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Strawberry Hill: Swimming River keeps winning  •  Stoneybrook: Water Hunter prevails in feature.
Steeplechase News
Steeplechase News  



 2   

T
he

T
im

es
 /

 S
te

ep
le

ch
as

e 
&

 E
ve

nt
in

g
• 

F
ri

d
a

y,
 A

p
ri

l 
2

0
, 
2

0
0

7

•

  Entries:Entries:
Here’s your newspaper – editor’s note, it’s a little late. The vagaries of publishing, travel schedules, personal 
lives and assorted other variables kept this one in the barn a few extra days. Steeplechase news through 
April 19 (how about that Seafaring Man?) appears here, along with some insights into the eventing com-
petitors at Rolex. There’s also a new look to this publication – which may continue, depending on all those 
variables mentioned above – but we hope you like it. See you on the course.

What’s Here and Where To Find It

PAGES 6-7

Rolex Preview
Get ready for a fi ght. In the absence of superstar Win-
some Adante, the competition will be keen at Rolex. 
David O’Connor helps us evaluate the contenders.

PAGES 9-10

Bruce Davidson
The man has done just about everything there is to do on 
horses – including riding in the Maryland Hunt Cup. At 57, 
he’s a player at Rolex.

PAGE 15,16,18

 Atlanta Steeplechase
Veteran competitor Seafaring Man gets an elusive stakes 
victory for Hudson River Farm, Jonathan Sheppard and 
Danielle Hodsdon.

PAGE 20-21

  My Lady’s Manor
Fappa Fire moves up the ladder to win timber stakes 
for Pack Up Stable, Alicia Murphy and Blake Curry.

PAGE 30

Pick 6
In early returns, photographers Tod Marks and Sarah 
Greenhalgh lead the way – where’s your stable?
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and Eventing
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FORFOR STARTERSSTARTERS
News and Notes News and Notes 
from around the circuit

Worth Repeating
“When in Rome, do as the Romans.”

Trainer Mike Berryman, 
who sported an Atlanta Braves cap at the Atlanta Steeplechase

“Does the horse get anything?”
Young fan watching a winner’s circle ceremony, which included 

trophies for the owner, trainer and jockey, at Atlanta

“That’s an old rider. They never give up.”
Owner/trainer John Griggs, after Chip Miller 

engineered a late-running win by Hip Hop at Atlanta

“My wife comes racing with me for the fi rst time since I don’t know 
how long and they’ve got Tiffany prizes for the jockeys . . . don’t they 
know I’m under enough pressure.”

Jockey Xavier Aizpuru, whose day at Atlanta included a pull-up, 
a fall and a fourth. Oh, and no little blue box for Leigh.

“He’s out with Eagle (Lion), telling lies.”
Eventer Bruce Davidson, on what Little Tricky is up to.

“If the reins were a little bit longer, I’d have stayed on.”
Jockey Richard Boucher, who parted company with 

Riddle (but not without a fi ght) in the Georgia Cup at Atlanta

“Oh, let’s take pictures of the little men.”
Carolina Cup fan Lindsay Ford, 

aiming her camera at the jockeys weighing in after a race

“Call me back when you’re not with your wife so we can really talk 
about it.”

Trainer to amateur jockey, 
who declined an invitation to ride at My Lady’s Manor

A Grand Jumper
Irish-bred Karasi won the world’s richest steeplechase for the the 

third straight year, taking Japan’s Nakayama Grand Jump April 14 for 
jockey Brett Scott and trainer Eric Musgrove. 

The 12-year-old geldng – once advertised for sale in the pages of 
Steeplechase Times – beat out 14 of his juniors over the 4250-meter 
course to prevail by three-quarters of a length over Japanese-bred 
Reward Present. There was little American presence in this year’s re-
newal, as the 15-horse fi eld hailed mainly from New Zealand, Australia 
and Japan, and no U.S. horse was invited. The Irish-bred winner is 
based Down Under.

