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Homestead Farm - Th is circa 1800 clapboard 
house has been completely renovated and a large 
wing added in 1999. Th e addition was masterfully 
constructed to match the original house. Situated 
in both Albemarle and Louisa Counties and within 
the Keswick Hunt Territory.

Times



Playing Hardball
Wearing a green and white soccer jer-

sey, Willie Dowling caught a high pop in 
right fi eld – and did a cartwheel while the 
runner tagged up from second to third. 

So went the tempo of a softball game 
that began with one team building a 24-4 
lead and hanging on to win 33-32 with the 
fi nal out recorded at home plate. The game 
pitted a team of active steeplechase jock-
eys (including several, like Dowling, with 
precious little experience) and a squad 
of retired steeplechase jockeys (with the 
defi nition of jockey stretched a bit in vari-
ous directions). Held at the Cheshire Ken-
nels July 13, the game would have ended 
quickly as the current jockeys sprinted to 
a huge lead amid much smiling (on their 
part) and debate (on their opponents’).

Just when things looked bleakest, how-
ever, the retired guys rallied and the de-
bate and the smiling switched sides faster 
than an air-hockey puck. Alas, the rally 
fell painfully short with a bang-bang play 
at the plate where catcher James Slater 
tagged out the runner – a writer who rode 
a few fl at races many moons ago – for the 
fi nal out of the 12th inning and the game. 

Among the highlights of a great sum-
mer evening:

• Dowling’s cross-handed grip on the 
bat and adventurous fi elding. The Irish-
man would be more at home in a hurling match, but reached base 
several times and made a few super catches in right. The cart-
wheel cost his team a run, but in his words “I thought I won the 
game – I was so happy.” 

• Slater’s play behind the plate. The Englishman could have 
been Pudge Rodriguez if he had turned to baseball sooner. Slater 
even survived a collision at home with a sprinting Barry Watson.

• The fl eet pinch-running of Harry Walker and Danielle Hods-
don. Dangerous speed on the basepaths.

• The soccer moves of Xavier Aizpuru, who plays a mean third 
base.

• The pitching of Paddy Young, the Randy Johnson of his 
time. 

• Retired jockeys’ manager Jay Meister’s decision to insert 
himself, Gus Brown and Eddie Graham into the game late. They 
keyed the rally – and saved face.

See you in the fi eld.

– Joe Clancy, who still wants instant replay

Worth Repeating
“Look for an old man on a tractor.”

Owner Bill Pape,
giving directions to his Pennsylvania farm

“I’ll get to sleep in my own bed tonight.”
Jockey James Slater, 

who may have been headed for the couch, after winning on 
his wife’s Second Approval at Colonial Downs

“It’s my parents. They don’t know anything about horses but 
said they were going to the OTB to watch – and bet – on him.”

Owner/trainer Brianne Slater as her phone rang 
after Second Approval won at Colonial

“I think Ninepins winning the Turf Writers at age 13 (in 2000) 
has cost owners a lot of money over the years.”

Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, 
on the penchant to keep horses in training
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FORFOR STARTERSSTARTERS
News and Notes News and Notes 
from around the circuit

It wasn’t a race and there was no betting, but 
ST Publishing took home several awards in the 
annual American Horse Publications editorial 
contest for 2006. Announced at AHP’s annual 
conference, held last month in Albequerque, 
N.M., the awards honor excellence in a variety 
of categories.

Among the ST Publishing honors were:

• First place in equine book category for The 
Best of The Saratoga Special. ST’s full-color, 
hard-cover book was honored among 21 en-
tries in the category. The book highlights the 
fi rst fi ve years of ST’s daily newspaper about 
the Thoroughbred racing season in Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y., and features the work of ST own-
ers Joe and Sean Clancy, staff designer Kevin 
Titter, photographers Tod Marks, Dave Harmon 
and Barbara Livingston and others. Judges sin-
gled out the book for its overall appeal: “Beau-
tifully designed and laid out, this book would 

be welcomed by any horse lover, but especially 
Thoroughbred/track people. It employs a good 
strong reporting style . . . with a great feel for 
the horses and the sport.  Some of the passages 
are almost lyrical.”

Among its 296 pages, the book features 
articles from the The Special’s fi rst fi ve years 
with selections on the Seabiscuit book/movie, 
Hall of Fame trainer Shug McGaughey, legend-
ary horsemen Allen Jerkens and John Nerud, 
jockeys Jerry Bailey, Pat Day, Mike Smith and 
John Velazquez, and great horses Ashado, Az-
eri, Point Given, Lost In The Fog, Smarty Jones 
and With Anticipation.

The Best of The Saratoga Special retails for 
$25 and is still available in a variety of locations 
including through ST’s online store at www.st-
publishing.com.

• First place in the feature article category 
for Joe Clancy’s story on the retirement of 

steeplechase champion Hirapour in the Dec. 
15 edition of The Steeplechase/Eventing Times. 
Judges called the piece a “well-crafted article 
that imparts a lot of information and emotion 
in not a lot of space. Excellent use of imagery 
by the writer.”

• Honorable mention in the tabloid/news-
paper division for The Times, ST’s fl agship 
publication. Begun in 1994, the newspaper has 
been recognized in this category multiple times 
– including fi rst-place awards on two occa-
sions.  This year, the judges issued high praise: 
“Outstanding job of not only keeping readers 
informed, but also providing some context and 
overview. . .”

• First place in the news reporting category 
for ST’s Sean Clancy for his coverage of the 
2006 Preakness in the news reporting category 
while writing for Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 

ST wins prizes in horse publications contest

Photographer Deirdre Davie sent 
some action shots from a recent trip 
to Mongolia. 
In her words, the fi ve-step process 
of breaking a wild horse takes fi ve 
steps: 1. Pick  horse; 2. Tie on 
saddle; 3. Get on; 4. Stay on; 5. It’s 
broke. Total time: 10 minutes.The 
racing can get pretty exciting, with a 
short walk/trot to the start and then a 
sprint to the fi nish line. The jockeys 
appear to be between 5 and 10 years 
old, no helmets, most ride bareback.

Mongolia Racing
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 PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

 Since 1976

 Georgianna H. Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Alex Van Alen
Jeb Hannum

 View all our fi ne properties at 
w w w . t h e c o u n t r y p r o p e r t i e s . c o m

EDGMONT / RADNOR HUNT – New Listing!

Beautiful new home / nearly 7 acres in 
Radnor Hunt Country / access to 
walking/riding trails, woodlands 

and small creek
$1,995,000

WILLISTOWN – RADNOR HUNT

“Gable Hill Farm” with immaculate 
brick home / Radnor Hunt Country

4 acres / 4 stall barn / riding ring
& fenced paddock

$1,695,000

WILLISTOWN – RADNOR HUNT

33 acres of conservation land with
2 existing homes / 1800’on 

Crum Creek / pool / superb location
$4,500,000

CHESHIRE HUNT

Prime location of 44 eased acres in heart 
of Cheshire Hunt country / 

18th c. house & gorgeous fi elds
$2,900,000

CHESHIRE HUNT

“Pennbrook Farm” / 35 acres
19th c. house / 24 stall barn / riding ring

ideal location adj. to New Bolton
$2,600,000

CHESHIRE HUNT – New Listing

29 acres / barn with large apartment; 
16 stalls; indoor arena.  Ideally set up 

for equine operation!  
$1,398,000
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“Beresford Gallery – The Saratoga place to be” 
August: 145 Union Ave., Saratoga NY • 518-583-4523

Beresfordgallery.com • 610-347-1247

Join us on the Porch
Watch Famous Artists Paint!

Whitney Post Parade by Wende

 Last year, Mixed Up went to Saratoga with some-
thing to prove. Did he belong in steeplechasing’s top 
tier? Could he run with the likes of Hirapour? Was he 
the next in a long line of Bill Pape/Jonathan Sheppard 
stars?

Yes, yes and yes.
Twelve months later, the 8-year-old goes north as 

the horse on everyone’s mind, thanks to Grade I wins 
in the 2006 New York Turf Writers Cup and the 2007 
Royal Chase. The Saratoga steeplechase season will in-
clude seven races worth an estimated $576,000, with 
a race every Thursday (plus one Wednesday, Aug. 29) 
at the six-week meet which begins July 25.

Mixed Up will fi rst detour to Philadelphia Park to 
take on Pennsylvania-breds in the $75,000 Flatterer 
July 28 (where Mixed Up should be about 1-5 to re-
peat his win in the 2006 race) and then take his act to 
the Adirondacks for a potential Turf Writers encore 
Aug. 30.

Sheppard called his horse a tougher version of the 
2006 model.

“He’s gotten stronger at the longer distances 
through seasoning and experience,” said the trainer. 
“He’s probably lost a little bit of his acceleration, but 
by the same token if he’s substituted that with stamina 
that’s not such a bad thing. He’s sharp and good and 
we’re happy with him.”

Mixed Up ran just once this spring, handling Good 
Night Shirt and Paradise’s Boss, among others, in the 
April’s Royal Chase at Keeneland – thereby skipping a 
testing match with McDynamo and Sur La Tete in the 

Iroquois the following month. Good Night Shirt upset 
the Iroquois, leaving the path to the Eclipse Award 
open for Mixed Up. A Turf Writers win would make 
him the clear leader heading into September.

As in 2006, Mixed Up will fi rst run at Philadelphia, 
where he won by 2 lengths under 158 pounds last 
year. This time the weight assignment will reach 164, 
but Mixed Up faces a similar fi eld and Sheppard used 
a July 7 fl at start at Colonial Downs in the Da Hoss 
Stakes as a fi nal tightener.

“I’m glad he had that race because it will serve him 
well,” said Sheppard. “He just didn’t really quicken 
when he got room, but that’s OK. He got what we 
wanted out of it.”

• While Mixed Up waits for the Turf Writers, the 
rest of the stakes horses will turn up in the $80,000 
A.P. Smithwick Memorial Aug. 9. And it’s a familiar 
bunch as spring novices Orison, Best Attack and Or-
say move into open company. All three prep at the 
Saratoga Open House July 22 and all have solid Sara-
toga form on which to rely.

Best Attack got the last move this spring with a 
win over Orison at Radnor, and also defeated Orison 
at Saratoga in 2006. Owned by Sally Radcliffe, the 
6-year-old took a three-week vacation in trainer Bruce 
Miller’s fi eld and should return fresh.

“That’s a pretty good group of novices he’s been 
running against so I think he’ll be competitive,” said 
Miller. “If he runs well in the Smithwick, he would do 
better in the longer races so I’d be pretty excited about 
the Turf Writers.”

Orison won the Carolina Cup early in the season, 

then lost his next two including a game second to Best 
Attack at Radnor. Owned by EMO Stable and trained 
by Doug Fout, the 5-year-old ran twice at Saratoga 
last summer (fi nishing second and third in quality al-
lowance starts).

Fout will also aim Gliding, who won the Temple 
Gwathmey in April, for a Saratoga stakes – just not 
the Smithwick. The New Zealand import will wait for 
the Turf Writers later in the meet.

To the Northway
Mixed Up leads Saratoga steeplechase caravan

BY JOE CLANCY

See SARATOGA next page 

Matt Goins
Mixed Up heads for the winner’s circle at Keeneland in April.

 Saratoga Steeplechasing 2007
Thursday, July 26 ............  $68,000 optional claiming hurdle. NW1X or horses entered to 
be claimed for $30,000. 2 1/16 miles.

Thursday, Aug. 2 .............  Steeplechase Jockeys Challenge Cup (in memory of Jonathan 
Kiser). $70,000 novice hurdle. For horses which have not won over hurdles before Jan. 1, 
2007. 2 1/16 miles.

Thursday, Aug. 9 .............  A.P. Smithwick Memorial. $80,000 Grade II hurdle stakes. 
2 1/16 miles.

Thursday, Aug. 16 ...........  $68,000 optional claiming hurdle. NW1X or horses entered to 
be claimed for $30,000. 2 3/8 miles.

