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Saratoga
Steeplechasing was all over Saratoga in 2009, 

and photographers Tod Marks 
and Dave Harmon caught the action

Snapshots

Clockwise from above: Steeplechaser Sermon Of Love (3) won a maid-
en flat race and gave jockey Danielle Hodsdon a flat/steeplechase 
double on the meet; Trainer Jonathan Sheppard worked in the rain 
during a meet that included Grade I wins on the flat and over jumps; 
Trainer Tom Voss won two races at the meet and led a backstretch tour (actually, 
it’s a set of racehorses) aboard retired Grade I winner John’s Call; You The Man (ridden by the 
unretired-for-a-day Arch Kingsley) gave trainer Todd Wyatt his first Saratoga win in the Jonathan Kiser Stakes.
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News & Notes from around the circuit

Worth Repeating
“He’s the master of this and that.”

Relie Bolton about her husband, Perry, 
who handles the details

“I was listening one day and I hear this guy call in and he says 
‘Whatever happened to Tom Voss?’ I started hollering at the radio, 
‘Whatever happened? I’m right here.’ ”

Voss, on a twilight-zone moment while listening 
to a horse racing program on satellite radio

“He knew I wasn’t going to ride him.”
Rita Cutler, on why she got along well with the notorious Ben 

Nevis II when she worked for Ann and Charlie Fenwick

“Some weekend for Bernie – he got lucky twice.”
Jockey Bernie Dalton’s wife Kate; the couple hosted 

a wedding celebration Sept. 19, the night before 
Red Letter Day’s upset win in the Grade I Lonesome Glory

“If you celebrate Mother’s Day, you should not be breezing horses.”
Trainer Ricky Hendriks, futilely trying to convince his wife 

Sanna to stop climbing on Thoroughbreds for workouts

“Only in Saratoga.”
Steeplechase jockey Danielle Hodsdon

 after a Pinkerton offered to carry her tack back to the jocks’ 
room after a jump race at the Saratoga Open House

“I’m the human time capsule. Dig me up five years from now and 
I’ll probably be doing the same thing.”

Steeplechase jockey Chip Miller, 39

“I kept wondering why Tommy Voss was being so nice to me and 
then I realized he doesn’t have anyone else to talk to.”

Jonathan Sheppard, Voss’ neighbor at the Oklahoma Annex

“Are you kidding? This is like underwear. I don’t get dressed with-
out it.”

Steeplechase trainer Todd Wyatt, 
on the ever-present bandana in his back pocket

“You can tell that your wife’s not in town yet, nothing you’re wear-
ing matches.”

Doug Fout to ST’s Sean Clancy, 
who had to go home and change after the comment 

“I wasn’t his first call, I was probably his sixth call. I wouldn’t have 
called me either.”

Jump jockey Arch Kingsley, after coming 
out of retirement to win the Jonathan Kiser Memorial 

on You The Man for trainer Todd Wyatt

“You realize that was your racing career and this is your life.”
Kingsley, on life as a jockey and, well, life 

“He inspired me so much, I wanted to come back and train my 
horses again.”

Trainer Tom Voss after hearing 
Wayne Lukas speak at the Hall of Fame a few years ago

“Good horses tend to get you out of a lot of spots. I’ve done some 
really stupid things over the years, sometimes it’s worked out and 
sometimes it hasn’t.”

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, 
before winning the Grade I Diana with Forever Together 

“If I don’t get Mixed Up, I will remember that horse’s name.”
Racing fan Bernie Stein, 

trying to bet the A.P. Smithwick

“The only ride I want happens at this time in the morning.”
Rob Massey, champion jump jockey 

turned exercise rider, heading to the track

“I almost cried too.”
Jump jockey Xavier Aizpuru to Jane Motion who said she 

almost cried when he fell in the A.P. Smithwick

“Imagine Bill Mott doing that to Kent Desormeaux.”
Jonathan Sheppard, on trainer Janet Elliot 

adjusting the stirrups on her jockey’s saddle before a race

“These jump races are going to get us the split screen in New York.”
Handicapper Pete Fornatale, watching Slip Away 

open a long lead in the New York Turf Writers Cup

“There’s a bit of a language barrier, even though we all speak English.”
Jump jockey Willie Dowling (of Ireland) regarding some 

confusion about whether Scotsman Liam McVicar wrecked or 
wanted to rent a sidecar motorcycle at the airport Thursday.

The Name Game
Torlundy, Colonial Downs maiden winner. The 4-year-old is 
named after an area with views of Ben Nevis, the highest mountain 
in Scotland (and a Hall of Fame steeplechase horse).

Spy In The Sky, Turf Writers winner. The 5-year-old is out of Mo-
naassabaat. Monasabat (somebody spelled it wrong?) is an Arabic 
satellite television station or channel or something. 

Unbeliever, maiden hurdler. The 5-year-old, bred by Dr. Cath-
erine Willis and now owned by Irv Naylor, is out of Incredulous.

Tod Marks
By Storm. As the rain clouds move in over the grandstand, Mixed Up (right) catches Slip Away late in the Grade I A.P. 
Smithwick Memorial at Saratoga Aug. 6.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. We made it through another summer in Saratoga, recharged our batteries and are ready for the 
fall. The horses, as always, provided plenty of stories. How about Mixed Up coming full-circle and nabbing another Grade 
I to add to a legendary resume? Or Spy In The Sky winning the Turf Writers like he was 1-5? We’ll make sure you didn’t 
miss anything with a summer recap. We’ll also update the status on the best horses the sport has to offer, while doing 
our best Dan Rather impersonation. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 6-7

We’ll Miss You, Champ
The Shirt’s on the hanger for the time being; Sonny Via’s two-time champion Good 
Night Shirt will miss the fall and then some with an ankle injury. But there’s some 
good news as well; check out who might be making their hurdle debuts this fall, as 
well as the news of the day.
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Pages 8-9

Timberrrrrrrr
After taking the summer off, the timber runners are back with their toolbelts in tow. Irv 
Naylor and Desmond Fogarty sit in an envious position with three talented runners, 
while past champions Bubble Economy and Irish Prince look to bridge the gap.

Pages 10-12

Full Throttle 
Red Letter Day reminded everyone why Janet Elliot is in the Hall of Fame with a 
stunner in the Lonesome Glory. Greg Hawkins’ charge did it the hard way in a flag-
to-wire score that threw an already muddled open stakes division into complete 
disarray.

Pages 26-27

Riding High
Matt McCarron duped us all. The retired jockey surged to the front over the summer 
and has a stable that means business this fall. Check out McCarron’s roster as well 
as the rest of the top 22 stables in the Pick 6 contest.

Page 16-25

A Trip to the Spa
Six weeks and six stakes races, as well as a full card on Open House. Saratoga reaf-
firmed Mixed Up’s place at the top, showed that Spy In The Sky is a horse for the 
course and announced the presence of Left Unsaid. 

‘Pick 
Six’
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The fall season has provided a play-
ground for Good Night Shirt for the 
past several seasons. 

Not this year. 
The two-time champion will miss at 

least a year of racing while recovering 
from a fractured ankle, diagnosed re-
cently after the 8-year-old returned from 
his annual summer vacation. Originally, 
veterinarians found an injured suspen-
sory ligament, but later discovered the 
fracture at the end of his left front can-
non bone. 

Dr. Dean Richardson operated on 
Good Night Shirt Sept. 23 at New Bol-
ton Center. The operation included put-
ting stem cell and bone marrow into 
the injury which is roughly the size of 
a nickel.

“He said it was like if you pressed 
your thumb on an apple, he said it 
looked like he took a really bad step, 
just one herocious step somewhere along 
the line,” Fisher said. “The surgery went 
well, hopefully if all goes well, he could 
come back for next fall.”

Good Night Shirt will need six 
months of stall rest and walking by 
hand before being turned out. 

Good Night Shirt ran twice this 
spring, winning the Carolina Cup and 
finished second in the Iroquois in deep 
ground. Fisher turned out the second 
leading earner in history for the sum-
mer, his usual gameplan. He was get-
ting ready for his customary fall return. 
That’s been shelved, leaving an already 
weak stakes division even weaker. 

McDynamo leads all steeplechase 
horses in career earnings with $1.3 mil-
lion. Good Night Shirt went over the $1 
million mark when finishing second in 
the Iroquois. 

• Jimmy Day is pointing last year’s 
Noel Laing winner Triple Dip to the 
Grand National at Far Hills Oct. 17. 
Owned by Joe Henderson, the 6-year-
old son of Storm Broker has not run 
since winning a three-horse photo over 
Orison and Preemptive Strike in the 
Montpelier feature last fall.

“He’s doing well,” Day said. “He’s 
one you get back for one or two rac-
es and he runs well in those spots. He 
should like the course at Far Hills.”

• Ernie Oare purchased Power 
Game, a well-bred Phipps Stable runner 
and sent him to trainer Doug Fout. He’s 

pointing for the maiden at Virginia Fall. 
Oare also has timber veteran Orison 
pointing for a fall campaign that could 
include the International Gold Cup.

• Augustin Stable moved some 
jumpers from Sanna Hendriks’ stable 
to trainer Richard Valentine. Colonial 
Downs’ runner-up Beech Cay and two-
time winner Rainiero were among the 
transferees. 

• Kevin Boniface plans to get back in 
the jump game this fall with 3-year-old 
Moonsox, who’s out of a full-sister to 
Maryland Million Turf winner Winsox. 

Boniface has schooled Moonsox at 

Jack Fisher’s farm and plans to unveil 
the newcomer at Virginia Fall.

• Trainer Sanna Hendriks entered 
Steppenwolfer, third in the 2006 Ken-
tucky Derby, on the flat at Foxfield and 
Shawan Downs. The 6-year-old, now 
owned by Polaris Stable, could start 
over jumps this fall. 

• Chief among other developments 
is the creation of the United States 
Steeplechase Championships Saturday, 
Oct. 17. Split between Far Hills and 
the International Gold Cup, the day 
includes 12 races and $700,000 in to-

Tod Marks
Good Night Shirt (assistant Mary McGlothlin) last raced at Nashville in May.

Good Night Shirt
has ankle surgery

bY SeAn ClAnCY

See fall page 7 

AUCTION  ** AUCTION  **  AUCTION
POLO PONIES, IRISH FOX HUNTING 

HORSES AND  HORSE & PONY EQUIPMENT
TERMS & CONDITIONS: CASH, CERTIFIED 
CHECKS, VISA, DISCOVER OR MASTERCARD.  
PERSONAL OR BUSINESS CHECKS ACCEPTED 
ONLY WITH A CURRENT BANK LETTER OF 
CHECK GUARANTEE.  

13% BUYER’S PREMIUM - 3% Discount 
for cash or check accompanied by a 
current bank letter of check guarantee.

ALL PURCHASES MUST BE PAID IN FULL 
BEFORE BEING REMOVED FROM AUCTION 
PROPERTY DAY OF SALE.

All horses & equipment are sold “As Is, Where 
Is” with no warrantees expressed or implied as 
to the soundness, condition or other quality or 
characteristic of any horse or equipment sold 
at auction.

All sales at this auction will be made pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. 2001 and 28 U.S.C. 2004.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

S H O R T   N O T I C E

Paul Z. Martin, Jr. ~ President

Phone: (717)354-6671  ~  Fax: (717)354-8248

Martin Auctioneers,Inc.

Saturday, October 10, 2009

10 Polo Ponies; 6 Irish Fox Hunting Horses; 5 Pleasure Ponies; Polo, Pony & 
Horse Size English Saddles; Exercise Harness; Riding Helmets; Assortment of 
Girths, Bridles, Bits, Saddle Pads, Blankets, Leg Wraps, Fly Sheets, Stirrups & 
Tack Trunks; Easy Entry Pony Cart & Harness. For a listing or additional 
information please watch our web site or contact our office.

Personal Property Auction Scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 2009 – 
Trucks, Horse Trailers, Furniture, Fine Art, Antiques & much more. 

For a listing or additional information please watch our web site or contact our office.



Friday, September 25, 2009	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  7

Fasten your 
seatbelT

Buying and selling horses. It begins and ends with F-T.

Eastern Fall Yearlings 
October 5-6  10 am
410.392.5555  www.fasigtipton.com

2006 Eastern Fall Yearlings Graduate 
BY THE LIGHT 
Multiple stakes winner in 2009

Eastern Fall
Yearlings 
October 5-6, 10 am
Timonium, Maryland

The yearlings at our Eastern Fall 
sale will be worth the trip.

Thirty-nine horses made at least one jump start at Saratoga. ST checked up on all of them:

You The Man – After productive summer, awaiting novice stakes at Far Hills 
Left Unsaid – Three stellar efforts (jumps and flat) at Saratoga, on to Monmouth.
El Viaje – Third in opener at Saratoga, turned out for fall. 
Tricky Me – Live novice contender for fall, keeps it on boil at Monmouth.
Dugan – Failed to threaten at Saratoga; Monmouth. 
Better Be Ready – Out for fall season. 
Jellyberry – Flat spin at Monmouth, typical fall campaign of Far Hills and Callaway.
Blue Rider – Perhaps Aiken. 
Indy Run – Pulled up in novice during first week, out for fall. 
It’s My Choice – Aiming for fall start, Virginia Fall or Great Meadow.
Mabou – Ready for an allowance race this fall. 
Mixed Up – Tough summer, failed to see out the 2 1/2 miles at Belmont Park.
Preemptive Strike – Another game effort in Smithwick, will miss fall with leg injury.
Planets Aligned – Third in A.P. Smithwick, out for fall. 
Slip Away – One fair run, one awful run at Saratoga, heading to Monmouth. 
Dark Equation – Out with stress fracture, could return by Colonial Downs next year.
Rare Bush – Back to claimers after falling – when fading – in the Smithwick. 
Dynaski – Injured suspensory at Belmont, when making third jump start of summer.
Arcadius – Another big effort at Belmont from improving import.
Swagger Stick – Will keep swinging at open division at Monmouth.
Dalucci – Bound for Far Hills, Appleton anyone?
Spy In The Sky – Ran well despite race flow at Belmont after huge Turf Writers effort; Far Hills. 
Red Letter Day – Skipped last spot at Spa and shocked the world at Belmont Park. 
Fogcutter – Another one looking for a spot; not a novice, not a stakes horse. 
Hip Hop – Bowed badly in his lone Saratoga start; retired. 
Nationbuilder – Decent third at Saratoga, on to Monmouth.
Aero – Aiming for easier spot at Virginia Fall.
Orebanks – Flat prep at Morven Park, then Far Hills.
Zozimus – Humbled at Saratoga, aiming for an easier spot this fall. 
Normandy Tower – Fell at the last in M.G. Walsh, out of training. 
Great Gusto – Aiming for Virginia Fall. 
Diamond Fever – Maiden will skip fall and point for spring.
Sermon Of Love – Skein came to end in Turf Writers and never threatened at Belmont.
Terpsichorean – Skipped Monmouth, awaiting Far Hills; look out.
Tax Ruling – Scratched from Belmont Park to await a fall start.
Lead Us Not – Returned off long layoff at Saratoga, on to Monmouth.
Northern Bay – Camden maiden winner searches for second win, going to Monmouth.
Fra Diavolo – Overmatched at Saratoga, third at Colonial; claimer at Foxfield.