Storm Seiko, a 6-year-old Kentucky-bred by Charismatic, fi nished 
fi fth, while former Jack Fisher hand Jonathan Riddell, rode Real Tonic 
to a ninth-place fi nish.

Reading Into Things
The Norton Anthology of Poetry hasn’t been the most reliable of 

form books. 
While Keats And Yeats (by John out of William Butler) fi nished 

third at Virginia Fall last year, not since Ozymandias – “king of (the 
sport of) kings” – took the 1986 timber title has the world of verse had 
success in the world of turf. Those seeking NSA winners in 2006 were 
better served by hunch plays on horses named for pop hits (Duke Of 
Earl), NHL goalies (Luongo) and Soviet generals (Zhukov).

But a page was turned at My Lady’s Manor when J. Alfred Prufrock, 
a 7-year-old gelding named for a 90-year-old poem, won the amateur 
highweight timber. 

Those familiar with “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” – T.S. 
Eliot’s maiden effort – probably weren’t busy buttonholing bookies. 
The gelding’s literary namesake is a hesistating fellow, short on confi -
dence but long on self-defeating rationalization.

But while the poem’s Prufrock asked “Do I dare to eat a peach?” 
his equine responded when asked, and would probably love a peach, 
or perhaps an apple.

The poem isn’t entirely devoid of racing knowledge, however, for 
as every steeplechase fan knows:

“In a minute there is time,
For decisions and revisions which a minute will reverse.”

– Jamie Santo

Not Your Basic Training
It is generally assumed that in an NSA training fl at race it’s the 

horse who’s getting ready for bigger and better things. Kiwi jockey 
Isaac Lupton reversed that idea, using his fl at-race experience as 
jumping-off point for a career highlight and a whirlwind world tour.

Lupton led off the Carolina Cup card March 31 with a win aboard 
Dark Equation. Then, not 10 days later, he rode to victory in the Great 
Eastern Steeplechase – not in Eastern Carolina, but South Austra-
lia. After taking the area’s most valuable jump race, Lupton – a New 
Zealand dairy farmer by trade – followed up in grand style, getting a 
mount in Japan’s Nakayama Jump April 14. He fi nished 12th aboard 
No Hero. 

 Take A Number
8: Falls and lost jockeys from 32 jump starters at Atlanta April 14. 

23,300; 22,900; 23,400: Eerily similar annual earnings totals 
for Seafaring Man in 2003, 2004 and 2005. He blew those fi gures 
away with a $45,000 payday in Atlanta’s Georgia Cup.

Tod Marks
ONE, TWO, THREE. As Riddle battled to stay on his feet at Atlan-
ta, jockey Richard Boucher tried to stay in the stirrups. Alas, he 
lost the fi ght and hit the turf a few seconds after the third photo. 
Neither jockey nor horse was injured.
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FOR STARTERS
News and Notes 

Steeplechasing 101
SPONSORED BY MIDATLANTIC FARM CREDIT

Informing The 
Reader About

Seeplechasing
Through The

People On The
Inside Of The Sport

 Q: Do jockeys look for a distance at the jumps when they ride?
A: Like event riders, steeplechase jockeys look for a distance (i.e. a takeoff spot) when approaching a 
fence. Sometimes, the race is too crowded or the pace is too fast to actually see one however and horse 
and jockey rely on instinct. Then again, there are other factors, such as the size of the horse: “ She’s so 
big that I see spots that are too long,” jockey Danielle Hodsdon said recently about Atlanta winner Slew’s 
Peak. “Five strides out I started asking for this spot and then it just wasn’t there. Luckily she gave it to 
me and stayed up. When you realize you’re wrong, it’s too late to take a check, but on a big horse, you 
tend to see a bigger spot.”
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Three of the last fi ve years Win-
some Adante has gone to the Ro-
lex Kentucky Three-Day Event and 
walked home the winner with Kim 
Severson. This year he heads to Bad-
minton for his fi rst crack at England’s 
spring CCI**** and leaves the Lex-
ington, Ky., event completely up for 
grabs.

