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Preserving 
A Country 
WAy of Life

Since 1976

WeST bRAdfORd TOWnSHiP
beautiful 33.5 acres surrounded by open 

space. A unique opportunity to build 
your dream house just minutes from the 

historic village of Marshallton.
$595,000

GLen MiLLS
A tranquil place with large 5bR 
stone house & barn, sand arena, 

fenced pastures & pond 
on 30 acres with fabulous views.

$2,900,000

COLeRAin TOWnSHiP
135 acres with beautiful combination of 

woodland, tillable land & pasture 
adjacent to the Octorara Creek. One 

house site with incredible view.
$900,000

WeST MARLbOROuGH TOWnSHiP
Wonderful location featuring 1850’s
farmhouse on 4.1 acres with pond & 

springhouse. it is ready for restoration 
into your dream house.

 $350,000

uPPeR OxfORd TOWnSHiP
76.5 acres of land adjacent to acres 

of beautiful open space in heart 
of Andrews bridge hunting country.

Lovely location for dream house!
$500,000

COLeRAin TOWnSHiP
The former “Andrews bridge inn” has 

been completely restored w/3bR 
on 88.5 acres. unique opportunity 

to purchase a true gem!
$1,000,000
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here&there... in Steeplechasing

The Name Game
Irish import Justpourit used to be owned by a syndicate of ce-

ment workers (not drinkers).

Take A Number
30: Pounds of vegetables on the table at a Grand National tailgate 
co-hosted by Stephanie Moore.

Worth Repeating
“County worker green.”

Jeff Rosenkilde, on the color of the jacket 
worn by his wife Michelle at the Grand National

“By the time she came to the last, all the positive memories came 
back. Before that, not so much.”

Nancy Miller, on watching daughter Blythe 
ride a steeplechase race again

“But Michael Traurig is OK too.”
Betty Weymouth, within earshot of Traurig, after raving about 

watching Britain’s 16-time champ Tony McCoy on television

“I have a lot to put in that one.”
Trainer/jockey Billy Meister, reserving space 

in ST’s (only mythical thus far) Going Out of Business Edition

“We dated while she was riding, but we were broken up quite a bit 
too so I wasn’t as committed as I am now. It’s stressful.”

Joe Davies, about watching his wife Bythe ride a race

“I love his character. He’s like a big puppy.” 
Trainer Janet Elliot about Atlanta flat winner Roman Glory

“Those five in that race are all good horses. You could run the race 
again and you’d have a different winner.”

Trainer Lilith Boucher after Complete Zen beat All Together, 
Good Request, Italian Wedding and One Giant Step at Atlanta

“Fantastic. I know how hard it is to do over here and I feel honored 
that I’ve done it. I couldn’t have done it without some fantastic sup-
port from day one, the obvious ones like Jack (Fisher), Janet Elliot, 
Tom Voss and Jonathan Sheppard but there are a lot of other people 
who have contributed along the way, too many to mention in an 
interview, hopefully, when I see them all individually, I can thank 
them.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru after winning his 100th American race, 
at Middleburg aboard the Fisher-trained Delta Park

“Who knows? Let’s see how the ticker is.”
Aizpuru, asked if he could get to 200 career victories

“Now I wish I didn’t bring the sign.”
Jockey Jody Petty, who transported Xavier Aizpuru’s 

sign from ST’s office in Fair Hill to Middleburg 
(Aizpuru nailed Petty late to win the timber race); Thanks Jody.

“Now, I’ve got a Gold Cup horse.”
Trainer Jack Fisher after Delta Park won at Middleburg 

“This is really exciting, really exciting. He’s heart-stopping, you 
think he’s not going to get there and he gets there.”

Owner Michael Wharton 
after Grinding Speed upset the maiden at Middleburg

“It makes the drive home from Tryon a whole lot nicer. That’s a long 
way.”

Todd Wyatt, who car-pooled with fellow trainer Cyril Murphy, 
his wife Becky and their daughter Madeline; they left at 6 p.m. 

and made it home by 4 in the morning; Wyatt had a winner 
with Northern Bay while the Murphys were second with Inti

“The biggest problem I have is trying to change diapers with your 
arm in a sling.”

Jockey/mother Blair Wyatt, after breaking 
her collarbone schooling a horse for her husband Todd 

three days after winning the My Lady’s Manor timber stakes

Tod Marks
Century Man. Xavier Aizpuru gets his sign from ST after winning the 100th jump race of his American career.
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. Rapid fire. The jump meets arrived in force in mid-April and we kept up with it all. 
Timber heroes at the Manor and Grand National, an Irish tour de force in the Gwathmey, a double by Alicia 
Murphy and more highlighted the month – and we’re not done as the final Saturday of April includes three 
stops. Check back next month.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PageS 20-23

Bon Manor
Timber veteran Bon Caddo halted a streak of near-misses, winning a rainy My 
Lady’s Manor timber stakes for Merriefield Farm, Dawn Williams and Blair Wyatt.

PageS 6-9

Props for Pops
Decoy Daddy ran his American record to 2-for-4 with a Temple Gwathmey tally 
for Irv Naylor and jockey Darren Nagle at Middleburg. Other highlights to the 
day: Swimming River’s Alfred Hunt score, Mischief winning his second, Xavier 
Aizpuru’s 100th win and Grinding Speed’s late-running maiden triumph.

PageS 10-13

Hello Again
Former champion jockey Blythe Miller Davies got back in the saddle as an amateur 
and won the Grand National aboard Private Attack – with eyes on the Maryland 
Hunt Cup.

PageS 14-18

Block to Bay 
Northern Bay added another condition to his growing resume, taking the hurdle 
feature at Block House for trainer Todd Wyatt. Lilith and Richard Boucher picked up 
a pair of wins.

PageS 24-26

. . .And the Art of Winning
Complete Zen found perfect harmony with a photo-finish victory over 2010 novice 
champion All Together in Atlanta’s feature.

Times
The Steeplechase

ST Publishing, Inc.
364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, 

Elkton, MD 21921
In the Heart of Fair Hill Horse Country

Phone:  (410) 392-5867  
Fax:  (410) 392-0170 
E-mail:  info@st-publishing.com
On the Web:  www.st-publishing.com

The Staff
Editors/Publishers/Staff Writers: 

Sean Clancy and Joe Clancy

Advertising: Contact the office or call
Kathy Rubin (203) 650-6815
Jim McLaughlin (484) 888-0664
Michelle Rosenkilde (410) 692-5977
Reney Stanley (804) 449-2388

Contributors: 
Maggie Kimmitt, Jane Clark, 

Tod Marks, Barry Watson, Steve Graham,
Sam Clancy, Anne Clancy, 

Joe Clancy Sr., Ruth Clancy, Ryan Clancy, 
Jack Clancy, Nolan Clancy, Miles Clancy.

2011 Publication Dates

Member: American Horse Publications
American Horse Publications is the nation’s only as-
sociation of equine periodicals. AHP’s more than 200 
members are dedicated to promoting better under-

standing and communication within 
the equine publishing industry.

www.americanhorsepublications.org

An AHP General Excellence 
Award Winner

On the Cover
Decoy Daddy, up 

close and personal, 
and Darren Nagle 

storm to victory in 
Middleburg’s Temple 

Gwathmey Stakes.
 

Photo by 
Tod Marks

Also by ST Publishing:
The Saratoga Special, Thoroughbred Racing Calendar; 

Writing for Daily Racing Form, Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred, 
The Blood-Horse, The Racing Post, etc.;
newsletters, public relations consulting, 

custom brochures, Internet sites 
and graphic design for your farm or business.

March 18
April 15
April 29
May 13

May 27
June 17
July 8

September 16

October 7
October 21

November 11
December 9

Copyright ST Publishing, Inc. 2011. All Rights Reserved.

Don’t Forget to Advertise!

Times
The Steeplechase

SUBSCRIBE:     

I PICKED UP THE TIMES AT:

________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________
If gift subscription, please include your name and address. The Times will send a gift card in your name.

Subscription Choices (Check One)
___ First Class Mail: $35 per year. 
___ Canada: $45 (first class). 
___ Other Foreign:  $65 (air-mail).

Send check to: ST Publishing, Inc., 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, 
Elkton, Md 2192 or call (410) 392-JUMP to use a credit card.
Maryland residents, please add 6% sales tax.

*Subject to change



Friday, April 29, 2011	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  5

Benefiting the Brandywine ConservanCy’s open spaCe programs

p r e s e n t i n g  s p o n s o r

A Main Line spring  
tradition at Radnor Hunt  

in Malvern, PA  
u

Six races with 
total purses of $180,000   

u    
   Tailgate on the rail or 

enjoy the view from your box  
u    

advance sale only    
Purchase by May 15th      

www.radnorhuntraces.org   
610.647.4233
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Available at select 
retailers & amazon.com 
for $29.99

Also available at various 
book signings and  
steeplechase meets. 

All details  @  
www.alexbrownracing.com 
and on Facebook.

Newly Released 
with more than 100 interviews & 164 photographs,  

Greatness and Goodness details barbaro's life & his lasting legacy.

MIDDLEBURG, Va. – Darren Nagle hesitated, 
collected his thoughts and nailed the sentiment all 
the horsemen were thinking after Decoy Daddy won 
the Temple Gwathmey. The program read Tom Foley, 
trainer. It could have read Desmond Fogarty. 

“It’s the first thing I thought about when I pulled 
up. It’s tough, Dessie and I go back a long way, we’ve 
been through a lot on and off the war field as the 
man says,” Nagle said in the jocks’ room after the 
$50,000 stakes. “He came over to the house last night 
and shook my hand, he was on his way back to Ken-
tucky. It’s tough, it’s hard on a personal note. But, this 
is horse racing, business is business and you can’t let 
things like that get in your head when you’re riding a 
race.”

Well liked and respected in the trenches, Fogarty 
lost his job as private trainer for 2010 champion own-
er Irv Naylor earlier in the week, losing the likes of 

Iroquois winner Tax Ruling, durable claimer Dubai 
Sunday and Noel Laing winner Decoy Daddy. The lat-
ter, at least during the first weekend since the breakup, 
was the hardest pill to swallow. 

Decoy Daddy controlled the pace while jumping 
fluently throughout to win the Gwathmey, headliner 
on the Middleburg Spring Races at Glenwood Park 
April 23. 

Here, Mr. Foley, have a baked cake. 
Nagle melted Decoy Daddy away from the start 

and held a brief advantage over the compact field be-
fore Mixed Up (Danielle Hodsdon) took over the pace 

chores. When Mixed Up slowed it down too much for 
Nagle’s liking, he allowed Decoy Daddy to take con-
trol again. Dictina’s Boy (Paddy Young) tracked the 
leader but couldn’t make any impact while taking sec-
ond. Pierrot Lunaire, making his first start since the 
2009 Colonial Cup, picked up third, with Call You In 
Ten fourth and Mixed Up 60 lengths behind in fifth.

Imported last fall to help bolster Naylor’s run at the 
leading owner title, Decoy Daddy duly obliged with 
a dominant win in the Noel Laing (he beat Dictina’s 

Daddy’s 
Day

Tod Marks
Decoy Daddy shows the way early over Mixed Up (obscured) and Dictina’s Boy.

Irish import storms  
to score in Gwathmey

BY SEAN clANcY

MiDDleburg Spring raceS
Saturday, April 23

See middleburg page 7 
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201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com

Boy by 25 lengths that day) and appears 
to be a legitimate contender in an open 
division. Clubhouse leader Slip Away 
scratched from the Gwathmey because 
of the soft ground.

“The reason he came over here was 
to run on fast ground, he can handle the 
soft ground, but he’s a better horse on 
faster ground, he coped with it better 
than others, maybe,” Nagle said. “He’s 
definitely a horse to be looking out for 
during the rest of the year. He’s versa-
tile, so that’s a sign of a good horse. 
Going out on the last circuit, he pinned 
his ears, and stuck his head out without 
me having to even move, I gave him a 
squeeze after the last and I had loads 
there.”

A veteran of 33 career starts over 
jumps coming into Middleburg, Decoy 
Daddy made his 2011 debut in Aiken’s 
Imperial Cup, finishing second to Coun-
try Cousin. Nagle had spent all winter 
in Camden with Decoy Daddy – and 
Fogarty. 

