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here&there... in Steeplechasing

Take A Number
43,500: Dollars raised for Stroud Water Research, Quest Therapeutic 
Services and New Bolton Center by the 2011 Willowdale Steeplechase.

26,000: Guineas paid for Gawaarib, a son of Anabaa, by American own-
er Jacqueline Ohrstrom and trainer Richard Valentine (via Hyphen Blood-
stock) at the 2011 Tattersalls July Sale. Last year, the same connections 
spent 25,000 to buy budding star Demonstrative at the sale.

Big Shoes
Dogwood Stable recently named a 2-year-old colt after longtime stee-

plechase enthusiast and leader Austin Brown. Recipient of the F. Ambrose 
Clark Award in 2007 for service to the industry, Brown was a successful 
amateur jockey and longtime racing official in addition to years spent as the 
chairman of the Carolina Cup Racing Association and leader of the National 
Steeplechase Museum. The former NSA board member, who lives in Hilton 
Head, S.C., also had a lengthy career in management at Delaware Park 
racetrack. Recently purchased at the OBS June Sale, Brown’s namesake 
is by Kentucky Derby winner Fusaichi Pegasus and will be trained by Todd 
Pletcher. 

Worth Repeating
“Good staff pick.”

Trainer Julie Gomena to ST’s Joe Clancy, 
who correctly selected Country Cousin to win the Zeke Ferguson

“If they are a clan, we are a cult.”
Gregg Ryan, explaining the Sunny Bank mystique

“I know how this goes, you can have a couple good days and then fall off 
the face of the earth.”

Jockey Jacob Roberts, whose summer included three early wins

“After he won his first race, he jumped over the wall out of the winner’s 
circle. I thought I might have to send him to (Jonathan) Sheppard because 
his future might be as a jumper, but he’s calmed down some since then.”

Trainer Larry Bates, about Calder stakes winner Black Diamond Cat

“After 15 months, I’m ready for school to start.”
Handicapper Dean Keppler, on life at his house with a baby

“Now I know how some of these jump jocks feel.”
Writer Vinnie Perrone after a softball collision 

left him with broken ribs and collarbone

“It’s sinking in.”
Belmont Stakes winning trainer Kelly Breen, 

a week after the winning the Belmont

“I was already in bed, I guess I should be staying up until the USA markets 
close.”

British bloodstock agent Matt Coleman after missing a late-night call

“I haven’t won a race that easily of that calibre in a long, long time. Not 
since the Meadowlands on Preemptive Strike, who was a totally different 
type, but the same type, just class.”

Jockey Robbie Walsh after winning
 the William Entenmann on Demonstrative

Baby Picture
Former champion Guelph bonds with 
her new foal, a daughter of Outflanker.

Open 11:00am ~ midnight  
Closed Tuesday

1383 North Chatham Road 
 West Marlborough, Pennsylvania 19320

610.383.0600
t h e w h i p t a ve r n . c o m

AUTHENTIC 
BRITISH

{by a furlong}

AUTHENTIC 
BRITISH

{by a furlong}

pat io  open

For award winning classic  

pub fare and American nosh  

since 2005, The Whip has been  

strong out of the gate.  We’re  

ranked “very good to excellent”  

by Zagat, voted Best English  

Pub in Philadelphia Magazine  

and Best Tavern / British Fare  

in Delaware Today.   

Our Sticky Toffee Pudding  

earned MainLine Today’s Best  

House Made Dessert.   

Savour our evolving selection  

of beers, ales and 

odds-on favourites.

Best English Pub

Lydia Williams

http://www.thewhiptavern.com/home.html
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. The steady beat of jump racing at Mid-Atlantic racetracks has halted. The jumpers went to Phila-
delphia, Penn National, Colonial and Belmont Park with quality performances at every stop. Next, it’s the New York State 
Thruway and Saratoga. Ready? The horses are. ST will be there too, cranking out The Saratoga Special through the sum-
mer while shifting gears to a steady diet of flat racing – with some jumping mixed in – through Labor Day. Enjoy the ride.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PageS 18-19

Hot, Hot, Hot
Once a Kentucky Derby horse, Mr. Hot Stuff might be the top first-year horse of 
the year as he went to Penn National and won for the second time over hurdles for 
trainer Jack Fisher and owner Gill Johnston.

PageS 6-8

Spa Days
Steeplechasing gets an expanded menu at Saratoga – where Country Cousin and 
Decoy Daddy get to renew their rivalry. We give you some horses to think about and 
some dates for your planner.

PageS 10-12

Breakthrough
Demonstrative may have quashed the 3-year-old jinx with his second victory at 
4, this time in the inaugural Bill Entenmann Stakes, a tough novice at Belmont 
Park. Trainer Richard Valentine’s charge took down All Together, Complete Zen Lake 
Placid and others for his fourth career score.

PageS 14-17

Road Trip 
Country Cousin needed a work so trainer Julie Gomena put him on the van and went 
to Colonial Downs to use the turf course. They went back a week later and got the 
money – winning the $50,000 Zeke Ferguson Stakes.

PageS 22-23

House Calls
Dr. Wheat got up in the final stride to win a maiden hurdle at Parx Racing while Lake 
Placid proved he’s more than just a good claim with an optional claiming win for 
trainer Ricky Hendriks and owner Debbie Kachel.
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View all our fine properties at 
w w w . T h e C o u n t r y P r o p e r t i e s . c o m

Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 
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Preserving 
A Country 
WAy of Life

Since 1976

WeST BRAdfORd TOWnSHiP
ideal location with country setting &
convenience in commuting. Sweeping

land can be purchased as 56 acres
or parcels of 11, 15 or 28 acres.

Call for Pricing

eAST nAnTMeAL TOWnSHiP
Quiet and serene hilltop location of

10+/- acres with winding lane through 
woods & long views over french Creek

$449,500

AndReWS BRidGe
Classic location in country setting. Two 

adjacent parcels of 182 acres and 96 acres 
with long views over Octorara Creek.

Call for Pricing

neW GARden TOWnSHiP
Magnificently restored 100 year old  

3BR farm house on 7.5 acres.
four stall barn & lovely landscaping.  
Property includes new solar system.

$799,000

POCOPSOn TOWnSHiP
Hidden country oasis with incredible 
views over the Brandywine Valley. 

64+ acres with preliminary 5 lot approval 
and 14 stall barn & apartment 

$4,500,000

WeST BRAdfORd TOWnSHiP
33.5 acre parcel with lovely high land 

adjacent to hundreds of conserved 
acreage and the Brandywine River.
Perfect for the horse enthusiast!

$595,000

http://thecountryproperties.com/
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ABBA VET SUPPLY offers you 
a broad range of the industry’s 

most advanced and proven healthcare 
products for the performance horse.

For fast service and quick delivery:
	 •	Call	to	place	your	order	today
  1-717-838-8041.

	 •	Fax	orders	to
  1-717-838-8042.

Order online anytime at 
www.abbavetsupply.com

***Low Prices & Monthly Specials***

Visit	our	on-line	“Care	Guide”	for	
expert	healthcare	advice	focused	on	key	

performance horse healthcare challenges.

We Educate You to the Finish Line

One is Irish, chestnut and full of 
pace. The other is American, dark bay 
and a stretch-running demon.

Together, they hold two of the top 
spots among Saratoga-bound steeple-
chasers this year. Decoy Daddy and 
Country Cousin speed north with the 
rest of Thoroughbred racing and aim 
for the $75,000 A.P. Smithwick Memo-
rial Aug. 4 and $100,000 New York 
Turf Writers Cup Aug. 25. The two 
stakes are the Whitney and Woodward 
of the steeplechase division and have 
been won by some of the sport’s greats.

Country Cousin and Decoy Daddy 
have a long way to go, but fill big roles 
for Saratoga 2011 as the most consis-
tent stakes horses of the season. Sara-
toga offers a chance to leap into the 
championship picture. Of course they 
have company from last year’s Eclipse 
Award winner Slip Away, 2010 Smith-
wick winner Divine Fortune, former 
novice champion Left Unsaid and oth-
ers. They all get a break as spring star 
Tax Ruling will skip the Spa in favor of 
Grade I starts in the fall. 

Saratoga is about speed and the dou-
ble-consanant boys bring it.

They met for the first time in March, 
at Aiken in the $45,000 Budweiser Im-
perial Cup. Back then, they were just 
part of the story – joining former cham-
pion Mixed Up and two others in the 
field for a restricted stakes. Country 
Cousin put his winter work in Aiken to 
good use, outkicking Decoy Daddy in 
the final stages to win by 1 3/4 lengths.

Representing the circuit’s top owner 
Irv Naylor, Decoy Daddy used the run-
ner-up effort as fuel – winning the his-
toric Temple Gwathmey at Middleburg 
April 23. The Irish import enjoyed the 
soft turf and blasted a good field that 
day, looking like a championship con-
tender with more upside than a Sunday 

morning.
In May, Country Cousin and Decoy 

Daddy met again – showing up in Nash-
ville for the $75,000 Marcellus Frost. 
The 2-mile stakes received a purse up-
grade this year and lived up to it as De-
coy Daddy outdueled Left Unsaid by a 
length with Country Cousin third. With 
a long uphill climb over the final 6 fur-
longs, the Frost rides longer than its 2 
miles and provides a rare test of speed, 
stamina and steadfast determination.

Trained by Tom Foley, Decoy Daddy 
aced it.

“He’s a tough horse, he doesn’t let 
horses get past him too easy,” said 
jockey Darren Nagle afterward. “It’s an 
honor to ride a little horse like him who 
gives you everything. He’s unbelievable, 
so much heart, so tough.”

The 9-year-old son of Lord Of Ap-
peal came to the United States last fall 
and has done little wrong – winning 
three of five – after an Irish career that 
included six wins for trainer Tony Mul-
lins and owner Paddy Kehoe. 

Though third in the Frost, Country 
Cousin was far from disgraced. The 
8-year-old wound up inside and crowd-
ed for much of the way, didn’t appreci-
ate it and didn’t quicken late. 

“I settled him down on the inside, 
got him blinded at a few fences and he 
didn’t run as well as he can,” said jock-
ey Carl Rafter. “He’s at a slight disad-
vantage around the bigger courses like 
Nashville; at sharper tracks he can use 
his speed to his advantage. He’s a small 
horse, but that might help at a place like 
Saratoga.”

Racing for Oakwood Stable and 
trainer Julie Gomena, Country Cousin 
tuned up for Saratoga by thumping five 
others in the Zeke Ferguson at Colonial 
Downs June 26. He passed two horses 
in the stretch and won by a length. 

Double Team
Decoy Daddy, Country Cousin
take stakes rivalry to Saratoga

BY joE ClaNCY

Tod Marks
Decoy Daddy (left) and Country Cousin form a tough combination in the Saratoga stakes division.

See saratoga page 8 

http://www.abbavetsupply.com/
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Slip Away
Champ is 0-for-6 at Saratoga.

Left Unsaid
Course winner rounding into best form.

Demonstrative
Always been good, new level at Belmont.

Cornhusker
Primed and primped for allowance try.

One Giant Step
Loved Belmont effort, will improve further.

Country Cousin 
Should love Smithwick distance and set-up.

