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News & Notes from around the circuit

The Beagle Hunts for More
By now you’ve heard of Eagle Beagle, who leads all steeple-

chasers with five wins this year, but you might not know his story. 
Barracuda Stable’s super claimer – a full-brother to Grade I winner 
Richard’s Kid – came to jump racing on a roundabout route.

Bred in Maryland by Bob Meyerhoff, Eagle Beagle should have 
been a stakes horse on the flat based solely on breeding. Instead, 
he slipped down the claiming ranks and battled through a 2008 
campaign that included 15 starts at seven racetracks in six states. 
Barracuda partner Jim Vucci heard about the son of Lemon Drop 
Kid while playing golf with horseman Dave Vivian (who saw Eagle 
Beagle in Tim Ritvo’s barn) in Florida. Vucci and his wife, Barbara 
Taggart, checked out the horse and called trainer Ricky Hendriks.

“He had a nice presence about him, I liked him,” said Taggart. 
“Of course we probably wouldn’t have even gone to look if we 
didn’t know Dave. (Eagle Beagle) is a little long legged, but I liked 
his conformation. He moved really well and looked really athletic 
to me.”

Eagle Beagle passed inspection and wound up a steeplechas-
er for $10,000. He brought with him plenty of connections. His 
sire won the Belmont Stakes in 1999 and his dam, Tough Broad, 
earned more than $400,000. Eagle Beagle made his jump debut 
at Strawberry Hill in April and now sports a record of five wins 
in eight starts. He’s won at Foxfield, Willowdale, Colonial Downs 
(twice) and Morven Park.

He can become the first horse to win six races in a single sea-
son since Serenity Prayer in 1996.

The brothers competed on opposite coasts Oct. 10 with Eagle 
Beagle winning the open claimer at Morven Park and Richard’s Kid 
finishing a solid third in the Grade I Goodwood Stakes (a key prep 
for the Breeders’ Cup Classic) at Santa Anita. 

Eagle Beagle’s five victories match the number put up by an-
other Meyerhoff-bred relative – Big Brush – who won five hurdle 
races for Tom Voss in 2002. The two were produced from half-
sisters Richard’s Choice and Tough Broad.

Take A Number
3: Seconds in three jump rides at Shawan Downs for jockey 
Paddy Young.

3: Wins in three jump rides at Virginia Fall (Saturday) for Young.

The Name Game
Peace Proposal: The 4-year-old filly (owned and bred by Jonathan 
Sheppard) is by No Armistice out of Maternity Leave.

Questioning: The 7-year-old gelding, now trained by Julie Gom-
ena, is out of Youwantmetodowhat.

Worth Repeating
“My blonde highlights are kicking in.”

Virginia Fall’s Cricket Bedford, while looking for her keys

“It’s been a long day . . .”
Announcer Mike Hughes, trying to say Ouagadougou 

during the post parade for Virginia Fall’s fifth race Saturday

“It’s going to be a long afternoon for us.”
Shawan Downs clerk of the course Bruce Fenwick, 

as the rails flew during the maiden timber

“Are you the guy who writes those warnings on the side of the 
cigarette box?”

Trainer Tom Voss, after owner Sonny Via 
gave out a caution against smoking

“Rafter was singing all the way around there, and it was making 
my horse keen. If you had to listen to that, you’d be keen too.”

Paddy Young, on fellow jockey Carl Rafter’s 
singing during the timber stakes at Virginia Fall

“I had my eyes and me ears closed.”
Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, also impressed with Rafter’s voice

“I didn’t have to call Xav (Aizpuru) for the ride, he called me. I 
guess that tells you right there.” 

Trainer Desmond Fogarty, 
about Patriot’s Path’s ascension to the top of the timber ranks

“He needs another mile and 10 jumps.” 
Jody Petty, after placing third on Nat Grew in a flat race

“Why didn’t you keep him a maiden until Far Hills?”
Jockey Willie Dowling, to trainer Tom Voss after Easy Red 

won at Monmouth; Dowling finished third aboard Ambersham. 

“Do you want to give any last-minute instructions to the rider?”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, to owner Sherry Fenwick, 

before giving a leg up to Danielle Hodsdon on Confined

“Earlier in the summer he was trailing me around a little bit and I 
thought he might want a hug or something and don’t you know he 
up and bites me.”

Trainer Julie Gomena, about the brash Devil’s Preacher

As long as I play doubles.”
Owner/trainer Dr. John Griggs, about tennis after back surgery

“Good for the horses. Bad for the people.”
Trainer Mairead Carr about the weekend weather forecast

Tod Marks
See No Evil, Hear No Evil, Speak No Evil. Trainers (from left) Bruce Miller, Tom Voss and 
Jonathan Sheppard take a break between races at Monmouth Park.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Weren’t we just previewing Saratoga? And now we’re off to Far Hills? Steeplechasing’s biggest 
day has lived up to the billing with a star-studded six-race card that drew overflow fields blending new faces with old 
standards. We’ll preview you it all for you. If you’re reading after the fact, you can check up on us. We’ll also look back 
on the month that was; from the return of the timber contingent to a day full of the jumpers at the Jersey Shore. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 6-7

Far Hills Frenzy
Six races worth $550,000. Fourteen-horse fields sprinkled with the best horses in 
training. Divisional championships up for grabs. It must be Far Hills time. We’ve got 
it covered for you right here.
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Pages 10-11

Out of Town, Back in Form
The circuit headed to Western New York for the Genesee Valley Hunt Cup where 
Augustin Stable’s 2004 champion Irish Prince started a potential late-season surge 
in the timber division.

Pages 12-21

Virginia is for Horses
From Morven Park to Middleburg to Foxfield, we’ll throw a blanket on the Virginia 
steeplechase scene and recap all the action. 

Pages 24-26

Traveling Band
Tricky Me, Left Unsaid and Nationbuilder carried on their developing rivalry in New 
Jersey; Four Schools ran huge and Tom Voss imported another live rider. We’ll 
revisit all the action at Monmouth Park.

Page 22-23

Surprise Package
The fall timber season kicked off at Shawan Downs with the featured Ski Roundtop. 
The winner was a shocker; check out who spoiled the party. 

Times
The Steeplechase

ST Publishing, Inc.
364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, 

Elkton, MD 21921
In the Heart of Fair Hill Horse Country

Phone:  (410) 392-5867  
Fax:  (410) 392-0170 
E-mail:  info@st-publishing.com
On the Web:  www.st-publishing.com

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy and Joe Clancy Jr.
Staff Writer: Brian Nadeau

Advertising: Contact the office or call
Kathy Rubin (203) 650-6815
Jim McLaughlin (484) 888-0664
Michelle Rosenkilde (410) 692-5977
Reney Stanley (804) 449-2388

Contributors
Cathy Roelke, Jane Clark, Tod Marks, Barry Watson, 

Sam Clancy, Anne Clancy, Joe Clancy Sr., 
Ruth Clancy, Ryan Clancy, 

Jack Clancy, Nolan Clancy, Miles Clancy.

2009 Publication Dates

Member: American Horse Publications
American Horse Publications is the nation’s only asso-
ciation of equine periodicals. AHP’s over 200 members 
are dedicated to promoting better understanding and 
communication within the equine publishing industry.

www.americanhorsepublications.org

An AHP General Excellence 
Award Winner

On the Cover
Binoculars? Check.
Program? Check.
Best horses, richest 
races, biggest fields in 
the game? Check. Far 
Hills doesn’t disappoint 
in 2009.

Photos by Tod Marks 
and Skip Dickstein

Also by ST Publishing:
The Saratoga Special, Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, 
Writing for Daily Racing Form, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred, 
The Blood-Horse, The Racing Post, etc., American Steeplechasing 
yearbook, newsletters, public relations consulting, custom brochures, 
Internet sites and graphic design for your farm or business.

March 17
April 10
April 24
May 8

May 22
June 12
July 17

September 25

October 16
October 30

November 13
December 11

Copyright ST Publishing, Inc. 2009. All Rights Reserved.

Don’t Forget to Advertise!

Send check to: ST Publishing, Inc., 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, 
Elkton, Md 2192 or call (410) 392-JUMP to use a credit card.
Maryland residents, please add 6% sales tax.



Friday, October 16, 2009	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  5

Times



6  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, October 16, 2009

Far Hills 
Raceday Analysis

First Race. $50,000 Peapack-Guelph Filly/Mare Hurdle Stakes.
Seven clash in the $50,000 stakes and most have faced each other. 
Jellyberry, Moon Dolly, Confined, The Manner Born and Dynaskill 
might as well be in a Saturday afternoon bridge club. Hard to sepa-
rate Jellyberry, Dynaskill and Moon Dolly as they’ve taken turns 
beating each other for two seasons. JELLYBERRY signaled her 
readiness with a flat score at Monmouth over several of these ri-
vals; probably worse off if it’s soft. MOON DOLLY always shows up 
for trainer Tom Voss, but appears to handle firm turf better than 
soft. DYNASKILL moves up significantly in soft turf and judging 
by the weather forecast might get the answer to her rain dance. 
For value, watch Confined who could be rounding into form for 
Jonathan Sheppard.

Second Race. $50,000 Harry E. Harris Maiden Hurdle. 
Nice to see the best maidens in the country return to Far Hills where 
the maiden race consistently graduated future stars. McDynamo 
anyone? A hornet’s nest would be easier to wade into than this 13-
horse puzzle. Check out the flat form. This group has campaigned 
in such international races as the Irish Derby, Epsom Derby, Indi-
ana Derby, Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, Virginia Derby, Kentucky Derby, 
Belmont Stakes and Manhattan. Wow. OLD MAN BUCK, a two-time 
stakes winner on the flat, was going well until a mistake late in his 
jump debut at Foxfield and could easily make up for it with a win 
here for top flat trainer Ken McPeek. STEPPENWOLFER is the only 
horse on the card to have hit the board in the Kentucky Derby and 
the classy transferee needs to get his jumping down early, there is 
no room for error here. CIVIL’S HELLO failed to break on the flat but 
showed he liked jumping with a promising debut at Virginia Fall.

Third Race. $50,000 Appleton Hurdle Stakes. 
Fourteen runners make this another puzzler on a tough card. 
Veterans Four Schools and Slip Away should apply enough pres-
sure early to keep their less experienced rivals on the run. FOUR 
SCHOOLS skipped Saratoga and proved he was back to his best 
with a front-running tally at Monmouth. SLIP AWAY failed to run 
down his main rival that day but it’s hard to look past any horse 
who won six races in a row, especially while carrying same weight 
as one-time winners. CRADLE WILL ROCK hails from the master, 
Jonathan Sheppard, and was good enough to win this race last year 
before being disqualified.

Fourth Race. $100,000 Foxbrook Novice Hurdle Stakes.
The five best novices in the country take aim at the biggest divi-
sional prize of the year. TERPSICHOREAN proved he’s as good as 
any novice in the country when he handled Dynaski at Saratoga. 
Sheppard skipped Monmouth and should have him primed and 
ready. SEER, like Terpsichorean, has a year of seasoning under his 
belt and should benefit from the tightener at Monmouth. LEFT UN-
SAID, YOU THE MAN and TRICKY ME are as good as any first-year 
horses the sport has seen in years.

Fifth Race. $250,000 Grand National Hurdle Stakes.
The feature looks like the mall on Black Friday – nobody stayed 
home. That’s what happens when champions like Good Night Shirt 
and McDynamo don’t come to Far Hills. What it lacks in star power, 
it makes up for with intrigue. A fascinating renewal of the country’s 
richest steeplechase stakes. Jonathan Sheppard has delicately pre-
pared THREE CARAT for today. Summer work at Saratoga, a flat 
prep at Colonial Downs and a jump spin at Monmouth should have 
him spot on for his best chance at a big prize, after finishing second 
to the likes of Good Night Shirt, Hirapour and McDynamo over the 
years. ARCADIUS could make it a one-two finish for Sheppard. The 
well-bred 5-year-old is toying with being a breakout horse for the 
Hall of Fame trainer. PIERROT LUNAIRE is the only horse to beat 
Good Night Shirt since the great McDynamo did so on the course 
two years ago. Relished soft turf in the Iroquois, flat prep should 
have him tightened for this, but wouldn’t take a short price. Red 
Letter Day, Spy In The Sky and Your Sum Man rate long looks if 
you’re trying to fill out exotics.

Sixth Race. $50,000 Gladstone Hurdle Stakes.
Three-year-olds take their shot at the richest purse offered to their 
class in the finale. CLASS CLASSIC showed the attributes of a 
proper hurdler when winning his debut; he rated for most of the 
trip and accelerated when asked. Tough to look past. Stablemate 
CLASS CENTURY, fresh after finishing second to Appleton starter 
Devil’s Preacher, fills out a tough exacta for Lilith Boucher. HOPE 
FOR US ALL should improve from his educational trip at Virginia 
Fall and at least provide a little value.

– Sean Clancy

2009 Racing Preview

Tod Marks
Red Letter Day (right) and Mixed Up headline the Grand National at Far Hills Saturday.

For six years, the Far Hills Races bore witness 
to greatness as superstars McDynamo (five in a row 
from 2003-07) and Good Night Shirt (2008) domi-
nated the American Grand National hurdle stakes.

As one trainer put it, “the race was all about who 
was going to finish second.”

Not anymore.
Retired and injured (respectively), McDynamo 

and Good Night Shirt aren’t here. Everyone else 
is. The $250,000 Grand National looks like 2 5/8 
miles of shot-in-the-dark as 14 horses entered the 
historic race. Several carry legitimate aspirations for 
championship honors. Others look to jump into the 
picture.

“I knew it would be a lot of horses because there’s 
no standout, but I’m not sure I expected 14,” said 
trainer Janet Elliot, who runs Red Letter Day. “It’s 
such an even race, anybody’s race. A horse could run 
really well and finish sixth. That’s what happens in 
a year like this.”

No horse has won two Grade I stakes in 2009, 
leaving the door open for a title run by pretty much 
anyone. A Grand National win would go a long way 
toward solidifying the title hopes of Red Letter Day, 
Pierrot Lunaire, Mixed Up and Spy In The Sky (the 
field’s four Grade I winners who occupy spots in the 
top five on the earnings board).

Elliot’s horse won the $150,000 Lonesome Glory 
at Belmont Park a month ago to leap into the cham-
pionship picture. The major win came in his third 
start this year, and follows a solid 2008 that saw him 
win an optional claimer at Philadelphia Park and run 
well vs. stakes company in the fall. He’s improved in 

each start this year and will be up front early.
“He’s jumping better this year than he did,” said 

Elliot, while searching for a reason for the better 
form. “He jumped really well at Saratoga and ex-
ceptionally well at Belmont. He’s jumping with more 
confidence and maturity and you need that when 
you go up against better horses.”

Bernie Dalton rides the son of Red Ransom, who 
is 10-1 on the morning line. 

At the start of 2009, only the most studious of 
American steeplechase fans had even heard of Pier-
rot Lunaire. His English racing career included two 
early wins and high hopes, but flopped with two 
falls and a dismal 24th at the Cheltenham Festival 
in March. Purchased by American owner Calvin 
Houghland, the 5-year-old arrived a week before the 
Grade I Iroquois in May – and promptly made ev-
eryone pay attention by stopping Good Night Shirt’s 

Going All In
Title contenders lead Grand National crowd

BY JOE CLANCY

See grand national page 7 

Tod Marks
Pierrot Lunaire (left) denies Good Night Shirt in the Iroquois.
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2009 Racing Preview

Trainers take horses to the races countless times every week-
end. The reasons are as simplistic as they are varying: from ma-
jor contenders to runners looking for an afternoon school; check-
earners to race-fillers. Scan any entry sheet this year; trainers 
take horses to the races. 

