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FOR STARTERS
News and Notes 
from around the circuit
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Archer & Buchanan 
Architecture, Ltd. is an 

award-winning architecture 
firm known for timeless 

design, attention to detail and 
exquisite craftsmanship. 

 Projects have included new 
structures as well as thoughtful 
renovations, additions, country 

property planning, and 
equestrian facilities. 

W E S T  C H E S T E R ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A

A R C H I T E C T U R E ,  L T D

w w w . a r c h e r b u c h a n a n . c o m

Take A Number
0: Falls in seven steeplechase races at Sara-
toga.

7: Current and former jump jockeys, on the 
Saratoga grounds at some point this summer, 
who won the New York Turf Writers Cup:
Danielle Hodsdon (2006), Matt McCarron 
(2005), Sean Clancy (1998), Keith O’Brien 
(1996), Ricky Hendriks (1982), Kip Elser 
(1976) and Tommy Walsh (1964 and 1959).

754,344: Dollars wagered on the New York 
Turf Writers Cup, the highest individual race 
handle for a steeplechase at Saratoga this 
year.

Where Are They Now?
This summer at Saratoga, Mixed Up tried 

(and failed) to become the first horse to 
sweep Saratoga’s two steeplechase stakes 
since Campanile turned two in 1999. 

Owned by Greg Hawkins, Campanile began 
his career in Mike Freeman’s barn, winning 
once on the flat. Switched to Janet Elliot’s 
stable, the son of Lear Fan broke his maiden 
over hurdles in the fall of his 4-year-old year. 
The next season, he swept the Midsummer at 
Monmouth, the Smithwick and the Turf Writ-
ers. Retired after finishing fifth in the 2001 
Nakayama Grand Jump in Japan, Campanile 
earned more than $400,000 in his career, 
good enough to finish in the top 30 of career 
steeplechase earners.

Campanile retired to the good life on Iris 
and Mike Freeman’s Chime Bell Farm in Aiken, S.C., where he lived 
day and night with Freeman’s turf star Hodges Bay. Now 13, Cam-
panile recently began a new career in the show ring with Aggie 
O’Brien. So far, he’s taken to it just like he took to steeplechasing.

“He was reserve champion at his first show, it was just a small 
unrecognized show, he trotted all the jumps,” O’Brien said. “Then 
we went to an A show where the jumps were considerably higher 
and wider, still some trotting but a fifth out of over 30 horses.”

Tall and long like a hook and ladder, Campanile has been ridden 
by O’Brien, Joy Slater (the first woman to win the Maryland Hunt 
Cup) and Elizabeth Solter who rode Hall of Fame show hunter Rox 
Dene. 

“Now, he’s jumping level three, three foot six inch jumps with big 
spreads,” O’Brien said. “He loves it.”

Right Horse, Wrong Jockey
In the early 1990s, Rusty Arnold told one of his owners to go 

over and watch Grenade, a former flat horse trained by Arnold, in 
the first race, the only steeplechase on the card. 

“He’ll run well,” Arnold said. “He’s worth a bet.”
Grenade, ridden by Chip Miller, duly won, like he always did at 

Saratoga. 
“Did you bet?” Arnold asked his owner.
“No,” the man said. “I started to, but I got to looking through the 

program and that was the only ride that jock had all day.”

Worth Repeating
“I’ve got 4 1/2 hours to talk.”

Event rider Corinne Ashton, to a reporter who asked if she had 
a few minutes to talk Sept. 17; like many, Ashton was traveling 

home from the American Eventing Championships in Wayne, Ill.

“So, we’re playing again next year, right?”
ST’s Brian Nadeau, stiffly walking around the office Monday 

morning, after a “touch” football game over the weekend. 
Final Score: Miller/McKenna/Brown/Hendriks 5, ST Publishing 3.

“This picture is so old it should be in black and white.”
Kip Elser when seeing retired jump jockey Barry Watson 
and trainer Tom Voss ride past on the Saratoga backside

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard: “Why does my telephone keep ringing 
even though I’ve got it turned off.”
Owner Ed Swyer: “Because you don’t know how to work it.”

“We’ve got him on simmer, we’ll turn him up to boil in time for the 
race.”

Trainer Sanna Hendriks, on her high-strung steeplechaser 
Preemptive Strike who runs in today’s A.P. Smithwick

“That’s burlap where I come from.”
Ex-jump jockey Jeff Teter, after someone pointed 

out a woman wearing a taffeta dress at a cocktail party

“I’ve still got a dent in my gate from that horse – he’s long gone, but 
I still have the gate.”

Sales consignor John Stuart, 
recalling a 1980s era steeplechaser Bosun’s Mate

“I bet he could go a quarter in 23 if I asked him to.”
Trainer Tom Voss, about his lead pony 

(16-year-old former Grade I winner John’s Call)

“I know Tom (Voss) has this in him somewhere.”
Trainer Jack Fisher as he browsed the Voss (not Tom) 

art exhibit at the National Museum of Racing

“I didn’t know what else to do, I kind of wanted to thank him for 
staying on his feet.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru about patting Rum Squall 
after the horse bobbled in an Aug. 23 jump race at Saratoga 

“I don’t want to ride Chip when he’s going for his 200th winner, I 
want to ride him when he’s going for his 203rd.”

Owner Charley Strittmatter, about steeplechase jockey 
Chip Miller whose 203rd will put him ahead of his sister Blythe

“Not quite my style, is it?”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, on the Audi station wagon 
he’s driving; it’s a hand-me-down from his wife, Cathy, 

and replaces a long series of Chevrolet sedans.

Former steeplechaser Campanile tackles a show fence in his new career.
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 PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

 Since 1976

 Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Alex Van Alen
Jeb Hannum

 View all our fi ne properties at 
w w w . t h e c o u n t r y p r o p e r t i e s . c o m

CHESHIRE HUNT

Incredibly spacious house / 4 acres 
3 stall barn / pool / adjoining lots 

available for additional construction
$599,000

RADNOR HUNT

Beautiful new home / nearly 7 acres in 
Radnor Hunt Country / access to 
walking/riding trails, woodlands 

and small creek
$1,995,000

PICKERING HUNT

Charming 17-year-old post and beam 
13 acres / 4 stall barn in midst of 

foxhunting country! 
Lovely pastoral setting

$985,000

CHESHIRE HUNT

Prime location of 44 eased acres in heart 
of Cheshire Hunt country / 

18th c. house & gorgeous fi elds
$2,900,000

CHESHIRE HUNT

“Pennbrook Farm” / 35 acres
19th c. house / 24 stall barn / riding ring

ideal location adj. to New Bolton
$2,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT

29 acres / barn with large apartment; 
16 stalls; indoor arena / ideally set up 

for equine operation!  
$1,398,000
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Michael Moran’s McDynamo has set 
out on a path that will once again take 
him to Far Hills, where he’ll attempt to 
win the Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase Oct. 
20 for an unprecedented fifth consecu-
tive time.

The 10-year-old, winner of the 
Eclipse Award as outstanding steeple-
chaser three of the last four years, has 
been freshened by trainer Sanna Hen-
driks since finishing fourth in the Grade 
I Iroquois May 12, his only start of the 
year. 

“The big horse is doing great,” Hen-
driks said. “He comes around pretty 
well in the fall. For where we are with 
him he’s doing fine. He breezed on Sept. 
9 and he is coming right along.”

The routine should be familiar to 
McDynamo, the NSA’s career earnings 
leader with $1,125,604; the Dynaform-

er gelding gets the summer off each year 
then builds toward a fall campaign. The 
lack of rain in Pennsylvania has made 
things a bit more difficult for Hendriks 
as the calendar gets closer to Far Hills 
(where McDynamo is 6-for-6, with a 
maiden win in 2001, a novice stakes 
score in 2002 and victories in the last 
four Breeders’ Cups).

“The ground has been a challenge to 
everyone this year; no one likes training 
on this ground,” Hendriks said. “Right 
now the plan would be to give him a 
run at Foxfield over the flat on Sept. 30. 
Hopefully we will get some rain at some 
point. If we aren’t able to get a prep into 
him (before the Breeders’ Cup) then ob-
viously that would be more challenging, 
but it’s not something we can’t do.”

With horses such as Good Night 

Shirt, Mixed Up and Paradise’s Boss 
stepping to the fore in McDynamo’s 
absence Hendriks knows a fifth Breed-
ers’ Cup will be an impressive feat. Yet 
with McDynamo in her corner, she’s 
not about to trade places with anybody. 

He’s won 14 races in his distinguished 
career, which also includes three victo-
ries in the Colonial Cup.

“There are plenty of tough horses out 

Tod Marks
Good Night Shirt starts his fall campaign in Belmont Park’s Lonesome Glory.

fAll sTAkes pRevieW

Who’s Ready 
for stakes?

McDyanamo aims for history; 
new Grade I spices up fall slate

by briAN NAdEAu

See STAkeS Preview page 8 

JAMES A. COCHRANE, INC., REALTOR
379 Templin Road 

Glenmoore, PA  19343 
Ph 610-469-6100 

WWW.COCHRANEINC.COM

BILL COCHRANE    BO ALEXANDER ANNIE BENTLEY DAVE MCCLUNG CARL MEISTER  JOE NICK SUSAN PERKINS

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE DISTINGUISHES US FROM THE COMPETITION!

Honey Brook 

James A. Cochrane, Inc.—Steeplechase Times 
September 2007  1/2 page 

Field of Dreams Farmó 14.7 acres, 
farmhouse and barn. $675,000 

Cochranville
13.6 acres, custom home, Amish-
built barn, dressage ring. $799,900 

Birchrunville 
Private, unique 18th century estate 
on 19 protected acres! $1,750,000 

Prefer to design your dream farm from the ground up?  We have land parcels in your corner of Chester County ranging from 10 
to 34 acres!  Call any member of the Cochrane team for additional information. 

Elverson
3.5 acres, 177-year old farmhouse, 
and bank barn. $485,000 
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Eventing 101
SPONSORED BY MIDATLANTIC FARM CREDIT

Informing The 
Reader About

Steeplechasing
Through The

People On The
Inside Of The Sport

Q:  What does the English steeplechase community 
think about steeplechasing at Saratoga?
A: (from jockey Xavier Aizpuru): Everybody knows about Saratoga. A lot of those top lads 
from a few years ago, they used to come to America and ride – this was the one place they 
wanted to come over and ride and try to get a winner. For us, this is the equivalent to the 
Cheltenham Festival at home. We’re privileged to be coming here every year. All we want to 
do is put on a good show and try to ride some winners at the same time.
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there,” Hendriks said, “but at the same 
time, I have to get my horse ready the 
best way I can and not worry about the 
others. I just keep my fingers crossed that 
he’ll be ready. He’s been (fox)hunting 
over the summer and is coming along.”

• Hendriks is considering the inaugu-
ral Grade I Lonesome Glory Stakes at 
Belmont Park Sept. 22 for Preemptive 
Strike, who set the pace in the Grade I 
New York Turf Writers before fading 
and being pulled up at Saratoga Aug. 
30. Prior to that Preemptive Strike fin-
ished second to Mixed Up in the Grade 
II A.P. Smithwick also at Saratoga. Bel-
mont’s new $150,000 stakes will be 2 
1/2 miles under allowance conditions.

“There’s a chance he could run 
there,” Hendriks said. “He’ll be nomi-
nated and we can take it from there. 
He came back fine after the Turf Writ-
ers; the ground was just so hard that 
day. Paddy (jockey Paddy Young) said 
the same thing. We’ll just regroup with 
him. He prefers the hunt meets. I’d like 
to find a nice, easy race for him, but I’m 
not sure that’s possible.”

• Good Night Shirt gives trainer 
Jack Fisher a solid shot at the $300,000 
Breeders’ Cup Grand National. Second 
by a neck in the Grade I Royal Chase 
at Keeneland April 20, he has been 
freshened since dominating the Grade I 
Iroquois by 5 1/4 lengths. 

Sonny Via’s 6-year-old  is set to take 
on the circuit’s newest stakes, the Lone-
some Glory at Belmont Sept. 22. 

“He’s doing well,” said Fisher. “If 
all goes well, he’ll head to the Breeders’ 
Cup, though we’ll take it one step at a 
time.”

Paradise’s Boss, winner of the Grade 
III Marcellus Frost Stakes on the Iro-
quois undercard, was also nominated to 
the Belmont stakes, but has been side-

lined for the year with a leg injury.
Saratoga heroine Footlights is nomi-

nated to the Belmont race as well, 
though Fisher will return her to compe-
tition against her gender.

“We’ll run her against fillies and 
mares this fall,” Fisher said. “The 
Peapack at Far Hills will be her next 
start. She’s doing great and we are look-
ing forward to running her again.” 

• Bill Pape’s Mixed Up came out of 
his Turf Writers loss a little jammed up 
but will aim for a fall campaign that 
could begin with the Lonesome Glory, 
though trainer Jonathan Sheppard will 
proceed with caution.

“I’m not sure he’s going to make the 

Belmont race or not, but there’s noth-
ing major wrong with him and he had 
a little bit of time off; mostly I think it’s 
in his feet,” said Sheppard. “If he wasn’t 
ideally suited to the course and the 
ground, I think I’d wait. But it’s a little 
better spot for him than the other two 
(Breeders’ Cup and Colonial Cup).”

Mixed Up took third in the 2006 
Breeders’ Cup, but struggled with the 
soft going, finishing 40 lengths behind 
McDynamo. His Colonial Cup effort 
was much better, as he was beaten 
just 4 lengths while placing fourth be-
hind McDynamo, Mon Villez and Hi-
rapour.

Now 8, the Pape and Sheppard home-
bred won the Royal Chase at Keeneland 
and the Smithwick at Saratoga before 
settling for fifth under high weight of 162 
pounds in the Turf Writers. Mixed Up 
still leads the earnings list with $152,847, 
and Sheppard pinned the Turf Writers re-
sult on a combination of factors.

“It was a hot day, the ground was 
fast, he had lot of weight,” said the 
trainer. “He ran very gamely, moved 
up to second, gave everything he had. 
None of the other high-weighted horses 
ran any good either. It’s a little bit of a 
throw-out kind of race.”

• Bruce Miller looks to get Best 
Attack back in the fray after missing 
the Saratoga season. The 6-year-old 
son of Bahri last raced over jumps May 
19, when he won the Grade II National 
Hunt Cup novice stakes at Radnor.

“Best Attack is doing well and we 
are hoping to make the Lonesome Glo-
ry with him,” said Miller, who trained 
the race’s namesake. “He didn’t run at 
Saratoga but he is training just the same 
and he’s going really well.”

Miller nominated Best Attack to the 
Smithwick at Saratoga, but passed. He 
went a step further for the Turf Writers, 
actually entering Sally Radcliffe’s horse 
in the Grade I, but scratched due to con-
cerns over the turf course.

Miller also aims to return Mon 
Villez to stakes company. The French-
bred finished a well-beaten sixth in the 
Iroquois, but gave McDynamo a fight 

before finishing second in last year’s 
Colonial Cup.

• Novice stakes winner Orison 
scratched out of the Turf Writers as well, 
thanks to a bout with colic. EMO Stable’s 
chestnut finished fourth in the Smithwick 
and will aim for the Belmont race.

“Orison tried to colic at Saratoga but 
he seems to be doing OK,” trainer Doug 
Fout said. “He has some issues with ul-
cers as well, but we hope to make the 
Lonesome Glory with him.”

• In a perfect world, McDynamo and 
fellow veterans Sur La Tete and Mixed 
Up would face off with new shooters 
Good Night Shirt, Paradise’s Boss and 
the others in major races this fall, but 
the world’s not perfect. 

 Kinross Farm’s Sur La Tete won’t 
make the fall season due to some leg 
troubles and a cautious approach by 
trainer Neil Morris. 

“He’s out of training,” said Morris. 
“He was sore after the Iroquois and I 
don’t want to break him down. He’s a 
trainer’s once-in-a-lifetime horse and 
someday it will feel good to retire him 
sound.”

That day isn’t here yet, but Sur La 
Tete will only face light work this fall 
with an eye toward next spring. The 
9-year-old finished second to Good 
Night Shirt in the Iroquois and would 
have been a threat to any of the stakes 
horses this fall. Morris blamed a liga-
ment problem for shelving the horse.

“He doesn’t have great conforma-
tion, a little back at the knee, and that’s 
his weak spot,” said the trainer. “It’s a 
small ligament, but it gets stretched and 
then scar tissue builds up in there. I rode 
him (Sept. 10) and he’s perfectly sound, 
but he’s got a big belly and we’re not 
going to race him until spring.”

NOTES: Sheppard will likely have 
another starter at Belmont in the form 
of Turf Writers runner-up Underbidder, 
though Sweet Shani, while nominated, 
will probably head back to the filly/
mare division.

Reporting assistance by Joe Clancy.

Stakes Preview–
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
HEADING FOR THE (FAR) HILLS: McDynamo ventures forth in search of a fifth consecutive Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase.

Tod Marks
Preemptive Strike (left) takes aim at the leaders in the stakes division again.
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NsA fall Racing Dates

Friday, September 21 ................The Meadowlands, East Rutherford, N.J.
Saturday, September 22 .................................Belmont Park, Elmont, N.Y.
Saturday, September 29 ....................... Shawan Downs, Hunt Valley, Md.
Sunday, September 30 ............................Foxfield Fall, Charlottesville, Va.
Saturday-Sunday, October 6-7 ....................Virginia Fall, Middleburg, Va.
Monday, October 8 ................................Philadelphia Park, Bensalem, Pa.
Saturday, October 13 ................................ Genesee Valley, Geneseo, N.Y.
Saturday, October 13 ................................... Morven Park, Leesburg, Va.
Saturday, October 20 ........................................... Far Hills, Far Hills, N.J.
Saturday, October 20 ...................International Gold Cup, The Plains, Va.
Saturday, October 27 ............................................. Aiken Fall, Aiken, S.C.
Saturday, November 3 .................. Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga.
Saturday, November 3 ........................Montpelier, Montpelier Station, Va.
Sunday, November 4 ................... Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Unionville, Pa.
Sunday, November 18 ...................................Colonial Cup, Camden, S.C.

Subject to change. See www.nationalsteeplechase.com

Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 49 13 8 4 $465,732 .27
Matt McCarron ....................... 61 10 12 6 293,745 .16
Paddy Young .......................... 64 10 10 10 235,866 .16
Danielle Hodsdon ................... 49 10 9 8 423,382 .20
Carl Rafter .............................. 48 10 2 10 132,640 .21
Chip Miller .............................. 44 8 10 4 304,825 .18
Jody Petty .............................. 37 7 4 8 218,794 .19
James Slater .......................... 49 6 7 4 129,814 .12
Jeff Murphy ............................ 24 3 4 0 88,070 .13
Blake Curry ............................ 11 3 1 2 49,625 .27

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 86 16 14 13 $624,530 .19
Jack Fisher ............................. 73 15 17 9 582,255 .21
Sanna Hendriks ...................... 41 12 4 5 260,282 .29
Doug Fout .............................. 63 10 11 7 323,220 .16
Kathy McKenna ...................... 46 10 3 9 130,190 .22
Tom Voss ............................... 57 6 7 11 236,453 .11
Arch Kingsley ......................... 26 4 4 3 96,906 .15
Paul Rowland ......................... 31 4 2 0 61,250 .13
Neil Morris ............................. 25 3 5 1 93,650 .12
Bruce Miller ............................ 21 2 5 4 125,674 .10

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Bill Pape ................................. 17 5 4 2 $266,787 .29
Arcadia Stable ........................ 15 6 2 1 250,280 .40
Augustin Stable ...................... 27 10 1 3 160,300 .37
Sonny Via ............................... 10 1 5 2 156,993 .10
Brigadoon Stable .................... 17 3 3 4 105,165 .18
Irv Naylor ............................... 29 3 5 2 101,550 .10
Hudson River Farm ................ 11 3 0 4 100,875 .27
Calvin Houghland ................... 28 1 4 3 95,588 .04
Armata Stable ........................ 20 3 4 6 94,137 .15
Kinross Farm .......................... 25 3 5 1 93,650 .12

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Mixed Up .................................. 4 2 0 0 $152,847 .50
Footlights ................................. 3 2 0 1 142,280 .67
Good Night Shirt ...................... 2 1 1 0 118,643 .50
Rum Squall .............................. 6 3 1 0 81,600 .50
Divine Fortune .......................... 4 2 2 0 72,540 .50
Paradise’s Boss ........................ 3 2 0 1 69,912 .67
Dark Equation .......................... 4 2 1 1 68,800 .50
Orison ...................................... 4 1 1 0 65,745 .25
Salmo ....................................... 2 1 1 0 63,600 .50
River Bed ................................. 6 4 0 1 63,040 .67

NsA standings
TOP 10 THROuGH SEPT. 20

Like The Times? Support our advertisers.or become one.
Call 410-392-5867 or online at www.st-publishing.com

News from
the NSF

WHY SUPPORT THE NSF?