Decoy Daddy
Done little wrong in American career.

Mr. Hot Stuff
Serious engine, still raw, seasoning question.

All Together
Tough and steady, still a novice, still dangerous.

Divine Fortune
Fresh, loves course, Sheppard at controls.

Sweet Shani
“Might make it for second one,” says Sheppard.

Straight To It
Improved since switching to flat track.

Wild For Gold
Highly regarded in barn, awesome at Penn.

Dynaski
So good, so fragile.

Roman Glory
British import could still be on upgrade.

Italian Wedding 
Another novice with experience on his side.

Miss Crown
Returned with sharp effort at Fair Hill.

Parker’s Project
Don’t let Sheppard sneak him past you.

Mabou
Frontrunner finds life easier at sharp hunt meets.

Nationbuilder
Decent in Iroquois, yet to win in open company.

History Boy
Talented, broke maiden in fall, missed spring.

Lake Placid
Nice claim, reality check at Belmont.

Dr. Wheat
Finally got the ground he wanted at Parx.

Organisateur
Four-time winner in UK, novice-eligible.

Baltic Shore
Another one who could be on the upward curve.

Air Maggy 
Not that far out of it at Penn.

Staying On 
Talented Irish-bred second in debut at Penn.

Well Fashioned
Beat the boys, purchased by Bryant and Fout.

Be Certain
Blast from the past.

Ground Frost
Same program as Be Certain.

Call You In Ten
Yet to recapture his form from last year.

Ballet Boy
What happened at Belmont? 

Port Morsbey
Long-striding horse might grapple with speed.

Here Comes Art
Returns off long layoff for crafty barn.

Class Century
Dull since breaking maiden at Camden.

Upper Gulch
Another Voss/Fox Ridge Saratoga winner?

Raven’s Choice
Won debut, needed the seasoning in next.

Fog Island
Awesome at Nashville, awful at Penn.

Slaney Rock
Hanging in there when falling at Belmont.

Gustavian
Maiden with upside, aiming at Open House.

Easy Red 
Veteran came to life at Spa last year.

Saluda Sam
Beaten when losing rider at Penn.

Percussionist
Grade I winner might get class relief.

Lonesome Nun 
Tough mare with Slater now, always right there.

Union Army
Maiden ran well against Mr. Hot Stuff.

Peace Fire
Steadiest maiden in the game.

Spy In The Sky 
Tough season for former Turf Writers winner.

Worried Man
Another who hasn’t won yet but often close.

Brave Prospect
Fisher not afraid to aim big with maidens.

Easy Reach
Another in Fisher’s maiden brigade.

Dubai Sunday
Claimer capable on best.

Call Me Sonny 
Won two in a row against cheaper.

Cuse
Enjoyed good spring, tough sledding here.

Hope For Us All
Former 3-year-old champ been away.

Opera Heroine
Beautiful mare who hasn’t closed out races.

Deputy Empress 
Nothing since breaking maiden in her debut.

Golden Slammer
Purchased by Todd McKenna, new world here.

El Viaje
Showed talent, been away long time.

Armstrong Mill
Decent effort at Parx, still a maiden, consider.

Farah T. Salute
Veteran failed to threaten this spring.

Chestermite
Claimer will find water deep at Spa.

Maya Charli
Fisher will keep her ticking to fill a race.

Southwest
Maiden with good flat form.

Owl
Filly tries to stake claim at Open House.

 Saratoga Steeplechase Roster

ST went to the well in search of Saratoga steeplechase starters and found some. Put 
these on your list of horses to follow. 

The season is divided into four categories: open stakes, novice stakes, filly/mare 
stakes and optional claimers, but the list includes everybody – loosely ranked (with 
comment) by ST’s Sean Clancy. 

Take a look at the entries for the Saratoga Open House for more details and some 
final qualifiers from the maiden ranks.

http://www.embracetherace.com/
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Charles C. Fenwick Jr., Alexandra Hundt, Beasie Patterson, Laura T. Shull, Adair B. Stifel, 
Susan Strittmatter, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, Regina Welsh

400 Fair Hill Drive, Elkton, MD  21921  •  Phone: (410) 392-0700  •  www.nsfdn.org

Sam Slater
President

Sarah Jeffords
Vice President

Gail B. Thayer
Secretary/Treasurer

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

By The Numbers

Thank you 
to our contributors.

65,000
Dollars spent each year on drug testing 

procedures at ALL NSA race meets.
Total now at $500,000.

28,000
Dollars spent each year 

on race course safety inspections.
Total now at $226,000.

7,500
Dollars spent to  purchase 100 Pro-Cush 
whips for licensed jockeys as part of the 
NSA’s move to cushioned riding crops. 
The NSA was the first North American 

racing jurisdiction to adopt such a policy.

17,500
Dollars contributed each year to purses 

for amateur highweight timber races.
Total now at $230,000.

53,000
Dollars spent  to purchase 50 pairs 

of safety wings for use in NSA races.

91,000
Dollars contributed to steeplechase-connected 

organizations and foundation partners including 
the Amateur Riders Club of America, 

the National Museum of Racing, 
the Wesley Foundation in Saratoga, etc.

2011 Saratoga Steeplechase Calendar
Sunday, july 17
Saratoga Open House racing at Saratoga 
Race Course.

Thursday, july 28
$70,000 Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes.
Evening cocktail reception at the home 
of Mimi and Tom Voss.

Thursday, aug. 4
$75,000 A. P. Smithwick Stakes (Gr. 2).
$53,000 SOTA/Firestone Tire, opt. clm.
Toast Sonny Via’s special birthday at 
the Reading Room after the races.

Thursday, aug. 11
$70,000 Mrs. Ogden Phipps Filly/Mare 
Stakes.
Special Hall of Fame tour at the National 
Museum of Racing.
Evening cocktail reception at the home 
of Beverly Steinman.

Thursday, aug. 18
$70,000 M. G. Walsh Novice Stakes.
$53,000 NSA/J.P. Morgan, optional clm.
Evening cocktail reception at the home 
of Guy Torsilieri.

Thursday, aug. 25
$100,000 N.Y. Turf Writers Cup (Gr. 1).

Thursday, Sept. 1
$70,000 Mrs. Walter Jeffords Filly/
Mare Stakes.
$53,000 Ninepins, optional claiming.
Evening cocktail reception at the home 
of Edward Swyer.

Every Steeplechase Day
Coffee at the Morning Line Kitchen 
in the stable area, courtesy of the National 
Steeplechase Association.
Salute the winners at the Paddock Bar 
after the day’s featured flat race.

other Events
Tuesday, Aug. 16: Steeplechase golf 
outing at Saratoga Golf and Polo Club.

For more details, call the 
National Steeplechase Association 

at (410) 392-0700 or see
www.nationalsteeplechase.com

Country Cousin streaks 
into Saratoga with wins in 
five of his last eight starts 
– zooming from maiden to 
multiple stakes winner in 19 
months. Bred and raced on 
the flat by Bill Backer, the 
son of Lear Fan won twice 
in a flat career with trainers 
Hamilton Smith and Speedy 
Smithwick before selling as a 
jump prospect.

“He’s a brilliant ride, 
doesn’t pull, jumps great, a 
smashing little horse,” said 
Rafter. “He might have a bit 
more speed than Decoy Dad-
dy, but Decoy Daddy likes 
a stiffer track and might be 
better at a distance. They’re 
pretty close.”

• Slip Away won the Eclipse Award 
as champion steeplechaser in 2010, but 
is searching for his first win of 2011 
(and the first Saratoga win of his ca-
reer). The 8-year-old was third in the 
Smithwick last season, beaten less than 
a length, for trainer Tom Voss and was 
second in the Iroquois (his only run of 
2011). Tax Ruling won that battle as 
Slip Away weakened slightly in the final 
stages.

Voss also aims Left Unsaid, Be Cer-
tain and Dynaski for Saratoga stakes. 
All are talented, but fragile.

• As usual, the secondary races at 
Saratoga overflow with talent. Discus-
sion starts with last year’s 3-year-old 
champion Demonstrative, a recent win-
ner at Belmont Park for Jacqueline Ohr-
strom and trainer Richard Valentine. A 
four-time winner, Demonstrative fits the 
novice conditions of the Jonathan Kiser 
July 28 and the Mickey Walsh Aug. 18. 

Other novice players thinking about 
Saratoga include 2010 novice champion 
All Together, Straight To It and One Gi-
ant Step. 

Optional claimers fit a variety of 
runners including 2011 maiden winners 
Cornhusker, Roman Glory, Wild For 
Gold, Dr. Wheat, Raven’s Choice, Ma-
bou, Lake Placid and others. 

New this year, two stakes for fillies/
mares entice the distaff set. Nashville 
stakes winner Sweet Shani leads the di-
vision, but could get company from vet-
erans Miss Crown and Lonesome Nun 
and recent maiden winner Well Fash-
ioned. Stakes winners Ptarmigan and 
Green Velvet are on the sidelines.

NOTES: Danielle Hodsdon, a fixture 
at Saratoga as a jump jockey and Jona-
than Sheppard’s assistant, was injured 
in a schooling accident Monday, July 
11 and will likely miss Saratoga . . . Ap-
prentice jockey Gus Dahl, who has two 
wins this year, sustained a broken leg in 
a schooling accident in July.

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Champion Slip Away aims for major stakes at Saratoga.
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Brilliant writing and editing, superb ledes on every 
page, from the cover story to the obits. Witty, pithy 
and sophisticated – goes way beyond ‘who won what 
where’. Design, text, covers, photography, paper stock 
all support the editorial mission. offers an intimate, 

insider’s view of the world it covers that’s unmatched in its divi-
sion, perhaps in the industry.”

– American Horse Publications
Editorial Contest Judges re Steeplechase Times

Capitalize on excellence. Advertise.

