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Starts

53

Wins

10

Seconds

9

Thirds

11

Earnings

$287,692

Erin Go Bragh

Thanks for the Miles & the Memories – 
118 3/8 from 2003 to 2010
From the Royal Chase to the Virginia Gold Cup, Colonial Cup, 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Temple Gwathmey and New Jersey Hunt Cup...

And Now off to a Happy Retirement!
– Doug Fout and the Team

Photo by Tod Marks
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“The Eagles Nest”
Recently completed by B&D Builders For McDonogh School, a 120' x 240' indoor riding arena,  
Donated by Irvin Naylor in Honor of his Granddaughter Sarah R Naylor, McDonogh class of 2007.

Horse Barns • Riding Arenas • Timber Frames • Hay Barns

Visit Our Gallery at  www.custombarnbuilding.com 
14 N Ronks Rd, Ronks PA  •  Phone 717•687•0292

Good night, Shirt.
Two-time Eclipse Award winner Good Night Shirt 

has been retired. The 9-year-old injured his ankle after 
finishing second in the Iroquois last spring and was 
unable to heal properly to return to the races.

Dr. Dean Richardson performed surgery on the 
injury last year and after an extensive rehabilitation, 
the horse’s return to racing was deemed impossible. 
Owned by Sonny and Ann Via, Good Night Shirt re-
tires as the second leading money earner in the sport’s 
history and one of just two horses to earn more than 
$1 million in American steeplechasing.

Good Night Shirt will live out his days with another 
Fisher champion, six-time Virginia Gold Cup winner 
Saluter, at Fisher’s Maryland farm.

“He’s sound in the field and that’s important,” 
Fisher said. “I was worried we might have to put him 
down. We were worried about his quality of life but it 
looks like he’ll be able to have a good retirement.”

Bred by Dr. Tom and Chris Bowman, Good Night 
Shirt won twice on the flat in 2004 before being sold 
to Via and Fisher. The infield sport proved a perfect 
niche for the stamina-laden, long-galloping chestnut. 
He broke his maiden in the demanding Nashville 
maiden race as a 4-year-old in 2005. Unpolished and 
raw, he won on talent alone. That summer, he won a 
Saratoga allowance before losing five consecutive nov-
ice stakes through the fall and the following spring. 
Later in 2006, he won a weak edition of the Fergu-
son and finished second to Hirapour in Saratoga’s A.P. 

Smithwick before missing the fall 
season. One step from becoming a 
timber horse in 2007, Good Night 
Shirt showed he was for real when 
rallying to just miss in the Royal 
Chase. At 21-1, in his first open 
Grade I stakes start, he missed 
nailing Mixed Up  by a diminish-
ing neck.

That’s when things changed.
He won the Iroquois in his next 

start and went 9-for-11 over the 
next two years. Finally able to ra-
tion his pace and polish his jump-
ing, Good Night Shirt knocked 
McDynamo from the Eclipse po-
dium with wins in the Lonesome 
Glory and Colonial Cup in 2007.

And, well, 2008 was one of the best seasons in his-
tory for any horse in any sport. Perfection is hard to 
top. Under Willie Dowling, Good Night Shirt started 
five times and won five times, picking off the Georgia 
Cup, Iroquois, Lonesome Glory, Grand National and 
Colonial Cup (each a Grade I). Employing a punish-
ing resolve on or near the lead, Good Night Shirt had 
no peers. In 2009, he returned to win the Carolina 
Cup before being caught late by Pierrot Lunaire in the 
Iroquois while trying to become the first horse to win 
three consecutive runnings of the 3-mile classic.

Rested for the summer as usual, Good Night Shirt 
returned to training in the fall but was soon on the 
sidelines – and at New Bolton Center – with the ankle 

injury. Surgery helped stabilize the joint, as did months 
of exercise on an underwater treadmill, but the scant 
hopes of a return to racing were snuffed out.

“He was just a pleasure to train, just a pleasure to 
have in the field,” Fisher said. “Even the landscaping 
people, they show up, a guy who knows nothing about 
horses looks out in the field and says, ‘I like that one.’ 
It’s Shirt, standing there, turning his lip up. Just a cool 
a horse. People say go find me another Good Night 
Shirt or find me another Saluter and I tell them, ‘They 
don’t make them.’ ”

In all, Good Night Shirt won 14 races from 33 starts 
and earned $1,041,083. Over jumps, he won 12 races 
and earned $1,006,493 from 23 starts. He never fell.

Tod Marks
Good Night Shirt won 12 jump races and more than $1 million.

All Done
by sean clancy

Champion Good Night Shirt retired
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Where to start? Who didn’t run since we last left you? From Atlanta to Charlottesville 
to Mineral Springs to Glyndon to The Plains and Winterthur, we logged the miles, watched the winners and 
got their stories in a cumbersome two weeks that saw six meets stretch the rubber band thin for horses, own-
ers, trainers, jockeys, officials and the media. 

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PageS 24-26

Much better
Months after an inauspcious debut riding for Tom Voss, Paddy Young righted the 
ship in a big way at Foxfield with a double while Ptarmigan announced her presence 
in the distaff division.

Page 6-9

Double bubble
He may be quirky, he may be difficult to ride and he may show up only when he 
wants; but Bubble Economy is none of the above at Great Meadow. The timber 
star added another rung to an already legendary resume when he took his second 
Virginia Gold Cup in a thrilling stretch run.

PageS 12-15

Walking Wounded 
Billy Meister was too hobbled and bruised to ride in the Maryland Hunt Cup but that 
didn’t stop Twill Do from adding another victory to the family mantle. Lucy Goelet’s 
underrated runner picked up win number four for Meister, who was forced to watch 
from the sidelines with a broken pelvis.

PageS 20-22

Old Hat
Veteran turf performer Prince Rahy took to hurdles instantly, winning his career 
debut in a laugher at Atlanta and Sunshine Numbers beat a compact field in the 
feature.

PageS 16-18

R-e-s-P-e-c-T
There may be more accomplished horses in the barn with bigger trophy cases and 
more money in the bank but the hard-knocking Nationbuilder finally got his due – 
and jockey Danielle Hodsdon’s 100th career win – at the Queen’s Cup.
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News & Notes from around the circuit

Worth Repeating
“Shirt”

License plate on jockey Willie Dowling’s car.

“I used to be a catch rider, now I’m a catch out-rider.”
Retired jockey Gregg Ryan, who was pressed into emergency duty 

at the Virginia Gold Cup when an outrider failed to show. 
Ryan and Bad Dog Press helped catch loose horses, escorted 

horses to the start, did all the dirty work that comes with the job.

“It’s like putting a kid through college.”
Owner/trainer Louis Bosley, 

on trying to get 7-year-old Hey Mickey to a jump race

“Is it Halloween?”
Trainer Jack Fisher, who wore his jockey costume at Winterthur

“Did I go to the ball? The ball? I had 15 people on my porch when I got 
home. I got a beer and a pain pill and relaxed.”

Trainer Billy Meister, who’s nursing a broken pelvis, 
on what he did to celebrate Twill Do’s Maryland Hunt Cup victory

ST: “Did you think about winning (the Maryland Hunt Cup) this morning?”
James Stierhoff: “Well, it crossed my mind, but it went out of my mind 
pretty quickly too.”

“It’s not rocket science.”
NSA starter Barry Watson to his assistant, 

a volunteer from the local college, at Atlanta 

“They were going in two inches more in the second than the first.”
Jockey Bernie Dalton on the rain’s effect on the footing at Atlanta 

“I love that horse, he’s like a little ATM machine.
Trainer Jack Fisher after Duke Of Earl won the claimer at Atlanta

“You never know what you’re going to get with him, some days you think, 
‘I’ll settle him in and relax in the back’ and he jumps off like a bull in a china 
shop and he takes you everywhere. Then other times, you go out there 
thinking, ‘he carried me everywhere last time’ and then he gives you no 
feel but if you can get him up in there the last third of the race, he’ll give 
you everything.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, about Duke Of Earl

“Steady.”
Laura Shull to herself (and jockey Bernie Dalton) 

as Moving Violation opened up in the Atlanta maiden claimer 

“I call him Al.”
Trainer Britt Graham about Atlanta winner 

Moving Violation, who has scars on his face

“It’s official.”
Jockey Paddy Young, after winning the Foxfield opener, 

to the photographer who wanted to wait for the final announcement

“I guess we can win them all.”
Assistant Robert Cutler, who saddled the Tom Voss runners 

at Foxfield, after the stable won the first two jump races on the card

“She’s my horse and I’m keeping her.”
Co-owner/breeder Lisa Ben-Dov, about Foxfield winner With Bells; the 
4-year-old filly was entered – then removed – from a sale this winter.

“He’s the Don Rickles of timber racing.”
Margaret Worrall, about Bon Caddo who apparently gets no respect; 

his bang-up effort in the Virginia Gold Cup should change that.

“Everyone said they liked him, but secretly I wondered if they were saying 
‘What is she? An idiot for trying to train that big elephant.’ ”

Trainer Mairead Carr, on the opinions 
of friends about giant-sized steeplechaser Fantastic Foe  

“I think the masters are worried about me coming down here and getting 
on racehorses, but . . .”

Jockey/Cheshire huntsman Ivan Dowling, 
who rode Thermostat to victory at Winterthur

“He looks like he just won The Masters.”
ST’s Jack Clancy, about a Virginia Gold Cup spectator 

looking extra important in a natty green blazer

Take A Number
1Pair of earplugs worn by Atlanta maiden runner-up Logaritimo.

36 2/5 Three-furlong workout time (in seconds) of a horse ridden 
by retired jockey Jennifer Rowland while prepping for her “comeback” in 
the Legends Race for the Cure at Pimlico May 14.

Name of the Day (History Edition)
Velvet Gun: The horse ridden by Kathee Rengert, when she became the 
first woman jockey to ride at Virginia’s Piedmont Point-to-Point, in 1973. 
They finished second.

Jack Clancy
Rub-a-dub-dub, jockey in the ice tub. Carl Rafter cooled off the only way he could after riding at the Winterthur 
Races May 2. 
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A Leading Lender for the Preservation 
of Open Spaces and Farmland

Lydia Willits Bartholomew
Chairman of the Board

THE PLAINS, Va. – Equine acupuncturist Liz Pat-
ternotte came to trainer Jack Fisher’s barn to work on 
11-year-old timber horse Bubble Economy.

“I can’t believe how good a shape he’s in for an 
11-year-old horse,” she said.

Fisher didn’t miss a beat, “That’s because he’s only 
tried seven years worth.”

The barn referee would have called a personal foul, 
but that’s how Fisher talks about Bubble Economy – a 
two-time timber champion whose reputation includes 
as many wins as oddball results in his lengthy career.

A few days later, the horse defended himself when 
he dug in down the stretch to win the $75,000 Galen 
Capital Virginia Gold Cup at Great Meadow May 1. 
Bon Caddo got in front shortly after the last fence, 
but couldn’t hold off a determined Bubble Economy 
over the final yards. Also the 2008 Gold Cup winner, 
Bubble Economy scored by a half-length in 8:22 4/5 
for the 4 miles and 23 fences. Patriot’s Path finished 

third. The victory extended a steeplechase career that 
includes 12 victories and $389,350 in earnings. 

“When he does his thing and can run his race, he’s 
awfully tough,” said co-owner Andre Brewster. “It’s a 
privilege to own a horse like him. It’s been all this time 
and he’s still going.”

Brewster and the Arcadia Stable partners (including 
Minnie Watriss and Skip Cochran) purchased Bubble 
Economy as a 3-year-old hurdle prospect in 2002. He 
placed in a stakes that first year and has made at least 
two jump starts every year since. He won over hurdles, 
but has made his bones as a timber horse with the two 
Gold Cup wins and scores in the Mason Houghland 
(2004), Ski Roundtop (2006), Grand National (2007) 
and International Gold Cup (2008). 

He started 2010 with a narrow loss to South Mon-
arch in the My Lady’s Manor, but wanted no part 
of losing another photo at Great Meadow. Bubble 
Economy (Paddy Young) rated in third behind He’s 
A Conniver and Fort Henry for much of the race, 
and dropped well back with a sloppy leap at the 19th 
fence, the water jump.

“There was a lot of scrimmaging at the water jump,” 
said Young. “He was looking at the other horses and 
kind of didn’t know where to take off. He landed on 
all fours and lost his momentum. I didn’t move on 
him, didn’t want to panic, but he took off when all the 
other horses did and got right back in the race.”

Market
Player

Tod Marks
Paddy Young looks for the finish line as Bubble Economy edges Bon Caddo in the Virginia Gold Cup.

Bubble Economy adds
to lore in timber stakes

by jOe clancy

VIRGINIA GOLD CUP
Saturday, May 1

See gold cup page 8 
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Country Living in virginia

132A East Main Street. Orange, VA 22960  •  540-672-3903  •  Fax: 540-672-3906  •  www.farmandestate.net   •  Equal Housing Opportunity

CASTLE HILL c. 1764: This 600+/- ac. estate in the heart 
of equestrian Keswick Hunt County, on the National 
Register of Historic Places & VA Landmarks Register. 
The beautiful setting encompasses a full compliment of  
estate buildings and formal gardens, pool, pool house, 
detached garage and extraordinary SW Mtn. views. Cas-
tle Hill is a rare and valuable piece of American history 
with a private estate setting. Price Upon Request.

