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Old Friends
Hit the rewind button and look up the results of the 2002 Glad-

stone Stakes Far Hills. The 3-year-old stakes lured a field of eight, 
with Pals Pride, Bubble Economy and Coal Dust taking the first 
three positions. Sound familiar?

Nearly seven years later, all three won races April 18. Pals 
Pride captured the claimer at Block House. Bubble Economy won 
the open timber at Middleburg. And Coal Dust won the Grand Na-
tional timber stakes.

Keep it going, boys.

Take A Number
4 Hurdle races at Strawberry Hill.

2 Hurdle races at Strawberry Hill won by Phipps Stable home-
breds. Tax Ruling and Humdinger were bred in 2003 by the fa-
mous connections.

Worth Repeating
“It’s like NASCAR only with horses.”

Trainer Neil Morris, as he circled the paddock 
on a lead pony prior to the opener at Strawberry Hill

“I looked out when I got here this morning and thought we were 
running on the dirt.”

Trainer Tom Voss, describing the dormant 
Bermuda grass at Colonial Downs for Strawberry Hill

“This is the best present I ever bought Tom Voss.”
Mimi Voss, while driving a Gator through the mist, rain and 
mud at My lady’s Manor; citing the weather, she drove the 
roofless – yet all-terrain – farm vehicle instead of her car. 

“Today is a purist’s day.”
My lady’s Manor paddock judge Jeff Rosenkilde, 

on weather that tested even true steeplechase fans

“It’s nice to get a little bit of Ski Roundtop’s money back.”
Irv Naylor, after taking the John Rush Streett Memorial

 (sponsored by Naylor’s company Ski Roundtop) 
with Patriot’s Path at My lady’s Manor

“Well, that’ll make the day go a bit faster.”
Jockey Jeff Murphy after the entire field of two failed

to negotiate the first fence successfully in the owner/rider 
race at loudoun Hunt Point-to-Point (a 12-race card)

“I’m gonna have to come back and ride, it’s safer.”
Trainer Jack Fisher, after getting run over 

by a loose horse at the loudoun Hunt Point-to-Point

“You talk to jockeys who lost a race by a nose and they wonder 
where it was. Well, it’s out there somewhere.”

Jockey Blake Curry, on the value 
of saving ground in a steeplechase

Reporter: “Did you really trade Jonathan Sheppard a piece of farm 
equipment for Bon Caddo?”
owner Bruce Fenwick: “No, that’s not how it went. I was there to 
deliver a piece of farm equipment and while I was there they told 
me I should look at some horses so I did. It makes a better story 
to say he was traded for the farm equipment, but I got paid for that 
and they got paid for the horse.”

“Compact, athletic looking, seemed sensible.”
Trainer Fenneka Bentley’s first impression 

of It’s My Choice, winner of his jump debut at Middleburg

“I have to confess, I didn’t expect it.”
owner Gil Johnston, after It’s My Choice 

won the Middleburg opener

“It’s about time we get somebody new on the cover of that news-
paper.”

Trainer Doug Fout, pointing to a Steeplechase Times 
with Good Night Shirt on the cover, after Isti Bee 

won the Temple Gwathmey

“You know that timber’s fun when you’re on a good jumper.”
Jockey Willie Dowling, discovering the key to timber racing, 

after riding Seeyouattheevent at Middleburg

“I got the phone call this morning at 9:30. No disrespect to Bubble 
Economy, but I was bouncing out of bed to ride Paradise’s Boss.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, after Paradise’s Boss 
was scratched from the Temple Gwathmey

“This horse is the next Saluter.”
Fisher to jockey liam McVicar before he rode 

Major Malibu in the Alfred Hunt at Middleburg

“It’s either ---- or bust with him.”
Jockey Xavier Aizpuru after Bubble Economy 

flew the last two fences in the Middleburg Hunt Cup

“You know you’re going some gallop when He’s A Conniver is off 
the bridle.”

Jockey Robbie Walsh, 
about the quick early pace in the Alfred Hunt

News & Notes from around the circuit

Douglas Lees
IN SYNC. Murray Memorial runners (from left) Twill Do, Fort Henry and Music To My Ears fly a fence early at Butler April 18.

SARATOGA SPRINGS
RACE MEET RENTAL

July 29 through Sept. 7, 2009;
extended season optional

Lovely Furnished Cottage  
across from Oklahoma 

training facility. 
2 Bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
a/c, living room with gas 
fireplace, family room, 

modern kitchen, patio.
Walking distance to the 

main racetrack.

Inquiries by e-mail: 
saratoganyrental@gmail.com
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 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. A lot has happened since we last left you, most notably five race meets over two weekends. Coal 
Dust hinted in the Grand National that he might better last year’s runner-up finish in the Hunt Cup, Doug Fout showed 
why he’s the man at Middleburg and Jonathan Sheppard reminded us why condition books can be good reading. Along 
the way the Hall of Fame welcomed two from our family. The season’s in full swing, settle in and enjoy the ride.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

Pages 5-7

Early Statements
Isti Bee wired the Temple Gwathmey at Middleburg, edging Dark Equation in 
efforts that stamp both as factors in the stakes division, while two-timber timber 
champ Bubble Economy showed he’s got his eyes on a Hat Trick.
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Reunited at Last
Blair Wyatt couldn’t stay away from Coal Dust. He was happy to have her back. 
They got together in the Grand National and fended off a challenge from Private 
Attack to take the stakes and signal their readiness for the Maryland Hunt Cup.
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Pages 12-14

High Voltage
Irishman Mark Watts scored his first American victory on a dreary day that gave 
Strawberry Hill a Pennsylvania Hunt Cup feel; maiden Left Unsaid tipped Tom 
Voss’ hand and Moss Bossest doled out orders in his return for Todd Wyatt.

Pages 22-26

Final Hurdles
Maryland Hunt Cup and English Grand National hero Ben Nevis II and trainer 
Janet Elliot garnered Thoroughbred racing’s highest honor when they were was 
elected into the Hall of Fame. 
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Pages 16-19

Finished Product
There was nothing Incomplete about the 10 ¼-length romp in the My Lady’s 
Manor. The Ann Stewart charge remained perfect in three NSA timber starts and 
gave the rest of the division something to think about.
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Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

HUNT  CLOSET
@ BERESFORD GALLERY

CONSIGNMENT Hunt & Show Clothing
BeresfordGallery.com • 610-347-1247 • Box 35 Unionville, PA 19375

BERESFORD GALLERY
is proud to present

Commissions also accepted

GEORGE MCMONIGLE 
Bronze Artist

and be sure to visit...

 THE

HOFFBERGER
INSURANCE GROUP

Providing bloodstock insurance and other related 
services to the Thoroughbred Industry:

Richard Hoffberger, President
5700 Smith Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21209-3609

Phone (410) 542-3300 Fax (410) 542-3399
(800) 547-5501 (Outside Maryland)

MIDDLEBURG, Va. – Doug Fout scampered across 
his course, nearly catching last-place Dr. Bloomer in the 
Temple Gwathmey before stopping at the finish line 
and waiting for the runners to return from the $60,000 
stakes. The trainer met Dark Equation at the top of the 
hill and pulled the blinkers off the runner-up. 

“You waited too long,” Fout told jockey Carl Rafter.
Rafter looked at owner Peggy Steinman and said, 

“That was brilliant. That was brilliant.”
Fout slapped hands with jockey Paddy Young who 

had just stolen the Gwathmey on Maggie Bryant’s Isti 
Bee. 

“Beautiful, boy. Beautiful, boy,” Fout told Young. 
For the front-running Isti Bee, it was beautiful. For 

his seven rivals, it was an exercise in futility after they 
chased in vain as the New Zealand import defeated 
seven classy rivals in the feature at the Middleburg 
Spring Races at Glenwood Park April 18.

Young took the race by the throat when he sent 
Isti Bee to the first fence. Jody Petty had a choice on 
Preemptive Strike and he elected to settle in second. 
Young wanted to force the issue more than he needed 
to be in front. Once there, he made the best of it.

“Break sharp, put some pressure on the horse and 
take it from there, ride my race off him,” Young said 
of his plans. “The one thing about Preemptive Strike 
is his last three races were over the big green hedges 
at Camden and Montpelier so I thought we could put 
some pressure on him over the little ones. When I was 
in front, I thought, I bet (Fout’s) up there thinking, 
‘what the hell is he doing up there?’ But they left me 
alone.”

Once Isti Bee dispatched Preemptive Strike as the 
front-runner, the 8-year-old jumped flawlessly, using 
the topography to dictate his breathers. Across the 
backside the last time, Isti Bee motored along, Preemp-
tive Strike still galloped, Planets Aligned crept into a 
stalking spot, Best Attack began to slither into con-
tention, Swagger Stick was right there, Dark Equation 
made positive ground . . . but Isti Bee still traveled. 

“I was confident when nobody came to me, because 
I could give him breathers,” Young said. “I was listen-
ing to the brush every time we jumped, so I knew they 
weren’t right up my ass but I knew I was always sav-
ing something. He’s not a front-runner, it just worked 

Meant
to Bee

Tod Marks
Isti Bee (left) leads Preemptive Strike 
early in the Temple Gwathmey.

Fout horses sweep top
two spots in Gwathmey

BY SEAN CLANCY

See mIddleburG page 6 

MiddleBuRg SpRiNg RAceS
Saturday, April 18
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today. You ride the race 10 times and I probably get 
beat nine of them.”

After the last and before the elbow, Rafter snuck 
Dark Equation through on the inside and took aim on 
Isti Bee. He nearly got there but ultimately ran out of 
ground. Isti Bee won by a head, finishing the 2 1/2 miles 
in 4:35 1/5 in an epic renewal of the historic stakes. 

From its initial runnings as an open stakes at Belmont 
Park to its recent novice stakes restrictions at Middle-
burg, the Gwathmey always delivers and this year’s race 
left nobody wanting. Well, other than Dark Equation’s 
connections wanting for another stride or two. 

Fout purchased Isti Bee for Brigadoon Farm last 
year. He fell in the Grand National at Far Hills, his 
American debut, and then finished a decent fifth in the 
Noel Laing at Montpelier. Edgar Cato dispersed his 
horses this winter and Fout asked Bryant if she was 
interested in buying three and she signed up. Put away 
for the winter, Isti Bee won a point-to-point jump start 
over Bee Charmer and then bled when finishing third 
to two-time champion Good Night Shirt and Preemp-
tive Strike in the Carolina Cup.

“He’s got one big lick and he’s got a hell of a jump 
and he’s game as Dick Tracy,” Fout said. “The whole 
thing with Darky was whether he was going to like 
the hills and I think Carl might have waited a bit too 
long to make his move. It was a good run for both 
horses.”

Fout serves as clerk of the course and his family tree 
might as well grow at Glenwood Park. One race was 
named the Paul R. Fout Sport of Kings Maiden Hurdle 
in honor of his father and the Alfred M. Hunt was 
sponsored in memory of Paul and Eve Fout. The flat 
race was sponsored by Fout’s Goose Creek Stables. 

“That’s the thing, buddy. You’ve got to win here,” 
Fout said. “I’m good for the rest of the year now. If I 
didn’t win that race I’ll tell you one thing I would have 
been down in the dumps forever. I’ve got so many 
people here, so much history here, I do so much here, 
I grew up with all these people, I’d rather win a race 
here than anywhere.”

• Trainer Jack Fisher, carrying four used timber 
shins, walked down the stretch after Bubble Economy 
nailed Seeyouattheevent in the waning strides of the 
Middleburg Hunt Cup and answered the question as 
honestly as ever. 

Who did you want to win?
“I wanted Seeyouattheevent to win because Bubble 

Economy has won a bunch,” Fisher said. “Seeyouat-
theevent did all the donkey work on the front and it 
set up for the other horse.”

Off since 2007, Seeyouattheevent (Willie Dowling) 
sauntered to an easy lead in the 3 1/4-mile open tim-
ber race. Young settled Erin Go Bragh in second while 
Xavier Aizpuru downshifted on Bubble Economy in 
third. Petty allowed Irish Prince to lag in last. 

When four classy timber horses canter for two cir-
cuits of Glenwood Park, it’s just a mat-
ter of time before the penny drops and it 
becomes a sprint. Petty kicked the race 
in gear when he sent Irish Prince to the 
outside moving across the backside. The 
former timber champion never jumped 
fluidly and his rally fizzled as quickly as it 
materialized. Aizpuru watched the move 
and continued to throttle the enigmatic 
Bubble Economy. 

“I’ve seen the spot at the third-to-last 
and it was perfect, I daren’t break his 
stride but I know he’s going to jump to 
the front so I let him and hoped he could 
come back,” Aizpuru said. “After he 
landed, I literally just turned my wrists 
slightly and he threw his head in the air 
like I was chainsawing on him. He made 
a big deal about it.”

He made a bigger deal at the second-
to-last, standing off and making up 
ground. Seeyouattheevent jumped the last 
with a clear lead and got first run while 
Bubble Economy jumped low and fast at 
the last. 

“When he’s like that and gives you those types 
of jumps he’s unbelievable,” said Aizpuru, who im-
proved to 2-for-2 on the two-time timber champion. 
“You’d say, if he’s judged it, it’s perfection because he 
was coming down over it. Around here, it was good. 
If it was the last in the Gold Cup . . . ”

The Virginia Gold Cup isn’t for two weeks. 
Bubble Economy ran down Seeyouattheevent (in 

receipt of 10 pounds) to win his 11th career timber 
race. Erin Go Bragh finished third after 7:17 4/5. 

 “Mine haven’t had runs this spring so for them to 
go slow early was great,” Fisher said. “I hate when 
they go like rocket ships in the beginning. That was a 
perfect race.”

Aizpuru agreed.
“I knew we had gone steady and we were flying 

at the end, but we kind of thought before the race 
that if that’s the way the race set up it would suit our 
two horses better than the other two,” Aizpuru said. 
“Once we straightened up for the wire I could just feel 
him getting there without ever being completely confi-
dent but I just had a feeling he was going to do it. He’s 
a pretty dramatic horse to ride. He’s so cool. Luckily 
enough I’ve ridden him twice and won on him twice, 
one was by 10 lengths, one was by 10 inches.”

• After the opener, Fenneka Bentley snapped a 
shank on It’s My Choice and walked back to the barn. 
A volunteer sprayed him down, a testing vet followed 
him and Bentley explained what it’s like to run a first-
time starter over jumps. 

“I was hoping he would like the ground. I was hop-
ing he would jump well. And I was worried he might 
run off,” Bentley said. “I wanted a safe run around, 
get him a good experience, settle in and enjoy it.”

It’s My Choice ticked all the boxes; the ground 
(softened by rain earlier in the week) proved perfect 
for his flat New Zealand feet, he jumped fluidly, he 
settled nicely for Petty and enjoyed it thoroughly, win-

ning his jump debut by a head over Class Crash (Rich-
ard Boucher) and Amador (Jacob Roberts) in 4:12 4/5 
for 2 1/8 miles. The former was making his second 
career start while the latter was making his first start 
since 2006. The winner survived a claim of foul by 
jockey Carl Rafter aboard Country Cousin and ben-
efitted from a traffic jam between the last two hurdles. 
Rafter tried to go inside and hit a beacon, then rico-
cheted into the peloton affecting Indy Run, Freeboard 
and Mischief (among others).

