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News & Notes from around the circuit

By The Numbers
27 Individual horses that started in the five steeplechase races at Sara-
toga this summer.

998 Career North American steeplechase victories (through Sept. 24) 
for trainer Jonathan Sheppard.

Worth Repeating
“Most of our horses are homebreds on a very modest program. We’ve 
been lucky, we’ve been so many places with them. Nobody would have ever 
known me if I didn’t have Flatterer.”

Owner Bill Pape, after winning the first four jump races at Saratoga

“We discuss which one’s going to be in front, which rider’s going to be on 
which horse and Jim Bergen calls me and tells me how it went, it doesn’t 
always go according to plan. You have to be careful because you describe 
how you want the horses worked but occassionally it doesn’t work out 
right and you say I should have been more specific.”

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard about arranging breezes from afar

 “I knew coming to this race he was 110 dollars, there wasn’t another horse 
in the race that I wanted to ride. He lost his form a little bit, the blinkers 
helped a little but he’s a course winner, when he won the Kiser, I knew I won 
with a little in hand, he pricked his ears at the line.”

Jockey Brian Crowley about Turf Writers winner Sermon Of Love

“I came over with an open view, I wanted to see how I enjoyed it, I knew I 
had a little bit of ability left, I wanted to give it my best shot, if I had a good 
craic at it and it didn’t work, it didn’t work, nothing lost.”

Crowley on venturing to America

“I was in Pennsylvania mucking out and they asked me if I wanted to ride 
– a nice surprise to get.”

Crowley, on how he got the ride aboard Sermon Of Love July 29

“No. I like it there.”
Crowley, when asked if he was going to move out of Sheppard’s 

“704” tenant house after winning three races at Saratoga 

“You can tell when your team is doing good.”
Trainer Doug Fout, while watching his daughter’s 

field hockey game and being drowned out by cheering

“The farm life helps, you can keep them at a high-level of fitness but not 
have them mentally burnt out.”

Danielle Hodsdon on the difference 
between training on the farm and at the track

“You didn’t think Tom Voss was going to let that happen, did you?”
Trainer Todd Wyatt, after Voss won the Saratoga steeplechase 

finale with Easy Red to deny Jonathan Sheppard a sweep

“If we won another jump race, they were going to replace Sea Hero with a 
statue of Bill Pape – so it’s a good thing we got beat in that last one.”

Sheppard, on the paddock statue (Sea Hero is safe) at Saratoga

“All of a sudden, we looked and we had eight horses and 18 stalls, we 
started picking up the phone and they started coming, just to fill the stalls. 
Arch sent some horses, the jumper came up. It’s deep water up here. It’s 
Saratoga.”

Will Phipps, who trained Riddle at Saratoga for friend Arch Kingsley

“Making a trip to Saratoga is special in its own right and to be able to be 
there just to watch races is one of those things as a fan of horse racing you 
have to do at least once in your life.”

Owner Packer Larson who won a flat race at Saratoga 

“I remember winning the Turf Writers the first time, that was amazing. 
I was a young, dumb kid, it was such an honor to be a jockey. Randy 
Romero, Antley, Cordero, Santos, it was amazing, it was an honor to walk 
in there, to actually win races up here, when I rode for Rokeby, I kind of 
grew up on the farm. It was an honor to be at that level.”

Former champion steeplechase jockey Chuck Lawrence, who sent out 
Coax Liberty to finish third in the Grade II Adirondack at Saratoga 

“We had a wonderful conversation about horses, jockeys, races, polo and 
steeplechasing.”

Amateur jockey Charlie Fenwick III 
about talking to Hall of Fame trainer Allen Jerkens

“I told you I was coming back.”
British trainer George Baker, after returning 

to Saratoga a day after missing his original flight home

“I knew I should have told him I was going fishing.”
Trainer Doug Fout, as he attempted

 to saddle Jack Fisher’s Peace Fire for a flat race at Saratoga

Tod Marks
Summer Reading. ST went to Saratoga for the summer – where readers included Eclipse Award-winning jockey Garrett Gomez.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Back to Maryland, back to steeplechasing, back to reality. ST went to Saratoga and did 
35 newspapers in 45 days – whew – then slept, then regrouped. The Saratoga Special is finished and now it’s 
time for jump racing. The season starts this weekend – and we bring you a detailed fall preview, a Saratoga 
recap, racing coverage from Colonial Downs and more. See you at the (jump) races.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PAGES 22-24

Sunday in Virginia
Dubai Sunday comes through in the open claimer at Colonial Downs, turning back 
a solid field including divisional stars Eagle Beagle and Junood.

PAGES 6-10

Horses, Horses, Horses
Tax Ruling, Sermon Of Love, Red Letter Day, Mixed Up, Twill Do, Call You In Ten and 
all the rest are gearing up for the fall season. The trainers provide some updates.

PAGE 12

Scheduling Sense
Like all of horse racing – the world? – steeplechasing is dealing with some 
negatives in 2010, but the fall schedule includes different Saturdays for Far Hills 
and the International Gold Cup and kicks off with a big day at Monmouth Park.

PAGES 16-21

Saratoga Stars
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard and owner Bill Pape won four of the five steeplechase 
races at Saratoga, including a Grade I with Sermon Of Love, with Tom Voss taking 
the fifth with Easy Red.

PAGES 13-14

Bad News
Jockey Jake Chalfin was injured seriously at a point-to-point this month, while Carl 
Rafter also went to the sidelines with another leg injury.
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Jonathan Sheppard blew open the 
trainer’s race by winning four of five 
races at Saratoga and enters the fall 
with a commanding eight-win cushion 
over Tom Voss and a 10-win gap over 
2009 champion trainer Jack Fisher. 

Sheppard, two wins away from career 
victory 1,000 over jumps, campaigns 
four of the top seven earners after the 
summer. Two, Sermon Of Love and Ar-
cadius, wheel back at Monmouth while 
Divine Fortune is on the sidelines with a 
minor injury from Saratoga. 

Sermon Of Love and Arcadius fin-
ished first and second in the New York 
Turf Writers Cup and Sheppard saw no 
reason not to run them a month later 
in the Helen Haskell Sampson Stakes at 
Monmouth.

“Both horses seem to be doing well,” 
Sheppard said. “When they hang up 
$100,000, I feel like you should par-
ticipate if the horses are doing well. We 
have them for the owners’ enjoyment so 
why not run them.? I’m not sure how 
well suited Sermon Of Love is to the 
weight for age races in the fall and Ar-
cadius seems to be a tough old devil so I 

don’t seen any reason not to run.”
Sheppard reported that Sweet Shani, 

Triplekin, Confined, Parker’s Project 
and Nationbuilder are all on the shelf, 
although there’s a chance the latter 
could make a start in late fall. 

After a disappointing spring season, 
2009 champion Mixed Up is back go-
ing well. Sheppard nearly entered him 
in a training flat race on the Sept. 25-26 
weekend but opted to wait until Mor-
ven Park. 

“He’s trying to revive himself or we’re 
trying to revive him,” Sheppard said 
Sept. 22. “If the Grand National doesn’t 
come up soft (turf), we could go there 
and then to the Colonial Cup. Beyond 
him, I don’t think we have too many 
other oldtimers coming back. We have 
a couple of maidens for Monmouth and 
one by Dynaformer, Nickypalmer, who 
runs at Foxfield and another one (Bill) 
Entenmann bought from Neil Drysdale 
in California named History Boy who 
should win a maiden special this fall.”

Sheppard also mentioned that flat 
horses Forever Together, Informed 
Decision and Cloudy’s Knight are all 

in good order. Garrett Gomez will re-
place jockey Julien Leparoux aboard 
2008 champion Forever Together in the 
Flower Bowl at Belmont. 

• Tom Voss, eight wins behind Shep-
pard in the trainers’ race, will reload 
with Slip Away, Dynaski and Dictina’s 
Boy in the stakes division. 

Owned by Ken and Sarah Ramsey, 
Slip Away won the Temple Gwathmey 
and finished second in the Iroquois this 
spring before logging more miles in the 

A.P. Smithwick and New York Turf 
Writers Cup at Saratoga. Dynaski hasn’t 
run since the Lonesome Glory last fall 
while Dictina’s Boy finished second in 
the Macellus Frost this spring. 

Ground Frost, Ballet Boy and Easy 
Red lead Voss’ novice roster while 
Mabou will aim at fall claimers. 

“I’ve got a bunch of maidens, a few 
novices, a couple of timber horses who 
are just horses and a couple of stakes 

Tod Marks
Red Letter Day (left) and Mixed Up return to the stakes division this fall.

Falling In 
Sheppard stalwarts, Red Letter Day
highlight autumn season returnees

BY SEAN CLANCY FALL STEEPLECHASE PREVIEW

See PREVIEW page 8 
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horses,” Voss said. 
Tiz Silk, Good Request, Separatist, Sharps Island and Fol-

lowmyfootsteps lead the new batallion of maidens. Voss will 
run Witham on the flat before possibly making the 3-year-old 
races in the fall.  

• Jack Fisher enters the fall without a true open stakes 
horse but with numbers in all other categories. Stakes win-
ner Seer could stay in open company or drop to the claiming 
ranks while Ambersham and All Together point for allow-
ance/novice races. Maidens Heldover, Straight To It, Western 
Influence and 3-year-olds Peace Fire, Union Army and Wor-
ried Man supply reinforcements. Opera Heroine is aiming at 
the filly and mare stakes at Far Hills. Fisher has Prospectors 
Strike, Delta Park, Freeboard, Lion’s Double and Swagger 
Stick for the timber division.

• Kathy McKenna enjoyed a productive spring and has 
most of her force returning for the fall including two-time 
winner Quiet Approval. The 4-year-old won at Radnor and 
Saratoga Open House and missed a scheduled start at Sarato-
ga when the fourth-week novice race failed to fill. McKenna 
points the son of Quiet American to Monmouth. 

Saluda Sam, third at Saratoga returns for the fall as well as 
timber horses Fieldview, Haddix, Scuba Steve and Reveillon. 
McKenna added 3-year-old Faction to her string this summer 
and also has Dynacast for the maiden tier.