CHANCELLOR’S ROCK: Featured twice in Architec-
tural Digest, Chancellor's Rock is a sophisticated and  
elegantly understated 446 acre estate in the tradition 
of Virginia's Hunt Country. Remarkable natural setting.  
Every expected amenityvsuch as guest cottage, farm 
manager’s house, stable, cattle barn and machine shed, 
pool complex and formal gardens. This is the perfect 
country retreat. $9,900,000

OLD KESWICK C. 1736: 550+ acre horse property with 
board fencing throughout. For the past 6 decades, the 
farm has been known for breeding and raising top-class 
horses. The manor has 11 ft ceilings, original woodwork 
and graciously proportioned rooms (including 7 BR.) 
Extensive horse facilities (36 stalls), cottages, summer 
kitchen and pool complex. A rare opportunity to purchase 
one of Virginia’s finest estates. Price Upon Request.

WILLOWBROOK, c. 1869: Charming, completely reno-
vated horse property in a desirable area of The Kes-
wick Hunt. 35+/- acres with six stall center aisle stable 
w/apt. and four bedroom manor house with a new  
gourmet kitchen and located just 10 mi. from Charlot-
tesville and UVA. A small gem surrounded by some of 
the most impressive larger estates in the Old Dominion.  
$2,100,000.

HUNGRY RUN FARM: Large Rappahannock estate with 
main residence (c. 1850) and two cottages.  This 487 acre 
property is mix of rolling pasture, hardwood and pine for-
ests with mountain views, multiple streams and frontage 
on the Rappahannock River. The land is well suited for 
horses/livestock, provides privacy and is a candidate for 
conservation easement. Located in Old Dominion Hunt 
country and just 65 miles to DC. Price Upon Request.

STAVE MILL FARM: Elegant Virginia horse farm in pasto-
ral setting. Built in 2001 with a copper roof and stucco on 
84 ac. in Albemarle Co circa.  Master BR suite on 1st floor, 
2 large BR w/ separate baths on 2nd floor, lovely high 
ceilings, cast-iron lentils, hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, 
high-end kitchen, guest cottage, 8-stall barn w/paddocks,  
run-in sheds,  riding ring, tractor shed w/shop, potting 
shed/summerhouse and trap shooting shed. $2,450,000

ELDON FARMS – A rare opportunity to acquire 2,067 
acres within 70 miles of Washington, D.C. Some of the 
most beautiful and private land in Rappahannock County 
and the entire state of Virginia. The land is a combination 
of rolling pasture land and mixed hardwoods. Significant 
mountain views and long river frontage make this prop-
erty very desirable. Price Upon Request.

GREEN SPRINGS LAND: 260+/- acres located in the 
beautiful and protected Green Springs area of Louisa 
Co. This property has mountain views towards the west 
and is located within 30 min. of downtown Charlottes-
ville. The land is a mix of open fields and woods which 
makes it ideal as an equestrian estate. Situated in one 
of the great Keswick Hunt areas. Numerous springs and 
frontage on Camp Creek. $1,695,000

To inquire about any of these properties, please contact

POPLAR GRANGE: Spectacular 21st century iteration of 
the Hunt Country ideal. On 103 acres of preserved land, 
the 12,000 sq. ft., artisan-crafted home, stables, carriage 
house & riding arena blend forward thinking & timeless 
traditions. The home includes only the finest materials & 
finishes – including elements from historic homes. Be-
tween Upperville & Middleburg, towns that define the VA 
Piedmont Hunt Country. Just 50 mi. from the U.S. Capitol 
& 30 min. from Dulles  Airport. Price Upon Request.
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Virginia Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. Saturday, May 1. 

Turf: Firm.

1st. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2 1/2 miles.
1. Commodore Bob  L  154  Dowling
2. Class Century   140  Rafter
3. Dealer Beware  L  154  Murphy
4. Amador  L  154  McCarron
5. Mattituck Inlet  L  154  Hodsdon
6. Slaney Rock (Ire)  L  154  Young
7. Primero Peru   154  Boucher
8. Freeboard  L  154  Aizpuru
9. Hidden Trail  L  154  Geraghty
PU. Strategic Vission  L  154  Petty
PU. Better Than Even  L  141  McVicar
PU. Colonial Kid  L  154  Slater
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:46.
O: Nick Arundel. T: Jack Fisher.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Coronado’s Quest-Miss Caerleona 
(Fr), Caerleon. Bred by Stonerside Stable (Ky).

2nd. $25,000. Open timber. 3 miles.
Steeplethon Course.

1. The Whacker (Ire)  L  160  Young
2. Swimming River  L  155  Dalton
3. Won Wild Bird   147  Nagle
4. Scuba Steve  L  160  Rafter
5. Kilbreena (Ire)  L  160  Slater
F. I’m Telling  L  160  Cockburn
F. Brands Hatch  L  160  Murphy
F. Bow Strada (GB)  L  155  Foley
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 5:49 2/5.
O: Bob Kinsley. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 9, Secral-Bryan’s Call (Ire), Shernazar (Ire). 
Bred by Paul Doyle (Ire).

3rd.  $75,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles.
The Virginia Gold Cup.

1. Bubble Economy  L  165  Young
2. Bon Caddo   165  Worrall
3. Patriot’s Path  L  165  Nagle
4. Erin Go Bragh (NZ)  L  165  Murphy

5. J. Alfred Prufrock   165  Somers
LR. Rainbows For Luck  L  165  Read
PU. Fort Henry (Ire)  L  165  Petty
PU. He’s A Conniver  L  165  Miller 
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 8:22 4/5.
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 11, Rakeen-Buffels, Vaal Ref. 
Bred by Gardner and Abbott (Pa).

4th. $20,000. Opt. clm. hurdle. 2 1/2 miles.
NW 2 or for $25,000.

1. Fantastic Foe  L  152  Rafter
2. So Amazing (Ire)  L  143  McVicar
3. One Sea  L  135  Mackenzie
4. Dubai Sunday (Jpn)  L  148  Nagle
5. Hope For Us All  L  138  Dowling
LR. Poplar Grove  L  156  McCarron
OC. Eagle Beagle  L  148  Young 
PU. Dynamic Rhythm   144  Petty
PU. Class Crash  L  144  Boucher
Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 4:52 4/5.
O: Julia Thieriot. T: Mairead Carr.
B. g. 6, Awad-Ladybird, Cox’s Ridge. 
Bred by Daniel Ryan (Md).

5th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Star For Tina  L  148  Aizpuru
2. Meshwaar  L  156  Foley
3. True Blue Fingers  L  147  Mackenzie
4. Heart O Plenty  L  151  McVicar
5. Moto Cat L  148  Murphy 
6. Feland’s Law  L  142  McCarron
7. Mojave Moose  L  138  Petty
8. Class Deputy  L  148  Boucher
9. Uncle Nutty  L  142  Slater
10. Lenny  L  151  Cooney
11. Justabud  L  148  Dalton
PU. Monsooned Malabar  L  148  Rafter 
PU. Canardly  L  142  Young
Mgn: 6 1/2. Time: 4:55.
O: Clorevia Farm. T: Eddie Graham.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Crypto Star-Medieval Tina, Me-
dieval Man. Bred by Tom Kelly (Pa).

Almost too soon. Well known for 
waiting on horses when in front, Bubble 
Economy claimed the lead with flying 
leaps at the 20th and 21st fences much 
to Young’s dismay.

“You’ve got to be kidding,” the 
jockey said to himself. “I just had to sit 
and suffer because he was going well. 
He jumped the second-last all right and 
turned toward the last and I thought he 
was going well. But I just knew there 
was something there.”

Something turned out to be Bon 
Caddo (Patrick Worrall), who rallied 
into contention at the top of the stretch. 
Bubble Economy led to the last, but 
gave Young a scare in the final strides 
before takeoff.

“Ten strides out he felt like he was 
going to stop – stop stop,” Young said. 
“I thought he was going to refuse. He 
was meeting it kind of long so I didn’t 
want to give him a squeeze because he 
was backing up. I just let him fiddle 
it. Then the other horse passed me. I 
couldn’t believe it.”

Bon Caddo drove past the leader and 
took a half-length lead. To his inside, 
Bubble Economy answered the chal-
lenge with a reputation-defying rally 
and reclaimed the lead – getting up in 
the final strides as Young looked for the 
finish line.

“Give him credit, he stuck his head 
down and battled back,” said Young. 
“We were a half-length down and the 
horse beside me wasn’t stopping.”

Young won five races on Bubble 

Economy between 2003 and 2007, but 
watched others take the mount since. In-
deed, the horse has won timber races with 
three jockeys in 2008 and 2009. Fisher 
tabbed Young at My Lady’s Manor April 
10 and they lost a tight photo to South 
Monarch. Young called the chance to 
ride the horse again a “class reunion.”

“He’s a star. I love him,” he said. 
“You have to do a lot of thinking on 
him. The biggest thing is to not panic. 
He makes you think, but you can over-
think that kind of horse too. It worked 
out today.”

• Young started a riding double one 
race before the Gold Cup when Bob 
Kinsley’s The Whacker edged Swim-
ming River in the $25,000 Steeplethon 
over Great Meadow’s varied course of 
timber, hurdles, hedges, walls and wa-
ter. Trained by Tom Voss, the Irish im-
port sat well off the early pace of Scuba 
Steve and I’m Telling and inched into 
contention on the final turn – where 
Bow Strada and Brands Hatch fell. 

The Whacker fought with Swimming 
River (Bernie Dalton) in the stretch and 
scored by a half-length in 5:49 2/5 for 
the 3 miles. Won Wild Bird (Darren Na-
gle) rallied late for third.

“The first three or four fences were 
not good,” said Young. “I was stuck 
on my own and they were going fast in 
front of me. Past the wire with a  turn 
to go, he felt like he was getting his con-
fidence, and I just wanted to keep his 
confidence up the rest of the way.”

• Nick Arundel’s Commodore Bob 
(Willie Dowling) emerged from the 
pack in the crowded opener, a $25,000 
maiden hurdle with 12 starters. Better 

Than Even, Slaney Rock, Freeboard 
and Hidden Trail tangled up front early, 
but weren’t around when the race was 
decided. 

Often arduous for inexperienced 
hurdlers, Great Meadow’s 2 1/2 miles 
hammered the leaders late. Commo-
dore Bob, who ran twice over hurdles in 
2008 and prepped at Loudoun Point-to-
Point, handled things just fine – taking 
over before the last fence and holding 
off a rally from Class Century (Carl Raf-
ter) to win by a diminishing half-length 
in 4:46. Dealer Beware (Jeff Murphy) 
stayed for third.

“I thought we were going a good 
enough gallop early on so was happy 
when I could take him back a bit,” said 
Dowling. “I thought the distance would 

suit him and having run a few times def-
initely helps with all the jumping here. 
We had a lot of inexperienced horses in 
there and the ones who’ve had a couple 
of runs had an advantage.”

• The $20,000 optional claiming hur-
dle brought together 2009 champions 
Eagle Beagle (claimer) and Hope For 
Us All (3-year-old) plus highly regarded 
2010 maiden winner Poplar Grove and 
the accomplished veteran One Sea in a 
field of nine. 

Form yielded to height, as the race’s 
tallest horse, Fantastic Foe, scored the 
mild upset for Julia Thieriot and Mairead 
Carr. The massive son of Awad benefit-
ed from Eagle Beagle’s run out and Pop-

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 6

Douglas Lees
Commodore Bob battles in mid-pack early in his maiden hurdle score.

See gold cup page 9 

Jet U.S., Inc.  
On-Demand Jet Charter For America

•  Flight Safety Trained Gold 
    Pro-Card Flight Crews

•  Based in the Northeast/
    Mid-Atlantic at Wilmington, 
    Delaware (ILG)

GOLD Rated

OWNED AND OPERATED BY PILOTS WITH A PASSION FOR FLYING.

Air Carrier Certificate JU4A765K

866-FLY-JETUS
(866-359-5388)

www.flyjetus.com



Friday, May 7, 2010	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  9

Far the besT
Midlantic 
Two-Year-Olds
in Training
May 17, 10 am
Timonium, MD

Under Tack Show
May 12-13, 10 am

Buying and selling horses. 
It begins and ends with F-T.

Timonium, MD  410.392.5555
www.fasigtipton.com

2007 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2YO Sales 
Graduate INFORMED DECISION.
Eclipse Champion Female Sprinter ’09.  
Won 6 stakes, 3 of them G1, incl. the
’09 Breeders’ Cup Filly & Mare Sprint.
Owned by Augustin Stables.

lar Grove’s jumping mistake (which sent 
Matt McCarron to the turf), but turned 
in a professional effort to win by 4 1/2 
lengths while getting the 2 1/2 miles in 
4:52 4/5. Fantastic Foe (Rafter) rated 
off the pace of Dubai Sunday and Eagle 
Beagle early, then took up the chase late 
to outrun So Amazing (Liam McVicar) 
and One Sea (Roddy Mackenzie). 

Carr smiled at her good fortune, 
while proving the adage that good hors-
es come from anywhere. Fantastic Foe 
won four races on the flat, but had slid 
down to the $4,000 claiming level with 
trainer Jeff Runco at Charles Town. 

“They called me and said they had a 
horse; ‘He’s not your type, he’s not my 
type either, but there’s something about 
him,’ ” said Carr. “They were right. I 
looked at him. He’s huge and I don’t 
like big horses, but there’s something 
about him.”

For starters, he can run and jump. 
Fantastic Foe looked like a winner in 
his NSA debut at Virginia Fall last year 
until he ducked off course just after the 
last fence. He had no such trouble in 
his next start, a maiden claiming win at 
Morven Park.