Owner Gil Johnston imported It’s My Choice from 
New Zealand with flat racing in mind and a jump 
career on hold. The 6-year-old made three starts for 
trainer Lisa Lewis in California, finishing second go-
ing 6 1/2 furlongs for a $32,000 tag and two more for 
Graham Motion in Florida before Johnston scrapped 
that plan and sent the bay gelding to Fenneka and Da-
vid Bentley. One of five horses in their stable, It’s My 
Choice learned to jump quickly at Fair Hill Training 
Center and became the second winner (from two start-
ers) the Bentleys produced in the orange and brown J.

Chislehurst won at Fair Hill last spring before get-
ting injured. 

“It’s great,” Fenneka said. “The other one we had 
last year was really good but he had to retire, then you 
hope you can get another one for her. It’s great. Just 
great. I love the jumping game, at the end of the day, 
it’s more fun. More nerve-wracking, more stress than 
the flat, but much more fun. He seemed to love it out 
there. He found his game.”

• Julie Gomena called Gregg Ryan after Dynanto-
nia won the open hurdle at Loudoun Hunt Point-to-
Point April 12.

“That was one professional ride,” the trainer told 
amateur owner/jockey. “Well done.”

Six days later, Ryan responded.
“Julie, same thing today,” he said before the allow-

ance hurdle.
Ryan went out and handled Dynanto-

nia with the same poise and patience as 
he did at Loudoun. The 7-year-old son of 
Dynaformer did the rest, cruising to the 
lead late and holding off Fogcutter (Padge 
Whelan) by three quarters of a length to 
improve his sanctioned record to 2-for-2. 
Right Hand Red (Jacob Roberts) finished 
third. Dynantonia finished the 2 1/8 miles 
in 4:08.

Gomena explained her compliment.
“I’m used to Gregg going out on top 

winning wire to wire, last week at the 
point-to-point, I’ve never seen Gregg ride 
like that,” Gomena said. “I called him 
after the races and told him how good 
a ride it was. Then today he says, ‘same 
thing as last week.’ I said, ‘Don’t leave 
him too much to do.’ ”

Not a chance.
Ryan purchased Dynantonia out of 

George Weaver’s flat stable last spring. 
Ryan exercises horses for Weaver when 
their paths cross and loved the horse’s 

Middleburg –
 Continued from page 5

Tod Marks
Bubble Economy (left) runs down stablemate Seeyouattheevent in the open timber.

Tod Marks
It’s My Choice (second from right) battles Class Crash around the final bend in the maiden hurdle.

See mIddleburG page 7 
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breeding and type. Dynantonia won 
four races on the turf, including a three-
other-than allowance at Gulfstream 
Park in 2007. Sent to Gomena, he was 
gelded and made his jump debut at 
Glenwood last fall.

A former event rider (she won Rolex), 
Gomena knows a good horse. 

“I’m not surprised. He’s a lovely 
horse, in every way imaginable. To ride 
him every day, he’s 100 percent busi-
nessman. A businessman,” Gomena 
said. “He was supposed to go to Old 
Dominion but Gregg fell and broke his 
ribs out hunting so we had to wait, I 
was really worried coming back in a 
week.”

A race later, Gomena was still talking 
about Dynantonia when the stewards 
announced their decision for the stretch 
run of the maiden claimer. Gomena’s 
Bethpage Black (Rafter) finished second, 
a half-length behind Bullet Dancer (Liam 
McVicar) but Rafter claimed foul for a 
bump at (where else?) the final elbow. 

The stewards announced the reversal. 
Gomena shrieked, ran to the stewards’ 
tower and hugged owner Margaret 
Littleton, daughter of longtime steeple-

chase owner Emily Hutchison (the tro-
phy for the Middleburg Hunt Cup was 
presented in memory of Hutchison).

“Oh, my God. Oh, my God,” Gom-
ena screamed. “I can’t believe it.”

Twenty percent of Gomena’s stable 
won at her local meet. 

Bethpage Black, a 7-year-old New 
York-bred by Private Terms, didn’t cost 
much and did what he was meant to 
do; provide a little fun for Littleton and 
Gomena. A winner of three races in New 
York-bred company, Bethpage Black 
came to Gomena by way of Ryan and 
Peter Pugh. Ryan saw the horse in New 
York and recommended him. He finished 
third at Aiken in his jump debut.

“Gregg saw him up at Saratoga and 
called me. He wasn’t expensive. He 
passed the vet perfect, clean-legged, and 
we bought him,” Gomena said. “I felt 
good about him. I didn’t know if we 
could win, this is the first time he’s ever 
had any terrain, so I didn’t know. It’s a 
great local win. Paris Mountain is treat-
ing me well.”

Rafter wasn’t sure what to expect 
when he walked down the steps from 
the stewards’ tower.  

“I knew there was contact around 
the bend,” he said. “I was fortunate to 
get it but I was unfortunate to nearly get 
brought down in the first race. Things 
have balanced out.”

• A race later, Rafter balanced out his 
record in the Alfred M. Hunt Steeple-
chase. The cross country chase can look 
more like a wild goose chase and Raf-
ter blew any chance in the race last year 
when cutting a flag aboard the Kathy 
McKenna-trained Straight Path. 

This year, Rafter made up for it.
Perry Bolton’s Scuba Steve put the 

pressure on Rafter’s GPS, whizzing to 
the lead in the 2 5/8-mile cross coun-
try chase while being hounded by N J 
Devil. 

The duo bolted to the first hurdle like 
it was a mile maiden claimer and they 
didn’t slow down much from there. 

Scuba Steve, winner of the cross coun-
try chase at Great Meadow last year, 
jumped flawlessly except for a shocking 

error at the water coming down the hill. 
Rafter slid to the knot and he scrambled 
out of the drink – with his two bell boots 
still in place on his front hooves.

 “He hit the bottom of that ditch, 
that backed him off, he knew his ABCs 
after that,” Rafter said. “He took off so 
far away, he couldn’t have taken off at 
a worst place. He’s one of those horses 
if you take a hold of him, he comes up 
from anywhere.”

Scuba Steve came up with reserves 
across the backside, even after losing 
ground at the hairpin turn. He’s A Con-
niver and Major Malibu made up sev-
eral lengths, but never threatened the 
winner, who scored by an easy 9 lengths 
over He’s A Conniver (Robbie Walsh) 
and Major Malibu (McVicar). Scuba 
Steve finished in 5:23 4/5.

“I missed a beacon last year and was 
the first to catch it and doubled back 
and ended up finishing third,” Rafter 
said. “This year, I knew where I was go-
ing, fortunately I live here and I walked 
the course earlier in the week. The issue 
was the horse has been very keen. The 
main thing was to get him settled and to 
steer him and as you saw we went off 
flying. It didn’t feel like we steadied too 
much. His jumping has taken me there. 
He was smashing.”

McKenna bought Scuba Steve from 
Mike Berryman in 2006. The son of top 
Kentucky stallion Distorted Humor has 
found his niche – winning three of his 
last four over timber and steeplethon 
courses. 

• Augustin Stable’s Flight Briefing 
(Petty, for trainer Sanna Hendriks) won 
an 11-horse training flat to close the 
day.

POTOMAC HUNT RACES
Sunday, May 17, 2009

11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
At the Bittersweet Field in Seneca, MD

Bring your family to the 57th running of the Potomac Hunt Races at the Kiplinger 
Estate. It’s a beautiful setting for steeplechase races and a great way to be with 

family and friends. Pony rides, moon bounces, vendors, wine tastings and special 
exhibits provide something for everyone. General admission is only $30 per vehicle. 

Shady Grove Adventist Hospital is a beneficiary of the Hunt Races.

For directions and information, go to potomachuntraces.com today.

Middleburg Spring Races 
Middleburg, Va. Saturday, April 18. Turf firm.

1st. $25,000. SoK Mdn. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.  
1. It’s My Choice (NZ) L 154 Petty 
2. Class Crash  144 Boucher 
3. Amador L 144 Roberts 
4. Mischief L 154 Whelan 
5. Strategic Vission L 144 Walsh 
6. Freeboard L 154 Aizpuru 
7. Country Cousin L 154 Rafter 
8. Expel L 154 Murphy 
9. Dynaskill L 146 Miller 
10. Dealer Beware L 154 Young 
11. Indy Run L 149 Mackenzie 
Mgn: Head. Time: 4:12 4/5.
O: Gil Johnston. T: Fenneka Bentley.
B. g. 6, Kashani-Panadol (NZ), Just A Dancer 
(NZ). Bred by M.J. Cooper & W.S. Gulliver (NZ).

2nd. $20,000. open timber. 3 1/4 miles.
1. Bubble Economy L 165 Aizpuru 
2. Seeyouattheevent L 155 Dowling 
3. Erin Go Bragh (NZ) L 160 Young 
4. Irish Prince (NZ) L 155 Petty 
Mgn: Head. Time: 7:17 4/5.
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
B. g. 10, Rakeen-Buffels, Vaal Reef. Bred by 
Gardner and Abbott (Pa).

3rd. $60,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/2 miles.
Temple Gwathmey (Gr. 3). 

1. Isti Bee (NZ) L 142 Young 
2. Dark Equation L 150 Rafter 
3. Planets Aligned L 146 Whelan 
4. Preemptive Strike L 152 Petty 
5. Swagger Stick L 142 Dowling 
6. Best Attack L 146 Miller 
7. Gliding (NZ) L 140 Murphy
8. Dr. Bloomer L 144 Walsh
Mgn: Head. Time: 4:35 1/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 8, Istidaad-Ivory Bee (NZ), Gold And Ivory. 
Bred by Mrs. M. B. Parker (NZ).

4th. $20,000. Allow. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
NW $12,000 once other than claiming.

1. Dynantonia L 152 Ryan 
2. Fogcutter L 148 Whelan
3. Right Hand Red L 142 Roberts 
4. Second Approval L 144 Young 
5. Arcadius L 148 Walsh 
6. Miss Crown  134 Dalton
F. Humdinger L 139 McVicar
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:08.
O: Gregg Ryan. T: Julie Gomena.
B. g. 7, Dynaformer-Saragossa Straight, Bertrando. 
Bred by Woodside Farm, Liberty Road Stable (Ky).

5th. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price.

1. Bethpage Black L 148 Rafter 
*2. Bullet Dancer L 151 McVicar 
3. Meshwaar L 152 Ryan 
4. Sand Box Rules L 148 Dowling 
5. Scandalizer L 140 Murphy 
6. Wadi Rum  148 Walsh 
7. Bismarck L 138 Petty 
PU. Judith’s Fancy L 148 Aizpuru 
*-DQ from 1st for interference.
Mgn: 1/2 Time: 4:09.
O: Margaret Littleton. T: Julie Gomena.
Dk. b./br. g. 7, Private Terms-Intimate Moments, 
Benefice. Bred by Warnerton Farm LTD (NY).

6th. $15,000. open timber. 2 5/8 miles.
Varied course.

1. Scuba Steve L 160 Rafter
2. He’s A Conniver L 160 Walsh
3. Major Malibu L 155 McVicar 
4. Cat Walkin L 160 Petty 
5. N J Devil L 160 Murphy 
6. Harry’s Firebolt L 160 Young 
7. Rocking Ship (Ire) L 150 Roberts 
8. Brogans Shield L 155 Cooney 
9. Ghost Bar L 155 Carter
LR. Incaseyouraminer L 155 Swope 
PU. Profowens (Ire)  160 Boucher
Mgn: 9 Time: 5:23 4/5.
O: Perry Bolton. T: Kathy McKenna.
B. g. 9, Distorted Humor-Frigid Zone, Procida. 
Bred by Charles Nuckols Jr. & Sons (Ky).

7th. Training flat. 1 1/2 miles.  
1. Flight Briefing L 155 Petty 
2. Imperial Way L 155 Whelan 
3. Class Classic  145 Boucher
4. Sailaway Pops L 155 Roberts 
5. When The Saints L 155 McVicar 
6. Artist’s Stroke  155 Dalton
7. Coupe De Ville L 155 Young 
8. Legendary Pacer L 155 Walsh 
9. False I. D. L 155 Rafter
10. In No Time L 155 Murphy 
11. Sudden Concern L 155 Daley 
Mgn: 2 Time: 2:44 2/5.
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 4, Smoke Glacken-Glide Slope, Broad 
Brush. Bred by George Strawbridge Jr. (Pa).

Buy, sell, feed, ship, ride, train 
or own a winner? Advertise it 

in The Times. call 410-392-JuMp

Middleburg –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Scuba Steve jumps big in the Alfred Hunt.
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BUTLER, Md. – Last fall, semi-re-
tired amateur jockey Blair Wyatt went 
to trainer Tom Voss and talked about 
riding over timber again. Since her last 
ride (the 2007 Maryland Hunt Cup), 
she’d had a baby and helped her hus-
band, Todd, start a training business.

But she missed the thrill of jumping 
over big timber and missed a certain 
horse – the Voss-trained Coal Dust – 
even more.

In typical fashion, Voss paused and 
one-upped Wyatt’s ambition.

“OK, but you’re going to have to 
hunt with me,” he grumbled. Wyatt 
figured she’d foxhunt Coal Dust to get 
reacquainted with one of her favorite 
horses. Voss had other ideas.

“(New foxhunter) The Looper was 
my mount,” she said. “I couldn’t tell if 
I had to hunt so he knew I was fit or 
just to help him make some horses. We 
never quite ironed that out. I didn’t sit 
on Coal Dust until a week before the 
Foxhall team race.”

Not that it mattered. Wyatt and 
Coal Dust teamed up again at Foxhall 
(March 15), won the open timber at the 

Elkridge-Harford Point-to-Point April 4 
and backed that up with a victory in the 
$30,000 Grand National timber stakes 
April 18. Owned by Armata Stable, Coal 
Dust fought off 2008 winner Private At-
tack in the stretch to score by a neck in 
6:22 for the 3 1/4 miles. Western Fling 
finished third in an eight-horse field full 
of Maryland Hunt Cup contenders.

Coal Dust started in the last two Hunt 
Cups, losing jockey Woods Winants in 
2007 and placing second (with James 
Slater aboard) to Askim in 2008. Wyatt 
finished second in the 2007 race aboard 
Bug River and attended the 2008 running 
with infant son James (born in Febru-
ary). She worked for Voss for years and 
remembered the big, long-striding bay.

“I was there when Coal Dust came 
as a 3-year-old and I helped teach him 
how to jump,” said Wyatt. “I’ve al-
ways liked him and we’ve always got-
ten along well but I’d just missed him. 
Sometimes I had Bug River, sometimes I 
had concussions, last year I had a baby; Douglas Lees

Coal Dust soars over the big timber in the Grand National.

clean coal
Wyatt, Coal Dust enjoy reunion
to capture key prep for Hunt Cup

BY joE CLANCY gRANd NATiONAl RAceS
Saturday, April 18

See Grand natIonal page 9 

• Maggie Bryant for Isti Bee’s 
Temple Gwathmey win and for 
helping keep him in the barn.

• Peggy Steinman 
for Dark Equation’s 
Temple Gwathmey 
runner-up finish 
and for helping with 
the race meet.