“I was very hopeful, he’s a horse I’ve 
grown to like a lot from the winter we 
spent together, he ran a cracking race at 
Aiken,” Nagle said. “Before the start, I 
said I’ll make the running but he was 
very leery in front, Dani came by me 
and I thought I was in a grand position, 
but she slowed it down and that wasn’t 
going to suit me so I whipped back 
around her and went back in front. He’s 
a genuine, classy old horse, to win like 
that bodes well for his talent. He’s a 
good horse.”

• Jack Fisher named Xavier Aizpuru 
on Delta Park in the Middleburg Hunt 
Cup and expected a call from the for-
mer champion jockey, who rides over 
timber sparingly. By Wednesday, Fisher 
hadn’t heard from Aizpuru so he called 
his first-call rider. 

“Did you see who I named you on?”
Aizpuru never blinked. 
Neither did Delta Park. 
The 7-year-old came on and off the 

bridle for 3 1/4 miles, at times looking 
like he was cruising and at times look-
ing like he was floundering while Ma-
jor Price and He’s A Conniver ran and 
jumped with alacrity on the front end. 
Across the backside the final time, He’s 
A Conniver took off with Jody Petty 
and the 2010 International Gold Cup 
winner cruised to the last fence in com-
plete control. 

Running down the hill while well in 
front, Petty took an ominous look over 
his shoulder. Still grinding away, Delta 
Park was closing but still had a moun-
tain to climb. By the turn, He’s A Con-
niver was finished and Delta Park had 
his flag in the ground. It wasn’t pretty, 
but the Arcadia Stable runner got the 
job done by 2 1/4 lengths over He’s A 
Conniver and Major Price. 

Fisher wheeled Delta Park back in 
seven days after finishing fourth at My 
Lady’s Manor. 

“They told me he was bucking after 
the race like Bubble Economy and then 
on Monday, I put Mary (McGlothlin) on 
him and he comes back with no Mary, 
he dropped her,” Fisher said. “I called 
Xav and asked him if he was up for it, 
he said if you think it’s a good idea. Xav 
has the best timber percentage of any 

jockey in history. He gave him a good 
ride, he gave him confidence.”

Aizpuru won plenty of races in Eng-
land but notched his 100th American 
victory with the win. 

“Hundred wins, on Delta Park, in 
a timber race,” Fisher said as Aizpuru 
was handed a sign commemorating the 
milestone. 

Fisher loved the irony.
Aizpuru loved the accomplishment.
“Delta Park is now part of my his-

tory, I was cursing him for the first mile. 
He was a little sticky over the first few 

and then he got warmed up, if anything 
he was getting a little brave at his jumps, 
that ground had him running in snatch-
es,” Aizpuru said. “We turned down 
the back the last time and I asked Jeff 
(Murphy) how he was going and he said 
he was doing the same. I was hoping to 
keep him for company but he dropped 
away and I had the two in front of me 
to shoot at, I never thought I could win 
until literally the apex of the turn, he 
was rolling then.”

Middleburg –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Delta Park (left) goes after He’s A Conniver near the end of the open timber.

See middleburg page 9

Middleburg Spring Races
Middleburg, VA. Saturday, April 23. Turf Soft

1st. $20,000. Opt. clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles. 
NW $12,000 once or $20,000 clm. price.

1. Mischief L 144  Young
2. Chess Board  L 146  Nagle
3. Humdinger  L 152  McCarron
4. Wicklow Bound   140  Roberts
5. Baron Von Ruckus L 154 Swope
Mgn: Head.  Time: 4:38.
O: Trillium Stable. T: Tom Voss. 
Gr./r. g. 7, With Approval-Be Mine, Belong To 
Me. Bred by Carolyn Kapioltas & C.K. Woods, 
Inc. (Ky.)

2nd. $20,000. Open timber. 3-1/4 miles.
1. Delta Park L  160  Aizpuru
2. He’s A Conniver L 165  Petty
3. Major Price   151  Roberts
4. Wazee Moto  L  160  Young
5. Incaseyouraminer L  153  Swope
PU. G’Day G’Day L 160 Murphy
PU. Fieldview L 165 Geraghty
PU. Brimson L 165 Miller
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 7:04-2/5. 
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher. 
B. g. 7, Johannesburg-Excedius, Seattle Danc-
er. Bred by Earl Silver & Michael Eiserman (Ky.)

3rd. $50,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/2 miles.
The Temple Gwathmey (Gr III) 

1. Decoy Daddy L 144  Nagle
2. Dictina’s Boy    142  Young
3. Pierrot Lunaire L  152  Aizpuru
4. Call You In Ten L  141  Murphy
5. Mixed Up   150  Hodsdon
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 5:30-4/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Tom Foley.
Ch. g. 9, Lord of Appeal-Young Bebe, M. Dou-
ble M. Bred by Charles Persse (Ire).

4th. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles. 
1. Grinding Speed  151 Roberts
2. Gustavian L 154 Young
3. Peace Fire L 144 Aizpuru
4. Dr. Wheat L 144 Walsh
5. White Holiday L 154 Geraghty
6. Mr. Hot Stuff L 154 Dowling

7. Witham L 144 Hodsdon
8. Forest Bell L 154 Murphy
PU. Jacob’s Little Bro L 154 Slater
PU. Royal Theatre  154 Nagle
Mgn: 2 1/4.  Time: 4:37.
O: Michael Wharton. T: Alicia Murphy.
Gr. g. 5, Grindstone-Cozelia, Cozzene. Bred by 
Alan, Mark, Mitchell Kline (Md.) 

5th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.  
Clm. Price 15,000-$10,000.

*1. Lake Placid L 146 McCarron
2. Last Noble L 151 Roberts
3. Pres On  141 Hodsdon
4. Elusive Prince L 156 Geraghty
PU. Rock Gold L 150 Walsh
PU. Diamond Fever L 156 Nagle
PU. New Mambo L 146 Young
*-Claimed by Ricky Hendriks, Debra Kachel 
owner, for $10,000.
Mgn: 16. Time: 4:37-2/5.
O: Bertram Firestone. T: Neil Morris.
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Saranac Lake, Smart 
Strike. Bred by Mr. & Mrs. B. Firestone (Ky.)

6th. $15,000. Open timber. 2-5/8 miles.
Alfred Hunt Course.

1. Swimming River L 155 Murphy
2. Scuba Steve L 160 Geraghty
3. Chivite L 155 Slater
4. Brands Hatch L 160 Young
Mgn: 9.  Time: 5:40.
O: Indian Run Farm. T: Dot Smithwick.
B. g. 9, The Wicked North-My Last Gin, Ameri-
can Standard. Bred by Long Lane Farm (NJ.)

7th. Training Flat. 1 1/2 miles.
1. Left Unsaid L 155 Young
2. Nationbuilder L 155 Hodsdon
3. Isabel Harp L 150 Williams
4. Belarion L 155 Nagle
5. Perfect Edge L 155 Murphy
6. Sgt. Bart  155 Brion
LR. Foolish Surprise L 155 Swope
Margin: 1/2.  Time:  2:52-3/5.
O:  The Fields Stable.  T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 6, Dynaformer-Hello Soso, Alzao. 
Bred by Mrs. Jerome T. Amerman & Robert J. 
Frankel(Ky.)
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www.GooseberryNaturalFeed.net
142 Railroad Avenue  Westminster, Maryland 21157

“It didn't take very long to see a         
dramatic change in my horse’s feet”

Alicia Murphy  2010 Leading Trainer 
Maryland Steeplechase Association

“Muscle definition and stamina 
on all the horses improved”

Bob Crandall  REC Farms LLC
USEF “R” rated judge

Formulated for your horse to naturally 
digest all nutrients, thereby reducing the 
portion requirement – Smaller portions, 
deeper levels of  nutrition.

With our patent pending formula, the 
horse’s natural digestion breaks down 
the nutrition quicker – allowing for a      
much faster absorption.  

(410) 848-8222
Dr. Deb Baginski, ND, D.I.Hom, 

DVetHom

Tod Marks Photography

• Michael Wharton made the call, 
knowing he would get voice mail.

“Alicia, I know you’re in the pad-
dock for the Grand National but Speedy 
won. Speedy won.”

Yes, Speedy won. Grinding Speed, 
owned, galloped and groomed by 
Wharton, rallied late to split Gustavian 
and Peace Fire who had sparred and 
starred for the last two fences in the 
$25,000 Sport of Kings maiden. Paddy 
Young rousted Gustavian from the in-
side while Xavier Aizpuru stoked Peace 
Fire from the outside and then a funny 
thing happened on the way to the finish 
line, Grinding Speed and jockey Jacob 
Roberts shot through to win easily by 2 
1/4 lengths. 

After the race, Wharton handled the 
phone calls while Billy Santoro handled 
Grinding Speed. On the way back to the 
barn, Wharton told the story of how it 
all happened.  

“We heard there was this cute little 
Grindstone that was 4, he had just been 
cut, he had run on the dirt a bunch of 
times and finished last, ran on the turf 
and won,” Wharton said. “He was a 
scrawny, little thing and he wanted to 
come home with us. Honestly, the way 
his head hung out over the stall door, he 
wanted to come home with us.” 

Trained by David Lupo and Lester 
Strickler Jr. on the flat, Grinding Speed 
brought a 1-for-7 slate to Murphy’s barn 
in 2009. The Maryland-bred won at Po-
tomac last spring, then slipped and fell 
after the fourth fence at Shawan Downs 

last fall and tore ligaments in a hind an-
kle. This year, he finally got back to the 
races with a win at Loudoun Point-to-
Point six days before Middleburg. 

“This was his first big race and we 
are really happy with him,” Wharton 
said. “He’s a gentleman, a pet. Alicia 
says he’s the easiest horse in the barn. 
I barter with Alicia, she cuts her train-
ing rate in exchange for me to come 
out and gallop four mornings a week. 
I juggle that and my law career. They 
tease me that I’m the highest paid hot-

walker around. He’s such a gentleman, 
I’ve been riding my whole life and I’m 
not a professional, but I can gallop him 
quite easily.”

• Swimming River turned for home, 
around the final beacon, running left-
handed with the Alfred M. Hunt in his 
grasp. Anne Knoeller turned for history, 
running like she was being chased, right-
handed, the opposite way of the action, 
ducking and diving through the crowd, 
to the judge’s tower on the turn where 

she grabbed Dot Smithwick. 
Knoeller implored Smithwick to 

climb into a golf cart and get her picture 
taken. Grudgingly, Smithwick obliged 
and made the drive to the winner’s 
circle. The trainer of Swimming River 
and the grandmother of Glenwood 
Park, leaned on the fence as Jeff Mur-
phy guided the veteran into the winner’s 
circle. Owned by David Semmes’ Indian 
Run Farm, Swimming River earned a 
little justice after being disqualified for 
going off course in the steeplethon at 
Great Meadow last fall.

Beth Fout implored Smithwick to get 
in the photo.

“Do I have to?” she asked. 
Convinced and cajoled, Smithwick 

posed with the next generation, Doug 
and Beth Fout’s children Dunn and Car-
oline. Three eras, one icon. 

“I can’t remember the first time I 
came to Glenwood Park, it’s been so 
long ago. My father never had race-
horses until I married Mikey, then he 
had a fine time doing it,” Smithwick 
said. “He’s a special horse, a real trier. It 
hasn’t been easy getting here.”

Smithwick owns Sunnybank Farm 
that sits adjacent to Glenwood Park and 
has been running horses at Middleburg’s 
meet for decades. She’s never sought the 
spotlight, she’s humble and true, a leg-
end if you think about it. Murphy, an 
Irishman, felt the importance of win-
ning for Smithwick, especially at Glen-
wood Park. 

“I couldn’t be happier to win for Mr. 
Semmes and Mrs. Smithwick. She’s giv-
en me so many rides since I got here 10 
years ago,” Murphy said. “I don’t get to 

Middleburg –
 Continued from page 7

Tod Marks
Grinding speed (gray) jumps a fence in his maiden hurdle win for trainer Alicia Murphy.

See middleburg page 10
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We understand the horse business
When you need insurance to respond quickly, rely on experience, 

rely on people who understand horses, farms, and insurance

Bloodstock Insurance  •  Farm Insurance
Workers’ Compensation  •  General Liability Coverage

We also represent carriers that specialize 
in homeowners’ coverage.