Thursday, Aug. 23 ........... Michael G. Walsh Memorial. $70,000 novice hurdle. For horses 
which have not won over hurdles before Jan. 1, 2007. 2 3/8 miles.

Wednesday, Aug. 29 .......  $70,000 optional claiming hurdle. NW2X or horses entered to 
be claimed for $40,000. 2 3/8 miles.

Thursday, Aug. 30 ...........  The New York Turf Writers Cup. $150,000 Grade I hurdle 
stakes. 2 3/8 miles.

Need......
Business Cards?
Letterhead?
Banners?
Signs?
Brochures?

Postcards?
Murals?
Lawn Jockeys?
Tervis Tumblers?
Consulting Help?

STPUBLISHING, INC
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“He just had his fi rst work back and 
will probably run on the fl at somewhere 
fi rst,” said Fout, who would prefer not 
to run Orison and Gliding in the same 
race. “Gliding will like the distance of 
the Turf Writers a little better.”

Armata Stable’s Orsay won a Sara-
toga allowance last summer and came 
back to defeat Best Attack at Great 
Meadow this year before fi nishing third 
in the Radnor stakes. Trained by Tom 
Voss, the 6-year-old must be considered 
a threat off his recent steeplechase form 
and back class on the fl at.

The open-stakes newcomers will 
have to tangle with a veteran in multiple 
stakes winner Preemptive Strike, who 
also has Saratoga on his agenda. Owned 
by Polaris Stable, the 9-year-old fi nished 
second to Paradise’s Boss at Nashville in 
May and would be a major threat with 
a repeat of that effort. He towers over 
most of the potential Smithwick starters 
in experience, and brings an X-factor 
with his dashing early running style. 
Trainer Sanna Hendriks opted not to 
run her horse in the Zeke Ferguson at 
Colonial Downs.

“It’s a little hard to do both Colonial 
and Saratoga because of the schedule 
and the shipping,” said Hendriks. “He 
ran great at Nashville, got a little time 
off, and has now had two works with 
three more to go. Hopefully he’ll be 
about right. He ran so well at Nashville, 
was nice and settled and jumped beauti-
fully that I’d like to get him to repeat 
that.”

• Beyond the stakes division, the usu-
al suspects are loaded with contenders. 

Fout brings top allowance horses Di-
ego Cao and Dark Equation – both re-
cent winners at Colonial – plus Pukka, 
a potential starter in the optional claim-
ers. English import Chess Board could 
also make an appearance.

The Voss barn could have The Loop-
er (who bagged two allowances at Sara-
toga in 2005) for the stakes division 
plus the standard string of allowance 
types and recent maiden winners. 

Sheppard’s 2007 Spa lineup might not 
be as deep as last year’s, but he’ll likely 
have two runners for each race, taken 
from his contingent of Dr. Bloomer, 
Divine Fortune, Sermon Of Love, Prep 
School, John Law, Lead Us Not and 
Sparkled. Distaffer Sweet Shani could 
even take a stab at the Smithwick.

“Dr. Bloomer has the ability to go on 
to the next level,” Sheppard said of the 

recent Colonial Downs maiden winner. 
“Divine Fortune I like quite a bit too.”

Dr. Bloomer and Prep School each 
won on the fl at at Saratoga in 2006, but 
will try for a different sort of win this 
year.

Sheppard’s stable lost several poten-
tial starters to recent injuries including 
Zeke Ferguson winner Moneytrain, al-
lowance horse Fra Diavolo and stakes 
winner Meadow.

Leading trainer Jack Fisher won’t 
bring either of his major stakes horses, 
Good Night Shirt and Paradise’s Boss, 
but will be in Saratoga action with the 
likes of dual 2006 winner Rum Squall. 
Fisher also has qualifi ed maidens Ho-
nolua Storm, Fantorini and Orpington 
in the barn. The fi rst two are on the card 
at the Open House July 22 in separate 
maiden hurdles.

Trainer Kathy McKenna will be 

back-and-forth between her Pennsylva-
nia base and Saratoga with several po-
tential runners. Veterans River Bed (al-
ready a four-time winner this year) and 
Toughkenamon could make some noise 
in the optional claimers while Meneef 
will also look for a race. Weather might 
play a big role in her decision making.

“I ran (Meneef) on Iroquois day 
but he didn’t appreciate the give in the 
ground. I think he will like it more on 
the fi rm side,” she said. “I’ll probably 
look for a spot for Toughkenamon to-
ward the end of the meet. I’m hoping 
those annual rains hit toward the end of 
the summer, as they always seem to do. 
He needs about 6 inches of muck in the 
ground.”

Like McKenna, Arch Kingsley did 
not get Saratoga stalls but will look to 
participate, possibly with the likes of 
Kill Devil Rum, a recent New York-

bred fl at winner.
“I hope to get there,” he said. “Sara-

toga is the pinnacle of the year, so I 
would love to be there, but ultimately 
you have to let the horses dictate if you 
run. I have always said if I am shorter 
than 10-1 I’d love to run.”

NOTES: NYRA added another race 
to give steeplechasing seven for the meet, 
and boosted the purses throughout 
Saratoga, hurdles included. First-level 
optional claiming/allowance races are 
now worth $68,000 with the second-
level novice races reaching $70,000. 
The Aug. 29 optional claiming/allow-
ance, for horses which have not won 
two races “other than” will also carry 
a $70,000 purse . . . The “other than” 
conditions were extended to include fi lly/
mare steeplechases so Saratoga could 
see a few distaffers in action as well.

TheTimes / Steeplechase & Eventing www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, July 20, 2007  •  7

Founded in 1884

A Leading Lender in Chester County 
for the Preservation of Open Spaces and Farmland

The Main Office
King & Warren Avenues, Malvern, PA 19355

610-647-0100

East Whiteland Branch
140 Lancaster Avenue, Frazer, PA 19355

610-647-0106

FDIC E.O.E.

THE NATIONAL BANK 
OF MALVERN

LYDIA WILLITS BARTHOLEMEW
Chairman of the Board

Saratoga –
 Continued from previous page

 Like The Times? 

Support our 
advertisers.

Or become one.



8 • TheTimes / Steeplechase & Eventing www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, July 20, 2007

Colonial 
Period

Eddie Graham used to be the guy on the end of 
the shank, leading in winners for trainer Bruce Miller. 
Along the way Graham met Charley and Susan Stritt-
matter, Miller clients who run horses as Clorevia Farm 
and tasted major success with stakes-winner Popular 
Gigalo among others.

The Strittmatters are still in 
the game and so is Graham – only 
this time he’s the trainer.

“Bruce and I had been trying 
to buy 2-year-olds and bring them 
along,” said Charley Strittmatter. 
“A few years ago, we didn’t get 
one and then the following year 

we didn’t get one. He said he was getting older and 
wanted better horses and horses that weren’t quite as 
much work as 2-year-olds you had to bring along. My 
budget didn’t allow that so I decided to try some of 
these young trainers.”

Graham got the fi rst call, and has built that into 
three Clorevia horses. The latest, Great Gusto, won 
the steeplechase opener at Colonial Downs June 17. 
The 4-year-old battled with Slip Away through much 
of the race and took over when that one fell before 
drawing off to win by 3 3/4 lengths. Jody Petty rode 
the winner, who prepped for the win with a second on 
the fl at at Penn National two weeks earlier, and had 
fi nished third twice in maiden hurdles this spring.

“He’s pretty consistent, and has run pretty well,” 
said Graham. “He’s been a little immature mentally so 
we’ll go with the fl ow with him.”

Great Gusto is the third Clorevia horse to race for 
Graham, joining Focus On A Star (who won on the 
fl at last year) and Big Boo Boo (third at Middleburg 
in hurdle debut and the namesake of another Clorevia 
horse). The rest of Team Clorevia includes new trainer 
Paul Rowland (Dynasilk, who’s coming back from an 
injury) and a continued relationship with Miller (2007 
allowance winner Udeman).

“We’ve really had fun with our horses this year – 
everyone’s doing a great job,” said Strittmatter.

Graham, 36, rents fi ve stalls from Rowland at Burley 
Cocks’ former barn near Unionville, Pa., while also 
exercising horses for trainer Sanna Hendriks.

Graham’s work ethic, evident even as an assistant 
trainer, sold Strittmatter from the start.

“We have a great relationship; he keeps in touch 
and the horses are running well,” said the owner. 
“He’s got the ambition and energy, and you can tell 
he enjoys what he’s doing. He’s working hard and I 
admire that.”

• Brigadoon Farm’s Diego Cao (Matt McCarron) 
improved to 2-for-4 in his short steeplechase career 
with a powerful victory in the June 17 steeplechase fea-
ture, a $20,000 optional claiming hurdle. The 5-year-
old came from well off the pace to catch pacemaker 
Illusionary at the top of the stretch, before drawing 
away from Irish Actor to win by 8 1/2 lengths.

Purchased last summer, the New Zealand import 
wound up on the B squad last fall with sore feet but 
has made up for lost time in 2007 with a maiden win 
at Aiken in March and a runner-up effort (to Hip Hop) 
at Charlotte sandwiching a loss at Stoneybrook when 
the saddle slipped.

“He’s a pretty serious horse,” said trainer Doug 
Fout. “Glue-on shoes have helped him and he was a 
little too rank early on. Now he’ll settle which is good. 
He looks like he’ll be OK.”

• Two weeks after stablemate Diego Cao impres-
sively handled allowance foes at Colonial, Dark Equa-
tion turned the trick in a $20,000 optional claimer 
July 1. A year ahead of Diego Cao, Dark Equation 
broke his maiden and chased some good ones (Mixed 
Up and Orsay) last year for Fout and owner Peggy 
Steinman. 

This year started quickly with a nice training fl at 
win at the Carolina Cup and then a solid third vs. al-
lowance company at Middleburg. 

Then came Colonial, where Dark Equation ad-
vanced up the rail on the fi nal turn and outkicked

Dynaway late to win by 4 3/4 lengths, with Swoop 
And Soar third.

“We did a wind operation on him last fall and it 
made a huge difference,” said Fout. “Plus he’s a little 
older, and his jumping’s a lot better.”

A win always feels good, but McCarron liked his 
horse’s response.

“He always had talent, but it’s all a confi dence is-
sue with him,” said the jockey. “The day he broke 
his maiden, he was more talented than them. He ran 
really well in the Pennsylvania-bred stakes last year 
(second to Mixed Up) but he was not aggressive in 
his races. He was great to ride, just not very aggres-
sive. I’m sure the wind operation helped, but he’s more 

Virginia is for jumpers
Coady Photo

Great Gusto (Jody Petty) jumps a fence early in his maiden hurdle win at Colonial Downs June 17.

Coady Photo
Diego Cao (Matt McCarron) stalks the pace in his 8 1/2-length 
allowance win at Colonial June 17.

