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PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

WEST BRADFORD TOWNSHIP
Glorious 170 acres in Northbrook 

Valley – restored farmhouse in center 
of land – Radnor Hunt Country – 

Incredible opportunity!
$2,900,000

WILLISTOWN TOWNSHIP
Prime Radnor Hunt location – charming 
fieldstone house with 5 stall barn w/living 
quarters. Almost 6 acres – idyllic retreat

$925,000

NEWLIN TOWNSHIP
Wooded and open 6 acres – remodel 

current house or build with old stone 
from ruins – prized Unionville schools 

$525,000

EAST MARLBOROUGH TOWNSHIP
13 acres w/stream and pasture in 

convenient country location.  
House can be completed to your needs –  

prized Unionville schools
$899,000

POCOPSON TOWNSHIP
Sweeping cross country views – 

new 14 stall stable w/apartment for 
equestrians – potential of 5 houses 

on this high & dramatic land
$4,500,000

GLEN MILLS
A tranquil place with large 5BR stone 

house & barn, sand arena, fenced pastures 
& pond on 30 acres with fabulous views

$2,900,000

http://www.thecountryproperties.com
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here&there... in Steeplechasing

Worth Repeating
“If I was a betting person, I would put 5 dollars on him for the novice race 
at Callaway.”

“We’ll have some fun with him.”
Trainer David Jacobson’s typical 

“You can’t take it away from Decoy Daddy, a horse we all turned down just 
over a year ago.”

“It’s a little different.”

“We added the Bouncy Ball Steeplechase.”

“Whew, this brings back memories.”

“Danzig. You don’t see many of them around too often, especially going 
two and a sixteenth.”

“It was totally different for me. I had to go down, jog around the bottom, 
come up, canter around, then work the horse.”

Jockey Edgar Prado on the in-depth process 

“If you’re only going to get up early in the morning once every 10 years or 
so, this is the place to do it.”

Vacationing race-caller Tony Bentley at the Morning Line Kitchen 

“Some of them haven’t been to the paddock in three years.”

runners left the barn for a paddock school

“No, no, not at all, no, no.”

“Wow, this is a different view.”

“It was one of those rides where the only way I can keep him settled is by 
keeping my eyes down, if I looked in the distance he was going to go there, 
so you don’t look at the fences, you don’t set him up, it’s only 8, 9-year-olds 
that you can ride with that kind of confidence. When he gave me a couple 
of breathers at a couple of different places, I was like, ‘We’re going to be 
hell today.’ ”

Jockey/trainer Arch Kingsley after winning 

“It’s definitely knocked the edges off me and it’s probably made me a better 
person than I ever was.”

Jockey Brian Crowley about struggling 

“I am also very grateful to Mike Berryman who gave me my first ride, he 
didn’t know me from Adam.”

“You know you’re on a nice horse when the flat barns ask you who you’re 
on.”

“Wow, I’m in good company.”

“My wife always said he should be a steeplechase horse.”

“I would have said fraternity, but Janet Elliot is here.”

“I haven’t been in this room since my father let me in when I was a kid.”

“I’ve got to be the only owner in history to lose a Grade I winner on the 
flat (General Quarters) by claim and a Grade I winner over jumps by claim 
(Mabou).”

“What the hell. Part of the game. Part of life.”

“They said box seats.”

Open 11:00am ~ midnight 
Closed Tuesday

1383 North Chatham Road
West Marlborough,  
Pennsylvania 19320

610.383.0600 
t h e w h i p t a ve r n . c o m

Post Time is  
5 o’clock  

with replays  
through  

the evening

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE 
NIGHT

AT

Best English Pub

September 28
Shawan Downs
Foxfield Fall

October 5
The Virginia  
Fall Races

Nolan ClancyWanna Play? 

http://www.thewhiptavern.com
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Let’s get back to work. The jumpers turn the calendar page and head back to the race-meet circuit 
after a six-week stint at Saratoga. The fall championship season promises thrills at each stop – for major players in the 
stakes division and new maidens coming into barns all over the circuit. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PAGES 16-25

Saratoga Days
Eight races produced their share of drama at Saratoga with winners from Jonathan 
Sheppard, Jack Fisher, David Jacobson and Arch Kingsley.

PAGES 6-7

Checking In
Title contenders Mabou and Tax Ruling show the way in the stakes division.

PAGES 8-12

Fall Back
Current statistics, a new schedule, the return of Charleston, a tour through the 
barns and more headline our fall news roundup.

PAGES 14-15

Lake, Big Lake 
The Claim of the Year – before Mabou came along anyway – Lake Placid went to 
Colonial Downs and won his fourth race of 2011. He changed hands, again, as he 
was claimed by Irv Naylor and trainer J.W. Delozier for $10,000.

PAGES 26-27

Math League
Saratoga success played a role in the Pick Six contest as photographer Doug Lees 
jumped into the top spot heading to the fall season.

Times
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standing and communication within 
the equine publishing industry.

www.americanhorsepublications.org

An AHP General Excellence 
Award Winner

On the Cover
Here he comes. 
Grade I winner 

Mabou heads to the 
track at Aqueduct 

with exercise rider 
Hayley Bryan. 

Photo by 
Tod Marks

Also by ST Publishing:
The Saratoga Special, Thoroughbred Racing Calendar; 

Writing for Daily Racing Form, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred, 
The Blood-Horse, The Racing Post, etc.;
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• Feed Deliveries
Currently delivering to Central MD, Southern MD, Upper 
Eastern Shore of MD, Delaware, and Southern PA

• On-Site Equine Nutritionist
Services to provide your horse with optimal nutrition. 
FREE farm visits to analyze your horses’ body type and 
conditioning to further the health and appearance of 

your horse

• On-Site Pasture Management
Available for your convenience, an expert in pasture 
management will come and analyze your pastures to 

further optimal crop and grass growth. 

• Special Orders
A FREE and convenient way to order the product that 
you need, that may not be stocked in our stores.

www.themillofbelair.com

 
 (Expires 11/30/11. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Exclusions may apply.  Cannot be used towards the purchase 

of gift cards. See store for details.)  (SC TIMES))

$5 OFF
a $25 
or more 
purchase!

Call or visit today to inquire about our high-quality horse feeds, stable supplies, tack & clothing.

http://www.themillofbelair.com
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ABBA VET SUPPLY offers you 
a broad range of the industry’s 

most advanced and proven healthcare 
products for the performance horse.

For fast service and quick delivery:

  1-717-838-8041.

  1-717-838-8042.

Order online anytime at 
www.abbavetsupply.com

***Low Prices & Monthly Specials***

performance horse healthcare challenges.

We Educate You to the Finish Line

Professor Chris Wittstruck definitely 
never put this one on the syllabus, but 
his H4221 course at Hofstra University 
deserves at least some credit for the in-
clusion of Mabou in the 2011 steeple-
chase championship discussion.

Years ago, Ed Boden took Witt-
struck’s Introduction to Racehorse 
Ownership for the Small Investor class 
and eventually turned the knowledge 
into Drawing Away Stable, a New 
York-based ownership group with 80 
partners and an ever-changing roster 
of horses. At Saratoga Aug. 4, Draw-
ing Away and trainer David Jacobson 
claimed Mabou from Ken Ramsey and 
trainer Tom Voss for $30,000. Three 
weeks later, the horse upset the Grade 
I New York Turf Writers Cup and now 
he’s headed to Far Hills as a player in 
the $250,000 Grand National Oct. 22.

“We don’t know much about it, but 
we’re here and we’re excited,” Boden 
said of steeplechasing. “David called 
me with this crazy idea about claiming a 
steeplechase horse. I listened, we talked 
about it, we went for it.”

Now everybody’s talking about it. 
Mabou upset the Turf Writers and Ja-
cobson became a steeplechase trainer 
– shaking the game with the claim, 
rattling history with the win and aim-
ing for a major fall jump race from the 
unlikely launch pad of Aqueduct Race-
track in Jamaica, N.Y.

Before the claim, Jacobson liked Ma-
bou’s breeding, flat form and potential. 
An 82-length win at Radnor one start 
earlier didn’t hurt. The 8-year-old son 
of Dynaformer rewarded the faith with 
a career effort in the Turf Writers, rat-
ing well back in the field and roaring 

through the stretch to win by almost 6 
lengths over Dirar, Dynaksi, Divine For-
tune and others.

“The race knocked him out a little, 
it took some time to recover, but he’s 
good,” said Jacobson. “Everyone’s still 
talking about it, making fun, saying 
we’re going to have to put some jumps 
up around here.”

Mabou worked 3 furlongs Sept. 
11 and a half-mile Sept. 16. Jacobson 
hopes to find a flat race at Belmont Park 
for his distance-loving Kentucky-bred, 
and has already discussed it with NYRA 
director of racing P.J. Campo.

“He’s a special horse so they’ll push 
to get the race to go,” Jacobson said. 
“On his flat form (four wins), he’d fit in 
something going long on the grass any-
way. Then we’ll go to the race in New 
Jersey.”

That race is the Grade I Grand Na-
tional, annually the chief autumn stop 
on the circuit for title contenders and 
the 2011 goal of Dirar, Tax Ruling, De-
coy Daddy, Dynaski, Divine Fortune 
and pretty much any other stakes horse 
still standing. 

Mabou will be there too, along with 
his people.

Drawing Away and Jacobson split 
their runners 65/35 percent, and ad-
vertise that there are no expenses billed 
to the partners. They fill the barn via 
claims, meaning instant action. Jacob-
son studies potential claims and con-
tacts Boden, who answers yes or no. 
Once the claim is made, Boden sends 
an e-mail to his list. The first people to 

Fast Learners
Drawing Away partnership scores
big in first steeplechase horse try

BY JOE CLANCY fall season preview

Tod Marks

See STAKES page 7 

http://www.abbavetsupply.com
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Great 
sunrises 
and great 
racing!

www.aikensteeplechase.com ~ (803) 648-9641

20th annual Aiken  
Fall Steeplechase
Saturday, October 29
Total purses $65,000
Featuring the $25,000 Budweiser 
Holiday Cup alllowance hurdleTod Marks Photo

respond are in, and are billed for their share plus 15 
percent (a 10-percent share in Mabou, for example, 
would have cost $3,450). Boden constructed his con-
cept after owning Standardbreds, managing partner-
ships at Charles Town, taking Wittstrock’s course and 
making a cold call to Jacobson.

“We started in 2007 with four partners, now we’ve 
got 80,” Boden said. “It’s a whole business. The part-
ners are happy. It’s going well.”

And now they’ve got a steeplechaser. 

Steeplechasing went to Saratoga. Tax Ruling and 
Pepper the pony went to the field.

The Iroquois winner sat out the summer season in 
favor of some rest and relaxation at Hermitage Farm, 
once the base of Hall of Famer Burley Cocks where 
trainer Brianne Slater rents stalls in Unionville, Pa. 
Tax Ruling spent his nights outside with his pal – the 
championship contender was too rough on fellow 
racehorse Dubai Sunday – then came in during the day 
to beat the heat.

Last week, he was picking grass and gazing in the 
distance while Slater talked about a fall campaign that 
will begin with a training flat race at Shawan Downs 
and include the Grand National at Far Hills Oct. 22. 

“Races at the racetrack are too short for him, too 
fast for him,” Slater said. “He’s better at Far Hills, the 
Iroquois. It doesn’t seem like you can run good horses 
too often, they put so much into their races that they 
need more time. To me, he’s in better form than he was 
before the Iroquois. He’s feeling good.”

Tax Ruling took a month off after the May 14 Iro-
quois, and has been steadily training toward a return. 
He worked on the turf at Joy Slater’s Fat Chance Farm 

Sept. 16 and looks healthy, with dapples on his dark 
bay coat, muscles on his massive body. Owned by Irv 
Naylor, Tax Ruling has been in the championship dis-
cussion for the past three seasons with back-to-back 
Iroquois scores and placings in the Grand National 
and Colonial Cup. 

Slater and Naylor reached out to former champion 
jockey Xavier Aizpuru, who will take over from Dar-
ren Nagle for the fall. 

Slater’s training career has just begun, but she spent 
several years with trainer Sanna Hendriks and five-

time Grand National winner McDynamo (like Tax 
Ruling, a son of Dynaformer).

“It’s hard to compare a horse to McDynamo be-
cause he was so good, but when you’re around a good 
one you can see similarities,” she said. “Good horses 
are different. He’s not that affectionate, it’s like he’s 
busy thinking about something else or getting ready 
to run.”