• The staff at Goose 
Creek, the staff at 
Middleburg Spring Races, 
and everyone who had a 
hand in making the races  
a success.

– Doug Fout

Thank you 
and congratulations to:

Tod Marks photo
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we’ve always been kind of forced to be 
separate. That was a huge factor, huge, 
in wanting to ride again.”

In the Grand National, Mr Liberator 
set the pace and led through most of the 
first 13 fences while getting pressed by 
Private Attack, Michele Marieschi and 
Make Your Own. As the field turned 
back toward the finish line – five fences 
and about 6 furlongs away – Mr Lib-
erator hung tough while the whole field 
seemingly took shots. Tuning up for the 
Hunt Cup, Askim flattened out over the 
final two fences while Private Attack 
(Billy Santoro) surged on the outside 
and Coal Dust pushed through on the 
inside. The winner took a slight lead at 
the second-last, but Private Attack car-
ried more momentum over the last and 
drew alongside. Coal Dust fought back 
and held sway by a neck. Western Fling 
(Jason Griswold) rallied late for third.

The second-last made a difference, 
Wyatt said. 

“He flew that,” she said. “I didn’t 
want to get to the lead that soon but he 
jumped it so well and jumped past the 
other two. Coming down to the last, I 
saw that same huge spot and I felt ‘no 
I’m not going to ask him for it’ so we 
got in tight, a little, but he jumped it 
great. Billy’s horse was right there and 
got to us, but my horse had more. He’s 
got a little turn of foot – not as much as 
he used to, but some – and he used it.”

Purchased as a 3-year-old back in 
2002, Coal Dust won twice over hur-
dles that year, but was destined for tim-
ber while also missing nearly two years 

with leg troubles. Armata, a long-stand-
ing partnership of Perry Bolton and Ben 
Griswold IV, won the Maryland Hunt 
Cup with Welter Weight in 1999 and 
always looks to the lumber.

“Although I’ve gotten to like hurdle 
racing because you get more action, 
timber is our ultimate goal all the time, 
Maryland timber races,” said Bolton. 
“Ben and I are old friends  and our fam-
ilies have participated for generations. 
It’s just something we love.”

• Racing official one week. Winning 
jockey the next. 

Blake Curry couldn’t line up a mount 
at My Lady’s Manor April 11, so in-
stead signed on as a patrol judge. Seven 
days later, he brought his tack – taking 
the mount aboard Patriot’s Path, who 
passed three horses after the last fence 
to win the $15,000 allowance timber on 
the Grand National undercard. 

Owned by Irv Naylor, Patriot’s Path 
broke his maiden at the Manor and 
took another step forward with another 
quality performance. The 9-year-old 
son of Carnivalay sat well off the pace 
of Twill Do and Fort Henry early but 
the race – like the feature – shook loose 
late. At the last fence, Fort Henry led 
Twill Do, King Lear and Patriot’s Path. 
King Lear hit the fence and landed flat-
footed as Patriot’s Path charged past 
everyone to get up by a neck over Fort 
Henry (Molly Forlano) with King Lear 
(Suzanne Stettinius) third. Final time for 
the 3 1/4 miles was 6:27 1/5.

Trained by Desmond Fogarty, Patri-
ot’s Path continued a consistent run that 
included four seconds in as many 2008 
starts. He improved to 2-for-3 this year. 
A sought-after amateur in 2006-07, 
Curry missed time with knee injuries, 
and returned cautiously this year.

“I did not have any intention to ride 
this spring,” he said. “I’ve been working 
really hard and things are going well; I 
just couldn’t afford to be in a sling. I 
was foxhunting with Jack (Fisher), rid-
ing out a little and then some people 
gave me rides and now this. I love it, 
but I’m not sure how far it will go.”

An insurance salesman during the 
week, Curry called the long final stretch 
a puzzle and even took to walking that 
section of the course backward to find 
the straightest – and shortest – line.

“For whatever reason, the ground 
here if you go at it backward you come 
up with a different line than if you walk 
it the right way,” he said. “You have to 
think about the whole section, all five 
fences. You want to jump the fourth-
last in the middle, because the third-last 
is set a little bit differently.”

Of course, riding the favorite helps too.

“Be realistic, he should have won,” 
said Curry. “I could have drawn a per-
fect algebraic equation and it might not 
have mattered. He came with a lot of 
run over the last fence.”

• Owner Bruce Fenwick found 
Bon Caddo almost two years ago, but 
passed the credit in all directions after 
the 8-year-old won the finale, a $5,000 
highweight timber. Trainer Dawn Wil-
liams, jockey Patrick Worrall, work-
mate Bequeathed, vitamins, veterinar-
ians, Fenwick spread the wealth after 
watching his horse win a slugfest with 
Haddix by a neck.

“The credit goes to Dawn and Pat-
rick. She’s doing a great job and he’s re-
ally riding well,” said Fenwick. 

Bequeathed? He dragged Bon Caddo 
up the hill on trainer Jack Fisher’s gallop 
before winning at the Loudoun Hunt 

Point-to-Point April 12. Vitamins and 
vets? They brought Bon Caddo back 
from severe dehydration after the horse 
finished third behind Coal Dust and In-
complete at Elkridge-Harford.

Bon Caddo and Haddix relaxed ear-
ly and moved into contention behind 
leader And The Eagle Flys and Little 
Dewey Know. Bon Caddo hit the last 
fence, but carried his speed late to get 
his first NSA win and Fenwick’s first as 
an owner since Main Tickle scored at 
Hard Scuffle in 1996.

Fenwick was impressed with his 
horse’s ability to rate early.

“They don’t win around here unless 
they settle and run the last part of it,” 
said Fenwick. “Every now and then 
there’s a Ben Nevis or something that 
can do it on the front end the whole 
way, but most of the time that’s not 
what happens.”

Grand National –
 Continued from page 8

Grand National Steeplechase 
Butler, Md. Saturday, April 18. Turf firm.

Amateur Jockeys

1st. $35,000. Timber stakes. 3 1/4 miles.
The Grand National.

1. Coal Dust L 165 Wyatt 
2. Private Attack L 165 Santoro 
3. Western Fling L 171 Griswold 
4. Shady Valley  165 Haynes
5. Make Your Own  165 Worrall
6. Michele Marieschi (GB) L 165 Hundt Jr.
7. Askim (NZ) L 165 Fenwick
8. Mr Liberator L 165 Meister 
Mgn: Neck. Time: 6:22.
O: Armata Stable. T: Tom Voss.
B. g. 10, Miner’s Mark-Minetonightsfirst, 
D’Accord. Bred by Dumbarton Farm (Md.).

2nd. $15,000. Allowance timber. 3 1/4 miles.
NW2

1. Patriot’s Path L 170 Curry 
2. Fort Henry (Ire) L 163 Forlano 
3. King Lear L 170 Stettinius 
4. Music To My Ears (Ire) L 170 Hundt Jr.
5. Twill Do L 170 Meister
6. Beseennotheard L 162 Chalfin 
LR. Across The Sky L 170 Boniface 
Mgn: Neck. Time: 6:27:1/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Dk.B./Br. g. 9 Carnivalay-Rode To Nowhere, 
Salutely. Bred by Jeremy Gillam (Md).

3rd. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3 miles.
NW$9,000 in 2008-09. Amateur jockeys.

1. Bon Caddo  170 Worrall
2. Haddix L 180 Santoro 
3. Little Dewey Know L 170 Stierhoff 
4. And The Eagle Flys L 170 Chalfin
5. Riderwood L 170 Smithwick 
6. Heros Among Us L 170 McKenna
LR. Yin Yang L 170 Meister
LR. Won Wild Bird  162 Stettinius
Mgn: Neck. Time: 7:54.
O: Bruce Fenwick. T: Dawn Williams.
B. g. 8, Bon Point-Tactical Info, Tactical Ad-
vantage. Bred by Marablue Farm (Canada).

Post Time is 5 o’clock with replays through the evening

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

1383 North Chatham Road, West Marlborough, Pennsylvania 19320 | 610.383.0600
w w w. t h e w h i p t a v e r n . c o m

April 29
atlanta 
foxfield 

maryland hunt cup 
queen’s cup

May 6
virginia gold cup 

winterthur 
 

May 13
iroquois 

willowdale 

Best English Pub

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

Tod Marks
Patriot’s Path (right) goes after Music To My Ears late in the allowance timber at the Grand National.
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Joe Walsh waited 15 years to garner his first NSA 
win as a trainer, but he’s still looking for his first win-
ner’s circle photo. Walsh missed General Roanoke’s 
win at the Block House Races in Tryon, N.C. April 
18. 

Walsh, who won the Carolina Cup as a jockey and 
now manages Annie Jones’ farm near Unionville, Pa., 
scored his first win in his part-time job when Cran-
more Stable’s General Roanoke took the $10,000 
maiden claiming hurdle at Block House.

Not that Walsh was there to see it.
“It’s kind of funny that it had been all that time and 

I ended up missing the race, but I was at Middleburg 
saddling another horse for Cranmore,” Walsh said. 
“But that doesn’t take away the great feeling I have. 
It’s been a long time in between drinks for me. I don’t 
think a lot of people know that was my first win in a 
sanctioned race since I got my license. We had a lot of 
success with Java To Go but his wins were all in point-
to-points. But more than anything I was happy for the 
owners and the horse. Mike and Donna Vild are great 
people and they’re really good for the game, and that 
old horse has been through a lot so he deserved to get 
a win.”

Irishman Mark Watts, who nabbed his first Ameri-
can victory a week earlier at Strawberry Hill, guided 

General Roanoke to a flag-to-wire score. The 10-year-
old son of Roanoke broke running and never looked 
back, drawing off by 4 1/4 lengths from the Karen 
Gray-trained pair of Crackmeup (Adam Helders) and 
Dutch Smoke (Darren Nagle). The time for the 2 3/8 
miles was 4:35 2/5.

“It was pretty easy, we just bounced out front and 
they couldn’t catch us, simple as that,” Watts said. 
“My horse jumped super all the way around and trav-
eled well up and down the hills. Joe had thought for a 
while that he might like this hilly course and it really 
played out that way in the race.”

Walsh purchased General Roanoke in 2004 at 
Philadelphia Park from trainer Ramon Preciado. At 
the time, the horse was in the midst of a 13-race los-
ing streak and was falling quickly down the claiming 
ranks. Walsh got a call from a friend and soon thereaf-
ter General Roanoke had a new job description.

“Wendy Graham, Eddie’s wife, saw him running 
down at Philadelphia Park and mentioned him to 
me,” Walsh said. “I looked up his breeding and liked 
it and saw he was basically just going down the ladder 
so I made an offer and bought him.”

Walsh turned out General Roanoke for the re-
mainder of 2004 and brought him back at Charlotte 
the following April, where he finished fifth. The race 
was meant to be a tightener for a winning effort in a 
$25,000 maiden claimer at Radnor a month later. The 
plan seemed on target, but it eventually resulted in an-
other extended absence.

“At Radnor it looked like he was going to get the 
job done for us. He came to the second-last with the 
lead and looked like a winner but then fell and he 
broke the back of his right knee,” Walsh said. “He 
was off for over a year and when we brought him back 
he had a few good thirds at Willowdale and Fair Hill. 
Well, he’s always been a tremendous jumper over hur-

dles so I thought he would make a nice timber horse. 
The next spring I ran him over timber at Winterthur 
and Willowdale but he just never took to it.”

General Roanoke ran once last fall, a fifth at Fox-
field, before Walsh gave him the rest of the year off. 
The win vindicated a horse that seems to finally have 
put the setbacks of the past behind him.

“He’s been a horse with a lot of nicks over the years 
and he’s not easy to train because he can be very hard 
on himself. But when he’s right he’s not bad at all,” 
Walsh said. “He just never really got a chance to show 
it, so hopefully we can keep him sound and he can build 
off this. I know he’s 10, but he doesn’t act like it.”

• Jonathan Sheppard treated the Block House fans 
with a pleasant surprise when he dropped multiple 
Grade I winner Mixed Up’s name into the entry box 
for the $25,000 allowance hurdle feature.

And Bill Pape’s charge didn’t disappoint en route to 
an easy 2 1/4-length win over Dubai Sunday (Nagle) 
and Cuse (Will Haynes).

“The race went exactly the way we hoped it would. 
We wanted to get an easier spot for him while taking 
advantage of the condition that he was eligible for, so 
that’s why we looked at Block House,” Sheppard said. 
“He’s older now so we want to see if we can get a few 
more wins into him over lesser company before we 
have to tackle the bigger horses at some point down 
the road.”

Written for non-winners of $15,000 twice in 2008-
2009, the 2 1/2-mile affair fit perfectly into Sheppard’s 
plan. Mixed Up (Danielle Hodsdon) trailed early in 
the four-horse field before moving to second entering 
the far turn. Mixed Up hit the front before the last and 
drew off through the stretch run, stopping the timer 
in 4:35 2/5. 

First 1 
General Roanoke gives
Walsh NSA victory;
Mixed Up takes feature

BY BRiAN NAdEAu

BlOck hOuSe RAceS
Saturday, April 18

Connie Bush
General Roanoke (left) surges over a fence en route to a win in the Block House maiden claimer.

See block house page 11 
Connie Bush

Pals Pride (left) charges to the front in the claimer.
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Sheppard admitted he was a little 
concerned to see Mixed Up last early, 
but was confident in the end that his 
class would more than make up for it. 

“He sat at the back, which made me 
a little nervous because Tryon can be a 
hard course to make up ground, but he 
moved into second before the last turn 
and then took the lead approaching the 
last I felt good,” Sheppard said. “I think 
he might have propped a little bit going 
over the last, and that helped the others 
draw in a bit, but Dani just shook the 
reins in the stretch and he won under a 
hand ride.”

• Karen Gray knew Bawdy Ballad 
(James Slater) would run well in his 
career debut. But even she admitted 
his 5 1/4-length win in the $15,000 
maiden hurdle took her by surprise. 
Gray’s 4-year-old son of Sultry Song 
overpowered the field in the 2 3/8-mile 
opener win easily over Heir Apparent 
(Michael Traurig) and Honour Emblem 
(Haynes).

“Going in I thought he would run 
pretty well, but he trains very aggres-
sively, so I wasn’t sure if he would relax 
enough out there,” Gray said. “In the 
mornings he’s a dead quiet horse early 
on but when he gets to training he’s very 
aggressive.” 

Bawdy Ballad broke alertly and 
proved a handful early, streaking over 
the first fence and down Tryon’s steep 
hill. 

When Gray’s other entrant, BK’s 
Double Jade ranged up and joined the 
fray, Slater was able to ease Bawdy Bal-
lad back off the pace and settle into a 
comfortable stride. The stablemates 
traveled together until the second-last 
when Bawdy Ballad made his move up 
the inside and drew off for the win. He 
covered the distance in 4:44.

Gray got Bawdy Ballad from his 
breeder Anne Haynes last fall and gave 
him a brief test over hurdles at the 
Hillsboro Hounds Point-to-Point over 
the Iroquois course in Nashville, Tenn. 
March 16.