COLONIAL DOWNS

June 17 – July 15

BY JOE CLANCY

Steeplechasing

See COLONIAL DOWNS page 10 
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A STAUNCH ADVOCATE OF LAND EASEMENTS
LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS SINCE 1967

Middleburg, Virginia 20118
Please Call John Coles at (540) 687-5522

THOMAS AND TALBOT REAL ESTATE

HORSE LANE

Orange County Hunt Horse Lane Elegant Georgian
Manor on 108 acres Remarkable views Pool Pool
House  10'+ 12' ceilings Hand hewn beams 5 bay
garage w/office above 10 stall center aisle barn with
apt. 2 tenant houses 7 paddocks               $9,750,000

LOWER BROAD HOLLOW FRIENDSHIP HILL

BROOK HOLLOWBOXLEY FARMTAKARO FARM

COLD CRICK MARKHAM WILLOWS

LAUGHING DOG FARMHIGH THICKET

Orange County Hunt Near Middleburg 234 acres 4
bedroom Large kitchen Lovely woodwork 10 ft.
ceilings Walnut floors 8 fireplaces 3 car garage 18
stall center aisle barn 2 bedroom apartment 6 pad-
docks 2 fields Machine shed                   $8,500,000

Piedmont Hunt Territory Brick manor house on 124
rolling acs. w/mtn. views 7BR 7 BA 3 half BA 4 FP
2 master stes. Hi-speed internet  Library Finished

basement  Elevator Pool w/pool house Turnkey farm
Great location Tenant houses Barns $5,000,000

Middleburg Hunt Territory 63 private acres 5
Bedroom w/1st flr master Family room with fire-
place 3 car garage Large screened porch overlook-
ing poolw/waterfall 7 stall barn Fenced paddocks 2
ponds Loc betw. Middleburg &Leesburg $2,495,000

Fabulous country estate on 37+ gorgeous acres
Magnificent gardens in idyllic setting Heart pine

floors 5 FP Gourmet country kitchen Brick terrace
overlooks pond & riding ring Sep. off/apt. 4 stall
center aisle stable Riding ring Pond         $2,775,000

Piedmont Hunt Territory Exquisite horse facility
with 3 barns Belmont Barn Carriage Barn Center
aisle Barn 3 bedroom stone cottage 3 BR  & 2 BR
apartment  5 paddocks 4 large fields 33 total stalls
and more all on 91+ acres                                $2,975,000

Orange County Hunt Beautiful 4 Bedroom 4
Bath home on almost 50 acres with exquisite
landscaping Guest house Manager's house

Tennis court Deck overlooking pond Indoor
pool & more                                  $2,450,000 

Old Dominion Hunt 87 ac. farm in Markham Exquisite
views from 180 degrees Wrap-around porch Scrnd
porch Gourmet kit. 10' ceils. thruout Finished
bsmnt terraced gardens Lge pond  3 BR tenant hse
Lge barn & equip. shed &  more                  $2,350,000

Thornton Hill Hounds Hunt Territory  in Rappahannock
County 113 acres in easement Elegant brick Manor
Home Indoor heated swimming pool Guest
Apartment 5 stall barn w/tack room Laced with Trails
Dramatic views of Old Rag Mountain       $2,200,000

Piedmont Hunt Territory Reduced price
Brick contemporary  home 52 acres 3 bed-

room 3 bath  Lovely  gourmet kitchen Formal
dining and living rooms Office Study

Sleeping Porch  Pool Paddocks    $1,950,000

Exquisite custom built country French manor in
Middleburg Hunt Territory 8 private acres Features over
7000 sq ft of spectacular living space Marble floors
3FPs Chef's kitchen  Custom millwork Fabulous pool
Gorgeous landscaping Pristine condition     $2,350,000   

COBB HOUSE

Offers subject to errors, omissions, change of price or withdrawal without notice.  Information contained herein is deemed reliable, but is not so warranted nor is it otherwise guaranteed.

J O H N  C O L E S
“A Horseman Specializing in Virginia Horse Properties”

www.THOMAS-TALBOT.com
Over 400,000 hits per month, which

includes visits from 43 countries 

Shoemaker SchoolRd. -150 acs. Great conservation
easement tax incentive Large stream Mtn views
Open &wooded                                          $4,750,000

Ramey Rd. -72 acs. Rolling land Great views Great
conservation easement tax incentive Easy access to
route 66 5 prcls.                                                $1,972,200
Creels Ln. -75 acs. Very private In V.O.F easement
Surrounded by open space easements Near The

Plains in Orange County Hunt Territory       $1,200,000
Middleburg Land - .5 acs. Last vacant commercial
lot in Middleburg on Jay St. and Federal St. $1,400,000

LAND
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confi dent than he was and you can tell 
– they’ve done a great job on the farm 
with him.”

• Step 1: Nice, educating run in fi rst 
hurdle start. Step 2: Win easily. Step 3: 
Who knows? Calvin Houghland’s Dr. 
Bloomer completed the second step of 
his steeplechase career with a lopsided 
win in a $15,000 maiden hurdle at Co-
lonial July 1.

The winner raced near the pace of 
King Hoss early and stormed away on 
the fi nal turn to win by 11 1/2 lengths 
for trainer Jonathan Sheppard. Dr. 
Bloomer (James Slater) and runner-up 
Fantorini came out of the same maiden 
hurdle at Nashville in May and fi nished 
in the same order. They were second 
and third (behind Planets Aligned) that 
day, but easily moved up at Colonial. 
Jellyberry was third.

A three-time winner on the fl at for 
owner/breeder Marablue Farm, Dr. 
Bloomer moved from seventh early to 
challenging for the lead simply by stay-
ing on the inside around the fi rst turn. 
The 6-year-old took over leaving the 
backstretch, again without much en-
couragement, and was well clear at the 
fi nish.

“Without consciously doing it, he 

took me there on the fi nal bend,” said 
Slater. “I took a look back and everyone 
else was riding. I wasn’t, which is a nice 
feeling.”

Slater was impressed with Dr. Bloom-
er’s improvement from Step 1 to 2.

“His big problem at Nashville was 
he was green with his jumping,” said 
the jockey. “He ran really well and was 
switched off when being able to hold 
him was my biggest concern. They obvi-
ously did a good job with him schooling 
at Camden because he grew up a lot in 
between races.”

 • Brianne Slater knows good horses. 
As Sanna Hendriks’ assistant, Slater has 
been on the left side of champion Mc-
Dynamo throughout his prolifi c career. 
From Far Hills to Camden, Slater and 
the three-time champion have made an 
inseparable team as McDynamo reeled 
off 14 wins on the way to the top of the 
sport’s leading earners. For Slater, there’s 
only one McDynamo. But in the fi rst race 
at Colonial July 15, Second Approval, a 
gray maiden earned his way next to – or 
maybe above – the great McDynamo, at 
least in Slater’s roll call.

Second Approval was Slater’s fi rst 
offi cial runner as a trainer and owner. 
After 2 1/4 miles of precision, he was 
her fi rst offi cial winner. Owned and 
trained by Slater and ridden by her 
husband, James, Second Approval re-

moved all doubt in the eight-horse race, 
stalking longshot Seaside Salute before 
waltzing home to win by a comfortable 
5 3/4-lengths over Orpington (Xavier 
Aizpuru) and King Maximus (Richard 
Boucher).

After the race, Slater skipped the tro-
phy presentation and kept to her task, 
leading the son of Lasting Approval to 
the test barn.

“It feels differently because he’s my 
baby. I love to win but it’s defi nitely 
much sweeter when it’s your own and 
you’ve done all the work,” Slater said. 
“We took a shot with him, touch wood, 
he’s turned out OK. It was all of my 

savings, it was a bit of a gamble. James 
wasn’t too keen on the idea but he won 
at Plumstead (Point-to-Point) fi rst time 
out. He didn’t beat much but he showed 
that at least he had a little bit of ability – 
then James liked the idea better.”

Purchased this winter from J.B. Secor, 
Second Approval made his jump debut 
at High Hope, fi nishing second to Bold 
Turn before trying to maiden claimers 
over the Delaware Park turf this sum-
mer. He fi nished third twice before going 
back to the jumps, where he was sent off 
the favorite and never had an anxious 
moment, giving Slater a big smile on the 
way home.

“James and I do everything, we have 
a lot of long days, especially when he 
gets done at Sheppard’s at 4 o’clock,” 
Slater said. “It’s the fi rst racehorse I’ve 
owned. To be honest, Joe Cassidy is a 
lot of the reason I bought him – he’s a 
friend of ours, he said he really liked the 
horse. If it wasn’t for him, I would have 
never bought him. I went and looked at 
him and James jumped him, he had a 
really nice way of going and I decided to 
take a shot. Ultimately I’d like to train 
one day, but it wasn’t something I was 
desperately seeking. It just kind of hap-
pened.”

NOTES: The fi rst six races saw fairly 
steady wagering handle with an aver-
age of better than $62,000 per race 
compared with $58,000 (an increase of 
nearly 7 percent) for the fi rst six races in 
2006 . . . The fans were fi guring out the 
jumpers as well with all six winners so 
far being the fi rst or second choice.

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
Dr. Bloomer (James Slater) glides to the fi nish with an easy allowance win at Colonial July 15.

Coady Photo
Dark Equation (Matt McCarron) gets a victory 
at Colonial July 1 for owner Peggy Steinman.

GO TO 
THE WHIP!

GO TO 
THE WHIP!

Open 11:00am ~ midnight | Closed Tuesday
1383 North Chatham Road | West Marlborough, Pennsylvania 19320 | 610.383.0600

www. t h ew h i p t a v e r n . c om

The Whip is a traditional English pub voted Best English Pub 
in County Lines Magazine and selected “Best of Everything” 
by The Kennett Paper. Classic pub fare and a bit of American 

nosh as well. A fine selection of beers and ales, too.

Colonial Downs –
 Continued from page 8

NATURAL PRE RACE
Cures and Prevents Colic
ULCER PROBLEMS?
PICKY EATERS?
Proven Herbal Supplement

100% CURE GUARANTEE

 WILL NOT TEST

BLEEDING
PROBLEMS?

DON’T GIVE UP!
Proven Herbal Supplement

Stops Bleeding Immediately

THE ORIGINAL
CHINESE HERB

  WILL NOT TEST

Call ABBEY ROAD at (248) 521-2221 or fax at (248) 324-3605  www.abbeyroadpresents.com

TIED UP?
World famous UNTIE. 28 years proven results. All natural ingredients. Con-
tains no drugs. WILL NOT TEST! Prevents tie-up in horses, increases oxy-
gen levels in the blood, effectively treats contacted tendons, epiphysitis and 

other infl ammatory or arthritic conditions. Odds are... That the horse on UNTIE will cover more 
ground per stride with less work than others, thus improving your odds for winning!

Increases red cell count for greater oxygen supply • Carries away lactic acid and carbon dioxide
• Stops tying-up by lowering high SGOT • Stores energy for release during high performance 
exercise • Decreases muscle soreness • Increases appetite WILL NOT TEST TUNE-UP™

 NEW  
100%

GUARANTEED
ALL NATURAL

Chinese
Pain Killer

Powder on feed - works instantly

Limited supply...
Stock up now for the season
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 Colonial Downs Results
New Kent, Va.

Sunday, June 17. Turf: Firm.
1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. GREAT GUSTO L 145 Petty 7.60 5.80 3.20
2. FERSHAW L 145 McCarron  4.40 3.00
3. MOST BOSSEST L 145 Dowling   3.40

Exacta (4-2) $21.20. Trifecta (4-2-8) $222.20.
4. SILENT VOW L 140 Mackenzie
5. TIPASTAIRE  140 Zimmerman
6. WESTCLIFFE L 144 W. Haynes
7. TENACIOUS RHYTHM L 154 Young
F. SLIP AWAY L 145 C. Murphy
PU. HADDIX L 154 Rafter
PU. SEASIDE SALUTE L 149 Cooney
Mgn: 3 3/4. Time: 4:08 1/5.
O: Clorevia Farm. T: Edward Graham.
B. g. 4 Gulch-Kris It Is, Kris S.
Bred by T. F. Van Meter & J. R. McDonald (KY).

3rd. $20,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
NW $12,000 once (otmc) or clm. price $20,000.