Bred by Phipps Stable, the 8-year-old has won five 
times over jumps and earned $324,950.

Pepper is not impressed.

Stakes – Joe Clancy

hopes into the fall season for 

http://www.aikensteeplechase.com
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Jonathan Sheppard won half the 
jump races at Saratoga to tie Tom Voss 
at the top of the 2011 leaderboard. 

The Hall of Famer won the A.P. 
Smithwick with Divine Fortune, the 
M.G. Walsh with Italian Wedding, and 
optional claimers with Royal Rossi 
and Parker’s Project. Those four bol-
ster a strong fall string for Sheppard 
who should also have the likes of Na-
tionbuilder, Arcadius, Sermon Of Love, 
Lead Us Not and Sweet Shani.

“I could conceivably have six hors-
es for the Grand National,” Sheppard 
said, rattling off Lead Us Not, Arcadius, 
Divine Fortune, Nationbuilder, Italian 
Wedding and Sermon Of Love. “But 
it’s not always about the quantity, is it? 
There’s nowhere else to run in the fall.”

Sheppard said he had allowance hors-
es, Time Off, Port Morsbey, Air Maggy 
and a couple of maidens, led by Royal 
Fling Shot and Sergeant Karakorum. 

“It ebbs and flows doesn’t it?” Shep-
pard said of the leading trainer race. 
“Tom had a particularly hot early part 
of the season and Jack (Fisher) got off 
to a horrible start but he’s picked it up.”

Sheppard is 9-5 favorite to win the 
crown in the Steeplechase Times betting 
arena.

striking distance of the trainer lead. 
Two wins behind Sheppard and Voss, 
Fisher won two at Saratoga. Leading 
novice All Together rebounded to win 
the Jonathan Kiser and Opera Heroine 
took the Mrs. Ogden Phipps. 

Fisher sounded lukewarm on a fall 
scourge. 

“Highlights would be All Together, 
he’ll probably go to Far Hills and Op-

era Heroine at Far Hills as well,” Fisher 
said. “Bubble Economy, maybe Interna-
tional Gold Cup, then the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup (laughs), we have this new 
boy, Joey Elliott, who wants to ride a 
timber race. Maidens, Peace Fire, Wor-
ried Man, Easy Reach. That’s about it.”

Three-time timber champion Bubble 
Economy has not run since winning the 
Houghland at Nashville last spring.

-
toga with her entire hurdle string and 
looks forward to a productive fall cam-
paign from spring winners Complete 
Zen and Class Indian. 

“You think you want to go to Sarato-
ga and run for those big pots,” Boucher 
said. “But it’s not really in our game-
plan.”

Owned by Mede Cahaba Stable, 
Complete Zen won two tough photo 
finishes at Atlanta and Radnor from 
Saratoga novice winner All Together be-
fore failing to threaten at Belmont Park. 

“I think we’ll go straight to the nov-
ice race at Far Hills. He had a rough 
trip at Belmont and was never happy, he 
was telling us he wasn’t a track horse,” 
Boucher said. “After Radnor, I was just 
taking a shot, if I had to do it over I 
wouldn’t have gone to Belmont but he’s 
good now. He won the novice race at 
Atlanta after four months off.”

Class Indian broke his maiden at 
Radnor and Boucher expects a big fall 
from the son of Waquoit.

“We love Class Indian, I think he’ll 
be a nifty little horse,” Boucher said. 
“We’ll try the allowance race at the 

Charles C. Fenwick Jr., Alexandra Hundt, Beasie Patterson, Laura T. Shull, Adair B. Stifel, 
Susan Strittmatter, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, Regina Welsh

Sam Slater
President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

By The Numbers

Thank you 
to our contributors.

65,000
Dollars spent each year on drug testing 

procedures at ALL NSA race meets.
Total now at $500,000.

28,000
Dollars spent each year 

on race course safety inspections.
Total now at $226,000.

7,500
Dollars spent to  purchase 100 Pro-Cush 
whips for licensed jockeys as part of the 
NSA’s move to cushioned riding crops. 
The NSA was the first North American 

racing jurisdiction to adopt such a policy.

17,500
Dollars contributed each year to purses 

for amateur highweight timber races.
Total now at $230,000.

53,000
Dollars spent  to purchase 50 pairs 

of safety wings for use in NSA races.

91,000
Dollars contributed to steeplechase-connected 

organizations and foundation partners including 
the Amateur Riders Club of America, 

the National Museum of Racing, 
the Wesley Foundation in Saratoga, etc.

Tod Marks

Barn Tour
Race for training championship,
returnees highlight short fall season

BY SEAN CLANCY

See PREVIEW page 9 

fall season preview

http://www.nsfdn.org
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Gold Cup. There’s nothing not to like 
about a horse who’s run five times over 
jumps and had three seconds and a win. 
What’s not to like?” Boucher said. “It’s 
like he got overshadowed by Zen but he 
might be a better horse.”

Boucher’s husband, Richard, was 
injured in a fall at Colonial Downs 
but should see action this fall. Tied 
for third with eight wins from just 25 
rides, Boucher broke ribs, a shoulder 
and punctured his lung from a fall on 
the flat at Colonial (Steeplechase Times 
regrets not reporting on the incident).

“By the time everybody realized he 
got hurt, he was on the mend,” Boucher 
said. “He’s galloping and breezed three 
the other day, he’ll ride on the flat and 
would like to be ready to ride Zen at 
Far Hills.”

Tom Voss. No trainer had a worse Sara-
toga. Still tied for the lead in the stand-
ings with 10 wins, Voss reported that 
last year’s champion Slip Away is on the 
shelf for the fall. Ken Ramsey’s 10-time 
winner finished second in the Iroquois 
this spring before finishing fourth in the 
Smithwick at Saratoga. 

“He strained his tendon right behind 
his knee, we could have injected it and 
go on with him but I said, no.” Voss 
said. “As hard as he goes, I didn’t think 
we should take the chance, Ramsey was 
fine with it. He’s fine, you couldn’t tell 
anything was wrong with him. He’ll be 
back in the spring.”

Voss has a few veterans, including 
2009 Grand National winner Your Sum 
Man, aiming at the fall. 

“Dynaski, Dictina’s Boy, Be Certain, 
Ballet Boy, that’s about all,” Voss said. 
“Your Sum Man is doing super, he’ll 
run at Morven Park and then Far Hills, 
do the same thing he did when he won 
that race.”

Demonstrative emerged as the best 
4-year-old in the sport with a win in the 
William Entenmann at Belmont Park 
and two dynamic seconds at Saratoga. 
Trainer Richard Valentine has Jacque-
line Ohrstrom’s star aiming for a fall 
campaign. 

 “He could go to Middleburg for the 
Dot Smithwick (a new restricted stakes 
in memory of the trainer) and will defi-
nitely go to Far Hills,” Valentine said. 
“He had a bit of a break and looks 
good.”

Valentine purchased another 3-year-
old, Gawaarib, at the Tattersalls July 
Sale this summer, hoping to duplicate 
Demonstrative’s performance. Tied for 
fourth in the standings with seven wins, 
Valentine also has timber veterans Pro-
fessor Maxwell and Music To My Ears 
aiming at the fall. The former could go 
to the Genesee Valley Hunt Cup and the 
latter will aim at Virginia Fall and the 
International Gold Cup.

to stay atop the leading earner’s list 
with possible engagements at Far Hills, 
Montpelier and the Colonial Cup. 
Trainer Tom Foley reported that the 
Irish-bred is no worse for wear after his 
fall on the flat at Saratoga. The trainer 
also has 2010 Grand National winner 
Percussionist in training.  

“Decoy Daddy’s fine, he might go to 
Virginia Fall for a training flat race and 
then probably Far Hills and maybe the 
Noel Laing. Far Hills would depend on 
Tax Ruling,” Foley said. “Percussion-
ist is still going, he’s training great but 
that could change in the morning. We’ll 
give him a shot at Far Hills and hope it 
comes up soft again.”

Foley said he had two maidens, Dom-
inator and Perfect Loch, for the fall. 

settled in at George Mahoney’s Mary-
land farm after his trip from Ireland. 
Trained by Gordon Elliott, the 6-year-
old son of King’s Best led over the last 
of Saratoga’s Grade I stakes before suc-
cumbing to Mabou’s late rally. Elliott’s 
brother, Joey, has stayed with the horse 

Preview –

See PREVIEW page 10 
Tod Marks

http://www.fasigtipton.com
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and likes what he sees so far. 
“He’s in good form,” Elliott said. “I gave him a 

week off after the race and he’s bouncing around the 
place so he is, he looks great, he’s in good order, guns 
blazing for the next step.”

The four-time winner will aim at the Dot Smith-
wick, Grand National and Colonial Cup. 

Here Comes Art to the novice at Callaway Gardens and 
Saratoga runner-up Baltic Shore to Aiken or Charles-
ton late in the fall. The Camden-based trainer could 
also send out maidens Compromise, Royale and Tizal-
laboutme. Carolina Cup winner Sunshine Numbers 
won’t be seen this fall. 

-
teur at the Dot Smithwick at Virginia Fall and also has 
2009 Iroquois winner Pierrot Lunaire returning for a 
fall campaign. 

are fighting for second place. Two-time defending 
champion Paddy Young leads with 17 victories, six 
more than Brian Crowley and nine more than Robbie 
Walsh and Richard Boucher. Crowley was suspended 
for careless riding at Saratoga, missing the finale there 
and potential assignments at Colonial Downs Sept. 17 
and Shawan Downs Sept. 24. The owner title looks 
like a repeat as well with Irv Naylor showing the way 
with $282,825. Mede Cahaba Stable is a distant sec-
ond with $106,450, followed by Hudson River Farm 
at $91,500 (and a gaudy 4-for-7 record).

who will be ridden by Jody Petty, is aiming at the Inter-

national Gold Cup and Pennsylvania Hunt Cup . . . Julie 
Gomena has two new maidens, Bigshot and Alfarabi . . . 
Janet Elliot has Grade I winner Red Letter Day prepping 
on the flat . . . Neil Morris reported that former Iroquois 
winner Sur La Tete could continue to see timber action 
this fall . . . Todd Wyatt has a new maiden, Hurricane 
Day, for prominent flat owner Padua Stable . . . For-
mer steeplechase jockey J.W. Delozier has taken over the 
farm training for Naylor, they claimed Lake Placid at 
Colonial, entered Union Army at Shawan Downs and 
nominated Black Jack Blues, winner of three of his last 
four starts in England, to the Dot Smithwick . . . Third 
leading jockey Robbie Walsh is planning on going home 
to Ireland for the winter but said he will be back in the 
spring . . . Leslie Young has 2010 Imperial Cup winner 
Torlundy returning . . . Two-time spring winner Swim-
ming River returns for trainer Gary Baker . . . Wantan 
returns for Ted Thompson . . . And no, globe-trotting 
Morten Buskop does not have any horses for the Grand 
National.

Preview –

Hunt Valley, MD. www.shawandowns.org Downs

 
Charlottesville, VA. www.foxfieldraces.com Races

 
Middleburg, VA. www.vafallraces.com

Virginia Fall
Races

 
Geneseo, NY. www.geneseevalleyhunt.org Valley

 
Leesburg, VA. www.morvenpark.org

Morven 
Park

 
The Plains, VA. www.vagoldcup.com

 
Far Hills, NJ. www.farhillsrace.org

Far Hills
Races

 
Aiken, SC. www.aikensteeplechase.com

Aiken Fall
Races

 
Pine Mountain, GA. 
www.steeplechaseatcallaway.org

Callaway

 
Montpelier Station, VA. 
www.montpelierraces.org

Montpelier

 
Unionville, PA. www.pahuntcup.org

Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup

 
Charleston, SC. www.charlestoncup.net

Charleston 
Cup

Camden, SC. www.carolina-cup.org
Colonial 
Cup

2011 NSA Fall Schedule

Variance Percent

Owners  38 22 16 42.1%
Trainers  20 12 8 40.0%
Starters  70 41 29 41.4%
Horses  49 28 21 42.9%
Races  8 5 3 37.5%
Purses $572,500  $348,000 $224,500 39.2%
Shipping Bonuses $30,500 0 $30,500 100.0%
Net Purses $542,000 $348,000 $194,000 35.8%
Avg. Starts per Race 8.8 8.2 0.6 6.3%Keep up with The Times 
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Contact us to buy or sell your next steeplechase horse.