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young  ......................... 61  16  14  6  $319,400 .27
Richard Boucher  ................... 25  8  5  3  153,550 .32
Brian Crowley  ........................ 35  7  4  3  119,200 .20
Jacob Roberts  ....................... 25  7  3  5  99,550 .28
Robbie Walsh  ........................ 33  6  6  2  146,550 .18
Bernie Dalton  ........................ 25  5  4  4  90,000 .20
Willie Dowling  ....................... 27  4  5  1  99,150 .15
Darren Nagle  ......................... 28  4  4  0  213,925 .14
Danielle Hodsdon  .................. 35  4  3  8  125,900 .11
Xavier Aizpuru  ....................... 41  3  8  8  110,050 .07

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Tom Voss  .............................. 47  10  8  6  $227,050 .21
Richard Valentine  .................. 25  7  6  1  129,000 .28
Lilith Boucher  ........................ 26  7  5  4  133,650 .27
Ricky Hendriks  ...................... 19  6  3  1  72,350 .32
Jonathan Sheppard  ............... 43  5  3  8  174,100 .12
Jack Fisher  ............................ 55  4  14  8  170,800 .07
Neil Morris  ............................ 21  3  3  6  42,350 .14
Tom Foley .............................. 13  3  3  1  111,550 .23
Alicia Murphy  ........................ 16  3  1  3  89,900 .19
Janet Elliot  ............................ 15  3  1  0  48,850 .20

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Irv Naylor  .............................. 48  6  7  4  $247,975 .13
Mede Cahaba Stable ............... 13 4  4  2  106,450 .31
Merriefield Farm  ...................... 7  3  0  0  78,950 .43
Oakwood Stable  ...................... 3  2  0  1  64,500 .67
Sportsmans Hall  ..................... 3  2  0  0  63,000 .67
Mary Ann Houghland  .............. 5  1  0  2  59,300 .20
Jacqueline Ohrstrom  ............... 7  2  2  1  59,000 .29
Debie Kachel  ......................... 13  4  3  0  58,900 .31
Ken and Sarah Ramsey  ........... 3  2  1  0  57,000 .67
Gill Johnston  ......................... 15  3  2  1  53,100 .20

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Tax Ruling  ............................... 2  1  0  0  $93,500 .50
Decoy Daddy (Ire)  ................... 3  2  1  0  84,100 .67
Complete Zen  .......................... 4  2  1  0  71,000 .50
Bon Caddo  .............................. 3  2  0  0  67,200 .67
Country Cousin  ....................... 3  2  0  1  64,500 .67
Private Attack  .......................... 2  2  0  0  63,000 1.00
Demonstrative  ......................... 4  2  1 1  54,500 .50
Lake Placid  .............................. 6  3  0  1  45,000 .50
Mr. Hot Stuff  ........................... 4  2  0  0  35,000 .50
Won Wild Bird  ......................... 4  2  0  0  33,000 .50

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH JULY 16

Trainer Dot Smithwick, 82
Veteran steeplechase trainer Dorothy 

“Dot” Smithwick died at her Middle-
burg, Va. farm June 16. She was 82. 
Smithwick campaigned horses on the 
NSA and Virginia Point-to-Point cir-
cuits for decades. She owned Sunny 
Bank Farm, 1,650 acres that sit adja-
cent to Glenwood Park in Loudoun 
County, Va.

Smithwick put 1,076 acres of Sunny 
Bank into easement in 2005. Originally 
a Quaker farm, Sunny Bank has been 
in Smithwick’s family since 1779. It 
remains one of the largest conserved 
farms in Virginia. Smithwick’s family 
began farming in Virginia in 1769.

Sunny Bank employed an open-door 
policy, taking in horses and horsemen 
and providing a haven for steeplechas-
ing and fox hunting. Some stayed for 
a weekend, others stayed a lifetime. 
Alumni include leading amateur jock-
ey Gregg Ryan, stakes-winning trainer 
Julie Gomena, Maryland Hunt Cup-
winning jockey Joe Davies, Smithwick’s 
sons Speedy and Roger and countless 
young horsemen who benefited from 
the opportunity. 

Smithwick was heavily involved in 
the Piedmont Environment Council and 
the Goose Creek Association.

A member of the Virginia Steeple-
chase Hall of Fame, Smithwick won 
two races this spring with Indian Run 
Farm’s Swimming River, winning at her 
local meet, the Middleburg Spring Rac-
es and the Virginia Gold Cup. Career 
highlights include winning the Penn-
sylvania Hunt Cup with Dr. Ramsey 
and multiple races with Rockaround, 
Quixotic, Double Found, Topeador and 
Double Redouble.

Daughter of Dorothy Kepler and 
Samuel Hamilton Rogers Fred, Smith-
wick graduated from Vassar College in 
1950. Married to the late Hall of Fame 
trainer Mikey Smithwick, she is survived 
by sons, D.M. “Speedy” Smithwick Jr. 
and Roger Smithwick and granddaugh-
ters Kathy and Patricia Smithwick.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the American Steeplechase 
Injured Jockey’s Fund (P.O. Box 270, 
Northville, NY 12134) or the Goose 
Creek Foundation (P.O. Box 1178, 
Middleburg, VA 20118).

Owner Edgar Cato, 86
Steeplechase owner and former NSA 

board member Edgar Cato died June 21 
at his home in Aiken, S.C.

Cato campaigned racehorses under 
his Brigadoon Stable banner including 
stakes winners Erin Go Bragh, Gliding, 
Isla Mujeres, Barzulu and Brown Lad. 

Cato was born in Aiken County, a 
son of the late Wayland Henry and An-
nie Derham Cato Sr. Along with his 
father and brother Wayland Jr., Cato 
founded the women’s clothing store 
chain bearing the family name in 1946.

He was an avid sailor, and spent his 
summers in Newport R.I. where he com-
peted in 12-meter class sailing events. 
Cato was a generous benefactor to the 
College of Charleston sailing program 
and Master of the Flat Branch Fox-
hounds, a private pack. He is survived 
by his wife, Judith Bryan Cato; daugh-
ters Christine Anne Cato and Amanda 
Barnes Bryan; sons, Edgar Thomas 
Cato III and Derham Vail Cato; two 
grandchildren, Clairissa Avyn Cato and 
Keenan Seigler Cato; a brother, Way-
land Henry Cato, Jr.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made to the Hitchcock Woods Founda-
tion, 444 South Boundary Ave. SW, Ai-
ken, SC 29801, and/or the Aiken Thor-
oughbred Racing Hall of Fame, 135 
Dupree Pl SW, Aiken, SC 29801. 

 Obituaries

Douglas Lees
Dot Smithwick (left) presented the Maryland Hunt Cup trophies to Liz and Stewart Strawbridge 
and Sanna Hendriks in 2007.

Tod Marks
Owner Edgar Cato after Gliding won the Temple 
Gwathmey in 2007.
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0% Financing on all New 2011 Jaguars*

10260 York Rd., Cockeysville, MD, 410-666-6060

*For well qualified buyers. Available on 60-month term on XF models; 36-month term on XJ and XK models. See dealer for details. Offer expires 6/30/11. 

2011 Land Rover L4

IT’S NOT JUST A CAR, IT’S A FRANKEL
FrankelAuto.com

2011 Jaguar XF

JAGUAR land rover
HUNT VALLEY

FA01-1431_10x6.75.indd   1 5/24/11   4:29 PM

Is the jinx over?
Three-year-old champion Demon-

strative began his 4-year-old season 
with high hopes and a long shadow 
to escape. Most 3-year-old champions 
flop, simple as that. 

Demonstrative seemed different. 
Looked different. And he is different.

Trained by Richard Valentine, De-
monstrative started the year with a de-
cent second at Aiken, then won a tough 
allowance at Foxfield and finished third 
against seasoned novices – including 
last year’s champion All Together – at 
Radnor. 

Not bad; steady and productive, 
learning all the while. Then he kicked 
the jinx to the curb with authority, toy-
ing with eight rivals in the William En-
tenmann Novice Stakes at Belmont Park 
July 3. Jacqueline Ohrstrom’s 4-year-old 
son of Elusive Quality drew off to win 
by 7 lengths over One Giant Step (Dani-
elle Hodsdon) and All Together (Xavier 
Aizpuru). Ridden by Robbie Walsh, 
Demonstrative earned his fourth career 
victory from just seven starts while tak-
ing on a hardened group of novices. 

To put his rise into perspective, when 
All Together broke his maiden at Penn 
National last summer, Demonstra-
tive hadn’t stepped over a stick on the 
ground, he lived across the world in 
England and was toiling in the midst of 
a 1-for-11 flat career with Mark John-
ston. He lost his last four races, finishing 
his British flat career with an 11-length 
drubbing in the More World Cup Betting 
at Totesport.com Handicap at Newcas-
tle. The Racing Post described the effort, 
“Up slightly again in distance, needed 
to be pushed along early and may want 
some headgear to help him concentrate 
during his races now.”

Or a change of venue, trainer and 
career. Since then, Demonstrative has 
gone through the ring at Tattersalls July 
Sale (fetching 25,000 guineas), emigrat-
ed to America, learned to jump, earned 
a championship, spent the winter in Ai-
ken and become the best 4-year-old in 
the country. Two days after the Enten-
mann, Valentine was booked for Tatter-
salls July Sale to try it again. 

“Now, I’ve got to go find another 
one,” he said from the passenger seat of 
the horse van on the way down the New 
Jersey Turn Pike.

Pressure’s on. 
Last year, Demonstrative showed an 

age-defying quality to sit, wait, jump 
and kick in his two wins. But that was 
against 3-year-olds. Stepping up against 
older horses, the learning curve would 
sharpen. Walsh replaced Matt McCar-
ron this spring and was impressed, but 
knew it hadn’t quite gotten there. Until 
Belmont.

“He was very, very professional, he 
traveled, he jumped, he was there when-
ever I wanted, when they travel like that, 
it makes your job easy. He switched 
off better than he has before,” Walsh 
said. “I ended up breaking further back 
than I intended but I wound up exactly 
where I wanted to be, following Xav on 
the most consistent novice this year, I 
ended up in the perfect spot.”

While Slaney Rock and Lake Placid 
sparred on the lead, Walsh tucked De-
monstrative behind All Together on the 

Tod Marks
Demonstrative powers over the last on the way to a novice stakes win at Belmont Park.

Progressive
Three-year-old star Demonstrative
moves up ladder to novice winner

BY SEaN ClaNCY BELMONT PARk
Sunday, July 3

See Belmont page 12 

http://frankelauto.com/
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inside. Relaxed, head down, jumping 
with alacrity, Demonstrative looked like 
the winner the whole way. With a cir-
cuit to go, he crept inside All Together 
and nearly got going too soon.

“He pinged the two so quick and 
landed inside Xav and then landed in-
side Bernie (on Slaney Rock), I had 
to get his head back and once I did, 
he switched off straight away again,” 
Walsh said. 

Turning for home, Slaney Rock hung 
tough as All Together hooked him from 
the inside, Demonstrative sat poised 
and One Giant Step circled wide. Slaney 
Rock fell at the second-last, One Giant 
Step hurdled him on the ground and De-
monstrative set sail. Streaking through 
on the inside, he flew the last and won 
easily. Buffed and polished.

“At Aiken, he switched off great 
early, he jumped a little careful but he 
did a little bit too much too early and 
got tired,” Walsh said. “At Foxfield, he 

didn’t like the track and ran off with me 
for a mile and still won the way he did, 
I was seriously impressed. At Radnor, 
I couldn’t get him covered up and in 
that type of ground he flattened out a 
little. Getting to know him has definite-
ly helped and he’s maturing too. It felt 
every bit as good as it looked. He was 
class from the minute I got on him.”

Valentine thought he was class from 
the time he saw him at Tattersalls. 

“He’s a cool horse. I love the fact that 
they have all that jumping (at Belmont), 
I wish they could do that at Saratoga, 
that’s what kept him in there,” Valen-
tine said. “He warmed up better, class-
ier than in his other races this year, he’s 
just been a little nervous. He came back, 
cooled out and wasn’t that tired. We 
gave him a stiff work the other day and 
I’m glad we did.”

Demonstrative paid $23.60 to win 
and led $169 exacta and $570 trifecta. 

“The boys made money,” Valentine 
said. “I don’t bet.”

Valentine and Hyphen Bloodstock 
made the big bet, putting up 25,000 
guineas at Tattersalls last year.

Belmont –
 Continued from page 10

Belmont Park
Elmont, NY. Sunday, July 3. Turf firm.