1. DIEGO CAO (NZ) L 156 McCarron 8.20 4.40 3.80
2. IRISH ACTOR L 143 Young  14.60 11.00
3. PLEASANT PICK L 156 Ryan   5.00

Exacta (10-5) $123.40. Trifecta (10-5-2) $ 958.20.
4. NAJJM L 143 Petty
5. CRADLE WILL ROCK L 148 Hodsdon
6. UDEMAN L 156 Aizpuru
7. DUKE OF EARL (IRE) L 147 Dowling
8. ILLUSIONARY L 147 Rafter
9. LOCAL TREASURE L 138 W. Haynes
F. STALL SWAPPER  147 McVicar

PU. WATER HUNTER (GB) L 151 Traurig
PU. DYN IN TEXAS  146 Zimmerman
Mgn: 8 1/2. Time: 4:07 4/5.
O: Brigadoon Stable. T: Doug Fout.
Dk. B./Br. g. 5 Cape Cross (IRE)-Daulomani (NZ), Dance Floor.
Bred by W. M.Oliver, K.L. Parsons & Mrs. Y. D. Pennell (NZ)

Sunday, July 1. Turf: Firm.
1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. DR. BLOOMER L 154 Slater 4.00 4.00 2.40
2. FANTORINI L 154 Aizpuru  5.20 3.20
3. JELLYBERRY L 146 C. Miller   3.60

Exacta (12-11) $24.00. Trifecta (12-11-6) $73.80.
4. DUBAI SUNDAY (JPN) L 144 W. Haynes
5. KING HOSS L 154 C. Murphy
6. CHANGE COURSE L 154 Young
F. READY TO ROCK (NZ)  154 McCarron
PU. CRYPTIC QUEST L 154 Doran
PU. CUSE  154 J. Murphy
Mgn: 11 1/2. Time: 4:07 2/5.
O: Calvin Houghland. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
Dk. B./Br. g. 6 Fantastic Fellow-Fantastic Bloom (VEN), Imperial 
Ballet (IRE).
Bred by Marablue Farm (FL).

3rd. $20,000. Optional claiming hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
NW $12,000 once (otmc) or clm. price $20,000.

1. DARK EQUATION L 152 McCarron 7.20 4.40 4.20
2. DYNAWAY L 152 C. Murphy  6.40 5.80
3. SWOOP AND SOAR L 147 Young   7.80
Exacta (7-12) $43.80. Trifecta (7-12-9) 880.20.
4. DUKE OF EARL (IRE) L 147 Dowling
5. CHURCH GHOST L 146 J. Murphy
6. DESERT VIGIL L 147 Petty
7. SUMMERSVILLE L 151 R. Haynes
8. BUCKEYE WONDER L 156 Slater
PU. CORRUPTION L 151 Massey

PU. LOOKING BEST L 151 Aizpuru
PU. NAJJM L 143 Boucher
Mgn: 4 3/4. Time: 4:08 1/5.
O: Beverly Steinman. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 6 Polish Numbers-Night Risk, Wild Again.
Bred by Derry Meeting Farm & London Thoroughbred Services (PA).

Sunday, July 15. Turf: Firm.
1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. SECOND APPROVAL L 154 Slater 5.80 2.40 2.10
2. ORPINGTON L 154 Aizpuru  3.80 2.60
3. KING MAXIMUS L 154 Boucher   2.80

Exacta (4-1) $16.60. Trifecta (4-1-5) $50.60.
4. CHATANZY (NZ)  154 McCarron
5. TENACIOUS RHYTHM L 154 Young
6. WESTCLIFFE L 144 W. Haynes 
7. YELLOW TAVERN L 145 Rafter
8. SEASIDE SALUTE L 154 Cooney
Mgn: 5 3/4. Time: 4:09 1/5.
O/T:  Brianne Slater.
Gr./Ro. g. 5 Lasting Approval-Pink Classic, Sky Classic.
Bred by Diane Perkins (KY).

3rd. $50,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 1/4 miles.
The David “Zeke” Ferguson Memorial (Gr. III)

1. MONEYTRAIN (GER) L 146 Hodsdon 3.20 3.60 2.20
2. CLASS VANTAGE L 142 Boucher  7.00 5.00
3. CHARLIE WHISKEY L 146 C. Murphy   3.40

Exacta (3-5) $22.60. Trifecta (3-5-2) $66.40.
4. SWEET SHANI (NZ) L 146 McCarron
5. SUPER FAME L 146 Aizpuru
6. SWIMMING RIVER L 146 Young
PU. UNDERBIDDER L 150 Slater
Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 4:01 3/5.
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 8 Platini (GER)-Miss Esther (GER), Alkalde (GER).
Bred by R. Kuhne (GER).

Coady Photo
Second Approval (James Slater) fl ies a fence in his maiden win 
at Colonial July 15.

 Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
 Carl Rafter .............................. 43 10 2 10 $130,600 .23
Matthew McCarron ................ 55 9 11 5 220,160 .16
Paddy Young .......................... 53 9 9 10 196,974 .17
Xavier Aizpuru ........................ 40 9 6 3 214,412 .23
Chip Miller .............................. 38 7 9 3 248,725 .18
Jody Petty .............................. 30 7 2 6 170,350 .23
Danielle Hodsdon ................... 39 6 7 8 273,450 .15
James Slater .......................... 41 6 6 2 91,150 .15
Jeff Murphy ............................ 22 3 4 0 85,350 .14
Blake Curry ............................ 11 3 1 2 49,625 .27

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
  Jack Fisher ............................. 65 13 15 9 $512,555 .20
Sanna Hendriks ...................... 39 12 3 5 245,000 .31
Jonathan Sheppard ................ 64 11 10 9 346,500 .17
Kathy McKenna ...................... 43 10 3 9 128,150 .23
Doug Fout .............................. 58 9 10 7 256,635 .16
Tom Voss ............................... 41 5 5 6 124,450 .12
Arch Kingsley ......................... 22 4 3 4 85,006 .18
Paul Rowland ......................... 30 4 2 0 61,250 .13
Neil Morris ............................. 25 3 5 1 93,650 .12
Bruce Miller ............................ 20 2 5 3 124,474 .10

NSA Standings
TOP 10 THROUGH JULY 21

Rafter Fisher Hendriks Pape

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
 Augustin Stable ...................... 27 10 1 3 $160,300 .37
Sonny Via ................................. 8 1 4 2 152,493 .13
Bill Pape ................................... 8 2 2 1 121,975 .25
Hudson River Farm ................ 11 3 0 4 100,875 .27
Irv Naylor ............................... 27 3 5 2 100,050 .11
Brigadoon Stable .................... 16 3 3 4 97,125 .19
Kinross Farm .......................... 25 3 5 1 93,650 12
Ann Stern ................................. 6 3 1 1 88,212 .50
Calvin Houghland ................... 21 1 4 2 74,974 .05
EMO Stable ............................ 11 2 1 0 71,400 .18

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
  Good Night Shirt ...................... 2 1 1 0 $118,643 .50
Mixed Up .................................. 1 1 0 0 95,475 1.00
Paradise’s Boss ........................ 3 2 0 1 69,912 .67
Salmo ....................................... 2 1 1 0 63,600 .50
Orison ...................................... 3 1 1 0 61,500 .33
River Bed ................................. 5 4 0 1 61,000 .80
Best Attack ............................... 3 1 1 1 57,900 .33
Irish Prince (NZ) ...................... 2 2 0 0 57,000 1.00
Gliding (NZ) ............................. 3 1 0 1 54,375 .33
Seafaring Man .......................... 2 1 0 1 47,500 .50

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
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NEW KENT, Va. (July 15) –  Danielle 
Hodsdon galloped back on Moneytrain 
and had one comment for trainer Jona-
than Sheppard. 

“I hope he doesn’t run against Mixed 
Up,” Hodsdon said.

That’s how good the German-bred 
8-year-old ran July 15 in the Gr. III Zeke 
Ferguson at Colonial Downs, a race he 
dominated on paper and on the race-
track. Mixed Up, winner of the Royal 
Chase at Keeneland this spring, reigns 
as the big horse around Sheppard’s 
barn. Hudson River Farm’s Moneytrain 

is the enigma – tons 
of talent on top of 
apple-sauce legs. 
When he’s right, 
he wins and war-
rants comparisons 
to the best in the 
sport. Moneytrain 

jumped impeccably as he tracked long-
shot Swimming River throughout the 
2 1/4-mile stakes, before cruising to 
the lead on the turn, rolling to a 3 1/2-
length win over Class Vantage (Richard 
Boucher) and Charlie Whiskey (Cyril 
Murphy). Even Sheppard couldn’t help 

putting a measuring stick on the Fergu-
son performance.

“If you could get a proper campaign 
into him, without any setbacks, he 
could be as good as anything out there. 
I’m not saying Sur La Tete and McDy-
namo, but right behind them – a Mixed 
Up type,” Sheppard said. “He’s very 
impressive training, he’s got speed, bril-
liant jumper, a quality horse. And he’s 
been training well.”

It’s that last line that has always been 
the problem. Tendon trouble has cur-
tailed his career to just four hurdle starts 
since arriving from Germany in 2003. In 
2004, he won a Colonial allowance by 
12 lengths, setting a course record for 
the now-shelved distance of 1 7/8 miles. 
Instantly anointed as a wise-guy’s horse 
for that year’s Ferguson, Moneytrain 
didn’t make it as leg trouble scrapped 
that plan and he missed the race and all 
of 2005 as well. Moneytrain made his 
fi rst start since that allowance score in 
last fall’s Noel Laing, fi nishing second. 
Sheppard was all set to run him in the 

Colonial Cup, but he was lame on the 
morning of the race, forcing Sheppard 
to scratch the son of Platini. 

“He’s had tendon problems and last 
year he had this mystery thing before 
the Colonial Cup,” Sheppard said. “Dr. 
(Kevin) Keane put it down as a strain to 
the tendon above the back of the knee. 
I didn’t even know the tendon went up 
that far. Now he seems fi ne. He still 
could have a couple of good years, it’s 
not like he’s over-raced.” 

Put back in training this winter, Mon-
eytrain made his 8-year-old debut in the 
Gr. III Marcellus Frost at Nashville, fail-

ing by less than two lengths to Paradise’s 
Boss and Preemptive Strike. Both horses 
had preps while Moneytrain was mak-
ing his fi rst start of the year. That race 
served as the perfect springboard to the 
Ferguson, the fi rst time he’s been able to 
put together back-to-back to races since 
running at Cheltenham and Aintree in 
England during the spring of 2003. 

“Right now he’s ahead of where he’s 
ever been before, it was a very good 
race at Iroquois,” Sheppard said. “Re-
alistically this was level weights and not 

Don’t Just Bet 

On Racehorses, 

Own Racehorses

With West Point Thoroughbreds you can own a percentage

of a high-potential racehorse, at a fraction of the cost

WESTPOINTTB.COM

800.578.9684

This advertisement is for 
informational purposes only 
and is not an offer to sell securities.

On, Off Track
Moneytrain steams to stakes win,
heads back to bench with injury

COLONIAL DOWNS

Zeke Ferguson Stakes

BY SEAN CLANCY

Steeplechasing

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
Moneytrain (left, Danielle Hodsdon) rates behind Swimming River early in the Zeke Ferguson.

See FERGUSON next page 
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quite top horses, he probably should 
have won if everything went right but 
you never dare let yourself think that or 
you’ll jinx yourself.”

Hodsdon was thinking the same 
thing. 

“It’s a little more nerve-wracking 
when you’re the best bet,” Hodsdon 
said. “I thought Charlie Whiskey and 
a couple of others could be tough if 
my horse didn’t show up or something 
went wrong, but he obviously likes this 
course. He’s been in Camden so he’s 
used to the heat. I thought he ought to 
be primed for it.”

Like a hot-rod Lincoln. 
Moneytrain performed fl awlessly 

throughout the Ferguson, accelerat-
ing into his fences like he was pulled 
by a magnet. When it was time to put 
away Swimming River, Moneytrain dis-
patched him with ease and always had 
a measured margin on the game Class 
Vantage. 

“Had we been able to continue 
with him as a 5-year-old and he stayed 
sound, he could have been any kind of 

horse,” Hodsdon said. “This is the fi rst 
time we’ve been able to put two races 
together, now we have to keep our fi n-
gers crossed that he can get to Saratoga, 
even though I hate to run him against 
Mixed Up.

Moments after the Ferguson, Shep-
pard leaned on a counter inside the Co-
lonial Downs grandstand and dared to 
look ahead.

“Off the top of my head, obviously 
Mixed Up for the Pennsylvania-bred 
race and this horse for the A.P. Smith-
wick, then see about the Turf Writers,” 
Sheppard said. “But chances are, as 
fragile as these animals are, they might 
not get there.”

Two days after the Ferguson, Shep-
pard called Steeplechase Times to report 
that Moneytrain was likely fi nished for 
the year.
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Moneytrain pulls away with a convincing stakes victory for Hudson RIver Farm.