• Sanna Hendriks entered veteran stakes horse Preemp-
tive Strike on the flat at Monmouth. Two-time timber winner 
South Monarch will hunt this fall and run again in the spring. 
Hendriks has shelved maiden Steppenwolfer until spring but 
does have Salinja returning in that division. 

• The spring’s hottest trainer, Julie Gomena, will try 
to continue her torrid pace this fall with a small but select 

Preview –
 Continued from page 6

See PREVIEW page 9 
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stable from her Virginia base. Gomena 
finished the spring with a 5-for-6 mark 
before losing two races at Saratoga with 
Virginia Minstrel who finished second 
in his start and was injured in the New 
York Turf Writers Cup. 

Gomena readies stakes horses Coun-
try Cousin and Devil’s Preacher, claimer 
Bethpage Black and welcomes new 
maidens Red Ghost, Sol A Pino, The 
Peloton and Knight In Armour.

• Doug Fout could have the best two 
4-year-olds in the fall as the Virginia 
trainer readies Call You In Ten and 
Ptarmigan for the fall. 

“She needed that flat race, she was a 
little anxious down there but came run-
ning to finish third,” Fout said of Ptar-
migan’s run at Colonial Downs Sept. 
18. “We’ve schooled her three times, she 
was a little rusty the first time but great 
after that. (The fall at Fair Hill in May) 
doesn’t seem to have bothered her. You 
don’t know it’s going to affect them un-
til you run them, you have to be careful 
especially with a 4-year-old filly.”

Like Quiet Approval, Call You In 
Ten missed a jump start at Saratoga but 
ran on the flat there in late August.

“He’s good. He’s gotten stronger and 
better. He needed to run on the flat at 
Saratoga, he was getting ready to pop,” 
Fout said. “He ran a good race, it took 
both pony people to pull him up. He’s 
done everything right, he’s ready to 
run. It was pretty disappointing not to 
get to run him over jumps, we had him 
as good as we could have him. He’s a 
pretty smart horse, sensible. I was de-
termined not to run him twice up there. 
He needed some time after (winning at 
Penn National), we tried to do the best 
thing for him, in the long run, it was the 
right thing to do for him, you can’t keep 
going with these horses.”

• Spring Grade I star Tax Ruling re-
turned to the races with a flat prep at 
Colonial Downs Sept. 18 and eyes stops 
at Monmouth Park, Far Hills and the 
Colonial Cup with championship aspi-
rations.

Irv Naylor’s Iroquois winner enjoyed 
a two-month break, was never aiming 
for Saratoga and got back to work in 
time for the fall.

“Far Hills will be his races, that’s 
where we’ll see his best,” said trainer 
Desmond Fogarty of the Grand Na-
tional Oct. 23. “He wants a trip and 
he about half gets run off his feet at the 
flat tracks. It’s a wide-open group at the 
Grade I level and he fits.”

Tax Ruling earned $102,250 this 
spring, second to Sermon Of Love in 
the standings as the calendar turns to 
autumn.

Fogarty also aims timber horse Pa-
triot’s Path for a fall return and expects 
good things from maiden Best Name.

• Trainer Lilith Boucher won the 
Zeke Ferguson with Class Bopper, who 
would be tough to handle in an open 
stakes if he continues the progress he’s 
shown. The 5-year-old has been lightly 
raced over jumps but won a 3-year-
old stakes in 2008, a novice stakes in 
2009 and the open Ferguson this year 
before running on the flat at Kentucky 
Downs.

Preview –
 Continued from page 8

See PREVIEW page 10 
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• A year ago, Red Letter Day emerged as a legiti-
mate Grade I stakes horse when upsetting the Lone-
some Glory at Belmont Park. 

Owned by Greg Hawkins, Red Letter Day went on 
to finish fourth in the Grand National and second in 
the Colonial Cup. The 7-year-old missed the spring 
and summer with an ankle injury but trainer Janet El-
liot has him back in order for a fall campaign.

“Nothing ventured, nothing gained,” Elliot said 
when asked about running in the Monmouth stakes. 
“He’s got a tough assignment coming off a layoff, car-
rying top weight. I hoped for a prep run, he usually 
needs one to get on the mark, but I didn’t want to run 
on the hard ground at the point-to-point so we’ll take 
a shot, I’d say he’s 75 percent.”

Elliot has trained Red Letter Day in Camden all 
summer.  

Elliot also has newcomers Cape Doctor (a son of 
Dynaformer and half-brother to Red Letter Day), 
Camden Wood and Bud Mon for the fall season. 

Short Ones
• Teddy Mulligan will stoke up veterans Brands 

Hatch, Expel and The Editor for fall campaigns. Tied 
for eighth in the standings, Mulligan also has Straw-
berry Hill maiden winner Final Straw in training.

• Billy Meister is priming Maryland Hunt Cup 
winner Twill Do for a fall campaign that could get 
underway at Shawan Downs. Meister also welcomed 
private purchase Sky Count to his Maryland barn this 
summer. 

• Alicia Murphy missed the spring with her tim-
ber star, Major Price, but has the 9-year-old back on 
the gridiron for the fall season. Murphy also entered 
maiden hurdler Grinding Speed at Shawan Downs. 

• Fair Hill maiden winner Wantan is out with an 
injury.

• Jack Fisher retired Duke Of Earl, who is turned 
out with timber leader Bubble Economy who won’t 
return until next fall. Bubble Economy leads Twill Do 
by $48,650 in the timber standings. Fisher also sent 
Valentine winner Diva Maria to be a broodmare for 
owner Gil Johnston. 

• Trainer Jimmy Day has decided to wait until 
spring with Carolina Cup winner Spy In The Sky. Day 
has Mask And Whig, White Holiday and 3-year-old 
New Mambo for the fall circuit. 

• Michele Sanger could send out debut maidens 
Fog Island and No Mesa With Me. 

• Arch Kingsley returns with veterans Riddle, Sun-
shine Numbers and Logaritimo.

• Leslie and Paddy Young have 10 horses including 
maidens Gustavian, Chestermite, Bacetto, Belarion 
and filly Cape Town Queen. 

• Todd McKenna has Radnor Hunt Cup winner 
Meet At Eleven pointing for the International Gold 
Cup and a pair of 3-year-olds, homebred St. Of Cir-
cumstances and Penn National claim Be Great. Class 
Century, second four times earlier in the season, will 
sit out the fall season. 

• Kate Dalton skipped Saratoga with Miss Crown 
and has the mare ready for Monmouth.

• Todd Wyatt readies Dynaway for the fall and will 
wait until spring with You The Man and Northern 
Bay.

• Atlanta maiden winner Prince Rahy has been re-
tired. 

• Mairead Carr won a hurdle race at Thornton Hill 
with Mimi Abel-Smith’s Different Drum.

• Bruce Miller has Dynaskill and Lonesome Nun 
for the filly and mare races.

• Owner/trainer Ernie Oare is offering his entire 
stable at OBS October Sale in Ocala, Fla., but will be 
active on the circuit with several runners.

• Brianne Slater has a pair of returning maidens, 
Bag Of Hammers and Colonial Kid, for Irv Naylor.

• Neil Morris has spring maiden Old Timer for 
the fall as well as new recruit Classic Bridges, win-
ner of the flat race at Nashville for trainer Hill Parker, 
Lake Placid for Diana and Bert Firestone and Last 
Noble. Michael Smith transferred Humdinger back 
to Morris who trained the claimer for Kinross Farm. 
Morris has three timber horses for the fall, Sand Box 
Rules,Ordered To Listen and Just Say Boo.

• Ricky Hendriks reloaded for the fall with maidens 
Three Stepper, Dance Faster, Secret Style and veteran 
Eagle Beagle. 

• Richard Valentine switched maiden hurdle winner 
Atrium to owner Maggie Bryant and to timber racing. 
Valentine also has veteran hurdler Four Schools and 
maiden Vine Hill in work.

Preview –
 Continued from page 9

Tod Marks
Iroquois winner Tax Ruling gets back to work this fall after skip-
ping Saratoga.
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OLD KESWICK C. 1736: 550+ acre horse property with 
board fencing throughout. For the past 6 decades, the 
farm has been known for breeding and raising top-class 
horses. The manor has 11 ft ceilings, original woodwork 
and graciously proportioned rooms (including 7 BR.) 
Extensive horse facilities (36 stalls), cottages, summer 
kitchen and pool complex. A rare opportunity to purchase 
one of Virginia’s finest estates. Price Upon Request.

CHANCELLOR’S ROCK: Featured twice in Architec-
tural Digest, Chancellor's Rock is a sophisticated and  
elegantly understated 446 acre estate in the tradition 
of Virginia's Hunt Country. Remarkable natural setting.  
Every expected amenityvsuch as guest cottage, farm 
manager’s house, stable, cattle barn and machine shed, 
pool complex and formal gardens. This is the perfect 
country retreat. $9,900,000

CASTLE HILL c. 1764: This 600+/- ac. estate in the heart 
of equestrian Keswick Hunt County, on the National 
Register of Historic Places & VA Landmarks Register. 
The beautiful setting encompasses a full compliment of  
estate buildings and formal gardens, pool, pool house, 
detached garage and extraordinary SW Mtn. views. Cas-
tle Hill is a rare and valuable piece of American history 
with a private estate setting. Price Upon Request.

WILLOWBROOK, c. 1869: Charming, completely reno-
vated horse property in a desirable area of The Kes-
wick Hunt. 35+/- acres with six stall center aisle stable 
w/apt. and four bedroom manor house with a new  
gourmet kitchen and located just 10 mi. from Charlot-
tesville and UVA. A small gem surrounded by some of 
the most impressive larger estates in the Old Dominion.  
$2,100,000.