$50,000. Novice hurdle stakes. 2-1/4 miles. The William Entenmann. NW before 3/1/10 or NW3.
1. Demonstrative L 144 Walsh 23.60 11.00 5.50
2. One Giant Step L 153 Hodsdon  8.80 5.40
3. All Together L 153 Aizpuru   3.20

Exacta (3-1) $169.00. Trifecta (3-1-2) $570.00. Superfecta (3-1-2-4) $7,971.00
4. Call You In Ten L 153 Murphy
5. Complete Zen L 156 Boucher
6. Lake Placid L 153 Roberts
7. Ballet Boy (Ire) L 153 Crowley
F.  Slaney Rock (Ire) L 150 Dalton
PU. Good Request L 153 Young
Mgn: 7. Time: 4:03-1/5. O: Jacqueline Ohrstrom. T: Richard Valentine. 
B. g. 4, Elusive Quality-Loving Pride, Quiet American.  Bred by Gainsborough Farm LLC (Ky.)

We understand the horse business
When you need insurance to respond quickly, rely on experience, 

rely on people who understand horses, farms, and insurance

Bloodstock Insurance  •  Farm Insurance
Workers’ Compensation  •  General Liability Coverage

We also represent carriers that specialize 
in homeowners’ coverage.

5700 Smith Ave., 
Baltimore, MD 21209

800-547-5501 • 410-542-3300 • www.hoffberger.com

Sam Hoffberger, Bloodstock Manager
Third Generation Horseman
shoffberger@hoffberger.com

Richard Hoffberger, President
Second Generation Horseman
rhoffberger@hoffberger.com

The hoFFBerGer InsuranCe Group

Tod Marks

Saratoga Steeplechase Thursdays

 More races and starter bonuses, too
 Free coffee at the Morning Line Kitchen
 Toast the winners in the Paddock Bar
 Special social events for friends and family
 Plus, the world’s best summertime racing

You’re invited to share the
Saratoga Experience!

For further details and racing schedule, visit:
www.nationalsteeplechase.com
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When horses fly and the steeplechase 
community comes together!

Spend the day, spend the season!

http://www.hornbergerfirearms.com/
http://hoffberger.com/
http://www.nationalsteeplechase.com/
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Experience the best of 
British Jump Racing & Irish Craic !  

Join  jump jockey Robbie Walsh on a unique 10 day trip.

CHELTENHAM INTERNATIONAL - December 2-11, 2011

CHELTENHAM INTERNATIONAL  ~ 
DECEMBER 2-11, 2011
Robbie’s insightful racing knowledge and personal  experi-
ences will make this the most memorable racing trip you’ve 
ever taken!  The International Hurdle is one of the most 
valuable hurdle races of the entire season in Europe. 

Racing and hospitality at Cheltenham’s International  •	
2 day meet & evening bloodstock sale, Sandown Park, 
and Taunton racecourse.
Stay in the heart of British jump racing country at   •	
The Queen’s Arms in East Garston, Lambourn.
Enjoy private tours of trainers’ yards and gallops. •	
Dine at historic country inns with fine food & ales.•	
Day trips to medieval Dunster and Windsor Castle.•	

         Irish born, 3rd 
generation jockey Robbie Walsh 

on Anna Stable’s Music To My Ears, winner of  
this year’s Camden DuBose Cup &  Winterthur 
Open Timber.  Trained by Richard Valentine.

ARLINGTON MILLION ~ AUGUST 12 -15, 2011
3 nights hotel with breakfast, downtown Chicago,  •	
near Rush Street, Chicago’s prime entertainmant area.
Reserved private seating, dining and open bar  at    •	
beautiful Arlington Park on Arlington Million Day.  
All Ground transporation to/from hotel/racetrack.•	

SARATOGA ~  SEPTEMBER 1-5, 2011
4 nights hotel with breakfast.•	
Reserved pavillion seating, dining and open bar for   •	
3 days at historic Saratoga racetrack.
All ground transportation to/from hotel & racetrack.•	

Contact George Wagner  
1-800-368-0872  
for further details,                
options,  and 
reservations.

www. HorseRacingTripsWorldwide.com  1-800-368-0872  
gwagner@horseracingtripsworldwide.com            

To
d 

M
ar

ks
 P

ho
to

http://horseracingtripsworldwide.com/


14  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, July 15, 2011

 

  

Julie Gomena needed to work Country Cousin and was nearly out 
of options. The turf was too firm at home, the dirt at Middleburg 
Training Center isn’t her thing, the neighbor’s gallop doesn’t suit the 
horse.

Then she made a call to the Colonial Downs racing office.
“I didn’t realize that, for stakes-nominated horses only, the turf 

course is open one hour on Sundays to work,” she said. “I called and 
made arrangements and that’s what I did – shipped all the way down 
there just to work. He was great, did a proper work. It was good for 
him physically and mentally.”

Road Work
Travel pays off in stakes triumph
for Country Cousin, trainer Gomena

COLONIAL DOWNS
Sunday, June 26

See ferguson page 16 

Country Cousin (left) takes aim at Your Sum Man 
and Straight To It in the Zeke Ferguson Memorial.

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire

BY joE ClaNCY

http://royalvirginian.com/
http://www.janetsidewater.com/


Friday, July 15, 2011	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  15

Bel Air
424 N. Main St.
410-838-6111

Black Horse
4551 Norrisville Rd.

410-692-2200

Hampstead
607 Hanover Pike

410-374-6066

Hereford
17106 York Rd.
410-329-6558

Red Lion, PA
327 E. Broadway

717-244-4511

Whiteford
2422 Whiteford Rd.

410-452-8177

www.themillofbelair.com

Nourishing Animals 
the                         Way

Feed Deliveries
Currently delivering to Central MD, Southern MD, Upper 

Eastern Shore of MD, Delaware, and Southern PA.

On-Site Equine Nutritionist
Services to provide your horse with optimal nutrition. Farm visits 
are available to analyze your horse’s body type and conditioning 

to further the health and appearance of your horse.
Michelle Jennings • 410-952-4681 • mlsjennings@yahoo.com

On-Site Pasture Management
Available for your convenience, an expert in pasture 

management will come and analyze your pastures to further 
optimal crop and grass growth. 

David Boniface • 443-807-8286 • dboniface@verizon.net
Dennis Berger • 410-688-7565 • dberger89@aol.com

Special Orders
A FREE and convenient way to order the product that you 

need, that may not be stocked in our stores.

Call or visit today to inquire about 
our high-quality horse feeds, stable 

supplies, tack & clothing.

The Mill® is 
Proud to be 

adding
Nutrena®

to Our 
Family of 
Products!

$1 OFF!
Nutrena® SafeChoice®

(Limit 10 bags per coupon. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 8/30/11.)

 

$1 OFF!
Nutrena® Stock & Stable

(Limit 10 bags per coupon. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 8/30/11.)

 

$1 OFF!
Life Design® Senior

(Limit 10 bags per coupon. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 8/30/11.)

FORAGE

FIRST! 

Hay Testing Available!

High quality forage 

and grain, means 

feeding less!

http://themillofbelair.com/
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The extra traveling – 280 miles 
round trip – and the 7-furlong workout 
(under Richard Boucher) a week before 
the race paid off as Country Cousin 
won the $50,000 Ferguson by a length 
June 26. Carl Rafter rode the winner, 
who caught Straight To It and Your 
Sum Man late to win the New Kent, Va. 
track’s steeplechase feature by a length 
in 4:01.17.

Owned by Oakwood Stable, Coun-
try Cousin won his second stakes of 
2011 and vaulted into the Saratoga dis-
cussion with another quality effort. The 
8-year-old lost his first six jump starts, 
but has won five of eight since includ-
ing a novice stakes last year at Radnor, 

the Aiken feature in March and now the 
Ferguson. The victories have come at a 
variety of courses – rambling Montpe-
lier, hilly Glenwood Park, demanding 
Radnor, flat and fast Aiken and now a 
racetrack.

“I still can’t figure him out because 
he’s won all these different places,” said 
Gomena. “It took him so long to break 
his maiden, now he’s winning stakes. 
The races this fall are 2 1/2 (miles) and 
longer and I’m not sure he likes that 
much distance so we decided to point 
for Colonial and we’ll try to take ad-
vantage of Saratoga too.”

The Ferguson attracted a field of six 
after the late scratches of Percussionist 
and The Price Of Love. Grade I win-
ners Your Sum Man, Mixed Up and Spy 
In The Sky took much of the attention 
along with course winner Straight To It 
and the hard-hitting Country Cousin. 
Bettors sent the whole group off at less 
than 9-1. Fealing Real set the early pace, 
followed by Your Sum Man, Straight To 
It, Country Cousin and Mixed Up. Spy 
In The Sky fell at the fifth and Fealing 
Real dropped back on the final turn. 
Your Sum Man emerged with a slight 
lead on Straight To It at the quarter 
pole, but Country Cousin took aim and 
collared his rivals inside the final fur-
long.

“He’s a very solid horse and beat them 
fair and square,” said Rafter. “He’s a 
brilliant ride, doesn’t pull, jumps great. 
He doesn’t like to be crowded in a race, 
but I’ve got that figured out.”

Country Cousin has no trouble rally-
ing on the inside late in a race, but he’d 
prefer not to be there in the early going 
and Rafter thinks his horse might have 
been closer to Decoy Daddy when third 
at Nashville. 

Country Cousin defeated that rival 
at Aiken in March, but couldn’t catch 
up in the $75,000 Marcellus Frost in 
May.

“I was mad about the way that race 
went,” Rafter said. “I settled my horse 
down on the inside, got him blinded at 
a few fences; he didn’t run as well as he 
can. It was Decoy Daddy’s day, but my 
horse could have run better.”

A rematch could come at Saratoga. 

• Owner/trainer Lilli Kurtinecz pro-
duced a second consecutive win with 
Call Me Sonny on the Ferguson under-
card. The 5-year-old rallied from off 
the pace to win a $15,000 conditioned 
claiming hurdle by 5 1/2 lengths over 
Be Great with Moving Violation third 
in 4:10.32. 

Call Me Sonny (Jacob Roberts) 
broke his maiden over the course two 
weeks earlier while racing for a $10,000 
tag. His first try against winners looked 
just as good as he started last in the field 
of 10, advanced to eighth (just 5 lengths 
behind leader Five Pines) with a quar-
ter-mile to go and drew off late.

“He came back in calmer (than the 
first win), and felt great,” said Rob-
erts. “He was happy which is a big key 
from what Lilli tells me with the horse. 
His jumping improved tons from the 
maiden claimer. He’s figuring out his 
running style, a little keen at Fair Hill 
(a third May 28), more relaxed the 
next time and even more relaxed this 
time. He’s more focused, more profes-
sional.”

Call Me Sonny won four times in 27 
flat starts, earning $31,000, and made 
his jump debut with a third at Fair Hill. 

Ferguson –
 Continued from page 14

Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Call Me Sonny rates behind the leaders early in his conditioned claiming win at Colonial.

See Colonial page 17 

http://farnamhorse.com/
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• Knock, knock, knock . . . 
After three quality tries this spring, 

New Mambo opened the door to a 
maiden hurdle win with a front-running 
show in the opener for Bruce Smart and 
trainer Jimmy Day. 