Ferguson –
 Continued from previous page

 Virginia Fall 
Race Meet 

(fi rst weekend in October) 
seeks energetic, 

highly motivated person 
to be the offi  cial 

Race Secretary and 
Marketing Coordinator. 

Applicant must have knowledge 
of steeplechasing. 

This is a part-time position 
with tremendous 

potential for growth. 

Salary and offi  ce space provided. 

Mail resume to: 

Virginia Fall Race Meet, 

P.O. Box 1187, 

Middleburg, VA 20118 

Or call and 
leave message 

at (540) 364-4523.

HELP 
WANTED

Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh
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NSA SUMMER RACE SCHEDULE
Sunday, July 22 .........................................................Saratoga Open House (two races).
Thursday, July 26 .......................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).
Saturday, July 28 ...............................................................Philadelphia Park (one race).

$75,000 Flatterer Stakes for Pennsylvania-breds
Sunday, July 29 ...................................................................Colonial Downs (two races).
Thursday, August 2 ....................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).
Thursday, August 9 ....................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).

$80,000 A.P. Smithwick Memorial (Gr. II)
Thursday, August 16 ..................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).
Thursday, August 23 ..................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).
Wednesday, August 29...............................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).
Thursday, August 30 ..................................................Saratoga Race Course (one race).

$150,000 New York Turf Writers Cup (Gr. I)

NSA FALL RACE SCHEDULE
Saturday, September 29 ..............................................Shawan Downs, Hunt Valley, Md.
Sunday, September 30 .................................................. Foxfi eld Fall, Charlottesville, Va.
Saturday-Sunday, October 6-7 ...........................................Virginia Fall, Middleburg, Va.
Saturday, October 13 .......................................................Genesee Valley, Geneseo, N.Y.
Saturday, October 13 .......................................................... Morven Park, Leesburg, Va.
Saturday, October 20 .................................................................. Far Hills, Far Hills, N.J.
Saturday, October 20 ......................................... International Gold Cup, The Plains, Va.
Saturday, October 27 ....................................................................Aiken Fall, Aiken, S.C.
Saturday, November 3 ...........................................Callway Gardens, Pine Mountain, Ga.
Saturday, November 3 .............................................. Montpelier, Montpelier Station, Va.
Sunday, November 4 ..........................................Pennsylvania Hunt Cup, Unionville, Pa.
Sunday, November 18 ..........................................................Colonial Cup, Camden, S.C.

 NSA crafts new rules
for portable timber fences

National Steeplechase Association 
safety advisor Barry Watson recently 
created a list of characteristics for por-
table fences to be used on the circuit. 

Three main recommendations were 
made as general rules:

• Portable fences should have the 
substance and appearance of a perma-
nent fence.

• Portable fences should have the 
stability of a permanent fence.

• Portable fences should break like 
permanent fences.

Three types of portable fences – 
board, post-and-rail and log – were 
discussed and the specifi cs (material, 
length, width, height, anchors, etc.) of 
their construction were noted. The NSA 
intends to have a structural engineer 
review the design of these three fences 
and their recommendations will be in-
corporated into the design criteria. The 
structural review may not be completed 
until after the 2007 fall race season.  

The recommendations were drawn 
from a May 30 meeting in Butler, Md., 
that included Watson, NSA senior 
steward Ross Pearce, SOTA represen-
tative Anne Hambleton, NSA stewards 
advisory chairman Dwight Hall and 
horsemen Charlie Fenwick Jr. and Jack 
Fisher.

National Sporting Library
offers research fellowship

For those interested in the three Rs 
– reading, writing and riding – the Na-
tional Sporting Library has an opportu-
nity not to be missed.

The library has established a fellow-
ship in the name of John H. Daniels, 
a long-time friend and supporter, that 
will provide fi nancial assistance and 
housing to recipients as they make use 
of the library’s collection of materials. 
Located in Middleburg, Va., the library 
is a center for research in horse and 
fi eld sports, including the history of 
Thoroughbred racing in America and 
abroad.

Throughout his association with the 
library, Daniels endorsed an annual fel-
lowship program that would attract top 
scholars. He and his wife, Martha, do-
nated a spectacular collection of 5,000 
sporting books in 1995 (including a 
book on dueling, dated 1523).

The library’s holdings are particu-
larly strong in the history of Thorough-
bred racing, fl at and steeplechase alike. 
These include racing periodicals such as 
the American Turf Register and Sport-
ing Magazine (from 1829 onward), 
The Blood-Horse, the American Racing 
Manual (from 1915 onward) and Daily 
Racing Form chart books (from 1909 
onward). Important original manu-
scripts include works by John Hervey 
on Man o’ War and Neil Newman on 
Belair Stud, as well as the research pa-
pers of Peter Winants, former director 
of the National Sporting Library and 
author of numerous books on the his-
tory of steeplechase racing. Among re-
cent acquisitions are the Woolums Col-
lection of more than 3,000 books and 
periodicals, including stud books from 
every country in the world that features 
Thoroughbred racing, and the papers, 
research materials and sketches of the 
noted equestrian painter Richard Stone 
Reeves. Among the library’s 16,000 
volumes are scores of rare editions, 
housed in the F. Ambrose Clark Rare 
Book Room.

Researchers are asked to submit an 
application proposing a research project 
to be conducted at the library, and must 
demonstrate in their proposals what 
collections and books they will consult. 
Application materials and instructions 
can be obtained from the library’s web 
site (www.nsl.org) or by contacting Fel-
lowship Coordinator Elizabeth Tobey at 
fellowship@nsl.org or (540) 687-6542 
ext. 25. University faculty, museum 
curators, journalists and independent 
scholars and writers are all encouraged 
to apply. The application deadline for 
2008 fellowships is Sept. 30, 2007. Suc-
cessful applicants will be notifi ed by the 
end of December.

Dear SOTA Members:

As president of Steeplechase Owners and Trainers Association, it is my job to 
represent the horsemen’s interests. It is my goal to increase steeplechase rac-
ing opportunity. Below is a brief update.

1. Fellow trainer Ricky Hendriks and 
I met with Delaware Park Horsemen’s 
Association President Bessie Gruwell. 
She was receptive and seemed willing 
to a jump race there, however Dela-
ware Park management would have to 
agree as well. I reported this to NSA 
President Franny Abbott who was go-
ing to follow up with Delaware Park. 

2. I spoke with Susan Beachell who 
runs the Fair Hill Races. Together with 
Joe Davies and Frank Hopkins she 
seemed determined to prevent use of 
the course from January to race day 
which would signifi cantly improve 
the course for the races in May. They 
seem driven to make it a successful 
venue, and expressed interest in creating an additional day of racing, which 
would be great.

3. SOTA board member Laura Thiel Shull is conducting interviews with some 
of the southern meets we have lost to fi nd out what happened in hopes we can 
prevent it from happening again. Block House Races director Warren Rauhofer 
was very grateful to Jeff Teter for his help and wished he had a manual to tell 
him how to set up jumps. Barry Watson has a big job in keeping all the race 
meets informed and seems to take a lot of pride in his work. He seemes on it!

4.  In conversations with NSA Director of Racing Bill Gallo, I suggested an 
additional maiden claiming race at Colonial Downs on an off weekend. Bill 
carded the race and took entries, but the race did not adequately fi ll – in part 
due to the short notice. Thanks to Bill, Saratoga added another race which is a 
big plus. Thank You!

5. Ricky Hendriks spoke to Penn National about steeplechase races and Bill 
Gallo made a follow-up call which sounded like a positive initial step.

On a fi nal note, I saw jockey Robbie Walsh galloping a horse at Fair Hill recently, 
and looking good. Kudos to Gus Brown for putting on a successful fund raiser 
to help Robbie and other injured jockeys. Hopefully it can come to further good 
use. Keep fi ngers crossed for a million-dollar steeplechase in 2010.

Have a great summer! Pay your membership dues!

Kathy McKenna

Kathy McKenna – President      Laura Thiel Shull – Vice President
Gary Baker – Executive Director and Secretary

For More Information:
SOTA

c/o W. Gary Baker
P.O. Box 2122, Middleburg, VA 20118
(540) 687-3455 • www.sotaonline.org

Jim McDonald
Alicia Murphy

Tom Voss
Anne Hambleton
Sharon Sheppard

Arch Kingsley

Cort Marzullo
Neil Morris

Richard Valentine
Bruce Haynes
Lee McKinney
Ted Thompson

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors
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What’s it like to ride different horses with different ap-
proaches to racing?

Financing shouldn’t be a hurdle.

farmcreditequine.com

Proud sponsor of the
2006 Maryland Governor’s Cup Series

“Serving all of rural America”

“You just switch gears depending on who you’re riding. With one, you might be worried about 
the horse running off or getting too strong early and your job is to get him to relax. Sometimes, 
you have to work at it. With another one, you might want to break sharply, put him in the race 
and keep him in the bridle all the time. Those kind can be too relaxed, and they’ll get them-
selves too far out of it. It’s all a matter of feel, knowing the horse if you’ve ridden him before and 
making the right decisions.”



16 • TheTimes / Steeplechase & Eventing www.st-publishing.com  •  info@st-publishing.com Friday, July 20, 2007

ST Bulletin
Board K W

Walker, P. I .
Walker Party Invitations 

custom creative design & printing 

party invitations, stationery & thank you’s...logo design...calligraphy...  
advertisements...business cards...addressing & mailing services

Katie Walker * 484.883.2917
ktwalker@verizon.net * WALKERPI.COM

CUSTOM EQUESTRIAN FOOTING

High Performance High Performance Riding and Training SurfacesRiding and Training Surfaces

1-877-536-9572   1-877-536-9572   
www.equestrianfooting.comwww.equestrianfooting.com

FOOTING
CUSTOM EQUESTRIAN

A Division of Stancills Inc.

All-Weather Surfaces All-Weather Surfaces 
Indoor/Outdoor ArenasIndoor/Outdoor Arenas
Hot Walkers Hot Walkers 
Training TracksTraining Tracks

Race Tracks 
Consulting

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton – Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA  19375

ANIMAL FEEDS
Animal Feeds & Supplies

Hay Straw Shavings
* Quality Service *

8-6 Weekdays • 8-2 Saturday • Phone 610-486-6369

~ Serving All of Central MD & Southern PA ~ 

MASSAGE IS A PROVEN PERFORMANCE ENHANCER! 

Natural Relief for Horse & Hound, LLC 

Patty Bianca, ESMT, CCMT, RMT 

Massage Therapy and Energy Work for 
the Animal Athlete or Pampered Pet ... 

410-756-5391 Taneytown ~ 410-840-3385 Baltimore 

My back
hurts!

ThermoHorse®

Equine Thermography

 Onsite thermal imaging 
to monitor training stress & saddle fi t
717-529-2158
info@thermohorse.com  ◆  Deb LaBerge  ◆  Cochranville, PA

?

 Business Card advertisements are $50 for one insertion,  $35 each for fi ve or more.
Call 410-392-5867 to place your ad.

CFG

KAREN D. POORE
Senior Partner

CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE, NEW ENGLAND SECURITIES

100 West Rockland Rd.
Rockland, DE  19732
Offi ce: 302-993-1283
Fax: 302-993-0156

BRANCH OFFICE:
16 Campus Blvd. – Suite 200
Newtown Square, PA  19073

Offi ce: 610-325-6100

EMAIL:  kpoore@cfg.nef.com

Beth Parcell EvansBeth Parcell Evans
Oil Paintings ofOil Paintings of

Horses, Dogs & WildlifeHorses, Dogs & Wildlife

609-466-2573609-466-2573

evansequineart.comevansequineart.com

bethparcellevans.combethparcellevans.com“Hunt Staff”“Hunt Staff”

Coady Photo/Jeff Coady
Steeplechase winner Cat’s Revenge (5, Danielle Hodsdon) 
prevails in an allowance turf race at Colonial Downs.

