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CHESHIRE HUNT
Pennbrook Farm - 35 acres with 

19th c. house & lovely architectural 
details / mature trees / ponds and apt. 

24 stall barn / prime horse boarding facility
$2,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Beautiful 5BR Cape Cod on 15 acres 

surrounded by open space & horse farms  
Tranquil country setting!

$1,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
Charm personified! Stone 3BR house 

with gardens / wonderful 5 stall bank barn 
on 5.5 acres / a Chester County Classic

Price Upon Request

CHESHIRE HUNT
Pristine and tranquil / 114 eased acres 

situated adjacent to the Laurels Preserve 
with sweeping views and lovely fields

Price Upon Request

CHESHIRE HUNT
Prime location for 44 eased acres

 in heart of Cheshire Hunt country 
18th c. house & gorgeous fields

$2,200,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Classic brick and stone PA farm house  

Superb setting with spectacular 
southern views on 38+ acres

$2,650,000
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News & Notes from around the circuit

Take A Number
105  Temperature of the studio 
where jockey George Hundt prac-
tices yoga at Bikram Yoga Main Line. 
He says it helps with his flexibility, 
strength and weight management. It’s 
also really hot.

104  Horses that started in the 
four NSA meets April 25.

73 Owners at the four meets.

44 Trainers at the four meets.

42 Jockeys at the four meets.

Bernie Parent Award
Jockey Carl Rafter leads in the unofficial 

race for Jockey Save of the Year. 
Rafter got bounced out of the tack when 

Country Cousin made a mistake at the wa-
ter fence in Great Meadow’s maiden hurdle. 
The jockey’s hands came off the reins, his 
feet came out of the irons and he wound up 
sitting behind the saddle only to regain every-
thing in a matter of strides and continue on to 
the next fence. They finished sixth, but Rafter 
was a winner just for staying on.

“It was more luck than judgment, that 
much I know,” Rafter said when asked how he 
managed the feat. “He stretched when he saw 
the water and took the reins out of my hands. 
I pretty much let go of him so he had his head 
and was just laying back and trying to stay with 
him. He just came back up straight, really tried. 
I was able to grab the reins, put my irons in and 
go on to the next one. He did really well to stand up. I was on his 
back, not the saddle.”

Art Appreciation
Maryland Hunt Cup winner Michele Marieschi is named after 

an Italian painter of landscapes in the 1700s. He was known for 
painting vedutas, or large-scale, high-detail paintings. The horse 
raced on the flat in Europe for owner Richard Green, owner of the 
Richard Green art gallery in London. Marieschi is not the only Ital-
ian painter to be represented by an American steeplechaser. The 
other was Correggio. The man lived from 1489-1534 and was con-
sidered a revolutionary for his works including the “Assumption 
of the Virgin” fresco on the ceiling of the cathedral of Parma. The 
horse won the Eclipse Award as champion steeplechaser in 1996.

Worth Repeating
“I figured the racing gods would pay me back. I just didn’t expect 
it this soon.”

Owner/rider George Hundt Jr., on his mishap 
at My Lady’s Manor and victory in the Maryland Hunt Cup

“Somewhere, Snickerpops is smiling.”
Hundt, on his racing pony who used to lose (badly) 

to Ricky Hendriks and Red Raven back in the day

“Mrs. Naylor didn’t raise any dumb kids.”
Owner Irv Naylor, on his way to the 

horse men’s tent (and out of the rain) at Winterthur

Question: “Does this horse have talent?”
Answer: “I don’t know. He hasn’t stayed sound long enough to 
find out.”

Owner: “How are we going to do?”
Honest trainer: “We’re going to get crushed.”

“I found another one that would run off with me.”
Jockey Bernie dalton, on winning 

a race with dalucci at the Queen’s Cup

“Is this the voice of the Queen’s Cup Steeplechase?”
Tony Bentley, voice of the Atlanta Steeplechase, 

to announcer dave Johnson who was making 
a rare appearance at a jump race

“What do you think?”
Jockey Liam McVicar, when asked if he and trainer 

Jimmy day made the 5:40 flight out of Atlanta (they didn’t)

“I’ve been to Point-to-Point but this is my first time here.”
Racegoer Mike Ratliff, regular at Winterthur 

(known simply as Point-to-Point to most), after 
going to the Atlanta Steeplechase for the first time 

“Don’t you have to get that suit back by 5?”
Trainer Neil Howard to 19-year-old jockey Joe Talamo, 

who was wearing a gray pinstripe suit, 
Wednesday morning of derby Week

“No you didn’t.”
daily Racing Form columnist Jay Hovdey 

to ST’s Sean Clancy when hearing he wrote 
a column about un-retiring from the saddle

“Oh, it’s definitely easier being a jockey. We don’t get those phone 
calls.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, 
comparing riding horses to owning horses

“I probably won’t need them for this horse.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard after discovering he 

didn’t have his binoculars before the maiden 
claimer at Atlanta (Sheppard’s horse finished last)

“Four race meets on one day and I have two rides.”
Leading jockey (at the time) 

Robbie Walsh before the Atlanta Steeplechase

“Can you believe that?”
Trainer Richard Valentine, at the 7-eleven 

in Marshall, Va., the morning after winning 
the Maryland Hunt Cup with Michele Marieschi

“I’ve never seen anything like this.”
Former jockey, Gus Brown, after 

going to the Kentucky Rolex event

“You’re not writing anything down are you? I know you’ve got a 
loose pen.”

Jockey Shaun Bridgmohan 
to ST’s Sean Clancy in the paddock at Churchill downs

“I told you he was a machine.”
eclipse Award-winning trainer Todd Pletcher when hearing 

former pupil, Rare Bush, had won twice over jumps this spring

“My horse runs like your horse.”
Jockey Michael Harris when asked by jockey Willie dowling 

what he was planning on doing in the Foxfield flat race, 
where dowling rode two-time champion Good Night Shirt

“Forty. In the Grand National. The good news is there are three of 
us calling the race.”

Churchill downs announcer, Mark Johnson, 
when asked about the biggest field he had called. Johnson 
only had to announce 19 horses in his first Kentucky derby.

“Times have changed.”
dr. John Fisher when seeing ST’s Sean Clancy 

at the Kentucky derby instead of the Virginia Gold Cup

“Oh, I’ve got some jumpers. And I’ve got owners who don’t want 
to hear they own jumpers.”

Churchill downs flat trainer when 
asked if he had any jumpers in his barn 

Postcard from 
     Louisville, KY

“I galloped for Jack Fisher when he was first at Polly (Riggs’), 

when he only had a couple of horses. We had to follow him on 

Call Louis, wherever he went, we had to go. It was scary, but it 

was fun. Those were the days. They were really fun days, I love 

what I’m doing now, but in a way you miss it. As for Einstein, 

he’s doing amazing and he needs to run. You can’t give 

him too much time between races. I jogged him two 

miles the other day, that was not fun.”

– Helen Pitts
two days before Einstein defended his crown 

in the Woodford Reserve Turf Classic 

on Derby Day at Churchill Downs

einstein (left)
Scott Serio/Eclipse SportsWire
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Lucky 13
Salmo, a 13-year-old timber warrior, turned back time and Bubble Economy to 
win a second Virginia Gold Cup. Desmond Fogarty had the veteran trained to the 
second and Salmo streaked to the line as the oldest winner since 1972.
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Hundt (Jr.) Cup
George Hundt Jr. and Michele Marieschi did what all but one couldn’t in the Mary-
land Hunt Cup; jump clean and land on your feet. Michele Marieschi took the lead 
late and held Rosbrian at bay as six of the eight starters failed to finish. 
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A little more than a month into the season and the competition is tight in the ST 
fantasy stable game. Van Cushny shows the way through April.
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Over Here, People
Janet Elliot and Margaret Duprey looked far and wide for a new acquisition before 
staying in-house with Dalucci. The 6-year-old proved they made the right choice at 
Charlotte with a powerful score to continue Elliot’s hot start to 2009. 
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THE PLAINS, Va. – Old? Yes. 
Washed up? No. 

Carrying the mileage of a racing ca-
reer that began at the point-to-points in 
2000, Salmo added more lore to his leg-
end with a front-running, bold-jumping 
score in the $75,000 Galen Capital Vir-
ginia Gold Cup timber stakes at Great 
Meadow May 2. Irv Naylor’s 13-year-
old warrior won his second Gold Cup 
in three years and avenged a narrow 
loss to Bubble Economy in the Interna-
tional Gold Cup last fall.

“The horse has more problems phys-
ically than Charles Manson had men-
tally,” jockey Darren Nagle said bluntly 
afterward. 

While no one would really want to 
prove that declaration, Salmo does car-
ry around an old bowed tendon, timber 
shins, a scar on his left hip and the ac-
companying ailments from 14 NSA tim-
ber starts spread over six seasons. Sal-
mo raced just twice in 2007, a second 
at Middleburg in April and a win in the 
Gold Cup, before finding the sidelines. 
Last year, he made just one start – (sec-
ond, beaten a neck) in the International 
Gold Cup in October.

Trainer Desmond Fogarty mapped 
out a 2009 plan designed to produce 
a fit, and sound, horse for the Virginia 
Gold Cup. Salmo took a short autumn 
break and stayed in training either on 
Naylor’s farm near Butler, Md. or at Fair 
Hill Training Center. Fogarty aimed to 
get his horse in shape without stretching 
that tendon unnecessarily.

“I don’t work him that hard, I can’t,” 
said the trainer. “Long, steady gallops. 
We had a couple of stalls at Fair Hill 
over the winter and he would go every 
day I could take him. I’d be careful with 
him, keep an eye on him. He’s actually 
not that hard to get fit for a big, old 
horse. We didn’t give  him a prep run 
over timber because of the soundness is-
sues. You can tell when he’s fit – he can 
go 3 miles around that Fair Hill track at 
race pace.”

Salmo tuned up for the 4-mile Gold 
Cup with flat spins at Marlborough and 
Fairfax point-to-points April 5 and 19, 
respectively. He entered as one of the 
players, though younger horses Bubble 
Economy (the 2008 Virginia and Interna-

tional Gold Cup winner), Erin Go Bragh, 
Seeyouattheevent and South Monarch 
played the roles of contenders. 

Salmo went right to the front at the 
start and soared over the first to take a 
quick lead on J. Alfred Prufrock, South 
Monarch, Bubble Economy and Seey-
ouattheevent as the field set up single-
file. J. Alfred Prufrock passed the winner 
after a lap and stayed out front until Sal-
mo surged away at the 19th of 23 fences. 
Nagle ramped up the pace with hopes of 
taking the run out of the closers.

“I decided that when we got down 
to the water (the 19th) I’d roll on from 
there, it was the only way to take the 
sting out of Bubble Economy’s kick and 
not kill our guy for the stretch,” said the 
jockey. “It worked out perfectly.”

Bubble Economy (Xavier Aizpuru) 
matched Salmo’s first move and ad-
vanced to second on the final turn. He 
lost momentum with a poor jump at 
the second-last, Salmo seized control 
and drew off to win by 2 1/4 lengths in 
8:33 3/5 for the 4 miles. Erin Go Bragh 
(Paddy Young) rallied from the back to 
finish third.

“I thought he was tired going down 
to the last, there was no real stride there 
and I  had to go in and pop it,” said 
Nagle. “But he just put his head down 
and tried his heart out all the way to 
the line.”

Nagle and Fogarty complimented 
each other on contributing to the win, 

but the trainer’s feat takes precedent.
“He’s a 13-year-old horse making his 

first start of the year, against top-class 
horses, young horses at the top of their 
games,” said Nagle. “What a training 
performance; it’s absolutely unbeliev-
able. You wouldn’t think it could be 
done. Trust me, it has nothing to do 
with me. I was just a passenger.”

• Trainer Richard Valentine and 
jockey Robbie Walsh greeted each other 
on the track after Four Schools won the 
third. They nodded, brushed aside a few 
tears and headed for the winner’s circle. 
They smiled but didn’t smile, frowned 
but didn’t frown.

One race after losing rising star Bee 
Charmer to a breakdown, Valentine 
and Walsh rode their emotions back to-
ward the top after Four Schools stopped 
seven foes in the $20,000 starter allow-
ance hurdle. Owned by Jacqueline Ohr-
strom, Four Schools won a pace battle 
with Swimming River, took a 2-length 
lead down the backside and held off 
Bow Strada (Chip Miller) to win by 
a half-length in 4:56 2/5 for the 2 1/2 
miles. Duke Of Earl finished third.

Valentine and Walsh talked about the 
loss as much as the win.

“I know I’m soft, but it hurts when-
ever you lose one and he was a good 
one,” Valentine said of Bee Charmer. 

 THE

HOFFBERGER
INSURANCE GROUP

Providing bloodstock insurance and other related 
services to the Thoroughbred Industry:

Richard Hoffberger, President
5700 Smith Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21209-3609

Phone (410) 542-3300 Fax (410) 542-3399
(800) 547-5501 (Outside Maryland)

Douglas Lees
Salmo (center, darren Nagle) holds off Bubble economy (right) and erin Go Bragh in the Virginia 
Gold Cup.

Still Standing
Old pro Salmo adds another stakes
to extend timber legend into 2009

bY JOe CLanCY viRGiNiA GOld cuP
Saturday, May 2

See gold cup page 7

Douglas Lees
When The Saints (left, Liam McVicar) denies Terpsichorean in the allowance hurdle.
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...that the National Steeplechase 
Foundation funds the National 
Steeplechase Association drug testing program? 
The NSA’s official laboratory tests the winner of 
each race on the circuit, the first three finishers 
in major stakes, and other horses tabbed for 
testing by NSA stewards. In addition, the drug-
testing policy includes random pre-race tests 
for banned substances and testing for anabolic 
steroids. Despite the challenges of racing at 32 
individual stops on the circuit, the NSA has 
one of the most cutting-edge medication 
programs in Thoroughbred racing.

Did you 
know

“I don’t think I’ll ever get one that fast, 
that good, that . . . I know it happens, but 
that doesn’t make it easier. Four Schools, 
you’ve got to love him winning but it’s 
difficult to get too happy.”

“For that to happen to anyone you ride 
for is hard, but when it’s Richard or some-
one you know that well, it seems worse,” 
said Walsh. “There’s more bad than good 
in this sport sometimes, and you’ve got 
to take it. The highs usually outweigh the 
lows, but today that’s a low that will out-
weigh the highs for a while. I know how 
much Richard loves the horse. He’s a special, special 
horse. He was the best horse Richard had.”