Get in line eventers, anyone can 
win.

Three-time Kentucky winner and 
2000 Olympic gold medalist David 
O’Connor provided some insight for 
the 2007 event.

“I would think the fi eld is wide 
open,” said O’Connor, “more wide 
open than it has been in a long time. 
There’s not one to beat. There are 
three or four people that could win 
this thing pretty easily, but you could 
easily get a fl uke win.” 

Phillip Dutton represents the Unit-
ed States for the fi rst time at a three-
day event. Runner-up four times at 
Kentucky and also at Burghley, the 
Australian expatriate is the most ex-
perienced rider in the world without 
a CCI**** victory. 

He returns to the championship 
with Irish-bred Connaught (third last 

year) and also rides Tru Luck, a tal-
ented ex-racehorse contesting his fi rst 
four star. 

Both horses went well in their fi nal 
preparations at the CIC*** at The 
Fork April 5-8, fi nishing seventh and 
eighth, respectively.

“Phillip will be in there with Tru 
Luck,” said O’Connor. “I don’t know 
if he’s ready to win it yet but he’ll be 
right there.” 

Like Dutton, Amy Tryon looks for 
her fi rst major win in a career of re-
liable performances. Coming off her 
most successful season to date, where 
she won a bronze medal at the World 
Equestrian Games with Poggio and 
placed fi fth at Blenheim CCI*** with 
Le Samurai, Tryon brings the latter 
to their fi rst CCI**** together. 

“Le Samurai could be in there if 
he’s playing the game on the fi rst 
day and if she can control him,” 
said O’Connor of the independently 
minded 12-year-old Thoroughbred/
Holsteiner cross. “He’s an unusual 
ride, Amy gets him to a place where 
he can jump and she doesn’t mind his 
unorthodox methods.”

The international side of the Ro-
lex ledger looks strong as well.

Heath Ryan and Wendy Schaffer 
ship in from Australia to join Ryan 

Wood, who has been based with 
Dutton in Pennsylvania since March. 
Heath Ryan rides Flame, who won 
the CCI**** at Adelaide last fall and 
Schaffer brings Koyuna Sun Magic. 
Wood and Koyuna Azgard got an 
American run under their belts in 
the Open Intermediate at The Fork 
and have had a number of good trips 
around the Australian CCI events. It 
will be the fi rst Kentucky start for all 
three Australians. 

“Ryan looked impressive on the 
cross country,” said O’Connor. “I 
saw him go at the Fork. All the for-
eigners look pretty good.”

Clayton Fredericks, another Aus-
tralian, is based in England and 
makes the trip with his silver-medal 
mount from the World Equestrian 
Games, Ben Along Time. Polly Stock-
ton’s Tangleman (second in 2003) 
also crosses the pond, as do Mary 
King and the colorful Apache Sauce 
and veteran rider Ian Stark and Full 
Circle II. 

“Polly Stockton – that could be a 
player too,” said O’Connor. “And 
Ben Along Time is a very impressive 
horse and all that good stuff.”

O’Connor’s wife, Karen, winner in 
1991, 1997 and 1999, has two rides 
for the last weekend in April. Both 
bring solid chances, but neither could 
be called a “big” horse.

Theodore O’Connor goes out fi rst 
and will have his work cut out for 
him as he is the fi rst pony to start at 
Kentucky. He is on the right track af-
ter winning a CIC*** at The Fork. 

O’Connor also has Upstage, a vet-
eran four-star horse topping out at 
15.1 hands.

“I think Karen will skip around on 
Upstage – he’s back on form,” said 
her husband. “The pony – she’ll have 
to be careful, he can’t keep up on the 
fi rst day but he can really jump.”

O’Connor feels there are a couple 
of combinations that could pop on 
to the radar screen and be impres-
sive. There are four young riders 
contesting the four-star, and of them 
only Sara Mittleider and El Primero 
have been around the course. Tiana 
Coudray travels from California with 
King Street, local rider Hannah Sue 
Burnett will make her fi rst try with 
Keep The Faith and Emilee Libby is 
fortunate enough to ride her ever-re-
liable Cahir in her debut. 