The National Steeplechase Foundation is dedicated 
to the preservation and advancement of American 

steeplechasing through programs that promote safety, 
education, fairness, and the spirit of amateurism.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – 2007
G. Robert Blanchard, Austin A. Brown, R. Reynolds Cowles Jr., DVM, 

Jack S. Griswold, Sanna N. Hendriks, Pierre Manigault, Irvin S. Naylor, 
Sally Jeffords Radcliffe, Susan Sensor, Sam Slater, Henry F. Stern, James H. Whitner IV.

400 Fair Hill Drive, Elkton, MD  21921. Phone: (410) 392-0700. Fax: (410) 392-0706.
Website: www.nsfdn.org

Formed in 1995, the National Steeplechase Foundation (N.S.F.) has raised 
and distributed over $1.6 million on programs that promote safety, educa-
tion, fairness and the spirit of amateurism throughout American steeple-
chasing. These funds made a significant impact on the sport, and also 
provided an indirect but invaluable bulwark for an industry that is a tre-
mendous provider for charities in general.

Last year NSA meets contributed approximately $5 million to charities: a 
remarkable total for a sport of this size, considering that American stee-
plechasing has only about 750 participants. These contributions to worthy 
causes are something supporters of the sport should be very proud of. At 
the same time, supporters should be determined to help the foundation 
and the race meets maintain and expand. 

Almost all of these charitable contributions are raised by the race meets 
– but if there wasn’t a sport that is extremely family-friendly and acces-
sible, that brings in high-end commercial sponsors because of the type of 
spectators it attracts, that presents an exciting yet relaxing way to spend 
a weekend afternoon with little of the hassles involved in attending most 
big-time sporting events, then there would be no money donated to charity 
by these race meets. In short, steeplechasing fuels these contributions.

This is why support of the National Steeplechase Foundation is so critical. 
Among the programs we provide to the sport:

◆ Safe Courses-Sound Horses. The course inspection and assessment pro-
gram has helped improve racecourse conditions and make racing much safer.

◆ Drug Testing at all NSA race meets.

◆ Promoting amateur racing. We have supplemented purses for amateur 
races, not only giving young riders an opportunity to grow in the sport, 
but providing a continuing involvement for non-professionals who may 
become horse owners and leaders of the sport in the future.

◆ Helping pay airtime and production costs for steeplechasing on ESPN. 
This is great exposure for the sport in general, and by appearing on some 
of the top flat-racing shows, we keep ourselves very much in the con-
sciousness of the flat community.

In short, the Foundation does many things that help keep the sport we love 
healthy and vital, thus also providing invaluable support to its non-profit 
beneficiaries.

As the fall season begins, you will receive many requests from charities, 
all of them worthy of consideration. We hope our work of the last 12 years 
will inspire you to contribute to the National Steeplechase Foundation, 
thus continuing to make that work possible and helping our sport thrive.
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Beyond the big names (see related article, p. 6), the 
fall steeplechase season is a proving ground. Novice 
hurdlers get another season to shine, timber horses 
take their shots, distaffers find opportunity, maidens 
try to prove their worth and even 3-year-olds get into 
the act.

Novice discussions are always fun and this fall 
should be no different with three major opportuni-
ties for horses that did not break their maidens before 
June 1, 2006 – the $75,000 Somerset Medical Cen-
ter at The Meadowlands Sept. 21, the $100,000 Fox-
brook at Far Hills Oct. 20 and the $100,000 AFLAC 
U.S. Championship at Callaway Nov. 3.

Trainer Doug Fout has two standouts in Gliding and 
Dark Equation. The latter, owned by Peggy Steinman, 
looked like a budding star when he dragged jockey 
Matt McCarron around the Saratoga turf course for 
an easy 5-length allowance win Aug. 29 while Glid-
ing closed from last for a solid fourth against open 
company in the New York Turf Writers Cup. Both are 
heading for The Big M. 

“Dark Equation and Gliding both came out of 

their Saratoga races in great shape,” Fout said. “Dark 
Equation just ran great and he could be a really nice 
horse. He loves a hard course, the harder the better 
for him.”

Brigadoon Stable’s New Zealand import Gliding 
would appreciate softer ground so Fout’s covered ei-
ther way. Both Fout horses squeaked in under the nov-

ice conditions – Dark Equation won his first jump race 
July 2, 2006 and Gliding tallied his first win Aug. 5 (in 
his native land).

More recent maiden winner Divine Fortune casts 
a long shadow on the division as well. The chest-

fAll sTeeplecHAse pRevieW

it’s Open
season

Tod Marks
Divine Fortune looks to try his luck in novice stakes after notching a smashing allowance score at Saratoga.

See FALL Preview page 11 
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Preview Party and Tour: Sep. 16th 1  4 pm

Follow your dreams directly to Magical Acres!  Nestled in the 
residential community of Becher’s Brook, this outstanding 
Equestrian Center boasts everything you need for Horse 
Training, Boarding and Shows, embraced by the picturesque 
and expansive pastures and riding trails!

MAIN BARN:  100 by 200 clear span Indoor Arena, 18 
matted stalls, 3 tack rooms, 2 feed rooms, 2 wash stalls, 
2 offi  ces, Judges stand, Intercom, Laundry room, Heated 
lounge and bathroom

LAND: 20 Acres of Woods & Riding Trails, 15 Acres of 
fenced fi elds, (2) 5 Acre fenced fi elds, (2) 2 acre fi elds, (1) 1 
acre fi eld, 150 x 300 Sand outdoor ring, 60' Round pen,
75 x 100 Grass ring

OUTBUILDINGS: 10 stall stable with Tack and Feed rooms, 
built in 2006 (currently leased to DSU); Lean-tos in each 
of 2 paddocks, 16' paddock gates; 12 x 24 Classroom; 
12 x 24 Storage Shed

EAL ESTATE �UCTION
Extraordinary Equestrian Center on 46 +/- Acres | 238 Grey Fox Lane, Dover, DE
September 28, 2007 at 4:47 pm On-Site
Open House: Sep. 5th 5 - 7pm | Preview Party and Tour: Sep. 16th 1- 4 pm

�

888-986-SOLD or 302-856-7333
Log on to www.marshallauctions.com

    LATE ADDITION:

Doug Marshall, Jr., CAI, Auctioneer

33 Grey Fox Lane: 3-4 Bedroom 
2-yr-old Colonial Home in Becher’s 
Brook, just a trot away!! Suggested 
Opening Bid: $250,000

Novices, timber horses
get ready for busy fall

by briAN NAdEAu and JoE ClANCy
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nut, owned by Bill Pape, came out of 
a maiden victory at Radnor in May to 
electrify Saratoga. First, he finished sec-
ond after circling the field on the final 
turn July 26. Next, he dominated an al-
lowance hurdle Aug. 16 – winning by 
8 1/4 lengths while coasting to the fin-
ish. Trainer Jonathan Sheppard entered 
the 4-year-old in the Turf Writers, but 
passed on the open-company start in fa-
vor of novice foes this fall. 

Divine Fortune stayed in Saratoga 
and recently worked 7 furlongs on 
the Oklahoma turf course (the clock-
ers caught him galloping out a mile in 
1:43.22 Sept. 10). He points for the 
Meadowlands, first.

Sheppard will also bring back Sov-
ereign Duty for owner Hudson River 
Farm. The 5-year-old skipped Saratoga, 
but ran well in two of the three legs of 
the Triple Crown this spring (he was 
brought down in the other). Colonial 
Downs maiden winner Dr. Bloomer  
could also be a player in the division.

Trainer Tom Voss could be a factor 
with Saratoga winner Planets Aligned, 
while any number of maiden winners 
could climb the ladder.

Timber Tales
The million-dollar question most tim-

ber seasons is “Where is Miles Ahead?” 
Well, he’s in training so be prepared. 
Kinross Farm’s stable star has not run 
since winning the 2006 Virginia Gold 
Cup but is still undefeated over timber. 

Trainer Neil Morris will aim for the 
International Gold Cup Oct. 20, with a 
prep perhaps coming at Middleburg.

“The plan is to run this fall,” said 
Morris. “I’d love to retire him, but he’ll 
have another try at it. We’re training 
away with him carefully.”

The 2005 timber champion has not 
lost in seven career timber starts.

With division leader Salmo on the 
sidelines with a bowed tendon, there’s 
space in the spotlight. Jack Fisher will 
miss Salmo, but he’ll find consolation 
in a barn loaded with timber horses; he 
trains five others in the top 10 and will 
look to keep them apart as best he can. 
Seeyouattheevent aims for the Interna-
tional Gold Cup, Mr Bombastic and 
Bubble Economy point to the New Jer-
sey Hunt Cup at Far Hills, while North-
ern Thinking heads to the Pennsylvania 
Hunt Cup Nov. 4.

Irish Prince went from timber maiden 
to timber stakes winner this spring, and 
returns for Augustin Stable and trainer 
Sanna Hendriks. The New Zealand 
import – who trails Salmo by $6,600 – 
aims for Shawan Downs and Far Hills. 

Fout will have Erin Go Bragh back 
for the fall.

Through The Barns
• Hendriks hopes to have a good fall 

season with 5-year-old mare Imagina, 
who closed the spring with a stakes win 
at Fair Hill. The bay Chilean will try 
an Oct. 8 allowance hurdle against the 
boys at Philadelpia Park and then the 
distaff Peapack Stakes at Far Hills. Af-
ter watching Footlights win twice and 
Slew’s Peak finish second in open allow-
ance company at Saratoga, Hendriks 
felt like her mare could have competed 
as well.

“The ground came up hard at Sara-
toga and she would have liked it,” said 

Hendriks. “There aren’t many spots to 
run her this fall and if it came up soft 
at Far Hills she would not be happy, so 
we’ll go to Philadelphia first and see.”

Hendriks also hopes to get Dynamite 
Flyer back to the races. He made just 
one start in 2006, breaking his maiden 
at Radnor (which means the 6-year-old 
just misses the novice cut). Maidens Dy-
namont and Five Pines could also ap-
pear over hurdles this fall.

• Fout will look to develop a few 
classy rookies, notably Letter Perfect, 
a beautifully bred son of A.P. Indy (out 
of a Mr. Prospector mare) who won a 
maiden race on the flat in 2006 for his 
former trainer Alan Goldberg.

“I’ve got some really nice maidens 
that I’m really looking forward to run-
ning this fall,” Fout said. “I really like 
Letter Perfect, and I’m also high on 
Coupe De Ville for Eldon Farm. Both 
horses are very nice. I’ll run them at 
Middleburg on October 6 or 7 and then 
at Far Hills.”

• Arch Kingsley has some promising 
prospects poised to try the hurdles, not 
to mention old friend Pleasant Pick. The 
8-year-old was last seen running fourth 
to Dark Equation Aug. 29 at Saratoga.

“He’ll run this fall and I’ll point him 
to either a maiden timber race or a low-
level allowance by the end of the fall,” 
Kingsley said. “I might try a couple 
of my flat horses, Kill Devil Rum and 
Logaritimo, over jumps as well. Kill 
Devil Rum’s got a lot of ability; I think 
he’ll do well. He’s the kind of horse 
who will run all day and he’s an even-
tempered horse, which is always a plus. 
He’s lightly raced even though he is an 
older horse, and he’s caught on to the 
racing game. He’s half-schooled already 
to running over the jumps. It will take 
him less than a month to get ready. He’s 
been down in Camden before, where 
they have some baby-sized hurdles that 
he has jumped.”

• Paul Rowland will look to main-
stays Swimming River and Suntara to 
pace the barn this fall. Swimming River 
has proven a capable allowance runner 
and Suntara (who has yet to run this 

year) will attempt to defend her title in 
the Peapack – a race she won  last year 
by 18 1/2 lengths. The then 5-year-old 
mare chose the perfect day to break her 
maiden, catching soft ground at Far 
Hills to register the easy score.

“I’m going to be praying for rain; she 
just loves it,” said Rowland. “Swim-
ming River will run at some point this 
fall as well. He’s had some issues along 
the way and hopefully we have them 
corrected and he will have improved off 
of them.”

While Rowland admits he won’t 
have the numbers of years past, he will 
send out a few up-and-comers Sept. 29 
at Shawan Downs.

“Things are quiet right now, I’ve had 
a lot of injuries,” Rowland said. “I do 
have a couple of Maryland-breds, so 
they will run at Shawan. Ravens Rock 
will run in a maiden over timber and Si-
lent Bow will run there as well. I have a 
horse named Light Speed who is getting 
ready, and I’ll look to run him sometime 
this fall when he tells me it’s time.”

• Kathy McKenna looks to add to her 
10 wins this fall with veteran Toughke-
namon (if the weather cooperates) and 
Sheriff Dillon. McKenna has also added 
some new firepower to her barn and 
the prospects have her looking to the 
future.

“Well, all four-legged animals get 
my pulse racing, but Well Deserved and 
Notable Contender both have me very 
excited,” the trainer said. “I really think 
Notable Contender can be a good tim-
ber horse. I ran him at Saratoga (Open 

House) over hurdles and he had a throat 
issue. This is just a big, huge 17-hand 
horse . . . an Irish-bred that jumps great. 
He really is a fun and exciting horse. I’ll 
look to run him and Fly Past (a hurdle 
winner purchased from Sheppard) at 
Shawan. Sheriff Dillon is kind of fun 
and I’ll run him in an allowance or nov-
ice race.”

River Bed, a four-time winner in 
2007, will take the season off.

• Bruce Miller will run two mares 
this fall as jump maidens Jellyberry and 
Dynaskill move over from the flat world 
for owner Sally Radcliffe. Jellyberry fin-
ished second at the Queen’s Cup this 
spring while Dynaskill has yet to run 
over jumps. 

• Morris plans to run Humdinger, 
Noblest and Capital Peak this fall while 
Thegooddieyoung will probably move 
toward a timber career while Sheppard 
will aim Slew’s Peak for the filly/mare 
division.

• Fisher dominated the spring season, 
topping the table with 13 wins and com-
manding  earnings lead of more than 
$200,000. His horses won three races at 
Saratoga, but he got credit for just one 
victory as Footlights had been moved 
over to trainer Roger Horgan’s care. 
Fisher now sits second (behind Shep-
pard) in both training categories, but his 
barn will be plenty active this season.

Reinforcements include Swagger 
Stick, a four-time winner on the flat, 
previously trained by Graham Motion. 
The 6-year-old son of Cozzene  finished 
fourth over hurdles at the Saratoga Open 
House and finished fifth on the flat in the 
John’s Call Stakes later in the meet.

“I don’t have many new maidens for 
the fall, but I did get Swagger Stick from 
Graham and we’ll point him to Shawan 
Downs to run in a maiden race,” Fish-
er said. “I also have (amateurs) Blake 
Curry and Diana Gillam riding for me 
this fall.”

NOTES: Great Gusto, who won a 
maiden race at Colonial Downs for 
Clorevia Farm and trainer Eddie Gra-
ham, should also see fall action and was 
among the nominations to the Mead-
owlands race . . . Owner/trainer Linda 
Klein aims 2006 filly/mare champion 
Orchid Princess at Callaway Gardens 
in November . . . The summer was not 
so kind on the injury front as several 
horses went to the sidelines including 
promising newcomers Rum Squall, 
Baby League, John Law, Prep School, 
More Fascination and Diego Cao . . . 
Class Vantage was euthanized after in-
juring his leg in the Turf Writers . . . 
Stakes-winning mare Gold Mitten, dis-
taff champion in 2004, has been retired 
by Kinross Farm and will start a career 
as a broodmare next year.

Doug Lees
undefeated timber baron Miles Ahead looks to take home the International Gold Cup.

Fall Preview –
 Continued from page 10

Teacher/Naturalist Needed
Applications are now being accepted for a 

substitute teacher/naturalist at the Fair Hill Nature 
Center in Fair Hill, Maryland. Curriculum can 

be found at www.fairhillnature.org. 

For more information, call (410) 398-4909.
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In May, a sign with Chip Miller’s name and a big 
200 began to travel the National Steeplechase Associ-
ation circuit – going to the Iroquois in Tennessee, Wil-
lowdale and Radnor in Pennsylvania, High Hope in 
Kentucky, Fair Hill in Maryland and Colonial Downs 
in Virginia.

The sign (actually, there were two copies making 
the rounds) finally shed its brown-paper wrapper Aug. 
23 at Saratoga, landing in Miller’s lap as the jockey 
rode Planets Aligned into the winner’s circle after 
the $70,000 Mickey Walsh Memorial novice hurdle 
stakes. The race drew a field of seven, but wound up 
a one-man show as Miller moved from third to first 
after the last fence. 

Tactically, it was vintage Miller. He rode his first 
jump race in 1990 and leads all active professionals in 
terms of mounts, victories, earnings – and well-timed 
stretch runs.

Owned by Fox Ridge Farm and trained by Tom 
Voss, Planets Aligned didn’t get to the front until the 
final 100 yards, but won by 1 1/4 lengths over Rum 
Squall with Gigger third. The winner settled off the 
early pace, and had one horse beaten with a circuit re-
maining. Down the backstretch the final time, Planets 
Aligned was a modest fourth – either going nowhere 
or waiting to ambush the three in front of him. Miller 
blew his cover by peeking under his legs to see what 
competition was behind him. There was none.

Planets Aligned glided around the turn, waited for 
a seam to open after the last fence and accelerated late 
to win for the second time in five jump starts (all this 
year). His jockey, 37, became just the eighth to win 
200 North American jump races.

“Unfortunately, I’ve been thinking about it all sum-
mer because we don’t ride much and I’ve been at 199 
for a while,” said Miller, who got his 199th win May 
19 at Radnor. “I never counted numbers, never count-
ed how many races I had in a year, 10 years, whatever. 
But this makes me think of how long I’ve been doing 
it, makes me think of the horses, and the experiences 
I’ve had. I’ve been riding (at Saratoga) for 15 years 
and to pass that much time with people means some-
thing. You read that you’re the eighth jockey to do 
it and you have to think about it. Wow, that’s some-

thing. It’s not for me to say what it means. You win 
them one at a time.”

The son of trainers Bruce and Nancy Miller, Chip 
began his career with three mounts in 1990 and col-
lected three wins the following season. By 1996, he 
was a champion and he won at least a dozen races 
for seven consecutive seasons (1993-99). The totals 
haven’t been as high since as Miller shifted his career 
toward training, but he’s still riding winners.

His latest nearly didn’t happen. Miller rode Plan-
ets Aligned to a maiden win at the Iroquois (number 
198), but stayed home in Pennsylvania when the horse 
ran back at Saratoga Aug. 2, finishing sixth that day 
under Rob Massey. A man of few words, Voss called 
Miller and said simply “I want you to ride this horse.”  
Planets Aligned hit the entry box at 148 pounds, and 
Miller thought about saying no – due to the weight, 
the traveling, the difficulty of staying sharp while rid-
ing (at most) one race a week during the summer.

“It’s hard for me, hard to keep the weight off, hard 
to go to yoga, hard to not miss a run, harder to miss 
a meal,” said Miller. “A part of me would have been 
happy if he got somebody else to ride him, but in a 
selfish way – and as cantankerous as Mr. Voss can 
be and as generally indifferent as he normally is as 
to who rides for him – it’s nice to know that he has 
enough respect for my riding to actually call me. It’s 
not an ego thing, but when you’ve been doing it this 
long it means something.”