Four Schools might be that horse now. Claimed by 
Valentine last year, the Irish-bred earned better than 
$52,000 last year and opened 2009 with a second at 
the Queen’s Cup a week before Great Meadow. 

“He was sharp and keen and really jumped on it 
once we got in front and whenever someone came to 
him, he jumped on it again,” said Walsh. “He really 
dug in for us – must have known we needed it.”

• Neil Morris wanted a nice spot to bring back 
When The Saints, and Great Meadow’s allowance 
hurdle looked like the place. Until the Kinross Farm 
trainer saw the entries.

“I wanted to see who was going to the little race at 
Iroquois,” said Morris of the Marcellus Frost Stakes 
May 9. “I wanted him out. This looked that tough. 
This was a serious group of horses.”

The best allowance field of the season brought out 
Camden winner Bee Charmer, the unbeaten Dynanto-
nia, the Grade I-placed Red Letter Day, dual winner 
Rainiero, plus solid maiden winners Right Hand Red, 
Terpsichorean and Seeking No More. When The Saints 
hadn’t run since breaking his maiden in October 2007. 

The $30,000 race, for non-winners of two other 
than, lived up to Morris’ assessment but When The 
Saints did not look overmatched. 

Sitting off the lively pace of Bee Charmer, Red Let-
ter Day and Rainiero, When The Saints jumped in 
rhythm for 2 miles. Liam McVicar said go on the final 
run down the backstretch and When The Saints tack-
led Rainiero (Jody Petty) on the final turn. Terpsicho-
rean (Danielle Hodsdon) spent even more time sitting 
off the early heat and charged into the fray down the 
stretch. When The Saints hung on to win by a dimin-
ishing neck in 4:54 for the 2 1/2 miles as Rainiero 
stayed for third.

“They were absolutely flying in front of me and I 
was switching mine just to keep him interested,” said 
McVicar. “He kind of jumped himself into the race 
down the back and coming around the bend I got a 
good breather into him. I got to Jody and I thought 
the race was done – then I see Danielle Hodsdon out 
of the corner of my eye. My horse was getting tired, 
but he hung on pretty well.”

Bad news marred the race as Bee Charmer broke 
down behind and was euthanized. The 7-year-old Irish 
import won twice in five hurdle starts after a solid flat 
career.

• Shopping for a steeplechase prospect, trainer Eddie 
Graham checked out Better Be Ready. He warranted 
Graham’s attention based on breeding, conformation, 
connections, potential and some recommendations.

But Better Be Ready came up short, literally.
“I went to see him and he was 4, but I thought he 

looked like a 2-year-old,” said Graham. “I liked him, 
he was really nice but he was pretty small.”

Graham bought the half-brother to 2004 Breeders’ 
Cup Turf winner Better Talk Now for main client Clo-
revia Farm and followed the long-range plan. Better Be 
Ready raced on the flat in 2008, grew into himself and 
pointed for 2009. Consider him all grown up now.

The 5-year-old son of More Than Ready ran down 
strong early leader Whistling Deputy and won the 
opener, a $25,000 Sport of Kings maiden hurdle, by 
1 3/4 lengths. Better Be Ready (Petty) held off Bullet 
Dancer (Liam McVicar) late as Whistling Deputy (Aiz-
puru) hung on for third after 2 1/2 miles in 5:09.

The win confirmed Graham’s initial assessment and 
backed up a solid fourth in his debut at Strawberry 
Hill April 11.

“He came out of that race great so I thought he’d 
run well,” said Graham, a former assistant to Bruce 

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 6

Douglas Lees
Four Schools (left, Robbie Walsh) shows the way in the starter allowance hurdle.

See gold cup page 8 
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1st. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
1. Better Be Ready  L 154  Petty
2. Bullet Dancer  L 149  McVicar 
3. Whistling Deputy  L 154  Aizpuru
4. Imperial Way  L 140  Whelan
5. Global Genius (Ire)  L 154  Walsh
6. Country Cousin  L 154  Rafter
7. Sonic Charm  L 154  Slater
8. Artist’s Stroke   154  Dalton
9. Expel  L 154  Murphy
10. Indy Run  L 149  Mackenzie 
11. Class Crash   140  Boucher
12. Mr. Pike  L 154  Hodsdon
PU. Cahill’s Touch  L 154  Young
PU. Sermonize  L 149  Nagle
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 5:09.
O: Clorevia Farm. T: Eddie Graham.
Dk. b./br. g. 5, More Than Ready-Bendita, Bald-
ski. Bred by Dr. and Mrs. Gary Priest (Ky).

2nd. $25,000. Open timber. 3 miles. 
Steeplethon Course.

1. Scuba Steve  L 160  Rafter
2. Major Malibu  L 155  Dowling 
3. Cat Walkin  L 155 Petty 
4. Profowens (Ire)      155  Spate
PU. Incaseyouraminer  L 155  Swope
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 6:12. 
O: Perry Bolton. T: Kathy McKenna.
B. g. 9, Distorted Humor-Frigid Zone, Procida. 
Bred by Charles Nuckols Jr. and Sons (Ky).

3rd. $30,000. Allowance hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
NW2 other than.

1. When The Saints  L 139 McVicar 
2. Terpsichorean  L 148  Hodsdon 
3. Rainiero (Chi)  L 156 Petty
4. Right Hand Red  L 147  Santoro
5. Red Letter Day  L 156  Dalton
PU. Dynantonia  L 156  Ryan
PU. Bee Charmer (Ire) L 156  Walsh 
PU. Bawdy Ballad  L 141  Slater
PU. Seeking No More  L 152 Aizpuru
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:54. 
O: Kinross Farm. T: Neil Morris.
B. g. 7, Saint Ballado-Outlasting, Seattle Slew. 
Bred by Jon Kelly (Ky).

4th. $20,000. Str. allow. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
Started for 30k or less in 2008-2009.

1. Four Schools (Ire)  L 150  Walsh
2. Bow Strada (GB)  L 154  Miller
3. Duke Of Earl (Ire)  L 150 Aizpuru
4. Cuse  L 146  Rafter 
5. Swimming River  L 146 Watts
6. Humdinger  L 153 McVicar 
7. Fabi’s Legacy  L 150  Spate
PU. Fantorini  L 146  Dowling
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:56 2/5. 
O: Jacqueline Ohrstrom. T: Richard Valentine.
B. g. 9, Raise A Grand (Ire)-Haanem (Ire), Mto-
to (Ire). Bred by Teresa Bergin (Ire).

5th. $75,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles.
The Virginia Gold Cup.

1. Salmo  L 165  Nagle
2. Bubble Economy  L 165 Aizpuru
3. Erin Go Bragh (NZ)  L 165  Young
4. J. Alfred Prufrock      165  Somers
5. Orison  L 165  Rafter 
PU. South Monarch  L 165 Petty
PU. Seeyouattheevent  L 165  Dowling
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 8:33 3/5. 
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Ch. g. 13, Northern Baby-Melantha, Vast Em-
pire. Bred by Sara Collette (Va).

6th. $10.000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price.

1. The Manner Born  L 144  Hodsdon
2. What A Prize (NZ)  L 156  Young
3. Meshwaar  L 154  Colvin
4. I Hear Banjos  L 136  Dowling 
5. Society Milliner (Ire)  L 143 McVicar
6. Rosemont Runner  L 148  Slater
7. The Editor  L 142  Murphy
8. Dutch Smoke  L 144  Nagle
9. Gatornation  L 148  Rafter
10. Wadi Rum      148  Walsh 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 5:13 2/5. 
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Gr./ro. m. 5, Waquoit-Peerless Peeress, Lord 
Avie. Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa).

Virginia Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. Saturday, May 2. Turf: Good.

Miller. “He’s funny about getting to the 
lead too soon, but watching him here 
he just kept going. I was proud of him – 
that’s a big win, a big win.”

• When the entries came out for the 
$25,000 Steeplethon, Great Meadow’s 
version of the old Superstars obstacle 
course competition (though, alas, no 
blocking sleds to push or tires to run 
through), handicappers stopped at Scu-
ba Steve’s name. 

He faced four rivals from the April 
11 Alfred Hunt at Middleburg, which 
he won by 9 lengths, and smacked them 
around again – this time over a 3-mile 
course with tougher jumping questions.

Owned by Perry Bolton, the 9-year-
old thrived over the 19 fences – hurdle, 
timber, stone, brush, log, water. Scuba 
Steve (Carl Rafter) set a strong pace 
throughout and shrugged off a stretch 
run from Major Malibu (Willie Dowl-
ing) to win by an easy 1 1/2 lengths in 
6:12. Cat Walkin (Petty) finished third 
as Scuba Steve became a two-time win-
ner for the second consecutive year.

Rafter enjoyed the spin, and called it 
an improvement over Middleburg.

“I had horses upsides me there and 
I couldn’t take too much of a hold of 
him and had trouble getting round the 
bends,” the jockey said. “I was on my 
own here and he hugged the beacons 
just great. What a smashing horse to 
ride.”

• As starter Barry Watson dropped 
the flag to begin the finale, The Man-
ner Born leaned sideways, got out of 
line and broke well behind in a field of 
10. Afterward, Watson apologized – not 
that he needed to.

“She was blocked and I didn’t see her, 
but I guess it worked out OK,” Watson 
told jockey Danielle Hodsdon.

Bill Pape’s 5-year-old mare spot-
ted her rivals plenty of ground at the 
start, but they chased her at the finish 
as she charged past everyone to win 
the $10,000 maiden claiming hurdle by 
three-quarters of a length in 5:13 2/5 
for the 2 1/2 miles. Pacesetter What A 
Prize (Paddy Young) stayed for second 
with Meshwaar (Gregg Ryan) third.

A leggy dark gray daughter of Wa-
quoit, The Manner Born broke her flat 
maiden at Colonial Downs last summer 
but switched to hurdles by the end of 
the season. In two starts this year, she 
didn’t settle and jumped poorly at Cam-
den and lost Hodsdon with a mistake at 
Block House. 

Everything went perfectly this time.
“I wanted her to relax, I didn’t want 

her to be that far back early but it let 
her relax and work her way up,” said 
the jockey. “It’s such a big open course, 
you have long straightaways, so you can 
work your way up in the field without 
creating traffic issues as long as you stay 
put on the turns.”

Trained by Jonathan Sheppard, The 
Manner Born didn’t put a foot wrong.

“She never missed a fence,” said 
Hodsdon. “If I sat, she patted the 
ground, if I asked for one she gave it to 
me. I was thrilled with her.”

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 7

Tod Marks
Better Be Ready (right, Jody Petty) catches Whistling deputy at the last in the maiden.
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Winterthur Races
Winterthur, De. Sunday, May 3. Turf: soft.

1st. $7,500. Mdn. timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. Rainbows For Luck  L 165  Young 
2. Mickie Blue (Ire)  L 165 Whelan
3. Wazee Moto  L 155  Williams
4. Tap Tap  L 165  Murphy
PU. Meet At Eleven (Ire)  L 165  Slater
PU. N J Devil  L 160  Nagle
PU. In Pursuit Of Love  L 165  Rafter 
Mgn: Nose. Time: 7:06. 
O: Greg Bentley. T: Paul Rowland.
B. g. 8, Benny The Dip-Rainbow’s Classic, Re-
gal Classic. Bred by Sam-Son Farm (Canada).

2nd. $7,500. Mdn. timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. Skiperoo  L 165 Petty
2. The Whacker (Ire)      165  Slater 
3. Delta Park  L 157  Boniface
4. Excentrikbydesign  L 155  Nagle
5. Template  L 155  Stierhoff
F. Armed Brat      165  Watts
PU. Fieldview L 165  Rafter
Mgn: 5. Time: 7:19 2/5.
O: Sanna Hendriks. T: Hendriks.
Gr./ro. g. 9, Skip Away-Exactly Like You (Ire), 
Sassafras (FR). Bred by Richard Trontz and 
Hopewell Stallions (Ky).

3rd. $20,000. Open timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. More Fascination  L 150  Young
2. Irish Prince (NZ)  L 155 Petty

3. Yin Yang  L 150  Slater
4. Bon Caddo       155  Chalfin
LR. Tacloban  L 150  Dowling
Mgn: Neck. Time: 7:12 3/5.
O: Silverton Hill Farm. T: Leslie Young,
B. g. 6, Dynaformer-Desiray, Deputy Minister. 
Bred by Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Moss (Ky).

4th. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3-1/4 miles.
NW $9,000 in 2008-2009. Amatuer Jockeys.
1. Bequeathed      170  Worrall
2. Foiled Again  L 180  Dryden
3. Heros Among Us  L 172  McKenna
4. Quaremba      170  Cochran
5. Dreaming Of Glory      162  Vest
LR. Ghost Bar  L 170  Stettinius 
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 7:32 3/5.
O: Scanden Stable. T: Dawn Williams.
Dk. b/br. g. 10, Deputed Testamony-Romanissimo, 
Double Zeus. Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa).

5th. Training flat. 1-3/4 miles.
1. Reveillon  L 155  Rafter
2. La Marseillaise  L 155  Steall
3. Prettymarsh  L 150  Dowling
4. Taconnet      155  Walsh
5. Cold Snap  L 150 Aizpuru
6. River Kwai  L 150  Slater
7. Ha Sohn  L 156  Swope
Mgn: 5 1/2. Time: 3:47:3/5.
O: Move Up Stable. T: Kathy McKenna.
B. g. 5, Dynaformer-Kuda, Strawberry Road. 
Bred by Haras Santa Maria de Araras S.A. (Ky). 

WILMINGTON, Del. – Trainer 
Dawn Williams got a little unexpected 
assistance when her horses Bequeathed 
and Bon Caddo got a visit from an old 
friend prior to the Winterthur Races 
May 3. 

“Jonathan Sheppard came today and 
looked at both of my horses, running 
his hands down their legs and every-
thing,” Williams said. “That made it all 
worthwhile.”

Scanden Stable’s Bequeathed did his 
part as well. The former Sheppard pu-
pil took the $5,000 amateur highweight 
for Williams and Patrick Worrall, who 
co-owns Scanden with his mother Mar-
garet.