“They let him go for 10 (thousand) 
that day, but my phone rang off the hook 
all the next week,” she said. “I really 
wanted to keep him so I was trying to 
sell shares in him, keep part of him, any-
thing, even if I couldn’t afford it. Then I 
got lucky enough to sell him in the barn 
to Julia. It’s worked out great.”

 The 6-year-old started 2010 with a 
lopsided point-to-point win at Old Do-

minion, then placed third behind Coun-
try Cousin and Fogcutter at Middleburg 
before heading for Great Meadow.

• If you keep looking, history starts 
to tell you something. Charley and Su-
san Strittmatter’s Clorevia Farm wins 
races at the Virginia Gold Cup and has 
all decade – 2001: Sail My Vessel; 2003: 
Say The Word; 2004: Udeman; 2009: 
Better Be Ready.

Star For Tina continued the tradition 
by taking this year’s $10,000 maiden 
claiming hurdle.

He came into the day’s finale off a 
dull sixth at Middleburg, but had fin-
ished second twice in 2009. Trainer Ed-
die Graham noticed a trend – his horse 
runs far better on flat courses – and 
aimed for Great Meadow. The 6-year-
old son of Crypto Star obliged, settling 
off the pace of Justabud and Lenny for 
a mile, then rallied through the stretch 
to score by 6 1/2 lengths over Mesh-
waar (Tom Foley) and True Blue Fingers 
(Mackenzie) in 4:55 for the 2 1/2 miles.

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru pumped his 
fist just before the finish, a la Mike 
Smith or Kent Desormeaux, but had 
good reason.

“I got to the line and saw Eddie stand-
ing there – that was for him,” said Aizp-
uru. “I know how hard he works and it’s 
nice to get him a win. The horse was very 
aggressive at Middleburg because of the 
commotion at the start, but was much 
better today and that had to help.”

Graham credited topography.
“His races at Middleburg, Montpe-

lier, Radnor, Foxfield . . . those are his 
worst races for whatever reason,” said 
the trainer. “He ran well at Monmouth 
and Morven Park, where it’s flat so I 
was hoping he’d run better today.”

Gold Cup –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Fantastic Foe beats the riderless Poplar Grove to the finish line in the optional claimer.
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WILMINGTON, Del. – Jockeys re-
ally do have conversations down at the 
start, especially before three-horse races 
such as the timber feature at Winterthur 
May 2.

Champion Paddy Young, aboard 
Gather No Moss: “They told me this 
horse doesn’t like to be in front.”

Apprentice Connor Hankin, aboard 
Make Your Own: “Well I’m definitely 
not supposed to be in front.”

Former champion Jody Petty, aboard 
favorite South Monarch: “My horse did 
lead for a bit at the Manor, but he can 
be a little funny too. At least come up 
head-and-head with me to the first, OK, 
Paddy?”

Young nodded, the flag dropped and 
South Monarch cantered to the first alone.

“I look over and there’s no Paddy so 
it was ‘I guess I’m leading . . .’ ” laughed 
Petty.

The jockey smiled all the way around 
as owner/trainer Sanna Hendriks’ South 
Monarch led throughout and won the 
$17,500 open timber by 5 1/4 lengths 
over Gather No Moss. The winner cov-
ered the 3 1/4 miles in 7:09 2/5 and im-

proved to 2-for-2 on the season. South 
Monarch set a slow pace, got a little 
company from Make Your Own about 
halfway through, increased the tempo 
across the backstretch the final time and 
held sway through the stretch. Make 
Your Own lost Hankin just before the 
last fence, leaving two finishers.

South Monarch edged Bubble Econ-
omy at My Lady’s Manor three weeks 
earlier, but Hendriks chose not to tackle 
the Virginia Gold Cup (which Bubble 
Economy won) the day before Winter-
thur.

“This horse is a trier and when he 
beat Bubble Economy I don’t think it 
was because he’s a better horse I just 
think he’s got a bigger heart,” said 
Petty. “Sanna didn’t want to go to the 
Gold Cup at all and I don’t blame her. 
This race was right here – no ship, in the 
backyard. She didn’t want to overface 
the horse and maybe she was right.”

The 8-year-old won for the sixth time 
in 16 career jump starts and improved 
to 5-for-8 over timber.

• After 3 1/4 miles of jostling and 
jumping, the $10,000 maiden timber 
turned into a quarter-mile, one-fence 
sprint. And Wazee Moto flew out of the 
blocks at the last fence.

G’day G’day (Jeff Murphy), Wazee 
Moto (Paddy Young) and Hold Your 
Fire (Ross Geraghty) spun out of the fi-
nal, righthanded turn and aimed at the 
last fence. With clear sailing on the out-
side, the winner accelerated and landed 
running. G’day G’day hesitated slightly 
to set himself, causing Hold Your Fire 
to do the same – and costing them both 

a few lengths.
Wazee Moto powered to the line to 

win by 1 1/4 lengths over Hold Your 
Fire with G’day G’day third in the field 
of 10. The winner covered the 3 1/4 
miles in 6:38 2/5 while picking up his 
first career win in 20 lifetime starts.

“I was worried about (Hold Your 
Fire) for foot because he’s classy and our 
horse is 9 so might not be the quickest,” 
said trainer Leslie Young. “He got a flier 
at the last, which was great.”

Tod Marks
South Monach (left) jumps with Make Your Own early in the open timber.

Lead On
South Monarch captures 2nd win
of 2009 with front-running tactics

by jOe clancy WINTERTHUR RACES
Sunday, May 2

See winterthur page 11 
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Winterthur Races
Winterthur, De. Sunday, May 2. Turf:Firm.

1st. $10,000. Mdn. timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. Wazee Moto  L  165  Young
2. Hold Your Fire  L  165  Geraghty
3. G’day G’day  L  165  Murphy
4. Fond Of A Drop (GB)  L  165  McCarron
5. Imperial Way  L  157  Beecher
6. Senza Aglio  L  160  Chalfin
PU. He’s Got Mojo  L  165  Petty
PU. Pleasant Top  L  166  Fisher
PU. Excentrikbydesign  L  165  Nagle
PU. Heros Among Us  L  165  Rafter
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 6:38 2/5.
O: Vicky Bower. T: Leslie Young.
Dk. B./Br. g. 9, Traitor-Wazeerah, The Minstrel. 
Bred by Tina Teegarden (Fla).

2nd. $17,500. Open timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. South Monarch  L  160  Petty
2. Gather No Moss   150  Young
LR. Make Your Own   145  Hankin
Mgn: 5 1/4. Time: 7:09 2/5.
O/T: Sanna Hendriks.
Dk. B./Br. g. 8, Conquistador Cielo-Just A Bird, 
Storm Bird. 
Bred by George Strawbridge Jr. (Canada).

3rd. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3-1/4 miles.
NW $9,000 in 2009-10. Amateur jockeys.

1. Thermostat  L  160  Dowling
2. Fieldview  L  165  Nagle
3. Cradle Snatcher  L  165  Beecher
LR. Delarun  L  165  Chalfin
PU. No Cares   166  Somers
Mgn: 3 3/4. Time: 6:45 3/5.
O/T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 9, Summer Squall-Comfort Zone, Rubiano. 
Bred by Will Farish & Kilroy Throughbred Part-
nership (Ky).

4th. Training flat. 2 miles.
1. Virginia Minstrel  L  155  Rafter
2. Straight To It  L  155  Aizpuru
3. Hey Mickey   155  McCarron
4. Not For Love’s Boy  L  155  Beecher
5. He’s Got The Beat  L  155  Nagle
6. St Of Circumstance  L  145  Murphy
7. Grasberg  L  155  Petty
8. Don’t Fret  L  155  Young
9. Cooper  L  155  Slater
PU. Genghis  L  155  Chalfin
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 4:10 1/5.
O: Oakwood Stable. T: Julie Gomena.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Pleasant Tap-Divine Dixie, Dix-
ieland Band. Bred by William Backer (Ky).

Owned by Vicky Bower, Wazee 
Moto finished first in a Willowdale tim-
ber race last spring only to be disquali-
fied for interference. Then trained by 
Jazz Napravnik, the Florida-bred son of 
Traitor moved to Young’s barn in time 
for this season.

“He’s a lovely horse to be around 
and came very well schooled by Jazz 
so give her a lot of credit because the 
horse knew what to do when he came to 
us,” said Young. “I wasn’t sure how fit 
he was so we ran him at Fairfax Point-
to-Point (April 18) and he was second 
which set him up for this.”

• Cheshire Foxhounds huntsman 
Ivan Dowling traded in his pink coat 
for silks and guided Thermostat to a 
front-running tally in the $5,000 ama-
teur highweight allowance timber. The 
win gave owner/trainer Hendriks two 
on the day and gave Dowling his first 
career winner.

Once a promising flat horse with 
back-to-back wins as a 3-year-old for 
Dogwood Stable and Rebecca Maker, 
the son of Summer Squall moved to 
hurdling in 2005 – and finished second 
five times – before returning this year. 
Thermostat and Dowling won point-to-
point starts at Brandywine and Plum-
sted, and headed to Winterthur full of 
confidence.

And run.
“I was getting run away with the 

whole time, he’s that strong,” said 
Dowling. “I was cramping up so I let 
him go down the hill and said ‘I’ll fight 
with you when we get a little farther 
into the race.’ If the fences weren’t com-
ing up long, we weren’t getting them. A 
couple of them he got long, very long, 
but he got them.”

Dowling holds no illusions of becom-
ing a full-time jockey.

“I’ve been hunting here and I love the 
riding and jumping the timber fences out 
hunting,” he said. “My goal is the (Mary-
land Hunt Cup) someday if the right 
horse comes along, but I’ve got things 
to learn and for now I’ll stick to hunting 
hounds. That’s what I’m best at.”

Winterthur –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Wazee Moto (right) touches down in front of G’day G’day and Hold Your Fire.

Tod Marks
Thermostat wings the last fence to give Ivan Dowling his first riding victory.
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GLYNDON, Md. – Trainer Billy 
Meister leaned on metal crutches, wiped 
away tears and muttered.

“Wow . . . wow . . . wow.”
Meister’s father, Bunny, walked over 

and with a simple, “Hey babe” said it 
all. Twill Do, a 10-year-old timber horse 
with one lifetime victory, had just won 
the Maryland Hunt Cup. The two men 
embraced, shook their heads and smiled. 
The “Dream On” hats they wore never 
looked more appropriate.

“I grew up in a family that always 
wanted to win the Hunt Cup,” said Bil-
ly. “Dream On was a horse of my par-
ents’ that I rode in some point-to-points 
a long time ago. She might have won 
this race a few times, but she got hurt 
and never wanted to run again. I was 
thinking about her at the finish line, I 
was thinking about my mother, Mrs. 
Fanning, Mrs. Hannum, my grand-
mother, a lot of people. This race means 
a lot to me and after all that’s happened 
this year it means even more. It takes a 
lot to make me cry, dude.”

Owned by Lucy Goelet, Twill Do 
(James Stierhoff) survived a race that 
knocked out half of the dozen Thor-
oughbreds brought to the paddock for 
the April 24 classic. The son of Yar-
row Brae bided his time early, jumped 
into contention after 3 miles and won 
a sprint to the line over Private Attack 
(Mark Beecher) by 5 lengths. Battle Op 

(Chris Read) finished third as the win-
ner covered the 4 miles in 8:48. The 
$75,000 stakes victory eased some of 
Meister’s pain from a broken pelvis 
suffered in a fall a week earlier at the 
Grand National.

Delayed briefly at the start due to a 
paddock accident with Coal Dust, the 
remaining starters set off on the 22-fence 
odyssey. Pre-race discussion centered on 
Grand National winner Across The Sky. 
The front-running dynamo would take 
the field as far as he could as jockeys ad-
mitted they couldn’t run with him. The 
questions centered on the distance and 
the fences.

Across The Sky (Fritz Boniface) 
opened a long lead after the third fence. 
He kept adding to the advantage while 
tugging at the reins. Private Attack, 
Music To My Ears and Vinnie Boy led 
the chase group early as Twill Do and 
2008 Hunt Cup winner Askim dropped 
to the back.

The course threw its weight around 
at the sixth, where Native Mark and 
Music To My Ears went out. Prospec-
tors Strike lost Justin Batoff by refusing 
at the 10th. Across The Sky simply kept 
pressing forward and built a massive 
advantage at the halfway point. When 

Just Do It
Twill Do upsets timber classic
as Across The Sky refuses at 20th

by jOe clancy

Douglas Lees
Twill Do (right) leads Private Attack and the others to the wire in the Hunt Cup.

MARYLAND HUNT CUP
Saturday, April 24

See hunt cup page 14 

15819 Old York Road • Monkton, MD 21111-2125
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Congratulations to owner Lucy Goelet, trainer Billy Meister and  
jockey James Stierhoff from the Maryland Hunt Cup Association.

Thanks to all the participants, volunteers, and spectators for a great day of racing.

Please join us again next year for the 115th running of the Maryland Hunt Cup.

THE MARYLAND HUNT CUP
Twill Do wins

Twill Do’s victory brought a happy group to the winners’ platform. From left: Linda Meister, Bunny Meister, Billy Meister, Christopher Goelet, 
James Stierhoff, Lucy Goelet, Glennie Martin, Henrietta Goelet, Eloise Goelet, Helen Goelet and Anette Goelet. 