“He had a little leg issue so Anne 
turned him out. With her going back to 
school and being so busy, and me hav-
ing the room, it seemed like a good fit,” 
said Gray, who is based in Nashville. 
“He got to run over a few hurdles at 
Hillsboro and it set him up. We’ve still 
got to work on him a bit more but to see 
him win while not really relaxing has us 
very excited about the future.”

• You can chalk it up to the racing 
gods intervening or a blend of luck and 
hard work. You can definitely call it a 
nice catch ride for Nagle.

The jockey replaced the Middleburg-
bound Bernie Dalton on Kevin Pallis-
ter’s Pals Pride and guided the former 
3-year-old champion to a neck win over 
Swimming River (Watts) and Summers-
ville (Helders) in the $15,000 claiming 
hurdle. The final time for the 2 3/8 miles 
was 4:27 3/5.

“I’ve got to give credit to Bernie for 
putting in a good word for me,” Nagle 
said. “He was going to ride him but 
decided to go to Middleburg at the last 
minute, so I got the call an it worked 
out perfectly.”

After breaking off in front, Nagle got 
Pals Pride to settle in behind the lead-
ing pair of Fabi’s Legacy and Swimming 
River. A usual front-runner himself, Pals 
Pride turned off nicely for Nagle and 

rallied turning for home before overtak-
ing Swimming River late for his fifth ca-
reer hurdle win.

Nagle, aboard Pals Pride for the first 
time at Tryon, marveled at the former 
champion and his trainer.

“It’s a real credit to the job Kevin has 
done with him over the years. He was 
3-year-old champion and now he’s still 
going strong at 10,” Nagle said. “He’s 
kind of a one-paced horse and Kevin 
told me to ride him as handy as I could. 
When that pair blew by me I was content 
to settle in because I thought they were 
going too fast and would come back 
and that’s exactly what happened.”

Pals Pride burst on the scene way 
back in 2002, when he won the Glad-
stone (over Bubble Economy and Coal 
Dust, no less) at Far Hills in his first 
career hurdle start. Winning the Glad-
stone usually secures the 3-year-old 
championship, and it did for Pals Pride. 
It also can mean a career of anonymity 
for the winner. And it did initially for 
Pals Pride.

He followed up the Gladstone with 
one more start at 3, a second in the 
Woolfe Memorial at Camden. Then, 
starting with a distant fifth in the 2003 
Imperial Cup, which kicked off Pals 
Pride’s life outside the 3-year-old ranks, 
he went winless in his next 15 hurdle 
starts. He finally broke the streak Oct. 
26, 2006 at Aiken – more than four 
years after the Gladstone – by winning 
a $15,000 claimer by 7 lengths. After 
missing all of 2007 with nagging leg in-
juries, Pals Pride returned in 2008 and 
won a Stoneybrook allowance over Be 
Certain and Sermon Of Love. His win 
at Tryon marked his fourth score in his 
last eight starts.   

Pallister has hinted at retirement for 
his North Carolina homebred on more 
than one occasion, but the veteran just 
keeps winning. Others have mentioned 
a career change,  but, well, he just keeps 
winning races.

“Everybody keeps asking me if my 
horse would do timber,” Pallister said. 
“He would, but he’s had some leg issues 
and things. I never really wanted to do 
it with him. I’m afraid he wouldn’t hold 
up and, besides, he’s still got some class. 
He’s still winning some hurdle races.”

Block House Races 
Tryon, N.C. Saturday, April 18. Turf firm.

1st. $15,000. Mdn. hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.  
1. Bawdy Ballad L 142 Slater
2. Heir Apparent (SAf) L 154 Traurig 
3. Honour Emblem L 149 Haynes 
4. Bk’s Double Jade L 149 Helders 
5. Sermonize L 149 Nagle
6. Mr. Pike L 154 Hodsdon
7. Class Miner  139 Spate
Mgn: 5 1/4. Time: 4:44.
O/T: Karen Gray.
B. g. 4, Sultry Song-Ersatz, Clever Trick. 
Bred by Anne Haynes (Ky).

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price.

1. General Roanoke  148 Watts 
2. Crackmeup L 143 Helders 
3. Dutch Smoke L 143 Nagle 
4. English Dancer L 143 Haynes
5. Sword Of Dubai L 156 Slater 
LR. The Manner Born L 148 Hodsdon
Mgn: 4 1/4 Time: 4:35 2/5. 
O: Cranmore Stable. T: Joe Walsh.
B. g. 10, Roanoke-Steely’s Punch, Two Punch. 
Bred by John & Judith Tomczak (Pa.).

3rd. $15,000. Clm. hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.
$20,000-$15,000 clm. price.

1. Pals Pride L 141 Nagle 
2. Swimming River L 143 Watts 
3. Summersville L 137 Helders
4. River Bed L 140 Slater 
5. Fabi’s Legacy L 144 Spate
6. Bow Strada (GB) L 148 Hodsdon 
7. Socca Beat (Chi) L 143 W. Haynes
Mgn: 1/4 Time: 4:27 3/5. 
O: Little Bay Racing Stable. T: Kevin Pallister.
B. g. 10, Rock Point-Joli Princess, Lejoli.
Bred by Kevin Pallister (NC).

4th. $25,000 allow. hurdle. 2 1/2 miles.
NW $15,000 twice in 2008-09 other than.

1. Mixed Up  158 Hodsdon 
2. Dubai Sunday (Jpn) L 143 Nagle 
3. Cuse L 143 Haynes 
4. Orchid Princess L 150 Spate
Mgn: 2 1/4 Time: 4:45 3/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 10, Carnivalay-Oh Nonsense, Oh Say. 
Bred by Bill Pape and Jonatan Sheppard (Pa.).

Connie Bush
Mixed Up floats to the wire in the feature.

Block House –
 Continued from page 10

Connie Bush
Bawdy Ballad rates early in the maiden.

COME PIG OUT!
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Dawn Hood and Larry Hood,
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from baseball fields)

Unionville, PA 19375

610-347-1670
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NEW KENT, Va. – Mark Watts 
walked out of the jockey’s room like he 
was late for a blind date.

 “Excuse me, was it you who wanted 
to talk to me?” Watts asked a nearby 
reporter.

The reporter smiled, tried to main-
tain some semblance of professionalism 
and then quickly feigned to his left as 
Carl Rafter catapulted a bucket of wa-
ter at the unsuspecting Watts. 

Congratulations on your first winner, 
Mark. 

Watts guided Irv Naylor’s Tax Ruling 
to take the featured $25,000 allowance 
at the Strawberry Hill Races at Colonial 
Downs April 11. A cold bucket of wa-
ter on a dreary day doesn’t feel so bad 
when you’ve been through what Watts 
has.

Tax Ruling broke running and 
opened 6 lengths early before Watts 
settled the Desmond Fogarty trainee. 
Baby League (Danielle Hodsdon) joined 
the battle and took a short lead after a 
mile. They raced in tandem down the 

backstretch the final time, with Seeking 
No More, Sir Elton and Ouninpohja 
drawing closer. 

On the far turn, Tax Ruling ap-
peared to drift to the outside and tire 
while Baby League, Zozimus and Oun-
inpohja looked to be traveling the best. 
Baby League soared the last and built 
a 2-length lead on Zozimus and a sud-
denly resolute Tax Ruling. Watts went 
to work in deep stretch and Tax Ruling 
climbed back into it to pass Zozimus 
(Liam McVicar) and Baby League in 
the final strides and win the three-horse 
photo by a neck. The winner covered 
the 2 1/4 miles in 4:24 2/5.

“My horse is really tough and he 
never gives up,” Watts said. “Even when 
we got passed turning for home he dug 
in and was able to come again on the 
outside. For him to give up the lead and 
then come on again shows what kind of 
heart he has.”

His jockey would know. A nasty spill 

at Ireland’s Punchestown Racecourse 
in November 2006 left the 30-year-old 
with a ruptured spleen.

 “I was in intensive care for 21 days 
and ultimately missed 10 months of 
action,” Watts said. “The first doctor 
told me not to ride and I said ‘I have to 
ride, so I better get a second opinion.’ I 
eventually got cleared and starting rid-
ing again, but when you’re away for so 
long it’s tough to make it back.”

Watts returned to riding in May 2007 
but found it difficult to get mounts. Af-
ter struggling for the remainder of the 
season it was time for a career change. 
His friend Robbie Walsh recommended 
a trip to the United States to test the wa-
ters. After a discussing it with his wife, 
Yvonne, Watts headed to Fair Hill, Md. 
for a month-long trial. He noticed a 
change as soon as he arrived.

“Back home you don’t get as much 
respect as you do here,” Watts said. “I 
got hurt and was kind of forgotten, even 
though I rode for some top outfits like 
Paddy Mullins and such. Over there it’s 
tough to get respect and even tougher to 
keep it once you do. The longer you’re 
out the more they forget about you. So 
coming over was like a fresh start for 
me.”

Watts worked horses in the morning 
for Ben Guessford and Liz Merryman, 
among others, during his one-month 
stint and headed back to Ireland know-
ing it would be a short-lived return.

“It worked out so well that a month 
later I went back home and got my 
wife and my kids, Leah and Ellen, and 

moved back here for good,” Watts said. 
“When I got back I landed a job work-
ing with Graham Motion and Desmond 
and Mr. Naylor have been really good 
to me along the way as well. To get my 
first winner for them, on a horse they 
put me on, I couldn’t ask for anything 
more.”

Watts won 19 races in Ireland in a 
career that began with a few rides dur-
ing the 2001-02 season. 

• When you have an overflow stable 
of classy maidens tearing down the 
barn, decisions often get made for you. 
Just open the condition book, find the 
next race meet and look for the term 
“maiden hurdle.” And then enter. 

Well, at least if you’re Tom Voss.
The Voss assembly line built another 

good-looking maiden winner over the 
winter and had him dappled and pol-
ished to the second. The Fields Stable’s 
Left Unsaid did the rest. Under a confi-
dent and patient ride by Padge Whelan, 
Left Unsaid thoroughly outclassed the 
field and won the $15,000 maiden hur-
dle by 3 1/2 lengths over Class Deputy 
and Global Genius. The final time for 
the 2 1/4 miles was 4:31 4/5.

 And why Strawberry Hill, Tom?
“I’ve got 14 maidens in the barn right 

now, you’ve got to run them where ever 
you can,” he said. “It’s getting tough to 
spot them right now because they’re all 
ready to run. With 14 of them it’s tough 
to split them apart and find a spot. We 

Betsy Parker
Four days before the deadline, Tax Ruling heads for home in the Strawberry Hill feature. 

Splashdown
Tax Ruling lands feature to give
Irishman Watts first U.S. victory
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left Unsaid floats to the finish with a maiden hurdle win in his steeplechase debut.
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weren’t really looking at Strawberry Hill but you’ve 
got to run them when they’re ready and when the spots 
are there for you. He was ready to roll out there.”

Like a golf ball down a highway. Class Deputy 
(Richard Boucher) bounded to the early lead with first-
time starter Whistling Deputy keeping him honest. 
Left Unsaid tracked the sparring leaders from fourth 
and idled there until the field entered the far turn. 

Whelan tipped Left Unsaid three deep and went 
after the leaders. Class Deputy put away Whistling 
Deputy near the final fence, but Left Unsaid nailed the 
last and drew off nearing the line. Class Deputy held 
second over Global Genius (McVicar).

“I was just waiting to give him his cue and let him 
go, and when I did he just took off,” Whelan said. 
“He’s a nice young horse that is very professional at 
this stage of his career. It’s impressive to see a young 
horse that has all the tools and be this mature even 
before his first race.”

The 4-year-old son of Dynaformer made nine starts 
on the flat for Bobby Frankel. Though he failed to 
break his maiden he showed enough promise to at-
tract interest from Voss, who made the purchase for 
The Fields Stable last summer. Voss began schooling 
him shortly thereafter but elected to wait until Left 
Unsaid’s 4-year-old season. He chose Strawberry Hill, 
well, because it was there.

“He’s been schooling since last fall but we didn’t 
run him as a 3-year-old,” Voss said. “Coming into 
(Strawberry Hill) he already had several schools so 
he’s the type of horse that you’re OK with winning in 
their first start because of the maturity he’s shown up 
to this point. He’s one of the best maidens we have.”

• Neil Morris knew it was just a matter of finding 
Humdinger’s proper level. McVicar knew it was just a 
matter of getting to the front. Once there, trainer and 
jockey knew Humdinger would take care of the rest.

Kinross Farm’s Humdinger did just that, winning 
the $15,000 conditioned claimer by a length over 
Swimming River (Robbie Walsh) and Change Course 
(Paddy Young). Swimming River took position up 
front and led the field by as many as 5 lengths through 
the first 2 miles, while Humdinger kept a close eye on 
the proceedings in second. Change Course and Silent 
Vow followed and as the field entered the final turn the 
decision was still in the balance.

McVicar moved first, going after Swimming River 
and drawing even as they sprinted clear of Change 
Course and Silent Vow. Humdinger took a short lead 
approaching the last and held off his trio of pursuers. 
Swimming River salvaged second over Silent Vow, who 
was later disqualified after Whelan failed to weigh in, 
(handing third to Change Course). The winner cov-
ered the 2 1/4 miles in 4:27 3/5.

“He’s a tough little horse, he was keen out there to-
day, but also really strong. He hit every jump great for 
me,” McVicar said. “I tried to get him to stalk as best I 
could and then turn up the pressure turning for home. 
When he took command coming out of the stretch I 
knew there would be no catching him.”

Humdinger made a good impression on Morris, 
breaking his maiden at first asking at Foxfield in April 
2007, but he struggled in five subsequent allowance 
races, finishing second once and third once. Morris 
dropped him in for a $25,000 tag at Willowdale last 
May and Humdinger ran third, though beaten more 
than 12 lengths. After a disappointing seventh for 
$20,000 at Fair Hill 13 days later, Morris regrouped 
and pointed to the fall and lesser company. Hum-
dinger responded last October at Morven Park with a 
good second to the streaking Slip Away for $15,000. 
He bettered that in November, when he closed from 
12 lengths back to win against similar company at 
Montpelier. Morris entered Strawberry Hill confident 
Humdinger had found his ceiling.

“He’s a nice, handy little horse that’s turned out to 
be pretty good. He got outrun a few times last year but 
I think we’re finally finding his comfort level and he’s 
responding,” Morris said. “Last year he got run off his 
feet a bit but when we finally dropped him down at 
Morven Park he seemed to get going again. His win at 
Montpelier was a nice effort and coming here we felt 
he would run well. We got a little excited turning for 
home when he made his move and when I saw him go 
by the stands with his ears pricked I knew he would be 
tough from there.”

• Todd Wyatt noted that he “quietly” got Most 
Bossest back jogging last September after he suffered 
a bowed tendon in 2007. His Strawberry Hill win was 
as quiet as an airport runway.

Most Bossest returned from an 18-month layoff 
and ran his foes off their feet in the opener, a $10,000 
maiden claiming hurdle, with the help of a brilliant 
give-and-take ride by Whelan. Most Bossest broke 

Strawberry Hill –
 Continued from page 12

See strawberry hIll page 14 

Betsy Parker
Humdinger (right) skips over a fence in his win.
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running and immediately set up on the 
front end as Cozy Lane and Harrys 
Crown settled in behind. Most Bossest 
maintained a measured, 2-length lead 
for the first 2 miles and landed over the 
last with plenty left to hold off the hard-
charging Eagle Beagle (Young) for a 
neck score. Harrys Crown (Rafter) took 
third.  The final time of 4:20 4/5 for the 
2 1/4 miles easily topped the four races 
at the distance.