Foiled Again and Heros Among Us 
set the early pace in the 3 1/4-mile con-
test, while Quaremba and Bequeathed 
sparred behind the two leaders. Wor-
rall began his winning move as the field 
came down the hill for the final time; 
drawing in on Heros Among Us while 
Foiled Again followed the winner. Be-
queathed took charge and streaked up 
the hill to score by 5 1/2 lengths over 
Foiled Again (Dyson Dryden) and He-
ros Among Us (Todd McKenna). 

The final time over the soft turf was 
7:32 3/5.

Worrall bought Bequeathed, a Shep-
pard-bred half-brother to Colonial 
Cup winner Romantic, in the spring 
of 2008 with the idea of running him 
in the amateur highweight series. The 
jockey climbed aboard for the first time 
at the Green Spring Point-to-Point in 
March 2008 and the pair ran second. 
Bequeathed made his first NSA start a 
month later at Grand National and fin-
ished fifth (only to disqualified), which 
marked his last start of 2008.

Bequeathed has raised the bar this 
year. He won at Green Spring in March 
and the Loudoun Point-to-Point in 
April. 

Not bad for a horse that made one 
start for Sheppard in 2003 before suc-
cumbing to a number injuries.

“They had trouble keeping him 
sound early on so he got shuffled around 
and Bruce Fenwick ended up with him. 
Someone else owned him and he wasn’t 
the best hunter in the world and it didn’t 
look like he would handle the big fences 

over timber,” Worrall said. “I was look-
ing for a horse for something just like 
today and it’s worked out great. He’s 
just a true stayer and is so well-bred. 
He’s very useful for me at this level and 
we’re having a lot of fun together.”

Williams has had her share of fun 
with former Sheppard runners. Bon 
Caddo’s win at the Grand National 
marked her first career NSA win two 
weeks earlier. That runner finished off 
the board in the third race at Winter-
thur, but Bequeathed carried the flag a 
race later. 

“He’s my foxhunter and everybody’s 
favorite horse. His breeding made me 
want to run him. I’ve had him for four 
years and he won at Loudoun in 2006, 
his first year,” Williams said. “It’s a 
dream come true. He’s done everything 
we mapped out for him and did every-
thing we asked.”

• Leslie Young was ecstatic when 
Silverton Hill Farm’s More Fascina-
tion broke his maiden over hurdles at 
Saratoga’s Open House in July 2007. 

She also knew her enthusiasm would be 
short-lived.

“If you win (a Sport of Kings maiden 
race), you’re stuck in a novice stakes 
race and More Fascination had ability 
but that was tough on him because he 
was better suited to being an allowance 
hurdle horse,” Young said. “(My hus-
band) Paddy always thought he would 
make a nice timber horse because the 
longer the better with him. He’s always 
been too good, too careful over hurdles. 
So we schooled him over the winter, did 
some show jumping with, some cross-
country schooling with him.”

At Winterthur Young’s enthusiasm 
returned, and judging by More Fasci-
nation’s neck win over former timber 
champion Irish Prince in the $20,000 
open timber, it’s here to stay this time.

Ying Yang (James Slater) bounded 
off to an early lead in the 3 1/4-mile test 
while Irish Prince (Jody Petty) and Ta-
cloban followed in close pursuit. More 
Fascination and Bon Caddo completed 

Tod Marks
More Fascination (right, Paddy Young) matches strides witih (from left) Irish Prince, Tacloban 
and Yin Yang in the feature at Winterthur.

Still Giving
Bequeathed hands out timber win;
More Fascination captures feature

bY brIan nadeau WiNTeRThuR STeePlechASe
Sunday, May 3

See winterthur page 11 
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the order as the field made its way through the first 
two circuits.

Irish Prince forged to the lead at the 12th fence and 
quickly opened up 3 lengths. Young quickly guided 
More Fascination into second for the final run down 
the hill. Irish Prince maintained his lead over the last, 
when More Fascination picked up the chase in ear-
nest. More Fascination drew on even terms with Irish 
Prince midway up the hill and wrestled the lead away 
late to score by a neck. Yin Yang held for third, more 
than 7  lengths behind the winner, who completed the 
distance in 7:12 3/5.

Young received More Fascination from Silverton 
Hill in the summer of 2007 and the son of Dynaform-
er proved a quick study when he made his first start 
over hurdles a winning one at Open House.

More Fascination made his timber debut at the 
Warrenton Hunt Point-to-Point March 14 and won 
by 3 lengths over a decent field. Young’s confidence 
was buoyed even more at the Fairfax Point-to-Point, 
when More Fascination followed Orison around in an 
open timber.

“We finished right behind Orison and Paddy wasn’t 
hard on him at all because we were just trying to give 
him an education. So we came here and we were going 
to run in the maiden but we thought ‘why not run in 
the open race?’ Young said. “We saw Irish Prince in 
here and that we were only getting five pounds, so if 
we were going to be in the top three we would have 
been delighted, but it all worked out. He just kept 
coming and coming and grinded it out up the hill.”

• Sometimes in the midst of an educational run you 
realize you can go for a little more. For Paddy Young 
that moment came on the far turn of the $7,500 maid-
en timber aboard Greg Bentley’s Rainbows For Luck, 
who was making his timber debut in the opener.

“At first it was just win if we can and do our best, 
but it was just a spin around out there and get some 
experience,” Young said. “But then when we jumped 
the second-last I thought we had a good chance to get 
there.”

And though it took every inch of the uphill run to 
the finish line, Rainbows For Luck did get there in 
the shadow of the wire, besting Mickie Blue (Padge 
Whelan) by a head in the 3 1/4-mile maiden, with Wa-
zee Moto (Melanie Williams) third. The winner com-
pleted the distance in 7:06. 

N J Devil cut out the early fractions, while Tap Tap, 
Wazee Moto and Rainbows For Luck stalked the lead-
er and Mickie Blue bided his time toward the back. 
N J Devil was pulled up on the turn and as the field 
went by the tower for the final time the complexion 
changed. In Pursuit Of Love took over, Whelan moved 
Mickie Blue into contention and Rainbows For Luck 
lost a few spots as the group went out of view. 

As the field came back into the picture Mickie Blue 
began a run toward the lead. Rainbows For Luck fol-
lowed that move and the pair spurted clear on the final 
downhill run. They turned for home well ahead of Wa-
zee Moto and met the last together. Mickie Blue and 

Rainbows For Luck hit the uphill run on even terms, 
with neither ready to admit defeat. Mickie Blue dug in 
gamely and repelled a pair of challenges from Rain-
bows For Luck before succumbing in the final strides. 

“Padge’s horse picked it up again at the second-last 
and I thought he was going to get the best of me,” 
Young said. “Then coming over the last I didn’t think 
he was running away from us. When I got up along-
side of him I thought again I had him, but he kept 
digging in. Finally nearing the line I got there and held 
him.”

Trained by Paul Rowland, Rainbows For Luck raced 
13 times over hurdles and scored his lone victory last 
September at Kentucky Downs. After the 8-year-old 
son of Benny The Dip finished off the board in three 
subsequent hurdle starts, including his seasonal debut 
in April at Strawberry Hill, Rowland decided a career 
change was in order. 

“We were happy with the way he was running over 
hurdles, but no matter how much you got after him 
he was just too cautious. He just thinks it’s more fun 
to air the hurdles than to brush through them, so we 
all knew that eventually he’s going to end up being 
a timber horse,” Rowland said. “He was jumping so 
big and I think that’s what was costing him races, so 
we said we would try timber at Winterthur. Our plan, 
with the ground being on the soft side, was to give him 
a trial run. To keep him farther back, give him a good 
school around and then go to the maiden race at Wil-
lowdale next week. But we’ll sure take the win.” 

• When you’re a 9-year-old gelding with only one 
start over the past three years it’s safe to assume things 
haven’t gone according to plan. Sanna Hendriks’ Skip-
eroo (Jody Petty) tried life as a hurdle horse in 2006, 
moonlighted as a ladies foxhunter for a brief spell in 
2008 and finally got a leading role when he scored in 
the second division of the $7,500 maiden timber.

The Whacker led the proceedings for much of the 
running while Skiperoo tracked from second. Template 
and Armed Brat followed while Delta Park stayed off 
the pace. Skiperoo took over as the field entered the 
downhill run and turned into the stretch with a com-
manding 4-length lead. He poured it on from there. 
Skiperoo hit the final fence widening with every stride 
and glided under the line an easy 5-length winner over 
The Whacker (James Slater) and Delta Park (Fritz 
Boniface), who rallied belatedly for third. The final 
time for the 3 1/4 miles was 7:19 2/5.

Skiperoo raced 34 times on the flat for Dogwood 
Stable before being turned over to Hendriks for a hur-
dle career in 2006. The son of Skip Away started once 
over hurdles in August 2006, running a distant fifth in 
a Colonial Downs maiden. Skiperoo came out of that 
run injured and subsequently missed the next three 
years. Dogwood opted not to press on with Skiperoo 
and began trying to find him a new home. Hendriks 
knew just the place.

“I always liked his type, so I thought I’ll just keep 
him and hunt him myself. So we gave him the time 
off and Paddy (Young) hunted him a bit last year and 
Jody hunted him all this season,” Hendriks said. “He’s 
not a terrific hunter. He’s a good jumper but just not a 
ladies hunter because he’s a bit of a handful.”

Hendriks raced Skiperoo at the Warrenton Hunt 
Point-to-Point March 14 and was encouraged enough 
by his fourth to head to Camden and the allowance 
timber March 28. Once again things didn’t go accord-
ing to plan.

 “We ran him in Camden and he fell. I thought he 
would run well but he made a green mistake when he 
got a little intimidated by a horse in front of him who 
drifted out,” Hendriks said. “So we went to Plan C 
and went to the Plumsted Point-to-Point and he won 
there which gave me some confidence to try this spot 
with him.”

Winterthur –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Bequeathed (right, Patrick Worrall) shows the way late in the highweight timber at Winterthur.
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KINGSTON, Ga. – Danielle Hodsdon shrugged 
her shoulders. Padge Whelan stared straight ahead. 
Stewards studied the photo.

Hodsdon got the nod. 
Hodsdon on The Price Of Love and Whelan aboard 

Dictina’s Boy matched strides at the second-last in the 
Georgia Cup April 25 and battled all the way up the 
long Atlanta hill. The Price Of Love held off Dictina’s 
Boy, who battled back in the waning strides to turn it 
into a head bob at the wire.

Only four horses showed up for the first novice 
stakes of the year. Bill Pape’s champion novice from 
last year, The Price Of Love, stood out in the diluted 
field of four. 

Trained by Jonathan Sheppard, The Price of Love 
won three times last year, including two dynamic wins 
at Saratoga where he polished off divisional power-
houses Be Certain and Seer. The homebred finished off 
the board once in seven starts, earning $122,792 while 
advancing from maiden to stakes winner in 2008. He 
started 2009 right where he left off.

The Georgia Cup took a hit when race coordinators 
announced a $25,000 reduction in the purse about 10 
days before entries and the 2-mile stakes took another 
hit when a negative course report (firm ground, sparse 
grass) came out after entry time. Four horses – actu-
ally two – were enough to put on a thrilling finish to 
the $50,000 stakes. 

It didn’t start that way. 
Starter Barry Watson dropped his flag and the jock-

eys reacted like they didn’t see it. They looked at each 
other – “you go . . . no, you go . . . I’m not going.”

Finally, Hodsdon melted The Price Of Love, the 
most experienced horse of the field with 10 previ-
ous starts, to gallop off in front. Dictina’s Boy pulled 
Whelan into second while Roddy Mackenzie posi-
tioned Northern Bay in third. Spy In The Sky settled 
in the back. 

The Price Of Love lobbed along on the front, jump-
ing consistently and nonchalantly while Dictina’s Boy 
raced outside, slightly unsettled in second and North-
ern Bay stalked inside. Spy In The Sky relaxed in 
fourth. The tempo quickened as the field went down 
the hill before jumping the closely positioned fifth and 

sixth fences. Spy In The Sky lost Liam McVicar at the 
seventh while Northern Bay and Dictina’s Boy went 
after the leader leaving the backside. The trio jumped 
the second-last on even terms. On the outside, Dicti-
na’s Boy dived through that one but, quickly got back 
on the engine and stuck his head in front coming to 
the last.  

The Price Of Love and Dictina’s 
Boy jumped that on even terms, but 
the Price Of Love accelerated from 
the fence to get a head on Dictina’s 
Boy. The duo set sail for the wire 
with The Price Of Love holding 
sway after 2 miles in 3:45.

“I was happy for the first turn. 
When they came to me coming 
to the second-to-last I was wor-
ried because we still had a half-
mile to go,” Hodsdon said. “They 
ganged up on me there, I almost 
let them go, but then I thought, 
‘Don’t be stupid.’ I had the inner 
and it makes a big difference on 
that turn. I tried to let them push 
him along and hoped he would 
find more from the last to the wire 
because he did twice at Saratoga 
last year.”

Bred by Sheppard and Pape, the 
6-year-old son of Prenup increased 
his career earnings to more than 
$200,000.

“We didn’t quite know what to expect with the 
lack of pace and a short field. Talk about lack of pace, 
they stood still when the man said go,” Sheppard said, 
while fishing for a beer in the ice chest in the owner/
trainer tent after the races. “He’s a tough horse, he’s 
not a super horse, but he’s game, he seems to thrive on 

close finishes. The other horse ran 
a tremendous race. For his second 
race, that was unbelievable.”

Originally, Sheppard pointed 
The Price Of Love to the novice 
stakes at Palm Beach but had to 
audible when organizers cancelled 
the April 4 meet. Instead, Shep-
pard prepped the Pennsylvania-
bred in a flat race, finishing second 
of four, at Stoneybrook April 4.

“We gave him a little time and 
got him up early thinking we’d go 
to Palm Beach, when that didn’t 
come off, we decided to run him 
in the flat race because he needed 
to do something,” Sheppard said. 
“He’s been a damn good horse. It’s 
going to be a tough step up once we 
get out of the novice races but you 
kind of have to hang around and 
pick your spots. It takes a heck of 
a horse to keep going all the time, 
once in a while you have a Good 

love Nip

Tod Marks
The Price Of Love (right, danielle Hodsdon) and dictina’s Boy battle over the last fence in the Georgia Cup.

