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CHESHIRE HUNT
Pennbrook Farm - 35 acres with 

19th c. house & lovely architectural 
details / mature trees / ponds and apt. 

24 stall barn / prime horse boarding facility
$2,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
21 eased acres with restored stone house

8 stall bank barn / stream & beautiful 
fenced paddocks / ideal horse property

$1,825,000

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
Charm personified! Stone 3BR house 

with gardens / wonderful 5 stall bank barn 
on 5.5 acres / a Chester County Classic

$998,000
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10 stall barn & outdoor riding ring
lovely setting minutes from Unionville
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Prime location for 44 eased acres
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News & Notes from around the circuit

Take A Number
1.4  Miles traveled on Old Hickory 
Boulevard in 2 hours, 1 minute the 
morning of the Iroquois.

3 Jockeys who walked through 
stopped traffic to get to the race course.

227  Spectators who walked 
through stopped traffic (well, who passed 
one reporter’s car) to get to the race 
course. 

12:08  Time trainer Jonathan 
Sheppard entered the Iroquois grounds 
after passing on the grassy shoulder (with 
60-degree banking) in his rental car.

12:17  Time a Honda Pilot got stuck 
in the ditch trying to follow Sheppard.

3  People who contacted ST suggesting 
Brian take the “back way past the airport” to 
Foxfield next time. We need it in email or fax 
form please.

Worth Repeating
“I don’t like to sweat with other people – I’m not 
sure I like to sweat with myself.”
Trainer’s wife Sheila Fisher, when informed of 
jockey George Hundt Jr.’s “hot yoga” workout.

Question to Betty Moran, who was waiting to be 
interviewed at Radnor: “Well, don’t you run the show?”
Answer from Moran, the race chair: “Oh, it’s running . . .”

“I never go anywhere without my TV antenna.”
Lornie Forbes, seen carting an antenna 

for her husband Sam Slater’s company HCP Sports at Radnor

“Listening to you guys watch a race together is like listening to 
Amos and Andy.”

Trainer Tom Voss, who couldn’t take the banter between ST’s 
Joe Clancy and trainer Jack Fisher during the first at Radnor

“I never spoke to the guy again.”
Fisher, about the bloodstock agent who said duke Of earl 

was 15 hands, 3 inches tall (he’s barely 15 hands)

What’s in a Name?
Pierrot Lunaire. Obviously French or Italian or something, the 

Iroquois winner’s name adds a little performance art to steeple-
chasing. Pierrot is a stock character in mime, who is often seen 
as a fool. Lunaire as an adjective refers to the moon (lunar, of the 
moon). A pierrot lunaire would be a moonstruck fool. 

In addition, Pierrot Lunaire was a progressive folk band from 
Italy. The group released two albums: a self-titled one in 1974 and 
Gudrun in 1976. The latter is regarded as a classic by many fans 
of progressive rock.

el Viaje. Owners/breeders Sondra and Howard Bender com-
bined the Radnor maiden winner’s sire, El Prado, with dam, Travel-
lining, to come up with this one. In English, it means “The Jour-
ney.”

Reading Material
A phalanx of steeplechase people showed up for a flight from 

Baltimore to Nashville, and all packed something to read. Variety 
was the name of the game . . . Tom Voss: The New York Post; 
Mimi Voss: The Baltimore Sun;  Melanie Maloney: The Washing-
ton Post; Sheila Fisher: The latest best-seller on her Kindle; Jack 
Fisher: Daily Racing Form; ST’s Joe Clancy: Sports Illustrated. 
They all switched to Steeplechase Times (well, all but Joe).

History Lessons
Want to have some fun? Go to the vasteeplehase.com site and 

look up some old reports. The data heads at Morven Park have 
compiled point-to-point results that go back decades and you can 
pull up all sorts of fun things. Did you know George Hundt Jr. rode 
Snickerpops in pony races or that Mary Teter (new Guessford) 
rode Jenaloo Joe at Foxcatcher Point-to-Point in 1987?

Postcard  from High Hope
Dear Joe and Sean,

The papers arrived on Friday and I got them around with no trouble. At the event, I placed them in the hospitality 

tent; the members enclosure; on the tables of the preferred seating and in the private tents of the various sponsors. 

They were well received. In fact, if I had taken every beer that was offered to me as I went around, you would have 

found me sitting up against the fence, mumbling incoherently and then poured me back into my truck. And that 

would have been well before first post. Fortunately, I paced myself.

I helped set-up the fences on Wednesday and then helped take them down and put up the timber fences yes-

terday. Another resume builder; I can now add jump assembler to the list of odd things that I can do. Also, I saw Richard Hutchinson for what has 

become our annual get-together. It was good to catch-up with him.

The David Mullins Maiden Hurdle was bittersweet. He would have loved it. Gerry O’Meara almost single-handedly put it together and it is a great 

legacy to his friend. Hopefully it becomes an annual race on the card.

All in all it was a great day: perfect weather and a good crowd. Horses and riders all came back safe, with only minor spills along the way, which 

spells success no matter how you look at it. Take care, 

Clark Nyberg  Steeplechase fan and part-time ST delivery guy

 Call Ruth Clancy
(302) 740-0464 Prudential, Fox, Roach

  (302) 999-9999 Two Rowes Farm near Fair Hill, Maryland

For horses and their people. people.
O wn 15 acres near Fair Hill and convenient to I-95.  

Brick ranch with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Hardwood floors.  
Two-car garage. Fruit trees and pond. Two outbuildings.  
Easy to add stalls and fencing. $525,000.

Jamey Price
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. While it may feel like the 2009 season just started we’re nearing the halfway point. But what did 
we learn? Nashville reminded us why nothing’s decided until they run the races. At Radnor, Tax Ruling announced his 
presence while Irish Prince reinvented his. High Hope and Willowdale gave a look at the future, equine and human. It’s 
been a wild spring, thanks for coming along for the ride. We’ll see you at Fair Hill – near the windows.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 5-7

Favorable Verdict
Tax Ruling blew away the field in the National Hunt Cup and kept a memorable spring 
going for Irv Naylor and Desmond Fogarty; former timber champ Irish Prince found 
his form in the Radnor Hunt Cup and Voss, Sheppard and Fisher all took trips to the 
winner’s circle on a day that saw the circuit’s best flex their muscles. 
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Onward and Upward
Slip Away won his 2009 debut, ran his winning streak to five and said goodbye to 
the claiming ranks with an easy win at High Hope; Robbie Walsh doubled on the day 
and What A Prize was on his best behavior as the jumpers visited Lexington. 
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Pages 11-14

Shocker!
Pierrot Lunaire upset the apple cart in the Iroquois and in the process showed that 
two-time champion Good Night Shirt is human (well, equine) after all. Dynaskill 
picked a great time to get her first win, Planets Aligned returned to his best and 
Patriot’s Path put the bridesmaid tag to rest once and for all. 

Page 19

Halfway Home
Jim McVey’s Don’t Know Stable heads the pack as we venture towards the sum-
mer session, but his lead is far from secure in Pick 6 contest. Check out the top 24 
stables to see who’s where. Did you make the cut? 
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Pages 16-18

Quick Study
Jacob Roberts rode only two sanctioned hurdle races in 2008; a year later the 26-
year-old native of Puerto Rico landed in the winner’s circle at Willowdale. Check out 
his story along with the rest of the action from Kennett Square.

‘Pick 
Six’



Friday, May 22, 2009	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  5

Times
MALVERN, Pa. – Desmond Foga-

rty, horse whisperer. Well, horse travel 
agent anyway. The Maryland-based 
trainer thinks he’s found the key to the 
on-again, off-again form of his horse 
Tax Ruling.

And the results don’t lie.
Irv Naylor’s 6-year-old ran a solid 

field of novice hurdlers into the ground 
to win the $75,000 BNY Mellon Na-
tional Hunt Cup (Gr. II) at the Radnor 
Hunt Races May 16 – improving to 
2-for-3 this year and confirming a grow-
ing suspicion for Fogarty.

“I’m figuring him out a little bit more 
as we go along,” the trainer said. “If 
you look at his form, many of the rac-
es where he’s run poorly are where he 
shipped overnight and it’s been hot. His 
best races are a day’s ship – Virginia or 
up here – and in the cooler weather.”

In 2008, Tax Ruling broke his maid-
en at Strawberry Hill (a day trip) in 
April, pulled up at Saratoga (an over-
nighter) in August, finished second at 
Great Meadow (day) in October, lost by 
16 lengths at Callaway Gardens (anoth-
er overnighter) in November. This year, 

he won an allowance on his return to 
Strawberry Hill and fell at the Queen’s 
Cup (overnighter) in North Carolina.

Fogarty isn’t silly enough to give all 
the credit to the comforts of home, but 
will try not to chance it again after a 
Radnor performance that vaulted Tax 
Ruling into the season’s top three with 
$60,000 earned. The winner (Darren 
Nagle) streaked to the early lead, settled 
into a galloping/jumping cadence and 
shrugged off minor challenges to win by 
12 lengths over Terpsichorean (Robbie 
Walsh) and The Price Of Love (Danielle 
Hodsdon) in 4:45 for the 2 3/8 miles. 

Highweight and 2008 novice cham-
pion The Price Of Love made a mistake 
at the third fence and ran an even race 
while nipping Atrium for the show spot. 
Dictina’s Boy (second to the favorite at 
Atlanta) ducked off course after about a 
mile. Tax Ruling put up a testing pace, 
but skipped away from the closers in 
the stretch.

“I was delighted with the way he was 
traveling and I loved the way he pricked 

his ears in front and seemed happy 
there,” said Fogarty. “I wondered when 
they were going to get him and you 
could see him go away with Darren. 
Coming to the last, the boys were all at 
work behind him and Darren was just 
sitting, I said ‘this horse is going to win’ 
and he did.”

Bred but never raced by the Phipps 
Stable, Tax Ruling was sold to Naylor 
early and raced over hurdles for trainer 
Bruce Miller as a 3-year-old. In 2007, 
he made two flat starts for Jonathan 
Sheppard and moved to Fogarty’s care 

that fall. Over jumps, the son of Dy-
naformer and the Mr. Prospector mare 
Finder’s Fee (a Grade I winner) sports a 
3-for-11 mark.

Because he’s owned by Naylor, Tax 
Ruling may be destined for timber but 
Fogarty will stick to hurdles for now. 
The Radnor win could warrant a trip to 
Saratoga (though Fogarty is reluctant) 
or a start against even tougher company 
this fall.

“He might deserve a crack at a Grade 
I someday the way he ran today, but I 

Tod Marks
Tax Ruling (darren nagle) flies the last on the way to victory in the national Hunt Cup.

No Refunds
Tax Ruling pays off in novice;
Irish Prince finds old form in timber

by jOe clancy RAdNoR HuNT RAces
Saturday, May 16

See radnor page 6 

G. Robert Blanchard, Beatrice Patterson, Susan W. Sensor, Laura T. Shull, Henry F. Stern, 
Adair B. Stifel, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, James H. Whitner IV

President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer Executive Director Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

...that the National Steeplechase 
Foundation has made grants to 
NSA race meets for course improvement 
and equipment? There are few things as 
important in steeplechase racing than 
the race courses themselves. Properly 
maintained courses lead to safer 
races, longer careers for horses, and 
better investments for owners. The 
Foundation encourages proactive 
course maintenance throughout the 
circuit.
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Radnor Hunt Races
Malvern, Pa. Saturday, May 16. Turf: good.

1st. $25,000 SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
1. El Viaje  L  154 Whelan
2. Strategic Vission  L  142  Petty
3. Global Genius (Ire)  L  154  Walsh
4. Artist’s Stroke   149  Mackenzie
5. News Flash  L   149  Santoro
6. Sermonize  L   149  Nagle
PU. Whistling Deputy  L  154  Aizpuru
PU. Sonic Charm  L  154  Slater
Mgn: 3. Time: 4:50. 
O: Sondra Bender. T: Tom Voss.
Ch. g. 7. El Prado-Travelling, Miswaki. 
Bred by Sondra & Howard Bender (Md).

2nd. $30,000. Allow. (nW1X) hurdle. 2-3/8 miles. 
1. Arcadius  L   143  Nagle 
2. Great Gusto  L  144  Young
3. Fogcutter  L  148  Whelan
4. C R’s Deputy  L  144  Walsh
5. It’s My Choice (NZ)  L  156  Dowling
6. Monsieur Henri  L  148  Aizpuru
F. Twister Crossing  L  144  Petty
F. Right Hand Red  L   147  Santoro 
PU. Normandy Tower  L  148  Hodsdon
PU. London Grove  L  145  Rafter
Mgn: 1. Time: 4:48.
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 5. Giant’s Causeway-Unify, Farma Way. 
Bred by Jayeff B. Stables (Ky).