BOXWOOD: Located in the heart of Warm Springs Valley, 
Boxwood is arguably one of the finest estate properties 
in all of Bath County. This 63 acre property has a 5280 
foot home which dates back to the 1790’s. House has 
had significant additions with the latest in 2000 with a 
master wing. Incredible woodwork and hardwood floors 
throughout. Land is ideal for horses or small cattle opera-
tions. Convenient to the Homestead. $2,400,000

STAVE MILL FARM: Elegant Virginia horse farm in pasto-
ral setting. Built in 2001 with a copper roof and stucco on 
84 ac. in Albemarle Co circa.  Master BR suite on 1st floor, 
2 large BR w/ separate baths on 2nd floor, lovely high 
ceilings, cast-iron lentils, hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, 
high-end kitchen, guest cottage, 8-stall barn w/paddocks,  
run-in sheds,  riding ring, tractor shed w/shop, potting 
shed/summerhouse and trap shooting shed. $2,450,000

ELDON FARMS – A rare opportunity to acquire 2,067 
acres within 70 miles of Washington, D.C. Some of the 
most beautiful and private land in Rappahannock County 
and the entire state of Virginia. The land is a combination 
of rolling pasture land and mixed hardwoods. Significant 
mountain views and long river frontage make this prop-
erty very desirable. Price Upon Request.

MOUNTAIN GLEN: 225 acres in the Rapidan area of 
Orange County and in the Keswick Hunt with dramatic 
views of the Blue Ridge. Land is mostly open and fenced 
for cattle. The house dates to 1895 and is solid brick with 
11 ft. ceilings on the main and second floors. House is in 
need of restoration but is very solid. Located in an area of 
estate parcels and large protected farms. $2,300,000

To inquire about any of these properties, please contact

WADEFIELD: Located conveniently to Little Washington 
and Route 211, this 240+/- acres is ideal for a large coun-
try estate. Currently being used as a cattle farm and other 
uses could be horses, hay production, or hunting and 
recreation. Numerous streams flow through the property 
and the Covington River meanders along the boundary 
of the farm. Currently not in conservation easement. 
$1,999,000.
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Monmouth Park or Shawan Downs?
Steeplechase fans have a decision to 

make Saturday, but get a break later in 
the calendar as the International Gold 
Cup and Far Hills move to different 
Saturdays in October for the first time 
since 2006. 

That change is the scheduling high-
light to a short and sweet fall season 
that includes 11 racing days starting 
with the Shawan/Monmouth double 
and ending Nov. 13 with the Colonial 
Cup at Camden, S.C. The schedule lost 
Palm Beach, which raced the past two 
seasons, a stop at Penn National in Oc-

tober and Belmont Park’s Lonesome 
Glory Stakes.

Monmouth Park’s card expanded to 
include a Grade I, the $100,000 Helen 
Haskell Sampson, which is the final 
open hurdle prep for horses thinking 
of going to Far Hills for the $250,000 
Grand National. Shawan also stepped 
back to hurdle racing, after running a 
timber-only meet last year, and was re-
warded with a long list of entries.

“Monmouth is encouraging,” said 
NSA president Guy Torsilieri. “The 
hospital involved was extremely happy 
with last year’s event and they continue 
to be excited about where it’s going. 
The calendar in September meant we 

had three meets (Monmouth, Shawan 
and Foxfield) on one weekend, and that 
made it difficult on our horse inventory, 
but the meets and the horsemen did well 
to fill the races.”

Far Hills, which runs for the 90th 
time Oct. 23, still stands as the richest 
meet on the circuit with $500,000 but 
the U.S. Steeplechase Championships 
concept launched last year has been 
shelved. The six-race card – headed by 
the Grand National and the $100,000 
Foxbrook for novices – stands alone as 
the season’s most important stop (with-
out a title or television coverage). 

Last year’s plan also included betting, 
which was abandoned the morning of 

the meet when the New Jersey Racing 
Commission disagreed with the NSA’s 
interpretation of pari-mutuel wagering 
law.

“As we learned last year, (wagering) 
is much more complicated than anyone 
imagined, but we’re still looking at in-
dividualized parti-mutuel wagering in 
several states,” said Torsilieri, also the 
co-chairman at Far Hills. “There’s not 
going to be a Championship Day the 
way there was last year, partly because 
the two race meets aren’t on one day 
and also the economics of it don’t make 
sense. I love the concept, but you’ve got 
to be able to afford it.”

Because of the week between its meet 
and the Gold Cup, Far Hills will bring 
back the New Jersey Hunt Cup timber 
stakes (at $50,000), but adjusted the 
maiden hurdle purse back to $25,000 
and trimmed the purse on the Gladstone 
Stakes for 3-year-olds to $25,000.

The Gold Cup, set for Oct. 18, ben-
efits from the calendar change and 
should see participation increases and 
happier horsemen. Owners, trainers 
and jockeys no longer have to choose 
between the two quality stops and can 
take part in both. The Gold Cup itself, 
worth $50,000, will again be a popu-
lar target for timber stakes horses and 
mid-level hurdle horses will have a solid 
$30,000 optional claimer to tackle.

Like Far Hills, the Gold Cup was 
part of the Championship Day coverage 
last year including television coverage.

Without Palm Beach, the Colonial 
Cup returns to its spot as the season fi-
nale. The $100,000 Colonial Cup hurdle 
stakes, over Springdale Race Course’s 
brush fences, will  help decide a wide-
open battle for the Eclipse Award.

• Torsilieri said that Palm Beach and 
Belmont’s Lonesome Glory stakes are 
not necessarily gone from the schedule 
and each could return.

The Lonesome Glory was cut, along 
with several stakes for flat horses, be-
cause of budgetary problems at the New 
York Racing Association, which could 
soon get a boost from slot-machine rev-
enue.

Palm Beach and the NSA are discuss-
ing date options.

• As a whole, the NSA circuit has 
been hit by economic difficulties – which 
translated to fewer horses purchased by 
owners and lower purses at some race 
meets. 

“We’re having difficulties, everyone 
is,” Torsilieri said. “But I am really im-
pressed with how our race meets have 
put on their events, held their purse lev-
els and maintained their attitudes.”

• Penn National’s two jump races 
set for Oct. 8 were canceled when the 
track began work on its turf course this 
month.

Racing wins with Far Hills, Gold Cup dates
BY JOE CLANCY
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Amateur jockey Jake Chalfin suf-
fered severe injuries when falling from 
3-year-old filly Sometimes Not at the 
Blue Ridge Point-to-Point in Berryville, 
Va., Sept. 18. Chalfin suffered multiple 
vertebrae fractures and is paralyzed 
from the chest down. Alert and stable, 
he underwent surgery at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in Baltimore Md.

“There’s no organ damage and no 
brain damage and he has use of his arms 
and hands,” said Chalfin’s father Rich-
ard Sept. 21. “He has multiple thoracic 
vertebrae fractures and multiple cervi-
cal vertebrae fractures which have been 
surgically repaired with fuses, plates 
and rods. His spinal cord is not severed 
but there is damage to the spinal cord in 
the lower cervical area, that’s why he’s 
paralyzed from the chest down.”

Chalfin, 32, rode his first race in 
2007 when finishing second aboard Ja-
maica Joe at Cheshire Foxhounds Point-
to-Point. He rode his first NSA race in 
spring 2007 and won his first NSA race 
aboard The Cobblers Son at Virginia 
Fall in October 2007. He has notched 
20 victories on the flat and over jumps 
on the NSA and point-to-point circuit. 
A graduate from Colorado State Uni-
versity, he worked as a sales manager 
for Laurel  Valley Soils in Avondale, Pa. 

Sometimes Not appeared to run out 
after jumping one hurdle at Blue Ridge 
and was running off along the outside 
rail of the right-handed course when 
she veered and threw Chalfin into the 
wooden fence separating the course and 
the vans. 

“He’s awake, alert and eating like a 
horse. He’s his usual self, he’s extremely 

energetic, strong-willed, goal-oriented 
and feisty as ever. He’s ready to attack 
his rehabilitation when ready,” Richard 
Chalfin said. “He’s expressed how over-
whelmed and thankful he is for the sup-
port from all his friends. He’s received 
hundreds of emails, Facebook messages, 
calls and texts.”

Chalfin was expected to be in the 
ICU for a few days, then would be 
transferred to a stepdown unit and then 
to a rehabilitation center. 

Chalfin posted the following message 
on his Facebook page. 

“I’m blown away by the amaz-
ing support. I am staying positive and 
things are moving forward in a good 
way. I apologize for not responding to 
messages but I’m waiting for the swell-
ing to go down in my hands and when 
it does in the next couple days I’ll be 
able to communicate better. I really feel 
blessed and I know together we WILL 
all beat this!!!”

• Jockey Carl Rafter was forced to 
the shelf once again when breaking his 
right knee in a fall at the Thornton Hill 
Point-to-Point Sept. 11. The British-
born jockey was unseated from G’day 
G’day at the last fence in the open tim-
ber. Rafter broke his right leg on two 
earlier occasions.

“They didn’t say it was related, but 
I’m thinking it originated where they 
took the screws out last year,” Rafter 
said. “I went to see my surgeon, he said, 
if it’s just the fracture, it’s six weeks so 
I’m thinking a month. But, he thought I 

Jockey Chalfin
injured in fall

STEEPLECASE NEWS ROUNDUPBY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Jake Chalfin sustained a spine injury in a fall at Blue Ridge Point-to-Point.

See NEWS page 14 
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Saturday, September 25
MONMOUTH PARK-MERIDAN STEEPLECHASE, Oceanport, N.J. 

SHAWAN DOWNS, Hunt Valley, Md.

Sunday, September 26
FOXFIELD FALL, Charlottesville, Va.

Saturday-Sunday, October 2-3
VIRGINIA FALL, Middleburg, Va.

Saturday, October 9
GENESEE VALLEY, Geneseo, N.Y. 
MORVEN PARK, Leesburg, Va.

 Saturday, October 16
INTERNATIONAL GOLD CUP,  The Plains, Va.

Saturday, October 23
FAR HILLS, Far Hills, N.J.

 Saturday, October 30
AIKEN FALL, Aiken , S.C.

Saturday, November 6
STEEPLECHASE AT CALLAWAY, Pine Mountain, Ga.

MONTPELIER, Montpelier Station, Va.

Sunday, November 7
PENNSYLVANIA HUNT CUP, Unionville, Pa.

 Saturday, November 13
COLONIAL CUP, Camden, S.C.

2010 NSA 
Fall Schedule

might have done my ACL.”
No surgery is necessary on the fracture, if the 

anterior cruciate ligament is involved, then it could 
require surgery.