5700 Smith Ave., 
Baltimore, MD 21209

800-547-5501 • 410-542-3300 • www.hoffberger.com

Sam Hoffberger, Bloodstock Manager
Third Generation Horseman
shoffberger@hoffberger.com

Richard Hoffberger, President
Second Generation Horseman
rhoffberger@hoffberger.com

The hoFFBerGer InsuranCe Group

Tod Marks

It’s Eby In The Stretch

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. • Blue Ball, PA 
717/354-4971 • 800/292-4752

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation

Sales • Service • Parts
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07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

ride that often for them anymore so it’s 
nice for it to come around like that. He’s 
a grand horse.”

Back at the barn, Smithwick and 
trainer Tom Voss took a walk through 
history. 

“I was 4 or 5 years old, I remem-
ber Dot leading me on a pony at the 
(Elkridge-Harford Hunt) Club,” Voss 
said. “We got up on the top of this hill 
and the sun came out of this shadow 
and lit up this beautiful golden hair, I’ll 
never forget it, the sun blinded me and 
lit up this hair. I said, ‘Wow.’ ”

Another day in the sun for the matri-
arch of Middleburg.

• Voss and Young combined to win 
the first with Trillium Stable’s Mischief 
who ran down Chess Board (Nagle) to 
win for the second time this year. The 
longtime maiden picked up a maiden 
claimer at Stoneybrook and came right 
back two weeks later to click through 
the next condition. The 7-year-old ral-
lied after a couple of jumping errors ear-
ly to win by a head over Chess Board. 
Humdinger finished third. 

“It was hard to get in any rhythm 
because they were going so slow and 
the horse in front of him kept jumping 
across him. It was tiring old ground and 
I think he thought he had done enough, 
it’s still a win,” Young said. “I think 
winning at Stoneybrook helped my con-
fidence in him, not that I thought he 
was a bad jumper but it was nice to see 
him put it together. He traveled better, 
relaxed, it was good for him and me. 
He’s not a world beater, but you can’t 
knock him.”

• Making his fifth NSA start over 
hurdles (and fourth start, including 
point-to-points, of the spring), Lake 
Placid relished the drop to the maiden 
claiming ranks with a front-running 
waltz, 16 lengths clear of stablemate 
Last Noble (Roberts) and Pres On 
(Hodsdon). 

Bred and owned by Bert and Diana 
Firestone, Lake Placid won twice on 

the flat before dropping to the $14,000 
claiming ranks in 2009. 

Sent to Neil Morris last year, the son 
of Giant’s Causeway made three starts 
in the fall but consistently tired after be-
ing rank early (he did manage fourths 
behind the highly regarded One Giant 
Step and Good Request). Running with 
a German martingale to help with con-
trol issues, he got tired again but was 
too clear to be threatened. 

Trainer Ricky Hendriks claimed the 
6-year-old on behalf of Debra Kachel. 

“After Aiken, Bert Firestone said 
if we didn’t think he was going to be 
a great horse then we should sell him, 
he’s a difficult horse to show at home,” 
Morris said. “He’s moody, he’s a come-
dian. When he gets it his way, he’s good, 
but you can’t win good races like that. 
He asked me to sell him, I made him 
saleable. He won and got sold.”

• Voss dusted off The Fields Stable’s 
Left Unsaid for a training flat race ap-
pearance. The champion novice in 2009 
never got out of second gear, winning 
with his ears pricked. 

The 6-year-old looked primed for the 
Marcellus Frost at Nashville in three 
weeks.

Middleburg –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Swimming River (4) flies the water jump on the way to a win in the Alfred Hunt.

Tod Marks
Mischief (3) battles Chess Board late in the optional claimer.

Tod Marks
Lake Placid maintains a long lead early in 
the maiden claimer.
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A Leading Lender for the Preservation 
of Open Spaces and Farmland

Lydia Willits Bartholomew
Chairman of the Board

BUTLER, Md. – Twenty years ago, there weren’t 
stray gray hairs. Twenty years ago, the manufacturer 
of her T-shirt didn’t exist. That’s right, Blythe Mill-
er Davies won the Grand National timber stakes 20 
years ago. Before age, before Under Armour, before 
marriage, before two children, before padded whips, 
before Steeplechase Times even.

But there she was, winning the (now) $30,000 
timber stakes with Private Attack for owner Sports-
mans Hall and trainer Alicia Murphy April 23. The 
42-year-old jockey completed a career circle that 
turned through pony races, amateur rides, two cham-
pionships as a professional, more than 200 lifetime 
wins, dozens of key victories, a partnership with Hall 
of Famer Lonesome Glory. She retired as the active 
leader in victories in 2002, and didn’t ride until this 
season – when she pursued an amateur license to ride 
Vinnie Boy, a Maryland Hunt Cup hopeful she and 

husband Joe train for Adair Bonsal Stifel.
Vinnie Boy went to the sidelines, Murphy called 

about Private Attack and Davies was back in the tack 
at Butler – two decades after winning aboard Cabral 
for her father Bruce and owner Old Home Farm.

“It’s been a long time,” said Davies after the race. 
“Cabral. I made so many mistakes on him because I 
was so young and didn’t know anything. I got fit all 
winter to ride Vinnie Boy, he’s like riding a pony, then 

Alicia called. If she had come to me in November or 
December about riding, I would have said no.”

Decisive as ever, Davies let Private Attack roll to the 
lead while setting a comfortable pace. Uppercut (Jeb 
Hannum) took over about halfway through. Saving 
ground, Private Attack zeroed in on the leader over 
the final five fences. At the second-last, Uppercut led 
but Private Attack gained. Charlie Fenwick III pro-

grand
return

Douglas Lees
Private Attack (right) shows the way in the Grand National timber stakes.

Private Attack, Davies
score in timber stakes

BY joE clANcY

granD national
Saturday, April 23

See grand national page 12 
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0% Financing on all New 2011 Jaguars*

10260 York Rd., Cockeysville, MD, 410-666-6060

*For well qualified buyers. Available on 60-month term on XF models; 36-month term on XJ and XK models. See dealer for details. Offer expires 5/31/11. 

2011 Land Rover L4

IT’S NOT JUST A CAR, IT’S A FRANKEL
FrankelAuto.com

2011 Jaguar XF
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duced Incomplete coming to the last, 
where Uppercut refused. Private Attack 
jumped with a slight lead as Incomplete 
ranged alongside. They battled to the 
line and finished a neck apart. Volle 
Nolle (Michael Traurig) claimed third.

“He’s very pleasing to ride, so cat-
like, so honest,” said Davies. “You can 
keep him up in the bit and if you squeeze 
he’ll just give it to you. I could put him 
wherever I wanted. Coming to the last, 
I was still thinking ‘where’s Charlie, 
where’s Charlie?’ and then I saw him. 
I knew it was him, I knew it was that 
horse. He got to my horse’s cheek, but 
that’s about it. Private really dug in.”

Private Attack won the 2008 Grand 
National and finished second in 2009 
and 2010. He improved to 2-for-25 life-
time (with seven seconds) over jumps 
with the 2011 win. The New Jersey-
bred came into the race on a string of 
seven firsts and seconds in his last 11 
starts. He fell, lost his jockey or pulled 
up in the other four.

Murphy came into 2011 with the 
Maryland Hunt Cup as a goal (as usual), 
but needed a jockey when Irish amateur 
Mark Beecher’s immigration status was 
delayed. She tapped Davies at Elkridge-
Harford Point-to-Point.

“I had heard Vinnie Boy was hav-
ing problems so I thought it was worth 
inquiring,” she said. “At the point-to-
point, I saw magic. I know it was just 
a little race, but there was good stuff. 
It was a very tough decision. He could 
very well have done the same thing to-
day with Mark.”

• Regina Welsh watched her mare 
Won Wild Bird head back to the vans at 
Butler and smiled.

The 9-year-old gray won her first 
NSA race in 29 tries in the $15,000 al-
lowance timber for Welsh (the trainer), 
Kristin Fischer (the rookie jockey) and 
Anne Haynes (the owner and breeder). 
Racing for Welsh’s Pink Ribbon Racing 
via a lease with Haynes, Won Wild Bird 
reeled in Fort Henry (J.W. Delozier) 
after the last fence and won by 7 1/2 
lengths. Gorgeous Charger (Traurig) 
finished third.

“I feel so good for her, she’s a neat 
horse and deserved a win,” said Welsh. 
“She means a lot to Anne and meant a lot 
to Bruce so there’s a lot there to like. But 
she can really run too. She’s got a good 
close on her and she’s a good jumper.”

Grand National –
 Continued from page 10

Douglas Lees
Like A Bee

See grand national page 13 
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The Won Wild Bird story began with 
Rowdy Irishman, a $1,500 purchase who 
earned more than $644,000 as a hurdle 
horse for Haynes’ husband Bruce. Anne 
Haynes found the horse’s dam Rowdy Bird, 
bred her to Wild Wonder and received a 
gray filly. She could jump as well, maybe 
better, than her big brother but she lost all 
10 starts over hurdles while helping the 
Haynes’ sons Russell and Will get started as 
jockeys. Switched to timber, she thrived at 
the added distances but chased home Erin 
Go Bragh, Bubble Economy, Move West, 
He’s A Conniver and others while collecting 
seven seconds and thirds. The mare became 
a bigger family favorite when Bruce Haynes 
died in 2008 and was leased to a group of 
female owners (Pink Ribbon) Welsh put to-
gether last year.

The syndicate broke up, leaving 
Welsh alone on the lease, for 2011.

Fischer joined the Won Wild Bird 
team this spring with efforts at the 
Foxhall Farm team race (on the win-
ning squad) and a ladies’ race score at 
Cheshire Point-to-Point. Welsh wanted 
someone with quiet hands and saw 
Fischer, who gallops for trainer Tom 
Voss, in action on an unruly horse.

“I’ve always thought about riding 
some races, I just needed a push,” said 
Fischer, who won her first NSA race. 
“I’ve gotten a little push from a lot of 
people – Regina, Jacob Roberts, some 
others – and now I think it’s in my 
blood. (Won Wild Bird) is so rateable 
and so handy that you can save that kick 
for the end.”

• Beecher’s day didn’t start well when 
Haddix collided with loose horse Twill Do 
and fell heavily in the opener. Things got 
worse when Take Harry slammed to the 
ground in the second.

“Haddix was gutting, he was traveling 
super and then Take Harry went so you 
start to wonder,” Beecher said. “I didn’t 
change anything, just went back out. I’ve 
been through this game long enough to 
know that you have to take your share of it 
all – the bad and the good.”

The good came around as he and Like A 
Bee rallied past Justpourit to win the $7,500 
highweight timber, for Rosbrian Farm and 
Tara Elmore. Sky Count set the pace and 
gave way to Justpourit three fences out be-
fore Like  A Bee chipped into the advantage 
to win by three-quarters of a length.

“He was great,” said Beecher. “He was 
thrown into the deep end last year at Far 
Hills (fifth in open company) and he battled 
very well. I knew today that if I could get as 
many breathers as I could he would be OK.”

Grand National Steeplechase
Butler, MD. Saturday, April 23. Turf Good

1st. $30,000. Timber stakes. 3-1/4 miles.
Amateur jockeys; The Grand National. 
1. Private Attack    165  Davies
2. Incomplete  L 165  Fenwick
3. Volle Nolle    165  Traurig
LR. Twill Do  L 165  Gaertner
F. Haddix L 165 Beecher
LR. Prospectors Strike L 165 Batoff
PU. Uppercut  165 Hannum
Mgn: Neck.  Time: 6:39.
O: Sportsmans Hall. T: Alicia Murphy. 
Dk. B./Br. g. 12, Private Interview-Ruby Sun-
set, Red Attack. Bred by Colonial Farms  (NJ.)

2nd. $15,000. Allow. timber. 3-1/4 miles.
NW2; Amateur jockeys.

1. Won Wild Bird   154  Fischer
2. Fort Henry L 170  Delozier
3. Gorgeous Charger  L 170  Traurig
4. And The Eagle Flys  L  162  Meister
5. Flying Contraption L  170  Dowling
6. East Coker  162 Winants
F.  Professor Maxwell L 170 Brown
F.  Take Harry  160 Beecher
PU. Bug Eyed Willy  162 Stierhoff
PU. Little Dewey Know L 162 Carter
PU. Bold Quest  170 Hankin
Mgn: 7 1/2. Time: 6:32. 
O: Pink Ribbon Racing. T: Regina Welsh. 
Gr. m. 9, Wild Wonder-Rowdy Bird, Topsider. 
Bred by Anne Haynes (Fla.)

