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Carolina Agent
Spy In The Sky Grabs the Cup

WHAT’S INSIDE

Torlundy scores at Aiken  u  Italian Wedding celebrates again

Three jockeys on shelf with injuries u  Gregg Ryan retires
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Featuring
Aggressive year-round turf  maintenance program u In-ground Toro Irrigation System u  Turf  top-dressed at every fence and around every turn

Certified First Responders at every jump w/ 3 ALS Ambulances u  Running hot and cold water & ice in the stable area u  Proper saddling stalls 
Fans added in stable area u  Running water and ice at finish line and along the stretch u  Grooms’ breakfast & lunch u  $50 Grooms award 

Very jumpable and breakaway timber fences u 5/8 mile gallop available
 

u  PROFESSIONAL IRISH JUMP JOCKEYS FLOWN OVER FROM UK u

$100,000 in purse money awarded featurng
$50,000 Queen’s Cup MPC Sport of  Kings Novice Hudles Stakes u  Winner receives a $5,000 Sterling Silver original trophy 

Consistently safe racecourse, year-after-year u  Three hurdle races, one timber, open flat and a 7 furlong maiden flat  
Considered by most to be one of  the finest race meets on the circuit u  Great Southern Hospitality!

Queen’s Cup Steeplechase
Saturday, April 24®

 

  
th

Anniversary
2010

Course Partners
Presented by

ON YOUR SIDE

Race Partners

Patents Applied

Jimmy McCarthy
Career Starts: 4,671 
Wins: 462 
Earnings: $5,240,601 
Min. Weight:143.5 lbs

 

Proudly made in the USA Latest generation technology, here-now
Forgiving to horse and rider
Lower frame - Taller, fuller birch branch
Horse can not impact any part of the frame
Easier to move and assemble
Birch branch adaptable to National Fence
Designed by horsemen for horsemen
See it on display at Queen’s Cup, April 24
Available now with introductory pricing

Patents Pending

TM

Brian Harding
Career Starts: 4,713 
Wins: 392 
Earnings: $8,480,129 
Min. Weight:143.5 lbs
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News & Notes from around the circuit

Take A Number
3 Trainers (David Bourke, Janet Elliot, Allison Fulmer) on lead ponies for 
the maiden hurdle at the Carolina Cup.

1 Ladder used by Peggy Steinman and Austin Brown to address the 
crowd during a ceremony at the National Museum of Racing honoring 
Brown’s retirement from the Carolina Cup Racing Association board.

1 Set of paddock boots and chaps in an Aiken jump race.

Worth Repeating
“Is there grass we can walk on?”

Carolina Cup fan, wearing sandals, 
while strolling through a particularly sandy spot

Austin Brown: “We’re getting old.” Sally Brown: “No, we are old.”

“I never had a jockey tell me all the reasons he lost and then a minute later 
turn around and tell me all the reasons he won.”

Ned Bonnie about Carl Rafter, who won a tight photo 
on Virginia Minstrel (for Bonnie’s daugher-in-law Julie Gomena)

“The reasons he lost were the same reasons he won – something like that.”
Rafter, on what he said

“The horse went back to the barn and we just assumed we lost. I guess it’s 
a bit of a funny angle.”

Gomena, on the lack of a winner’s circle photo 

“To train up there in Pennsylvania this winter is a training feat. I was in 
Florida and came back up and couldn’t even get to my driveway. How can 
you train a horse in that? He did and he did it well.”

Rafter, after winning the Carolina Cup’s 
timber race for trainer Todd McKenna

“I didn’t need it today, but maybe someday.”
Jockey Danielle Hodsdon, about her whip, 

after an easy win aboard Make Believe at Camden

“I’m living a bit from the yard, so Darren (Nagle) is picking me up and tak-
ing me to work and bringing me places like the Wal-Mart when I need some 
more bananas for my weight.”

Jockey Brian Crowley, on life in Camden without a car

“I told the other riders, ‘I’m not that guy that wants to win a riding title or 
get to Saratoga anymore. All that matters is that I’m better looking than 
you.’ ”

Gus Brown, after winning aboard Radio Flyer at Piedmont 
Point-to-Point March 20, his first ride since November 2004.

“He’s only 5, he can take as long as he wants, he’ll be back.”
Jockey Paddy Young about Torlundy who bowed a tendon at Aiken

“Paddy is there all day long, we don’t have any employees, it’s just us.”
Leslie Young on the art of training 10 horses 

“It was freaky how ready he was.”
Owner/trainer Michele Sanger about Aiken winner Birthday Beau 

“I don’t know, I’ve never ridden a Gold Cup horse.”
Flat jockey Sheldon Russell, when asked if a horse 

at Laurel Park felt like a Cheltenham Gold Cup horse

“Elect James Green Mayor”
T-shirt on a groom at Aiken

“I’ll respond for Dave Washer. Junood – owned and trained by Dave Wash-
er. Was a good second under Will Haynes to Mabou in the claiming hurdle 
at  Aiken Fall 2009. Looking for a NW3 in 2010 or a cheap conditioned 
claimer. Might have another soon; you never know! Thanks.”

MaryLouise LeVeen in a pre-season e-mail to Steeplechase Times 
(Junood won the never-won three claimer at Aiken)

Tod Marks
Fall Guy. Carl Rafter hits the ground – hard – after Chess Board makes a mistake in the Carolina Cup. The jockey wound up with broken 
bones in his back and will miss several weeks. See page 20.

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE 
NIGHT

AT

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE 
NIGHT

AT

Best English Pub

Post Time is  
5 o’clock  

with replays  
through  

the evening

Open 11:00am ~ midnight 
Closed Tuesday

1383 North Chatham Road
West Marlborough,  
Pennsylvania 19320

610.383.0600 
t h e w h i p t a ve r n . c o m

April 14 

My Lady’s Manor

Marlboro 

Point to Point

April 21 

Block House 

Grand National 

Middleburg 

Plumstead 

Point to Point 
 

WI_212Steeplechase_14April.indd   2 4/5/10   1:59 PM

Marlborough



4  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, April 9, 2010

 Entries
Here’s your newspaper. That icy, snowy winter seems like eons ago as we discuss the pros and cons of turning on air 
conditioning on in April. Regardless, we’ve got paper number two, with recaps of a southern swing that saw Spy In The 
Sky’s impressive return and finds some fresh faces worth watching. We’ve also got news, stats, injury updates and a 
story to remember one of Pennsylvania’s finest.

What’s Happening and Where To Find It

PageS 26-27

Editorial/Opinion
Veteran jockey Gregg Ryan calls it a career – a long career; Lonesome Glory race’s 
exit part of a disturbing trend.

PageS 5-8

Family Ties
The racing at Stoneybrook was filled with feel-good stories both equine and human; 
Jonathan Sheppard continued a torrid start with a pair of his own and Doug Fout 
honored his mother the best way he knew how, by saddling one of her homebreds 
to victory.

PageS 10-12

All Eyes On The Spy 
Spy In The Sky made a resounding statement with his win in the Carolina Cup and 
staked his claim to the open stakes division; Arcadius threw his hat into the ring as 
well and Make Believe made them do just that with an impressive maiden score.

PageS 20-21

Jockeys Down
Three weeks in, three jockeys are on the shelf. Carl Rafter and Roddy Mackenzie will 
miss time after race falls; Robbie Walsh will be out indefinitely after a car accident; 
the Lonesome Glory falls vicitim to purse cuts; timber star Joe’s O.K. dies at 27.

PageS 14-16

Party Starter
The season kicked off at Aiken where Torlundy made a far too brief 2010 appearance 
with a win in the Imperial Cup and Italian Wedding, Birthday Beau and Junood paid 
some bills for their owner/trainers.
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Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
Sparkled kicks clear of Flight Briefing in the stretch of the conditioned claimer at Stoneybrook.

Norman Lear would have been 
proud; the April 3 Stoneybrook Steeple-
chase in Raeford, N.C. was definitely 
all in the family. Spurred by Jonathan 
Sheppard-trained kin and an Eve Fout-
bred runner trained by her son Doug, 
the five-race card was indeed a family 
affair.

Sparkled started Sheppard’s big day 
in the fourth, a tough $10,000 condi-
tioned claimer at 2 3/8 miles, when he 
defeated Flight Briefing and Fogcutter. 
Danielle Hodsdon put the 9-year-old in 
second, just off Fleeting Thunder’s early 
pace, before taking over after the 10th. 
Flight Briefing ranged up on the far turn, 
stuck a nose in front and looked poised 
to give Matt McCarron his first hurdle 
win since returning to the saddle last 
fall but Sparkled battled back, retook 
the lead before the last and pulled clear 
for a three-quarter-length win. Fogcut-
ter (Xavier Aizpuru) was well back in 
third as the winner stopped the timer in 
4:31.20.

Sparkled’s win continued a quick start 
to 2010 for Sheppard, who left Stoney-
brook with a 5-for-11 mark (no other 
trainer had more than one win). The 
Hall of Famer bred his mare Gemini’s 
Gem to Valley Crossing to get Sparkled. 
Climb higher up the family tree and you 
find that Gemini’s Gem is a half-sister to 
Sheppard’s mare Effervescent, the dam 
of Italian Wedding, who closed the card 
by taking a $20,000 allowance. 

“It’s definitely pretty special to win 
a pair of races with two horses that I 
bred myself,” Sheppard said. “And then 
when you think they’re related to each 
other as well it makes it a little neater. 
I’m happy for (Sparkled) because he’s 

obviously the typical type that was 
cut out to be a runner and is very tal-
ented but just hasn’t been able to stay 
healthy.” 

A look at Sparkled’s past perfor-
mances drills home Sheppard’s point.  
Stoneybrook marked his first start since 
running a close fourth in the Mickey 
Walsh behind The Price Of Love, Dy-
naski and Seer at Saratoga in August 
2008. Prior to that Sparkled ran against 
the likes of Dark Equation, Mixed Up, 
Gliding and John Law. To find his last 
(and only) win you need to go back to 
his maiden claiming score at Camden in 
November 2006. It’s a day Sheppard re-
members quite well.

“I’ve always had a soft spot for him 
because he was the horse that cement-
ed Dani’s first jockey’s championship 
and my trainer’s championship after 
all those years without one with that 
win at Camden,” Sheppard said. “But 
even more so, that was my first win as a 
trainer after my son (Parker) had died, 
so everything just came together that 
day and it’s something that I’ll never 
forget.”

• Italian Wedding (Hodsdon) com-
pleted the double when he got up late 
to win the $20,000 allowance over 
Eagle Beagle (Paddy Young) and Ju-
nood (Bernie Dalton). The 5-year-old 
lagged in last early, rallied strongly on 
the far turn and closed with a rush for a 
3 1/4-length win, completing the 2 3/8 
miles in 4:26.20 and becoming the first 

Double Feature
Italian Wedding, Sparkled shine
on two-win day for Sheppard barn

BY BrIAN NADEAu SToNeybRook STeepleChASe
Saturday, April 3

See stoneybrook page 6 
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Stoneybrook Steeplechase
Raeford, N.C. Saturday, April 3. Turf: Firm.

1st. Training flat. 1-1/2 miles.
1. Logaritimo (Arg)  L  155  Ruch
2. Call You In Ten  L  150  Murphy
3. It’s A G Man  L  155  Price 
4. Sgt. Bart   155  McCarron 
5. Glorious Bird  L  150  Roberts 
6. Johann Star  L  155  Crowley 
7. Truffle Hunter  L  150  Nagle 
Mgn: 1. Time: 2:37 4/5.
O: Sue Sensor. T: Arch Kingsley.
Ch. g. 8, Allied Forces-Links Of Steel, Linkage. 
Bred by La Providencia (Arg).