Horses seldom take trainers to the races. Those are the spe-
cial ones, and Sanna Hendriks brings one to Far Hills Saturday 
– or he brings her.

Polaris Stable’s Steppenwolfer, some three years removed 
from running third to Barbaro in the Kentucky Derby, makes his 
hurdle debut in the $50,000 Far Hills maiden hurdle. Hendriks 
comes along for the ride.

“He’s taken us to this race, we haven’t taken him. When I 
bought him in April I had the intention of taking my time with him 
and not running him this year,” Hendriks said. “He was still a stal-
lion and I didn’t know how he would react to being gelded, being 
an older horse and all. But the whole process didn’t bother him in 
the least, it worked out great and he’s done really well.”

Which is hardly surprising considering the resume he submit-
ted to Hendriks after she purchased him from Robert and Lawana 
Low. The son of Aptitude was a top 3-year-old in 2006, hitting the 
board in three Oaklawn Park Derby preps, including a second in 

the Arkansas Derby prior to his Louisville run behind Barbaro. He 
followed that with a fourth in the Belmont Stakes but never got 
back to that level in 10 subsequent starts. Retired from flat racing 
at the end of 2008, Steppenwolfer was a horse without a suitor 
– not flashy enough to be a top stallion but too far removed from 
his better days on the track. 

Hendriks got wind of Steppenwolfer through bloodstock 
agent Sean Clancy and purchased him for Gail Thayer’s Polaris 
Stable this spring. Steppenwolfer jumped his first fence in June 
and made Hendriks re-think her plan.

“He took to it right away. After a while I had to ask myself 
‘now, why aren’t you going to run this horse this year?’ ” Hen-
driks said. “He’s a brave horse, super smart, with the right at-
titude and that’s always a big help. He’s even muscled up and is 
moving better than when I bought him.” 

Steppenwolfer progressed over the summer and won a train-
ing flat at Foxfield Sept. 27, his final prep. Hendriks knows win-
ning your first lifetime hurdle race is no easy task, especially over 
a course like Far Hills, but she also knows she’s bringing a horse 
that has gone out of his way to show he’s ready.

“He’s done everything we’ve asked of him up to this point,” 
Hendriks said. “I know it’s asking a lot, trying that Far Hills course 

in a tough race, but he handled Foxfield well on the flat and I think 
Far Hills is an easier course to adjust to than say Middleburg or 
a tight-turned course. It’s a big, galloping course with that uphill 
finish and that should suit him. I’ll let you know Saturday after-
noon if it does or not.”

– Brian nadeau

Derby Horse to Talking Horse

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportwire
Steppenwolfer makes his hurdle debut at Far Hills.

Talking Horses
We checked in with some Far Hills trainers for their thoughts.

Jimmy Day: “TRIPLE DIP (Grand National) is a warrior, but you’ll have to get back to me after the 
race to see if we got enough out of (an abbreviated flat run at Morven Park). Right now he’s as good 
as I can get him, all things considered. He will like a lot of rain, so that bodes well. SPY IN THE SKY 
(Grand National) ran better at Belmont than he did at Saratoga. That race was an improvement to me 
because he showed he could carry the weight. And all those horses that finished in front of him he 
was giving weight to. Not to mention the way the race played out; he got beat by the first mile when 
they walked. The problem is all the rain they’re calling for. He won’t run if it’s soft.”

Arch Kingsley: “JOGJA (3-year-old) couldn’t be schooling any better. It’s exciting because he’s 
running for a new owner, Trade Winds Farm, and so the fact that he’s coming up to his first hurdle 
start in such good shape is great. He’s been spot-on in his breezes and I can’t say enough good 
things about him. SUNSHINE NUMBERS (Appleton) just keeps on plugging along and running 
well. I’m not going to look at the Form because it will psyche me out. There’s only one way to ride 
him, he’ll go out there and make the running. We aren’t going to change it now. With HERE COMES 
ART (maiden), I’m glad he got that race under his belt at Saratoga on the flat because he had been 
away for almost two years before that. He’s been schooling well and obviously his flat form speaks 
for itself, but there seems to be a few bearcats on paper so we’ll have to see where he fits.”

Fenneka Bentley: “IT’S MY CHOICE (Appleton) got a tightener at Middleburg which was big be-
cause nothing really seemed to go right at Saratoga. I don’t know if it was the ground, which was 
a little soggy, but it never had a good feel to it. He’s bounced back well and now we’re just looking 
to see how he’ll fit with a better group of horses.”

Richard Valentine: “FOUR SCHOOLS (Appleton) has been training and running on firm ground 
the majority of the time so you have to wonder how he’ll handle that course. With that being said, 
he goes out there and gives you his all every time so you can’t really worry about course condition. 
There’s other speed in the race, but that was the case at Monmouth too. I’ll let Robbie ride his race. 
It’s a big ask for BLUE RIDER (Foxbrook), but he’s training good, has plenty of class and a hell of 
a pedigree so why not take a shot? I was really happy with his race at High Hope and he wasn’t 
beaten that much by Left Unsaid at Strawberry Hill. He’s fresh and fit and that’s not a bad thing.”

Eddie Graham: “STRATEGIC VISSION (maiden) has been improving with each race and hopefully 
that will continue. I have some added confidence knowing that he handled the soft ground at 
Radnor. I’m just hoping he can get a hold of the going and push through it.”

Desmond Fogarty: “TAX RULING (Grand National) missed the Lonesome Glory but that could be 
a blessing because now he comes into this race a fresh horse. There’s a lot in there that might 
not like the heavy ground but Tax Ruling will plug right along through it. He’s one-paced so we’ll 
be on or near the lead early, but of course Janet and Bernie (Red Letter Day) are probably saying 
the same thing, so we’ll just have to see how it turns out. I was really impressed with BEST ALIBI 
(maiden) at Monmouth, with that being his first start over hurdles. He comes with impeccable flat 
form and has really taken to the jump game so we’re excited by him.”

Jonathan Sheppard: “SWEET SHANI (Grand National) got a nice prep at Middelburg, but 2 5/8 
miles over jumps is a bit different than 7 furlongs on the flat. She’s coming into the race in good 
shape, has had a couple of nice schools and the distance should not be a problem for her. She de-
serves to win one of these races after knocking on the door so many times. THREE CARAT (Grand 
National) has been right there in these big races and deserves a win too. We know the distance 
and the course should be to his liking and I thought he ran great at Monmouth. They went quick 
at 2 miles and Saturday should be much more to his liking. He likes these longer, galloping tracks. 
TERPSICHOREAN (Foxbrook) could be the next really good horse so I’ve tried to take my time with 
him and not race him as often. He’s a big, long-striding and good-looking horse who is very sharp 
right now and one we expect some really big things from next year and beyond.

seven-race winning streak. Rested over 
the summer, the son of War Chant aims 
to prove that win was no fluke and will 
appreciate the rain-softened course.

“We’re going to find out how good 
a job I’ve done because I didn’t have to 
do much with him before the Iroquois,” 
said trainer Bruce Miller. “He’s a very 
easy horse to train and does everything 
easily and very well. The big thing is 
that he’s coming from behind  so he’s 
going to have to work through some 
traffic. It does look like he’s going to get 
his weather, though.”

Pierrot Lunaire won the Iroquois 
over soft turf and trained and raced over 
soft courses in France and England. Far 
Hills often comes up soft and the rains 
are rolling in again.

Adapting to the conditions will be 
as important as any other factor in the 
race. The year’s leading earner, Mixed 
Up has never appreciated a soft course 
and trainer Jimmy Day indicated he 
may scratch Spy In The Sky because of 
the rain. Like many trainers, Elliot isn’t 
sure where Red Letter Day fits in terms 
of soft turf.

“It takes a pretty decent horse to win 
at Far Hills no matter what the ground 

is like,” she said. “Longer distances suit 
my horses, which is a good thing. Will 
he like soft turf? I don’t know, but he 
will try. He’ll always try.”

Beyond that top pair, the field over-
flows with quality contenders. Trainer 
Jonathan Sheppard entered four in ad-
dition to Mixed Up. Three Carat flashed 
potential in short campaigns durings 
2005 and 2007 and has pointed for this 
since summer. The 9-year-old trained at 
Saratoga in the summer, sharpened up 
with a flat run at Colonial Downs Sept. 
13 and finished third over hurdles at 
Monmouth Park Sept. 26.

Sheppard’s entrants also include solid 
mare Sweet Shani, who makes her first 
jump start since 2008, and Irish import 
Arcadius. The latter placed in two re-
stricted stakes at Saratoga and finished 
third behind Red Letter Day in the 
Lonesome Glory.

NOTES: Several horses bring pre-
vious Grand National form – includ-
ing Sweet Shani’s runner-up effort in 
2007; Three Carat’s second in 2005; 
Best Attack’s thirds in 2007 and 2008; 
and Mixed Up’s third in 2006 . . . Irish-
bred General Ledger gives the field an 
international flavor off starts in Nor-
way, Sweden, France and England. The 
7-year-old won Sweden’s Champion 
Hurdle in June for trainer Hanne Bech-
mann.

Grand National –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Three Carat (right) and Best Attack are also part of the standout field.
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 Saturday, October 17
FAR HILLS, Far Hills, N.J.

INT’L GOLD CUP,  The Plains, Va.

 Saturday, October 24
AIKEN FALL, Aiken , S.C.

Sunday, November 1
PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP, Unionville, Pa.

Saturday, November 7
S’CHASE AT CALLAWAY, Pine Mountain, Ga.

MONTPELIER, Montpelier Station, Va.

 Saturday, November 21
COLONIAL CUP, Camden, S.C.

Saturday, November 28
PALM BEACH, Wellington, Fla.

2009 NSA Fall Schedule

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................76 17 9 10 $289,593 .22 
Jody Petty .........................74 12 11 6 267,599 .15
Xavier Aizpuru ...................65 11 12 8 319,459 .17
Danielle Hodsdon ..............60 10 11 12 382,199 .17
Robbie Walsh ....................70 8 7 6 194,360 .11
Jacob Roberts ...................26 7 2 4 70,925 .27
Padge Whelan ...................38 6 10 5 138,250 .16
Bernie Dalton ....................33 6 2 4 190,495 .18
Darren Nagle .....................27 6 2 3 191,625 .22
Liam McVicar ....................51 5 8 7 172,290 .12

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jack Fisher ........................85 16 14 15 $425,822 .19
Tom Voss ..........................75 14 20 7 472,963 .19
Jonathan Sheppard ...........78 12 12 16 484,721 .14
Sanna Hendriks .................29 7 7 1 149,031 .24
Janet Elliot ........................24 7 4 3 196,170 .29
Desmond Fogarty ..............32 7 1 4 204,225 .22
Doug Fout .........................63 6 5 7 187,768 .10
Richard Valentine ..............36 6 3 4 157,800 .19
Ricky Hendriks ..................20 6 2 3 59,950 .30 
Kathy McKenna .................41 4 1 7 48,995 .10

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Calvin Houghland ..............29 4 8 5 $239,316 .14
Irv Naylor ..........................53 8 2 6 230,575 .15
Bill Pape ............................26 6 1 5 197,245 .23
Sonny Via ..........................16 3 2 3 156,750 .19
Randleston Farm ...............17 2 2 3 106,540 .12
Armata Stable .....................7 2 2 1 106,008 .40
Greg Hawkins ......................3 1 0 0 99,660 .33
Maggie Bryant ...................24 2 2 4 97,232 .08
Augustin Stable .................23 5 4 2 95,869 .22
The Fields Stable .................8 2 3 0 80,200 .25

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Mixed Up .............................6 3 1 1 $124,495 .50
Red Letter Day ....................3 1 0 0 99,660 .33
Pierrot Lunaire ....................1 1 0 0 90,000 1.00
Dynaski ...............................3 1 2 0 83,508 .33
Spy In The Sky ....................6 1 0 0 78,540 .17
Left Unsaid ..........................5 2 2 0 77,700 .40
Tricky Me ............................5 2 1 0 74,000 .40
Good Night Shirt .................2 1 1 0 72,000 .50
Patriot’s Path .......................5 3 0 2 73,500 .60
You The Man .......................4 2 0 0 64,250 .50

Timber Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Patriot’s Path .......................5 3 0 2 $73,500 .60
Irish Prince (nz) ...................5 2 2 0 48,100 .40
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 46,050 .33
Salmo ..................................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Erin Go Bragh ......................4 1 0 2 32,100 .25

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH OCTOBER 16
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Justin Batoff started down the path 
of becoming an amateur rider on a 
Smart Strike gelding that hadn’t been 
racing since a flat run at Pimlico in Oc-
tober 2004. 

Prospectors Strike began preparing 
for a timber career with a soon-to-be 
law student that had never jumped a 
fence in his life.

It’s fitting that horse and jockey 
scored their first career NSA victories 
together at Genesee Valley Oct. 10 in 
Geneseo, N.Y.

Prospectors Strike, whom Batoff co-
owns with Michael Finney of Long Ball 
Stable, stalked the pace, moved into 
contention on the final lap and drew off 
to a 10 1/4-length score in the $10,000 
maiden timber. Matinicus Rock (Todd 
McKenna) and Genghis (Nick Carter) 
finished second and third, respectively. 
Trained by Jack Fisher, Prospectors 
Strike completed the 3 miles in 6:18.

“Winning a race? It’s exactly how I 
dreamed it would be. I’ve come a long 
way since learning how to ride on this 
horse,” Batoff said. “I grew up watch-
ing races but nothing more than that. 

One day I stumbled into Michael’s store 
and we got to talking about horses and 
riding and it took off from there. I had 
never sat on a horse or anything but I 
just kind of said ‘if I’m going to do this, 
what better way than to go fast and 
jump fences?’ ” 

Batoff, enrolled in Johns Hopkins 
University at the time, traded his la-
crosse stick for riding boots and began 
getting on horses three years ago for Ra-
chael Lively, who trained a few runners 
for Finney. Batoff migrated to Fisher’s 
barn a year and a half later and began 
the path to his first ride on Prospectors 
Strike, then legging up for a timber ca-
reer. 

They hit the timber scene for the first 
time together at Willowdale in May 
and placed third. In September they did 
one better and took second at Shawan 
Downs. The trial runs led to a memo-
rable day at Genesee Valley.

“You could say Prospectors Strike and 
I kind of improved together throughout 
the year until we got to Genesee,” Bat-

off said. “I’m still a work in progress 
but it’s just been a great experience. To 
be honest it’s happened a bit quicker 
than I thought it would. I’ve been on the 
fast track; I would have been happy just 
running around in the point-to-points 
but it’s just gotten bigger and here I am 
winning my first race.” 

Batoff, now at the University of 
Maryland School of Law in Baltimore, 
won’t be skipping out on the bar exam 
to join the circuit full time. But he’s also 
got bigger goals in mind than a maiden 
timber at Genesee Valley. 

“I’m as amateur as you can get and 
like any Maryland amateur, I’ve got the 
dream to win the Maryland Hunt Cup 
someday,” Batoff said. “Right now it’s 
just a hobby but when I finish law school 
I want to get more involved and own a 
few more horses. This is part of my life 
now and I’m loving every bit of it.”