Rafter entered the fall season just three wins 
behind Paddy Young in the jockey standings and 
expected a big fall season while riding predomi-

nantly for trainers Julie Gomena and Kathy McK-
enna. Rafter partnered first-time starter Different 
Drum to win a maiden hurdle at Thornton Hill 
for owner Mimi Abel-Smith and trainer Mairead 
Carr. He picked up the spare ride on G’day G’day 
earlier in the afternoon.

• Jockey Robbie Walsh, who missed time this 
spring and summer with a broken leg sustained in 
a car accident, is back in action and riding this 
fall. He rode at Blue Ridge Point-to-Point and was 
named on several horses this weekend. 

News –
 Continued from page 13

Obituaries
Tom Mosca, 58: Longtime Block House Steeplechase or-

ganizer and volunteer Tom Mosca, of Columbus, N.C., died 
July 28 after battling ALS over the past few years.

Born in California, he was the son of Betty McCord Mosca 
and the late Col. Herbert Pratt Mosca. Mosca was a graduate 
of Ward Melville High School in Setauket, N.Y. and received 
a degree in business administration from Rochester Institute 
of Technology. 

He spent most of his working years in the computer soft-
ware industry, retiring from Activant Corporation, Dallas, 
Texas in 2008. He volunteered with and was a past president 
of the Tryon Riding and Hunt Club, was a past chairman of 
the Block House Steeplechase, was a board member of the 
Piedmont Council of Boy Scouts of America and had hosted 
three AFS students. He was also instrumental in the begin-
ning of the Queen’s Cup Steeplechase near Charlotte.

Surviving in addition to his mother are his wife of 37 
years, Lorraine Worthington Mosca, a son, Thomas McCord 
Mosca, Jr. of Columbus, N.C.; a brother, Herbert Mosca of 

Denver, Colo. and a sister, Nancy Carrey of Ormond Beach, 
Fla.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of the Carolina Foot-
hills, 130 Forest Glen Dr., Columbus, NC 28722. 

John Lundeen Jr.: Atlanta Steeplechase co-founder John 
Lundeen Jr. died in August. The Atlanta-area resident was a 
member of Shakerag Hunt Club, where he served as Master 
of Foxhounds from 1978-1980. In 1965, he helped launch 
the Atlanta Steeplechase and was part of its Board of Stew-
ards through 2000. The jockey building at the race site is 
named in Lundeen’s honor. 

Lundeen served in the Army during World War II, and 
later graduated from Babson University in Boston, Mass. He 
served as executive vice president of American Lithograph 
Company, and stayed with that firm until the mid 1970s 
when it became Case Hoyt Atlanta, Inc. He was then active in 
real estate from the mid 1970s until the mid 1990s. 

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to Hospice At-
lanta, 1244 Park Vista Dr. Atlanta, GA 30319 or to the Atlanta 
Steeplechase, 375 Pharr Rd. Suite 114 Atlanta, GA 30305. 

Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!
Steeplechase Times delivers customers. Call (410) 392-5867 or see st-publishing.



Friday, September 24, 2010 www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Steeplechase Times  •  15



16  •  Steeplechase Times www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, September 24, 2010

He’s done it with converted flat horses, British im-
ports, $5,000 claimers and homebreds. 

He’s done it for Chadds Ford Stable, Will Farish, 
Augustin Stable, R. Dee Hubbard and Bill Pape. He’s 
done it with Michael O’Brien, Barclay Tagg, John 
Cushman, Jerry Fishback, Jonathan Smart, Blythe 
Miller, Danielle Hodsdon and Brian Crowley. 

He’s done it from the east side and the west side of 
the Annex. 

He’s done it while Wustenchef, Storm Cat, With An-
ticipation and Forever Together led the other division. 
He’s done it with Profile, Brandon Hill, Jive, Double 
Reefed, Pantanillo, Kingussie, Mistico, It’s A Giggle 
and Sermon Of Love. He’s done it against Sidney Wat-
ters, Bobby Frankel, Peter Howe, Mikey Smithwick, 
Burley Cocks, Janet Elliot, Jack Fisher, Tom Voss and 
Julie Gomena. 

Jonathan Sheppard has done it all at Saratoga. 

The Hall of Fame trainer continued his summer 
prowess with another run of domination this summer; 
winning four of the five jump races at the meet includ-
ing the A.P. Smithwick and New York Turf Writers 
Cup and climbing to within two of career steeplechase 
victory 1,000. 

He went first, second and fourth in the Jonathan 
Kiser Novice Stakes July 29; first, second and sixth in 
the Smithwick Aug. 5; first and second in an optional 

claimer August 12; first, second and fourth in the Turf 
Writers Aug. 26; second in the final optional claim-
er. Yeah, that’s right, he had one horse finish worse 
than fourth from 12 starts, earning $247,130 of the 
$348,000 (71 percent) of purse money. 

Longtime owner Bill Pape reaped the rewards, 
owning the four winners. Sure, Sheppard has a holster 

Brilliant
Summer

Tod Marks
Sermon Of Love (center) jumps the last among a crowd in the New York Turf Wrtiers Cup.

Sheppard stable takes
four-fifths of schedule

BY SEAN CLANCY

SARATOGA RACE COURSE
July 29 – September 2

See SARATOGA page 17 
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full of jumpers, but this threesome came 
to Saratoga colder than a beer chest. 
Winless since last summer and 2-for-23 
in his career, Sermon Of Love sprung to 
life by upsetting the Kiser and returned 
to capture the Turf Writers. With just a 
Tryon allowance victory since 2007, Di-
vine Fortune took the Smithwick. Win-
less since 2008 and just 2-for-11, Lead 
Us Not handled an optional claimer. 

Before Saratoga started, the after-
thought of Sheppard’s 2010 brigade 
was certainly Sermon Of Love. The 
7-year-old finished second in the 2009 
Turf Writers but also had a 51-length 
drubbing at Aiken this spring on his 
past-performance list; he could be used 
as filler in the non-winners-of-three cat-
egory, the stakes division or perhaps a 
claimer if necessary. 

A flashy 3-year-old for Edie Dixon 
and Jack Fisher four seasons ago, the 
son of Pulpit sold to Danny Pate’s Soli-
tary Oak Farm at the Fitz Dixon disper-
sal sale at Keeneland 2007. Pate then 
re-sold the horse to steeplechase owner 
Calvin Houghland, who sent the horse 
to Sheppard. Racing for Houghland last 
summer, the horse won an allowance 
race at Penn National and a flat race at 
Saratoga (and placed second in the 2009 
Turf Writers). Sermon Of Love wound 
up in Pape’s colors after Houghland 
died last year. The bay Kentucky-bred 
came to Saratoga as an underachiever, 
a veteran Sheppard trainee whose role 
usually came down to picking up spare 
checks and filling races. Even stablemate 
The Price Of Love (no relation) further 
shrouded Sermon Of Love. 

At least until Sheppard pulled out 
the blinkers for the horse’s 32nd career 
start. 

In the opener, Sermon Of Love ran 
and jumped like he meant it while being 
ridden for the first time by Brian Crow-
ley, who came to the United States this 
winter and found a spot riding for Shep-
pard in Camden and again at the farm 
this summer. Crowley wouldn’t take no 
for an answer and stoked up Sermon Of 
Love for an upset score opening week. 

Sermon Of Love ran down Virginia 
Minstrel (Matt McCarron) after the last 
fence to win the $70,000 Jonathan Kiser 
Novice Stakes by a half-length. Landing 
over the last, the winner accelerated and 
kicked clear in 3:49.56 for 2 1/16 miles. 
Italian Wedding rallied for third.

“He’s been disappointing this year,” 
Sheppard said. “He’s quite a high-class 
horse, I don’t think he’s been doing his 
best. I’ve never thought of him as really 
a top horse, more a mid-division horse, 
he is quite fast, he does work as well as 
any of our other jumpers, possibly even 
better. He’s not particularly big, he’s 
a little washy, and not a hundred per-
cent genuine, the blinkers helped and 
the rider is on fire. The blinkers were 
(Hodsdon’s) idea, she schooled him in 
them over the baby hurdles in Camden 
(S.C.) and thought they moved him up 
a little.”

A maiden turf winner at Saratoga last 
summer, Sermon Of Love fit into the 
race’s “or” condition as a non-winner 
of three and towered over the field with 
23 prior jump starts (compared to five 
for Virginia Minstrel).

“He traveled great for me and he 
jumped very well,” Crowley said. 
“Turning down the back straight, they 

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 16

See SARATOGA page 18 

Jack Clancy
The Saratoga winners at home (from left): Divine Fortune with Sarah Thomas, Sermon Of Love with Keri Brion and Lead Us Not with Jim Bergen.
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came around me and he picked up the 
bridle. On the turn I knew I had a lot of 
horse. All I wanted to do was get over 
the last. I knew if my horse had just a 
bit he could get there.”

A month later, Sermon Of Love cap-
tured the New York Turf Writers Cup, 
the 13th time for Sheppard to win Sara-
toga’s Grade I steeplechase. Sheppard 
trained runner-up Arcadius as well and 
fourth-place Divine Fortune, who be-
came another Smithwick winner who 
couldn’t duplicate the effort three weeks 
later.

“You could probably run the race in 
three weeks and our three horses might 
finish in a different order,” Sheppard 

said as he walked out of the winner’s 
circle.

Crowley broke Sermon Of Love 
sharply from the starter’s flag and led 
for the first few strides before finding a 
perfect window in fourth, just off long-
shot Swagger Stick who led the compact 
field through tepid opening furlongs. 
Smithwick winner Divine Fortune, who 
raced close to the pace in his victory, 
lagged in last after one flight.

Passing the wire for the first time, 
Swagger Stick led Birthday Beau with 
Slip Away tucked inside third. Sermon 
Of Love led the second tier, on his own 
in fourth. Second-choice Arcadius erred 
at the third hurdle, losing valuable posi-
tion and found himself in the back of 
the eight-horse field.

Turning down the backside for the 
final time, Hodsdon moved Divine For-
tune five wide but the Smithwick win-
ner made a mistake at the first fence 
down the backside, costing time and 
position at a moment when both were 
paramount. 

