnings battle that has seen 
five horses win the five open Grade I stakes. The sixth 
comes Nov. 21 with the Colonial Cup.

– Additional reporting by Sean Clancy.

Grand National –
 Continued from page 12

Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17

Tod Marks
Your Sum Man (10) fights past General Ledger in the stretch of the Grand National.
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Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17

With a dozen runners, the Grand National hurdle stakes contained more than its 
share of storylines. Ross Geraghty won the Grade I aboard Your Sum Man and can 
be  heard from in the race recap. As for the remaining 11 jockeys, ST’s Sean Clancy 
caught up with them for a comment.

2nd. General Ledger, Jason McKeown: “Sit second or 
third, on the inside, that was the plan. I rode the race before and I 
came back and told (owner Morten Buskop), ‘the secret to this race 
is the jump.’ He’s a bit leery, that’s why the blinkers were on him, 
he can’t go to the front. Schooling the other morning, he stopped 
and we didn’t want the same thing to happen today. He was travel-
ing too well, going out on the last circuit, he winged down over 
those fences and I had to take a hold going to the second-to-last 
because I didn’t want the same thing to happen as the morning so 
I had to sit. When Ross came up besides me, at that point the two 
of us went to racing. If I had kicked on in front of him . . . but I think 
the better horse on the day won. Happy enough. The horse has been in France, Sweden, 
Norway, he’s done a lot of traveling. I’m delighted for Morten and the horse. It’s a downer 
to finish second but at least we’re walking away with a check. We’re happy.”

3rd. Tax Ruling, Willie Dowling: “Ran a good race, I thought the first two were 
going to come back but they kept going. It felt like the English and Irish horses had an 
advantage but I would think (trainer Desmond Fogarty) would be delighted; before he won 
at Radnor he was an allowance horse so for him to step up to Grade Ones is pretty impres-
sive.”

4th. Red Letter Day, Bernie Dalton: “Ran his eyeballs out, I’d say he ran right up 
to scratch with his Belmont run, just was never able to get a breather into him. The foreign 
horse was right on his heels, every time I took a little pull, he’d come to me and get back on 
the bridle again. He didn’t really get tired, he just couldn’t quicken on that ground with that 
weight, I thought he ran an absolute corker.”

5th. Pierrot Lunaire, Chip Miller: “Bad trip, never traveling. 
I was in a good spot with a turn to go and if I was traveling, I would 
have been fine, but I wasn’t traveling. Ross took a pull coming up 
the hill, he was traveling. I looked up and I was 10 lengths behind 
him and I’m thinking if everybody falls in a hole, my horse will get 
brave, but Ross was still waiting.”

6th. Best Attack, Jody Petty: “Jumped unbelievable, Bruce 
wanted me to keep him closer in the race which I did; at the bot-
tom of the hill, I thought I could pass some horses but nothing 
was coming back, he went up that hill as good as anything but 

nothing slowed down, Pierrot (Lunaire) actually passed me, I couldn’t believe that because 
I thought I had enough horse to get up that hill.”

7th. Sweet Shani, Xavier Aizpuru: “I had a perfect trip, she jumped great, she trav-
eled awesome, I loved the way the race was going. At the second-to-last, I thought I had 
every chance, I had a little look around and I was going as well as anybody else. Halfway 
around the turn, she started to get a little tired, she hadn’t run for a while, she was giving it 
everything and I thought we would get a piece of it, she hit the rising ground and just came 
up short. I hope, touch wood, she’ll be back for another day, because it’s good to have her 
back.”

8th. Swagger Stick, Paddy Young: “He was good, I thought he was going to finish 
in the first three or four coming off the last bend but he couldn’t quite get up the hill. He’s 
run a good race, jumped good, no excuses.”

Pulled Up. Three Carat, Danielle Hodsdon: “He got tired, 
I thought he would handle the ground OK, he jumped OK, the horse 
in front of him was jumping bad, he bumped us a couple of times, 
that messed with him a little bit but really he didn’t do anything 
wrong; when we went to come up the hill he was exhausted.”  

Pulled Up. Sermon Of Love, Roddy Mackenzie: “Could 
barely keep up with them early on, made one pretty bad mistake 
going down the back and was never traveling after that.”

Pulled Up. Triple Dip, Richard Boucher: “Traveled good, 
hemmed down on the inside and couldn’t get any daylight at all, he was jumping when the 
other horses in front of him jumped. He did well to stay together a couple of times, he was 
full of run, but the mistakes in this ground take it right out of you.”

Pulled Up. Arcadius, Robbie Walsh: “Got hung a bit wide with the post position 
but never really traveled, always struggling, never really going anywhere in the ground. He’s 
been very consistent all year, had to be the ground.”

How Was Your Trip?
Jockeys talk about the Grand National

Tod Marks
Most of the Grand National field jumps a fence in the early going.

DESIGN / BUILD  COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS

4053 Lower Valley Road
Parkesburg, PA 19365
phone: 610-593-2157
mccomseybuilders.com

Quality,  Service  and  Integrity

Thank you Silverton Hill Farm, owners 
of Appleton runner-up Torlundy, and 

Far Hills for an epic day of jump racing.
Young Racing ~ Leslie and Paddy Young

Stalls available. Reasonable rates. Winning team.
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Far Hills Races
Far Hills, N.J. Saturday, Oct. 17. Turf: good.

1st. $50,000. Filly/Mare hurdle stakes. 2 1/8 miles.
The Peapack-Guelph. 

1. Confined  .................................. L ........140 .......Walsh 
2. Dynaskill  ................................. L ........140 .......Petty 
3. Jellyberry  ................................ L ........140 .......Young
4. The Manner Born  .................... L ........140 .......Hodsdon
5. Moon Dolly (GB) ...................... L ........140 .......Aizpuru 
6. Complete Ray  .......................... L  .......132 .......Boucher 
7. Teak ......................................... L  .......134 .......Geraghty 
Margin: 5. Time: 4:32 3/5. 
O: Sherry Fenwick. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. m. 5, Mojave Moon-Maternity Leave, Northern Baby. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard and Warren Dempsey (Pa).

2nd. $50,000. SOK maiden hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
1. Ambersham ............................. L ........150........Dowling 
2. Here Comes Art  ....................... L ........154 .......Dalton 
3. Virginia Minstrel  ...................... L ........154 .......Miller
4. Strategic Vission  ..................... L ........150 .......Boucher 
5. Old Man Buck  .......................... L ........150 .......Aizpuru 
6. Steppenwolfer  ......................... L ........154 .......Petty
LR. Italian Wedding  ..................... L ........150 .......Hodsdon 
PU. Arch Hero  ............................. L ........150 .......Geraghty 
PU. Best Alibi (Ire) ..................................154 .......Walsh 
PU. Civil’s Hello ............................ L ........154 .......Mackenzie
PU. Piney Mountain ..................... L ........154 .......Young
Margin: 3. Time: 4:26 1/5. O: Gil Johnston. T: Jack Fisher.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 4, Dynaformer-Musaka (Chi), Mocito Guapo (Arg). 
Bred by Haller Stable (Ky).

3rd. $50,000. Hurdle Stakes 2 1/8 miles. The Appleton. 
(NW 2 or started $30,000 or less in 2008-2009). 

1. Dictina’s Boy .......................................148........Aizpuru 
2. Torlundy ................................... L ........140 .......Young 
3. Nat Grew  ................................. L ........148 .......Petty 
4. Cradle Will Rock ....................... L ........144 .......Hodsdon
5. Chivite (Ire)  ............................. L ........144 .......Boucher 
6. Sunshine Numbers  ................. L ........152 .......Dalton 
7. Slip Away  ................................ L ........152 .......Geraghty
PU. Devil’s Preacher  .................... L ........156 .......Miller
PU. Four Schools (Ire)  ................ L ........156 .......Walsh 
PU. It’s My Choice (NZ)  ............... L ........152 .......Dowling
PU. Orebanks  .............................. L ........144 .......Mackenzie 
PU. Strathspey Kino (GB)  ............ L ........150 .......Mckeown
Margin: 7 1/4. Time: 4:22 3/5.
O: Riverdee Stable and Tom Miscannon. T: Tom Voss.
Gr. g. 7, With Approval, Dictina (Fr), Dictus (Fr). 
Bred by Anthony and Marie Rizzo (Ky).

4th. $100,000. Novice hurdle stakes. 2 1/2 miles.
(NW prior to 6/1/08). The Foxbrook Champion Hurdle. 

1. Left Unsaid ............................... L ........145 .......Geraghty
2. Class Crash .............................. L ........142 .......Dalton
3. Tricky Me ................................. L  .......145 .......Dowling 
4. Terpsichorean .......................... L ........153 .......Hodsdon
5. Dynantonia ............................... L ........153 .......Young
6. Blue Rider ................................ L ........150 .......Walsh 
F. You The Man............................. L ........145 .......Petty
PU. Nationbuilder ......................... L  .......153 .......Miller
Margin: 4. Time: 5:27.  O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 4, Dynaformer-Hello Soso (Ire), Alzao. 
Bred by Mrs. Jerome Amerman & Bobby Frankel (Ky).

5th. $250,000. Hurdle Stakes. 2 5/8 miles.
The Grand National (Grade I). 