Miller got up at 4 a.m. on race day to catch a flight 
to Albany, hit the sweatbox in the Saratoga jocks’ room 
at 9:30, tacked 150 pounds and won his 14th career 
race at Saratoga while joining Joe Aitcheson, Paddy 
Smithwick, Dooley Adams, Jerry Fishback, Tommy 
Walsh, Jeff Teter and Blythe Miller in the 200 club.

Not one to point out his favorites or summon spe-
cific highlights in a career full of them, Miller tried to 
figure out what hitting the milestone means.

“It’s not a win, not 10 percent, it’s not a picture,” 
he said. “It’s an experience. It’s four minutes. I think of 
the horse, the people I have a conversation with about 
it or the look on the trainer’s face when I came back – 
that humbles me, looking back on all of that.”

Now that the 200 sign is on his wall, Miller can 
look beyond it. His sister Blythe (202 wins) is next on 

the leaderboard with Jeff Teter (231) out there a little 
further. Miller can’t say what comes next or where it 
might end.

“I don’t think about numbers, I think about riding 
the horse well enough to win a good race,” he said. “I 
hadn’t won the (Virginia) Gold Cup before this year, I 
haven’t won the Colonial Cup and I’ve been on horses 
that ran well enough to win, I haven’t won the Turf 
Writers. The experience of riding a horse well enough to 
win one of those races is why I still do it and I still want 
to come back and say ‘oh, that’s what that’s like.’ ”

And you don’t need a sign for that.

Tod Marks
Jockey Chip Miller, at 37,  and Planets Aligned – after victory number 200 – Aug. 23 at Saratoga.

signed, sealed, Delivered
Milestone victory puts 
Miller in elite company

by JoE ClANCy

Doug Lees
Chip Miller, 27, and Tommy Hawkins hit the century in 1997.

Catherine French
Chip Miller, at 21, after winning his sixth career race with 
My Dear Judge at the Iroquois in 1992.
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1 Dieu Merci Oxmoor 4/13/91
2 Kitto Oxmoor 4/13/91
3 Montana Hank Virginia Fall 10/5/91
4 Kiliarch Oxmoor 4/11/92
5 My Dear Judge Middleburg Spring 4/19/92
6 My Dear Judge Iroquois 5/9/92
7 Peace Of The Rock Georgetown 5/17/92
8 Pro Consul St. Louis 5/31/92
9 Isaiah Garden State Park 9/18/92
10 Ask Don International Gold Cup 10/17/92
11 Lua Far Hills 10/24/92
12 Turkmaster Aiken 3/20/93
13 Turkmaster Stoneybrook 4/10/93
14 Turkmaster Virginia Gold Cup 5/1/93
15 Loud Landing Hard Scuffle 5/22/93
16 Prenuptial Laurel Park 6/22/93
17 Martin Max Fair Hill 9/11/93
18 Gone Bye St. James 9/18/93
19 Bull Terrier Fairfax 9/25/93
20 Gran Master Foxfield 9/26/93
21 Kucumber Virginia Fall 10/2/93
22 Luke A Duke International Gold Cup 10/16/93
23 Bryan Station Far Hills 10/23/93
24 Isaiah Callaway Gardens 11/6/93
25 Hallelujah I’mabum Callaway Gardens 11/6/93
26 Bryan Station Colonial Cup 11/14/93
27 Grenade Atlanta 4/9/94
28 Grenade Foxfield 4/30/94
29 Casual Flash Oxmoor 5/1/94
30 Far Out Affair Radnor 5/21/94
31 Nationality High Hope 5/22/94
32 High Speed Drill High Hope 5/22/94
33 Mike’s Cavil Fair Hill 5/30/94
34 Sovereign’s Escort Atlantic City 6/30/94
35 Casual Flash Saratoga Open House 7/17/94
36 Casual Flash Saratoga 7/27/94
37 Bright Offer Fair Hill 10/30/94
38 Anzac Cove Colonial Cup 11/13/94
39 Majestic Hawk Atlanta 4/8/95
40 Big Destiny Strawberry Hill 4/15/95
41 Spectacular Rowdy Strawberry Hill 4/15/95
42 Far Out Affair Oxmoor 4/30/95
43 Krispy Peach Iroquois 5/13/95
44 Smart Jaune Iroquois 5/13/95
45 Pas The Knight Willowdale 5/14/95
46 Explosive Light Willowdale 5/14/95
47 Final Final Marengo 5/20/95
48 High Card Georgetown 5/21/95
49 White Eyed Judge Hard Scuffle 5/27/95
50 Sea Spruce Laurel Park 6/23/95
51 High Card Saratoga 8/16/95
52 Couldabeenme Sugarberry 9/16/95
53 Bench Time Foxfield 9/24/95
54 Hudson Bay St. Louis 10/8/95
55 Hurler International Gold Cup 10/21/95
56 Beau Centavo International Gold Cup 10/21/95
57 To Ridley Callaway Gardens 11/4/95
58 Hurler Callaway Gardens 11/4/95
59 Dusty Corners Callaway Gardens 11/4/95
60 Couldabeenme Pennsylvania Hunt Cup 11/5/95
61 Vital Testamony Aiken 11/25/95
62 Serenity Prayer Atlanta 4/6/96
63 Cheering News Stoneybrook 4/13/96
64 Class Eminence Charlotte 4/27/96
65 Hurler Virginia Gold Cup 5/4/96
66 My Man Pedro Virginia Gold Cup 5/4/96
67 Sea Spruce Virginia Gold Cup 5/4/96

68 Cheering News Iroquois 5/11/96
69 High Card Iroquois 5/11/96
70 Serenity Prayer Iroquois 5/11/96
71 Ashkhabad Willowdale 5/12/96
72 Sombrero Alon Georgetown 5/19/96
73 Cheering News Hard Scuffle 5/25/96
74 High Card Hard Scuffle 5/25/96
75 Serenity Prayer Fair Hill 5/27/96
76 Sombrero Alon Fair Hill 5/27/96
77 My Man Pedro Suffolk Downs 5/31/96
78 Grenade Laurel Park 6/26/96
79 Cheering News Saratoga 8/1/96
80 Grenade Saratoga 8/15/96
81 Hurler Fairfax 9/21/96
82 Sombrero Alon Foxfield 9/29/96
83 Pleasant Interlude Virginia Fall 10/5/96
84 Serenity Prayer Morven Park 10/12/96
85 Sombrero Alon International Gold Cup 10/19/96
86 Big Boo Boo International Gold Cup 10/19/96
87 Couldabeenme International Gold Cup 10/19/96
88 Crickets Dancer Callaway Gardens 11/2/96
89 Serenity Prayer Callaway Gardens 11/2/96
90 Crickets Dancer Aiken 3/22/97
91 Serenity Prayer Atlanta 4/5/97
92 Bryan Station Middleburg Spring 4/19/97
93 High Card Middleburg Spring 4/19/97
94 Serenity Prayer Iroquois 5/10/97
95 Hurler Iroquois 5/10/97
96 Prudent Word Willowdale 5/11/97
97 Tyrendarra Fair Hill 5/26/97
98 Grenade Saratoga 7/24/97
99 St. Elias Saratoga 8/27/97
100 Tommy Hawkins Fairfax 9/20/97
101 Hurler Fairfax 9/20/97
102 Rainier Dancer Oxmoor 9/27/97
103 Magic On Broadway Foxfield 9/28/97
104 Final Final International Gold Cup 10/18/97
105 Magic On Broadway Callaway Gardens 11/1/97
106 Final Final Pennsylvania Hunt Cup 11/2/97
107 Serenity Prayer Iroquois 5/9/98
108 Anzac Cove Radnor 5/16/98
109 Magic On Broadway High Hope 5/17/98
110 Popular Gigalo Delaware Park 7/12/98
111 Patrician Power Delaware Park 7/12/98
112 Grenade Saratoga 7/30/98
113 Grenade Saratoga 8/12/98
114 Romantic Saratoga 9/7/98
115 Hurler Fairfax 9/19/98
116 Popular Gigalo Colonial Downs 9/20/98
117 Big Destiny Genesee Valley 10/10/98
118 Striking North International Gold Cup 10/17/98
119 Avanico International Gold Cup 10/17/98
120 Saluter International Gold Cup 10/17/98
121 Avanico Montpelier 11/7/98
122 Zhivago Montpelier 11/7/98
123 Smart N True Montpelier 11/7/98
124 Bisbalense Colonial Cup 11/22/98
125 Little Caveat Carolina Cup 3/27/99
126 Little Hurt Middleburg Spring 4/17/99
127 Boundless Honor Middleburg Spring 4/17/99
128 Smart N True Foxfield 4/24/99
129 Popular Gigalo Churchill Downs 4/29/99
130 Kris Kringle Iroquois 5/8/99
131 Southwoods Iroquois 5/8/99
132 Hunt Lane Radnor 5/15/99
133 Popular Gigalo Belmont Park 6/3/99
134 Lenape Forge Delaware Park 6/27/99

135 Cavasham Saratoga Open House 7/25/99
136 Vinco Saratoga Open House 7/25/99
137 Grenade Saratoga 7/29/99
138 Romantic Belmont Park 9/10/99
139 Patrician Power Morven Park 10/9/99
140 Turkish Corner International Gold Cup 10/16/99
141 Yellowroad Far Hills 10/23/99
142 Floating Interest Pennsylvania Hunt Cup 10/31/99
143 Stop And Listen Callaway Gdns. 11/6/99
144 High Card Fair Hill 5/29/00
145 Iron County Xmas Saratoga 8/17/00
146 Patrician Power Genesee Valley 10/14/00
147 Stop And Listen International Gold Cup 10/21/00
148 Charlie’s Dewan Callaway Gardens 11/4/00
149 Rowdy Irishman Middleburg Spring 4/21/01
150 Carson Beach Willowdale 5/13/01
151 Flasher Pimlico 5/17/01
152 Darn Tipalarm Shawan Downs 9/29/01
153 Patrician Power Pennsylvania Hunt Cup 10/28/01
154 Ethical Actions Colonial Cup 11/18/01
155 Assurance Little Everglades 3/10/02
156 Serenity Prayer Charlotte 4/27/02
157 Carson Beach Virginia Gold Cup 5/4/02
158 Matchless Willowdale 5/12/02
159 Cambridge Bay Fair Hill 5/27/02
160 Sharp Face Belmont Park 6/6/02
161 Storybook Ending Morven Park 10/12/02
162 Michele Marieschi Strawberry Hill 4/12/03
163 Crafty Celt Middleburg Spring 4/19/03
164 Flying Contraption Fair Hill 5/26/03
165 Mr Rokeby Fair Hill 5/26/03
166 Iron County Xmas Fair Hill 5/26/03
167 Orfino Saratoga Open House 7/20/03
168 Charlie’s Dewan Far Hills 10/18/03
169 Iron County Xmas Carolina Cup 3/27/04
170 South By Gosh Block House 4/17/04
171 Carson Beach Block House 4/17/04
172 Iron County Xmas Charlotte 4/24/04
173 Udeman Virginia Gold Cup 5/1/04
174 Northern Run Iroquois 5/8/04
175 St. Malachi Willowdale 5/9/04
176 Tallow Atlantic City 5/19/04
177 Iron County Xmas Fair Hill 5/31/04
178 Cherokeeinthehills Saratoga 8/18/04
179 St. Malachi Morven Park 10/9/04
180 Mon Villez Montpelier 11/5/05
181 Te Akau Five Morven Park 11/12/05
182 Hip Hop Colonial Cup 11/26/05
183 Hip Hop Little Everglades 3/5/06
184 Best Attack Stoneybrook 4/8/06
185 Turkish Corner Charlotte 4/29/06
186 Brimson Virginia Gold Cup 5/6/06
187 Salmo Winterthur 5/7/06
188 Signboard Willowdale 5/14/06
189 Best Attack Saratoga 8/3/06
190 Letspullthetrigger Virginia Fall 10/7/06
191 Straight Gin Virginia Fall 10/7/06
192 Gryffindor Colonial Cup 11/19/06
193 Hip Hop Atlanta 4/14/07
194 Irish Embassy Middleburg Spring 4/21/07
195 Hip Hop Charlotte 4/28/07
196 Brimson Virginia Gold Cup 5/5/07
197 Salmo Virginia Gold Cup 5/5/07
198 Planets Aligned Iroquois 5/12/07
199 Best Attack Radnor 5/19/07

200 Planets Aligned Saratoga 8/23/07

cHip BY THe NUMBeRs

race meets 
where he’s 
won races.

racetracks 
where he’s 
won races.

Wins at defunct race meets/racetracks.
(Oxmoor, Georgetown, St. Louis, 
Garden State Park, Hard Scuffle, St. James, 
Fairfax, Marengo, Sugarberry)

Two-win 
days.

Three-win 
days.

 Wins Horse
 
 9 Serenity Prayer
 8 Grenade
 7 Hurler
 6 High Card
 5 Iron County Xmas
 4 Popular Gigalo, Patrician Power, Hip Hop Grenade Serenity Prayer

Favorite 
Mounts
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Andre Brewster was 12 years old 
the first time he came to Saratoga Race 
Course – a boy on a day away from 
summer camp – but he was with the 
right person.

“Mr. Ambrose Clark brought me 
here. I was at camp at Lake Otsego and 
he had a place near there. He brought 
me down for the day – it really hasn’t 
changed much, you know?”

Not at all – Brewster said that in the 
Saratoga winner’s circle after his mare 
Footlights upset the Grade I New York 
Turf Writers Cup steeplechase stakes 
Aug. 30. Clark won it in 1950 with 
Gerrymander.

The lightest weight in the field at 133 
pounds, Footlights took the lead on the 
backside the final time and kicked clear 
of favorite Mixed Up (carrying 162) on 
the turn. Still galloping in the stretch, 
she leapt over the last like a fresh horse 
to win by 11 1/2 lengths over Underbid-
der with The Looper third in 4:33.01 
for the 2 3/8 miles. Mixed Up advanced 
to second behind the winner on the final 
turn before fading to fifth, beaten nearly 
20 lengths.

Clark was a legendary owner and 
trainer of horses, and won dozens of 
important steeplechases including the 
1933 English Grand National with 
Kellsboro Jack (who actually raced in 
the name of his wife, Florence). 

Clark owned an estate in Cooper-
stown, a 400-acre farm in Westbury, 
Long Island, known as Broad Hollow 
(where he hosted Thoroughbred races) 
and another estate in Aiken, S.C.  Hors-
es were his passion, and Brewster re-
membered the day at Saratoga well.

“He had winners all over the place,” 
Brewster said. “He had a bookmaker 
with him in the box and would bet all 
the way around with changing odds. It 
was something to see.”

Master of the Meadowbrook Hounds 
foxhunting club in the 1920s, Clark is 
honored with a National Steeplechase 
Association award given to an individu-
al who has done the most to “promote, 
improve and encourage the growth and 
welfare of American steeplechasing.”

Footlights might be a candidate if she 
keeps doing things like she did at Sara-
toga this year.

Opening Week, the 7-year-old won 
a $68,000 allowance hurdle at 22-1 
for trainer Roger Horgan and jockey 
Xavier Aizpuru. She became a Grade I 
winner – knocking off six geldings and 
another mare in the $160,800 race. 
She joined Life’s Illusion (1975) as a 
female winner of the Turf Writers and 
improved to 5-for-13 over jumps with 
$209,498 earned for Arcadia Stable (a 
long-standing partnership of Maryland-
ers Brewster, Skip Cochran and Minnie 
Watriss).

And – other than the prophetic visit 
with Clark decades ago – it was all so 
unlikely.

“We were going to run her Wednes-
day and she got written out of the race,” 
said Brewster. “And we were talking 
last night about whether to run or not 
because we were afraid of the ground. 
It’s wonderful. What a great mare.”

Saratoga’s steeplechase program does 
not include restricted filly/mare races, 

Tod Marks
Early in the Turf Writers, Footlights leads Mixed up (right) and The Looper.

TURf WRiTeRs RecAp

lady’s Day
Sparkling Footlights puts Brewster
back in the Saratoga winner’s circle

by JoE and SEAN ClANCy

Seven Great Races PLUS all day activities for the family starting at 10:30 AM
On the Presidential lawn of James Madison’s MONTPELIER,  Orange, Virginia

For tickets and information   
www.montpelierraces.org or 540.672.0027

ven Great Races PLUS all day activities for the family starting at 10:30 AM

Montpelier Hunt Races
Saturday, November 3, 2007

Join us for the 73rd Running of

See TUrF wriTerS page 15 
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and there is a limited schedule the rest 
of the year. Purchased out of flat trainer 
John Hennig’s stable, Footlights has 
won stakes against her gender, but had 
little success against open company, un-
til Saratoga 2007. 

In the Turf Writers, she found a for-
ward position among the group follow-
ing early leader Preemptive Strike. The 
latter opened 20 lengths on the field early, 
but jumped erratically and never found 
a rhythm. As the field passed the wire 
with 7 furlongs to run, Aizpuru moved 
Footlights into the three path and she re-
sponded by advancing to second behind 
the leader before the eighth fence. Pre-
emptive Strike rattled that one, handing 
the baton to Footlights. Between fences 
on the backstretch, she assumed com-
mand and set sail for the finish. Mixed 
Up gave brief chase, but faltered and the 
others never threatened.

“She just felt so fantastic out there,” 
Aizpuru said. “She was so comfort-
able. she jumped, things were going on 
around her and she never once changed 
anything, she was so focused and con-
trolled about what she was doing. I was 
worried that I got to the front too early 
going to the second to last, but at that 
point, carrying 133 pounds, I said to 
myself, ‘I’ve got to send her home and 
make these others catch her.’ From the 
second to last, that was the my one and 
only plan, if I get caught, I can hold my 
hands up and say, ‘shoot me.’ ”

In his box seat, Brewster put his hand 
to his holster while riding along with 
Aizpuru.

“I was getting awfully excited and 
thought maybe it was a little soon but 
I knew she had a lot of stay to her and 
she was getting all that weight,” said 
the owner. “He really used that to his 
advantage, it was a wonderful ride.”

Without a change to the allowance 
conditions at the start of the meet, Foot-
lights wouldn’t have been in Saratoga. To 
attract bigger fields, steeplechase allow-
ance conditions included filly and mare 
races, which made Footlights eligible for 
the non-winners-of-one other-than con-
dition. Jack Fisher, who handed Foot-
lights to Horgan for the summer, was 
about to turn out the rugged daughter 
of Pleasant Tap when he looked at the 
conditions and the weight allowances. 
Footlights carried 140 pounds in her al-
lowance win, dropped seven pounds for 
the Turf Writers and left Saratoga as the 
only dual steeplechase winner.

“If she doesn’t run here, she’s got to 
wait until Far Hills (in October) and 
run against Sweet Shani, who ran well 
in the A.P. Smithwick, at equal weights. 
She’s getting all this weight today, we’re 
going to take a shot,” Fisher said before 
the race. “She’s done everything right, 

she beat Divine Fortune who went on 
to crush them the next time. There’s a 
time to take a shot and it’s when you’re 
getting the weight. Over the years, (tim-
ber champion) Saluter gave 30 pounds 
to a horse who was a maiden and he 
barely beat him. It’s why (stakes horses) 
Good Night Shirt is not here and it’s 
why Paradise’s Boss is not here, I hate 
giving away that much weight.”

Footlights took full advantage of the 
weight, but a horse doesn’t win the Turf 
Writers by 11 1/2 lengths, simply because 
she’s getting weight. She was the most 
rested of any horse in the race, com-
ing off the July 26 allowance – and that 
helped. But the biggest factors were she 
jumped flawlessly, ran gamely and never 
flinched in a mistake-free performance.

“She’s incredible, so game and so 
tough, she just didn’t care about any-
one or anything. All I cared about really 
was having a smooth trip and giving her 
some sort of shot at the end of the race 

to let her do her stuff, she knocked the 
socks off of me,” Aizpuru said. “After 
the race, she was tired, she was in a 
tough race, but you could tell she was 
pretty pleased with herself. On the way 
back, I really wanted to take my time 
and give her a chance to get her breath 
back and kind of savor the moment. 
We got out on the dirt and I turned her 
to come back, she just picked up and 
took off. I think I was the first one back, 
that’s what she wanted to do.”