Clancy Racing
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713 | sean@st-publishing.com
Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424 | jclancy@st-publishing.com

Why would you call anyone else?
1-2 in the Temple Gwathmey  

(Decoy Daddy,  Dictina’s Boy)

1-2 in the Marcellus Frost 

(Decoy Daddy, Left Unsaid)

����LQ�WKH�)R[ÀHOG�0DLGHQ�
(Cornhusker,  Worried Man)

1-2-3 in the Fair Hill Maiden 

(Mr. Hot Stuff, Union Army, 

Grand Pride)

http://www.st-publishing.com/store


Friday, September 23, 2011 Times    11

Paddy Young  ......................... 73  17  14  8  $361,320 .23
Brian Crowley  ........................ 46  11  8  3  276,700 .24
Robbie Walsh  ........................ 42  8  8  3  254,000 .19
Richard Boucher  ................... 25  8  5  3  153,550 .32
Willie Dowling  ....................... 35  6  5  3  163,630 .17
Jacob Roberts  ....................... 27  6  3  5  92,550 .22
Xavier Aizpuru  ....................... 52  5  8  10  186,160 .10
Bernie Dalton  ........................ 31  5  5  5  103,700 .16
Darren Nagle  ......................... 36  5  4  2  266,295 .14
Danielle Hodsdon  .................. 38  5  2  8  141,850 .13

Tom Voss  .............................. 59  10  8  8  $262,570 .17
Jonathan Sheppard  ............... 63  10  7  9  387,970 .16
Jack Fisher  ............................ 71  8  14  11  304,640 .11
Richard Valentine  .................. 30  7  8  3  163,450 .23
Lilith Boucher  ........................ 26  7  5  4  133,650 .27
Ricky Hendriks  ...................... 20  7  3  1  81,350 .35
Tom Foley .............................. 17  3  4  1  128,550 .18
Neil Morris  ............................ 22  3  3  6  42,950 .14
Todd McKenna  ...................... 18  3  3  2  50,375 .17
Janet Elliot  ............................ 17  3  2  0  52,550 .18

Irv Naylor  .............................. 60  6  8  6  $282,825 .10
Mede Cahaba Stable  .............. 13  4  4  2  106,450 .31
Hudson River Farm  ................. 7  4  0  0  91,500 .57
Jonathan Sheppard  ............... 14  2  3  1  89,550 .14
Jacqueline Ohrstrom  ............... 9  2  4  1  87,000 .22
Arcadia Stable  ....................... 13  3  1  1  83,310 .23
Merriefield Farm  ...................... 7  3  0  0  78,950 .43
Bill Pape  ................................ 23  1 2 3  77,600 .04
Mary Ann Houghland  .............. 8  1  0  3  74,800 .13
Andre Brewster  ....................... 5  1  2  2  72,000 .20

Decoy Daddy (IRE)  ................... 5  2  2  0  $100,100 .40
Tax Ruling  ............................... 2  1  0  0  93,500 .50
Demonstrative  ......................... 6  2  3  1  82,500 .33
Mabou  ..................................... 3  2  0  0  77,120 .67
All Together  ............................. 5  1  2  2  72,000 .20
Complete Zen  .......................... 4  2  1  0  71,000 .50
Bon Caddo  .............................. 3  2  0  0  67,200 .67
Country Cousin  ....................... 3  2  0  1  64,500 .67
Private Attack  .......................... 2  2  0  0  63,000 1.00
Opera Heroine  ......................... 6  2  1  0 58,200 .33

Bon Caddo  .............................. 3  2  0  0  $67,200 .67
Private Attack  .......................... 2  2  0  0  63,000 1.00
Won Wild Bird  ......................... 4  2  0  0  33,000 .50
Triple Dip  ................................. 2  1  0  0  30,000 .50
Music To My Ears (IRE)  ............ 3  2  0  0  26,000 .67
Swimming River  ..................... 2  2  0  0  24,000 1.00
Delta Park  ............................... 4  1  0  1  18,750 .25
South Monarch  ....................... 3  1  1  1  16,100 .33
Justpourit (IRE)  ........................ 4  1  3  0  14,400 .25
And The Eagle Flys  .................. 2  0  1  0  14,250 .00

NSA Standings

Check our website for an SSG retailer near you.

ssgridinggloves.com

http://www.custombarnbuilding.com
http://www.ssgridinggloves.com
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The NSA’s fall schedule received a 
boost when Charleston rejoined the 
lineup for the first time since 2003. 

The meet will be run over its course 
at the Stono Ferry community and or-
ganized by the area’s homeowners as-
sociation under the direction of Karl 
McMillan.

The race meet will be run Sunday, 
Nov. 13 with a racing lineup similar 
to previous runnings. Total  purses are 
slated at $50,000 with a $25,000 op-
tional claiming feature. Organizers had 
discussed returning on several occa-
sions, but the details came together for 
2011.

“We talked about it again over the 
summer and the first step was to look 
at the course,” said the NSA’s Bill Gal-
lo. “Jeff Teter (from the Carolina Cup) 
did that for us and it was deemed suit-
able. It’s a great opportunity for horses 
at that time of year and we’re happy to 
have Charleston back on the schedule).

Maximize won at Colonial Downs 
June 12. Then he didn’t. Then he did 
again.

Owner/trainer Bay Cockburn’s horse 
drew off late to win the claiming hur-
dle by more than a dozen lengths, but 

was subsequently disqualified for test-
ing positive for Norpseudoephedrine, 
a Class 3 drug under Virginia Racing 
Commission regulations. The change 
awarded the victory to One Sea and 
moved the other finishers up one spot as 
well. In addition, Cockburn was fined 
$1,500 and suspended 15 days.

Cockburn appealed the decision, 
and following a new hearing with the 
commission, the ruling was overturned 
– reversing the disqualification, waiving 
the penalties and restoring the original 
order of finish. 

At the hearing, testimony was heard 
from Cockburn and commission veteri-
narian Dr. Richard Harden. In addition, 
the commission considered an affidavit 

not previously considered from veteri-
narian Dr. Thomas Tobin. 

A published “final order” from the 

upon complete and full consideration of 
the record in this matter and all factors 
required by law and regulation. . .” the 
stewards’ ruling was reversed. 

-
imize, One Sea, Mischief, Cuse, Triton 
Light and Class Classic.

-
nial, June 26 steeplechase winner Call 
Me Sonny was disqualified after testing 
positive for phenylbutazone and oxy-
phenbutazone. Trainer Lilli Kurtinecz 
was fined $1,500 and Be Great was de-
clared the winner, followed by Moving 
Violation, Chestermite, Five Pines and 
Bag of Hammers.

Thoroughbred Club award
George Strawbridge Jr. internation-

ally known breeder, owner, and former 
steeplechase rider, has been selected as 
the Thoroughbred Club of America’s 
Honored Guest for 2011. He will be 
honored by the Club at its 80th annual 
Testimonial Dinner at Keeneland Race 
Course on Sunday, Oct. 30, the TCA 
board of directors has announced.

Strawbridge’s Augustin Stable for 
many years has been identified in the 
top echelon of the American steeple-
chase scene, and he has also raced many 
major stars on the flat. 

These include Eclipse Award winners 
Forever Together and Informed Deci-
sion, English St. Leger winner Lucarno, 
and five-time grade I winner With An-
ticipation. Strawbridge has won three 
Breeders’ Cup events, the 1994 Turf 
with Tikkanen, the 2008 Filly and 
Mare Turf with Forever Together, and 
the 2009 Filly and Mare Sprint with 
Informed Decision. He has also bred 
many of the major Augustin Stable bri-
gade.

Strawbridge leads all North Ameri-
can steeplechase owners in career earn-
ings with more than $8 million and in 
annual owner championships with 23 
dating to 1974.  He campaigned such 
standouts as Hall of Famer Cafe Prince, 
champion Pompeyo, Grade I winner 
Praise The Prince, Summer Colony, 
Double Reefed and others.

Strawbridge joins a long list of TCA 
honorees that dates to 1932 and the 
first recipient Col. E.R. Bradley. 

 op stables are made, not born. 

 That’s why they put their trust in the 

best trainers, veterinarians, farriers and 

products.  Like the Horseshoer’s Secret® brand.

 

Certified farriers make a difference. Highly 

skilled and trained, certified American 

Farriers Association members are among the 

best hoof care professionals in the business.

 

Guaranteed to get results, Horseshoer’s Secret® 

products are the official products of the 

American Farriers Association.  Choose the products 

trusted by the farriers that top stables rely on.
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Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

http://www.farnamhorse.com
http://www.forgottencats.org
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Contact George Wagner for further details,   
options, & reservations.   1- 800-368-0872

* Irish Craic: getting together for laughs, fun,     
   & enjoyment,  as well  as scandal & gossip!

Experience The Best Of British Jump Racing & Irish Craic* !  
Join  jump jockey Robbie Walsh on a unique 10 day trip.
CHELTENHAM INTERNATIONAL - December 2-11, 2011

CHELTENHAM INTERNATIONAL~ DECEMBER 2-11, 2011
Stay in the heart of the Lambourn Valley at the !ueen’s Arms, fea-
turing an outstanding restaurant, wine list & welcoming pub. 
Lambourn’s horse racing heritage is such that that the !ueen’s Arms 
doubles as an  uno"cial headquarters for British racing where at any 
time of the day owners, trainers and jockeys can be found discussing the 
day’s sport.  
–  Or for a little diversion,  a day of  fox-hunting, shooting,  or tickets to 
a premiership football or rugby match!
Join guest host top jump jockey Robbie Walsh. Robbie’s personal experi-
ences and racing knowledge will make this the most memorable racing 
trip you’ve ever taken!  Robbie has had a great spring and summer, with  
winners  at Fox#eld Spring, Camden, Winterthur, Belmont  & Saratoga!

Enjoy racing and hospitality at Cheltenham’s International meet, 
evening bloodstock sale,  Sandown Park,  & Taunton racecourse.
Private tours to :

Brian Meehan’s historic Manton House Stables & Clatford 
Gallops on the Marlborough Downs, 
Philip Hobb’s Sandhill Racing Stables 
Pat Murphy’s Glebe House Stables and Mandown Gallops. 

Dine at legendary Boisdale  in London, and at historic country 
inns with !ne food & ales such as !e Wild Duck Inn - 16th C 
character with 21st century luxury and traditional ales.
Day trips to medieval Dunster and Windsor 
Castle.
Private tour of "ueen’s Household Cavalry 
Museum

www. HorseRacingTripsWorldwide.com  1-800-368-0872  
gwagner@horseracingtripsworldwide.com            
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Coming in October 2012  
A fantastic combination flat and jump racing 
trip  -  Paris & Prague!

PRIX DE L’ARC DE TRIOMPHE  
The   most prestigious horse race in Europe 
& the highlight of the French racing calendar 
at the  renowned Hippodrome de Longchamp 
in Paris’ Bois du Boulogne.  Built on the banks 
of the Seine, hats and elegant attire are once  
again the order of the day!

VELKA PARDUBICKA Steeplechase  
The toughest steeplechase in Europe -  if not 
the world!  4.9 miles long, with 31 jumps - 
Irish Banks, ditches, stone walls, in and outs, 
water, timber, drops....

 Irish born-3rd generation jockey 
Robbie Walsh , here on Anna Stable’s Music 
To My Ears, winner of  this year’s Camden  
DuBose Cup &  Winterthur Open Timber.

http://www.horseracingtripsworldwide.com
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Bernie Houghton watched the simulcast of Belmont 
Park’s William Entenmann Novice Stakes from Mon-
mouth Park. 

The retired steeplechase jockey called his friend, 
Ricky Hendriks, another retired steeplechase jockey 
who ran Lake Placid in the $50,000 stakes back in 
July. The 6-year-old jumped to the right and faded to 
sixth. 

horse.”

my father had? He always jumped to the right, I 
couldn’t stop him. We put blinkers on the horse and 
he stopped jumping to the right.”

Pala Mountain won six races over hurdles, includ-
ing one at Saratoga. 

Hendriks put blinkers on Lake Placid for his first 
jump race since the Belmont debacle and the son of 
Giant’s Causeway obliged with a comfortable win 
against $15,000 claimers at Colonial Downs Sept. 18. 
Paddy Young guided the 6-year-old to a 13 1/2 length 
win over Silent Vow and One Sea. Owned by Ken and 
Debra Kachel, Lake Placid improved his earnings to 
$47,500 since being claimed for $10,000 in April and 
put a bow on his career with Hendriks. J.W. Delozier 
claimed him for $10,000 on behalf of new client Irv 
Naylor.  

Young melted Lake Placid away from the start, 
tracked Cuse for a bit before hooking the leader and 
taking control of the 2 1/4-mile race. 