Saratoga Survivors

tal purses. The two meets card similar 
races to the past several years, but the 
dash and flash comes from TV coverage 
on NBC Universal Sports. Available on 
cable and satellite systems, the network 
will feature five hours of coverage start-
ing at noon with races scheduled every 
25 minutes and alternating between the 
two meets. Noted race-callers Mark 
Johnson (Far Hills) and Dave Johnson 
(International Gold Cup) will be part of 
the show. Check local listings or see uni-
versalsports.com for more information.

The day promises great drama with 
the championship-level horses aiming 
for the $250,000 Grand National at Far 
Hills. The race will certainly factor in 
the Eclipse Award process. Far Hills put 
its timber race, the New Jersey Hunt 
Cup, on hold for at least a year – mean-
ing a strengthened International Gold 
Cup. 

Potential Grand National runners in-
clude Grade I winners Pierrot Lunaire, 
Red Letter Day, Spy In The Sky and a 
host of others aiming to leap into the 
vacant title picture. Each Far Hills race 
will be worth at least $50,000 with op-
portunities for novices, maidens, 3-year-
olds, fillies/mares and 2-mile horses.

The Gold Cup’s six-race card in-
cludes two flat races (one for amateur 
jockeys, one for Virginia-bred or -sired 
horses), but will get timber stars and a 
solid group for a $30,000 allowance/
starter hurdle.

• Economic ripples hit steeplechase 
meets this fall with Shawan Downs 
dropping its two hurdle races and Vir-
ginia Fall trimming the purse of one 
race. 

Morven Park, Callaway Gardens, 
Montpelier and the Colonial Cup all of-
fer lower purses than last year. The latter 
shifted its race date to Saturday, with an 
eye toward attracting more spectators, 
but cut the purse of the Grade I Colo-
nial Cup to $100,000 from $150,000.

• Saratoga’s participation numbers 
reflected an increase of seven individual 
horses to 39 for the meet’s six jump rac-
es – compared to just 32 horses filling 
seven races in 2008. 

• The first overnights showcased 
several new names among the train-
ers and jockeys. Noted flat trainer Ken 
McPeek made good on his 2008 predic-
tion by coming up with a steeplechase 
horse. Old Man Buck made the entries 
for Foxfield’s maiden hurdle with Ja-
cob Roberts, who did much of the early 
schooling at McPeek’s farm in Kentucky, 
named to ride. 

Due to the retirement of Padge Whel-
an, Tom Voss used Peter Buchanan at 
Saratoga and they won four races to-
gether. Buchanan went home, but Voss 
has another European name in the barn 
as Ross Geraghty comes in for some fall 
rides. The older brother to top jockey 
Barry Geraghty, the Irishman enjoyed 
his best seasons in 2000-01 (12 win-
ners), 2002-03 (13 winners) and 2003-
04 (11 winners).

Fall –
 Continued from page 6
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Beatrice Patterson, Susan W. Sensor, Laura T. Shull, Henry F. Stern, 
Adair B. Stifel, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, James H. Whitner IV

President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer
Sam Slater

Honorary Chairman Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

To
d 

M
ar
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to

...that the National Steeplechase 
Foundation funds the National 
Steeplechase Association drug testing program? 
The NSA’s official laboratory tests the winner of 
each race on the circuit, the first three finishers 
in major stakes, and other horses tabbed for 
testing by NSA stewards. In addition, the drug-
testing policy includes random pre-race tests 
for banned substances and testing for anabolic 
steroids. Despite the challenges of racing at 32 
individual stops on the circuit, the NSA has 
one of the most cutting-edge medication 
programs in Thoroughbred racing.

Did you 
know

You won’t have to look very hard to 
find Irv Naylor or his trainer Desmond 
Fogarty this fall; just find a timber stakes 
and head to the horsemen’s tent. Nay-
lor, who has won the timber title four 
of the past five years, has Patriot’s Path, 
Salmo and Hot Springs ready to uncoil 
under the watchful eye of Fogarty and 
looks odds-on to add another trophy to 
his mantle.

Mason Houghland winner Patriot’s 
Path leads the contingent, and sits com-
fortably atop the division with $70,000. 
After running second in all four 2008 
starts, Patriot’s Path has found the win-
ner’s circle in three of four this year. The 
9-year-old won a maiden at My Lady’s 
Manor, an allowance at the Grand Na-
tional and then bagged the $75,000 
Houghland. This is not your father’s 
Patriot’s Path.

“He couldn’t get over the hump last 
year, with all those seconds, but he’s 
turned the corner this year and ad-
vanced to that next level,” Fogarty said. 
“He was by far the best horse in both his 
races in Maryland and the soft ground 
was to our advantage at Iroquois. We 

probably also benefited because after 
the Virginia Gold Cup (May 2) a lot of 
runners don’t make that race in Nash-
ville.”

With a comfortable $25,000 lead 
over his nearest pursuer Salmo (Mary-
land Hunt Cup winner Michele Mari-
eschi sits second but was retired), Pa-
triot’s Path has the luxury of taking the 
wait-and-see approach. Fogarty entered 
the $25,000 Ski Roundtop at Shawan 
Downs but may wait for Virginia Fall’s 
$35,000 Chronicle Cup Oct. 3. 

“With Patriot’s Path we’ve got a nice 
schedule picked out and then we can 
have Hot Springs and Salmo run in the 
others races, depending on how each 
one is doing,” Fogarty said. “Right now 
the plan is to go to Middleburg, then 
the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup (Nov. 1) 
and possibly the race at Camden (Nov. 
21) to end the year. We all know how 
that can change from when you draw 
it up but he’s really been in good form 
all year and has worked well over the 
summer.”

Hot Springs has been on the shelf 
since running third in the 2008 Virginia 

Gold Cup. Fogarty took over from San-
na Hendriks in the summer of 2006 and 
has guided the 8-year-old to three wins, 
including the 2008 My Lady’s Manor. 
The Irishman was forced to abort on fall 
plans last year but pronounced the son 
of Wekiva Springs ready after a  training 
flat at Colonial Downs Sept. 13. 

“He’s been away for a long time but I 
was very happy with his comeback race. 
It was a good bit of work that should set 
him up well,” Fogarty said. “I’d have to 
think he might be a little sharp at Sha-
wan, being that he’s been away for so 

long, but if he can stay right this fall 
he’ll have a good run of it. We were pre-
paring to get him back right around this 
time last year when he got hurt again 
and was laid up for six months but he’s 
been training well and is set for a good 
campaign.” 

Salmo, Naylor’s third timber stal-
wart, has been producing good cam-
paigns with assembly line precision for 
half the decade. Now 13, he did the 
unthinkable when he took the Virginia 
Gold Cup over two-time timber cham-

Tod Marks
Patriot’s Path leads the 2009 timber division.

Triple Play
Patriot’s Path, Hot Springs, Salmo
make tough trio for Naylor, Fogarty

bY bRiAn nAdeAu TiMbeR PReVieW

See TIMBER page 9 
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pion Bubble Economy this spring. The win was the 
son of Northern Baby’s second in the historic race, 
made him the oldest winner since King Of Spades won 
at 14 in 1972 and only enhanced his status. 

Salmo’s last three starts have come at Great Mead-
ow, where he sandwiched Gold Cup wins in 2007 and 
2009 around a neck defeat to Bubble Economy in the 
2008 International Gold Cup. Though he loves the 
course, Salmo might defer to his younger stablemate 
when the $50,000 International Gold Cup is run at 3 
1/2 miles Oct. 17.

“A lot depends on how Hot Springs returns. I’d like 
to look for the easiest spot for Salmo, being that he’s 
an older horse now, so if Hot Springs comes back and 
runs well I might look at the Genesee Valley Hunt Cup 
for Salmo instead of the International Gold Cup,” 
Fogarty said. “As much as he likes that course in Vir-
ginia 3 1/2 miles in the fall is a lot different than the 4 
miles when he won there in the spring. At 4 miles he 
can gallop along a little easier, whereas at 3 1/2 he’s 
got to go a bit quicker and that’s not his best game. 
He’s been training and galloping along just fine since 
the summer and I’ve just got to sit back and see what’s 
the lighter spot.”

The remainder of the division isn’t quite as defined 
as the Naylor trio. 

Arcadia Stable’s Bubble Economy, the 2008 cham-
pion who set a single season earnings record with 
$110,250, won his seasonal debut at Middleburg in 
May before finishing second to Salmo at Great Mead-
ow. The Jack Fisher trainee looks to vault into the title 
picture when he starts in the Roundtop, a race he won 
in 2006, but spots precious ground to Patriot’s Path. 
The son of Rakeen may need to sweep the board in the 
Roundtop, International Gold Cup and the Camden 
race – all while hoping Patriot’s Path fails to pick up 
a check.

Maggie Bryant’s Erin Go Bragh also eyes the Inter-

national Gold Cup. The Doug Fout trainee was third 
to Salmo and Bubble Economy at Great Meadow in 
May and should appreciate the shorter distance. Last 
fall Erin Go Bragh took the New Jersey Hunt Cup pri-
or to ending his campaign with a third in the Pennsyl-
vania Hunt Cup. Middleburg-based Fout isn’t looking 
to ease his charge back into things.

“We’re heading to the Chronicle Cup in my back-
yard and we’ll be there to win it. I’ve got to get one 
in front of the home crowd,” Fout said. “From there 
he should be in good shape for the International Gold 
Cup. I like that shorter run for him, it’s a bit better trip 
for him than 4 miles. He’s been training right along; 
galloping, doing some cross-country and schooling as 
well so we’re sharp and ready to go.”

Irish Prince, the 2007 champion, ended a long 
drought when he took the Radnor Hunt Cup in May 
for Augustin Stable and Sanna Henriks. The win was 
his first after six straight losses, a streak that encom-
passed all of 2008. Irish Prince is entered in Saturday’s 
Roundtop, which he won in 2007. 

Fisher also has Seeyouattheevent nominated for 
the Chronicle Cup. Nick Arundel’s timber veteran 
returned from 18 months on the sidelines only to be 
necked out by Bubble Economy at Middleburg this 
spring. He followed that run with a seventh in the Vir-
ginia Gold Cup.

• George Hundt Jr.’s Michele Marieschi took the 
Maryland Hunt Cup this spring but changed job de-
scriptions over the summer when he was retired to life 
as a foxhunter. 

The 12-year-old son of Alzao advanced through 
the amateur highweight ranks with Hundt and earned 
the division title in 2007. Trained by Richard Valen-
tine, Michele Marieschi won the $75,000 Hunt Cup 
by outlasting seven rivals in a race that saw only two 
horses finish.

“He gave me a tremendous thrill with the way he 
jumped in the Hunt Cup and certainly the racing gods 
were with us that day. It was a magnificent trip but 
he’s not the soundest horse in the world so I would 
hate to put him back into training and have something 
happen,” Hundt said. “I’m happy to report that I gave 
the horse to Julie Gomena’s husband Robert Bonnie, 
who does some foxhunting with Piedmont. It’s great 
to be able to send him out on top. The horse retires 
happy as a clam and that’s the important thing.”

• Race fans will note the absence of the New Jersey 
Hunt Cup from the Far Hills schedule this year. With 
the International Gold Cup run the same day, Far Hills 
officials elected to put the race on hiatus in an effort to 
enhance the quality of the Great Meadow fixture. Far 
Hills cards a $50,000 maiden hurdle instead.

Timber –
 Continued from page 8

Saturday, September 26
MONMOUTH PARK, Oceanport, N.J. 
SHAWAN DOWNS, Hunt Valley, Md.

Sunday, September 27
FOXFIELD FALL, Charlottesville, Va.

Saturday-Sunday, October 3-4
VIRGINIA FALL, Middleburg, Va.

Saturday, October 10
GENESEE VALLEY, Geneseo, N.Y. 
MORVEN PARK, Leesburg, Va.

 Saturday, October 17
FAR HILLS, Far Hills, N.J.

INT’L GOLD CUP,  The Plains, Va.

 Saturday, October 24
AIKEN FALL, Aiken , S.C.

Sunday, November 1
PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP, Unionville, Pa.

Saturday, November 7
S’CHASE AT CALLAWAY, Pine Mountain, Ga.

MONTPELIER, Montpelier Station, Va.

 Saturday, November 21
COLONIAL CUP, Camden, S.C.

Saturday, November 28
PALM BEACH, Wellington, Fla.

2009 NSA Fall Schedule
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ELMONT, N.Y. – Belmont Park’s 
clubhouse reggae faction asked a simple 
question of jockey Bernie Dalton on his 
way to the track aboard longshot Red 
Letter Day before the Grade I Lone-
some Glory Sept. 20.