Saturday, April 30, 2011.
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he left the ground for the 13th, the others touched 
down at the 12th. The race truly began at the 16th – a 
4-foot-10 monster just before the 3-mile mark. Across 
The Sky scaled it while in command. Professor Max-
well made a big mistake to end Gus Brown’s first Hunt 

Cup and Twill Do began working through the field.
At 17, Askim woke up and advanced. At 18, a loose 

horse took second-place Vinnie Boy out of contention 
– leaving Twill Do, Private Attack, Askim, Battle Op 
and Western Fling as the only threats. Across The Sky 
soared the 19th and turned left toward Tufton Avenue, 
the final three fences and glory. 

And then he stopped.
A few strides before the 20th – a 3-foot-9 board 

fence – the leader emptied his tank and refused to 
jump. He went from a gallop to a walk in seconds as 
the others churned past. 

“At that point I was just thinking about getting 
over the next fence in front of me,” said Stierhoff, 
who inherited the lead after the 20th. “It felt like that 
the whole race, there was nothing any of us could do 
about (Across The Sky) so we were running our races. 
I made the turn and saw him stopping and then we all 
had a chance.”

Twill Do led Private Attack, Askim, Battle Op 
and Western Fling across Tufton Avenue. The trappy 
21st, a leaning board fence with a small brook on the 
landing side, came next. Private Attack and Twill Do 
jumped as a team with Private Attack taking a slight 
advantage on the uphill run to the last. On the inside, 
Twill Do battled back and drew even – after switching 
to his right lead – at the last. They left the ground as 
one, but Twill Do landed with an advantage he never 
relinquished. 

“I was kind of glad when Private Attack came up 
next to me at the water because you see so many horses 
do funny stuff there,” said Stierhoff. “I liked the spot I 
had there and he jumped that all right, but Private got 
in front. Coming into the last, if there was ever a fence 
a horse gave me that was it. He flew it, just flew it.”

Carrying a lone maiden win on his record, Twill 
Do outkicked the 2008 Grand National winner to 
give Meister his third Hunt Cup win as a trainer (and 
fourth overall). 

Beecher’s foul claim for interference in the stretch 
was disallowed. Battle Op stayed for third, followed 
by Western Fling (Jason Griswold), Askim (Charlie 

Fenwick III) and a distanced Vinnie Boy (Patrick Wor-
rall) in sixth.

Stierhoff, who won his first NSA race and didn’t get 
the ride until Meister’s injury was diagnosed early in 
the week, credited his horse’s experience.

“Twill Do knew what was going on,” said the jock-
ey, 24. “He’s been around so many other courses that 
he was OK with it. Stuff was happening all around us 

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 12

See hunt cup page 15 
Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh

Billy Meister waits for Twill Do in the paddock.

Douglas Lees
Owner Lucy Goelet and the Hunt Cup trophies
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Maryland Hunt Cup
Glyndon, Md. Saturday, April 24. 

Turf: Firm.
1st. $75,000. Timber stakes. 4 miles.

Maryland Hunt Cup (Amatuer jockeys).
1. Twill Do  L  165  Stierhoff
2. Private Attack  L  165  Beecher
3. Battle Op   166  Read
4. Western Fling  L  168  Griswold
5. Askim (Nz)  L  165  Fenwick 
6. Vinnie Boy (Ire)  L  166  Worrall
*R. Across The Sky  L  165  Boniface
LR. Professor Maxwell  L  165  Brown
LR. Prospectors Strike  L  165  Batoff 
LR. Music To My Ears (Ire)  L  165  Hundt 
F. Native Mark  L  165  Chalfin
*Refused at the 20th fence.
Mgn: 5. Time: 8:48.
O: Lucy Goelet. T: Billy Meister.
Dk. B./Br. g. 10, Yarrow Brae-A Little Wild, 
Wild Again. 
Bred by Dr. & Mrs. Tom Bowman (Md).

and he was just unfazed by it. That’s a 
nice feeling to have around here. What 
a smart, classy horse.”

Twill Do started on the Hunt Cup 
path as a humble weanling purchased 
for $700 at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic’s 
December sale in 2000 by Maryland 
horseman Joe Magner. Meister saw the 
horse, bred by Tom and Chris Bowman 
(of Good Night Shirt fame), as a 3-year-
old.

“Joe Magner is a friend of mine, and 
he showed me the horse,” said Meis-
ter. “He hadn’t done anything, but I 
loved him. I liked his breeding, I liked 
his looks and they let me take him for 
a couple of days. I jumped him over a 
couple of fences and he acted like he 
could do it.”

Unraced on the flat, Twill Do became 
Goelet’s first racehorse and flashed 
glimmers of promise including seconds 
to Michele Marieschi and Incomplete in 
2007. 

He broke his maiden at Genesee in 
2008, finished fifth (beaten less than 
3 lengths) behind Patriot’s Path at the 
Grand National in 2009 and chased 
Vinnie Boy home in Willowdale’s tim-
ber feature last spring. He started 2010 
at Brandywine Point-to-Point and then 
placed fourth behind Across The Sky in 
the Grand National.

“He runs hard, tries, he’s been right 
there in a lot of races,” said Meis-
ter, who gave credit to assistant Erica 
Gaertner for helping get the horse ready 
for the Hunt Cup. “He put it together 
today and ran the best race of his life on 
the big stage.”

Meister began his Hunt Cup career 
by falling at the third in 1987. He won 
the next year, aboard Freeman’s Hill for 
trainer Jill Fanning. 

Two years later, Meister won again – 
this time as a trainer and jockey – with 
The Hard Word. In 1996, the Pennsyl-
vanian turned Marylander trained and 
rode Hello Hal to victory. His long con-
nection to timber racing includes his late 
mother Betty, a standout point-to-point 
and show rider whose mounts included 
three-time Hunt Cup winner Pine Pep. 
Women weren’t allowed to ride in the 
Hunt Cup then, but her son has made 
up for the slight. Now 46, Billy Meis-
ter has ridden the race 19 times – third 
behind Paddy Neilson (21) and Jervis 
Spencer (20).

“I sat on nice horses for Mrs. Fan-
ning and other people and when you get 
that feeling jumping around here there’s 
no other feeling like it,” Meister said. 
“I always said I wanted to win six (as a 
rider), but I’m getting old, man, I don’t 
know if I’m going to get there. I’ll guess 
I’ll have to win a few more as a trainer 
now.”

NOTES: Coal Dust reared up and 
fell in the paddock, fracturing a hind 
leg. He was treated by veterinarians im-
mediately, but euthanized because of the 
severity of the injury. Armata Stable’s 
11-year-old placed second in the 2008 
race and won the Grand National in 
2009 . . . Askim bowed a tendon while 
finishing fourth and was retired. Irv 
Naylor’s 14-year-old won the Hunt Cup 
in 2008, the Grand National in 2006 
(when also the NSA timber champion) 
and the My Lady’s Manor in 2004.

Hunt Cup –
 Continued from page 14

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
Across The Sky (left) and Music To My Ears jump the first fence.
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Queens Cup Steeplechase
Mineral Springs, N.C. Saturday, April 24.

Turf: Good.

1st. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles. 
1. Takmeoutodabalgame  L  154  McCarthy
2. Canteen  L  154  Hodsdon
3. Bobbin’forgold  L  134  Batchelor
LR. Century Gold  L  142  Petty
PU. Unbeliever  L  154  Nagle
Mgn: 54. Time: 4:26 4/5.
O: Edition Farm. T: Janet Elliot.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Take Me Out-Vivaling, Explodent. 
Bred by Edition Farm (NY).

2nd. $10,000. Cond. clm. hurdle. 2-1/4 miles.
NW 2 for $15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Atrium  L  135  Mackenzie
2. Flight Briefing  L  140  Batchelor
3. Strathspey Kino (GB)  L  136  Petty
4. The Editor  L  154  Nagle
5. Happy Seamus  L  144  McCarthy
6. Suits And Ties   130  Hansel
PU. It’s My Choice (NZ)  L  150  Dowling
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:20 3/5.
O: Whitewood Stable. T: Richard Valentine.
Dk. B./Br. g. 8, Broad Brush-Arena, Devil’s Bag. 
Bred by Claiborne Farm (Ky).

3rd. $50,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles. 
NW prior to March 1, 2009 or NW2

The Queen’s Cup MPC Stakes
1. Nationbuilder  L  150  Hodsdon
2. Here Comes Art  L  150  McCarthy
3. You The Man  L  153  Petty
4. Ambersham  L  150  Dowling
PU. Dugan  L  153  Batchelor
OC. Best Alibi (Ire)  L  150  Nagle

Mgn: 1 1/2 Time: 4:21 2/5.
O: Mary Ann Houghland. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Came Home-Seattle Bay, Open-
ing Verse. Bred by Augustin Stable (Pa).

4th. $15,000. Open timber. 3-1/8 miles.
1. Westbound Road  L  150  McCarthy
2. Gather No Moss   150  Batchelor
3. Hot Springs  L  155  Nagle
Mgn: 8 3/4. Time: 7:01 1/5.
O: Lucy Stable. T: Richard Valentine.
B. g. 13, Gone West-Jood, Nijinsky II. Bred by 
Gainsborough Farm (Ky).

5th. Training flat. 1-1/4 miles.
1. Rockon Rockoff  L  155  Mackenzie
2. Dalucci (Ire)   155  Petty
3. Don’t Fret  L  155  McCarthy
4. It’s A G Man  L  150  Price
5. Golden Slammer   150 Washer
6. Uganik Bay  L  155  Batchelor
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 2:26 3/5. 
O: EMO Stable. T: Ernie Oare.
B. g. 5, Wheelaway-Teedlewinks, Badger Land. 
Bred by David Greenbaum (NY).

6th. Maiden training flat. 7 furlongs.
1. Our Duet   155  Batchelor
2. Maestro Magic  L  150  Hansel
3. Complete Sport   148  Torres
4. Not For Love’s Boy  L  155  Petty
5. Swinging Tequila   155  Mackenzie
6. Southern Light   138  Price
7. Class Moon   148  McCarthy
Mgn: 11 1/2. Time: 1:33 4/5.
O: Equivine Farm. T: Allison Fulmer.
Ch. g. 5, Horse Chestnut-Refrain, Unbridled’s 
Song. Bred by Equivine Farm (Ky).

Don’t blame Nationbuilder for not being a star. It’s 
not his fault. 

“For us, as a big stable, he’s in the middle so doesn’t 
get much attention, but he’s run some really good rac-
es and been in the top three almost every time,” said 
jockey/assistant trainer Danielle Hodsdon. “He’s very 
honest and he tries hard.”

And after winning the $50,000 Queen’s Cup Nov-
ice Stakes, the feature at the Queen’s Cup meet in 
Mineral Springs, N.C. April 24, Nationbuilder might 
be well on his way to stardom. The 6-year-old, racing 
for Mary Ann Houghland and trainer Jonathan Shep-
pard, won for the second time in 10 hurdle starts. 

At the Queen’s Cup, he rated off the quick early 
pace of Best Alibi (briefly) and Here Comes Art, made 
a run down the hill to the stretch and scored by 1 1/2 
lengths in 4:21 2/5 for 2 1/4 miles. Here Comes Art 
(Jimmy McCarthy) stayed for second with You The 
Man (Jody Petty) third. Best Alibi went through the 
wing at the second fence.

Hodsdon credited the fast pace – and a new matu-
rity – with helping her horse settle. He set or pressed 
the pace in most of his 2009 efforts.

“There has to be that kind of pace for him to not 
want to be right up on it, but the last month at home 
he’s been more content with himself, more relaxed, 
more confident in everything he does,” said Hodsdon. 
“He dropped his head and relaxed, conserved himself. 
I knew I had horse because he kept filling the bridle – 
which is a nice feeling.”

Bred by Augustin Stable in Pennsyvlania, Nation-

builder lost his first 11 flat starts before winning two 
state-bred starts at Presque Isle Downs in 2008. Sold 
to Sheppard client Calvin Houghland, the son of Came 
Home made his jump debut at Palm Beach that fall 
and finished fifth. 

He put together a 2009 campaign that included a 
Saratoga Open House victory, three seconds and two 
thirds in eight starts. He finished behind the likes of 
novice stars You The Man, Left Unsaid and Tricky 
Me.

Big
Country

Tod Marks
Nationbuilder (2) zeroes in on Here Comes Art in the stretch of the Queen’s Cup novice stakes.

Nationbuilder arrives
late to win novice test

qUEEN’S CUP STEEPLECHASE
Saturday, April 24

See queen’s cup page 17 
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“He runs better when he’s running 
at horses, but he doesn’t have that 
much turn of foot,” said Hodsdon. “He 
gets outfooted at Saratoga and places 
like that, but he’s pretty good in other 
spots.”

Hodsdon became the 36th jockey 
(and second woman) to reach 100 jump 
wins in the United States – adding an-
other milestone to a career that includes 
a championship in 2006 and an Eclipse 
Award with Mixed Up last year.

“When I started riding I never would 
have thought I’d have gotten 100 wins,” 
said Hodsdon, who rode her first win-
ner in 2000. “It doesn’t feel like I’ve 
been riding long enough to get to 100. 
I really didn’t think about it until I read 
that I was getting close in Steeplechase 
Times (March edition).”

– Joe clancy

• Excuse trainer Richard Valentine 
for being a little frustrated by Atrium’s 
career. Whitewood Farm’s 8-year-old 
broke his maiden at Queen’s Cup in 
2009 – and hadn’t won since. Return-
ing to the track a year later and eligible 
for the conditioned claimer, Atrium 
(Roddy Mackenzie) bested stablemate 
Flight Briefing (Mattie Batchelor) by 
2 lengths with Strathspey Kino (Petty) 
third. Atrium, a Claiborne Farm-bred 
son of Broad Brush, finished 2 1/4 miles 
in 4:20.60. 