3rd. $40,000. Timber stakes. 3-1/4 miles. 
The Radnor Hunt Cup.

1. Irish Prince (NZ)  L  155  Aizpuru
2. Uppercut   150  Chalfin
3. J. Alfred Prufrock   165  Somers
4. Major Price  L  151  Roberts
5. Erin Go Bragh (NZ)  L  160  Young
6. Radio Flyer (Ire)  L  155  Petty 
PU. Orison  L  150  Rafter
PU. Straight Gin  L  155  Walsh
PU. Brimson   155  Miller
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 6:44 3/5.
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 10. Prince Of Praise-Jane Irish (NZ), Take 
Your Partner (Aus). Bred by B.G. Keil (NZ).

4th. $75,000. nov. hurdle stakes. 2-3/8 miles.
nW prior to March 1, 2008.

The national Hunt Cup (Gr. II).
1. Tax Ruling  L  153  Nagle
2. Terpsichorean  L  150  Walsh
3. The Price Of Love  L  159  Hodsdon
4. Atrium  L  150  Aizpuru
5. Dynantonia  L  154  Ryan
6. Spy In The Sky  L  153  McVicar
7. Northern Bay  L  138  Young
OC. Dictina’s Boy  L  150  Whelan
PU. Flight Briefing  L  138  Petty
Mgn: 12. Time: 4:45.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6. Dynaformer-Fantastic Find, Mr. 
Prospector. Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky). 

5th. $25,000. Clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
$25,000-$15,000 clm. price.

1. Duke Of Earl (Ire)  L  145  Aizpuru
2. Bow Strada (GB)  L  155  Miller 
3. Sweep Domino (Chi)  L   140  Mackenzie
4. Motel Affair  L  145  Whelan
5. Gliding (NZ)  L  150  Young
6. Underbidder  L  148  Hodsdon
7. Fantorini  L  145  Murphy
PU. No Pleasing  L  137  Petty
PU. Charismic American  L   144  Nagle
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 5:05 3/5.
O: Ann Stern. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 10. Ali-Royal (Ire)-Faye (GB), Monsanto 
(Fr). Bred by Noel Finegan (Ire).

6th. $20,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
$30,000-$25,000 clm. price.

1. So Amazing (Ire)  L   151  McVicar
2. Classic Move  L  148  Whelan 
3. Reveillon  L  148  Rafter
4. National Guard  L  144  Walsh
PU. Star For Tina  L  156  Petty
PU. The Editor  L  139  Murphy
PU. Pleasant Top  L  136  Aizpuru
PU. Dramatic Arts   156  Miller
Mgn: 8 1/2. Time: 4:55.
O: Randleston Farm. T: Jimmy Day.
B. g. 5. Galileo (Ire)-Uliana, Darshaan (GB). 
Bred by Mr. & Mrs. Bertram Firestone (Ire). 

don’t want to ship him too far or run in the heat,” said 
the trainer. “He’ll jump and he seems like he wants a 
trip, and there will be plenty of time for timber.”

• Before the $40,000 Bellevue Radnor Hunt Cup 
timber stakes, the talk centered on one of trainer 
Sanna Hendriks’ two starters – and it wasn’t multiple 
stakes winner Irish Prince. No, the buzz focused on 
Radio Flyer (whose career consisted of one prior start, 
a 2007 win at Willowdale). 

Mocking the handicappers, Irish Prince won for the 
first time in 19 months – charging from off the pace 
to score by 1 1/4 lengths in 6:44 3/5 for the 3 1/2 
miles. Major Price set a rapid early pace and opened 
a long lead, followed by Erin Go Bragh, Radio Flyer 
and J. Alfred Prufrock. Irish Prince (Aizpuru) dropped 
back to seventh in the field of 10, and waited. When 
the leader started to tire, Erin Go Bragh and Radio 
Flyer looked poised to take over but faltered as well – 
opening the gate for Irish Prince. He charged through 
and had plenty left as fellow closers Uppercut (Jake 
Chalfin) and J. Alfred Prufrock (Conrad Somers) com-
pleted the triple.

Irish Prince went 4-for-4 en route to the timber 
championship in 2007, but hadn’t won since taking 
the New Jersey Hunt Cup in October of that year. 
His six subsequent starts included two seconds and 
two thirds, but weren’t as sharp as his championship 
form.

“I’m thrilled with him, and for him,” said Hen-
driks. “He’s just been missing. I was disappointed that 
he didn’t win at Winterthur (a second to More Fas-
cination May 3) and figured if he couldn’t win that 
he wasn’t going to win races. I thought Radio Flyer 
would run well and wasn’t sure what to expect from 
Irish Prince.”

Hendriks’ horse delivered excellence, making like 
a hurdler by relaxing early and kicking over the final 

quarter-mile. Radio Flyer finished a distant sixth un-
der Irish Prince’s regular jockey Jody Petty.

“Jody wanted to ride Irish Prince, out of loyalty to 
him more than anything, but I thought the other horse 
would run better,” said Hendriks. “You never know. I 
feel bad for Jody, but I’m happy for the horse. He’s not 
as fast as he used to be, he makes a little more noise 
with his wind, but he tries his tail off every time.”

• Early in the opener, a $25,000 maiden hurdle, 
Jack Fisher barked to Tom Voss “tell your guy to take 
a hold of that horse.” Voss countered with “I told him 
to do that. He’s not going to let your horse get away 
and it might help my other horse.”

Fisher’s Whistling Deputy took a quick early lead. 
Voss’ News Flash (probably not on purpose) tugged 
Billy Santoro into second while Voss’ other entry, El 
Viaje, dropped back to last. 

By the stretch, Whistling Deputy was pulling up, 
News Flash was laboring and El Viaje was flying. The 
first steeplechaser for longtime Maryland flat owner 

Sondra Bender passed everyone to win his jump debut. 
El Viaje (Padge Whelan) produced a seasoned perfor-
mance to defeat Strategic Vission (Petty) by 3 lengths 
with Global Genius (Robbie Walsh) third in 4:50 for 
the 2 3/8 miles.

A three-time winner on the flat for Bender and 
trainer Larry Murray, El Viaje straddled the gap be-
tween claimers and minor stakes in the Mid-Atlantic 
while trying to make his late kick pay off. 

“Larry Murray said they just couldn’t find anything 
long enough for him,” said Voss. “He just gallops. 
Here, there was enough pace in the race where they 
slowed down at the end for him.”

• Arcadius (Nagle) made every step count in the 
$30,000 allowance hurdle, charging from deep in the 
field of 10 to win by a length despite not getting the 
lead until the race’s final strides. The Irish hurdle win-
ner came into 2009 with a little fanfare thanks to his 
connections, owner Hudson River Farm and trainer 

Radnor –
 Continued from page 5

See radnor page 7 

Tod Marks
Arcadius (far left, darren nagle) goes after the 
leaders in the allowance hurdle.
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Jonathan Sheppard, but lost his jockey 
at Stoneybrook and finished a well-
beaten fifth at Middleburg.

Things were different at Radnor as 
Nagle set up shop far back in the field 
behind the pace attended by Normandy 
Tower, London Grove and CR’s Dep-
uty among others. Great Gusto (Petty) 
made what looked like a winning move 
into the stretch and took a short lead 
after the last fence only to be run down 
late. Fogcutter (Whelan) finished third 
as the winner covered the 2 3/8 miles in 
4:48 2/5.

A $500,000 sales yearling at Keenel-
and, Arcadius lost his way after just 
two starts on the flat (one win) in 2007 
while part of the Coolmore operation. 
He sold at the Tattersalls horses in train-
ing sale for 8,500 guineas and made his 
jump debut a year ago, and soon came 
to Sheppard’s attention.

“I was told about him after his first 
start over hurdles, but by the time I 
got to really look at him he’d won his 
next start,” said the trainer. “He was 
actually worth a little less to us at that 
point. He’s been a bit of a project, but 
was good enough today and is getting 
better.”

• Duke Of Earl can be called many 
things – small, old, well-traveled – but 
until Radnor he had never been referred 
to as a front-runner. Xavier Aizpuru put 
the 10-year-old on the front end and nev-
er looked back as Duke Of Earl repeated 
his victory in the open claimer for trainer 
Jack Fisher and owner Ann Stern.

“He’s never been in front in his life so 
maybe that’s the new Duke,” Fisher said 
afterward. “He’s such a good jumper – 
that’s why he runs good around here. 
He’d make some kid a nice junior 
(show) horse.”

Not yet. Duke Of Earl has more rac-
ing to do. He won for the 10th time in 
61 career starts (flat and jumps) and will 
be a player in the claiming/starter divi-
sion awhile longer. At Radnor, he im-
proved on a third in his seasonal debut 
at Great Meadow and defeated fellow 
veteran Bow Strada (Chip Miller) by 2 
1/2 lengths with Sweep Domino (Rod-
erick Mackenzie) third in 5:05 3/5 for 
the 2 3/8 miles.

An Irish-bred, Duke Of Earl im-
proved his Radnor record to two wins 
and two seconds in four tries.

“I figured if I was ever going to do 
it from the front end, today would be 
as good a day as any,” said Aizpuru. “I 
can make up more ground around these 
turns on him than I can anywhere on 
any horse. He’s just awesome to ride.”

• Last spring at Nashville, So Amaz-
ing made a lot of noise in his jump debut 
– opening 30 lengths on the field while 
running off before fading in the stretch to 
finish second. He was more productive at 
Radnor, racing prominently throughout 
and floating away late to score by 8 1/2 
lengths in the finale, a $20,000 maiden 

claiming hurdle for Randleston Farm 
and trainer Jimmy Day.

So Amazing (Liam McVicar) let 
Pleasant Top take the early lead, took 
over with about a half-mile to go and 
won easily in 4:55 for the 2 3/8 miles. 
First-timer Classic Move took second 
with Reveillon a late-running third.

“I’ve never been happy about getting 
run away with before, not as bad as 
Iroquois though,” said McVicar. “Say-
ing that, I got him to settle in behind 
the horse. He was good until the second 
time down the back, and he went faster 
up the hill than coming down and then 
I couldn’t pull him up. He jumped really 
good, a big improvement, and hopefully 
he can step up from that.”

Radnor –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Irish Prince (Xavier Aizpuru) fights to the wire in the Radnor Hunt Cup timber stakes.

Tod Marks
duke Of earl (Xavier Aizpuru) heads for home.

Five wins and $121,650 from 21 spring starts

thank the owners, jockeys and team 
that made it happen.

Come join us!

Richard Valentine  •  540-270-1819  •  valentine20198@peoplepc.com
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Whitewood Stable & Richard Valentine 
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“Save the Date”
2009 SOTA Steeplechase Conference

Saturday, June 27 at the Dulles Marriott Hotel
45020 Aviation Drive, Dulles, VA 

$50 per person.

For information, call Gary Baker at 540-687-3455

Last fall Ken Ramsey told Steeple-
chase Times he was looking forward to 
testing Slip Away, his champion claimer 
of 2008, against better competition the 
following spring. That day seems all but 
imminent judging by Slip Away’s 5 1/4-
length win in the $15,000 starter allow-
ance at the High Hope Steeplechase in 
Lexington, Ky. May 17.

Slip Away (Padge Whelan) won his 
2009 debut for trainer Tom Voss, over-
powering Sunshine Numbers (Jody Pet-
ty) and Four Schools (Robbie Walsh), 
and in the process signaling his readiness 
for loftier assignments down the road.

“We’re hoping to move him up the 
ladder and try some stakes with him in 
the near future,” Ramsey said. “He ran 
so well last year in winning the title and 
now to see him come back running at 
High Hope, that gives me a lot of confi-
dence for the future.”

Slip Away broke his maiden at High 
Hope last spring, disappointed at Sara-
toga and then scored easy victories in 
the claiming/starter ranks at Morven 
Park, Aiken, Camden and Palm Beach. 