Crowley bided his time on the in-
side, still patient aboard Sermon Of 
Love. Leaving the backside, he posi-
tioned himself outside Slip Away as 
the field turned for home. Sermon Of 
Love swung out for the last and met it 
on a perfect stride, touching down with 
only Swagger Stick to catch. Five horses 
jumped the last within a length. Sermon 
Of Love inhaled Swagger Stick and held 
off Arcadius to win by a length. The 
game Swagger Stick (Willie Dowling) 
lasted for third. The first five finished 
within 2 1/2 lengths of each other. Ser-
mon Of Love completed 2 3/8 miles in 
4:36.83.

Crowley, who had won one race 
from just nine rides all year, earned his 
third triumph at the meet with another 
definitive display.

“I was delighted the whole way, he 
traveled well, jumped great the whole 
way, had a clear view of the fences and 
the obstacles,” Crowley said. “I was 
delighted turning into the straight, if 
nothing came from behind I had the 
race at my mercy. It’s mind blowing, to 
ride three winners and a second from 
four rides. I rode a nice few winners at 
home in Ireland and England but this is 
all smiles. There are so many people to 
thank.”

With four weeks between the Kiser 
and Turf Writers, Sheppard let down 
Sermon Of Love who stayed home when 
Divine Fortune returned to the Spa a 
week before the Turf Writers. While 
his stablemate and rival put in his final 
preps over the Oklahoma track, Sermon 
Of Love went the traditional route.

Sheppard ordered a 2-mile tune-up 
in the “100-acre field” at the farm near 
West Grove, Pa. Exercise rider Frank 
Steall led the way on Arcadius, Crowley 
followed on Sermon Of Love.

“Arcadius led and Sermon Of Love 
came to him and finished at his shoul-
der. That’s what I asked them to do 
and according to (assistant) Jim Ber-
gen, that’s exactly what they did, not 
incredibly fast. Arcadius isn’t quite as 
speedy in work as Sermon, we always 
make the one coming from behind do 
a little more,” Sheppard said. “We time 
them the last five-eighths, well, I don’t 
know how far it is, we time them from 
a pole up on the hill to a tree when they 
come back up the hill, a good work is 
somewhere in a minute, they go about 2 
miles (total), we start off at a hand can-
ter, after about the first three-quarters 

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 17
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Tod Marks
Divine Fortune (center) jumps the last in a rainy A.P. Smithwick Memorial Aug. 5.

See SARATOGA page 19 
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we pick it up to a two-minute lick and 
then they rock on the last five-eighths.”

The work seemed to suit as the duo 
finished one-two for the meet’s most 
prestigious jump prize. Sheppard was 
pleased with that work but dismayed 
with the one he engineered at Saratoga 
when Divine Fortune crawled through 
a half-mile breeze on the dirt three days 
before the Turf Writers. Unable to work 
on the turf because of rain, Sheppard 
audibled and tried to prime Divine For-
tune for his best, but was convinced the 
work left him too dull to excel in the 
race.

“I wish we didn’t have such a slow 
work on Monday with Divine Fortune, 
because he was just a little flat early, 
he needs to be in the clear and closer, 
he was too far back and tucked on the 
inside, he ran a pretty darn game race 
considering all that,” Sheppard said. 
“Arcadius ran a good race considering 
I almost didn’t enter him, he was dead 
lame when he came in from schooling 
on Friday. It’s stressful, you have to 
take a shot, we aren’t going to pass up a 
chance with one of the favorites for the 
Turf Writers, if it’s a minor possibility. 
Now you know why I don’t have any 
hair left.”

Divine Fortune provided the Rogaine 
for Sheppard when the homebred took 
the Smithwick August 5.

The 7-year-old chestnut, a winner 
over the course in 2007, returned from 
a two-year layoff last fall and inched 
through a campaign this spring/summer. 

The return culminated in the Smithwick, 
Pape’s fourth and Sheppard’s 11th.

“We’ve just been so lucky and of 
course you can’t underestimate the man 
that trains them,” Pape said. “I’m just 
along for the ride, and he provides a 
great trip. We have no intentions of re-
tiring. We’ve been doing it 40 years and 
we have eight mares in foal so we’re 
planning four years out now – the pow-
er of positive thinking, right?”

Divine Fortune provided proof of the 
plan, rallying in deep stretch to catch 
stubborn pacesetter Slip Away and out-
kicking the Sheppard-trained Arcadius 
to win by three-quarters of a length in 
3:58.98 for 2 1/16 miles.

Even-money favorite Slip Away set 
a leisurely pace and threatened to stay 
there for every step with bold jumping 
and a resolute gallop.

Divine Fortune (Danielle Hodsdon) 
set up in a second, 5 lengths off the lead 
and clear of the five others. With a cir-
cuit remaining, the winner blundered 
through the sixth fence but gathered 
himself and went back to work stalk-
ing Slip Away. A strong jump at the 
seventh and another at the eighth set up 
the race’s final quarter-mile. Divine For-
tune went to work, got to Slip Away at 
the last and prevailed as the 5-2 second 
choice (with entrymate The Price Of 
Love). Arcadius took second from Slip 
Away by a head.

Hodsdon said her horse recovered 
quickly from the mistake at the sixth.

“I asked him something a little bit 
ridiculous, he corrected himself really 
well; as soon as he refilled the bridle, I 
just kept him on it and he was fine, he 

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Lead Us Not powers to the finish to win the optional claimer Aug. 12.

See SARATOGA page 20 
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over-jumped the next one, that’s all,” 
she said. “I knew as soon as he got one, 
he’d be OK. The last came up the same, 
that long one, I said, ‘There’s no way I 
should ask for that, I really don’t want 
to put him on the deck here.’ I saw this 
beautiful long spot, but I thought if I 
don’t get this I’m screwed, I better sit 
still. He would have gotten up easier if I 
had gotten that spot.”

Sheppard missed the jumping mis-
take live, but winced while watching 
the replay.

“Oh no, he put in an extra (stride), 
he nearly fell. I’m glad I didn’t see it,” 
he said. “I saw him take off, but I didn’t 
see him land because I wanted to watch 
our other two. I heard Tom Durkin say 
there was a miscue, but I just saw it out 
of the corner of my eye. A lot of times 
that can stop a horse. He was pretty 
brave to get back into it.”

A rangy son of Royal Anthem, Di-
vine Fortune followed a familiar Shep-
pard career path – three flat starts, then 
three hurdle runs as a 3-year-old in 
2006; maiden hurdle and maiden flat 
wins at 4; hurdle wins at Saratoga and 
the Meadowlands later that year.

Expectations rose, but the budding 
star went to the sidelines with a bowed 
tendon and missed two years.

Hodsdon missed him.
“I’ve said since this horse was 4 that 

he’s the best horse I’ve ridden, but look-
ing at his form based on everybody else 
in the race and it looks a little weaker 
than some,” she said. “I just think if all 
his starts had continued in succession 
from his 4-year-old year, he would have 
been any type of horse. But, hey, he’s 
back. Knock on wood, he’s sound and 
happy.”

Divine Fortune returned last Novem-
ber, and finished fifth behind Slip Away 
in an open stakes. The real work started 
this spring with a second in the Caroli-
na Cup (Gr. II), an allowance win and a 
third in a Grade III in May. Two months 

of rest ended with an easy fourth at Co-
lonial Downs July 11.

Next came the Smithwick, after a 
sharp workout over the Oklahoma turf 
course Aug. 2. Meant for 5 furlongs, 
the work was clocked for 6 (1:12 1/5) 
thanks to a strong gallop-out and pro-
duced a ready horse three days later.

“A work like that gets him pumped, 
so he’s ready and he’s in the bridle,” 
Sheppard said. “He knows it’s a race. 
He knows he’s got to go to work. At 
Colonial, he was off the bridle, the 
reins were dangling halfway through 
the race. I said that we needed  a good 
sharp work before this race. He got it.”

Hodsdon engineered the breeze and 
knew it was sharp.

“It helps coming up here, they know 
what they’re building up to, I turned 
this horse out this morning and he was 
squealing and dropping down and roll-
ing, and jumping up, squealing and buck-
ing in place, he didn’t even know what to 
do with himself,” Hodsdon said. “When 
they’re up here getting ready, we build 
them up. When they have that last breeze, 
we give them a flat-horse type of breeze 
for their last one, they know. Everyone of 
them knows this is it. They’re smart.”

Sheppard picked up his other win 
when Lead Us Not (Crowley) staved off 
stablemate Parker’s Project in the Cal-
vin Houghland Hurdle August 12 

Crowley relinquished the lead to Rid-
dle, moved his horse to the outside after 
the final jump and finished with a flurry.

“He looked like a nice young horse 
at one time, he had some soundness 
issues, he’s always been a little one-
paced,” Sheppard said. “Timber people 
have been wanting to buy him because 
he stays all day, he’s a big strong horse 
and he jumps well but I wasn’t quite 
ready to give up on him. You raise these 
horses yourself, spend all this time and 
energy, you’ve got them about half-
cooked you don’t want to turn around 
and give them to someone else.”

At Saratoga 2010, Sheppard wasn’t 
giving anything to anybody.

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy and 
Mike Kane.

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 19

Tod Marks
Sermon Of Love jumps a fence early in his July 29 win in the Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes.

Paddy Young knew the question was coming, so 
went ahead and answered.

“You don’t need to tell me, I hear you, I know the 
stats. It’s hard anyway, but I’ve been up here work-
ing for the man. He’s been fantastic, never had a bad 
word to say which makes it easier for me. But when 
you expect to win and you don’t win you go back 
and start second guessing stuff. This takes a lot of 
pressure off.”

The champion jockey went to Saratoga to ride out 
in the mornings and ride jump races for trainer Tom 
Voss. They came into the 2010 finale with no wins in 
four tries – risking Voss’ streak of at least one steeple-
chase win at the meet. The skein goes back to 1992, 
when the trainer’s only starter, Fractious, finished 
third behind Break Clean and Hurler.