Sheppard novice star
captures Georgia Cup
in tight photo finish

bY Sean CLanCY

ATlANTA STeePlechASe
Saturday, April 25

See atlanta page 13 
Tod Marks

Maiden winner Lunar Labor.
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Night Shirt who seems to handle it. This 
is a nice, solid horse, but he’s no Good 
Night Shirt.”

For now, The Price Of Love doesn’t 
have to worry about the likes of dual 
champion Good Night Shirt, stablemate 
Mixed Up or any horses in the open 
stakes division. Next stop, Radnor for 
the $75,000 National Hunt Cup, his fi-
nal chance at a big novice purse.

“He’s always tough, just a hard-
working little horse,” Hodsdon said. “I 
knew he was good coming into the race, 
I was worried he’d be too sharp but I 
also knew he would relax if I had to go 
in front. He’s matured a little bit, come 
into himself a little bit. He’s always been 
a very workmanlike horse, he always 
goes out, grabs the bit and does his job 
and it’s like how long can you keep him 
covered up? But now, I feel like I have a 
little more versatility.”

• Sheppard and Hodsdon doubled on 
the day, winning the $25,000 Sport of 
Kings maiden with homebred first-time 
starter Lunar Labor. 

Before the race, Xavier Aizpuru no-
ticed a figure-eight noseband on his 
first-time starter, I Know Its Not, and 
asked Hodsdon about her plans for 
the five-horse (four first-time starters) 
maiden race.

“I’m happy in front if no one else 
wants to go,” Hodsdon said. 

That’s where she went and that’s 
where she stayed. Lunar Labor, a ro-
bust son of Mojave Moon, schooled on 

the lead and flicked away a challenge 
by highly regarded first time starter 
Ground Frost (Whelan) at the second 
last. Another rookie, Diamond Fever 
(McVicar), finished third after 2 miles 
in 3:44.60. Lunar Labor won by 2 1/2 
lengths.

Co-bred with Warren Dempsey, Lu-
nar Labor made one start on the flat at 
Delaware Park in September and then 
showed some stamina and promise in 
a training flat race at the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup last fall.

“He’s a nice, big backward type 
horse with a great jump in him,” Shep-

pard said. “I ran him in a maiden claim-
ing flat race on the grass, he broke in a 
tangle and galloped along in the back of 
the field, he was 30 lengths off the lead 
at the three-eighths pole and if he hadn’t 
run up in a blind switch at the eighth 
pole, he quite possibly would have won. 
He caught a lot of people’s eyes.”

Thinking jumping was a better career 
path, Sheppard gave Lunar Labor ex-
perience at the Hunt Cup and again at 
Camden this spring before putting him 
on a van south to Atlanta.

“He doesn’t jump every fence per-
fectly at this stage, he’s got a pretty long 

stride, he’s still learning,” Sheppard said 
of the horse who began jumping when 
he was a 2-year-old at the farm in Penn-
sylvania. “He’s tough, he stays well, 
they got to him and he kept galloping 
to the line.”

• Jack Fisher continued to pick his 
spots with Sheila Williams’ Rare Bush. 
This time, the 9-year-old son of Dy-
naformer snatched up an easy $30,000 
purse while humbling four rivals. A  
stakes horse on plater legs, Rare Bush 
picked up his second victory of the year 
while besting a mixed bag of foes that 
fit within the non-winners of $18,000 
twice in 2008-09 condition. Former 
3-year-old champion C R’s Deputy 
(Robbie Walsh) rallied for second, 4 
3/4 lengths behind, while claimer/stakes 
horse Hip Hop faded from his early ef-
forts to finish third. Aiken maiden win-
ner Dugan never threatened before fin-
ishing fourth.  

Aizpuru tried to rate behind Hip 
Hop, but that proved short-lived as 
Rare Bush galloped to the lead after a 
couple of fences while jumping boldly. 
Hip Hop made a run at Rare Bush on 
the backside, outjumping him, but faded 
again as Rare Bush continued to power 
up the Atlanta hill.

Rare Bush earned his fifth career 
jump win from just 12 starts spread 
over five seasons. Bought from Todd 
Pletcher’s stable in 2003, Rare Bush 
made two starts in 2004 before getting 
hurt. He returned to break his maiden 
at Atlanta in 2006 and win an allow-
ance race at Colonial Downs that sum-
mer. He strung together three runner-up 

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Mark The Shark (Xavier Aizpuru) flies a fence on the way to a claiming win at Atlanta.

See atlanta page 14 
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finishes in novice stakes in the fall of 
2006 and spring of 2007, before hitting 
the sidelines again. He won the Apple-
ton, through disqualification, in his only 
start last year. 

After the race, co-owner Andre 
Brewster leaned on the rail and thought 
of what might have been. 

“He’s a good horse,” Brewster said. 
“If he hadn’t gotten hurt, he might have 
been a really good horse, but it’s nice to 
see him do well again.”

Rare Bush challenged Mixed Up and 
Paradise’s Boss in the Imperial Cup at 
Aiken, and finished third before taking 
a more prudent approach, winning a 
claimer at Stoneybrook and the allow-
ance at Atlanta. In three starts in 2009, 
Rare Bush has earned $37,500. 

“It was a great spot for him, it’s nice 
to have a couple of condition races 
where he doesn’t have to run in stakes,” 
Fisher said. “Nothing’s changed. I put 
him on the treadmill now, I can’t train 
him, he won’t go or he runs off. Xav 
said he just ran off with him, those were 
the instructions. He either runs off or 
won’t go, so there isn’t much choice 
with him.”

• Fisher picked up his second win of 
the day when Bear Creek Stable’s Mark 
The Shark swept the claimer. Aizpuru 
allowed Cradle Will Rock (Hodsdon) 
to take the early lead, but as with Rare 
Bush, that didn’t last long. Mark The 
Shark took over to lead the compact 
field of four. 

Cradle Will Rock tried to make a 
run but erred at the second-last. Mo-
tel Affair chipped away at the lead, 
but couldn’t catch the 10-year-old son 
of Summer Squall who was making his 
47th career start (flat and jumps). Mark 
The Shark bested Motel Affair by 1 3/4 
lengths. Cradle Will Rock wound up 
third, after 2 miles in 3:42.

Bought out of Mike Stidham’s flat 
stable in the summer of 2003, Mark 
The Shark has scattered his presence 
throughout the game. He finished third 
in the 2006 New York Turf Writers 
Cup but went 1-for-6 last year, losing 
his last three starts. His next chapter, 
as a Virginia point-to-point horse, was 

about to begin when Fisher stepped in 
and bought the Virginia-bred from cli-
ent Cohiba Stable.

“They wanted to sell the horse and we 
figured he’d make a great owner/rider 
horse in Virginia. They tried to get him 
down from $5,000, they offered $2,500, 
and I got mad. He’s worth $5,000 so I 
bought him,” said Fisher, who struck a 
deal with local owner Bear Creek Stable 
in time for Atlanta. “If I was looking for 
an owner/rider horse, he’d be the one. 
He won, it worked. He’s been a nice 
useful horse for a long time.”

• Stewart Strawbridge’s Twister 
Crossing made a successful switch from 
turf horse to jump winner with a hard-
fought win over High Approval in the 
$30,000 maiden claimer. Trained by 
Sanna Hendriks, Twister Crossing (Aiz-
puru) sat just off the pace of Sovietspi 
and So Amazing before taking it up on 
the final turn. The 6-year-old narrowly 

held off the on-rushing High Approval, 
also making his jump debut, to score by 
a neck. So Amazing finished third after 
2 miles in 3:46.60.

Greycross Stable sent the son of Twin-
ing to Hendriks last summer and she 
managed to get one run into the maiden 
before turf season closed. Twister Cross-
ing finished second in a $20,000 maiden 
claimer at Laurel but then it was winter 
vacation. 

Hendriks began schooling him this 
winter and was instantly impressed. She 
asked Greycross if they wanted a jumper. 
They declined. She asked if they’d sell. 
They agreed. Hendriks’ brother Stewart 
Strawbridge had a new horse. 

“I wasn’t surprised, I thought he 
would run pretty well. I wasn’t sure 
where to run him but then discovered 
Xav would be open so we went to At-
lanta,” Hendriks said. “He’s done every-
thing right, worked nicely, he’s a good 
jumper. I was cautiously optimistic.”

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 13

Atlanta Steeplechase 
Kingston, Ga. Saturday, April 25. Turf: hard.

1st. $30,000. Allowance hurdle. 2 miles.
NW $18,000 twice in 2008-2009 other than.
1. Rare Bush L 148 Aizpuru
2. C R’s Deputy L 144  Walsh 
3. Hip Hop  144  Whelan 
4. Dugan L 144  Hodsdon 
5. Mon Villez (Fr) L 151  McVicar
Mgn: 4 3/4. Time: 3:35 3/5. 
O: Sheila Williams. T: Jack Fisher
B. g. 9, Dynaformer-Nutbush One, Conquistador 
Cielo. Bred by William Kenan Rand Jr (Ky).

2nd. $25,000. SOK Maiden hurdle. 2 miles. 
1. Lunar Labor L 144  Hodsdon 
2. Ground Frost L 144  Whelan 
3. Diamond Fever L 149  McVicar 
4. Aero L 139  Mackenzie 
PU. I Know Its Not L 154  Aizpuru 
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 3:44 3/5. 
O/T: Jonathan Sheppard
B. c. 4, Mojave Moon-Per Ardua, Great Above.
Bred by Sheppard & Dempsey (Pa).

3rd. $20,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 miles. 
$30,000-$25,000 clm. price.

1. Twister Crossing L 156 Aizpuru 
2. High Approval (Ire) L 146  Whelan 

3. So Amazing (Ire) L 151  McVicar 
4. Coupe De Ville L 151 Mackenzie 
5. Sovietspi (Nz) L 148  Walsh 
6. Decisive Play L 148  Hodsdon 
Mgn: Neck. Time: 3:46 3/5. 
O: Stewart Strawbridge. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 6, Twining-Sister’s Image, Vanlanding-
ham.  Bred by Greycross Stable (Ky). 

4th). $50,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 miles.
NW prior to 03/01/08. Georgia Cup (Gr. II)  

1. The Price Of Love L 156 Hodsdon 
2. Dictina’s Boy L 150  Whelan
3. Northern Bay L 140  Mackenzie  
LR. Spy In The Sky L 153  McVicar
Mgn: Nose. Time: 3:45. 
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 6, Prenup-Solitary Signal, Caveat. Bred 
by Bill Pape and Jonathan Sheppard (Pa).

5th. $20,000. Unltd. clm. hurdle. 2 miles.
Minimum clm. price $15,000.

1. Mark The Shark L 145  Aizpuru 
2. Motel Affair L 145  Whelan  
3. Cradle Will Rock L 150  Hodsdon 
4. Chivite (Ire) L 140  McVicar 
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 3:42.
O: Bear Creek Stable. Trainer: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 10, Summer Squall-Miss Waikiki, Mis-
waki.  Bred by Morven Stud (Va).

Tod Marks
Rare Bush (right, Xavier Aizpuru) heads to victory in the claimer.

Tod Marks
Twister Crossing (Xavier Aizpuru) jumps the 
last in the maiden claimer.
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To everyone who 

helped make the 

Maryland Hunt 

Cup happen —

Richard Valentine, 

Joe Cassidy,

Whitewood Stable

and the 

Ohrstrom family.

THANKS

– Michele
 Marieschi

Douglas Lees photo



16  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, May 8, 2009

at Beresford Gallery

Sporting  Art  
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June 12th - 4 to 8
Booth Malone

George McMonigle

Douglas Lees
The race’s only two finishers, winner Michele Marieschi and Rosbrian reach the finish line.

When Michele Marieschi shows up 
at the races, he almost always wins the 
best turned-out award. He’s that hand-
some. Tall, shiny, a mahogany bay, per-
fectly put together, he causes any horse 
person to stop and ask, “who’s that?”

The answer can now be, “a Mary-
land Hunt Cup winner.”

The 12-year-old English-bred reached 
American steeplechasing’s highest rung 
with a performance that included equal 
bits of precise jumping, powerful gal-
loping and survival instincts at the his-
toric timber course in Glyndon, Md. 
April 25. Owned and ridden by George 
Hundt Jr., the winner snapped his knees 
high to clear the mighty third and 13th 
fences. He outkicked runner-up Rosbri-
an over the final half-mile. And outlast-
ed everyone else. A year after all seven 
starters finished the race, just two made 
it across the finish line with Michele 
Marieschi winning by 4 1/2 lengths in 
a slow 10:07 for trainer Richard Valen-
tine.

The program lured the 1-2-3 finish-
ers from 2008 as Askim, Coal Dust 
and Mr Liberator pointed for the race. 
The rematch went awry early as Coal 
Dust was scratched with a recurring 
suspensory problem. That left Askim 
and Hunt Cup rookies Private Attack 
and Western Fling as the major players. 
The others were plenty capable, but did 
not look like win threats on paper. The 
race changed early as Mr Liberator set a 

slow pace over the first two. Approach-
ing the third, Billy Santoro and Private 
Attack incorrectly headed for the 13th 
only to regroup and take up a position 
far back in the field. Shady Valley lost 
Russell Haynes at the sixth. Askim dis-
lodged Charlie Fenwick III with a mis-
take at the ninth. Make Your Own got 
in close and didn’t jump the 12th, where 
Santoro parted company with Private 
Attack. The remaining four lasted until 
the 16th, where Mr Liberator lost Billy 
Meister while leading with a mile to 
run. 

Making his fifth Hunt Cup start, 
Rosbrian (Clare MacMahon) inherited 
the lead and showed the way over the 
next three fences. Michele Marieschi 
kept pace and went to the front at the 
20th. Third and losing ground there, 
Western Fling fell to leave the race to 
two with as many fences to go.

Michele Marieschi (outside) and 
Rosbrian (inside) met the tricky 21st – 
a low fence that leans out over a small 
brook – on even terms. Both horses 
jumped higher than they needed to, but 
Michele Marieschi landed with more 
run and took command to the last. Ros-
brian fought back, but could not match 
the winner’s late pace as Hundt claimed 
a victory in his first Hunt Cup try.

“I would have been happy just to 
finish,” Hundt said. “I was so focused 
on sticking to the gameplan and being 
smart and not getting ahead of myself 
that I didn’t let any emotions get to me 
– it’s still registering.”