At High Hope, the 6-year-old son of 
Skip Away picked up right where he left 
off, stalking the early lead of Sunshine 
Numbers and drawing clear late while 

getting the 2 1/8 miles in 3:58 4/5.
Ramsey lives in nearby Nicholasville 

and has campaigned such flat track stars 
as Roses In May, Kitten’s Joy and Precious 
Kitten with his wife Sarah. He headed to 
High Hope looking forward to thrilling 
his hometown crowd once more.

“What an enjoyable day. It’s always 
nice to win a race at my home course so 
to speak, and I had a big family entou-
rage there and I have quite a big ego, 
so it worked out great,” Ramsey joked. 
“We legged him up on the farm here 
in Kentucky and I think Tom had him 
about six weeks. So for him to run like 
he did shows what a great job Tom and 
his staff did with him.”

• Ornery, head-strong and hell-bent 
on getting his way. Fast, athletic and a 
winner over hurdles.

All reasonable ways to describe Cary 
Jackson’s What A Prize.

Trained by Doug Fout, What A Prize 
(Paddy Young) overwhelmed six rivals 
in the opener, a $15,000 maiden claimer. 
The 7-year-old son of Prized held a mea-
sured 2-length lead early and then accel-
erated in the stretch to score by 15 3/4 

lengths over Sand Box Rules (Walsh) and 
I Know Its Not (Willie Dowling). The fi-
nal time for the 2 1/8 miles was 4:09.

What A Prize made his hurdle debut 
in March 2008 at Camden, running a 
distant sixth behind eventual novice 
champion The Price Of Love. After a 
brief foray into Alicia Murphy’s barn, 
What A Prize returned to Fout to pre-
pare for 2009. He made his seasonal 
debut at Great Meadow May 2, run-
ning second to The Manner Born in a 
$15,000 maiden claimer and Fout head-
ed to High Hope confident the best was 
yet to come.

“He had a wind operation last year 
and it didn’t take, so we had to go back 
in and do it again. He’s starting to get his 
act together and we finally have him go-
ing the right way,” Fout said. “He’s got 
a pretty bad attitude and he is a really 
difficult horse to train. He’s got to have 
things his way and his way only or he 
can come unglued. But he’s turned into 
a good jumper and he’s beginning to pay 
off after some difficult stretches.”

• Walsh got off of Blue Rider at 
Strawberry Hill April 11 as frustrated as 
he was impressed after the Whitewood 
Stable runner finished fifth in his hurdle 
debut. The Richard Valentine trainee 

did what many horses do in their first 
run over hurdles; test their jockeys’ pa-
tience and resolve.

“He can be a pretty quirky horse to 
ride,” Walsh said. “At Strawberry Hill I 
didn’t think he was going that well early 
on and didn’t expect too much but then 
I asked him to run a bit and there was 
plenty there. It left me with a lot of con-
fidence for the next time.”

The 6-year-old son of A.P. Indy re-
warded Walsh at High Hope with a 
7-length win in the $25,000 Sport of 
Kings maiden. Blue Rider settled in sixth 
during the early stages while Mabou 
carved out the early pace in the 2 1/8-
mile affair. Walsh began picking off hors-
es around the far turn and had his sights 
set on Mabou when that rival tossed 
Padge Whelan at the 11th. Walsh found 
himself in front, and Blue Rider did the 
rest, drawing off late over Diamond 
Fever (Liam McVicar) and Philthetap 
(Danielle Hodsdon). The winner covered 
the distance in 4:07 2/5.

“When Mabou fell at the second-
last it left us in front a bit earlier than I 
would have wanted but he just pricked 
his ears and went about his business and 
it turned out it wasn’t too soon at all,” 
Walsh said. “He got a lot out of that 

Jamey Price
Slip Away (Padge Whelan) gallops away from Sunshine numbers late in the starter allowance.

Looking up
Claiming champion Slip Away 
may aim high after romp in debut

by brian nadeaU HigH Hope RAces
Sunday, May 17

Flying Your Way!

Based in Wilmington, Delaware
• 7 passenger freshly refurbished Citation jet
• Aviation Research Group “Gold” rating
• Flight Safety Gold pilots
• We own and operate our jet
Contact us at 1-866-FLY-JETUS Air Carrier Certificate JU4A765K

www.flyjetus.com

See high hope page 10 

Matt Wooley/Eclipse Sportswire
What A Prize (center, Paddy Young) shows the way in the maiden claimer.
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North American Point-to-Point Association

THANK YOU to all trainers, seasoned jockeys, volunteers, owners, officials, and others who make the time to 
encourage young jockey development by supporting NAPPA Races, Clinics and the Summer Junior Racing Program. 

Learn more about educational opportunities for aspiring young steeplechase jockeys at www.NAPTP.com 
and look for our Young Rider Summer Steeplechase Camp slated for early August.

Support Amateur Racing by becoming a NAPPA member or making a tax-deductible donation today!

Fritz Boniface
Queen’s Cup ...................................... 1st Open Timber
Winterthur ......................................... 3rd Maiden Timber
Greenspring Point-to-Point  .............. 1st Open Timber
Plumsted Point-to-Point ................... 1st Novice Timber

Casanova Point-to-Point ................... 1st Amateur Hurdle
Bull Run Point-to-Point ..................... 2nd Maiden Timber
Bull Run Point-to-Point ..................... 2nd Amateur Flat

Sarah Green
Potomac Point-to-Point .................... 1st Restricted Flat
Howard County Point-to-Point .......... 3rd Ladies Timber

Potomac Point-to-Point .................... 2nd Restricted Flat

Gina Perri
Potomac Point-to-Point .................... 3rd Restricted Flat

Plumsted Point-to-Point ................... 1st Foxhunter Timber
Cheshire Point-to-Point ..................... 1st Foxhunter Timber

2009 Leading Lady Rider Delaware Valley Pt-to-Pt Assoc.

My Lady’s Manor .............................. 2nd Amateur Hwt. Timber 
Grand National .................................. 3rd Amateur Allow. Timber
Green Spring Point-to-Point .............. 1st Ladies Timber
Elkridge-Harford Point-to-Point ........ 1st Ladies Timber
Howard County Point-to-Point .......... 2nd Ladies Timber
Brandywine Point-to-Point ................ 1st Foxhunters Timber
Potomac Point-to-Point .................... 1st Ladies Flat

The North American Point-to-Point Association 
congratulates its graduate jockeys on a stellar first season in the “big leagues”

Robert Keller

Jamey Price
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GO WITH A WINNER

2007 timber champion
Irish Prince added the  
2009 Radnor Hunt Cup 
timber stakes to his record.

2007 timber champion
Irish Prince added the  
2009 Radnor Hunt Cup 
timber stakes to his record.

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net
610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and more. 

5 wins in 17 starts in 2009 for 29% 
“strike rate” through May 22.

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and more. 

5 wins in 17 starts in 2009 for 29% 
“strike rate” through May 22.

JJ

Tod Marks

first run at Strawberry Hill and he really moved forward. 
It’s the type of effort that bodes well for his future.”

• Walsh picked up a double when he guided Irv Naylor’s 
N J Devil to a front-running score in the $10,000 maiden 
timber. While Walsh brought his notebook to the paddock 
for review prior to Blue Rider’s win, he sat back and lis-
tened to trainer Desmond Fogarty about N J Devil.

“I had never ridden him before so I talked to Desmond 
in the paddock and he told me to go out and make the run-
ning, and that’s what we did. He settled nicely and jumped 
the last and really dug in,” Walsh said. “As a freelance jock-
ey, riding horses for the first time is something I do a lot, so 
it’s not that much of a change for me, especially with older 
horses who have some experience. If I get on a maiden it 
can help to have ridden him in the past, but with the expe-
rienced horses it’s not that much of a change.”

N J Devil assumed the lead from the start, set a measured 
pace and withstood a late rally from Dig This Hoss (Adam 
Helders) and Harry’s Firebolt (Young) to score for the first 
time from five starts over timber. The winner covered the 3 
1/8 miles in 6:23 3/5.

High Hope –
 Continued from page 8

Matt Wooley/Eclipse Sportswire
Blue Rider (right, Robbie Walsh) takes advantage of a mistake by Mabou at the second-last to take control of the $25,000 
maiden hurdle. diamond Fever finished second.

1st. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 claiming price.

1. What A Prize (NZ)  L  156  Young
2. Sand Box Rules  L  148  Walsh
3. I Know Its Not  L  156  Dowling
4. Dutch Smoke  L   143  Helders
5. Heir Apparent (SAF)  L  148  Traurig 
6. Decisive Play  L  152  Hodsdon 
PU. Rubicon  L  156  Whelan
Mgn: 15 3/4. Time: 4:09.
O: Cary Jackson. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 7. Prized-Folie A Deux (NZ), Citidancer 
(Ire). Bred by T.O. Harrison (NZ).

2nd. $15,000. Starter alw. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
Started for $20,000 or less in 2008-2009.

1. Slip Away  L  154  Whelan 
2. Sunshine Numbers  L  150  Petty
3. Four Schools (Ire)  L  154  Walsh
4. Free Admission  L  142  Hodsdon
5. Cuse  L   137  McVicar
6. Mark The Shark  L  154  Dowling
Mgn: 5 1/4. Time: 3:58 4/5.
O: Ken and Sarah Ramsey. T: Tom Voss.
Gr/Ro. g. 6. Skip Away-Aurora Slew, Slew’s 
Royalty. Bred by Glencrest Farm, Trontz & 
Madison (Ky).

3rd. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Blue Rider  L  154  Walsh
2. Diamond Fever  L   149  McVicar
3. Philthetap  L  144  Hodsdon
4. Sovietspi (NZ)  L  154  Petty
5. Sailaway Pops  L  144  Young
F. Johann Star  L  154  Traurig
F. Mabou  L  154  Whelan
PU. Crackmeup  L   149  Helders
Mgn: 7. Time: 4:07:2/5.
O: Whitewood Stable. T: Richard Valentine. 
Ch. g. 6. A.P. Indy-Bluemamba, Kingmambo. 
Bred by Skymarc Farm (Ky).

4th. $10,000. Maiden timber. 3-1/8 miles.
1. N J Devil  L  165  Walsh
2. Dig This Hoss  L   160  Helders
3. Harry’s Firebolt  L  165  Young
4. Mickie Blue (Ire)  L  165  Whelan
5. Algezir    160  McVicar
PU. Hey Doctor  L  165  Read
PU. Gather No Moss  L  165  Traurig
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 6:23:3/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Ch. g. 10. Pappa Riccio-Rosalind K., Chas 
Conerly. Bred by Barbara Ulrichsen (NJ).

High Hope Steeplechase  •  Lexington, Ky. Sunday, May 17  •  Turf: firm.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Try this trip on for size: Eng-
land Friday, Amsterdam Saturday, New York Sunday, 
Pennsylvania Tuesday, Tennessee Saturday.

Pierrot Lunaire traveled 4,886 miles in a week to 
report to his new job as an American steeplechaser. 

Maybe that’s why he han-
dled 3 miles in the Iroquois so 
well. Making his first start for 
local owner Calvin Houghland, 
Pierrot Lunaire upset two-time 
steeplechase champion Good 
Night Shirt in the $150,000 

Iroquois May 9 at Percy Warner Park. 
“He’s had a busy schedule, that’s for sure,” said 

trainer Bruce Miller. “He got to my farm Tuesday, we 
schooled him Wednesday afternoon and we shipped 
Thursday morning at 3 o’clock. But he handled it. He 
never stopped eating, he never stopped doing well.”

The only Grade I stakes of the spring, the Iroquois 
was meant to be a coronation for Good Night Shirt. He 
won the last two runnings en route to Eclipse Awards 
as champion steeplechaser, came in with a seven-race 
winning streak and attempted to turn an unprecedent-

ed three-peat in the historic stakes. The field included 
Temple Gwathmey winner Isti Bee (third to the favor-
ite in the Carolina Cup), novice stakes winner Swag-
ger Stick, ambitious veterans Chivite and Cradle Will 
Rock and unknown English import Pierrot Lunaire.

Predictably, Isti Bee (Paddy Young) went to the front 
but soon yielded to Good Night Shirt (Willie Dowling) 
as the horses lined up single file while conserving en-
ergy in the soft turf. Chivite set up in second, followed 
by Cradle Will Rock, Isti Bee, Swagger Stick and 
Pierrot Lunaire. Halfway through, Good Night Shirt 
maintained a 2-length advantage and looked comfort-
able. As usual, the real drama started on the backside. 
Chivite (Xavier Aizpuru) pressed the leader, Cradle 
Will Rock (Danielle Hodsdon) tried to keep pace and 
the winner finally advanced from last. Good Night 

Shirt powered over the third-last to snatch a precious 
few lengths, but Pierrot Lunaire matched him. Both 
horses landed to the left over the second-last – mid-
way on the turn – and headed for the stretch. In one 
final surge, Good Night Shirt pushed away to a short 
advantage before the last. 