• Consider Irish Prince a victim of his 
success. 

After winning the first four starts of 

 Nick Serrata/Eclipse Sportswire 
Prospectors Strike leads Genghis in the maiden timber.

Gold Strike
Batoff teams with timber horse;
Irish Prince jumps to stakes score

BY BriAN NAdEAu GeNeSee vAlley HuNT RAceS
Saturday, October 10

See geneSee page 11 
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his timber career en route to an undefeated and record-
setting championship season in 2007, he went winless 
in his next six starts. In the “what have you done for 
me lately?” world of racing he was as washed up as a 
piece of driftwood.

At Genesee Valley, Irish Prince (Jody Petty) contin-
ued a resurgence of sorts when he won a scratch-rid-
dled renewal of the $25,000 Genesee Valley Hunt Cup 
with consummate ease, drawing off by 45 1/4 lengths 
over Twill Do (Jake Chalfin) in a race that saw only 
two of the three runners finish after Hot Springs lost 
Willie Dowling. Owned by Augustin Stable, the 10-
year-old completed the 3 1/2 miles in 7:23. 

Trained by Sanna Hendriks, Irish Prince stormed 
through 2007, winning an allowance timber at the 
Carolina Cup and adding stakes scores in the Mason 
Houghland, Ski Roundtop and New Jersey Hunt Cup to 
finish with a then-record $102,000 in timber earnings. 
The streak snapped abruptly in his first start of 2008 at 
Middleburg when he finished fourth, beaten more than 
64 lengths. The skid continued through three stakes to 
finish the season, then stretched into 2009 when Irish 
Prince went winless in his first two starts.

Hendriks forged on and sent Irish Prince to the 
Radnor Hunt Cup in May. He responded with his first 
win in 19 months. After a freshening over the summer, 
Irish Prince ran a good second in the Roundtop before 
venturing to Genesee Valley for his second win of the 
season.

“It’s really satisfying to get him back and winning 
races again. It’s not like he ran poorly last year; he ran 
against the best competition and hit the board in some 
really tough races, but this year he’s gotten a few wins 
and that’s been important,” Hendriks said. “More 
than anything, I’d say he’s a happy horse again. I don’t 
know what makes the difference as to why they run 
better or worse, but he’s been a happier horse this year 
and that’s helped him mentally.”

Genesee –
 Continued from page 10

 Nick Serrata/Eclipse Sportswire 
Irish Prince makes it look easy in the Genesee Valley Hunt Cup timber stakes.

Genesee Valley Hunt Races
Geneseo, NY. Saturday, October 10.  Turf: Firm.

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. timber. 3 miles.
1. Prospectors Strike  L 155  Batoff 
2. Matinicus Rock  L 165  McKenna
3. Genghis  L 160  Carter 
4. Beseennotheard  L 155  Stierhoff
LR. Big Bad Joe  L 160  Chalfin 
Mgn: 10 1/4. Time: 6:18. O: Long Ball Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 10, Smart Strike-Zuri, Danzig. Bred by Lazy E Ranch (Ky).

5th. $25,000. Timber stakes. 3 1/2 miles. 
The Genesee Valley Hunt Cup. 

1. Irish Prince (NZ)  L 160  Petty 
2. Twill Do  L 160  Chalfin
LR. Hot Springs  L 160  Dowling 
Mgn: 45 1/4. Time: 7:23. 
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 10, Prince Of Praise-Jane Irish (NZ), Take Your Partner (Aus). 
Bred by B G Keil (NZ).

DESIGN / BUILD  COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATIONS

4053 Lower Valley Road
Parkesburg, PA 19365
phone: 610-593-2157
mccomseybuilders.com

Quality,  Service  and  Integrity
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M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Fair Hill Auto
Get your car fixed 

by experts.
Official mechanics of 
Steeplechase Times!

410-398-4900
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Morven Park Races
Leesburg, Va. Saturday, Oct. 10.  Turf: good.

1st. $5,000. Highweight Timber. 3 miles.
NW $9,000 once 08-09. Amateur jockeys.

1. Gather No Moss L 170  W. Haynes 
2. Music To My Ears (Ire)  L 180  Hundt
3. Swimming River  L 170  Garner
4. Fieldview  L 170  Roberts 
PU. Inca Magic    170  Boniface 
Mgn: 2. Time: 6:29:1/5.
O: Manown Kiser. T: Mike Berryman.
Gr./Ro. g. 8, Awad-Caro Landing, Caro (Ire). 
Bred by Ryehill Farm (Md).

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. cl. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Fantastic Foe  L 143  Mackenzie 
2. Star For Tina  L 156  Aizpuru 
3. Expel  L 148  Murphy 
4. Taconnet  L 148  Watts 
5. Farah T Salute  L 150  Slater 
6. Early Note  L 138  McVicar 
7. Regal Prospect  L 148  Dalton
8. What A Warrior  L 151  Roberts 
9. Lenny  L 156  Cooney 
PU. Questioning  L 152  Rafter
PU. Derek The Great  L 146  Delaney
PU. Johann Star  L 151  W. Haynes 
PU. Twinbucktu  L 150  Walsh
Mgn: 6 3/4. Time: 4:20:3/5.
O: William Pearson. T: Mairead Carr.
B. g. 5, Awad-Ladybird, Cox’s Ridge. 
Bred by Daniel Ryan (Md).

3rd. $10,000. Clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Eagle Beagle  L 152  Young 
2. Humdinger  L 155  Cooney 
3. Motel Affair  L 144  Geraghty 
4. Ponce (NZ)  L 139  Garner 
5. Bow Strada (GB)  L 143  McVicar
6. One Sea  L 146 Mackenzie 

7. Prep School  L 154  Hodsdon
PU. Eamonn  L 143  Murphy 
PU. Closertoyourheart  L 143  Walsh 
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 4:19.
O: Barracuda Racing Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 5, Lemon Drop Kid-Tough Broad, Broad 
Brush. Bred by Fitzhugh LLC (Md).

4th. Training Flat. 1-1/4 miles.
1. Always First (GB)  L 155  Geraghty
2. Wheels Up At Noon  L 155  Murphy 
3. Your Sum Man (Ire)  L 155  Slater 
4. Divine Fortune  L 155  Hodsdon 
5. Flight Briefing  L 155  Walsh
6. London Grove  L 155  Aizpuru 
7. Mighty Valdiar  L 155  Cockburn 
8. American Zone  L 150  Dalton 
9. Orebanks  L 155  Young 
10. Silver Man Can  L 156  Ryan
F. Triple Dip  L 155  McVicar 
LR. Untamed Hero   155  Lovett
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 2:12:3/5.
O: Merriefield Farm. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 8, Barathea (GB)-Pink Cristal (GB), Dilum. 
Bred by D.B. Clark & A.L. & Mrs. Penfold (GB).

5th. $10,000. Opt. clm. timber. 3 1/4 miles.
(Nw 2 or for $20,000).

1. Major Price  L 160 Roberts 
2. Algezir   160  Murphy 
3. Delta Park  L 155  Boniface 
4. Rainbows For Luck  L 160  Garner 
5. G’day G’day  L 160  Young
6. Skiperoo  L 165  Rafter 
7. J. Alfred Prufrock   165  Somers
PU. Flying Contraption (Ire)  L 165  Miller 
PU. Brandy Station  L 165  Walsh 
PU. Professor Maxwell  L 166  Hundt
PU. Kilbreena (Ire)  L 165  Slater 
Mgn: 9 3/4. Time: 6:39:1/5.
O/T: Alicia Murphy.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 8, Allen’s Prospect-Fast Pleasure, 
Fast Play. Bred by Sherry Rudolph (Md).

The great Allen’s Prospect was rep-
resented by yet another Maryland Mil-
lion winner Sept. 26 when All Giving 
swept the Maryland Million Distaff. On 
the same afternoon, Major Price repre-
sented the stallion, winning the maiden 
timber at Shawan Downs. 

Two weeks later at Moven Park, the 
legacy continued.

Major Price, owned and trained by 
Alicia Murphy, dominated 10 rivals in 
the optional claiming timber (only one 
horse ran for the price) at the Leesburg, 
Va. meet. The 8-year-old gelding knows 
only one way to do it – go to the lead 
and never look back. Jacob Roberts al-
lows the style to flow and the duo won 
their second sanctioned race of the fall.

Acquainted this spring, the duo won 
the open timber at Middleburg Point-to-
Point and finished fourth behind former 
champion Irish Prince in the Radnor 
Hunt Cup.

“We’ve kind of figured out how he 
likes to do it and that’s get a so-so start 

and then blow by everybody,” Mur-
phy said. “He let the lead pretty much 
evaporate with about a half-mile to go 
and when everybody thought they were 
getting to him, he said, ‘Well, I better go 
now.’ He’s getting the hang of things.”

Bred and raced on the flat by Sherry 
Rudolph, Major Price broke his maiden 
for a tag at Pimlico in 2004. He arrived 
at Murphy’s through a recommendation 
from Blake Curry, who had galloped 
him on the flat.

“He was mainly a 5-furlong special-
ist, he sat at my place for about two 
years because he’s very difficult, leap-
ing, lunging. A wild thing, wilder than I 
like,” Murphy said. “He’s decided that 
he really enjoys what he’s doing.”

Murphy credited Roberts for part of 
the transformation.

“I think I have a rider who really gets 

Officer and
a timber horse

Douglas Lees
Major Price leaps a fence during his runaway timber win at Morven Park.

Major Price adds allowance score
BY SEAN CLANCY MORveN pARk RAceS

Saturday, October 10

See morven park page 13 
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along with him,” Murphy said. “I like him as a rider 
and a person, there’s no lack of confidence there.” 

Asked if she was surprised by Major Price’s success, 
Murphy hesitated.

“Entirely, yes. Lately, no,” she said. “Did I go into 
these last two races pretty hopeful, yeah. I’ll never be 
over-confident, but he’s training and acting better and 
that’s showed in his two wins.”

• Give him the title.
Barracuda Stable’s Eagle Beagle continued his 

march toward the claimer of the year title, winning for 
the fifth time in eight tries. Ricky Hendriks dared suit-
ors again, risking the 5-year-old son of Lemon Drop 
Kid for a $10,000 tag.

No takers. Another victory.
Paddy Young placed Eagle Beagle third behind Prep 

School and Ponce before taking over on the final turn 
to win by 2 lengths over Humdinger (Michael Cooney) 
and Motel Affair (Russ Geraghty).

Four of the nine starters exited the claimer at Fox-
field. That day, Humdinger finished second (and was 
claimed), One Sea finished third, Ponce finished sixth. 
Under Jody Petty, Eagle Beagle finished fourth, his 
only off-the-board finish this year.

“He’s a funny little horse, he must have made up 
25 lengths from the bottom of the hill at Foxfield,” 
said Young who has won all five races aboard him. “I 
moved a bit sooner than he likes but I was afraid he 
might hit a flat spot like he did at Foxfield.”

Hendriks and Young conferred and decided to add 
blinkers after Foxfield’s effort. The horse rebounded 
with another polished score.

“I felt like he kept a little for himself at Colonial, I 
was thinking he just might need the blinkers. Whether 
they helped or not, I don’t know, but they kept him 
handier. He just seems to be that bit better than the 
other horses at the minute,” Young said. “He’s been a 
good little boy so he has. He’s a good little jumper and 
he enjoys racing, it helps when they’re racing a level 
below what they are, it makes it easier.”

Eagle Beagle finished second in his jump debut at 
Strawberry Hill this spring, then won at Foxfield, Wil-
lowdale and Colonial Downs. The Maryland-bred fin-
ished third at Saratoga Open House, skipped the real 
Saratoga and won at Colonial Downs this fall. Take 
out Foxfield and he’s never been worse than third.

“I can’t believe nobody has claimed him; every time, 
I think ‘This is it, this will be the last time I ride him.’ I 
wish I had four or five like him,” Young said. “Hope-
fully he’ll run back at Montpelier which should suit him 
ever better than a sharp track like Morven Park.”

The victory pushed Young to a resounding five-win 
lead for the jockey championship.

• A week before Virginia Fall, Mairead Carr showed 
off her 5-year-old maiden Fantastic Foe at her barn 
at Hickory Tree Farm in Middleburg. The strapping 
son of Awad had recently won the maiden hurdle at 
Thornton Hill Point-to-Point and was pointed for Vir-
ginia Fall’s maiden claimer.

Fantastic Foe stood with the shank on the ground 
for a bath, then he jogged in step behind Carr for a vis-
itor. He would have jumped through a hoop if asked. 
A week later, Fantastic Foe got lost at Glenwood Park 
and ducked off course while battling for the lead in 
the stretch.

A week later, he made up for it, cruising to an easy 
win against 12 rivals in the maiden claimer. Owned by 
William Pearson III, Fantastic Foe (Roddy Mackenzie) 
took over during the latter part of the 2 1/4-mile race 
and won by 7 lengths over Star For Tina (Xavier Aiz-
puru) and Expel (Jeff Murphy).

Bred by Dan Ryan, Fantastic Foe began his career 
with Gregg McCarron on the Maryland circuit. His 
last victory on the flat came for owner Ryan and train-
er Jeff Runco at Charles Town in July.

“He won on Sunday, I bought him on Monday and 
schooled him on Tuesday,” Carr said of acquring the 
horse. “He’s very exciting. He ran three times and basi-
cally won three times, he was obviously going to win at 
Middleburg. He loves it, he comes up the stretch with 
his ears pricked and then you can’t pull him up.”

• Manown “Buck” Kisor, Mike Berryman and Will 
Haynes combined to upset the highweight amateur 
timber with veteran Gather No Moss. The Maryland-
bred tracked pacesetter Swimming River and took over 
when the latter made a mistake at the last. Gather No 
Moss drew off to win by 2 lengths over Music To My 
Ears (George Hundt). Swimming River (Ben Garner) 
wound up third in his timber debut.

Gather No Moss broke his maiden on the flat in 2004 
for Kinross Farm and trainer Neil Morris. Claimed in 
November, 2005, the 8-year-old Maryland-bred won 
a claimer at Foxfield in 2007 and is still going strong 
for the Tennessee-based Berryman.

“We were pleased, but not surprised. Gather’s a 
veteran who always tries,” Kisor said. “Mike’s deci-
sion to take the horse off Lasix seems to have moved 
Gather up. He could have gone around again.”

The victory provided sentimental value to Kisor, 
who was good friends with the late Bruce Haynes, fa-
ther of the jockey.

“Will getting the win made it extra special,” Kisor 
said. “Bruce was a very good friend.”

Berryman said his horse deserved a win.
“He’s a pleasure to have, does everything you want,” 

Berryman said. “He’s always been a good jumper so 
we started him over timber this spring and he’s only 
turned in one bad race. I took him off Lasix, he was 
overheating and since I took him off it, he hasn’t over-
heated at all. Will fits him really well.”

Morven Park –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Gather No Moss (center) fights off Music To My Ears (left) and Swimming River in the opener.

Douglas Lees
Fantastic Foe (left) stalks the pace early in his win.
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MIDDLEBURG, Va. – Erin Go Bragh 
lost all three of his timber starts this 
spring, which prompted Paddy Young 
to think a little differently about the 
horse’s fall debut.