“I think Emilee Libby is going to 
be competitive, funny enough, even 
though it’s her fi rst four-star,” said 
O’Connor. “She could go out there 
and be really impressive.” 

Sharon White has been around 
the track before (in 2002 with Ready 
About) but she has a horse far better 
rounded in the three phases in Ron-
aldo for 2007. 

“(Ronaldo) is a very impressive 
horse,” said O’Connor. “Sharon has 
been lacking good horses. She’s always 
been a classic cross-country rider. Like 
Bonnie Mosser (who rides Jenga in her 
second trip to the Bluegrass), Sharon’s 
always a bit underrated.” 

 Watch 
Watchers
Fierce competition expected 
for 2007 Rolex Kentucky crown

BY JOANIE MORRIS

See ROLEX next page

Anthony Trollope
Connaught and Phillip Dutton aim for a victory at Rolex Kentucky in the rider’s fi rst event 
representing the American team.

Anthony Trollope
Gryffi ndor and Kristin Bachman hope for some magic at Rolex Kentucky.
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Founded in 1884

A Leading Lender in Chester County 
for the Preservation of Open Spaces and Farmland

The Main Office
King & Warren Avenues, Malvern, PA 19355

610-647-0100

East Whiteland Branch
140 Lancaster Avenue, Frazer, PA 19355

610-647-0106

FDIC E.O.E.

THE NATIONAL BANK 
OF MALVERN

LYDIA WILLITS BARTHOLEMEW
Chairman of the Board

MidAtlantic Horse Rescue
Div. of Paws for Life, Inc., a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization

Healthy sound young rescued
thoroughbreds always available.

Find your next star here!

BE A PART OF THE
SOLUTION!

www.MidAtlanticHorseRescue.org
PO Box 403 • Chesapeake City, MD 21915

302-376-7297

Donations tax deductible & greatly appreciated

Kristin Bachman has seemingly done nothing but 
win since her fi rst trip to Kentucky last spring. That 
trip ended in an unlucky 20 cross-country penalties, 
but this time could be different as Gryffi ndor won the 
American Eventing Championships last fall and the 
Advanced at Southern Pines this spring. 

“She has been very good, looks professional in 
everything she does,” said O’Connor. “You wish the 
horse was three years younger – not that he’s old but 
he just continues to improve. I don’t think she’ll win it 
but she’s a defi nite Top 10 candidate.” 

Other contenders include Becky Holder and Cou-
rageous Comet, who lost the competition in the 
showjumping last year but have been practicing with 

considerable success since. The pair also fared well  at 
Burghley, their fi rst trip overseas, fi nishing 15th.

Jan Byyny and Waterfront continue to knock on the 
door of something big, with three consecutive seconds 
at CCI three-stars. 

Nobody does Kentucky like Bruce Davidson, who’s 
won something at the event 10 times, and has been 
competing at the event since it began in 1978. He 
brings homebred mare Jam to the 2007 edition. She 
makes her second attempt after disappointing in the 
dressage and withdrawing last year. They have been 
practicing ever since, with a fourth at Fair Hill Inter-
national CCI*** last fall and now rarely add anything 
to the fi rst day’s score. 

Regardless of who wins, O’Connor expects tight 
competition. 

“The top fi ve or six could be real, real close,” said 
O’Connor. “Being in the top 10 could be very diffi cult. 
You could be a couple points out of it and be seventh. 
There’s not one to beat.”