“He won easy, jumped well. It was pretty straight-
forward,” Young said. “Cuse jumped off in front and 
I settled in behind him around the first turn and then 
went upsides for about a circuit. I put the pressure on 
them going down the backside the last time, he jumped 
so well, he sailed home. He was even more relaxed, we 
put blinkers on him to help his jumping, just to correct 
the jumping to the right. He’s an easy horse to ride.”

Might have been the blinkers, might have been the 
dramatic class relief, either way, Lake Placid won for 
the fourth time this year and moved to his third barn. 
Hendriks claimed Lake Placid from a $10,000 maiden 

Good
Call

Eclipse Sportswire/Susan Carter

Blinkers straighten out
Lake Placid for Hendriks

BY SEAN CLANCY

colonial Downs – september 18

See COLONIAL page 15 

http://www.middleburgrealestate.com
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claiming win at Middleburg in April. 
He won two optional claimers before 
finishing sixth at Belmont. Hendriks ran 
him back on the flat where he finished 
eighth against $25,000 claimers at Parx 
Racing Aug. 2. Hendriks freshened him 
and waited for the fall. When the fall 
condition book came out, the $15,000-
10,000 claimer at Colonial Downs 
looked like an ideal spot. 

“Winning a race with him was num-
ber one and I figured we’d probably 
lose him. We pretty much knew. When I 
saw the race, Ken was like, ‘fine by me.’ 
He didn’t come out of the race at Bel-
mont great, we nursed him along and 
figured we would lose him,” Hendriks 
said. “Put him in for 15 and he carries 
158 or put him for 10 and he carries 
150, I’d do the same thing again. We 
pretty much knew it was 50/50 he’d get 
claimed.”

Hendriks plays the claiming game 
better than most and wasn’t worried 
about losing the horse. 

“If he ran better at Belmont, we 
would probably not have dropped 
him down and we burned up that a-
other-than condition, you can subtract 
$10,000 to a horse’s value when they 
don’t have that condition,” Hendriks 
said. “At Philadelphia, he looked like he 
might be anything, he beat Cornhusk-
er who looked pretty good at the time 
and he set a track record, we were like, 
‘wow, what do we have?’ ”

Turns out, just the claim of the year. 
“I’d do it all over again,” Hendriks 

said. 
As for Houghton, give him the assist.
“I texted him about 20 minutes out 

and told him, ‘Your horse is in the pad-
dock with the blinkers.’ He texted back, 
‘let me know how it works.’ I would 
have never thought of that, I have to 
give all the credit to Bernie, he’s still 
looking out for me.”

earner Researcher to win the train-
ing flat for Kinross Farm. Ridden by 
Chris Read, the 7-year-old son of Two 
Smart won for the first time since tak-
ing the Charles Town Classic in 2010. 
Purchased right before winning that $1 
million stakes, Researcher switched to 
Morris after the race but failed to win in 
three starts on the flat this spring, finish-
ing fourth each time. He could make his 
hurdle debut this fall. 

Colonial –

IRON RICH MULTI-VITAMIN SUPPLEMENT 
TRUSTED BY TOP TRAINERS AND CHAMPIONS.

Supports normal blood cell health, which is essential 
for the transportation of oxygen and 

maintaining energy and performance demands.

farnamhorse.com 
©2009 Farnam Companies, Inc.       09-0295
Red Cell and the Horse Health logo are registered trademarks 
of Farnam Companies, Inc.

Colonial Downs
New Kent, VA. Sunday, September 18. Turf firm.

1. Researcher L 155 Read 
2. Saint Dynaformer L 155 Roberts  
3. Gustavian L 155 Young   
4. He’s A Conniver L 155 Mackenzie
5. Red Letter Day L 155 Dalton
6. Tom’s Dilemma  155 Walsh
7. Man To Man L 155 Rafter
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 2:42-1/5. O: Kinross Farm. T: Neil Morris. 
B. g. 7, Two Smart-Wild Magnolia, Apalachee. 
Bred by Virginia Tech Foundation (Va.)

*1. Lake Placid L 150 Young 4.40 2.80 5.60
2. Silent Vow L 150 Dalton  3.20 3.40
3. One Sea L 146 Mackenzie   5.00

Exacta (6-4) $54.40. Trifecta (6-4-1) $54.00
4. Cuse L 150 Geraghty
5. Saluda Sam L 146 Rafter
6. Golden Slammer  158 Hodsdon
*Claimed for $10,000 by Irv Naylor; J. W. Delozier III, trainer.
Mgn: 13 1/2. Time: 4:07-4/5. O: Debra Kachel. T: Ricky Hendriks. 
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Saranac Lake, Smart Strike. 
Bred by Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Firestone. (Ky.)

Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

Reach Key Decision Makers 

http://www.farnamhorse.com
http://www.forgottencats.org
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Jumpers thrive in return to Saratoga
Claims to Fame

Tod Marks
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All Together gets his 

Jack Fisher walked onto the dirt 
course and looked at the infield tote-
board after the Jonathan Kiser Novice 
Stakes July 28.  

“About time.”
It was hard to know if Fisher was 

talking about Saratoga 2011, where 
he had saddled four horses at the meet 
without winning or Saratoga in general, 
where he hadn’t won for a while or All 
Together, his best steeplechase horse, 
who hadn’t won in three starts this year, 
including two photo-finish losses. 

Either way, it was a sweet win.
Owned by Andre Brewster and Sheila 

Williams, All Together found a comfort-
able spot in second, a couple of lengths 
off free leader Here Comes Art. Relaxed 
more than usual, All Together jumped 
well throughout, getting a huge leap at 
the fourth-last when needed and kept 
tabs on Here Comes Art. The leader 
turned for home, still with a wet sail, but 
All Together flew the last and wore him 
down on the run to the wire. In his typi-
cal resolute gallop, All Together powered 
across the wire, 2 1/4 lengths ahead of 
favorite Demonstrative who rallied from 
last to nail Here Comes Art.

Ridden by Xavier Aizpuru, All To-
gether scored for the third time over 
jumps and sixth time in his career. He 
won three races on the flat for breeder 
Jayeff B Stable before being purchased 
by Fisher. All Together earned cham-
pion novice honors last year after a 
two-win season. One of the last horses 
competing by the great sire Danzig, All 
Together is a half-brother to Grade I 
steeplechase winner Arcadius.

Aizpuru won his third race, to coun-
ter three kick-the-cat losses, on All To-
gether. 

“He’s just been beaten by better 
horses on the day, this stride he’s beat, 
the next stride he wins, today was his 
day and I’m thrilled for the horse be-
cause he does try,” Aizpuru said. “This 
is the horse that keeps me getting out of 
bed in the morning. He’s easily the best 
horse I get to ride on a consistent basis. 
When you’re 36 and starting to think 
about what you’re going to do next, this 
is the horse who keeps you getting on 
their backs and going out there.”

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO KNOW A HORSE?
LET’S START WITH NEARLY 100 YEARS.

THAT’S WHY NO ONE KNOWS MORE about equine nutrition than Southern States. For nearly 100 years,  

we’ve created quality feed to keep your horses in the best possible health – whether you have growing, breeding, 

performance or older horses. And since all our feed is made in the U.S.A. and backed with a 100% money-back 

guarantee, you know that you can trust the experience that we pour into every bag. Visit www.southernstates.com for 

more information. Available at your local Southern States or Agway store.

Limit 4 bags of any combination of Legends® Horse Feed per coupon per customer per visit. Does not include Select, Southern States Brand or Triple 
Crown® Horse Feed. Original coupon only- coupon may not be mechanically reproduced or altered. Coupon is subject to state and local taxes. 
Void where prohibited by law. Cannot be applied to a previous purchase. Independent Dealers: send redeemed coupon and copy of sales receipt 
to: Corporate Marketing - SM, P.O. Box 26234, Richmond, VA 23260. 17500107. EV.

COUPON VALID 7/1/11 – 6/30/12 

AT PARTICIPATING SOUTHERN STATES AND AGWAY LOCATIONS ONLYOff Any Bag 
of Legends®  
Horse Feed
(Limit 4)

H O R S E  F E E D

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

100% MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

© 2011 Southern States Cooperative, Incorporated. All Rights Reserved. Southern States® and Legends® are registered trademarks of Southern States Cooperative, Incorporated.
Triple Crown® is a registered trademark of Triple Crown Nutrition, Incorporated.

BY SEAN CLANCY

July 28

Steeplechasing went to Saratoga for the 
summer. Again. Concerted efforts to produce 
resulted in eight carded races, one fewer than 
planned but three more than 2010 and in-
creases in every participation category (own-
ers, trainers, horses, starts, field size).

Forty-nine horses made 70 jump starts at 
the meet – both increases over last year. Like 
last year, trainer Jonathan Sheppard won four 
(sweeping the doubles Aug. 4 and 18) while 
Jack Fisher collected two. Arch Kingsley dug 
out his tack, again, to pick up a riding/training 
double with Here Comes Art in the finale. 

By far the biggest story came from New 
York Turf Writers Cup winner Mabou. Flat 
trainer David Jacobson spent $30,000 to 
claim the horse from trainer Tom Voss in 
Week 2, and then upset the Grade I stakes in 
late August. 

The coverage on these pages is from ST’s 
newspaper The Saratoga Special.

All Together passes 

at the last fence 

steeplechase opener, 
the Jonathan Kiser 

Tod Marks

http://www.southernstates.com
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Pull away from the 
pack with solar

The energy choice for your home or barn

Contact us for a free quote

Toll Free: 1-877-42SOLAR  |  302-737-4805  |  info@KWsolar.net

www.kwsolarsolutions.com

Divine Fortune, Royal Rossi 

And the beat goes on. Jonathan Sheppard won four 
of five steeplechase races at Saratoga in 2010. The 
Hall of Famer opened 2011 by taking two of the first 
three, sweeping the Aug. 4 all-jump daily double with 
Bill Pape’s Divine Fortune and Hudson River Farm’s 
Royal Rossi. Brian Crowley guided both winners, con-
tinuing his skein of Saratoga winners as well. 

Divine Fortune relaxed well off the pace, gradually 
crept closer and reeled in pacesetter Decoy Daddy af-
ter the last hurdle to score by 2 lengths in the opener, 
the $75,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial. Nationbuilder, 
also trained by Sheppard, closed to be third. Cham-
pion Slip Away faded to fourth, after leading for the 
middle part of the 2 1/16 miles.  

Crowley guided Divine Fortune, a homebred son 
of Royal Anthem who won for the sixth time over 
hurdles and third time at Saratoga. Bred by Pape and 
Sheppard, Divine Fortune won the Smithwick last 
year, ran once more at the meet and retreated back 
into Sheppard’s farm string – 364 days and a bowed 
tendon later, he returned to win the Grade II stakes. 
Sheppard prepped the rangy chestnut in a training flat 
race at the Open House July 17, finishing second to 
Dynaski who never traveled or jumped in the Smith-
wick, winding up fifth, beaten more than 40 lengths. 

Ross Geraghty sent Decoy Daddy, a two-time win-
ner this spring, to the front from the start, opening a 
clear lead over the first three hurdles before Slip Away 
took over, trying to steal some of the closers’ kicks by 
turning up the pace. 

Crowley settled Divine Fortune in fourth, well off 
the pace, but always traveling smoothly and jumping 

accurately. Decoy Daddy retook the lead as the field 
hit the backstretch the final time, swarming Slip Away 
at the third-last hurdle, as Divine Fortune lurked like a 
prowler, edging closer the entire trip. Decoy Daddy led 
around the turn, over the last (flying it while Divine 
Fortune met it on a short hop) but finally succumbed 
to Divine Fortune’s relentless rally. 

seconds faster than last year. 
Sheppard admitted to being confident in the horse’s 

fitness and hesitant about his chance of winning. 

That’s Sheppard. 
“People talk about the layoff, I did think he was fit 

enough especially with the race at the Open House, 
but with the lack of an actual race over jumps – what 
do they call it, ring rusty?” Sheppard said as he walked 
into the paddock to saddle Royal Rossi. “You always 
wonder about that but as far as fitness, he had been 
in training for a long time and he was obviously fit 
for the Open House but there are always a lot of un-
knowns in a race like this.”

august 4

BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks

See SHEPPARD page 19 

http://www.kwsolarsolutions.com
http://www.janetsidewater.com


Friday, September 23, 2011 Times    19

Find Your Next Event Horse HERE

Be part of the 
solution...
Adopt a rescued 
racehorse!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
A 501c3 nonprofit organization

Get “On the 
Right Track!” We will 

pay up to $200 for 
lessons or training for your 

new MAHR horse with a 
professional of your choice.