The 4-year-old built a huge lead 
early and simply hung on, winning 
the $10,000 maiden claimer by 1 3/4 
lengths over Jimtown and Sovietspi in 
4:07.92 for 2 1/4 miles.

New Mambo (Xavier Aizpuru) 
opened 2011 with a pull-up, but fin-
ished fourth at Foxfield, third at Straw-
berry Hill and third again behind Call 
Me Sonny at Colonial June 12. Every-
thing went right this time as the winner 
sprinted away from the start, and was 
15 clear after a mile. 

The gap narrowed considerably in 
the stretch, but the Kentucky-bred came 
through as the nearly 5-1 third choice in 
a field of 10.

The winner used similar tactics two 
weeks earlier, so Aizpuru was under in-
structions to head to the front.

“I rode him at Foxfield and we never 
really got in a rhythm, but he’d run a 
big race for Carl (Rafter) last time so 
that was the plan,” said the jockey. “I 
was surprised he was as far in front as 
he was because he relaxed and did ev-
erything well. The wire couldn’t come 
soon enough for him, but he ran well, 
did the dirty work in the first half of the 
race and deserved to win.”

Ferguson –
 Continued from page 16

Colonial Downs
New Kent, VA. Sunday, June 26. Turf firm.

1st. $10,000. Maiden clm. ($15,000-$10,000) hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
1. New Mambo L 143 Aizpuru 11.80 7.60 4.60
2. Jimtown L 156 Walsh  7.40 6.40
3. Sovietspi (NZ) L 148 McCarthy   13.40

Exacta (8-3) $89.00. Trifecta (8-3-4) $1157.00
10-cent Superfecta (8-3-4-7) $2,991.15

4. Tiefordancen L 152 Read
5. Short Shrift L 156 Dowling
6. Witham L 139 Hodsdon
PU. World of Events L 148 Geraghty
PU. Elusive Prince L 148 Rafter
PU. Black Bag L 148 Young
PU. White Holiday L 148 Murphy
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 4:07 4/5. O: Bruce Smart. T: Jimmy Day.
Ch. g. 4, Newfoundland-Madame Mogambo, Kingmambo. 
Bred by International Equities Holdings (Ky.)

3rd. $15,000. Cond. clm. hurdle (NW2 for $15,000). 2-1/4 miles. 
1. Call Me Sonny L 156 Roberts 11.80 6.20 4.20
2. Be Great L 147 Hodsdon  9.20 3.80
3. Moving Violation L 148 Mackenzie   6.80

Exacta (5-10) $58.00. Trifecta (5-10-2) $1958.40
$1 Superfecta (5-10-2-1) $2,067.60

4. Chestermite L 152 Aizpuru
5. Five Pines L 156 Walsh
6. Bag of Hammers L 156 Nagle
PU. General Roanoke  144 Dowling
PU. Triton Light L 148 Murphy
PU. Embarrassed L 156 Rafter
PU. Sharps Island L 152 Young
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 4:10-1/5. O/T: Lilli Kurtinecz. 
B. g. 5, Posse-Chocolate Mauk, Cozzene. Bred by Mauk One Racing and 
Franklin Franklin (Ky.)

5th. $50,000. Hurdle stakes. 2-1/4 miles. Zeke Ferguson Memorial (Gr. III).  
1. Country Cousin L 154 Rafter 8.20 4.00 2.80
2. Straight To It L 146 Dowling  4.00 3.00
3. Your Sum Man (Ire) L 150 Young   3.00
Exacta (3-7) $23.40. Trifecta (3-7-2) $53.20. $1 Superfecta (3-7-2-4) $96
4. Mixed Up  150 Hodsdon
5. Fealing Real (Ire)  142 Walsh
F. Spy In The Sky L 154 Murphy
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:07. O: Oakwood Stable. T: Julie Gomena. Dk. B./Br. g. 8, 
Lear Fan-Stony Lonesome, Apalachee. Bred by William Backer (Ky.)

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
New Mambo flies a fence while controlling the pace in the maiden 
claimer at Colonial.
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He’s been called Paris Hilton by his 
former owners. He’s been called Bubble 
Economy by his present trainer. Call 
him a two-time winner and one of the 
best young horses on the circuit. 

Big, beautiful and hyped, Mr. Hot 
Stuff continued his ascent by winning 
an optional claimer at Penn National 
June 24. The former Kentucky Derby 
starter, now owned by Gill Johnston, 
scored by three-quarters of a length 
over Roman Glory (Robbie Walsh) and 
Easy Red (Paddy Young). 

Breaking from the inside, Mr. Hot 
Stuff and jockey Willie Dowling found 
the sweet spot in third on the inside as 
Fog Island and Roman Glory set the 
pace. Lagging 13 lengths off the lead 
after a mile, Mr. Hot Stuff continued 
to jump up and over his hurdles, losing 
time in the air but easily making it up on 
the ground. Dowling switched Mr. Hot 
Stuff to the outside leaving the backside 
and circled three wide around the turn 
to tackle Roman Glory and Easy Red 
with ease. Looking like he was idling in 
second gear, Mr. Hot Stuff popped the 
last and slowly drew away.

The full-brother to Travers winner 
Colonel John scored for the second con-
secutive time. 

Bred by WinStar Farm, Mr. Hot Stuff 
cameo’d on flat racing’s biggest stages 
(eliciting the Paris Hilton tag), running 
in the Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes two years ago. A winner of just 
one race, he never fulfilled his promise 
and was selected by Fisher for owner 
Nick Arundel last summer. Johnston 
purchased Mr. Hot Stuff at Arundel’s 
estate sale this spring. 

“Mr. Hot Stuff is like Bubble Econ-
omy. They look really good, they know 
they look really good and they’ll only 
do it if they look good doing it,” Fisher 
said, referring to his enigmatic three-
time timber champion. “He doesn’t try 
that hard but he’s feeling good about 
himself now, he’s won a couple and 
he knows he’s won a couple. Look at 
his form, he’s a Grade I-placed horse. I 
think he’s going to be a really nice horse 
once he gets his (stuff) together.”

WinStar thought the same thing. 

Third in the Santa Anita Derby, Mr. 
Hot Stuff finished 15th in the Kentucky 
Derby and eighth in the Belmont Stakes. 
Trainer Eoin Harty campaigned him on 
the synthetic, dabbled on the dirt, tried 
the turf, sent him long, gave him time, 
added blinkers, took blinkers off. Mr. 
Hot Stuff never did anything wrong, he 
was beaten 2 lengths in the Santa Anita 
Derby and less than 4 lengths in the San 
Fernando at 4. He was beaten a total of 
14 3/4 lengths in his final six starts for 
WinStar and Harty. 

Bred to go long and built to go longer, 
Mr. Hot Stuff is the perfect steeplechase 
prospect. Fisher knows he’s got all the 
fuse he needs but is leery about lighting 
the match at Saratoga. Only eligible for 
novice stakes, Mr. Hot Stuff will have 
to tackle the likes of Demonstrative, All 
Together, Complete Zen and other more 
seasoned campaigners.

“I don’t want to run him in Saratoga 
over jumps because he’s got to go against 
All Together and that group,” said Fish-
er, who trains All Together. “I came up 
with the idea of changing the a-other-
thans to novice races, meaning January 
1 so our a-other-thans will have a little 
more experience, so a horse won’t break 
his maiden at Atlanta and not run again 
until Saratoga. But now they’ve made it 
another year and I don’t think he’s got 
the miles to run against this group. All 

Together should be running in the A.P. 
Smithwick. I thought the novice stake 
at Belmont was tougher than the Zeke 
Ferguson at Colonial.”

Fisher still might take Mr. Hot Stuff to 
the Spa (that’s where Paris Hilton would 
be for the summer) but will try to be pru-
dent before going to the diving board.  

“He’s up and over his fences, he 
spends a little time there, I think he’ll 
get it but I don’t want to run him against 
those horses,” Fisher said. “I would 
rather run my maidens up there than 
my best horse. There’s a 2-mile race up 
there on the dirt, I might run him there 
and maybe late in the meet (over jumps) 
if they need him.”

• Janet Elliot booked a ticket to Sara-
toga for Wild For Gold after he won the 
maiden at Penn. Bernie Dalton placed 
the 8-year-old just off the pace set by 
longshot Gusto Nuevo, at least for three 
fences. At the fourth hurdle, Wild For 
Gold accelerated through the air, land-
ed in front and put a choke hold on the 
race.

Making his second start over hur-
dles, Wild For Gold jumped efficiently 
for the next circuit, opened 3 lengths 
down the backside the final time and 
drew off to win by 4 3/4 lengths. The 

Lydia Williams
Mr. Hot Stuff flies a fence in his optional-claiming win at Penn National

Pretty Good
Much-touted Mr. Hot Stuff adds
second jump win to new career

BY SEaN ClaNCY PENN NATIONAL
Friday, June 24
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comment should read, “won with a pat on the neck” as 
Dalton geared him down. First-time starter Staying On 
finished second with long-time maiden Peace Fire third. 

Bred by Gene Weymouth in Pennsylvania, Wild For 
Gold won twice on the flat, all the way back in 2006 
when trained by the longtime Pennsylvania horseman. 
The chestnut son of Wild Gold missed a year between 
his flat race and his jump debut last fall. He finished 
fifth at Queen’s Cup and sixth at Fair Hill on the flat 
before making his 2011 jump debut at Penn. 

“We didn’t intend to start him until late but he was 
pretty disappointing, I started to second-guess myself 
with what was going on with him,” Elliot said. “I ran 
him a couple of times in flat races this spring and then 
we brought him back to the farm and he seemed to be doing better. I had always 
thought he would be quite nice and this spring I was beginning to think I was 
wrong, he jumps very nicely and that’s a great asset to him.”

Wild For Gold picked up a Pennsylvania-bred bonus for Weymouth and will 
take a crack at Saratoga this summer. Older than ideal to make the transformation 
to jumping, Wild For Gold has impressed Elliot. 

“A lot of times, older horses in our country aren’t particularly sound,” Elliot said. 
“In this particular case, the horse was well cared for and he’s taken to it well.”

Dalton schooled Wild For Gold for Elliot last year and was aboard for his first 
start, when he ran freely before fading to third at Camden in the fall. 

“He’s been a horse who I’ve had a very high opinion of since I got on him this 
time last year,” Dalton said. “Janet was struggling with him this spring, he did a 
couple of training flat races and I thought he ran well enough at Fair Hill, Janet 
said ride him with confidence and he didn’t do a single thing wrong and he seemed 
to be every bit as impressive as I hoped he would, he jumped super, traveled well, 
an ideal trip.”

Staying On, with good flat form and fresh off two training flat race victories 
including a win over Wild For Gold, garnered favoritism in the field of 10 and the 
Irish-bred ran well to be second but was no match for the winner.  

“I thought Staying On would be very hard to beat,” Dalton said. “He followed 
me most of the way around but I don’t really give him many excuses, he was there 
at the second-to-last and my lad just quickened away from him.”

Wild For Gold finished the 2 1/16 miles in 3:39.50, nearly five seconds faster 
than Mr. Hot Stuff’s allowance win.