2nd. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 miles.
1. Ptarmigan  L  136  Murphy
2. Back To Mandalay   154  Dalton 
3. Century Gold  L  139  Nagle 
4. Mattituck Inlet  L  154  Hodsdon 
PU. Triple Bogey Blues  L  154  Petty 
PU. Takmeoutodabalgame L  154  Young
PU. Leading Character  L  149  Roberts
PU. Eye Said Scat Cat  L  144  Delaney
PU. Triplekin  L  154  Crowley 
Mgn: 10 3/4. Time: 3:50 3/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Doug Fout.
Gr/Ro. f. 4, Unbridled Jet-Flaine, Chenin Blanc. 
Bred by Eve Fout (Pa).

3rd. $10,000. Maiden clm. hurdle. 2 miles. 
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Liverpool Gloves  L  148  Murphy 
2. Moving Violation  L  138  Nagle
3. Honour Emblem  L  148  Crowley
4. Embarrassed  L  151  Roberts
F. Beachcomber  L  148  Foley
PU. Gallant Again  L  148  Boucher

PU. Bluebird Ridge  L  140  Delaney
*-DQ. Tolhwin Type (Arg)  L  148  Petty 
Mgn: 1. Time: 3:50.
O/T: Teddy Mulligan.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Royal Anthem-Sheer Elegance, 
Capote. Bred by D J Stable (Ky).
*-From first for interfering with Beachcomber.

4th. $10,000. Cond. clm. hurdle 2-3/8 miles. 
NW 2 for $15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Sparkled  L  136  Hodsdon 
2. Flight Briefing  L  150  McCarron 
3. Fogcutter  L  146  Aizpuru
4. Class Crash  L  140  Boucher 
5. Expel  L  144  Murphy 
F. Closertoyourheart  L  136  Petty 
*PU. Fleeting Thunder  L  146  Young 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 4:31 1/5.
O/T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Dk. B. or Br. g. 9, Valley Crossing-Gemini’s 
Gem, Gemini Dreamer. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa).
*-Claimed for $15,000 by Kathy McKenna for 
Irv Naylor.

5th. $20,000. Allowance hurdle, 2-3/8 miles.
(NW $12,000 once other than clm.)

1. Italian Wedding  L  156  Hodsdon 
2. Eagle Beagle  L  144  Young
3. Junood   144  Dalton 
4. Atrium  L  148  McCarron
PU. Indy Run  L  148  Foley
PU. Most Bossest  L  144  Aizpuru
PU. Waracha  L  144  Roberts 
Mgn: 3 1/4. Time: 4:26 1/5.
O/T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 5, Alphabet Soup-Effervescent, Citid-
ancer. Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Fla).

two-time winner on the year. 
Italian Wedding used the same clos-

ing tactics at Aiken March 20 when he 
rallied from 8 1/2 lengths behind to nip 
Back To Mandalay by a nose. Though 
the effort continued a progression from 
last fall when the 5-year-old ran second 
at Callaway Gardens and Palm Beach, 
Stoneybrook represented a major step 
up in class. 

Five-time hurdle winner Eagle Beagle, 
the talented Atrium, comebacking Most 
Bossest and Aiken winner Junood all 
had enough talent to get the job done. 
As if that wasn’t enough, the race con-
ditions meant Italian Wedding, a nose 
away from being eligible for a maiden, 
carried 156 pounds and gave the others 
8-12 pounds.

“Obviously we knew the horse was 
talented and entered in fine form but I 
was very concerned with the weight go-
ing in,” Sheppard said. “To enter just 
off a maiden race and have to give hors-
es like Eagle Beagle up to 12 pounds is 
not an easy thing to do, especially for 
a relatively inexperienced horse. But it 
worked out well because there was a lot 
of speed and Dani was able to sit back 
a bit and then make a run and to her 
credit she rode a very well-timed race.” 

• Maggie Bryant’s Ptarmigan got 
things started with a dominant 10 
3/4-length win over males in the second, 
a $15,000 maiden hurdle at 2 miles. 
Bred by the late Eve Fout, the 4-year-old 
filly kicked off a riding double for Jeff 

Murphy when she stalked the early pace 
and blew things open late to overpower 
Back To Mandalay (Dalton) and Cen-
tury Gold (Darren Nagle) in 3:50.60 for 
the 2 miles.

Eve Fout, who passed away in De-
cember 2007, bred her mare Flaine to 
Unbridled Jet to produce Ptarmigan. 
The filly showed promise in three hurdle 
runs last fall as a 3-year-old, including 
two stakes tries. Doug Fout freshened 
Ptarmigan over the winter and head-
ed to Stoneybrook confident that she 

would run well. Just not 10 3/4 lengths 
confident.

“I told Jeff before the race I thought 
she’d be in the first three but she did 
surprise me with the way she won; 
she just dragged him to the front and 
jumped great and that’s exciting to see,” 
Fout said. “We’ve always liked the filly, 
but she just needed time to grow up and 
mature into herself. Last fall she had 
some bad luck and different little things 
but she’s really turned the corner this 
year. This year she’s gotten stronger and 
more relaxed. She’s always been a filly 
that’s very opinionated; she wants to do 
things her own way, but she’s beginning 
to relax more and that’s key.”

Bryant and Eve Fout were longtime 
friends who shared a passion for hors-
es. 

“Mom would have been tickled to 
be here and see her run the way she did 
and beat the pants off those boys,” Fout 
said. “But Maggie was my mom’s best 
friend since childhood and they grew up 
together, so even though Mom couldn’t 
be here it’s great to be able to experience 
this with Maggie.”

• Teddy Mulligan’s Liverpool Gloves 
(Murphy) took the third, a $10,000 
maiden claimer, via disqualification af-
ter Tolhwin Type was taken down for 
interference at the eighth fence that 
caused Beachcomber to fall. 

Liverpool Gloves was biding his time 
in seventh behind leader Moving Viola-
tion during the final lap when Tolhwin 
Type bore out at the eighth and bumped 

Stoneybrook –
 Continued from page 5

201-A Commerce Drive, New Holland, PA  17557

717-354-4794   www.NewHollandSupply.com

Dwain Snyder/Eclipse Sportswire
Italian Wedding glides to the finish with an easy win in the Stoneybrook feature for Jonathan Sheppard and Danielle Hodsdon.

See stoneybrook page 8 
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Country Living in virginia

132A East Main Street. Orange, VA 22960  •  540-672-3903  •  Fax: 540-672-3906  •  www.farmandestate.net   •  Equal Housing Opportunity

CASTLE HILL c. 1764: This 600+/- ac. estate in the heart 
of equestrian Keswick Hunt County, on the National 
Register of Historic Places & VA Landmarks Register. 
The beautiful setting encompasses a full compliment of  
estate buildings and formal gardens, pool, pool house, 
detached garage and extraordinary SW Mtn. views. Cas-
tle Hill is a rare and valuable piece of American history 
with a private estate setting. Price Upon Request.

CHANCELLOR’S ROCK: Featured twice in Architec-
tural Digest, Chancellor's Rock is a sophisticated and  
elegantly understated 446 acre estate in the tradition 
of Virginia's Hunt Country. Remarkable natural setting.  
Every expected amenityvsuch as guest cottage, farm 
manager’s house, stable, cattle barn and machine shed, 
pool complex and formal gardens. This is the perfect 
country retreat. $9,900,000

OLD KESWICK C. 1736: 550+ acre horse property with 
board fencing throughout. For the past 6 decades, the 
farm has been known for breeding and raising top-class 
horses. The manor has 11 ft ceilings, original woodwork 
and graciously proportioned rooms (including 7 BR.) 
Extensive horse facilities (36 stalls), cottages, summer 
kitchen and pool complex. A rare opportunity to purchase 
one of Virginia’s finest estates. Price Upon Request.

WILLOWBROOK, c. 1869: Charming, completely reno-
vated horse property in a desirable area of The Kes-
wick Hunt. 35+/- acres with six stall center aisle stable 
w/apt. and four bedroom manor house with a new  
gourmet kitchen and located just 10 mi. from Charlot-
tesville and UVA. A small gem surrounded by some of 
the most impressive larger estates in the Old Dominion.  
$2,100,000.

HUNGRY RUN FARM: Large Rappahannock estate with 
main residence (c. 1850) and two cottages.  This 487 acre 
property is mix of rolling pasture, hardwood and pine for-
ests with mountain views, multiple streams and frontage 
on the Rappahannock River. The land is well suited for 
horses/livestock, provides privacy and is a candidate for 
conservation easement. Located in Old Dominion Hunt 
country and just 65 miles to DC. Price Upon Request.

STAVE MILL FARM: Elegant Virginia horse farm in pasto-
ral setting. Built in 2001 with a copper roof and stucco on 
84 ac. in Albemarle Co circa.  Master BR suite on 1st floor, 
2 large BR w/ separate baths on 2nd floor, lovely high 
ceilings, cast-iron lentils, hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, 
high-end kitchen, guest cottage, 8-stall barn w/paddocks,  
run-in sheds,  riding ring, tractor shed w/shop, potting 
shed/summerhouse and trap shooting shed. $2,650,000

ELDON FARMS – A rare opportunity to acquire 2,067 
acres within 70 miles of Washington, D.C. Some of the 
most beautiful and private land in Rappahannock County 
and the entire state of Virginia. The land is a combination 
of rolling pasture land and mixed hardwoods. Significant 
mountain views and long river frontage make this prop-
erty very desirable. Price Upon Request.

GREEN SPRINGS LAND: 260+/- acres located in the 
beautiful and protected Green Springs area of Louisa 
Co. This property has mountain views towards the west 
and is located within 30 min. of downtown Charlottes-
ville. The land is a mix of open fields and woods which 
makes it ideal as an equestrian estate. Situated in one 
of the great Keswick Hunt areas. Numerous springs and 
frontage on Camp Creek. $1,695,000

LIBERTY MILLS LAND: Located in the heart of the Som-
erset area of Orange County, this 110 acre parcel has in-
credible mountain views and extensive frontage of Blue 
Run. Mostly open with great building sites and a good 
candidate for a conservation easement. $985,000

To inquire about any of these properties, please contact
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Beachcomber. Tolhwin Type continued on and joined 
Moving Violation while Liverpool Gloves made a run 
toward the leaders heading to the second-last. Tolhwin 
Type and Liverpool Gloves overtook a tiring Moving 
Violation and hit the last together, with the former 
pulling clear for a short-lived three-quarter-length 
win. After a stewards’ inquiry and claim of foul by 
Tom Foley aboard Beachcomber, Tolhwin Type was 
disqualified and placed last. Moving Violation (Nagle) 
was moved to second with Honour Emblem (Brian 
Crowley) to third.

For Murphy, the challenge of avoiding a fallen rival 
wasn’t his most difficult assignment of the weekend, 
considering he was in a local hospital late Friday night 
while battling a stomach virus that forced him to take 
IVs to refuel. He estimated it added seven pounds to 
his weight but after riding the training flat to start the 
card he deemed himself ready for whatever came his 
way, including a roughly run maiden claimer.

“I was in rough shape on Friday night but knew 
I had a few live mounts so after feeling OK to start 
the day I kept going,” Murphy said. “I really wasn’t 
involved in the trouble out there because it happened 
in front of me and I was making a bit of a wide move. 
My horse ran hard and even though he didn’t finish in 
front he ran a winning race and that’s what is impor-
tant. He’s improved quite a bit from last year so it’s 
nice to see Teddy’s got him going in the right direc-
tion.”

Liverpool Gloves made six starts on the flat for 
Neil Morris before coming into Mulligan’s barn in 
the summer of 2008. He made three ineffective hurdle 
starts during the fall of 2008 then missed a year. Liv-
erpool Gloves returned last November at Montpelier 
but pulled up at the last in an open maiden. Mulligan 
gave the 6-year-old the rest of the season off and start-
ed a new and improved Liverpool Gloves at Bull Run 
Point-to-Point March 21. With Murphy up, Liverpool 

Gloves won a maiden hurdle by 2 1/2 lengths and 
headed to Stoneybrook in the best form of his career.