Reacting to jockey Chip Miller’s request, Pierrot 
Lunaire went to his right lead a few strides before the 
final fence, reached the leader’s girth at takeoff and 
touched down with a slight lead.

Looking tired for the first time in years, Good Night 
Shirt could not respond and Pierrot Lunaire powered 
past to win by 3 lengths in 6:27 4/5. Chivite, another 
Houghland/Miller horse, stayed for third. 

Hello
America

Tod Marks
Pierrot Lunaire (left, Chip Miller) and Good night Shirt (Willie dowling) slug it out to the finish in the Iroquois.

Import Pierrot Lunaire 
shocks ‘Shirt’ in debut

by jOe clancy

iRoquois 
sTeepLecHAse

Saturday, May 9

          See iroquois page 12  



12  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, May 22, 2009

Hammered by rain in the week prior 
to the race, the Iroquois course turned 
up soft and was thoroughly thrashed 
by the Iroquois – the day’s seventh race. 
Miller surrendered position for smooth-
er turf throughout and felt it paid off.

“I gave up so much ground but I kept 
telling myself it might work,” he said. 
“I did that on Grenade at Saratoga one 
year, I just stayed four-wide the whole 
way and it makes a huge difference. 
This ground is so torn up after six races. 
I walked  around it after the fourth race 
and the inside three lanes were mud, 
just muck.”

Able to take that late walk because 
he had no other rides on the day, Miller 

crafted the strategy to give his horse a 
chance against Good Night Shirt. The 
favorite proved plenty gallant, however, 
and yielded grudgingly after doing most 
of the work on the lead.

“When the Shirt jumped the way he 
did down the back, I had to catch him, 
he wasn’t coming back,” said Miller. 
“He ran great. The ground had to hurt 
him, he was going faster than I was for 
2 miles. I found good ground, but my 
horse still had to come with a run, still 
had to be game.”

Houghland likes nothing more than 
winning the Iroquois. The Nashville 
resident rode in the first running (1941), 
won the second and came into 2009 
with four wins as an owner. At 92, he 
told Bruce Miller to find a contender. 
The trainer had another horse selected 
ahead of Pierrot Lunaire.

“He was a novice and he was not up 

to this race,” said the trainer. “I liked 
this horse, too, and went over to see 
him but I didn’t think we were going to 
get him. I gave up.”

Houghland bought Pierrot Lunaire 
from top English trainer Paul Nicholls 
in time – barely. The 5-year-old son of 
War Chant was bred in Kentucky by 
Skymarc Farm and went to Europe as a 
flat prospect. He lost all six flat starts in 
France in 2006-07 and sold to Nicholls 
client Highflyer Bloodstock for 100,000 
euros at France’s Arqana Autumn Sales 
in 2007. Sent hurdling in 2008, he won 
two of his first four including a classy 
novice at Aintree in April 2008 and was 
mentioned as a Champion Hurdle con-
tender. 

His career nosedived with back-to-
back heavy falls at Aintree (October) 
and Kempton (December) last year, but 
he rebounded with a second at Fontwell 
in February. More disappointment fol-
lowed, however, as Pierrot Lunaire fin-
ished 24th of 27 in the Coral Cup at the 
Cheltenham Festival.

He looked outgunned in the Iro-
quois until his jockey engineered an 
upset. A winner of 208 career races 
coming in, tops among active jockeys, 
Chip Miller was 0-for-10 in the Iro-
quois with two seconds in (Best Attack 
in 2008 and Lonesome Glory in 1997) 
and two thirds (High Card in 1999 and 
Mistico in 1996). These days, Miller 
brings experience and veteran savvy to 
any mount, but he’s limited to higher 
weighted horses and does not get the 
rides he once did.

“I’m old enough now that the Colo-
nial Cup, Turf Writers and the Iroquois 
are the three races that I want to win 
before I’m done,” said Miller, 38. “It’s 
not the money, it’s not even that it’s 
the best race of the spring, it’s riding a 
good horse. He gave me three or four 
fences that were just great. And the grit. 
You don’t win the Iroquois on talent, 
you win it on determination. You have 
to have talent, but it’s a dogfight from 
three home.”

Miller’s 2009 mount brought plenty 
of fight into the testing race, which fea-
tured two less fences than normal due 
to saturated ground at the top of the 
stretch. Racing over unfamiliar jumps 
after falling in two of his previous four 
starts, Pierrot Lunaire built confidence 
as the race unfolded.

“I could see why he fell twice – he 
doesn’t have a whole lot of push be-
hind,” said Miller. “He’s not very strong. 
He’ll stand off for you but he doesn’t re-
ally push off. I rode him that way – go 
short, go short, so when I needed him to 
go long I could get it. It worked, but it 
doesn’t always.”

Bruce Miller gave Chivite a better 
chance than the newcomer, and was still 
marveling over the achievement while 
walking to his Southwest Airlines flight 
home Saturday night. The trainer won 
three prior runnings of the Iroquois, in-
cluding two with his daughter Blythe, 
but won’t soon forget 2009.

“I should stop (training) right now be-
cause it’s never going to get better than 
this,” he said. “All day, I’m thinking 
Chivite’s my best shot. I figured this horse 
could not do 3 miles here, just couldn’t. I 
thought, poor Chip he came down just to 
do this and this horse isn’t going to run 
very well. How can I bring him down 
here and this horse not run so well? And 
then they go out there and do it? Against 
Good Night Shirt? In this ground? Every 
part of it had to go perfect.”

And it did.

Iroquois –
 Continued from page 11

Tom Haynes
Pierrot Lunaire (right) jumps the second-last 
behind Good night Shirt.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Jockey Billy 
Santoro heard it all after he won the 
$35,000 Bright Hour, a hurdle race re-
stricted to amateurs, aboard Dalucci.

“Congratulations, you beat Dalucci 
a head.”

“The most athletic, tenacious ride of 
the year.”

“You’d be good in a camel race.”
“I would have bailed out. No ques-

tion.”
Santoro suffered through a tortu-

ous race as his saddle slipped far up the 
horse’s neck early. In front and jumping 
well (somehow), Dalucci kept going and 
Santoro stayed on to win the Iroquois 
opener by 2 1/2 lengths May 9.

Trained by Janet Elliot for Cherry 
Knoll Farm, Dalucci showed up ready 
and won his second race of 2009 – tak-
ing over from Dubai Sunday early and 
having plenty left late while covering 
the 3 miles over soft turf in 6:26. 

Zozimus (Will Haynes) placed sec-
ond with Sermon Of Love (Melanie 
Williams) third.

“He was very strong at the beginning 
and that’s what helped (the saddle) start 
to slide, and it started in the first three-
quarters of a mile,” said Santoro. “Over 

the fences, I just had to stand up straight 
enough where I would come down on it. 
If I got forward over the fences, it would 
have just pushed it back even more and 
if I tried to put myself back where the 
saddle should have been, it would have 
pointed me straight up in the air.”

Balancing better than a Wallenda, 
Santoro maintained his position and his 
horse stayed in front despite carrying 
his jockey on his neck.

“It was ticklish, delicate,” said San-
toro. “I just tried to keep him settled 
enough and hoped that nobody else 
wanted to go on with it because if he 
got strong we would have had a bigger 
problem. He’s a gutsy horse and he re-
ally tried for me.”

The 6-year-old came from Ireland 
in September and made three starts for 
owner Justin Carthy and trainer Charlie 
Swan. Dalucci went to Elliot’s barn late 
in 2008 and was purchased by Cherry 
Knoll this spring. He rewarded his new 
owner with a second to Rare Bush at 
Stoneybrook and wins at Queen’s Cup 
and Nashville. Elliot circled the Bright 
Hour early.

“She called me a couple of weeks ago 
so she was thinking about this race for a 
while,” said Santoro. “I was flattered to 
hear from her and the horse ran great. 
She had him ready – but I would have 
paid for a prettier picture.”

• Nine and seven. The numbers stood 
there, mocking, as the highest on the 
NSA trainer and jockey leaderboards 
before Nashville. Unfortunately for Tom 
Voss and Padge Whelan, respectively, 
the totals came under the category of 
seconds, not wins.

“I’ve been around long enough to 
know it’s going to end some time,” Voss 
said of his run, which included three 
photo-finish defeats. “I worry about it 
frustrating the rider and then they start 
trying too hard and everything falls 
apart. Things work themselves out.”

For the record, Whelan is not press-
ing: “I don’t like to get beat any more 
than Tom Voss, but you can’t pick them 
up and lift them over the line.”

Fox Ridge Farm’s Planets Aligned 
made sure the groomsmen got their pic-
ture taken at Nashville – charging off 
the turn to win the $50,000 Marcellus 
Frost Stakes. At 2 miles on the spring’s 
richest day, the Frost invariably draws a 
salty group and this year was no differ-
ent as six standouts showed up. Mixed 
Up and Rare Bush each carried two 

wins on the year. Planets Aligned and 
Dr. Bloomer exited the Temple Gwath-
mey at Middleburg. The always-capable 
Hip Hop completed the field.

Rare Bush (Xavier Aizpuru) took 
over from Dr. Bloomer early and set a 
controlled pace. Dr. Bloomer, Mixed 
Up, Planets Aligned and Hip Hop com-
pleted the order. Rare Bush skipped 
away down the backside and led over 
the second-last, but soon faced a chal-
lenge. At the top of the stretch, Planets 
Aligned leaned outside for a run and 
Mixed Up (Danielle Hodsdon) aimed 
inside. The latter couldn’t find his speed 
in the gooey turf, but Planets Aligned 
produced plenty. He jumped the last at 
Rare Bush’s flank and prevailed in the 
final stages to win by three-quarters of a 
length in 4:28 1/5.

As with every race on the day, the 
ground played a role.

“It’s very hard to make up ground on 
(turf) like that but at the same time you’re 
trying to switch off all the way around, 
trying to save something,” said Whelan. 
“I was told not to get there too soon, to 
come with one run and in the end that’s 
what he did. We didn’t go very quick so I 
didn’t want to be too far back.”

Third in the Gwathmey, Planets 
Aligned won for the first time in more 
than a year while completing a full re-

Iroquois Steeplechase
Nashville, Tn. Saturday, May 9. Turf: Soft.

1st. Training flat. 1 mile. Amateur jockeys.
1. Johann Star L 155 W. Haynes
2. Gallant Again  L 155 McMillan
3. Carolina Crypto   135 Boucher
4. Cup Half Full   158 Washer
Mgn: 9 3/4 Time: 2:05 1/5.  
O/T: Mike Berryman.
Dk. B./Br. g. 5. Johannesburg-Surina Star, Pleas-
ant Colony. Bred by Hanover Meadows (Ky).

2nd. $35,000. Highweight hurdle. 3 miles.
Amateur jockeys.

1. Dalucci (Ire)    171  Santoro
2. Zozimus  L 163  W. Haynes
3. Sermon Of Love  L 162  Williams 
PU. Regal Again  L 171  Helders
PU. Summersville  L 163  R. Haynes
PU. Dubai Sunday (Jpn)  L   163  Nagle
PU. Mon Villez (Fr)  L   171  Chalfin 
Mgn: 2 1/2 Time: 6:26.
O: Cherry Knoll Farm. T: Janet Elliot.
Gr./R. g. 6. Daylami (Ire)-Coigach (Ire), Niniski. 
Bred by Michael Pitt (Ire).

3rd. $50,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 miles.
The Marcellus Frost (Gr. III).

1. Planets Aligned  L   154  Whelan
2. Rare Bush  L   154  Aizpuru
3. Mixed Up       150  Hodsdon
4. Dr. Bloomer  L   158  Walsh 
PU. Hip Hop   146  Petty
Mgn: 3/4 Time: 4:28 1/5.
O: Fox Ridge Farm. T: Tom Voss.
Ch. g. 8. Gold Fever-Flying Minister, Deputy 
Minister. Bred by Fox Ridge Farm (Ky).

4th. $50,000. F&M hurdle stakes. 2-1/4 miles. 
The Margaret Currey Henley.