“Hey, jock, have you got a shot, 
mon?”

As optimistic as they come, Dalton 
deadpanned “Yeah, I think I do.”

Dalton put 
Red Letter Day 
on the lead in 
the 2 1/2-miler, 
lulled six rivals 

to sleep and kicked like Tony Franklin 
in the stretch to spring the upset at more 
than 21-1. Favorite Dynaski finished sec-
ond in the $157,600 stakes, a key prep 
for the Grand National at Far Hills Oct. 
17. Arcadius rallied late for third.

And the Jamaicans celebrated.
“Respect, mon. Much respect for the 

ride, mon,” they called from the track 
apron. “You are as good as Terry Bid-
dlecombe.” 

Letter from Belmont

Tod Marks
Red Letter Day (right) shows the way over (from left) Isti Bee, Dynaski and Arcadius 

‘Red’ wires field
in Grade I stakes

bY JOe ClAnCY

BeLMoNT PaRk
Sunday, Sept. 20

See saRaToga page 12 

Tractors, Mowers, Spreaders
New and used tractors and equipment for sale

Trade-ins welcome
Authorized Woods Sales and Service

Call 410-833-9091
or reach Bruce Fenwick direct at 410-440-8598

Located in Glyndon, Maryland but we deliver anywhere

Belmont Farm
The horsemen’s choice for quality farm equipment

Bat wing mower 
for your fields

Turf bat wing mower 
for your gallops
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SSG® Technical
Style 8500  

Worn by Beezie Madden to victory 
during 2008 Olympics. Coolmax 

lycra back for fit, flexibility and 
moisture wicking during hot 

weather plus durable
aquasuede® palm.
Superior grip wet or dry.
Machine washable. 
Colors: Black & White

Sizes: 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

Safety
Goggles
Style A6692 
For Active Sports. UV
100% protection. Racing,

Driving, Polo etc. Anti-Fog Lens. Black sponge lens support for
comfort and dust elimination. Thin adjustable elastic strap for
comfort in the helmet. 
Colors: Clear, Smoke, Yellow, Red Revo, Blue Revo

SSG® Digital™ 
Style 2100 with 

DigiGrip™ Square
Groove Technology 
Breathable, Comfortable, Durable,

Close Fit and Extra Grip. 
Two years in the testing 

“A new experience”
Nothing else 
compares.  

Colors: Black, White 
Sizes 6, 7, 7½, 8, 9, 10

See your local tack shop
or visit our web site for a dealer near you.

SSG GLOVES
P.O. Box 377, North Boston, N.Y. USA 14110

service@ssgridinggloves.com • www.ssgridinggloves.com
We do not sell directly to the public.

Gloves and
Goggles –
We have them all!
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................61 13 6 10 $236,718 .21 
Xavier Aizpuru ...................55 11 9 7 303,049 .20
Danielle Hodsdon ..............55 10 10 10 368,149 .18
Jody Petty .........................65 10 10 4 229,899 .15
Robbie Walsh ....................55 7 7 5 156,860 .13
Padge Whelan ...................38 6 10 5 138,250 .16
Darren Nagle .....................27 6 2 3 191,625 .22
Liam McVicar ....................41 5 5 7 162,140 .12
Bernie Dalton ....................27 5 2 4 179,970 .19
Carl Rafter .........................32 4 4 6 73,000 .13

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Tom Voss ..........................68 13 17 6 $429,413 .19
Jack Fisher ........................70 12 12 13 346,897 .17
Jonathan Sheppard ...........68 12 11 13 462,021 .18
Janet Elliot ........................24 7 4 3 196,170 .29
Desmond Fogarty ..............25 7 1 2 194,625 .28
Sanna Hendriks .................25 6 5 1 127,431 .24
Richard Valentine ..............27 5 2 3 122,900 .19
Ricky Hendriks ..................16 5 2 2 52,200 .31 
Doug Fout .........................49 4 4 6 154,368 .08
Kathy McKenna .................32 4 1 5 47,400 .13

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Calvin Houghland ..............25 4 8 4 $229,766 .16
Irv Naylor ..........................40 7 2 3 214,075 .18
Bill Pape ............................22 6 1 4 190,345 .27
Sonny Via ..........................15 2 2 3 114,750 .13
Randleston Farm ...............16 2 2 3 106,540 .13
Armata Stable .....................7 2 2 1 106,008 .40
Greg Hawkins ......................3 1 0 0 99,660 .33
Augustin Stable .................17 4 3 1 75,369 .24
Maggie Bryant ...................17 1 1 4 71,382 .06
Ken Ramsey.........................9 4 0 0 70,665 .44

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Mixed Up .............................6 3 1 1 $124,495 .50
Red Letter Day ....................3 1 0 0 99,660 .33
Pierrot Lunaire ....................1 1 0 0 90,000 1.00
Dynaski ...............................3 1 2 0 83,508 .33
Spy In The Sky ....................6 1 0 0 78,540 .17
Good Night Shirt .................2 1 1 0 72,000 .50
Patriot’s Path .......................4 3 0 1 70,000 .75
Left Unsaid ..........................4 2 1 0 65,100 .50
You The Man .......................4 2 0 0 64,250 .50
Tax Ruling ...........................4 2 0 0 63,500 .50

Timber Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Patriot’s Path .......................4 3 0 1 $70,000 .75
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 46,050 .33
Salmo ..................................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Irish Prince (nz) ...................3 1 1 0 28,600 .33
Bubble Economy .................2 1 1 0 25,500 .50

NSa Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25

Like The Times?
Subscribe, advertise, tell a friend.

Support the sport, support your newspaper
www.st-publishing.com • 410-392-JUMP
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That must be the first time anyone 
mentioned 1960s English champion Bid-
dlecombe at Belmont, so give Dalton’s 
fans some props. 

“They asked me, what else was I go-
ing to tell them?” Dalton said through 
a wide smile. “They told me afterward 
that I got their day off to a very good 
start.”

The winner paid $44.60 in winning 
his first stakes, stopping a 14-month 
losing streak and vaulting into the 
rather empty championship picture. 
Two-time champion Good Night Shirt 
is out for the year with an injury. Iro-
quois winner Pierrot Lunaire missed the 
Lonesome Glory due to problems with 
trainer Bruce Miller’s workers’ compen-
sation insurance. And no one else steps 
up when it matters – four horses have 
won the four Grade I stakes this year.

The fourth might be poised for a 
breakout season.

Red Letter Day set a fast pace in the 
2008 Lonesome Glory, only to be over-
whelmed late by Good Night Shirt (who 
set a track record) and Sermon Of Love 
in the stretch. The lone speed this time 
around, after the scratch of Tax Rul-
ing, Red Letter Day melted away from 
the flag and dawdled through the early 
going. Mixed Up set up in second, fol-
lowed by Isti Bee, Dynaski, Sermon Of 
Love, Spy In The Sky and Arcadius. 

The order didn’t change much for the 
first lap and Dalton slowed the tempo 
even more while giving his horse an ex-
tended breather down the backstretch 
the final time. Red Letter Day jumped 

all three fences comfortably, while build-
ing reserves for the coming challenge. 
Mixed Up struck first and actually put 
a head in front on the final turn and 
led Dynaski (who clipped heels behind 
horses late on the turn), Isti Bee and Spy 
In The Sky into contention. 

With two left-handed reminders 
from Dalton, Red Letter Day cut the 
corner and regained the lead coming 
to the second-last. He flew that fence, 
gaining precious ground and repeated 
the effort at the last to put away his first 
win since last July. Dynaski (Xavier Aiz-
puru) narrowed the margin at the finish, 
but could not threaten the winner who 
scored by three-quarters of a length. Ar-
cadius (Robbie Walsh) rallied late for 
third. The winner used 4:47.60 (more 
than 20 second slower than 2008) to 
cover the 2 1/2 miles.

“I wasn’t sure the pace was fast 
enough,” said Elliot. “I wanted to see 
him stretch them out a bit, but I did 
tell Bernie to make sure he got a good 
breather into him before he really asked 
him. I could tell up the back that he was 
just letting him gallop along and the 
horse was great.”

Sixth behind Dynaski and Arcadius 
going 2 1/16 miles at Saratoga Aug. 13, 
Red Letter Day thrived at the extended 
distance and also benefitted from the 
sweeping Belmont course.

“Belmont is so different than Sara-
toga,” Dalton said. “You jump the last 
down the back and it’s still a half-mile 
to the finish. At Saratoga, it’s three-
eighths and I would have never gotten 
the breather I got. At Belmont, every-
body seems to wait, wait, wait. There 
are two fences in the straight. If you can 
get that breather, you’ve got a horse that 
will come home.”

Red Letter Day never got 
a breather at Saratoga, with 
Walsh aboard, but still hung 
around to be in the picture 
at the last fence. Everything 
was different at Belmont as 
Red Letter Day controlled 
the pace and dug in bravely 
in the stretch. He responded 
when Dalton asked and flew 
the final two fences. 

“When you’ve got that 
much horse, it’s easy to chuck 
them at the fences like that,” 
said Dalton. “He really took 
off when I asked him.”

Elliot bought Red Letter Day from 
Kentucky horseman Mike Bell. 

The son of Red Ransom and the 
Gone West mare Western Wind was 
bred by and raced for Dr. John Chan-
dler on the flat. Chandler manages Jud-
dmonte Farm and his wife, Alice, owns 
and operates Mill Ridge Farm (where 
Gone West stood). Red Letter Day, a 
half-brother to Grade III winner West-
ern Ransom, lost seven flat starts for 
Chandler and trainers Chris Speckert 
and Joan Scott before being sold to 
Hawkins and Elliot.

“They couldn’t find flat races long 
enough for him,” said Elliot. “He’s been 
useful, he’s run a few good races and al-
ways made you think that he could do 
it one of these times.”

Hawkins laughed at that statement.
“The unexpected ones are the best,” 

said the owner, who won a Grade I 
with Campanile in 1999. “I agree with 
the (pre-race) comments in the Racing 

Form. ‘Give him an award for trying,’ 
but you couldn’t say he was going to 
win today. When he didn’t fold at the 
second-to-last jump I got pretty excited 
and thought he might do it. Janet said 
he could do that, but I hadn’t seen it 
from him. It’s very nice to see.”

Elliot skipped the Sept. 3 finale at 
Saratoga, where Dynaski and Arcadius 
finished second and third. The added 
distance and the break (five-plus weeks) 
produced a fresh horse on the right day.

“I told you I didn’t want to run in 
that race, no matter how hard you tried 
to get me to,” Elliot told director of rac-
ing Bill Gallo after the Lonesome Glory. 
“I was waiting for this.”

The victory completed a big weekend 
for Dalton. He and his wife, Kate, host-
ed a wedding reception (they got mar-
ried last year) the night before the race 
in Pennsylvania. “It was a red-letter 
weekend,” Bernie said before heading 
home to Camden, S.C.

Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

HUNT  CLOSET
@ BERESFORD GALLERY

CONSIGNMENT Hunt & Show Clothing
BeresfordGallery.com • 610-347-1247 • Box 35 Unionville, PA 19375

and be sure to visit...

Beresford Gallery
 & Wrought Iron & &

French Wrought Iron
Fine Sporting China
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Bronzes Tack Shop for Sale
Need a career change? 

Want to expand your business? 

Get on track with a successful, well-established tack shop 
serving the Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred racing market.

 Built-in base of loyal customers, many growth opportunities. 
Brokers protected. 

E-mail tackshop@verizon.net for information

Belmont –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Can you believe that? Owner Greg Hawkins and trainer Janet Elliot bask in Red Letter Day’s upset 
score in the Grade I.

1st. $157,600. Open hurdle stakes. 2 1/2 miles. 
The Lonesome Glory Steeplechase (Gr. I)

1. Red Letter Day L 138 Dalton  44.60 14.80 7.30
2. Dynaski  L 142 Aizpuru       3.20     2.40
3. Arcadius  L 138 Walsh    3.30

Exacta (4-8) $165.50. Trifecta (4-8-3) $1,083.00
4. Spy In The Sky L 150 McVicar 
5. Isti Bee (NZ)  L  142  Young 
6. Sermon Of Love  L  138 Petty 
7. Mixed Up  150 Hodsdon 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:47:3/5. O: Greg Hawkins. T: Janet Elliot.
B. g. 6, Red Ransom-Western Wind, Gone West. 
Bred by Dr. John A. Chandler (Ky).

Belmont Park Results
Elmont, NY. Sunday, September 20. Turf: firm.
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Paddy Young summed up his summer 
with the eloquence of a wrecking ball.

“Saratoga was just horrible.”
From nine mounts at the Jump Start 

and regular meet, Young not only went 
winless, but his best finish was third – 
in a four-horse field. With upstate New 
York in his rearview mirror, the jockey 
headed back to Colonial Downs Sept. 
13 looking for a clean start to the fall 
season. 

He swept everything but the jocks’ 
room floor.

Young took the two hurdle races, 
with Eagle Beagle and Torlundy, added 
the training flat with Isti Bee and showed 
he’s intent on winning his first riding 
championship. Young, whose best finish 
was second to Xavier Aizpuru with 16 
wins in 2007, has booted home 13 win-
ners from 61 mounts through Sept. 25 
and leads two-time defending champion 
Aizpuru by two. Young, who rides first 
call for Doug Fout, knows there will be 
no hard feelings if he ends Aizpuru’s 
reign.

“I think if I do beat Xav he would 
be as happy for me as I would be for 
him. We’re the best of friends, came 
over together at the same time, worked 

for Kinross Farm together and the like, 
so it’s been great. I think as Europeans 
we have been lucky that we can come 
over here and ride for good outfits on 
good horses and compete,” Young said. 
“Winning the title wouldn’t be the end-
all, be-all but it would be a great accom-
plishment. More than anything, I just 
love getting up on a Saturday morning 
and riding races. Be it a maiden-claim-
er or winning the A.P. Smithwick with 
High Action at Saratoga – I love rid-
ing.”