Hundt worked out a plan that in-
cluded taking the big fences one at a 
time, not worrying too much about the 
other horses, staying covered up to get 
a lead over the fences and not letting 
Michele Marieschi take the lead. Late in 
the race, the plan called for kicking on 
if everything looked OK. When Meister 
went down at the 16th, Hundt simply 
followed Rosbrian over the next three. 

“My horse has a real good middle 
gear and I was going to kick it in if I 

had to catch Billy, but I 
didn’t have to,” said Hun-
dt. “It was a slow pace, re-
ally slow, and I resisted the  
temptation to take the lead 
every time we had a good 
jump.”

A pony racer and fox-
hunter as a child, Hundt 
left the Radnor, Pa. area for 
Georgetown University and 
a career as a bond trader in 
New York City. He came 
back to Pennsylvania, and 
riding, a few years ago and 

hundt’s cup
runs over

Michele Marieschi comes through
bY JOe CLanCY mARylANd huNT cuP

Saturday, April 25

See hunt cup page 17 

Maryland Hunt Cup
Glyndon, Md. Saturday, April 25. Turf: good.

1st. $75,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles. Maryland Hunt Cup. 
Amateur Jockeys.

1. Michele Marieschi (GB) L  165  Hundt Jr. 
2. Rosbrian (Ire)  L  165  MacMahon
F. Western Fling  L  168  Griswold
LR. Mr Liberator  L  165  Meister
LR. Askim (NZ)  L  165  Fenwick
LR. Private Attack  L  165  Santoro
LR. Shady Valley   165  R.Haynes 
PU. Make Your Own  L  165 Worrall 
Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 10:07. O: Anna Stable. T: Richard Valentine.

B. g. 12, Alzao-Escape Path (Ire), Wolver Hollow (Ire). 
Bred by Hugo Merry and Michel Stanley (GB). 

Douglas Lees
George Hundt Jr.
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tackled the NSA’s highweight timber program in 2006. 
In his debut, he and Melting got left at the start and 
earned the dreaded “distanced” comment from the 
chart caller. Hundt’s riding, and his horses, improved 
in 2007 and 2008 as he won the highweight timber 
championships and started considering the Hunt Cup 
after riding against professionals at Camden last fall.

He jokes that his wife, Alex, is the competitive 
member of the team but Hundt did his homework, 
purchased quality horses, enlisted help and progressed 
through a series of steps that took him to the last Sat-
urday of April, 2009.

Still, the 2009 Hunt Cup ride happened by acci-
dent. A loose horse collided with Michele Marieschi 
midway through the highweight timber at My Lady’s 
Manor April 11, sending Hundt to the ground and on 
a path to Glyndon. 

“We would not have gone with Michele Marieschi 
if I hadn’t been taken out at the Manor,” said Hundt. 
“Once I was taken out, we decided to run in the Grand 
National (the next week). And once he jumped around 
the Grand National so well (sixth after being in con-
tention much of the way), we decided . . . why not?”

Michele Marieschi rewarded the dare and simply 
took his performance up the ladder with the compe-
tition and the fence size. Picked out by Valentine at 
England’s Tattersalls horses in training sale in 2000, 
Michele Marieschi won four of his first five hurdle 
starts for Whitewood Farm. Soundness issues forced a 
spotty schedule, however, and the son of Alzao moved 
to Hundt’s Anna Stable and timber for the 2007 sea-
son (after Whitewood owner George Ohrstrom Jr. 
died in 2005).

Ohrstrom long sought a Hunt Cup win, coming 
closest with Appolinax’s neck defeat in 1984, and 
would have loved the win by his former horse. The 
irony wasn’t lost on Valentine.

“I like to think that Mr. Ohrstrom had something 

to do with this,” said the trainer. “I thought about it 
the whole race. He wanted to win the race badly, but 
he would have laughed about it and been happy for 
the horse. In a way, Michele is still an Ohrstrom horse 
– he’s here on their farm and part of it all.”

A career highlight for the 41-year-old trainer, the 
victory helped Valentine come full circle. He spent his 
early years in the Unionville, Pa. area working for Hunt 
Cup-winning trainers Jill Fanning and Betty Bird.

“The whole reason I came to Virginia for this job 
(with the Ohrstrom family) was because of Mrs. 
Bird,” said Valentine. “I used to ride Tizo for her in 
the mornings and met Mr. Ohrstrom through her. I 
thought of all that afterward. To train a Hunt Cup 
winner? What a great thrill. It’s still sinking in and I’m 
not sure it will ever stop.”

Additional reporting by Gary Mullinax.

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 16

Douglas Lees
Michele Marieschi (left, George Hundt Jr.) scales the third fence alongside Western Fling in the Maryland Hunt Cup.
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Margaret Duprey called Janet Elliot 
looking to buy a horse. The stipulation 
was as simple as it was complicated; 
Duprey wanted a winner. 

Elliot, soon to be the newest member 
of racing’s Hall of Fame, scanned her 
list of potential runners and came up 
empty. She went to Ireland and returned 
with only jetlag. Then she looked down 
her shedrow and found Dalucci; his coat 
not withstanding.

“I called her the very end of March 
about this horse (Dalucci). He was ready 
to go, Justin Carthy was anxious to sell 
him,” Elliot said. “She said ‘what color 
is he?’ I said ‘would you believe gray?’ 
Since the last four I bought for her were 
gray, that wasn’t necessarily good news. 
Undaunted, she said fine. She made an 
offer and Justin said fine.”

And on April 25 at the Queen’s Cup 
in Mineral Springs, N.C., Duprey got 
her winner after Dalucci ran off to a 16 
1/4-length win in the featured $30,000 
allowance hurdle.

Dalucci (Bernie Dalton) settled just 
off the early lead of Sunshine Numbers 
(David Crosse) in the 2 1/4-mile contest 
while Tax Ruling, Monsieur Henri, Four 
Schools and Touring England completed 
the running order of the six-horse field. 

Sunshine Numbers led for the first 2 
miles until Dalucci determined he had 
had enough of second place. With a 
sudden burst on the far turn, he took 
charge and opened up instantly. Dalucci 
streaked to the last 4 lengths in front 
and increased the margin with every 
stride. Four Schools (Chip Miller) was 
up late to edge Sunshine Numbers for 
the place. The winner covered the dis-
tance in 4:19 4/5.

Carthy and trainer Charlie Swan sent 
Dalucci, an Irish-bred son of Daylami, 
to the U.S. late last summer for a three-
race campaign that included starts in 
the Grade I Lonesome Glory at Bel-
mont, Grade I Grand National at Far 
Hills and Noel Laing Stakes at Mont-

pelier. He showed talent, running sixth, 
fifth and fourth respectively, but it was 
obvious his ceiling was a bit lower than 
Grade I caliber. 

Carthy left Dalucci with Elliot late 
last fall, with the idea of selling him to a 
U.S. based owner. Though the sale took 
longer than might have been expected, 
Dalucci changed hands in late March 
and made his first start for Duprey’s 
Cherry Knoll Farm at Stoneybrook on 
April 4, running second to stakes win-
ner Rare Bush. The new horse bettered 
that finish by one at Charlotte and looks 
poised to break back into stakes com-
pany in the near future. 

After a whirlwind 2008 campaign 
that saw Dalucci make eight starts in 
five months in Ireland prior to coming 
to the U.S., Elliot is beginning to see 
signs that the best is yet to come.

“He’s had a little time to acclimatize 
now and he’s picked up a little weight. 
(At Charlotte) he did it nicely and en-
joyed himself,” Elliot said. “Justin said 
he always runs well in the spring so I 
hope so. It’s kind of sad for him. He 
sells him and then the horse goes out 
and finishes second and he wins with-
in a month. But he wanted to sell and 
didn’t have a huge interest in having a 
horse over here. I got a call two days 
ago wondering if he would be for sale. 
He’d been for sale for months; they were 
three weeks and three days late.”

• You can’t criticize Fritz Boniface 
for failing to follow instructions.

Jack Fisher told the 20-year-old jock-
ey to go straight to the front aboard 
Across The Sky and establish an early 
lead in the $20,000 open timber.

With less than a mile remaining and 
Across The Sky more than 75 lengths 
clear it was as obvious as a lightning 
storm that the mission had been accom-
plished.

Holbrook Hollow Farm’s Across The 
Sky gave some back in the stretch but 
still waltzed under the line a 33 3/4-
length winner, giving Boniface his first 
NSA win in the process.

Boniface broke Across The Sky, a 
7-year-old son of Valley Crossing (who 
stood at Bonita), in front and the horse 
immediately began widening with every 
stride. A 25-length lead after 1-mile bal-
looned to 35, then 50, then 75. Behind 
the leader Gather No Moss, Straight 
Gin, Ice Is Nice and Woodmont waged 
a race within a race, but it was obvious 
their chance at victory vanished shortly 
after the flag dropped.

Across The Sky entered midstretch 65 
lengths clear and though he did hit the 
last fence his margin was insurmountable. 
Straight Gin (Miller) nipped Gather No 
Moss (Will Haynes) for the place. The win-
ner covered the 3 1/8 miles in 6:40 3/5.

“My instructions were to go to the 
front and let him roll. The horse carries 
himself so nicely that I didn’t think he 
was going that fast. I looked back and 
nobody was there. He was relaxed and I 
didn’t fight it,” Boniface said. “I tried to 
slow him down a little bit and he shook 
his head and wasn’t happy. I know the 
horse very well; I ride him every day. All 
I had to do was sit there and never had 
to worry about anybody coming.”

Though racing has been in the Boni-
face family for generations, Fritz Boni-
face has made a name for himself short-
ly after parting ways with the family’s 
Bonita Farm in Maryland. He fondly 
remembers his first meeting with Fisher 
a few years ago.

“It was my first time there, I was 
in 10th grade maybe and I had never 
met Jack Fisher. He put me on Bubble 

1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
1. Atrium  L 156  Miller 
2. Treasure Map  L 154  Harding
3. Wolfe Tone  L 149  Nagle 
4. Crackmeup  L 154  Crosse 
5. Heir Apparent (SAf) L 154  Traurig 
6. BK’s Double Jade  L 154  McCarthy 
7. Class Tie   134  Boucher
Mgn: Nose. Time: 4:28 2/5.
O: Whitewood Stable. T: Richard Valentine.
Dk.B/Br. g. 7, Broad Brush-Arena, Devil’s Bag.
Bred by Claiborne Farm (Ky).

2nd. $10,000. Cond. clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
NW3. $15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Bold Turn      L  146  Crosse 
2. Charismic American  L   137  Nagle
3. Silent Vow  L  154  Dalton
4. Junood   150  McCarthy 
5. Summersville  L  145  Mogford
6. Rusty Reign  L  142  Harding
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:27 3/5.
O: Carrington Racing Stable. T: Arch Kingsley.
B. g. 8, West By West-Marg’s My Mom, Air 
Forbes Won. Bred by Mr. and M.L. Wood (Ky).

3rd. $30,000. Allowance hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
NW $15,000 Twice

1. Dalucci (Ire)   156  Dalton
2. Four Schools (Ire)  L  156   Miller
3. Sunshine Numbers  L  152  Crosse
4. Monsieur Henri  L  148  Harding
F. Tax Ruling  L  156  Watts
PU. Touring England  145  Traurig
Mgn: 16 1/4. Time: 4:19 4/5.
O: Cherry Knoll Farm. T: Janet Elliot.
Gr./R. g. 5, Daylami (Ire)-Coigach (GB), Niniski. 
Bred by Michael Pitt (Ire).

4th. $20,000. Open timber. 3-1/8 miles.
1. Across The Sky L 159 Boniface
2. Straight Gin L 156  Miller
3. Gather No Moss  L  145  W. Haynes
4. Woodmont  L  150  Thompson
5. Ice Is Nice  L  145  Nagle
F. Dig This Hoss  L   145  Helders
F. Albert’s Crossing  L   150  Carter
Mgn: 33 3/4. Time: 6:40 3/5.
O: Holbrook Hollow Farm. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 7, Valley Crossing-Little Dipper, Thirty 
Eight Paces. Bred by Alan H. Anthony (Md).

5th. Training Flat. 1-1/4 miles.
1. Primero Peru   155  McCarthy
2. Red Letter Day  L  155  Dalton
3. Pleasant Pick  L  150  Price 
4. Johann Star  L  150  W. Haynes
5. Thirty Two Skidoo   155  Harding
6. Class Century   145  Boucher
7. Monsieur Robert   145  Mogford 
Mgn: 1 1/4 Time: 2:25 3/5.
O: Rafael Fernandez. T: Allison Fulmer.
Dk. B/Br. c. 4, Weekend Cruise-Eva’s Baby, 
Theatre Critic (Ire). Bred by Carlos Rafael (Ire).

6th. Training Flat. 7 furlongs.
1. Sermon Of Love  L  150  Williams
2. Bud Mon   155  Mogford
3. Wingplow   143  Dalton 
4. Carolina Crypto   143  Boucher
5. Cup Half Full   166  Washer
Mgn: 3/4 Time: 1:36 3/5. 
O: Calvin Houghland. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 6, Pulpit-Plenty Of Sugar, Ascot Knight. 
Bred by F. E. Dixon Jr (Ky).

Queens Cup Steeplechase
Mineral Springs, NC. Saturday, April 25. Turf: firm.

Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
dalucci (left, Bernie dalton) goes after Sunshine Numbers in the Queen’s Cup feature.

Great Gray
Dalucci rolls in allowance feature
for Elliot, new owner Cherry Knoll

bY brIan nadeau queeN’S cuP STeePlechASe
Saturday, April 25

Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
Atrium (left, Chip Miller) heads to the front in the Queen’s Cup opener.

See queen’S cup page 19 



Friday, May 8, 2009	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  19

Economy. We’re jogging around and everything’s go-
ing well,” Boniface said. “Then he wants me to pop 
over a couple of fences, so we go into the first one and 
Bubble Economy stops with me. I turned around and 
had to get him over it or I’d look like a fool. I kept try-
ing and kept trying and finally he stopped, dropped a 
shoulder and got me off. He runs off and Jack catches 
him. I go back up and Jack gives me a leg up and says, 
‘he did that to me the last two days.’ ”

Boniface began working for Fisher full-time in the 
fall of 2008, doing anything and everything needed 
around the barn. Saturday’s win helped ease the pain 
of leaving behind the family farm while at the same 
time providing the validation for years of hard work. 