1. Dynaskill  L   139  Petty
2. Moon Dolly (GB)  L   139  Aizpuru
3. Confined  L   143  Hodsdon
4. Jellyberry  L   143  Young 
5. Miss Crown       133  Dalton 

PU. Lair  L   147  Whelan
PU. Orchid Princess  L   147  Spate
PU. Perkedinthesand L   143  Dowling
Mgn: 12 1/4 Time: 4:53.
O: Octoraro Stable. T; Bruce Miller.
B. m. 7. Dynaformer-Skillogalee, Transworld. 
Bred by Estate of Walter Jeffords Jr (Ky).

5th. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle 2-1/4 miles. 
1. Tricky Me  L   142  Dowling
2. Class Deputy       154  Boucher 
3. Honour Emblem  L   149  W. Haynes
4. Ground Frost  L   142  Whelan
5. Wolfe Tone  L   149  Nagle 
PU. Freeboard  L   154  Aizpuru
PU. Mischief  L   154  Walsh
PU. BK’s Double Jade  L   154  Spate
PU. Nationbuilder  L   154  Hodsdon
Mgn: 3/4 Time: 4:52:3/5.
O: Sonny Via. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. g. 4. Unbridled’s Song-Mystic Lady, Thunder 
Gulch. Bred by Lee Lewis (Ky).

6th. $75,000. Timber stakes. 3 miles.
The Mason Houghland Memorial.

1. Patriot’s Path L   165  Nagle
2. Askim (NZ)  L   165  Slater 
3. He’s A Conniver  L   165  Walsh
4. G’day G’day  L   155  Young
Mgn: 1 1/2 Time: 7:21 2/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Dk. B./Br. g. 9. Carnivalay-Rode To Nowhere, 
Salutely. Bred by Jeremy Gillam (Md).

7th. $150,000.  Hurdle Stakes. 3 miles.
The Iroquois (Gr. I).

1. Pierrot Lunaire  L   158  Miller
2. Good Night Shirt  L   158  Dowling 
3. Chivite (Ire)  L   158  Aizpuru
4. Cradle Will Rock  L   158  Hodsdon
PU. Isti Bee (NZ)  L   158  Young
PU. Swagger Stick  L   158  Petty
Mgn: 3 Time: 6:27 4/5.
O: Calvin Houghland. T: Bruce Miller. 
B. g. 5. War Chant-Playact (Ire), Hernando (FR).  
Bred by Skymarc Farm (Ky).

Tod Marks
dalucci (left, Billy Santoro) gets over the last in the Bright Hour.

sitting T
Santoro, Dalucci handle problems
to win three-mile amateur hurdle

by jOe clancy iRoquois sTeepLecHAse
Saturday, May 9

See undercard page 14 

Tod Marks
Planets Aligned (left, Padge Whelan) catches Rare Bush at the last in the Marcellus Frost

ight
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covery from an injury that limited him 
to one start (a fifth in the Appleton at 
Far Hills) in the second half of 2008.

“He had a suspensory last year so we 
sent him up to (Fair Hill Equine Thera-
py) and he came back great,” said Voss. 
“We sort of got in a hurry after that and 
shouldn’t have run him at Far Hills (in 
October). But he’s come back well this 
year. He’s a pretty nice horse and hasn’t 
done a whole lot wrong.”

A maiden winner at Nashville in 
2007, Planets Aligned improved to 
2-for-2 over the course.

• On the final turn, it seemed like 
everyone had a chance to win the Mar-
garet Henley Stakes. With a half-mile 
to go, about 5 lengths separated the 
field of eight. Moon Dolly ranged. Lair 
worked. Confined pushed. Perkedinthe-
sand challenged. And then Dynaskill 
ended the race. 

Winless in six prior jump starts, she 
emerged from the bunch on the final 
turn and ran away to score by 12 1/4 
lengths. Dynaskill (Jody Petty) made it 
look easy in the soft turf while beating 
Moon Dolly (Aizpuru) and Confined 
(Hodsdon) in 4:53 for the 2 1/4 miles. 

In the end, three horses pulled up and 
20 lengths separated the five finishers.

“The breeding, the blinkers, the go-
ing . . . who knows? Who knows?” 
trainer Bruce Miller said immediately 
afterward. “I don’t know why she ran 
so well. Nobody does, but everything 
went her way today.”

Owned by Sally Radcliffe’s Octoraro 
Stable, Dynaskill wore blinkers for the 
first time in a race and ran to her breed-
ing as sire Dynaformer (see McDynamo) 
produces quality soft-turf performers. 
The win also showcased the competitive 
nature of the filly/mare division as the 
$50,000 Henley lured stakes winners 
Orchid Princess and Lair, maiden win-
ners Confined, Jellyberry, Perkedinthe-
sand and Miss Crown, and maidens 
Dynaskill and Moon Dolly. 

Dynaskill hinted at a big performance 
during a pre-race schooling session.

“There’s a spot in the field where we 
warm up that’s always soft,” said the 
jockey. “You gallop around and hit the 
soft spot, they shuffle a little and you 
keep going. It was really soft this time 
and I never even noticed it. She went 

right through, so when I heard they’d 
gotten rain, I was confident.”

• Good parents aren’t everything 
when it comes to racing success – or 
anything else – but they can’t hurt. 
First-time NSA starter Tricky Me car-
ried the quality of his sire, Unbridled’s 
Song ($125,000 fee), and dam, Mystic 
Lady (a winner of eight stakes and more 
than $1 million), into the $25,000 Sport 
of Kings maiden at Nashville.

And made them proud.
Sonny Via’s 4-year-old rated just off 

the pace of Class Deputy and Nation-
builder before edging away late by three-
quarters of a length. Class Deputy (Rich-
ard Boucher) stayed for second with 
Honour Emblem (Haynes) third. Tricky 
Me (Willie Dowling) covered the 2 1/4 
miles in 4:52 and joined a heady list of 
recent Nashville maiden hurdle winners 
that includes Good Night Shirt, Planets 
Aligned, Flasher and Feeling So Pretty.

Trainer Jack Fisher bought his newest 
winner from New Jersey flat trainer Alan 
Goldberg, the same source as Fisher’s 
2008 stakes winner Seer and Doug Fout 
standouts Orison and Racey Dreamer.

“Alan said ‘this horse is all right, 
trust me,’ ” Fisher recalled. “He hasn’t 
steered me wrong yet.”

Dowling credited two quality point-
to-point runs.

“I rode him at Oatlands and he won 
on the flat and then I rode him at Mid-
dleburg Point-to-Point over hurdles and 
he was fifth,” said the jockey. “I didn’t 
do much there, schooled him ’round and 
taught him how to jump. He was great 
and it helped him. If you don’t overdo 

it, those point-to-points can really move 
a horse forward.”

• Patriot’s Path made four timber 
starts in 2008 and finished second in 
all four. Call 2009 a breakout season 
as he won his third race and vaulted to 
the top of the timber standings with a 
triumph in the $75,000 Mason Hough-
land Memorial.

The 9-year-old followed He’s A Con-
niver through much of the race, drafted 
into stalking position at the final fence 
and took over. Patriot’s Path (Darren 
Nagle) reached the finish in 7:21 2/5 
while leading fellow Irv Naylor horse 
Askim (James Slater) across the line by 
1 1/2 lengths. He’s A Conniver (Robbie 
Walsh) settled for third.

Third behind He’s A Conniver in his 
seasonal debut at Camden in March, 
Patriot’s Path enjoyed a move to bigger 
timber with wins at My Lady’s Manor 
(maiden) and the Grand National (al-
lowance) in April. Aimed for Nashville, 
the son of Carnivalay got what he want-
ed when the turf came up soft.

“I’m delighted with him,” said train-
er Desmond Fogarty. “He’s completely 
turned around, but in fairness to him he 
ran well last year too. He was always 
going up against stiff competition and 
just not getting to win. This year, he’s 
getting his ground, he’s getting to run 
his races and he’s doing it well.”

Patriot’s Path picked up $45,000 
for his chores and reached $70,000 
for the year, tops among timber horses 
and third on the overall list behind top-
class hurdlers Pierrot Lunaire and Good 
Night Shirt.

Undercard –
 Continued from page 13

Tod Marks
dynaskill (Jody Petty) leads the worn out pack to the last fence in the Margaret Currey Henley Stakes for fillies and mares.

Tod Marks
Tricky Me (left, Willie dowling) powers over the last in front of Class deputy.
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Call 410-392-5867 
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CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan

540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811
Fax: 540-349-9722

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com
Open

year-round

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Wilson’s Hay and Straw
Best Western Hay in Unionville, Pa. area
610-470-3858

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

CONDON FARMS
“Featuring Farming’s Finest”
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KENNETT SQUARE, Pa. – Jacob 
Roberts remembers getting his first 
whiff of steeplechase racing as a young 
boy in his hometown of Luquillo, Puer-
to Rico. The connection wasn’t exactly 
instantaneous.

“They sent down a tape of the Mary-
land Hunt Cup and I sat down and 
watched it,” Roberts recalled. “I said 
to myself ‘that doesn’t look all that fun 
or anything like the Kentucky Derby. I 
think I’ll pass.’ ”

More than a decade later Roberts 
came full circle at the Willowdale Stee-
plechase May 10 when he guided Vin-
nie Boy to a late-running score in the 
$15,000 open timber, securing the 26-
year-old’s first NSA win.

Vinnie Boy, trained by Blythe Miller 
Davies (and husband Joe) for Adair 
Bonsal Stifel, was one of four in the 3 
1/2-mile contest. Or one of three who 
figured to vie for second behind favor-
ite Scuba Steve. But after leading by 24 
lengths early, Scuba Steve parted with 
Darren Nagle at the ninth and suddenly 
opportunity knocked. 

Roberts’ eyes may have gotten bigger 
with Scuba Steve’s departure, but his pa-
tience remained on idle. He kept Vinnie 
Boy behind Twill Do (Jake Chalfin) and 
Prospectors Strike (Justin Batoff) for 
the first 18 fences before arriving at the 
19th. Vinnie Boy responded and took 
the lead approaching the last but gave it 
back upon landing. Twill Do and Pros-
pectors Strike looked destined to battle 
to the line but Vinnie Boy responded in 
deep stretch to draw off by three-quar-
ters of a length over Twill Do.

“Brilliant, just brilliant,” Roberts 
beamed. “I just chirped at him and he 
took off. And to get it for Blythe and 
Joe was just amazing. Joe had told me 
about the horse and I went down and 
schooled him and he went good but I 
knew with Scuba Steve in there, who’s 
an absolute monster, it would be tough. 
But then after he was out I knew we had 
a chance. We got to the front a little too 
soon and he kind of hit the brakes on 
me and we dropped back to third but 
those other two horses seemed to be 
playing some cat and mouse and we got 
them in the end.”

Roberts grew up in Luquillo, just 
25 minutes from El Comandante Race-
track (now El Camarero), with the 
hopes of becoming a jockey. Though he 
would eventually follow that dream to 
the United States, he did become well-
versed in jumping.

“Steeplechase racing got in the back 
of my mind after watching that video 
and stayed there,” Roberts said. “Down 
in Puerto Rico they have too many 
horses and just one track, so I thought I 
would get clever and rescue a few of the 
good-looking ones and teach them how 

to jump a little bit so I could give them 
a new life and a new home and help me 
pay the bills at the same time. It worked 
well and I made a bit of money when I 
was a teenager, but when I came to the 
U.S. I still wanted to be a flat jockey.”

Roberts emigrated to the U.S. in 
2001 and landed at Churchill Downs in 
Louisville, Ky. He began galloping hors-
es with the hopes of one day becoming 
a jockey. But like many before him, he 
lost a battle with the scale and realized 
he might have to take a different career 
path. The on-ramp to steeplechasing 
was open.

“When I first came here I thought 
about the steeplechase game but never 
really that seriously,” Roberts said. 
“But then when I realized I was too big 
to be a jockey, and I started thinking 
about money and bills then I decided to 
try and do it.”

Roberts rode once in 2007 in a train-
ing flat at Foxfield, then made his jump 
debut in 2008, where he placed sixth 
and fourth in his only two mounts on 
the year. Things started quickly in 2009 
on the point-to-point circuit, where 
Roberts rode six winners to win the 
leading novice rider title in Virginia. 
With the ball rolling, he looks forward 
to autumn.