“I know you can’t judge the race 
solely on the time, but it was pretty 
quick, so I think it stacks up as a very 
good performance,” Wyatt said. “I told 
Padge to act like he was going to the 
lead and if he got it, fine, and if not then 
sit back off of them. I thought he gave 
him a great ride, he was able to give him 
a little breather and catch his breath and 
then stay clear.”

The Most Bossest story began 15 
years ago, when Wyatt spent the winter 
working for trainer Guadalupe Precia-
do at Philadelphia Park. Fast forward to 
2007, when Most Bossest was running 
on the flat for Preciado.

“I got to know Guadalupe a little 
bit when I worked for him in 1994 so 
that’s how I got this horse from him,” 
Wyatt said. “He was struggling on the 
flat and needed a change so it seemed 
like it could be a good fit.”

Most Bossest made his debut for 
Wyatt in May 2007 at Radnor, running 
fourth in a $30,000 maiden claimer. 
He placed third in his next three starts 
against open maidens before heading to 

the sidelines in October 2007. Wyatt re-
grouped and gave the son of Ghazi 2008 
off. He tested Most Bossest in a Pied-
mont Point-to-Point flat race March 21 
and saw enough to aim for Strawberry 
Hill.

“We got him going again last Sep-
tember and decided to point to the 
spring. He got a nice tightener for us at 
Piedmont and we entered here just hop-
ing to win a race with him,” Wyatt said. 
“He just wasn’t quite getting the job 
done (against open maidens) and then 
he got a tendon at the Morven Park race 
so we just gave him some time. He can 
be a useful horse if we can keep him go-
ing.”  

WE NEED YOU

2008 stakes winner 
and Grade I-placed 
Preemptive Strike.

610-656-3990
sanna@kennett.net

oin the Sanna Hendriks team that has 
produced champions McDynamo and 
Pompeyo, timber champion Irish Prince, 
Grade I winners Praise The Prince and 
Lord Zada, Maryland Hunt Cup winner 
The Bruce and more. 

15 wins and best “strike rate” (26%) 
among NSA Top 10 in 2008.

J

Tod Marks

Strawberry Hill Races
New Kent, Va. Saturday, April 11. Turf: Good.

1st. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Most Bossest L 156 Whelan 
2. Eagle Beagle L 152 Young
3. Harrys Crown L 152 Rafter
4. Society Milliner (Ire) L 143 McVicar
5. Sand Box Rules L 148 Aizpuru
PU. Sabotage L 143 Mackenzie
PU. Delawarelovedoctor L 148 Watts
PU. Cozy Lane L 148 Walsh
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:20 4/5.
O/T: Todd Wyatt.
Ch. g. 6, Ghazi-Glowing Gal, Sunny’s Halo. 
Bred by Hidden Lane Farm (Ky).

2nd. $15,000. Cond. clm. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles. 
NW3. $20,000-$15,000 clm. price

1. Humdinger L 139 McVicar
2. Swimming River L 144 Walsh
3. Change Course L 144 Young
4. Fantorini L 140 Aizpuru
5. Junood  148 Dalton
*DQ. Silent Vow L 146 Whelan
*From 3rd (jockey failed to weigh in).
Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 4:27 3/5.
O: Kinross Farm. T: Neil Morris.
B. g. 6 Broad Brush-Indy Pick, A.P. Indy.
Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky).

3rd. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. Left Unsaid L 142 Whelan
2. Class Deputy  154 Boucher
3. Global Genius (Ire) L 149 McVicar
4. Better Be Ready L 154 Rafter
5. Blue Rider L 154 Walsh
6. Cahill’s Touch L 154 Young
7. Italian Wedding L 142 Hodsdon
8. Whistling Deputy L 154 Aizpuru
PU. Mister Twine L 154 Dalton
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 4:31 4/5.
O: The Fields Stable. T: Tom Voss.

B. g. 4 Dynaformer-Hello Soso (Ire), Alzao.
Bred by Jerry Amerman & Bobby Frankel (Ky).

4th. $25,000. Allow. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
NW1X.

1. Tax Ruling L 148 Watts
2. Zozimus L 147 McVicar
3. Baby League L 144 Hodsdon
4. Ouninpohja (Ire) L 144 Whelan
5. Rainbows For Luck L 152 Walsh
6. Sir Elton (NZ) L 144 Young
PU. Class Real Rock  142 Boucher
PU. Seeking No More L 152 Aizpuru
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:24 2/5.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Dk.B./Br. g. 6 Dynaformer-Fantastic Find, Mr. 
Prospector. Bred by Phipps Stable (Ky).

5th. Training flat. 1 1/4 miles.
1. C R’s Deputy L 155 Young
2. Freeboard L 155 Aizpuru
3. I Know Its Not L 155 Rafter
4. Swagger Stick L 155 Whelan
5. Class Century  145 Boucher
6. In Denial L 155 Hodsdon
7. Vine Hill L 155 Walsh
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 2:16 1/5.
O: Barracuda Stable. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 5 Deputy Commander-Splendid Victory, 
Atticus. Bred by Tracy Farmer (Ky).

Strawberry Hill –
 Continued from page 13

Betsy Parker
Most Bossest leads in the maiden claimer. 

Buy, sell, feed, ship, ride, 
train or own a winner?
Advertise it in The Times

call 410-392-JuMp
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MONKTON, Md. – Study blood-
lines. Scan charts. Read the Racing 
Form. Watch horses in the paddock. 
Look in every barn. Peer over every 
fence. Go to the sales. Think about put-
ting in a claim. 

You can find a racehorse a thousand 
ways. Or you can ask your daughter 
about her foxhunter. 

While searching for a quality timber 
horse for client Bob Kinsley in 2005, 
trainer Ann Stewart considered In-
complete. The bay gelding belonged to 
Stewart’s daughter Beth Garner, went 
cubbing once and even won a green 
class at a hunter trial. He also  turned 
out to be too fast, too strong, too much 
for Garner to handle.

“He just wasn’t a lady’s hunter and 
that’s what I need,” said Garner. “He 
was so fresh, he just wasn’t for me. 
When you only ride once a week, they 
have to be pushbutton and pretty good 
at everything. He was good but. . .”

But not pushbutton.
When another horse didn’t work out, 

Stewart bought Incomplete for Kinsley. 
Impressed from the start, but not sure 
what she had, she mapped out a plan 
built on patience that culminated with a 

victory in the $30,000 My Lady’s Man-
or timber stakes April 11. The horse has 
few limits from this point forward.

Incomplete (Charlie Fenwick III) 
rated near the back of the 10-horse 
field for a mile, eased into contention 
through the middle stages and seized 
the race with an inside run to the final 
turn. From there, the 8-year-old son of 
Press Card sprinted home to win by 10 
1/4 lengths in 6:18 for the 3 miles over 
a yielding turf course. South Monarch 
(Jody Petty) hung on for second with J. 
Alfred Prufrock (Conrad Somers) third.

Fenwick spoke for everyone when he 
discussed the horse’s achievements.

“I like him a lot,” said the jockey, 
also Stewart’s son. “Now what? I don’t 
know. For this horse, I wanted to win a 
big race with him this year and now he’s 
done it. That’s a success.”

Incomplete improved to 3-for-3 
in NSA starts with solo wins in 2007 
(amateur highweight timber) and 2008 
(allowance timber) – both at the Grand 
National – and set himself on a course 
for even more though you never know 
with Stewart.

“This is what I really wanted to see 
and I’ll be honest, you never know until 
they do it,” she said. “Charlie had to 
go a little earlier than he wanted, but 
he was able to do it. He got just where 
I wanted before the last and that’s what 
matters.”

Stewart-trained horses have won 
four Maryland Hunt Cups, including 
Askim in 2008, and Incomplete would 
appear to be on course for that timber 
test someday. When remains to be seen, 
especially with Askim still in the barn. 

Douglas Lees
Incomplete (left) powers away from the field 
in the My lady’s Manor timber stakes.

Mission AccomplishedIncomplete gets
his big payday,
continues climb

BY joE CLANCY

My lAdy’S MANOR RAceS
Saturday, April 11

See manor page 18 
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Search and view security camera video from a timeline
Arm, disarm and monitor the status of your security system
Receive e-mail and phone alerts
Monitor and control temperature settings
Turn on or off interior & exterior lighting
Set lawn and garden irrigation schedules
View security system event history and temperature 
trend-lines over time
...and much more

*Features vary depending on components selected for installation. iPhoneTM and iPod touch® are trademarks of Apple Inc.
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“I’ve been doing this long enough 
to know there are three or four bears 
that weren’t here today,” said Fenwick. 
“They’re not here because if you’re 
going to the (Virginia) Gold Cup and 
that’s your priority why are you going 
to jump these big fences? This horse 
could do the Gold Cup or the Hunt Cup 
someday. You can’t say that about too 
many horses.”

Incomplete’s unlikely road to star-
dom began in 2003 at Laurel Park. 
He made 29 starts on the flat – 22 as a 
3-year-old in 2004 – and won twice (for 
claiming tags of $10,000 and $15,000). 
Bred and owned by Hugo Procopio, In-
complete raced for trainer Greg Wilson 
and caught the eye of Maryland horse-
woman Dawn Williams.

“You had to take him to the track 
with a chain shank and he’d come back 
in a lather no matter if it was 15 degrees 
or 85,” said Williams, who trains a few 
steeplechasers and show horses. “He 
just hated it. I love to see a horse find 
something he’s good at.”

After losing a $5,000 claimer by 31 
1/2 lengths March 30, 2005, Incom-
plete soon moved to Williams’ care at 
Bruce Fenwick’s Belmont Farm near 
the Maryland Hunt Cup course. There 
to be sold or made into something else 
more productive, Incomplete followed 
the paths of his siblings Calico Sioux 
(who raced over hurdles for Williams) 
and Sioux Sunset (a 2008 Maryland 
Horse Shows Association champion in 
the adult amateur division). 

Stewart saw Incomplete that summer 
and suggested him as a hunter for her 
daughter. They got along, but Incom-
plete wanted to be more than a hunter.

“Ann put a lot of time and effort into 
him and it’s really paid off,” said Wil-
liams. “You have to be pretty patient 
to do it that way, it’s been almost four 
years now, but look at him. He really 
likes what he’s doing and you can tell 
that when you watch him run.”

• Patriot’s Path went to Camden for 
the allowance timber race March 28 
and checked in third. Speedy rivals He’s 
A Conniver and Orison won the race to 
the finish line, but small fences and a 
fast, flat course beat Patriot’s Path too.

Shipped home by owner Irv Naylor 
and trainer Desmond Fogarty, Patriot’s 
Path looked far more at home over the 
Manor’s hilly course and stiff timber. 
Patriot’s Path (Darren Nagle) galloped 
past Voler Bar Nuit and Toughkenamon 
midway through the race and kept go-
ing. The 9-year-old built a commanding 
lead and won by 10 1/2 lengths over the 
late-running Messomania (Jacob Rob-
erts) and Toughkenamon (Jason Gris-
wold) in 6:39 for the 3 miles.

“There was no pace in the race and 
he got to the front which I wasn’t meant 
to do until after the last,” said Nagle. 
“We did everything we could to get him 
to win last year and he couldn’t. The 

Manor –
 Continued from page 16

Douglas Lees
Patriot’s Path (right) shadows Toughkenamon early in the maiden timber.

My lady’s Manor
Monkton, Md. Saturday, April 11. Turf: Yielding.

1st. $30,000. Timber stakes. 3 miles.
The My lady’s Manor

1. Incomplete L 165 Fenwick
2. South Monarch L 165 Petty
3. J. Alfred Prufrock  165 Somers
4. Woodmont L 165 Thompson
5. Tacloban L 165 Dowling
6. Albert’s Crossing L 165 Slater
7. Foiled Again L 165 J. Murphy
PU. Royal’s Quest L 165 Meister
PU. Uppercut  165 Chalfin
PU. Brimson  165 Miller
Mgn: 10 1/4. Time: 6:18.
O: Robert Kinsley. T: Ann Stewart.
B. g. 8 Press Card-Sioux Lady, Poker.
Bred by Hugo Procopio (Md).

2nd. $15,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
Amateur jockeys.

1. Patriot’s Path L 160 Nagle
2. Messomania L 156 Roberts
3. Toughkenamon L 175 Griswold
4. Wazee Moto  159 Williams
5. Meet At Eleven (Ire) L 168 McKenna
F. Template L 157 Stierhoff
PU. Voler Bar Nuit L 165 Meister
PU. Incaseyouraminer L 160 Swope
PU. Bold Quest  167 Worrall
PU. Take Harry L 160 Santoro
Mgn: 10 1/2. Time: 6:39.
O: Irv Naylor. T: Desmond Fogarty.
Dk.B./Br. g. 9 Carnivalay-Rode To Nowhere, 
Salutely. Bred by Jeremy Gillam (Md).

3rd. $5,000. Highweight timber. 3 miles.
NW$9,000 in 2008-09. Amateur jockeys.

1. Haddix L 175 Santoro
2. King Lear L 170 Stettinius
3. Little Dewey Know L 160 Stierhoff
LR. Ice Is Nice L 165 Nagle
LR. Michele Marieschi (GB) L 175 Hundt
Mgn: 3 1/4. Time: 7:11 1/5.
O: Perry Bolton. T: Kathy McKenna.
Dk.B./Br. g. 7 Deputy Commander-Dysham, 
Dynaformer. Bred by Hidden Point Farm (Fla).

See manor page 19 
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last thing we thought he needed was 
to go out in front but big fences help 
him. He’s a great jumper. He wouldn’t 
be the quickest in the world, but he gal-
lops and jumps. This would be perfect 
for him.”

Patriot’s Path won for just the second 
time in a 41-start career dating back to 
life as a flat horse with breeder/owner/
trainer Jeremy Gillam. As a timber 
horse, Patriot’s Path finished second in 
all four starts last year – chasing home 
stakes stars Bubble Economy and Move 
West among others.

• Michele Marieschi (George Hundt 
Jr.) controlled the pace in the $5,000 
amateur highweight timber, but had 
company. Dangerous company. Loose 
horse Ice Is Nice kept the leader com-
pany over several fences. With no 
runout option through the center, Ice Is 
Nice jumped the wing at one fence and 
veered into Michele Marieschi at anoth-
er. The collision sent Hundt to the turf 
and changed the race. 

Haddix (Billy Santoro) took over 
from there and resisted a challenge from 
King Lear (Suzanne Stettinius) to win by 
3 1/4 lengths with Little Dewey Know 
(James Stierhoff) third. Owned by Perry 
Bolton, Haddix covered the 3 miles in 
7:11 1/5. The 7-year-old son of Deputy 
Commander started his jump career as 
a 3-year-old in 2005 (placing third in 
the Gladstone Stakes at Far Hills), but 
left hurdling as a maiden. Since switch-
ing to timber, he’s now won twice – in 
amateur highweight timber races at the 
Manor – in five starts.