Rolex –
 Continued from previous page

 Wednesday, April 25
1 p.m. .......... Cross-country course open
 (Public may walk course; must stay off 

track of course)
3 p.m .................... First horse inspection

Thursday, April 26
9 a.m. .................................Dressage test

Friday, April 27
9:30 a.m. ............................Dressage test

Saturday, April 28
9:30 a.m. .................... Cross-country test

Sunday, April 29
8 a.m. .........Non-denominational worship 

service
8:30 a.m. ..............Third horse Inspection
11 a.m. .............Jumping course open for 

competitor inspection
11:30 a.m. ..............Special presentations
1:30 p.m. ............................Jumping test
3 p.m. .........................Awards Ceremony

Course Walk: SmartPak again hosts a 
course walk. Olympian Amy Tryon will 
lead attendees on a guided tour through 
the cross-country course and discuss her 
strategies for each obstacle. Attendees will 
be able to ask questions along the way. 
Rolex competitor Jan Byyny will join Tryon 
on the walk. Everyone is welcome to attend 
this free event, which begins Thursday at 
1:30 p.m. at the start box of cross-country. 
For more information or to sign up for the 
event contact Rebecca Bennett via email at 
RBennett@SmartPak.com.

TV: NBC will air a one-hour highlight spe-
cial Sunday, May 6 at 5 p.m.

Online: NBCsports.com will present a 
live Webcast of Rolex Kentucky, featuring 
multi-camera coverage throughout the 
course and commentary by Kerry Millikin, 
winner of Rolex Kentucky in 1987. An all-
access pass is available for $7.99. The 
action will be broadcast live at the times 
below, with video-on-demand made avail-
able within 24 hours of the end of each 
event. To sign up, go to http://www.me-
diazone.com/channel/nbcsports.

Thursday, April 26: 
9:30-11:30 a.m and 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Friday, April 27: 
9:30-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 28: 
9-noon and 1:30-4 p.m.
Sunday, April 29: 
1:30-3:30 p.m.

ROLEX SCHEDULE
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 Make room on the Bluegrass Band-
wagon at Rolex Kentucky.

Twenty-year-old Hannah Sue Bur-
nett and Keep The Faith join veteran 
Cathy Wieschhoff and Ocotillo in 
the CCI four-star this year, delighting 
a small group of local eventers and 
eventing fans. The newcomers make 
their debut at this level, and will count 
on the crowd for some energy.

From Finchville, about 45 min-
utes east of the Kentucky Horse 
Park, Burnett has traveled the East 
Coast in preparation for the competi-
tion. A student of David and Karen 
O’Connor and Clark Montgomery, 
Burnett went south for the winter to 
practice in Florida. She had her fi -
nal run at the CIC*** at The Fork 
in North Carolina and then spent the 
last two weeks with Montgomery in 
Virginia.

“I have to travel to get help, either 
to Florida or Virginia,” she said. “But 
Cathy Wieschhoff is here and she’s 
great too.” 

Burnett has carefully worked her 
way to the highest level with her fi rst 
Advanced horse. She and Keep The 
Faith moved through the ranks of 
Pony Club and Young Riders to earn 
a spot in her fi rst four-star event.

“I feel good,” said Burnett. “I’m 
confi dent, I’m really excited and I feel 
very prepared.”

Burnett has been coming to Rolex 
since she can remember and antici-
pates seeing her name in lights.

“I’ve pretty much been every year 
since I was 5,” she said. “Starting 
when I was about 15 I was helping a 
little bit in the 10-minute box, people 
my mom knew.”

Assisting Wieschhoff and Gayle 
Molander gave Burnett her fi rst taste 
of what was really involved in getting 
a horse through a major event like 
Kentucky, but it wasn’t until Keep 
The Faith came along six years ago 
that she began to think riding here 
was a possibility. 

“I’ve always wanted to come,” 
said Burnett. “When I fi rst got Ben I 
thought it would be possible.”

The 16-year-old Thoroughbred 
has partnered Burnett through every 
level. Purchased out of New York, 
he had done a few preliminaries and 
some jumper shows before coming to 
Burnett’s family farm. 

“He’s really talented and brave,” 
said Burnett. “He tries really hard. 
He’s an amazing horse. He has an 
amazing work ethic – he always goes 
to work every day. He tries as hard as 
he can. He does everything he can.” 