In the Sept. 2 optional claimer, Voss gave young a 
leg up on Easy Red, an 18-1 shot with an 11-month 
losing streak and two dismal tries over the course. 
The Dumbarton Farm homebred ran like his reputa-
tion (and Young’s) depended on it, scoring by 2 3/4 
over Lead Us Not with Saluda Sam third in 4:39 3/5 
for 2 3/8 miles.

The 8-year-old son of Charismatic won four races 
and more than $200,000 on the flat before switching 
to jumps – and winning his first start – at Monmouth 

Park last September. He lost his next seven, but began 
2010 with two seconds and a third. Young rode the 
Maryland-bred at Saratoga Open House and they fin-
ished fourth, 22 lengths behind Quiet Approval. With 
Xavier Aizpuru aboard in an optional claimer Aug. 
12, Easy Red pulled up in Lead Us Not’s victory.

The recent form made Young think about riding 
stablemate Moon Dolly three weeks later. 

“His runs had been awful, I got off him at Open 
House and didn’t know if he ran badly, if I rode him 

badly or he just wasn’t my kind of horse,” 
Young said. “Xav rode him and it was the 
same kind of thing. I was going to pick 
Moon Dolly, but I would have had to do 
142 (compared to 152 for Easy Red) and 
Tom said not to worry about wasting and 
to just ride Easy Red.”

As the race drew closer, Young was 
happy about the decision.

“Since the last race, he stayed up here 
in Saratoga and I’ve been riding him 
pretty much every day,” Young said. 
“He’s been feeling fantastic. I knew he 
was doing well, which gave me a bit of 
confidence in him.”

Voss credited some extra work on the 
horse’s back with helping Easy Red deliver 
on raceday and Young felt a better horse 
as the race unfolded. Easy Red settled in 
mid-pack early, cruised into a stalking 
spot with a turn to go and outkicked Lead 
Us Not over the final quarter-mile.

“Today was a no-pressure day,” he said. “Go out, 
try something different. I figured I’d jump him outside, 
give him plenty of daylight and encourage him to run 
into things. Down the backside, I smooched and he 
picked it up right away. I wanted to sit and make sure 
he got his breath back before we had to really run – I 
pulled him out on the last bend and he picked up a bit 
more. He ran all the way to the line.”

– Joe Clancy

Voss, Young team up
to halt Sheppard sweep

Tod Marks
Easy Red (right) flies the last on the way to a win Sept. 2.

Help Wanted
Whipper-In

Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire Foxhounds in Unionville, Pennsylvania
has a position available for whipper-in. Candidate must be a strong, 

confident rider, hard working, honest, and serious about a career in hunt service. 
Salary, health care, housing and utilities provided.

 
Send resume to: 

Ivan Dowling, Huntsman, P.O. Box 38, 
Unionville, PA 19375-0038

or e-mail to dowlingivan@verizon.net

Sales Position 
Independent, high commission sales to luxury homeowners, wine stores 

and restaurants.  Perfect full-time/part-time job for individual with background 
in construction sales, architecture, interior design, fine art and wine.  

Training and support by Regional Sales Manager.  
Territories are VA,MD and DC.

Contact:
doncochranwci@hotmail.com or 610-721-9698
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It’s Eby In The Stretch

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. • Blue Ball, PA 
717/354-4971 • 800/292-4752

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation

Sales • Service • Parts

55
07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Saratoga Results
Saratoga Race Course. Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Turf Firm.

Thursday, July 29
1st. $70,000. Novice Stakes, 2 1/16 Miles. 
NW Prior To 6/1/09 Or NW 3. Jonathan Kiser Memorial.
1. Sermon Of Love L 156  Crowley 25.00 8.90 6.40
2. Virginia Minstrel L 152  McCarron  4.50 3.70
3. Italian Wedding L 152  Dowling   4.30

Exacta (6-1) $111.50. Trifecta (6-1-9) $656.00
Superfecta (6-1-9-2) $1,564.00

4. Nationbuilder L 152  Hodsdon
5. Moon Dolly (GB) L 144  Aizpuru
6. Mabou L 152 Young
7. Birthday Beau L 152 Geraghty
PU. Arch Hero L 148  Petty
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:49 2/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 7, Pulpit-Plenty Of Sugar, Ascot Knight.
Bred by Fitz Dixon (Ky).

Thursday, August 5
1st. $75,000 Open Hurdle Stakes, 2 1/16 Miles.

The A.P. Smithwick Memorial (G2)
1. Divine Fortune L 146  Hodsdon 7.40 3.60 2.10
2. Arcadius L 142  Crowley  4.00 2.40
3. Slip Away L 150  Young   2.20

Exacta (1-7) $27.60. Trifecta (1-7-5) $60.50
4. Planets Aligned L 150  Aizpuru
5. Dark Equation L 146  Murphy
6. The Price Of Love L 150  Dowling
7. Dr. Bloomer L 146  Nagle
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:58 4/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 7, Royal Anthem-My Tombola, Northern Fling.
Bred by Pape and Sheppard (Pa).

Thursday, August 12
1st. $53,000. Optional Claiming Hurdle, 2 1/16 Miles.
NW2 Or $30,000 Clm. Price
1. Lead Us Not L 144 Crowley 14.40 7.20 4.70
2. Parker’s Project L 149  Hodsdon  6.40 4.70
3. Grantor L 156  Nagle   7.90

Exacta (5-8) $91.00. Trifecta (5-8-3) $954.00
Superfecta (5-8-3-7) $8,424.00

4. Riddle L 156  Dalton
5. Saluda Sam L 144  Rafter
6. Chess Board (GB) L 152  Geraghty
PU. All Together L 156 Dowling
PU. Easy Red L 152  Aizpuru
PU. Hidden Trail L 156  Young
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:52 1/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 8, Royal Anthem-Sultress, Gallant Romeo.
Bred by Pape and Sheppard (Pa).

Thursday, August 26
1st. $100,000. Open Hurdle Stakes, 2 3/8 Miles.

New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. I)
1. Sermon Of Love L 148 Crowley 4.30 2.50 2.10
2. Arcadius L 150  Nagle  4.20 3.00
3. Swagger Stick L 146  Dowling   4.50

Exacta (1-7) $14.40. Trifecta (1-7-4) $100.00
4. Divine Fortune L 154  Hodsdon
5. Slip Away L 156  Young
PU. Birthday Beau L 138  Geraghty
PU. Seer L 146 Aizpuru
PU. Virginia Minstrel L 142  Rafter
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:36 4/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 7, Pulpit-Plenty Of Sugar, Ascot Knight.
Bred by Fitz Dixon (Ky).

Thursday, September 2
1st. $53,000. Optional Claiming Hurdle, 2 3/8 Miles.
NW2 Or $30,000 Clm. Price
1. Easy Red L 152  Young 39.00 12.40 7.60
2. Lead Us Not L 156  Crowley  4.50 2.60
3. Saluda Sam L 144 Rafter   6.60

Exacta (7-4) $144.50. Trifecta (7-4-6) $1,956.00
4. Straight To It L 135  Dowling
5. Riddle L 156  Hodsdon
6. Four Schools (Ire) L 152  McCarron
PU. Dr. Bloomer L 144  Nagle
PU. Moon Dolly (GB) L 142  Petty
PU. All Together L 156  Aizpuru
Mgn: 2 3/4. Time: 4:39 3/5.
O: Dumbarton Farm. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 8, Charismatic-Dreams Of Glory, Seattle Slew.
Bred by Dumbarton Farm (Md).

Tod Marks
Trainer Tom Voss and former steeplechaser The Looper show 
the way to the track at Saratoga.Brian Crowley rode three winners and had two seconds.
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Back in May at Radnor, Dubai Sun-
day finished almost 10 lengths behind 
Eagle Beagle. Last November at Cam-
den, he finished 18 lengths behind the 
claiming star.

So what happened in the rematch at 
Colonial Downs Sept. 18? Dubai Sun-
day dominated a $15,000 claiming hur-
dle, going right to the front, opening a 
10-length lead early and coasting home 
by 4 1/2 lengths for owner Irv Naylor 
and trainer Desmond Fogarty. Dubai 
Sunday (Darren Nagle) needed 4:12.59 
to cover 2 1/4 miles over One Sea with 
Eagle Beagle a nose back in third. An-
other claiming stalwart, Junood, fin-
ished fourth.

“You tell me,” Fogarty said when 
asked how it happened. “He’s not a 
bad, old horse but this time he looked 
as good as he did when he broke his 
maiden.”

The 9-year-old son of Sunday Silence 
did that in November 2008 at Camden, 
when he outran a solid maiden field. 
He dipped to the conditioned-claiming 
ranks to get his second win, nearly a 
year later at Montpelier, and opened 

2010 with fourths at Great Meadow 
and Radnor. 

Rested for four months before Colo-
nial, Dubai Sunday improved to 3-for-
21 over jumps. Fogarty gave the Japa-
nese import six to eight weeks off after 
Radnor and aimed for freshness over 
fitness on the return.

“We did a lot of farm stuff – jogging 
and swimming and trying to do what-
ever we could with the ground,” said 
Fogarty, who was pointing toward an 
optional claimer at Virginia Fall Oct. 
2. “He probably didn’t even work – it 
would make you think that maybe they 
don’t need to work so much.”

Dubai Sunday paid $14.60 as the 
longest shot in the five-horse field.

• Owner/trainer Ernie Oare brought 
Rockon Rockoff to Colonial for the 
maiden claiming hurdle and – like Dubai 
Sunday – the New York-bred pulled a 
mild upset. Unlike the day’s other jump 
winner, Rockon Rockoff raced last of 
seven early, pushed to the front on the 

final turn and drew off late to post a 
win in his third jump start.

Rockon Rockoff (Roddy Macken-
zie) dispatched Primero Peru by 9 1/2 
lengths with favorite Class Mark third 
in 4:04.70 for 2 1/4 miles.

“I dropped him out because it was a 
long time since he ran and he had fallen 
so I wanted him to get some daylight at 
his fences,” said Mackenzie, who won 

his 15th career race to lose his appren-
tice allowance. “It worked. They went 
fast in front of him and they came back 
to him when he started running.”