3rd. $7,500. Highweight Timber. 3 miles.
NW $9,000 once 2010-11; Amateur jockeys
1. Like A Bee  L 170  Beecher
2. Justpourit  L  180  Hundt
3. Sky Count L  170  Meister
4. Western Fling L  180  Griswold
F.  Excentrikbydesign L  170  Traurig
PU. Template L 170 Fischer
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 7:09.
O: Rosbrian Farm. T: Tara Elmore.
B. g. 13, Montelimar-Dasdilemma, Furry Glen. 
Bred by T. J. Rice (Ire).

Grand National –
 Continued from page 12

Douglas Lees

Won Wild Bird 
touches down in 

the allowance 
timber.
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Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

By The Numbers

Thank you 
to our contributors.

65,000
Dollars spent each year on drug testing 

procedures at ALL NSA race meets.
Total now at $500,000.

28,000
Dollars spent each year 

on race course safety inspections.
Total now at $226,000.

7,500
Dollars spent to  purchase 100 Pro-Cush 
whips for licensed jockeys as part of the 
NSA’s move to cushioned riding crops. 
The NSA was the first North American 

racing jurisdiction to adopt such a policy.

17,500
Dollars contributed each year to purses 

for amateur highweight timber races.
Total now at $230,000.

53,000
Dollars spent  to purchase 50 pairs 

of safety wings for use in NSA races.

91,000
Dollars contributed to steeplechase-connected 

organizations and foundation partners including 
the Amateur Riders Club of America, 

the National Museum of Racing, 
the Wesley Foundation in Saratoga, etc.

Todd Wyatt traveled to Tryon, per-
plexed at how Northern Bay would fare 
in the $25,000 feature. 

The Maryland-based trainer has al-
ways liked the 6-year-old son of Sligo 
Bay: liked him when he arrived last 
year, liked him when he won an allow-
ance race at Philadelphia Park, liked 
him this winter as he trained forwardly. 
Then Wyatt gave Northern Bay a prep 
on the flat at the Green Spring Valley 
Point-to-Point April 2 and was disap-
pointed by his fifth behind Twister 
Crossing, Royal Theatre, Chess Board 
and Bradenbrooke.  

“I’ve always liked the horse, I wasn’t 
particularly happy with his flat race. I 
thought he was doing well but there was 
this lingering thought in the back of my 
mind that he wasn’t quite where I want-
ed him to be,” Wyatt said. “I couldn’t 
find a reason not to go and I didn’t want 
to go to Queen’s Cup. It was either go to 
Tryon or sit on him and I didn’t see the 
point of that.”

Like sitting on a time bomb. 
Northern Bay dispatched Wyatt’s 

reservations with a professional score in 
the 2 1/2-mile feature, for horses which 
had not won $15,000 twice other than 
in 2010-11. Roddy Mackenzie settled 
Northern Bay just off the pace of Lead 
Us Not and things got a lot easier when 
Brian Crowley misjudged the finish, 
pulling up a circuit too soon and hand-
ing the lead to Fantastic Foe. Northern 
Bay tracked him until moving to the 
lead around the final turn and drawing 
off to a 10-length win. Canardly (Liam 
McVicar) rallied for second with Spy In 
The Sky (Willie McCarthy) third.

“He’s just one of those horses who 
puts his head down every day and trains 
on,” Wyatt said. “I haven’t jumped him 
a lot but I’ve always been wowed by his 
jumping. He just gives you confidence.”

Wyatt has only run Northern Bay 
twice, upsetting an allowance race at 

Philadelphia Park last summer and then 
utilizing his conditions to the take the 
Tryon feature. In between, he popped a 
splint which cost him a foray to Sara-
toga and the entire fall season. 

Northern Bay broke his maiden at 
the Carolina Cup in 2009 for Doug 
Fout and then tried stakes horses in his 
next four starts. Cary Jackson trans-
ferred the two-time flat winner to Wyatt 
last winter. Wyatt is content with pick-
ing his spots. 

“As high as I am on him, I want to 
keep him in the right company and 
duck those heavy hitters,” Wyatt said. 
“I think he might be able to turn into 
one of them down the road.”

Owned by Jackson’s estate, Northern 
Bay was one of a handful of horses who 
Jackson sent to Wyatt. The longtime 
owner died this winter, leaving Wyatt 
with three horses to compete for his 
widow Ann. 

“He would have been tickled to 
death, being such a big supporter of 
what we are trying to do,” Wyatt said. 
“He felt like someone had to keep us 
going, he took a big chance sending the 
horse to us, because he liked the horse.”

• Richard and Lilith Boucher contin-
ued a productive spring by doubling at 
Tryon. 

The husband/wife team won the 
maiden claimer with Marilyn Ketts’ Fly-
ing Friskie and the conditioned claimer 
with Mede Cahaba Stable’s Class Tie. 

Flying Friskie made her debut at 
Camden, finishing fifth to Pensy, Op-
era Heroine, Well Fashioned and Upper 
Gulch. That quartet earned $396,084 
on the flat. Flying Friskie earned $977. 

The Bouchers decided to detour from 
the filly and mare division and aim at 

northern bay
comes through

BY SEAN clANcY block HouSe raceS
Saturday, April 23

Jamey Price/Eclipse Sportswire
Northern Bay heads for home in the allowance hurdle feature.

See bloCK HouSe page 16 
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Don’t be left behind...

• Feed Deliveries
Currently delivering to Central MD, Southern MD, Upper 

Eastern Shore of MD, Delaware, and Southern PA

• On-Site Equine Nutritionist
Services to provide your horse with optimal nutrition. 
FREE farm visits to analyze your horses’ body type and 
conditioning to further the health and appearance of 

your horse

• On-Site Pasture Management
Available for your convenience, an expert in pasture 

management will come and analyze your pastures to 
further optimal crop and grass growth. 

• Special Orders
A FREE and convenient way to order the product that 

you need, that may not be stocked in our stores.

The Mill®, Feeding for Success!

www.themillofbelair.com

 
 (Expires 6/30/11. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 

Exclusions may apply.  Cannot be used towards the purchase 
of gift cards. See store for details.)  (SC TIMES))

$5 OFF
a $50 

or more 
purchase!

Call or visit today to inquire about our high-quality 
horse feeds, stable supplies, tack & clothing.
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a maiden claimer against the boys at 
Tryon. In receipt of seven to 26 pounds 
from the field, the 4-year-old daughter 
of Touch ‘N’ Fly capitalized on a last-
fence mistake by leader Bag Of Ham-
mers to post a 2-length victory over the 
favorite. Hot Rize finished third. 

“Willie McCarthy did a great job 
schooling her at Camden, she’s an on-
edge filly, carrying 130 pounds against 
horses carrying 156 is such an advan-
tage, especially with the hills, it’s hard 
to be dismissed,” Richard Boucher said. 
“She finished fifth behind some good 
earners at Camden so it looked like 
the jumping was going to help her. She 
got lucky that Bag Of Hammers made 

a horrendous mistake at the last but I 
think with the difference in the weights 
I would have caught him at the wire.”

Boucher figured Flying Friskie’s win 
was a bonus as he headed out to the 
paddock for the conditioned claimer. 
Again riding a mare against the geld-
ings, Boucher loved Aiken runner-up 
Class Tie in the eight-horse affair and 
the daughter of Black Tie Affair gamely 
held off Better Be Ready (Kevin Tobin) 
who was making his first start since July 
2009 for trainer Eddie Graham. 

“I was more confident with Class 
Tie, she ran a bang-up race at Aiken, 
she should have won there, I gave her 
a casual ride in my opinion, she didn’t 
like the soft ground and I gave her every 
chance not to like it,” Boucher said. “At 
Tryon, I said ‘this is your time to shine,’ 
she went two turns and was not into at 
all, I didn’t think I was going to get a 

piece of it. I got her a little more into it 
down the hill, once she got racing, she 
was a lot happier.”

It was a third photo decision for 
Class Tie who won one last fall at Fox-
field and lost one at Aiken this spring. 

“She loves to get looked in the eye,” 
Boucher said. “She broke her maiden 
by the shortest of heads, she got beat a 
short head at Aiken but I don’t think she 
realized it, and then she won this one. 
Three photos and she doesn’t know she 
got beat in the middle one.”

After five weeks of racing, Lilith 
Boucher sat tied for second in the train-
er’s standings, one win behind Tom 
Voss, while Richard Boucher was third 
in the jockey standings behind Paddy 
Young and Brian Crowley.

• Stuart Grant admits he owns a 
lot of horses. The owner of the Cam-

den Training Center, leads the Elkstone 
Group LLC, a far-flung racing opera-
tion. Elkstone owns one jumper. And 
one winner. 

Last Man Standing, a homebred son 
of Monarchos, made his debut at Tryon 
for Crowley and trainer Jonathan Shep-
pard. The 5-year-old rated near the back 
of the eight-horse field before unleash-
ing a rally that collared Inti (Macken-
zie) at the last fence. The winner and the 
runner-up bumped in the air (a claim of 
foul was disallowed). Last Man Stand-
ing drew off to win by 1 3/4 lengths. 
Class Launch (Boucher) finished third, 
15 lengths behind the Cyril Murphy-
trained first-time starter Inti. 

“I own lots of horses in lots of places 
but they’re all racetrack horses, this is 
my first jumper. We’ve gone to the Car-
olina Cup many times, I became a little 
bit interested and when I had a horse 
that wasn’t performing at the level that 
I hoped he would, we thought he can 
get distance, he’s sound, he’s agile, let’s 
try it,” Grant said. “Jonathan had been 
training some horses for me anyway 
so I asked him to see if he could turn 
him into a jumper. Jonathan was very 
pleased and very surprised how quickly 
he caught on and how nice he is, we’re 

Block House –
 Continued from page 14
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Block House Races
Tryon, NC. Saturday, April 23. Turf Good

1st. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles. 
1. Last Man Standing  L 154  Crowley
2. Inti  L 154  Mackenzie
3. Class Launch    146  Boucher
4. Queen Maddie  L 136  Dahl
5. Sumo Power L 154 Watts
6. Union Army L 142 Tobin
7. Sol A Pino L 154 Rafter
PU. Solar Panel L 142 Dalton
Mgn: 1 3/4.  Time: 4:36-1/5.
O: Elkstone Group. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
B. g. 5, Monarchos-Sweet Carolina, Deputy 
Minister. Bred by The Elkstone Group  (Ky.)

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Flying Friskie   130  Boucher
2. Bag of Hammers L 156  Dalton
3. Hot Rize  L 137  Dahl
4. Sergeant Karakorum  L  146  Crowley
5. It’s A G Man   146  Price
PU. Gusto Nuevo L 146 Watts
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:40-2/5. 
O: Marilyn Ketts. T: Lilith Boucher. 
B. f. 4, Touch ’N’ Fly-Acting Friskie, Horatius. 
Bred by At Last Farm (Md.)

3rd. $10,000. Con. clm. hurdle. 2-3/8 miles. 
NW 2, clm. price $15,000-$10,000.

1. Class Tie  140  Boucher
2. Better Be Ready  L  146  Tobin
3. Silence L  151  Crowley
4. Reveillon L  152  Rafter
*PU. Amnicola L  146  Mackenzie
PU. So Amazing L 146 McCarthy
PU. Johann Star L 147 Watts
PU. Final Straw L 150 McVicar
*-Claimed by Tom Foley for owner Irv Naylor 
for $15,000. 
Mgn: Head. Time: 4:39-4/5.
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
Dk. b./br. m. 6, Black Tie Affair-Class Babe, 
Class Secret. Bred by Mede Cahaba Stable & 
Stud, LLC (Va).

4th. $25,000. Allow. hurdle. 2-1/2 miles.
NW $15,000 twice other than in 2010-11.

1. Northern Bay L 150 Mackenzie
2. Canardly L 150 McVicar
3. Spy In The Sky L 158 McCarthy
4. Fantastic Foe L 150 Dalton
PU. Lead Us Not L 146 Crowley
O: Estate of Cary Jackson. T: Todd Wyatt.
Mgn: 10.  Time: 5:01-3/5.
B. g. 6, Sligo Bay-Hickory Crest, Caro. 
Bred by Equus Farm (Ky.)