Aboard for the first time, Santoro en-
joyed his trip.

“The horse was a pleasure to ride,” 
said the jockey. “He jumped beautifully. 
He did it nicely and he was totally re-
laxed.”

Santoro had a good view of Ice Is 
Nice and Michele Marieschi.

“l saw it early enough that I was 
able to avoid it, but the situation was 
pretty dicey for quite awhile,” he said. 
“The loose horse had lots of room to go 
wherever he wanted, but he stayed right 
there, then he came back in toward the 
horses (in the race). I was lucky enough 
to be far enough behind that I was out 
of the way.”

Manor –
 Continued from page 18
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Douglas Lees
Haddix scales a fence in the highweight timber.
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Saturday, April 25........................Atlanta
Kingston, Ga. www.atlantasteeplechase.org

Saturday, April 25..............Foxfield Spring
Charlottesville, Va. www.foxfieldraces.com

Saturday, April 25.........Maryland Hunt Cup
Glyndon, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

Saturday, April 25................. Queen’s Cup
Mineral Springs, N.C. www.queenscup.org

Saturday, May 2 .............Virginia Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. www.vagoldcup.com

Sunday, May 3....................... Winterthur
Winterthur, Del. www.winterthur.org

Saturday, May 9 ........................ Iroquois
Nashville, Tenn. www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Sunday, May 10 .................... Willowdale
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

Saturday, May 16 .........Radnor Hunt Races
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorraces.org

Sunday, May 17 ..................... High Hope
Lexington, Ky. www.highhopesteeplechase.com

Saturday, May 23 ...................... Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

2009 NSA Spring Schedule

See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates.

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Robbie Walsh ....................20 4 4 0 $61,850 .20
Danielle Hodsdon ..............14 3 3 2 70,900 .21
Paddy Young .....................15 3 2 4 81,050 .20
Padge Whelan ...................16 3 2 3 43,850 .18
Xavier Aizpuru ...................15 3 1 2 58,250 .20
Jody Petty .........................16 2 4 0 58,050 .13
Carl Rafter .........................16 2 3 4 38,450 .13
Darren Nagle .......................7 2 1 2 26,100 .28
Mark Watts..........................4 2 1 0 23,700 .50
Liam McVicar ....................15 1 3 2 25,600 .06

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jonathan Sheppard ...........18 4 3 2 $83,600 .22
Jack Fisher ........................19 4 2 4 111,100 .21
Tom Voss ..........................14 3 2 2 54,350 .21
Janet Elliot ..........................6 3 2 0 24,300 .50
Desmond Fogarty ................8 3 1 1 40,700 .38
Doug Fout .........................17 2 2 2 79,450 .11
Kathy McKenna ...................9 2 1 2 19,450 .22
Julie Gomena ......................7 2 1 1 24,100 .28
Karen Gray ........................14 1 2 5 22,350 .07
Arch Kingsley ......................6 1 2 0 19,400 .17

owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Bill Pape ..............................6 3 0 1 $54,500 .50
Sonny Via ............................4 1 0 2 51,250 .25
Maggie Bryant .....................7 1 0 2 46,250 .14
Irv Naylor ..........................12 3  1 1 41,600 .25
Calvin Houghland ................7 1 3 0 25,350 .14
Arcadia Stable .....................4 2 0 0 24,000 .50
Armata Stable .....................3 1 0 1 22,500 .33
Karen Gray ........................14 1 2 5 22,350 .07
Whitewood Stable ...............4 1 0 1 20,100 .25
Bob Kinsley .........................2 1 0 1 19,500 .50

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Good Night Shirt .................1 1 0 0 $45,000 1.00
Isti Bee (NZ) ........................2 1 0 1 43,500 .50
Mixed Up .............................2 2 0 0 42,000 1.00
Coal Dust ............................1 1 0 0 21,000 1.00
Patriot’s Path .......................3 2 0 1 20,000 .67
Rare Bush ...........................2 1 0 1 19,500 .50
Bee Charmer (Ire) ...............1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00
Incomplete ..........................1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00
Preemptive Strike ................2 0 1 0 16,500 .00
It’s My Choice .....................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00

NSA Standings
ToP 10 THRoUGH APRIl 24

Multiple stakes winner paradise’s Boss retired
Ann Stern’s Paradise’s Boss, who won seven stakes during his career over hurdles, 

has been retired by trainer Jack Fisher due to a recurring leg injury. Paradise’s Boss 
was scheduled to run in the Grade III Temple Gwathmey at Middleburg April 18 
when Fisher noticed something amiss on the 9-year-old the morning of the race.

“His leg had some sensitivity in it, I didn’t ultrasound it, but I wasn’t comfort-
able running him,” Fisher said. “Instead of breaking him, I decided to retire him 
to be a foxhunter.”

After winning three times from 10 starts on the flat for trainer Terri Pompay, 
Paradise’s Boss excelled when purchased by Stern and switched to hurdles. He 
made his first jump start at Strawberry Hill in April 2004 and proved an immediate 
success, drawing off by 8 1/4 lengths. Paradise’s Boss streaked to a novice cham-
pionship later that fall with successive wins in a Saratoga allowance, the Legacy 
Cup at Shawan Downs and the Grade I Foxbrook at Far Hills. He won three 
more graded stakes in 2005: the Meadow Brook at Belmont, Ferguson at Colonial 
Downs and A.P. Smithwick at Saratoga.

Injuries began to take their toll on Paradise’s Boss in 2006 and he missed all of 
that season with a bowed tendon. After a brief three-race campaign in 2007, which 
included wins in the Imperial Cup and Grade III Marcellus Frost, Paradise’s Boss 
once again bowed and missed the fall of 2007 and all of 2008. Fisher brought him 
back this spring in the Imperial Cup at Aiken March 21, where Paradise’s Boss ran 
a game second to Mixed Up in what would be his final career start.

Bred in Florida by Juan Escobar, Paradise’s Boss ends his steeplechase career 
with nine wins from 17 starts and his $333,980 in career earnings 30th on the all-
time list. He retires with an overall career record of 27-12-4-3 and total lifetime 
earnings of $379,500. 

Willowdale meet gets help from new sponsor
The Willowdale Steeplechase signed up Downtown Associates as the title spon-

sor, replacing the troubled Acorn Capital Mangement, which was hit with a variety 
of charges from the Securities and Exchange Commission this month. 

Set for May 10 at its course near Kennett Square, Pa., Willowdale had already 
cut its purses slightly in response to some sponsor decreases and faced an even 
greater shortfall without Acorn.

Downtown Associates, a local investment firm, stepped in and made an instant 
difference.

“They felt it was important to support a community event and it really makes a 
difference for us,” said Laurie Prysock, Willowdale’s race director. “This allows us 
to have some cushion, still contribute to our beneficiary and not worry about the 
effects of a rainy day if we have one.”

Prysock said parking space sales are up from last year and that tickets for the 
Water Jump Ball are selling well.

Based in an office at Willowdale, Acorn and its owner Tony Young have been 
charged with misappropriating more than $23 million from investors to pay other 
investors and to buy luxury personal items including a vacation home in Palm 
Beach, Fla. The FBI raided Acorn’s office Friday, April 17 and issued a press release 
announcing the charges. A federal judge issued a temporary restraining order freez-
ing assets and imposing other emergency relief for approximately 40 investors.

Young lives on a farm near Coatesville, and has owned some steeplechase horses 
in addition to being involved in polo. 

Jockey fund raiser set for Willowdale May 10
Willowdale will host a party to benefit injured steeplechase jockeys after the 

races. The event includes food, refreshments, live music and fun in the tent behind 
the water jump parking area. The event begins after the last race with donations 
being taken in advance and at the door. Call Matt McCarron at (410) 908-0330 
for information.

STeeplechASe NeWS

Tod Marks
Paradise’s Boss, with Xavier Aizpuru and trainer Jack Fisher, retires to life as a foxhunter.
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Frank DiBella  
Deluxe Horse Vans, Inc.

39 Sheridan Lane, Pottstown, PA 19464
Phone: 610-495-2270. Fax: 610-495-2273

www.frankdibella.com

THE CHOICE
OF CHAMPIONS

MVP Stable .........................Ernie Moulos
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Sunshine Numbers ...............................$15,000
He’s A Conniver .....................................$14,700
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
........................................................... $143,700
Champagne Taste, Beer Money ...lisa Mclane
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Bubble Economy ...................................$12,000
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
........................................................... $142,500
What A Farm ......................... Clyde Beam
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Coal Dust ..............................................$21,000
Bee Charmer .........................................$18,000
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Lair .................................................................$0
........................................................... $141,000

Rolling Thunder ....................... Bob lunny
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
He’s A Conniver .....................................$14,700
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
Ogden Dunes ..........................................$9,000
........................................................... $139,200
FRA’s Jumper Fantasy.......... Allan Newstadt
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Bee Charmer .........................................$18,000
Bubble Economy ...................................$12,000
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
Dugan .....................................................$9,000
........................................................... $138,000
Armchair Quarterback ...........Matt McCarron
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Coal Dust ..............................................$21,000
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
Left Unsaid ..............................................$9,000
Planets Aligned .......................................$6,000
........................................................... $135,000

lost Springs Ranch .................. Jann lunny
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
Orison .....................................................$3,600
........................................................... $134,100
Bad Morning Pants ...............Jason Mackey
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
It’s My Choice .......................................$15,000
He’s A Conniver .....................................$14,700
Sweet Shani ...................................................$0
........................................................... $133,200
Full Tilt Stable .................... Mark Rowland
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Bee Charmer .........................................$18,000
He’s A Conniver .....................................$14,700
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
Organizer .......................................................$0
........................................................... $131,700

Irish Mugs .............................. Ann Morss
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Bubble Economy ...................................$12,000
Jellyberry .......................................................$0
........................................................... $130,500
PonyUp ............................Ashley Monroe
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Bubble Economy ...................................$12,000
Jellyberry .......................................................$0
............................................ $130,500
Flag is Up Farm .................... Tiffany Webb
Good Night Shirt ...................................$45,000
Mixed Up ...............................................$42,000
Preemptive Strike ..................................$16,500
Northern Bay .........................................$15,000
Diva Maria .............................................$12,000
G’day G’day ....................................................$0
........................................................... $130,500

6‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E
Presented by the whip tavern

Tod Marks
Dynantonia shows the way over the last in an allowance hurdle at Middleburg.

off and Running
The game kicks off with a familiar leader. Kansas (yes, Kansas) steeplechase fan Ernie Moulos 

perennially contends for the top prize and has the early lead with a strong stable. Each of his six 
owns a win this year and all six are in double digits earnings-wise. Last year’s winner Lisa McLane 
is second and retired jump jockey Matt McCarron cracks the top six. The top 12, through April 24, 
are listed here. The first prize of the year, for most creative stable name, goes to Suzanna Lampton, 
who came up with Help Me! I Have 5 Kids. She and her husband, Mason, really do have five chil-
dren so they can use a prize – in this case a $50 gift certificate to ST Publishing or an advertiser. 
Other favorites include the Agador Spartacus Stable of Wendy Graham (fans of the movie The 
Birdcage will get the joke) and retired jump jockey Matt McCarron’s Armchair Quarterback farm. 

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.
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Charlie Fenwick Jr. sat down for 
lunch in the Equestrian Room of the 
Maryland Club in downtown Balti-
more to talk business Monday, April 
20. Photos of horses connected to club 
members grace the walls of the room, 
and Fenwick spent the early part of the 
conversation explaining the sport of 
steeplechasing.

“We were waiting for some other 
people to arrive and I showed a guy pic-
tures of Sugar Bee, Dosdi, Ben Nevis,” 
said Fenwick, who rode all three Mary-
land Hunt Cup winners. “Until then I 
don’t think he even knew steeplechasing 
existed.”

Fenwick’s mobile phone buzzed, and 
he didn’t answer it. For one, cell phones 
are banned at the Maryland Club. For 
two, the call came from Fenwick’s ex-
wife Ann Stewart. The former spouses 
were married for decades, produced 
three children together and are perfectly 
civil, but they don’t necessarily inter-
rupt important meetings to talk to each 
other. A few moments after that, the 
Equestrian Room’s house phone rang. 
The waitress informed Fenwick that he 
had an important phone call.

His ex-wife was crying when he an-
swered and Fenwick thought the worst.

“Is something wrong with one of the 
kids? What’s wrong?” he asked.

“No, no, it’s good news,” Stewart 
said, regaining control. “Ben Nevis is 
going into the Hall of Fame and we 
have to be on a conference call in 20 
minutes to talk about it.”

Then Fenwick cried, or came pretty 
close.

“It was very emotional and brought 
back some wonderful memories for us; 
it was very moving,” he said. “Then I 
had to hang up the phone and tell those 
guys I couldn’t have lunch because of a 
horse who did something in a sport they 
didn’t even know about a few minutes 
beforehand.”

Funny how life works. 
Thirty years ago, Ann and Char-

lie (essentially co-trainers) produced 
a horse who did great things. On this 
day, they relived history, made the con-
ference call and said a few words about 
the two-time Maryland Hunt Cup win-
ner and hero of the 1980 English Grand 
National. 

Selected by the Hall of Fame’s Stee-
plechase Committee, which meets every 
four years, Ben Nevis and Janet Elliot 
are the first steeplechase inductees since 
Lonesome Glory, Tommy Walsh and 
Sidney Watters Jr. in 2005. Ben Nevis 
joins America’s only other Aintree win-
ners Battleship (1938) and Jay Trump 
(1965) in the Hall, and satisfies legions 
of admirers. 

“We’d sort of said it wasn’t going 
to happen,” said Fenwick. “Ann and I 
both obviously wanted it to happen, but 

we figured he’d gotten overlooked for 
some reason. It had been a long time.”

The announcement stirred memories 
of rare brilliance and brashness on tim-
ber courses. Ben Nevis won all seven of 
his sanctioned timber starts, collected 
four point-to-point wins over timber 
and was never in danger of losing dur-
ing an American career that began at 
the 1975 Middleburg Point-to-Point 
and ended with a course record in the 
1978 Maryland Hunt Cup.

“It takes a lot of determination and 
resilience,” said Stewart. “To win the 
Maryland Hunt Cup once is difficult 
and the English Grand National is like 
a dream. It is in a movie after all. I don’t 
think they took us seriously for a long 
time, but Ben changed that.”

He also challenged every human who 
ever touched him. He was fast, strong, 
powerful, flighty, on the edge. Fenwick 
once left a message for a veterinarian 
saying “Check this horse Ben Nevis. 
There must be something wrong with 
his back because we can’t even get on 
him.”

The odyssey began when renowned 
Maryland horseman Redmond Stewart 
Jr. (Ann’s father) went to England on 
a grouse hunting trip in 1974. A host 
bragged of a Thoroughbred he owned. 
The rogue sported a win and two falls 
in a three-start point-to-point career, 
and could barely be ridden. Named for 
the tallest mountain in the British Isles, 
the horse was a mountain-sized failure.

“They got talking, and maybe drink-
ing,” Fenwick said. “The guy said he 
had a horse with a lot of ability but not 
much sense. Mr. Stewart said he had 
a son-in-law who had some sense but 
not much ability and maybe it would 
work.”