Program made possible by a 
grant from the ASPCA® 

Rescuing Racers Initiative

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
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Sheppard has always been the one known element 
when it comes to Saratoga and Crowley has quickly 
joined him. 

The trainer used the jockey to guide three of his four 
winners last year and with Danielle Hodsdon injured 
this year, Crowley deputized well again. He’s won five 
of the past eight races at Saratoga. Aboard for the first 
time in a jump race, Crowley was impressed by Divine 
Fortune.

“He jumped, he traveled, he never missed a beat 
at any any jump,” Crowley said. “Turning down the 
backside I knew I had Ross because I was just canter-
ing, I didn’t meet the last in a perfect stride but I knew 
he’s a horse with a plenty of gears.”

Sheppard sharpened those gears with a quick breeze 
over the Oklahoma turf three days earlier, zipping 5 

The 8-year-old 2-mile specialist outworked the likes of 
Banrock, Lime Rickey and Premium Gold. 

And the tuning of another Sheppard returnee was 
complete. 

“I figured Saratoga, it’s logical, that’s where the big 
races are, it seemed like the right thing to do,” Shep-
pard said of his 2011 plan for the horse. “According 
to my vet he bowed (after Saratoga last year), it was 
down at the back of the ankle but I don’t really call 
those bows, he always says it’s as bad but I can never 
tell which is the sesamoidal ligaments and which is the 
tendon back there, they run over the top of each other. 
My vet said he had damaged his tendon at the back of 
his pastern, not a major one, but enough that he had 
to treat it as though it was a regular bow.”

In steeplechasing, bows come with the territory and 
Sheppard simply put him on the back burner. Remem-
ber, Saratoga only comes once a year, plenty of time to 
heal a bowed tendon.

“A cheap claimer, you probably would have hoped 
for the best. But for a jumper he’s a relatively young 

horse, he’s a really, really nice horse. I’ve always liked 
this horse,” Sheppard said. “I’d have to look at my 
books to see when we started him back up, those older 
horses coming off an injury, we like to give them any-
where from six to eight weeks of jogging, instead of 
the usual three or four, we give them quite a bit extra, 
all the trotting is good for the blood circulation, which 
helps to continue the healing of the injury.”

Sheppard completed his double when Royal Rossi 
rallied from seventh in the optional claimer to nail 
Baltic Shore by a nose. After 2 1/16 miles, the race 
came down to whose head hit the wire at the right 
moment. Royal Rossi, a 5-year-old son of Rossini, 
won the bob for local owner Ed Swyer’s Hudson River 
Farm. Maiden Worried Man finished third. 

Sheppard bought Royal Rossi for himself in the fall 

of 2009, simply because he saw him in the paddock at 
Keeneland. 

Trained by Mike Stidham, he had made four starts 
on the flat, managing a fourth against $30,000 maiden 
claimers at Keeneland and a couple of sixths on the 
Arlington Park turf. Sheppard took a shot. He missed 
all of 2009, which Sheppard called a blessing in dis-
guise and he’s been one of the most highly touted 
maidens in Sheppard’s barn this year. He won a train-
ing flat race in April, then pulled up over tiring turf at 
Iroquois then won at the Open House. 

“He was a little bit keen with me, I would have pre-
ferred to get him a bit covered up, I was a little further 
back than I anticipated but I had to make the best of 
it,” Crowley said. “All along, all along, we’ve liked 
him. He’s now just coming into himself, he was a big 

Tod Marks

Sheppard –

http://www.mheby.com
http://www.midatlantichorserescue.org
http://www.embracetherace.com


20    Steeplechase Times Friday, September 23, 2011

Two weeks after sweeping the all-
steeplechase double, Jonathan Sheppard 
did it again Aug. 18 – picking up an op-
tional claimer in the first with Parker’s 
Project and a stakes score in the second 
with Italian Wedding.

Both horses came into the race as the 
barn’s seemingly second string, but ran 
like the A Team.

Coupled with his sharper-looking 
“cousin” One Giant Step, Italian Wed-
ding halted a seven-race losing streak in 
the $70,000 Mickey Walsh Novice Stakes.

Fans sent the pair off at 2-1 and Italian 
Wedding came charging late to get past 
Demonstrative and win by a length in 

-
ished third with One Giant Step fourth. 
Brian Crowley rode the winner, whose 
skid dated to April 2010. Further, he’d 
been fourth in his last four and finished 
behind All Together in five consecutive 
starts going back to last October.

“He’s been called a few names in the 
past but one thing he does is he tries,” 
said Crowley. “The little horse tries. A 
lot of the times it might have been a 
shade soft for him or too short for him 
or something. He’s a very consistent lit-
tle horse, tough little horse. He deserves 
that.”

Here Comes Art made the early run-
ning, shadowed throughout by All To-
gether as Italian Wedding found a spot 
in the middle of the eight-horse field. 
Heading to the final turn, Demonstra-
tive joined All Together in a repeat of 
their battle here July 28 and a race at 
Belmont July 3. Italian Wedding cov-
ered the move, however, and reached 
the stretch in full flight as All Together 
weakened and Demonstrative couldn’t 
answer the winner’s late energy.

“As soon as we turned in he picked 
up for me and I knew that he was going 
to try, knew he was going to run on,” 
said Crowley. “He had to dig down. If 
he had any kinks, any little problems 
in his armor to suggest he was a soft 
horse, a pig, a horse that wouldn’t try, 
he wasn’t going to get there.”

Sheppard sent the Florida-bred to 
Pennsylvania, then brought him back 
to Saratoga for some final work. The 
trainer’s home base, a bustling farm of 
barns, horses and people near Union-
ville, Pa., is nothing like the racetrack.

“We freshened him,” said Crowley, 
who went home too. “We go up around 
hills and run over some stones, farm 
life, you know? We ride them, but we 
don’t do much with them.”

After winning four of five Saratoga 
jump races last season, Sheppard won 
four of the first six in 2011 – expand-
ing on a decades-long run of success in 
jump races at the track.

“Whatever it is, the man freshens 
them up, sets them up for these days, 
Saratoga,” said Crowley. “I’m just de-
lighted to be a part of it all.”

-
pard opted not to walk out to the infield 
for his second set of schoolers (in hopes 
of not getting his feet any wetter) but 
liked what he saw from a distance.

“I think Darren will get along with 
Parker, he’s got quiet hands and some-
times this horse acts like he doesn’t 
want to be fussed with very much,” the 
trainer said. 

A day later, Sheppard’s opinion 
looked spot on as Parker’s Project and 
new jockey Darren Nagle ran off with a 
5 1/4-length win in the first, a $53,000 
optional claiming hurdle. The 14-1 shot 
outran 2-1 stablemate Port Morsbey 
late to win for Hudson River Farm and 
start the second all-Sheppard double of 
the meet. Saluda Sam rallied for third, 

11 lengths behind the runner-up as the 

The 5-year-old won for just the sec-
ond time in a dozen career jump starts, 
but ran well enough to finish second 
in a similar race last summer. Nagle 
enjoyed his first spin on the Sheppard 
homebred.

“I started off a little bit further back 
than I really wanted to but he was 
jumping so well that he was jumping 
past horses rather than having me ask 
him,” the jockey said. “He jumped by 
one here, another here and kept into 
the race like that. At the second-last, I 
jumped past (Fog Island) and ended up 
in front. I knew nothing was going great 
behind me because I had gone by them 
at that point.”

Port Morsbey ranged alongside the 
winner on the turn, but was never trav-
eling as well and Parker’s Project pulled 
away in the stretch – to give owner Ed 
Swyer his second winner of the meet.

Tod Marks

Tod Marks
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Opera Heroine sings for Fisher

Jack Fisher has been doing Saratoga the hard way for years – banging heads 
with ensconced trainers Tom Voss and Jonathan Sheppard while shipping to run in 
steeplechases and the occasional flat race.

The Maryland-based trainer changed plans for 2011, getting four stalls at the 
Oklahoma Annex, renting a house for exercise rider/assistant/jockey Willie Dowl-
ing and rotating horses through. The move continued to pay dividends as Arcadia 
Stable’s Opera Heroine won the $70,000 Mrs. Ogden Phipps Stakes for steeple-
chase fillies/mares Aug. 11. The victory came on the back of another jump win two 
weeks ago and a string of decent flat performances (including three wins).

“It helps a lot to have stalls here because I can ship them up here on Saturday, 
and they can see the other horses, they have a round pen, it’s a much better deal 
than shipping up right before the race,” Fisher said. “I’m making money because 
I’ve won some races, but it’s expensive. You can’t just do it without thinking about 
it first.”

With Dowling aboard, Opera Heroine sat second behind stablemate Maya 
Charli for much of the race, established a position in front on the backside and 
maintained her tempo to the stretch as the others labored. The daughter of Part-
ner’s Hero flew the last and won by 3 lengths over Well Fashioned with Lonesome 
Nun third. 

The 7-year-old repeated her maiden-breaking effort at the Open House July 17 
and improved to 2-for-7 in a jump career that began last fall. Opera Heroine raced 
on the flat for Fisher’s father John and her breeder, longtime steeplechase owner 
Fitz Dixon – winning five times. She sold to Arcadia and she switched to jumping 
in 2010 (after finishing second on the flat at Saratoga). 

“This track suits her down to the ground,” said Dowling, who picked up his first 
Saratoga win. “She barely gets the 2 miles, she was cruising going to the last but she 
didn’t have much left. I’m glad for Jack and everybody. It’s work being here, but it’s 
paying off. The two fillies we ran today were going crazy when they first got here, 
but then they settled in and ate up last night – that makes a difference. Sheppard 
and Voss always had the edge on us before.”

The inaugural Phipps is named after the legendary steeplechase owner who cam-
paigned champions Oedipus, Neji, Ancestor, Mako, Top Bid and Straight And True 
among others in the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. The first filly/mare jump race at Saratoga 
was part of the expansion process and drew nine runners, though a second filly/
mare stakes failed to fill.

BY JOE CLANCY

august 18

BY JOE CLANCY
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Brothers Jacobson stood in the Saratoga winner’s 
circle, awed by what had just happened. 

“This is the front page,” David said. 
“This is the earthquake,” Douglas said. 
And suddenly flat racing and steeplechasing at 

Saratoga had come together. 
Flat trainer David Jacobson claimed Mabou Aug. 

4 for $30,000. He put the five-time hurdle winner in 
his flat program, asked the NSA’s Bill Gallo to find 
a jockey and entered in the Grade I New York Turf 
Writers Cup three weeks later Aug. 25. 

Front page. Earthquake.
Robbie Walsh parked the free-running 8-year-old in 

the back of the nine-horse field, produced him nearing 
the last hurdle and Mabou drew off to win by 5 3/4 
lengths over Irish invader Dirar and Dynaski. Jona-
than Sheppard’s four horses failed to hit the board in a 
race where two horses fell on the flat and another fell 
at the last (all horses and jockeys were OK).

Since returning to training in 2007, Jacobson had 
wanted to claim a jumper. When he and his brother 
Douglas saw Mabou’s form Aug. 4, they knew they 
had their horse. 

Mabou, owned by Ken and Sarah Ramsey and 
trained by Tom Voss, exited an 82-length victory at 
Radnor. The Jacobsons licked their chops. The steeple-
chase crowd scoffed at the margin, knowing the only 
horse in with a chance that day lost his jockey, hand-
ing Mabou an inflated victory over two overmatched 
rivals. Sometimes too much information leads to mis-
information. 

The Jacobsons stood outside the racing office be-
fore dropping the slip.  

“I saw him (in the Form) the night before and said 
we’ve got to have this horse. I said to my brother right 
here, ‘We have to claim this horse. Don’t get nervous. 
We’ve got to claim him,’ ” said Douglas, racing man-
ager for Jacobson Racing. “We love long distance, 
there aren’t many horses who can do this, most are 
sprinters. It’s unbelievable. It’s a new experience for 
us, our father was successful in it and we did it.”

Mabou finished fifth in an optional claimer, burn-
ing up on the front end at Saratoga for the third time 
in his career. Drawing on his dad’s success with claim-
ing jumpers decades ago, Jacobson claimed Mabou 
for himself and Drawing Away Stable. 