See bloCK HouSe page 18 
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©2011 Purina Mills, LLC

You’ll find decades of research and quality 
ingredients in every bag of Purina® horse feed. 
Your horse can be more responsive and have 
the energy and stamina to perform at his peak 
every time. It’s your power to perform.

Research

Performance
 like no other

with no match.

all envy.

Register for the Purina Rewards Program 
at horse.purinamills.com

VISIT THESE FINE RETAILERS

Oxford Feed and Lumber
112 Railroad Avenue in Oxford, PA
(610) 932-8521

Unionville Feed and Pet
1 Firehouse Drive in Unionville, PA
(610) 347-2377

www.oxfordfeedlumber.com 

R.D. Bowman’s Feed and Pet
100 John Street in Westminster, MD
(410) 751-7290

R.D. Bowman’s North Glade Feed and Supply
12435A Woodsboro Pike in Keymar, MD
(301) 898-3414

www.bowmansfeedandpet.com
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Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112

Join the
Action!

Cell 540-272-8615
NRM@KinrossRacing.com

Neil R. Morris
Trainer

 

excited about him.”
The Elkstone Group has made 79 starts on the flat in 2011, 

winning 24 races for more than $370,000. Last year, it ranked 
97th in the country for earnings, winning 47 races from 267 
starts. After winning twice in 2009, Last Man Standing made five 
winless starts in 2010 while being trained by Ron Potts on the 
flat. Moved to Sheppard, Last Man Standing made his NSA debut 
in a training flat win at the Carolina Cup.

“It’s fun, it’s a nice circuit, it’s something we can take our 
whole family out to, I hope I don’t have too many more because 
I really have a flat track business but I’ll be looking for ones who 
aren’t performing and are cut out for jumping,” Grant said. “We 
knew he could go the distance. When he ran on the flat at the 
Carolina Cup, he went a mile and a half and he did that with no 
problem, the jock said he had so much horse left it was unbeliev-
able. We spoke to him again after this race and he said he still had 
a lot of horse left.”

Block House –
 Continued from page 16

Eclipse Sportswire/Jamey Price
Class Tie (right) fights off Better Be Ready.
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ST Bulletin Board
Double Business Card Ads: $100 for one insertion, $75 each for six or more.

On Mother’s Day...Set the table for 
the Foxhunting Lady In Your Life

Collectable tableware from

www.ArtfullyEquestrian.com  
310-823-6518

Tranquil Morning  18 x 24
evansequineart@rcn.com  

www.bethparcellevans.com
609-466-2573  Commissions accepted

Alfred Wheeler, A Match Race
Signed and dated 1890 (detail)

Peter L. ViLLa Fine art
www.peterlvillafineart.com

212-371-1196

Agricultural
Equine

Commercial
Residential

610-804-2295
www.cochranfence.com • hank@hlcochran.com

Fence Construction

www.SportingAntiquesCT.com
203-263-2735

Vanity Fair Cartoon 1900  “Otto Madden”  

“Stewards of the 
Jockey club, after 
an inquiry, have 
refused to license 
Otto Madden, who 
headed the list of 
winning jockey in 
1901, he is warned 
off Newmarket 
Heath... on the 
grounds that he as-
sociated with per-
sons of bad char-
acter on the turf”   
NY Times Mar.13 1902  

Certificate on reverse 
Framed

1-2 in the 
Temple Gwathmey!

ST/Clancy Bloodstock was responsible for 
the first 2 finishers in the $50,000 stakes.

Decoy Daddy: Advertised for sale 
in Steeplechase Times, sold by Joe Clancy.

Dictina’s Boy: Found, syndicated, 
campaigned by Sean Clancy.

Contact us to buy, or sell, 
your next steeplechase horse. 
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713 
Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424
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MONKTON, Md. – When people start bringing 
up the 2000 Colonial Cup, Shawan Downs 2008, old 
Casanova snowstorms, the year Monmouth County 
canceled, the storms of Far Hills and so on, you know 
the weather stinks.

Guests at My Lady’s Manor April 16 brought up 
those historic storms and more while braving the el-
ements at the timber meet. The horses and jockeys 
didn’t seem to mind, however.

Blair Wyatt, who won the Manor on Bon Caddo: 
“The race was the only 7 1/2 minutes of the day I 
didn’t think ‘man it’s raining.’ ”

Erica Gaertner, who won the maiden timber aboard 
Yin Yang: “I didn’t notice it once the race started.”

George Hundt, who won the highweight timber 
with Justpourit: “Being a spectator was worse than 
riding because once I got on the horse I didn’t feel a 
thing.”

Spectators just got cold and wet on a day filled 
with rain, wind, tornado warnings, mud, broken 
tents, stuck cars, powerful tractors and all the other 
variables that come with severe weather and outdoor 
events.

• Beyond rain, the day started with the $35,000 
Manor. The 3-mile timber stakes attracted defending 
race winner South Monarch and stakes winner Bon 
Caddo in a field of six. South Monarch (Jody Petty) 
assumed the role of pacesetter, but quickly gave it 
back with a mistake at the first fence. Bon Caddo took 

over from there and made the lead stand up – alter-
nately slowing and quickening the pace while jumping 
smoothly.

South Monarch tracked through the early going, 
but Prospectors Strike made the first play for the lead 
before losing jockey Justin Batoff on the final turn. 
Bon Caddo took the field into the stretch and was 
quickly joined by More Fascination (Jeff Murphy). 
The new challenger drew even, but never got past the 
winner who edged away by three-quarters of a length 

Storming 
Home

Douglas Lees
Bon Caddo shows the way in the early going of the My Lady’s Manor timber stakes.

Bon Caddo dodges rain, 
foes to win timber stakes

BY joE clANcY

MY laDY’S Manor raceS
Saturday, April 16

See manor page 22 



Friday, April 29, 2011	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  21

Telephone (540) 687-6500
P.O.Box 500 �No.2 South Madison Street

Middleburg �Virginia 20117

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967
A STAUNCHADVOCATEOF LANDEASEMENTS

PROPERTIES IN VIRGINIA HUNT COUNTRY

Please see over 100 of our fine estates and exclusive country properties on the world wide web by visiting www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com

PEAKEWOOD PHARM HOUND HALL

ASHLEIGH

ORANGE HILL

DEER CREEK KETTLE CREEKFOXMOUNT FARM

WESTBURY

Marshall, VA ~Elegant 12 room manor presides
over manicured lawns, flagstone terraces and brilliant
perennial gardens �Encompassing 104 acres of
board fenced pastures, lush woodlands and a
picturesque spring fed pond � Privacy �Historic
stone walls �2 center aisle stables, a state of the art
riding ring, two stunning apartments and a charming
three bedroom Guest House. $7,995,000

Marshall, VA~Extraordinary equestrian estate on
approximately 133 acres �Contemporary residence
and extensive dependencies �Park-like setting with
fabulous mountain views �Minutes to Middleburg
�Gorgeous stone and frame 12 Stall Stable �3
Tenant Houses �2 Stone Guest Cottages �Stable
Apartment �Indoor Schooling Ring �Riding Ring
�Equipment building andWorkshop. $5,300,000

Upperville~Stunning stone manor home features
over 12,000 SF of spectacular living space �107
gorgeous acres �6 Fireplaces, Antique Mantels,
Tall Windows and Soaring Ceilings �Fabulous
Millwork and Craftsmanship � Brilliant Gardens
surround the Pool �Guesthouse�Apartment over 4
Bay Garage, Stable, Riding Ring� 2 Tenant Houses
�Ponds �Exquisite Setting. $5,600,000

Middleburg - Exquisite Colonial on 25 acres offer-
ing privacy and seclusion. 4 Bedroom �4 Bath �4
Fireplaces �Pine floors� Living Room �Dining Room
� Family Room �Study� Gourmet Kitchen. Also a
Charming 2 Bedroom Guest House, Free Form Pool
� 4 Stall Barn �5 Paddocks � Large Equipment
Building�Blue Stone Arena. $2,195,000

Marshall, VA ~ 199 acres in the heart of the Orange
County Hunt Territory � 5 Bedroom Georgian Manor
Home has formal living and dining rooms � Sun room�
Pool �Expansive protected views to the west �Stone
patent house�Tenant house�Apartment �Pond.Horse
facilities include an indoor arena with 13 stalls
� paddocks and fields with run-ins. This property is in
a VOF Conservation Easement. $7,500,000

Warrenton ~ Georgian brick colonial just outside
Warrenton � 10 acres �Recently remodeled kitchen
with all new Stainless & Granite �New master bath
with marble vanities, large jetted tub and large walk
in shower. The stable houses 4 horses � board
fencing pasture � large sand ring. Riding trails in
neighborhood. Excellent hay and equipment
storage. $725,000

Delaplane ~ c.1845 listed on National Register of
Historic Places. Exquisite stone and stucco Greek
Revival country estate surrounded by beautiful gar-
dens on 98 acres with magnificent views. Grand
entrance foyer opening into double drawing room
overlooking slate patio with fountain� Pool with two
bedroom pool house� Two bedroom guest cottage.
Convenient to I-66. $3,950,000

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdraw without notice. Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

ThePlains~CustomBuilt Stone/Stucco 3 Story home
with 4 Bedrooms �Approximately 8,000 square feet.
Large aMaster �In-Law Suitewith Separate Parking and
Entrance Completed in 2007 �Slate Roof �Game
Room �Custom Theatre �Study �Office �Custom
Kitchen �4 Stone Fireplaces �Extensive Horse
Facilities �18 Stall Stable �2 Stall Stable �14 Paddocks
�Large Ring and more. $7,500,000

Pipe Dream Collections Announces

A Set of Four  
Maryland Steeplechase Prints 

Based upon the 2010 Season
                                                         
Limited Edition of 75, Each unframed  
15” x 18 3/4”, signed and remarqued

By Betsy Herrmann
      

Partial Proceeds equally donated to
The Harford Land Trust, 

The Land  Preservation Trust, 
and The Manor Conservancy

$450 + $10 S&H = $460
(MD residents add sales tax of $27)

                                                                               
Additionally, 25 My Lady’s Manor 

and Maryland Hunt Cup 
signed open edition prints available.

Each $125 + $10 S&H = $135
(MD residents add sales tax of $7.50)

                                                       
Please make checks payable to: 

Pipe Dream Collections, 
4102 Harford Creamery Rd.

White Hall, MD  21161

Art Inquires: herrmann.wes@gmail.com 
or Phone: 410-557-4645  *Contact PDC for Commissioned Sporting Art, Fine Antiques, and Antique Restoration*   

ElkridgE-Harford Point-to-Point My lady’s Manor Steeplechase

grand national Steeplechase Maryland Hunt Cup
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for Merriefield Farm and trainer Dawn 
Williams. South Monarch stayed for 
third.

“I was going to drop in behind Jody, 
but he almost fell at the first so I wound 
up in front,” said Wyatt. “There were 
moments where I felt like we might trot 
but no one came by us. He grabbed the 
bit like a fresh horse when Jeff came to 
me.”

Bred in Canada, Bon Caddo failed 
to break his hurdle maiden in five tries 
for breeder Marablue Farm and trainer 
Jonathan Sheppard. Purchased by Bruce 
Fenwick as a timber prospect, the son 
of Bon Point won his debut in 2008 and 
added the Ski Roundtop Stakes that 
fall. He lost his next seven, but placed 
in the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Inter-
national Gold Cup, Virginia Gold Cup 
and Grand National.

Sold to Merriefield midway through 
last year, Bon Caddo jumped into the 
2011 conversations for the Maryland 
Hunt Cup or Virginia Gold Cup. Wil-
liams and Fenwick were mulling options 
as early as the Manor’s second race, but 
the decision looked made when Wyatt 
went to the sidelines with a broken right 
collarbone in a schooling fall. Neverthe-
less, Bon Caddo (and Wyatt) was entered 
for this weekend’s Hunt Cup.

“I like him, he’s got a huge heart and 
he’s a real neat, tidy, quick jumper,” 
Wyatt said. “I don’t know if (the Hunt 
Cup) would be the perfect thing for 
him, but he could do it for sure. He’d be 
real tough in the Gold Cup. I’d love to 
ride him at either place, but I’m not sure 
that’s going to happen now. This kind 
of throws a wrench into things.”

• Trainer Billy Meister talked to ap-
prentice jockey Erica Gaertner while 
walking the Manor course and offered 
clear advice.