1. Your Sum Man (Ire) ................. L ........156 .......Geraghty 
2. General Ledger (Ire)  ................ L ........156 .......Mckeown
3. Tax Ruling  ............................... L ........156 .......Dowling
4. Red Letter Day  ........................ L ........156 .......Dalton 
5. Pierrot Lunaire  ........................ L ........156 .......Miller 
6. Best Attack  .............................. L ........156 .......Petty
7. Sweet Shani (NZ)  .................... L ........150 .......Aizpuru 
8. Swagger Stick  ......................... L ........156 .......Young 
PU. Arcadius  ............................... L ........156 .......Walsh 
PU. Sermon Of Love  ................... L ........156 .......Mackenzie
PU. Three Carat  ........................... L ........156 .......Hodsdon
PU. Triple Dip  .............................. L ........156 .......Boucher
Margin: 3 3/4. Time: 5:39 4/5. O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 7, Pistolet Bleu (Ire)-Annie Cares (Ire), Be My Native. 
Bred by William Treacy (Ire).

6th. $50,000. 3YO hurdle stakes. 2 1/8 miles. The Gladstone. 
1. Hope For Us All  ....................... L ........150 .......Dowling 
2. Class Century  .....................................150 .......Dalton
3. Farndale  .................................. L ........150 .......Geraghty 
4. Jogja  ....................................... L ........150 .......Petty 
5. Fleeting Thunder  ..................... L ........150 .......Walsh 
PU. Class Classic  ...................................150 .......Boucher 
PU. Lion’s Double  ....................... L ........150 .......Aizpuru
PU. Parker’s Project  .................... L ........150 .......Hodsdon 
PU. Preachers Pulpit  ................... L ........150 .......Mackenzie
PU. Ptarmigan  ............................. L ........144 .......Young
Margin: 1 1/4. Time: 4:33 4/5. O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 3, Royal Anthem-Great Red Hope, Red Ransom. 
Bred by Robert Anderson (Ky).

Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17

FAR HILLS, N.J. – It takes a lot 
for Tom Voss to compare any horse to 
Mickey Free. The stakes-winning home-
bred who served as the stable pony for 
years holds hallowed ground for the 
trainer.

Consider Left Unsaid the protege.
“He’s such a kind, sweet horse, lovely 

eye, he’s like a Mickey Free,” Voss said. 
“You almost hate to run that kind.”

Except that Left Unsaid, like Mickey 
Free, can really run.

Left Unsaid, owned by the Fields Sta-
ble, had just completed his 11th mile of 
jumping in 2009 – and had put himself 
squarely at the top of the novice divi-
sion with $137,700. 

The total, accomplished in six starts, 
made him the season’s overall leader for 
about 54 minutes, until Your Sum Man 
picked up $150,000 for winning the 
Grand National.

Yes, there’s parity at the top.
The first-year son of Dynaformer won 

for the third time in six tries, dominat-
ing the Foxbrook Champion Hurdle. 

Ross Geraghty parked the 4-year-old 
neatly in fourth behind expected front-
runner Tricky Me, who had bested 
Left Unsaid in their previous meeting 
at Monmouth Park. At the third fence, 
Saratoga winner You The Man fell 
while running just off of Terpsichorean 
and Left Unsaid.

Outsider Class Crash (Dalton) roared 
past Tricky Me (Dowling) but Left Un-
said reeled him in coming up the hill, 
weathered an untidy last fence, but drew 
off to win by 4 lengths. Class Crash, 
with just one maiden win through dis-
qualification to his credit, ran hard to 
finish second. Tricky Me hung on for 
third. Saratoga winner Terpsichorean 
never threatened in fourth. Left Unsaid 
finished the 2 1/2 miles in 5:26.94.

Purchased out of co-breeder Bobby 
Frankel’s barn last year, Left Unsaid 
won his debut at Strawberry Hill (at Co-
lonial Downs) in April, suffered a rough 
trip at Penn National when fourth. He 
took Saratoga by storm, finishing sec-
ond in the Jonathan Kiser, winning the 

M.G. Walsh and even finishing third on 
the flat late in the meet. At Monmouth, 
he tried to run down Tricky Me but 
failed to lasso the front-runner.

Voss didn’t know what to expect from 
Left Unsaid at Far Hills, the horse’s first 
start away from the flat track setting 
and first start in soft ground.

“You never know, he never ran on 
this ground and he never ran at a hunt 
meet, these kind of gallopers sometimes 
are better at a hunt meet,” Voss said. 
“He’s a good horse everywhere. That 
flat race might have knocked him out 
a little for Monmouth, running three 
times at Saratoga, but he’s come back, 
the cool weather kind of picked him 
back up, he’s jumping much better, he’s 
quicker.”

Aboard for the second time, Ger-
aghty was impressed. 

“He’s a good horse, he was a little 

flat at Monmouth but he’s in good form 
today,” said the jockey who completed 
a stakes double with Your Sum Man. 
“Both horses were the same, I rode them 
the exact same way, they jumped fence 
to fence and arrived there full of run, 
missed the last on both of them but still 
had loads left after the last. They han-
dled the ground really well, they loved 
it, but that’s not to say they wouldn’t 
have gone on better ground. They both 
have a touch of class, you can’t argue 
with that.”

Voss purchased two-time winner 
Ground Frost from Frankel and recently 
added Hidden Trail from his friend.

 “Those Frankel horses, they come, 
they’re so well taken care of, we just 
bought one from him, he’s like an old 
hunter, you have to wake him up,” Voss 
said. “This horse has done a lot for the 
year.”

Tod Marks
Left Unsaid (left) matches leaps with Terpsichorean early in the Foxbrook.

Big Talker
Novice Left Unsaid steps, speaks up
on way to third win of 2009 season

By SEan clancy The fOxBROOk NOvice 

Tod Marks
Betty and Laddie Merck
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Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17

FAR HILLS, N.J. – Galloping out af-
ter winning the Appleton Stakes, Xavier 
Aizpuru pumped his fist like a man in 
need of the thrill of victory.

It had been awhile.
Aizpuru steered Dictina’s Boy home in 

the $50,000 Appleton, the jockey’s first 
win since Saratoga Open House nearly 
three months earlier. Dictina’s Boy had a 
little to do with the feeling too.

“He was electric, I haven’t had that 
much fun on a horse since Paradise’s 
Boss,” Aizpuru said.

Owned by Riverdee Stable and Tom 
Miscannon, the 7-year-old jumped su-
perbly while settling seventh early and 
fourth of 12 with a circuit to go. Enter-
ing the backstretch the final time, Nat 
Grew roared to the front while taking 
over from Sunshine Numbers and It’s 
My Choice. Dictina’s Boy waited until 
the second-last fence to counter that 
move, flying from fifth to second with 
a huge leap and setting after the leader 
on the turn.

“I tried to keep him comfortable the 
whole way and because he jumped so 
well it made my job so much easier,” 
said Aizpuru. “When he flew by those 
three in the air, I could honestly feel 
him (get confident), then we had one to 
shoot at and I knew we had him beat 
but it was just a question of whether 
somebody was coming with a wet sail 
behind us.”

The sails were dry and Dictina’s 
Boy was home free. The son of With 
Approval won by 7 1/4 lengths while 
easing up at the end. Torlundy (Paddy 
Young), making just his second career 
start, rallied for second with Nat Grew 
(Jody Petty) third.

A debut maiden winner last year at 
Callaway Gardens, Dictina’s Boy started 
2009 with a narrow loss to The Price Of 
Love in a novice stakes at Atlanta. The 
promising year went wrong when he 

high voltage
Aizpuru, Dictina’s Boy fly home

AppleTON sTAkesBy jOE clancy

Tod Marks
Dictina’s Boy zips the last in the Appleton, one of trainer Tom Voss’ three wins on the day.See appleton page 19 
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ducked off course at Radnor and finished a dull sixth 
at Philadelphia Park.

Trainer Tom Voss gave Dictina’s Boy an extended 
summer break – thanks in part to issues with heat ex-
haustion – and pointed for Far Hills. Voss took the 
horse off Lasix, let him win a warm-up act on the flat 
at Virginia Fall, and then debated about the $100,000 
Foxbrook Novice (which Voss won with Left Unsaid) 
or the $50,000 Appleton. 

Remade into a rich starter allowance, the Appleton 

mixed experienced campaigners Four Schools and Slip 
Away with a host of neophyte one-time winners. 

Dictina’s Boy spoke – loudly – for the novices.
“He’s a nice horse, he’s always been a nice horse,” 

said Voss. “We took him off the Lasix; sometimes you 
start to ask how much Lasix do these horses really 
need. It’s hard to say you’re going to take them off. 
We never scoped him after the flat race but he never 
showed any signs of anything. Today was a nice cool 
day for him, which had to help.”

Dictina’s Boy won three races on the flat with train-
er Dave Carroll, and was purchased by Riverdee’s 
Sean Clancy in April 2008. 

Racing fan Miscannon – who lives in Florida and 
is well on his way to setting some sort of record for 

race courses visited – came in as a partner. Dictina’s 
Boy made flat starts at Saratoga and Delaware Park 
that summer before switching to jumps with the Cal-
laway win. 

Voss likes his horse’s stride and his constitution.
“He’s got great scope – he just pulls the fences to 

himself, just sucks the fence in,” said the trainer. “I 
wasn’t worried about the break (at neighbor Poppett 
Pitts’ farm) because he’s not the kind of horse who 
gets fat if you give him time. You don’t have to worry 
about getting that weight off him like you do with 
some other horses. He gets fit in two weeks – he’s al-
ways kind of half-fit.”

Additional reporting by Sean Clancy.

Appleton –
 Continued from page 18

3
Sean Clancy 
Bloodstock
seanclancybloodstock.com

sean@st-publishing.com 

302-545-7713

Winners 
at Far Hills

Dictina’s Boy 
in the Appleton

Left Unsaid 
in the Foxbrook 

Hope For Us All 
in the Gladstone
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Page 30. Third 
race down. 38th on the fall schedule.