Especially at Colonial. Young won 
four of the eight hurdle races at the New 
Kent, Va. track this summer and lost a 
fifth when Coupe De Ville was disquali-
fied from his win June 28 for a positive 
drug test. 

Barracuda Racing Stable’s Eagle Bea-
gle accounted for two Colonial scores, 
to go along with wins at Foxfield and 
Willowdale. Trained by Ricky Hen-
driks, the 5-year-old son of Lemon Drop 
Kid made his hurdle debut this year and 
has smoothly won four of six. None 
have been easier than his latest, a 15 
1/2-length win over One Sea (Roderick 

Mackenzie) and Fra Diavolo (Danielle 
Hodsdon) in the $15,000 claimer.

Eagle Beagle sat fifth early while 
Sunshine Numbers blasted off to a long 
lead. Young drew in on the tiring leader 
entering the far turn and overpowered 
his five rivals. Eagle Beagle stopped the 
timer in 4:15.22 for the 2 1/4 miles.

Eagle Beagle’s only subpar run – if 
you can call it that – came at Sarato-
ga’s Jump Start, when he checked in 
third of four behind the accomplished 
Duke Of Earl. Starting with his debut 

at Colonial’s Strawberry Hill meet April 
11, Jump Start was Eagle Beagle’s fifth 
hurdle start in 3 1/2 months. Throw in 
a 1 1/2-mile flat race June 20 and the 
Saratoga try doesn’t seem so bad.

“Looking back, maybe he needed 
a break. He was winning those races 
easy, but they were still hard races and 
that can take something out of a horse. 
Plus I don’t really think the ground or 
the track suited him that day,” Young 
said. “Even at Colonial I don’t think he 

Susan M. Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Eagle Beagle (4) breaks behind Sunshine Numbers and Fra Diavolo in the open claimer.

Young again
Jockey sweeps card on Va. return

bY bRiAn nAdeAu CoLoNIaL DoWNS
Sunday, September 13

ST. AUGUSTINE MANOR
A breathtaking well designed, well built 12,000 sq. ft. 18 year old all brick home, slate roof, cus-
tom kitchen, several fireplaces, 5 bedrooms, 7 baths, exercise room, guest and staff accommoda-
tions, fabulous pool house, heated pool, tennis court and lovely pond on 58 rolling very private

acres in the horse country of South Chesapeake City, Maryland. 10 minutes to Middletown and
40 minutes to downtown Wilmington, DE. A must see for the most discerning of buyers.

OPEN HOUSES: Sept. 27th and Oct. 3rd, 1-4 PM or by previously arranged private showing. For auction questions and package contact

A. John Price Walt Robertson
Patterson Price Real Estate or Swinebroad Denton Auctioneers
(302) 378-1979 or (888) 909-FARM (859) 312-0628

AUCTION 

ABSOLUTE ABOVE $2,500,000

OCTOBER 10, 2009, 11:00 AM

See colonIal downs page 15 
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was at his best, he can run better, but he 
did everything comfortably and it was 
nice to get a win and get his confidence 
back.”

Eagle Beagle has been a major reason 
why Young is in position for the cham-
pionship. With four wins and counting, 
he’s accounted for nearly one-third of 
Young’s tallies this season. While ev-
eryone prefers riding a string of stakes 
horses, Young knows you need the 
lunchpail types like Eagle Beagle just as 
much in order to succeed.

“Every jockey needs a horse like 
this they can rely on and that can keep 
them going,” Young said. “Xav has had 
Duke Of Earl over the past few years 
and this horse, he’s that type for me. We 
get along great together and he just goes 
out there and does everything you ask 
of him.”

• While Eagle Beagle has proven to 
be a capable equine partner for Young, 
the jockey’s wife has also been instru-
mental. Leslie Young has saddled three 
horses this season and Paddy has ridden 
them all into the winner’s circle. 

Silverton Hill Farm’s Torlundy fol-
lowed in the footsteps of More Fascina-
tion and Ogden Dunes and kept the per-
fect record intact at Colonial. Much like 
Eagle Beagle’s score, the 4-year-old son 
of Monarchos left little doubt, stalking 
the pace in fifth before running off by 
27 1/2 lengths over Beech Cay (Jody 
Petty) and Class Disco (Bernie Dalton). 
The time for 2 1/4 miles in the $10,000 
maiden claimer was 4:13.62.

Torlundy raced 10 times on the flat 
for Silverton Hill and trainers Darrin 
Miller and Jeff Runco. The horse joined 
the Youngs after running second in a 
maiden claimer at Charles Town July 16 
and went to work immediately. 

“We got him the day after he ran 
and Jeff did a great job,” Paddy Young 
said. “Even though he had never won a 
race he came to us in great shape, he’s a 
hard-knocking horse who had the right 
mental attitude to succeed in something 
like this. He wasn’t soured from the 
track or anything like that. The first day 
we put the tack on him he wanted to 
train and do it all by himself, and that 
attitude helps us out a lot.”

The Youngs have enjoyed consider-
able success with returnees this year. 
Ogden Dunes, a half-brother to 2005 
Juvenile champion Stevie Wonderboy, 
won his debut off a 2 1/2-year layoff in 
April at Stoneybrook while More Fas-
cination, also for Silverton Hill, took a 
timber tilt in May at Winterthur, his first 
start since October 2008. The Youngs 
took a patient approach with those two, 
readying them through several school-
ing sessions and a few trial runs on the 
point-to-point circuit. Torlundy was on 
more of a crash course.

“He had never schooled or anything 
before we got him and then with the 
wet weather we missed a few schools as 
well. But horses seem to either take to 
it or don’t, and luckily this one did, so 
we went in thinking he would run good, 
but just not sure how good,” Young 
said. “Leslie was thinking of running at 
Monmouth so we entered thinking we 
could always scratch if it was too tough. 
We’ve got so few horses that we aren’t 
going to run if we don’t think the horses 
are going to be competitive.”

Colonial Downs –
 Continued from page 14 9th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles. ($15,000-$10,000).

1. Torlundy  L 150  Young 11.00 3.40 3.40
2. Beech Cay  L 152  Petty   5.40 4.00
3. Class Disco   148  Dalton     4.00
Exacta (6-3) $53. Trifecta (6-3-2) $ 224.20 Superfecta (6-3-2-5) $221.90
4. River Kwai  L  137  Mackenzie 
5. Questioning  L 148  Hodsdon 
PU. I Know Its Not L  148  Dowling
PU. BK’s Double Jade  L   143  McVicar 
PU. Lenski  L   148  R. Haynes 
Mgn: 27 1/2. Time: 4:13:3/5. O: Silverton Hill Farm. T: Leslie Young.
Gr./Ro. g. 4. Monarchos-Jayhawk Judy-Woodman.
Bred by Mike Francesa and John Perrotta (Ky).
 
10th. Training flat. 1 1/2 miles.  
1. Isti Bee (NZ)  L  155  Young 14.60 7.00 12.80 
2. Royal Bentham  L  150  Garner   7.60 16.60
3. Italian Wedding  L  155  Dalton    11.60
Exacta (7-10) $173.80. Trifecta (7-10-2b) $532.40. Super (7-10-2b-1) $913.90
4. Dubai Sunday (Jpn)  L  155  McVicar 

5. Regal Prospect L  155  Boucher 
6. Atrium  L  155  Petty 
7. Hot Springs  L  155  Mackenzie  
8. Three Carat  L  155  Hodsdon 
9. Seer  L  155  Dowling 
10. Four Schools (Ire)  L  155  Walsh 
11. Rille   150  Creedon 
12. Hot Rize  L  155  R. Haynes 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 2:41:4/5. O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 8. Istidaad-Ivory Bee (NZ), Gold And Ivory. Bred by Mrs. MB Parker (NZ).
 
11th. $15,000. Clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles. ($15,000-$10,000).
1. Eagle Beagle  L  152  Young 4.00 3.00 2.80
2. One Sea  L   147  Mackenzie   6.20 5.80
3. Fra Diavolo (Arg)  L  136  Hodsdon    5.00

Exacta (4-2) $15.80. Trifecta (4-2-1) $168.20. 
Superfecta (4-2-1-3) $92.70. Double (7-4) $20.60

4. Sunshine Numbers  L  156  Petty 
5. Cuse  L   137  McVicar  
PU. What A Prize (NZ)  L  142  Garner 
Mgn: 15 1/2. Time: 4:15:1/5. O: Barracuda Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 5. Lemon Drop Kid-Tough Broad, Broad Brush.
Bred by Fitzhugh LLC (Md).

Colonial Downs Results
New Kent, Va. Sunday, September 13. Turf: firm.

IRON RICH MULTI-VITAMIN SUPPLEMENT 
TRUSTED BY TOP TRAINERS AND CHAMPIONS.

Supports normal blood cell health, which is essential 
for the transportation of oxygen and 

maintaining energy and performance demands.

 

farnamhorse.com 
©2009 Farnam Companies, Inc.       09-0295
Red Cell and the Horse Health logo are registered trademarks 
of Farnam Companies, Inc.
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**Owner Financing

Free Union,  
VIRGINIA

An ideal 127 acre horse farm, pro-
tected by a conservation easement. 
The quaint, beautifully landscaped 

farmhouse has 3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, separate dining room, kitchen 
and new game room with stone fire-
place. The covered deck steps down 

to the hot tub and both overlook a 
picturesque pond. The horse facility 
has boarded paddocks and pastures, 
riding ring, 3 separate stables total-
ing 12 stalls, run-in sheds, machine 
sheds. There is a separate building 
with offices, apartment and large 

storage room. 

Priced to sell at 
$2,800,000

MLS 452891

This property can also be purchased 
with all improvements and 65 acres 

for $1,900,000M MLS#453108

**30% cash down for qualified buyer, 
3-5 year terms, 6.5% annual interest with 
some principal  payment made. Balance of  

remaining principal at end of  term.

434.979.3400 (o)
434.973.2381 (h)
434.981.3603 (m)

In 2006, Top Of The Bill finished 
second in Saratoga’s New York Turf 
Writers Cup for Randleston Farm and 
trainer Jimmy Day – and signaled the 
progress of a promising young steeple-
chase career.

Two months later, Top Of The Bill 
died after breaking down in a race at 
Callaway Gardens.

Randleston’s Jim and Melinda Carter 
grieved. At season’s end, they accepted 
an award for their horse, wondered 
why it all happened and thought of un-
finished business.

Three years later, Top Of The Bill’s 
“cousin” Spy In The Sky finished it – 
rocking away with the Grade I Turf Writ-
ers at Saratoga Aug. 27 for Randleston 
and Day.

“He’s a pretty special horse to us,” 
said Jim Carter. “We were pretty proud 
of Top Of The Bill when he ran in the 
Turf Writers and we weren’t sure we’d 
ever get back. For Spy In The Sky to 
come through and win was pretty spe-
cial.”

Indeed. Out of half-sisters Note Mu-
sicale (Top Of The Bill) and Monaassa-
baat (Spy In The Sky), the horses were 
bred by Gainsborough Farm and pur-
chased by Randleston as steeplechase 

prospects. Spy In The Sky made his 
first jump start in September 2007, but 
waited until 2008 to break his maiden 
– with a romp at Middleburg in April. 
He added a restricted stakes at Saratoga 
that summer, but struggled in four 2009 
starts before the $102,917 Turf Writ-
ers.

The bad year began to change when 
the race started.

Pacemaker Slip Away opened a long 
lead on the other five starters as Dalucci 
set up behind the leader. Spy In The Sky 
(Liam McVicar) found a spot in fourth 
and waited. Mixed Up, winner of the 
A.P. Smithwick Memorial three weeks 
earlier, dropped back to last and never 
made an impact.

Slip Away wilted on the final run 
down the backside and Dalucci took 
over. He had company.

Spy In The Sky drafted alongside, 
waited a half-furlong and assumed com-
mand by getting first run on any would-
be closers. The 5-year-old sprinted 
home and won by 10 1/4 lengths over 
Sermon Of Love (Danielle Hodsdon) Tod Marks

Spy In The Sky flies home with a victory in the Grade I Turf Writers.

Family ties
Spy In The Sky captures Grade I
at Saratoga to reward owners’ faith

bY JOe ClAnCY
NeW YoRk TuRF WRITeRS CuP

Thursday, August 27

See TuRf wRITERs page 17 
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55th Annual
Virginia Fall Races

Glenwood Park
Middleburg, Virginia
Saturday, October 3 – Post Time 1 PM

Sunday, October 4 – Post Time 2 PM

Featuring
$35,000 National Sporting Library/Chronicle Cup timber stakes

$15,000 James P. McCormick maiden timber
Field Hunter Championships of North America Sunday at noon

540-687-5662 or www.vafallraces.com

For the benefit of LOUDOUN HEALTHCARE, INC. 
and the GLENWOOD PARK TRUST

Post Time is 5 o’clock with replays through the evening

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

1383 North Chatham Road, West Marlborough, Pennsylvania 19320 | 610.383.0600
w w w. t h e w h i p t a v e r n . c o m

September 30
shawan downs 

foxfield 

October 7
virginia fall 
October 14 

genesee valley 
morven park 

October 21
far hills  

int. gold cup 

Best English Pub

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

with Dalucci (Bernie Dalton) third in 4:34.15 for the 
2 3/8 miles. 

The 20-1 outsider, carrying just 138 pounds, ran 
like a 4-5 shot. 

“I didn’t want to hit the front too early because I 
had a ton of horse all the way around,” said McVicar. 
“I was trying to bring him back, hold him for 10 or 
12 strides on the turn. Then it was time to kick on and 
win the race.”

McVicar, who works for Day on the trainer’s farm 
in Virginia, called the effort vindication for a dismal 
start to the season.

“This season has been hard, but I don’t think it’s 
been any fault of the horse,” said the jockey, last year’s 
champion apprentice. “Each time he ran, there was a 
problem. At Aiken, he got rank in front. At Atlanta, I 
fell off him. At Radnor, the ground was against him. 
Here the last time (a fifth Aug. 13), he jumped the first 
fence badly and sat last going 2 1/16 miles.”