“I’m having a great time now and 
it’s that much better because I’m getting 
on some really good horses,” Roberts 
said. “Right now I’m working for Ed-
die Gaudet and then I’ll head back to 
Kentucky on the flat track, but the plan 
is to return for the fall season and ride 
over jumps.” 

• Jody Petty and Sanna Hendriks 
knew one thing as Augustin Stable’s 
Brandy Station paraded in the paddock 
prior to the Willowdale opener – the 
7-year-old homebred would improve 
off his fourth in his career debut at Fox-
field April 25. How much was to be de-
termined over the next 3 miles and 17 
fences.

After Brandy Station’s 2 1/4-length 
win in the $10,000 maiden timber, the 
word dramatic came to mind.

Brandy Station lost by 11 lengths at 
Foxfield after never looking complete-
ly comfortable. At Willowdale, where 
jumping is at a premium, Brandy Sta-
tion was at his best. He stalked the early 
lead of Incaseyouraminer (Ben Swope), 
took charge over the last fence and held 
off Native Mark (Mark Watts). The fi-
nal time was 6:42 3/5.

Petty knew early that Willowdale 
agreed with Brandy Station.

“Here, it’s a little more of a jumper’s 
course, not as speedy and I could tell 
it suited him much better and that last 
race put him a lot closer to where he 
needed to be,” Petty said. “His lack of 
experience probably showed up at Fox-
field. He jumped the fences really well 
but they go so fast down there that you 

Scott Serio/Eclipse Sportswire
Vinnie Boy (Jacob Roberts) touches down over the water jump in his win at Willowdale.

in T
Vinnie Boy, 
Roberts surge 
late, take feature

by brian nadeaU

Willowdale Steeplechase
Kennett Square, Pa. Sunday, May 10. 

Turf: Yielding.

1st. $10,000. Mdn. timber. 3 miles.
1. Brandy Station L   165  Petty
2. Native Mark       165  Watt
3. Incaseyouraminer  L   160  Swope
4. Kilbreena (Ire)  L   165  Slater 
5. Analyze        147  Hodsdon
6. Bug Eyed Willy  L   160  Chalfin
F Volle Nolle       165  Murphy
Mgn: 2 1/4 Time: 6:42.
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
Gr./R. g. 7. Crowd Pleaser-Silver Wire, Distinc-
tive Pro. Bred by George Strawbridge (Ky).

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. timber. 3 miles.
1. Bold Quest       165  Petty 
*2. Wazee Moto  L   159  Williams
3. Matinicus Rock  L   167  McKenna
4. Messomania  L   155  Roberts
5. Ghost Bar  L   155  Stettinius
LR. Inca Magic       165  Slater
LR. In Pursuit Of Love  L   160  Santoro
*DQ from 1st for interference in stretch.
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 6:41 2/5.
O: Northwoods Stable. T: Regina Welsh.
B. g. 8. Norquestor-Darinka, Century Prince. 
Bred by William Harris (Md).

3rd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
 $15,000-$10,000 clm. price. Modified hurdles.
1. Kamante  L   148  Young
2. Meshwaar  L   152  Ryan
3. Harrys Crown  L   152  Rafter 
4. Canterbury Bell       145  Spate
5. Gatornation  L   143  Nagle
6. Justabud  L   148  Roberts
7. Farah T Salute        143  Santoro
8. Leffingwell Lion  L   151  Mackenzie
F What A Warrior  L   156  Slater
PU. Bismarck  L   144  Chalfin
PU. Dramatic Arts       159  Miller
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 5:14:2/5.
O: Barracuda Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g 7. Lion Cavern-Anticipating Jade, Chief’s 
Crown. Bred by Helen Wickes (Ky).

4th. $15,000. Open timber. 3-1/2 miles.
Amateur jockeys

1. Vinnie Boy (Ire)  L   162  Roberts
2. Twill Do   L   167  Chalfin
3. Prospectors Strike  L   162  Batoff
F. Scuba Steve  L   167  Nagle
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 8:10:2/5.
O: Adair Bonsal Stifel. T: Blythe Miller Davies. 
Dk. B./Br. g. 12. Detroit Sam (FR)-Castle Ita (Ire), 
Midland Gayle (Ire). Bred by John Duffy (Ire).

5th. $10,000. Cond. clm. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles. 
nW 2 for $15,000-$10,000 clm. price. 

Modified hurdles.
1. Eagle Beagle  L   155  Young
2. King Hoss  L   140  Whelan
3. Silent Vow  L   158  Walsh
4. Most Bossest  L   158  Petty
5. General Roanoke      152  Watts
F Charismic American L   148  Hodsdon
PU. Belknap County  L   152  Ryan
PU. Sir Elton (NZ)  L   141  Garner
Mgn: 4 1/4. Time: 5:17 3/5.
O: Barracuda Racing. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 5. Lemon Drop Kid-Tough Broad, Broad 
Brush. Bred by Fitzhugh LLC (Md).

6th. $5,000. Highweight allow. timber. 3 miles.
nW $9,000 in 2008-2009. Amateur jockeys.

1. Haddix  L   180  Santoro
2. Dr. Ramsey  L   180  Gillam
3. Mach Ten  L   178  McKenna
LR. Can’t Find My Keys (Ire)   170  Molloy
Mgn: 7 1/2. Time: 6:48.
O: Perry Bolton. T: Kathy McKenna.
Dk. B./Br. g. 7. Deputy Commander-Dysham, 
Dynaformer. Bred by Hidden Point Farm (Fla).

7th. Amateur training flat. 2 miles.
1. Monarch Lane       165  Roberts
2. You The Man  L   165  Wyatt 
3. Skip The Ceremony       165  Chalfin
4. Delarun  L   165  Dowling
5. Highland Township       165  Molloy
6. Empress Of Ireland       150  Hannum
Mgn: 4. Time: 4:08:3/5.
O: Bruce Fenwick. T: Charlie Fenwick.
Ch. g. 7. Maria’s Mon-Surprising Fact, Known 
Fact. Bred by G. Watts Humphrey Jr. & Will Far-
ish (Ky).

WiLLoWdALe sTeepLecHAse
Sunday, May 10

See WiLLoWdaLe page 17 
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need a hurdle background. He just wasn’t quite 
ready for that yet.”

Heading to Foxfield Brandy Station’s back-
ground was as full as a 7-year-old’s piggy bank. 
The son of Augustin’s Virginia Derby winner 
Crowd Pleaser was to have a career on the flat 
with Jonathan Sheppard but never made it to 
the races after a myriad of physical ailments. 
Hendriks took over and began starting the 
transition to jumps.

“We just kicked him out in our big field. 
Then we started hunting him and he’s a beauti-
ful hunter; really quiet and lovely. So I thought 
we might as well try to run him,” Hendriks 
said. “I watched the tape of Foxfield and I felt 
like he just got a little too far out of it for that 
particular course. I said to Jody ‘let’s ride him 
a little handier today.’ He’s shown us a bit at 
home and seems to be a pretty nice horse and 
I’m hoping that the optimism that everyone had for 
him on the flat is transferring to the jumps.”

• Petty didn’t want to spoil the party for Mela-
nie Williams after she secured her first NSA victory 
aboard Wazee Moto in the $10,000 maiden timber. 
But Wazee Moto’s dramatic left turn into Petty and 
Bold Quest after the last gave him little choice. After 
a lengthy inquiry, the stewards ruled that the inter-
ference impacted Bold Quest’s chance at the win, and 
disqualified Williams and Wazee Moto.

Bold Quest set the early tempo in the split divi-
sion of the first race, and maintained a measured lead 
through the first 2 1/2 miles. Wazee Moto tracked in 
second, with Matinicus Rock (Todd McKenna) well 
back in third in the strung-out field. 

Bold Quest and Wazee Moto quickened as they 
started the run down the far turn, stretching out the 
field in the process. Wazee Moto surged to a short lead 

after the last but veered in sharply as Williams went to 
a right-handed whip. Wazee Moto crossed in front of 
Bold Quest, forcing Petty to snatch up and lose mo-
mentum. Bold Quest quickly re-rallied in deep stretch 
and came again to finish just behind Wazee Moto. 
Trained by Regina Welsh for Northwood Stables, Bold 
Quest completed the 3 miles in 6:41 2/5. The horse’s 
tenacity convinced Petty he had only once choice.

“For a horse to land in a heap like he did, get it 
together and be finishing up the stretch like he did is 
pretty impressive. I feel bad for poor Melanie, as it 
would have been her first win, but it was a pretty good 
bump and it was pretty obvious,” Petty said. “If the 
other horse had went on and won by 20 I wouldn’t 
have claimed foul, but to just lose after having to take 
a pretty good pull that late, I felt like it was the right 
thing to do and I owed it to Regina and the owners.”

• Paddy Young met Kamante for the first time in the 
paddock prior to the third, a $10,000 maiden claimer 

over Willowdale’s modified hurdles. Some 13 
fences and 2 1/2  miles later it was clear they 
got along quite nicely as Kamante made his 
hurdle debut a winning one. 

Harrys Crown (Carl Rafter) took his usu-
al spot on the lead while Kamante drafted in 
second, well clear of third. The leading duo 
continued the procession to the far turn when 
Young produced Kamante, who responded 
instantly and drew in on Harrys Crown. Ka-
mante took over approaching the last as Har-
rys Crown tired to third, and held off a late 
challenge from Meshwaar (Gregg Ryan) for a 
1 3/4-length score. The winner completed the 2 
1/2 miles in 5:14.46. 

“I had never seen him before today but I 
talked to Ricky during the week and he told 
me he would have a real good shot,” Young 
said. “I guess he had been a bit keen in the flat 
races so I tried to switch him off early and get 
him to relax. It was a pretty tight group going 
around but he did switch off and jump good for 
me. He probably did get to the lead a little too 

soon, but I was traveling so well that I just went right 
past them on the turn. I would have preferred to wait 
a little longer but he kind of took me there so I was 
OK with it. He jumped the last well and quickened 
away from them and I could feel them coming, but he 
wasn’t stopping.”

• Kathy McKenna walked back to the horsemen’s 
tent after the nightcap clutching the silver cup given to 
the winning trainer. After a day that saw heavily fa-
vored Scuba Steve lose his jockey while holding a long 
lead and the veteran In Pursuit Of Love do the same 
while in contention late McKenna deserved a break. 
If not more.

“If Haddix didn’t come through I might have had 
to put something in this cup to help me out,” McKen-
na joked. “What a trying day. I guess that’s why they 
don’t give the money out before the races.”

Willowdale –
 Continued from page 16

See WiLLoWdaLe page 18 
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Scott Serio/Eclipse Sportswire
Bold Quest (right, Jody Petty) and Wazee Moto (center) battle at Willowdale.
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They could have given it to Haddix 
and no one would have complained. Per-
ry Bolton’s 7-year-old has made a name 
for himself in the amateur highweight 
division. The son of Deputy Command-
er won last spring at My Lady’s Manor 
and did so again this year. 

At Willowdale the script played out 
much the same. Billy Santoro put Had-
dix on the lead at the 11th and they 
steadily drew off en route to a 7 1/2-
length win over Dr. Ramsey (Diana Gil-
lam) and Mach Ten (Trevor McKenna). 
in 6:48.08 for the 3 miles.

Haddix improved to 2-for-3 with 
Santoro aboard, with the loss coming by 
a neck at the Grand National in April. 
McKenna isn’t about to change what’s 
worked so well thus far, but admitted it 
could be time to head to deeper waters.

“This is his gig; soft ground with Billy 
Santoro aboard and he’s really happy,” 
McKenna said. “I guess we might have 
to try a little better competition because 
he’s been really impressive in these fox-
hunter races. But I believe in keeping 
yourself in the best company and your 
horses in the worst company. We’ll see, 
but I do like getting these little cups.”

• Young, Ricky Hendriks and Barra-
cuda Racing completed a double when 
Eagle Beagle took the $10,000 condi-
tioned claiming hurdle.

Most Bossest and Sir Elton sparred on 
the lead while Silent Vow, Eagle Beagle 
and King Hoss filled out the next three 
spots. Most Bossest put Sir Elton away 
at the ninth but Silent Vow and Eagle 
Beagle drew closer. The trio hit the last 
together and Eagle Beagle drew off  to an 
easy 4 1/4-length score over King Hoss 
(Padge Whelan), who closed for second 
ahead of Silent Vow (Robbie Walsh). The 
time for the 2 1/2 miles was 5:14.46.