As he exited the Saratoga trustees 
room, Brewster reached into his coat 
pocket. Deliberately, he opened a leath-
er billfold. Amid the credit cards, Mary-
land driver’s license and other assorted 
items he pulled out a NYRA mutuel 
ticket – $100 to win on Footlights and 
now worth $900.

“Icing, just icing,” he said while 
headed toward the window.

Ambrose Clark would have been 
proud.

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 14

PRICE GOOD UNTIL 10/30/07

GOOD ONLY AT OXFORD FEED & LUMBER 
AND UNIONVILLE FEED & PET.

Sale Prices for Store Pick-up Only.

Tod Marks
Andre and Nancy Brewster

Can’t make it 
to the races?

Visit 
www.rjhracing.com

results every 
30 minutes
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Editor’s Note: The Saratoga steeplechase 
recap was compiled by Jamie Santo from 
articles written in ST’s summer publication 
The Saratoga Special by Joe Clancy and 
Brian Nadeau.

On the whole, Mixed Up was 
rather glad not to be in Philadel-
phia. After failing against state-

breds as the favorite in the Flatterer July 
28, the two-time Grade I winner came 
to Saratoga for a change of scenery and 
a shot at redemption. His jockey came 
into the A.P. Smithwick Aug. 9 con-
cerned about her mount.

“I was pretty nervous coming into to-
day,” said Danielle Hodsdon. “He was 
very taken aback by what happened at 
Philadelphia – when we schooled him 
the other day he was very, very sticky. It 
was a little stressful.”

Making the Smithwick victory a re-
lief, in addition to a Grade II score. 

At Philadelphia Park, Mixed Up en-
tered a Pennsylvania-bred stakes as the 
odds-on choice only to lose Hodsdon 
with a mistake at the fourth fence. De-
signed as a stepping stone to the Gr. I 
New York Turf Writers Cup at the end 
of the Saratoga meet, Mixed Up’s mis-
step turned the race into a van ride for 
nothing – and sent Hodsdon and trainer 
Jonathan Sheppard to Plan B, the Smith-
wick. A far tougher spot, the Grade II 
event lured stakes veteran Preemptive 
Strike and recent novice graduates Ori-
son and Orsay in a field of six.

Preemptive Strike set a comfortable 
early pace for the first mile. Second early, 
Mixed Up stayed in touch with the lead-
er and was in a perfect stalking position 
once the real running started leaving the 
backside. Preemptive Strike ratcheted 
up the pressure at the second-last and 
flew into the final turn with the lead. 
Giving the leader eight pounds, Mixed 
Up stayed in touch and in the clear as 
Sweet Shani briefly moved into second 
just before the last fence. Preemptive 
Strike jumped the last in front and dug 
in, but Mixed Up edged alongside after 
landing and got up in the final yards to 
win by a half-length. Sweet Shani, right 
there at the last fence, settled for third 
as the winner covered the 2 1/16 miles 
in 3:45.56 while paying $4.90 as the 
7-5 favorite.

A Grade I winner in 2006 and 2007, 
Mixed Up won for the eighth time in 17 
career jump starts and collected $50,940 
to push his career steeplechase bankroll 
to $432,250 for owner Bill Pape.

Hodsdon rode a somewhat different 
race than usual on the 8-year-old son of 
Carnivalay, staying more in touch with 
the pace early before calling on the geld-
ing’s speed in the stretch.

“He’s gotten to the point where he’s 
learned to relax out the back and I didn’t 

really want that going 2 1/16 miles with 
Preemptive Strike on the lead so I was try-
ing to sit second or third,” she said. “I was 
surprised at how keen he was, though it 
was good for his jumping and his confi-
dence. But he was dragging me early.”

When Mixed Up was still dragging 
Hodsdon at the second-last, she knew 
she had a chance. Still, Preemptive Strike 
resisted the rally in the stretch.

“The other horse had a little more 
when I got to him, but I didn’t want to 
get all the way there to head him (be-
fore the last fence),” Hodsdon said. “I 
had a little bit of a tired horse going to 
the last,  but he absolutely dug in after-
ward.”

Sheppard and Hodsdon paid credit 
to Mixed Up’s personality and attitude 
– he harasses Hodsdon while galloping 
most mornings, demands extra attention 
and can generally be high-maintenance 
when it comes to anything but racing 
(for example, he balked while going 
into the winner’s circle afterward).

“He certainly has that little pizzazz, 
a little bit of a character – he’s boun-
cy, he’s cocky, he’s aggressive, a little 
cheeky,” said Sheppard. “In the morn-
ing, he’s kind of got Dani’s number, but 
I think it helps him – he thinks he’s al-
ready won some little contest before he 
ever gets to the races.”

Mixed Up has definite views about 
things.

“He’s very, very ornery and he wants 
to do things his way,” said Hodsdon. 
“It’s taken a long time for he and I to 
build up some trust, but that’s where his 
grit comes out. He’s got a lot of fight in 
him . . . Some people felt we weren’t go-
ing to be overly aggressive today – may-
be we didn’t want to knock the horse 
out for the other race, but we wanted to 
win if we could.”

And it showed at the finish line.

The first race of the meet provided a 
bit of a shock, as Xavier Aizpuru and 
Footlights soared over the last to upset 
the July 26 allowance at 22-1. Let into 
the race when the “one-other-than” con-
ditions were expanded to include races 
restricted to distaffers, Arcadia Stable’s 
7-year-old mare ran down Divine For-
tune and Gryffindor after the last fence 
to win by three-quarters of a length.

“There aren’t many spots up here to 
get a steeplechase win,” Aizpuru said 
that day, “so it’s nice to get one early in 
the meet. We went over that last jump 
and she really exploded for me. Coming 
up to Saratoga and getting a win always 
means a lot.”

Aizpuru and Footlights went on to 
surprise Saratoga again, running away 
with the New York Turf Writers Cup.

Enjoying a hot streak in Let It Ride, 
Richard Dreyfus’ character couldn’t 
help but shout “I’m having a very good 
day!”

After winning his second Spa allow-
ance Aug. 2, not to mention the Flatter-
er Stakes at Philly Park, all in the span 
of eight says, Aizpuru was having a very 
good week.

“What a time of year for the hors-
es to be firing the way that they are – 
they’re just running unbelievably,” said 
the jockey, who picked up his second 
win of the Spa season Aug. 2 aboard 
Rum Squall.

“You always want to ride a winner at 
Saratoga. I was lucky enough to do that 
last week and if I didn’t have another 
winner I’d have walked away from the 
meet feeling like I was ahead of the 
game. And now I’ve got two.”

Aizpuru let Rum Squall settle just 
outside a slow early pace before launch-
ing a bid on the final turn. The 4-year-
old son of Anees passed Dr. Bloomer be-

Dave Harmon
Mixed up jogs back to the winner’s circle after taking the A.P. Smithwick Memorial.

sARATOgA sTeeplecHAse  RecAp

Back to form,
Mixed Up soars
in A.P. Smithwick

See SArAToGA next page 

The Right Mix

Tod Marks
Footlights jumps in her July 26 win.

Tod Marks
Rum Squall pulls away Aug. 2.

July 26

August 2
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fore the last and then kicked away from 
closers Baby League and Prep School to 
take the $70,000 Jonathan Kiser Novice 
Stakes by 1 1/2 lengths for trainer Jack 
Fisher. Owned by Arcadia Stable (which 
also collected its second victory of the 
young meet), the winner scored for the 
third consecutive time over fences, get-
ting the 2 1/16 miles in 3:48.16.

Aizpuru credited his horse’s growing 
confidence in his new career, which be-
gan late last year.

“He’s gotten a little bit more confi-
dent in himself and just the whole sport 
in general,” said the jockey. “He didn’t 
want to attack from the word go and let 
me hold him in behind. That’s a huge 
part of the battle, especially here. At our 
other meets you can get away with it 
because you’re going up and down hills 
and you can get little breaks into your 
horses. At the racetrack it’s so impor-
tant to get your horse to run its stron-
gest race.”

Fisher spent $20,000 to purchase 
Rum Squall from Maryland flat train-
er Howard Wolfendale last year, and 
risked the horse in claiming races three 
times (twice on the flat and once over 
jumps) including a $25,000 tag in April. 
With a winner’s check of $42,000, Rum 
Squall pushed his steeplechase earnings 
to $69,300.

In the meet’s opening jump race Di-
vine Fortune did everything right . . . 
well, almost everything. He rated com-
fortably, circled horses on the turn and 
jumped the last fence in front, only to 
be caught in the final yards, forced to 
settle for second.

Three weeks later, an Aug. 16 al-
lowance, Saratoga railbirds witnessed 
a similar performance; only the ending 
changed.

The 4-year-old sat in the center of a 
10-horse field, wide but in touch, then 
blew the race apart with a powerful run 
down the backstretch the final time. Al-
ways traveling, he passed early leader 
Jazzitupgeorge with about a half-mile to 
go and drew off to a handy score, giving 
the trio of Pape, Sheppard and Hodsdon 

their second victory of the meet.
Sent off as the 3-5 favorite, Divine 

Fortune travelled over 2 3/8 miles and 
10 fences in 4:19.92 to win by 8 1/4 
lengths over barnmate Slew’s Peak, with 
Dynaway third. But it wasn’t anywhere 
near that close. 

So what was the difference?
“Last time was his first time at the 

racetrack over hurdles, first time against 
winners and I wanted to be sure to give 
him a good experience – not that I didn’t 
want him to win the race too – but to-
day I wanted him to win the race,” said 
Hodsdon. “He’s always been a little  
keen so when he relaxed out the back 
last time I felt like I was just going to let 
him do it.”

Hodsdon believes her mount will 
only improve.

“He’s immature in the morning and 
in everything he does really,” the jockey 
said. “He doesn’t do anything wrong, 
but he’s big and gangly and feels like he 
needs a little bit of guidance.”

And he’s got some gallop.
The long-striding son of Royal An-

them will be difficult to handle if he 

continues along the learning curve. The 
Pape and Sheppard homebred, who 
raced three times over jumps as a 3-year-
old, improved his steeplechase mark to 
2-for-7, to go with a flat win in just 11 
lifetime starts. 

Chip Miller collected the first of his 
199 wins more than 16 years ago, so he 
had no problem waiting a few seconds 
to secure his 200th.

The NSA’s leading active jockey gave 
his mount a classically patient Chip 
Miller ride, and Planets Aligned took 
home the $70,000 Mickey Walsh Me-
morial novice stakes. The Aug. 23 af-
fair drew a field of seven, including 
five from an Aug. 2 race won by Rum 
Squall. Sixth that day, Planets Aligned 
turned it around this time for Fox Ridge 
Farm and trainer Tom Voss.

The winner rated behind early lead-
ers Bold Turn and Gigger, and was near 

Saratoga –
 Continued from previous page

Thursday, July 26. Turf: Firm.
1st. $68,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2 1/16 miles. 

NW1X or NW2 or clm. price $30,000.
1. FOOTLIGHTS L 140 Aizpuru 46.20 19.60 8.70
2. DIVINE FORTUNE L 149 Hodsdon  5.20 3.10
3. GRYFFINDOR L 152 C. Miller   2.70

Exacta (7-2) $234.50. Trifecta (7-2-1) $734.00
4. CAT’S REVENGE L 152 Young
5. ORCHID PRINCESS L 143 J. Murphy
6. RIVER BED L 156 Rafter
7. SERMON OF LOVE L 145 Slater
PU. PUKKA (NZ) L 156 McCarron
PU. IRISH ACTOR L 148 Massey
PU. MARK THE SHARK L 152 Dowling
PU. JAZZITUPGEORGE L 148 C. Murphy

Mgn: 3/4. Time: 3:43 2/5. 
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Roger Horgan.

B. m. 7 Pleasant Tap-Magnificent Baby, Northern Baby.
Bred by Al and Joyce Meek (KY).

Thursday, August 2. Turf: Firm. 
1st. $70,000. Novice hurdle stakes. 2 1/16 miles. NW prior to 2007.

The Jonathan Kiser Novice Stakes.
1. RUM SQUALL L 145 Aizpuru 12.00 6.90 4.80
2. BABY LEAGUE L 148 Hodsdon  5.10 4.00
3. PREP SCHOOL L 148 McCarron   7.90

Exacta (1-9) $72.50. Trifecta (1-9-2) $ 608.00
4. DR. BLOOMER L 148 Slater
5. IRISH EMBASSY L 148 C. Miller
6. PLANETS ALIGNED L 148 Massey
7. SWIMMING RIVER L 152 Young
8. ORPINGTON L 144 Dowling
PU. GIGGER L 144 C. Murphy

Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 3:48. 
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.

Dk. B./Br. g. 4 Anees-Weekend Squall, Summer Squall.
Bred by John and Barbara Smicklas (KY).

Thursday, August 9. Turf: Good.
1st. $84,900. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/16 miles. 

A.P. Smithwick Memorial (Gr. II).
1. MIXED UP L 158 Hodsdon 4.90 2.90 2.50
2. PREEMPTIVE STRIKE L 150 Young  3.40 2.90
3. SWEET SHANI (NZ) L 146 Aizpuru   3.60

Exacta (6-4) $15.80. Trifecta (6-4-3) $96.00
4. ORISON L 146 McCarron
5. THE LOOPER L 146 C. Murphy
6. ORSAY L 146 Massey

Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:45 2/5. 
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.

B. g. 8 Carnivalay-Oh Nonsense, Oh Say.
Bred by Bill Pape & Jonathan Sheppard (PA).

Thursday, August 16. Turf: Firm.
1st. $68,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2 3/8 miles.

NW1X or NW2 or clm. price $30,000.
1. DIVINE FORTUNE L 147 Hodsdon 3.30 3.60 2.80
2. SLEW’S PEAK L 148 Slater 3.30 3.60 2.80
3. DYNAWAY L 152 C. Murphy   3.40

Exacta (2-1) $11.20. Trifecta (2-1-7) $111.50

4. PLEASANT PICK L 156 Petty
5. CAT’S REVENGE L 152 Young
6. JAZZITUPGEORGE L 148 Massey
7. ORCHID PRINCESS L 143 J. Murphy
8. MENEEF (AUS) L 152 Rafter
9. FANTORINI L 148 Dowling
PU. SUPER FAME L 148 Aizpuru

Mgn: 8 1/4. Time: 4:19 4/5. 
O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.

Ch. g. 4 Royal Anthem-My Tombola, Northern Fling.
Bred by Bill Pape & Jonathan Sheppard (PA).

Thursday, August 23. Turf: Firm.
1st. $70,000. Novice hurdle stakes. 2 3/8 miles. NW prior to 2007.

The Michael G. Walsh Novice Stakes.
1. PLANETS ALIGNED L 150 C. Miller 17.00 8.40 5.50
2. RUM SQUALL L 147 Aizpuru  3.70 3.00
3. GIGGER L 144 C. Murphy   6.30

Exacta (3-5) $54.00. Trifecta (3-5-7) $457.00
4. BOLD TURN L 148 Petty
5. DR. BLOOMER L 148 Slater
PU. BABY LEAGUE L 148 Hodsdon
PU. MORE FASCINATION L 139 Young

Mgn: 1 1/4. Time: 4:40 3/5. 
O: Fox Ridge Farm. T: Tom Voss.

Ch. g. 6 Gold Fever-Flying Minister, Deputy Minister.
Bred by Fox Ridge Farm (KY).

Wednesday, August 29. Turf: Firm.
1st. $68,000. Allowance hurdle. 2 1/16 miles. 

NW1X or NW $30,000 once.
1. DARK EQUATION L 156 McCarron 4.10 2.80 2.10
2. DYNAWAY L 148 C. Murphy  4.30 2.60
3. LEAD US NOT L 148 Slater   2.30

Exacta (4-2) $15.00. Trifecta (4-2-1) $26.40
4. PLEASANT PICK L 144 Petty
5. SPARKLED L 144 Hodsdon
6. IRISH ACTOR L 156 Young
PU. IRISH EMBASSY L 152 C. Miller

Mgn: 5. Time: 3:54 2/5. 
O: Peggy Steinman. T: Doug Fout.

B. g. 6 Polish Numbers-Night Risk, Wild Again.
Bred by Derry Meeting Farm & London Thoroughbred Services (PA).

Thursday, August 30. Turf: Firm.
8th.160,800. Hurdle stakes. 2 3/8 miles.

The New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. I).
1. FOOTLIGHTS L 133 Aizpuru 18.00 7.80 5.70
2. UNDERBIDDER L 136 Petty  22.80 11.40
3. THE LOOPER L 140 C. Murphy   7.50

Exacta (8-7) $390.50. Trifecta (8-7-9) $ 3,122.00
4. GLIDING (NZ) L 146 McCarron
5. MIXED UP L 162 Hodsdon
6. SWEET SHANI (NZ) L 145 Slater
PU. CLASS VANTAGE  142 Boucher
PU. PREEMPTIVE STRIKE L 152 Young

Mgn: 11 1/2. Time: 4:33. 
O: Arcadia Stable. T: Roger Horgan.

B. m. 7 Pleasant Tap-Magnificent Baby, Northern Baby.
Bred by Al and Joyce Meek (KY).

Saratoga Steeplechase Results
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

See SArAToGA page 18 

Tod Marks
Divine Fortune sails the last Aug. 16.

Tod Marks
Planets Aligned heads to victory Aug. 23.

August 16

August 23
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the back of the compact field with a ciruit 
to go. Still covered up leaving the back-
side, Planets Aligned let Rum Squall go 
after Gigger on the turn and tracked them 
to the last fence. Accelerating from there, 
Planets Aligned went form third to first 
in 100 yards and won by 1 1/4 lengths in 
4:40.78 for the 2 3/8 miles in 4:40.78, with 
Rum Squall second and Gigger third. 

“I didn’t realize we were second-to-last 
with a  turn to go but he was comfort-
able,” said Miller. “I was riding to get the 
trip. The way he ran last time, I was being 
careful. I didn’t want to be too aggressive 
or get there too soon.”

Planets Aligned won for the second 
time in five jump starts (all this year). The 
6-year-old Fox Ridge homebred, who won 
on the flat at Saratoga last summer for 
trainer Pat Kelly, surpassed the $200,000 
mark in lifetime earnings while Miller be-
came the eighth jockey to win 200 North American 
jump races.

A happy band of cheering New Englanders sur-
rounded the winner’s circle Aug. 29, as if Carl Yaz-
tremski had taken up steeplechasing. He hadn’t.

But Dark Equation had just taken Matt McCarron 
to victory, and the jockey’s extended fan club had tak-
en the Mass Pike to Saratoga. In the paddock before 
the race, McCarron – whose family lives in Dorchester 
– took a deep breath and assessed his chances.

“I need some luck,” he dead-panned. 
As it turned out, the other six jumpers in the allow-

ance needed the luck, and a head start to boot.

Dark Equation ($4.10) dragged McCarron around 
the Spa’s inner turf course for much of the 2 1/16-mile 
affair, deluding the others into thinking they were in 
with a chance. 

“It was a steering job today. The farther we went 
the more he was running off on the lead,” McCarron 
said. “I’ve never been on a horse at Saratoga who was 
doing that. I never did so much as slap him on the 
shoulder, and that never happens at Saratoga.”

Finally, as the field hit the final turn, McCarron 
could hold Dark Equation no longer. Taking the cue, 
Dark Equation opened up in an instant, widening as 
the field turned for home.

“There was no point in holding him up anymore; 
I’d fought with him the whole way down the back the 
last time,” McCarron said. “He just took me there and 
at that point, the last thing I wanted to do was to get 
caught napping. So all I did was put my hands down. 

I went from trying to slow him down to 
just putting my hands down.”

The 6-year-old son of Polish Num-
bers did the rest, drawing off to win by 5 
lengths for trainer Doug Fout and owner 
Peggy Steinman. Early pacesetter Dy-
naway clocked in second, with Lead Us 
Not coming third. McCarron, aboard for 
all seven of Dark Equation’s previous rac-
es, liked the manner of victory, which was 
a bit different from past outings.

“He’s never actually jumped a fence in 
front the two times he won before. He’s 
been either just down or right there and 
then blown by them after the fence. To-
day, he just took care of himself, patted 
the ground and a nice little show jump 
(at the last). He was perfect.” McCarron 
said. “Doug brought him up here about 
10 days ago and it’s made a huge differ-
ence. He’s been training well. If he runs 
the way he’s been training he’s going to 
be really tough. I didn’t expect him to be 
that tough.”