The pair placed 14th at the North 
American Young Riders’ Champion-
ships last summer and then attained 

CCI three-star qualifi cation at the 
Poplar Place CIC in September on 
their way to romping around Fair 
Hill International. They placed 20th 
there, successfully qualifying for the 
highest level of the sport. 

Burnett arrived at the Horse Park 
Monday afternoon and she and her 
horse were thrilled to be there.

“He is defi nitely excited and con-
fi dent, but he’s calming down now,” 
said Burnett. “He’s looking for the 
cross-country course. I’m really look-
ing forward to the showjumping. I just 
love showjumping and it will be great 
to get there – to complete the cross 
country and have a healthy horse af-
ter jumping around the course.” 

As fi nal preparations for the com-
petition take place, Burnett’s sees her 
most anxious moment coming Satur-
day.

“I’ll be nervous, but probably 
mostly at the start box, just getting 
out there,” said Burnett. “The an-
ticipation of the start box is a little 
nerve-wracking.” 

Burnett spent some time in college, 
but put her education on hold because 
she felt an opportunity such as Keep 
The Faith was once in a lifetime.

“I went to the University of Ken-
tucky for a semester a couple of years 
ago and then went back to riding,” 
said Burnett.

Burnett found her way into the 
sport through her mother, Sue, who 
has been involved in pony club and 
eventing for years. She has her B rat-
ing and looks forward to hearing 
cheers from fellow pony clubbers, 
friends and family in attendance this 
weekend.

“There’s going to be a lot of peo-
ple coming to watch,” said Burnett. 
“I’m still really involved so there will 
be lots of pony clubbers and lots of 
friends and family. I’m really excited 
to see everyone. People are coming 
from Maryland and my uncle is com-
ing from Oregon.” 

Burnett isn’t sure what happens 
after Kentucky. A 4-year-old horse 
shares the stable with Keep The Faith, 
and she also wants to get some sale 
horses this summer. She knows “Ben” 
is closer to the end of his career than 
the beginning, and will make plans 
one day at a time.

“He’s 16,” said Burnett. “So I 
might do some stuff in the fall but 
we’ll have to see how this goes. He’s 
the only one I’ve ever had and I want 
to do what is best for him.”

 Local Hero
Twenty-year-old rider Burnett 
represents Bluegrass in Bluegrass

BY JOANIE MORRIS

Anthony Trollope
Keep The Faith and Hannah Sue Burnett hope for a good showing in front of the home 
crowd at Rolex Kentucky.

Local riders Hannah Sue Burnett (No. 30) 
and Cathy Wieschhoff (No.23) will 

be in action at Rolex Kentucky. 
Keep an eye out for them 

on the courses and in the rings.

Locust Grove    Garden Design

landscape landscape 

design design 

& & 

consultationconsultation

Photography by Steven Silva / www.facesofamerica.com

locustgrovedesign@gmail.com

R. Lewis Vannote      610-742-1807
P.O. Box 704, Unionville, PA  19375

Now offering soil mixtures.
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Two World Championship titles, 
numerous Olympic medals, enough 
Rolex watches for the entire family, a 
win at Cheltenham, and two tries at 
the Maryland Hunt Cup. Bruce Da-
vidson has accomplished quite a bit. 
And at 57, he’s not fi nished. 

Before he was an eventing cham-
pion, Davidson made two attempts 
at the country’s most famous timber 
race, riding Danny’s Brother for Mrs. 
John Hannum and taking another 
spin aboard timber veteran Appo-
linax for owner George Ohrstrom.

Danny’s Brother pulled up at the 
19th fence behind timber superstars 
Jacko and Fort Devon in 1975. Eight 
years later, Davidson and Appolinax 
fi nished fi fth behind Cancottage.

Davidson grew up on horses. Liv-
ing in Chester County, Pa., he was 
surrounded by racing and point-to-
pointing while riding on some of the 
most hallowed foxhunting ground 
in the country. As a student at Mc-
Donogh School in hunt-happy Mary-
land, Davidson always thought of the 
Hunt Cup.