Young has been aboard for all three 
of Eagle Beagle’s hurdle runs this spring, 
which started with a close second in a 
Strawberry Hill maiden claimer April 
11 and then a win against similar com-
pany at Foxfield two weeks later. Young 
admitted he’s underestimated the 5-year-
old son of Lemon Drop Kid.

“He just keeps improving every time,” 
Young said. “Obviously the competition 
was a bit tougher, but these horses have 
been around, so I thought if he keeps im-
proving and they’re going the wrong way 
we would have a big shot because we’re 
going the right way. At the third-last I 
thought he was going to win, two-out I 
knew he was going to win and jumping 
the last it was all over.”

Willowdale –
 Continued from page 17

Jim Graham
Brandy Station (Jody Petty) elevates over a 
fence in his maiden win.
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I don’t Know .......................... Jim McVey
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
............................................ $220,100
Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $214,000
Brown Trout Stable ............... douglas Lees
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $46,500
Planets Aligned .................................... $36,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $11,100
............................................ $197,600
Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $36,000
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
............................................ $197,000
MVP Stable ........................ ernie Moulos
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $22,200
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $20,700
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $193,900
Champagne Taste, Beer Money ...Lisa McLane
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $193,000

Frequent Flyer ........................ Tracy Scott
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Michele Marieschi ................................ $46,050
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Planets Aligned .................................... $36,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
Nolan’s Cat .................................................... $0
............................................ $191,550
Genesee Valley Racers .......... Gail McGuire
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $46,500
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $188,000
Screaming Tabby Stables Wallace Greenhalgh
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $46,500
Erin Go Bragh ....................................... $11,100
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
Won Wild Bird ............................................... $0
............................................ $187,100
Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $5,000
............................................ $186,000
PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $5,000
............................................ $186,000
Young Racing .......................Leslie Young
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $185,100

FRA’s Jumper Fantasy.......... Allan newstadt
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
............................................ $185,000
I’m Foaling in June Stable ... Jessica Schwab
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $184,400
Rolling Thunder .......................Bob Lunny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $22,200
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $178,700
Very Un Stable ................. Coralie Galyean
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $20,700
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
............................................ $178,200
Agador Spartacus Stable ...... Wendi Graham
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Irish Prince .......................................... $28,600
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Jellyberry ............................................... $5,000
............................................ $178,100
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Moon Dolly .......................................... $17,100
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Rubicon ........................................................ $0
............................................ $178,100

dunwerkin Farm .....................Mike Santo
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $36,000
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Jellyberry ............................................... $5,000
Organizer ...................................................... $0
............................................ $178,000
What A Farm ......................... Clyde Beam
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $178,000
Wishful Thinking Stable .............Win Lewis
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Planets Aligned .................................... $36,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $176,000
Bossy Boots .................... Faith Hutchinson
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Askim ................................................... $13,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dark Equation ...................................... $10,800
............................................ $175,300
My Three Sons Stable .............. Sam Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $37,500
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
Nolan’s Cat .................................................... $0
............................................ $174,500
Lost Springs Ranch ..................Jann Lunny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $72,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $47,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $6,600
............................................ $174,100

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by The Whip Tavern

Intermission draws near
Summer break is almost upon us and even though the circuit is slowing down, Jim McVey’s 

Don’t Know Stable is speeding up. McVey surged to the front with the help of timber horse Irish 
Prince, who surged back into form with his win in the Radnor Hunt Cup. 

Though the name tells otherwise, McVey is in fact in the know, with each of his six runners 
amassing at least $15,000 on the season. Van Cushny, Ernie Moulos and Lisa McLane are drafting 
in behind McVey, as are “insiders” Doug Lees and Matt McCarron. The top 24, through May 22, 
are listed here. 

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.
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models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Tod Marks
The season’s top timber horse, Patriot’s Path (left) challenges He’s A Conniver over the last fence 
at nashville as Askim (center) works into position.
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The ast Fence
Editorial • Opinion • Comments • Columns

TimeS ediTOrial

We have three 
words for you:

‘Bet your money’

The 134th Preakness. 
Alcohol ban in the infield. Magna bankrupt. Will 

this be the last Preakness in Maryland? It’s a good one, 
at least, Rachel Alexandra, the Oaks winner against 
Mine That Bird, the Derby winner, and 11 others.

Overcast at 8 in the morning. Hot. No air. 
The stakes barn, the hub of the Preakness, buzzes. 

Bob Baffert and Wayne Lukas hold court. Steve As-
mussen sits down with the Racing Form, his dad and 
a buddy under the tent at the end of the barn. His last 
piece of peace for the day.

The first race runs in complete anonymity. Races 
are not meant to be running at 10:15 in the morning. 
“Who won the first?” Didn’t know it had run yet.

 Charlie Boden of Darley Stable and Jose Cuevas, 
assistant for Bobby Frankel watch Darley’s Skylighter 
go wire-to-wire in the Allaire du Pont Distaff Stakes. 

Boden stands along the concrete wall outside the 
paddock for the third; maidens on the grass. Cricket 
Bedford, in a flash of red, and Neil Morris head to the 
paddock, following Kinross Farm’s Old Timer. Boden 
handicaps the field. I circle the workout under Old 
Timer on Boden’s program. Two of six, in a training 
flat at a place called FX. Good Night Shirt won it. He 
doesn’t need to hear any more. My cell phone starts vi-
brating at the sixteenth pole. Old Timer wins and pays 

$29. Charlie has the triple, I have $50 to win, Kinross 
Skippy needs a Brink’s truck. The weekend is free.

Mike Smith and Calvin Borel meet in the jocks’ room 
and Borel gives Smith insight into Mine That Bird. 

“He hopped when the doors opened, nothing bad, 
just hopped. He’s a good colt, believe me. Don’t do 
nothing wrong.” 

They shake hands, man hug and it’s back to busi-
ness. 

Asked what he’s going to say to Borel when he pass-
es him inside the eighth pole of the Preakness, Smith 
never misses a beat, “Mine That Bird,” Smith says. 

No Advantage upsets the fourth, Motown Shuffle 
mows them down in the fifth, Sumacha’hot rallies in 
the sixth and the day isn’t half over.

Paddy Neilson and Turney McKnight make their 
annual Pimlico appearance. It sure isn’t Radnor. Dr. 
Fisher laughs at his quote in the paper, the one that 
said, “Times have changed” on Derby Day. He says it 
again on Preakness Day. 

I’m on the Horse Racing Radio Network’s live show 
when I get a text from my nephew Jack who’s watcing 
Dictina’s Boy run at Radnor. “White Man pulled up.” 
I think the worst.

perfect preakness
The inside Rail

By Sean Clancy

Charles Bishop
Two Jockey Landing. Jockey Padge Whelan (right, aboard Mickie Blue) gives an unintentional assist to Michael Traurig 
(aboard Gather no Moss) in the timber race at High Hope May 17. despite the mistake, Traurig stayed on and later pulled up in the  
$10,000 maiden timber. Mickie Blue carried Whelan – only – the rest of the way and finished fourth.

T
here’s a different feel at the 
office this week. Sure, a 
newspaper needs to get done, 
stories need to be written and 
deadlines need to be met. But 

everything feels different. The same vibe 
swept through this time last year; and will 
sweep through at this time next year.

It’s Fair Hill week. Christmas in May. 
Time to head to the windows. No ex-
cuses, please.

It’s go time Saturday. No bills to pay 
(mythical or real). No wives (or hus-
bands, mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, 
uncles, cousins) casting evil glances your 
way. No tough economy. Take out the 
sledgehammer, break open the piggy bank 
and head to Fair Hill. And head to the 
windows. No excuses, please.

You follow the sport 365 days a year 
and you’re allowed to bet on it for ex-
actly one. And no, we’re not talking 
about your favorite chalkboard on the 
hill where the odds of 6-5 and the word 
“longshot” go hand in hand. 

Eight races and 63 betting interests. 
Flat races. Hurdle races. Timber (kind 
of) races. Smart money. Dead money. 
Overlays. Underlays. Live longshots. Bad 
favorites. And most important of all, pari-
mutuel wagering. Off Track Betting meets 
the county fair. And if you lose, rest easy. 
The whole day benefits a hospital and a 
5,000-acre natural resources property. No 
excuses, please.

It’s the one time of the year where your 
opinion gets rewarded. The one time 
where knowledge actually does equate to 
power. 

Been following that good-looking 
maiden all spring and now he pops up at 
Fair Hill and seems ready for a top per-
formance? Waiting for that point-to-point 
runner to show up when it really counts? 
Here’s your chance. No excuses, please.

All you that liked Pierrot Lunaire in 
the Iroquois, Isti Bee in the Gwathmey or 
Michele Marieschi in the Maryland Hunt 
Cup, we have three words for you.

“Amount. Type. Number.” Get in line, 
step up to the window and fill in the 
blanks. 

Support the sport. Support the prod-
uct. Support the race meet. Head to the 
windows. 

The line forms behind us.
Three more words: No excuses, please.

Editor’s Note: If you’re reading this after 
Fair Hill, where were you?

Another day in the life
as electric filly hits it big

See inside page 21 
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The undefeated Everyday Heroes 
sends railbirds for cover in the Hirsch 
Jacobs as he lugs out down the lane. 
The run-out bit ineffective.

My brother texts, “Horse is fine, 
hard to explain, but he missed a beacon 
or something.” I’m relieved.

Todd Pletcher sweeps the Woodlawn 
Stakes with Affirmatif, a star in the 
making. 

It wouldn’t seem the same without 
Celtic Innis running on Maryland’s 
big weekend. Tim Keefe’s nervous, the 
horse is cool. He runs huge again, fin-
ishing third. At 7, he’s the oldest horse 
in the field, still clicking his bankroll, 
one hard-earned check at a time.

Right out of a Degas painting, Parad-
ing gallops to the start of the Dixie. OK, 
get back into radio mode as our national 
broadcast begins at 5 o’clock. Preakness 
talk. Preakness talk. Preakness talk. We 
barely catch the call of the Dixie – Pa-
rading gallops. 

Back to the stakes barn for the walk. 
NBC hovers. Horsemen collect at the 
mouth of the barn. Tone It Down, lo-
cal horse, starts it off. Musket Man still 
holds his flesh. Friesan Fire comes next. 
Slowly, but surely, they all begin the 
walk. Rachel Alexandra, fittingly, comes 
out last. Mine That Bird walks coolly 
to the turf course. The crowd yells for 
him, but nothing like in years past; the 
crowd is 35,000 short after Pimlico’s 
alcohol ban in the infield. Chip Wool-
ley crutches along beside his horse, at-
tendance doesn’t matter to the cowboy 
from New Mexico. 

Papa Clem boils over. Rachel Alex-
andra heads for cover inside the Pimlico 
paddock. Mine That Bird takes it all in. 

Finally, they’re all here. Thirteen of 
them in all, hit the track, Maryland My 
Maryland envelops the place. It starts to 
spit rain. 

Big Drama fights it in the gate. The 
gate crew backs him out and tries again. 
Rachel Alexandra breaks to the right, 
then rights herself and angles from her 
outside perch. 

It’s over. 
She lobs along in front, going plenty 

fast but plenty in control. Mine That 
Bird is the only one closing any ground. 
For a moment, for a moment, you think 

maybe he’s going to make it close. The 
little horse validates his Derby. Rachel 
Alexandra validates her gender.

The first filly to win the Preakness 
since . . . yeah that long. She’s a freak. 
Borel rejoices. Asmussen exhales. 

She goes to the test barn. They go to 
the podium. I go to work. 

Wrestle a quote from Mine That 
Bird’s owner, Mark Allen. Then wait 
for Borel and Smith in the jocks’ room. 
Walk home from the test barn behind 
Rachel Alexandra. Get 10 minutes alone 
with Asmussen, amazing. 

“She’s deserves the credit, not me, 
she did it.”

The Preakness party at the stakes 
barn rocks into the night. Asmussen cuts 
the cake. Woolley stares at his horse. It’s 
dark. Raining. 

Nobody’s disappointed. 

Inside –
 Continued from page 20

�e 2009 Maryland Governor’s Cup Series Awards Reception
presented by Farm Credit

Friday, June 5, 2009 at 7 p.m.
Potomac Hunt Club

21315 PEACH TREE ROAD • DICKERSON, MD 20842
Proceeds to benefit the 

Jonathan Kiser Memorial Endowment Fund
r.s.v.p. by Friday, May 29 • 410-489-7826 x104

fax 410-489-7828 • crystalsecretary@comcast.net

Find out who is winning what online at www.marylandsteeplechasing.com. 
Simply click on “Governor’s Cup” and then on “Standings.”