In the Turf Writers, Spy In The Sky never missed a 
step – jumping perfectly, rating sensibly and thriving 
at the extended distance. 

The Carters, of course, missed the performance 
while in Texas. They split time between a home in 
Bluemont, Va. and the Toledo Bend area of east Texas 
where some timber land has turned into a residential 
development/quarry/natural gas project.

“I’m anything but retired,” said Jim Carter, a former 
executive at Exxon. “We’ve got lots of equipment, lots 
of employees and lots of work so I spend a lot of my 
time in Texas now. And it’s not exactly steeplechase 
country, but we keep up with the horses and we had 
friends at Saratoga that day who called right away. 
What a thrill, even if we weren’t there.”

The Carters and Day missed Spy In The Sky’s vic-
tory at Saratoga in 2008 – a year to the day from the 
Turf Writers – so may plan to stay away.

“I wish we’d been there for sure, because he’s a 

wonderful horse and has done so well for us,” said 
Melinda Carter. “We seem to have better luck when 
we aren’t there for some reason. Maybe there’s a mes-
sage there somewhere.”

NOTES: With the Carters and Day unable to make 
it, the road-trip responsibility fell to McVicar and 
Vicky Kennedy. Spy In The Sky rode Brian Hogan’s 
van from Virginia to Jack Fisher’s farm in Maryland, 
hopped in with the Fisher-trained Swagger Stick and 
rode north – after a rocky start. Five minutes into 

the trip. Fisher hit the brakes to avoid a deer on Falls 
Road and Spy In The Sky slammed his head on a met-
al post dividing the stalls. The post was dented. The 
horse was fine . . . Former jump jockey Rorger Horgan 
saddled his second Turf Writers winner in three years 
(Footlights, 2007) while deputizing for Day . . . The 
race changed complexion when likely favorite Planets 
Aligned scratched with an injury the day before – and 
Mixed Up stayed in the race after earlier being consid-
ered a scratch by trainer Jonathan Sheppard.

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Spy In The Sky digs in after the last fence in his lopsided score in the Turf Writers.
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With a steeplechase every Thursday during its six-week meet, 
Saratoga Race Course gave the jumpers plenty to do. Every race 
was a stakes, and showcased rising stars and old pros. The fol-
lowing reports, written by Joe and Sean Clancy and Brian Nadeau, 
are excerpted from ST Publishing’s summer project – daily news-
paper The Saratoga Special.

July 30 | You The Man
Arch Kingsley immediately said the only word that 

came to mind when he almost parted ways with Bill 
Fossett’s You The Man early in the Jonathan Kiser 
Stakes.

“Stirrup. Stirrup. Stirrup. Stirrup. Stirrup. Stirrup. 
Stirrup.”

Kingsley pegged it right. The retired (kind of) jockey 
got back in the saddle and remarkably stayed in it en 
route to a victory over Left Unsaid (Peter Buchanan) 
and El Viaje (Xavier Aizpuru) in the $70,000 Kiser for 
novice hurdlers at 2 1/16 miles.

Mabou headed straight to the front early and 
opened 20 lengths while It’s My Choice and You The 
Man tracked the runaway leader, ahead of well-backed 
runners Left Unsaid, El Viaje, Dugan and Jellyberry. 
As Mabou continued to roll along on the lead things 

got interesting when Kingsley lost his balance after the 
4-year-old jumped the fourth fence. Kingsley danced 
on the edge for a few strides but somehow righted 
himself and continued after Mabou.

“There’s only one thing to do when that happens 
and so I just tried to hold on,” he said. “I was able to 
get back on and he found himself again and took care 
of me all the way around. I put him wrong at all kinds 
of fences but he just kept finding his way back into the 
race after I tried to mess it up.”

Mabou led the field to the final turn but began to 
tire badly as You The Man, Tricky Me, Dugan and Jel-
lyberry drafted into contention. You The Man struck 

the front coming out of the final turn and Kingsley 
went to work as Left Unsaid and El Viaje rallied into 
contention. Left Unsaid made a last charge at the final 
fence but You The Man jumped it well and took off 
upon landing to clearly score by 1 3/4 lengths, with El 
Viaje third.

“I saw him last night for the first time I had never 
even got on him before but he’s just a natural jumper 
and a very gifted horse,” Kingsley said. “All I knew 
was what was in front of me and besides me and I 
knew I had a ton of horse and that they were going to 
have to run pretty hard to get by me.”

Man up

Tod Marks
You The Man leads Left Unsaid over the last fence in the Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes, the first jump race at Saratoga 2009.

Wyatt, Kingsley honor
friend in jump opener

SaRaToGa STeePLeCHaSe ReCaPS
July 30 – September 3

See saRaToga page 20 

Saturday, October 10
Geneseo, New York

Bring your horses!
$25,000 Genesee Valley Hunt Cup timber stakes

$10,000 Martha Wadsworth maiden timber

Plus
Pony Races and Junior Horse Race

$1,000 Open Flat Races at 2 1/4 miles and 1 mile
$2,000 Novice Timber Race

Stockhorse Sprint Race, Heavy Horse Race, 
Polo Pony Race, Adult Pace Race
Pre-Race Party Friday, October 9

For non-NSA race entries and other information, 
contact Meg Lloyd at (585) 243-2364 or megclloyd@aol.com

www.GVHRaces.com

Genesee Valley Hunt Races benefit Golisano Children’s Hospital & Geneseo Rotary Club

Presenting the
Steeplechase Times

2009 Holiday Gift Mart
Reach equine gift buyers in a special section in our 

November and December editions. Ads will be part of a 
designated section in the newspapers in FULL COLOR.

The Holiday Gift Mart is a great place to promote 
equine gifts, art, apparel, books, travel, anything!

Holiday Gift Mart Ad Rates
 1/2 Page  ..........$500
 1/4 Page .............250
 1/8 Page .............175
 1/16 Page ...........100

Deadline for space reservations: November 2
Contact Kathy Rubin

kathyrubin@st-publishing.com or (203) 650 6815
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Welter Weight
1988-2009

A great timber horse and a wonderful gentleman

Winner of the Maryland Hunt Cup – 1999
(Second four times)

Winner of the Maryland Grand National – 1996, 1999, 2000, 2001
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Armata Stables
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august 6 | Mixed up
Danielle Hodsdon and Jonathan Shep-

pard had a very good week – in public. 
The jockey and trainer put the fin-

ishing touches on Forever Together; the 
Eclipse Award winner promptly went 
out and won her second Diana Handi-
cap Aug. 1. Two days later, Sheppard 
ran a jumper in a mile-and-a-half turf 
race and put up a jump rider; Sermon 
Of Love and Hodsdon did the rest. 
Three days later, the real big horse of 
the barn stepped up again to win the 
A.P. Smithwick Memorial, the first 
Grade I steeplechase of the meet. That’s 
a good week. 

Behind the scenes, the stable shelved 
three stakes horses to bowed tendons 
and lost a homebred to founder. That’s 
a bad week.

Sheppard walked to the clubhouse 
replay center after the Smithwick and 

had both sides on his mind.
“It’s just such a funny game,” he said. 

“It did mean a little bit extra to me to-
day because we’ve had three horses bow 
and one die in the last week.” 

Ten years old and going strong, 
Mixed Up settled in the back of the six-
horse field, slipped out of an impend-
ing trap on the turn, flew the last and 
ran down pacesetter Preemptive Strike 
to win by a half-length. Owned by Bill 
Pape, Mixed Up won for the 17th time 
in his 45-race career. It was win num-
ber 11 over jumps for the Pennsylva-
nia homebred who increased his career 
earnings to $684,017. 

Sheppard did the unthinkable when 
he took Mixed Up off Lasix this spring. 
The Hall of Fame trainer experimented 
last summer in a training flat race, skip-
ping the anti-bleeding medication and 
took it away for good when he sent out 
Mixed Up for his 10-year-old debut at 
Aiken. Mixed Up ended a four-race los-
ing streak with a nose victory, his first 
since winning the 2007 Smithwick and 
the Lasix has stayed in the vet’s truck 
ever since.

“He didn’t run well in the Turf Writ-
ers here two years ago and then we ran 
him back in the Lonesome Glory and he 
nearly collapsed after the race, when we 

finally got him back to the barn and did 
some tests, they said he was very badly 
dehydrated and had a potassium im-
balance, it could have been a result of 
having too much Lasix,” Sheppard said. 
“He ran three times up here, he got 
Lasix when he worked each time that 
summer, it was humid, I wonder if these 
horses need all this Lasix we give them 
anyway, so I said, ‘shoot, I’m going to 
try him without it.’ It was a little bit of a 
risk but he’s been fine ever since.”

After Aiken, Sheppard shopped 
around like he was snipping coupons, 
picking up an easy win at Tryon before 
getting bogged down in soft turf at the 
Iroquois. Freshened for the summer, 
Mixed Up couldn’t run with the lone 
speed, Slip Away, in the Zeke Ferguson 
at Colonial Downs. He was beaten 5 
lengths. Nobody worried in the Shep-
pard camp. Saratoga loomed and Mixed 
Up, the most accomplished runner in 
the field, would carry 146 pounds, the 
lowest on his chart.

“In the Zeke, he came off the bridle 
turning down the back and I had to 
start niggling. I know he’s going to give 
me something turning for home but he’s 
never been a horse that I usually have to 
start niggling at that point,” Hodsdon 
said. “I think he needed the race a little 
bit, the course is a little bit different, the 
speed being so far out in front, I’m not 
sure. I never worried about it coming 
here because I knew that race would set 
him up and I knew he was sharp enough 
here. He was better than he was then.”

Sheppard followers chalked up the 
Ferguson as a prep and hammered 
Mixed Up early for the Smithwick. He 
opened at 1-2. Yeah, 1-2, then drifted 
to 5-2 while Slip Away took most of the 
late money, eventually going off favor-
ite. 

A winner of six in a row, Slip Away 
found a comfortable spot in third, well 
off the pace set by 11-year-old Preemp-
tive Strike. Rare Bush, wearing blinkers 
for the first time, pulled Xavier Aizpuru 
into second. Dark Equation, Mixed Up 
and Planets Aligned relaxed in their 
own time in the back. 

Down the backside the final time, 
Preemptive Strike continued to jump 
boldly while Rare Bush retreated and 
Dark Equation came under pressure. 
Slip Away fought hard as Mixed Up and 
Planets Aligned began to move. Chip 
Miller on Planets Aligned went from 
the outside to the inside, while Hods-
don opted to go from the inside to the 
outside.

Turning for home, Mixed Up pulled 
out for the passing lane on the right. 
Planets Aligned aimed for the lane on 
the left. The only trouble was the game 
Preemptive Strike hadn’t pulled his 
parachute. He gunned the last and sud-
denly appeared to have both rivals reel-
ing. Calling on his flat form, Mixed Up 
kicked and blew past Preemptive Strike 
to win by a half-length. Planets Aligned 
finished third. 

“He traveled today. I’ve ridden 
the horse a million times, he prob-
ably jumped better, consistently for the 
whole time, better today than he’s ever 
done,” Hodsdon said. “I thought he 
was traveling great, just toting me the 
whole way.”

august 13 | Dynaski
Tom Voss was on his way to Belmont 

Park in November 2007. The Maryland 
trainer had a horse to run and a horse 

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Mixed Up (left) stalks Slip Away early in the A.P. Smithwick Memorial.

Tod Marks
Dynaski (8) leads a crowd over the last fence in the Ben Nevis Stakes.

See saRaToga page 21 
Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Get Results
www.rjhracing.com
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to see. The racing office called Voss to 
tell him bad weather had forced the can-
cellation of the card. Voss nearly turned 
around, then decided to help put his horse 
back on the van. He nearly forgot to go 
see a big gelding of James Bond’s. 

Voss walked in the barn, looked at the 
horse, done up in bandages and under a 
blanket.

“I’ll take him,” the trainer said.
Nearly two years later, that horse is 

Voss’ best jumper. Owned by Armata Sta-
ble, Dynaski won for the third time in his 
five-race career, galloping resolutely and 
jumping steadily to win the inaugural run-
ning of the Ben Nevis. The 6-year-old son 
of Dynaformer was winless in 10 starts on 
the flat but showed stamina while picking 
up two seconds on the grass.

Peter Buchanan allowed Dynaski to 
travel widest of all around four turns but 
had plenty left to win the $70,000 re-
stricted stakes. Arcadius, who had to wait for room on 
the turn, finished second with Swagger Stick third. Six 
horses charged to the last with a chance but Dynaski 
cruised with engine at half speed. He let his rivals get 
close as he popped the last and put it away for good.

“He’s got such a long, strong stride, if I was in 
amongst horses he would have been getting bumped, 
losing his action and he wouldn’t have been happy,” 
Buchanan said. “These tracks are tight enough for 
him, jeez, I’d love to take him home and get him a 
big, galloping course, bring him to Newbury or some-
where.”

Voss recruited Buchanan for the Saratoga meet, 
to replace the retired Padge Whelan. Buchanan ar-
rived from Britain for the Saratoga Open House and 
promptly won two races. Dynaski made three. 

“He was pricking his ears at the last, I was waiting 
for someone to come to give me a lead,” Buchanan 
said. “He was never headed, only when he heard them 
did he go again. When I heard them, I gave him one 
flick and then I used hands and heels. I’m delighted to 
ride nice horses, it doesn’t matter where you are, it’s 
good to come and ride good horses. Trust yourself, 
trust your horse.”

august 20 | Left unsaid
For a steeplechase trainer, it’s a pretty simple plan. 

Break a horse’s maiden in the spring, then plan the 
best path to Saratoga. Tom Voss does it better than 
most. Left Unsaid, owned by The Fields Stable, broke 
his maiden in April, finished fourth at Penn National 
in July, finished second opening week and then popped 

through with a comfortable win in the 
Mickey Walsh Novice Stakes.