“Don’t move until after the second-
last,” he said.

Gaertner followed instructions to 
the inch as Yin Yang powered from 7 
1/2 lengths down in the stretch to catch 
He’s Got Mojo (Mark Beecher) and You 
And I (Chris Read) in the final yards of 
the $15,000 maiden timber. The 9-year-
old didn’t make the lead until steps be-
fore the wire, but drew off by a length 
at the finish.

“We thought he’d run well because 
Billy had ridden him at Brandywine 
(Point-to-Point) and he was pretty 
good,” said Gaertner, who won her first 
NSA race. “He won there and then it 
was my chance. It helps a lot to have 
Billy to talk to.”

Gaertner, 30, worked for Bruce Fen-
wick during her high-school days and is 
now a pre-med student at Towson Uni-
versity. She’s worked with Meister for 
six years, adding race riding to her duties 
after recovering from a shoulder injury.

• Irish steeplechase veteran Justpou-
rit made his 50th career start in the 
amateur highweight timber and ran his 
winning streak to three with an easy 
score for Anna Stable, Richard Valen-
tine and George Hundt. 

The winner thrived in the going and 
took over from Voler Bar Nuit (Michael 
Traurig) late while drawing off to win 
by 16 1/2 lengths. Thermostat and In-
caseyouraminer walked in to complete 
the top four.

“He is a complete dude,” said Hun-
dt. “He felt like he was never going into 
the mud, just loping along. The going 
didn’t bother him at all. In Ireland, he 
supposedly didn’t like soft ground but 
he’s got no problem with it here.”

The 12-year-old won three times in 
Ireland and made his American debut 
last spring with a fifth at Willowdale, 
but returned in the fall to win at Gen-
esee and the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup.

Manor –
 Continued from page 20

Douglas Lees
Yin Yang (left) catches He’s Got Mojo and You And I in the maiden timber.

My Lady’s Manor
Monkton, MD. Saturday, April 16. Turf Soft. 

1st. $35,000. Timber stakes. 3 miles. 
The My Lady’s Manor. 

1. Bon Caddo    165  Wyatt
2. More Fascination  L 165  Murphy
3. South Monarch  L  165  Petty
4. Delta Park  L 165  Boniface
5. Haddix  L 165  Winants
LR. Prospectors Strike L  165  Batoff
Mgn: 3/4.  Time: 7:22 2/5.
O: Merriefield Farm. T: Dawn Williams. 
B. g. 10, Bon Point-Tactical Info, Tactical Ad-
vantage. Bred by Marablue Farm (Can.)

2nd. $10,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
Amateur jockeys.

1. Yin Yang L  163  Gaertner
2. He’s Got Mojo L 160  Beecher
3. You And I (Ire)  L  165  Read
4. Native Mark  L  165  Carter
5. Big Bad Joe L  165  Traurig
PU. Monsooned Malabar L 165 Winants
Mgn: 1. Time: 7:16 4/5. 
O: NoGo Stable. T: Billy Meister. 
Ch. g. 9, Not For Love-Say It’s Cold, Oh Say.
Bred by Nancy Lee Farms (Md.)

3rd. $7,500. Hwt. allow. timber. 3 miles.
NW $9,000 once in 2010-11. Amateur jockeys.
1. Justpourit (Ire)  L 175  Hundt
2. Voler Bar Nuit  L  170  Traurig
3. Thermostat  L  175  Dowling
4. Incaseyouraminer L  175  Swope
PU. Western Fling  L  175  Griswold
PU. Genghis  L 165  Winants
Mgn: 16-1/4. Time: 7:19 1/5.
O:  Lucy Stable. T: Richard Valentine.
B. g. 12, Glacial Storm-Gale Choice, Strong 
Gale. Bred by Edmond Coleman (Ire).
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Douglas Lees
Justpourit coasts to the line with an easy win in the highweight timber.

   MidAtlantic Horse Rescue
                     Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 non profit organization

      Healthy sound young thoroughbreds available at all times.

         No hassle adoptions and we do transfer ownership!
                            _________________________________________

       Be a part of the solution- Find your next star here!

            MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
                Chesapeake City, MD 21915 • 302-376-7297

Find Your Next Foxhunter HERE
Be part of the 
solution...
Adopt a 
rescued 
racehorse!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 nonprofit organization

Chesapeake City, MD 21915 • 302-376-7297

Get “On the 
Right Track!” We will 

pay up to $200 for 
lessons or training for your 

new MAHR horse with a 
professional of your choice.

Program made possible by a 
grant from the ASPCA® 

Rescuing Racers Initiative
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Apparel that embodies...
The Passion of Horse Racing ™

EMBRACE THE RACE is the brand that embodies
the thrill, alure and style that is horse racing.

It’s your passion — make it official!

H E A D W E A R / W O M E N / M E N / K I D S / A C C E S S O R I E S

Available at embracetherace.com,
THE EMBRACE THE RACE® Clubhouse Shop in Saratoga Springs, NY

or by calling 518-580-4500

®

Blue Banner 
Equine Services

Edward Power is accepting horses for breaking, 
sales preparation, rehabilitation, or leg-work. 

Yearlings and broodmares welcome! 
Take advantage of better weather and wonderful 

natural footing in South Carolina – this combined 
with Edward’s 30 years of hands-on experience 

will give you the winning advantage!

Edward Power
Farrier in Camden, South Carolina

Home: 803 424 2080  •  Mobile: 831 236 5838 
Email: farrierpower@mac.com

All Together, you have company. 
The 2010 novice champion entered 

the season as the most accomplished 
novice in the division, one that had 
graduated Nationbuilder, Country 
Cousin and others. All Together, a June 
maiden winner, stood alone at the top.

The two-time winner made his soph-
omore debut in Atlanta’s $50,000 Prior-
ity Payment Systems Georgia Cup April 
16 at Kingston Downs in Kingston, Ga. 
where he faced a small but select field 
of four. 

Complete Zen, making just his third 
career start, took it to his more experi-
enced rivals, galloping on the front end 
to steal the 2-mile novice stakes, hold-
ing off All Together by a head. Richard 
Boucher guided the 5-year-old son of 
Cozzene for breeder Mede Cahaba Sta-
ble and his wife Lilith. 

Complete Zen and All Together met 
once before, when All Together domi-
nated the novice stakes at Callaway 
Gardens. Fresh off a maiden win, Com-
plete Zen finished third, 8 1/2 lengths 
behind All Together and Nationbuilder. 
That day, Richard Boucher swore that 

barring a late jumping error, Complete 
Zen would have upset All Together. 

At Atlanta, Complete Zen proved 
him right, overcoming another late 
jumping mistake while drifting out at 
the last fence. All Together (Xavier Aiz-
puru) finished second, beaten a head, 
with Camden allowance winner Good 
Request (Paddy Young) third. 

“I was hoping he would prove to be 
as good as I thought he was, he was a 
little unfortunate to not steal that race 
at Callaway, he made a bad mistake at 
the second-to-last through greenness,” 
Boucher said. “I was hopeful he could 
run with the big boys and it worked out 
well, 2 miles gave him a chance to hit 
a nice pace. I was hopeful he was good 
enough and fit enough.”

With 11 races on the flat (including 
three wins), two races over jumps and 
a full winter of jumping and training in 
Camden, Complete Zen was ready for 
his 5-year-old debut, upsetting a quartet 
of rivals who had each won twice over 
hurdles. All Together, Italian Wedding, 

Good Request and One Giant Step are 
one-dimensional closers and Richard 
Boucher exposed it, finishing the 2 miles 
in 3:50.6.

 “It all set up quite nicely, I was 
happy to let him coast along in front. 
He doesn’t like to turn that much, even 
though Atlanta is a nice oval, it was a 
little tight for him,” Boucher said. “He 
never really got challenged until the 
last, it didn’t come up on the right stride 
but he battled well to the wire, I always 
felt like I had the other horse covered.”

Bred in Virginia, Complete Zen won 
an allowance turf at Colonial going 10 

furlongs and competed against tough 
two-other-than allowance turf horses 
on the flat. The Bouchers school their 
horses early and began educating Com-
plete Zen as a 3-year-old but wanted to 
wait. 

“His brain doesn’t work as fast as 
my mouth or his legs,” Lilith Boucher 
said in typical rapid-fire form. “He’s a 
pretty nice horse, we’ve known that, 
but he was big and backward. He won 
on the flat so we stayed there. We had 
other jumpers and the flat races are eas-

Tod Marks
Complete Zen (left) scrambles over the last a bit, but holds off All Together.

peace play
Complete Zen denies All Together
in first novice hurdle stakes of ’11

BY SEAN clANcY atlanta SteeplecHaSe
Saturday, April 16

See atlanta page 25 
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ier on them and he was doing well. He 
really showed me something with how 
he ran on late. He made a big mistake 
at the last fence, but he was determined 
to not let that horse get past him. That 
impressed me.”

Out of six-time winner Complete 
Number, Complete Zen won his debut 
while on or near the lead at Virginia 
Fall and then sat just off Birthday Beau 
in the novice stakes try at Callaway. At 
Atlanta, the opportunity to control the 
pace, going just 2 miles, looked obvi-
ous. 

“He’s got a bit of an attitude, you 
have to nurse him and play with him, 
he’s a racehorse, there’s no question 
about it, he does like to do it his way,” 
Richard Boucher said. “He’s got a re-
ally big stride and a really big gallop, 
he needs a solid pace in front of him, 
there’s no lollygagging around with 
him, he’ll dictate it if they lollygag.”

• “Timely Two.” 
That’s how owner Laura Shull an-

swered when asked who won the claim-
er at Atlanta.

Shull once owned cool, tough, game 
claimer-turned-stakes-winner Timely 
Encounter. The Camden-based owner 
now owns cool, tough, game claimer 
(we’ll see about stakes) Silent Vow. 

The 8-year-old veteran made his first 
start over jumps since hurting a hind 
suspensory (to go along with a front 
one) at Saratoga Open House in 2009, 
easily taking the claimer over Dugan 
(Crowley) and Junood (David Dunne). 
Silent Vow finished 2 miles in 3:51.6.

Silent Vow hit the board for the 
eighth consecutive time (he was dis-
qualified once when a jockey failed to 
weigh in) since joining Janet Elliot’s 
stable back in 2009. 

“He’s a trier, an honest little horse. 
He’s not easy to train, he’s fairly full 
of himself but he’s genuine,” Elliot 
said. “With horses like him you know 
they’re going to give you 100 percent, 
but I wasn’t 100 percent sure he was fit 
enough. That hill is a good old hill.”

• Jonathan Sheppard wasn’t im-
pressed with Time Off’s training flat 
race at Aiken. The homebred beat one 
horse and Sheppard grappled to find 
something positive.

“He wasn’t totally disgraced but I 
was disappointed with his race at Ai-
ken, several horses went all the way 
around after the finish and he was one 
of them,” Sheppard said. “He’s a big, 
green horse, you can’t be a baby all your 
life, he’s supposed to be a racehorse.”

With that in mind, Sheppard entered 

Time Off in Atlanta’s maiden, named 
jockey Brian Crowley and hoped for a 
decent school in a short field. 

Time Off grew up somewhere be-
tween Aiken and Atlanta. The 4-year-
old half-brother to filly champion Con-
fined lagged in the back of the six-horse 
field, reeled them in faster than Talon 
Vanslack and nailed fellow first-time 
starter and longtime leader Easy Reach 
(Aizpuru) in the final strides. Second-
time starter Hi Flyin Indy (Danielle 
Hodsdon) finished third. 

Owned by Hudson River Farm, Time 
Off won by 1 3/4 lengths and finished 2 
miles over good ground in 3:54.6. 

“He’s always acted like a perfectly 
nice horse but was always immature, 
both mentally and physically, a little 
leggy and narrow, a little weak look-

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 24

ROYAL ASCOT :: June 11-19, 2011
Experience the pageantry and tradition of Royal Ascot, Britain’s premier event on its racing 
and social calendar. See and be seen at opening day, ladies “look at that hat” day and 
closing day.
• 6-nights at Dorchester’s undeniably English Georgian manor - 5-Star Coworth Park 

Hotel & Spa — Enjoy polo, the equestrian center and Wentworth Club’s golf courses.
• 2-nights at the Queen’s Arms Hotel in the heart of the Lambourn Valley famed for its 

horse training heritage and fl y-fi shing.
• Evening racing with champagne and dinner at Windsor Racecourse, a unique venue 

with its stunning riverside location.
• Dine at The Pheasant Inn famed for its historic racing reputation and bon vivant 

landlord.
• Enjoy traditional English Sunday lunch at Marco Pierre White’s Yew Tree Inn.
• Lunch at The Outside Chance, owned by Guy Sangster.
• Dinner at legendary Boisdale for exceptional malt whiskies and jazz.
• Enjoy private tours to: the town of Newmarket, Ed Dunlop’s 1870 La 

Grange Stables, The National Stud, British Racing School, 
Manton Estate and The Household Cavalry Museum.