“I’ve been wanting to claim a jump-
er for the last couple of years here at 
Saratoga, mostly to get a real distance 
horse to run during the year, not really 
to claim a jumper, a lot of jumpers are 
well-bred, big, good-looking, sound 
horses, sometimes you tweak them 
with my flat training methods and it 
works,” David Jacobson said. “Bill 
Gallo convinced me to go in this race, 
I figured I didn’t have anywhere to run 
him on the flat until Belmont, let’s take 
a shot and we took our best shot, to-
day it worked.”

Jacobson and Walsh met in the pad-
dock and discussed trying to rate Ma-
bou somewhere in mid-pack. Walsh 
eased Mabou away from the flag and 
met the first hurdle in mid-pack. Ma-
bou jumped boldly, landing on the heels 
of Straight To It and then bounced into 
Dirar. That’s one way to rate a front-
runner. The miscue worked to perfec-
tion, anchoring Mabou in the back of 
a well-bunched group. 

Decoy Daddy led through a slow 
tempo with favorite Divine Fortune 
fourth on the inside and second choice 
Dirar just off his flank. Mabou met the 

third hurdle short, which again helped the cause, help-
ing Walsh keep him in the back. Switched off com-
pletely after a circuit, Mabou sat about 10 lengths off 
Straight To It who had overtaken Decoy Daddy for the 
pace chores. 

Under the wire with a circuit to go, Straight To It 
led, Decoy Daddy and Dynaski tracked, Divine For-
tune and Dirar cruised and Mabou simply galloped 
along in the back, following a three-wide trio of Sweet 
Shani, Sermon Of Love and Nationbuilder.

Leaving the backside, Brian Crowley gunned Di-
vine Fortune through on the inside of Decoy Daddy. 
They bounced off each other strides before the second-
last. Dirar ranged on the outside as Walsh sat, on the 
inside, like a librarian over a good book, tracking in 
the slipstream of Divine Fortune. 

Midway on the final turn, Straight To It still led 
with Dirar pouncing on him from the outside, Divine 
Fortune ranging on the inside, Decoy Daddy churn-
ing to his right, Dynaski still hanging tough three-wide 
and Mabou locked and loaded still directly behind Di-
vine Fortune. Nationbuilder, Sermon Of Love, Sweet 
Shani were under pressure. 

Crowley angled out a lane and Decoy Daddy 
clipped his heels, falling, Sermon Of Love fell over 
him and the race suddenly had its denouement. Dirar 
rolled past Straight To It as Walsh tapped the brakes 
yet again in fifth and switched out a lane. Turning for 
home, Dirar kicked to a clear lead, Walsh pulled Ma-
bou four wide and rolled past Dynaski, Divine For-
tune and Straight To It. Dirar led to the last, flew it but 
suddenly had company. Mabou met the last perfectly, 
folded his knees like a show horse, accelerated on 
landing and was gone. Long gone. He won like a fresh 

finished fourth but was disqualified for interference.
Asked about his background in steeplechasing, Ja-

cobson hesitated and thought of his father, the late 
Howard “Buddy” Jacobson who was five-time leading 
trainer in New York and used to claim jumpers, includ-
ing Lake Delaware who won 12 races including the 
Lovely Night and Promise Hurdle Stakes at Saratoga.

“This is it. My background in jumping is my foun-
dation in training on flats, my father was very success-
ful, Lake Delaware, he taught me little things to do 
which are family secrets and I’m not going to let any-

body know,” Jacobson said, only half-
kidding. “Just training flats generally is 
a different method to training jumpers, 
I trained him like I would train any 
other horse, any other flat horse, again, 
he just responded to my different type 
of training. The trainer who had him 
before did a great job, I saw that he 
won by 82 lengths, any horse who can 
win by 82 lengths in any race I want 
to have in my barn and that’s why I 
claimed him.”

And that’s partly why Walsh rode 
him. Without a ride in the Turf Writ-
ers, Walsh jumped at the opportunity 
when Gallo called, made sure he could 
do the bottom weight of 138 and in-
troduced himself to Jacobson in the 
paddock. 

“They said they wanted a good rid-
er who could do the weight. Bill asked 
me, I was open in the race,” Walsh said. 
“ ‘Yeah, I’ll ride him.’ I guess I was the 
only one who was sure he didn’t have a 
ride in the race. The trainer told Gallo 
he wasn’t going to school him in the 
meantime and I figured he didn’t really 
need to.”

Tod Marks

Mabou, Jacobson

august 25

BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Robbie Walsh celebrates the biggest victory of his career, aboard Mabou. See TURF WRITERS page 23 
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While most of the Turf Writers field 
was schooling Monday and Wednesday, 
Mabou was going around like any other 
flat horse, in a white saddle towel from 
the middle of Clare Court. Jacobson 
didn’t see any point in schooling him. 

“No reason to, he knows how to 
jump,” the trainer said. 

He certainly does. Somewhat over-
shadowed by the craziness of a flat 
trainer claiming a jumper and winning 
the Turf Writers was Mabou’s perfor-
mance. The 8-year-old son of Dynafor-
mer rated kindly for a change, jumped 
with precision and skipped home. He 
pulled as much galloping back as he did 
in the race. 

“His jumping was unbelievable, too 
good. I was like ‘whoa, whoa, whoa.’ I 
got a great trip, tucked away on the in-
side, his jumping kept him in that spot,” 
Walsh said. “I was blinded a couple 
of times, he never saw the hurdle but 
he picked up and jumped it fine. Very 
quick over his fences, rapid. Turning 
for home I was waiting for him to get 
tired. I pulled him out and it was like 
the race was over. He pulled away. I 

couldn’t pull him up afterward, he tried 
to run off with me coming back. Unbe-
lievable.”

Jacobson wasn’t the first trainer to 
write Mabou’s name on a claim slip. 
Steeplechase/flat owner/trainer Michael 
Moran bought the future Turf Writers 
winner as a yearling at Keeneland Sep-
tember in 2004 for $80,000. 

Mabou made his debut in 2006 at 
Delaware Park. In a race that produced 
future jumpers Sword Of Dubai and 
The Price Of Love, Mabou finished sev-
enth and was claimed for $50,000 by 
Tim Ritchey for Bean Counter Stable. 
Mabou won four races for Ritchey be-
fore he lost  him in the Ramsey dragnet 
of Dynaformers (one of the best jump 
sires in history) in August 2008. Mabou 
was claimed for $20,000, joined the 
Ramsey/Voss string and won five races 
in 10 starts before Jacobson decided to 
get in the jump game. 

It’s a little more nerve-wracking than 
flat racing. 

“The first jump I was nervous, then I 
was like wow he’s good at this,” Jacob-
son said. “Then I saw him coming out 
of the turn and said, ‘all he’s got to do is 
make the last fence and we got second.’ 
To win? I was jumping up and down 
like a little kid. I never act like that.”

Turf Writers –

Tod Marks
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www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

The tack bag sat in the barn, with the lawn chairs, 
an inch of dirt and straw on top of it. Arch Kingsley 
went out, dusted it off and threw it over his shoulder 
just like he did so many times, so many years ago. 

Then Kingsley and its contents went out and won 
the first race at Saratoga Sept. 1. 

The former champion steeplechase jockey hadn’t 
played dress-up for two years, when he came out 
of retirement to ride a horse for a friend and win at 
Saratoga. This summer, he came to Saratoga with two 
horses, training them, no intention of riding. 

When Kingsley made his entry for Thursday, he was 
stuck without a jockey.

His wife, Wendy, heard him on the phone, stam-
mering to the NSA’s Bill Gallo. 

“Why don’t you ride him?” she asked.
Kingsley did. Here Comes Art did the rest. 
Owned by Carrington Racing Stable, the 9-year-

old did what he did in his first two attempts this sum-
mer, rolling to a comfortable lead, jumping long and 
fast throughout and grinding his way to his second 
career jump win to go along with five scores on the 
flat. Maiden Perfect Edge, at 41-1, rallied to be second 
over Be Certain. 

Here Comes Art was 100 percent. Kingsley, not so 
much. 

“Probably 80. I’d say 80. The truth is if that horse 
needed help, I would not have been there for him, I’m 
just holding on and steering him, he’s a push-button 
horse,” Kingsley said. “You know 19 out of 20 of 
them, you don’t make any difference, he’s one of those 
19. I went out there without a worry in the world, I 
thought he’d be a little more settled than that, he took 
a dive at the second fence, I slipped my reins then I’m 
getting run off with about eight inches more rein in 
my hand.”

Didn’t matter. 
Kingsley claimed the son of Royal Anthem from 

King Leatherbury back in 2007. He didn’t return to the 
races until 2009, making the last weekend of the meet 
at Saratoga for trainer Will Phipps and just missed 
by a nose in a New York-bred optional claimer. That 
fall, he broke his maiden over hurdles at Camden and 
returned the next spring to finish second twice. Then 
back to the shelf, returning this summer at Saratoga. 
Kingsley employed Bernie Dalton on Here Comes Art 
for the first two forays and when Dalton chose Lone-
some Nun Thursday, Kingsley had to go to the barn, 
to the lawn chairs. 

“It was either don’t run or ride him. I got my license 
this morning. I pulled my tack out of the barn Sunday 
evening, my tack bag had an inch of straw and dirt 
on it,” Kingsley said. “When I’m on the phone with 
Gallo, I’m like ‘Who’s available?’ Looking for any out. 
Wendy’s like, ‘Why don’t you ride him?’ She said, ‘You 
know your way around there as well as anybody, go 

for it.’ That gives you confidence.”
Kingsley earned a championship in 1997, rode 

champions, won big races but retired in 2003 af-
ter several concussions. He turned to training from 
his Camden, S.C. base and has found success on the 
flat and in steeplechasing while working closely with 
Phipps. Since retiring, he has come back and ridden a 
few key races, picking his spots. 

“I just don’t want to come up here and embarrass 
myself, I established myself that I might be a better 
memory than I really was in real life. It’s scary that 
way,” said Kingsley, who spent some time in the sweat 
box at Saratoga to tack 144. “The older I get, the more 
I realize this is where I belong, I hung it up sooner than 
I wanted to, but it’s a brotherhood, when you fade out 
of it, you miss it, the fraternity. I don’t want to sound 
like I’m living back in the glory days, but it’s a little 
bit of live for today and the fact that I can still do it is 
a gift in itself, why would I not want to, if I still can? 
Why squander it when you still have a little bit left. It 
will be a long time before it happens again, if ever.”

Two summers ago, people called it a comeback. 
Kingsley corrected them. This time, nobody dared.

“I would rather people quit calling me retired and 
just say I ride every once in a while,” Kingsley said. 
“I’m not a professional jockey anymore, but I can still 
ride a race on a good horse.”

And win a race at Saratoga.

august 25

BY SEAN CLANCY

Dave Harmon

For Sale
Black with black leather interior. 

4 doors. Seats 7. Loaded. 
81,000 miles (50,000 on engine). 

In Elkton, Maryland. 

Tod Marks Photography

If you like what you see in The 
Steeplechase Times, contact our 
photographer for quality reprints, 
win photos, customized composites 
featuring your favorite horse, and 
artistic renderings.

Speedy service, reasonable prices.

Phone: (914) 806-7307
E-mail: horsepix@optonline.net

www.photoshelter.com/c/todmarks

http://todmarks.photoshelter.com/
http://www.forgottencats.org
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Saratoga Springs, NY. Sunday, July 17. Turf firm.

1. Jimtown L 154 Walsh
2. Sergeant Karakorum L 154 Crowley
3. Southwest L 154 Murphy
4. Hi Flyin Indy  154 Mackenzie
5. Perfect Edge L 154 Young
PU. Easy Reach L 154 Aizpuru
PU. Man To Man L 154 Rafter
PU. World Of Events  154 R. Geraghty 
Mgn: Neck. Time: 3:46-2/5. O: Julia Thieriot. T: Mairead Carr. 
B. g. 7, Albert The Great-Singing Breeze, Affirmed. 
Bred by John R. Penn & Frank Penn (Ky.)

1. Royal Rossi L 154 Crowley
2. Sovietspi (NZ) L 154 McCarthy
3. Auction Watch L 154 McCarron
4. Hue of Crimson L 154 Dalton
5. Gustavian L 154 Young
6. Classic Bridges L 154 Read
7. Armstrong Mill L 154 Murphy
8. Royal Theatre  154 Nagle 
Mgn: 6 1/2. Time: 3:53-1/5. 
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 5, Rossini-Princess Lea by Stalwart. 
Bred by Triple C Thorobred & Jacquelyn Cochonour (Ky.)