“Look, it hasn’t been working hold-
ing him up this year,” the jockey told 
trainer Doug Fout. “I’ll jump him off 
handy. I want a lead but going to the 
fourth-last or third-last, if I’m going 
well I’ll let him jump to the front and 
see what happens.”

Young changed tactics. His horse did 
the rest, stalking the pace, taking over 
late and winning the $35,000 National 
Sporting Library Chronicle Cup timber 
stakes on the first day at Virginia Fall 
Oct. 3. The race lured seven starters, 
including 2009 timber leader Patriot’s 
Path. Uppercut made the early running, 
followed by Orison, He’s A Conniver 
and – tucked away on the inside – Erin 
Go Bragh. Saving ground throughout, 
Young’s horse advanced to the front 
at the start of the sprawling Glenwood 
Park backside and kicked for home. 
Maggie Bryant’s 10-year-old ousted 
Seeyouattheevent (Willie Dowling) by 3 
1/2 lengths with Patriot’s Path (Xavier 
Aizpuru) rallying for third.

Young hoped his idea of keeping Erin 
Go Bragh closer to the pace would pay 
off in a big effort and turned out to be 
correct. The New Zealand import set-
tled just off the leaders, quickened when 
asked and finished with authority.

“I always thought he came late, so ev-
ery time I’ve ridden him I’ve been afraid 
to go to the front,” he said. “I thought it 
would sweeten him up some, make him 
think he was running away with me. To 
be honest he really was running away 
with me.”

Erin Go Bragh won for the first time 
in almost a year, and erased a dull spring 

which consisted of two thirds (Middle-
burg and Virginia Gold Cup) in three 
starts. Fout called the first part of the 
season a loss, due to his horse’s condi-
tion.

“We could never get it ironed out 
this spring – he got a little sick on me, 
a bunch of things,” said the trainer. “It 
was never enough where you couldn’t 
run him and he was running OK. How 
are you going to tell an owner you can’t 
run when the horse is running OK? But 
he was never quite right.”

Like apples and pumpkins, Erin Go 
Bragh was simply waiting for autumn 
and returned full of energy in his early 
work. Fout bypassed point-to-points at 
Thornton Hill and Blue Ridge, and went 
to Virginia Fall with confidence.

“He’s been training great, jumping 
great at home, doing everything great,” 
Fout said. “There were no issues and 
we could tell he was over whatever it 
was this spring. He’s such an honest old 
horse and he deserved to win another 
decent race.”

• Fout and Young opened the day 
with another comeback win as Eldon 
Farm’s Chess Board made a stylish 2009 
debut in a $10,000 optional claiming 
hurdle. Inside throughout, again, Young 
pushed his mount through on the rail 
late to get past Fogcutter (Ross Ger-
aghty) and It’s My Choice (Dowling) 
and won by a gutsy neck.

Imported from England in time for 
the 2007 season, Chess Board made 
a training flat start that season and in 
2008 ran three times over hurdles (fin-
ishing no better than seventh). Now 6, 
he spent most of this year as anything 
but a racehorse, in the barn of Lynn 

Gebhard in Virginia. She took Chess 
Board on long trail rides, went cross 
country, got away from it all. When the 
small bay flashed some fitness, Gebhard 
called Fout and suggested a return to 
racing. 

“You’ve got to be joking,” Fout re-
plied. The trainer relented, on two con-
ditions – Chess Board needed to finish 
fourth or better in a flat race to earn a 
hurdle start. If he didn’t do well in that, 
the experiment would end. Chess Board 
finished fourth on the flat at Foxfield to 
earn the Virginia Fall try.

The new Chess Board looks much like 
the old one – small, nervous, shivery in 
the paddock – but doesn’t run like him.

“He had a lung infection when he 
got off the plane from England, then he 
had a temperature, then he had an ab-
scess, and then he bled, then he was like 
a rat,” said Fout. “He would shake and 
shiver all the time. I quit with him.”

Chess Board looked happy to be 
back as he relaxed  well off the pace be-
fore working into the picture late. He 
caught a break when the rail opened in 
the stretch and responded.

“I wasn’t sure taking him back would 
work but I knew he could get a lot of 
confidence from it – he just filled with 
confidence,” said Young. “The inside 

opened up for him around the last bend 
and that made it easier. He might not 
have won if he had to go around, but he 
really responded once it opened up.”

• Young completed the natural hat 
trick in the third when Ann and Henry 
Stern’s Major Malibu won a $15,000 
maiden timber for trainer Jack Fisher. 
The 5-year-old saved ground through-
out while rating just off the early pace. 
Major Malibu let Blue Ash and Take 
Harry roll to the front across the back-
side, then reeled them in late to score 
by 4 1/2 lengths. Hey Doctor (Jacob 
Roberts) claimed second with Blue Ash 
(Carl Rafter) staying for third.

Young didn’t get the ride until the 
day before when Dowling passed.

“The horse can be a bit chancy,” said 
Young. “Once I got him settled down he 
was good. It was just a matter of getting 
him around, getting him jumping.”

As for the triple, which may have 
iced the jockey championship, Young 
called it a surprise.

“If I won one all weekend I would 
have been delighted. Last week at Sha-
wan, I thought I’d win at least two of 
them and I didn’t win any; Foxfield was 
the same way. Everybody says it’s about 
confidence. You win one race, and then 
you ride better and you win a second. 
Then you win three and it’s great. Some-
times it just happens.”

• Early in the day, Fisher assessed his 
chances at a fifth NSA training cham-
pionship in seven years by saying “I’m 
done, cooked. Don’t even talk about 
it.”

On second thought. . . 
The trainer (who started the day one 

behind Tom Voss) collected a win with 
Major Malibu and followed that up 
with a $6,500 maiden claiming hurdle 
score with Gil Johnston’s I Know It’s 
Not (Dowling). The 5-year-old took ad-
vantage of a silly race where five horses 
went off course including Fantastic Foe 
while leading late. In for a $5,000 tag, 
I Know It’s Not outran Sonic Charm 
(Rafter) and Back In The Day (James 
Slater) late to score by three-quarters of 
a length.

“He kept trying and that’s half the 
battle in races like that sometimes,” 
said Dowling. “He’s had three or four 
runs over hurdles and that helped him 
because some of those other ones didn’t 
have the experience he did.”

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Chess Board (right) rallies up the rail against Fogcutter (left) and It’s My Choice.

Go T
Erin Go Bragh takes timber feature 
as Young picks up three victories 

BY JOE CLANCY vIRGINIA FAll RAceS
Saturday, October 3

ime

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Erin Go Bragh (right) leads Seeyouattheevent and He’s A Conniver late in the timber stakes at Virginia Fall Saturday.
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Virginia Fall Races
Glenwood Park. 
Middleburg, Va. 

Saturday-Sunday, Oct. 3-4. Turf: Firm.

1st. $10,000. Opt. clm. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
(NW $9,100 Once Or For $15,000). 

1. Chess Board (GB)  L 146  Young 
2. Fogcutter  L 150  Geraghty 
3. It’s My Choice (NZ)  L 153  Dowling 
4. Cuse  L 144  McVicar 
5. Mon Villez (Fr)  L 140  Mackenzie 
6. Mark The Shark  L 153 Aizpuru 
PU. Great Gusto  L 146  Petty 
PU. Summersville  L 141  R. Haynes
Mgn: Neck. Time: 3:43.
O: Eldon Farm. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 6, Vettori (Ire)-Cruinn A Bhord (GB), Inchinor 
(GB). Bred by Stanley Estate & Stud (GB).

2nd. $35,000. Timber stakes. 3-1/4 miles. 
National Sporting Library Chronicle Cup.

1. Erin Go Bragh (NZ)  L 160  Young 
2. Seeyouattheevent  L 155  Dowling 
3. Patriot’s Path  L 165 Aizpuru 
4. He’s A Conniver  L 165 Walsh
5. Uppercut   150  Slater 
6. Orison  L 150  Rafter 
PU. The Other Me   160  Chalfin 
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 6:35:1/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 10, Desert Sun (GB)-Ball Road (NZ), Vice 
Regal (NZ). Bred by W P Maher (NZ).

3rd. $15,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
1. Major Malibu  L 160  Young 
2. Hey Doctor  L 160  Roberts 
3. Blue Ash  L 165  Rafter 
4. Take Harry  L 160  Santoro 
5. Armed Brat   165  Watts 
6. Endless Mountain  L 165  Murphy 
PU. East Coker   165  Slater 
PU. Frosty To Go   165  McWade 
PU. Plum Brush L 165  Walsh 
PU. Canterbury Bell   156  Carter 
PU. Voice Of Power  L 160  Korrell 
Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 5:56.
O: Ann Stern. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 5, Malibu Moon-Major Barbara, Salutely. 
Bred by Tim Durborow (Pa).

5th. $6,500. Mdn. clm. hudle. 2-1/8 miles.
$10,000-$5,000 clm. price

1. I Know Its Not  L 148  Dowling 
2. Sonic Charm  L 156  Rafter 
3. Back In The Day  L 148  Slater
4. Rosemont Runner  L 144  Roberts
5. Lenape Jim  L 152  Aizpuru 
6. Delarun  L 152  Watts 
7. Taconnet   156  Walsh 
8. Winter Break   152  McWade 
OC. Fantastic Foe  L 151  Mackenzie 
OC. Regal Prospect  L 148  Boucher 
OC. Bk’s Double Jade  L 143  W. Haynes
OC. Ouagadougou  L 156  Murphy 
OC. Leffingwell Lion  L 156  Carter 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:42:1/5.
O: Gil Johnston. T: Jack Fisher.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5, Yes It’s True-Orange Motiff, Ac-
aroid.  Bred by Brylynn Farm (Fla).

Sunday, October 4, 2009

1st. $10,000. Mdn. 3YO hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Class Classic   150 Boucher 
2. Parker’s Project  L 150 Hodsdon 
3. Fleeting Thunder  L 150 Petty 
4. Ptarmigan  L 146 Murphy 
5. Hope For Us All  L 150  Dowling 
6. Royal Bentham  L 150  Young 
7. Preachers Pulpit  L 150  Rafter 
8. Master Salesman  L 150  Slater 
9. Triton Light  L 145  Mackenzie
10. Should Expect  L 145  McVicar
11. Wingplow   144  Dalton 
12. Lion’s Double L 150  Aizpuru
PU. Moonsox  L 150  Walsh 
PU. Future Champ  145  W. Haynes 
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 3:46:1/5.
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
B. g. 3, Brahms-Class Reality, Class Secret. 
Bred by Mede Cahaba Stable and Stud (Va).

2nd. $10,000. Maiden hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Brands Hatch  L 154 Murphy 
2. Civil’s Hello  L 149 McVicar 
3. Multie Colored  L 154 Rafter 
4. Piney Mountain  L 154 Young 
5. Arch Hero  L 150 Geraghty 
6. Power Game  L 145 Mackenzie 
7. Boojwhacked  L 146 Roberts 
8. Saber Song  L 150 Petty
PU. Sermonize  L 154 Walsh 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:46:1/5.
O: Karen Eyles. T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 8, A.P. Indy-Watch Out, Mr. Pros-
pector. Bred by Gaines-Gentry Thoroughbreds, 
Pacelco SA and Chelston Ireland (Ky).

4th. $7,500. Maiden. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
(Owned & Trained In Virginia).

1. Maximize  L 149 Roberts
2. Bullet Dancer  L 149 McVicar 
3. True Blue Fingers  L 145 Mackenzie
4. Jimtown  L 154 Young 
5. Meshwaar  L 154 Ryan 
6. Zulla Road   154 Murphy

PU. Mighty Valdiar  L 152 Cockburn 
Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 3:48:4/5.
O: Gordie Keys. T: Bay Cockburn.
B. g. 7, Mighty-Bridle Beauty, Mt. Livermore. 
Bred by Ginger Parker & Charles Baldree Jr. (Fla).

6th. $7,500. F&M mdn. cl. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Scandalizer  L 144 Roberts 
2. Farah T Salute  L 147 Aizpuru
3. Lonesome Nun  L 151 Petty
4. Bedrock Belle  L 147 Boucher
5. Teak  L 151 Geraghty 
6. Class Miner  L 143 Dalton
7. Bobbin’ Forgold  L 141 Young 
8. Peace Proposal  L 147 Hodsdon
PU. Xoxoxo  L 154 Carter 
PU. Wake Robin  L 142 McVicar 
PU. Talang  L 147 Murphy 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:46:2/5.
O: Peter Hitchen. T: Dot Smithwick.
B. m. 7, Hay Halo-Warren Place, Eminency. 
Bred by Peter Hitchen (Md).

7th. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3 miles.
NW $9,000 once in 2008-09. Amateur jockeys.
1. I’m Telling  L 170 Roberts 
2. Dr. Ramsey  L 180 Gillam 
3. Fieldview  L 170 Santoro 
LR. Incaseyouraminer  L 180 Swope 
Mgn: 46 1/2. Time: 6:09:2/5.
O/T: Bay Cockburn.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 8, Linkage-Don’t Tell Ma, Ga Hai. 
Bred by Bay Cockburn (Md).
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The Virginia Fall weekend continued 
Sunday with another full card, includ-
ing the first glimpse at this year’s 3-year-
old crop.

Fourteen freshmen lined up for start-
er Graham Alcock. After 2 1/8 miles, 
one stood out. Meda Cahaba Stable’s 
Class Classic, trained by Lilith Boucher 
and ridden by her husband Richard, ac-
celerated like a fresh horse between the 
last two hurdles, flew the last and held 
off Parker’s Project and Fleeting Thun-
der to win by a 1 1/2 lengths.

One of three horses in the race (four 
on the card) to run without Lasix, Class 
Classic followed his half-brother, Class 
Real Rock, as a winning 3-year-old 
from the Bouchers and Mignon Smith’s 
Meda Cahaba Stable. The homebred 
learned to jump in Camden as a year-
ling, made four starts on the flat this 
summer including a second at Laurel 
against $25,000 maiden claimers, and 
was more than ready for his debut.

“He could have run over hurdles at 
Colonial this summer,” Richard Bouch-
er said. “He pulled my arms out the 
whole way, ‘let me go, let me go.’ When 

you ask, he goes.”
Lilith Boucher knew the son of 

Brahms was ready.
“We were always waiting with him,” 

Lilith Boucher said. “We didn’t make the 
mistake with him that we did with some 
of the others, he was second and third 
on the flat, but we didn’t over-run him. 
We get the yearlings and jump them, 
we like to give them something to think 
about, all Mignon’s horses can jump. 
I don’t think we’ve ever had one that 
couldn’t jump. Real Rock we tried too 
much on the flat, he ran as a 2-year-old, 
he showed a lot of speed, this horse cut 
his shin on a fence so that was that.”

Class Classic has a nasty scar on 
his front shin. He also has a win over 
jumps.

• Teddy Mulligan laughed when 
asked about Brands Hatch’s back-
ground.

“He’s got a long story,” the trainer 
said after winning the maiden with the 
son of A.P. Indy.

Purchased for $775,000 at Keeneland 
in 2002, Brands Hatch made the first 
eight starts of his career for Darley and 
Eoin Harty in California, winning once. 
After running fourth in a Bay Meadows 
allowance in October 2004 he went to 
Jimmy Day’s barn and ran at Charles 
Town that December.