       Yes, we will be attending.

Name(s) __________________________________________ (for additional names, please use back of card)
Phone Number _____________________________________

_____ No. of Adults x $65 ($75 pay at the door) Total = ______

_____ No. of Children 15 or Under x $10 = __________( Juniors winning awards receive a complimentary reservation.)

Payment options:
          Make check payable  and mail by May 29 to: Maryland Steeplechase Association, P.O.Box 651, Lisbon, MD 21765
        Pay by MC, Visa, AmEx or Disc. and fax by Friday, May 29 to 410-489-7828
 • Name of Cardholder:
 • Billing Address of Cardholder: 
 • Card No. 
 • Exp Date:
 • Security Code:
       Or order online with a credit card at www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

        No, we will not be attending, but we would like to donate $ _____ to the Jonathan Kiser Memorial Endowment Fund

For questions, please contact: Crystal Kimball at 410-489-7826 x104 or crystalsecretary@comcast.net
Please note: no tickets are mailed out; your name will appear on a list at the check in table. 

Horse For sale
17-hand, German Bred, 

15-year-old gelding.
Has competed at highest levels 
of show jumping; has evented 

training level and ready to move 
up to preliminary; and hunted 
two seasons with Cheshire.  

Solid, all around horse. 
‘Amazing cross-country.  

Best offer.  

Call (610) 869-3604.

Rich Riggins/Eclipse Sportswire
Rachel Alexandra and Calvin Borel streak to victory over Mine That Bird in the Preakness.
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................36 9 5 7 $153,550 .25
Jody Petty .........................40 8 7 2 154,950 .20
Xavier Aizpuru ...................33 8 4 5 194,900 .24
Robbie Walsh ....................39 7 7 4 134,850 .18
Padge Whelan ...................36 6 9 5 135,550 .17
Danielle Hodsdon ..............34 6 4 7 161,100 .18
Darren Nagle .....................24 6 2 3 190,725 .25
Liam McVicar ....................29 3 5 4 75,550 .10
Carl Rafter .........................30 3 4 6 64,000 .10
Billy Santoro .....................13 3 2 0 37,950 .23

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Jack Fisher ........................48 10 7 10 $265,500 .21
Jonathan Sheppard ...........41 8 5 9 218,400 .20
Desmond Fogarty ..............21 7 1 2 191,125 .33
Tom Voss ..........................38 6 12 3 162,050 .16
Sanna Hendriks .................17 5 3 1 92,950 .29
Richard Valentine ..............21 5 2 3 121,650 .24
Janet Elliot ........................14 5 2 2 69,200 .36
Kathy McKenna .................20 4 1 3 39,850 .20
Doug Fout .........................35 3 4 5 115,050 .09
Ricky Hendriks ....................9 3 2 1 28,200 .33

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Irv Naylor ..........................34 7 2 3 $208,925 .21
Calvin Houghland ..............18 2 5 3 154,150 .11
Bill Pape ............................12 5 0 3 105,250 .42
Sonny Via ..........................10 2 1 3 95,750 .20
Maggie Bryant ...................13 1 1 4 62,800 .08
Augustin Stable .................11 3 2 1 59,950 .27
Whitewood Stable .............12 3 1 2 54,950 .25
Anna Stable .........................4 1 0 0 46,800 .25
Sheila Williams ...................4 2 1 1 46,500 .50
Fox Ridge Farm ...................6 1 2 2 46,200 .17

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Pierrot Lunaire ....................1 1 0 0 $90,000 1.00
Good Night Shirt .................2 1 1 0 72,000 .50
Patriot’s Path .......................4 3 0 1 70,000 .75
Tax Ruling ...........................3 2 0 0 60,000 .67
Mixed Up .............................3 2 0 1 47,000 .67
Rare Bush ...........................4 2 1 1 46,500 .50
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 46,050 .33
Salmo ..................................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Dalucci (ire) ........................3 2 1 0 43,500 .67
Isti Bee (nz) .........................3 1 0 1 43,500 ..33

NsA standings
TOP 10 THROUGH MAY 23

Saturday, May 23 ...................... Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

Sunday, June 7 ..............Philadelphia Park
Bensalem, Pa. Two races.

Sunday, June 14 .............. Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

Saturday, June 20............... Penn national
Grantville, Pa. Two races.

Sunday, June 28 .............. Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

Sunday, July 12 ............... Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

Sunday, July 26 ......... Saratoga Jump Start
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Five races.

July 30-Sept. 3 ........................ Saratoga
One race every Thursday during Saratoga 
racing season in Saratoga Springs. N.Y.

A.P. Smithwick Memorial Aug. 6
New York Turf Writers Cup Aug. 27

2009 nSA Schedule

Dates subject to change. 
See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates.

Peter Winants, a man who loved 
sport, sporting literature and art, died 
May 18, following a long illness. He 
was 82.

Mr. Winants, of Rectortown, Va., was 
born in Baltimore, Md., July 21, 1926, 
son of Garet Winants and Frances Leigh 
Bonsal Winants. His father died when 
he was age 5, and his mother later mar-
ried renowned Maryland horseman, S. 
Bryce Wing. 

Mr. Winants grew up immersed in 
Maryland’s sporting community. As 
a boy, he witnessed the match race at 
Pimlico Race Course between Seabiscuit 
and War Admiral in 1938. He foxhunt-
ed with the Elkridge-Harford Hunt in 
Baltimore County and rode in amateur 
steeplechase meets.  

Mr. Winants attended Princeton 
University where he befriended the late 
George L. Ohrstrom Jr., who later be-
came the owner of The Chronicle of the 
Horse. Mr. Winants served in the Army 
during World War II and later during 
the Korean War. 

In 1956, Mr. Winants was married to 
Rosemary Margaret Winants until her 
death in 2002. They had four children, 
and two of their sons, Peter Winants Jr. 
and Garet “Woods” Winants became 
amateur steeplechase riders. 

After the Korean War, he bought a 
store in Baltimore with his brother, the 
late Garet Winants, and also became 
interested in photography. He started 
out doing portraits and weddings, but 
turned to his true love of photograph-
ing all things equine. His horse racing 
and steeplechasing photographs were 
famous for capturing the action like 
never before, using telephoto lenses, 
according to award-winning photogra-
pher, Douglas Lees. “He was so good 
about encouraging people,” said Lees, 
who remarked on Mr. Winants loaning 
him an expensive telephoto lens when 
he was beginning his own career.

Mr. Winants freelanced for The 
Maryland Horse covering events and 
photographing stallions at breeding 
farms for advertisements. He followed 
the remarkable steeplechase horse, Jay 
Trump, and his career with his camera 
as the rags-to-riches horse won the Eng-
lish Grand National and the Maryland 
Hunt Cup. On the return from England, 
Mr. Winants wrote an article on Jay 
Trump which The Maryland Horse pub-
lished, thus branching out into journal-
ism. In 1966 he published his first book 
Jay Trump: A Steeplechasing Saga. 

In 1972, Mr. Winants was hired as 
editorial assistant at The Chronicle of 
the Horse, and in 1975, George Ohr-
strom named him publisher/editor. Mr. 
Winants updated the weekly equestrian 
publication, while still also writing, ed-
iting, and photographing. He published 
his second book through The Chronicle 
in 1988, Flatterer: A Story of a Steeple-
chase Champion. 

In 1991, Mr. Winants was named di-
rector of the National Sporting Library. 
During his tenure, the library acquired 
two major collections, the John H. and 

Martha Daniels collection of 5,000 
sporting books, and the von Hüners-
dorf collection of 16th to 19th century 
equestrian books. In the mid-1990s, 
plans were made and carried out to con-
struct a new building to house the NSL’s 
growing collection. In 1998, he retired 
as director of the NSL. Mr. Winants 
served on the board of directors of the 
NSL 1991-2005, then honorary direc-
tor until his death.

Nancy Parsons, President and CEO 
of the National Sporting Library, said, 
“Peter Winants embodied in his life 
much of what the library represents. A 
scholar and author on subjects such as 
foxhunting, steeplechasing and sporting 
art, Peter was passionate about country 
life and field sports. As the former direc-
tor of the library, Peter played an inte-
gral role in the development and growth 
of the organization and his leadership 
continued through his service on the 
Board. He was a fine gentleman, a re-
spected colleague and a dear friend.” 

In 2003, he was married to Mary 
Weeden Winants who shared his love of 
horses and foxhunting. Together, they 
bought their home Sunnyside Farm in 
Rectortown, Va.

At the Maryland Hunt Cup, May 25, 
Mr. Winants received the prestigious S. 
Bryce Wing Award for his extraordinary 
contributions to the sport of American 
steeplechasing.

Mr. Winants is survived by his wife 
of six years Mary Weeden Winants, of 
Rectortown, Va., his children Jennifer 
Rose, Crested Butte, Colo., Bryce W. 
Winants, Sherando, Va., Peter Winants 
Jr., Bluemont, Va., and Garet “Woods” 
Winants, Middleburg, Va., and six 
grandchildren. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Piedmont Environ-
mental Council, or a charitable organi-
zation of choice. Funeral services and 
burial will be private. 

•  •  •
A memorial reception will be held 

Tuesday, May 26 from 1-4 p.m. at the 
National Sporting Library at 102 The 
Plains Rd., in Middleburg, Va.

obituary: Journalist peter Winants dies

colonial cup moves to saturday
With a new race date of Nov. 21, the Colonial Cup will run this fall on a Satur-

day for the first time since 2005. The board of directors of the Carolina Cup Rac-
ing Association voted to make the change with an eye toward attracting a larger 
crowd. The CCRA surveyed spectators at this spring’s Carolina Cup and will take 
advantage of a bye week in the University of South Carolina football schedule 
while also opening the popular College Park area in the fall for the first time. Since 
its inception as the country’s first $100,000 steeplechase in 1970, the Colonial Cup 
has traditionally been held on a Sunday.

Douglas Lees
Peter Winants
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Thank you  
Pierrot Lunaire,  
Bruce Miller,  
Chip Miller 
and the 
whole team 
for giving 
us another  
Iroquois 
thrill.

Calvin  
and 
Mary Ann  
Houghland 

Tod Marks photos
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Contact Bruce Jackson  Phone 610-496-5080
720 Training Center Drive  Elkton, MD 21921

www.fairhilletc.com

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center is a state-of-the-art facility that houses the 
latest in technological equipment—designed to promote safe and rapid 
advancement for horses recovering from injury. We give your horse every 
chance to make a return to training. Plus we offer a variety of physical therapy 
options, allowing your horse to receive the care that benefi ts him the most. 

Our skilled staff is thoroughly trained and knowledgeable, with a passion 
for horses and the desire to see your horse return well rested, fi t and ready 
to perform.

Located at Maryland’s Fair Hill Training Center, we have access to 24 hour 
veterinary services and are within easy reach of all major vet clinics and 
racetracks of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic regions.

REJUVENATINGING 
BREATHTAKING 

SHOCKING EN 
SPLASH

www.fairhilletc.com

SPLASH
www.fairhilletc.com

SPLASHINGSOOTH-

TAKING 
REJUVENAT

CHILLINGBREATHCHILLINGBREATH
LIGHTENIN

REJUVENATINGING 

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

Solarium 
Therapy

Magnetic 
Therapies 

European 
Free Walker

Shock Wave 
Therapy

Cold 
Saltwater 
Therapy

Aquatred  

IRAP and 
ACP/PRP 
Therapy 

Therapeutic 
Shoeing

Acupuncture

VENATINGCHILL
ENLIGHTENING

BREATHTAKING
ING CHILLINGCHILL

CHILL
ENINGBecause We Provide Effective 

Cutting Edge Therapies For 
Your Equine Athlete!

BREATHTAKING
INGCHILLINGSPLASH
ENLIGHTENING
CHILLINGSHOCK
TAKINGSOOT               H

SHOCK
SOOT               H

SHOCKSHOCK
SOOT               H

Why Should Fair Hill
Equine Therapy Center
Be At The Top Of
Your Short List?

REJUVENATREJUVENATREJUVENATREJUVENAT
CHILLCHILL

LIGHTLIGHTLIGHT
REJUVENAT

LIGHT
ING

LIGHT
INGBREATHINGBREATH

REJUVENAT

3_15_09_SteeplechaseTimes.indd   1 3/10/09   5:44 PM