“I put him in there just in case some-
thing happened to Flight Briefing,” 
Valentine said. “He broke his maiden 
there but I didn’t think he would beat 
Flight Briefing. He had a breathing issue 
last fall, but he’s been running well this 
spring.”

Atrium lost eight in a row after win-
ning the Queen’s Cup maiden by a nose 
last spring. He sparred with divisional 
leaders Tax Ruling, Terpsichorean, 
Tricky Me and Left Unsaid before slid-
ing down the ladder to conditioned 
claimers.

“Mismanagement on my part,” Val-
entine said. “I take a lot of the respon-
sibility, we ran him in ambitious spots, 
he finished fourth in the novice stake at 
Radnor and we probably should have 
found an easier spot for him. We ran 
him a lot and he tailed off by the end 
of last year. This year we will put him 
where he belongs.”

• Valentine doubled when veteran 
Westbound Road dominated two ri-
vals in the allowance timber. Owned by 

Queen’s Cup –
 Continued from page 16
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Tod Marks
Takmeoutodabalgame cruises home with a 
lopsided victory in the opener.

See queen’s cup page 18 
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George and Alex Hundt’s Lucy Stable 
and ridden by McCarthy, the 13-year-
old stalked the pace of Hot Springs 
(Darren Nagle) and survived a mis-
take at the second-last before cruising 
to an 8 3/4-length win over Gather No 
Moss (Batchelor). Bred by Gainsbor-
ough Farm, the son of Gone West be-
gan his career all the way back in 2000 
when competing in Europe. Imported in 
2003, Westbound Road won twice over 
hurdles in 2005 but was winless in his 
lone sanctioned timber start.

“He has been in training for so long 
as George’s backup horse, it got to the 
point where I just said we’ve got to run 
the horse,” Valentine said. “He’s an in-
credible horse to have around, he can 
school with the babies, he taught (assis-
tant) Laird (George) how to school, he’s 
a very cool horse to have in the barn, 
he’ll do anything. We are thrilled for 
him to win.”

– sean clancy

• Edition Farm’s Takmeoutodabal-
game (McCarthy) got the Queen’s Cup 
card started when he scored a 54-length 
win over Canteen (Hodsdon) and 
Bobbin’forgold (Batchelor) in the open-
er, a $25,000 Sport of Kings maiden 
hurdle.

Unbeliever raced off early, stretch-

ing the field with a 20-length lead while 
Canteen and Takmeoutodabalgame 
tracked his ambitious pace. 

The leader tired on the second circuit 
and Takmeoutodabalgame took over, 
with a hard-charging Century Gold in 
pursuit. Approaching the last, Takme-
outodabalgame was clear of Century 
Gold, when that runner tossed Petty at 
the final hurdle, allowing Canteen and 
Bobbin’forgold to complete the order 
of finish. Trained by Janet Elliot, Tak-

meoutodabalgame got the 2 1/4 miles in 
4:26.80.

Takmeoutodabalgame was making 
his second career hurdle start after pull-
ing up late in a Stoneybrook maiden 
April 3. Though he won four of eight 
on the flat at Finger Lakes in New York 
in 2009 while in the barn of Jonathan 
Buckley, a hurdle career was always in 
the cards.

“He had a very good year at Finger 
Lakes but (Edition Farm owner) Vivian 

Malloy was fairly sure he would take to 
jumps, longer distances and grass rac-
ing,” Elliot said. “I knew he was com-
ing to the barn but she called me last 
summer and said, ‘that horse I’m send-
ing you wasn’t coming yet because he 
keeps winning races.’ I know she’s ex-
tremely happy about the way he ran 
and is looking forward to the future, 
especially with the possibility of seeing 
him over jumps at Saratoga.”

– Brian nadeau

Queen’s Cup –
 Continued from page 17

Tod Marks
Westbound Road flashes his form over the water jump in the open timber at the Queen’s Cup.

“steeplechase times covers 
American steeplechase racing like 
it matters . . . A must for everyone 
in the business and a great read for 
those who are not.”

– Jonathan Sheppard, Hall of Fame trainer
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KINGSTON, Ga. – Welcome to stee-
plechasing, Prince Rahy. Welcome back, 
Dogwood Stable.

Prince Rahy made 36 career starts on 
the flat, winning four times and bank-
ing $269,090. Instead of dropping the 
son of Rahy to the claiming ranks, Dog-
wood sent the 8-year-old gelding to Jon-
athan Sheppard for a jump career.

Atlanta, April 24, served as the rec-
lamation of Prince Rahy and the return 
of Dogwood Stable. The Aiken, S.C.-
based racing partnership participated in 
steeplechasing through the 1980s and 
’90s, winning an Eclipse Award with In-
lander in 1987. Dogwood campaigned 
a few jumpers this decade, Skiperoo and 
Thermostat ran in 2005-06.

Under Richard Boucher, Prince Rahy 
toyed with five maiden rivals, relaxing 
well off a torrid pace set by Whistling 
Deputy and Bag Of Hammers. When 
those two tired, Logaritimo, Followmy-
footsteps and Prince Rahy picked it up. 
It was over quickly as Followmyfoot-
steps lost Ross Geraghty at the second-
last and Logaritimo couldn’t match 
Prince Rahy’s reserve.   

Prince Rahy powered home to score 
by 10 lengths over Logaritimo (Bernie 
Dalton). Bag Of Hammers (James Slat-
er) finished third. Prince Rahy finished 
2 miles in 3:47.80 over the rain-soaked 
turf.

Sheppard looked at Prince Rahy last 
summer and began prepping the horse 
in the fall. Originally pointed to Aiken 
(Dogwood’s hometown course), Prince 
Rahy asked for more time and Shep-
pard gave it to him. He won a flat race 
at Camden and then pointed to Atlanta 
for one of the three maiden races on the 
weekend.

“I stalled a little, I didn’t think he was 
quite ready, he was too rapid. He was 
fairly good on the farm but once he got 
down to Camden, he got a little race-
tracky,” Sheppard said. “He had a ten-
dency to jump to the left. It worked out 
with Richard coming here. He came and 
schooled him, he needed a good strong 
snatch in the mouth and a slap on the 
shoulder, it ended up a good school and 
I was very pleased the way he settled to-

day. He was a little tired coming to the 
last but that was understandable. It was 
a good effort for a first-time starter.”

Dogwood’s Cot Campbell was all set 
to return to Atlanta (he was involved 
in starting the meet and actually served 
as the announcer for several early run-
nings) but opted to cheer on Aikenite 
in the Derby Trial at Churchill Downs 
after hearing about tornado warnings in 
Atlanta.

“It’s a real kick, we’ve liked that 
horse a whole lot over the years, you 
get attached to them, we were on the 
verge of dropping him and I wanted to 
avoid that if we could,” Campbell said. 

“I asked Jonathan what he thought, he 
wasn’t crazy about the age but he liked 
the physical and it’s worked out. He acts 
like he could be pretty effective. I’ve al-
ways had it in the back of my mind, he’s 
a big, long-striding horse out of a Pleas-
ant Colony mare, he always had a lot of 
stay in him.”

• Bernie Dalton climbed off Sunshine 
Numbers after finishing fourth in the 
Carolina Cup March 27 and took full 
responsibility for the ride. 

“That was a terrible ride,” he told 

Amber Chalfin/Eclipse Sportswire
Prince Rahy powers through the last fence with a maiden hurdle score for Dogwood Stable.

Rahy Return
Dogwood rookie romps in maiden;
Sunshine Numbers tackles feature

by sean clancy ATLANTA STEEPLECHASE
Saturday, April 24

See AtlAntA page 22 
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You’ve come a long way baby...

Congratulations and good luck to NAPPA Graduates presently on the circuit:
Fritz Boniface, Scarlett Lovett, Sarah Green, Suzanne Stettinius, Sam Cockburn, 

Tess Croce, Alli Sirna, Emily Melton and Connor Hankin.

Support the NAPPA’s effort to ensure the future of steeplechasing 
by becoming a member or making a tax deductible donation today! 

Congratulations NAPPA graduate Fritz Boniface for  
winning the Grand National aboard Across The Sky.

The NAPPA Championship has been moved to Great Meadow, The Plains, VA on Sunday, May 23
and will be held in conjunction with the Wine Festival at The Plains, for more info. visit www.winefestivalattheplains.com

North American Pt-to-Pt Association • PO Box 102 • Butler, MD 21023
410-329-3749  •  www.naptp.com  •  info@NAPTP.com

NAPPA is a 501(c)3 non-profit dedicated to fostering the future of steeplechase racing.
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Fritz hangs on to former ’chaser Holzmann 
at the NAPPA summer steeplechase camp.

Six years later, Fritz wins the Grand National timber stakes for trainer Jack Fisher, 
whom he met while attending the NAPPA steeplechase camp.
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Atlanta Steeplechase
Kingston, Ga. Saturday, April 24. 

Turf: Yielding.

1st. $20,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 miles.
$30,000-$25,000 clm.  price

1. Moving Violation  L  138  Dalton
2. Hourigan (Ire)  L  148  Aizpuru
3. Wantan (Arg)  L  156  Boucher
F. Manassa Mauler  L  156  Geraghty
PU. Truffle Hunter  L  148  Slater
Mgn: 6. Time: 3:52 2/5.
O: Laura Thiel Shull. T: Britt Graham.
B. g. 4, Medaglia d’Oro-Talk Me Again (Arg), 
Mutakddim. Bred by Mitchell Ranch (Ky).

2nd. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2 miles.
1. Prince Rahy  L  154  Boucher
2. Logaritimo (Arg)  L  154  Dalton
3. Bag Of Hammers  L  154  Slater
4. Soliloquy  L  149  Helders
LR. Followmyfootsteps  L  154  Geraghty
PU. Whistling Deputy  L  154  Aizpuru
Mgn: 10. Time: 3:47 4/5.
O: Dogwood Stable. T: Jonathan Sheppard.

Ch. g. 8, Rahy-Hishi Lover, Pleasant Colony.
Bred by Masaichiro Abe (Ky). 

3rd. $30,000. Allowance hurdle. 2 miles.
NW $18,000 twice In 2009-10.

1. Sunshine Numbers L  152   Dalton
2. Dictina’s Boy   148  Geraghty
3. Sermon Of Love  L  148  Boucher
4. Swagger Stick  L  156  Aizpuru
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 3:54 1/5.
O: Sue Sensor. T: Arch Kingsley.
Dk. b./br. g. 8, Polish Numbers-Saturday Sun-
shine, Dahar. Bred by Dresden Farm (NY).

4th. $25,000. SOK clm. hurdle. 2 miles.
Min. clm. price $15,000

1. Duke Of Earl (Ire)  L  145  Aizpuru
2. Cuse  L  145  Dalton
3. Moneytrain (Ger)  L  145  Boucher
4. Eye Said Scat Cat  L  145  Slater
Mgn: 4 3/4. Time: 3:52 3/5.
O: Ann Stern. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 11, Ali-Royal (Ire)-Faye (GB), Monsanto (Fr). 
Bred by Noel Finegan (Ire).

trainer Arch Kingsley and owners 
George and Sue Sensor. 

Dalton made up for it with a front-
running masterpiece at Atlanta. Sun-
shine Numbers took control of the 
four-horse race from the outset, slowing 
the pace (they finished slower than any 
other race on the day), jumping fluidly 
and then staving off a two-pronged at-
tack by Swagger Stick and Dictina’s Boy. 
The latter two hooked up with Sunshine 
Numbers leaving the backside and the 
trio jumped the second-last in a line. 
Swagger Stick was the first to wilt, Dic-
tina’s Boy was the second and Sunshine 
Numbers stayed on to win the $30,000 
allowance by 1 1/2 lengths. Dictina’s 
Boy (Geraghty) finished second with 
Sermon Of Love (Boucher) third after 
3:54.20. 

“I gave him a terrible ride in the Cup, 
I took away his best asset, his jumping, 
by covering him up. I finished fourth, 
don’t think I would have won, but 
could have been second or third,” Dal-
ton said. “Today, I was thinking, ‘flat 
2 miles, perfect, small field.’ I could do 
whatever I wanted, if someone wanted 
to go on that was fine.”

Sunshine Numbers, now 8, has of-
fered the flexibility only recently. A 
front-runner for most of his career, the 
New York-bred son of Polish Numbers 
relaxed in the Hobkirk Hill last fall and 
now makes life easier on his jockeys. 

“He’s a bit older, he’s figured the 
game out. He was settled over the first 
one or two then he wanted to go on and 

I said ‘OK, the way you go.’ He just 
settled and was nice and relaxed,” Dal-
ton said. “Coming to the second-to-last 
I was thinking, ‘Whoa, these boys are 
coming hard and fast,’ fortunately he 
pinged that second-to-last and that gave 
him confidence to go with them.”

Sunshine Numbers provided King-
sley with his sixth on-the-board finish 
from 10 starts in 2010.

• Jack Fisher watched the finale, the 
$15,000 claimer, in complete disgust. 
The Maryland-based trainer had run 
three horses earlier in the card with-
out winning a race and his banker, Ann 
Stern’s Duke Of Earl, appeared to be la-
boring in the soft ground. 

“Dukey doesn’t t like the ground,” 
Fisher said as former stakes winner 
Moneytrain and veteran Cuse led the 
11-year-old with a circuit to go. 