“At first it was a little rough. I had just left college 
and my dad (Kevin) and I weren’t getting along. He 
fired me (from the farm) and I thought ‘what am I go-
ing to do now?’ ” Boniface said. “Amazing, the whole 
thing. I won a race. It’s a dream come true. They all 
want me to come back to the farm. I can’t do it now. 
I just won a race.”

• Arch Kingsley was 
both comical and stoic 
when discussing Bold 
Turn’s (David Crosse) 
win in the $10,000 
claimer for Queen’s Cup 
chairman Bill Price. 

“That was the cul-
mination of eight years 
of fine-tuning this horse 
to win on this par-
ticular day,” Kingsley 
joked, “But seriously, 
Bill Price should get a 
lot of credit for doing 
such a sporting thing 
and bringing over the 

four English jockeys. They were all a good group of 
guys, rode well and I think when they left, the day was 
a great representation of American jump racing to the 
eyes of England.”

With four NSA meets running on the same day 
Price imported a quartet of European jockeys to re-
duce the risk of a shortage while paying their travel 
expenses. The move worked out for Crosse, who sat 
Bold Turn off the early pace of Summersville before 
taking charge on the far turn and holding off a late 
rally from Charismic American (Darren Nagle) by a 
neck with Silent Vow (Dalton) third. Bold Turn com-
pleted the 2 1/4 miles in 4:27 3/5.

Kingsley has trained Bold Turn, an 8-year-old son 
of West By West, since he was a yearling. He broke his 
maiden on the flat at Delaware Park in 2004 and hit 
the jump circuit at Montpelier in the fall of 2006. Bold 
Turn won over hurdles for the first time at High Hope 
in May 2007 found his best form this spring, running 
second in claimers at Aiken and Stoneybrook prior to 
his score at Charlotte. 

“The horse has always been a nice check earner 
throughout the years and I’m a little surprised it took 
him this long to get through this condition,” Kingsley 
said. “But it couldn’t have happened on a better day.” 

• Chip Miller thought he made the front too early 
with Whitewood Stable’s Atrium and thought he got 
beat because of it. He wasn’t complaining when the 
tower announced he had held on by a nose over Trea-
sure Map (Brian Harding).

“It’s always nice to win, but that one was especially 
nice because I thought we got beat,” Miller said, “and 
I just hate getting beat from behind.”

Atrium made sure Miller had nothing to worry 
about. The 7-year-old son of Broad Brush rated in 
third off the early lead of BK’s Double Jade, surged to 
the lead with three fences remaining and then proved 
a game and determined nose winner over first-time 
starter Treasure Map. Another first-timer Wolfe Tone 
(Nagle) was third. The final time for the 2 1/4 miles 
was 4:28 2/5.

Atrium, trained by Richard Valentine, made his 
first start since running third to Rainiero over hurdles 

at Philadelphia Park in October 2007. Miller could be 
viewed as his human counterpart. The veteran, who 
now owns 208 career wins, rode sparingly in 2008, 
picking up two wins from 14 mounts. Atrium marked 
his first score of 2009, but in a long and storied career 
the feeling never goes away. 

“It was a great day and I was very privileged to be 
on three nice horses that could lend to the enjoyment,” 
Miller said. “It was nice going down there with some 
confidence and having the horses respond. Overall 
I think it was a very good performance by Atrium. 
Treasure Map joined us at the second-last and we ba-
sically went head and head to the wire.”

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Queen’s Cup –
 Continued from page 18

Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
Across The Sky (Fritz Boniface) flashes good timber form.

Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
david Crosse
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CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. – Jack 
Fisher does not mince words. Given the 
choice, he rips the Band-Aid off in one 
fell swoop. Asked his first thoughts on 
Gil Johnston’s homebred Perkedinthe-
sand, Fisher stayed in character. 

“Yeah, I remember when I first got 
her last year. She was terrible on the 
flat and she walked around like she was 
some kind of show horse,” Fisher said. 
“Needless to say, I wasn’t very optimis-
tic in the beginning.”

And needless to say, the beginning is 
becoming as far removed as memories 
of the Cubs last World Series title.

Perkedinthesand continued her as-
cension to the top of the filly/mare di-
vision with a dominant win in the fea-
tured $25,000 allowance hurdle at the 
Foxfield Races April 25.

Perkedinthesand (Jeff Murphy) set-
tled in third, just behind early leaders 
Farah T Salute and Straight To Court as 
the field of seven negotiated the first lap 
of the 2 1/8-mile contest. Moon Dolly 
tracked that trio in fourth while Jelly-
berry bided her time at the back of the 
pack, just 7 lengths separating the field 
during the initial stages. 

Farah T Salute and Straight To Court 
began to tire from their early exploits 
as the field went by the tower for the 
final time and Moon Dolly drew in clos-
er from the inside. Murphy moved on 
Perkedinthesand as they approached the 
downhill run and she assumed command 
in between Farah T Salute and Straight 
To Court upon landing over the ninth. 
Perkedinthesand flew the 10th and 11th 
fences and dragged the field up the hill 
the final time. She hit the last well clear 
of Moon Dolly (James Slater) and Jel-
lyberry (Paddy Young) and scored by 3 
lengths. The winner completed the dis-
tance in 4:05 1/5.

Murphy was a late-inning substitu-
tion after Willie Dowling, had a bout of 
heat stroke earlier on the day. When a 
champion trainer with a classy filly calls 
your number there’s only one answer.

“Obviously I didn’t have too much 
time prepare, and I feel sorry for Wil-
lie, but it was a great ride to pick up. 
Jack just said to try and break her off 
and settle her in behind a few of them,” 
Murphy said. “She’s a pretty straight-

forward filly and did it easily. I hit the 
front a little before I wanted to but she 
did it on her own and seemed comfort-
able.”

Fisher was as impressed with his filly 
as he was with his newfound jockey.

“Jeff did a great job getting her to 
settle early and then make a run. It’s a 
tough situation to lose your jockey right 
before a race and have to get another 
one. ‘Jeff trust me, don’t worry about 
a thing out there,’ ” Fisher joked. “I 
have to give him a ton of credit. It’s not 
easy to get the call on a horse you don’t 
know at all and then go out and ride 
like he did.” 

Johnston bred her mare Perks Hot 
Flash to Sandpit and the pairing pro-
duced Perkedinthesand in May 2004. 
She sent the filly to Walter Bindner in 
Kentucky for a career on the flat but 
little went right. Perkedinthesand fin-
ished seventh in a pair of maiden races 

at Churchill Downs in 2008 and joined 
Fisher shortly thereafter.

She ran three times last fall and the ca-
reer change seemed to agree with the filly. 
Perkedinthesand finished fourth at Sha-
wan Downs, fifth in the Peapack at Far 
Hills and then a close third in the Crown 
Royal at Callaway Gardens, where she 
was beaten only a length by champion 
Guelph. Fisher took something from 
each effort and knew he entered 2009 
with a potential player in the division.

“We ran her over hurdles at Shawan 
Downs and her run wasn’t that bad, 
considering it was such a bog there that 
day. She got caught up dueling with 
Guelph at Far Hills, so that race was 
a toss,” Fisher said. “Her race at Cal-
laway was very impressive. She looked 
like she was going to pull up turning 
for home and dropped back about 10 

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Perkedinthesand (Jeff Murphy) heads to the post before her allowance hurdle win.

Fine Sand
Johnston/Fisher mare continues
climb with allowance hurdle score

bY brIan nadeau FOxField RAceS
Saturday, April 25

See foxfield page 23 

Foxfield Spring Races 
Charlottesville, Va. Saturday, April 25. Turf: firm.

1st. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Flight Briefing  L 144  Petty
2. Brainy Benny (Ire) L 154   Slater 
3. Pleasant Top  L 144   Dowling 
4. Star For Tina  L 154   Young 
PU. National Guard  L 144   Murphy 
Mgn: 14. Time: 4:11 1/5. 
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 4, Smoke Glacken-Glide Scope, Broad 
Brush. Bred by George Strawbridge Jr (Pa).

2nd. Training Flat. 1-1/16 miles.
1. Good Night Shirt  L 155   Dowling 
2. Old Timer  L 145   Slater 
3. Rainiero (Chi)  L 155   Petty 
4. Torino Luge (Aus)  L 155   Young 
5. Move West  L 155   Rafter
6. Pan Adam  155   Harris
Mgn: Neck. Time: 1:53. 
O: Sonny Via. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 8, Concern-Hot Story, Two Punch. Bred 
by Dr. and Mrs. Tom Bowman (Md).

3rd. $15,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
1. Westfield Dancer (Ire)  165  Spate 
2. G’day G’day  L 165   Young 
3. Kilbreena (Ire)  L 165   Slater 
4. Brandy Station  L 165   Petty 
5. Messomania  L 155   Roberts
6. Algezir   165   Murphy 
7. Prospectors Strike  L 165   Dowling 

F. Hey Doctor  L 167   Read 
PU. Toughkenamon  L 165 Rafter 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 5:54 4/5. 
O: Lucy Horner. T: Barbara McWade.
B. g. 10, Danehill Dancer (Ire)-Morning Blush 
(Ire), Glow. Bred by Richard Riordan and Dr. 
Aidan Morris (Ire).

4th. $25,000. F&M allow. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
NW1X or NW2.

1. Perkedinthesand  L 150   Murphy 
2. Moon Dolly (GB)  L 150   Slater  
3. Jellyberry  L 155   Young
4. Tatjana’s Salute  150   Spate 
5. Straight To Court  L 150   Rafter 
6. Farah T Salute  143   Roberts 
PU. Wolf Shadow  L 155   Petty 
Mgn: 3. Time: 4:05 1/5. 
O: Gil Johnston. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. m. 5, Sandpit (Brz)-Perks Hot Flash, Imabid. 
Bred by Gil Johnston (Ky).

5th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price.

1. Eagle Beagle  L 152   Young 
2. Harrys Crown  L 152   Rafter 
3. General Skye  L 140   Murphy
4. Rosemont Runner  L 156   Slater 
5. Tracy Arm  L 148   Petty
6. Justabud  L 138   Roberts
PU. Panchax  144   Spate 
Mgn: 2 3/4. Time: 4:08 1/5. 
O: Barracuda Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 5, Lemon Drop Kid-Tough Broad, Broad 
Brush. Bred by Fitzhugh LLC (Md).

Equine Sporting Art By

Beth Parcell Evans

Ahead by a Length, Oil, 18” x 24”

609-466-2573
evansequineart@rcn.com

www.bethparcellevans.com
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ongratulations to owner/rider George Hundt Jr. 
and trainer Richard Valentine from the Maryland Hunt Cup Association.

Thanks to all participants, volunteers and spectators for a great day of racing.

Please join us next year for the 114th running of The Maryland Hunt Cup on 

Saturday, April 24, 2010.

 The MARYLAND HUNT CUP
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And congratulations to  
Peter Winants on receiving 
the S. Bryce Wing Award  
in honor of a lifetime 
of contributions to 
Maryland timber racing.

MICHELE MARIESCHI WINS

Patty Fenwick (left) presents the Hunt Cup trophies to George Hundt, Alex Hundt, Richard Valentine, Lesley Berman and Joe Cassidy.
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Bubble Economy wins the 
Middleburg Hunt Cup and 
finishes second in the Virginia 
Gold Cup.

Rare Bush wins the 
allowance at Atlanta for his 
second win of the year.

Mark The Shark, still going 
strong at 10, wins the Sport 
of Kings Claimer at Atlanta.

Dictina’s Boy finishes 
second in the Georgia Cup. 

Treasure Map finishes 
second in his jump debut  
at Queen’s Cup. 

High Approval finishes 
second in his jump debut  
at Atlanta.

Sean Clancy Bloodstock
& Riverdee Stable

Rare Bush wins 
at Atlanta.

Tod Marks photos

Why would you call 
anyone else?

THE SUCCESS
CONTINUES

Mark the Shark
wins at Atlanta.
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lengths and then she came running on at 
the end to be beaten a length. That run 
showed me she had a lot of talent and 
looking back she’s just continued to get 
better and better with each race.”

• Barbara McWade knew there was 
only one more rung on the ladder. After 
running third in Foxfield’s maiden tim-
ber in 2007 and then second last year, 
she sent out Lucy Horner’s Westfield 
Dancer in the $15,000 affair. With a 
crafty ride by Richard Spate, Westfield 
Dancer scored a front-running 1-length 
win over G’day G’day (Young) and Kil-
breena (Slater). The final time for the 3 
miles was 5:54 4/5.

“I had been knocking on the door 
the past few years with another horse 
that came over from England named 
Hanko,” McWade said. “So it’s nice to 
finally get the win, and even better to 
get it with another horse that had come 
over from England.”

Spate wasn’t looking for the lead at 
the outset, but when it was clear the 
rest of the nine-horse field felt the same 
way he put the 10-year-old on the front 
end and never looked back. Westfield 
Dancer opened up 9 lengths early, got 
a little breather on the second lap and 
had plenty in reserve to hold sway un-
der the line.

“I had talked to Lucy on the phone 
on Friday and she said he likes to gal-
lop along and to settle him wherever he 
felt comfortable,” Spate said. “He kind 
of fell into the lead and we went from 
there. Coming by the final time I looked 
between my legs and saw we were 5 or 
6 in front and I just decided to kick on 
down the hill and try and give them the 
slip. On the run to the finish he was very 
adamant that he was going to stay in 
front.”

Horner sent Westfield Dancer to 
McWade in May 2008 with timber in 
mind. During the summer, McWade 
took the down time to get to know her 
new charge. Westfield Dancer made two 
starts in the fall, running fourth at Mid-
dleburg and sixth at Morven Park. The 
plan called for an earlier spring appear-
ance, but Horner was having too much 
fun back home in England.

“Lucy had been having a hot streak 
riding winners so she didn’t want to 
come back to the States. Luckily Rich-
ard was available to ride and he did a 

great job,” McWade said. “Westfield 
Dancer had been over the big brush 
courses in England, but never timber, so 
it took a little schooling to get him used 
to it. From the start he showed himself 
to be a good jumper and the class horses 
always seem to come around.”

• Jody Petty headed to Foxfield 
with the mindset that Augustin Stable’s 
Flight Briefing was the best horse in the 
$25,000 Sport of Kings maiden hurdle. 
But 14 lengths the best?