Peter Buchanan guided the son of Dy-
naformer from the 11 slot to the inside 
and then sat and waited while Tricky Me 
cut out the fractions. On the final turn, 
Left Unsaid cruised into position, split 
horses and mowed down Tricky Me to 
win easily by 8 1/4 lengths. Tricky Me 
(Willie Dowling) hung tough for second 
with Nationbuilder (Danielle Hodsdon) 
third. 

Voss explained the Saratoga plan. 
“He’s that good, he won in a canter 

in his first start, then got a bad trip the 
second time and I don’t know what hap-
pened the last time, he was just green, 
looking around a little,” Voss said. “He 
was a little novicey the last time (a second 
to You The Man) and he was a little nov-
icey this time but (Buchanan) rode him 
with a lot of confidence and never let him 
do anything he didn’t want to do, just 
let him run to the last fence and he got it 
good, it was all over by then.”

Voss and Buchanan won their second 
jump race of the meet and second with a son of Dy-
naformer. Dynaski scored in a restricted stakes last 
week. 

“He’s a little like the other horse, he gets in front 
and his ears come up,” Voss said. “The Dynaformers 
are like that, he shied at the fence after the wire, then 
galloped out like John’s Call.”

Buchanan, on a busman’s holiday from Britain, 
won his fourth race from seven tries since joining the 
Voss barn in time for the Open House.

“Tom told me the last time when I rode him that 
he got a bad trip the time before so he wanted me 
to take him wide and clear that day,” Buchanan said. 
“I just thought that he jumped a bit novice-like over 
his hurdles, he was still a bit green, he was even a bit 

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 20

See saRaToga page 22 

Tod Marks
Feet crossed for luck, Left Unsaid (left) catches Tricky Me at the last fence.

AIKEN FALL STEEPLECHASE
Saturday, October 24
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green today as well, but the horses around him car-
ried him a bit over the hurdles and that helped him 
learn a lot and it will help him when he has to step up 
next time against a better group of horses. I was really 
happy with him. He’s only 4 and he rides like it. But 
he’s going to be a lovely 5-year-old. There’s a lot more 
there.”

Bred in partnership by trainer Bobby Frankel, Left 
Unsaid lost nine consecutive California flat starts in 
2007 and 2008 (including two at Del Mar a year ago) 
before crossing Voss’ radar screen as a jump pros-
pect.

September 3 | Terpsichorean
Your horse flips in the paddock and gets scratched – 

hits his head, wrenches his neck, scares himself. What 
do you do?

If you’re Jonathan Sheppard and the horse is Terp-
sichorean, who was scratched from a jump race July 
30, you give the veterinarian a leg up.

“He was fairly stiff and sore and of course you 
can’t see into a horse’s head, but we think he may have 
had a bit of a concussion,” Sheppard said. “When we 
started back riding him, he seemed like he was hold-
ing his neck a little rigid and we talked to Stowe Burke 
about it.”

Going above and beyond the veterinarian code, 
Burke rode Terpsichorean around the jogging ring at 
the Oklahoma Annex. The doctor diagnosed some 
swelling, prescribed DMSO via IV and Butazolidin. A 
few days later, Terpsichorean was much better.

Five weeks after his paddock accident, Terpsicho-
rean was very much better – withstanding a challenge 

from favorite Dynaski to win the $70,000 Paul Fout 
Handicap by a neck. Terpsichorean (Danielle Hods-
don) stalked pacemaker Tax Ruling through a mild 
first mile, grabbed the lead leaving the backside, cut 
the final corner in front and denied Dynaski (Peter Bu-
chanan) and Arcadius (Chip Miller) in deep stretch. 
The 5-year-old son of Honor Glide covered the 2 1/16 
miles in 3:57.90 while winning for the second time in 
eight career jump starts.

Hodsdon credited her horse’s ability to stay relaxed 
early in the race for the strong stretch run.

“He relaxed for me and let me take him back off 
Tax Ruling – he waited for me,” she said. “Around 
the turn, I knew Dynaski was coming and I knew he 
had more turn of foot than I did and that I would 
just have to keep picking it up. I wanted to make him 

chase me.”
Sent off at just short of 4-5, Dynaski reached the 

10-1 Terpsichorean’s shoulder but got no closer. 
Trained on the flat by Barclay Tagg, the John Sullivan 
homebred switched to steeplechasing last June and 
won his second start at the 2008 Open House. Shep-
pard did not get tempted by Saratoga last year, and 
ran the horse twice in the fall. This year, Terpsicho-
rean progressed through three starts – a third and two 
seconds – and figured to be a major player in the first 
jump race of the meet.

“The horse has run at the track so he must know 
how to be in a paddock,” Sheppard said. “Maybe 
something startled him that day, I’m not sure. For this 
race, we paddock-schooled him twice and we tacked 
him in the stall both times.”

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 21

Tod Marks
Terpsichorean (right) fights off Dynaski late in the stretch of the Paul Fout Stakes, the Saratoga finale.

Thursday, July 30. Turf: good.
1st. $70,000. Novice hurdle stakes. The Jonathan Kiser. 2 1/16 miles. 

(NW Prior To 6/1/08 Or NW 2). 
1. You The Man  L 141  Kingsley 26.00 11.20 6.10 
2. Left Unsaid  L 141  Buchanan  5.80 3.90 
3. El Viaje  L 148  Aizpuru   2.90

Exacta (7-8) $149.00. Trifecta (7-8-3) $539.00
Superfecta (7-8-2-3) $8,988.00

4. Tricky Me  L 141  Dowling 
5. Dugan  L 148  Young 
6. Better Be Ready  L 148  Petty 
7. Jellyberry  L 140  McVicar 
PU. Blue Rider  L 148  Walsh 
PU. Indy Run  L 148  Mackenzie 
PU. It’s My Choice (Nz)  L 148  Dalton 
PU. Mabou  L 151  Miller 
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 3:56:4/5. O: Bill Fossett. T: Todd Wyatt.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 4. Lear Fan-No Fat Chicks, Spring Double.
Bred by Bill Fossett (Pa).

Thursday, August 6. Turf: firm.
1st. $102,723. Hurdle stakes. A.P. Smithwick (Gr. I). 2 1/16 miles. 
1. Mixed Up    146  Hodsdon 7.40 4.20 3.30
2. Preemptive Strike  L 146  Petty  10.80 5.40
3. Planets Aligned  L 150  Miller   3.40
 Exacta (7-4) $79.00 Trifecta (7-4-1) $208.00
4. Slip Away  L 150  Buchanan 
5. Dark Equation  L 154  Young 
F. Rare Bush  L 150  Aizpuru 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:50. O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 10. Carnivalay-Oh Nonsense, Oh Say.
Bred by Pape and Sheppard (Pa).

Thursday, August 13. Turf: firm.
1st. $70,000. Hurdle stakes. The Ben Nevis. 2 1/16 miles. 

NW of unrestricted stakes in 2008-09
1. Dynaski  L 144  Buchanan 5.30 3.40 2.70
2. Arcadius  L 148  Hodsdon  4.80 3.80
3. Swagger Stick  L 144  Dowling   3.40

Exacta (8-3) $31.80. Trifecta (8-3-9) $134.00
Superfecta (8-3-9-5) $317.40

4. Dalucci (Ire)   156  Dalton 
5. Spy In The Sky  L 144  McVicar 
6. Red Letter Day  L 144  Walsh
L. Fogcutter  L 140  Aizpuru 
PU. Hip Hop    140  Young 
PU. Dynamite Flyer  L 140  Petty 
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 3:54:2/5. O: Armata Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 6. Dynaformer-Ski Racer (Fr), Ski Chief.
Bred by Budget Stable (Ky).

Thursday, August 20. Turf: firm.
1st. $70,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. The Mickey Walsh. 2-3/8 miles. 

(NW Prior To 6/1/08 Or NW 2). 
1. Left Unsaid  L 139  Buchanan 7.10 3.80 3.60 
2. Tricky Me  L 139  Dowling   22.80 11.00
3. Nationbuilder  L 148  Hodsdon    4.10

Exacta (12-5) $259.00. Trifecta (12-5-6) $1,302.00
Superfecta (12-5-6-2) $4,590.00

4. You The Man  L 143  Petty 
5. Aero  L 139  Aizpuru 
6. Orebanks  L 139  Young 
7. Zozimus  L 148  Dalton 
F. Normandy Tower  L 148  Walsh 
PU. Indy Run  L 148  Mackenzie 
PU. Great Gusto  L 148  Miller 
PU. Diamond Fever  L 148  McVicar 
Mgn: 8 1/4. Time: 4:36:3/5. O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 4. Dynaformer-Hello Soso (Ire), Alzao.
Bred by Mrs. Jerome Amerman and Bobby Frankel (Ky).

Thursday, August 27, 2009 Turf: good.
3rd. $102,917. Hurdle Stakes. NY Turf Writers Cup (Gr. I). 2 3/8 miles. 
1. Spy In The Sky  L 138  McVicar 43.00 13.00 5.30 
2. Sermon Of Love  L 136  Hodsdon    3.70 3.20
3. Dalucci (Ire)    146  Dalton    4.00

Exacta (6-2) $127.50. Trifecta (6-2-3) $727.00
4. Swagger Stick  L 140  Dowling  
5. Mixed Up    156  Aizpuru 
PU. Slip Away  L  150  Buchanan 
Mgn: 10 1/4. Time: 4:34. O: Randleston Farm. T: Jimmy Day.
Ch. g. 5. Thunder Gluch-Monaassabaat, Zilzal.
Bred by Gainsborough Farm (Ky).
 

Thursday, September 3, 2009 Turf: firm.
1st. $70,000. Hurdle handicap. The Paul Fout. 2 1/16 miles. 

NW of unrestricted stakes in 2008-09
1. Terpsichorean  L 142  Hodsdon 22.00 5.90 3.40 
2. Dynaski  L 154  Buchanan    2.70 2.20
3. Arcadius  L 152  Miller    2.90

Exacta (4-1) $38.80. Trifecta (4-1-3) $128.00
Superfecta (4-1-3-5) $417.40

4. Tax Ruling  L 152  Dowling 
5. Lead Us Not  L 146  Aizpuru 
6. Northern Bay  L 135  Young 
7. Fra Diavolo (Arg)  L 142  Mackenzie  
PU. Zozimus L 142  Petty 
Mgn: Neck. Time: 3:57 4/5. 
O: Bright Brook Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 5. Honor Glide-Verdent Hoofer, Green Dancer.
Bred by John Sullivan (Fla).

Saratoga Race Course Results

www.seanclancybloodstock.com

 sean@st-publishing.com
302-545-7713

Left Unsaid
It’s as easy as 

1-2-3 at Saratoga.

1. First in $70,000 
M.G. Walsh Novice Stakes.

2. Second in $70,000 
Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes.

3. Third in $59,000 
maiden flat race on the turf.

If you want one like him,

contact us.

Sean Clancy 
Bloodstock
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ST Bulletin
Board

Business Card advertisements 
are $50 for one insertion,  
$35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 
to place your ad.

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com
Open

year-round

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Wilson’s Hay and Straw
Best Western Hay in Unionville, Pa. area
610-470-3858

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Fair Hill Auto
Get your car fixed 

by experts.
Official mechanics of 
Steeplechase Times!

410-398-4900

Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!
Steeplechase Times, The Saratoga Special & the ST Publishing Internet Site deliver thousands of potential customers.

Call (410) 392-5867 to learn more.
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It seems like a long time ago, but the 
jumpers began Saratoga with four races 
at the Saratoga Jump Start, July 26.

• Calvin Houghland’s Nationbuilder 
rebounded from two tough summer 
losses with a game win in the opener, a 
$25,000 maiden. Trained by Jonathan 
Sheppard and ridden by Danielle Hods-
don, Nationbuilder ran hard to finish 
second behind Mabou at Philadelphia 
Park and You The Man at Penn Nation-
al earlier in the summer. The Augustin 
Stable-bred 5-year-old avenged those 
losses with a front-running victory over 
Mischief (Peter Buchanan) and Western 
Dynamo (Roderick Mackenzie). Mis-
chief hooked Nationbuilder leaving the 
backside, but the winner dug in to pre-
vail by a half length.

“I thought (Mischief) probably had 
me beat, but I thought if I could keep 
him head and head, he might not get 
discouraged if I could get the last fence,” 
Hodsdon said. “He doesn’t get tired, he 
keeps galloping. He’s more prone to 
somebody beating him by coming with 
a flying late run. He’s pretty gritty.”

Asked when she saw a long stride ap-
proaching the last, Hodsdon laughed.

“About five or six strides out, it was 
a big sigh of relief. I thought if we didn’t 
find it, we’re dead in the water, but it 
was right there,” Hodsdon said. “I’m 
glad he’s had the seasoning, but I wish 
he was covered up. I’d like to get him a 
little time to digest all this.”

Nationbuilder returned to Saratoga 
Aug. 20, finishing third in the M.G. 
Walsh Novice Stakes.

• Ken Ramsey and Tom Voss contin-
ued their prolific partnership by winning 
the second, a $25,000 maiden claimer 
with Rubicon (Buchanan). 

Claimed last fall off the flat, the 
6-year-old son of Dynaformer disap-
pointed in his first attempt over jumps, 
pulling up at High Hope. Voss freshened 
him and tuned him up at Delaware Park 
where he finished fourth in a starter al-
lowance on the turf. He was much the 
best of four rivals at Saratoga, holding 

off Philthetap (Hodsdon) and reeling in 
Meshwaar (Gregg Ryan).

“They went a nice slow gallop that 
let him stay in the race, you ask him and 
he’ll keep doing a little bit more when 
he has to and that’s it,” Voss said. “That 
was the way he was on the flat. I put 
Rosie Napravnik on him and she said 
he was the laziest horse she had ever 
ridden. You have to ride him every step 
of the way, it’s just the way he is. He ran 
at High Hope and they ran him off his 
feet, he was never comfortable.”