Down the backside, it didn’t look 
any better.

“I’m going to be third,” Fisher said. 
Then the growing legend of Duke Of 

Earl continued. Xavier Aizpuru gunned 
the diminutive (read: tiny) Duke Of Earl 
between Moneytrain and Cuse at the 
second-last and in a matter of strides, the 
only concern Fisher had was if Aizpuru 
moved too soon. Duke Of Earl churned 
home to win by 4 3/4 lengths over Cuse 
(Dalton) and Moneytrain (Boucher). 
Duke Of Earl finished in 3:52.60 while 
winning his 10th career jump race. He 
won his most recent start, a claimer at 
Saratoga Open House last summer, but 
broke his tail and missed the summer 
and fall seasons. 

“It was a typical Duke Of Earl per-
formance, going down the back I’m 
thinking, ‘I’m beat, I’m beat, I’m beat.’ 

Then at the second-to-last, he arrives 
and finds something extra,” Aizpuru 
said. “He’s the smallest horse I ride all 
year, every time I ride him I honestly feel 
like I’m riding a horse like Good Night 
Shirt. I know he’s running in a different 
kind of grade but to be honest I don’t 
know where I’d be without him. When 
I look back at all my winners here, the 
most predominant name is Duke Of 
Earl. He gives you everything.”

• Plan your work. Work your plan. 
Laura Shull and Britt Graham made 

a plan; buy Moving Violation cheaply 
during the winter, school him, freshen 
him up and aim at winning a maiden 
claimer. Moving Violation worked the 
plan.

The 4-year-old son of world-re-
nowned Medaglia d’Oro made his jump 
debut at Stoneybrook and then aimed 
for the 2-mile maiden claimer at Atlan-
ta. Dalton put him on the lead and they 
cashed a $12,000 winner’s check for the 
effort. Moving Violation jumped accu-
rately, landed tired after the last but had 
margin in hand to dispatch Hourigan 
(Aizpuru) and Wantan (Boucher). First-
time starter Manassa Mauler was well 
beaten when falling at the last.

“He made the running at Stoney-
brook and nobody else wanted to make 
it, my trainer told me he runs in a rub-
ber bit because barbed wire won’t stop 
him so I let him go to the front,” Dalton 
said. “He jumped brilliant, he was tired 
from the last but he had been in front 
the whole time, I don’t know if he was 
empty or he was idling a bit. He gave 

me a great ride, couldn’t have asked him 
to do better.”

Purchased on the advice of Aizpuru 
and Fenella O’Flynn (who worked with 
Moving Violation when trainer Graham 
Motion had him), the horse lives outside 
and only comes in to eat and be tacked 
up for exercise. 

“I figured if he didn’t take to jump-
ing we could run him long on the turf 
at Colonial,” Graham said. “I went 
through three bit changes before I fig-
ured out a rubber bit was best. He’s 
very rank in between his fences, he’ll 
fight you but there’s no point to it be-
cause he won’t go that fast, with a soft 
rubber bit he doesn’t fight it. If he’s up 
there, staying out of trouble, I don’t 
mind. This is the race I wanted to run 
in, this is the race I wanted to win. Go-
ing 2 miles, I don’t think he wants to 
go any further.”

Longtime assistant for Janet Elliot, 
Graham went out on her own with Dale 
Thiel’s Zozimus last year and added 
maidens Moving Violation and Ajeed 
to her string this winter. She trains at 
Thiel’s Camden farm, utilizing hunt 
country for everyday work and Spring-
dale Training Center for more taxing 
exercise. 

“As an employee, at least there were 
other employees who might do some-
thing. It’s a little daunting knowing 
you’re the only one to do everything,” 
Graham said. “I think it’s easier mak-
ing decisions, I think I trust my instincts 
more because it comes back to me, I’m 
the only one who has to answer for my 
instincts. ”

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 20

Amber Chalfin/Eclipse Sportswire
Sunshine Numbers drives to the finish line with a win in Atlanta’s $30,000 feature.
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Hack to Hunt Country!
For Sale in Camden, South Carolina

“Hunt Box” with contemporary 
open floor plan featuring split 

Master Suites. Great Room with beautiful 
dark walnut mantel. 12’ ceilings, 

inground pool & pole barn. 
All on 6 acres with 7 more available. 

Protective covenants. 
$475k.  Owner Financing.
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CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. – Some 
seven years and countless rides after 
landing in the United States, Paddy 
Young rode his first horse for Tom Voss 
last November at Montpelier. 

Fogcutter made the front on the fi-
nal turn and looked a winner but then 
slipped and fell. Young tried again an 
hour later. As apprehensive as a 7-year-
old heading off to get a cavity filled, he 
gave maiden Ballet Boy a safe and pa-
tient ride en route to finishing second.

“I’m not going to say he would have 
definitely won, but I was being a little 
extra careful because my first ride for 
Mr. Voss was on Fogcutter,” Young 
said, “so needless to say I just wanted 
to make sure to get him around.”

It took five months, but Young was 
reunited with Cashel Stable’s Ballet Boy 
at Foxfield April 24 and made amends 
when they took the opener, a $25,000 
Sport of Kings maiden. Royal Bentham 
(Jeff Murphy) showed the way early 
while Ballet Boy took a stalking posi-
tion in second, just off the leader and 
ahead of Quiet Approval (Carl Rafter) 
and Old Timer. The order remained 
virtually unchanged as the field headed 

to the final turn but as they jumped the 
last, Ballet Boy asserted himself. He 
put Royal Bentham away upon landing 
over the last and had enough to hold off 
Quiet Approval’s frantic finish on the 
inside. The final time for the 2 1/8 miles 
was 4:12.60.

“He popped the last and was a bit 
careful but there was more left in the 
tank as well,” Young said. “If we had 
landed with a few horses around he 
would have won off by a few lengths 
but I didn’t have to get into him too 
much. It’s always nice to win like that 
without having to get to the bottom 
of them because I’m sure there will be 
tougher races to come.” 

Ballet Boy fit the mold of many of 
Voss’ maiden hurdlers – well-bred and 
long on talent. The 6-year-old son of 
Sadler’s Wells won two races in his na-
tive Ireland while in the barn of Charles 
O’Brien and made the transition to 
hurdles last fall, running second at 
Montpelier and Camden. He returned 
at Foxfield and Young was eager for the 
chance to better the Montpelier run.

“Anytime you can ride a nice horse 
for a top barn like this it’s a great op-
portunity,” Young said. “I went down 
and schooled him earlier in the week 
and he went really well and seemed a 
bit more relaxed. He jumps and travels 
so well and it was nice to get back on 
him and get the win this time.”

• Upon seeing Ptarmigan land safely 
and without issue over the last, trainer 
Doug Fout left the tower and walked 
down the stairs to the winner’s circle. 
You can do that when your horse is en 
route to a 14 1/4-length win.

Maggie Bryant’s long-striding gray 
left little doubt she’ll be a contender for 
divisional honors when she toyed with 
a stakes caliber field in the featured 
$25,000 filly/mare allowance. Just 21 
days after she won her seasonal debut 
by over open maidens at Stoneybrook, 
Ptarmigan one-upped herself with a per-
formance that clearly rates as the high 
water mark in the division this season.

Murphy was merely along for the ride 
as Ptarmigan stalked early leader Jelly-
berry for the first 1 1/2 miles, took over 
with little urging on the final turn and 
ran off through the stretch. The Man-
ner Born (Tom Foley) rallied late to edge 
Jellyberry (Young) for second. The final 
time for the 2 1/8 miles was 4:20.60.

“That’s a big step up from winning a 
maiden race and then coming right back 
and beating this field the way she did it. 
That was a darn good group of fillies 
out there so I’m tickled with the way 
she won,” Fout said. “She was just pull-
ing Jeff out of the saddle. When she put 
Jellyberry away at the third-last I knew 
we were in really good shape.”

Ptarmigan made her debut last fall as 
a 3-year-old, running fourth at Virginia 
Fall , pulling up in the Gladstone at Far 
Hills (after Young’s saddle slipped) and 
running fourth in the Woolfe at Cam-
den. Fout brought her back in a open 
maiden hurdle at Stoneybrook and it 
was clear that the metamorphosis from 
a gawky 3-year-old to a poised 4-year-
old was complete.

“It was simple with her; she just 
needed to grow up and into herself. Last 
year she was immature but now she’s all 
business and you’re seeing it out there,” 
Fout said. “I don’t like to run them as 
3-year-olds unless they’re ready so run-
ning her last year made all the differ-
ence in the world. She has a mind of her 
own but she’s come a long way.”

• Young and Voss teamed up again 
in the third, a $15,000 maiden timber, 
when Bob Kinsley’s News Flash did 

Waterfront retreat 
on 16 acres of privacy! 

Gorgeous views of Swantown Cove and the Sassafras 
River in Kent County, Maryland. Three bedroom, 1.5 bath  
cedar shake ranch with three-season porch offers many 
possibilities. Gorgeous trees, flowers, wildlife and birds 
make it a real treasure. $899,000

Call Ruth Clancy at (302) 740-0464

Prudential, Fox, Roach
88 Lantana Drive
Hockessin, DE 19707
302-999-9999

Susan Carter, Eclipse Sportswire
Ballet Boy shows the way in his maiden hurdle score at Foxfield – part of a double by Tom Voss 
and Paddy Young.

Boy Wonder 
Irish-bred maiden dances to win,
starts double for Voss, Young

by bRian naDeau FOxFIELD RACES
Saturday, April 24

See foxfield page 26 

Susan Carter, Eclipse Sportswire
News Flash (center) flies the last in the maiden timber.
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Foxfield Spring Races
Charlottesville, Va. Saturday, April 24. 

Turf: Firm.

1st. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Ballet Boy (Ire) L  154  Young
2. Quiet Approval  L  144  Rafter
3. Royal Bentham  L  144  Murphy
4. Old Timer  L  144  McCarron
5. Coupe De Ville  L  154  Watts 
6. Mask And Wig  L  149  McVicar
PU. Excellent Cut (Ire)  L  154  Foley
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:12 3/5.
O: Cashel Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 6, Sadler’s Wells-Happy Landing (Fr), Hom-
ing (GB). Bred by Knocklong House Stud (Ire).

2nd. Training flat. 1-1/16 miles.
1. Mariah’s Promise   150  McCarron
2. Dynaskill   150  Young
3. Triple Dip  L  155  McVicar
4. Easy Eight   155  Green
5. Sometimes Not   140  Stettinius
Mgn: 6 3/4. Time: 1:51 4/5.
O: Frances Dulaney. T: Michael Harris.
B. m. 6, Honor Glide-Short Skirt Flirt, Pen-
telicus. Bred by Harold Queen (Fla).

3rd. $15,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
1. News Flash  L  165  Young
2. G’day G’day  L  165  Murphy
3. Hey Doctor  L  160  Roberts
4. Sand Box Rules  L  165  McCarron
5. Algezir   160  McVicar
PU. East Coker L  155  Stettinius
PU. Ole Boy  L  155  Garner
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 6:10 3/5.
O: Bob Kinsley. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 6, Pleasant Tap-Proof Positive, Editor’s 
Note. Bred by Morgan’s Ford Farm (Va).

4th. $25,000. F&M allow. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
NW1X or NW2

1. Ptarmigan  L  145  Murphy
2. The Manner Born  L  155  Foley 
3. Jellyberry   155  Young
4. Scandalizer  L  145  Garner
5. Diva Maria  L  155  McCarron
PU. Fiesty Lady  L  153  Roberts
Mgn: 14 1/4. Time: 4:20 3/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
Gr./Ro. f. 4, Undridled Jet-Flaine, Chenin 
Blanc. 
Bred by Eve Fout (Pa).

5th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. With Bells On  L 130  McCarron
2. Lonesome Nun  L  148  Young
3. Rosemont Runner  L  143  Roberts
4. Music Tune  L  142  Rafter
PU. Shortcourt  L  156  Murphy
PU. Sefa Player  143 McVicar
Margin: 4 1/2. Time: 4:11 1/5.
O: Kinross Farm. T: Neil  Morris.
Dk. B/Br. f. 4, Tenpins-Mabelino, Trempolino. 
Bred by Kinross Farm (Ky).
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500’ white vinyl 3-rail fence

at $4.75 per foot 

GeT a cUSTOM 
QUOTe
www.gardnerfence.com 
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More Footage? = Lower Price per Foot 
Made in USA * Lifetime Warranty

what he could not do in 10 career hur-
dle runs – hit the line first.

News Flash stalked Ole Boy in sec-
ond for the first 2 miles, let G’day G’day 
take a short-lived lead approaching the 
stretch and then put that rival away for 
a comfortable 1 1/2-length win. G’day 
G’day (Murphy) held second over a 
hard-charging Hey Doctor (Jacob Rob-
erts). News Flash covered 3 miles in 
6:10.60.

“He was pretty keen the whole way 
around today so I just tried to get him 
to settle as best I could because Mr. 
Voss wanted me to take my time with 
him,” Young said. “For some reason 
he spooked both times at the fence on 
the first turn but he jumped great all the 
way around and had plenty left when I 
chirped at him at the second-last.”

News Flash threatened several times 
over hurdles in 2008 but often came up 
against one or two better, running in the 
money against Spy In The Sky, Chisle-
hurst, Seer, Nat Grew and Right Hand 
Red, among others. He made just one 
start in 2009, finishing a distant fifth 
in a salty Radnor maiden and missed 
the remainder of the year. Switched to 
timber this spring, he took to his new 
job title immediately, winning a novice 
timber at Loudoun Hunt Point-to-Point 
April 11. Billy Santoro rode the 6-year-
old that day but Young came to Foxfield 
familiar with the son of Pleasant Tap.