Fenwick’s uncle, Bobby Fenwick, was 
also on the trip and agreed to inspect 
the horse the next morning. The pro-
cedure involved tossing a few stones at 
the horse to make him jog. Jay Trump’s 
former trainer and the equine expert on 
the trip, Bobby declared the horse sound 
and the deal was made for $6,900. 

Rosanne Berkenstock, NSA Archives
Ben Nevis struck a Hall of Fame pose at Fair Hill after returning from his AIntree victory.

history call
Long-awaited recognition stirs up 
old memories for Fenwick, Stewart

BY joE CLANCY

See ben nevIs page 23 

Hall of Fame 2009 • Ben Nevis II

Thoroughbred Racing 
hall of Fame class of 2009

Steeplechase Horse: Ben Nevis II
Steeplechase Trainer: Janet Elliot

Trainer: Bob Baffert
Jockey: Eddie Maple

Female Horse: Silverbulletday
Male Horse: Tiznow

Indcution ceremony Friday, Aug. 14 
at the Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavilion 

in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

*Steeplechase candidates 
considered every four years.
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Ben Nevis, a chestnut with a long blaze and white 
on three legs, arrived in Maryland just before Labor 
Day 1974. He instantly made his presence felt, rearing 
up – and leaving Redmond Stewart with a bloody nose 
– when Fenwick tried to get on for the first time.

“When we got him, you couldn’t even put tack on 
him,” said Stewart. “He appeared to be crazy. I don’t 
know if I should say that, but it’s the truth.”

Things got worse from there. Ben Nevis did noth-
ing easily. When people pushed, he pulled. Fenwick 
needed two hours to regain the feeling in his hands 
after most gallops. Schooling over jumps involved 
little more than blind faith. No two fences were the 
same, no leg in the same place twice. By the follow-
ing spring, Ben Nevis neared a race and the Fenwicks 
considered their options. 

“He was too rapid to be a timber horse, or so we 
thought,” said Fenwick. “We entered him in a hurdle 
race and a timber race and figured we’d make up our 
minds. We schooled him over some natural brush 
fences and the faster he went, the better he got. And he 
was going pretty fast. It was the first positive sign.”

Steeped in timber racing on both sides of their 
family trees, the Fenwicks opted for timber that day 
at Middleburg in 1975 and Ben Nevis won. He also 
wound up with an injury and didn’t start again until 
1976. 

The madness began again that year and Ben Nevis 
started his season with a win at the Cheshire Point-
to-Point and then reeled off three NSA timber wins 
– a maiden at My Lady’s Manor, an allowance at the 
Grand National by 20 lengths and an open timber at 
Fair Hill (beating that season’s eventual timber cham-
pion Jacko). Ben Nevis really showed his brilliance in 
1977, when he won the Maryland Grand National 
and the Maryland Hunt Cup. He repeated those two 
victories in 1978, setting a Hunt Cup record of 8:33 
2/5 while outdueling the game mare Perfect Cast. 

“The first Hunt Cup was tough and very often it’s 
tough for every horse the first time they do it,” said 
Fenwick, who won the race five times as a jockey. “I 
remember coming down from a long way. He’d never 
been so high in the air and he landed funny the first 
time. The second Hunt Cup was different. It was quite 
a battle with Perfect Cast, but I’ve never been on some-
thing like he was that day. He was letter perfect.”

Aintree beckoned for a horse of Ben Nevis’ caliber. 
for several reasons.

First, he was that good. Second, his owner was a 
sportsman with the means to give it a try. Third, it had 
been done. Jay Trump won two Hunt Cups and then 
the Grand National in the 1960s. Despite the race’s 
“National Velvet” lore, the potential existed for an 
American horse to give it a go – perhaps even win.

The Fenwicks moved to England with the 1979 Na-
tional in mind. Capt. Tim Forster trained Ben Nevis, 
Charlie rode, Ann advised and the kids (Beth, Charlie 
and Emily) came along for the adventure. Ben Nevis 
started five times and, while he didn’t win, showed 
promise in his final three preps including a second to 
National contender Royal Frolic at Hereford Race-
course. Fenwick poured 4 1/2 months of work into 
Aintree, and Ben Nevis drew a little attention as a con-
tender only to be brought down in a melee of loose 
horses at The Chair, the highest fence on the course, 
about halfway through the race.

“It was the most deflating thing that I’d ever been 
through,” Fenwick said. “We were crestfallen.”

The Americans left their horse in England for a sec-
ond go at the big race – only this time the Fenwicks 
stayed in Maryland and Charlie flew over to ride in 
the horse’s English preps. He made seven trips in all, 
the last to ride in the National. As badly as 1979 went, 
1980 went that much better despite a relentless rain 
that prompted Forster to consider scratching. Sent off 
at 40-1, Ben Nevis took the lead at the 22nd fence, 
Becher’s Brook, and roared to the historic victory.

“He was a better horse the first year, but circum-
stances got in his way,” Fenwick said. “The second 
year, he jumped perfectly, he handled the going and 
everything went his way. What a moment in my life, 
in all of our lives.”

Ben Nevis –
 Continued from page 22

Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington, Kentucky

HIGH HOPE STEEPLECHASE

Racing Lineup Plus

Official Sponsors: 
 

 

Douglas Lees/NSA Archives
Ben Nevis (left) showed the way over the third fence, with Perfect Cast tracking, in the 1978 Maryland Hunt Cup.

See ben nevIs page 24 
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The unlikely combination of a horse 
on the edge and people with patience 
and talent produced a moment for the 
ages. True American steeplechase fans 
remember where they were when they 
heard the news and the stories could fill 
a book. Fenwick credits timing as much 
as ability. The horse arrived at a time 
when he and Ann could work with him. 
They were new at it, a little naive, young 
enough to give it a try and old enough 
to have some experience. Any earlier or 
later and it might not have worked.

“He tested us and I always felt I 
had just enough ability to control him 
and not enough to manage him,” said 
Fenwick. “If he’d come along 10 years 
later, I would have tried to manage 
him because I thought I knew what I 
was doing. When he came, Ann and I 
didn’t really know what we were doing. 
I was just good enough to ride him, we 
were just good enough to train him. He 
wanted to run off every day.”

The atmosphere of Ann and Charlie, 
the attention of assistant Josh Gill (who 
plied Ben Nevis with Red Man chew-
ing tobacco), the challenge of stiff tim-
ber fences harnessed something in the 
horse.

Ben Nevis brought a mad genius to 
his job as a steeplechase horse. He pos-
sessed the athletic tools to be good, but 
the mental side made him even better. 
That spirit nearly got the horse out of 
steeplechasing, but circumstances again 
helped keep him on the path to the Hall 
of Fame.

“I may have given him away if I 
owned him and I have given up on 
horses that acted the way he did,” said 
Fenwick. “But Mr. Stewart owned him 
and we had to make it work.”

Redmond Stewart Jr. rode in six 
Maryland Hunt Cups and won the race 
three times as an owner. His father rode 
in 15, including the first. Maryland tim-
ber racing courses through the family, 
right up to the current generation as 
four descendents of Redmond Stewart 
will take part in the 2009 Hunt Cup.

“Dad wouldn’t give up on him,” said 
Ann. Which meant nobody else could 
give up on him either.

After winning the Grand National, 
Ben Nevis retired to Maryland and life 
“doing nothing.” Too rank for foxhunt-
ing, too stirred up to be a lead pony, he 
stood in the field and lived his life. The 
New York Times took his photo. The 
Baltimore Sun came for a visit. Fellow 
Fenwick great Dosdi (who won 20 tim-
ber races) joined Ben Nevis in the field, 
and life kept moving.

The Fenwick kids grew up, Redmond 
Stewart Jr. died in 1986, Ben Nevis fol-
lowed in 1999, Ann and Charlie got di-
vorced – and each won multiple Mary-
land Hunt Cups as trainers. But nothing 
diminished Ben Nevis’ position in their 
lives.

“I still look at every horse with him 
in mind,” said Fenwick. “Will there 
ever be anything like him again? It was 
so atypical of anything I think of. I al-
ways find myself saying things like ‘ev-
ery good horse is going to be sensible 
enough to do the right thing’ and ‘ev-
ery good horse is going to have a good 
mouth’ and then I have to say . . . ‘well, 
except Ben Nevis.’ ”

Ben Nevis –
 Continued from page 23

G. Robert Blanchard, Beatrice Patterson, Susan W. Sensor, Laura T. Shull, Henry F. Stern, 
Adair B. Stifel, Guy J. Torsilieri, Richard Valentine, James H. Whitner IV

President Vice President Secretary/Treasurer Executive Director Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

Did you
    know

That the National 
Steeplechase Foundation 

funded the initial 
launch of safer 
riding helmets 
for National 
Steeplechase 
Association jockeys? 
In NSA races, 

jockeys must wear 
helmets approved by 

the American Society for 
Testing and Materials and/

or the equivalent in the United 
Kingdom. The helmet rule helps keep 
jockeys safe and gives owners, trainers 

and race meets peace of mind that 
the human athletes competing on 
NSA race courses are as protected 
as they can be.

Tod Marks photos
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Congratulations to 

new Hall of Famer Ben Nevis II, 

his connections, his many fans 

over the years, and the people 

who helped make it happen.
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“The Hall of Fame? I don’t even know what it takes 
to get in. I think of the Hall of Fame and I think of 
the big guys who win Triple Crown races and things. 
I know Jonathan Sheppard is in, but he’s won multiple 
Grade I races on the flat too and has done so much. 
I’ve thought about some people in my time getting in, 
but it never even occurred to me that I could be there. 
It’s incredible.”

And so went Janet Elliot’s summation of her place 
among the hallowed names in Thoroughbred racing’s 
Hall of Fame.

Janet, look at your resume.
She won two Eclipse Awards with Flat Top and an-

other with Correggio. Her horses led the National Stee-
plechase Association’s annual earnings list six times. 
In 1986, she won the first Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase 
with Census. In 1991, she became the first woman to 
win a National Steeplechase Association trainer cham-
pionship – halting Sheppard’s streak of 18 consecu-
tive titles. Victorian Hill supplanted Flatterer atop the 
NSA earnings list in 1991, and stayed until 1997. Her 
horses won the Colonial Cup, Grand National and 
Temple Gwathmey five times each. Through April 23, 
her charges had earned more than $7.6 million – third 
behind the prodigious Sheppard and Jack Fisher.

Short of legends such as Sheppard, Mikey Smith-
wick and maybe a handful of others, Elliot’s career 
stands with any and she is the first woman trainer – 
flat or jumps – to make the Hall.

Beyond mere numbers 
and achievements, however, 
she built a livelihood. Born 
in Ireland, she came to the 
United States in 1968 when 
a potential groom’s gig with 
the Irish Olympic show 
jumping team fell through. 
She worked for Betty Bird 
in Unionville, took a job 
(first as a babysitter) with 
Sheppard and stayed 11 
years – working with doz-
ens of top horses through 
some of the stable’s biggest 
glory years. Athenian Idol, 
Cafe Prince, Leaping Frog, 

Michael’s Mad, they all crossed Elliot’s path.
“I loved it there,” she said. “It was not just a job; 

they were my family.”
Like all families, this one knew enough to encour-

age a member to leave when it came time. In 1979, 
opportunity presented itself in the form of Too Few 
Stripes. Owned by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Elser, the 
3-year-old needed a trainer and the Elsers’ son, Kip, 
asked Elliot to take the horse. Of course, she replied 
that she couldn’t.

“I work for Jonathan, I can’t do that,” Elliot said.
“I already talked to him and it’s fine,” Elser replied.
And a Hall of Fame career came to life. While work-

ing for Sheppard in 1979, Elliot sent her horse out for 
two starts (he finished last at Delaware Park and fell 
at Saratoga). Still a one-horse outfit, Elliot guided Too 
Few Stripes to three wins (the first coming at High 
Hope) in 12 starts. The 4-year-old gave a glimmer of 
big things to come when he reached the last fence of 
the Colonial Cup on even terms with the leaders, only 
to fall.

Elliot rented a small barn in Fagg’s Manor, Pa. 
(around the corner from Bruce Miller) and started a 
business. “I was terrified,” she said. “The rent was 

$600 a month and I didn’t know how I was going to 
afford that.”

Insurance man and steeplechase owner George 
Harris came through with a guarantee of sorts – tell-
ing Elliot he would pay the rent if for some reason she 
came up short.

“It was a great offer,” Elliot said. “I never asked 
him for it, didn’t have to, but it gave me the encourage-
ment to do it. I might not have done it otherwise.”

Soon, Elliot took a few horses to Camden and hung 
out a proper shingle with five wins from 43 starts 1981 
and nine more victories to crack the top five in 1982. 
Her first “big horse” came in the form of Census, who 
raced for Atlanta-area resident George Chase from 
1982-89, knocking heads with the great Flatterer but 
still amassing 14 wins and more than $400,000.

Elliot used a contact from her Sheppard days to 
take her stable to new heights. Owner Bill Lickle 
moved to flat racing after campaigning steeplechasers 
with Sheppard. The Delawarean told Elliot to think of 
him if she ever came across a true prospect.

She called one day about a lanky bay gelding raised 
by Virginia horseman Arthur McCashin. Size, scope, 
jumping ability, the horse had it all – but came with a 
potentially dodgy veterinary report.

“Other people had turned him down and she told 
me that what the vet said wasn’t as bad and that she 
could manage it so we bought him,” said Lickle re-
cently. “What a horse he was. What a job she did. It 
changed everything.”

That horse was Victorian Hill, who went on to 
win 15 races and earn $748,370. Never a champion, 
he won the Iroquois (twice), the Colonial Cup, the 
$250,000 Dueling Grounds International and won 
four times at Foxfield. The hardest working horse in 
steeplechasing placed second in the American Grand 
National three times. He assumed the No. 1 spot on 
the career earnings list at $451,730 in 1991 and stayed 
there seven years.

In the conference call announcing her election, El-
liot said she once felt “Vic” could have been the sport’s 
first millionaire. He might have made it, had colic sur-
gery not slowed him in 1991. The illness cost him a 
start in the Breeders’ Cup and a likely Eclipse Award. 
He returned to the races, eventually, but required spe-
cial care from a special trainer.

“I give full credit to the vets at New Bolton, but 
I don’t think any other trainer could have kept that 

horse going,” Lickle said. “Janet fed him specially 
and did all that work to get him back and to keep 
him healthy. She paid so much attention to him all the 
time. She rationed out his food, she checked on him at 
night, she cared that much.”

The Lickle-Elliot partnership also produced such 
standouts as 1996 champion Correggio, Mario, Mas-
ter McGrath and Green Highlander. Lickle’s horses 
led a season for the ages in 1991 as Elliot saddled 31 
winners who earned $826,432 (then the third-highest 
total in history). 

She became the first trainer not named Sheppard 
to win the NSA earnings crown since Peter Howe in 
1972.

“That was a very exciting time,” said Elliot. “The 
first trainer to dislodge my boss, the first woman 
champion . . . a lot was happening. But I don’t think I 
ever said it was going to be easy from then on.”

And it wasn’t. Elliot never won another races-won 
championship but did take the money title in 1998.