The 5-year-old son of Wheelaway 
went 0-for-9 on the flat last year and 
opened 2010 with a fourth over hurdles 
at Tanglewood. He won a conditioned 
claimer on the flat at Colonial June 5, 

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Dubai Sunday takes command of the open claimer at Colonial Downs.

Day Light
Dubai Sunday hammers top pair
for Nagle, Fogarty in open claimer

BY JOE CLANCY COLONIAL DOWNS
Saturday, September 18

See COLONIAL page 24 

717.768.3200  
  www.prec isebui ld ings .com

Serving CT, NY, NJ, PA, MD, DE, VA & WV
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Peter L. ViLLa 
Fine art

www.peterlvillafineart.com
212-371-1196

then fell in a maiden-claiming hurdle start 
eight days later. Freshened for the return, 
Rockon Rockoff prepped with a  fifth on 
the flat at Delaware Park Sept. 4.

“I’ve always liked the horse,” Mack-
enzie said. “It was a massive (class) drop 
for him, but he can get better. He still 
has a lot of learning to do jumping wise 
and he’s going the right way.”

The winner paid $19.20 as the third-
longest price on the board.

• Oare sent timber horse He’s A Con-
niver to a training flat win to start the 
three-race NSA card (on a day that also 
included harness racing). Behind him 
were Grade I hurdler Tax Ruling and 
hurdle winner Ptarmigan among others.

Colonial –
 Continued from page 22 1st. Training Flat. 1-1/2 Miles.

1. He’s A Conniver L 155 Petty
2. Swell Party L 150 Thomas
*3. Three Stepper L 155 Crowley
*3. Ptarmigan L 152  Murphy
5. Belarion L 155  Young
6. Storm Harbor L 155  Duncan
7. Music Tune L 155  Mackenzie
8. Tax Ruling L 155  Nagle
9. Wazee Moto L 155  Williams
*-Dead heat for third.
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 2:35 2/5. O: EMO Stable. T: Ernie Oare.
Ch. g. 8, Crafty Friend-Better To Be Lucky, Roberto. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (PA).

2nd. $10,000 Maiden Claiming Hurdle. 2-1/4 Miles. 
$15,000-$10,000 Clm. Price.

1. Rockon Rockoff L 143  Mackenzie 19.20 9.60 4.00
2. Primero Peru  156  Nagle  4.00 3.20
3. Class Mark L 150  Young   2.10

Exacta (7-8) $174.00. Trifecta (7-8-4) $242.00 
Superfecta (7-8-4-2) $738.00

4. Embarrassed L 152  Petty
5. More To The Point L 142  Geraghty
Pu. Sir Dynamite L 148  Crowley
Pu. Baylor Dude   150  Dalton
Mgn: 9 1/2. Time: 4:04 3/5. O: EMO Stable. T: Ernie Oare.
B. g. 5, Wheelaway-Teedleewinks, Badger Land. 
Bred by David Greenbaum (NY).

3rd. $15,000 Open Claiming Hurdle. 2-1/4 Miles. 
$15,000-$10,000 Clm. Price.

1. Dubai Sunday (Jpn) L 146  Nagle 14.60 8.40 3.20
2. One Sea L 141  Mackenzie  5.60 2.80
3. Eagle Beagle L 150  Young   3.20

Exacta (2-4) $92.80. Trifecta (2-4-1) $511.20
4. Junood   158  Dalton
5. Cuse L 146  Mcvicar
Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 4:12 2/5. O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
B. g. 9, Sunday Silence-Lotta Lace, Nureyev. 
Bred by Northern Farm (Japan).

Colonial Downs Results
Saturday, Sept. 18. New Kent, Va. Turf Firm.

custom & collector 
tableware, unique 
awards, paper goods

Contact 
Lizi Ruch
310-823-6518 

www.artfullyequestrian.com

On exhibit during 
the WEG at Lilly’s:
1147 Bardstown Rd. 
Louisville, KY   
502-451-0447

Agricultural
Equine

Commercial
Residential

610-804-2295
www.cochranfence.com • hank@hlcochran.com

Fence Construction

Commemorate the 
moment by ordering a 
full color, glossy reprint 
of a Steeplechase 
Times cover. 

Is Your Horse a Cover Boy?

$75 plus shipping. 

To Order, call  
(410) 392-5867 or email 
orders@st-publishing.com.

Past and Current Seasons 
Available. Call or email to 
confirm availability.
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CFG
Creative FinanCial Group

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

URGENT
INFORMATION

Check all type, art, and layout
that exist on this proof. Please
check information below and
sign. Your signature/initial 
indicates you are accepting 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY for
the accuracy of all content. If
nothing is received it is our
policy to run the ad as is. All
corrections must be faxed or
phoned back by 3:00 pm on
production day. 
Fax corrections back to:
302-235-0902
or phone your ad rep at:
302-239-4644
❑ Ad ok, run as is
❑ Ad ok to print after revisions
indicated, no re-proof 
❑ Fax new proof after revisions

Sign/Date

Important:
You Must Sign & Date

P l e a s e
P R O O F R E A D

y o u r  j o b  
CAREFULLY

Community Publications
PO Box 549 Hockessin

DE, 19707

Job: That’s Hats
Date: 12-18-07
Ad #: 2320790

Ad Rep: Mari
Email: bcmcompany@yahoo.com

Fax:
Proof: 1

¶

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

on Route 202
1/4 mile N. of PA/DE border

Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com

Bring 
this ad for
10% off

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Consignment New & Used  
Riding Apparel

Hunt, Show, Event, Drive, 
Sidesaddle

Bespoke Coats and Shirts

HuntCloset
the Beresfordgallery.com

For best service, call 
for an appointment.

610-347-1247
Rt. 82, Unionville, PA

(336) 312-5996
irishridingadventures@yahoo.com

Stephanie Miller
U.S. Booking Agent

Aille Cross Equestrian Centre
The Connemara Trail

Irish Riding Adventures
www.irishridingadventures.com

3309 Wedgewood Place
Greensboro, NC 27403

Camden Residential Real Estate LLC
Historic Cottages & Equestrian Properties

803.272.6207 cell
803.432.0102

kcrichardson4@yahoo.com

Keith Richardson
Broker/Owner
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young  ......................... 64  14  9  8  $408,150 .22
Carl Rafter  ............................. 46  11  6  4  222,470 .24
Danielle Hodsdon  .................. 33  11  5  6  266,260 .33
Jeff Murphy  ........................... 45  7  6  9  142,525 .16
Bernie Dalton  ........................ 38  6  12  3  142,950 .16
Xavier Aizpuru  ....................... 38  6  8  5  159,750 .16
Jody Petty  ............................. 45  6  3  5  110,150 .13
Richard Boucher  ................... 21  6  2  6  113,200 .29
Darren Nagle  ......................... 50  5  9  8  234,870 .10
Matt McCarron  ...................... 35  5  7  5  103,440 .14

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jonathan Sheppard  ............... 63  19  9  16  $562,330 .30
Tom Voss  .............................. 67  11  16  7  310,150 .17
Jack Fisher  ............................ 57  9  10  7  296,250 .16
Kathy McKenna  ..................... 35  7  2  3  96,570 .20
Sanna Hendriks  ..................... 13  5  1  2  48,300 .39
Julie Gomena  .......................... 8  5  1  1  119,600 .63
Doug Fout  ............................. 25  4  1  6  85,275 .16
Dave Washer  ........................... 8  3  3  1  34,850 .38
Teddy Mulligan  ...................... 15  3  1  3  35,800 .20
Todd Wyatt  ............................ 16  3  1  3  42,700 .19

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Bill Pape  ................................ 25  6  3  6  $274,090 .24
Irv Naylor  .............................. 42  5  2  6  171,850 .12
Arcadia Stable  ....................... 19  4  3  0  149,600 .21
Hudson River Farm ................ 12  2  4  5  101,790 .17
Ken and Sarah Ramsey  ......... 10  2  2  2  95,100 .40
Maggie Bryant  ....................... 21  5  1  4  73,975 .24
Mary Ann Houghland  .............. 7  2  0  1  72,000 .29
Oakwood Stable  ...................... 5  3  1  0  69,600 .60
Randleston Farm  ..................... 7  1  2  0  59,450 .14
Sue Sensor  ............................. 8  2  1  0  47,020 .25

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Sermon Of Love  ...................... 4  2  0  2  $109,500 .50
Tax Ruling  ............................... 2  1  0  0  102,250 .50
Bubble Economy  ..................... 3  2  1  0  95,400 .67
Divine Fortune  ......................... 6  2  1  1  86,000 .33
Slip Away  ................................ 4  1  1  1  68,500 .25
Arcadius  .................................. 4  1  2  1  64,500 .25
Lead Us Not  ............................ 4  1  1  2  47,840 .25
Spy In The Sky  ........................ 2  1  0  0  47,500 .50
Twill Do  ................................... 2  1  0  0  46,750 .50
Easy Red  ................................. 6  1  2  1  45,950 .17

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 24



28  •  Steeplechase Times www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, September 24, 2010

Try Again Stable...................... Jim Mcvey
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Torlundy ............................................... $27,000
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
............................................ $254,000
Rolling Thunder Stable ..............Bob Lunny
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $10,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $235,850
Browntrout Stable ................. Douglas Lees
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Incomplete ............................................. $7,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $232,850

Genesee Valley Racers .......... Gail McGuire
Arcadius ............................................... $64,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $36,000
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
............................................ $232,100
Cheltenham Invasion ......Richard Hutchinson
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $28,000
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $17,500
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
............................................ $225,400
Honey Locust .....................Winfield  Sapp
Arcadius ............................................... $64,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $36,000
Class Century ....................................... $18,000
Make BelievE ........................................ $13,500
............................................ $222,100

Kim’s Kutie Kolts ......................Kim Koran
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
South Monarch .................................... $30,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Best Alibi ................................................ $3,000
............................................ $211,350
Pink Moon ......................Susan Haldeman
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
All Together .......................................... $17,000
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
............................................ $209,400

Here’s The Plan Stable .......... Serelee Hefler
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Swagger Stick ...................................... $25,900
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Fleeting Thunder ........................................... $0
............................................ $208,650
Prestbury Dreams Stables ......Pete Fornatale
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $14,400
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
Steppenwolfer ........................................ $2,000
............................................ $200,800

6 ‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern

Tod Marks
HIDING IN PLAIN VIEW. Sermon Of Love (wearing a fly mask) did not make anyone’s Pick Six 
Stable in pre-season selections and has won more than $109,000.