When Far Hills and the NSA decided 
to replace the New Jersey Hunt Cup, 
the long-standing timber stakes, with 
the Harry E. Harris, a $50,000 maiden 
hurdle, every trainer with a promising 
maiden circled the race in their condi-
tion books.

Fourteen entered the 2 1/8-miler. 
They were as good as they get in stee-
plechasing and pretty stellar in the flat 
world as well. Earners of more than 
$1.5 million on the flat and competitors 
in such stakes as the Kentucky Derby, 
Belmont Stakes, Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, 
Irish Derby, Manhattan, Virginia Derby 
and Dubai Sheema Classic made the 
race look like a feature at Keeneland.

The most accomplished on the flat 
– Steppenwolfer, Best Alibi and Old 
Man Buck – failed to threaten as Gil 
Johnston’s Ambersham reeled in first-
time starter Here Comes Art (Bernie 
Dalton) after the last fence to win by 3 
lengths for trainer Jack Fisher. Virginia 
Minstrel (Chip Miller) loomed coming 
up the hill but had to settle for third. 
Ambersham (Willie Dowling) finished 
in 4:26.13.

The 4-year-old son of Dynaformer 
picked off a maiden turf win on the flat 
for Fisher at Colonial Downs in June. 
The trainer ran him back in a Dela-
ware Park allowance and then entered 
the bay gelding over jumps at Saratoga 
Open House but decided to wait until 

fall. He ran on the flat at Delaware and 
then made his jump debut 11 days later, 
finishing third at Monmouth.

All a plan.
“I thought he’d win another race on 

the flat and I wanted to get that out of 
the way first. That’s why he didn’t run 
over jumps until Monmouth. I didn’t 
want to run at Saratoga anyway so we 
scratched at the Open House,” Fisher 
said. “I started aiming for this when 
the condition book came out. We went 
to Monmouth, but this was the one we 
wanted. He kind of just had a run at 
Monmouth and it helped him here.”

Johnston purchased Ambersham 
at the OBS March 2-year-old in train-
ing sale for $240,000. Sent to Michael 
Matz, the Kentucky-bred failed to hit 
the board in three starts in Florida in 
the winter of 2007-08. A bowed tendon 
forced him to the sidelines and another 
career.

Ambersham handled soft turf in his 
Colonial win, Fisher hoped for the best 
at Far Hills.

“He doesn’t relax so I wasn’t sure 
he’d like it, but the Dynaformer angle 
would make you think he would,” Fish-
er said. “If there’s a question, I tell jock-
eys to pull them up if they’re not going 
well. We can play another day so there 
was no real pressure to make something 
happen today. He obviously handled it 
fine, though.”

Amber Alert
Dynaformer 4-year-old rallies
late to capture rich maiden hurdle

By SEan clancy

Expanded Coverage
Saturday, October 17

hARRY hARRis MAiDeN

Tod Marks
Ambersham (left) collars Here Comes Art after the last fence in the maiden hurdle.

See maiden page 21 

Horses of Racing Age from 
Overbrook Farm, WinStar Farm, 

Shadwell Farm and more

Keeneland November  
Breeding Stock Sale,
Beginning Tuesday, 

November 10

keeneland.com
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Dowling didn’t come to Far Hills 
thinking about another day. He’s liked 
the horse all year.

“We knew he was our best maiden 
in the barn when we started galloping 
this spring with some better horses. 
There aren’t many horses that can take 
Swagger Stick off the bridle up the gal-
lop and he did, and that was with Jack 
riding him giving me a couple of stone,” 
Dowling said. “He was to get a good 
experience at Monmouth, if you could 
win, win but make sure you get a good 
education. To come here that’s what 
you need, you need a horse with at least 
one run.”

In an oddly run race at Monmouth, 
Ambersham managed to stay out of 
trouble and finish a decent third, 2 3/4 
lengths behind debut winner Easy Red 

and Far Hills fourth-place finisher Stra-
tegic Vission.

At Far Hills, it came down to who 
handled the soft ground. Of the touted 
maidens, Best Alibi led early but fad-
ed and pulled up. Old Man Buck ran 
evenly to finish fifth. First-time starter 
Steppenwolfer lagged early, and made a 
mild run before flattening out to finish 
sixth. The ground took its toll on all but 
Ambersham.

“I don’t know if he really liked the 
soft ground, but it helped him relax, he 
handled it, I think he’s better in good 
ground,” Dowling said. “I thought 
because he’s such a free horse that he 
wouldn’t get home in this but he did 
today, he’s got a free gallop, he’s a re-
ally good mover. He was pretty settled, 
he took me along nicely and at least he 
backs off a bit at the hurdles. I’m glad 
he won because we did think he was a 
nice horse.”

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Maiden –
 Continued from page 20

Expanded Coverage
Saturday, October 17

Get Results
www.rjhracing.com

Thanks Gil Johnston, Arcadia Stable, 
Jack Fisher, everyone at the barn. . .

And a special get well to Shirt. We miss you.

– Willie

For Sale: Blues Approval 
6-year-old, Virginia-bred mare by With Approval (sire of Appleton Stakes 

winner Dictina’s Boy and stakes-placed Jellyberry)

Three wins going long, including two on the turf.
Sound, athletic, excellent mover and jumper.

Low mileage. Reasonably priced.

Call Pat Nuesch at 434-882-1418

AMERICAN STEEPLECHASING
A tradition so bold and stirring, so picturesque 

and so beautiful that it captures your heart forever. 
Thankfully remembered in perpetuity at 

The National Steeplechase Museum 
in Camden, South Carolina.

Come visit during Colonial Cup Weekend!

National Steeplechase Museum
at Springdale Race Course, 200 Knight’s Hill Road

Box 2424, Camden, SC 29020
803-432-6513.  Fax 803-432-4062.
nationalsteeplechasemuseum.org

Become a member today!

The National Steeplechase Museum 
and

The Fine Arts Center of Kershaw County
invite you to

THE FROGMORE FROLIC, 
A Low Country Boil

with Music By Wooden Ships

Opening the Exhibits
More about Marion 

(additional perspectives of Marion du Pont Scott)

Travels with Thigpen
(a poster show honoring the late John Thigpen)

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
6:30 p.m. at the Museum. Casual.

Enjoy delicious Frogmore Stew and cool drinks. Cash bar.
$25 adults. $12.50 students.

Call 803-432-6513 for tickets.
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Jonathan Shep-
pard skipped Far Hills to saddle Just As 
Well in the Grade I Canadian Interna-
tional at Woodbine because he didn’t 
want to be known as the owner AND 
trainer who didn’t show up for a $2 mil-
lion race.

Sheppard missed quite a show in the 
opener as his Confined (Robbie Walsh) 
ran off with the $50,000 Peapack-
Guelph Stakes for fillies and mares 
Oct. 17. Owned by Sherry Fenwick, the 
5-year-old mare raced in first or second 
throughout, got first run on Dynaskill 
(Jody Petty) into the stretch and won 
by 5 lengths. Jellyberry (Paddy Young) 
finished a half-length back in third after 
taking a brief lead.

Fenwick stood in for the trainer, and 
thought of a long relationship. 

“When I worked for Jonathan, I 
loved working with the steeplechasers, 
being able to ride, being a part of this 
community,” she said. “I had the great 
fortune to be part of that years ago and 
I have the great fortune now to be able 
to have a horse with him.”

A Sheppard employee (mainly in 
Camden, S.C.) for five years, Fenwick 
became an owner via Karen Dempsey, 
whose husband Warren bred Confined 
in partnership with Sheppard. The 
daughter of Mojave Moon and Shep-
pard’s mare Maternity Leave improved 
to 3-for-13 lifetime and pushed her ca-

reer earnings past $74,000.
Confined started her career on the 

flat, winning a 12-furlong maiden at 
Kentucky Downs in 2007, and moved 
to jumps with an easy win at rainy Sha-
wan Downs in September 2008. She 
placed third in last year’s Peapack and 
closed her season with a fourth at Cal-
laway Gardens. 

Third behind Dynaskill and Moon 
Dolly on soft turf at Nashville this 
spring, Confined went back to the flat 
for two starts at Presque Isle Downs 
this summer. Happy to be back in stee-
plechase company, she finished second 
to Jellyberry on the flat at Monmouth 
Sept. 26. 

Confined broke on top but yielded to 
a strong Complete Ray after four fences. 

Walsh kept 
his mare 
covered up 
despite the 
slow pace, 
and navigat-
ed through 
spots of soft 
turf. Jelly-
berry made 
the first bid 
and took 
a slim lead 
on the final 
turn. Con-
fined struck 

on the uphill run to the final fence.
“She met the rising ground and it’s 

just that bit drier, better ground,” Walsh 
said. “I thought I was stopping but no-
body was coming by me and Paddy was 
stopping in front of me. I sat for a few 
strides just to give her a breather and 
give her confidence, the last was a little 
long for that ground but it was like I 
had to; in this ground, it’s fly or die.”

Confined flew. Her owner smiled.
“She’s great, I couldn’t be happier,” 

she said. “It’s so much fun having a 
horse with Jonathan. I’m small-time 
in his operation so we only talk once a 
month or so but I enjoy talking to him 
about horses. I leave the decisions up to 
him.”

Additional reporting by Sean Clancy.

Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17
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free at last
Confined flies in filly/mare stakes

peApAck-guelph sTAkesBy jOE clancy

Tod Marks
Confined flies the last ahead of Dynaskill in the filly/mare stakes at Far Hills.