Quality horses still flowed through the Woodville 
barns at Camden and Andrews Bridge, however. Flat 
Top became a champion, twice. Correggio came back 
from a shaky tendon to dominate the fall of 1996 and 
the first part of 1997. Hokan gave Elliot an elusive 
New York Turf Writers Cup score in 1998. Campanile 
backed that up with a sweep of Saratoga’s Smithwick 
and Turf Writers the next year. Declare Your Wish set 
a course record in the 1993 Colonial Cup. Final Final 
won a timber championship. The roster of quality run-
ners – Hodges Bay, Raptor, Snowball Flannagan, Mr. 
Yankee, Timely Encounter, Nordic Surprise, Bomb, 
Woodlast, Talamero, Jive With Five, Quadrigeminal, 
Paulrus, Ask Don – would fill the rest of this page.

“You look back on them all, not just the stakes 
horses, when it gets this far along,” Elliot said. “Dear 
old Exploding Fortune (a fixture in the barn, but by no 
means a champion), I will always remember him. He 
gave you absolutely 110 percent every time. Horses 
like that are the ones you have great respect for.”

Elliot pursued training with a single-mindedness 
few others could match. She worked all day, fretted 
over things, made lists, treated every horse as if it was 
the next champion. Now 60, she scaled back her stable 
a few years ago. Lickle tried other trainers and even-
tually got out as an owner. Campanile’s owner Greg 
Hawkins still sends Elliot a horse now and then, and 
they placed in a Grade I with Red Letter Day last year, 
but many of the bigger names have gone though Elliot 
bases a small stable in Camden – and won with half of 
her first six starters in 2009.

“I can’t cut corners, no matter what,” Elliot said 
when asked to describe her training style. “Sometimes 
I think it’s time to make it an easy day or an easy week, 
but I can’t do it. It’s just the way I am.”

Joining
the club

Elliot humbled by news
BY joE CLANCY

Barbara Livingston
Janet Elliot, hard at work.

Hall of Fame 2009 • janet elliot

Hall of Fame trainer 
Janet Elliot

NSA Career Summary
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings  Win %
 2,163 355 331 303 $7,604,534 .16

– Through April 24
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Maryland Steeplechasing
Catch the Action!

Sponsored by:

For complete conditions for the Series and individual races, as well as for point updates, visit www.marylandsteeplechasing.org

SPRING 2009
Sunday, March 15: Foxhall Farm Trophy Team Chase • Saturday, March 21: 
Howard County-Iron Bridge Race Meet • Saturday, March 28: Green Spring 
Valley Point-to-Point Races • Saturday, April 4: Elkridge-Harford Point-to-
Point Races • Sunday, April 5: Marlborough Hunt Races • Saturday, April 
11: My Lady’s Manor • Saturday, April 18: Grand National Steeplechase •  
Saturday, April 25: Maryland Hunt Cup • Sunday April 26: Maryland Junior Hunt 
Cup • Sunday, May 17: Potomac Races • Friday, June 5: Awards Reception

photo by Bob Keller
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Effort delivers
achievement

E
very day, his name showed up at the end 
of the set list. Like a toll booth on the way 
home from work, every day, there it was. 
Declare Your Wish. He anchored Set Seven 
or Eight in a long and crazy list at Janet El-

liot’s Woodville. 
It only felt like Set 25. He lived out day and night, 

in the big field next to the roundtop barn. You had to 
pile his tack in your car (duct-taped Cashel Cushion 
pad, duct taped egg-carton pad, maroon saddle towel 
warn out at the seat and calves, happy mouth, stand-
ing martingale, yoke on the last hole), drive down Bell 
Road and then hike out in the field and drag him to 
the barn. 

He hated it. We hated it.
Declare Your Wish was a rogue in his younger days. 

In 1993, he was older, calmer and achier. We could 
ride him because he was lame. On good days, he was 
simply sore. Shuffle. Shuffle. Shuffle. Declare Your 
Wish and another back-burner horse like Big Portion, 
Elberton Fling, Writer Jeff, Peace Peace Peace, Betting 
Line would make the long, arduous tour around Janet 
Elliot’s Andrews Bridge farm in Pennsylvania.

In March, he was lame. In April, he was lame. In 
May, he was lame. In June, he was lame. In July, he was 
lame. In August, he was lame. On good days, he would 
canter up a hill, on bad days, he would walk and jog 
when and where he could.

For months, the riders (me, Gus Brown, Linda 
McGrail, Michael Leaf, Britt Graham, Stretch Reiley, 
Jeff Teter, an Irish kid named Oisin and names long 
lost from my memory) would crawl around the kidney 
gallop, the middle or the top and wonder what the lady 
was thinking. “She’s gone mad, if she thinks this horse 
is coming back,” we said.

He could run once, dead-heating with stablemate 
Double Barrel in the Grand National in 1991 but in 
1993 his legs looked more like a Jenga game. More 
bows than Christmas morning. 

Declare Your Wish was lame for six months. Every 
day. 

Then September came and he suddenly got sound. 
To this day, I have no idea why or how he became 
sound. It’s not in any medical journal or trainer’s man-
ual. Maybe it was all that B & A we rubbed on his 
legs.

In his first start since November 1991, he finished 
third in a training flat at Avon, N.Y. He finished fourth 
of four in the feature at Foxfield, behind Elliot runners, 

Wishing for more
The inside Rail

By Sean Clancy

Tod Marks
oN THE JoB. Trainer Janet Elliot – aboard two-time steeplechase champion turned lead pony Flat Top – escorts Bud Mon out of 
the paddock at Aiken (where Elliot won three races).

See InsIde page 30 

Congratulations Ben Nevis and Janet El-
liot. Hallowed ground.

Take a moment – swim in it – and think 
about their achievements. Records. Big 
races. Eclipse Awards. Right spots. Sound 
mornings. Open holes. Perfect trips. Big 
fences. Awed witnesses.

Then think about the work, the day-to-
day grind that built Hall of Fame careers.

They say, when you quit, sell or retire 
you were a moment away from greatness. 
Think about how many times Ben Nevis’ 
connections strode forward, marched 
onward, kicked on (actually, with him, it 
was more like hung on) when all the signs 
pointed to no. Think about how many 
times Elliot took out the condition book, 
hosed a leg one more time, gave a horse 
another six weeks of jogging when all logic 
said forget it.

Steeplechasing is a steely group. Like, 
Fenneka Bentley said at Middleburg after 
winning her second career race, at the end 
of the day, we like steeplechasing more 
than flat racing. It’s more fun, more nerve-
wracking and more stress but more fun. 
More rewarding.

Elliot and anybody connected to Ben 
Nevis wracked some nerves to get where 
they got.

Nobody has dedicated themselves to one 
task more than Janet Elliot. And no horse 
has ever mastered one task like Ben Nevis. 
Neither one would have been any good at 
anything else. Elliot wouldn’t have made it 
as a flat trainer. She needed the challenge 
of teaching horses to run and jump over 2 
miles or more. Ben Nevis was born to jump 
big fences at high speed. One mold fit both 
– steeplechasing. 

He joins Lonesome Glory, Flatterer, 
Zaccio, Cafe Prince, Fairmount, Oedipus, 
L’Escargot, Bon Nouvel, Jay Trump, Battle-
ship, Bushranger, Elkridge, Neji, Good 
And Plenty and Jolly Roger on the list of 
steeplechasers in the Hall of Fame. All were 
legends of one sort or another. So is he.

She steps in after fellow horsemen (jock-
eys and trainers) Tommy Walsh, Sidney 
Watters Jr., Mickey Walsh, Jerry Fishback, 
Jonathan Sheppard, Burley Cocks, Joe 
Aitcheson, “Specs” Crawford, Thomas 
Hitchcock Sr., Hollie Hughes, Paddy 
Smithwick, Bayard Tuckerman, Carroll 
Bassett, Mikey Smithwick, Dooley Adams, 
J. Howard Lewis, “Pete” Bostwick, Rigan 
McKinney and “Dolly” Byers. Each holds 
an important key to American steeplechas-
ing’s past. Elliot fits right in.

Sure, Elliot and Ben Nevis got in the 
Hall of Fame because of their statistics 
and accomplishments. But appreciate the 
stress, the frayed nerves, the miles and miles 
traveled. Then, stop and appreciate today’s 
horses and horsemen. There’s a future Hall 
of Famer in there somewhere.
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$35 each for five or more.

Call 410-392-5867 
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CFG
CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner
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Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
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Located in 
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Beresford Gallery 
For the Best 

in Sporting Art
Rt 82, Unionville

& Shops at Willowdale

Beresfordgallery.com
610-347-1247

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 
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and wherever the steeplechasers go!
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Victorian Hill and Sassello. He was beat-
en miles. He ran back in the Breeders’ 
Cup at Belmont Park and ran better but 
never threatened while finishing fourth. 
During this comeback, he trained fair. 
Better than at any other time during the 
year but he still conjured up a thesau-
rus of terms; rocky, shuffly, race-tracky, 
crabby, jammed up . . . you name it, we 
said it. Then, with weeks until the Colo-
nial Cup, he came around. 

He simply came around.
I schooled him with Victorian Hill 

two days before the Colonial Cup. He 
dragged Vic (now, that was a feat) over 
three Cup fences and I told Teter that 
Declare Your Wish would win the Co-
lonial Cup. Teter rode Victorian Hill 
and Steve Smith-Eccles came over from 
England to ride Declare Your Wish. He 
won, by almost 3 lengths, set a track re-
cord, defeated Lonesome Glory, Victo-
rian Hill and Highland Bud. 

And I still don’t know how Janet 
got that horse to perform like that on 
that day. It was a Hall of Fame achieve-
ment. 

I spent a decade one year working 
for Elliot. She was tough on her help. 
I think she’ll admit that. There weren’t 
many who could match her work eth-
ic. Teter and Stretch came the closest. 
I couldn’t. I galloped Sierra Bound one 
evening. Yes, evening. It was 5 p.m. I 
had been there all day. But I’m glad I 
did it. 

I learned how to school a horse. I 
learned to always trust your gut when it 
comes to a horse’s leg. I learned to never 
give up on a horse. 

Janet never gives up on a horse. 
Sometimes to her detriment, she’ll keep 
searching for the gold in every horse 
she gets. Some are empty pots and she’s 
spent countless hours rattling those pots 
looking for a miracle. 

Her work with Victorian Hill, Flat 
Top, Campanile, Green Highlander, 
Final Final, Hokan, and, yes, Declare 
Your Wish ranks as the best I’ve ever 
seen. Vic had colic surgery and nearly 
died. Flat Top was a nervous wreck. 
Campanile moved like a praying man-
tis. Green Highlander couldn’t jump. 
Final Final got cast every day of his life. 
Hokan was a man-eater. Declare Your 
Wish, well, I told you that one. 

When I heard she got in the Hall of 
Fame, I thought of that glorious run she 
had in the 1990s. Victorian Hill climbed 
to the top of the all-time list. Mario 

won the Atlanta Cup. Correggio wired 
the Grand National and Colonial Cup. 
Campanile dominated Saratoga. Final 
Final learned to jump timber and won 
an International Gold Cup and Pennsyl-
vania Hunt Cup. Those were the days. 
Then it all vanished. 

Janet said she was going to cut back, 
try something else. Bill and Renee Lick-
le stopped sending her horses. Jack and 
Melinda Bass went elsewhere. John 
Price got out of the game. Leo O’Brien 
lost his pipeline that sent her horses 
such as Hokan and Master McGrath. 
Greg Hawkins never duplicated his one-
hit wonder Campanile. Nancy Gerry 
stopped buying the next prospect. 

The help is gone, the owners have 
dried up and Janet has a B-string of 
horses. She still works just as hard. 
She still checks those legs and catches 
the problem before it happens. She still 
schools in those brilliant and subdued 
figure eights, teaching horses to put in 
short ones instead of long ones. And 
she’s probably jogging some horse who 
everyone else swears won’t make it back 
to the races. 

Look for him in the winner’s circle.

Inside –
 Continued from page 28

Medical care progress began 
with Wheeler, Maryland hunt cup

Your article about the medical protocol at the Grand Na-
tional and the Maryland Hunt Cup is much appreciated. 

More credit should go to Mark Wheeler, although he is 
now living in France so he may never see it. I arranged for 
him to speak to the NSA board after he had come on our 
“attending physicians” team quite a while ago. It was Mark, 
introduced to us by Kirby von Kessler, an orthopedic sur-
geon who had been an attending Maryland Hunt Cup phy-
sician for years, who explained to me that we did not have 
the adequate ambulance needed, nor the type of physicians 
we should have. And, of course, it only makes sense that an 
orthopedic surgeon, even one so revered and qualified as 
Kirby, might not be well versed in emergency care. Mark set 
up a new and improved system for us.

When Mark was leaving the country, he turned his vol-
unteer position over to Jeff Sternlicht, who took on the task 
with knowledge and enthusiasm beyond what anyone could 
hope. Jeff, as you noted, introduced Clay Richmond’s group 
to the scene, worked to provide the best ambulance crews, 
and secured additional physicians skilled in emergency trau-

ma. One I might mention is Amiel Bechtel. He is a world-re-
nowned expert in head trauma and was with the University 
of Maryland’s Shock Trauma department for many years. 
And, please remember that these are volunteers . . . and they 
aren’t even horsey! We can’t do enough to thank them for 
their gift to our race.

Clay Richmond’s people are amazing as well. Not only in 
what they provide in the way of expertise and equipment, 
but the manner with which they are able to deal with the 
spectators, family, etc., who crowd around to help. Aware-
ness has been raised and most everyone looks with confi-
dence at those Gators and the people who man them.

What could be more important than prompt and expert 
medical attention on the course? It just isn’t that expensive 
and I would hope that every race meeting will look to secure 
this quality of care. I feel confident to say that Jeff and/or 
Amiel would be glad to speak with any race meet that would 
like some direction in this area.

Thank you very much for bringing the subject to all of 
your readers’ attentions.

Margaret Worrall
Former race secretary of the Maryland Hunt Cup
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Congratulations to Janet Elliot, 
steeplechasing’s newest 
HALL OF FAME trainer.

Your hard work, dedication and 
superb care made it all happen.

FROM
Victorian Hill, Correggio, Master McGrath, 
Green Highlander, Mario and all the boys
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View all our fine properties at 
w w w . T h e C o u n t r y P r o p e r t i e s . c o m

Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum

PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

Since 1976

CHESHIRE HUNT
Beautiful 5BR Cape Cod on 15 acres 

surrounded by open space & horse farms  
Tranquil country setting!

$1,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Prime location of 44 eased acres

 in heart of Cheshire Hunt country 
18th c. house & gorgeous fields

$2,500,000

CHESHIRE HUNT
Stunning view from this 26 acre parcel  
perfect for your dream house and barn!  

Land is surrounded by open space
$699,000 

CHESHIRE HUNT AREA
Charm personified! Stone 3BR house 

with gardens / wonderful 5 stall bank barn 
on 5.5 acres / a Chester County Classic

Price Upon Request

CHESHIRE HUNT
Pristine and tranquil / 114 eased acres 

situated adjacent to the Laurels Preserve 
with sweeping views and lovely fields

Price Upon Request

CHESHIRE HUNT
Classic brick and stone PA farm house  

Superb setting with spectacular 
southern views on 38+ acres

$2,650,000