Trained on the flat by Christophe 
Clement, Dark Equation hasn’t missed 

the board since joining Fout’s barn in 2006; the Sara-
toga win was his third career jump score and second 
this season.

“We had a hard time with his confidence when we 
first started. He could always run, but he was a little 
unsure about his jumping and staying up in there. So 
he’s gotten stronger; he’s gotten more confidence,” 
Fout said. “We had to do a wind operation on him 
last fall and that was impeding us the whole time. It 
was choking him up. Now he’s pretty honest and you 
can put him anywhere you want. With a little more 
education, he can be a stakes horse. All we’re doing is 
getting better.”

NOTES: In the seven jump races, 40 horses made 
58 starts for an average field size of 8.3, down from 9.3 
last year . . . Total handle on the races was $3,474,529, 
an average of $496,361, down slightly from 2006.

Saratoga –
 Continued from page 17

Tod Marks
Dark Equation (right) pulls away to an easy win Aug. 29.

August 29

Friday, October 26
6th Annual Fall Fete
“Wander In The Woodland”
Cocktails 7:00 pm • Dinner 8:00 pm
Music by Too Much Sylvia
Proceeds of this coat & tie dinner/dance
go to the Hitchcock Foundation.
Tickets $90 each

Saturday, October 27
Aiken Fall Steeplechase
9:30 am:  Gates Open
10:00 am:  Village of Shops Open
11:00 am:  Guarantor Tent Party Starts
1:00 pm:  First Race
1:15 pm:  Carriage Parade
1:30 pm:  Second Race
2:00 pm:  Third Race
2:30 pm:  Fourth Race
3:00 pm:  Fifth Race
3:30 pm:  Sixth Race

For More Information
803-648-9641
email: info@aikensteeplechase.com

Southern Bank & Trust is a Member FDIC and

Featuring the

Holiday Cup

LAWN 
JOCKEYS

Custom-Painted

Hand-Painted with 
your Farm’s Silks
Contact Kevin at 

410-392-5867 
for Pricing or further information
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Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sale

October 29th - November 1st
Tattersalls: Tel: +44 1638 665931   | Fax: +44 1638 660850   | sales@tattersalls.com  | www.tattersalls.com

Air Fare Assistance available subject to purchase

North America: Lincoln Collins
133 N. Winter Street, Midway KY 40347, USA.

Tel: + 1 859 846 4376 | Mob: +1 859 339 3301
email: l.collins@tattersalls.com

HIRAPOUR purchased for 11,000 gns at
Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sales 

Eclipse and Multiple Grade 1 Winner

PUNJABI
Punchestown Champion 4yo Hurdle Gr 1

Punchestown, Ireland 
purchased at the Tattersalls Autumn Horses in

Training Sale, 2006 for 42,000 gns 

INGLIS DREVER
World Hurdle Gr 1 Cheltenham, UK

purchased at the Tattersalls Autumn Horses in
Training Sale, 2003 for 110,000 gns 

SUBLIMITY
Champion Hurdle Challenge Trophy Gr 1

Cheltenham, UK
purchased at the Tattersalls Autumn Horses in

Training Sale, 2004 for 32,000 gns 

Tattersalls Autumn
Horses in Training Sale
The World's Largest Horses in Training Sale (1500+ lots) and
the ultimate source of ready made National Hunt prospects

HIT Steeplechase times 2007  14/9/07  15:38  Page 1
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Overshadowed by the firepower of 
nearly $600,000 in steeplechase purses 
at Saratoga Race Course, the NSA’s Co-
lonial Downs season wrapped up with 
two races July 29.

The finale, part of a scaled-back 
schedule at the Virginia track, featured 
fairly predictable wins by trainers Jona-
than Sheppard and Jack Fisher but there 
was more to both stories.

Former Sheppard exercise rider Kate 
Fitzpatrick became a winning owner 
when her Valley’s Pride scored in a 
$15,000 maiden claiming hurdle. The 
4-year-old carried Danielle Hodsdon to a 
5 3/4-length win over Tenacious Rhythm 
with Scott’s Gold third in 4:03.92 for the 
2 1/4 miles.

Fitzpatrick and boyfriend Bernie Dal-
ton are fixtures in Saratoga as exercise 

riders, and in South Carolina as op-
erators of a breaking/training business. 
Dalton dabbles as a jump jockey (he’s 
the regular rider of filly/mare champion 
Orchid Princess) and teams up with Fitz-
patrick on some racing projects. In 2006, 
they campaigned Adventura, who fin-
ished second to future stakes horse Best 
Attack at Stoneybrook. Adventura later 
started over jumps at Saratoga, and col-
lapsed and died on the backstretch after 
finishing last. 

Hurt at losing a horse, Fitzpatrick 
nevertheless kept her eyes open. She saw 
a sales catalogue with a weanling half-
brother and then saw a year-younger 
full-brother in the listing – Valley’s Pride. 
The son of Valley Crossing started for a 
$4,000 claiming price at Charles Town 
Sept. 17 last year, and Fitzpatrick made 
the claim. 

“We had no idea if he’d be useless but 

we really liked his brother and he’s been 
more than useful,” said Fitzpatrick. “He 
picked up where the other horse left off. 
He’s paid us back already. If he’d have 
been no good we would have just gotten 
him a good home.”

Valley’s Pride went south with Dalton 
and Fitzpatrick over the winter, learned 
to jump and made his debut at Stoney-
brook with a fifth (beaten less than 3 
lengths). He exited that race with an in-
jury and didn’t start again until Colonial, 
when part of Sheppard’s barn.

“He was just about sound when we 
were leaving for Saratoga which was 
how he ended up at Jonathan’s,” said 
Fitzpatrick. “We weren’t going to be able 
to do much with him and we didn’t want 
to lose the whole summer.”

Coming from well off the pace, Val-
ley’s Pride ran down Tenacious Rhythm 
in the stretch and won easily to earn 
$9,000 for his owner (who watched via 
simulcast from the Saratoga Harness 
Track).

Jeff Coady/Coady Photo
Valley’s Pride (right) rushes home to bring owner Kate Fitzpatrick her first win.

cOlONiAl DOWNs/OpeN HOUse RecAp

The Other side 
of summer

Open House, Colonial Downs finale, 
provide segue to full meet at Saratoga
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• Also a little lost in the Saratoga shuffle, jockey 
Robbie Walsh returned to action with a victory aboard 
Duke Of Earl in a $15,000 optional claiming hurdle. 
Entered for the $15,000 tag by owner/trainer Jack Fish-
er, the veteran hurdler kicked away from upstart Great 
Gusto late and won by 2 lengths in Walsh’s first ride 
since breaking his cheekbone, jawbone, shoulder, a rib 
and two vertebrae in a point-to-point fall April 22.

“Duke Of Earl, he was a great little horse to come 
back on, like a pet,” said Walsh. “I’m glad I got to 
get one out of the way, otherwise it would have been 
about six months (between rides). Now, my mind is 
over it.”

After six weeks of inactivity, Walsh began getting 
on quiet horses and went back to work at Fair Hill 
Training Center as an exercise rider as quickly as he 
could. Still, riding a race was different.

“I was a little rusty early, I said go and he said no, 
then I figured he had seen more fences than I had in 
the last three months so I let him make the decisions,” 
the jockey said. “After that it went pretty smooth. I 
tried to look at it as the break in the winter, when 
you come back and ride in the spring, you know, it’s 
almost the same amount of time. I can’t complain, it 
was nice to win my first race back. 

Looking back on it now, Walsh is impressed with the 
comeback.

“I hadn’t felt like that – ever . . . my balance just 
wasn’t there. I was surprised by that, but I had never 
been hurt like that before,” he said. “The most I’ve 
ever missed in my life was four or five days so it was 
different, I never had to come back like that. Seeing 
myself when it happened, yeah, I was surprised I could 
come back as soon as I did. Dr. (Rush) Fisher helped a 
lot, I did a lot of therapy, so everything was freed up 
fairly soon.”

NOTES: The Colonial numbers were strong with 71 
starters in the eight events, an average of nearly nine 
a race. Total handle reached $473,084 for an average 
of $59,135 per race – a solid 16-percent increase over 
2006.

Open House welcomes new winner
Silverton Hill Farm started two horses, Dominican 

and Sedgefield, in the 2007 Kentucky Derby and made 
a successful steeplechase debut with More Fascination 
at the Saratoga Open House.

Trained by Leslie Young and ridden by her husband, 
Paddy, the 4-year-old started out with a quiet trip re-
served in the field of seven before rolling around the 
final turn to win by a half-length over Fantorini with 

Most Bossest third. A roy-
ally bred son of Dynaform-
er, More Fascination was 
training on the flat this 
spring at Keeneland when 
Leslie Young spotted him. 
She had a previous con-
nection with Silverton Hill 
owners Bonnie and Tommy 
Hamilton and trainer Dar-
rin Miller, and when a po-
tential sale to another jump 
trainer didn’t go through 
Young took the horse.

“I’m so happy they gave 
me this opportunity with 
this horse. They could have 
done anything, the horse 
was for sale,” said the 
trainer, who first met Mill-
er while working at Keenel-
and a few years ago. “I al-
ways told (Miller) about 
steeplechasers and he kept it in mind. They decided to 
send him to us.”

The Youngs rent Henrietta Alexander’s barn in 
Pennsylvania, and schooled More Fascination at Jona-
than Sheppard’s farm. The bay seems to be taking to 
his new surroundings.

“He never said no – he was careful and quite forward 
about doing it,” said Young. “Today was for the educa-
tion and if he was there go for it. He went for it.”

More Fascination made a subsequent allowance 
start at the meet and injured a tendon when another 
horse jumped into him. Young expected the horse to 
miss the fall season, but he should return in 2008.

• Bill Pape’s Baby League took the Open House 
opener, running down Gigger with a move from far 
back in the field to break his maiden by 1 3/4 lengths, 
covering the 2 1/16 miles in 3:50. Gigger held on for 
second, with Classy Brute up for third. Baby League 
(Hodsdon) had been knocking on the door, finishing 
second at Atlanta and third at High Hope this spring 
after a solid flat career that included three wins and a 
102 Beyer Speed Figure earned at Delaware Park last 
fall.

“I thought he’d be better at the flat track than the 
hunt meets,” said Hodsdon. “He has run on the track 
a lot, he’s very professional and I thought he’d like the 
flat ground. He doesn’t have the strongest hind end, 
but he just got in his rhythm and settled. It was a nice 
ride.”

Baby League appeared again in a pair of allowance 
races at Saratoga’s main meeting, finishing second to 
Rum Squall Aug. 2 then pulling up lame in a race won 
by Planets Aligned Aug. 23.

Saratoga Open House Results
Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Sunday, July 22. Turf: Firm.

1st. $25,000. Sport of Kings maiden hurdle. 2 1/16 miles.
1. BABY LEAGUE L 154 Hodsdon
2. GIGGER L 154 C. Miller
3. CLASSY BRUTE L 137 W. Haynes
4. SWAGGER STICK L 154 Aizpuru
5. HONOLUA STORM L 154 Dowling
6. CHANGE COURSE L 154 Young
PU. NOTABLE CONTENDER (IRE) L 154 Rafter
Mgn: 1 3/4. Time: 3:50. O: Bill Pape. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 5 Diamond-My Papoose, Northern Baby.
Bred by Bill Pape & Jonathan Sheppard (PA).

2nd. $25,000. Sport of Kings maiden hurdle. 2 1/16 miles.
1. MORE FASCINATION L 147 Young
2. FANTORINI L 154 Aizpuru
3. MOST BOSSEST L 147 Petty
4. MASTER WILLIAM L 154 C. Murphy
5. HE’S A CONNIVER L 154 Slater
6. DUBAI SUNDAY (JPN) L 144 W. Haynes
PU. CHATTANOOGA RED L 154 C. Miller
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:58. O: Silverton Hill. T: Leslie Young.
B. g. 4 Dynaformer-Desiray, Deputy Minister.
Bred by Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Moss (KY).

3rd. Training flat (Saratoga-eligible horses). 1 1/2 miles.
1. RUM SQUALL L 150 Aizpuru
2. CHESS BOARD (GB) L 150 Dowling
3. THE LOOPER L 150 C. Murphy
4. ORSAY L 150 Massey
5. PREP SCHOOL L 150 Hodsdon
6. MENEEF (AUS) L 150 Rafter
7. ORISON L 150 McCarron
8. BEST ATTACK L 150 C. Miller
Mgn: Neck. Time: 2:45:3/5. O: Arcadia Stable. T: Jack Fisher.
Dk. B./Br. g. 4 Anees-Weekend Squall, Summer Squall.
Bred by John and Barbara Smicklas (KY).

Colonial Downs Results
New Kent, Va. Sunday, July 29. Turf: Firm.

1st. $15,000. Maiden claiming hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. VALLEY’S PRIDE L 142 Hodsdon 4.80 2.60 2.80
2. TENACIOUS RHYTHM L 146 Young  7.20 4.20
3. SCOTT’S GOLD L 151 R. Haynes   5.60

Exacta (6-7) $38.20. Trifecta (6-7-4) $135.40
4. WESTCLIFFE L 136 W. Haynes
5. MESHWAAR L 135 McVicar
6. CUSE  141 Doran
7. YELLOW TAVERN L 137 Rafter
Mgn: 5 3/4. Time: 4:03 4/5.
Kate Fitzpatrick. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 4 Valley Crossing-Campibrogan, Brogan.
Bred by Derry Meeting Farm (PA).

3rd. $15,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
NW $9,100 once or clm. price $15,000.

1. DUKE OF EARL (IRE) L 147 Walsh 16.40 6.40 3.80
2. GREAT GUSTO L 147 Petty  4.40 2.60
3. DYNAWAY L 152 C. Murphy   2.60

Exacta (1-5) $75.00. Trifecta (1-5-2) $195.00
4. DUBAI SUNDAY (JPN) L 138 W. Haynes
5. SWOOP AND SOAR L 147 Young
6. SUMMERSVILLE L 146 R. Haynes
LR. PLEASANT PICK L 156 Ryan
Mgn: 2. Time: 4:03 2/5. O: Kingfisher Farm. T: Jack Fisher.
Ch. g. 8 Ali-Royal (IRE)-Faye (GB), Monsanto.
Bred by Noel Finegan (IRE).

Dave Harmon
More Fascination (left) challenges Fantorini at the last fence at the Open House.

Colonial/Open House –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Duke Of Earl and Robbie Walsh fly a fence on their way to victory at Colonial Downs.
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Many a great achievement began with the phrase 
“Make the most if it,” and you could almost hear 
Jonathan Sheppard whispering that in the ear of his 
horse John Law before the $75,000 Flatterer Stakes 
July 28.

Restricted to Pennsylvania-breds, the race lured an 
overwhelming favorite in the 2006 winner, Sheppard-
trained Mixed Up. The result looked as sure a thing as 
Michigan in its opener against Appalachian State, but 
a funny thing happened on the way to the end zone 
– er, finish line. Mixed Up botched the fourth fence 
and lost jockey Danielle Hodsdon, leaving the race up 
for grabs among 2005 race winner Party Airs, allow-
ance winner Dark Equation and the evenly matched 
quartet of John Law, Sparkled, Desert Vigil and Stall 
Swapper. 

“I didn’t expect to see Mixed Up fall but I could 
foresee him getting beat giving that much weight 
away,” said Sheppard. “Dark Equation was coming 
off a nice win, Party Airs is very in-and-out but he 
had won that race by 30 lengths once before and he 
blew the field away at Far Hills last fall off the layoff – 
and I knew my horses were coming into the race very 
well.”

Owned by Melinda and Jack Bass, John Law en-
tered the Flatterer off a sparkling 5-furlong dirt work 
at Delaware Park and ran to it. The son of Deputed 
Testamony took the lead at the top of the stretch and 
outran Dark Equation late to score by 4 1/4 lengths in 
3:42.32 for the 2 1/16 miles. Another Sheppard run-
ner, Sparkled, finished third. Xavier Aizpuru rode the 
winner, part of a magical summer for the jockey.

The victory was by far John Law’s most significant. 
He came into the race 1-for-7 over jumps and was 

weighted at 142 pounds to 164 for Mixed Up. The 
victory came last fall in a 2 1/2-mile maiden race at 
Great Meadow. Sheppard took a shot, while keeping 
that workout in his mind.

“I took him to Delaware Park because the ground 
was so hard at home,” said Sheppard. “He’s not a par-
ticularly good dirt horse because he’s a big, lumbering 
type, but he worked in 1:01 and 3 or something like 
that and normally I would expect him to go in 1:03 or 
1:04. He did it very impressively, finished strongly and 
just acted like an old pro. I figured he had a race under 
his belt (a third in allowance company at Radnor in 
May), he was training well, he got in with – for a horse 

of his size – a feather. Why not run?”
Bred by Sheppard, John Law came to wear the Bass-

es’ blue-and-red silks via several fits and starts. First, 
Sheppard sold them a 50-percent share of In Pursuit 
Of Love to run at their hometown meet in Nashville 
last year. That plan crashed when the horse went to 
the sidelines. Next, they bought half of John Law and 
shortly after closing the deal he came up lame.

“About two or three days after we made the ar-
rangement he came back dead lame from a work,” 
said Sheppard. “I hadn’t deposited their check yet so I 
called and told them they didn’t have a horse.”

Owned solely by his breeder/trainer, John Law 
went on the shelf for a few months while his ankle 
problem (an infection, not a suspensory as first feared) 
healed. And the Basses bought back in when the horse 
returned to work. Eventually, In Pursuit Of Love and 
John Law won races – proving the plans were sound 
even if the horses weren’t at first.

“They saved themselves about two or three months 
of board bills (on John Law),” Sheppard said with a 
laugh.

John Law won’t make Sheppard forget the race’s 
namesake (Flatterer won four Eclipse Awards and 
made the Hall of Fame) any time soon, but the horse 
is now a homebred stakes winner for Sheppard.

“He always acted like a nice, big staying type who 
would do better as he got older,” said Sheppard. “He 
never looked like a stakes horse but it happened. I was 
surprised but I wasn’t in shock.”

flATTeReR sTAkes RecAp

John law 
rules in
philly raid

Bill Denver/Equi-Photo
John Law (Xavier Aizpuru) makes off with the $75,000 Flatterer for Pennsylvania-breds at Philadelphia Park.

Blunder by Mixed Up
opens door for upset
by Sheppard homebred

by JoE ClANCy

Philadelphia Park
Bensalem, Pa. Saturday, July 28. Turf: Firm.

4th. $75,000. Pennsylvania-bred hurdle handicap. 2 1/16 miles.
The Flatterer Handicap.

1. JOHN LAW L 142 Aizpuru 11.40 5.40 4.00
2. DARK EQUATION L 150 McCarron  4.40 3.00
3. SPARKLED L 142 Slater   5.20

Exacta (4-2) $56.00. Trifecta (4-2-5) $478.80
4. PARTY AIRS L 156 C. Murphy
5. DESERT VIGIL L 135 Petty
LR. MIXED UP L 164 Hodsdon
PU. STALL SWAPPER  142 Rafter
Mgn: 4 1/4. Time: 3:42 1/5.
O: Melinda and Jack Bass. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 6 Deputed Testamony-Eager Jean, Jean-Pierre.
Bred by Jonathan Sheppard (PA).

NATurAl PrE rACE
Cures and Prevents Colic
ULCER PROBLEMS?
PICKY EATERS?
Proven Herbal Supplement
100% CURE GUARANTEE

 WILL NOT TEST

BLEEDING
PROBLEMS?

DON’T GIVE UP!
Proven Herbal Supplement

Stops Bleeding Immediately
THE ORIGINAL
CHINESE HERB

  WILL NOT TEST

Call ABBEY ROAD at (248) 521-2221 or fax at (248) 324-3605  www.abbeyroadpresents.com

TiEd uP?
World famous UNTIE. 28 years proven results. All natural ingredients. Con-
tains no drugs. WILL NOT TEST! Prevents tie-up in horses, increases oxy-
gen levels in the blood, effectively treats contacted tendons, epiphysitis and 

other infl ammatory or arthritic conditions. Odds are... That the horse on UNTIE will cover more 
ground per stride with less work than others, thus improving your odds for winning!