• Voss and Buchanan doubled when 
Alnoff Stable’s Ground Frost dominat-
ed the second division of the $25,000 
maiden, rolling to a 9-length score over 
first-time starters Murch (Xavier Aiz-
puru) and Amnicola (Jody Petty). 

Purchased out of Bobby Frankel’s 
barn, the 4-year-old son of Aptitude ran 
close in his spring and summer jump 
tries before breaking through at Sara-
toga. 

Tod Marks
Nationbuilder (right) battles Mischief late in a maiden hurdle.

Spa Builder
Jump Start crowns three maidens,
gives ‘Duke’ second win of 2009

bY SeAn ClAnCY
SaRaToGa JuMP STaRT

Sunday, July 26

See juMp sTaRT page 25 

 THE

HOFFBERGER
INSURANCE GROUP

Providing bloodstock insurance and other related 
services to the Thoroughbred Industry:

Richard Hoffberger, President
5700 Smith Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21209-3609

Phone (410) 542-3300 Fax (410) 542-3399
(800) 547-5501 (Outside Maryland)
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He managed to avoid a melee 
caused by Twinbucktu who ran out 
at the second fence and then forced 
out Best Name while running loose a 
circuit later. Voss felt relieved to get a 
win with a horse he liked all spring.

“We’ve always really liked him. 
We ran him at Atlanta and his feet 
got sore and it took a long time to get 
him over it, finally put glue-on shoes 
on, then we put him on GastroGard 
and that helped. He’s been catching 
up all along,” Voss said. “He won on 
the bridle today, I was pretty pleased, 
he came back happy. He wasn’t a 
tired horse like he was the last two 
times he ran. I put blinkers on him 
at Penn National, but I chickened out 
and put a real tiny cup on him the last 
minute. I closed him pretty good to-
day, they helped a lot. He’s all right, 
he’ll be better in the fall, that’s where 
he’s headed.”

Voss shipped Ground Frost back 
to Saratoga on closing weekend. He 
finished a troubled fifth, beaten less 
than 2 lengths, in a mile allowance 
race on the flat.

• The first three races highlighted 
newcomers. In the final jump race, 
an old standby came through again. Ann Stern’s Duke Of 
Earl handled three rivals in a $25,000 claimer, scoring by 
three-quarters of a length over Silent Vow (Bernie Dalton) 
and Eagle Beagle (Paddy Young). Aizpuru guided the 10-
year-old Irish-bred who won for the second time this year. 
Trainer Jack Fisher saluted his veteran after the race.

“He’s like Roscoe (the stable donkey), like the barn mas-
cot, got a great personality,” Fisher said. “I felt bad for him 

last year, I was just filling races. I looked at the Year in Re-
view tape, I’m like, ‘There’s the Duke Of Earl. And there 
he is again. And again. And again.’ He likes a little step 
down. I hated him when he first came, I was like, ‘I just 
spent $100,000 on you?’ But I like him a lot more now.”

• Voss hit the exacta in the star-studded training flat 
when Planets Aligned (Buchanan) nosed out Dynaski (Chip 
Miller). Dark Equation (Paddy Young) finished third.

Jump Start –
 Continued from page 24

Saratoga Jump Start Results

Saratoga Springs, NY. Sunday, July 26. 
Turf: Firm.

1st. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2 1/16 miles. 
1. Nationbuilder  L 154  Hodsdon 
2. Mischief  L 154  Buchanan 
3. Western Dynamo  L 142  Mackenzie 
4. Birthday Beau  L 147 Young 
PU. Unbeliever  L 154 Walsh 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:53:4/5. 
O: Calvin Houghland. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 5. Came Home-Seattle Bay, 
Opening Verse.
Bred by Augustin Stable (Pa).
 
2nd. $15,000. mdn. cl. hurdle. 2 1/16 miles. 
1. Rubicon  L 146  Buchanan 
2. PhiltheTap  L 147  Hodsdon 
3. Meshwaar  L 154  Ryan 
4. Reveillon  L 154  Young 
PU. Classic Move  L 153  Miller 
Mgn: 3 3/4. Time: 3:58. O: Ken and Sarah Ram-
sey. T: Tom Voss.
B. h. 6. Dynaformer-Gypsy, Marfa. 
Bred by Darrell Brown & James English (Ky).
 
3rd. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2 1/16 miles.  
1. Ground Frost  L 147  Buchanan 
2. Murch  L 154  Aizpuru 
3. Amnicola  L 154  Petty 
4. Sailaway Pops  L 147  Young 
LR. Best Name (GB)  L 154  Dowling 
LR. Twinbucktu  L 147  Hodsdon 
Mgn: 9. Time: 3:56:4/5. 
O: Alnoff Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 4. Aptitude-Summer Mist, Miswaki. 
Bred by Juddmonte Farms (Ky).
 
4th. $25,000. SOK clm. hurdle. 2 1/16 miles.  

$15,000 minimum clm. price
1. Duke Of Earl (Ire)  L 145  Aizpuru 
2. Silent Vow  L 145  Dalton  
3. Eagle Beagle  L 145  Young 
4. Mattssutterrun  L 155  Petty  
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:58:1/5.
O: Ann Stern. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 10. Ali-Royal (Ire)-Faye (GB), Monsanta (Fr).
Bred by Noel Finegan (Ire). 

5th. Training Flat. 1-1/2 miles.
1. Planets Aligned  L 150 Buchanan 
2. Dynaski  L 150 Miller 
3. Dark Equation  L 150 Young 
4. Dalucci (Ire)   150 Dalton 
5. Arcadius  L 150  Hodsdon 
6. Dr. Bloomer L 150  Aizpuru 
7. Red Letter Day L 150  Walsh 
8. Hip Hop   150  Petty  
9. Kilbride Rd  L 150  Garner
Mgn: Nose. Time: 2:48. 
O: Fox Ridge Farm. T: Tom Voss.
Ch. g. 8. Gold Fever-Flying Minister, Deputy 
Minister. Bred by Fox Ridge Farm (Ky).

Tod Marks
Rubicon (right) heads for a victory in the maiden claimer.

Good-sized, correct, 
registered New York-breds

Call 914-217-5868. 
Located in Orange Co., N.Y.

Performing Magic 2YO colt, 
w/Appalachee dam

Crafty C T 3YO filly, 
w/Vice Regent dam

In training and ready to go.

Also, Say Florida Sandy colt, 
Trick Me colt and 

Holy Bull colt available. 

Horses for Sale

Tom Voss needed a jockey. Peter Buchanan needed a summer gig.
Like most good relationships, they were set up by two mutual 

friends at a party. Once together, they knew what they needed and both 
benefited.

Voss’ number one rider Padge Whelan retired earlier in the summer, 
opening up a coveted seat in the Voss juggernaut, leading to where he 
does his best work, Saratoga.

Buchanan’s sister, Jane, works for Starlight Racing in Lexington, Ky. 
and was chatting with Garrett Murray, who is engaged to Voss’ daugh-
ter, Elizabeth. They got to talking and the next thing Buchanan knew he 
was flying to a place called Saratoga.

Buchanan arrived just in time to collect his luggage, adjust to the 
heat and win two races at the Saratoga Open House July 26. The Irish-
man, who is based in Scotland, won two more at the meet to go home 
with four winners and a tack bag full of memories – and money.

He guided Rubicon and Ground Frost to win at the Open House 
and then scored on Left Unsaid and Dynaski at the real meet. In all, 
Buchanan won four races and picked up three seconds in nine rides 
(all for Voss). He went home with $14,449.50 – not bad for a six-week 
summer vacation.

“This is our quiet time, especially where I’m based, Scotland,” Bu-
chanan said at the Open House. “I asked my boss, Lucinda Russell and 
she said, ‘Go for it, the experience you’ll have, take a nice break and 
you’ll come back fresh for the winter time.’ ”

Buchanan adjusted to the American style quickly. He appeared to 
move too soon at the Open House, kicking Mischief into gear on the 
backside and using Rubicon and Ground Frost earlier than what would 
be ideal in this country. By the end of the meet, he bided his time on 
Left Unsaid like he had cut his teeth at Red Bank and Far Hills instead 
of Perth and Doncaster.

“It’s very, very different. To start with, it’s different horses. These 
are very much flat horses, loads of speed, travel really, really well, and 
maybe don’t find a lot when they come off the bridle,” Buchanan said. 
“Whereas, back home, you can be the first off the bridle and still win the 
race. Here if you’re first off the bridle, you’re done. You have to travel. 
They’re all Thoroughbreds, but they’re different breeds.”

Buchanan, who rode his first race during the 2001-02 season, won 
169 races from over 2,000 starts before his summer jaunt to Saratoga. 
Originally from Northern Ireland, Buchanan graduated from Trinity 
College with a degree in accounting and finance. He began like most 

Irish kids, riding Pony Club, eventing (he represented Ireland in the 
European Championship) and then rode in point-to-points. Buchanan 
worked for top British trainer, Howard Johnson before joining Russell’s 
Kinross Stable.

Always heading home after Saratoga, Buchanan enjoyed his stay at 
the August place to be.

“I’m delighted to ride nice horses, it doesn’t matter where you 
are, it’s good to come and ride good horses. Trust yourself, trust your 
horse,” Buchanan said. “I’ve enjoyed it here, all the people have been 
gracious and it’s been nice to have some success.”

Voss gave Buchanan, who galloped for Voss during the meet as 
well, an open door policy about coming back. Buchanan wanted to 
bring one thing home to England – the big, long-striding Dynaski.

“These tracks are tight enough for him, jeez, I’d love to take him 
home and get him a big, galloping course, bring him to Newbury or 
somewhere,” Buchanan said. 

Voss, book the ticket, your jockey’s waiting.

Buchanan makes quick mark on U.S. jump racing

Tod Marks
Visiting jockey Peter Buchanan

bY SeAn ClAnCY
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Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Left Unsaid ........................................... $65,100
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $341,185
Agador Spartacus Stable ...... Wendi Graham
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Left Unsaid ........................................... $65,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $336,157
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Moon Dolly .......................................... $35,100
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Rubicon ................................................. $9,000
............................................ $301,657

Don’t Know ........................... Jack McVey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
............................................ $299,695
Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Left Unsaid ........................................... $65,100
Dark Equation ...................................... $15,036
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $294,031
Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $293,595

Champagne Taste, Beer Money ...Lisa McLane
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $291,657
Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $290,057

PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $290,057
Young Racing .......................Leslie Young
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $281,657

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by The whip Tavern

Still Winning Races
The perks of retiring from a life in the saddle. Matt McCarron has vaulted to the lead in the 

Pick 6 standings with a strong summer at Saratoga (something he was accustomed to during his 
riding days). McCarron’s Armchair Quarterback Stable, at $341,185 holds a tenuous $5,082 lead 
over Wendi Graham’s Agador Spartacus Stable. McCarron rose up the leaderboard with the help of 
Mixed Up, Left Unsaid and Planets Aligned. Graham also has Left Unsaid and his presence in the 
top two stables could prove to be important in the fall season. For his efforts, McCarron gets a $50 
gift certificate to ST Publishing or any advertiser for leading through August. Jack McVey, who led 
the contest through July with his Don’t Know Stable, gets the same prize. The top 22 are listed. 

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Tod Marks
Jellyberry could change the complexion of the Pick 6 contest with a big fall season.

GO WITH A WINNER
Steeplechase superstar 
McDynamo

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net
610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and a collection of flat winners 
at some of the country’s top racetracks. 

J

Tod Marks
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Jimbo Stable ......................... Joe Clancy
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Left Unsaid ........................................... $65,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
Torino Luge ................................................... $0
............................................ $277,395
Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $11,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
............................................ $275,657
Rolling Thunder .......................Bob Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $22,200
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $275,257
MVP Stable ........................ Ernie Moulos
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $22,200
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $21,450
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $274,245
Irunforshoes Stable ............. Diana Rowland
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $6,600
............................................ $272,757
Lost Springs Ranch ..................Jann Lunny
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $6,600
............................................ $272,757
Flag is Up Farm ....................Tiffany Webb
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Northern Bay ........................................ $22,100
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
G’day G’day ............................................ $6,450
............................................ $272,607
Dunwerkin Farm .....................Mike Santo
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $46,590
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
Organizer ............................................... $1,000
............................................ $272,485
Rainbow Star Stables ............Roxann Teller
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Dugan .................................................. $13,300
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $270,857
Bad Morning Pants .............. Jason Mackey
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $35,562
He’s A Conniver .................................... $22,200
It’s My Choice ...................................... $16,200
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $270,457
Screaming Tabby Stables .. Wallace Greenhalgh
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $49,197
Dugan .................................................. $13,300
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $11,100
Won Wild Bird ............................................... $0
............................................ $270,092
5 by 5 stables ....................... Sarah Maggi
Mixed Up ............................................ $124,495
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Silent Vow ............................................ $22,100
Jellyberry ............................................. $10,400
Move West .................................................... $0
............................................ $266,495
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At 11:20 on a Friday morning, Aug. 
14, Ron Turcotte reached across the 
aisle at Fasig-Tipton’s sales pavilion and 
shook Janet Elliot’s hand.

Hall of Famer to Hall of Famer.
Turcotte, the great jockey who rode 

Secretariat, and Elliot, the esteemed 
steeplechase trainer whose horses have 
won three Eclipse Awards, are now 
peers. And that’s what the Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony is all about. Each 
year, a new class gets inducted. Each 
year, past greats return to bask in their 
achievements one more time and to wel-
come the new names.

The 2009 ceremony started with Irish 
native Elliot, who came to America as a 
groom and reached the highest honor in 
Thoroughbred racing. Next came the 
equine honorees – star filly Silverbullet-
day, Breeders’ Cup Classic hero Tiznow 
and steeplechase legend Ben Nevis II. 
The ceremony closed with the stars of 
the show – longtime New York jockey 
Eddie Maple and first-ballot trainer Bob 
Baffert. 

For all the honorees, the day was 
about journeys.

“It’s humbling and very emotional,” 

said Baffert after the ceremony. “It 
makes you think back to all the little 
things that got you here. Nogales (Ariz.) 
is a little town and a lot had to happen 
to get me here.”