“Beresford Gallery – The Saratoga place to be” 
August: 

145 Union Ave.
Saratoga Springs NY

518-583-4523
Beresfordgallery.com

610-347-1247
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Must have been some discussion 
in the jocks’ room at Colonial Downs 
July 7-8 as the valets read off the jockey 
list: “Delgado, Pimentel, Karamanos,
Santagata, Garcia, Hodsdon, Quinones 
. . . wait a minute, Hodsdon? This isn’t 
a jump race, is it?”

It wasn’t, but the 2006 National 
Steeplechase Association champion 
changed tack and rode in races of a dif-
ferent color on the weekend. Saturday, 
she steered Mixed Up home sixth in the 
Da Hoss Stakes – simply a tuneup for 
future steeplechase stakes, but a fl at race 
nonetheless. Hodsdon went one bet-
ter the next day when she steered Cat’s 
Revenge to a win in a $28,000 allow-
ance for trainer Janet Elliot. A hurdle 
winner in 2006, the 6-year-old rolled to 
the front around the fi nal turn and held 
off favorite Desert Thunder by a half-
length while getting the 1 1/2 miles in 
2:32.21.

Hodsdon loved the opportunity, but 
was a decent choice given her experi-
ence in races of 2 miles or more. Elliot 
had seen Hodsdon’s name alongside 
Mixed Up in the Saturday entries, and 
made a mental note.

“I wasn’t actually sure I was riding 
until after scratch time,” said Hodsdon. 
“She just wanted somebody with expe-
rience in a longer race, which I have. I 
still ended up moving too soon because 
I was worried about getting stopped be-
hind horses, but he ran really well and 
dug in when he needed to.”

Hodsdon has ridden in a number fl at 
races, picking up a win at Penn Nation-
al several years ago and capturing a few 
amateur-rider events, but steeplechasing 
is her game. Still, a decent allowance 
fl at on a Sunday at Colonial Downs was 
something new.

“That was a nice allowance race – 
good racing,” she said. “But it’s not that 

much faster (than a steeplechase). It felt 
like a good jump race where six horses 
are running at the end and coming to-
gether.”

Hodsdon tacked 119 pounds, which 
required a little bit of dieting compared 
to weights in the 140s and 150s for stee-
plechases. 

“I had to work at that a little, not 
that I couldn’t eat, but from Tuesday 
on I had fi sh and vegetables only,” she 
said. “That might not be a hardship for 
some guys, but it was different for me. I 
craved a baked potato all week.”

The biggest difference?
“That horrible, little, tiny saddle,” 

Hodsdon said. “I know that some of the 
jump guys are used to riding over jumps 
in those things but I couldn’t do it. Rid-
ing a race without jumps felt strange 
enough.”

• Hodsdon’s victory wasn’t the only 
news for steeplechase participants (see 
companion article), but the biggest win 
by a jump person this summer went to 
Maryland-based trainer Tom Voss.

He sent out Always First to a Grade 
III stakes score in the $200,000 Stars 
And Stripes at Arlington Park July 4. 
The English-bred, owned by Char-
lie Noell’s Merrifi eld Farm, ran down 
gutsy pacesetter Cloudy’s Knight in the 
stretch to score by a nose and further 
position himself among the elite turf 
horses in the country.

Always First came into the race off 
a second in the Louisville Handicap at 
Churchill Downs in May and the Elk-
horn Stakes at Keeneland in April and 
could start next in Saratoga’s Grade I 
Sword Dancer.

Your children may have the summer 
off, but your friendly neighborhood 
steeplechase trainers – and their horses 
– have been far from idle this season, 
scoring wins up and down the East 
Coast on the fl at.

Jumpers star
in new roles

Hodsdon, others pick up fl at wins
BY JOE CLANCY

locustgrovedesign@gmail.com

R. Lewis Vannote      610-742-1807
P.O. Box 704, Unionville, PA  19375

Locust Grove    Garden Design

landscape design 

& 

consultation

Can’t make it 
to the races?

Visit 
www.rjhracing.com

Results every 
30 minutes

MidAtlantic Horse Rescue
Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization

Healthy sound young rescued
thoroughbreds always available.

Find your next star here!

BE A PART OF THE
SOLUTION!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
PO Box 403 • Chesapeake City, MD 21915

302-376-7297

Donations tax deductible & greatly appreciated

Tod Marks
Kill Devil Rum (right, winning a training fl at at the Queen’s Cup in April) moved up to win a 
New York-bred maiden at Belmont Park July 11.

Virginia’s Colonial Downs is a natural day trip for the Mid-Atlantic trainer (when the traffi c 
cooperates), and Virginia-based Jimmy Day has certainly enjoyed his trips thus far. 

Triple Dip topped an unusual double there last month by breaking his second maiden in six 
weeks. Joe Henderson’s 4-year-old, who picked up his fi rst jump win in the 2 1/2-mile opener at 
the Virginia Gold Cup, ventured to Colonial June 15 and notched his fi rst fl at win. Bettors didn’t 
do their homework – any horse cutting  back in distance for a 12-furlong race should be con-
sidered – and Triple Dip returned $41.20. Indeed, the fi rst four fi nishers were steeplechasers, as 
Tax Ruling, Mark The Shark and Red Letter Day fi lled out the $1,473 all-jumper superfecta.

Meshwaar knows all about troubled trips. Entered in a maiden-claiming hurdle at Fair Hill, 
his van got into an accident en route and he missed the post. Having enjoyed a smoother ride to 
his next event, Meshwaar responded with a 1 1/8-mile fl at score for Day and owner Randleston 
Farm July 6.

Divine Fortune broke his maiden for Jonathan Sheppard and Bill Pape at Radnor in a Sport 
of Kings maiden hurdle, then ventured to Colonial July 1 to break his other maiden at 9 furlongs 
on the outer turf.

Kill Devil Rum, third to Divine Fortune in that one, motored up to his home state 10 days later 
and took a $47,000 New York-bred maiden for trainer Arch Kingsley and High Hope Stable.

• The Colonial program often looks like the invitation list at a jump jockeys’ ball and the trainer 
standings are no different. Through July 17, Sheppard had seven wins (including two over jumps) 
at Colonial to place fi fth on the leaderboard, while the steeplechase-connected Graham Motion 
(11 wins) Speedy Smithwick (six) and Patrick Nuesch (fi ve, from just 11 runners) were also on 
the board.

Doug Fout took a turf allowance with Peggy Steinman’s Fund Broker, in addition to two of the 
fi rst four Colonial steeplechases. Don Yovanovich has a pair of scores at the Colonial meet.

Tom Voss surprised the board with Back To Even, who took a $30,000 allowance at 14-1 
under Javier Castellano June 16. 

Bruce Haynes won a turf maiden with English-bred Kapak for Gail Force Racing July 17.

• The action wasn’t all at Colonial Downs. The First State has seen its share of steeplechas-
ers in the winner’s circle, with Voss taking a Delaware Park maiden with War N’ Honor and 
Sheppard and Augustin Stable teaming up for a pair of allowance wins there as well.

Over at Philadelphia Park, Sanna Hendriks brought out Augustin’s Auction Watch, who broke 
his maiden June 19 then wheeled back 11 days later to win a $40,000 allowance. Ricky Hen-
driks won a $25,000 claiming fl at there July 15 with Debra Kachel’s Clickitorticket. The 5-year-
old son of Pulpit should be comfortable in Philly; he was bred by Fitz Dixon.

– Jamie Santo

Colonial kind to ’chase connections
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MVP Stable .........................Ernie Moulos
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$276,387
Holly ................................Winfi eld Sapp
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Northern Gale ..........................................$7,600
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$260,575

Pony Up Stable ...................Ashley Monroe
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Class Deputy .........................................$10,950
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$238,362
Twelfth Night Farm ........ Nicholas Schweizer
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Seeyouattheevent ..................................$31,000
Mark The Shark .......................................$9,250
Footlights ................................................$5,000
Fiscal Storm ...................................................$0
............................................................$233,805

Ms Demeanor .................. Linda Cowasjee
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Irish Prince ...........................................$57,000
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$227,618
Jabberwocky Stables ........Sarah Greenhalgh
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$224,112
3D Stable ............................. Dallas Butts
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Ten Cents A Shine ..........................................$0
............................................................$219,787
Singapore Lions ................. Bill Hutchinson
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................................$219,387
Flight of Fancy Stable ................ Tod Marks
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Lair .................................................................$0
............................................................$216,362
Daring Daughter Stable .......... Pam Hodsdon
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Prep School ..........................................$16,500
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$14,500
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................................$214,975
Little Farm ...................Robert Wasserman
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
Guelph ...........................................................$0
Three Carat ....................................................$0
............................................................$212,887
Lacrosse Rules ...................... Jack Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Ghost Valley ..........................................$22,000
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Ten Cents A Shine ..........................................$0
............................................................$211,443

Try Again ...............................Jim McVey
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Sharp Face ............................................$23,100
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$210,075
Can’t Claim Prize Stable ...........Sean Clancy
Good Night Shirt .................................$118,643
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Rare Bush .............................................$27,000
Jellyberry ................................................$5,100
Straight Gin ....................................................$0
When The Saints ............................................$0
............................................................$208,643
Brookwood  ..........................Anne Clancy
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Ed’s Empire .............................................$8,600
Gold Mitten .............................................$5,400
Miles Ahead ...................................................$0
............................................................$206,387
Dadofthree Stable ....................Joe Clancy
Orison ...................................................$61,500
Best Attack ............................................$57,900
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Planets Aligned .....................................$15,000
Coal Dust ................................................$9,000
............................................................$201,900
Who D’ya Like Ranch .......William Skidmore
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Mr Bombastic .......................................$28,200
Chivite ...................................................$26,974
Diego Cao .............................................$25,500
Slew’s Peak ...........................................$14,500
............................................................$197,042
All4Fun&Fun4All .................... Lulu Verney
Mixed Up ...............................................$95,475
Orchid Princess .....................................$35,000
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Class Vantage........................................$15,000
Big Is Best .............................................$14,200
McDynamo ..............................................$7,500
............................................................$196,925
Steeplestakes.com ..................Van Cushny
Orison ...................................................$61,500
The Bruce ..............................................$46,750
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Pukka ....................................................$15,000
The Looper ............................................$13,500
............................................................$195,250
Genesee Valley Racers ...........Gail McGuire
Paradise’s Boss .....................................$69,912
Riddle ....................................................$31,956
Imagina .................................................$31,500
Swimming River ...................................$29,750
Sur La Tete ............................................$27,000
Wee Highland Star .........................................$0
............................................................$190,118

6
Saratoga in sights for players

Ask any Revolutionary War buff – Saratoga is where you blaze away with your big guns; to win outside Yorktown 
requires siege tactics.

Thus, the summer meet at Colonial Downs isn’t the spot to give your fantasy stable its head. For while sitting 
chilly can be hard on a sweltering Virginia Sunday, it’s the perfect place in the calendar to bide your time. Relax 
your mount, patiently ponder how much ground you still must cover, then try to save a little of it and tuck in to a 
comfy spot on the rail. 

There wasn’t a lot of pyrotechnics among the Pick 6 set. In fact, the fantasy crowd missed its best shot at sum-
mer glory as nobody “owns” Moneytrain, who rolled into the winner’s circle after the Zeke Ferguson to collect a 
$30,000 prize.

Instead, the biggest cyber-earner of the early summer was Diego Cao, whose $12,000 take from a June jump 
score was the biggest deposit in the databank. Twelve grand doesn’t make you number one with a bullet, but it does 
some damage. Sarah Greenhalgh, proud pseudo owner of the New Zealand-bred horse named for a Portuguese 
ship captain, sits sixth on the big board thanks to him. Without his Colonial contribution, she’d be 11th. 

Overall, the summer scores didn’t really affect our leaders. Only two of the Top Ten had any Colonial  breadwin-
ners in their stable – Linda Cowasjee and Tod Marks saw their bankrolls swell, albeit gently, thanks to Swimming 
River’s $1,500 share of the Ferguson purse. Still, it moved Tod from 10th to ninth. And battles have turned on 
smaller things.