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Sherry Fenwick

Thank you Jonathan, Sherry 
and especially Confined 

for the stakes win at Far Hills.

– Robbie
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Tom Voss won 
three at Far Hills. And lost ground in 
the trainers’ standings.

Jack Fisher tallied his fourth win of the 
day (and second at Far Hills) when Arca-
dia Stable’s Hope For Us All wore down 
Class Century and wore out his other ri-
vals in the $50,000 Gladstone, the richest 
3-year-old stakes of the year. Four on the 
day made for a three-race lead.

Fisher was doing the math.
“We won four on the day. Take that, 

Tom Voss,” 
Fisher joked. 
“He only won 
three, even if 
he made more 
money. You re-
ally want to 
know what’s in 
my barn? I have 
the two timber 
horses that ran 
at Genesee and 

Mark The Shark,  and Seer, plus every-
thing that ran today. My guns are get-
ting empty. I think Tom has a lot more 
horses than I do.”

He doesn’t have Hope For Us All.
Purchased out of Mike Stidham’s sta-

ble this summer, Hope For Us All made 
his jump debut at Virginia Fall, taking 
it all in from the back of the field and 
galloping in for fifth money and an edu-
cation.

Two weeks later, the education paid 
off. Willie Dowling broke the son of 
Royal Anthem near the back of the 10-
horse field but gradually succumbed 
to Hope For Us All’s enthusiasm for 
the task at hand. They swept past ev-
erybody to win by 1 1/4 lengths over 
Class Century (Dalton) and newcomer 
Farndale (Geraghty), trained by Voss. 
Hope For Us All completed 2 1/8 miles 
in 4:33.72.

With 10 prior starts (one over jumps 
and nine on the flat), Hope For Us All 

entered with the most experience and 
he left with the 3-year-old title all but 
clinched.

“I thought he was all right. He did 
everything right and didn’t have to try 
that hard at Middleburg,” Fisher said. 
“You never know what you’ll run into 
in this race here, so you’ve got to be 
ready to run.”

Dowling, who doubled on the Far 
Hills card for the second consecutive 

year, was impressed.
“He’s strong, I think he’ll learn to 

relax. He’s got his jumping together, he 
used to gallop through one at home, but 
Jack has educated these horses in their 
first run,” Fisher said. “He’s been nice at 
home, for a 3-year-old, he’s been much 
more forward than our other 3-year-
old. He’s well made, he’s a nice horse.”

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

high hopes
3YO pushes Fisher to fourth win

By SEan clancy glADsTONe sTAkes

Tod Marks
Hope For Us All (left) charges past Class Century in the Gladstone.

Presenting the
Steeplechase Times

2009 Holiday Gift Mart
Reach equine gift buyers in a special section in our 

November and December editions. Ads will be part of a 
designated section in the newspapers in FULL COLOR.

The Holiday Gift Mart is a great place to promote 
equine gifts, art, apparel, books, travel, anything!

Holiday Gift Mart Ad Rates
 1/2 Page  ..........$500
 1/4 Page .............250
 1/8 Page .............175
 1/16 Page ...........100

Deadline for space reservations: November 2
Contact Kathy Rubin

kathyrubin@st-publishing.com or (203) 650 6815

Jack Fisher

Thanks to my owners for buying the horses, 
to my help for doing the work 

and to Far Hills and International Gold Cup 
for putting on the show. Take that, Tom Voss.

– Kingfisher Farm4
Flying Your Way!

Based in Wilmington, Delaware
• 7 passenger freshly refurbished Citation jet
• Aviation Research Group “Gold” rating
• Flight Safety Gold pilots
• We own and operate our jet
Contact us at 1-866-FLY-JETUS Air Carrier Certificate JU4A765K

www.flyjetus.com
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FAR HILLS, N.J. – Morten Buskop, 
in his Cheltenham Racecourse hat, stood 
watch at the corner of the holding pad-
dock. Joe Clancy checked tattoos, Tom 
Voss and Jack Fisher bantered, four of 
Jonathan Sheppard’s Grand National 
runners marched into the square and 
Buskop watched. Part nerves, part ex-
citement. 

It was finally show time.
The owner’s journey from Denmark 

was about to play out. General Ledger, 
a 7-year-old son of Champion Hurdle 
winner Alderbrook, walked placidly 
around the square. He added interna-
tional flare to a field which included a 
New Zealand-bred, another Irish-bred, 
four who campaigned in England and 
some good old-fashioned American 
homebreds.

“It’s a chance we 
wanted to take, we’ve 
traveled far. Everything 
has gone well so far, 
now it’s up to the jock 
and the horse,” Buskop 
said, moments before 
the dozen runners for 

the Grand National began their walk to 
immortality. “I bought this horse for this 
race; soft ground, 2 miles five eighths, 
you need a jumper, not an English chas-
er but more than a hurdler. Whether we 
succeed or not, we’ll find out.”

His confidence was palpable.
Originally purchased out of the Tat-

tersalls Ireland National Hunt Sale, 
General Ledger won a bumper in his 
second start before hitting the board 
four times for owner Graham Wylie 
and trainer Howard Johnson. Switched 

from hurdling to chasing, General Led-
ger tailed off in his final three starts for 
Johnson. Buskop purchased the half-
brother to top chaser Harbour Pilot (he 
finished third behind Best Mate in two 
Cheltenham Gold Cups) and began a 
steeplechase odyssey to Sweden, Nor-
way, France and then America. Buskop 
bases his small string in Denmark.

“It’s been a long journey, but we’ve 
been well taken care of by Matt Haugh 
of IRT, everybody at Far Hills,” Buskop 
said. “It’s gone well.”

It nearly went perfectly. General Led-
ger pressured pacesetter Red Letter Day 
throughout the 2 5/8-mile stakes and 
then battled with Your Sum Man, even-
tually finishing second, 9 lengths clear 
of Tax Ruling.

After the race, Buskop met his newly 
formed fan club, led by international 
steeplechase guru Richard Hutchinson, 
and saluted his big horse.

“Howard Johnson keeps 160 horses, 
he’s not a horse that suits a big yard like 
that,” Buskop said. “He won his bum-
per and they said he was a Gold Cup 
horse, I do everything myself with this 
horse, conditioning, conditioning. He’s 
not a horse that can be in a big yard, 
he’s a superstar.”

Hutchinson, who has seen all the su-
perstars from Best Mate to Lonesome 
Glory, showed his respect for the chal-
lenge.

“And you brought him all the way to 
the United States of America . . .”

Buskop finished it.
“ . . . And I nearly won it. I can’t be-

lieve it. Is this a dream? He jumped for 
fun. I’m so proud of him.”

Tod Marks
General Ledger made a long trip worth it by finishing second in the Grand National.

great Trip
General Ledger nearly steals Gr. I

By SEan clancy

Expanded Racing Coverage
Saturday, October 17

geNeRAl leDgeR

Morten Buskop

Thank You
Far Hills Race Committee, 
my help and my owners. 

And a special thanks to Garrett Murray 
for selecting Your Sum Man, 

winner of the
Grade I Grand National.

– Tom Voss –
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Saturday, October 17

Six races, a half-million (plus) in purses, tens of 
thousands of tailgaters, an army of volunteers and all 
the trimmings.

Far Hills is many things to many people. Locally, 
the race meet is a rite of autumn and a key fundraiser 
for the Somserset Medical Center. The races take a day 
to occur, a year to produce. By the finish, the event and 
its organizers cover more bases than Ryan Howard. 

• People: Far Hills crawls with volunteers who 
take care of details from the barn area to program 
sales to parking plans. They participate because of 
the race meet’s contributions to the Somerset Medical 
Center. 

“We take a lot of pride in it and our volunteers are 
a big key to the success,” said Guy Torsilieri, the race 
co-chair. “It’s amazing how good they are and how 
happy they are to do the work and put it into a good 
cause.”

In a relationship that spans decades, the races have 
contributed upwards of $17 million to the hospital.

“Every volunteer gets to say ‘I helped do that’ and 
that’s a great strength,” Torsilieri said. 

• Race Course: Rainy season usually hits the New 
Jersey countryside about the same time every year – 
race week at Far Hills. The weather was no different 
this year, leaving  the parking areas, entrances, exits 
and footpaths soupy, sloppy and slippery. 

The race course? Not so much.
The course was soft, but it held together and provid-

ed a fair surface. Horses got tired. Some liked it. Some 
hated it. But the course was as good as it could be.

“Right now, for America, we’d call it soft to heavy,” 
said Robbie Walsh after winning the first aboard Con-
fined. “For home in Ireland, it would just be soft. 
We’ve ridden here when it’s softer. Iroquois this spring 
was softer, Shawan last year was softer, (Far Hills) 
three or four years ago was softer.”

Torsilieri paid credit to a new course maintenance 
plan that improved drainage. The program involves 
adding a substance to the turf. Sand but not sand, the 
stuff gets spread like fertilizer or grass seed and gets 
worked into the soil with a disc harrow. Eventually, 
the substance creates spaces in the soil – allowing wa-
ter to work through. About halfway through a 10-year 
plan, Far Hills likes the results.

Numerous meets have top-dressed race courses 
with sand to improve drainage, but Far Hills took the 
solution another step – having a quarry sieve sand to a 
specific size. The result was no standing water on the 
course, a problem in past years, and a more consistent 
turf structure.

“All the particles are the same size and adding it to 
the soil leaves voids so the water percolates down,” 
Torsilieri said. “Regular sand particles are all different 
sizes and it can bind up the soil. This product works 
better. For as much water as we got this year, the 
course stayed in great shape.”