Brands Hatch made 13 flat starts 
and tried the jumps once, finishing 
fifth to Cradle Will Rock in a Morven 
Park maiden in 2005. Not seen for a 
sanctioned start from January, 2006 
to Foxfield, 2009, Brands Hatch spent 

time in the hunt field and in a field (lit-
erally) before finding his way to Mul-
ligan’s barn. He tried him over timber 
at Piedmont and then went back to the 
hurdles. Karen Eyles made an offer to 
buy him at a cocktail party and she got 
her first win over jumps when he held 
off a fast-closing Civil’s Hello (Liam 
McVicar), who had refused to start in 
his last two flat starts and Multie Col-
ored (Carl Rafter).

“A year ago he was eating off round 
bales with a bunch of cows in Clarke 

Douglas Lees
Class Classic (right) leads Parker’s Project in the maiden 3-year-old hurdle Sunday.

New class
Mede Cahaba 3-year-old shines;
Roberts triples on second day

BY SEAN CLANCY vIRGINIA FAll RAceS
Sunday, October 4

See virginia Fall page 17 
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County. He nearly died, his owner died, 
tried to make him a cow pony,” Mul-
ligan said. “I hunted him all the time, 
he’s my favorite horse in the barn. I was 
riding him at Jimmy’s when he was 3, 
I loved him then, he catches your eye, 
he lives out with the pony. He’s got so 
much stuff about him – look at him, you 
can see why he cost a lot of money. He 
finally broke his maiden at 8 years old, 
he always had interruptions, nothing he 
did, just people had their fallings out. 
I’m glad he’s back.”

Mulligan, 26, enjoyed a productive 
seven days, winning with Eamonn at 
Foxfield and Brands Hatch at Virginia 
Fall. 

“I was going to be a jockey but I hurt 
my knee,” Mulligan said. “I like this 
better. I like taking care of them.”

• Locals day continued when Maxi-
mize scored in the maiden hurdle, re-
stricted to horses owned and trained 
in Virginia, for Gordie Keys and Bay 
Cockburn. Ridden by Jacob Roberts, 
Maximize rated just off Jimtown before 
taking over as the field went down the 
hill the final time. Maximize flew the 
fourth-last, forcing Jimtown to make 
a mistake and then kept running and 
jumping to win by 4 1/2 lengths over 
Bullet Dancer (Liam McVicar) and first-
time starter True Blue Fingers (Roddy 
Mackenzie) who rallied for third.

“He’s easy to train, he’s got an old 
front leg, so I just charged him up a cou-
ple of hills. We ran him on the grass this 
spring, then Simon Hobson had him 
and got him jumping,” Cockburn said. 
“He’s hard to hold, hard to steer. He’s 
just a runaway, Jacob is a good rider, 
he knows what he’s doing galloping a 
horse. Jacob had been holding him in 
behind, once he got across the top, he 
said bye-bye, he couldn’t hold him any 
more. He jumps like a real hurdler, he’s 
quick, doesn’t lose any ground. He’s 
a joy to train because he enjoys train-
ing.”

Maximize entered with a 2-for-44 ca-
reer record on the flat. The 7-year-old 
son of Mighty ran four times from June 
6 to July 19 at Colonial Downs, picking 
up two seconds, a fourth and a sixth.

“I rode him in his first start, thought 
he was going to go really well. He ran 
out. Hard, hard to ride,” Roberts said. 
“When he loses it and switches on, 
you’re gone, nothing you can do about 
it. I was really disappointed, we changed 
the bit and he galloped by 15 at (Blue 
Ridge Point-to-Point) the other day. 
He’s a little one-sided, he gets strong, 
but he’s shutting off a little longer every 
time he runs. When he switched on to-
day, it was game over.”

• Middleburg trainer Dot Smithwick 
upset the filly and mare maiden claimer 
when Peter Hitchen’s Scandalizer scored 
by three-quarters of a length over Farah 
T Salute (Xavier Aizpuru) and Lone-
some Nun (Jody Petty). Roberts nearly 
lost the partnership early but managed 
to stay aboard when the mare made 
a mistake at the second fence. On the 
second circuit, first-time starter Teak 
streaked to the lead but was spent when 
the field jumped the last.

Scandalizer, one of three in the field 
of 11 who had run over jumps, stuck 

Virginia Fall –
 Continued from page 16
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Douglas Lees
Scandalizer (right) shows the way in the filly/mare maiden claimer, one of three wins on the day for jockey Jacob Roberts.

See virginia Fall page 18 
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it out to win her first career race.  She 
prepped for Virginia Fall with a third at 
Thornton Hill Point-to-Point Sept. 12.

“Two-and-an-eighth usually seems a 
bit too long for her so I thought, ‘Oh, 
she’s done.’ Then all of a sudden, she was 
back,” Hitchen said. “We kept saying 
she would step up and she did today.”

The first and only foal out of Anne 
Finney’s steeplechase mare Warren 
Place, Scandalizer traces a long line of 
jumping through her pedigree.

“The granddam, Wine Scandal, beat 
the boys at Saratoga and Warren Place 
won more sanctioned timber races than 
any horse in ’97,” Anne Finney said. 
“We’re thrilled, we never expected that.”

• Roberts picked up his third victory 
on the card when I’m Telling domi-
nated a four-horse field in the amateur 
highweight timber. On paper, the race 
attracted two speed horses, but that 
matchup proved short lived as Sha-
wan Downs winner Incaseyouraminer 
ducked inside a beacon passing the 
stands the first time. I’m Telling was in 
control at that point and kept it going 
with simplistic ease. 

Owned and trained by Cockburn, 
the winner waltzed across the line, 46 
lengths in front of 15-year-old Dr. Ram-
sey who snuck past Fieldview in the fi-
nal strides.

“No contest,” Cockburn said. “I 
wanted him to have an easy race. He 
goes off in front, I never had a jockey 
who could give him a breather, Jacob 

gives him a breather. He knows the 
horse, he won a couple of point-to-
points this spring.”

Now 8, the son of Linkage has been 
in Cockburn’s life a long time.

“I bred him, he was born at 7 o’clock 
outside the kitchen window,” Cockburn 
said. “My mare I used to hunt gave birth 
to him in the paddock.”

Roberts guided I’m Telling to two 
point-to-points wins this spring, taking 
the maiden timber at Piedmont and the 
open timber at Fairfax. The victory put 
away an 0-for-8 sanctioned career that 
dated back to his debut at Virginia Fall 
in 2005.

“That’s him. I’ve won on him three 
times,” Roberts said. “Once he gets the 
first three out of the way and you can 
take a pull, then he’ll come back and sit 
second or do whatever you want.”

Virginia Fall –
 Continued from page 17

Douglas Lees
Brands Hatch (right) leads Piney Mountain early in Sunday’s maiden hurdle.

Douglas Lees
Maximize heads toward a win Sunday.
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Foxfield Races
Charlottesville, Va. Sunday, Sept. 27. Turf: Firm.

1st. $10,000. Mdn. cl. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. hurdle

1. Eamonn  L 152  Murphy 
2. It’s A G Man  L 148  Boucher 
3. What A Warrior  L 151  Roberts
4. Cup Half Full       152  Dalton 
5. Johann Star  L 151  Haynes 
6. Moto Cat  L 152  Young 
7. High Favor  L 141  Chalfin 
LR. Beech Cay  L 152  Walsh 
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 4:19. 
O: WFC Stable. T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B or Br. g. 7, Awad-High Schemes, High 
Echelon. Bred by Dean Schneider (Md).

2nd. Training flat. 1-1/16 miles.
1. Steppenwolfer  L 155  Petty
2. Sky Count  L 150  McVicar 
3. Lear Heights  L 155  Roberts 
4. Chess Board (GB)  L 155  Young 
5. The Editor  L 155  Murphy 
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 1:58:2/5. 
O: Polaris Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
Gr./Ro. g. 6, Aptitude-Wolfer, Wolf Power (SAf). 
Bred by Nursery Place and Partners (Ky).

4th. $15,000. Open clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Pals Pride  L 150  Dalton 
*2. Humdinger  L 153  McVicar 
3. One Sea  L 145  Mackenzie 
4. Eagle Beagle  L 158  Petty 
5. Swimming River  L 142  Watts 
6. Ponce (NZ)  L 140  Garner 

7. What A Prize (NZ)  L 146  Young 
PU. In Pursuit Of Love  L 138  Chalfin 
PU. Bethpage Black  L 133  Walsh 
* Claimed by Michael Smith; Diana McClure, 
trainer for $15,000.
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 4:13:1/5.
O/T: Kevin Pallister.
B. g. 10, Rock Point-Joli Princess, Lejoli. 
Bred by Kevin Pallister (NC).

5th. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Devil’s Preacher  L 154  Ryan 
2. Class Century  138  Boucher 
3. Otappaz  L 154  Rafter 
4. Global Genius (Ire)  L 154  Walsh 
F. Fleeting Thunder  L 138  Young 
LR. Old Man Buck  L 145  Roberts
LR. Brands Hatch  L 154  Murphy 
PU. Regality  L 154  Carter 
PU. Derek The Great  L 149  Mackenzie 
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 4:16:4/5. 
O: Gregg Ryan. T: Julie Gomena.
B. g. 6, Pulpit-All The Crown, Chief’s Crown. 
Bred by Twin Hopes Farm (Ky).

6th. Amateur training flat. 2 miles.
1. Rainbows For Luck  L 168  Garner
2. Won Wild Bird  165  W. Haynes 
3. Junood  168  Washer 
4. Ouagadougou  L 168  Hinchion
5. Liverpool Gloves  L 168  Dunning
6. Pan Adam       168  Harris 
Mgn: 5. Time: 3:28:4/5. 
O: Greg Bentley. T: Paul Rowland.
B. g. 8, Benny The Dip, Rainbow’s Classic, Re-
gal Classic. Bred by Sam-Son Farm (Ont.)

Webster’s defines difficult as “not easy; requiring 
much effort and trouble.” 

The amended version might also add “see Devil’s 
Preacher.”

As talented as the 6-year-old son of Pulpit is, acco-
lades aren’t usually the first things his connections use 
to describe him.

“He’s not a ride for an amateur, that’s for sure,” 
amateur owner/rider Gregg Ryan insists. “I can re-
member him as a 2-year-old rearing up and rattling 
the entire starting gate.”

Trainer Julie Gomena adds “He’s just not a loving 
horse. He can buck like no one I’ve ever seen. He’s 
really got a mind of his own and it’s a constant chal-
lenge, but at least he can run.”

And jump. 
Devil’s Preacher made his hurdle debut at Foxfield 

Sept. 27 and was up late to score by 1 1/2 lengths over 
Class Century (Richard Boucher) and Otappaz (Carl 

Rafter) in the Charlottesville, Va. meet’s feature.
Ryan settled Devil’s Preacher in midpack early in 

the field of nine while Otappaz made the running. 
Devil’s Preacher led the second flight that included 
respected runners Global Genius, Class Century and 
Old Man Buck, flat trainer Ken McPeek’s first starter 
over hurdles.

Otappaz led into the stretch with Devil’s Preacher, 
Class Century and Old Man Buck all rallying into the 

fray. Old Man Buck was going sweetly when he lost 
Jacob Roberts at the last, but Devil’s Preacher was 
making his own sustained run. He swept past Otappaz 
and held off Class Century comfortably for the win. 
Devil’s Preacher covered the 2 1/8 miles in 4:16.80.

“He was so powerful out there that he almost 
dropped me at the second going up the hill,” Ryan 
said. “But when we came around the second time I 

Holy
Roller

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Devil’s Preacher (right) outjumps Old Man Buck at the last fence in Foxfield’s maiden hurdle.
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knew I was on a monster and was full 
of confidence. I just tried to keep him 
a few lengths behind and not move too 
early because I knew he’d have a big 
stretch run.”

Ryan exercises horses in the morning 
for flat trainer George Weaver through-
out the year in Saratoga and has used 
that connection to purchase Belknap 
County and Dynantonia, among others. 
Devil’s Preacher, his latest acquisition, 
may be the best of the bunch.

He made 19 starts on the flat and 
earned a shade under $250,000. Among 
his four wins was the off-the-turf Grade 
II W.L. McKnight at Calder in Decem-
ber 2006, which followed graded plac-
ings in two turf stakes. Devil’s Preach-
er scored in his last race on the flat, a 
claimer at Gulfstream Park in March 
2008 and Ryan bought him shortly 
thereafter. 

Sent to Gomena, the feisty gelding 
prepared for a hurdle career this spring. 
At his speed. 

“He’s so smart that when we first 
tried schooling him he just didn’t want 
to do it. ‘No, I don’t think so, this isn’t 
for me.’ ” Gomena said. “Prior to the 
point-to-point at Marlborough this 
spring, it got so bad that we could bare-
ly get on him. Something was bothering 
him pretty bad, maybe his back. Finally 
I said to Gregg ‘If I can’t get on this 
horse in the next few days then we can’t 
go racing this weekend.’ ”

Devil’s Preacher came around and 
made it to Marlborough in early April 
and checked in third under Carl Rafter. 
Nursing some cracked ribs at the time, 
Ryan got a feel for Devil’s Preacher at 
Potomac a month later, where they were 
third. Gomena was satisfied with Devil’s 
Preacher’s progress but with the spring 
season almost over she was happy to let 
him simmer over the summer.

“Gregg was interested in Colonial 
Downs or the Open House at Saratoga 
but I just thought that this is not a horse 
that you want to take back to the flat 
track,” Gomena said. “After some time 
away from the flat he’d gotten better 
and is quieter, but was still  a constant 
work in progress and something we just 
had to take day by day.”

Gomena spoke to Weaver and his 
wife Cindy to get some key insight 
about Devil’s Preacher. 

“They mentioned that he needs a reg-
ular rider, which was Cindy, so it seems 
like he likes women,” Gomena said. 
“They said he likes to make that con-
nection with someone so now he’s my 
main ride. I talked to her again prior to 

Foxfield and she said he always went to 
the track with a pony so that’s what we 
did this week. We’ve done a lot of work 
with him, from the round pen to lead-
ing him with a pony and it seems to be 
paying off.”

• Pals Pride, War Emblem, Farda 
Amiga. The Kentucky Derby winner and 
the Alabama winner aren’t horses you’d 
expect to be grouped with Kevin Pallis-
ter’s homebred. But dig a bit deeper and 
you’ll find the trio were the champions 
of their respective divisions – in 2002.

While War Emblem has proved in-
effective at stud and Farda Amiga has 
gone on to become a successful brood-
mare, Pals Pride continues to draw on 
a bottomless tank of gas. Now 10, the 
son of Rock Point won for the second 
time in three 2009 starts when he took 
a $15,000 open claimer over a solid 
group. 

The defection of confirmed front-run-
ner Mark The Shark left Pals Pride with 
a tactical advantage over his eight rivals 
and Bernie Dalton put it to good use. 
He sent Pals Pride to the front, doled 
out the tempo through a measured pace 
and scooted clear late to defeat Hum-
dinger (Liam McVicar) and One Sea 
(Roddy Mackenzie). The final time for 
the 2 1/8 miles was 4:13.20.

Pallister was confident in Pals Pride’s 
chances, but wasn’t complaining 
when he heard Mark The Shark was 
scratched. 

“I was glad to see him come out be-
cause I knew he was a horse that wants 
to run on the lead and it could have 
compromised our chances,” Pallister 
said. “Still, you can’t take anything 
away from him, even without Mark 
The Shark. When you beat Humdinger, 
Eagle Beagle, Swimming River, that’s a 
good group of claimers right there. Pals 
Pride just keeps going. We’ve battled 
some issues with him over time but 
when he’s right he goes out and runs his 
race, just like he’s been doing since he 
was 3 years old.”