The first woman trainer in the Hall, 
Elliot came from a different little town. 
She started her road to the Hall back 
home in Ireland, the daughter of a Brit-
ish military officer. Elliot gravitated to 
horses and took the usual Irish career 
path of pony club, foxhunting, point-
to-points and racetracks. 

“It was my passion, I had no idea it 
would be my life,” she said at the induc-
tion ceremony. “Wow, this is very heart-
warming to receive.”

She came to North America in 1969 
for a job with Betty Bird (a pioneering 
woman trainer in her day), moved to 
Jonathan Sheppard’s operation (as part-
time babysitter, part-time groom) and 
took out a trainer’s license in 1979. 

Trainer of champions Flat Top and 
Correggio – plus uncrowned stars Cen-
sus and Victorian Hill among others 
– Elliot  traded in a yellow blazer for 
Hall of Fame navy blue at the presenta-
tion. Her former boss and now fellow 
Hall of Famer Jonathan Sheppard intro-
duced her to the crowd of racing dig-

nitaries and casual fans. Based mainly 
in Pennsylvania, she toiled away from 
the bright spotlight occupied by Baf-
fert and others in flat racing but built 
a lofty career. Her horses have earned 
more than $7 million in steeplechasing 
with three Eclipse Awards and a host of 
major victories including her first Grade 
I since 2002 when Red Letter Day came 
through in the Lonesome Glory Sept. 20 
at Belmont Park.

•  •  •
The great steeplechaser Ben Nevis II 

began his life in England, was sold to an 
American on a lark and completed a rare 
feat as one of just three U.S-based stee-
plechasers to win the world-renowned 

English Grand National at Aintree. He 
joins predecessors Battleship and Jay 
Trump in the Hall. 

Purchased by Marylander Redmond 
Stewart Jr. as a project for his daughter 
and son-in-law Ann and Charlie Fen-
wick Jr., Ben Nevis won the Maryland 
Hunt Cup in 1977 and 1978. He went 
to England for the 1979 National, but 
was brought down by another horse. 
The following year, at 40-1, he shocked 
the world with a 20-length win.

“I’m in awe,” said Ann Stewart in 
her acceptance. “I feel like the horse is 
still walking around. It’s an honor for 
Ben to be included. The Grand National 
was the supreme challenge and he an-
swered it.”“You �e Man”

Todd J. Wyatt Stable
Phone: Email: toddjwyatt@msn.com

Champion jockey Jonathan Kiser
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Tod Marks
Jonathan Sheppard presents new Hall of Fame trainer Janet Elliot.

Halled up
Trainer Elliot, timber star Ben Nevis 
join legends in Saratoga induction

bY JOe ClAnCY

Tod Marks
Stuart Janney (left) presented Hall of Fame steeplechase horse Ben Nevis to connections Ann 
Stewart and Charlie Fenwick Jr.

Like The Times?
Subscribe, advertise, tell a friend.

Self-supported newspaper needs your participation.
www.st-publishing.com • 410-392-JUMP
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The World’s Largest 
Horses in Training Sale

And place to buy a 
Md. Hunt Cup Winner

Tattersalls Autumn 
Horses in Training Sale

October 26th-29th
air fare assistance available 

subject to purchase

Grade 1/Group 1 
winners include

Punjabi
Inglis Drever

Monzante
Blazing Bailey
Royal Mougins

North America: Lincoln Collins
PO Box 4568, Midway, KY 40347

Tel: 859 846 4376 or 859 339-3301
email: l.collins@tattersalls.com

2009 Maryland Hunt Cup winner
Michele Marieschi was purchased at Tattersalls 
Autumn Horses in Training Sale in 2000.

Tel: 011 44 1638 665931
Fax: 011 44 1638 660850

sales@tattersalls.com
www.tattersalls.com
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TiMeS ediTORiAl

Steeplechase
Lost

The good, the bad and the ugly from Saratoga. 

The good. Ben Nevis and Janet Elliot took their 
rightful spots in Thoroughbred racing’s Hall of Fame. 

The good. Steeplechase fans from far and wide 
showed up in Saratoga for the inductions; Paddy and 
Toinette Neilson, Gregg Morris, Jeff Teter, Buzz Han-
num, Turney McKnight, Peaches Kemp, I know I’m 
missing a few more . . . nice to see you at the Spa, it’s 
open to the public every year. 

The bad. The casual dress of the steeplechase jock-
eys. Jeans at Saratoga? 

The good. The traditional drink with the jockeys in 
the Jim Dandy Bar after the race. 

The good. Thirty-nine individual horses started at 
the meet, seven more than last year. 

The ugly. Ten of of those 39 will sit out the fall sea-
son with injuries. 

The bad. The steady stream of steeplechase people 
filing out after the first race on Thursdays. Want stee-
plechasing to be a part of flat racing? Then be a part 
of flat racing.

The good. NSA’s Lou Raffetto working the crowd 
in the afternoons.

The good. Jumpers Sermon Of Love, Left Unsaid 
and Ground Frost performed admirably on the flat. 

The good. Bill Gallo and NYRA have answered the 
problem of coupled entries, deeming all jump races 
stakes. 

The good. You The Man, Mixed Up, Dynaski, Left 
Unsaid, Spy In The Sky, Terpsichorean. 

The ugly. The New York Turf Writers Cup debacle 
of late scratches, jockey changes and 50 lengths sepa-
rating the five finishers. Steeplechasing wobbles on the 
fine line of participation matching opportunity. Six-
horse fields in the Smithwick and Turf Writers are em-
barrassing. 

The good. The Kiser family shows up every year to 
present the trophy in honor of son/brother Jonathan. 
Great to see you there.

The bad. Three weeks between the A.P. Smithwick 
and Turf Writers Cup doesn’t work. If flat horses 
bounce, then jumpers (going twice as far) must rico-
chet. 

The good. Danielle Hodsdon winning a flat race and 
a jump race (the Smithwick, no less) during the same 
week. Try that, Ramon Dominguez.

The bad. Allowance weights for the Kiser, Ben Nevis 
and Walsh Stakes. Maidens don’t receive weight from 
winners and just one horse was assigned a weight of 
more than 148 in the three races. The sport lost a bet-

Making a List
Tod Marks

Making Mischief. Trainer Tom Voss (right), jockey Peter Buchanan and crew had their hands full with 
Mischief at the Saratoga Jump Start. 

The news came with a shrug. Then a shake of 
the head. Then a dull sadness. Little Everglades 
Steeplechase organizers announced this month 
that the 2010 race meet would be canceled.

Run without NSA sanction for the past two 
years, the meet was almost a wild success story. 

With a push from master promoter George 
Sloan and then-NSA President George Straw-
bridge, Little Everglades jumped on to the scene 
as an NSA-assisted point-to-point in 2000. 
Owners Bob and Sharon Blanchard built a 
proper race course in time for 2001, and the 
meet flew up the ladder. Dade City, Fla. became 
a destination with good purses, superb hospital-
ity, alligators, the best turf on the circuit and 
osprey. Organizers asked what they could do. 
Steeplechasing answered. And Little Everglades 
delivered – a jocks’ room, a barn, a raised view-
ing deck, shipping bonuses. Talk of adding a 
November meet to the March date circulated. 

And then everything crashed.
The Blanchards disagreed with the NSA and 

pushed for reform. Late in 2007, they  an-
nounced their decision to take the race meet off 
the NSA schedule and run without sanction. 
The Queen’s Cup, led by Bill and Carrington 
Price, followed. Both meets ran without the 
NSA in 2008, to the applause of some, the anger 
of others. This year, the Queen’s Cup returned 
but Little Everglades stayed its course and ran 
as a non-NSA meet. Off and on, reconciliation 
seemed like a possibility. Then it didn’t. Little 
Everglades dug in. So did the NSA. Lawyers 
made money. Everybody else lost.

Through good times and bad, the meet built a 
fan base in an area with no steeplechase history. 
Race-goers enjoyed Little Everglades. Local busi-
nesses supported it. People went all out to par-
ticipate in elaborate tailgates, hat contests, pre-
race parties. Florida Monthly magazine named 
the steeplechase “best attraction of 2008.” 

The rocky economy didn’t help Little Ever-
glades’ business and is cited as the reason for 
the cancellation. Car dealers sponsored from the 
start, and are among the hardest hit businesses 
in the country. In the Tampa Tribune article 
announcing the decision, Bob Blanchard left the 
gate open for a return. 

We wouldn’t bet on it. When Blanchard 
talked of reasons to run without sanction, he 
said his meet came with “a lot of heartburn.” Of 
course it did. Sometimes, it seems like steeple-
chasing manufactures the stuff. There isn’t a 
person who cares enough to be really involved in 
this sport who hasn’t felt the same pain. 

But heartburn shouldn’t turn into a war like it 
did in this case. People drew lines. You were on 
one side or the other. Each side got angry. Each 
side said it was right. Each side felt wronged. 

The whole incident showcased a lack of con-
nection and empathy within the sport.  Race 
meets, horsemen, the NSA are equal sharehold-
ers in the game but don’t treat each other that 
way often enough.

Little Everglades joins Georgetown, Marengo, 
St. James, Avon, Red Bank, Brookhill, Hard 
Scuffle, Oxmoor, Tanglewood, Fairfax, St. Louis 
on the defunct race meet list – and that’s just a 
sampling from recent history. Some needed to go 
in the end, others are sorely missed. They failed 
to last for a variety of reasons, but they failed. 

And we are all worse off. See ouTsIdE page 31 

Steeplechasing spanned all adjectives at Saratoga

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy
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ting interest when a jockey couldn’t get 
within five pounds of 139. 

The good. Top flat trainer Kiaran 
McLaughlin making it to the paddock 
to see his former pupil, Spy In The Sky, 
before the Turf Writers. 

The good. The unretired-for-a-day, 
Arch Kingsley winning the Kiser and 
the borrowed-for-six-weeks Peter Buch-
anan winning two races. 

The bad. There are so few jockeys, 
Kingsley and Buchanan are necessary. 

The bad. Why waste a $15,000 purse 
on maiden claimers at the Open House 
and forego another possible betting in-
terest at the meet? In the last two sea-
sons, no horse has run in the maiden 
claimer at the Open House and run at 
the regular Saratoga. Try desperately to 
split the maiden three ways. Murch and 
Mischief finished second in the maiden 
specials; one should have been a winner 
and gone to Saratoga. 

The good. The 11-horse field in the 
opener. 

The bad. The fall of Normandy Tow-
er, who laid on the track winded. Jock-
eys, pull up when you’re tailed off and 
not earning a check.

The good. Jonathan Sheppard won 
Grade I stakes on the flat (Forever To-
gether) and over jumps (Mixed Up).

Inside –
 Continued from page 30

Induction honors elliot,
her impact on the sport

Janet Elliot’s well-earned induction 
into Racing’s Hall of Fame gave cause 
for me to reflect on my life in racing. 

My earliest racing memories were of 
watching my dad ride over jumps, in 
fact I have a vivid image of Jive forg-
ing to the front over the final fence at 
Saratoga in 1976. I have always adored 
jump racing, probably because I adored 
my dad and he was a jump jockey. The 
seeds were firmly planted in me to be-
come a steeplechase jockey and one day 
to ride a winner in Saratoga. 

In 1990, I emerged from Holy Cross 
with a batchelor’s degree in political 
science. My friends moved on to law 
school, investment banks and other such 
pursuits. For me, it was to Woodville in 
Oxford, Pennsylvania, where Janet El-
liot meticulously prepared her jumpers. 
I worked at Woodville from the fall of 
1990 until the spring of 1992. 

Janet was demanding, pushing her-
self and those who worked for her to 
their physical and mental limits. Her 
work ethic was undeniable and utterly 
relentless. Her horses were given the ut-
most in care and attention down to the 
minutest detail. The results, obviously 
speak for themselves.

I relished my experience at Wood-
ville. Beneath a tough exterior, I al-
ways believed Janet truly cared about 
her people, and I was one. Under her 
tuteledge I thrived and was able to win 
with my first four steeplechase mounts, 
all trained by Janet Elliot! In 1991, I 
rode Master McGrath in the inaugural 
Steeplechase Jockey’s Challenge Cup in 
Saratoga. He duly won and was trained 
by Janet Elliot. My boyhood dream had 
been realized!

Thank you Janet and congratula-
tions!

Keith O’Brien

leTTeR TO THe ediTOR

Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112

Steeplechase Times Holiday Gift Mart
Reach equine gift buyers in a special section in our November and December editions. 

Ads will be part of a designated section in the newspapers in FULL COLOR.

A great place to promote 
equine gifts, art, apparel, books, travel, anything!

Holiday Gift Mart Ad Rates
1/2 Page  ................ $500
1/4 Page ................... 250
1/8 Page ................... 175
1/16 Page ................. 100

Deadline for space reservations: November 2

Contact Kathy Rubin
kathyrubin@st-publishing.com or (203) 650 6815



View all our fine properties at 
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Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
Picturesque 4BR stone farmhouse 
nestled into hillside on 12 acres in 

Cheshire Hunting Country
$625,000

RADNOR HUNT
Wonderful c. 1740 Samuel Garrett 5BR 
home on 8.3 acres / riding arena, pasture, 
open fields & woods / Awaits restoration!

$1,125,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
71 acres of rolling fields with beautiful 
house site overlooking southern view in 

midst of Cheshire Hunting Country
$2,378,500

EAST NANTMEAL TOWNSHIP
Quiet and serene hilltop location of 10+/- 
acres with winding lane through woods 

and long views over French Creek
$449,500

EAST FALLOWFIELD TOWNSHIP
Elegant 5BR farmhouse 

on 38+ acres / 8 stall barn, 
riding ring and tenant house

$1,400,000

LONDON GROVE TOWNSHIP
190 acres of sweeping pastures

mature woods and gorgeous valleys
several wonderful house sites

Call for price and easement details

NEW LISTINGS          NEW LISTINGS         NEW LISTINGS