“Teddy changed his training a little bit and has al-
lowed the horse to live outside and it’s gotten him to 
relax and settle down, which has really helped,” Mur-
phy said. “There’s been a big difference since last fall 
and his win at the point-to-point was the best thing to 
happen to him. It gave him some confidence and got 
him going the right way, which paid off.”

Stoneybrook –
 Continued from page 6

Catherine French
Ptarmigan (Jeff Murphy) flies a fence late in her powerful maiden hurdle win for trainer Doug Fout.
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CAMDEN, S.C. – Paddy Young hopped off Spy 
In The Sky after the 2009 Colonial Cup thinking one 
thing.

“If I ever get the chance to ride him again I’m never 
coming off the inner. He was comfortable there and 
there was no reason to go as wide as I did. I want 
another try.”

That’s why the champion jockey smiled when train-
er Jimmy Day called about riding Spy In The Sky in the 
$75,000 Carolina First Carolina Cup March 27. And 
Young delivered. Sticking to the inside, Randleston 
Farm’s Spy In The Sky ran down an upset-minded 
Major Malibu in the stretch to win the Grade II stakes 
and make the first play in the 2010 championship race. 
The winner scored by 5 lengths over a late-running 
Divine Fortune with Major Malibu a half-length back 
in third. Final time for the 2 1/4 miles over Springdale 
Race Course’s natural brush was 4:27.2.

Four Schools assumed the early lead, but jumped 
erratically to his right and soon gave way to Major 
Malibu with the others in the eight-horse field content 
to wait. Major Malibu (Jeff Murphy) set a moderate 
pace, but ratcheted up the pressure on the backstretch 
the final time. Blazing away, the timber winner opened 
6 lengths with two fences to go and had many thinking 
upset – until Young said go with Spy In The Sky. The 
6-year-old shifted from stalker to pursuer, jumped the 
last on even terms with the leader and drew off. Divine 
Fortune (Danielle Hodsdon) closed in the stretch to 
take second, but was nowhere near the winner.

“He jumped like a bunny,” Young said. “Ma-
jor Malibu was clear going to the second-last, but I 
thought I was always going to get him. He’s a fantastic 
little jumper, so he is. He’s not very big, but he has lots 
of scope.”

Young rode Spy In The Sky in the 2009 Colonial 
Cup because of an injury to regular jockey Liam 
McVicar and listened to instructions about not put-
ting the horse in a crowd. Spy In The Sky rated kindly 
on the inside for much of that race’s 2 3/4 miles, but 
went wide while launching a bid on the final turn. A 

Second
Chance

Tod Marks
Spy In The Sky (foreground) catches 
Major Malibu after the last fence.

Young, Spy In The Sky
team up to take stakes

BY JOE clANcY

CARolINA CUp RACeS
Saturday, March 27

See Carolina Cup page 11 
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late jumping mistake ended the move as 
Spy In The Sky faded to eighth, almost 
10 lengths behind winner Mixed Up.

With McVicar still not 100 percent, 
Day called Young and the jockey re-
membered his last ride on the horse.

“I went back and watched the video 
of the Colonial Cup and I was embar-
rassed and disgusted with myself,” said 
Young. “He was traveling great down 
on the inner in the Colonial Cup but I 
had it in my head that I had to get out 
because they said he didn’t like being 
crowded by other horses. I could have 
ridden him better. He might not have 
won, but it could have gone better. I 
told myself to keep him down there to-
day and if he got beat, then my bad.”

Spy In The Sky won for the fourth 
time in 16 career hurdle starts and 
neared the $200,000 mark in steeple-
chase earnings while giving owners Me-
linda and Jim Carter their second Caro-
lina Cup score.

Day used a flat prep at Piedmont 
Point-to-Point March 20 as a tightener 
and sent his horse south. The traveling 
team put cotton in Spy In The Sky’s ears 
to calm him and the horse produced.

“He was more relaxed in his stall 
today than I’ve ever seen him, and I’ve 
paid attention to him,” said Young. 
“Jimmy had him spot on and he was 
ready to run his race.”

In what is becoming a habit, Day 
wasn’t there to see the victory as his 
flight returned to Winchester, Va. due to 
fuel problems. The trainer also missed 
Spy In The Sky’s 2009 New York Turf 
Writers Cup score and Top Of The Bill’s 
win in the 2006 Carolina Cup.

• You could almost hear Brian Crow-
ley talking himself into waiting with 
Arcadius on the backside of Camden’s 
$30,000 allowance hurdle. 

“I wanted to wait a bit; he has a lot 
of natural ability, you just have to cajole 
it out of him,” said the jockey. “He felt 
a million dollars. I was happy Amber-
sham was in front of me and I could see 
Willie Dowling was just scrubbing away 
a bit on him so I waited.”

Finally, Crowley waited no more and 
Arcadius zoomed alongside Ambersham 
exiting the final turn and powered off to 
score by 2 1/4 lengths for Hudson River 
Farm and trainer Jonathan Sheppard. 
Ambersham settled for second with Lead 
Us Not (Hodsdon) third. The winner 

needed 4:10.4 to cover the 2 1/8 miles.
The $500,000 yearling purchase start-

ed twice on the flat for Ireland’s Cool-
more operation and Aidan O’Brien, but 
switched to jumps in 2008. He won an 
Irish maiden hurdle in 2008 and joined 
Sheppard’s American stable in time for 
2009. The campaign included an allow-
ance win at Radnor, a third in the Grade 
I Lonesome Glory, two stakes placings 
at Saratoga and a lost jockey at Stoney-
brook. The 6-year-old fit the two-other-
than conditions at Camden perfectly and 
heads back to stakes company. 

Crowley would like to accompany 
the son of Giant’s Causeway. The Irish-
man rode for 11 years in England and 
Ireland – winning 48 races during the 
2002-03 season and riding for top 
trainer Venetia Williams. He broke his 
neck in a fall in 2004, missed 10 months 
and seemingly retired in 2006 to pursue 
other options in racing. He returned to 
ride a winner – his first in three years 
– last spring. Crowley, 29, came to the 
United States early this year on the ad-
vice of good friend Calvin McCormack 
and landed a galloping job with Shep-
pard. 

“Opportunities at home are very, 
very limited now,” said Crowley. “It’s 
tough. If you’re not flying, even though 
you’re riding well, you’re easily forgot-
ten about it. If you come over here and 
get a nice job and work hard enough at 
it, nine times out of 10 you’ll get the op-
portunity. 

Crowley’s American stay ends this 
week, but he hopes to extend his immi-
gration status and return for the rest of 
the 2010 season.

• There are photo finishes and then 
there are photo finishes. Class Century 
and Virginia Minstrel hit the line so to-
gether that few people could truly sepa-
rate them, least of all the participants.

Richard Boucher steered Class Cen-
tury to the winner’s circle. Carl Rafter 
took the tack off Virginia Minstrel, who 
headed back to the barn with trainer Ju-
lie Gomena. And then everyone looked 
at the results board. Over Creek Sta-
ble’s Virginia Minstrel won the $25,000 
maiden hurdle by the slimmest of noses, 
prevailing after a lengthy stretch battle 
over Class Century in 4:10 for the 2 1/8 
miles. Parker’s Project (Hodsdon) closed 
for third.

“I had my head down driving because 
I knew when I pulled my stick through 
to my left hand I just had to go for it,” 
said Rafter. “I asked Richard who won 

Carolina Cup –
 Continued from page 10 The 

MARYLAND
HUNT CUP

Parking reservations
General Parking ($35/car) may be purchased after April 1 at: Butler Store, 

Valley Motors, Wine Merchant, Dogwood Tack, The Filling Station at Shawan, 
and Unionville Saddle Shop • Patron Parking ($100/car) & General Parking 

may be purchased on the internet at www.marylandhuntcup.com or send check 
to Maryland Hunt Cup Association, P.O. Box 2342, Westminster, MD 21158. 
Advance Reservations Only. No Sales or Parking Available on Race Day. 

No Food Available for Purchase – Bring a Picnic.
NSA horsemen and member badges good for General Admission only.

8 8

Worthington Farms • Glyndon, MD
Gates Open 1 P.M. • Post Time 4 P.M.

The world’s oldest and most important timber race!

4 Miles • 22 Fences 
Amateur Jockeys • $75,000 Purse

114th Running

Saturday, April 24

Photo by Douglas Lees

2009 winner Michele Marieschi 
and George Hundt Jr.

8 8

Tod Marks
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and he was smiling as soon as I looked 
up. I thought he won. We looked at the 
number board and someone said ‘by the 
way, you won.’ We were delighted.”

Whistling Deputy took an immediate 
lead, followed by Class Century, Virgin-
ia Minstrel, Coupe de Ville, Bud Mon 
and Parker’s Project. Class Century and 
Virginia Minstrel went after the leader 
as one, and swarmed past. They jumped 
the last together and each looked ready 
to surge away. Neither did, though 
Class Century appeared to have a slight 
advantage at the wire – which angles 
across the track and skews the view of 
grandstand spectators.

Virginia Minstrel didn’t help his 
chances with some sticky fences (rust) 
and a slight inside lean (quirkiness). 
Rafter switched his whip to his left hand 
in the stretch and got a result.

“He has a lot of ability, and was a 
great ride,” said Rafter. “But once he 
hit the front, his ears came up and he 
backed off. He came back underneath 
me and started leaning in on the other 
horse. He’ll get better though, it’s char-
acter more than anything.

Based in Virginia, Gomena went to 
Lucy Loomis’ farm near Aiken due to 
the weather. The trainer likes the results 
gained from using nearby Chime Bell 
Farm and the Hitchcock Woods in Ai-
ken with schooling sessions in Camden.

“Coming to Aiken was absolutely es-
sential,” she said. “I was thinking about 
it after the first snow, then we got more 
snow and I had to go. I had to. I couldn’t 
train, couldn’t get out of the barn.”

Virginia Minstrel raced for owner/
breeder Bill Backer and trainer Ham-
ilton Smith on the flat (like stablemate 
Country Cousin) and became Gomena’s 
steeplechaser on the recommendation 
of trainer Cyril Murphy.

• Weather? What weather? 
Meet At Eleven proved that snow 

doesn’t stop success when he stormed 
home to win the $20,000 allowance 
timber for Rafter and owner/trainer 
Todd McKenna. The Irish import sat 
well off early leader Regality, waited 
when Woodmont took command over 
the final two fences and sprinted in the 
stretch to score by a widening length in 
6:30.8 for the 3 miles. Woodmont (Jeff 
Murphy) settled for second with Relear 
(Young) third.

McKenna left no variable unad-
dressed – driving the truck and trailer 

south with young daughter Skyler, lead-
ing his horse to the paddock and giv-
ing Rafter detailed instructions (with 
examples).

“You see where that car is?” McK-
enna asked the jockey while pointing 
across the horsemen’s lot. “He came up 
that far away at a fence with me once. 
He made it, so don’t let me scare you, 
but remember he can do that. Remem-
ber.”

A frequent point-to-point and high-
weight timber mount for his owner/
trainer, Meet At Eleven jumped around 
stiff courses at My Lady’s Manor and 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup last year and 
proved to be ready for Camden’s speed-
favoring course.

“Todd took me out the back to the 
car park and told me all about the 
horse,” said Rafter. “I was ready for 
anything, but he never really took off 
from that far back. When a long spot 
was there, he took it. I was on top of 
horses, looking down on horses. What 
a scopey horse.”

McKenna battled the snow and ice 
at home, but managed to produce a fit 
horse who got a final tightener on the flat 
at Bull Run Point-to-Point March 21.

• The finale brought together five 
maiden fillies and mares, who quick-
ly separated when the flag dropped. 
World Away blitzed to a huge lead de-
spite jumping poorly, leaving the oth-
ers to fend for themselves. Down the 
backstretch the final time, World Away 
wilted and Make Believe sprouted. The 
6-year-old mare kicked clear on the fi-
nal turn and was never threatened while 
scoring by 9 1/2 lengths. Hodsdon rode 
the winner, who covered the 2 1/8 miles 
in 4:15.8. while beating Better Than 
Even (Murphy) and Bobbin’ Forgold 
(Jacob Roberts).