Pals Pride might be well removed 
from his 2002 championship campaign, 
when he took the Gladstone at Far Hills, 
but he’s not exactly slowing down at 10. 
He opened 2009 with a good fourth be-
hind Mixed Up and Preemptive Strike 
in the Imperial Cup in March and then 
took a Block House claimer a month 
later. Pallister brought him back at Fox-
field and admitted after the victory that’s 
he’s thinking bigger than claimers.

“All these big name horses out there 
just take turns beating each other, so 
who knows, maybe it’s his time?” Pal-
lister said. “He’s in good form and likes 
to run on the front end, so I might take 
a look at one of the bigger races this 

fall. All these horses seem to be falling 
off and we just keep on going, so we 
might be able to catch some of them at 
the right time.”

• Teddy Mulligan trains seven horses 
“over the mountain” in Millwood, Va. 
Ask him, and he’ll quickly tell you he 
wants more horses and more owners. 
WFC Stable’s Eamonn volunteered to 
help the cause after taking his hurdle 
debut in the $10,000 maiden claimer.

Eamonn (Jeff Murphy) settled in 
sixth as Beech Cay and It’s A G Man 
set the pace, began a wide move toward 
the leaders after the ninth fence, took 
charge prior to the 11th and drew off to 
win by 3 1/2 length over It’s A G Man 

(Boucher) and What A Warrior (Jacob 
Roberts). Eamonn covered the 2 1/8 
miles in 4:19.

The 7-year-old son of Awad won 
twice from 23 starts on the flat for train-
er Patrick Nuesch, shuttling from Colo-
nial Downs and Charles Town through-
out his career. Highlights included a 
maiden-claiming win on the main track 
and a turf score in June 2008. Mulligan 
stumbled upon Eamonn at Colonial 
Downs, liked what he saw and bought 
the horse as a hurdle prospect.   

“He’s the right type, by Awad, I liked 
that,” Mulligan said. “We worked on 
his jumping, we just jumped, jumped, 
jumped, jumped. He ran a huge race, he 
was so impressive.”

Post Time is 5 o’clock with replays through the evening
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HUNT VALLEY, Md. – Off since 
Radnor in May, the country’s best 
timber horses shook off the cobwebs 
and headed to Shawan Downs for the 
$25,000 Ski Roundtop Stakes Sept. 26.

The race attracted hickory timber ti-
tans Bubble Economy, division champi-
on in 2008 and 2004, and Irish Prince, 
the 2007 title winner.  The 10-year-olds 
accounted for the last two wins in the 
race – Irish Prince in 2007 and Bubble 
Economy in 2006 (2008 was a rain-
out). They came into 2009 with outside 
chances at the timber crown and aimed 
for a quick start.

If the screenplay called for a show-
down, nobody told Bon Caddo.

Winner of one NSA race, an amateur 
highweight timber in April, the 8-year-
old started the day cross-entered in the 
claimer. Owner Bruce Fenwick and 
trainer Dawn Williams opted against 
risking their horse and took on the stars 
in the stakes.

Smart move. Bon Caddo (Jacob Rob-
erts) rated kindly off a slow pace set by 
Twill Do, moved to third with a circuit 
to go, advanced to second on the back-
side and waited for the favorites. They 
arrived on the final turn, and brought 

Hot Springs with them. Bon Caddo led 
the quartet into the second-last, but felt 
pressure on all sides. 

“When Irish Prince came up on the 
outside of him, he stayed right with 
him,” said Roberts. “He got head and 
head with me, but my horse just kept 
on finding. He wasn’t going to let him 
get past.”

Irish Prince (Paddy Young) took 
another swing going to the last fence, 
where Bubble Economy fell while ral-
lying on the far outside. Bon Caddo 
shrugged them off and won by 2 1/2 
lengths with Irish Prince second and 
Hot Springs (Mark Watts) third. 

“He was on the bridle the whole way 
and I kept wondering whether when 
I cut him loose he would do what he 
felt like he was going to do,” said Rob-
erts. “He sure did. He could have been 
shocked by the company, but he wasn’t. 
Irish Prince looked him right in the eye 
and it got real tight on that side, real 
tight. My horse fought back and an-
swered the challenge.”

Also Shawan’s clerk of the course, 
Fenwick wasn’t sure it could happen 

based on the day’s first two races – 
which included fast paces, tired horses 
and sloppy jumping.

“Watching the first two races I just 
knew my horse would get exhausted, 
but everybody that’s ever ridden him 
has found more late in the race.” he 
said. “The horse is a good jumper and 
he doesn’t get tired. Bubble Economy 
can beat him, Irish Prince can beat him, 
a lot of them can beat him, but they 
didn’t today.”

Fenwick bought Bon Caddo from 

trainer Jonathan Sheppard two years 
ago and put him on the patient path 
with Williams. The son of Bon Point, 
winless in five hurdle starts for Shep-
pard, learned to jump timber, did some 
horse shows and made his point-to-
point debut this spring. Fenwick and 
Williams tested the NSA waters with 
a highweight timber win at the Grand 
National in April. 

The road to tougher company this fall 
began with some key training sessions.

Douglas Lees
Bon Caddo (left) flies the last with Irish Prince at Shawan Downs.

can do caddo
Newcomer knocks off champions
in the Ski Roundtop timber stakes

BY JOE CLANCY SHAWAN dOWNS
Saturday, September 26

See Shawan page 23 
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Shawan Downs
Hunt Valley, Md. Saturday, Sept. 26. Turf: Firm.

1st. $15,000 Mdn. timber. 3 miles.
1. Major Price L 160 Roberts 
2. G’day G’day L 165  Young 
3. Algezir  165  Murphy 
4. Native Mark  165  Watts 
5. Dig This Hoss L 160  Helders 
6. Yin Yang  L 165 Slater 
7. Wazee Moto  L 155 Williams 
F. Bold Turn  L 160 Boniface 
PU. Mattssutterrun  L 160 Santoro 
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 6:16. O/T: Alicia Murphy.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 8. Allen’s Prospect-Fast Plea-
sure, Fast Play. Bred by Sherry Rudolph (Md).

2nd. $10,000. Clm. timber. 3 miles.
$20,000-$15,000 clm. price

1. Kilbreena (Ire)  L 150  Slater
2. Skiperoo  L 155  Young 
3. Flying Contraption (Ire)  L 156  Roberts
4. Beseennotheard  L 145  Chalfin 
F. N J Devil  L 155  Watts 
LR. Big Bad Joe  L 142  Stettinius 
Mgn: 10 1/2. Time: 6:17:3/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Brianne Slater.
B. g. 6. Carroll House (Ire)-Simply Lucky (Ire), 
Simply Great (Fr). Bred by Eugene Power (Ire).

3rd. $25,000. Timber stakes. 3 miles. 
The Ski Roundtop Trophy. 

1. Bon Caddo    160  Roberts
2. Irish Prince (NZ)  L 160  Petty
3. Hot Springs  L 160  Watts 
4. Woodmont  L 155  Murphy 
5. Twill Do  L 160  Slater 
6. J. Alfred Prufrock   165  Somers
F. Bubble Economy  L 165  Santoro 
Mgn: 2 3/4. Time: 6:45:4/5.
O: Bruce Fenwick. T: Dawn Williams.
B. g. 8. Bon Point (GB)-Tactical Info, Tactical 
Advantage. Bred by Marablue Farm (Ont-C).

4th. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3 miles. 
Amateur Jockeys.

1. Incaseyouraminer  L 170  Swope 
2. Prospectors Strike  L 170  Batoff 
3. Haddix  L 180  Santoro 
4. Music To My Ears (Ire)  L 180  Hundt 
5. Inca Magic   170  Boniface 
6. Fieldview  L 170  Chalfin 
7. Antonio Star  L 170  Roberts 
8. Matinicus Rock  L 173  Mckenna 
PU. Shady Valley  L 180  R Haynes 
Mgn: 42 1/2. Time: 6:37:4/5. O/T: Ben Swope.
B. g. 8. In Case-Ran Chars Miner, Western 
Miner. Bred by Charles Frock (Md).

5th. Training flat. 1-3/8 miles. 
1. Kamante  L 155  Chalfin 
2. Hope For Us All  L 150  Boniface 
3. Delarun  L 155 Santoro 
4. Fifty Five  L 155  Roberts
5. Piney Mountain  L 155  Young 
6. Irish Embassy  L 155  Murphy 
7. Highland Township   155  Slater 
8. Patriot’s Path  L 155  Watts 
9. Mr. Hendry  L 155  Garner 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 2:31:2/5.
O: Barracuda Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 7. Lion Cavern-Anticipating Jade, Chief’s 
Crown. Bred by Helen Wickes (Ky).

6th. Training flat. 1-3/8 miles.
1. Boojwhacked  L 155  Roberts 
2. Master Salesman  L 150  Slater 
3. Ptarmigan  L 147  Garner 
4. Vine Hill  L 155  Murphy 
5. Lion’s Double  L 150  Young 
6. Sermonize  L 155  Watts 
7. Ticket Home  L 155  Chalfin 
8. Armed Brat   155  Dankanich 
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 2:31:1/5.
O: Lonesome Glory Stable. T: Blythe Miller Davies.
Ch. g. 4. Company Approval-As Good As It 
Gets, Allen’s Prospect. Bred by Travis Kinna-
mon (Pa).

“Jack Fisher let us come over and 
train on his Polytrack and with some of 
his good horses,” said Fenwick. “(Bon 
Caddo) had two long works with Mark 
The Shark and Swagger Stick and Seey-
ouattheevent. He held his own.”

• Roberts started his day with a 
$15,000 maiden timber win aboard 
Major Price for owner/trainer Alicia 
Murphy. The 8-year-old went right to 
the lead in the 3-mile test and thwarted 
any challenges to win by 3 1/2 lengths 
over G’Day G’Day (Young) and Algezir 
(Jeff Murphy). 

Despite the front-running tactics, 
Major Price relaxed sooner than in 
his races this spring and looked like a 
nearly finished project. He was simply 
a project for much of his two years-plus 
with Murphy. The lessons included lots 
of “saddle time,” two point-to-point 
hurdle starts in 2008 and the begin-
ning of some progress this spring at the 
Green Spring Point-to-Point on the Sha-
wan course.

“For two years I tried to give him 
away, he was nutso,” Murphy said with 
a laugh. “Suzanne Stettinius won the la-
dies race with him here this spring. He 
won, but it was pretty ugly. That’s what 
got him started.”

Roberts noticed a change since he 
rode the horse in the spring (a win at 
Middleburg Point-to-Point and a fourth 
at Radnor).

“He’s getting better,” said the jockey. 
“Going to the front is what he likes and 
if you try to do anything else he gets a 
little angry. But he’s doing it great now. 
He’s not dangerous.”

Murphy made her reputation with 
1990s hurdle/timber blazer Circuit 
Bar, who won 12 races and more than 
$230,000 while rarely trailing a horse.

“He does remind me of Circuit Bar; 
he’s actually a lot easier than Circuit Bar 
was,” said Murphy. “I like projects like 
this. He’s better than anything I’ve had 
for a while.”

• A rare timber claimer turned into 
a romp when Kilbreena saw out the 3 
miles better than the rest for Irv Naylor 
and trainer Brianne Slater.

The Irish import started out last as N 
J Devil and Big Bad Joe traded jabs on 
the lead. Four fences from the finish, N 
J Devil fell and Big Bad Joe lost Stettin-
ius with a mistake. Skiperoo (Young) in-
herited the lead, but couldn’t sustain his 
momentum in the stretch as Kilbreena 
(James Slater) rallied past to win by 10. 
Skiperoo held second with Flying Con-
traption (Roberts) a distant third.

A former assistant to Sanna Hen-
driks, Brianne Slater beamed while 
walking back to the barn afterward.

“He’s a sweet horse who tries hard 
and that’s half the battle in races like 
that,” she said. “It would have been 
easy to get discouraged, but he didn’t. 
He’s kind of tricky to train – he ties up 
and mentally he’s tough to deal with – 
but he’s been going well lately.”

Slater’s fledgling training career got 
a boost when Naylor bought Kilbreena 
from Dyson Dryden last year. 

“James had ridden him for Dyson, 
who told Irv that James got along with 
him,” said Brianne. “Irv called and 
asked us if we’d like to train him. We’re 
very lucky he sent him to us.”

• Owner/trainer/jockey Ben Swope 
let Incaseyouraminer ramble to the lead 
in the $5,000 amateur highweight tim-

ber and laughed to the finish line. In-
caseyouraminer at times led his eight 
rivals by more than a fence – really – 
and won by 42 lengths over Prospectors 
Strike (Justin Batoff) and Haddix (Billy 
Santoro).

“He likes to go out in front and I kept 
looking back and nobody was coming 
to me,” said Swope. “He was happy so 
I just let him go. He was going well and 
he likes it by himself. I gallop by myself 
all the time so he’s used to it.”

Swope trains at home in Taylorsville, 
Md. while working around his schedule 
as a blacksmith. Once an exercise rider for 
trainer Charlie Conaway, Swope returned 
to horses as a hobby a few years ago.

“I got into kayaking because I 
couldn’t afford horses – it’s just as dan-
gerous, but it’s cheaper,” he said. “I love 
riding, I love competing against these 
guys. I entered him for the maiden race, 
and he might have done OK there too 
but this was a better race for him.”

Shawan –
 Continued from page 22
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Douglas Lees
Incaseyouraminer controls the pace in the highweight amateur timber for Ben Swope.
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OCEANPORT, N.J. – Minutes removed from win-
ning the Metcalf Memorial Novice aboard Tricky Me 
at Monmouth Park Sept. 26, Willie Dowling let his 
thoughts wander.

“You get this horse to Far Hills, over that ground 
and that hilly course and then he’s really going to be 
at his best,” the jockey said. “He’s got that relentless 
gallop and long stride and that’s something that is key 
to winning at Far Hills.”

It doesn’t hurt at Monmouth either.
Sonny Via’s Tricky Me entered off a second in Sara-

toga’s Mickey Walsh Novice Aug. 20, well behind 
winner and heavy Metcalf favorite Left Unsaid. At 
Monmouth, Tricky Me broke on top and turned back 
a late challenge from Left Unsaid (Ross Geraghty) 
to take the $70,000 stakes. Nationbuilder (Danielle 
Hodsdon), third in the Walsh, finished in that position 
again. 

A solo journey was anything but a foregone conclu-
sion for the winner. The Walsh was the 4-year-old son 
of Unbridled’s Song’s fourth jump start, but the first 
time he made the running. With Nationbuilder and 
Dubai Sunday showing more initiative early in their 
previous races, Tricky Me figured to be forwardly 
placed but not a loose leader.

Dowling sent Tricky Me to the front as soon as Bar-
ry Watson dropped the flag and when Nationbuilder 
and Dubai Sunday chose to stalk, the early leader 
owned an important tactical advantage on a day when 
front-runners ruled. 

“It looked like if you got out front they didn’t stop 
so when they left me alone out there I was extremely 
happy,” he said. “I didn’t think we went that quick 
and he was able to settle down and get into a nice 
rhythm.”

Tricky Me held a measured lead over Nationbuild-
er, Dubai Sunday and Left Unsaid through the first 
mile, with no more than 5 lengths separating the field 
of eight. Dowling let it out a notch on the backstretch 
the final time as Tricky Me slipped away from Dubai 
Sunday and Nationbuilder. 