Increases red cell count for greater oxygen supply • Carries away lactic acid and carbon dioxide
• Stops tying-up by lowering high SGOT • Stores energy for release during high performance 
exercise • Decreases muscle soreness • Increases appetite WILL NOT TEST TuNE-uP™

 NEW  
100%

GUARANTEED
ALL NATURAL

Chinese
Pain Killer

Powder on feed - works instantly
Limited supply...

Stock up now for the season
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Thanks to the 

ST Publishing team 

for a great job 

helping to create

 this book.

For information on purchasing 
“A Little Of This & A Little Of That 

- A History Of The Cheshire Hunt & Foxhunting Memories”
by Lucy Glitters

Call 610-384-7880
or Email chcfox@comcast.net

Purchase price - $20.00 • Proceeds bene t the Cheshire Hunt Conservancy
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Twelfth Night Farm ....... Nicholas  Schweizer
Footlights ............................................$142,280
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Seeyouattheevent ..................................$31,000
Mark The Shark .......................................$9,250
Fiscal Storm ...................................................$0
............................................ $371,085
MVP Stable .........................Ernie Moulos
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $333,759
Holly ................................Winfield Sapp
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Northern Gale ..........................................$7,600
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $322,192
Daring Daughter Stable .......... Pam Hodsdon
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Prep School ..........................................$16,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $288,832
3D Stable ............................. Dallas Butts
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Ten Cents A Shine ..........................................$0
............................................ $277,159

Singapore Lions ................. Bill Hutchinson
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $276,759
Little Farm ...................Robert Wasserman
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
Guelph ...........................................................$0
Three Carat ....................................................$0
............................................ $270,259
Try Again ...............................Jim McVey
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Sharp Face ............................................$23,100
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $267,447
Brookwood  ......................... Anne  Clancy
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ed’s Empire .............................................$8,600
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $263,759
All4Fun&Fun4All .................... Lulu Verney
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Orchid Princess .....................................$37,720
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Class Vantage........................................$15,000
Big Is Best .............................................$14,200
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $257,017

6
Big Summer Nights for Schweizer

Seems all Footlights needed was a big stage – and all Nicholas Schweizer needed was 
Footlights. As the curtain opened on Saratoga, Footlights had contributed just $5,000 
to the cause. Still, Schweizer – a former amateur jump rider and Jack Fisher farmhand 
– sat fourth overall, some $40,000 off leader Ernie Moulos’ MVP stable, thanks to an all-
Fisher ensemble that included Good Night Shirt and Paradise’s Boss. But Footlights put 
on a star turn at the Spa, grossing $136,480 courtesy of her allowance score and Turf 
Writers’ triumph, and put Schweizer’s Twelfth Night Farm in front by nearly $40,000.

That’s not to say Footlights was the only big breadwinner. Mixed Up owners might 
have thought the Flatterer (and its $45,000 winner’s check) was in the bank, but even 
without it, the gelding still brought in $57,372 from his summer job. That haul gave rise 
to a distinct trend atop the leaderboard. While six of the pre-Spa Top 10 had Mixed Up 
in their stables, Schweizer’s barn is now the only one without the NSA’s leading earner. 
Still, Twelfth Night seems set for a long run in first.

Moulos weathered Footlights’ first Spa score to retain the top spot at the end of July 
and earn another $50 prize, while Schweizer took the honors (and the gift certificate) 
for leading after August. The top 50 stables are here. See www.st-publishing.com for 
complete standings.

– Jamie Santo

pick 6 fANTAsY sTABle gAMe

‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E

Mr. McGuggles Inc. .......... Suzanna Lampton
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Haggard ..................................................$2,500
Guelph ...........................................................$0
............................................ $250,592
Dadofthree Stable ....................Joe Clancy
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Planets Aligned .....................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Coal Dust ................................................$9,000
............................................ $248,145
Lulie Bear Inc................... Mason Lampton
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Noblest ..................................................$26,750
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Gigger ...................................................$11,500
Irish Laddie .............................................$3,150
............................................ $247,987
Wass’ House .................. Paul  Wasserman
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Askim .............................................................$0
Mattssutterrun ...............................................$0
............................................ $243,159
Pony up Stable ...................Ashley Monroe
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Class Deputy .........................................$10,950
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $242,607
Guitarro Stables .................Mike Haldeman
Footlights ............................................$142,280
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Fappa Fire .............................................$18,000
Fantorini ................................................$10,150
Heros Among Us .....................................$8,700
............................................ $238,086
Boots & Bows ................... Delaney Shields
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Preemptive Strike ..................................$24,282
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Rosbrian ........................................................$0
............................................ $236,869
Flying High Farm................. Kathryn Rasch
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Orchid Princess .....................................$37,720
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Erin Go Bragh ..........................................$4,700
Alumni Hall ....................................................$0
............................................ $229,741
Jabberwocky Stables ........Sarah Greenhalgh
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $228,357
Ms Demeanor .................. Linda Cowasjee
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $227,618
Flight of Fancy Stable ................Tod  Marks
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Lair .................................................................$0
............................................ $220,607
Steeplestakes.com ..................Van Cushny
Orison ...................................................$65,745
The Bruce ..............................................$46,750
The Looper ............................................$32,976
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
............................................ $218,971

Lacrosse Rules ...................... Jack Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Ten Cents A Shine ..........................................$0
............................................ $211,443
Who D’ya Like Ranch .......William Skidmore
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
............................................ $209,282
PonyGirl Stables .............Elizabeth Watrous
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Class Deputy .........................................$10,950
Bug River ..............................................$10,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Guelph ...........................................................$0
............................................ $208,797
Can’t Claim Prize Stable .......... Sean  Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Rare Bush .............................................$27,000
Jellyberry ................................................$5,100
Straight Gin ....................................................$0
When The Saints ............................................$0
............................................ $208,643
Northbrook Stable .................Peggy  Falini
Footlights ............................................$142,280
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Flyrock ...........................................................$0
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $203,754
Bossy Boots .................... Faith Hutchinson
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Askim .............................................................$0
............................................ $193,557
Gush Katif Farm .............. Howard Newstadt
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
The Bruce ..............................................$46,750
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $192,902
Let The Band Play On ........ Caylin Haldeman
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Planets Aligned .....................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Preemptive Strike ..................................$24,282
Mark The Shark .......................................$9,250
Askim .............................................................$0
............................................ $191,944
Hunter’s Rest .......................Betsy  Parker
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Praise The Prince ....................................$9,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Fershaw ..................................................$7,200
............................................ $190,857
Lucy’s Lunging Leapers ...........Lucy Seginak
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Feeling So Pretty ...................................$15,365
Angel Del Viento ....................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
Quem Se Atreve .............................................$0
............................................ $190,712
Genesee Valley Racers ...........Gail McGuire
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Wee Highland Star .........................................$0
............................................ $190,118
mediocrities Stable ...........Charlotte  Brooks
Mixed Up .............................................$152,847
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Mon Villez ...............................................$4,500
Alumni Hall ....................................................$0
Askim .............................................................$0
............................................ $189,747

Decisions, Decisions . . .
On Love Connection, when a someone had a lousy date, Chuck Woolery would dredge 

up the two passed-over suitors and offer the unhappy contestant another bite at the 
apple and show-sponsored night on the town. Often, the unhappy guests couldn’t fig-
ure out why they didn’t choose one of the them the first time. We’re not offering Pick 6 
contestants a second chance (or dinner), but perhaps you’ve been wondering how 
things might have turned out if you’d gone a different way.

With that in mind, we’ve assembled a stable of six wallflowers that went unselected 
by everybody the first time round. Sticking to the rules, there’s a maiden, a timber spe-
cialist and a distaffer, along with three open runners. So how would this fantasy fantasy 
stable look in the morning? Not too bad – it’d be in second place overall.

– Jamie Santo

Wallflower Farm
 Rum Squall .........................................$81,600
 Divine Fortune .................................... $72,540
 Dark Equation .....................................$68,800
 John Law ............................................$47,500
 Salmo .................................................$63,600
 Class Vigor ...........................................$3,600
  .......................................... $337,640
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Second Time Around .........Jo Ann  Sampson
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
Feeling So Pretty ...................................$15,365
Mon Villez ...............................................$4,500
Dynamont ......................................................$0
............................................ $187,508
The Dukester ....................... Charles Reid
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Gliding ..................................................$62,415
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Prep School ..........................................$16,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $183,660
Living On A Prayer ................. Lisa McLane
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................ $174,919
SeaBass Stable .................... Leslie Young
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Imagina .................................................$31,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Flyrock ...........................................................$0
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $174,657
WILCO ..................................Tina Smith
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $174,057
Thunder Road Farm ............ Diana Rowland
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orchid Princess .....................................$37,720
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $171,882

Big Fat Tabby Cat .................. L.K. Thomas
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orchid Princess .....................................$37,720
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Ninety Day Note ......................................$2,300
............................................ $166,432
Fancy Footwork Stable .............Jared Marks
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Meadow ..................................................$4,500
Evidential ................................................$2,000
............................................ $166,412

Lotta Errata ..........................Jamie Santo
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Rare Bush .............................................$27,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Won Wild Bird .........................................$4,500
............................................ $162,612
On The Payroll Stables ....... Kathleen Strakes
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$26,740
Socca Beat ..............................................$9,000
Mauritania ......................................................$0
............................................ $160,826

Alms For The Poor ................ Peter Hitchen
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Rare Bush .............................................$27,000
Bubble Economy ...................................$26,400
Preemptive Strike ..................................$24,282
Class Deputy .........................................$10,950
Evidential ................................................$2,000
............................................ $160,544
Full Tilt Stable ..................... Will Rowland
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
The Bruce ..............................................$46,750
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Silent Vow ...............................................$5,300
Meadow ..................................................$4,500
............................................ $158,862
Beulah Hill ........................... Doris Green
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Countess Avie .........................................$1,800
............................................ $158,668
Overcoming All Hurdles Stable ...Debbie Pederson
Footlights ............................................$142,280
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Erin Go Bragh ..........................................$4,700
Tenacious Rhythm ..................................$4,050
Bonfo .............................................................$0
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................ $158,530
Cheltenham Invasion ...... Richard Hutchinson
Orison ...................................................$65,745
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Askim .............................................................$0
............................................ $157,245
Irish Imports ........................... Ann Morss 
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Askim .............................................................$0
............................................ $155,868

Tod Marks
FEMME FATALE: Footlights knows how to please an audience – and Pick 6 owners.

The “ERA” Equine Rescue Ambulance Legacy Chase Gala Fundraiser
Shawan Downs • September 28, 2007 • 7pm

$150 per person
410-771-4800 or equinerescueambulance@yahoo.com

Photo by Kevin Gerold
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Obituary

Daniel Brewster, 83
Daniel Baugh Brewster – war hero, U.S. Senator, timber jockey, Thorough-

bred owner and breeder – died Aug. 19 of liver cancer. He was 83.
A direct descendant of Benjamin Franklin, Brewster came from a family deep-

ly involved in the Maryland horse community. His grandfather, father and a 
brother Walter were all Masters of the Green Spring Valley Hounds; his brother 
Andre, part of Arcadia Stable, owns this year’s New York Turf Writers winner 
Footlights.

After returning from service in World War II – where he was injured seven 
times in three incidents and was awarded a Purple Heart, two Gold Stars and 
two Bronze Stars – Brewster began training and riding his own timber horses, as 
well as riding for other owners.

He rode in the Maryland Hunt Cup five times (1948-52), finishing fourth in 
1949 on Clifton’s Dan and fourth in 1952 on Bachelor’s Double. Two of his chil-
dren (Gerry L. Brewster and Danielle Brewster Oster) continued the tradition by 
also riding in the Maryland Hunt Cup. Danielle Brewster Oster is the executive 
director of the Shawan Downs steeplechase race meet.

In 1948, Brewster rode two winners at the Manor Races, taking the John 
Rush Streett Memorial on Prolepsis and the My Lady’s Manor on Curwick Tim. 
Thirty years later (at 55) he returned to the My Lady’s Manor, finishing third 
aboard Jay’s Trouble.

Over the past 30 years he owned flat and steeplechase horses, including the 
homebred Rolling Cart, winner of the 1993 Maryland Million Steeplechase. He 
hardly ever missed a sale at Timonium and was active in Thoroughbred breeding 
until 10 years ago.

He had a long career of public service, including eight years in the Maryland 
legislature, as well as two terms in the U.S. House and one in the senate.

He served on the Grand National Race Committee and the Maryland Hunt 
Cup Committee, and was longtime director and president of the Maryland State 
Fair and a supporter of racing at Timonium

He is survived by his wife, Judy Lynn, brothers Andre and Walter, sister Frances 
Cochran Smith, two sons from his first marriage, Daniel B. Jr. and Gerry, three 
children from his third marriage, Dana, Danielle Brewster Oster and Jennilie, as 
well as two stepchildren and six grandchildren.

– Jamie Santo

Passport Farm
Premier Pennsylvania Equine Facility

Situated on 84 acres of Berks County’s finest farmland, this spectacular working horse
farm offers a full array of facilities & amenities for boarding (50 stalls): hunter/jumper
training (220 x 155 indoor with stirrup guard, observation decks, and rubber footing,

250 x 160 lighted outdoor with show building and stands): dressage (Olympic dressage
ring): fourteen pastures: dry lots: three barns and beautiful trails. Also included are a ten

room restored stone farmhouse (c.1758), manager’s apartment, groom’s apartment, 
five offices, conference rooms, garages, paved access roads and parking area, in the center
of one of America’s most beautiful National Register Districts, one hour from Devon &

Harrisburg. Located within 2 miles of the largest horse transport company in US.
Price $2,690,000. Seller financing considered. 

Seller’s residence is also for sale only twenty minutes away.

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Please Call Jon Kraynak
Associate Broker
Direct 610-408-2120
Cell 610-563-3247
Office 610-647-2600
kraynakjon@aol.com
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Surefire Farm, 20490 St. Louis Rd., Purcellville, VA
(540) 338-0797  ◆  surefireeventing.com

JAN BYYNY

Lessons / Training / Sales
Beginner Novice through Intermediate Cross-Country Courses

USEA Level IV Certified Instruction
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Corinne Ashton calls herself old and 
uses the term “one-horse wonder”; a 
dobbin is usually a “quiet, plodding 
workhorse.” Since Ashton and Dobbin 
triumphed at the Wellpride American 
Eventing Championships last week, it’s 
clear there’s some understatment afoot.

Ashton and her horse Dobbin pow-
ered away with the advanced division 
victory Sept. 13-16 at the Lamplight 
Equestrian Center in Wayne, Ill. Dob-
bin began the competition in seventh 
after dressage on a solid 32.5 score. 
The 13-year-old Thoroughbred moved 
to fourth with a spotless cross-country 
round and took out one rail in show 
jumping to take the crown over Wind-
fall (Darren Chiacchia), with Arthur 
(Allison Springer) third. Nineteen hors-
es competed in the division, highlight of 
the fourth annual event. More than 500 
horses were entered in the competition’s 
seven divisions, with 42 states and five 
countries represented.

Based in Massachusetts, Ashton and 
Dobbin made the 18-hour drive worth 

it with a signature performance that ex-
tended a season that includes victories 
at Southern Pines and Millbrook, plus a 
second at the Stuart Horse Trials. 

Ashton credited her horse for the run 
of success in 2007, but also pointed to a 
new strategy.

“I changed my riding – I leave him 
alone more now than I did,” she said. 
“And I can almost hear him say, ‘Hal-
lelujah, she’s worked it out finally that 
I’m the one who has to jump the fences.’ 
I decided to let him pick where he’s go-
ing to take off.”

Ashton purchased Dobbin as an un-
tried, unraced 3-year-old project – she 
was supposed to sell him – and fell for 
him. He won his first event at 4 and 
rolled up the levels. Advanced has been 
his home for several years now and he’s 
plenty capable, even if his owner is also 
his rider and winter training usually 
consists of shoving snow away from the 
barn door. Ashton could have sold, but 
realizes what she has.

“He’s one of my resale projects, but 
Shannon Brinkman

Dobbin (Corinne Ashton) flies a fence during a clean cross-country round.

WellpRiDe AMeRicAN eveNTiNg cHAMpiONsHps

Teaming Up
Dobbin comes through for Ashton
in advanced division at Lamplight

by JoE ClANCy

See ASHTon page 29 
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Around Team O’Connor, Walk On 
The Moon lives the life of a third car in 
a two-person family. 

Friend in town for the weekend? He’s 
yours. Student needs to learn? Here are 
the keys.

But Walk On The Moon is no junker; 
he’s a Cadillac who comes out of the ga-
rage tuned and shined. 

The Caddy belongs to David 
O’Connor but at the American Event-
ing Championships, the gray veteran 
was all Lauren Kieffer’s. The 20-year-
old rider has worked at Karen and Da-
vid O’Connor’s Virginia farm for just 
over two years, she competed Walk On 
The Moon twice this spring, qualifying 
for the championships. 

The duo finished with a 29.2 score 
in the dressage, good enough for eighth. 
Adding nothing to that score, they leapt 
to first to claim the Preliminary Horse 
Championship over Mike Winter on 
Jim Walker’s Unsteelable, who rose 
from 11th after their dressage. Justine 
Dutton aboard Samson VIII led going 
into the show jumping but pulled one 
rail to drop to third. 

Kieffer knew her dressage score could 
be good enough to pull off the victory.

“The leader (Darren Chiacchia on 
Hanno) had 26 so it was pretty tight 
after the dressage, I was pretty happy 
because I was with all the profession-
als,” Kieffer said. “I wasn’t disap-
pointed but I knew if we were going to 
move up we couldn’t leave anything on 
the table cross country and show jump-
ing. I think only 16 out of the 94 prelim 
horses even made the time on the cross 
country so you had to get out there and 
scrub, but he was great, went out there 
and did it for me and then jumped great 
on Sunday.”

This spring, Kieffer was without a 
horse after injuries to her main charg-
es. That’s when she got the call to ride 
Walk On The Moon. 

They finished second at The Fork in 

April and MCTA in May. 
“I ride him a lot when David’s not 

around, David and Karen have been 
very generous, they let me ride him in 
the two events just so I could get out 
and keep riding while my horses were 
recovering,” Kieffer said. “He’s a re-
ally cool horse, he was really classy all 
weekend and it’s fun to go out there on 
a horse like that and do well. He hadn’t 
competed since May and he’s only done 
two events this year so he could have 
been rusty but he was pretty classy to 
go like that.”

From southern Illinois, Kieffer wasn’t 
born into horses but showed enough 
interest to get a pony at 7, beginning 
the odyssey. She has places such as the 
Indiana Eventing Association and the 
Wayne, Ill. Horse Trials on her resume. 

“I wasn’t born into it but for some 
reason I got hooked on horses. There 
weren’t a whole lot of trainers or events 
there, but I fluctuated between jumping 
stuff in the yard and barrel racing, then 
I hooked on eventing and rode through 
prelim on my own and with a few train-
ers out there. There aren’t many people 
doing it and the nearest event, really, is 
the Kentucky Horse Park. Luckily, they 
put on several events a year, but it’s 3 
1/2 hours to get anywhere.”

When Kieffer earned her diploma 
from high school, her East Coast ticket 
came with it. Her gap year has turned 
into two.

“My parents were very supportive, 
they were amazing about it,” Kieffer 
said. “It was kind of like I’ll take a year 
off from school and try this. One year 
turned into two years but they’ve been 
great the whole time. They drive to ev-
ery show, they love it.”

With horses like Snooze Alarm, who 
just move up to the Advanced division 
with a 12th at Richland Park and will 
go to Whit’s End and perhaps Fair Hill, 
Kieffer’s parents better keep the car 
idling.

Buck Davidson
Thanks All His Owners And Supporters!

Ann & Troy Glaus • Jan Smith • Carl & Cassandra Segal • Luke & Sarah Allen • Alec Campbell • Kristen Villeneuve
Jim Fitzgerald • Nancy Bissinger • Carol Davidson • Linda Bammann • Dennis Claremont • Diane Pardee

And His Sponsors!

Available For Clinics, Training and Lessons
Winters in Ocala • Summers in New Jersey

And Wishes Them The Best of Luck in 2007! 352-427-6820

Like The Times? 