“I didn’t want to let (World Away) 
get too far in front, but figured it was 
pretty unlikely she could keep going,” 
said Hodsdon. “It was a little bit dif-
ficult for my filly because she was alone 
and a little bit too careful.”

Make Believe is a half-sister to 2009 
maiden hurdle winner Lunar Labor and 
was good enough to win four races on 
the flat before placing fourth in her hur-
dle debut at Palm Beach late last year. 
The daughter of Crowd Pleaser stood 
out in the program, and really turned 
heads in the paddock.

“She’s beautiful, and I really like her,” 
said Hodsdon. “She’s got a lot of class. 
She can be a little bit nervous and she 
takes care of herself but I like her and 
I’m not a filly person by any means.”

Carolina Cup –
 Continued from page 11

Tod Marks
Meet At Eleven flies the last fence on the way to a timber win at the Carolina Cup.

Tod Marks
Make Believe heads to victory in the filly/mare maiden hurdle.
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Carolina Cup Races
Camden, S.C. 

Saturday, March 27. 
Turf: Firm.

1st. Training Flat. 1-1/2 miles.
1. Prince Rahy  L  155  Torres 
2. Class Bopper   155  Boucher 
3. Takmeoutodabalgame  L  155  Dowling 
4. Mixed Up   155  Hodsdon
5. Odds And Evens  L  145  Dalton 
6. Waracha  L  156  Roberts 
7. Ziggly  L  150  Knight 
8. Bermuda  L  155  Young 
9. Magic Moonshine  L  155  McCarron 
10. Wazee Moto  L  151  Slater 
11. Orison  L  151  Crowley 
12. Eye Said Scat Cat  L  155  Nagle 
Mgn: 3 3/4. Time: 2:15.
O: Dogwood Stable. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 8, Rahy-Hishi Lover, Pleasant Colony. 
Bred by Masaichiro Abe (Ky).

2nd. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Virginia Minstrel  L  154  Rafter 
2. Class Century   144  Boucher 
3. Parker’s Project  L  144  Hodsdon 
4. Diamond Fever  L  154  McCarron 
5. Bud Mon  L  154  Roberts
6. Coupe De Ville  L  154  Young
PU. Happy Seamus  L  154  Dalton 
PU. Leading Character  L  149  Nagle
PU. Whistling Deputy  L  154  Dowling 
Mgn: Nose. Time: 4:10.
O: Over Creek Farm. T: Julie Gomena.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6, Pleasant Tap-Divine Dixie, 
Dixieland Band. 
Bred by William Backer (Ky).

3rd. $20,000. Allowance timber. 3 miles.
(NW 2).

1. Meet At Eleven (Ire)  L  160  Rafter 
2. Woodmont  L  165  Murphy 
3. Relear  L  160  Young 
4. Kilbreena (Ire)  L  165  Slater 
5. Shiny Emblem  L  165  Dowling
LR. Westfield Dancer (Ire)  160  Haynes 
PU. Regality   150  Delaney 
Mgn: 1. Time: 6:30 4/5.
O: Keystone Thoroughbreds. T: Todd McKenna.
B. g. 11, Oscar (Ire)-Everdancing (GB), 
Dance In Time. 
Bred by David Magnier (Ire).

4th. $30,000. Allow./str. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
(NW2X or for clm. price In 2009).

1. Arcadius  L  148  Crowley 
2. Ambersham  L  144  Dowling 
3. Lead Us Not  L  148  Hodsdon
4. Miss Crown  L  136  Dalton
5. Hope For Us All  L  139  Young
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 4:10 2/5.
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 6, Giant’s Causeway-Unify, Farma Way. 
Bred by Jayeff B Stable (Ky).

5th. $75,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/4-miles. 
Carolina First Carolina Cup (Gr. II).

Brush course.
1. Spy In The Sky  L  154  Young
2. Divine Fortune  L  150  Hodsdon
3. Major Malibu  L  142  Murphy 
4. Sunshine Numbers  L  142  Dalton 
5. Zozimus  L  142  Nagle 
6. Tax Ruling  L  154  Dowling 
LR. Chess Board (GB)  L  142  Rafter 
PU. Four Schools (Ire)  L  146  McCarron
Mgn: 5. Time: 4:27:1/5.
O: Randleston Farm. T: Jimmy Day.
Ch. g. 6, Thunder Gulch-Monaassabaat, Zilzal. 
Bred by Gainsborough Farm (Ky).

6th. $20,000. F&M mdn. hurdle. 2-1/8 miles.
1. Make Believe  L  153  Hodsdon
2. Better Than Even  L  153  Murphy
3. Bobbin’ Forgold  L  145  Roberts 
4. Dancing Sky (Ire)  L  153  Walsh
PU. World Away  L  154  Young
Mgn: 9 1/2. Time: 4:15 4/5.
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Dk. B./Br. m. 6, Crowd Pleaser-Per Ardua, 
Great Above. 
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Pa).
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Want the good news or the bad news? For Silver-
ton Hill Farm, trainer Leslie Young and jockey Paddy 
Young, March 20 provided elation and indigestion at 
the Aiken Steeplechase in Aiken, S.C.

Upstart Torlundy continued to climb the steeple-
chase ladder by handling open stakes foes in the 
$45,000 Budweiser Imperial Cup. Unfortunately, the 
5-year-old son of Monarchos bowed his right front 
tendon in the process.

“It was so exciting him coming down the stretch, 
then I’m waiting with Jack (Fisher) and Mr. (Jonathan) 
Sheppard for the horses to come back and Paddy’s 
coming really slowly,” Leslie Young said. “I thought, 
‘Oh no.’ You know when you have that feeling in the 
pit of your gut, it was definitely heartbreaking.”

For Paddy Young, he had that feeling before the last 
fence when Torlundy shortened stride.

“It was too late at that point, I made up my mind if 
he jumps the fence well and lands running, maybe he 
just banged himself or something,” Young said. “To 

be fair to the horse, once he landed he put his head 
down and ran to the wire, I pushed him out hands 
and heels, I didn’t want to hit him, he’s all heart and 
determination the little lad so he is, he’s a great little 
horse.”

After going winless in 10 starts on the flat, the 
5-year-old won his jump debut for a $15,000 tag at 
Colonial Downs last September. Without many op-
tions, Torlundy jumped into the deep end and finished 
second in the Appleton at Far Hills in October.

“The Appleton toughened him up and stood him in 
good stead,” Paddy Young said.

In his final start of 2009, Torlundy set the pace and 
ran hard to finish third behind the more seasoned Seer 
and Ground Frost in the Palm Beach Novice Stakes.

Faced with blizzard conditions at their Pennsylva-

nia base, the Youngs escaped to Camden. Paddy left 
with seven horses in February. Leslie followed with 
three more a few weeks later. Southern training pro-
duced a fit and ready horse.

Paddy Young placed Torlundy off the pace of Swag-
ger Stick (Willie Dowling) as the small field turned into 
two packs. Highweight Four Schools fell at the sixth 
hurdle while Swagger Stick and Torlundy opened 25 
lengths on Sermon Of Love (Danielle Hodsdon) and 
Letter Perfect (Carl Rafter).

It stayed that way as Swagger Stick and Torlundy 
touched down at the last on even terms before Torlun-
dy wore down Swagger Stick – who bore the brunt of 
the snow at Jack Fisher’s Maryland base all winter – to 

Winning
and losing

Tod Marks
Torlundy (left) battles Swagger Stick late in the stakes feature at Aiken.

Torlundy wins stakes,
injures leg in process

BY SEAN clANcY

AIkeN STeepleChASe
Saturday, March 20

See aiken page 15 
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win by three-quarters of a length. It was 
another 50 lengths to Sermon Of Love. 
Torlundy finished 2 miles in 3:40.80. 

“Considering that was just his fourth 
run, he never missed a fence, he’s so pro-
fessional,” Paddy Young said. “From 
day one, he wanted to do it. From the 
first day I rode him I knew he would do 
that, everything about him was work, 
work, work. He had a great attitude.”

Tommy and Bonnie Hamilton of Sil-
verton Hill Farm sent More Fascination 
to the Youngs a few years ago and have 
followed with more horses who weren’t 
pulling their weight on the flat. The 
Hamiltons own a 1,500-acre farm in 
Springfield Ky. and won the Toyota Blue 
Grass with Dominican in 2007, but Tor-
lundy was toiling for $4,500 at Charles 
Town before meeting the Youngs.

“He deserved to win some kind of 
stake and it was great for the Hamil-
tons, they’ve been very supportive for 
us,” Leslie Young said. “It’s a whole 
new thing for them, they were delighted 
and bummed out. They’re wonderful 
that way, they understand. He’s a very 
genuine horse who gives 150 percent. 
He’s only 5, we’ll discuss things with the 
Hamiltons, I’m sure they’ll be patient; 
he’s a nice little horse, hopefully he’ll 
have another day.

• Back in February, Leslie Young ini-
tiated the escape from snow. She called 
Brian Hogan and Michele Sanger and 
began the southern migration. Hogan 
had the truck. Sanger didn’t hesitate to 
put her two-horse steeplechase roster 
on the van to Camden. 

The owner/trainer was rewarded 
on Opening Day when Birthday Beau 
trounced allowance foes. Birthday Beau 
(Darren Nagle) opened a 15-length lead 
on six opponents, allowed it to slip to 
2 lengths and then widened it again to 
win by a comfortable 9 lengths over 
Here Comes Art (Bernie Dalton) and 
2009 Claimer of the Year Eagle Beagle 
(Young).

A 5-year-old son of Silic, Birthday 
Beau broke his maiden on the final day 
of the 2009 season when wiring foes at 
Palm Beach. He did it again in the 2010 
opener. Much to Sanger’s surprise.

“I was shocked, very shocked,” she 
said “He was sitting in the pasture full 
of snow a month ago, I hadn’t touched 
him since Palm Beach, I didn’t train, 
I didn’t touch him then the blizzards 
came, it took me a week to get out of 
there after the second blizzard, Brian 
picked me and Leslie up.”

In Camden for the winter, Nagle 
picked up the mount in the morning.

“I told Darren it wouldn’t take him 
much to get fit but I told him I hadn’t 
ridden him, we brought him up really 
slowly, did a couple of works and then 
said ‘why not go to Aiken,’ ” Sanger 
said. “Darren tried to convince me to 
put him in the claimer, but I said he’s 
a nice horse, I wasn’t going to go that 
low on him, then he’s sitting there 20, 
25 lengths ahead and I’m thinking ‘Oh 
my God, please give him a break.’ ”

He didn’t need one. Birthday Beau 
dispatched Here Comes Art early and 
then had plenty left. Sanger leaves the 
strategy to her horse. In 3:42.40, the 
strategy was sealed.

“He just loves it, I knew he was go-

Aiken –
 Continued from page 14

See aiken page 16 

Fleeting Thunder draws off 
in the maiden claimer.

Tod Marks
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ing to win coming into the second fence, 
his eye was soft, his ears were pricked, 
he was a half length in front of (Here 
Comes Art) and when he landed he 
was a full length beyond him,” Sanger 
said. “It was like, ‘that horse is going 
to win.’ I panicked a little when he was 
20 lengths in front. I didn’t realize he 
would win the way he did, but he was 
so in his rhythm. He’s very happy, he’s 
a very good mover, it’s like he knows it, 
‘I like to be here and I have a little turn 
of foot.’ ”

Sanger looked toward the nov-
ice stakes at Queen’s Cup for his next 
start.

• Jonathan Sheppard has a lot of 
homebreds. They come out of the Ash-
well Stable woodwork in all shapes, 
sizes, ages and careers.

Italian Wedding, a Sheppard home-
bred born in Florida of all places, became 
the latest winner with a hard-earned win 
in the maiden. The 5-year-old son of Al-
phabet Soup jumped the last a length 
down but jockey Danielle Hodsdon 
asked for a big one and got it. Italian 
Wedding ran down Road To Manda-
lay (Dalton) to win by a nose. Veteran 
Coupe De Ville (Young) finished third 
after 2 miles 3:52.