Left Unsaid made the first (and only) move, cutting 

into the lead and taking aim as the leader dragged the 
field to the far turn. Turning for home it looked like a 
replay of the Walsh, when Left Unsaid ran off with the 
win late. This time, Tricky Me was ready and resur-
gent, taking the last in stride and proving best in the 
stretch for a 2-length win.

“Left Unsaid caught me a little bit by surprise at 
Saratoga because I thought he was beat turning into 
the home straight so obviously today I knew where he 
was,” Dowling said. “I felt him coming to me turning 
for home but when I set my horse down he really dug 
in and was strong in that final run; he took the last and 
had plenty left.”

Tricky Me went winless in four starts on the flat 
for Alan Goldberg, but won his first start over hur-
dles at Nashville in May, taking what’s quite often the 

Me First

Tod Marks
Tricky Me shows the way over Left Unsaid late in the Metcalf Memorial, the feature at Monmouth Park.

Tricky Me denies
Left Unsaid in novice

BY BriAN NAdEAu

MONMOuTH pARk
Saturday, September 26

See monmouth page 25 

Beatrice Patterson, Susan W. Sensor, Laura T. Shull, Henry F. Stern, 
Adair B. Stifel, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, James H. Whitner IV

President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
Sam Slater

Honorary Chairman Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

...that the National Steeplechase 
Foundation has made grants to 
NSA race meets for course improvement 
and equipment? There are few things as 
important in steeplechase racing than 
the race courses themselves. Properly 
maintained courses lead to safer 
races, longer careers for horses, and 
better investments for owners. The 
Foundation encourages proactive 
course maintenance throughout the 
circuit.

Did you 
know

To
d 

M
ar

ks
 p

ho
to



Friday, October 16, 2009	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  25

Get Results
www.rjhracing.com

best maiden of the spring. He relished 
the soggy going that day but struggled 
in his next start at Penn National in 
July, checking in sixth. Trainer Jack 
Fisher pointed to Saratoga and Tricky 
Me progressed nicely; running fourth in 
the Jonathan Kiser July 30 prior to the 
Walsh run. Dowling has been aboard 
for every start and marveled at the pres-
ent-day version.

“He’s much more focused and pro-
fessional than the horse that won at the 
Iroquois. He jumped like a handicap 
horse today and he’s just getting better 
and better with more seasoning,” Dowl-
ing said. “When you break your maiden 
at Nashville it doesn’t matter what kind 
of ground you’re on, you did something 
pretty good. And now, for a 4-year-old 
to break his maiden at the Iroquois, run 
twice at Saratoga and then come here 
and win? That’s pretty impressive.”

• Richard Valentine wasn’t expecting 
Four Schools to win the Helen Haskell 
Sampson Memorial. The trainer’s ab-
sence (he was at Shawan Downs on 
the same day) at Monmouth hinted as 
much. His words to owner Jacqueline 
Ohrstrom did a bit more. 

“I told Mrs. Ohrstrom he probably 
wouldn’t win,” Valentine said. “I fig-
ured I’d give him a race before (a start 
at Far Hills or Great Meadow Oct. 17) 
and if he finished third or fourth, it 
would be a big run. 

Four Schools (Robbie Walsh) made 
all the running, turned away several 
challenges by favorite Slip Away and 
drew off late for a 1 1/2-length win in 
the $52,500 restricted stakes.

Slip Away looked to be the control-
ling speed, but when Geraghty seemed 
content to go along at a slow pace 
Walsh took the initiative and put Four 
Schools on the engine. The leaders drew 
off and over a tight-knit group of Three 
Carat, Swagger Stick, Lead Us Not and 
Best Attack.

Four Schools held a 2 1/2-length lead 
for much of the running while several 
paths off the rail. Down the backstretch 
that strategy allowed Slip Away to make 
repeated runs from the inside and as the 
cadence quickened turning for home 
they were 8 lengths clear of Three Car-
at. 

Slip Away looked certain to assert 
himself, but Four Schools hung tough 
to the last fence and drew off to an im-

probable victory. Three Carat (Hods-
don) rounded out the top three in a race 
that saw the field keep the same posi-
tions through the entire 2 miles.

“I don’t think they wanted to be in 
front on Slip Away and when I sensed 
that I just said ‘I might as well let him 
walk away and take it,’ ” Walsh said. 
“He was still a bit keen, especially 
with Ross being on me from the inside 
the whole time, but it was a little bet-
ter on the outside because it’s not as 
chewed up so I was happy. I got him a 
little breather down the backside and 
it helped him fill his lungs up a bit and 
save some for when I asked him to dig 
in after the last.”

Valentine claimed Four Schools for 
$20,000 in May 2008 at Fair Hill and 
immediately received dividends, win-
ning Colonial Downs’ Zeke Ferguson 
two starts later. In eight subsequent 
races the 7-year-old won once (this May 
at Great Meadow) and had chased Slip 
Away three times to no avail, including 
his last start when he left the course at 
the second-last after being in contention 
in the Ferguson July 12.

Instead of looking at the bad, Valen-
tine circled the good, took a page out of 
Allen Jerkens’ Hall of Fame manual and 
forged on to Monmouth. 

“I was worried he’d get run off his feet 
so we blew him out at Monmouth Satur-
day morning. All in all, he went about a 
mile, but (assistant) Laird George really 
let him run down the lane,” Valentine 
said. “Maybe that helped. I wanted to 
take the edge off him and sharpen him 
up a little too. I know that’s an oxymo-
ron, but he gets chancy with his jump-
ing when he’s too sharp and I thought 
maybe he’d back off a bit. I also knew 
he’d have to be ready to go 2 miles with 
Slip Away. I don’t know why he ran so 
well, other than he was training well 
and doing well. I’m as shocked as any-
body, but he shows up.”

• Irishman Ross Geraghty rushed to 
get to the United States, rushed to get 
acclimated to Tom Voss’ Maryland op-
eration and then rushed to his first race 
meet. No wonder he took the same ap-
proach when he got there. 

A week removed from coming to the 
U.S., the jockey wasted little time intro-
ducing himself when he won with his 
first mount, Dumbarton Farm’s home-
bred Easy Red, in a $30,000 maiden 
hurdle. 

Easy Red broke off in fourth as 
Birthday Beau and Ambersham sparred 
on the lead and Favored Murch, second 
choice Best Alibi and Strategic Vission 
settled in at the back of the seven-horse 
field. 

Easy Red rallied on the outside turn-
ing for home as Birthday Beau and Am-
bersham retreated. Strategic Vission 
(Jody Petty) rallied into contention on 
the inside late, but Easy Red held sway 
by a half-length. Ambersham (Dowling) 
battled on to finish third.

“I had schooled him earlier this week 
and knew he had that speed in him so I 
just hoped he would get the trip,” Ger-
aghty said. “He was very keen early on 
and was making up ground at every 
jump. I just wanted to get him out and 
switch him off and make sure he didn’t 
drift because he was pulling left a little 
bit. Once he relaxed I knew he would 
be fine.” 

Easy Red, a 7-year-old son of Charis-
matic, won four of 42 starts on the flat 
for Maryland horseman Jimmy Murphy, 

Monmouth –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Four Schools (left) fights off Slip Away in the co-feature.
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2nd. $30,000. F&M Flat. 1-1/2 miles. NSA starters.
1. Jellyberry  L 145 Mackenzie 5.40 3.00 2.20
2. Confined  L 145 Hodsdon   4.20 3.00
3. The Manner Born  L 145  Aizpuru    4.80

Exacta 2-5 $19.80. $1 Trifecta 2-5-6- $89.90
$1 Superfetca 2-5-6-4 $305.80

4. Miss Crown  L 140 Dalton
5. Dynaskill  L 145 Petty 
6. Gypsy Beads   140 Gillam 
7. Moon Dolly (GB)  L  150  Geraghty 
8. Peggys Run   150  Foley 
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 2:41:3/5. 
O: Sally Radcliffe. T: Bruce Miller.
Gr/Ro. m. 7. With Approval-Strawberry Angel, Red Attack
Bred by Estate of Walter Jeffords (Ky).

4th. $20,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
1. Amnicola  L  148  Petty 6.40 4.00  3.20 
2. Star For Tina  L  148  Aizpuru   5.80 5.40
3. Twinbucktu  L  146  Walsh    3.80

Exacta 8-2 $38.60. $1 Trifecta 8-2-5 $59.80
 $1 Superfecta 8-2-5-6 $220.00
4. Questioning  L  143  McVicar 
5. Delago Blitz (Aus) L  156  Dalton 
PU. Reveillon  L  148  Rafter
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 4:30:4/5. 
O: Gil Johnston. T: Todd Wyatt.
Dk. B. or Br. h. 5. Arch-Listen Missy, Green Dancer.
Bred by Hermitage Farm (Ky).

6th. $30,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. Easy Red  L  154  Geraghty 14.60 7.00 4.40 
2. Strategic Vission  L  148  Petty  6.40 4.00 
3. Ambersham  L  148  Dowling    5.40

Exacta 2-4 $81.60. $1 Trifecta 2-4-7 $324.10
 $1 Superfecta 2-4-7-1 $625.40
4. Best Alibi (Ire)   154  Walsh
5. Birthday Beau  L  143  Mackenzie 
6. Virginia Minstrel  L  154  Rafter 
PU. Murch  L  154  Aizpuru 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:36:1/5. 
O: Dumbarton Farm. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 7. Charismatic-Dreams Of Glory, Seattle Slew.
Bred by Dumbarton Farm (Md).

7th. $50,000. Hurdle stakes. Helen Haskell Sampson. 2 miles. 
NW $18,000 twice (other than) in 2008-2009 

1. Four Schools (Ire)  L  152  Walsh 31.20  9.40 3.20
2. Slip Away  L  152  Geraghty  3.20 2.80
3. Three Carat  L  144  Hodsdon   3.20

Exacta 1-2 $74.80. $1 Trifecta 1-2-4 $84.10
$1 Superfecta 1-2-4-3 $296.80

4. Swagger Stick  L  148  Dowling
5. Lead Us Not  L  148  Aizpuru
PU. Best Attack  L  156  Miller
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 3:51:1/5. 
O: Jacqueline Ohrstrom. T: Richard Valentine.
B. g. 7. Raise A Grand (Ire)-Haanem (GB), Mtoto (GB).
Bred by Teresa Bergin (Ire).

8th. $70,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. Metcalf Memorial. 2 1/4 miles. 
NW Prior To 6/1/08 Or NW 2

1. Tricky Me  L  144  Dowling 19.40 6.40 4.80
2. Left Unsaid  L  147  Geraghty   2.80 2.60
3. Nationbuilder  L  150  Hodsdon   3.80

Exacta 2-6 $48.40. $1 Trifecta 2-6-3 $64.10
$1 Superfecta 2-6-3-5 $191.40

4. Seer  L  153  Aizpuru
5. Dugan  L  150  Petty
6. Dubai Sunday (Jpn)  L  150 McVicar
7. Atrium  L  150 Walsh
8. Northern Bay  L  144  Rafter 
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:26:2/5. 
O: Sonny Via. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 4. Unbridled’s Song-Mystic Lady, Thunder Gulch. 
Bred by Lee Lewis (Ky).

9th. $30,000. Open flat. 1-1/2 miles. NSA starters.
1. Ground Frost  L  148  Geraghty  9.00 3.80 3.40
2. Dirge  L  153  Hodsdon   2.60 2.40
3. Nat Grew  L  148  Petty   5.40

Exacta 4-3 $19.60. $1 Trifecta 4-3-2 $68.10
$1 Superfecta 4-3-2-7 $413.40

4. Primero Peru   143  Dalton
5. Prep School  L  153  Aizpuru
6. Strathspey Kino (GB)  L  143  Dowling
7. Pierrot Lunaire  L  148  Miller
Mgn: 4. Time: 2:24:2/5. O: Alnoff Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 4. Aptitude-Summer Mist, Miswaki.
Bred by Juddmonte Farm (Ky).

Monmouth Park Results
Oceanport, NJ. Saturday, September 26. Turf: firm.

who passed away June 13. Voss took over shortly there-
after and put Easy Red on an advanced curriculum.

“I got him over the summer and we got him ready 
to run over hurdles in a hurry,” Voss said. “He’s shown 
in the mornings to be a quick horse in his training and 
schooling and he showed that today.”

With Voss’ summer rider Peter Buchanan returning 
to his English job, it left a vacant spot in arguably the 
most powerful outfit on the circuit. Enter Geraghty, 
who was briefed by Calvin McCormack about a po-
tential opening in the Voss barn. Just a short time later, 
the older brother to top jockey Barry Geraghty found 
himself Stateside.

“I came over just a week ago and it’s all happened 
quickly, so to get a win in my first ride is pretty special. 
You can’t ask for any more,” he said. “I’ve only been 
here a short time but everyone has been lovely and it’s 
a real privilege to be able to ride for Mr. Voss and a 
barn like this.”

Geraghty had his best European seasons earlier in 
the decade, when he won more than 10 races in three 
different seasons. He came to the U.S. confident. 

“I’ve ridden in over 2,000 races in the last nine 
years so I felt like I was ready to take on this challenge 
when I came over and so far it’s been great,” Geraghty 
said. “My first impressions here are that there’s some 
good horses. There’s not much difference between the 
ones back home. If anything, the horses here have a 
little more kick at the end of the race whereas the ones 
back home have a bit more stamina.”

• Humble, soft-spoken, reserved. All traits that can 
be used to describe Todd Wyatt. 

Talented, fast, well-prepared. All facts that describe 
his horses in 2009.

Quietly, Wyatt has put together a stellar season, 
further enhanced when Gil Johnston’s Amnicola took 

the $20,000 maiden claimer, the first hurdle race on 
the Monmouth card. The win was Wyatt’s fourth on 
the year, from just 14 starts.

Amnicola (Jody Petty), who made his hurdle debut 
at Saratoga’s Open House July 26, stalked the pace of 
Twinbucktu (Walsh), took charge leaving the final turn 
and won by a comfortable 2 1/4 lengths over Star For 
Tina (Aizpuru). Twinbucktu stayed for third.

The 5-year-old son of Arch improved vastly on his 
Open House run, when third (beaten 42 lengths) be-
hind Ground Frost in an open maiden. 

“That was a tough race and Ground Frost is a very 
nice horse,” Wyatt said. “But also that was a weird 
race too; horses went through the wings and he got 
a little rattled and then he displaced (his palate) go-
ing around the last turn. Excuses don’t add up to any-
thing, but he kind of fell off after that race, which tells 
me he really had a hard race.”

Purchased for $125,000 at Keeneland’s 2-year-old 
sale in 2006, Amnicola was slow to come around and 
didn’t make it to the races until March of his sopho-
more year. He raced seven times on the flat for John-
ston and Michael Matz, breaking his maiden on the 
dirt in his second start but battling injuries and failing 
to hit the board in his final five tries. 

Johnston sent Amnicola to Wyatt this spring to pre-
pare for a hurdle career.

“I don’t think Open House was too much too soon 
as much as it was the competition. The drop in class re-
ally helped and he ran a very relaxed race,” Wyatt said. 
“Luckily Mrs. Johnston let us be patient and luckily 
there weren’t any more hurdle races between Saratoga 
and now. I think the time off did him a lot of good. 
He’s had ability somewhere along the way and he’s very 
well-bred, so now he has something to build on.”  