Penn National –
 Continued from page 18 1st. $25,000. SOK Maiden hurdle. 2-1/16 miles. 

1. Wild For Gold L 154 Dalton 22.40 7.40 4.20
2. Staying On (Ire) L 154 Petty  3.80 2.80
3. Peace Fire L 147 Aizpuru   3.80

Exacta (2-8) $70.20. Trifecta (2-8-9) $195.60
4. Royal Theatre  154 Nagle
5. Hi Flyin Indy L 154 Hodsdon
6. Pynaformer L 154 Young
7. Gusto Nuevo L 154 Watts
F. Classic Bridges L 154 Read
PU. Rhythm and Roar  147 Geraghty
PU. Perfect Edge L 154 Murphy
Mgn: 4 3/4. Time: 3:39-2/5. O: Gene Weymouth. T: Janet Elliot. 
Ch. g. 8, Wild Rush-After the Glitter, Screen King. 
Bred by Gene Weymouth (Pa.)

2nd. $30,000. Opt clm. (NW1X or $25,000) hurdle. 2-1/16 miles. 
1. Mr. Hot Stuff L 156 Dowling 9.80 5.60 3.40
2. Roman Glory (Ire) L 156 Walsh  6.40 5.00
3. Easy Red L 152 Young   3.60

Exacta (1-4) $59.20. Trifecta (1-4-6) $216.40
4. Air Maggy L 148 Crowley
5. Slaney Rock (Ire) L 156 Aizpuru
F. Parker’s Project L 148 Hodsdon
F. Grantor L 148 Roberts
LR. Saluda Sam L 144 Rafter
PU. Fog Island L 156 Geraghty
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:44-1/5. O: Gill Johnston. T: Jack Fisher. 
Dk. b./br. g. 5, Tiznow-Sweet Damsel, Turkoman. 
Bred by WinStar Farm (Ky.)

Lydia Williams
Wild For Gold leads Staying On in the maiden hurdle.

Penn National
Grantville, PA. Friday, June 24. Turf firm.
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Timing is everything. Well Fashioned knew what 
she was doing all the time. 

Owned and trained by Kate Dalton and ridden by 
her husband, Bernie, Well Fashioned finished third in 
her debut at Camden, then rattled off two consecu-
tive runner-up finishes at Queen’s Cup and Strawberry 
Hill. 

Frustrating, sure. Timely, yes. 
Well Fashioned broke her maiden in her fourth start 

of the year, winning the $15,000 maiden at Colonial 
Downs in New Kent, Va. June 12, pocketing $18,000 
for the win. How’s that? Well Fashioned was bred in 
Virginia by Lazy Lane Farm. Colonial Downs offers 
a 100-percent bonus for any Virginia-bred that wins, 
doubling Well Fashioned’s paycheck.

Ka-ching.
Taking on the boys for the first time and equipped 

with blinkers for the first time, Well Fashioned sat well 
off the pace, rallied on the inside to tackle Compro-
mise and Worried Man after the last. Brave Prospect 
(Xavier Aizpuru) rallied to be second with Worried 
Man (Willie Dowling) third. 

“In hindsight, it worked out well for us, it was re-
ally sweet. For little people like us, it’s a big deal,” 
Kate Dalton said. “We always liked her. Her jump-
ing wasn’t quite coming the way we wanted it to, she 
was novicey at Camden which was to be expected, 
she jumped pretty well but had some dodgy fences at 
the end at Queen’s Cup, then she jumped terrible at 
Strawberry Hill and there really wasn’t any reason for 
it. We thought she might need a pair of cheaters to 
keep her focused and she jumped really well, she kept 
her eye on the ball.”

The Daltons purchased Well Fashioned from Lazy 
Lane for $4,000 at the Keeneland January Sale, as a 
resale project. 

The daughter of turf powerhouse Cozzene won her 
debut on the flat for Rodney Jenkins but failed to re-
gain that form in her next four starts. The Daltons 
liked her pedigree and made a plan. It worked like 
it was drawn up on John Wooden’s chalkboard; Well 

Fashioned learned to jump, made her debut at Cam-
den, hit the board in four starts, earned $27,600 and 
was sold to Maggie Bryant and trainer Doug Fout af-
ter her Colonial maiden win.

“We thought we would go and see if there was any-
thing worth buying, we had eight circled, we whittled 
it down to three after watching videos, (Camden win-
ner) Pensy being one of them, Well Fashioned was 
more in our price range,” Kate Dalton said. “It’s al-
ways nice to have an interest, we like to stay under the 
$10,000 buying range, we like to give it a shot, if it 
doesn’t work out, you’re not devastated by it because 
they go wrong pretty easily. It makes you look really 
clever when it works out, but we’ve gone through one 
or two that haven’t made it.”

• Bay Cockburn doesn’t make many forays to the 
major tracks with his small string of horses based in 
Middleburg. The owner/trainer showed up at Colo-
nial with Maximize, fresh off breaking his maiden. 
Like 20 months fresh. 

The 9-year-old son of Mighty hadn’t made an NSA 
start since dominating a restricted maiden at Virginia 
Fall in 2009. He led every step that day and Cock-
burn expected him to lead the 10-horse field at Colo-
nial. When Jacob Roberts placed Maximize third, just 
off Dubai Sunday and Triton Light, Cockburn went 
through the list of scenarios. All bad. 

“When he came around the second time past us, 
I thought something was wrong with him, because 
he wasn’t in front,” Cockburn said. “Jacob said he 
pulled over the first fence and around the first bend 
and then settled. When he jumped to the front and 
went 3 or 4 (lengths) clear, I couldn’t believe it. I said 
holy mother.”

Maximize dispatched Dubai Sunday with a quick 
jump at the first hurdle down the backside the final 
time and then powered to an easy score, winning by 
12 1/4 lengths over late-running One Sea (Roddy 
Mackenzie) and favorite Mischief (Paddy Young). 

Roberts paid at least partial credit to some luck 
as Maximize jumped to the outside of Dubai Sunday 
over a fence on the backside where the inside wing had 
fallen over.

“Dubai Sunday looked at that wing a little and my 
horse outjumped him there and kept going,” said the 
jockey, who lost his apprentice allowance on Call Me 
Sonny earlier on the card. “To have two years off and 
put a horse like Dubai Sunday away, it was very nice. 
I was super proud of him.”

Ditto for Cockburn.
“I didn’t expect that, I can tell you. I was a bit 

surprised. I thought if we were in the first three we’d 
be real lucky, he ran a big race,” Cockburn said. “It 

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Well Fashioned (left) gets through on the rail to catch Worried Man in the maiden.

COLONIAL DOWNS
Sunday, June 12

See Colonial page 21 

1st. $10,000. Maiden claiming hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
Claiming price $15,000- $10,000.

1. Call Me Sonny L 143 Roberts 13.20 6.60 4.80
2. Tiefordancen L 152 Read  13.20 8.20
3. New Mambo L 143 Rafter   5.80

Exacta (12-9) $465.00. Trifecta (12-9-1) $2,339.00
10 cent Superfecta (12-9-1-7) $2,232.80

4. White Holiday L 148 Murphy
5. Cannon’s Call L 148 Dowling
6. It’s A G Man  142 Price
PU. Jacob’s Little Bro L 156 Nagle
PU. Cotton Moon L 139 Aizpuru
PU. Veritable L 148 Mackenzie
PU. Ardagh L 140 McCarthy
PU. Sir Dynamite L 148 Young
PU. Fu San L 147 McCarron
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 4:14-1/5. O:/T: Lilli Kurtinecz. 
B. g. 5, Posse-Chocolate Mauk, Cozzene. 
Bred by Mauk One Racing & Frankin Franklin (Ky.)

3rd. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
1. Well Fashioned L 137 Dalton 13.60 6.00 3.20
2. Brave Prospect L 145 Aizpuru  6.60 4.80
3. Worried Man L 145 Dowling   4.00

Exacta (2-11) $92.20. Trifecta (2-11-4) $252.00
$1 Superfecta (2-11-4-3) $1,497.00

4. Compromise L 154 McCarthy
5. Southwest  154 Murphy
6. Double Eagle (Arg) L 145 McCarron
7. Pitched Perfectly L 154 Young
8. Circumventor L 154 Geraghty
PU. Hishi Soar L 145 Mackenzie
PU. Jake’s Mandate L 145 Rafter
Mgn: 4 1/4. Time: 4:12-2/5. O:/T: Kate Dalton. 
B. f. 4, Cozzene-Cryptos’ Best, Cryptoclearance. 
Bred by Lazy Lane Farm Inc. (Va.)

5th. $20,000. Open Claiming hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
$20,000-$15,000.

1. Maximize L 146 Roberts 55.60 26.40 10.00
2. One Sea L 140 Mackenzie  10.60 7.20
3. Mischief L 152 Young   3.20

Exacta (10-8) $568.40. Trifecta (10-8-3) $3,522.20
$1 Superfecta (10-8-3-1) $4,567.90

4. Cuse L 147 Dahl
5. Triton Light L 140 Murphy
6. Class Classic  152 Boucher
F. Eamonn L 152 McCarthy
PU. Embarrassed L 140 Rafter
PU. Dubai Sunday (Jpn) L 154 Nagle
PU. Deputy Empress L 138 Aizpuru
Mgn: 12 1/4. Time: 4:10-2/5. O:/T: Bay Cockburn. 
B. g. 9, Mighty-Bridle Beauty, Mt. Livermore. 
Bred by Ginger Parker & Charles Baldree Jr. (Fla.)

On time
all along

Well Fashioned delivers
win, payday for Daltons

BY SEaN ClaNCY

Colonial Downs
New Kent, VA. Sunday, June 12, 2011. Turf good.



Friday, July 15, 2011	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  21

was a hell of a thrill to win at Colo-
nial Downs, I said, we’ll have a drink 
tonight, we were delighted, over the 
moon.”

Maximize made four starts on the 
flat at Colonial in 2009 for Gordie 
Keys, who wound up giving the horse 
to Cockburn’s son, Sam. Maximize has 
been a regular at the point-to-points 
and has now won his only two sanc-
tioned starts.

“I couldn’t run him this spring be-
cause the gallops were too damn wet. 
I’ve got the Middleburg Training track 
but no one can hold him on there, he 
just runs off,” Cockburn said. “I ran 
him at one point-to-point and pulled 
him up. He needs fast ground. When 
we got the goodish ground, out he 
came. Things just went right for us.”

• Roberts parked Call Me Sonny 
well off the early pace of the maiden 
claimer before unleashing a late kick 
to score by a 1 3/4 lengths over Tiefor-
dancen (Chris Read) and New Mambo 
(Carl Rafter). Owned and trained by 
Lilli Kurtinecz, Call Me Sonny made 
his debut at Fair Hill, finishing third 
and improved upon that effort to win 
impressively. 

Sixth at the head of the stretch, Call 
Me Sonny angled out after the last to 
run down New Mambo and Tiefordan-
cen. The son of Posse languished at the 
$6,500 claiming level on the flat this 
spring before switching careers where 
he quickly won two of his first three 
starts (he followed his maiden claimer 
score with another victory at Colonial).