Ernie Moulos claims another $50 prize for leading after June. The top 20 stables (through July 21) are listed 
below.

See www.st-publishing.com for complete standings.

PICK 6 FANTASY STABLE GAME

Saratoga in sights for players
W b ff S t i h bl ith bi t i t id Y kt

g g p yg g p y

‘Pick Six’‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E

Coady Photo
Matt McCarron salutes all the Diego Cao owners out there. The New Zealand-bred’s $12,000 win 
check was the biggest purse deposited in the databank all summer.

New YorkNew York
Thank You

The Race For Education
is proud to announce the 

FLEET INDIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP

This college scholarship is 
named in honor of 

FLEET INDIAN, recipient of 
the 2006 Eclipse Award for 
Champion Older Female & 
New York Horse of the Year.

FLEET INDIAN is a Fasig-Tipton sales graduate.

Join us Wednesday August 1, 2007 at Saratoga Race Course for 
Race For Education Day and the FLEET INDIAN Stakes.

• Apply for the 2008 $24,000 FLEET INDIAN Scholarship.
• Meet 2007 scholarship recipient Sarah Jones.
• Enter to win one of two $1000 college scholarships*, sponsored by Taylor 

Made Sales and other prizes.
• Bring this ad to the silks room window at Saratoga Race Course on 8/1/07 to 

receive your free FLEET INDIAN hat and photo autographed by Hall Of Fame 
inductee Jose Santos, while supplies last.

FASIG-TIPTON For more information 
call 866-829-7600 or visit 

www.racingscholarships.com
*students must have a valid college ID to win.
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 It’s 6 o’clock on a hot June Virginia 
morning at Stonehall Farm. Seven rid-
ers and 11 horses for the 2007 United 
States Pan Am eventing team have con-
verged for a week of training with U.S. 
coach Captain Mark Phillips at Karen 
and David O’Connor’s training center 
outside Middleburg. It’s the fi rst offi cial 
training session in preparation for the 
Pan Am Games in Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil at the end of July. The team started 
early to try to beat the heat – and failed. 
The heat is oppressive. The horses im-
pressive – from retirees to present-day 
stars.

David O’Connor’s pair of retired 
international horses, Giltedge and Cus-
tom Made hang their heads over the 
fence near the ring – like two fathers 
watching the next generation of From, 
Nicki Henley, Connaught, McKinlaigh, 
Merloch, Theodore O’Connor, Gryffi n-
dor, Better I Do It, Truluck, Close The 
Deal and Allstar. 

Karen O’Connor is already well into 
her lesson aboard Allstar. The 11-year-
old Thoroughbred fi nished sixth at Jer-
sey Fresh and shows off the potential to 
do more. Big, bay horse with a sharp 
eye, he’s accurate but not polished. With 

O’Connor for just three months, Allstar 
was chosen as an alternate for the team. 
Give him a year.

Phillip Dutton, representing the Unit-
ed States for the fi rst time after three 
Olympics (and two gold medals) while 
riding for Australia, glides into the ring 
aboard Connaught. Dutton, with a look 
of consternation, warms up Connaught 
while Phillips observes his new student 
– like signing a high-priced free agent.

Phillips takes a long look at Con-
naught as Dutton circles over a yellow 
and blue oxer, getting bigger and wider 
after every landing.

“If they all jumped like that, this 
would be easy,” Phillips says.

“Don’t worry, all mine don’t jump 
like this,” Dutton says.

Connaught looks more like an erec-
tor set than an international level horse; 
he’s all angles and moves dramatically. 
Nothing subtle about him, he gallops to 
the fence and then springs at the base, 
up and over like a ping pong ball. 

Dutton jumps what he wants, going 
from oxer to triple to single while coach 
and rider try to conjure up something to 
work on; fi nally Phillips waves his hand 
and tells him to go home. 

Prep School
Pan Am riders tune up for trip
with training session in Virginia

 Eventing News

Emily Daily
From (Stephen Bradley) scales an oxer during the training session in Virginia.

BY SEAN CLANCY

See PAN AM page  21

Passport Farm
Premier Pennsylvania Equine Facility

Situated on 84 acres of Berks County’s finest farmland, this spectacular working horse
farm offers a full array of facilities & amenities for boarding (50 stalls): hunter/jumper
training (220 x 155 indoor with stirrup guard, observation decks, and rubber footing,

250 x 160 lighted outdoor with show building and stands): dressage (Olympic dressage
ring): fourteen pastures: dry lots: three barns and beautiful trails. Also included are a ten

room restored stone farmhouse (c.1758), manager’s apartment, groom’s apartment, 
five offices, conference rooms, garages, paved access roads and parking area, in the center
of one of America’s most beautiful National Register Districts, one hour from Devon &

Harrisburg. Located within 2 miles of the largest horse transport company in US.
Price $2,690,000. Seller financing considered. 

Seller’s residence is also for sale only twenty minutes away.

An Independently Owned and Operated Member of the Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Please Call Jon Kraynak
Associate Broker
Direct 610-408-2120
Cell 610-563-3247
Office 610-647-2600
kraynakjon@aol.com
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We’ve Created We’ve Created 
Something Something 

Noteworthy...Noteworthy...

www.st-publishing.com

Equine Book
Category 
for 2006

“The Best of The Saratoga Special”

STPUBLISHING, INC
364 Fair Hill Drive • Elkton, MD • 410-392-5867

by Sean Clancy & Joe Clancy

Get your copy today through our secure online store at

“Beautifully 
designed and laid 
out, this book would 
be welcomed by any 
horse lover, but especially 
Thoroughbred/track peo-
ple. It employs a good strong 
reporting style . . . 
with a great feel for the horses 
and the sport.  Some of the 
passages are almost lyrical.”

– American Horse Publications

The full-color hardcover book highlights the fi rst fi ve years of ST’s daily newspaper about the Thoroughbred racing season 
in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. and features the work of ST owners Joe and Sean Clancy, staff designer Kevin Titter, photographers 
Tod Marks, Dave Harmon and Barbara Livingston and others. Judges singled out the book for its overall appeal. 

Among its 296 pages, the book features articles from the The Special’s fi rst fi ve years with selections on the Seabiscuit 
book/movie, Hall of Fame trainer Shug McGaughey, legendary horsemen Allen Jerkens and John Nerud, jockeys Jerry Bailey, 
Pat Day, Mike Smith and John Velazquez, and great horses Ashado, Azeri, Point Given, Lost In The Fog, Smarty Jones and 
With Anticipation.
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Delaware Valley Combined Training Association Presentsy g

Horse Trials at Carousel ParkHorse Trials at Carousel Park
Sunday July 15th  &    Sunday August 26th

Carousel Park Equestrian Center, Wilmington, DE

• ELEMENTARY
• BEGINNER NOVICE
• NOVICE LEVELS
• HORSE  • RIDER  • OPEN
• JUNIOR DIVISIONS

REGISTERED USEA EVENT
Prizes Ribbons: 

1st – 8th Place
1st prize in each division: 

Nunn Finer Brushing Boots courtesy of Bit of Britain

Bit of Britain Gift Certifi cate: 1st-3rd place 
Completion Awards for Finishing

CLINIC JULY 7TH & 8TH  
Sally McKechnie 

International Advanced Level Rider
Beginner Novice, Novice 
& Training level Groups 

(up to 6 per group)
Saturday: Show Jumping 
Sunday:  Cross Country
$200 DVCTA members, 

$250 non-members 

CONTACTS:
Mary Grace • 610-857-2785
maryg@yarmouthstables.com
Nancy Winning • 717-629-5425 

www.dvcta.org

Entries Open June 4 and Close July 3 Entries Open July 17 and Close August 14

“It’s good to get the opportunity to concen-
trate on your riding and watch how the others 
ride, and work with the captain,” Dutton says. 
“It’s always been a little bit of a disadvantage 
being the only Australian, kind of coaching my-
self. This is forced, I have to do it, but it’s good. 
If I was left to my own devices, I might come 
up with an excuse and say I can’t do that. I’m 
excited about it.”

While Dutton fi nishes, Stephen Bradley be-
gins to warm up From. The duo starts slow and 
steady and then in an instant, From stretches 
into his fl at work, extending his trot with ease. 
Before jumping, Phillips and Bradley talk about 
different elements of what the horse might need. 
Bradley takes off his spurs, empties his pockets 
and begins to jump.

“He hasn’t jumped a stick since Jersey Fresh,” 
Bradley says to Phillips. 

Not that anyone can tell.
Phillips tells Bradley to be careful on the 

downhill and repeats, uphill, uphill, uphill as the duo 
goes over a vertical plank fence which From hits every 
time. Phillips takes away the ground rail and drops the 
bottom plank – that fi xes it. 

Bradley, who won a team gold at the 2003 Pan 
Ams, is impressed. 

“There are some things that Mark sees and wants 
to make some more changes but he doesn’t want to 
make any big changes, like he says, he doesn’t want 
to reinvent the wheel,” Bradley says. “Mark is really, 
really intuitive to that through all the years. He’s been 
really, really good about dealing with our personalities 
and our strong points and low points.”

Kristin Bachman and Gryffi ndor come next as the 
crowd around the ring has grown to 25, all visoring 
the sun from their eyes and straining to hear what 
Phillips says to his riders. 

Gryffi ndor and Bachman start to jump and Phil-
lips gets right into a lesson, trying to adjust Bachman’s 
position so Gryffi ndor gets softer in the air, allowing 
longer fl ight time and a quieter landing. 

“Think body and voice, no rein,” he says to Bach-
man as Gryffi ndor jumps again and again. 

Phillips puts a rail on the landing side of the oxer, 
making Gryffi ndor peek while landing. The coach and 
the student go back and forth over position, adjusting 
the pelvis region no more than a few inches. The horse 
gets better and better.

After the fi nal jump, Phillips gives Bachman six 
long, deliberate claps of his hands. 

She lets out a sigh, “Thank you,” and heads for the 
barn.

“It’s all the fi ne tuning, hopefully it’s the difference 
between jumping clean rounds and not. It’s why you 
have eyes on the ground,” Bachman said. “It’s a vicious 

circle, what I do with my position affects the 
way he goes, then I feel like I’m fi ghting against 
him. You hope you can go home and work on 
it and hope you can get it seven times out of 10 
times. The education allows you do the other 
things. It’s nice to get those eureka lessons, that 
was one of those, I love those. Those are what 
you look for, to get those little nuggets.”

While Bachman received her lesson, Gina 
Miles and McKinlaigh did fl at work on the 
other side of the ring. Originally, Miles would 
go straight to Florida from her California base 
but then decided to bring her big, 13-year-old 
horse to Virginia.

“It’s nice to be here with the group. I don’t 
know everybody real well, so I’m getting to 
know everybody better and get into the thick of 
things,” Miles says. “This horse is quirky but 
very sweet. He’s like a big baby, thinks every-
body’s after him. He’s fun to ride, I’m a lucky 
girl, I’ve had him since he was 5. I did my fi rst 
advanced, fi rst three-star, fi rst four-star, fi rst ev-
erything – we grew up together. He’s harder to 
ride on the fl at than anything else, he can be 
spectacular but he can also be a big lug, and 

tote me around the ring like a pony clubber.”
Mara Dean, who last rode for the team in the 1996 

Olympics, is known to have the best fl at work on the 
team, the Virginia-based rider guides Nicki Henley 
through his fl at paces before starting to jump. Phillips 
immediately sees one thing to work on and focuses the 
entire lesson on trying to get the horse to land softer 
and slow down. He stands in between two jumps, 
about four strides after an oxer, right in the path.

“You’re going to stop before you get to me,” Phil-
lips says. 