• Television: The Universal Sports channel creat-
ed a five-hour show around Far Hills and the Interna-
tional Gold Cup, newly named the U.S. Steeplechase 
Championships. 

The program showed races from both locations and 
came with the assorted details – cameras, crews, tim-
ing, satellite links. Torsilieri said the relationship with 
Universal Sports includes a three-year verbal contract 
and accomplished its goal of showcasing the sport and 
creating a television event.

With a $200,000 pricetag, the TV commitment 
does not come cheaply. The two meets and private do-
nations covered the 2009 show, but the future will call 
for outside funding.

Pari-mutuel wagering didn’t happen in 2009, due 
to issues raised by the New Jersey Racing Commission 
days before the races.

“We need to increase revenue to pay for this, either 
through sponsorships, pari-mutuel or other revenue 
streams,” said Torsilieri. “We’ve shown we can do it. 
Now we’ve got to go out and sell it. We have to make 
it work.”

Details,
Details

Tod Marks
Keeping the people in line – and waiting to cross the track – is just one job at Far Hills.

Activity keeps NSA’s
biggest meet moving

By jOE clancy

Tod Marks
Guy Torsilieri, Far Hills co-chair and NSA president.

Congratulations to 
‘Your Sum Man’ 

and ‘General Ledger’.
IRT would like to congratulate the connections of 
2009 Grand National winner Your Sum Man and  
the 2nd placed General Ledger.

To find out how IRT can help in the transport of your 
horse, call our US office or visit www.irt.com today.

IRT North America:  Chicago: Tel +1 630 513 0312  LA: Tel +1 310 306 0262  Miami: Tel +1 305 444 8184

IRT167 AD Steeplechase Oct09_FA21   1 28/10/09   6:52:15 AM
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Pari-mutuel wagering on the Far 
Hills Races never left the starting gate 
due to issues raised by the New Jersey 
Racing Commission in the days leading 
up to the Oct. 17 meet.

The commission cited violations of 
state and federal wagering laws when 
it threatened legal action against the 
National Steeplechase Association, 
prompting Canada’s Woodbine Enter-
tainment Group to scrap plans to be the 
wagering hub. 

“To accept wagering on races that 
originate in New Jersey, the host site 
needs to have a permit issued by the rac-
ing commission,” said Frank Zanzuc-
cki, the commission’s executive director. 
“They did not have a permit, they did 
not apply for a permit and according to 
state law only permitted racetracks can 
offer simulcasting and intertrack wager-
ing.”

NSA chief executive officer Lou Raf-
fetto did not see it that way.

“Everything in state law speaks to 
permanent licenses and (the commis-
sion) has no jurisdiction over the NSA 
or Far Hills or a foreign entity that 

would make pools,” he said. “They felt 
it was in violation of state statute and 
the Interstate Horse Racing Act. My po-
sition is, it’s not necessarily the case.”

For its part, Woodbine entered into 
an agreement thinking there would be 
no legal issues and backed away once 
the potential problems came to light.

“We were being a service provider 
and we thought it would be an inter-
esting opportunity since it had never 
happened before,” said Jane Holmes, 
the track’s vice president of corporate 
affairs. “We were made aware of some 
regulatory issues in New Jersey and 
we’re not going to get involved with 
regulatory issues in another jurisdiction. 
Our assumption, when we started into 
it, was the NSA was the racing commis-
sion, but that’s not our call.”

The historic attempt at off-site pari-
mutuel wagering at an NSA meet took 
the following steps:

• The NSA reached an agreement 
with Woodbine, where the Canadian 
racetrack would host pari-mutuel pools 
on the races at Far Hills. According to 
an NSA press release dated Oct. 8, bet-
ting was scheduled to take place in Can-

ada and Europe. The release announced 
wagering in Germany, England and Ire-
land and foreign television coverage via 
the horse racing channel At The Races 
and Satellite Information Services.

• The New Jersey Racing Commis-
sion learned of the plans Oct. 13 and 
contacted the NSA about concerns with 
regard to state pari-mutuel law and the 
federal Interstate Horse Racing Act.

• Raffetto met with commission offi-
cials Oct. 15 and expressed his opinion 
that the plan did not violate any laws 
– citing the NSA’s jurisdiction over the 
racing at Far Hills and making the point 
that the pools were being hubbed out-

side of the United States. Raffetto said 
he pursued a scaled back version of the 
plan where betting would only be of-
fered outside the United States.

• On Oct. 16, the racing commission 
sent a letter to Woodbine and other rac-
ing jurisdictions stating the opinion and 
warned of potential legal action. 

• Woodbine opted to not host the 
pools and no wagering occurred through 
any of the planned vehicles.

NSA attorney Alan Foreman said the 
racing commission’s letter stopped the 
plan.

Tod Marks
The action at Far Hills was supposed to include off-site pari-mutuel wagering.

shut Out
Far Hills wagering canceled late
due to issues raised by commission

By jOE clancy

See betting page 27 

GO WITH A WINNER
Steeplechase superstar 
McDynamo

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net
610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and a collection of flat winners 
at some of the country’s top racetracks. 

J

Tod Marks
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“In the face of that letter, it would 
have been irresponsible to move for-
ward,” he said. “My advice was to not 
proceed under those circumstances. We 
responded with an excess of caution 
and we opted to not proceed forward 
until the concerns of the regulators are 
addressed. The intent was in the best in-
terests of steeplechase racing.”

Up until raceday, the racing at Far 
Hills progressed like that of a pari-mu-
tuel track. The meet ordered color-cod-
ed saddletowels. Entries posted online 
included morning-line odds. Woodbine 
and account wagering platforms (Twin 
Spires, Youbet and XpressBet among 
them) listed Far Hills on their schedules 
as did At The Races. American-based 
racing channel HRTV announced  plans 
to televise Far Hills and interviewed  
Raffetto days before the races. 

No official announcement was made 
canceling the betting, but patrons who 
tried to bet Saturday were told wager-
ing was no longer available.

Raffetto called the late notice a “dev-
astating blow in terms of credibility and 
visibility for steeplechasing” even if it 
did not have a significant financial im-
pact. He felt the compromise plan of no 
betting in the United States would have 
satisfied any legal concerns.

“We are arguably the racing commis-
sion for steeplechase racing and federal 
law speaks to the racing commission in 
the state where the racing takes place,” 
Raffetto said. “The (New Jersey) commis-
sion has no jurisdiction over Far Hills.”

The commission agrees, to a point. 
New Jersey never got involved in the 
racing at Far Hills until pari-mutuel 
wagering became part of the discus-
sion. Far Hills and the NSA have dis-
cussed wagering with the commission 
for a few years, Zanzuccki said, and 
were told that the laws would need to 
be changed. 

“They thought that by not having 
wagering on site and by contracting with 
a company outside the United States to 
create a common pool that made them 
exempt from New Jersey law and feder-
al law,” Zanzuccki said. “We obviously 
have a different viewpoint. We told 
them that if they went forward with it, 
we would pursue it with the court.”

Timing didn’t help, though the racing 
commission’s response would not have 
changed with more notice.

“Our position would have been the 
same, whether we found out (when they 
did) or months ago,” Zanzuccki said. 
“They could have always gone forward 
with it, and run the risk of losing the 

argument in the courts but they would 
have faced serious penalties if they were 
wrong. For their sake, we’re glad they 
didn’t pursue it.”

Going forward, options for the NSA 
include applying to the state for a pari-
mutuel license or using another track’s 
permit at an off-site location.

“Both would require legislation 
change,” Zanzuccki said. “We’ve had 
discussions about a way to go about 
getting approval to allow wagering on 
the event. That’s a long process. It in-
volves local referendum, things of that 
nature. It takes time. We also suggested 
they seek special legislation to operate 
on one day a year. They chose not to 
pursue those options.”

And the NSA’s planned option did 
not pass the racing commission’s view 
on pari-mutuel regulation. 

“It’s fair to say that if wagering is of-
fered it would be an event that would 
be regulated by the state racing com-
mission,” Zanzuccki said. “They could 
always challenge that if they’d like. If 
they believe the state racing commission 
or Interstate Horse Racing Act doesn’t 
apply, they could decide to try to find a 
way to challenge those.”

The Interstate Horse Racing Act per-
mits the transmission of wagers between 
states within a framework that includes 
the host track, the receiving track, the 
host horsemen’s group, the host racing 
commission and the receiving racing 
commission. The NSA does not include 
pari-mutuel wagering in its rules, but 
acts as a racing commission in many 
ways – licensing participants, training 
and appointing officials, conducting 
drug testing, writing rules. In cases of 
wagering on NSA races at pari-mutuel 
tracks (Saratoga, Philadelphia Park, 
Colonial Downs, etc.), the host state’s 
racing commission rules and licensing 
policies are followed. When Fair Hill 
hosts NSA races with pari-mutuel wa-
gering, the races are run under sanction 
of the Maryland Racing Commission. 

In the Far Hills case, Raffetto said 
the NSA would have been the racing 
commission and that the Canadian Pari-

Mutuel Authority would have provided 
the wagering rules. 

“I don’t expect to have to tell (the 
New Jersey Racing Commission) be-
cause they don’t have jurisdiction over 
us,” Raffetto said. 

Dennis Drazin, president of the New 
Jersey Thoroughbred Horsemen’s As-
sociation (which represents the state’s 
horsemen with regard to pari-mutuel 
racing at Monmouth Park, the Mead-
owlands and Atlantic City), understood 
the racing commission’s opinion.