“Kind of the same thing as Ballet Boy, 
I went down and rode him a little bit 
and got to know him. Mr. Voss said he 
was very straightforward but didn’t feel 
like he wanted to be in front too soon,” 
Young said. “He had some great hurdle 
form without winning so this made him 

feel on top of the world. Timber gives 
a horse more of a chance to get their 
breath and you can make a mistake and 
still have time to get back into it. You 
don’t have that chance over hurdles.”

• Matt McCarron left the winner’s cir-
cle after guiding With Bells On to victory 
in the last and matter-of-factly said, “It 
makes up for a bad day, I know that.”

Halfway through the $10,000 maiden 
claimer the bad day seemed destined to 
get worse. With Bells On was involved 
in an intense speed duel with Music 
Tune from the start, and that usually 
spells doom at 6 furlongs, much less 2 
1/8 miles over hurdles. Committed and 
with no other options, McCarron had 
little choice but to go for it.

With Bells On kicked clear and dis-
posed of Music Tune on the final turn 
and braced for the challenge of Lone-
some Nun, in the midst of a bold rally 
from fifth. With Bells On approached 
the last with a tenuous lead but showed 
her tenacity when she rebroke upon 
landing and bounded away from Lone-
some Nun (Young), with Rosemont 
Runner (Roberts) finishing well back 
in third. The winner headed an all-girls 
exacta over four male rivals and scored 
in 4:11.20.

“Every single race today they seemed 
to be flying up front, so I tried to get her 
to settle as best I could once I realized 
that’s where we were going to be,” Mc-
Carron said. “I was outjumping Carl 
(Rafter, aboard Music Tune) at every 
fence but he got run off with too and 
we just hooked up. Finally I was able 
to get rid of Carl and be left alone and 
at the second-last, when I felt Lonesome 
Nun coming, my filly pinged them both, 
picked right back up and kicked clear. 
She’s so confident in her jumping, she 
felt her heart swell a bit and that’s all 
she needed.”

Foxfield –
 Continued from page 24

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young .......................... 29 8 6 4 $207,500 .28
Danielle Hodsdon ................... 14 5 2 4 103,250 .36
Bernie Dalton ......................... 18 4 8 2 83,850 .22
Jeff Murphy ............................ 21 4 3 5 71,075 .19
Carl Rafter .............................. 20 3 3 2 62,950 .15
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 12 3 3 1 65,500 .25
Matt McCarron ....................... 17 3 2 1 46,400 .18
Richard Boucher .................... 15 3 1 4 53,000 .20
Jody Petty .............................. 18 3 1 2 43,500 .17
Darren Nagle .......................... 21 2 3 4 43,150 .09

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 25 9 3 6 $170,250 .36
Jack Fisher ............................. 28 6 5 2 160,800 .21
Tom Voss ............................... 16 5 3 2 90,700 .31
Sanna Hendriks ........................ 5 4 0 0 37,500 .80
Dave Washer ............................ 6 2 3 1 25,100 .33
Richard Valentine ................... 14 2 2 2 24,400 .15
Michael Berryman .................... 5 2 2 1 18,850 .40
Doug Fout .............................. 13 2 1 4 39,975 .15
Neil Morris ............................... 9 2 1 1 26,350 .22
Leslie Young ............................ 6 2 0 1 36,500 .33

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Bill Pape ................................. 10 2 2 3 $57,500 .20
Arcadia Stable .......................... 8 1 1 0 55,200 .13
Randleston Farm ...................... 5 1 1 0 53,150 .20
Lucy Goelet .............................. 2 1 0 0 46,750 .50
Maggie Bryant ........................ 12 3 1 3 46,475 .25
Bob Kinsley .............................. 4 3 0 0 31,500 .75
Sanna Hendriks ........................ 3 3 0 0 31,500 1.00
Mary Ann Houghland ............... 1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
Ken and Sarah Ramsey ............ 1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
Irv Naylor ............................... 20 1 1 4 28,250 .05

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Bubble Economy ...................... 2 1 1 0 $50,400 .50
Spy In The Sky ......................... 2 1 0 0 47,500 .50
Twill Do .................................... 2 1 0 0 46,750 .50
Nationbuilder ........................... 1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
Slip Away ................................. 1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
South Monarch ........................ 2 2 0 0 28,500 1.00
Divine Fortune .......................... 2 1 1 0 28,500 .50
Torlundy ................................... 1 1 0 0 27,000 1.00
Ptarmigan ................................ 2 2 0 0 24,000 1.00
The Whacker (Ire) .................... 2 2 0 0 22,500 1.00

NSA Standings
THROuGH MAY 7

1 (800) 368-0872   |   www.horseracingtripsworldwide.com

Royal Ascot (June)
L’Arc de Triomphe (Sep-Oct) 
Cheltenham (March)
Dubai (March)
Aintree (April)

Susan Carter, Eclipse Sportswire
Ptarmigan touches down with a lead in the filly/mare allowance at Foxfield.

Erin Go Bragh retired with injury
Trainer Doug Fout announced the retirement of timber star Erin Go Bragh due 

to an injury sustained in the Virginia Gold Cup May 1. The New Zealand-bred 
11-year-old won the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup and National Sporting Library/
Chronicle Cup last fall. Erin Go Bragh hit the board in the Iroquois, Colonial 
Cup and Temple Gwathmey during his hurdle career which produced four wins. 
In all, he won 10 races from 53 starts in New Zealand and the United States.

“When he went to the races, you always knew he’d be in the shake up,” Fout 
said. “He gave us something to look forward to every day, one of my favorites.”
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Noel Twyman, 65
Longtime horseman Noel Twyman, whose 

career took him to success as a trainer, stee-
plechase jockey, foxhunter and preparer of 
young racehorses, passed away Sunday after 
battling with cancer. 

Twyman was a fixture at the Montpe-
lier Hunt Races near Orange, Va. and other 
stops on the circuit.

Twyman rode steeplechase races, often 
for the Montpelier stable of Marion du 
Pont Scott, and trained steeplechase and flat 
horses. He also operated a successful break-
ing and training business at his farm near 
Orange.

As a steeplechase trainer, Twyman was 
represented by winners Unprintable, Gee-
whillikins, Overnight Hero and others. 

The following obituary appeared in the 
Charlottesville Daily Progress newspaper:

William Noel Twyman, 65, of Orange, 
Va., died on Sunday, May 2, 2010, at his 
residence. He was born on March 30, 1945, 
in Elizabeth City, N.C. the son of the late 
Delmar and Mabel Wilson Twyman.

Mr. Twyman was a member of Oak 
Chapel Baptist Church, the Keswick Hunt 
Club, the Orange County Rescue Squad, the 
Virginia Horse Shows Association Hall of 
Fame and the National Show Hunter Hall 
of Fame.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia B. Tw-
yman; a daughter, Vaughan T. Jenkins and 
her husband, Noel; a son, Robert N. Twy-
man and his wife, Carey; two grandchildren, 
Taylor Jenkins and Riley Twyman; and a 
special friend, Silke Meyer.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 

may be made to the Oak Chapel Baptist 
Church Memorial Fund, 11415 Montford 
Road, Orange, VA 22960.

Charles S. Bird, 85
Charles S. Bird III, 85, died Tuesday, April 

20 at his residence in Aiken, S.C. Mr. Bird 
was born in Boston, Mass., a son of the late 
Charles Sumner and Julia Appleton Bird, Jr. 
He was a graduate of Harvard University, 
and received the Silver Star Medal for his 
service with the U.S. Army’s 10th Moun-
tain Division in World War II and Korea. 
Mr. Bird moved to Aiken, S.C. in 1970, and 
was a salesperson for Bird Roofing. He was 
a Master of Hounds of the Royal County 
Meath, a member of Palmetto Golf Club, Ai-
ken Tennis Club, Myopia Hunt Club, Sum-
mer Set Club, past president of the Singing 
Beach Club, a lifelong trustee of the Trustees 
of Reservations. and the Coaching Club. 

In racing, Bird and his then wife Betty 
Bosley Bird campaigned timber star Fort De-
von, who won the Maryland Hunt Cup in 
1976. Fort Devon also won the NSA timber 
championship in 1974 and 1975, and cam-
paigned successfully in England.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Eliza-
beth Musgrave Bird; two daughters, Diana 
(Chi) Bui, Washington, DC, Frankie Gar-
diner, Waitsfield, VT; a son, Peter Gardiner, 
Moretown, VT; five grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be di-
rected to Trustees of Reservations, Essex 
St., Beverly, MA 01915, or the Hitchcock 
Woods Foundation, 444 S. Boundary Ave., 
Aiken, SC 29801.

 Steeplechase Obituaries

Sean Clancy Bloodstock
www.seanclancybloodstock.com

sean@st-publishing.com • 302-545-7713

Congratulations 
to the connections 

of Bubbe Economy for winning 
a second Virginia Gold Cup 

and to the connections 
of Commodore Bob for winning 

the Sport of Kings maiden 
at the Virginia Gold Cup.

Since 2001, Sean Clancy Bloodstock has produced 
more than $2.5 million in earnings.

And Counting.

Why would you call anyone else?
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Try Again Stable...................... Jim Mcvey
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Torlundy ............................................... $27,000
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
............................................ $172,900
Prestbury Dreams Stables ......Pete Fornatale
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Dictina’s Boy .......................................... $5,400
Steppenwolfer ............................................... $0
............................................ $136,300
The Cheltenham Invasion Richard Hutchinson
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $15,000
Diva Maria .............................................. $1,000
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $134,900

Pink Moon ......................Susan Haldeman
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Mixed Up ................................................ $2,000
All Together ................................................... $0
............................................ $132,900
Pony Girl ......................Elizabeth Watrous
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Back To Mandalay .................................. $8,100
Jellyberry ............................................... $2,500
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $129,500
Genesee Valley Racers .......... Gail McGuire
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Arcadius ............................................... $18,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $12,000
............................................ $125,500

Steeplestakes.com ................. Van Cushny
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
South Monarch .................................... $28,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $124,000
The New Guy...................... Jasper Allison
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $15,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Seeyouattheevent ................................. $12,000
............................................ $122,500

Totally Random Stable ........... Bruce Rodger
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Confined ........................................................ $0
Lions Double ................................................. $0
Seer .............................................................. $0
............................................ $118,900
Honey Locust .....................Winfield  Sapp
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Arcadius ............................................... $18,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Meet At Eleven ..................................... $12,000
Class Century ......................................... $9,000
............................................ $113,500

And the early leaders are . . .
Jim McVey has thrown down the gauntlet early in the 2010 Pick Six contest and anyone that 

wants to catch him better have a deep roster of horses. 
The Marylander picked up a key early season win from Bubble Economy in the Virginia Gold 

Cup and leads handicapping guru Pete Fornatale as the circuit heads to the lucrative Iroquois 
Steeplechase in Nashville. McVey’s deep stable has already racked up $172,900 from contribu-
tions across the board and as a result of his early success he gets a $50 gift certificate to The Whip 
Tavern for leading the contest through April. ST couldn’t agree on the most creative stable name 
so Willie Dowling (I Want My Shirt Back Stable) and Jean McLane (Gray Matter Stable; all six of 
her horses are gray) each get a $25 gift certificate to The Whip. 

The top 20 are listed here. Check www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
presented by the whip tavern

Tod Marks
Atrium flies a fence at the Queen’s Cup. 

Congratulations to owner Cary Jackson. 

Conceit wins maiden special on the Pimlico turf for  
trainer Tim Keefe’s 17th win of the season.

Selected at the 2008 Goffs Dundalk 2-year-old in  
training sale by Tim Keefe and Sean Clancy

Tim Keefe
tlkracing@gmail.com

301-452-5892

Sean Clancy
sean@st-publishing.com

302-545-7713

It’s Eby In The Stretch

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. • Blue Ball, PA 
717/354-4971 • 800/292-4752

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation

Sales • Service • Parts

55
07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

Cricket Bedford
Cricket@thomasandtalbot.com • cell: (540) 229-3201

Thomas & Talbot Real Estate in Middleburg, VA
(540) 687-6500 • www.Thomas-Talbot.com

Middleburg/The Plains, VA
Charming stone, log & frame VA farm 
house tucked in a private valley on 46 
acres in exceptional location in heart 
of Orange Co. Hunt territory. 5 BRs, 
4 ½ baths, formal Living and Dining 
Rooms, gourmet Kitchen, exposed 
log and stone walls, hardwood floors, 
3 fireplaces, attached 2-car garage, 
enclosed sun porch, open flagstone 
terrace, and 4+ acre pond with views 
of the Bull Run Mountains. Log cabin, 
lighted sport court, small barn and 
paddocks.  $2,550,000
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Wu’s Cru Stable ..................Jeremy Baskin
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
South Monarch .................................... $28,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Dynaskill ....................................................... $0
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $112,000
Philly Filly Farm ............. Sarah Hutchinson
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
South Monarch .................................... $28,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Dynaskill ....................................................... $0
Your Sum Man .............................................. $0
............................................ $109,000

Wilco.............................. Tina Lippincott
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Patriot’s Path .......................................... $8,900
Mixed Up ................................................ $2,000
............................................ $106,400
Hunter’s Gate Stable .......... Barbara Taggart
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Slip Away ............................................. $30,000
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Major Malibu .......................................... $7,500
Confined ........................................................ $0
Old Man Buck ................................................ $0
............................................ $106,000

Very un Stable ................ Coralie  Galyean
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Patriot’s Path .......................................... $8,900
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $104,400
Samiam Stable ...................... Sam Clancy
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Prince Rahy .......................................... $15,000
Make Believe ........................................ $12,000
Erin Go Bragh ......................................... $5,750
Left Unsaid .................................................... $0
............................................ $101,250
Western Run Racing ..............Regina Welsh
Bubble Economy .................................. $50,400
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Jellyberry ............................................... $2,500
Slaney Rock .............................................. $750
Chivite ........................................................... $0
Steppenwolfer ............................................... $0
............................................ $101,150

Finally Retired Al Stable ....... Allan Newstadt
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
South Monarch .................................... $28,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Mixed Up ................................................ $2,000
Dynaskill ....................................................... $0
Salinja ........................................................... $0
..............................................$99,000
Chinese Checkers Stable ...... Bill Hutchinson
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
ARcadius .............................................. $18,000
Patriot’s Path .......................................... $8,900
Air Maggy ..................................................... $0
Sweet Shani .................................................. $0
..............................................$95,400
Rolling Thunder Stable ..............Bob Lunny
Spy In The Sky ..................................... $47,500
Italian Wedding .................................... $21,000
Virginia Minstrel ................................... $15,000
Patriot’s Path .......................................... $8,900
Tax Ruling .............................................. $2,250
Confined ........................................................ $0
..............................................$94,650

ST Bulletin Board
Business Card Ads: $50 for one insertion, $35 each for six or more.