“He ran well at Fair Hill, which 
made you think he could be OK,” said 
Roberts. “That was really a good edu-
cational race for him and he made it 
pay off the next time.”

Colonial –
 Continued from page 20
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With his nose upon the ground, 
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Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Maximize (left) leads Triton Light late in the claimer at Colonial Downs.
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Karen D. Poore, ChFC
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Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
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Hood’s BBQ & Catering/deli
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Pit Style ChiCken • Prime rib SandwiCheS • more!
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Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
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540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

Ricky Hendriks reached in and claimed Lake Placid 
for $10,000 in April and the horse repaid the faith 
by winning his next start (and earning $18,000). Of 
course, reality came back a start later when Lake Plac-
id lost jockey Brian Crowley with a jumping mistake 
at Radnor.

Undaunted, the trainer aimed high once more and 
entered Debbie and Ken Kachel’s horse in a $30,000 
optional claiming hurdle at Parx Racing June 5. The 
race lured eight runners including classy 2011 maiden 
winners Cornhusker, Raven’s Choice and Class Cen-
tury looking for tickets to Saratoga.

“The night before I just thought ‘give me a fair 
shake,’ ” Hendriks said. “I didn’t care if he won or 
not, I just wanted him to get a shot after what hap-
pened at Radnor.”

Lake Placid got his shake, took his shot and denied 
the youngsters – setting a controlled pace and deny-
ing stiff stretch challenges from Cornhusker and Peace 
Fire. The 6-year-old son of Giant’s Causeway won by 
three-quarters of a length in 3:40.83 for 2 1/16 miles. 

Jacob Roberts rode the winner, and liked what he felt.
“He’s got a great gallop and his cruising speed is his 

thing,” said the jockey. “With only four jumps (per cir-
cuit) around there, he was great. That’s made for him. 
He was relaxed and going around there with his ears 
pricked. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but he had some-
thing left when horses came to him in the stretch too.”

Smooth
Sailing

Barbara Weidl/EQUI-PHOTO
Lake Placid (left) shows the way in the optional claimer at Philadelphia.

Lake Placid wires field
for Hendriks, Roberts

BY joE ClaNCY

PARx RACING
Sunday, June 5

See parx page 23 
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It’s Eby In The Stretch
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M.H Eby, Inc. • Blue Ball, PA 
717/354-4971 • 800/292-4752

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation

Sales • Service • Parts

55
07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Lake Placid raced on the flat for own-
ers/breeders Bert and Diana Firestone, 
winning twice in 13 starts but dipping into 
the claiming ranks despite dazzling blood-
lines and a statuesque frame. The Fires-
tones sent the horse to Neil Morris last 
year and Lake Placid started three times 
last fall – finishing behind quality maidens 
One Giant Step, Good Request and Fog 
Island. After a third at Aiken in March, 
Morris and the Firestones dropped the 
hard-pulling gelding in for a $10,000 tag 
at Middleburg this spring. Hendriks filled 
out the claim slip and Lake Placid won in 
a romp. He backed up that effort with an-
other runaway at Great Meadow and the 
Parx win gave the horse $36,000 in earn-
ings since the claim.

Hendriks tried a novice stakes at Bel-
mont in early July, but Lake Placid fal-
tered late to finish sixth. Roberts blamed 
the ground, not the competition.

“That wasn’t what he wanted,” said 
the jockey. “He can’t use his abilities 
the way he needs to in that. He can’t get 
away from horses, can’t put horses away. 
He slid into a few and was losing his con-
fidence jumping in that ground. It was a 
no-win situation for him.”

• “If he can jump out of a starting 
gate, he can damn sure jump a hurdle.”

In a simple sentence, trainer Chuck Lawrence ex-
plained the path of Dr. Wheat – whose flat career 
ended before it started thanks to shenanigans at the 
gate. The son of Wheaton couldn’t get a gate card and 
came to Lawrence as a hurdle prospect last year, only 
to become famous for colliding with an opponent at 
the start at Far Hills and being disqualified.

In his third start of 2011, Dr. Wheat nipped Easy 

Reach by a nose in a $25,000 maiden hurdle for Law-
rence and owner/breeder Dr. Bill Riddle. Armstrong 
Mill finished a half-length back in third. Sent off at 
15-1, Dr. Wheat (Robbie Walsh) took advantage of a 
mistake by pacesetter Easy Reach (Xavier Aizpuru) at 
the last and covered 2 1/16 miles in 3:44.60. 

Dr. Wheat came into 2011 as a talked-about maid-
en, mostly due to one wild race at Far Hills in October. 
The Pennsylvania-bred ran into favorite Demonstra-
tive at the beginning of the Gladstone Stakes, spot-
ted the field dozens of lengths and still rallied to finish 
third (only to be disqualified). He sandwiched that cir-
cus between a pull-up at Virginia Fall and a fifth in the 
Woolfe Memorial at Camden.

The horse’s 2011 started with two well-beaten 
fourths at Middleburg and Radnor. 

“Both races were in deep going, which really isn’t 
his thing,” said Lawrence. “He’s a really cool horse 
and he’s so talented that he’s 2-minute licking when 
other horses are running. He’s got his quirks, he can 
be goofing off when other horses are working to keep 
up with him – on good ground anyway.”

Dr. Wheat got his ground at Parx, started smoothly, 
rated off the early heat and came with a big run. 

“When they put him in the gate, he’d rear up, spin 
around and jump out the back,” said Lawrence. “He 
didn’t get close to getting a gate card. That’s why I got 
him. He’s got his quirks, but he’s got a lot of ability 
too. If he can just keep his head in the game, and it’s 
taken awhile, he can be OK.”

Parx –
 Continued from page 22

Parx Racing
Bensalem, PA. Sunday, June 5. Turf firm.

5th. $25,000. SOK Maiden hurdle. 2-1/16 miles. 
1. Dr. Wheat L 147 Walsh 32.80 13.60 8.20
2. Easy Reach L 154 Aizpuru  5.80 4.00
3. Amstrong Mill L 154 Murphy   3.60

Exacta (3-7) $178.60. Trifecta (3-2) $862.60
4. Short Shrift L 154 Dowling
5. Classic Bridges L 154 McCarron
6. Amazin Sun L 154 Rafter
7. Pynaformer L 154 Young
Mgn: Nose. Time: 3:44-3/5. 
O: William Riddle Jr. T: Chuck Lawrence.  
Dk. B./Br. g. 4, Wheaton-Zenon, Hawkster. 
Bred by William Riddle Jr. (Pa.)

8th. $25,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2-1/16 miles. 
(NW1X or $25,000)

1. Lake Placid L 151 Roberts 8.60 5.80 3.80
2. Cornhusker (GB) L 149 Young  3.60 2.80
3. Peace Fire L 137 Aizpuru   5.60

Exacta (7-5) $33.60. Trifecta (7-5-8) $259.20
4. Class Century L 156 Rafter
5. Silent Vow L 144 Dalton
6. Ravens’s Choice L 149 Mackenzie
7. Sharps Island L 152 McCarthy
8. Moving Violation L 144 Walsh
Mgn: 3/4.  Time: 3:40-4/5. O: Debra Kachel. T: Ricky Hendriks.  
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Saranac Lake, Smart Strike.  
Bred by Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Firestone (Ky.)

Barbara Weidl/EQUI-PHOTO
Dr. Wheat – by the slimmest of noses – gets through on the rail to win the maiden hurdle over Easy Reach (7) and Armstrong Mill (2). 

Barbara Weidl/EQUI-PHOTO
Dr. Wheat (left) stalks Classic Bridges early.

Custom Homes & 
Renovation Additions

 
Contact Domenick Mingione

Direct: 703-898-2499
Serving Middleburg 

and the surrounding area

Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

http://forgottencats.org/index.php
http://www.mheby.com/
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BrownTrout Stable ................Douglas Lees
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Country Cousin ....................................$64,500
Lake Placid ...........................................$45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Ptarmigan ..............................................$4,100
.......................................................... $238,100
Fixucar Farm ........................ Dave Green
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
Green Velvet .........................................$30,250
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
All Together ..........................................$23,000
Class Indian .........................................$22,200
.......................................................... $204,650
Pony Girl Stables ........... Elizabeth Watrous
Tax Ruling ............................................$93,500
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Class Century .......................................$16,500
Tizsilk ...................................................$14,000
Class Mark ...........................................$11,300
Farah T Salute ...............................................$0
.......................................................... $202,500
Diversified Stable ................Joe Clancy Sr.
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Green Velvet .........................................$30,250
Dictina’s Boy ........................................$15,000
Pynaformer ...............................................$750
Jack Spratt ....................................................$0
.......................................................... $197,300
Waggs Stable ................... Keegan Shields
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
One Giant Step .....................................$26,000
Brave Prospect .......................................$7,000
Sharpest Cat .................................................$0
Farah T Salute ...............................................$0
.......................................................... $184,300
Uncle Pierre Stables ...........Betsy Manierre
Tax Ruling ............................................$93,500
Lake Placid ...........................................$45,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
Ptarmigan ..............................................$4,100
He’s A Conniver ......................................$3,600
Divine Fortune ...............................................$0
.......................................................... $181,200
Carolina in the Morning Stable ..... Ed Kraker
Tax Ruling ............................................$93,500
Class Indian .........................................$22,200
Fog Island ............................................$20,500
Delta Park ............................................$18,750
Swagger Stick ........................................$9,000
Opera Heroine ........................................$6,200
.......................................................... $170,150
This Just In Stable .......... Justin Rivenburgh
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
One Giant Step .....................................$26,000
Roman Glory ........................................$14,400
Farah T Salute ...............................................$0
.......................................................... $169,600

46 Defense ............................ Joe Clancy
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Country Cousin ....................................$64,500
Pensy ...................................................$11,750
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Artic Cry .................................................$1,000
Royal Rossi ...................................................$0
.......................................................... $166,750
Elvis Stable .................... Delaney Shields
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Worried Man ..........................................$8,700
Maya Charli ............................................$3,200
Divine Fortune ...............................................$0
Jack Twist .....................................................$0
.......................................................... $163,200
Polish Power Stable ............. Eric Dudzinski
Decoy Daddy ........................................$84,100
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
One Giant Step .....................................$26,000
Pensy ...................................................$11,750
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Royal Rossi ...................................................$0
.......................................................... $162,250
Try Again Stable......................Jim McVey
Tax Ruling ............................................$93,500
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
Wild For Gold .......................................$18,000
Pensy ...................................................$11,750
Easy Reach ............................................$9,000
Patriot’s Path .................................................$0
.......................................................... $159,250
Taffy 3 Group .......................... Jack Lock
Country Cousin ....................................$64,500
Lake Placid ...........................................$45,000
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
Class Century .......................................$16,500
Ptarmigan ..............................................$4,100
Patriot’s Path .................................................$0
.......................................................... $157,100
Culture Vulture ................ Gabrielle Bredin
Private Attack .......................................$63,000
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Well Fashioned .....................................$27,600
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
Gustavian ...............................................$9,000
Royale ...........................................................$0
.......................................................... $156,600
Go4Win ................................Stan Kosek
Private Attack .......................................$63,000
Mr. Hot Stuff ........................................$35,000
Sweet Shani .........................................$30,000
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
Za Za Zu ........................................................$0
Twill Do .........................................................$0
.......................................................... $155,000
Suburbs Stable ................Paul Wasserman
Bon Caddo ...........................................$67,200
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Slip Away .............................................$27,000
Cornhusker ..........................................$14,400
Peace Fire ............................................$11,950
Farah T Salute ...............................................$0
.......................................................... $150,550

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the Whip tavern and embrace the race

Hot Race in the Summer Time
Hello Cousin. Zeke Ferguson Stakes winner Country Cousin pushed photographer 

Doug Lees’ Brown Trout Stable to the top of the Pick Six leaderboard. Lees had a good 
June with victories by Lake  Placid and Mr. Hot Stuff in addition to Country Cousin. The 
stable shows the way with $238,100 in earnings and takes the monthly prize of gift cer-
tificates to The Whip Tavern and Embrace The Race.