“Early on, I was more of a believer 
than most in the horse; he’s by a nice 
stallion out of a very talented mare, so 
at some point I was expecting he’d turn 
into something,” Sheppard said. “At 
first he was just immature both physi-

cally and mentally but he started com-
ing around a bit last summer. His works 
got a little better and he started showing 
more.” 

Italian Wedding finished seventh be-
hind eventual novice champion Left Un-
said his career debut at Strawberry Hill 
last spring. In June, he tried a start on 
the flat (finishing fifth to eventual jump 
stakes winner Class Bopper). In the fall, 
he ran on the flat at Colonial Downs, 
fell at Far Hills before putting together 
two decent seconds to finish out 2009.

Sheppard had him primed for his 
2010 debut.

“We gave him a run at Colonial in the 
race for hurdle horses and he did well 
so we went on to Far Hills. He caught 
that muddy turf and toppled over but I 
think if it was firm he would have been 
able to keep his legs under him,” Shep-
pard said. “Then he really ran well to 
close out the season at Callaway and 
Palm Beach and it set him up well for 
Saturday. It’s always a little sweeter to 
win with a homebred. It’s a struggle to 
maintain a broodmare band so every 
little bit helps. He’s a nice young horse 
that’s improving and getting better with 
age, which is exciting.”

• Paddy Young, last year’s champi-
on jockey, doubled on the Aiken card, 
winning a maiden claimer with Debra 
Kachel’s Fleeting Thunder who easily 
handled Honour Emblem (Brian Crow-
ley) and Century Gold (Nagle). The lat-
ter opened up a big lead but couldn’t 
withstand a late run from Fleeting Thun-
der who finished 2 miles in 3:48.40.

Hendriks claimed the Maryland-bred 
son of Go For Gin from Nancy Alberts 
for $7,500 last summer and sent him 

out over jumps four times last fall. Just 
3, he was hampered at the last fence in 
his debut at Foxfield when losing Young 
then finished third at Middleburg a week 
later. He finished fifth in the Gladstone 
at Far Hills then finished third against 
older horses in the maiden claimer at 
Montpelier.

“He was running well at Foxfield and 
he tripped up and fell, he ran OK at Far 
Hills, he ran well at Montpelier but he 
didn’t quite get the trip being 3,” Young 
said. “It worked out perfect, he jumped 
well, he was good for a little bit more, 
he’s no world beater, but hopefully he’d 
be able to win again.”

The field bypassed the last fence after 
jockey Roderick Mackenzie was hurt 
when falling from Tom’s Last Chance 
on the first circuit. The alternate route 
gave the runners a long run from the 
last fence on the backside to the wire.

“It was great for maiden claimers. 
No complaints,” Young said. “It actu-
ally worked out well, because I could sit 
and give him a bit of a breather, it was 
a long run until the wire, so it was just 
holding him together around the turn, 
the other guys were going for it and I 

could keep a little up my sleeve, then he 
quickened up better than the others.”

• Dave Washer didn’t stick around 
for the trophy presentation of the con-
ditioned claimer, he was too busy cool-
ing out Junood who won his third ca-
reer race in the Aiken finale. Originally 
written as a non-winners-of-two races 
for $10,000, the race was opened up 
allowing Junood, Cuse and Bold Turn 
to take on three others including a first-
time starter.

Junood (Dalton) rallied to catch Cuse 
(Carl Rafter) by a half-length. Atrium 
(Matt McCarron) finished third, beaten 
less than a length for the win. Junood 
finished 2 miles in 3:46. Winless in four 
starts over hurdles last year, Junood 
earned his third victory from 10 starts 
over jumps.

“He’s run well for us and he’s all right 
in that company,” said Washer. “When 
he’s good and when he’s on his type of 
course and against his type of horses, 
he’s pretty tough. I’m glad they changed 
the race because if you miss one of those 
races with a horse like him, you’re play-
ing catch up.”

Aiken –
 Continued from page 15

Howard County-Iron Bridge 2010 Race Meet

The Howard County Hunt Cup - $10,000 Open Timber
The Alda Clark Plate – Novice Timber
The Hurdy Gurdy  - Foxhunter Timber
The Harwood Perpetual – Ladies Foxhunter Timber
The Founders’ Cup - HCIBH Member Only Foxhunter Timber
Cattail River Junior Races - $500 Challenge (open to all Pony Clubs)
The Adelaide Riggs Perpetual Cup - $1,000 Hunt Team Relay Race Challenge (open to all Hunt Clubs)

$10,000 Purse!

$500 Pony Club Bonus!

$1,000 Hunt Club Bonus!

Saturday, May 1, 2010, Post Time: 12:30 p.m.
Pleasant Prospect Farm • 4389 Jennings Chapel Rd • Brookeville, MD 20833

Derby Party To Follow!

www.hcibhounds.com              www.marylandsteeplechase.com

Entry fee $25 except where noted. Race Entries: Central Entry 540-439-3820 or www.cen-
tralentryoffice.com; No entries at post: Entries Close at Noon Monday immediately prior to 
race day; All O/T/R’s & horses must be acceptable to the race committee.  All riders must sign 
liability waiver; junior’s must have a parent or guardian available to sign waiver. 

Race Information: Bill Reightler  410-428-2109 or billr3@verizon.net or Mary Anne Ridgely 
301-873-1033 jasper@mris.com

Tod Marks
Italian Wedding (right) nips Back To Mandalay in the maiden hurdle.

Tod Marks
Birthday Beau lands running in his allowance hurdle.
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Aiken Steeplechase
Aiken, S.C. 

Saturday, March 20. 
Turf: Firm.

1st. Training Flat. 1 1/4 miles.
1. Air Maggy  L  155  Crowley 
2. Virginia Minstrel  L  155  Rafter 
3. Ascertain (Ire)  L  155  Dowling 
4. Canteen  L  155  Torres 
5. Chess Board (GB)  L  155  Young 
6. False I. D.  L  155  McCarron 
7. Bud Mon  L  150  Walsh 
8. Dancing Sky (Ire)  L  150  Mackenzie 
9. Maestro Magic  L  150  Hansel 
10. Allail   150  Dalton 
11. Swinging Tequila   150  Fillmore 
12. Pocket Road   155  Sankey 
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 2:15 2/5.
O: Maggie Bryant. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Gr./Ro. g. 4, Sky Mesa-Mighty Mags, Wild 
Again. Bred by John Oxley (Ky).

2nd. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 miles.
1. Italian Wedding  L  154  Hodsdon
2. Back To Mandalay   154  Dalton 
3. Coupe De Ville  L  154  Rafter 
4. Triple Bogey Blues  L  149  Mackenzie
PU. Evarts  L  144  Young 
PU. Primero Peru   149  Nagle 
Mgn: Nose. Time: 3:52.
O/T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Ch. g. 5, Alphabet Soup-Effervescent, Citid-
ancer.  Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (Fla).

3rd. $10,000. Mdn. clm. hurdle. 2 miles.
$15,000-$10,000 clm. price

1. Fleeting Thunder  L  142  Young 
2. Honour Emblem  L  148  Crowley 
3. Century Gold  L  137  Nagle 
4. Happy Seamus  L  148  Dalton 
5. Music Tune  L  141  Roberts 
F. Tom’s Last Chance  L  141  Mackenzie 
PU. Bluebird Ridge  L  140  Rafter 
Mgn: 3 1/4. Time: 3:48 2/5.
O: Debra Kachel. T: Ricky Hendriks.
B. g. 4, Go For Gin-December Thunder, Thun-
der Rumble. Bred by Dr. Fred Lewis (Md).

4th. $25,000. Allowance hurdle. 2 miles.
NW1X.

1. Birthday Beau  L  151  Nagle 
2. Here Comes Art  L  156  Dalton 
3. Eagle Beagle  L  144  Young 
4. Indy Run  L  147  Rafter 
5. Farah T Salute  L  143  Roberts 
6. Blue Rider  L  148  Walsh
7. Class Crash  L  144  Boucher
Mgn: 9. Time: 3:42 2/5.
O/T: Michele Sanger.
B. g. 5, Silic (Fr)-Sue’s Jet, Tri Jet. 
Bred by Woodsfield Farm (Fla).

5th. $45,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 miles. 
NW $27,000 2X in 2009-2010. 

Budweiser Imperial Cup.
1. Torlundy  L  142  Young 
2. Swagger Stick  L  150  Dowling
3. Sermon Of Love  L  146  Hodsdon
4. Letter Perfect  L  142  Rafter 
F. Four Schools (Ire)  L  158  Walsh 
Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:40 4/5.
O: Silverton Hill. T: Leslie Young.
Gr. g. 5, Monarchos-Jayhawk Judy, Woodman. 
Bred by Mike Francesa & John Perrotta (Ky).

6th. $10,000. Cond. clm. hurdle. 2 miles.
NW3 for $15,000-$10,000.

1. Junood   148  Dalton 
2. Cuse  L  148  Rafter 
3. Atrium  L  140  McCarron
4. Bold Turn  L  138  Price 
5. Suits And Ties   130  Hansel 
F. Beachcomber  L  131  Crowley
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:46.
O/T: Dave Washer.
Gr/Ro. g. 7, Cozzene-Melody Queen (GB), 
Merdon Melody (GB). 
Bred by Mrs. Nellie Cox (Ky).

Don’t just sit there!  Advertise!
Steeplechase Times delivers customers.

Call (410) 392-5867 or see st-publishing.
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ST Bulletin Board
Double Business Card Ads: $100 for one insertion, $75 each for six or more.

www.peterlvillafineart.comwww.peterlvillafineart.com
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Villa Styeeplechase 2010  3/3/10  11:08 AM  Page 1

WORLDWIDE TOURS
• Inn To Inn Rides
• Country Hacks
• Horse Driven
Vacations

Toll Free: 800-852-7613
www.highpointetours.com

• Horsemanship Holidays
• Ride & Golf Vacations
• Ride andAttend Popular
Equestrian Events

bw_ad_resize:Layout 1 3/8/10 8:41 AM Page 1

Equine Sporting Art By

Beth Parcell Evans

609-466-2573
evansequineart@rcn.com

www.bethparcellevans.com

Hack to Hunt Country!
For Sale in Camden, South Carolina

“Hunt Box” with contemporary 
open floor plan featuring split 

Master Suites. Great Room with beautiful 
dark walnut mantel. 12’ ceilings, 

inground pool & pole barn. 
All on 6 acres with 7 more available. 

Protective covenants. 
$475k.  Owner Financing.