Support our advertisers. or become one.

Call 410-392-5867 or log on at www.st-publishing.com

classic Ride
Old pro Walk On The Moon
flies Kieffer to preliminary crown

WellpRiDe AMeRicAN eveNTiNg cHAMpiONsHps

Shannon Brinkman
Lauren Kieffer guides Walk On The Moon over a fence during their preliminary victory 
at the American Eventing Championships.

by SEAN ClANCy
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Nate Chambers and his longtime 
partner Rolling Stone II took the in-
termediate title at the 2007 Wellpride 
American Eventing Championships 
Sept. 13-16 at the Lamplight Eques-
trian Center in Wayne, Ill. 

Fresh off their individual silver 
medal at the North American Young 
Riders Championships, Chambers and 
his 11-year-old Hessian gelding led the 
AEC victory gallop for the second time 
together, having won the preliminary 
championship at the inaugural event in 
2004.

The only pair in the division to 
finish on their dressage score (33.4), 
Chambers expressed that after a great 
warm up, he felt confident that he and 
“Rolly” would put in a solid test. So 
long as he kept cool, that is.

“It was funny because when John 
Williams was exiting the ring, he 
looked at me and said, ‘Calm down 
and don’t try so hard, Nate,’ ” Cham-
bers recalled afterward, able to laugh 
that the pair’s first medium trot ended 
up a canter. “I went in and did exactly 
that – tried too hard to make the test 
spectacular and it ended up backfiring 
on me,” he continued. “So, I took a 
deep breath and Rolly went right back 
to work. I couldn’t have been happier 
with the rest of the test.”

Cross country proved to be quick 
work, as they jumped around clear and 
under the optimum time, the only com-
bination to finish double clean.

“The time was hard to make because 
there wasn’t a ton of open galloping ter-
rain,” said Chambers. “It suited Rolly 
because he is so rateable. He has a huge 

step and can be off and galloping one 
moment, but then I can repackage him 
in only a few strides, which made the 
difference in not only making time, but 
in addressing many of the questions on 
course.”

Chambers felt his prior experiences 
at the CCI two-star level helped pre-
pare him and his horse for the Cham-
pionships.

“This course was pretty big and 
some of the combinations were tough,” 
he said. “Having competed two-stars 
definitely set us up well for tackling a 
championship-level horse trial.”

Tied for first place with Williams 
and Sweepea Dean going into show 
jumping, Chambers knew he’d have to 
maintain his composure in the ring.

“My horse simply jumped his heart 
out,” said Chambers after putting in a 
double-clear round to win the Cham-
pionship over Williams, who had 8.4 
time faults in cross country and two 
rails down for a final score of 41.4. 
“The course flowed really nicely and 
the questions allowed riders and horses 
to show off their abilities, varying be-
tween long and short distances.”

Chambers eagerly provided his take 
on Lamplight’s setup for show jump-
ing.

“The arena was huge and the foot-
ing was great,” he said. “We don’t of-
ten get the chance to jump in such a 
nice ring.” 

After arriving home, Rolly will have 
some well-deserved time off before he 
and Chambers begin preparing for the 
spring season in Aiken, S.C., where 
they will continue training with Mara 
Dean and Philip Dutton.

start Him Up
Chambers gathers intermediate win

WellpRiDe AMeRicAN eveNTiNg cHAMpiONsHps

Shannon Brinkman
Intermediate competitors Nate Chambers (left) and John Williams take a lap after get-
ting their ribbons at the American Eventing Championships.

Advaned
Corinne Ashton ........Dobbin .................. 36.5
Darren Chiacchia ......Windfall II ............. 38.0
Allison Springer .......Arthur ................... 40.7
Donna Smith ............Rocket .................. 40.8
Mike Winter ..............Wonderful Will ...... 42.5

Intermediate
Nate Chambers  .......Rolling Stone II ..... 33.4
John Williams  .........Sweepea Dean ...... 41.4
Erika Treis Petersen.. Under The Influence ...47.6

Preliminary Amateur
Tiffany Lunney  ........My Tuition ............. 37.9
Shanon Baker  ..........Black Sox Shiraz ... 39.5
Shanon Baker  ..........Johnny Be Good ... 39.9

Preliminary Horse
Lauren Kieffer  .........Walk On The Moon .29.2
Mike Winter  .............Unsteelable ........... 30.4
Justine Dutton  .........Samson VIII .......... 30.7

Preliminary Jr/YR
Jennie Brannigan  ....Cooper  ................. 29.6
Olivia Upham  ........... In Any Event  ........ 33.3
Missy Miller  ............Leprechauns Rowdy Boy . 39.6

Training Amateur
Ashley DeBoer  .........Safari .................... 30.5
Courtney Ainsworth ..Skyz The Limit ...... 33.2
Mary Jordan  ............Paxton Abbey ........ 33.2

Training Horse
Leslie Law ................All The Buzz .......... 23.7
Mike Huber ..............Harrison ................ 26.3
Cristin Stoop ............Rapport ................. 26.8

Training Jr/YR
Jennie Brannigan .....Plain Jane ............. 27.9
Nina Ligon ................Chai Thai ............... 29.8
J. Taylor Humphrey ..Simplicity IV ......... 30.0

Novice Amateur
Christina Lawton ......R’ Romeo .............. 29.0
Rondi Bystrom .........Blue ...................... 30.0
Jim Koktavy .............For Play ................ 30.5

Novice Horse
Emily Beshear ..........Phinneus ............... 22.6
Jessica Montgomery .. legato .................... 25.3
Marilyn Payne ..........Safe Harbor .......... 27.9

Novice Jr/YR
Taylor Foote .............Lazerbeam ............ 27.4
Annie Read ...............Fairycatcher .......... 27.9
Tatum Stam ..............Saint Liam ............ 29.0

Open Beginner Novice
Lauren Chumley .......SNF Maarta ........... 23.0
Rene Smith ..............Poncho Villa .......... 24.5
Shauna Rust ............ Independence II .... 26.5

AEC Results

I was lucky enough not to see what he 
was,” she said. “He’s not just once in 
a lifetime, he’s once in a million. He 
moves like a Warmblood, he’s as fast as 
can be on cross country and incredibly 
careful show jumping.”

At Wayne, Dobbin was good enough 
in dressage, did everything perfectly in 
cross country and then did the show-
jumping work when most everyone else 
faltered. Just one horse, Minstral (for 
Kelly List) went double-clean on the final 
day over what turned out to be a tricky 
course. Second-day leader Courageous 
Comet (Becky Holder) took down four 
rails and finished with four time faults 
to fall out of contention. Sloopy (John 
Williams), second after cross country, 
took three rails and clocked one time 
penalty. Third after dressage and cross 
country, Windfall took down two rails 
when one would have meant the cham-
pionship.

In the end, Dobbin proved most con-
sistent and finished with a score of 36.5 to 
38.4 for Windfall and 40.7 for Arthur. 

“He’s a very good, careful jumper and 
doesn’t ever just knock fences down,” 
said Ashton. “He just touched the oxer 
in the middle (of a triple combination), 

didn’t hit it that hard. It was too bad 
because he could have gone clean.”

It was clean enough, and had Ashton 
thinking of another road trip this fall to 
Fair Hill as long as her family will allow it. 
Home includes husband, Mell, who works 
for Fidelity Investments, and daughters 
Marissa (12) and Rebecca (15). 

“My husband calls Dobbin my boy-
friend,” Ashton said with a laugh. “I’m 
meant to be looking after my children 
and looking after my house, but I’m out 
feeding this expensive habit.”

Ashton’s business is buying, making 
and selling event horses and she does it 
well. Dobbin stuck around – despite nu-
merous opportunities to sell – because 
he stood out. 

“When you get talented creatures, 
they’ve usually got some ifs, ands or 
buts about them – he didn’t,” said Ash-
ton. “He’s got brains, temperament, tal-
ent and action.”

He’s at the right place, too. Though 
Dobbin would probably succeed in a 
bigger operation, he thrives as the one 
of the pets on Ashton’s farm.

“I let him do some things other peo-
ple wouldn’t, and that’s got to help him, 
right?” she said. “He likes to molest 
the pony now and again, bites it and 
chases it around. When he’s looking 
glum about doing dressage warm-up, I 
let him bite the pony a bit. I’m not sure 
he’d get to do that somewhere else.”

Ashton –
 Continued from page 27

85 Perth Lane, Elkton, MD  21921
OWNER DOWNSIZING

Custom built energy ef cient brick 
home on cleared 5 acres of grass in 
the heart of Fair Hill horse country 
with breathtaking view & privacy, 
4FP, 3-1/2 ceramic baths, 3 or 4 
bdrms, formal dr, cherry wood kit. 
& den, granite countertops, 20’ x 
40’ inground Anthony Sylvan pool 
w/gazebo, sauna, hot tub,  nished 
walkout bsmt., fam. rm/bar. Bring horses. Asking $775,000. CC6463575

J.H. Litzenberg & Son
205 W. Main St., Elkton, MD  21921
(410) 398-3877 or (302) 593-8848

J.H. Litzenberg & Son

FAIR  HILL  AREA

by KATy CArTEr
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Bruce Davidson has been around 
long enough to know when he screws 
up. He’ll tell you he screwed up and why 
he screwed up at Rolex this spring. Da-
vidson – playing Mr. Magoo – fell from 
his homebred mare when she stopped at 
the second brush jump at fence 19. 

“I just ran her into a fence the wrong 
way. That’s pretty basic,” Davidson 
said. “How can a horse jump a fence 
when you turn them parallel to it? Small 
detail.”

That won’t happen again; Davidson 
had surgery on his eyes shortly after 
Rolex.

So far, at least in Jam’s case, it’s 
worked wonders. After Rolex, she fin-
ished third at the Maui Jim Horse Trials 
and won the intermediate at Fair Hill in 
July. Those were simply preps. David-
son and Jam finished 10th at the Land 
Rover Burghley Horse Trials Aug. 30-
Sept. 2. It was the top placing for any 
mare at the competition.

“She never lost her confidence after 
Kentucky,” Davidson said. “I was virtu-
ally a blind person at Kentucky; I had 
a cataract in each eye. I had new lenses 

put in both eyes and I had Lasik surgery 
to one eye and now I see perfect. The 
timing was wrong to get it done before-
hand, so I just was trying to go around 
on my mare’s good nature.”

An 11-year-old mare, Jam provided 
Davidson with his 13th trip around 
Burghley. He won it in 1974 with Irish 
Cap. After the dressage, Jam sat in 42nd 
but was one of two horses to go double 
clear over the cross country and show 
jumping.

“She went around Burghley just 
perfect. She’s as nice as I’ve ever had,” 
Davidson said. “She’d be a good horse 
to ride in the Maryland Hunt Cup be-
cause she’s careful and the further the 
distance, the better she goes.”

Davidson was impressed with the 
cross country course at Burghley.

“It was a big track, particularly the 
first half. The ground was perfect,” he 
said. “They do such a fantastic job, we 
need to take an example from the big 
courses. They leveled it, they irrigated 
it, it was wonderful. It had a lot of nar-
row fences which were big, and he asked 
lots of good questions at the beginning 

of the course – not that he didn’t at the 
end – but by then you were settled down 
and the horses were on their game.”

Jam is always on her game and han-
dled the Burghley crowd with aplomb, 
something Davidson was hopeful, but 
not assured, of going into the competi-
tion won by William Fox-Pitt on four-
star novice Parkmore Ed.

“She stomached the whole thing, 
enjoyed the whole thing, she was very 
intelligent,” Davidson said. “In the pa-
rade, you can tell what kind of horse 
you have – those that get overbuzzed 
and can’t cope, and those that calm 
down in that environment. She enjoyed 
every bit of the whole event. It’s part of 
a learning process, you can either let the 
horse go in there and learn to be a jerk 
and get jazzed up, or you can teach them 
that you don’t get all jazzed up; that’s 
certainly the way you want to do it if 

they’re going to compete in the dressage 
ring again and again and again. She has 
an incredible disposition and disposi-
tions in horses are worth everything.”

But did Jam notice Davidson’s eye 
surgery?

“I think she probably could,” Da-
vidson said. “I gave her a fair, square 
chance at the jumps and I didn’t miss 
too bad.”

Davidson will give Jam a break un-
til next spring while pointing a couple 
of less-experienced horses to events this 
fall. 

He won’t make Fair Hill Internation-
al but he’s already working on a plan to 
get back to Rolex with Jam. With eyes 
wide-open.

“She’s on a little bit of a break,” Da-
vidson said. “Then we’ll work on our 
dressage this fall and come out with 
both barrels loaded in the spring.”

eveNTiNg NeWs

All clear
Eye surgery helps Davidson, Jam
get back on the track at Burghley

by SEAN ClANCy

Shannon Brinkman
Jam and Bruce Davidson jump at Rolex, where they later parted company. After eye 
surgery, Davidson guided the mare to a 10th at Burghley.

704-587-3300
www.AmericanMyBeau.com

American MyBeau 13739 Steele Creek Road, Suite 200, Charlotte, NC 28273

All-In-One Supplement Program Rich In Omega 3 & Omega 6

Jeff Snyder Photos

MyBeau® Pro, designed specifically for
performance horses, contains Creatine.
Creatine increases intra-muscular phos-
phocreatine, which is important for stor-
ing energy in muscle cells. A greater
source of energy is directly associated
with less fatigue and supports high
intensity exercise performance.

Reported results & feedback

• Rapid energy recovery after fatigue

• Nutritional support to calm horses

• Dietary support to minimize tying-up

• Increased appetite & weight gain

• Promotes strong immune & 
digestive systems 

MyBeau® extends congratulations to our customer, 
Todd Pletcher, a classic trainer. 

Our best wishes to the entire team for Rags to Riches’ 
historic Belmont Stakes-G1 win and 

for continued success in your 2007 championship season.

“The Winner’s Edge”
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ST Publishing, Inc. is proud to be a sponsor of the  

2007 Cycling Challenge
for the Krysti Bingham Cerebral Palsy Foundation. 

Local bicyclists will ride 100 miles on October 20, 2007 to 
raise money to help build the KBCPF Black Diamond House, 

the first long-term home-like residence near Smyrna, DE 
for persons with cerebral palsy.

For more information on how you can help, visit www.krysti.org 
or contact kevin at 302-353-0763 to sponsor a rider
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Karen O’Connor’s ride at the top 
didn’t last long. O’Connor won the Pam 
Am Games aboard Theodore O’Connor 
in July. By September, the rider had her 
arm in a sling after breaking her collar-
bone falling from a green horse on her 
farm in The Plains, Va. 

“I’ve been a little bit sidelined,” 
O’Connor said. “I was schooling a 
4-year-old over a little jump, he kind 
of got distracted and forgot the jump 
was there, went down like a stone and I 
stuck my elbow out for a kickstand.”

So goes the life of an event rider. 
Luckily, the Pan Am Games were in 

July and the schooling session was in 
September. 

The injury shelved O’Connor’s five-
horse attack of the American Eventing 
Championships but the 49-year-old 
rider plans on being back at Whit’s End 
and in full swing by Fair Hill Interna-
tional. Upstage, Allstar, Mandiba and 
Hugh Knows will substitute for Theo-
dore O’Connor this fall. The big horse 
(pony) will go for a spin at Morven 
Park in October, his only scheduled out-
ing this fall. 

“He’s doing good,” O’Connor said. 
“He finished his holiday and he’s back 
in work. I’m going to run him around 
Morven Park, he needs to do something. 
It will be long time when he comes out 
in the winter, if I don’t do something 
with him. It’s not really an objective, it’s 
more a weekend out, to keep his skills 
tuned. I don’t expect him to do very 
well in the dressage because he hasn’t 
been doing a lot, we’ll give him a run 
and get him a little fitter.”

Once that’s over, the 14.1-hand pony 
will head back to school – dressage 
school in November with Betsy Stein-
er, in Wellington, Fla. He’ll join Team 
O’Connor in Ocala after that in prepa-
ration for his winter/spring season. 

The Pan Am victory hushed the last 
“novelty act” whispers for Theodore 
O’Connor. The pony has become a 
horse. With his performance, Theo-
dore O’Connor secured the individual 
gold medal and helped clinch the team 
gold for the United States team of Tru-
luck and Phillip Dutton, McKinlaigh 
and Gina Miles, and From and Stephen 
Bradley. 

“I was expecting a lot more trouble in 
the shipping, he had never flown before, 
there was a big unknown there, but he 
was a champ. He stood like a Trojan the 
whole time, took everything in stride, 
matter-of-fact about the whole thing,” 
O’Connor said. “As long as he had his 
bag of hay in front of him, he was good 
to go. Then I was really delighted with 
the dressage, he improved his score by 
eight points from Kentucky. The pony 
just keeps stepping up to the plate.”

O’Connor can see a change now that 
Theodore O’Connor owns a stamped 
passport.

“He’s definitely got a new persona to 
him,” O’Connor said. “When a horse 
does that kind of trip, they come back 
a lot more mature and confident about 
the world, he’s very settled within him-
self, he’s seen the world and come back 
all grown up.”

When O’Connor initially took the 
ride on Theodore O’Connor in Septem-
ber 2005, finishing third at Rolex or 
winning the Pan Am Games was cer-
tainly not in her immediate thoughts. 

“I knew he was good, I knew he was 
as cute as could be and I knew he was 
an incredible jumper for his size but 
nobody ever could believe he could be 
capable of putting the whole package 
together,” O’Connor said. “Being set-
tled enough to do the dressage, having 
enough training for the dressage to stay 
in there with the big horses, and he far 

exceeds a lot of the horses in his jump-
ing talent. It’s pretty unbelievable.”

With more than 26 competitions 
behind them, O’Connor and her pony 
have made believers out of themselves 
and the sport. O’Connor learned quick-
ly to ride the pony like a horse.

“The worst thing I can do is start rid-
ing him like he’s a pony. If I ride him 
like he’s a horse, then his stride is like a 
horse. If I start picking at him, then I’m 
chopping his stride up and the jumps be-
come harder,” O’Connor said. “I block 
it out of my mind, related distances and 
things like that, he’s got easily a 12-foot 
stride, so I have to make sure I don’t get 
trapped thinking this is going to ride 
long for Teddy because you either start 
putting moves on him that worry him, 
like, ‘why are we getting to that jump 
so quick?’ or – and this is the struggle 
I had in the beginning – where I try to 
take back a half-stride and all that does 
is get you to sit back on him.”

Certainly his breakout performance 
was his flawless third at Rolex this 
spring. That’s when he proved he could 
jump around an international course 
against the best in the world. 

“At Kentucky, I got him into a good 
rhythm, easily a horse-sized rhythm, 
and just went on,” O’Connor said. “I 
have not gotten complacent about what 
it feels like to look up at a cross-country 
jump, because it is daunting and contin-
ues to be daunting, but in the end, it’s 
probably made me ride a little sharper 
because I have to be very responsible for 
my accuracy.”

Being a pony in a horse world, Theo-
dore O’Connor relies on confidence and 
conviction to make up for anything he 

lacks in physical prowess. O’Connor 
makes sure she rides him – mornings 
and afternoons – to keep that confi-
dence intact. No rider wants to miss, 
but O’Connor knows it’s imperative to 
not miss on him.

“He is the kind of horse that if that 
were to happen a few times he would 
start unraveling on me,” O’Connor 
said. “He’s a very confident horse in his 
very confident world, if you were to put 
someone on him that missed a lot, that 
would be very hard for him. He’s be-
come very comfortable in his world of 
people, he depends on that. I was wor-
ried about the Pan Ams because there’s 
so much shifting around and so much 
this and that, but we gave him a pat on 
the neck and said, ‘you’re going to be 
fine,’ and he’s like ‘if they say I’m go-
ing to be fine, then I’m going to be fine.’ 
That’s real weird, there’s a real bond 
which is not always the case with sport 
horses. It’s very special.”

O’Connor holds the whole package 
– the bond, the horse, the responsibility 
– in high regard. 

“When I ride this guy, I feel really, 
really, really responsible for his well 
being,” O’Connor said. “I do on all of 
them but this is an unusual situation 
and I don’t take it lightly. My job is to 
make sure I make his job as easy as pos-
sible.”