In 1975, he fi nally got his chance 
to actually participate. The steeple-

chase trial-by-fi re began with a sec-
ond aboard Danny’s Brother in the 
Murray Memorial at the Grand Na-
tional meet in Butler one week before 
the Hunt Cup.

“I was still a kid,” said Davidson. 
“I had very little experience. I had 
maybe point-to-pointed twice and 
then I rode (at Butler) and was sec-
ond in a photo fi nish and that was 
my experience. I went to the Hunt 
Cup every year, watched it and it was 
always a dream, like riding in the 
Grand National in England.”

Davidson said he got the ride on 
Danny’s Brother because Joe Cassidy 
(the huntsman for Hannum’s Cheshire 
Foxhounds) was not accepted by the 
race committee. Cassidy had ridden 
the horse in early season point-to-
points, but Davidson got the call. 

“ ‘Riders acceptable to the com-
mittee,’ it says, so at the last minute 
I was put on him,” said Davidson. 
“He was a real good jumper, but how 
much can you do the week between? 
It wasn’t like I had hunted the horse 
for the season.” 

Davidson’s 1983 mount was a 
Hunt Cup wizard. Trained by Betty Anthony Trollope

Bruce Davidson and Jam make another attempt at Rolex Kentucky, one of the many 
equine achievements of the veteran rider.

Still Jumping
Bruce Davidson keeps clearing fences

BY JOANIE MORRIS

See DAVIDSON page 10

FINANCING AVAILABLE VISA & MASTERCARD 
ACCEPTED

QUANTUM METAL BUILDING SYSTEMS
“Leap to the Future of Steel Buildings”
COLOR ROOF, WALLS & TRIM

ALL STEEL • ALL SIZES

40x40x10 • 40x60x10 • 50x60x10 • 60x100x16

Let Your Next Steel Building Be Manufactured In Kentucky!

1-877-372-2080
www.qmbuild.com

Kentucky’s Only Pre-Engineered Metal Building Manufacturer
Call Now! Mention This Ad & Receive 8% Spring Discount

Commercial • Residential • Churches • Horse Arenas • Storage • Barns
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Bird, Appolinax fi nished third in 
1982 and would follow Davidson’s 
trip with a second in 1984 and an-
other fi fth in 1985.

“I knew him, he’d been around the 
Hunt Cup before,” said Davidson. 
“For a person as inexperienced as I 
was, you couldn’t have had a nicer 
horse.”

Davidson creates personal rela-
tionships with all of his horses, so 
riding for other people isn’t the same 
as riding for himself. 

“Danny’s Brother was a real, real 
quiet horse – leaving the paddock 
they are supposed to be dancing and 
jigging and I had to slap him on the 
shoulder to get him to trot away. For 
a person as inexperienced as I was you 
couldn’t have had a nicer horse.” 

Davidson is back at the Rolex 
Kentucky Three-Day Event, which 
inconveniently falls on the same 
weekend as the Maryland Hunt Cup 
every year. Comparing the two would 
be impossible.

“It’s just a thrill of a lifetime to be 
there and to be part of it,” said Da-
vidson. “Those are moments in my 
life that I’m real glad I got to take 
part in.” 

Now involved with steeplechasing 
mostly as a fan, Davidson watches 
from the bleachers (or on the racing 
channel). The last jumper he owned 
(Dashing Fred) was with trainer Hen-
rietta Knight and together they won 
the Overbury Hunters Steeplechase 
for amateur jockeys at England’s 
Cheltenham Racecourse in 1989.

“The jump racing there is different 
than here,” said Davidson, compar-
ing English steeplechasing to Ameri-
can hurdle racing. “Here it is fl at 

horses running over not very good 
fences and the jumping is second; I 
think if it is a jump race the jumping 
should be a factor.” 

And as Davidson knows, jumping 
matters at Rolex and the Maryland 
Hunt Cup. 