Keith Richardson
Broker Associate / REALTOR®

803.272.6207
Camden, South Carolina

kcrichardson4@yahoo.com
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Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Danielle Hodsdon ................9 4 1 3 $63,250 .44
Paddy Young .....................12 3 1 2 88,050 .25 
Jeff Murphy .........................6 2 2 1 30,100 .33
Carl Rafter ...........................8 2 1 1 33,800 .25
Bernie Dalton ......................9 1 3 1 23,650 .11
Darren Nagle .......................8 1 1 2 23,300 .13
Brian Crowley ......................5 1 1 1 20,800 .20

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Jonathan Sheppard ...........11 5 1 3 $81,250 .46
Dave Washer .......................4 1 2 1 13,400 .25
Ricky Hendriks ....................4 1 1 1 12,100 .25
Jimmy Day ..........................3 1 1 0 49,850 .33
Leslie Young .......................3 1 0 1 29,000 .33
Michele Sanger ...................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Todd McKenna ....................1 1 0 0 12,000 1.00
Teddy Mulligan ....................2 1 0 0 6,400 .50
Julie Gomena ......................1  1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Doug Fout ...........................1 1 0 0 9,000 1.00

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Randleston Farm .................2 1 0 0 $46,250 .50
Bill Pape ..............................4 1 1 2 33,000 .25
Jonathan Sheppard .............3 3 0 0 27,000 1.00
Silverton Hill .......................2 1 0 0 27,000 .50
Hudson River Farm .............2 1 0 1 20,500 .50
Michele Sanger ...................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Over Creek Stable ................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Gill Johnston .......................3 0 2 0 14,000 .00
Keystone Thoroughbreds ....1 1 0 0 12,000 1.00
Maggie Bryant .....................2 1 0 0 9,000 .50

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Win%
Spy In The Sky ....................1 1 0 0 $45,000 1.00
Torlundy ..............................1 1 0 0 27,000 1.00
Italian Wedding ...................2 2 0 0 21,000 1.00
Arcadius ..............................1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00
Virginia Minstrel ..................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Birthday Beau ......................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Divine Fortune .....................1 0 1 0 13,500 .00
Make Believe .......................1 1 0 0 12,000 1.00
Meet At Eleven (ire) .............1 1 0 0 12,000 1.00
Ptarmigan ...........................1 1 0 0 9,000 1.00

NSA Standings
THROuGH APRIL 9

1 (800) 368-0872   |   www.horseracingtripsworldwide.com

Royal Ascot (June)
L’Arc de Triomphe (Sep-Oct) 
Cheltenham (March)
Dubai (March)
Aintree (April)

Contact John Mueller
ezywalkerusa@yahoo.com 

www.ezywalker.com
540-830-9116

70’ Walkers Now on Sale! $2000 Off

EzyWalker
Horse Exercising 
Machines

Built to Last•	
4 to 12 Horse Capacity•	
Suitable for All Breeds•	
Direct Dive Mechanism•	
Made of Galvanized Steel•	

Serious Sporting Art

Juli Kirk “Hounds!” Oil on panel

Design a room 
around this...

Portraits of Man or Beast
Paintings, Prints, Fine China, French Wrought Iron

 BeresfordGallery.com
610-347-1247 • Open anytime by appointment
Rt.82, Unionville, PA (Near Kennett Square)

...custom 
wrought iron 

refrigerator 
handles.

Polo handles 
also available.

Come see us in Willowdale Town Center in Kennett Square 
November & December • Wednesday – Saturday 10 – 5

and always by appointment.

�  

SHOW AT THE LAURELS
Landhope Driving Event

West Grove, PA
September 11-13 Daily • Nighttime Openings 11th & 12th

For More Information, www.laurelscde.org

Beresford Gallery
Valerie Craig – “September Oasis”

Kennett Square, PA
Rt 926 & Rt 82  •  610-347-1247 

Great selection online at Beresfordgallery.com

610-347-1247
Rte. 82 in Unionville, PA • Saratoga, NY for the races

Great selection online at beresfordgallery.com

   MidAtlantic Horse Rescue
                     Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 non profit organization

      Healthy sound young thoroughbreds available at all times.

         No hassle adoptions and we do transfer ownership!
                            _________________________________________

       Be a part of the solution- Find your next star here!

            MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
                Chesapeake City, MD 21915 • 302-376-7297

Find Your Next Event Horse HERE

Red’s Ready, placed in 2004

Be part of the 
solution...
Adopt a 
rescued 
racehorse!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501c3 nonprofit organization

Chesapeake City, MD 21915 • 302-376-7297

Get “On the 
Right Track!” We will 

pay up to $200 for 
lessons or training for your 

new MAHR horse with a 
professional of your choice.

Program made possible by a 
grant from the ASPCA® 

Rescuing Racers Initiative
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Three jockeys have been derailed 
from injuries already this season; Carl 
Rafter and Roddy Mackenzie should be 
back in time for Middleburg April 17 
while Robbie Walsh will miss significant 
time.

Walsh fractured his right femur, right 
ankle and two bones in his right hand 
after a car accident March 24. He had 
surgery to insert a rod into the femur. 
Walsh, winner of 12 races in 2009, will 
certainly miss the spring season and per-
haps the entire summer season as well.

“I don’t know exactly when I’ll be 
back riding, I’m not going to be in any 
hurry,” Walsh said from his Pennsylva-
nia home a week after the accident. “I 
hope to be riding out by summer and 
be back riding full time by the fall. It’s 
painful, I’ve been hurt before but noth-
ing’s been a patch on this.”

Mackenzie suffered a dislocated col-
larbone, torn ligaments in his shoulder, 
a bruised lung and a severe concussion 
when Tom’s Last Chance fell at the first 
fence in the maiden claimer at Aiken. 
It was Mackenzie’s second ride of the 
year.

“It wasn’t a good start to the year,” 
said Mackenzie who rides first call for 
owner/trainer Ernie Oare. “I’m waiting 
for my doctor to give me a prescription 
for physio, I’m hoping to get that and 
be back by Middleburg.”

Rafter won two races at Camden 
and then fell from Chess Board when 
he made a mistake in the Carolina Cup. 
The Englishman, currently tied for third 
in the standings, broke the wings off 

two vertebrae in his lower back and will 
miss a couple of weeks. The injury did 
not require surgery but required rest.

“Basically there are a couple of float-
ing chips that need to settle down,” 
Rafter said April 1. “I hope to be back 
race riding, maybe ride a flat race at 
(Oatlands), before Middleburg, I’d be 
pretty busy there.” 

Rafter has enjoyed success and bat-
tled injuries since settling in Virginia. 
He broke his leg last spring.

“It’s just the way racing is, the highs 
and lows,” Rafter said. “You win the 
first two and then you’re on the floor 
in the last.”

Liam McVicar, who was injured last 
fall, has returned. The Scotsman won 
aboard So Amazing at Orange County 
March 27 for trainer Jimmy Day and on 
Fantastic Foe for trainer Mairead Carr at 
Old Dominion Point-to-Point April 3.

– sean Clancy

belmont park shelves
lonesome Glory stakes

The Grade I Lonesome Glory Hurdle, 
a key prep for the Grand National at Far 
Hills during the past three seasons, will 
not be run in 2010.

Belmont Park cut the race from the 
schedule as part of stakes purse decreas-
es in several areas. The New York Rac-
ing Association has cut several flat stakes 
from the schedule and decreased purses 
in some other races.

Jockeys out
with injuries
Walsh, Rafter, Mackenzie missing

 Steeplechase News

Tod Marks
Carl Rafter hopes for a quick return from broken bones in his back.
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Saturday, April 10................................ My Lady’s Manor
Monkton, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

Saturday, April 17......................................Block House
Tryon, N.C. www.trhcevents.com

Saturday, April 17...................................Grand National
Butler, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

Saturday, April 17.............................. Middleburg Spring
Middleburg, Va. www.middleburgspringraces.com

Saturday, April 24............................................ Atlanta
Kingston, Ga. www.atlantasteeplechase.org

Saturday, April 24...................................Foxfield Spring
Charlottesville, Va. www.foxfieldraces.com

Saturday, April 24..............................Maryland Hunt Cup
Glyndon, Md. www.marylandsteeplechasing.com

Saturday, April 24......................................Queen’s Cup
Mineral Springs, N.C. www.queenscup.org

Saturday, May 1 ................................. Virginia Gold Cup
The Plains, Va. www.vagoldcup.com

Sunday, May 2............................................ Winterthur
Winterthur, Del. www.winterthur.org

Saturday, May 8 ............................................. Iroquois
Nashville, Tenn. www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Saturday, May 8 ........................................ Tanglewood
Clemmons, N.C. www.tanglewoodcup.org

Sunday, May 9........................................... Willowdale
Kennett Square, Pa. www.willowdale.org

Saturday, May 15 ............................. Radnor Hunt Races
Malvern, Pa. www.radnorraces.org

Saturday, May 15 .................................. Strawberry Hill
New Kent, Va. www.strawberryhillraces.com

Saturday, May 29 ........................................... Fair Hill
Fair Hill, Md. www.fairhillraces.org

2010 NSA Spring Schedule

see www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates.

 The

hoffberger
Insurance group

Providing bloodstock insurance and other related 
services to the Thoroughbred Industry:

richard hoffberger, president
5700 Smith Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21209-3609

Phone (410) 542-3300 Fax (410) 542-3399
(800) 547-5501 (Outside Maryland)

• Bloodstock Insurance 
• Mortality Deductible Policies  
• Farm Insurance
• General Liability Insurance
• Homeowner’s Insurance
• Workers’ Compensation Insurance
• Certificates Faxed to Racing Offices

P.O. Box 2074, Camden, South Carolina 29020

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

• Our organization – SOTA – is made up of horse owners and trainers who take part 
in and enjoy steeplechase racing in the United States. SOTA’s primary goal is to  
advance the economic and social interests of those participants so that our sport 
grows and prospers.

•	We	 do	 that	 by	 serving	 as	 a	 voice	 for	 owners	 and	 trainers	 before	 the	 National	
Steeplechase	 Association,	 the	 sport’s	 regulatory	 body,	 and	 the	 Race	 Chairman’s	 
Committee, representing directors and officials of the thirty or so hunt meets around 
the country.

•	SOTA	 is	 governed	 by	 a	 Board	 of	 Directors	 elected	 by	 the	 members.	 Officers	
for 2010 are President Laura Shull, Vice President Julie Gomena, Treasurer  
Janet	 Elliot,	 and	 Secretary	 Frank	 Petramalo	 Jr.	 Other	 Board	 members	 are	 
Alicia	Murphy,	Bill	Price,	Bruce	Miller,	Doug	Fout,	Gillian	Johnston,	Jack	Fisher,	
James	 Piper,	 Joe	 Davies,	 John	 Griggs,	 Jonathan	 Sheppard,	 Regina	Welsh,	 Ricky	
Hendriks,	Sanna	Hendriks,	Sean	Clancy,	and	Todd	Wyatt.

•	Please	 help	 support	 our	 efforts	 by	 filling	 out	 the	 form	 below	 and	 joining	 as	
a	 SOTA	 member.	 The	 modest	 membership	 fee	 helps	 defray	 expenses.	 All	 
officers	and	Board	members	serve	without	compensation.

Name:	___________________________________________________________

Address:	_________________________________________________________

															_________________________________________________________
   
Telephone:	_________________________	(cell):	_________________________

E-mail	address:	____________________________________________________

$50 annual membership fee: 						_____owner					_____trainer					_____supporter

Please cut and mail to: Janet Elliot, SOTA Treasurer, 21 Mt. Eden Rd., Kirkwood, PA 17536.
(with $50 check made payable to “SOTA”)

2010 SOTA Membership Form

high hope planning for 2011
The High Hope Races will not be part of the NSA calendar 

in 2010 due to course availability at the Kentucky Horse Park, 
but organizers are busy planning for a return in 2011.

The horse park hosts the World Equestrian Games this fall, 
which put most of the parking, tent and tailgating areas off 
limits to High Hope (traditionally a mid-May stop on the cir-
cuit).

“The course is OK, we could have used that, but we had 
no place to put people,” said Elizabeth Collier, High Hope’s 
executive director. “We tried to look into other venues, but 
there were too many logistics and liabilities to move it for one 
year.”

Collier emphasized that High Hope “will be back” and that 
the only meet in Kentucky has grown in terms of spectators the 
past few years.

“It’s unfortunate that we are missing this year, but we want 
people to know it’s got nothing to do with us,” Collier said. 
“We were ready to go and we’ll be ready to go next year.”

Former timber champion Joe’s o.k. dies at 27
Joe’s O.K., NSA timber champion in 1990, died earlier this 

month due to complications of old age. Owned by Ollie Kee-
lan and trained by Alicia Murphy, the son of Mullineaux won 
several major timber races. He was 27.

Keelan purchased the future champion as a 2-year-old for 
$1,500. The owner foxhunted his new purchase as a 3-year-
old with the Monmouth County Hunt. From there, Joe’s O.K. 
moved to the show ring before his jumping ability and high 
energy made Keelan think racing.

“After a day of hunting, I was exhausted – he wasn’t, but I 
was,” said Keelan. “He needed to be a racehorse.”