1. Opera Heroine L 153 Dowling
2. Beating The Odds L 146 Crowley
3. Red Dirt Girl L 146 Walsh
4. Cubist L 146 Mackenzie
5. Owl L 146 Young
6. Fiesty Lady L 153 Tobin
7. Za Za Zu L 146 Nagle
PU. Red Rhythm L 146 Aizpuru
PU. Ardagh L 153 McCarthy
Mgn: 7. Time: 3:57. O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. m. 7, Partner’s Hero-Soap Opera, Theatrical (Ire).
Bred by F. E. Dixon (Pa.)

1. Brave Prospect L 150 Aizpuru
2. Royal Fling Shot L 150 Crowley
3. Worried Man L 150 Dowling
4. Union Army L 150 Tobin
5. Temple Fair L 150 Young
6. Rhythm and Roar  150 R. Geraghty
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:54. O: Woodslane Farm. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. g. 4, Purge-Issaqueena, Mr. Prospector. 
Bred by Stonerside Stable (Ky.)

1. Dynaski L 150 Young
2. Divine Fortune L 150 Crowley
3. Chestermite L 150 Dalton
4. Hope For Us All L 150 Dowling
5. Fog Island L 150 Tobin
6. Jellyberry L 145 Mackenzie
7. Well Fashioned L 145 Murphy
8. Decoy Daddy (Ire) L 150 R. Geraghty
9. Italian Wedding L 150 Aizpuru
10. Planets Aligned  150 Nagle
Mgn: Neck. Time: 2:42. O: Armata Stables. T: Tom Voss. 
B. g. 8, Dynaformer-Ski Racer (FR), Ski Chief.
Bred by Budget Stable (Ky.)

Saratoga Springs, NY. 

Thursday, July 28. Turf firm.

1. All Together L 153 Aizpuru 8.30 3.20 2.10
2. Demonstrative L 149 Walsh  3.30 2.30
3. Here Comes Art L 150 Dalton   3.60

Exacta (2-8) $18.60. Trifecta (2-8-1) $63.00.
4. Italian Wedding L 153 Crowley
5. Cornhusker (GB) L 143 Young
6. Fog Island L 150 Geraghty
7. Straight To It L 153 Dowling
8. Tizsilk L 153 McCarthy 
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 3:51-2/5. O: Andre Brewster. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. g. 6, Danzig-Unify, Farma Way. Bred by Jayeff B Stables (Ky.)
 

Thursday, August 4. Turf good.

1. Divine Fortune L 154 Crowley 9.30 4.30 3.80
2. Decoy Daddy (Ire) L 154 R. Geraghty  6.20 4.40
3. Nationbuilder L 142 Nagle   3.90

Exacta (2-1) $45.00. Trifecta (2-1-5) $197.00.
4. Slip Away L 154 Young
5. Dynaski L 146 Aizpuru 
PU. Spy In The Sky L 154 Murphy
Mgn: 2. Time: 3:49-1/5. O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Ch. g. 8, Royal Anthem-My Tombola, Northern Fling. 
Bred by Bill Pape & Jonathan Sheppard (Pa.)

1. Royal Rossi L 156 Crowley 10.20 5.30 3.80
2. Baltic Shore L 156 McCarthy  6.70 3.90
3. Worried Man L 137 Dowling   5.90
  Daily Double (2-9) $35.40

Exacta (9-5) $49.40. Trifecta (9-5-4) $581.00
4. Hope For Us All L 144 Aizpuru
*5. Mabou L 156 Young
6. Be Certain L 144 Walsh
PU. Golden Slammer  144 Mackenzie
PU. Class Century L 156 Rafter
*Claimed for $30,000 by Drawing Away Stable, David Jacobson.
Mgn: Nose. Time: 3:50-2/5. 
O: Hudson River Farms. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 5, Rossini-Princess Lea, Stalwart. 
Bred by Triple C Thorobred & Jacquelyn Cochonour (Ky.)

Thursday, August 11. Turf good.

The Mrs. Ogden Phipps.
1. Opera Heroine L 148 Dowling 9.80 5.10 3.50
2. Well Fashioned L 141 Murphy  5.30 4.20
3. Lonesome Nun L 148 Nagle   3.30

Exacta (4-1) $44.20. Trifecta (4-1-3) $131.50.
4. Upper Gulch L 148 Young
5. Red Dirt Girl L 137 Walsh
6. Deputy Empress L 148 Roberts
F. Beating The Odds L 137 Crowley
PU. Maya Charli L 137 R. Geraghty
R. Farah T. Salute  152 Aizpuru
Mgn: 3. Time: 3:54. O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. m. 7, Partner’s Hero-Soap Opera, Theatrical (Ire). 
Bred by F. E. Dixon (Pa.)

Thursday, August 18, 2011. Turf good.

1. Parker’s Project L 148 Nagle 30.40 11.60 8.10
2. Port Morsbey L 152 Crowley  4.30 3.50
3. Saluda Sam L 144 Rafter   13.00

Exacta (7-4) $91.00. Trifecta (7-4-10) $2,358.00
4. Peace Fire L 135 Dowling
5. Fog Island L 156 R. Geraghty
6. Grinding Speed  156 Roberts
F. Baltic Shore L 156 McCarthy
LR. Brave Prospect L 147 Aizpuru
PU. Dr. Wheat L 147 Mackenzie
PU. Jimtown L 156 Walsh
PU. Cuse L 156 Dalton
Mgn: 5 1/4. Time: 4:34. 
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Dk. B./Br. g. 5, Parker’s Storm Cat-Let’s Canoodle, Oh Say. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa.)

1. Italian Wedding L 153 Crowley 6.30 3.40 2.40
2. Demonstrative L 147 Walsh  4.40 2.90
3. All Together L 156 Aizpuru   2.70
 Daily Double (7-1) $81.50

Exacta (1-8) $24.00. Trifecta (1-8-5) $50.50
4. One Giant Step L 153 Hodsdon
5. Organisateur (Ire) L 159 Nagle 
6. Cornhusker (GB) L 141 Young
PU. Here Comes Art L 150 Dalton
PU. Class Century L 150 Mackenzie
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:33-2/5. O/T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Ch. g. 6, Alphabet Soup-Effervescent, Citidancer. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa.)

Thursday, August 25. Turf firm.

1. Mabou L 138 Walsh 35.20 14.00 8.50
2. Dirar (Ire)  150 B. Geraghty  4.90 4.00
3. Dynaski L 140 Young   7.20

Exacta (4-3) $274.50. Trifecta (4-3-8) $2,268.00
4. Nationbuilder L 142 Hodsdon
5. Sweet Shani (NZ) L 142 Aizpuru
F. Decoy Daddy (Ire) L 154 R. Geraghty
F. Sermon Of Love L 150 Nagle
F. Straight To It L 140 Dowling
*DQ. Divine Fortune L 156 Crowley
*-From 4th for interference. Mgn: 5 3/4. Time: 4:40-3/5. 
O: Drawing Away Stable. T: David Jacobson. 
B. g. 8, Dynaformer-Royal Dove (Ire), Royal Academy. 
Bred by Ironwater Farms Joint Venture (Ky.)

Thursday, September 1. Turf firm.

1. Here Comes Art L 144 Kingsley 9.90 5.20 3.90
2. Perfect Edge L 144 R. Geraghty  31.60 13.20
3. Be Certain L 144 Young   5.10

Exacta (9-6) $358.00. Trifecta (9-6-4) $2,894.00
4. Hope For Us All L 144 Aizpuru
5. Air Maggy L 148 Nagle
6. Dugan L 144 Walsh
7. Opera Heroine L 150 Dowling
8. Well Fashioned L 146 Murphy
9. Lonesome Nun L 146 Dalton
10. Saluda Sam L 144 Rafter
PU. Quiet Approval L 148 Mackenzie
Mgn: 3 3/4. Time: 3:55-3/5. 
O: Carrington Racing Stable. T: Arch Kingsley, Jr.. 
Gr./Rn. g. 9, Royal Anthem-Heirloom Wish, Lyphard’s Wish (FR). 
Bred by William Ammann (NY.)

Tod Marks

Tod Marks
Willie Dowling bounces to the turf in the Turf Writers.
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 ................ Douglas Lees
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Country Cousin .....................................$64,500
Lake Placid ............................................$54,000
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Incomplete ..............................................$5,400
Ptarmigan ...............................................$4,100
...........................................................

 .........................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Green Velvet ..........................................$30,250
Class Indian ..........................................$22,200
...........................................................

 .............Pat Lunny
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Hi Flyin Indy ............................................$5,250
...........................................................

 ........... Betsy Manierre
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Lake Placid ............................................$54,000
Divine Fortune .......................................$45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Ptarmigan ...............................................$4,100
He’s A Conniver .......................................$3,600
...........................................................

 .....................
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Divine Fortune .......................................$45,000
Worried Man .........................................$16,000
Maya Charli .............................................$4,200
Jack Twist ......................................................$0
...........................................................

 ...............
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Nationbuilder ........................................$28,500
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Delta Park .............................................$18,750
Ditch ..............................................................$0
...........................................................

 .............................Joe Clancy
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Country Cousin .....................................$64,500
Royal Rossi ...........................................$43,800
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Incomplete ..............................................$5,400
Artic Cry ..................................................$1,000
...........................................................

 ..............
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Royal Rossi ...........................................$43,800
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Incomplete ..............................................$5,400
...........................................................

 ...... Ed Kraker
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Class Indian ..........................................$22,200
Delta Park .............................................$18,750
Swagger Stick .........................................$9,000
...........................................................

 .............
Private Attack ........................................$63,000
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Lake Placid ............................................$54,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Worried Man .........................................$16,000
Foyle ..............................................................$0
...........................................................

 ....................
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Brave Prospect ......................................$20,000
Farah T Salute .........................................$1,000
Sharpest Cat ..................................................$0
...........................................................

 ................
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Green Velvet ..........................................$30,250
Dictina’s Boy .........................................$15,000
Pynaformer ................................................$750
Jack Spratt .....................................................$0
...........................................................

 ............
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Class Century ........................................$18,500
Tizsilk ....................................................$15,000
Class Mark ............................................$11,300
Farah T Salute .........................................$1,000
...........................................................

 ......................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Golden Slammer ...................................$14,450
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Hi Flyin Indy ............................................$5,250
...........................................................
Wrens Wrecks .....................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Golden Slammer ...................................$14,450
Bubble Economy ............................................$0
...........................................................
Richard’s Kid .................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Sweet Shani ..........................................$34,000
South Monarch .....................................$16,100
Left Unsaid ............................................$13,500
John Wyatt ..............................................$2,600
...........................................................

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by The Whip Tavern and Embrace The Race

Back on top. After yielding the top spot several times over the summer – to Fixucar 
Farm – photographer Doug Lees’ Brown Trout Stable is back on top thanks to a Colonial 
Downs win by Lake Placid. The four-time winner is proving to be a good pick-up with 
$54,000 earned in claiming and allowance company. Lees maintains a tenuous hold on 
the top spot, about $5,000 ahead of Dave Green’s Fixucar Farm and about $7,000 ahead 
of Pat Lunny’s Bad Pension Plan Stable. 

The fall season will sort out the details though it’s worth noting some differences 
at the top. Lees has Decoy Daddy, while neither Green nor Lunny do. Of course, Green 
has All Together and Class Indian, and Lunny has All Together and top filly/mare Opera 
Heroine. And check out fourth-place Uncle Pierre Stable, which could get a big autumn 
push from Tax Ruling. Monthly prizes over the summer went to Green (July and August). 

The top 32 (through Sept. 23) are listed. Check  for complete 
standings.

We understand the horse business
When you need insurance to respond quickly, rely on experience, 

rely on people who understand horses, farms, and insurance

We also represent carriers that specialize 
in homeowners’ coverage.

5700 Smith Ave., 
Baltimore, MD 21209

Sam Ho!berger, Bloodstock Manager
Third Generation Horseman
sho!berger@ho!berger.com

Richard Ho!berger, President
Second Generation Horseman
rho!berger@ho!berger.com

Tod Marks

201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com

http://www.hoffberger.com
http://www.newhollandsupply.com
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Liberty Bell Racing .................John Carnes
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Divine Fortune .......................................$45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Roman Glory .........................................$14,400
He’s A Conniver .......................................$3,600
Katherine My Great ........................................$0
...........................................................

 ................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Private Attack ........................................$63,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Roman Glory .........................................$14,400
Easy Reach .............................................$9,000
Farah T Salute .........................................$1,000
...........................................................