Front-Running
Jim McVey’s Try Again Stable holds down the top spot – still – but could be vulnerable with a 

host of challengers that appear to be more well stocked for the fall season. McVey does not have 
Tax Ruling, for example, and his closest pursuers do. Surprisingly, Saratoga did little to change 
the standings though Arcadius provided solid income for a few stables in the top 10 with two rich 
stakes placings.  McVey takes home the July and August prizes – $50 gift certificates to The Whip 
Tavern.

The top 21 are listed here. Check www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.
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Mitch’s Mule Ranch ............ Edwin Mitchell
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Incomplete ............................................. $7,500
Confined ................................................. $5,000
............................................ $193,350
Pony Girl ......................Elizabeth Watrous
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Back To Mandalay .................................. $8,100
Jellyberry ............................................... $4,500
............................................ $192,500
Chinese Checkers Stable ...... Bill Hutchinson
Arcadius ............................................... $64,500
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Sweet Shani ......................................... $33,000
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $10,500
Air Maggy .............................................. $9,000
............................................ $192,500

So Hard Being A Mets Fan ...... Brian  Nadeau
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Erin Go Bragh ......................................... $5,750
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Best Name ..................................................... $0
............................................ $188,500
Geraldal Stable ................. Allison Janezic
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Mixed Up ................................................ $8,000
Planets Aligned ...................................... $6,250
Jellyberry ............................................... $4,500
............................................ $184,750
Mustangs .......................... Patrick  Morss
Divine Fortune ...................................... $86,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Ptarmigan ............................................ $24,000
Class Century ....................................... $18,000
Patriot’s Path ........................................ $10,500
Your Sum Man .............................................. $0
............................................ $181,100

Totally Random Stable ........... Bruce Rodger
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
Lions Double ................................................. $0
Seer .............................................................. $0
............................................ $175,900
Midnight Ryder ................. James Maloney
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Confined ................................................. $5,000
The Price Of Love ................................... $2,250
Be Certain ..................................................... $0
............................................ $173,250
Carglen StaBle .................. Joe  Clancy Sr.
Tax Ruling .......................................... $102,250
Arcadius ............................................... $64,500
Peace Proposal ...................................... $2,700
Jack Twist .............................................. $2,250
Shiny Emblem ........................................... $800
Hi Flyin Indy .................................................. $0
............................................ $172,500

Steeplestakes.Com ................. Van Cushny
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
South Monarch .................................... $30,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $28,000
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
............................................ $171,100
Big Brother Barn .....................Rory Young
Divine Fortune ...................................... $86,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $42,600
Birthday Beau ....................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
Seeyouattheevent ................................. $12,000
Baylor Dude .............................................. $750
............................................ $169,850
SWC Pipeline ....................... Sean Clancy
Bubble Economy .................................. $95,400
Quiet Approval ..................................... $35,400
Dictina’s Boy ........................................ $14,400
Make Believe ........................................ $13,500
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Steppenwolfer ........................................ $2,000
............................................ $169,700
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TIMES EDITORIAL

Ten Years 
After

The first call came early; too early for office work-
ers. I didn’t recognize the number. 

“Who is Ben Gardner? How old is he? How many 
horses does Paul Fout train?”

The questions popped from there. 
I deduced that amateur jockey and exercise rider 

Ben Garner had gotten hurt while riding a horse for 
Doug Fout. It was the morning of Aug. 24. 

The “reporters” chased the ambulance onto the In-
ternet, stating that Garner suffered a severely broken 
left arm and serious injuries to his left leg and ankle. 
At 8:40 in the morning, the breaking information was 
posted on the Internet. 

Information was attributed to National Steeplechase 
Association’s Bill Gallow. A newspaper included pho-
tos of Garner being loaded onto the ambulance. Still 
unsure of his name, one article called him Garner at the 
top and Gardner at the bottom. 

Luckily, editors added, “The extent of all injuries to 
horse and rider were not immediately known.” 

They got that part right. 
Garner did not break his arm. He did not break his 

leg. He did not break his ankle. No, none of that was 
right. He suffered a severe concussion when his mount, 
Scheming, spooked from a loud noise near the mainte-

nance shed in the stable area and ran off with Garner 
before slipping and falling on top of him.

Mistakes happen and as a writer, I’ve made all of 
them. But, the rabid desire to post information – or 
in this case, misinformation – on the Internet has bro-
ken down all rules, barriers and common sense when it 
comes to reporting and handling a fragile situation. 

In this case, competitive reporters eked out quotes 
from Paul Fout, not to be confused with Doug Fout (of 
course, some reporters call Graham Motion Howard 
Motion). One industry standardbearer included the, “I 
like It” Facebook button on the article, amazingly 16 
people clicked, “I like It” on the the Garner article. I’m 
still confused if they liked that a young man suffered a 
head injury or if they liked reporters transmitting false-
hoods to the world. 

As for me, I hate it. 

Information Dirt Road
Tod Marks

Hat Horse. Hidden Trail tries to steal the hat from Robert Cutler during a Saratoga morning.

Ten years. Where did they go? Ten years 
ago, Swayo won the Maryland Hunt Cup 
(the first time). Ten years ago, the NSA 
schedule stopped at Arlington Park and 
Calder and Oxmoor and Charleston and 
Brookhill and Laurel and Pimlico and 
Tampa Bay Downs. Ten years ago, Warren 
Dempsey was big in the game. Ten years 
ago, Ken Ramsey showed up in the winner’s 
circle after Flat Top won the Royal Chase at 
Keeneland. Ten years ago, Danielle Hods-
don won her first race. Ten years ago, Kay 
Jeffords went 7-for-12 as an owner. 

Ten years ago, the jockeys – all of them 
– wore black helmet covers for half the 
season.

Ten years ago, riding phenom Jonathan 
Kiser died. He was 22. 

Champion jockey in 1997 and 1999, he 
won 16 races in spring 2000 and was a lock 
to claim his third title. Already something 
of a steeplechase savant, he won six in a 
row in May – including a four-race sweep at 
High Hope. In his final ride, he upset heavy 
favorite Pompeyo in the Meadow Brook at 
Belmont Park with a heady ride aboard Yel-
lowroad.

And then? Gone. A month or so after 
that win at Belmont, the man (boy) who 
risked limb and life as a jump jockey fell 
from a rope swing at his sister’s home and 
died. His mother and sisters said goodbye, 
donated his organs. His steeplechase friends 
packed a church in Monkton, Md. and tried 
to sing Amazing Grace. 

Somebody ordered all those black helmet 
covers. Everyone tried to carry on. A race 
was established in his memory at Saratoga. 
Ten years later, it’s still going (Sermon Of 
Love won it this year) and Kisers present 
the trophy.

ST saved a miniature cassette tape of 
Kiser talking about racing, about life, about 
his father, during an interview at Fair Hill. 
It’s in this office – which wasn’t our of-
fice 10 years ago – somewhere. Of course, 
we don’t use tapes anymore and probably 
don’t have anything to play it. Peb drew a 
sketch of Kiser for the yearbook cover – the 
framed version stops us in our tracks every 
time we leave the NSA office. 

Ten years ago, the shock brought people 
together. For months afterward, Kiser’s 
friends huddled, talked, wondered, asked, 
answered as best they could.

Ten years ago, people talked of together-
ness, of appreciating life, of making sure 
the little things counted, of being part of 
the same world, of working on meaningful 
projects, of staying grounded, of making 
moments count, of all paddling the same 
canoe, of putting aside personal aims for the 
greater good, of doing things in this sport 
that would make Jonathan proud.

So how’s it going?
See INSIDE page 31 

Getting lost in the rush to ‘cover’ Garner injury 

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy
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I hate that Ben Garner got hurt and 
I hate the media’s 2010 desire to get in-
formation out there faster than its com-
petitors, foregoing fact-checking and 
common sense. There isn’t a reporter at 
Saratoga who would have known Ben 
Garner from James Garner but when 
he gets hurt, they think it’s their duty 
to relay the information to the public 
without knowing if the information is 
correct. They called me trying to spell 
his name right, asking how old he was, 
how many races he had won, if he had 
ridden at Saratoga this season and to 
get a number for Fout. 

Is this news?
“I had three reporters in my face 

while Ben was lying on the ground,” 
Fout said. “They hounded me, all they 
wanted was a meat story. I can see how 
people lose their cool with them, they 
were vultures.”

The approach was out of line in this 
instance. And, as far as I can tell, there 
were no follow-up articles on Garner’s 
condition; it was breaking news that he 
got hurt and ignored if he had recov-
ered. It’s like they made a splash, then 
let the pool drain. Strange way to report 
a story. Horrible way to treat a man. 

Garner did not break any bones as 
reported and suffered a head injury that 
wasn’t originally reported. He was in 
out and out consciousness for hours, 
then was sedated at the hospital. The 
swelling subsided quickly and Garner 
began to recover quickly. In two weeks 
time, when I went to see him, he rec-
ognized me, talked about Quality Road 
winning the Woodward and was getting 
frustrated by the nurses. 

His right side was weakened by the 
head injury but was getting stronger 
every day. His voice was fragile from 
where medics inserted a breathing tube, 
kinking one of his vocal cords. He lost 
weight, his hair looked like it had a par-
ty last night, he ate Kit Kats, his mother 
flew from England to help. He took 
long walks around the hospital and out-
side in the parking lot. He wanted to go 
home. 

A few days later, Garner was able to 
leave the rehab center and go home to 
Doug Fout’s farm in The Plains, Va., 
where he’s resting comfortably and im-
proving every day. He’s come around 
quickly since returning to Virginia, he 
likes to go to the barn. His favorite horse 
is Dark Equation. Garner can’t drive or 
fly for 90 days. He say he’s not going to 
ride the rest of the year but should be 
as good as new next spring. He should 
make a full recovery. 

Click here if you like this.
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 Continued from page 30
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