Murphy took over the horse’s training and Joe’s O.K. won 
over hurdles at the Pennsylvania Hunt Cup in 1989 before be-
coming a timber horse the next season. He went from maiden 
to champion with four wins in seven starts including scores 
in the International Gold Cup and Pennsylvania Hunt Cup. 
In 1991, Joe’s O.K. added the Virginia Gold Cup, the Radnor 
Hunt Cup and the New Jersey Hunt Cup.

He never won another race, retiring after a single start at 
13 in 1996 and going on to a lengthy stint as foxhunter and 
hunter-trial standout with Keelan’s friend Mike Mullin.

“Someone once told me I’d never have another one like 
him,” said Keelan, “and I’m still looking.”

News Roundup –
 Continued from page 20

Barn Homes Needed
www.forgottencats.org

info@forgottencats.org

610-869-3629
Delivered to barns in PA, DE, MD, NJ.
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Congratulations to Silverton Hill’s Tommy & Bonnie Hamilton 
on their first steeplechase stakes win at Aiken with Torlundy

Tod Marks photo

Nancy Penn Smith Hannum passed 
away March 30. She was 90. 

Master of Mr. Stewart’s Cheshire 
Foxhounds for more than 50 years and 
two-time Maryland Hunt Cup winning 
trainer, Hannum was, simply, a legend 
– for her foxhounds, her hunting, her 
horses and her land preservation prow-
ess. She leaves a legacy and deserves debt 
of gratitude for anybody who ever rode 
a horse across country, chased a fox or 
wanted to protect an open space. 

There will never be another Mrs. 
Hannum. 

Reginald Wells wrote about Hannum 
and her hunt in First Scent of a Fox, 
printed in Sports Illustrated October 
25, 1954.

“Hark to Raider, hark to Raider! 
Hark! Hark! Hark!” cries Mrs. Han-
num, digging in her spurs and bolt-
ing after the black-and-tan blur ahead 
of her. And then every hound is on 
it, and a chorus of roaring and loud-
ringing mouths shatters the crystal air 
as hounds are “gone away.” The field 
flows after them over post and rail, 

ditch and stream, sending their horses 
on at a steeplechase pace where the go-
ing is good, steadying them at the rough 
or “trappy” spots.

Hannum was born Dec. 13, 1919, on 
Long Island, N.Y., the daughter of Car-
ol Harriman Penn Smith and Richard 
Penn Smith. She was the granddaughter 
of E.H. and Mary Harriman, and the 
niece of W. Averell Harriman, the for-
mer governor of New York.

Hannum inherited her respect and 
passion for the outdoors, horses and 
hounds from her parents. After her fa-
ther’s death in 1929, her mother mar-
ried W. Plunket Stewart and the family 
moved to Unionville, Pa., where her 
stepfather was master of Mr. Stewart’s 
Cheshire Foxhounds. Following his 
death in 1948 she took the helm and 
ran with it. Some are lucky to find one 
and only one passion, Mrs. Hannum 
had hers. 

Hunting, steeplechase racing and 
open spaces – all tied into one. 

Later in the afternoon they return, 
the huntsman, the hounds and what is 

Jim Graham
Nancy Hannum was a legend in the foxhunting community.

her life
Hannum leaves impact in foxhunting, 
steeplechasing, open space preservation

BY SEAN clANcY

See hannum page 23 

NANCY PENN SMITH HANNuM: 1919-2010
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left of the field. Some of the hounds are 
limping, bramble-scratched and lame, 
exhausted, filthy but triumphant. Like 
the novice rider in the field, they have 
been blooded to their first fox. They’ve 
made mistakes, been whipped at, scold-
ed and praised, but in their noses still 
lingers a scent they will never forget. A 
mud-spattered and tired Mrs. Hannum 
jogs them back to the kennels, know-
ing now for sure that the coming season 
will have a pack as good as ever. Only 
when her hounds are settled and her 
horse stabled does she call it a day.

She built, managed and guided the 
Cheshire Foxhounds into arguably the 
best foxhunt in America. 

As a racehorse trainer, she won the 
Maryland Hunt Cup twice (1970 and 
1973) with Morning Mac, the 1972 
Grand National timber with homebred 
mare Our Ivory Tower (who produced 
1985 Hunt Cup winner Our Steeple-
jack). At her point-to-point, she won 
the Cheshire Bowl 14 times with seven 
horses. 

She was one of the first landowners 
to ease her land and is credited with 
preserving over 30,000 acres of open 
space in Chester County. 

They take their place in the pack, ex-
citedly bounding their way at the feet 
of Mrs. Hannum’s horse. The whip-
pers-in are there too, watching their 
charges carefully, ready to chastise a 
riotous hound with their trailing whips 
and stern commands. There’s a snap in 
the air and the Brandywine is veiled in 

mist as they go to the meet. They are a 
blood-stirring sight, swishing rhythmi-
cally over field and stream, snuffing the 
scented earth. Mrs. Hannum, her horn 
tucked between buttons of her hunting 
coat, leads them on, a low, trilling whis-
tle on her lips.

She married John B. Hannum III in 
December 1940. The union produced 
three children, eight grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren.

She was a founding board member 
of the Upland Country Day School. She 
also served on the boards of Chester 
County Parks and Recreation and the 
West Chester University Foundation, 
along with other civic activities too nu-
merous to mention.

She was predeceased by her husband, 
former U.S. District Court Judge John 
B. Hannum; and her sisters, Carol and 
Averell. She is survived by her three 
children, John B. Jr. and his wife, Anne, 
Richard P. S. and his wife, Ellie, and 
Carol H. Davidson; as well as the grand-
children and great-grandchildren. She is 
also survived by her sister Averell’s son, 
Cuyler H. Walker, his wife, Katie, and 
their two children.

Memorial contributions can be made 
to the Cheshire Land Preservation Fund, 
Box 983, Unionville, PA 19375.

The whip cracks and a recalcitrant 
bounds back to his proper place in the 
pack. Up the slope they come, jogging 
at a trot-pace, etched softly against the 
backdrop of the Brandywine. “Here 
they come,” goes up the cry of the field, 
as the star performers join the meet. The 
hunting horn sounds its twanging note, 
and another day’s hunt has begun.

Rest in peace, Mrs. Hannum.

Hannum –
 Continued from page 22

A Leading Lender for the Preservation 
of Open Spaces and Farmland

Lydia Willits Bartholomew
Chairman of the Board

Jim Graham
Nancy Hannum: Hands and a hunting horn.
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Safer Horses. Safer Jockeys. 
Safer Courses. Safer Racing.

NATIONAL STEEPLECHASE FOUNDATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES

THANK YOU 
TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS

...that contributions to the National 
Steeplechase Foundation are fully 
tax-deductible? The NSF is a 501c3 
organization that supports the sport you 
support – steeplechase racing in North 
America. From  safety inspections and 
reports on race courses, to drug testing, to 
safety devices such as improved helmets 
and Pro-Cush whips, to the support 
of amateur racing, the Foundation 
does many things to help improve 
steeplechasing.  The NSF thanks its many 
contributors, and looks forward to a great 
2010 season.
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2009 Annual Giving Summary

“It would take us four hours to really catch up, and 
we still might not be finished.”

That’s how Ned Bonnie started a conversation 
about longtime friend Austin Brown.

The men stood in the winner’s circle at Springdale 
Race Course after Bonnie’s daughter-in-law Julie Gom-
ena won the maiden hurdle with Virginia Minstrel. They 
didn’t stay four hours, but they pushed it as far as they 
could (horses were on course for the next race). Bonnie 
and Brown go way back. They used to ride jump races 
together, amateur jockeys taking on all comers at the 
Iroquois, Block House, Camden, Oxmoor, Memphis 
and others – and they can tell some stories.

Bonnie’s first ride in a race came at the long-gone 
meet in Memphis, Tenn. He got off his horse a tired 
man.

“I was staggering, literally,” he recalled. Brown, the 
more experienced rider, gave his young peer no quar-
ter and simply said, “Ned, you’ve got to look good to 
be good.”

The Camden conversation went from there. 
Bonnie, an attorney in Kentucky, shared memories 

with Brown, the retiring chairman of the Carolina 
Cup Racing Association. They discussed 50-year-old 

races like they had just taken place, they rattled off 
names (Local Run, Ambition, Gerry Maher, Guilford 
Dudley, Charlie Cushman, Capt. Guggenheim, Buford 
Danner and on and on). 

Danner owned Ambition, who was supposed to win 
the Iroquois in 1958, a race Brown set as the final ride 
of his career. The mount on Ambition would make it 
a stylish ending, and likely give Brown a record fourth 
Iroquois victory. Based in Indiana, Danner sent Ambi-
tion to Cushman for early conditioning and they went 
to the Iroquois full of confidence.

“Charlie was talking to the reporters outside the 

barn the week of the race and asked me to bring Ambi-
tion out of the stall so they could have a look,” Brown 
said. “I did, and stood Amibition up nice and tall so 
they could all get a look.”

Cushman grumbled that Brown needed to turn the 
horse around and face away from the press. Brown 
did so, but wasn’t sure why until the trainer delivered 
the punch line . . .

“I want all of you to see the view all those other 
horses are going to have in the Iroquois on Saturday.”

Brown just smiled, and prepared to win the Iro-

Memory
lane

HCP Sports
Virginia Minstrel nipped Class Century in the maiden at the Carolina Cup.

The outside Rail
By Joe Clancy

See outside page 25 
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quois once again. Despite the connections’ confidence, 
Ambition (in Brown’s final ride) finished far up the 
track and well behind the winner – Bonnie aboard Lo-
cal Run. 

Connections like that make steeplechasing special. 
They give it class, soul, life, a sense of family and inter-
dependence. Thanks for letting me listen.

• Richard Bortz and the HCP Sports team earn their 
money. The two men operate the digital photo finish 
equipment used at NSA race meets and have already 

been tested by two wickedly close finishes this season. 
At Aiken, they separated Italian Wedding and Back To 
Mandalay. At Camden, it was Virginia Minstrel and 
Class Century.

Spectators debated the winners of both races. Jock-
eys weren’t sure whether they won or lost. Bortz and 
company just waited for the computer. The system in-
volves high-speed digital video cameras (stationed on 
the finish line and shooting 10,000 frames per second) 
and FinishLynx software which is powered by a lap-
top computer. The software creates still images and 
enables placing judges to make important decisions. 
Similar systems are used at track meets, bicycle races, 
speed skating, auto racing and other venues includ-
ing the new Meydan Racecourse (home of the Dubai 
World Cup).

• Jorge Torres stood tall in the stirrups, waved 
his whip in the air and celebrated like he’d won the 
Kentucky Derby. It was just a training flat race at the 
Carolina Cup, but Torres deserved to celebrate. His 
win aboard Prince Rahy could someday translate to a 
steeplechase ride.

Torres came to the United States from Mexico five 
years ago and has worked for Kip Elser’s Kirkwood 
Stable, trainer Lilith Boucher’s Camden barn and 
now Sheppard. The 24-year-old hopes to progress far 
enough to ride in a jump race, but is in no hurry – 
despite the finish-line celebration and the hearty con-
gratulations he heard afterward.

“I feel ready, but I will wait for Mr. Sheppard to 
tell me when I’m ready,” said Torres. “I will listen to 
him.”

Outside –
 Continued from page 24
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paddocks.  $2,550,000

It’s Eby In The Stretch

Eby Victory Series - New 2009 
models available for 4, 5 & 6 horses. 

M.H Eby, Inc. • Blue Ball, PA 
717/354-4971 • 800/292-4752

www.mheby.com
Built on a Heritage of Innovation

Sales • Service • Parts

55
07

At Eby, we understand that, when you are 
competing, the ride and safe transport 
of your valuable cargo is of the utmost 
importance. Years of experience building 
custom commercial trailers is applied to 
the production of standard equine trailers 
with the unmatched structural integrity 
for which Eby is known.

ST Bulletin Board
Business Card Ads: $50 for one insertion, $35 each for six or more.