“It sounds like it was stopped be-
cause people didn’t do what they were 
supposed to do, and knowing the racing 
commission I would think they feel a 
little slighted in this,” Drazin said. “The 
commission has some responsibility if 
racing with wagering is being conducted 
in New Jersey even if there is no wager-
ing on that racing in the state.”

Drazin did not feel his group would 
have needed to be involved other than 
“as a courtesy,” but did mention a po-
tential legal concern.

“From my perspective, I certainly 
wouldn’t want to have a precedent set 
where it was permitted to simulcast 
something out of the country without 
permission or some kind of payment,” 
he said. “I would be concerned if Cana-
da decided to take our races and not pay 
(horsemen) anything for the signal and 
have an arrangement with Europe or 
somewhere where horsemen wouldn’t 
get anything. I don’t think that was in-
tended, but I don’t think anyone gave a 
lot of thought to it.”

Kentucky attorney Doug McSwain 
called pari-mutuel wagering law a 
puzzle to decipher, but pointed to New 
Jersey’s concern as enough to stop the 

proposed betting.
“I don’t know if the safe position 

would be to try to go around the racing 
commission, it’s extremely dangerous,” 
said McSwain, a partner with Sturgill, 
Turner, Barker and Moloney, and gener-
al counsel for the National Horsemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective Association. 
“If New Jersey takes the position that 
it’s against the law, then it’s probably 
against the law. There are no implicit ex-
emptions one could safely rely on and it’s 
not a situation where you could look at 
it clearly and say it’s right or wrong. But 
any time you have a state racing commis-
sion that takes a position then that tips 
the balance in favor of it being illegal. 
Everybody was smart in stopping it.”

Raffetto is pursuing wagering as a 
way to expand the sport. A key criticism 
when jump racing occurs at racetracks 
is the lack of betting opportunities – 
and bettors invest less in an unfamiliar 
product. More betting opportunities 
would in theory expand the wagering 
handles in jump races at racetracks. In 
addition, the exposure through wager-
ing networks in the United States and 
abroad would mean extra attention for 
the sport while also creating another 
sponsor benefit to sell. Raffetto men-
tioned South Carolina and Tennessee, 
two states without racing commissions 
or racetracks, as possible steps for off-
site betting though he won’t pursue 
additional wagering opportunities in 
2009.

“It would have been great exposure 
for the sport, for Far Hills, for every-
one,” he said. “We’re going to work 
hard to get over the hurdle and figure 
out ways to do it. It’s one way to grow 
the sport.”

Betting –
 Continued from page 26

America’s Oldest Mail
Order Cigar Company,
Est 1915
P.O. Box 31274 
Tampa, FL 33631-3274
Fax: 813-882-4605

Dept. T8334   #951753

1-800-621-5692

Get your Powerhouse 15 Sampler now! 15 top-notch cigars for
$14.95 (#951753), and FREE shipping & handling. (All shipments to AK, HI, Guam, Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico must go priority mail - add an additional $10.00. Florida residents add 6%
sales tax + appropriate county tax). Remittance of any taxes on orders shipped to a location out-
side of Florida is the responsibility of the purchaser. In the event we are out of a Premium brand,
Thompson reserves the right to substitute another premium brand cigar, of equal or greater value.
All written orders MUST include your signature and date of birth. Limit one per customer.

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS • NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA

15 Premium Handmade Cigars

Save76%
Plus FREE Shipping

Just$1495

Using the same tobaccos and same 
manufacturers as those expensive 
up-market brands, the cigars in our
Thompson’s Premium 15 Sampler are 
carefully constructed, well-aged, handmade
cigars that could easily fetch $4 to $6
apiece. However, through our introductory
offer, this incredible collection is yours for
less than $1 a cigar! At Thompson, cigars
have been our passion for almost a century
so you can be sure that we know a couple
of things about good tobacco; we’re so sure
that you will love these cigars, that we’ll
even ship them to you for FREE! Fifteen
premium cigars for only $14.95 plus free
shipping; supplies are limited order today!
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Compare
at $63

Lou Raffetto

Sunday, November 1
PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP, Unionville, Pa.

Saturday, November 7
S’CHASE AT CALLAWAY, Pine Mountain, Ga.

MONTPELIER, Montpelier Station, Va.

 Saturday, November 21
COLONIAL CUP, Camden, S.C.

Saturday, November 28
PALM BEACH, Wellington, Fla.

2009 NSA Fall Schedule
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longtime steeplechase 
owner houghland dies at 93

Longtime steeplechase owner Calvin 
Houghland, a fixture at the Iroquois 
Steeplechase in Nashville, Tenn. since 
the beginning, died Oct. 27 afternoon 
at his Bright Hour Farm in Brentwood, 
Tenn. He was 93. Houghland owned 
numerous steeplechase greats including 
2009 Grade I winner Pierrot Lunaire.

Houghland rode in the first Iroquois 
Steeplechase in 1941 and won the third 
running in 1943. As an owner, he scored 
victories in 1958 and 1961 (with Local 
Run), 1964 (Hidden Chance) and, af-
ter many years of trying, 2002 with All 
Gong. 

The owner added another Iroquois 
crown this year when Pierrot Lunaire 
scored in the $150,000 Grade I steeple-
chase. In addition, Houghland served as 
the meet’s chairman for many years and 
spearheaded the steeplechase’s relation-
ship with the Vanderbilt University chil-
dren’s hospital.

All Gong won an Eclipse Award 
as Champion Steeplechaser in 2002. 
Houghland’s other stars include top 
mare Sweet Shani. Bruce Miller, Jona-
than Sheppard and Ted and Dabney 
Thompson trained most of the horses 
over the past several years. 

His 2009 earnings of $251,316 placed 
him third in the standings through Oct. 
31 and gave him more than $2.1 million 
in lifetime steeplechase earnings. Other 
runners through the years included The 

Hall Of Famer, Codicioso, Confidente, 
Gallant Turk, Mon Villez, Chivite and 
others.

Houghland lived at Bright Hour 
Farm in Brentwood, Tenn. near Nash-
ville and also owned the 45,000-acre 
Bright Hour Ranch in Florida. A com-
mercial cattle operation, citrus farm 
and game preserve, Bright Hour was 
recognized for Wildlife Protection  in 
Florida’s Ag Environmental Leadership 
Awards for 1995.

Born in Emporia, Kansas in 1916, 
Houghland, a member of First Pres-
byterian church of Nashville, attended 
Webb School, Battle Ground Academy, 
and Vanderbilt, Virginia and Harvard 
Universities. 

He served his country as a lieutenant 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II. 
In his youth, he earned his Eagle Scout 
ranking and later served as Boy Scout 
Master of Troop 48, a troop for blind 
children. 

Following his father, Houghland 
founded and operated Direct Oil and 
Fleet Transport. He was a director of 
Gasoline Marketers of America, Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute, Florida Petro-
leum Marketers and the Tennessee Oil 
Men’s Association.

He was named the 2005 recipient of 
the National Steeplechase Association’s 
Chairman’s Award, recognizing him as 
the person who had made the most sig-
nificant contribution to amateur steeple-
chase racing in the United States. 

He was inducted into the Tennessee 

Sports Hall of Fame in 2001 and the 
Iroquois Steeplechase Hall of Fame in 
2008.

Houghland served as chairman, di-
rector and board member of many 
corporations including the United Ten-
nessee Bankshares Corporation and 
Nashville City Bank. Other business 
endeavors included Key Investments, 
Inc. and his restaurant, Le Dome of the 
Four Seasons in Fort Lauderdale, Fla., 
which was awarded nine Mobile Five-
Star Awards.

He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann 
Pollard Houghland; children, Sara Jo 

Gill, John Mason Houghland II, Calvin 
Houghland Jr., and Adora Swanson; 
seven grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. His parents, John Mason 
Houghland and Sara Roark Houghland; 
his sister, Nancy Houghland Lampton, 
and Josephine Holtzclaw Houghland, 
his wife of 63 years and the mother of 
his children preceded him in death.

Funeral services were held Oct. 30 
with a private interment in Woodlawn 
Memorial Park in Nashville. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial contributions may be 
made to the United Way or Boy Scout 
Troop 1 in Nashville.

Tod Marks
Calvin Houghland (seated) celebrates his 2009 Iroquois Steeplechase win with Pierrot Lunaire.

 Steeplechase News

See Rachel Run –Again
And Zenyatta, 

and Summer Bird, 
and Mine That Bird, 

and Forever Together,
and Informed Decision,

and Better Talk Now
and all the other stars of 

Thoroughbred Racing 2009

Buy the 2010 
Thoroughbred Racing 

calendar 
through sT publishing

$16 plus shipping 

www.st-publishing.com
or 

1-800-777-RAce
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SSG® Technical
Style 8500  

Worn by Beezie Madden to victory 
during 2008 Olympics. Coolmax 

lycra back for fit, flexibility and 
moisture wicking during hot 

weather plus durable
aquasuede® palm.
Superior grip wet or dry.
Machine washable. 
Colors: Black & White

Sizes: 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Safety
Goggles
Style A6692 
For Active Sports. UV
100% protection. Racing,

Driving, Polo etc. Anti-Fog Lens. Black sponge lens support for
comfort and dust elimination. Thin adjustable elastic strap for
comfort in the helmet. 
Colors: Clear, Smoke, Yellow, Red Revo, Blue Revo

SSG® Digital™ 
Style 2100 with 

DigiGrip™ Square
Groove Technology 
Breathable, Comfortable, Durable,

Close Fit and Extra Grip. 
Two years in the testing 

“A new experience”
Nothing else 
compares.  

Colors: Black, White 
Sizes 6, 7, 7½, 8, 9, 10

See your local tack shop
or visit our web site for a dealer near you.