CFG
Creative FinanCial Group

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722
A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Hood’s BBQ & Catering/deli

Specializing in: Pulled Pork BBQ 
Pit Style ChiCken • Prime rib SandwiCheS • more!

Open Daily 6 am • Breakfast all Day • eat in/take Out

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Joan Porter Jannaman 

www.lakehillstudio.com 

Fine Equine Art 
Oil Paintings 

615-822-3124 

For veterinarians, dealers & catalogs
Call: 800-786-6633

www.mackinnonicehorse.com • www.icehorse.net

Equine cold therapy 
options for tendons, 

knees, ankles, 
hocks, hooves, etc.

Preventative/Therapeutic

roger & thomas ltd.
antiques • collectibles • estate jewelry

reverse carved (essex)
intaglio crystals our  
specialty

(803) 713-3491
box 879
camden, sc 29021

art • porcelains • bronzes

Make your event 
stand out

610-347-1247
Rt. 82, Unionville, PA

TROPHIES at BERESFORD
Creative or Simple

beresfordgallery.com/trophylab

URGENT
INFORMATION

Check all type, art, and layout
that exist on this proof. Please
check information below and
sign. Your signature/initial 
indicates you are accepting 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY for
the accuracy of all content. If
nothing is received it is our
policy to run the ad as is. All
corrections must be faxed or
phoned back by 3:00 pm on
production day. 
Fax corrections back to:
302-235-0902
or phone your ad rep at:
302-239-4644
❑ Ad ok, run as is
❑ Ad ok to print after revisions
indicated, no re-proof 
❑ Fax new proof after revisions

Sign/Date

Important:
You Must Sign & Date

P l e a s e
P R O O F R E A D

y o u r  j o b  
CAREFULLY

Community Publications
PO Box 549 Hockessin

DE, 19707

Job: That’s Hats
Date: 12-18-07
Ad #: 2320790

Ad Rep: Mari
Email: bcmcompany@yahoo.com

Fax:
Proof: 1

¶

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

on Route 202
1/4 mile N. of PA/DE border

Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com

Bring 
this ad for
10% off

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Saturday, May 8 ........................ Iroquois
Nashville, Tenn. www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Saturday, May 8 ....................Tanglewood
Clemmons, N.C. www.tanglewoodcup.org

Sunday, May 9...................... Willowdale
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

Saturday, May 15 .........Radnor Hunt Races
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorraces.org

Saturday, May 15 ..............Strawberry Hill
New Kent, Va. www.strawberryhillraces.com

Saturday, May 29 ...................... Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

2010 NSA Spring Schedule

Check your insurance rates. Call Hoffberger. 410-542-3300

THIS
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akkontos@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118
800-291-4774 • 540-253-7779 • Fax: 540-253-7780
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The ast Fence
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TiMes eDiTORial

Justifiable
Steeplechase

The Maryland Hunt Cup’s historical connections 
run deeply, with generations of families participating 
through the storied timber race’s 100-plus years.

Stewart, Griswold, Neilson, Fenwick, Meister, Fish-
er, Finney, Smithwick, Bosley, Bonsal and so on.

But history has to start somewhere. 
“I’d never been to any of these races until I rode 

in them. I grew up in Towson, rode horses, but I did 
three-day eventing. I didn’t start riding races until pret-
ty recently. It’s new to me, but it’s an amazing thing to 
be part of.”

That was James Stierhoff, the 24-year-old amateur 
jockey who rode Twill Do to victory in the 2010 Hunt 
Cup. Stierhoff made his steeplechase debut in 2006, 
won his first point-to-point races two years later and 
stepped into the Hunt Cup’s jockey tent for the first 
time this year when Billy Meister went down with an 
injury.

A veteran of 19 Hunt Cup rides, Meister tabbed Sti-
erhoff for Twill Do, but could only do so much thanks 
to a broken pelvis. The trainer dispensed some wisdom 
and sent Stierhoff out for a course walk.

“I called him up before I went out and took some 
notes,” said Stierhoff. “I came out, walked half of 
it Thursday night and walked the other half Friday 

night – me and my piece of paper. I’d call Billy and ask 
‘Where was that ridge you were talking about?’ ”

Meister also handed his jockey a sense of calm pre-
paredness.

“All he told me was to go out and have fun; my in-
structions were to relax and have fun. Can you believe 
that?” Stierhoff said. “To win for a guy like Billy who 
loves this sport, loves this area, loves this race means 
a lot.”

Stierhoff packaged the instructions – and course-
walk notes – into his first NSA victory (in the sport’s 
oldest race).

Stierhoff owes Hunt Cup stalwart Jay Griswold (16 
career rides) for the steeplechase introduction. Then a 
Towson University student, Stierhoff took a part-time 
job exercising horses at Griswold’s farm on Gadd Road 
over the hill from the Hunt Cup course. 

“He’s been my mentor, and kept telling me I ought 

Hunt Cup Heroes
Tod Marks

Pump Him up. Xavier Aizpuru salutes trainer Eddie Graham as Star For Tina crosses the finish line of the 
maiden claimer at the Virginia Gold Cup May 1. 

Steeplechasing needs participation – owners, 
trainers, jockeys, horses, meets. All based on qual-
ity – more quality owners, more quality trainers, 
more quality jockeys, more quality meets. 

Steeplechasing needs justification.  
Owners need to justify the money they spend. 

Trainers need to justify the time and money they 
spend. Jockeys need to justify the risk and reward. 
Meets need to justify the time commitment, the 
expense and the hassle of putting on the show. 

They enjoy it, they love it, they cherish it. And 
every day, they try to justify it. 

Cot Campbell of Dogwood Stable justifies rac-
ing flat horses. He has built one of Thoroughbred 
racing’s best partnerships. Dogwood has won 
classic races and Eclipse Awards. Provided fun 
and entertainment to legions. Campbell has made 
a life, a living while trumpeting the sport.

Dogwood used to run a significant steeplechase 
string, buying proper horses from Europe such as 
Inlander who won the 1987 Eclipse Award, Kes-
slin who finished second in the inaugural Breed-
ers’ Cup, Peer Prince who hit the board in Sara-
toga stakes. Campbell, jockey Gregg Morris and 
trainer Charlie Fenwick were on the cover of the 
1987 steeplechase book, toasting Inlander. Dog-
wood finished fourth in the standings that year, 
campaigning three horses who made nine starts 
and won four races. 

Dogwood had big years but then its steeple-
chase involvement slowly dissipated. Partly be-
cause Fenwick turned his attention elsewhere but 
mostly because of business sense.

“I could form 10 flat partnerships while I was 
struggling to form one jump partnership,” Camp-
bell said. “It got to be too much of a struggle. I 
wish that were not so, and I’d be anxious to try 
again because I do enjoy it.”

Dogwood transferred accomplished flat run-
ner Prince Rahy to Jonathan Sheppard last fall 
and the 8-year-old won at first asking at Atlanta. 

It’s nice to see them back. 
“When he started leaving a little on the plate 

we decided to try this, it’s worked out, everybody 
is tickled to death,” Campbell said. “It’s hard for 
us to haul off and do that, because people get in-
volved with us mostly because they’re interested 
in racing on the flat so I can’t suddenly announce 
this one is going to go jumping. Everybody want-
ed to in this case.”

Prince Rahy is a little older than ideal to switch 
to steeplechasing but Sheppard and Campbell de-
cided to take a shot with the big, long-striding 
turf specialist. 

“He’s been around a long time, you adore the 
ones that you can count on, the ones who try 
hard and God knows he’s one of them. I didn’t 
want to see him deteriorate in value and end up 
somewhere I didn’t want to see him end up,” 
Campbell said. “This will make it possible for me 
to try and do this with other horses that could fit. 
My heart’s in the right place and I hope we can 
expand it. At one time we were pretty active, I 
like doing it and I hope I can justify doing it.”

Back to that justification thing. 
The National Steeplechase Association should 

have one goal – help justify participation for 
owners, trainers, jockeys and meets. Presently the 
expenses are way higher than the rewards. There 
is plenty of interest, passion and love for steeple-
chasing. Just not enough justification. See outside page 31 

Jockeys enjoy ride, no matter how they got there

The Outside Rail
By Joe Clancy
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to ride some races,” said Stierhoff. “I’d ride in the morning and go to school in the 
afternoon and evening.”

Stierhoff graduated last spring with an economics degree and turned an intern-
ship at Baltimore’s Brown Advisory (via Griswold’s suggestion) into a full-time job. 
The career has cramped the jockey training, but Stierhoff finds time.

“When I did the internship, there were horses at Pimlico so I’d go early and gal-
lop four, go to Brown and shower and do the internship. Now I work in a cubicle 
five days a week and only get to ride on weekends.”

Which is all you need if you’re winning Maryland Hunt Cups.

• Like Stierhoff, former champion professional jockey Gus Brown made his 
Hunt Cup debut and enjoyed it – even if it didn’t end the way Stierhoff’s did.

“It was the most exhilarating thing I’ve done, until 16,” he said. 
Brown parted company with Professor Maxwell at the massive 16th fence, a 

4-foot-10 demon that claims its share of horses each year.
Brown exited the fall with a broken collarbone but chalked it up to dues paid 

for following through on a riding dream. Like any American jump jockey, Brown 
thought about the Hunt Cup but nev-
er acted on it until now. Champion in 
2000 and 2001, Brown won 122 races 
and set an earnings record with more 
than $815,000 in 2001. He retired in 
2004, but came back as an amateur this 
spring with the Hunt Cup in mind.

“You hear talk of the Hunt Cup, but 
you don’t know until you ride it,” said 
Brown. “I walked the course five times 
– with J.W. Delozier, Paddy Neilson, 
Chris Gracie, Joy Slater, and got some-
thing really significant every time.”

Brown and Professor Maxwell bided 
their time early and enjoyed a solid trip 
until the mistake, basically a takeoff er-
ror where Brown aimed for a long spot 
and Professor Maxwell didn’t.

“Two-thirds of the fences are compa-
rable to the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup or 
some other courses, but the other third 
are nothing like other fences,” Brown 
said. “My horse went great over 10 
through 15 and he gave me the most 
amazing fence at 13. It’s always easy af-
terward but I messed him up at 16.”

Outside –
 Continued from page 30

Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112

HRTW’s & Frank’s Kind of Town

CHICAGO
PRICE INCLUDES:

• Reserved box seat for the 28th 
running of the Arlington Million at 
beautiful Arlington Park Racetrack

(Optional dining packages available)

• Reserved box seat for Chicago 
Cubs/Atlanta Braves game at 
legendary Wrigley Field 

• 3 Nights Hotel Indigo Chicago, 
Downtown Gold Coast, minutes 
from fabulous Rush Street 
— Chicago’s prime nightlife 
entertainment area.

$625*
 

per 
person 

On your spare 
time, experience 
everything fabulous 
Chicago 
has to offer —

Michigan Avenue 
and the Magni� cent 
Mile

Navy Pier

Jazz and Blues Clubs: 
Jilly’s / Buddy Guy’s 
Redhead Piano Bar

Restaurants:
Harry Caray’s / Ditka’s 
Gibson’s / Hugo Frog’s

Chicago River Cruise

Horseshoe Casino

* $200 deposit due when booking — Balance due July 1, 2010.
Price does not include transportation to Chicago. 

1-800-368-0872Monday,
August 23, 2010

Friday, 
August 20 —

Commemorate the 
moment by ordering 
a full color, glossy
reprint of a Steeplechase 
Times cover. 

Is Your Horse 
a Cover Boy?

$75 plus shipping. 

To Order, call  
(410) 392-5867 or email 
orders@st-publishing.com.

Past and Current Seasons 
Available. Call or email to 
confirm availability.



Congratulations to our colleague James Stierhoff, 
owner Lucy Goelet and trainer Billy Meister on the 

Maryland Hunt Cup victory with Twill Do.

Investment and Advisory Services
for Individuals, Families 

and Institutions

BALTIMORE          WASHINGTON          BOSTON          NEW YORK          LONDON

800-645-3923     www.brownadvisory.com
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