Flight Briefing opened the card with 
a flourish for trainer Sanna Hendriks, 
stalking the runaway speed of Brainy 
Benny (Slater) before inhaling that rival 
on the hill and drawing off with ease. 
Pleasant Top (Dowling) was farther 
back in third. Flight Briefing made his 
hurdle debut a winning one, completing 
the 2 1/8 miles in 4:11 1/5.

Aboard for Flight Briefing’s training 
flat win at Middleburg, Petty knew the 
4-year-old homebred son of Smoke Gla-
cken had talent and a quick accelera-
tion. With that in mind he felt confident 
early in the running, even when Brainy 
Benny was still almost 20 lengths clear 
on the run down the hill the final time.

“I knew Brainy Benny was way in 
front but when we started to go up the 
hill and I saw him tiring I knew I had a 
good shot to get there, but I sure didn’t 
think he would win like that. Even 
heading to the last he was still running 
off with me,” Petty said. “What can you 
say when they win off like that? I had 
won on him on the flat at Middleburg 
and obviously knew him pretty well, 
but you can never expect anything like 
that going into a race.”

• Barracuda Stable’s Eagle Beagle 
(Young) built off his hurdle debut at 
Strawberry Hill when he closed out the 
card with a 2 3/4-length win over Har-
rys Crown (Rafter) and General Skye 
(Murphy) in the $10,000 maiden claim-
ing hurdle.

Eagle Beagle settled in fourth as Har-
rys Crown set up shop on the front, 
leading the field through a comfortable 
pace for the first 2 miles. As Harrys 
Crown streaked up the hill with some-
thing left Young began to draw in with 
Eagle Beagle. 

Harrys Crown led Eagle Beagle to 
the last but could not withstand the 
winner’s rally. Eagle Beagle completed 
the 2 1/8 miles in 4:08 1/5.

Eagle Beagle, trained by Ricky Hen-
driks, finished a neck behind flag-to-
wire winner Most Bossest at Strawberry 

Hill April 11. Young was aboard that 
day, and knew his horse could make up 
ground late. 

“I was a little worried about Carl’s 
horse because he was out there by him-
self, but coming to the second-last, when 
I got a bit closer, I knew he would pick 
it up from there and be OK,” Young 
said. “He got a lot out of that race last 
time and was just a little better than the 
rest of them (at Foxfield). It was a nice 
confident booster to get him a win and 
now we can go from here.” 

• Sonny Via’s two-time defending 
steeplechase champion Good Night 
Shirt (Dowling) got in a final tuneup for 
the Grade I Iroquois on May 9 when he 
took the second, a 1 1/16-mile training 

flat, by a confident neck over Old Timer 
(Slater) and Rainiero (Petty).

Trained by Fisher, Good Night Shirt 
won the Iroquois in 2007 and 2008 
and heads to Nashville with seven con-
secutive wins, dating back to the 2007 
Colonial Cup. He attempts to become 
the first horse to win three consecutive 
runnings of the Iroquois, which began 
in 1941. Dowling looks forward to the 
attempt at history.

“We’re ready to go on to Nashville 
and try for three in a row,” Dowling 
said. “He did it really easy out there 
and had plenty left. I gave him just a tap 
to keep his mind on business and it will 
serve as a perfect prep for the Iroquois. 
That sure was a lot less fun and a lot less 
pressure than the next one will be.”

Foxfield –
 Continued from page 20

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
Westfield dancer (right, Richard Spate) heads to the front in the maiden timber.

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
eagle Beagle (right, Paddy Young) tracks the leaders in the maiden claimer.
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hunt cup presents Wing Award to Winants
On Saturday, April 25, before the 113th running 

of the Maryland Hunt Cup, the Maryland Hunt Cup 
Association presented Peter Winants, a native Mary-
lander who now lives in Rectortown, Va., with the S. 
Bryce Wing Award.

A silver trophy signifying the award is given in 
memory of the late S. Bryce Wing, who was a member 
of the Maryland Hunt Cup Association from 1939 un-
til his death at age 85 in 1975. He was secretary of the 
Hunt Cup from 1956 to 1966 and also president of 
the National Steeplechase and Hunt Association (now 
the National Steeplechase Association) from 1948 to 
1964. In addition he was a member of The Jockey 
Club and a Master of Foxhounds at Elkridge-Harford 
Hunt Club.

Beyond his accomplishments, Wing was revered for 
his kindness, generosity and charm – a gentleman who 
loved the world of horses.

After his death, the Maryland Hunt Cup Associa-
tion wanted to do something to remember Wing and 
decided upon an award to recognize people who make 
a similarly special contribution to Maryland timber 
racing. The award is not necessarily given every year, 
but is given as warranted. The first Bryce Wing award 
was presented in 1976. In 33 years, the trophy has 
been awarded just 22 times.

Following Princeton and a stint in the Army in 
WWII, Peter Winants, the 2009 Wing recipient, 
opened a successful photography business in Baltimore 
with his brother, Garry. In the beginning photograph-
ing horses and equine sports were only a small part of 
their work, but soon Peter Winants added freelance 
jobs, including writing, fulfilling his pent-up passion 
for racing, especially steeplechasing.

After watching Tommy Smith and Jay Trump win 
the 1965 English Grand National, a book brewed in 
Winants’ head: Jay Trump, A Steeplechasing Saga, a 
perceptively written story accented by Winants’ pho-
tographs of the event. Then in 1972 Winants became 
the editor of “The Chronicle of the Horse” magazine 
in Middleburg, the heart of Virginia horse country.

Not only did Winants take photographs and write 
articles for the Chronicle, he also foxhunted, as he had 
done on My Lady’s Manor in Maryland since age 12, 
rode timber races, and even competed at dressage and 
three-day events. 

In 1991 Winants retired from the Chronicle after 
19 years, and immediately undertook the evolution 
of the new National Sporting Library, moving from a 
damp space in the basement of the Chronicle building 
to a stunning new, self-contained facility of its own.

Today, Winants has four additional books in print: 
Flatterer, Foxhunting with Melvin Poe, Steeplechasing, 
A Complete History of the Sport in North America,  
and  The Sporting Art of Franklin B. Voss. Currently 
he is working on a new book about the renowned 
Virginia horsewoman and Piedmont Master of Fox-
hounds, Theodora Randolph.

Throughout his life, Winants has made an extraor-
dinary contribution to Maryland timber racing and to 
American steeplechasing. And what makes this current 
presentation even more pertinent is that Winants is the 
stepson of Bryce Wing, and he embodies so perfectly 
the love of horse and countryside that the Maryland 
Hunt Cup Association wishes to recognize with this 
award.

– Margaret worrall

carwood gets first win at Keeneland
Former jump jockey Gerry Carwood launched his 

career as a trainer with the start of the Keeneland 
spring meeting, and April 15 scored his first victory 
with only his second starter.

The milestone came in the third race with 40-1 
longshot, Indian Footsteps, a 4-year-old daughter of 
Chief Seattle making her career debut. With Corey 
Lanerie aboard, Indian Footsteps won a 6-furlong 
maiden claiming race by three-quarters of a length. 

 “I’m famous today,” Carwood said with a laugh at 
his barn the next morning. “But that doesn’t last long 
in this game. It will be someone else tomorrow.”

Carwood, 33, is from County Wicklow, Ireland. 
He came to the United States 12 years ago and was a 
steeplechase jockey for four years. He then worked as 
an assistant to trainer Bobby Barbara in New York, 
and he spent four years with Eddie Kenneally. Most 

recently, Carwood was an assistant to Jeff Thornbury 
at Keeneland.

“A month ago – I had a handful of horses through the 
winter – I decided to set my own operation up,” Carwood 
said. “I kinda got tired of working for other people. ” 

Indian Footsteps, who races for Mrs. A.M. Hanley, 
is among four horses Carwood has at Keeneland.

Free equine law seminar at Tri-county
Virginia equine attorney Bruce Smith will offer a 

free seminar on legal issues for horse owners, farm 
owners, trainers and other equine professionals at Tri-
County Feed in Marshall, Va. May 30.

The seminar begins at 2 p.m. and will address a va-
riety of topics including loose horse liability, releases, 
sales contracts, limited liability companies and board-
ing agreements.  The seminar will be presented in two 
hour-long segments – the first centered on liability and 
the second on buying/selling.

Attendees will have an opportunity to have ques-
tions answered by an experienced equine attorney.

 Smith has represented owners, trainers, competi-
tors, breeders, veterinarians, racing syndicates, sales 
companies, equine retirement and rescue groups and 
other non-profit equine organizations. 

Tri-County Feeds is located at 7408 John Marshall 
Hwy in Marshall. See www.tricountyfeeds.com for 
more.

STeePlechASe NeWS

Frederic Voss
NeW FeNCe. Timber horses sail over a fence using Fornells plastic birch at the Queen’s Cup April 25. The race was the first time 
the fence has been used in competition in the United States, with the plastic replacing natural brush in the top part of a fence on 
the meet’s timber course. In other fence news, the Irish-made easy-Fix hurdle was used in the junior field master’s chase at the 
Virginia Gold Cup May 2.

 Call Ruth Clancy
(302) 740-0464 Prudential, Fox, Roach

  (302) 999-9999 Two Rowes Farm near Fair Hill, Maryland

horses?
Own 15 acres near Fair Hill and convenient to I-95.  

Brick ranch with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Hardwood 
floors. Two-car garage. Fruit trees and pond. 
Two outbuildings. $549,000.
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Saturday, May 9 ........................ Iroquois
Nashville, Tenn. www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Sunday, May 10 .................... Willowdale
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

Saturday, May 16 .........Radnor Hunt Races
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorraces.org

Sunday, May 17 ..................... High Hope
Lexington, Ky. www.highhopesteeplechase.com

Saturday, May 23 ...................... Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

Sunday, June 7 ..............Philadelphia Park
Bensalem, Pa. Two races.

Sunday, June 14 .............. Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

Saturday, June 20............... Penn National
Grantville, Pa. Two races.

Sunday, June 28 .............. Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

Sunday, July 12 ............... Colonial downs
New Kent, Va. Two races.

2009 NSA Schedule

Dates subject to change. See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates.

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Paddy Young .....................24 6 4 6 $119,300 .25
Danielle Hodsdon ..............22 6 4 3 131,400 .27
Xavier Aizpuru ...................23 6 2 4 118,250 .26
Jody Petty .........................26 5 5 2 102,800 .19
Robbie Walsh ....................26 5 5 0 81,050 .19
Padge Whelan ...................23 3 7 4 70,150 .13
Carl Rafter .........................26 3 4 4 61,000 .12
Darren Nagle .....................15 3 2 3 75,575 .20
Liam McVicar ....................24 2 4 4 55,800 .08
Mark Watts..........................7 2 1 0 24,500 .29

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Jack Fisher ........................35 8 5 8 $196,550 .23
Jonathan Sheppard ...........26 7 4 3 144,100 .27
Richard Valentine ..............15 4 2 1 97,900 .27
Janet Elliot ........................11 4 2 1 46,300 .36
Desmond Fogarty ..............15 4 1 2 88,375 .27
Tom Voss ..........................22 3 9 2 86,650 .14
Sanna Hendriks .................12 3 3 1 61,750 .25
Kathy McKenna .................15 3 1 2 34,450 .20
Doug Fout .........................26 2 4 4 101,700 .08
Arch Kingsley ......................8 2 2 1 28,400 .25

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Bill Pape ..............................9 5 0 1 $92,000 .56
Irv Naylor ..........................24 4 1 3 90,775 .17
Maggie Bryant .....................9 1 1 3 56,450 .11
Sonny Via ............................6 1 0 3 53,700 .33
Anna Stable .........................4 1 0 0 46,800 .25
Arcadia Stable .....................7 2 1 1 38,250 .29
Sheila Williams ...................3 2 0 1 37,500 .67
Whitewood Stable ...............8 2 1 1 33,700 .25
Gil Johnston ........................5 2 0 0 32,400 .40
Calvin Houghland ..............10 1 4 0 31,150 .10

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd earnings Win%
Michele Marieschi (gb) ........3 1 0 0 $46,050 .33
Good Night Shirt .................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Salmo ..................................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Isti Bee (NZ) ........................2 1 0 1 43,500 .50
Mixed Up .............................2 2 0 0 42,000 1.00
Rare Bush ...........................3 2 0 1 37,500 .67
The Price Of Love ................1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
Bubble Economy .................2 1 1 0 25,500 .50
Scuba Steve ........................2 2 0 0 24,000 1.00
Dalucci (ire) ........................2 1 1 0 22,500 .50

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH MAY 8

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. Blue Ball, PA 

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation55

07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

“Save the Date”
2009 SOTA Steeplechase Conference

Saturday, June 27 at the Dulles Marriott Hotel
45020 Aviation Drive, Dulles, VA 

$50 per person.

For information, call Gary Baker at 540-687-3455
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Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $30,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $174,500
Champagne Taste, Beer Money . Lisa McLane
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $161,000
don’t Know ............................ Jim McVey
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $30,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Perkedinthesand .................................. $15,000
Irish Prince ............................................ $4,600
............................................ $156,600

FRA’s Jumper Fantasy.......... Allan Newstadt
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
............................................ $153,000
Genesee Valley Racers .......... Gail McGuire
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $37,500
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $152,000
MVP Stable ........................ ernie Moulos
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $18,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $14,700
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
............................................ $151,700

Irish Mugs ..............................Ann Morss
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $2,500
............................................ $151,500
PonyUp ........................... Ashley Monroe
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $2,500
............................................ $151,500

What A Farm ......................... Clyde Beam
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $146,000
I’m Foaling in June Stable ... Jessica Schwab
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $30,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
South Monarch ...................................... $5,400
............................................ $144,900

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the whip tavern

The early Leader
Van Cushny’s Steeplestakes.com stable rode the good fortunes of The Price Of Love (and the 

cameraman) in the April 25 Georgia Cup to the top as we bid farewell to April. Cushny sits atop 
the standings with $174,500 and received a $50 gift certificate to ST Publishing or an advertiser 
as the leader at the end of April. 

Cushny leads a bevy of familiar names into the first turn of the season-long marathon and 
holds a tenuous lead over 2008 champion Lisa McLane and the third-place stable of Jim McVey. 
The top 22 are listed here.

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

WE NEED YOU

2008 stakes winner 
and Grade I-placed 
Preemptive Strike.