 ..............................Jean McLane
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Straight To It .........................................$31,500
Swagger Stick .........................................$9,000
Easy Reach .............................................$9,000
Adam Rides Again ..........................................$0
...........................................................

 ...........Justin Rivenburgh
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Roman Glory .........................................$14,400
Farah T Salute .........................................$1,000
...........................................................

 ............................
Country Cousin .....................................$64,500
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Class Century ........................................$18,500
He’s A Conniver .......................................$3,600
Tifone ......................................................$2,500
...........................................................
Culture Vulture .................
Private Attack ........................................$63,000
Well Fashioned ......................................$42,600
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Sunshine Numbers ...............................$30,000
Gustavian ................................................$9,800
Royale ............................................................$0
...........................................................

 ........................... Jack Lock
Country Cousin .....................................$64,500
Lake Placid ............................................$54,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Class Century ........................................$18,500
Ptarmigan ...............................................$4,100
Patriot’s Path ..................................................$0
...........................................................

 ...............
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Opera Heroine .......................................$58,200
Church Service ......................................$15,000
Determind Stand .....................................$2,200
You And I ................................................$2,000
Artic Cry ..................................................$1,000
...........................................................

Double C Racing ...............
Decoy Daddy .......................................$100,100
Royal Rossi ...........................................$43,800
Northern Bay .........................................$16,200
Miss Crown .............................................$7,200
Meshwaar ......................................................$0
Patriot’s Path ..................................................$0
...........................................................

.......................
Tax Ruling .............................................$93,500
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Wild For Gold ........................................$18,000
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Easy Reach .............................................$9,000
Patriot’s Path ..................................................$0
...........................................................

 ................................
Private Attack ........................................$63,000
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Sweet Shani ..........................................$34,000
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Za Za Zu .........................................................$0
Twill Do ..........................................................$0
...........................................................

 ...Mary Beth Martin
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Nationbuilder ........................................$28,500
Class Century ........................................$18,500
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Red Letter Day ........................................$2,250
...........................................................

 ................
Bon Caddo ............................................$67,200
Slip Away ..............................................$31,500
Sunshine Numbers ...............................$30,000
Cornhusker ...........................................$18,200
Peace Fire .............................................$15,130
Farah T Salute .........................................$1,000
...........................................................
Revelry ................................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Mr. Hot Stuff .........................................$35,000
Nationbuilder ........................................$28,500
Mischief ................................................$22,700
Ptarmigan ...............................................$4,100
Excentrikbydesign ..........................................$0
...........................................................

 ............
All Together ...........................................$72,000
One Giant Step ......................................$30,200
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Delta Park .............................................$18,750
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
Hi Flyin Indy ............................................$5,250
...........................................................
Brews Crew .......................
All Together ...........................................$72,000
Music To My Ears..................................$26,000
Fog Island .............................................$23,620
Good Request .......................................$23,000
Pensy ....................................................$11,750
John Wyatt ..............................................$2,600
...........................................................

Tod Marks

http://www.precisebuildings.com
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TIMES EDITORIAL

Staking a claim
never meant so much

Musings from Saratoga . . . 
Just when you think you’ve seen it all . . . Mabou 

wins the Turf Writers. Cool story, I guess, unless you’re 
Ken Ramsey or Tom Voss. It was the most watched, 
talked-about jump race I’ve seen at Saratoga (well, at 
least, since I fell off Roberto’s Grace at the finish line). 
John Gunther, breeder of Stay Thirsty, picked Mabou 
because I told him Dynaformer was the best steeple-
chase sire in the world. Easy game. 

Out Of The Ghetto and into steeplechasing . . . Gun-
ther campaigned Out Of The Ghetto, a 4-year-old son 
of Empire Maker, at Saratoga. We talked every morn-
ing and we agreed that he should be a jumper. Gunther 
wanted to run him one more time, which he did. He 
finished third, completing a $2,200 triple (which I had) 
and he was in Doug Fout’s barn by the end of the meet. 
Easy game. 

Finally . . . I watched El Crespo for two years, wait-
ing and waiting for the Grade III winner to come our 
way. Finally, the son of A.P. Indy lost 19 in a row, 
enough to be sold. He was in Jack Fisher’s barn before 
the meet was over. 

Morning to afternoon . . . there’s nothing like watch-
ing the jump jockeys ride in the morning; still as lake 
water. In the afternoon, they seem to turn on the motor 
boat and out come knees, elbows, wrists, even feet. Sit 
still, boys.

If I could control time . . . I’d have four weeks be-
tween the Smithwick and Turf Writers.  

So many miles to go before we rest . . . steeplechas-
ing improved this summer at Saratoga. There was 
more presence, more participation, more pizzazz. Still, 
we have work to do. It’s the little things that we can 
control that we have to control; late scratches, starting 
a race early, stabling, quality of the fields. Not blam-
ing anyone, but let’s work on it now, we’ve got 10 1/2 
months. 

And then all hell breaks loose . . . watching a jump 
race is like watching figure skating. It’s mesmerizing, 
fascinating, exciting and you spend the whole time 
hoping it doesn’t fall apart in one bad jump. The Turf 
Writers was a beautiful race to watch, until it wasn’t. 
Brian Crowley forced his way through on the inside, a 
chain reaction ensued on the turn, then another horse 
fell at the last. Suddenly, it wasn’t. 

Like riding a bicycle . . . Arch Kingsley, I don’t know 
how you do it but you did it.

Spa Talk
Tod Marks

Drawing Away Stable and David Jacobson 
claimed Mabou, won the Turf Writers, turned 
back time, jolted traditionalists.

That last one might be the most important 
development from the season’s strangest mo-
ment. With the stroke of a pen, Jacobson and 
his owners shook some heretofore unshakable 
tenets. 

You can’t claim a Grade I winner. You 
can’t win at Saratoga without visiting the 
Oklahoma infield’s schooling fences the week 
of the race. You can’t meet your jockey for 
the first time in the paddock and hope to 
compete. You can’t get your photo taken 
after a Saratoga steeplechase in anything but 
Hermes and Brooks Brothers. You can’t . . . 
you can’t . . . you can’t.

Oh yes you can. This is horse racing, a 
sport where pretty much anything can happen 
and just did.

We think it’s refreshing. 
Steeplechasing needs new players and dif-

ferent winners. New thinking can’t hurt either 
and if Mabou makes another flat owner/train-
er think about taking a flier on jump racing, 
so be it. The sport will be better for it, even 
if the price is some frustration on the parts of 
owner Ken Ramsey and trainer Tom Voss.

The crazy thing is, Mabou could have been 
McDynamo. They’re both by Dynaformer. 
They’re both Keeneland sales graduates who 

of following his millionaire relation to stee-
plechasing, Moran lost Mabou to a $50,000 
claim the first time he ran and the horse won 
four times on the flat for Bean Counter Stable 
and trainer Tim Ritchey. Then, Ramsey ap-
plied his acquire-now-sort-out-later strategy 
to his steeplechase stable and wound up with 
Mabou as a 5-year-old prospect for $20,000 
in 2008. He won five of his first nine jump 
starts, most in front-running fashion in claim-
ing and starter company including a laugher 
at Radnor in May.

Enter Jacobson, who stepped in and turned 
the whole thing upside down. 

Forcing people to rewind back to Oscar 
Barrera, Bobby Frankel and Jacobson’s father 
Buddy, the steeplechase horse was suddenly in 
a flat barn. 

from Jonathan Sheppard at Saratoga in 1977 
and won a jump race with him eight days 
later. Frankel did it early in his career in New 
York. Jacobson (the elder) won major jump 
races with Lake Delaware, after claiming him.

In a claiming world, which flat racing 
is, the moves make sense. Capitalize on an 
opportunity, do something different and see 
what happens. The horses already knew how 
to jump, Voss already did the hard work, 
there’s a race right back in a few weeks. If it 
doesn’t work, you can always return to the 
flat with your new horse. 

Now, Drawing Away and Jacobson say 
they’re headed to Far Hills with Mabou. 

See you there.

The Last Fence... Editorial, Opinion, Comments & Columns

Saratoga thoughts and ramblings as season ends

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy

See INSIDE page 30 
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WEST VIRGINIA BREEDERS CLASSICS®
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25 Yearsof  Racing Tradition&Breeding Excellence      

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. www.wvbc.com

th

Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
& Eight Breeders Classics Races

Post Time 7:15

TV Coverage on Fox Sports, HRTV, TVG & Comcast Mid-Atlantic (10:30–11p.m.)
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A 12-month process . . . the spring condition book 
needs to be tweaked to bolster Saratoga. Don’t rob or 
downplay the race meets, they are equally important 
as the major tracks, but we can’t card filly and mare 
stakes at Iroquois and Fair Hill (two weeks apart) and 
expect them to get to Saratoga. The novice stakes at 
Belmont hurt the horse inventory for Saratoga.

Brothers in arms . . . flat people are interested in 
steeplechasing. All day, every day, flat owners, trainers 
and jockeys ask about steeplechasing. Do they jump 
every day? How far do they train? How long does it 
take to train one to jump? Do you think this one will 
work? What makes a good one? We still don’t get our 
message out well enough.

A smile says it all . . . Willie Dowling might be the 
friendliest guy in the game. He got his first Saratoga 
win on Opera Heroine late in the meet. 

They are out there . . . random fans who love Sara-
toga love steeplechasing. They walk up in the middle 
of the afternoon, introduce themselves, and talk about 
Hokan, Happy Intellectual, Warm Spell and yes, Ro-
berto’s Grace. They love the horses. It’s always the 
horses. 

Spanning the globe . . . international recruitment 
is a must. Dirar proved yet again that it’s a doable 
proposition. I’m an American, I don’t want them to 
take our money, but we need the participation and ex-
posure. 

Everything has its cost . . . many of the little guys 
have complained about what it cost to get to Saratoga. 
The expenses of racing at Saratoga (steeplechasing, for 
that matter) is still the nut that needs to be cracked. 

The good old days . . . I still miss seeing two barns 
of jump trainers at the Annex. 

The Chief . . . in the middle of a golf-cart ride with 
Hall of Fame flat trainer, Allen Jerkens, he says, “That 
4-year-old is a nice horse.” I’m thinking, ‘what 4-year-
old, what race?’ I nod and agree, he keeps talking, tells 

me about how he moves, how he’s still a little unset-
tled but when he grows up, jogs the hills in Aiken . . . 
he was talking about the best 4-year-old in the game, 
Demonstrative. 

The changes are a coming . . . the paddocks and 
jogging ring at the Annex could turn into new barns 
somewhere down the line.

Come on in, coffee’s brewing . . . free coffee at the 
Morning Line Kitchen every Thursday was the sim-
plest – and maybe the best thing – the NSA has done 
in Saratoga since the golf tournament.

On the road again . . . no shipper won at the meet. 

Inside –

“Brilliant writing and editing, superb ledes on every page, from 
the cover story to the obits. Witty, pithy and sophisticated – 
goes way beyond ‘who won what where’. Design, text, covers, 
photography, paper stock all support the editorial mission. 
Offers an intimate, insider’s view of the world it covers that’s 
unmatched in its division, perhaps in the industry.”

– American Horse Publications
Editorial Contest Judges

Reach Key Decision Makers
A recent survey pointed out the power of our readership, including these key facts:

 eventing, polo and horse shows. 

Get Involved with ST!
Advertise in !e Steeplechase Times, 

!e Saratoga Special & the ST Publishing Web Site. 

We deliver potential customers & !t all budgets.

Call (410) 392-5867 to learn more
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Tattersalls,  Tel:  +44 1638 665931, sales@tattersalls.com,  www.tattersalls.com
North America: Lincoln Collins, Tel: +1 859-846-4376, Fax: +1 859-846-4368, Mob: +1 859 339 3301, www.tattersalls.com

Tattersalls Autumn
Horses in Training Sale

October 24 - 27
The World’s Largest Horses in Training Sale

Tattersalls recent USA
N.H. winners include:

DEMONSTRATIVE, (above) 
Champion 3-year-old hurdler of 2010 purchased in 2010 by Hyphen Bloodstock for 25,000 gns.

Novice stakes winner in 2011. Four wins, three seconds in nine U.S. jump starts. 
CORNHUSKER: Maiden hurdle winner in 2011 purchased in 2010 by Hyphen Bloodstock for 30,000 gns. 
ROMAN GLORY: Maiden hurdle winner in 2011 purchased in 2010 by Hyphen Bloodstock for 30,000 gns. 

Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sale
October 24 - 27

The World’s Largest Horses in Training Sale

http://www.tattersalls.com
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