Dean and Nicki Henley jump the oxer and abruptly 
stop before Phillips. The horse, the rider and the coach 
do this over and over, with Phillips coming closer af-
ter every jump, eventually he gets out of the way and 
Nicki Henley melts over the fi rst element and goes to 

Pan Am –
 Continued from page 19

See PAN AM next page

 Final United States Eventing Team
for Pan Am Games

After the training sessions and the eventual withdrawal of Merloch (Bonnie Mosser) 
and Connaught (Phillip Dutton) due to veterinary reasons, the fi nal United States 
team for the Pan Am Games was selected.

Rider Horse Owner 
Stephen Bradley From Bradley and Charlotte Harris
Phillip Dutton Truluck Ann Jones and Shannon Stimson
Gina Miles McKinlaigh Miles, Thomas Schulz, Laura Coats
Karen O’Connor Theodore O’Connor The Theodore O’Connor Syndicate

All team members compete individually, and earn points for the team. Other indi-
vidual competitors from the United States are:
Rider Horse Owner 
Darren Chiacchia Better I Do It Adrienne Iorio
Mara Dean Nicki Henley Willow Bend Farm

Competition began Thursday, July 19, with the horse inspection. Dressage begins 
Friday, July 20 with cross country Saturday and show jumping Sunday.
 
For more information, see http://www.usef.org/panams.



the second jump, six strides away. 
“Land and wait. Land and wait,” 

Phillips says. “We might have to do this 
Sunday morning (show jumping) so 
he’s not thinking about Saturday (cross 
country).”

Dean has seen this trick before.
“David O’Connor has done that 

with him, but not for a while,” Dean 
says. “He’s very strong and very power-
ful and has a little bit of a mind of his 
own. Trying to get him to think about 
landing and waiting rather than landing 
and going, without having me hold him. 
Some lessons are like ‘what’s going on?’ 
That one was pretty obvious.”

Dutton returns for his second lesson, 
this time aboard Truluck, an alternate. 
As Dutton warms up over a fence, con-
sistently getting to the same open dis-
tance, Phillips shouts some advice.

“While he’s warming up, get the oth-
er distance,” he says. 

Dutton buries Truluck at the bottom 
of the fence and the horse rattles the 
rail. 

“Like that,” Dutton says, shaking his 
head. 

“He’ll be perfect the next time,” Phil-
lips says. 

Like Connaught (or is it Dutton?), 
Truluck doesn’t need much as far as 
specifi c lessons go and does his thing 
with ease, picking his way through the 
triple and being dismissed.

As natural and ambivalent as Dutton 
appears, he’s taking it quite seriously.

“Everybody is different but I’m more 
self-taught so I’m not a person who 
needs somebody telling them what to 
do all the time, I think Mark appreci-
ates that,” Dutton says. “It all comes 
back to the basics, if something is go-
ing wrong whether it’s in a high-level 
movement like a fl ying change or a half 
pass, it’s generally a hole in your basics. 
When you say it’s little stuff, little stuff 
means points and gold medals are won 
by less than a point, attention to detail 
is one of the keys to our sport. If each 

rider can improve a few points, it’s the 
difference in a team competition.”

Karen O’Connor rides the pint-sized 
Theodore O’Connor into the ring and 
does her token fl at work before plead-
ing with Phillips to let her jump. 

Finally relenting, Phillips smiles and 
stands back to watch the show. 

Theodore O’Connor saunters to his 
fi rst fence, a vertical on the fi fth hole of 
the standards, he jumps it like it was on 
the 12th hole, springing over it like a 
jack in the box. 

Everybody laughs. 
“I was wrong,” Phillips laughs. “You 

do need the practice.”
It’s hard to tell who likes to jump 

more, the pony or the rider. 
“OK, circles tomorrow,” Phillips 

says. 
While the other riders talk about les-

sons and details, O’Connor’s thinking 
team.

“I’m excited about being on a team 
with Phillip, that will be intriguing for 
me,” O’Connor says. “It’s a real diverse 
mix of people, I wouldn’t say any of the 
six are mates, we’re hugely respectful 
of each other and friends, but we don’t 
hang out together, that’s an interesting 
dynamic, most of the time you have a 
pairing off here and a pairing off there, 
this could be a really strong team be-
cause there is so much cohesion, because 
our starting point is the same place. And 
it’s a highly competitive group of people 
which is really cool. Real Jack Russells. 
We’re a pack.”

By the end of the morning, Bonnie 
Mosser completes her fl at work with 
Merloch while the crowd heads for 
their real jobs and the riders head back 
to their barns. Mosser’s double victories 
at Jersey Fresh, with Merloch and Close 
The Deal, put her on her fi rst team. 
Merloch made the fi rst six while Close 
The Deal makes up part of the alternate 
squad.

“A long time ago, Phillip said ‘don’t 
forget how you got here,’ I learned that 
last summer watching people try to 
change things at the last minute, I tried 
to stay true to my plan,” Mosser says, 
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Riding Glove 
for Hope

The SSG® Glove for Hope features soft cabretta leather and
spandex gussets. It’s designed for durability, comfort and
fit, like all our gloves. That's what you can see and feel! 

Style 7000
Black with pink gussets.  Pearl White with pink gussets.

Sizes: 6, 7, 7 1/2, 8, 9  

Due to the popularity of the original
Riding Glove for Hope we are  
introducing a competition style
with matching gussets.

Style 7100
In black for all types of showing.

Black with black gussets.
In pearl white for dressage.
Pearl white with pearl white  gussets.

Sizes: 6, 7, 7 1/2, 8, 9 

SSG will donate  $2 a pair or equivalent  to Breast Cancer Research in the Country 
of  purchase to provide hope and healing for those touched by breast cancer.  

See your local tack shop, or visit our web site for a dealer near you.

SSG GLOVES
P.O. Box 377, North Boston, N.Y. USA 14110

P.O. Box 28530, Aurora, Ontario, Canada L4G 6S6
Email: service@ssgridinggloves.com • Web Site: ssgridinggloves.com

We do not sell directly to the public.

PEARL

EVENTING

Surefire Farm, 20490 St. Louis Rd., Purcellville, VA

(540) 338-0797  ◆  surefireeventing.com

JAN BYYNY

Lessons / Training / Sales
Beginner Novice through Intermediate Cross-Country Courses

USEA Level IV Certified Instruction
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Pan Am –
 Continued from previous page

Emily Daily
Theodore O’Connor checks out the spectators at the training session.

See PAN AM next page
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Buck DavidsonBuck Davidson
Thanks All His Owners And Supporters!

Ann & Troy Glaus • Jan Smith • Carl & Cassandra Segal • Luke & Sarah Allen • Alec Campbell • Kristen Villeneuve
Jim Fitzgerald • Nancy Bissinger • Carol Davidson • Linda Bammann • Dennis Claremont • Diane Pardee

And His Sponsors!

Available For Clinics, Training and Lessons
Winters in Ocala • Summers in New Jersey

And Wishes Them The Best of Luck in 2007! 352-427-6820

as she loads Merloch on to her trailer. 
“Sure, you have to see how they handle 
a situation but it comes down to how I 
handle it. You don’t realize how big it 
is until you’re in it, you’re representing 
the United States, that’s the country, it’s 
not just about me. But I ride horses for a 
living and I should be able to do it. How 
other people handle things with their 
horses is different than how I would 
handle it.”

•  •  •
If you could learn one thing from a 

team member . . .
Kristin Bachman: “I’m going to say, 

collectively, I’d take the knowledge of 
how to compete at a really big event, to 
keep your cool, to put it all together, be-
cause that’s what I’ve been playing with 
this year. Really being able to have your 
own space, you go to these things and 
you’re competing against the best of ev-
erybody, being new, it’s still hard to go 
in there and go ‘Oh my gosh, this one 

is doing that, this one is doing this. It 
makes me question what I’m doing, to 
have your tunnel and know what you’re 
doing. Stick with what you’re doing. 
That’s the experience of being there and 
doing it. Get the job done, really get it 
done. That’s what I would take. They’re 
decades of team experience.”

Stephen Bradley: “I immediately 
think of two things, I’d love to be able 
to ride on the fl at like Mara does and I’d 
love to have a little bit more of the innate 
ability of Phillip, he’s such a natural at 
it, I know he’s taken a lot of lessons and 
worked with a lot of people but he has 
such common sense of working out the 
details and getting horses to go better, 
it’s almost like Bruce where they don’t 
have to think about it, they just do it.”

Gina Miles: “Just one thing? Prob-
ably, when you’re going into a big thing 
like this, it’s something Karen said a 
number of years ago, ‘Do not let the 
highs get too high and the lows get too 
low.’ Especially when you’re going into 
something like this, obviously, there is a 
chance of great fun, great things, we all 

hope for a gold medal but you have to 
roll with the punches and if things don’t 
work out, don’t get too wrapped up in 
the whole deal. Prepare to do our best 
and do our best.”

Mara Dean: “Phillip Dutton is prob-
ably the most competitive person I know 
and so relaxed about it and doesn’t let 
the stress get to him, I’d love to be able 
to deal with it like him, obviously he 
works hard and is focused but he’s on a 
pretty level keel. I love the talent too, if 
that could come along with it, I’d take 
that too.”

Bonnie Mosser: “They all have great 
qualities. Can I say Mark, the coach? He’s 
the go-to guy, he makes himself available 
all the time, that’s a good quality.”

Phillip Dutton: “What Karen and 
Theodore O’Connor have done and 
achieved together is pretty remarkable, 
it brings it back to the partnership with 
the horse, I don’t think many people 
would believe that she could do that 
with a pony. I probably wouldn’t have 
ridden the horse if they asked.”

Karen O’Connor: “I would want to 
take the calmness in front of a jump 
that Phillip has, he does all the work 
outside the zone. When he gets in the 
zone, he’s completely calm. That quality 
allows his horses the time to jump, even 
horses that otherwise would be knock-
ing down a rail, it gives the horses time 
to jump around that rail and not touch 
them. He’s like that on every level of 
horse. He’s like a hovercraft.”

Pan Am –
 Continued from previous page

Talking Up the Team
United States eventing coach Capt. Mark Phillips took a moment to discuss the team:

 “Having Phillip (Dutton) on our side is certainly good news. Having his experience and his 
professionalism on the team adds a calming infl uence. A realistic infl uence, ‘don’t worry about 
that, doesn’t matter, look this is the only thing that matters.’ He can give good advice to the 
group, not only in the sand box, but also in the stables and everywhere.”

“You can do different things at different times of year. With the developing riders, we obvi-
ously go in more detail and look at the basic structure of what they’re doing. The ones who are 
going to the Pan Ams, you can’t change too much at this stage, confi dence is the main thing now, 
so they feel good about themselves, feel good about their pony, they’re confi dent that they can 
do their job when they get to Rio.”

“I’m lucky. I get to be with some great horses and great riders, fi nding the last 10 percent is 
always the most exciting part. Perfection. So they can do their best in Rio.”

“It’s the fi rst time we tried (the developing riders) this year, working with the Pan Am riders, 
trying to give them insight into their problems, that they’re not the only ones with problems, ev-
erybody works extremely hard with their horses, insight into the veterinary care. In a way, riding 
the horses is the easy part, looking after them is the diffi cult part.”

“The dressage test is a little easier, I’ll defy anybody who says there is no pressure when you 
put that fl ag below your saddle. Once you put that fl ag below your saddle, there is pressure, not 
only do you want to do well yourself but also because you don’t want to let the others down. 
That’s what a team competition is all about.”

“I’m a realist and I’ve traveled around the world, I know what the Brits are doing, I know what 
the Germans are doing, I know what the French are doing, certainly the Australians who are in 
Europe. When you go to the Olympics, there’s always a chance for everybody because someone 
always makes a mistake. There’s less pressure at the Pan Am Games, it’s a three-star and there 
are no Brits, Germans, French, Irish . . . It’s just Australians, New Zealanders and us, you go in 
feeling more confi dent. But if you get over confi dent, you won’t win. The last time we went to 
South America, we did not win the team competition. Because we didn’t do our job properly. It 
was in the early days, 1985 and people made mistakes they shouldn’t have made, whether it was 
over confi dence I don’t know. In the cold light of day now, they would tell you.” 
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