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and more. 

15 wins and best “strike rate” (26%) 
among NSA Top 10 in 2008.

J

Tod Marks

Tod Marks
Scuba Steve (left) splashes through the water at Great Meadow – and would look good in your 
Pick Six stable.
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Screaming Tabby Stables Wallace Greenhalgh
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Rare Bush ............................................ $37,500
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
Erin Go Bragh ......................................... $9,500
Won Wild Bird ............................................... $0
............................................ $144,500
Lost Springs Ranch ..................Jann Lunny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Orison .................................................... $6,600
............................................ $142,100
Very Un Stable ................. Coralie Galyean
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $30,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Sunshine Numbers .............................. $18,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
............................................ $141,000
Rainbow Star Stables ............Roxann Teller
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Dugan .................................................. $10,500
Lair ................................................................ $0
............................................ $139,500
Rolling Thunder .......................Bob Lunny
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
He’s A Conniver .................................... $14,700
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Ogden Dunes ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $139,200
Flag is Up Farm ....................Tiffany Webb
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
G’day G’day ............................................ $2,700
............................................ $138,200
Redbud ............................ Winfield Sapp
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bubble Economy .................................. $25,500
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Moon Dolly ............................................ $8,100
Rubicon ........................................................ $0
............................................ $137,100
Block House Farm .................. Chuck Ross
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Northern Bay ........................................ $20,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
Erin Go Bragh ......................................... $9,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $2,500
............................................ $135,500
My Three Sons Stable .............. Sam Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
The Price Of Love ................................. $30,000
Incomplete ........................................... $18,000
Lair ................................................................ $0
Nolan’s Cat .................................................... $0
............................................ $135,000
Armchair Quarterback .......... Matt McCarron
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Coal Dust ............................................. $21,000
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Left Unsaid ............................................. $9,000
Planets Aligned ...................................... $6,000
............................................ $135,000
Bad Morning Pants .............. Jason Mackey
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Preemptive Strike ................................. $16,500
It’s My Choice ...................................... $15,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $14,700
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
............................................ $133,200
Full Tilt Stable .................... Mark Rowland
Good Night Shirt .................................. $45,000
Mixed Up .............................................. $42,000
Bee Charmer ........................................ $18,000
He’s A Conniver .................................... $14,700
Diva Maria ............................................ $12,000
Organizer ...................................................... $0
............................................ $131,700
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The ast Fence
Editorial • Opinion • Comments • Columns

TIMeS edITOrIaL

Riding along
with a newspaper

My trainers laugh at me. Tom Voss and Jack Fisher 
scoff at the point I’m trying to make. They don’t con-
sider it for a minute. They simply laugh. Fisher and 
Voss lie in the grass outside Voss’ stalls at the Middle-
burg Point-to-Point, a day after the four-meet extrava-
ganza of Atlanta, Foxfield, Maryland Hunt Cup and 
Queen’s Cup. 

My entire Riverdee Stable ran the previous day. Dic-
tina’s Boy, trained by Voss, finished second, beaten a 
nose, in the Georgia Cup. Treasure Map, trained by 
Fisher, was also beaten a nose in the maiden at Queen’s 
Cup. The noses proved the difference between $39,000 
and $11,700. 

No complaints there; sometimes you win, some-
times you lose and that’s why we play the game.

Once we pay nomination and entry fees, trainer and 
jockey percentages and expenses, shipping fees, pre- 
and after-race treatment . . . we’re down to less than 
$5,000. Tops. Factor in the day rate for each horse in 
training . . . this is not sound investing.

We’re not making any money in the sport. That’s 
when my trainers laugh. They laugh at my naivete of 
even thinking about making or losing money in stee-
plechasing. Actually, they laugh at the thought of me 
keeping track of it. Basically, saying, if you care about 
the money, you’re in the wrong game. Hire an accoun-

tant, don’t look at your books and enjoy the show. 
Duh.
I’m not brazen, arrogant or naive enough to think 

making money in steeplechasing would come easy, or 
even come at all. I’m simply trying to lose less. 

Why does steeplechasing lose owners? For starters, 
economics. The expenses of keeping a horse in training 
rarely come close to the ability to earn purse money. 
On top of that, the attrition rate of our horses contin-
ues to erode the owner roster.

Atlanta cut the purse of the Georgia Cup by $25,000. 
The recession has made it more difficult to raise money 
for sponsorship, I understand that. But, why cut one 
race on the card by 33 percent? Atlanta snipped its 
purse structure by $30,000 for the day; $25,000 from 
the Georgia Cup and $5,000 from the claimer. Why 
not spread the cuts across the card so owners and train-
ers pointing for the Georgia Cup don’t get the news 
10 days earlier that the race is worth two-thirds what 
they thought? To make matters worse, Atlanta does 
not participate in the reverted purse fund, so, the meet 
kept $10,500 in money not earned in the five races. 
Good economic decision by Atlanta. The meet saved 
$40,500 through purse cuts and through not being in-

Numbers Game
The inside Rail

By Sean Clancy

Susan Carter/Eclipse Sportswire
SMILe. Steeplechase champion Good Night Shirt (far left) shows off for the fans – and their cameras – at Foxfield April 25. Owned 
by locals Ann and Sonny Via, Good Night Shirt tuned up for the May 9 Iroquois by winning the training flat race. 

See inSide page 30 

It’s all downhill from here. Pardon us, 
Everest fans, but the steeplechase season 
reached its peak last week and now we get 
to slide home to the spring finale at Fair 
Hill.

Though it seems like last week, the ride 
started way back in March at Aiken. Re-
member Mixed Up and Paradise’s Boss slug-
ging it out in the Imperial Cup?

Since then, the circuit has bounced up 
and down I-95 and a few other routes – 
Barracks Road anyone?

We’ve covered the highlights, or most of 
them anyway. But what else did we see in 
the first seven weeks of 2009?

Stupidity. A monster truck turfing the 
lawn at Winterthur. The guy got busted for 
DUI (and more) before he left the property.

Weather, weather, weather. Rain and mud 
hammered the Carolina Cup, the Manor, 
Winterthur, Strawberry Hill. Summer-like 
heat hit Maryland Hunt Cup, Charlotte, 
Foxfield and Atlanta.

Sadness. When horses go racing, they 
are supposed to come home. We lost Bee 
Charmer, Toughkenamon, Tacloban, Rose-
land, Class Bop.

Wipeouts. A loose horse T-boned the 
future Maryland Hunt Cup winner Michele 
Marieschi at My Lady’s Manor.

Comebacks. Blair Wyatt returned to the 
saddle and won the Grand National with 
Coal Dust – and then talked about get-
ting in shape while carrying her son in a 
backpack. Patrick Worrall won some races 
again.

Memories. Janet Elliot and Ben Nevis 
made us all think about past glories when 
they were chosen for the Hall of Fame.

Moonlighting. Steeplechase trainer Jona-
than Sheppard won three graded stakes on 
the flat at Keeneland and another on Derby 
Day.

Absences. Keeneland’s spring meet went 
on without a jump race for the first time 
since 1997. 

Non-starters. Palm Beach blamed the 
weather and scrapped its spring meet.

Welcome. The Queen’s Cup jumped back 
on the NSA schedule – hopefully for good.

Rookies. Left Unsaid, Lunar Labor, It’s 
My Choice, Flight Briefing, Better Be Ready 
and Atrium looked good while winning 
maiden races. Who’s next?

Looks. Pretty is as pretty does, but spring 
winners Michele Marieschi and Dynantonia 
prove looks count.

World. The Queen’s Cup imported four 
jockeys for the day and they went home 
with two wins (one jump, one flat). David 
Crosse won on Bold Turn at Charlotte on 
Saturday and got home in time to ride two 
winners at Plumpton on Monday.

. . . And just think, there are still three 
weekends to go.

Steeplechase economics
put stress on the owners
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ST Bulletin
Board

Business Card advertisements 
are $50 for one insertion,  
$35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 
to place your ad.

CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan

540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811
Fax: 540-349-9722

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com
Open

year-round

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Wilson’s Hay and Straw
Best Western Hay in Unionville, Pa. area
610-470-3858

HOOD’S BBQ & CATERING/DELI

Specializing in: PULLED PORK BBQ 

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

CONDON FARMS
“Featuring Farming’s Finest”
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The good news is that I didn’t have to fire up the DVR to watch the Mets 
game when I got home from the Foxfield Races on Saturday, April 23. The bad 
news? I listened to the game while I was in my car waiting to get into Foxfield. 
Oh, I got there at 10:45 a.m. 

Obviously I wasn’t alone in the endless line of cars on Barracks Road. It was 
like waiting behind a school bus at a railroad crossing with no train in sight. So 
what did you do to kill the time? I wrote a column/timeline/travelogue as I baked 
in the 90-degree heat.

10:45 a.m.: OK, it’s four miles down this road and then Foxfield is on the left. 
Should be there in plenty of time to pass out papers, grab a bite to eat and then 
get comfortable. 

11:15 a.m.: I’ve moved 17 feet. Oh, I know what it must be. The gates opened 
at 11 a.m., so it will take just a bit to get things flowing. Should still be in there 
by noon with plenty of time to spare. No worries at all. 

Noon: I’ve moved a total of 1 mile. Well, scrap noon, but thankfully I got here 
early enough that I won’t come close to missing the first at 1:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m.: My car has been in “park” for over 30 minutes. Holy $#$%, 
there’s a good chance I’m not going to make it. What a joke. I’m close to Wash-
ington, D.C., so I might as well try to find the Mets-Nationals game on the 
radio.

12:35 p.m.: Cue in the pre-game music from the Nationals Radio Network.

1:03 p.m.: I’ve moved a total of 2 miles, with 2 more to go. Text Joe . . . “I got 
here at 10:45 a.m. and I’m not going to make the opener . . . What a joke.”

1:10 p.m.: Mike Pelfrey delivers the first pitch for the Mets. I’m hardly 
shocked that it’s a ball.

1:13 p.m.: Text back from Joe. “Might make a column.”

1:15 p.m.: Text to Joe. “I’ll write it right now.”

1:36 p.m.: I finished this column on the back of the past performances of the 
first race. Lord knows I won’t need them. Oh, and I’m still not there.

Editor’s Note: Shortly after 2 p.m., my car made the left turn into the Foxfield 
Races. A left turn that for well over three hours I had believed to be only a myth, 
only a figment of my imagination which was dancing like a frog on blacktop. 
Disheveled and distraught, but on the grounds. Amen.

Mets fan Brian Nadeau went to Foxfield for the first time April 25.

volved in the reverted purse fund. And 
taking it all one step further, if Atlanta 
was part of the reverted purse fund or-
ganizers may have been able to ask for 
a grant to help offset the purse cuts in 
the first place.

Meanwhile, Atlanta’s race course 
was sub-par and horsemen rolled the 
dice and ran some of their best horses. 
Maybe Atlanta will use the money to 
improve the course. I hope so. I’ve seen 
the note on the NSA notice page and ac-
cept the apology, but the horses deserve 
better next year.

The NSA published a course report 
about Atlanta on the overnight after en-
try time. Why bother? Nomination and 
entry fees were spent, the horse had his 
final breeze, there were no other choic-
es. Published two or three weeks out, at 
least, a report would give the trainers 
the information and the time to perhaps 
make alternate plans. This is like pay-
ing for a reservation and sitting down to 
eat at a fancy restaurant and then being 
told the menu is been reduced to only 

appetizers and the prices have doubled. 
And it’s too late to eat anywhere else.

The Sport of Kings Reserve Fund 
also eroded owners’ checks at Atlanta. 
I get what that fund does – funds races 
and purses at other venues – but it’s an-
other example of taxing owners. We ran 
at a meet in obvious financial straits, 
and took a pay cut to help pay for purse 
improvements somewhere else. On top 
of that, owners pay their trainers and 
jockeys 10 percent of money they never 
received. For Dictina’s Boy’s second at 
Atlanta, Voss and Padge Whelan will 
receive $900 each – a number based on 
the $9,000 in earnings before $1,450 in 
fees get deducted.

I’m not begrudging them, they did 
masterful jobs and deserve compensa-
tion, but after the Sport of Kings Fund 
gets done with the money, the owner 
pays percentages of money he never got. 
Back to the restaurant analogy. Now 
you’re tipping a waitress for food you 
ordered but never received. 

In flat racing there is a constant ar-
gument about who’s the most impor-
tant player of the sport. The bettor or 
the owner? In steeplechasing, we don’t 
have bettors, so the argument goes no 
further. Protect owners.

Inside –
 Continued from page 28

Foxfield traffic report,
and the mets win

bY brIan nadeau

Keep up with The Times 
for $35 a year.

Send information to: ST Publishing, 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921.
Or subscribe online at www.st-publishing.com/store. Or call 410-392-JUMP.

complete and return to address BeloW

name   _____________________________________________

address   ___________________________________________

city, state, ZIp   ______________________________________

method of payment (please circle):   check       credit card

number _____________________________exp. date  _______

TheTimes
Steeplechase

Brian Nadeu’s Foxfield column – in original form – written in the traffic jam.
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Maryland Steeplechasing
Catch the Action!

Sponsored by:

For complete conditions for the Series and individual races, as well as for point updates, visit www.marylandsteeplechasing.org

SPRING 2009
Sunday, March 15: Foxhall Farm Trophy Team Chase • Saturday, March 21: 
Howard County-Iron Bridge Race Meet • Saturday, March 28: Green Spring 
Valley Point-to-Point Races • Saturday, April 4: Elkridge-Harford Point-to-
Point Races • Sunday, April 5: Marlborough Hunt Races • Saturday, April 
11: My Lady’s Manor • Saturday, April 18: Grand National Steeplechase •  
Saturday, April 25: Maryland Hunt Cup • Sunday April 26: Maryland Junior Hunt 
Cup • Sunday, May 17: Potomac Races • Friday, June 5: Awards Reception
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Published by the Derrydale Press

P R A I S E F O R

Bright Hunting Morn, The 125th Anniversary of Radnor Hunt

“…a beautiful tome, crafted and written with great attention to detail.” —Covertside

“….you’ll be swept into a timeless era of sportsmanship and tradition.” —Chester County Life

“…exquisite in appearance and an absorbing and entertaining read.” —Horse of the Delaware Valley

Available now in bookstores, fine saddle shops, and on-line
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