CFG
Creative FinanCial Group

Financial Navigation To Help You Reach
Your Lifetime and Legacy Goals

Karen D. Poore, ChFC
Senior Partner

Office: 302.993.1283

Email: kpoore@cfg.nef.com
Web: www.creativefinancialgroup.com

Located in 
Montchanin, DE

Hogan Horse Transport
Weekly Trips to 

Kentucky, Florida, New York
and wherever the steeplechasers go!

Brian J. Hogan • Sara L. Hogan
540-349-9429 • 1-888-900-1811

Fax: 540-349-9722
A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton-Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA 19375

8-6 Weekdays
8-2 Saturday

(610) 486-6369

ANIMAL FEEDS

ROBIN REYNOLDS

Hood’s BBQ & Catering/deli

Specializing in: Pulled Pork BBQ 
Pit Style ChiCken • Prime rib SandwiCheS • more!

Open Daily 6 am • Breakfast all Day • eat in/take Out

Dawn Hood and Larry Hood
Unionville, PA (Rt. 82, across from baseball fields)

610-347-1670
 

roger & thomas ltd.
antiques • collectibles • estate jewelry

reverse carved (essex)
intaglio crystals our  
specialty

(803) 713-3491
box 879
camden, sc 29021

art • porcelains • bronzes Get results.
Put your 

business here!



26  •  Steeplechase Times	 www.st-publishing.com		•		info@st-publishing.com	 Friday, April 9, 2010

The ast Fence
Editorial • Opinion • Comments • Columns

TImES EDITOrIAl

Sailing along
in roiling waters

“So, that’s that.”
Gregg Ryan, sat on a boulder overlooking Goose 

Creek, a few rugged miles from his Middleburg, Va. 
farm, as John Ryan, 20 months, pushed stones into the 
natural swimming hole. He had already lost a shoe and 
his bottle.

In a five-minute barrage, Ryan had just summed 
up his reasoning for retiring. If he got hurt, he’d have 
to come back. What else is there to prove? It’s simply 
time. Gray streaks through his dark hair, khaki pants 
hanging baggy, belt pulled tight, the bionic man has 
called it a day. 

He didn’t need reasons. 
The amateur jockey, 49, retired from riding races 

April 3. A 28-year odyssey, begun with Close To Glory 
at Hard Scuffle in 1981 closed with three rides at Old 
Dominion Point-to-Point. Waking up that day, Ryan 
didn’t have the zeal he’d had for nearly 30 years, he 
hadn’t gone through his tack from the week before, 
didn’t really care to go; driving to the races, he made 
the decision, knowing he would have rather spent the 
day with John, his first child, than with Devil’s Preach-
er and Dynantonia, two powerful jumpers he owns.

Ryan talked to Will O’Keefe, Randy Rouse, Jerry 
Fishback, Mike Pearson – his people – and did it on his 
turf, a Virginia point-to-point. Little fanfare for a man 
who thrived in the public light, the decision was made 

without reservation or regret. Most importantly, done 
on his terms, in his way. Only a jump jockey knows the 
logic of retiring before you get hurt again, because if 
you get hurt again, you’d have to come back again. It’s 
jump jockey theory.

Very few jockeys have ridden the ebbs and flows of 
steeplechasing like Colvin G. Ryan. A rich man’s son 
with an education and a job, he could have done it 
differently. He could have been the gentleman jockey, 
riding upper-crust horses for only the best stables in 
only the safest races. Instead, Ryan rode like a hungry 
man for the little man. He moved to Middleburg be-
cause he liked the horsemen who liked him, the ones 
who respected his determination for a tin cup (still in 
his tack bag from the week before). He rode point-to-
points as fearlessly as sanctioned meets and eventually 
got good. It took him a decade but he earned potent 
rides in big races, winning the Atlanta Cup on Polar 
Pleasure in 1990 and the Grand National on Double 

end of the Ride
Tod Marks

Pair of Grins. Owner/trainer Dave Washer and Junood flash similar smiles after winning the conditioned claim-
ing hurdle at Aiken on the season’s first day. The victory was Junood’s third over jumps and made Washer the leading trainer 
(Back To Mandalay lost by a nose on the Aiken card) for a week.

The year was 1949. The book was “American 
Race Horses.” The lament was the same. 

With the support of racing dropping 
almost everywhere, and with purse and 
stakes values suffering a consequent 
reduction, steeplechasing no doubt ex-
pected some cuts in 1949. But it did not 
expect, and it resented bitterly, the cuts it 
got. The worst of these was not a purse 
reduction but the decision of the Aq-
ueduct and Belmont tracks that during 
the fall there would be no steeplechase 
on Saturdays or holidays. Steeplechas-
ing interests were deprived even of the 
pleasure of charging that this action was 
commercially motivated, because in a 
joint announcement both tracks had said 
it was purely for monetary reasons. 

Back 60 years ago, steeplechasing’s overall 
purse structure diminished from $894,100 to 
$718,200. Because of monetary reasons. 

Here it is 2010 and nothing’s changed. 
This year, the NSA lost the Lonesome Glory, 

the $150,000 open stakes held at Belmont Park 
in 2007, 2008 and 2009. NSA director of racing 
Bill Gallo will try to juggle the stakes schedule 
to replace the Lonesome Glory with some sort of 
open stakes in preparation for the sport’s biggest 
prize, the Grand National at Far Hills in October. 
But, no matter what he does, it will be replacing 
rather than increasing. Two years ago, the sport 
lost the Royal Chase, a Grade I steeplechase at 
Keeneland which infused $150,000 to the own-
ers, and has not been able to replace it. 

Goodbye Keeneland. Goodbye Belmont Park. 
Goodbye $300,000.

The loss of these two open stakes, combined 
with purse reductions to the Saratoga open stakes 
schedule (down $55,000 from 2008), to the Co-
lonial Cup, to the Carolina Cup and suddenly 
the sport’s best horses have a lot less money to 
run for in 2010. From 1988 to 2001, open stakes 
horses raced for $100,000 in the Atlanta Cup. 
After bouncing up and down the condition and 
purse ladder for several seasons, the race no lon-
ger exists. 

It’s not just the open stakes horses. Novices 
used to have three $100,000 stakes to pluck from 
in the spring, at Churchill Downs, Pimlico and 
Belmont Park. The sport doesn’t go to any of 
those tracks this year. Novices, once an advertise-
ment to flat owners, have two $50,000 stakes op-
portunities this spring. That’s it.

With New York racing in financial straits, the 
lucrative Saratoga steeplechase purse structure is 
certainly not guaranteed. With race meets climb-
ing an uphill battle for sponsorship dollars, the 
NSA purse structure, down last year and down 
again this year, is officially in trouble. 

Two years ago, the NSA hired longtime flat 
racing executive Lou Raffetto as its CEO. He was 
hired to increase revenue and opportunity which, 
in turn, would help subsidize his salary. Raffetto 
struck out in his attempts at pari-mutuel wager-
ing and purses have diminished since his hiring. 
He was meant to be the rudder, the sail and the 
ship. He leaves in June; the ship remains at sea 
trying to weather the storm. See inside page 27 

Veteran jockey Ryan bows out at point-to-point

The Inside Rail
By Sean Clancy
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Barrel in 1991. The amateur rider had 
infringed on the professionals’ turf and 
he became a pro for several seasons 
during this heyday. Then it all stopped, 
Ryan broke his back riding at Marlbor-
ough Point-to-Point in 1994. Curled in 
a ball on the landing side of the awk-
ward hurdle in front of the stands, Ryan 
groaned in agony until Chip Miller and 
I walked up to him. 

“I’m OK, guys. I’m hurt, but not 
hurt, hurt,” Ryan said, toughing it out. 

We walked away. Only to find out 
later, he had broken his back and would 
need surgery. They asked him about his 
will before operating. Everybody fig-
ured that was it, he’ll never come back 
from that. He didn’t need the money, 
had a company to run, had another life. 
He was 34. 

He came back and won the Noel La-
ing on Circuit Bar, his kind of horse, 
that fall. It would be another transfor-
mation; he rode 104 sanctioned races in 
1993, 18 in 1994. He was an amateur 
again, which was good, it felt more nat-
ural anyway. 

Never seeing a long spot he didn’t 
like, Ryan came back hungrier than 
he left, riding for Mike Berryman, Pete 
Aylor, Dot Smithwick, anybody and 
everybody. Sure, he bought some nice 
horses for himself, Circuit Bar, Action 
Man and later Dynantonia and Dev-
il’s Preacher. But in between those, he 
would ride any horse for any trainer. A 
rich man, not getting paid to do it, and 
riding like he was pinching pennies, he 
rode at least 17 sanctioned races each 
year since breaking his back. 

Ryan endured a 0-for-27 season in 
1999, then won at least one race every 
season since.

He picked up the ride on Flat Top 
after Bitsy Patterson got hurt earlier on 
the card, and won the Colonial Cup in 
1998. He eclipsed Rigan McKinney’s re-
cord of amateur wins in 2008. He won 
his 150th NSA race in 2009. And that’s 
where it stops. 

Time flies and things change. Finally, 
he hit the crossroads. Nice horses vs. 
first son. No brainer.

So, that’s that. 
Sons will do that to you.
He never did it for the money. The 

glory, the rush, the challenge, the atten-
tion, the fun – sure. As the Irish say, ‘For 
the craic.’  

About a decade ago, Gregg and I 
rode the Hobkirk Hill, the season finale 
at Camden. He hung at my quarter, on 
my inside, for a mile. Every fence he’d 
chirp, “Sean, I’m here. Sean, I’m here.” 

I knew he was there, had him cov-
ered, I was never going to come over, I 
kept straight, giving him a look along 
the wing at every fence.

He chirped again.
“Sean, I’m here.” 
I hadn’t said a word, finally I snapped, 

“All right, all right, I know you’re there, 
#*&#@!* relax.”

Then, silence for a couple of strides.
“Hey, buddy, I just want to get to the 

end-of-the-year party,” he said sheep-
ishly. 

He made it to the party.

Editor’s Note: If Gregg Ryan returns to 
riding – e.g. Matt McCarron, Tom Foley, Gus 
Brown, etc. – Steeplechase Times will never 
write another article about a jockey retiring.
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Amateur jockey Gregg Ryan (right, aboard-
Devil’s Preacher jumps alongside Mesh-
waar on the way to a win at Old Dominion 
Point-to-Point in Virginia. Ryan won 150 
NSA races – and hundreds more at point-
to-points and international venues such as 
Australia – during a career that started in 
1981. Ryan, 49, rode 1998 champion Flat 
Top standouts Circuit Bar, Heroisbreezin’, 
Polar Pleasure, Double Barrel and others. 

Douglas Lees
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Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Jeb Hannum
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Preserving 
A Country 
WAy of Life

Since 1976

WiLLiSTOWn TOWnSHiP
Perfect combination of country location 
& 1948 stone 4BR house / 12.3 acres 
of rolling countryside / sheds & pool 

compliment this Radnor Hunt property
$2,950,000

LOnDOn GROVe TOWnSHiP
Beautifully restored stone and brick 

farmhouse on 7 acres with bank barn 
charming separate tavern room

lovely stream & valley
$875,000

eAST BRADfORD TOWnSHiP
Historic c. 1795 stone 4BR farmhouse 

large fireplace & deep window sills on 1 acre 
stroll down to the Brandywine from property 

or bike to Marshallton for dinner!
$549,000

eAST MARLBOROuGH TOWnSHiP
Wonderful  19th c. 4 bedroom house 

with big sunny rooms / huge yard 
surrounds this charming house 

on a quiet country road
$550,000

eAST fALLOWfieLD TOWnSHiP
Breathtaking views from this classic 
Milner designed house on 29 acres 
with woods & gorgeous open space 

Perfection in every detail!
$2,500,000

LOnDOn GROVe TOWnSHiP
Grand & stately 19th c. house with 

recent magnificent addition on 34 level 
acres / pool & tennis court / spacious 

stable with 5 stalls / true estate property!
Call for Pricing