Wyatt’s success has spread among three horses this 
year – Strawberry Hill winner Most Bossest, Penn Na-
tional maiden and Saratoga stakes winner You The 
Man and now Amnicola. Training for one of the lead-
ers in the sport like Johnston isn’t lost on Wyatt.

“This is my only horse that I have for her and she’s 
a big player, so it means a lot to me to train a horse for 
Mrs. Johnston and to win one,” Wyatt said. “I’ve been 
very lucky with the owners that I’ve gotten and when 
you do well for someone like her it doesn’t hurt. It was 
a big purse and everyone likes the winner’s circle so it’s 
working out.”

• There were also a pair of $30,000 flat races at 1 
1/2 miles for hurdle horses. The first, for fillies/mares, 
went to Sally Radcliffe’s Jellyberry (Roderick Mack-
enzie), who stalked favored Moon Dolly before tak-
ing over turning for home and coasting to a 3 1/2-
length win over Confined (Hodsdon) and The Manner 
Born (Xavier Aizpuru). Geraghty and Voss took the 
second flat race with Alnoff Stable’s Ground Frost, 
who trailed in last before blowing past heavily favored 
Dirge (Hodsdon) and running off to a 4-length win. 
Nat Grew (Petty) was third.

Monmouth –
 Continued from page 25

Tod Marks
Amnicola heads for the finish in the maiden claiming hurdle at Monmouth Park.

Tod Marks
Jellyberry strides toward the finish in her flat win.
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Agador Spartacus Stable ...... Wendi Graham
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Left Unsaid ........................................... $77,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $368,257
Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Left Unsaid ........................................... $77,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $353,785
Don’t Know ........................... Jack McVey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
............................................ $319,195

Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Left Unsaid ........................................... $77,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Dark Equation ...................................... $15,036
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $306,631
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Moon Dolly .......................................... $35,100
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Rubicon ................................................. $9,000
............................................ $301,657
Young Racing .......................Leslie Young
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $48,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $301,157

Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $296,657
Ramp Creek ....................Kathleen Morrow
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Tricky Me ............................................. $74,000
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Look At Him .................................................. $0
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $295,995
Screaming Tabby Stables .. Wallace Greenhalgh
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $49,197
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Dugan .................................................. $16,100
Won Wild Bird ............................................... $0
............................................ $293,892
Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $293,595
Champagne Taste, Beer Money ...Lisa McLane
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $291,657
Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $290,057

PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $290,057
Jimbo Stable ......................... Joe Clancy
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Left Unsaid ........................................... $77,700
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
Torino Luge ................................................... $0
............................................ $289,995
Rolling Thunder .......................Bob Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $277,007
MVP Stable ........................ Ernie Moulos
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $21,450
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $275,995
Flag is Up Farm ....................Tiffany Webb
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
G’day G’day ............................................ $9,550
............................................ $275,707
Irunforshoes Stable ............. Diana Rowland
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
............................................ $273,807

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the whip tavern

Still Winning Races
We have a new leader. It took a little while, but Wendi Graham finally wore down Matt McCarron 

and surged clear, thanks in no small part to former timber champion Irish Prince’s win at Genesee 
Valley. Graham, the wife of NSA trainer Eddie Graham, heads to the pivotal Far Hills/International 
Gold Cup weekend with a solid lead of $14,472 over McCarron and an even bigger gap to the rest 
of the field. We smell a bloodstock job somewhere down the line. Graham’s stable, part of the top 
30 are listed below. On a bookkeeping note, McCarron receives a $50 gift certificate to ST publish-
ing or any advertiser for the leading the proceedings at the end of September. 

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

GO WITH A WINNER
Steeplechase superstar 
McDynamo

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net
610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and a collection of flat winners 
at some of the country’s top racetracks. 

J

Tod Marks
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Lost Springs Ranch ..................Jann Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
............................................ $273,807
Rainbow Star Stables ............Roxann Teller
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Dugan .................................................. $16,100
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $273,657
Bad Morning Pants .............. Jason Mackey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $23,950
It’s My Choice ...................................... $17,200
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $273,207
Dunwerkin Farm .....................Mike Santo
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
Organizer ............................................... $1,000
............................................ $272,485
FRA’s Jumper Fantasy.......... Allan Newstadt
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Dugan .................................................. $16,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $268,095
Mets Mania ........................ Brian Nadeau
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $32,100
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Dugan .................................................. $16,100
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $267,695
I’m Foaling in June Stable ... Jessica Schwab
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Dugan .................................................. $16,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $267,495
5 by 5 stables ....................... Sarah Maggi
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
Move West .................................................... $0
............................................ $266,495
Lucy’s Lungin’ Leapers .......... Lucy Seginak
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Mabou .................................................. $15,000
Orison .................................................... $7,650
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $265,735
Upper East Side Racing ......Paul Wasserman
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Moon Dolly .......................................... $35,100
Swagger Stick ...................................... $20,100
Delta Park .............................................. $7,750
Commodore Bob ........................................... $0
............................................ $259,445
Bossy Boots .................... Faith Hutchinson
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Dark Equation ...................................... $15,036
Askim ................................................... $13,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $259,131
What A Farm ......................... Clyde Beam
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $257,595
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TimES EdiTOriAL

Betting on
betting to win

Let’s play word association, Far Hills style. Say a 
word or phrase like a question, then put down the first 
thing you think of as a response. No thinking. Quick 
as you can.

Ready? Go.

Far Hills? Rain.
Samuel K. Martin? Ohwhata Chief.
First down the back? Better get it.
Last down the back? McDynamo.
Point of the stretch? Don’t poke.
Fistfight? Jack and Rusty.
Stuffed Fox? Tailgate parties.
McDynamo? Five in a row.
Traffic? Arrive early, leave late.
The Murdocks? Class.
Three-year-old race? Addinson.
Straw bales? Sold every year.
Cocktail party on hill? Cold.
Jockeys? Gregg Morris (Heart Of The Desert) and 

Ricky Hendriks (Local Kid).
New Jersey Hunt Cup? Mod Man and Christmas.
Train? Crowds.
Paddock Passes? In demand.
Willie’s Taverne? ST’s personal will call.
State Troopers? Don’t drink and drive.
Infield? Eddie Kittari (Sean’s frat brother).
Celebrity (human)? Christie Whitman.
Celebrity (equine)? McDynamo.

Mud? McDynamo, Rowdy Irishman.
Jocks’ Room? Moved.
Falls? All Gong, Yellowroad, Three Carat.
Filly/Mare? Guelph, Feeling So Pretty.
Controversy? Najjm and Lord Zada.
Disqualification? Preemptive Strike, Circuit Bar.
Domination? McDynamo.
Flat race? Morris Dixon.
Essex? Old school.
Jerry Fishback? Cafe Prince.
Jeremy Church? Whetstone.
Wilmerding Memorial Cup? The what? Bet you 

didn’t know it was the original name of the Samuel 
K. Martin (the meet’s longtime hurdle feature) which 
eventually became the Grand National which eventual-
ly became the Breeders’ Cup which eventually became 
the Grand National.

Harry E. Harris? It’s back and who was he?
Pony race? Slipped saddles.
Volunteer? Natalie Gallagher.
Photography? Skip Dickstein (new school), Mr. 

Freudy (old school).

Rapid Fire
Tod Marks

Sometimes you feel like a nut. A squirrel packs his picnic for Far Hills.

Flat trainer Rick Violette has seen a lot of rac-
ing and visited a lot of racetracks. In any conver-
sation about the best he’s ever seen, he always 
mentions the day he was at Far Hills in 2001. A 
month after September 11.

Tony Bentley launched into the second verse 
of the National Anthem when the public address 
system went out. Suddenly, there was Bentley’s 
faint voice but mostly silence. The crowd hesi-
tated, rumbled and then joined together to sing 
one of the best renditions ever sung.

That’s Far Hills for you. 
The sport’s quintessential meet has weathered 

a national tragedy, countless natural disasters 
(rain, rain, rain) and has overcome an economic 
crisis this year. Purses – not to mention salaries, 
budgets and bonuses – are being cut across the 
board this year – not at Far Hills. The six-race 
card offers $550,000 in purse money, divvied be-
tween the best hurdle horses in all divisions, and 
trumpets a new era in American steeplechasing. 

Far Hills’ Guy Torsilieri has been talking about 
legal gambling for years. NSA’s Lou Raffetto has 
been talking about it since he took the job as 
CEO last year. Saturday, it comes to fruition for 
both men and the sport. 

It can only help.
Pari-mutuel wagering is the most logical way 

for steeplechasing to grow. Wagering fuels flat 
racing’s purses. Race-meet sponsorship and ticket 
sales fuel steeplechasing’s purses and that revenue 
won’t grow rapidly. It also depends on numerous 
outside forces (see economy). 

NSA revenue comes mainly from entry fees 
charged to owners. In the same vein, that income 
source is limited and ultimately taxes owners. 

Revenue from wagering should go toward in-
creasing purses and/or decreasing entry fees.

Officially, Steeplechase Times endorses pari-
mutuel wagering on jump racing (fact is we have 
three staff members who are itching to put money 
down) and applauds the NSA and Far Hills for 
making it happen.

There are questions and concerns. 
What will be the division of revenue generated 

by pari-mutuel wagering? What percentage goes 
to the horsemen, to the race meet, to the NSA? 
Yes, we’re in the crawling stages but it’s better to 
know early than regret later. 

Horsemen and the NSA will need to raise the 
bar if they expect bettors to bet with confidence. 
We can’t afford to lose betting interests because of 
missing registration papers, jockeys unable to do 
the weight, licensing problems and other routine 
rule infractions that have happened in the past. 

The NSA needs to ensure that proper informa-
tion is being presented to the bettors. Many times 
restricted stakes aren’t listed as restricted stakes 
and appear as open stakes, steeplechase insiders 
know Swagger Stick was beating novices at Far 
Hills last year but it doesn’t say so on his chart. 
Do bettors know this? In the published charts 
from the Racing Form, Humdinger isn’t listed as 
claimed at Foxfield. Steppenwolfer’s training flat 
race doesn’t appear on his form for Saturday. The 
2006 Kentucky Derby starter is also listed as a 
horse, when steeplechasing knows he’s a gelding. 
If the sport wants to attract bettors, it must pro-
vide accurate information.

Put that for the to-do list, we love it. See you 
at the windows. See outSide page 31 

Memories fly when topic turns to Far Hills 

Over The Rails
By Joe and Sean Clancy
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1994? Warm Spell (Joe), Major Re-
ward (Sean).

Breeders’ Cup? Purple jackets, High-
land Bud.

2001? National Anthem.
Betting? The guy on the hill with the 

chips and the pipes (he later turned to a 
computer).

Food? Chili. 
Sadness? Yellowroad, Simonov, Marc 

Torsilieri.
Last fence? Over.
Sunshine? Wishful thinking.
John von Stade? Legacy.
Guy Torsilieri? Get it done.
Helicopters? Desperation.
Gerald Oxley? Mud.

Best race? Lonesome Glory’s novice.
The back way? Right or left? 
Reason to get home? Baseball playoff 

games.
Duel? Approaching Squall and Hud-

son Bay.
Front-runner? Flat Top.
Disappointment? Zaccio in 1981.
Stewards? Hands full.
Best ride? Chuck Lawrence on Warm 

Spell in 1994.
Changes? Saddling in the barn, mov-

ing the jocks’ tent, stone dust road 
around the edge.

Bruce Haynes? Rowdy Irishman.
Hillside? Tension.
Footwear? Boots.
Umbrella? Pack it, but probably use-

less.
Football? Infield, long bomb.
Party Airs? Sideways. Rutgers fans 

on his side.

Ginz? Where have you gone?
Tom Voss? Malagash.
Jonathan Sheppard? Ninepins.
Leaves? Changing.
Somerset Medical Center? The per-

fect relationship.
Manhattan? The Hunt.
Hoboken? Transfer.
Alcohol? Plentiful, abused.
International Gold Cup? Bummer.
Rob Massey? Flat Top.
Sur La Tete? Showing up early.
Bitsy Patterson? Flat Top.
Janet Elliot? Correggio.
Tom Skiffington? Tan Jay.
Circuit to go? Be fourth and in touch.
British? Dunwoody.
Rokeby Stable? Molotov.
Joe Walsh? Molotov.
Starter handicap? Gelatti.
Reese Howard? Devil’s Brolly.

Rails –
 Continued from page 30

Steeplechase Times Holiday Gift Mart
Reach equine gift buyers in a special section in our November and December editions. 

Ads will be part of a designated section in the newspapers in FULL COLOR.
A great place to promote equine gifts, art, apparel, books, travel, anything!

Holiday Gift Mart Ad Rates
1/2 Page  ................ $500
1/4 Page ................... 250
1/8 Page ................... 175
1/16 Page ................. 100

Deadline for space reservations: November 2

Contact Kathy Rubin
kathyrubin@st-publishing.com or (203) 650 6815

Mcvicar out for season
Jockey Liam McVicar will miss the 

remainder of the fall season after suf-
fering a cracked vertebrae in a fall at 
Morven Park Oct. 10.

McVicar was aboard Joe Hender-
son’s Triple Dip for trainer Jimmy Day 
in a 1 1/4-mile training flat race when 
Untamed Hero and Scarlett Lovett 
veered into his path, causing him to 
check and ultimately clip heels. Triple 
Dip, prepping for Saturday’s Grade I 
Grand National, escaped unfazed, 
but McVicar was not as lucky.

“He really had no chance,” Day 
said. “He was down inside and a 
horse came across, pushed Liam and 
Triple Dip to the right and they had to 
check up and ended up clipping heels. 
It all happened so quickly that there 
was really nothing he could do.”

McVicar, who works and rides for 
Day, enjoyed a big spring and sum-
mer. The Irishman has five wins from 
51 mounts and piloted Spy In The 
Sky to an upset win in the Grade I 
New York Turf Writers at Saratoga. 
He was to be aboard that runner in 
the Grand National at Far Hills but 
instead he’ll recuperate and point to-
ward 2010. 

“All things considered, he’s doing 
very well. But at the same time it’s go-
ing to be a long slow process that will 
have him out a good 6-to-10 weeks,” 
Day said. “He cracked a vertebrae 
in his neck and got banged up pretty 
good; crushed some teeth and has 
some bruises, so the next few weeks 
will be crucial to his recovery.”
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Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

CHESHIRE HUNT
Pennbrook Farm – 35 acres with 

19th c. house & lovely architectural 
details / mature trees / ponds and apt. 

24 stall barn / prime horse boarding facility
$2,600,000

RADNOR HUNT
Wonderful c. 1740 Samuel Garrett 5BR 
home on 8.3 acres / riding arena, pasture, 
open fields & woods / Awaits restoration!

$1,075,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
71 acres of rolling fields with beautiful 
house site overlooking southern view in 

midst of Cheshire Hunting Country
$2,378,500

EAST NANTMEAL TOWNSHIP
Quiet and serene hilltop location of 10+/- 
acres with winding lane through woods 

and long views over French Creek
$449,500

EAST FALLOWFIELD TOWNSHIP
Elegant 5BR farmhouse 

on 38+ acres / 8 stall barn, 
riding ring and tenant house

$1,050,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
190 acres of sweeping pastures

mature woods and gorgeous valleys
several wonderful house sites

Call for price and easement details