SSG GLOVES
P.O. Box 377, North Boston, N.Y. USA 14110

service@ssgridinggloves.com • www.ssgridinggloves.com
We do not sell directly to the public.

Gloves and
Goggles –
We have them all!
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................85 17 10 11 $309,243 .20 
Xavier Aizpuru ...................72 13 12 9 361,959 .18
Jody Petty .........................82 12 12 7 293,099 .15
Danielle Hodsdon ..............68 11 11 12 407,699 .16
Robbie Walsh ....................79 9 7 7 230,860 .11
Jacob Roberts ...................30 7 2 5 73,175 .23
Jeff Murphy .......................37 7 1 3 99,600 .19
Padge Whelan ...................38 6 10 5 138,250 .16
Bernie Dalton ....................43 6 7 4 248,445 .14
Willie Dowling ...................43 6 6 10 304,075 .14

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jack Fisher ........................93 20 15 16 $549,822 .22
Tom Voss ..........................87 18 21 8 732,013 .21
Jonathan Sheppard ...........91 14 12 16 540,221 .15
Sanna Hendriks .................32 7 7 2 155,531 .22
Janet Elliot ........................25 7 4 3 208,670 .24
Desmond Fogarty ..............36 7 1 5 231,675 .19
Doug Fout .........................70 6 6 7 189,568 .09
Richard Valentine ..............43 6 3 5 163,300 .14
Ricky Hendriks ..................22 6 2 3 63,200 .27 
Kathy McKenna .................44 4 1 8 49,995 .09

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
The Fields Stable ...............12 4 4 0 $292,000 .33
Irv Naylor ..........................57 8 2 7 258,025 .14
Calvin Houghland ..............34 4 8 5 251,316 .12
Bill Pape ............................28 7 1 5 214,745 .25
Sonny Via ..........................17 3 2 4 166,750 .18
Greg Hawkins ......................4 1 0 0 112,160 .25
Gil Johnston ......................24 5 0 6 107,325 .21
Randleston Farm ...............17 2 2 3 106,540 .12
Armata Stable .....................7 2 2 1 106,008 .29
Augustin Stable .................25 5 4 3 98,369 .20

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Your Sum Man (ire) ............1 1 0 0 $150,000 1.00
Left Unsaid ..........................6 3 2 0 137,700 .50
Mixed Up .............................7 3 1 1 124,495 .43
Red Letter Day ....................4 1 0 0 112,160 .25
Pierrot Lunaire ....................2 1 0 0 100,000 .50
Tax Ruling ...........................5 2 0 1 88,500 .40
Tricky Me ............................6 2 1 1 84,000 .33
Dynaski ...............................3 1 2 0 83,508 .33
Spy In The Sky ....................6 1 0 0 78,540 .17
Patriot’s Path .......................5 3 0 2 73,500 .60

Timber Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Patriot’s Path .......................5 3 0 2 $73,500 .60
Irish Prince (nz) ...................5 2 2 0 48,100 .40
Salmo ..................................2 1 0 0 47,000 .50
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 46,050 .33
Seeyouattheevent ................4 1 2 0 39,900 .25

Fillies/Mares (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Dynaskill .............................5 1 1 2 $44,000 .20
Moon Dolly (gb)...................5 1 3 0 37,100 .20
Confined ..............................2 1 0 1 35,000 .50

Novice Hurdle Horses (Money Won)
Started 2009 as maidens

 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Left Unsaid ..........................6 3 2 0 $137,700 .50
Tricky Me ............................6 2 1 1 84,000 .33
You The Man .......................5 2 0 0 64,250 .40

NsA standings
TOP 10 THROUGH OCTOBER 31
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Agador Spartacus Stable ...... Wendi Graham
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $433,257
Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $413,785
Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dark Equation ...................................... $15,036
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $366,631

Jimbo Stable ......................... Joe Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
Torino Luge ................................................... $0
............................................ $354,995
Needsahaircut Stable .............. Jack Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $39,900
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Teak........................................................ $2,100
............................................ $321,000
Don’t Know ........................... Jack McVey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
............................................ $319,195

Ramp Creek ....................Kathleen Morrow
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Tricky Me ............................................. $84,000
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Look At Him .................................................. $0
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $314,995
Mets Mania ........................ Brian Nadeau
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Confined ............................................... $35,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
............................................ $312,695
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Moon Dolly .......................................... $37,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Rubicon ................................................. $9,000
............................................ $312,657
Screaming Tabby Stables Wallace Greenhalgh
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $49,197
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Won Wild Bird ........................................ $2,500
............................................ $311,392
Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $304,057
PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $304,057

Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $302,595
SC Pipeline ......................... Sean Clancy
Left Unsaid ......................................... $137,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $39,900
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
Treasure Map ......................................... $2,700
............................................ $301,800
Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
............................................ $301,657
Young Racing .......................Leslie Young
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $301,157
Champagne Taste, Beer Money . Lisa McLane
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $300,657
Rainbow Star Stables ............Roxann Teller
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $297,657

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the Whip tavern

The Song Remains The Same
Everything has changed, absolutely nothing has changed. Wendi Graham and her Agador Sparta-
cus Stable walked through the mine field that was Far Hills and Great Meadow and came out on 
top – and better off. Graham picked up a Foxbrook win with Left Unsaid and used Jellyberry’s third 
in the Peapack to build her lead on Matt McCarron as we come into the homestretch. Graham leads 
McCarron by $19,772 and her October efforts garnered her a $50 gift certificate to ST Publishing 
or any advertiser. Others in the top five have an ST theme including all-star mechanic Dave Green 
of Fair Hill Auto, editor Joe Clancy’s Jimbo Stable and 13-year-old Jack Clancy’s Needsahaircut 
Stable (which could still get major production from Dictina’s Boy, Erin Go Bragh and Teak). The top 
30 are shown here. See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Beatrice Patterson, Susan W. Sensor, Laura T. Shull, Henry F. Stern, 
Adair B. Stifel, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, James H. Whitner IV

President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
Sam Slater

Honorary Chairman Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS
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...that the National Steeplechase 
Foundation funds the National 
Steeplechase Association drug testing program? 
The NSA’s official laboratory tests the winner of 
each race on the circuit, the first three finishers 
in major stakes, and other horses tabbed for 
testing by NSA stewards. In addition, the drug-
testing policy includes random pre-race tests 
for banned substances and testing for anabolic 
steroids. Despite the challenges of racing at 32 
individual stops on the circuit, the NSA has 
one of the most cutting-edge medication 
programs in Thoroughbred racing.

Did you 
know
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FRA’s Jumper Fantasy.......... Allan Newstadt
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $292,095
I’m Foaling in June Stable ... Jessica Schwab
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $282,495
Meadow Brooks Farm ...... Cecile Grandowicz
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $34,500
Dugan .................................................. $31,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
Be Certain ..................................................... $0
............................................ $277,495
MVP Stable ........................ Ernie Moulos
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $22,950
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $277,495
Dunwerkin Farm .....................Mike Santo
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
Organizer ............................................... $1,000
............................................ $277,485
Rolling Thunder .......................Bob Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $277,007
Flag is Up Farm ....................Tiffany Webb
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
G’day G’day ............................................ $9,550
............................................ $275,707
Lucy’s Lungin’ Leapers .......... Lucy Seginak
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Mabou .................................................. $24,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $274,735
Irunforshoes Stable ............. Diana Rowland
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
............................................ $273,807
Lost Springs Ranch ..................Jann Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
............................................ $273,807
Bad Morning Pants .............. Jason Mackey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
It’s My Choice ...................................... $17,200
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $273,207
5 by 5 stables ....................... Sarah Maggi
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $15,400
Move West .................................................... $0
............................................ $271,495
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TiMES EdiTOrial

All tapped out
in betting chase

A prominent trainer walked from the barn to the 
paddock at Far Hills, looked up at the infield Jumbo-
tron and asked why steeplechasing couldn’t be like this 
everywhere. Why every race meet didn’t have the video 
footage like Far Hills. He was especially flummoxed 
by that one.

“Why can’t Sam Slater do this?”
Money talks. Video walks.
Through his Hunt Cup Productions company, Sam 

Slater has done an F. Ambrose Clark Award-winning 
job of keeping the cameras rolling along the steeple-
chase circuit. He does the best he can with what he has 
– a limited budget. Do you think he makes money?

Far Hills can put on a show ($550,000 in purses, 
five-hour telecast on Universal Sports, Jumbotron in 
the infield, catered luncheon all day, post-race party all 
night) because its an anomaly in steeplechasing. It has 
money. Applaud the race organizers for the job they’ve 
done, they’ve nourished and guided it to its zenith. Far 
Hills is the best day of jump racing this side of Chel-
tenham.

But, understand, it all comes down to money.
Plenty of race meets have the vision, passion and 

desire like Far Hills. They don’t have the money. Sam 
Slater and his Hunt Cup Productions crew have the 
vision, passion and desire just like Universal Sports. 
They just don’t have the money to support the crew 
and rent/buy the equipment to put on the same show 
every week. Most owners possess the vision, passion 

and desire to win at Far Hills. Betty Merck swept the 
two biggest stakes at Far Hills. She spent good money 
to buy Your Sum Man and Left Unsaid who accounted 
for her double at Far Hills.

I wanted to ask that trainer, “Why don’t you have 
five horses running in every race on the Far Hills card?” 
I know the answer, money. Same reason Steeplechase 
Times doesn’t come out once a week and include 100 
pages. Money.