Looming boldly in the rearview mirror is the Fixucar Farm of Fair Hill mechanic to 
the stars Dave Green. Green got a nice June boost from Mr. Hot Stuff and All Together.  
May leader Pony Girl Stables drops to third, but is still well within striking distance. Just 
like in the regular standings, Saratoga’s rich purses will play a role in the Pick Six. In the 
stakes division, Green has old pro Slip Away while Lees counters with Decoy Daddy and 
Country Cousin. 

The top 16 are listed here. Check www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Country Cousin (left) and Straight To It head to the start of the Zeke Ferguson.

Pull away from the 
pack with solar

The energy choice for your home or barn

Contact us for a free quote

Toll Free: 1-877-42SOLAR  |  302-737-4805  |  info@KWsolar.net

www.kwsolarsolutions.com

http://www.kwsolarsolutions.com/
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201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com

Broodmare Prospect 
Class Shadow

Bay mare, 2004, Rock Point – Class Eclipse, Class Secret. 
Stakes winner of more than $88,000. 

Defeated champion Guelph in last start. 

Make an offer. Call M. C. Smith at (202) 333-0579 
or send e-mail to medecahaba@aol.com

Is Your Horse a Cover Boy?

$75 plus shipping. 
To Order, call  
(410) 392-5867 or email 
orders@st-publishing.com.

Past and Current Seasons 
Available. Call or email to 
confirm availability.

Commemorate the 
moment by ordering 
a full color, glossy 
reprint of a cover from 
Steeplechase Times. 

http://www.newhollandsupply.com/
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TImES EDIToRIal

Opportunity arrives
for steeplechasing

“I’ll call Kitty,” Ann Knoeller said, as she reached 
for the phone in the den of the big house at Sunny Bank 
Farm. Knoeller’s fingers arced their way across the ro-
tary phone, grinding their way through seven numer-
als as she tried to reach Kitty Smith to ask a question 
about the matriarch of Middleburg, Dot Smithwick.

I was awed by the phone. Nobody else noticed. 
A rotary phone, next to a Zenith TV, in the midst of 

a museum – only at Sunny Bank. 
Old photos. Old chairs. Old phones. Nothing 

changed at Sunny Bank. 
Now, everything’s changed, Smithwick died June 16. 
She offered opportunity to horses and horsemen, 

the gate was always open. Fall down, waver, crash, get 
kicked out of school or tossed from your house – you 
could always come back to Sunny Bank. 

Down the hall from that rotary phone, former ama-
teur rider Eben Sutton sat in a chair, daughter in his 
lap, a few days after Smithwick died. 

“She said to me a couple of weeks ago, if you need 
a place . . .” Sutton laughed. 

Everybody knew if you needed a place, just head 
down Sam Fred Road, turn at the turn, take your pick, 
Lilac Hill, the Big House . . . 

Some stayed for a weekend, others a lifetime. 
In her quiet, determined manner, Smithwick de-

voted her life to steeplechasing, fox hunting, farming, 

conservation and there was something else that defined 
her. Giving is too simple. Opportunity, too stale. Fa-
cilitation, too official. She didn’t blaze a trail, but she 
quietly, consistently opened it for others. Which, in a 
way, is a funny analogy as most of the trails around 
Sunny Bank were overgrown, the hedgerows providing 
homes for the birds and rabbits just like she provided it 
for fledgling riders and trainers. Sunny Bank stretches 
over some 1,650 acres, all have stories.

As the rest of the world searched for wins, aimed at 
records, tried to change the world of steeplechasing, 
Smithwick simply stayed the course. She won races, 
more at the point-to-points than at the NSA meets, but 
it was always more about the morning schools than 
the afternoon races. In her family since the late 1700s, 
Sunny Bank provided the launching pad or landing pad 
for horses and horsemen. The list reads long; Speedy 
Smithwick, Roger Smithwick, Eva Smithwick, Eben 
Sutton, Gregg Ryan, Knoeller, Michelle Rouse, Julie 
Gomena, Joe Davies, Cricket Bedford, Joe and Ted 

A True Stayer
Tod Marks

Everybody Reads. If it’s July, it’s time to think about Saratoga. ST will head north to produce The Saratoga Special 
(read by all the people and all the dogs) in Saratoga for the racing season. Check it out in town or online. See you at the track.

For years in this space, on this month, we  
asked for more when it came to steeplechas-
ing at Saratoga. We’ve suggested, implored, 
challenged, yelled a little even. Now, we’re 
congratulating. 

Bravo, National Steeplechase Association, 
for scheduling additional events during the 
2011 Saratoga meeting.

Cheers, New York Racing Association, 
for scheduling nine races and for including 
the jumpers in the $1,000 starters’ award 
program.

But, here’s a warning. It’s put up or shut 
up time for steeplechasing.

Rightly or wrongly, the pressure has been 
turned up this summer. The NSA asked for 
a bigger commitment from NYRA and got 
it.

Last year, six races were carded at Sarato-
ga; five filled. This year, there are nine races; 
they better fill.

Horse inventory is light. Plain and 
simple. The novice stakes at Belmont took 
out a couple of possible Saratoga starters. 
The Valentine at Fair Hill clipped a couple 
of fillies and mares from the docket. Firm 
ground this summer took its toll. A stall 
shortage at Saratoga hurts. Steeplechasing, 
like all of racing, is battling from a partici-
pation problem. Virtually every racetrack 
in the country feels the pinch from a short 
horse supply as the economy struggles to 
rebound and racing struggles to stay com-
petitive (that’s an editorial for another day).

The NSA has made an effort to bolster 
participation and interest in Saratoga and it 
needs to be rewarded. If you’ve got a horse, 
think about going – for you, for your horse, 
for everyone. It’s not easy or inexpensive or 
palatable to own horses sometimes, but fill-
ing the races is key. 

Filling the seats might be just as key, and 
that’s within everyone’s grasp even if cam-
paigning racehorses isn’t. The NSA (and 
NYRA for that matter) needs fans to show 
up at the races, stay all day, eat, drink, 
gamble, go to the paddock, be seen and 
heard. The jump races go early and it can 
be a grind to stay all day at the races, but 
there’s nothing more important. 

Smartly, the NSA has planned coffee stops 
in the mornings, toasts at the races in the af-
ternoons, cocktails after the races, a golf out-
ing on a Tuesday. Show that steeplechasing is 
a brother of flat racing and participate. More 
importantly, initiate participation. Invite that 
flat owner you know. Tell the trainer who 
sold you that horse thank you. Find a NYRA 
executive and drag him along. 

The guest list is as important as the party. 
Steeplechasing needs to be inclusive, not 
exclusive. Coffee klatches and cocktail par-
ties among ourselves won’t be enough. This 
is the time we make friends, recruit owners, 
show that the sport is viable and important. 

The Last Fence... Editorial, Opinion, Comments & Columns

Smithwick leaves lasting mark on steeplechasing

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy

See insiDe page 27 
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Stettinius, Mike Elmore, Jeff Murphy, Diana Gillam, 
Woods Winants . . . Pilgrim’s Progress, Yellow Boy, 
Subara, Just A Tinch, Anvil, Potter Street, Quixotic, 
Machu Picchu, Blue Barbizon, Orotund, Beaux, Rock-
around, Dancing Jim, Crocodile Fears, Make The 
Move, News Special, Glyn, Young Rodney, Swimming 
River. 

Smithwick provided first steps and last stops; I don’t 
know where the horses and the horsemen go now. 

A tough interview, I once asked her a question 
about Dr. Ramsey after the veteran won at the Penn-
sylvania Hunt Cup.

“Well, you rode him,” she said. 
That was it. 
This spring, I knew Smithwick was struggling with 

her health. When Swimming River won the Alfred 
Hunt at Middleburg, I finally understood Smithwick’s 

legacy. Gary Baker wanted her to get in the photo, 
Knoeller sprinted to get her, an old Maryland friend 
Tom Voss talked about riding ponies with her, a young 
Irishman Jeff Murphy talked about riding horses in 
Virginia for her. I wrote the longest story I had ever 
written about the Alfred Hunt, just trying to capture 
the moment, capture her momentous career, her lega-
cy. Gregg Ryan told me she appreciated it. She called 
me a few weeks later and told me to look up a chart, 
she knew the number in the NSA book, when Swim-
ming River and Slip Away ran for $10,000 claiming 
tags. “Just thought it was funny,” she said. I figured 
that was her thank you. 

She was always the same Dot. The same Mrs. Smith-
wick. The same. Just like Sunny Bank. The same. In a 
changing world, sometimes you really want the same. 

Smithwick’s report on the Virginia Steeplechase As-
sociation’s website takes up 61 pages, going back to 
when she saddled Zoomy at Howard County in 1979. 
Sixty-one pages of opportunity; her horses made 
2,677 starts on the NSA and point-to-point circuits. 
Two thousand, six hundred and seventy-seven times, 

some kid, or some girl, or some old man got to ride a 
horse in a race because Smithwick stayed the course, 
stayed true to the roots of steeplechasing. 

Inside –
 Continued from page 26

Iron rIch MultI-VItaMIn SuppleMent 
truSted by top traInerS and chaMpIonS.

Supports normal blood cell health, which is essential 
for the transportation of oxygen and 

maintaining energy and performance demands.

 •	 Helps	maintain	normal	cardiovascular	recovery
	 •	 Contains	300	mg	of	iron	per	ounce
	 •	 B-complex	for	a	healthy	immune	system
	 •	 Highly	palatable	yucca-flavored	formula	is	easy	to	feed

farnamhorse.com 
©2009 Farnam Companies, Inc.       09-0295
Red Cell and the Horse Health logo are registered trademarks 
of Farnam Companies, Inc.

Douglas Lees
Dot Smithwick (left) and Diana Gillam talked strategy in the 
paddock at My Lady’s Manor in 2007.

ARATOGAthe

ST goes to Saratoga
Come along for the ride.

The Saratoga Special 
is Thoroughbred racing’s 

most immediate 
newspaper – covering 

all the racing action at the 
summer place to be. 

We start July 22 
(like the horses) 
and don’t finish 
until Labor Day. 

get it all season.
in town, at the track, online.

Better yet, advertise and reach 
racing’s biggest names and 

most influential people.

www.st-publishing.com
info@st-publishing.com

(518) 490-1175
(302) 545-4424
(302) 545-7713

http://farnamhorse.com/
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