So far, so good.
“Everybody’s fingers are crossed,” 

O’Connor said. “We don’t know where 
this is going but we all know where we 
want it to go. And nobody’s talking about 
it because we don’t want to jinx it.”

Eventing Times won’t dare say it ei-
ther.

Shannon Brinkman
Pan Am gold medalist Theodore O’Connor (left, Karen O’Connor) and Pan Am Games 
teammate McKinlaigh (Gina Miles).

pAN AM gAMes

small fry
Theodore O’Connor lands the gold
at Pan Ams, earns autumn vacation

by SEAN ClANCy

Shannon Brinkman
Theodore O’Connor stretches his legs during dressage.

2007 Cycling Challenge
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Freelance writer Katy Carter recently caught up with two event riders in 
the midst of good seasons.

Young Professional: Skyeler Icke
Skyeler Icke’s list of achievements is already impressive. The 

23-year-old graduate of James Madison University has medaled 
at the North American Young Riders Championships three times, 
taking home the team gold in 2003, in addition to completing three 
stars at Foxhall (where she won the Markham Trophy for high-
est placed young rider) and Fair Hill. In 2005, she qualified for 
the Rolex Kentucky CCI**** when an injury to her then-advanced 
horse, Dillinger, put that goal out of reach. The following year, Icke 
sustained a serious injury and again, Rolex was on hold. 

Since acquiring Tika and Matus about a year ago, Icke is once 
again climbing the levels in hopes of a rewarding run (or even two) 
around the United States’ only four-star competition. Both horses 
were imported by Icke’s trainer of nine years, Stuart Black. 

“Tika is wonderful,” said Icke. “She’s going intermediate now 
with an eye on starting advanced sometime next year.”

Icke and the 7-year-old Dutch Warmblood, whom she owns 
jointly with her parents and Dr. Ilona Letmanyi, were victorious at 
the 2006 Morven Park CCI* before making the move to intermedi-
ate this spring. 

Matus, purchased by Barry Isreal and the Icke family in April 
2006, is a 7-year-old Selle Francais gelding and Icke’s current 
partner at the preliminary level. After finishing sixth and second, 
respectively, at Plantation Horse Trials I and II, they bested a field 
of 16 starters to win the Virginia CCI* in Lexington in May.

“Matus is different than Tika – he has more of an attitude,” 
Icke said with a laugh. Her plans for “Matty” include progressing 
to the intermediate level, and after evaluating his performances, a 
move to advanced. 

“You know how it is when you make plans, but I’m very hope-
ful that these are the horses who will take me to Rolex,” said Icke. 
“Having been so close before (in 2005) has made me want it even 
more, and actually getting there and pulling into the Horse Park 
would be thrilling. To complete the event would be even better!”

Icke, whose degree is in public relations and technical and sci-
entific communication, also intends to compete abroad, as well as 
make a bid for a pink coat.

“There is nothing I’d like more than to ride for the team,” she 
said, “and gaining experience abroad is an important part of mak-
ing that happen.”

In addition to her competition schedule, Icke proudly opened 
her own stable earlier this year, and is based at Angelica Run Farm 
in Vienna, Va.

“It’s the only farm left inside the Beltway,” she cheerfully ex-
claimed. “We are literally 10 miles from Washington.”

The convenient location makes it easier for her students to ride 
and have lessons on a regular basis.

“I have five students who ride at various levels,” Icke said. “I’m 
an HA pony clubber from Difficult Run Pony Club, so it’s important 
to me to give back to the sport. Plus, I enjoy teaching.”

Young Rider: Loreen Kay
“I gave up ballet for riding when I was about 8 years old,” joked 

Loreen Kay, a transplanted Californian who came east a year and a half 
ago to ride under the tutelage of Jim Wofford at his Fox Covert Farm in 
Upperville, Va. Kay doesn’t regret forgoing her dancing career.

“One of my cousins rode in the hunter/jumper circuit in Califor-
nia, and she was my introduction to horses,” Kay said. “I started 
eventing and never looked back.”

Kay and Russian – a black, 12-year-old New Zealand Thor-
oughbred/Warmblood gelding – enjoyed a banner 2006. They fin-
ished fifth at the Maui Jim CIC***, third at the American Eventing 
Championships, sixth at Morven Park Fall Advanced Horse Trials 

and 14th at the Fair Hill International CCI***. Additionally, Kay 
and Russian received the award for highest placed advanced-level 
Young Rider at the AEC, as well as USEA Reserve Champion Ad-
vanced Young Rider and third place overall USEA Young Rider.

“We were very successful, but the best part of last year was 
finishing 14th at Fair Hill,” she said. “To finish that well in that kind 
of company was amazing.” 

This year, Kay and Russian took fifth in the advanced/interme-
diate at the Pine Top Spring Advanced Horse Trials, and complet-
ing the CIC***W at the Fork and the Jersey Fresh CCI*** before 
finishing eighth at Millbrook.

“We’re not going back to Fair Hill this year, as we had planned 
to go to England and compete at Blenheim,” she said, “but Rus-
sian had a minor injury that prevented the trip, as often happens 
with horses.”

Kay’s ultimate goals include qualifying for and completing not 
only the 2008 Rolex but also the four-star at Burghley.

“If all goes all right, Russian and I will make it. It’s a lot to 
accomplish in such a short period of time,” Kay admitted, “but I 
believe we can do it.”

In the meantime, Kay is bringing along two other horses, as 
well as taking classes at Shenandoah University in nearby Win-
chester, Va. Although her spare time is limited, Kay says that she 
enjoys singing and riding bicycles.

“One of the girls at Jimmy’s has gotten me into cycling,” Kay 
said. “I’m not very good at it, but it’s one of the few athletic activi-
ties besides riding that I really enjoy.”

Beresfordgallery.com • 610-347-1247

Beresford Gallery

‘Deux Amis’ by Watrigant

Come to the Fantastic Fall Sporting Art Opening
Gourmet hors d’oeuvres and wine provided by Party Chef, 

Olga Metsker of www.OnCallGourmet.com
Personal Chef Services

RT 82 & 162 in Unionville (parking in back)  

presents
Art & Culture Night in Unionville

Friday September 28th  5pm-8pm

Partnerships 
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With West Point Thoroughbreds you can own a percentage
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800.578.9684
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Shannon Brinkman
Skyeler Icke and Matus
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Riding Glove 
for Hope

The SSG® Glove for Hope features soft cabretta leather and
spandex gussets. It’s designed for durability, comfort and
fit, like all our gloves. That's what you can see and feel! 

Style 7000
Black with pink gussets.  Pearl White with pink gussets.

Sizes: 6, 7, 7 1/2, 8, 9  

Due to the popularity of the original
Riding Glove for Hope we are  
introducing a competition style
with matching gussets.

Style 7100
In black for all types of showing.

Black with black gussets.
In pearl white for dressage.
Pearl white with pearl white  gussets.

Sizes: 6, 7, 7 1/2, 8, 9 

SSG will donate  $2 a pair or equivalent  to Breast Cancer Research in the Country 
of  purchase to provide hope and healing for those touched by breast cancer.  

See your local tack shop, or visit our web site for a dealer near you.

SSG GLOVES
P.O. Box 377, North Boston, N.Y. USA 14110

P.O. Box 28530, Aurora, Ontario, Canada L4G 6S6
Email: service@ssgridinggloves.com • Web Site: ssgridinggloves.com

We do not sell directly to the public.

PEARL
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85 Perth Lane, Elkton, MD  21921
OWNER DOWNSIZING

Custom built energy ef cient brick 
home on cleared 5 acres of grass in 
the heart of Fair Hill horse country 
with breathtaking view & privacy, 
4FP, 3-1/2 ceramic baths, 3 or 4 
bdrms, formal dr, cherry wood kit. 
& den, granite countertops, 20’ x 
40’ inground Anthony Sylvan pool 
w/gazebo, sauna, hot tub,  nished 
walkout bsmt., fam. rm/bar. Bring horses. Asking $775,000. CC6463575

J.H. Litzenberg & Son
205 W. Main St., Elkton, MD  21921
(410) 398-3877 or (302) 593-8848

J.H. Litzenberg & Son

FAIR  HILL  AREA

pan Am games Results
Results from the Pan Am Games eventing competition at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil July 20-22:

INDIVIDuAL COMPETITION
Gold  .......Karen O’Connor (USA) .......... Theodore O’Connor  ............ 52.7
Silver  .....Phillip Dutton (USA) .............. Tru Luck  ............................. 53.8
Bronze  ...Gina Miles (USA) .................. McKinlaigh  ......................... 56.3
4th ..........Darren Chiacchia (USA) ........ Better I Do It  ....................... 66.2
5th ..........Kyle Carter (CAN) .................. Madison Park  ..................... 66.3
6th ..........Sandra Donnelly (CAN) ......... Buenos Aires  ...................... 69.7
7th ..........Saulo Tristao (BRA)............... Totsie  .................................. 74.2
8th ..........Mike Winter (CAN) ................ Kingpin  ............................... 75.1
9th ..........Renan Guerreiro (BRA) ......... Rodizio AA  .......................... 76.7
10th ........Serguei Fofanoff (BRA) ......... Ekus TW  ............................. 76.7

TEAM COMPETITION
Gold  .....  united States .................................................162.8
 Karen O’Connor / Theodore O’Connor
 Phillip Dutton / Tru Luck
 Gina Miles / McKinlaigh
 Stephen Bradley / From

Silver  ...Canada .........................................................211.1
 Kyle Carter / Madison Park
 Sandra Donnelly / Buenos Aires
 Waylon Roberts / Paleface
 Michael Winter / Kingpin

Bronze  ..Brazil  ..........................................................235.6
 Renan Guerreiro / Rodizio AA
 Fabricio Salgado / Butterfly
 Carlos Paro / Political Mandate
 Andre Paro / Land Heir
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The ast Fence
Editorial • Comments • Guest Columns

Chicken Carcass. That’s what we were calling my 
dog Wags. As a joke. Four hundred seventy three dol-
lars and two cents later, and it’s no joke.

Wags is a yellow Lab who loves to eat – every-
thing. Trash is one of his all-time favorites, so I keep 
the trash can in the cabinet under the sink. Somehow, 
and not to point fingers or name names (but to quote 
Shaggy “It wasn’t me”). Someone left the trash can in 
the middle of the kitchen floor filled with the remains 
of a roasted chicken. 

 OK, now think about the poor dog. He smelled 
the chicken roasting all day, watched his family eat the 
chicken while he got to eat as my kids call it “dry old 
kibble.” If you were the dog, what would you do? 

You would dive belly-deep into the trash can, eat 
the entire chicken carcass, the foil it was wrapped 
in and anything else in the trash can while you were 
there. Then you would hide in the dining room behind 
the table with your tail between your legs when your 
owner caught you mid dumpster-dive.

I caught him, and I am a worrier so I stayed up 
most of the night listening for any choking, gagging, 
hurling or retching sounds coming from the dog bed. 
Not a one. He slept like a baby. Woke up like a normal 
3-year-old Lab – i.e., he bounded around the house 

like a wild banshee, gobbled up his breakfast, found a 
tennis ball, tried to entice someone to throw it for him, 
realized no one had time to play and then flopped on 
his dog bed for a nap. No sign of anything out of the 
ordinary for an entire day and a half so I breathed a 
sigh of relief and figured we dodged a bullet.

That was Wednesday. Thursday I left for the after-
noon to pick up my daughter. I knew we’d be gone for 
about three hours, so I left Wags in the office, his regular 
hang-out. When we came home, the first thing the kids 
did was run to his room and let him out. They opened 
the door, hugged him, got him a ball and never men-
tioned anything was amiss. I walked in the front door 
and thought, “What in the Wide World of Sports is that 
smell?” I checked the trash can, the garbage disposal, 
the bathrooms and then I walked near the office.  No. 
Please tell me that is not what I think it is. It was. And 

Getting on the
steeplechase road

Loyal readers may be asking themselves “Who 
exactly is this Brian Nadeau anyway?” At some 
point along the way you probably got a phone 
call or read an article that I wrote, though by 
now you might be wondering if I really do exist. 
So let’s get into the question of just who exactly 
I am and how I got to be a member of the Times 
staff.

At 31, I guess I’m a bit of a late-bloomer to the 
world of Thoroughbred racing. Growing up just 
15 minutes from Saratoga Race Course didn’t 
help speed up the process. I graduated from the 
State University of New York at Oswego in 1999 
with a general communications degree and my 
resume is littered with such exciting and lucrative 
jobs like “bank teller” and “mortgage closer.” 
Finally adhering to the “dead-end” signs I had 
been seeing along the road for years I decided to 
pursue my passion for Thoroughbred racing. Flat 
Thoroughbred racing, that is. 

NYRA gave me 
a chance in the 
summer of 2006 
and the rest, as 
they say, is history 
(so I hope). A suc-
cessful summer in-
ternship provided 
the bridge to meet 

Sean Clancy toward the end of the Saratoga 
meet and a relationship with the Times was born 
through an extensive and painstaking interview 
process.

“Can you write?” Sean asked. 
“Sure,” I replied.
“OK, send me an article and we’ll figure some-

thing out.”
Applying to work for the FBI it was not, but it 

all worked out in the end. 
Those of you that received those initial phone 

calls in the fall of 2006 were probably asking 
yourself: “Does this guy know anything about 
steeplechasing?”

Well, at that time, the answer was pretty easy: 
No.

Need to know some useless, trivial fact about 
some unimportant allowance race at Belmont in 
1998? I’m probably your guy. Need to know who 
won the Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase in 2004? 
Back then, the answer was “Google.” (I know it 
now though. Promise.)  

“Just call them and act like you know what 
you are talking about,” Sean so matter-of-factly 
would say. “It will be good experience for you.”

Well, it seemed to work and everyone involved 
obliged. The important parties kept answering 
the phone and leading me by the hand and gradu-
ally the light came on. I’d like to think I have 
grown leaps and bounds from those initial days, 
though I’m far from an expert, and still a work-
in-progress.  

I didn’t make it to the paddock for those Thurs-
day openers at Saratoga as much as I would have 
liked this summer, but those of you that did see 
me probably thought I was displaced from the 
cover of Abbey Road. Yup, that’s me. I now call 
Pike Creek Valley (Delaware) home and work out 
of the office in Fair Hill and I look forward to our 
paths crossing down the road this fall.

After several months of freelancing, staff writer Brian 
Nadeau worked ST’s publication The Saratoga Special this 
summer and joined the staff full-time in September. Look for 
him soon in a steeplechase paddock near you.

playing chicken
with a Yellow lab

life with sheila
By Sheila Clancy

See SHeiLA next page

Tod Marks
Footlights, Mary McGlothlin and Roscoe take in some Saratoga atmosphere before the Turf Writers.What a Ride.

Pleased
to Meet You

By Brian nadeau
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Marshallton – Unionville
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Call it 3,000 miles. Langley, British 
Columbia, in Canada and the Shawan 
Downs equestrain center in Cock-
eysville, Md., are 2,930 miles apart ac-
cording to Mapquest, but round up.

Lisa Marie Fergusson and her horse 
Uni Griffon made the trek worth-
while with a victory at the Maryland 
Combined Training Association’s fi rst 
CIC*** May 4-6. To be fair, Ferugsson 
didn’t travel all that distance just for the 
event – she’s been traininag with David 
O’Connor in Virginia for a few weeks – 
but it’s still a long way from home.

“Everyone back home is really excit-
ed, but they all want me to come home 
again,” said Fergusson, 24. 

She came East on the advice of 
O’Connor, with eyes on the Jersey Fresh 
CCI***. The move was all about com-
petition. Uni Griffon fi nished seventh at 

Galway Downs and fourth at Twin Riv-
ers (both in California) this spring, with 
the big break coming at Shawan against 
a fi eld that included Buck Davidson, 
Karen O’Connor and other big names.

“There are more people to intimidate 
you in your division out here,” said Fer-
gusson. “You ride with more big names 
here which helps you ride better.”

Second after a dressage score of 50.3, 
Uni Griffon jumped cleanly through the 
show ring to take the lead heading to 
Saturday’s cross-country round. Run 
in reverse order of placing, the round 
ratcheted up the pressure as Fergusson 
went last with a 3.3-point lead. Uni Grif-
fon added nothing but time penalties to 
get the victory over rider Donna Smith’s 
pair of Call Me Clifton and Rocket. 

“I didn’t expect much (beforehand),” 
said Fergusson. “I expected to do it for 

 Canadian rider Fergusson
scores at Shawan Downs

Gary Knoll
Lisa Marie Fergusson and Uni Griffon clear a fence in cross country.
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it was on every surface in the office. I couldn’t breathe, 
couldn’t move, couldn’t think for a full minute or two. 
I finally came to. We have to move. There is no way, no 
industrial strength cleaner toxic enough to undue this 
damage. Fire. Clearly we’ll have to burn the office to 
the ground and start over.

I have never seen anything like it in my life. We 
counted 28 piles of, um, chicken carcass in various 
forms in a room that is only 10’ x 12’. Gloves. The 
first thing on my list since the flame thrower is out 
(brick room/tile floor), is gloves, then some kind of 
gas mask, then some kind of serious, heavy-duty acid, 
enzyme-eating cleaner. I called the nursing home down 
the street (think about the stuff they see) and they not 
only recommended a product but let me come bor-
row some from them. I knew the Christmas caroling 
would pay off – we’ve been caroling there for 10 years 
straight.

My kids finally noticed the mess. They hacked and 
coughed and gagged and then in tandem said, “Can I 
have a friend over?” 

Are you kidding me? Unless your friend is a bald 
man wearing an earring whose first name is Mr., you 
are out of your ever-loving minds. 

“Why not?” 
Because I don’t think your friends are good with 

mops. They were at a loss. So was I. Then I realized 
I might need to call the vet. But of course before I 

did that I polled my dad and my friend who also has 
a yellow Lab, who also likes to eat trash and had a 
similar incident pretty recently (her dog had the good 
grace to do it on their deck so they could spray the, 
um, chicken carcass off with a hose). Both said call 
the vet. Drat.

I called at 5:45 and they close at 6 p.m. They said 
chicken bones can be deadly to dogs. 

Dead(gulp)ly? Lots of talk about surgery, bowel 
obstruction, perforated intestine, lacerated esopha-
gus. Then she asked me if I wanted to come in now 
or wait until the morning. Was she kidding? Who did 
she think I was, Michael Vick? Of course I wanted to 
come in now. So off I went with both kids bawling 
that Wags was going to die and Wags thinking how 
fun it was that we were all in the car together and 
me trying to convince myself, and the kids, that every-
thing would be fine.

The vet was amazing and stayed with him until 
7:45 that night. She called and gave me the good news, 
no sign of chicken bones on the x-rays, no pancreati-
tis but if it was OK with me she wanted to keep him 
overnight, at no charge just to keep an eye on him. 
What? If it’s OK? No charge? Seriously, 10 years of 
Christmas caroling is unbelievably good karma. 

I still couldn’t believe all this fuss over a chicken 
carcass. We had dogs who ate chickens all the time. 
We had one dog who ate all the chickens in the chick-
en house, there must have been 50. We never took him 
to the vet. How bad could one little oven roaster be?

Four-hundred-seventy-three-dollars-and-two-cents 
bad as it turns out. That was the grand total including 

the “free” overnight stay. Maybe I can recoup it with 
an idea for a MasterCard commercial:

 
Roaster chicken ............................................. $   5.71
Veterinary exam ............................................... 76.63
CBC Profile .................................................... 113.08
X-ray (to look for chicken bones) ................... 125.77
Amoxicillin and Flagyl ..................................... 76.62
Fluids and IV .................................................... 53.34
OSHA Disposal Fee ............................................ 2.71
Ear Mite Exam ................................................. 24.77

Not having to tell 
the kids you killed the dog ........................... Priceless

Longtime ST columnist Sheila Clancy (she’s back) is the sister 
of company editors/publishers Sean and Joe Clancy. She lives in 
Richmond, Va.

Sheila –
 Continued from previouis page

Teacher/Naturalist Needed
Applications are now being accepted for a 
substitute teacher/naturalist at the Fair Hill 

Nature Center in Fair Hill, Maryland. Curricu-
lum can be found at www.fairhillnature.org. 

For more information, 
call (410) 398-4909.
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