Just like in other professional sports, money buys 
success. Doesn’t guarantee it, but without it, you’re 
impotent. The free-spending Yankees and Phillies are 
in the World Series. The Cleveland Indians, who tread 
water with a low budget, are watching their ex-players 
star in New York and Philadelphia.

Far Hills, International Gold Cup and the NSA 
spent to get their five hours of fame Oct. 17. Sadly, 
it’s a once-a-year shooting star. Can any other race 
meet pay to get that coverage? Maybe Radnor. Perhaps 
Iroquois. Virginia Gold Cup? Camden? Certainly not 
the bread and butter meets that support the average 
horses, horsemen and video production.

Quality control
Douglas Lees

Cavalry Charge. The field thunders down the stretch in the international amateur race at the International 
Gold Cup. 

The National Steeplechase Association 
and the Far Hills Races nearly pulled off 
pari-mutuel wagering on the Oct. 17 race 
meeting in New Jersey. Nearly. When most 
people involved in American jump racing 
went to bed Friday night, Oct. 16, they did 
so with the impression that betting would 
be available via account wagering organiza-
tions, the Woodbine Entertainment Group 
simulcast network and various entities in 
England and Ireland.

By Saturday morning, all had changed. 
No legal betting, anywhere.

The New Jersey Racing Commission and 
the NSA had been talking most of the week 
about the legalities of betting on the six-race 
card. NJRC called it illegal and distributed 
a short letter saying so, causing Woodbine 
to promptly back out.

Plug pulled.
Whatever you think about betting, that 

can’t be good for business. 
Steeplechasing revved up Woodbine, 

Twin Spires, YouBet, Xpress Bet, At The 
Races, the Daily Racing Form, equidaily, 
Sirius Radio’s horse racing channel, HRTV 
and a small army of interested bettors. And 
then turned off the engine. We know bettors 
who tried to bet Saturday. They were told 
Far Hills was not available. 

Far Hills and the NSA still pulled off a 
television show – under the newly packaged 
U.S. Steeplechase Championships banner 
– but the second half of the entry stayed in 
the barn. 

Everyone in steeplechasing has been 
asked at one time or another, “Why isn’t 
there betting on your weekend race meets?” 
The long answer always includes state and 
federal wagering laws, racing commissions 
and red tape.

Steeplechasing won’t dictate when and 
where betting happens. Laws will. Steeple-
chasing might want betting, might deserve 
betting, but without states’ approval the 
point is moot. 

The attempt at legalized betting at Far 
Hills did not include the most important 
element of the entire equation – the New 
Jersey Racing Commission. And that’s why 
it failed.

Without state racing commission ap-
proval, any wagering plan was on unsteady 
ground. By trying to skirt around the edges 
of the many legal questions, the sport took 
another step backward in its uphill battle to 
gain credibility in the racing world.

Maybe no one cares about the end result 
all that much. Maybe it was a way to get 
the topic on the table, to motivate all sides 
to find a solution, to test the waters, float a 
trial balloon, toss some pasta at the wall. If 
it stuck, great. If not, what’s a little food on 
the paneling? 

Messy. See inside page 33 

Money isn’t everything, but it sure doesn’t hurt

The inside Rail
By Sean Clancy
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And there is the acid question. Is this 
the best use of money? Owners need re-
lief from entry fees and expenses. Chari-
ties need substantial returns from their 
involvement with race meets. All the 
courses could use more money to help 
make them safer for horses and jock-
eys. For Far Hills, it works. For Virginia 
Fall, it’s a pipedream.

The sport needs exposure and the Far 
Hills’ show (live and on TV) could only 
help but we need to somehow make it 
happen more often. Now, we’re back 
where we started. Who’s got the mon-
ey to make it happen? Don’t begrudge 
Far Hills for its success, say thank you. 
Don’t belittle other race meets for their 
lack of television coverage and stag-
nant purses, appreciate them. And don’t 
wonder why someone isn’t doing a bet-
ter job until you account for the money 
they’re earning. Sam Slater could put on 
an Emmy-worthy show at the Pennsyl-
vania Hunt Cup. What’s it worth?

Until the sport somehow finds a new 
revenue source (betting is still the most 
logical), days like Far Hills will be the 
exception rather than the rule.

Inside –
 Continued from page 32

Steeplechase Times Holiday Gift Mart
Reach equine gift buyers in a special section in our November and December editions. 

Ads will be part of a designated section in the newspapers in FULL COLOR.

A great place to promote 
equine gifts, art, apparel, books, travel, anything!

Holiday Gift Mart Ad Rates
1/2 Page  ................ $500
1/4 Page ................... 250
1/8 Page ................... 175
1/16 Page ................. 100

Deadline for space reservations: November 2

Contact Kathy Rubin
kathyrubin@st-publishing.com or (203) 650 6815

No betting was a missed opportunity
Like many others, I have always lamented the missing 

opportunity to bet on the steeplechase races at Far Hills, 
given that they represent the best the sport has to offer. Ini-
tially, the Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase championship races 
were televised, and were held at Fair Hill in Md. where pari-
mutuel wagering was offered. Gradually, they received less 
exposure, losing first a site that would permit wagering, and 
later their national TV exposure.

Finally, after long years of waiting, came the announce-
ment that the event from Far Hills would be televised and 
permit wagering this year. Like many enthusiasts, I printed 
the Racing Form and handicapped the races, and arranged 
my schedule to make sure I had the time blocked out to fully 
participate. 

Imagine my disappointment when I futilely tried to wager 
online prior to the first race. Unfortunately, both the ser-
vices I subscribe to (Youbet and Phonebet from Philadelphia 
Park) refused to take any action.

It seems the disjointed hierarchy that administers racing 
at all levels and greed and stubbornness intervened once 
again, and the plug was pulled at the last minute as a dispute 
over money (what else?) shut everyone out.

It is my fervent hope that the industry can recover from 
yet another black eye and get this done by next year. 

But I’m not betting on it . . .

Mark Calabria
Phoenixville, Pa.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Help Wanted
Experienced groom/rider needed 

for small show/racing stable
in Middleburg, Va. 

Salary position.

Contact:
Sean Clancy at 302-545-7713 
or sean@st-publishing.com

Anne Kontos Clancy at 917-446-2848
or akkontos@hotmail.com

Steeplechase Owner “To Do” List 
1. Own a son of Dynaformer.

2. Race in England.
3. Race in America.

Here’s your chance to achieve all three.
Purchase all or part of Lively Fling, a 3-year-old gelding 
by Dynaformer now in training in England with Venetia 
Williams (winner of the 2009 Grand National and fourth 
leading trainer in 2008-09). Lively Fling is a two-time flat 
winner going 1 1/2 miles on turf and a half-brother to 
Grade III winner Crowd Pleaser.

•  •  •
“I was pleased to buy Lively Fling for such a value price and I’m very much look-

ing forward to his jumping career. He looks the ideal physical specimen for the job, 
both in terms of athleticism, temperament and pedigree. I feel he’s one of my most 
exciting prospects.”

– Trainer Venetia Williams, who purchased Lively Fling for 25,000 gns. 
at the recent Tattersalls Horses in Training Sale at Newmarket

Available for immediate purchase
or potential partnership

Contact Matt Coleman at matt@anthonystroud.com
or Sean Clancy at sean@st-publishing.com or 302-545-7713
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ST Bulletin
Board

Business Card advertisements 
are $50 for one insertion,  
$35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 
to place your ad.

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com
Open

year-round

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Wilson’s Hay and Straw
Best Western Hay in Unionville, Pa. area
610-470-3858

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!
Steeplechase Times, The Saratoga Special & the ST Publishing Internet Site deliver thousands of potential customers.

Call (410) 392-5867 to learn more.

(336) 312-5996
irishridingadventures@yahoo.com

Stephanie Miller
U.S. Booking Agent

Aille Cross Equestrian Centre
The Connemara Trail

Irish Riding Adventures
www.irishridingadventures.com

3309 Wedgewood Place
Greensboro, NC 27403
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View all our fine properties at 
w w w . T h e C o u n t r y P r o p e r t i e s . c o m

Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

CENTREVILLE, DELAWARE
Wiseacres – Incredible 7 bedroom stone 

manor house situated on 61+ acres 
of protected land / located in heart of 

Chateau Countryside on PA/DE border
$3,950,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Breathtaking views from this classic 

Milner designed house / 29 acres with 
woods and gorgeous open space

$2,500,000

WEST CHESTER AREA
New 4BR house on 13 acres / 10 stall 

barn & outdoor riding ring / lovely setting 
minutes from Unionville

$875,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
Picturesque 3BR stone farmhouse 
nestled into hillside on 12 acres in 

Cheshire Hunting Country
$625,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
71 acres of rolling fields with beautiful 
house site overlooking southern views

Ideal terrain for equine use!
$2,412,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
190 acres of sweeping pastures

mature woods and gorgeous valleys
several wonderful house sites

Call for price and easement details
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ENINGBREATH-ENINGENINGENINGCold Saltwater Therapy

Contact Bruce Jackson  Phone 610-496-5080
720 Training Center Drive  Elkton, MD 21921

www.fairhilletc.com

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center is a state-of-the-art facility that houses the 
latest in technological equipment—designed to promote safe and rapid 
advancement for horses recovering from injury. We give your horse every 
chance to make a return to training. Plus we offer a variety of physical therapy 
options, allowing your horse to receive the care that benefi ts him the most. 

Our skilled staff is thoroughly trained and knowledgeable, with a passion 
for horses and the desire to see your horse return well rested, fi t and ready 
to perform.

Located at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training Center, we have access to 24 hour 
veterinary services and are within easy reach of all major vet clinics and 
racetracks of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.
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Why Should Fair Hill
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