• Meet after dinner speaker Major Richard Waygood 
MBE, Chief d’Equipe for the British Eventing and 
Dressage Team.

Contact your host/guide, George Wagner toll-free 1.800.368.0872
or Email: gwagner@horseracingtripsworldwide.com for further information and reservations.

ARLINGTON MILLION :: AUGUST 12 –15, 2011
• 3 nights, Hotel Indigo, Chicago downtown Gold Coast, minutes from 

fabulous Rush Street — Chicago’s prime nightlife entertainment area.
• Reserved club seating, dining and open bar on Arlington Million Day (5 

Gr. 1 races) at beautiful Arlington Park.
• Ground transportation to/from hotel and Arlington Park.

SARATOGA :: SEPTEMBER 1-5, 2011
• 4 nights, Holiday Inn Express, Clifton Park, New York
• Reserved pavilion seating, dining and open bar for 3 days at historic 

Saratoga racetrack.
• Ground transportation to/from hotel and Saratoga racetrack.

CHELTENHAM FESTIVAL :: MARCH 2012
Experience the exhilarating roar of 60,000 punters as the tape rises to start 

the 2012 Cheltenham Festival. Be front and centre at Cheltenham’s 
opening day and closing Gold Cup Day with prime seating and 

hospitality. Enjoy a day’s racing at Taunton Racecourse, and 
experience Imperial Cup Day at Sandown Park, one of 
Britain’s most loved and revered venues.

Hospitality to Set the Heart Racing!
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Atlanta Steeplechase
Kingston, Ga. Saturday, April 16. Turf yielding. 

1st. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 miles.  
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price. 

1. Reveillon  L  146  Young
2. Brave Prospect  L 146  Aizpuru
3. Be Great  L  146  Geraghty
4. Jot’s Jib   146  Boucher
Mgn: 6 1/2.  Time: 3:58 2/5.
O: Move Up Stable. T: Kathy McKenna. 
B. g. 7, Dynaformer-Kuda, Strawberry Road. 
Bred by Haras Santa Maria de Araras (Ky.)

2nd. $25,000. SOK Mdn. hurdle. 2 miles.
1. Time Off L  144  Crowley
2. Easy Reach L 154  Aizpuru
3. Hi Flyin Indy   154  Hodsdon
4. Not For Pride  L  154  Dalton
5. John Wyatt L  154  Young
F. Terko Service L 144 Geraghty
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 3:54 3/5. 
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Dk. B/Br. g. 4, Parker’s Storm Cat-Maternity 
Leave, Northern Baby. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa.)

3rd. $50,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 miles.
Priority Payment Systems Georgia Cup.

NW prior to 3/1/10 or NW3.
1. Complete Zen  L 150  Boucher
2. All Together  L  153  Aizpuru
3. Good Request L  153  Young
4. Italian Wedding L  153  Crowley
5. One Giant Step L  153  Hodsdon
Mgn: Head. Time: 3:50 3/5.
O: Mede Cahaba Stable. T: Lilith Boucher.
Gr./Ro. g. 5, Cozzene-Complete Number, 
Polish Numbers. Bred by Mede Cahaba Sta-
ble & Stud LLC (Va).

4th. $15,000. Claiming hurdle. 2 miles.
$20,000-$15,000 clm. price.

1. Silent Vow  L 140  Dalton
2. Dugan  L  140  Crowley
3. Junood   134  Dunne
4. Cuse L  140  Geraghty
5. Mecklenburg L  130  Dahl
Mgn: 5 1/4. Time: 3:51 3/5.
O: Laura Thiel Shull. T: Janet Elliot.
B. g. 8, Broken Vow-Heel and Toe, Pas Seul. 
Bred by Summer Wind Farm (Md).

5th. Training Flat. 1-1/8 miles.  
1. Roman Glory (Ire)    155  Dunne
2. Alburj    155  Dalton
3. Triplekin  L  155  Crowley
4. Oh Sweet Angel   150  Boucher
5. Queen Maddie L 150 Dahl
Mgn: 1 1/4.  Time: 1:59 1/5.
O: Cherry Knoll Farm T: Janet Elliot. 
B. g. 5, Soviet Star-Putout, Dowsing. 
Bred by G. Callanan (Ire.)

See atlanta page 26 
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Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.

“Now that I have barn cats, I don’t ever see 
mice in my feed bins.” ~ Susan Oxford, PA

Custom Homes & 
Renovation Additions

 
Contact Domenick Mingione

Direct: 703-898-2499
Serving Middleburg 

and the surrounding area

ing. He never showed much but you keep hoping he’ll come 
around, that’s kind of how Maternity Leave’s foals have 
been,” Sheppard said. “It was a last-minute decision, it was a 
small field, we were going and we didn’t have anything else. I 
was questioning if he was ready for a winning effort, but it’s 
a good, galloping course, the ground was good, it would be a 
nice school and see where we are.”

• Kathy McKenna didn’t want to answer her cell phone. It 
was Thursday afternoon and her caller ID read “Carl.” McK-
enna’s go-to jockey Carl Rafter was calling. In the horse busi-
ness, she knew it was bad news. Rafter told McKenna he had 
fallen off his horse hacking home from schooling and torn 
his anterior cruciate ligament in his knee. McKenna needed 
a jockey for Reveillon in the maiden claimer. When you’re 
handed lemons, make lemonade; McKenna called two-time 
reigning champion Paddy Young, stayed home and waited for 
the next phone call.

“He won!” 
Move Up Stable’s Reveillon handled three overmatched 

rivals in the $15,000-$10,000 maiden claimer. “Carl called 

me and told me he thought he hurt his knee on Thursday 
afternoon so luckily Paddy Young was available,” McKenna 
said. “I wasn’t there, I didn’t have to say anything to Paddy, 
none of that, ‘third on the rail.’ I just told him thanks for rid-
ing him.”

Young took no prisoners, putting the 7-year-old son of Dy-
naformer on the lead before cruising to a 6 1/2-length win 
over first-time starter Brave Prospect and Be Great. In 16 pri-
or starts (flat, hurdle, timber and now hurdle again), Reveil-
lon had accumulated three seconds and two thirds. McKenna 
knew the yielding turf would help the cause. 

“It was great, nothing like taking six and a half years to 
break your maiden but we got it done,” McKenna joked. “He’s 
been frustrating, he likes soft ground, that’s it, he tried to tell 
me that a couple of years ago but I didn’t listen close enough.”

Rafter, of course, didn’t actually tear his ACL and was 
back riding the next weekend.

• Elliot unveiled two of her British imports in the training 
flat race. Cherry Knoll Farm’s Roman Glory bested Gill John-
ston’s Alburj in the 1 1/8-mile race. 

“I was happy with both of them,” Elliot said. “I wanted 
to give them a little run to see what they thought of things. I 
knew the one that won was fitter than the one who finished 
second. Roman Glory was down in Camden in December 
where Alburj didn’t get here until January.”

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 25

Silent Vow (right) holds a commanding lead
entering the stretch of the claimer.

Tod Marks
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Paddy Young  ......................... 17  6  3  2  $94,600 .35
Brian Crowley ......................... 15 4 1 2 47,200 .27
Richard Boucher .................... 11 3 3 1 50,750 .27
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 11 2 4 2 53,400 .18
Bernie Dalton ......................... 12 2 1 3 28,100 .17 
Danielle Hodsdon ................... 15  2  0  6  44,950 .13
Darren Nagle .......................... 10 1 3 0 50,550 .10
Roddy Mackenzie ..................... 4 1 2 0 20,400 .25
Jacob Roberts .......................... 4 1 1 1 19,800 .25
Robbie Walsh ........................... 7  1  1 1  20,750 .14

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Tom Voss ............................... 11  4  1  2  $66,250 .36
Lilith Boucher ......................... 12 3 3 1 51,350 .25
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 21  3  1  5 62,400 . 14
Richard Valentine ..................... 6  2 2  0  22,350 .33
Alicia Murphy ........................... 8 2 0 2 37,000 .25
Ricky Hendriks ......................... 6  2  0  1  16,250 .33
Jack Fisher ............................. 13 1 5 1 45,500 .08
Leslie Young ............................ 6  1  3  0 21,700 .17
Kathy McKenna ...................... 15 1 2 0 14,525 .07
Neil Morris ............................... 5 1 1 3 12,300 .20

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Irv Naylor ............................... 18 1  5  2 $59,450 .06
Mede Cahaba Stable ................. 6 2 2 1 42,450 .33
Merriefield Farm ....................... 2 2 0 0 30,000 1.00
Sue Sensor .............................. 1  1  0  0  30,000 1.00
Oakwood Stable ....................... 1  1  0 0  27,000 1.00
Coppertree Farm ...................... 2 1  0  0  23,000 .50
Jonathan Sheppard .................. 6  1  0  1  21,500 .17
Trillium Stable .......................... 2 2 0 0 18,000 1.00
Sportsmans Hall ...................... 2 1 0 0 18,000 .50
Arcadia Stable .......................... 3 1 1 0 16,450 .33

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Decoy Daddy (Ire) .................... 2 1 1 0 $38,100 .50
Complete Zen ........................... 1 1 0 0 30,000 1.00
Sunshine Numbers .................. 1  1  0  0 30,000 1.00
Country Cousin ........................ 1  1  0  0  27,000 1.00
Good Request .......................... 2 1 0 1 23,000 .50
Bon Caddo ............................... 1 1 0 0 21,000 1.00
Mischief ................................... 2 2 0 0 18,000 1.00
Private Attack ........................... 1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00
One Giant Step ......................... 2 1 0 0 17,000 .50
Class Century ........................... 1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00

nSa Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH APRIL 29

Saturday, April 30 
Charlottesville, Va. www.foxfieldraces.com

Foxfield 
Spring

Saturday, April 30 
Glyndon, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

Maryland 
Hunt Cup

Saturday, April 30 
Mineral Springs, N.C. www.queenscup.org

Queen’s Cup

Saturday, May 7 
The Plains, Va. www.vagoldcup.com

Virginia Gold 
Cup

Sunday, May 8 
Winterthur, Del. www.winterthur.org

Winterthur

Saturday, May 14 
Nashville, Tenn. www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Iroquois

Sunday, May 15 
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

Willowdale

Saturday, May 21 
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorraces.org

Radnor Hunt 
Races

Saturday, May 21 
New Kent, Va. www.strawberryhillraces.com

Strawberry 
Hill

Sunday, May 22 
Lexington, KY. www.highhopesteeplechase.com

High Hope

Saturday, May 28 
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

Fair Hill

Subject to change. 
See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates.

2011 NSA Spring Schedule

Commemorate the moment with 
a full color, glossy reprint of a 

Steeplechase Times cover. 

Is Your Horse a Cover Boy?

$75 plus shipping. 

To Order, call  
(410) 392-5867 or email 
orders@st-publishing.com.

Past and Current Seasons 
Available. Call or email to 
confirm availability.
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Thank you and congratulations on a job  
well done in the Caroline Cup to the  

Sunshine Numbers Team.

Arch, Wendy, Jody, Hawkeye, Jason, Troy and Tammy

~ Sue & George
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ST Bulletin Board
Business Card Ads: $60 for one insertion, $40 each for six or more.

CFG
Creative FinanCial Group

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Hood’s BBQ & Catering/deli

Specializing in: Pulled Pork BBQ 
Pit Style ChiCken • Prime rib SandwiCheS • more!

Open Daily 6 am • Breakfast all Day • eat in/take Out

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670

Equine 
Photography

z

Maggie 
Kimmitt
Photos by Maggie
(410) 296-0893
 
708 Camberley Circle #C5
Baltimore, MD  21204

Specializing in 
Thoroughbred Racing

maggie@photosbymaggie.net
www.photosbymaggie.net

Irish Riding Adventures
Aille Cross Equestrian Centre 
The Connemara Trail

www.irishridingadventures.com    336-312-5996

Joan Porter Jannaman 

www.lakehillstudio.com 

Fine Equine Art 
Oil Paintings 

615-822-3124 

URGENT
INFORMATION

Check all type, art, and layout
that exist on this proof. Please
check information below and
sign. Your signature/initial 
indicates you are accepting 
FULL RESPONSIBILITY for
the accuracy of all content. If
nothing is received it is our
policy to run the ad as is. All
corrections must be faxed or
phoned back by 3:00 pm on
production day. 
Fax corrections back to:
302-235-0902
or phone your ad rep at:
302-239-4644
❑ Ad ok, run as is
❑ Ad ok to print after revisions
indicated, no re-proof 
❑ Fax new proof after revisions

Sign/Date

Important:
You Must Sign & Date

P l e a s e
P R O O F R E A D

y o u r  j o b  
CAREFULLY

Community Publications
PO Box 549 Hockessin

DE, 19707

Job: That’s Hats
Date: 12-18-07
Ad #: 2320790

Ad Rep: Mari
Email: bcmcompany@yahoo.com

Fax:
Proof: 1

¶

That’s Hats
accessories boutique

on Route 202
1/4 mile N. of PA/DE border

Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

Large selection of Men’s & Women’s
Hats from designer to everyday

www.thatshats.com

Bring 
this ad for
10% off

on Route 202
at the PA/DE state line

 Chadds Ford, PA 19317
(610) 358-5995

THIS
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akkontos@hotmail.com

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118
800-291-4774 • 540-253-7779 • Fax: 540-253-7780

Jumangi ..............................Alix  Michel
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Private Attack .......................................$18,000
Class Century .......................................$15,000
Tizsilk ...................................................$12,000
Slaney Rock ...........................................$9,000
Ptarmigan .....................................................$0
............................................. $84,000
A Romp in the Country Stable.... Bob McLoud
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Country Cousin ....................................$27,000
Music To My Ears.................................$12,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Tifone .....................................................$2,500
John Wyatt .............................................$1,000
............................................. $81,500
46 Defense ............................ Joe Clancy
Decoy Daddy ........................................$38,100
Country Cousin ....................................$27,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Artic Cry .................................................$1,000
Royal Rossi ...................................................$0
............................................. $80,500

BrownTrout Stable ................Douglas Lees
Decoy Daddy ........................................$38,100
Country Cousin ....................................$27,000
Lake Placid .............................................$7,500
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Mr. Hot Stuff .............................................$750
Ptarmigan .....................................................$0
............................................. $78,750
Waggs Stable ................... Keegan Shields
Decoy Daddy ........................................$38,100
Bon Caddo ...........................................$21,000
One Giant Step .....................................$17,000
Brave Prospect .......................................$1,800
Farah T Salute ...............................................$0
Sharpest Cat .................................................$0
............................................. $77,900

Jump for the Karet .............. Edwin Mitchell
One Giant Step .....................................$17,000
Class Century .......................................$15,000
Delta Park ............................................$13,750
Tizsilk ...................................................$12,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Slaney Rock ...........................................$9,000
............................................. $75,750
Never Better ..................Susan  Haldeman
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Country Cousin ....................................$27,000
Class Mark .............................................$9,000
Slaney Rock ...........................................$9,000
Across The Sky .............................................$0
Ptarmigan .....................................................$0
............................................. $75,000

Kim’s Kutie Kolts ..................... Kim Koran
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
Bon Caddo ...........................................$21,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Spy In The Sky .......................................$7,500
Fog Island ..............................................$4,500
John Wyatt .............................................$1,000
............................................. $73,000
Hop, Step and a Jump Stable ..... Jann Lunny
Sunshine Numbers ..............................$30,000
One Giant Step .....................................$17,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Golden Slammer ....................................$7,000
Wazee Moto ...........................................$4,600
Fog Island ..............................................$4,500
............................................. $72,100
Polish Power Stable ............. Eric Dudzinski
Decoy Daddy ........................................$38,100
One Giant Step .....................................$17,000
Pensy .....................................................$9,000
Incomplete .............................................$5,400
Mr. Hot Stuff .............................................$750
Royal Rossi ...................................................$0
............................................. $70,250

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by the Whip tavern and embrace the race

A short and sweet update 
through racing of April 29. 
See st-publishing.com for 
complete standings and 
check back in May for the 
April winner.
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TIMES EDITorIAl

Jockeys’ efforts
can produce

Let’s get a couple of things straight. 
I don’t believe in jockeys announcing their retire-

ment, having stories written about it and then return-
ing. That goes for Gus Brown, Matt McCarron, J.W. 
Delozier, Blythe Miller Davies and all the others. I’ll 
support you, but I don’t believe in it.

I can’t quite get the amateur part of a $75,000 
stakes, but that’s another topic for another day. 

I’m not sure I believe in mothers riding races, al-
though I respect it. 

Now, that that’s out of the way, Blythe Miller (sorry, 
Joe, but I still can’t get used to the Davies thing) is a 
freak. A race-riding freak of nature. The 42-year-old 
amateur (again) came out of retirement to win the 
Grand National on Private Attack (see page 10) April 
23. A week later, they loomed large in any discussion 
of the Maryland Hunt Cup. 

Are you surprised? 
That she came back? No.
That she won? Definitely no.  
Miller was born to be a jockey, that never goes away. 

For most of us, the flame was once there and eventually 
it snuffs. Sure, I’d like to feel the rush of riding a win-
ner again, the thrill of riding a nice horse and the feel-
ing of being Iditarod-fit again. But, it’s not happening. 
I can’t imagine hitting the ground again. Never again. 
But I’m no Blythe Miller. Never was. 

She’s different.

“I’m so over that retirement thing. I have fun do-
ing it, it is fun. I’m over that retirement thing. I’m not 
looking for rides but I might ride at Mr. Voss’ meet 
(Elkridge-Harford Point-to-Point) when I’m 80,” Mill-
er said before the Grand National. “It was just circum-
stance, it wasn’t planned. If I didn’t have Vinnie Boy all 
year I wouldn’t have gotten in shape, then Private came 
along. If you believe in fate, destiny and all that weird 
stuff, circumstances just came together.”

Miller began the resurrection when she and her 
husband Joe aimed Vinnie Boy at the Hunt Cup for 
Adair Bonsal Stifel. When he got hurt, Miller fate-
destiny-weird-stuffed her way to the ride on the Alicia 
Murphy-trained Private Attack, who won at Elkridge-
Harford and the Grand National with his new jockey. 

“I started getting my lazy self in shape to ride Vin-
nie Boy. We couldn’t find a rider so that’s why I started 
working out to ride and then everything went wrong 
with him,” Miller said. “We entered him at Elkridge-
Harford but couldn’t run and I was going to ride Pri-
vate to get fit to ride Vinnie. It worked out, he’s a very 

Different Story
Tod Marks

Silent Smooch. Owner Laura Shull gives Silent Vow a kiss after he won the Atlanta claimer.

You see the jockeys out mingling with 
the people this spring? Signing autographs, 
posing for pictures, pretending to ride a stick 
horse, chatting up sponsors? 

We love it. 
Pushed by Lilith and Richard Boucher, at 

first, jump jockeys have been more visible, 
more proactive, more out there than ever this 
spring. The steps started as a way to raise 
money for Jorge Torres, who was injured in 
a fall at the Colonial Cup in November. He’s 
still in the hospital and the tragedy hits anyone 
tied to the sport. The Bouchers, their daughters 
and several jockeys raised more than $1,000 at 
the Carolina Cup by selling souvenirs, baked 
goods, plants and posing for photos. 

The fans loved it. One woman paid extra 
to have a photo taken with a jockey “with 
hair.” Sorry boys, you know who you are and 
the customer is always right.

Camden, Stoneybrook, My Lady’s Manor, 
Atlanta, Block House . . . the concept has 
gradually stepped through to each weekend 
and raised money – at first for Torres specifi-
cally and then for jockeys in general. One 
meet set up a table and fan area, the next 
featured a visit to a sponsor tent, another cre-
ated a course walk. Whatever, the idea is to 
get jockeys (our NASCAR drivers) out there 
with the people. It works, always has.

At the Manor, Jay and Orsia Young stepped 
up to match the jockeys’ efforts with a dona-
tion. Lilith Boucher calls our office every week 
with another great story of a fan reached, a 
jockey volunteered, a sponsor satisfied, an 
event attended, a race meet pleased.

Now, make it last. Jockeys, keep doing 
what you’re doing. Be together, be unified. 
This matters. Reach out to race meets, seek 
help, build this into something people can’t 
ignore. Efforts like this can do a lot of good 
– raising funds, raising friends, raising aware-
ness. We understand the stress level and the 
time constraints of your job, but jockeys, it’s 
worth the work.

Several years ago, the jockeys formed the 
American Steeplechase Injured Jockeys Fund 
and that’s where the money raised this spring 
is going. It’s independent and designed to help 
injured jockeys regardless of where they get 
hurt. It’s not tied to the National Steeplechase 
Association, doesn’t buy insurance, doesn’t 
place limits. It also doesn’t boast the history 
or endowment of some other funds. Yet. Keep 
doing public events like this spring’s, keep 
gaining traction with race meets and fans, keep 
reaching out to generous owners and enthusi-
asts, and this fund could become a real player. 

We’ve long supported the idea of more out-
reach by steeplechasing – and been to many a 
party, Steeplechase 101 discussion, autograph 
session, sponsor luncheon and so on. Unfortu-
nately, it’s always on individuals (race meets, 
jockeys, trainers, owners, fans) to make those 
things happen.  There’s no overall effort, no 
national plan, no coordination, no budget.

 It’s nobody’s responsibility, so it must be 
everybody’s. Jockeys, lead the way.

The Last Fence... Editorial, Opinion, Comments & Columns

Return adds another win, chapter to Miller’s tale

the inside rail
By Sean Clancy

See inSide page 31 



Friday, April 29, 2011	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Steeplechase	Times  •  31

aN                  EvENt

10SF1622_SHR Print Ads_SteTms_FINAL.indd   1 4/14/11   2:52 PM

sweet horse and it worked out. My horse 
went home and then I figured I’m kind of 
fit, might not be fit enough, kind of old 
too, but it’s fun, I’m excited about it.”

Riding a little longer than before (and 
she rode long then), Miller relied on her 
instincts and natural talent to pull off an-
other crazy chapter in her riding odyssey. 
She hung up her boots the first time after 
two crushing falls, a week apart, at Sara-
toga. She suffered concussions and, to be 
honest, took awhile to return to her old 
self. 

For me, retirement came easy. I was 
ready. For Miller, it was agony. 

“It was tough. It was very tough,” 
Miller said. “I know it was the right thing 
and I know I probably shouldn’t be doing 
this, I’m 42 years old and have a family, 
but it’s fun, you have to seize the mo-
ment, it’s just something you have to do.”

See what I mean? It’s been nine years – 
everything and nothing has changed.  

“Don’t say nine years, it’s 8 3/4 years. 
In August it will be nine,” Miller said of 
her hiatus. “Private knows what he’s do-
ing, I just hang on and steer, that’s the 
kind of horse I liked to ride. It’s been 
lucky the way it’s worked.”

Twenty years ago, an unmarried, 
childless, young girl rode Cabral for her 
father Bruce in the Maryland Hunt Cup. 
They finished fifth. There’s been a lot of 
water under the bridge – and horses over 
fences – since then. 

“I better ride Private better than I 
rode Cabral. Dad says not to worry, I’ve 

learned a lot since Cabral,” Miller said. 
“There are a lot of us fuddy-duddies 
coming back, but I didn’t come back be-
cause I felt like I really need to ride again. 
It had gotten easier to not be riding, but it 
was a comfort thing with Vinnie Boy and 
now that I’m fit again, it’s like, ‘This is 
what I’m supposed to be doing.’ ”

And what if Tom Voss calls you to ride 
Slip Away in the Iroquois or Jonathan 
Sheppard needs you for Mixed Up in the 
Turf Writers or Dad asks you to ride Pier-
rot Lunaire in the Grand National? What 
happens then?

“Never say never,” Miller said. “I 
walked past a hurdle last week at the 
point-to-point and thought, ‘It’s going to 
be really hard not to take a cut at it.’ You 
never know. You never know.”
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