Entered at Kentucky on Jam this 
weekend, Davidson looks forward to 
riding another member of the family 
around the nation’s biggest event. A 
homebred 11-year-old mare, Jam did 
the dressage at Rolex last year, but was 
withdrawn before cross country with a 
disappointing score. She has practiced 
dressage with a vengeance since. 

“I rode out this morning with my 
son (Buck) and that puts a whole new 
perspective on it when you have a 
child doing it as well as Buck is do-
ing it for somebody in my position,” 
Davidson said Tuesday. “Kentucky is 
still a very exciting place and every 
year you come back here and it does 
get you wound up and excited to see 
the course and so forth. Every event 
doesn’t have that charm or hold that 
charisma.” 

Davidson has won over the years 
on JJ Babu, Dr. Peaches, Happy Talk 
and Might Tango and remembers 
each horse and each ride with incred-
ible clarity. 

“Its very exciting to be back here 
each time,” said Davidson. “Wher-
ever I’m stabled I think, ‘I remem-
ber when I was stabled here with JJ’ 
or stabled here with Happy Talk or 
somewhere else with Tango. So it has 
lots of those kinds of memories for 
me. I can’t wait to put Jam in that 
group. I can pretty much tell you each 
stride each horse took every single 
year. I can remember all the different 
fences. All the good luck and all the 
bad luck that’s why it is such a fun 
place to come back to – it really holds 
a charm.”

Davidson –
 Continued from page 9

Fox & Roach REALTORS
302-999-9999

Th ree bedrooms, 
2 full baths! 

Convenient one fl oor living! 
Finished daylight walkout 
basement with full bath, 
separate entrance, stone 

fi replace with pellet stove 
off ers many possibilities. 

20 x 24 enclosed porch/sun-
room and oversized deck 

overlooking gorgeous 
1+ acre lot with grape arbor, 
trees, spring, all on a quiet 
country road close to the 

training center!  

 FAIR HILL MARYLAND

Call Ruth Clancy
302-740-0464 • 302-999-6947

$285,000
with $5000 settlement help to buyer

Fair Hill International 
Calendar of Events 2007

October 18-21, 2007

Fair Hill International Festival
CCI*** USEF Eventing Championship

USEF & ADS Combined Driving Event

Fair Hill International, Inc.
378 Fair Hill Drive, Elkton, MD 21921

410-398-2111, fax 410-398-5020

e-mail: office@fairhillinternational.com

or visit www.fairhillinternational.com

©
M

iddleton &
 K

ristie E
vans

April 20, 21, 22 Recognized Horse Trial (T, P, I, A, CIC*/**)

April 24 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

April 28 Cross Country Schooling (Sat.,12:00 – 3:00)

April 28 Foxcatcher Endurance Ride (25 & 50 miles)

May 1 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

May 5 Unrecognized Horse Trial (Elem., Intro, BN, N)

May 8 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

May 19, 20 Recognized Horse Trial (N, T, P, I)

May 22 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

June 2, 3 & 4, 5 Lucinda Green Clinic

June 12 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

June 16, 17 Elk Creek Combined Driving Event

July 7 Unrecognized Horse Trial (Elem., Intro, BN, N)

July 10 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

July 17 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

August 11, 12 Recognized Horse Trial (N, T, P, I)

August 14 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

August 28 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

September 15 Unrecognized Horse Trial (Elem., Intro, BN, N.)

September 18 Cross Country Schooling (3:00 – 7:00)

Good Luck to the

Race For Education
nominated horses on the road 

to the Kentucky Derby!

For information on how to nominate your horse

call 859-252-8648 
or visit www.racingscholarships.com

STREET SENSESTREET SENSE 
ANY GIVEN SATURDAYANY GIVEN SATURDAY 

COWTOWN CATCOWTOWN CAT SAM P.SAM P. 
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 NO. RIDER HORSE COUNTRY

1 KAREN O’CONNOR ................................ THEODORE O’CONNOR ........................... USA
2 PHILLIP DUTTON ................................... CONNAUGHT ............................................. USA
3 JAN BYYNY .............................................. WATERFRONT ............................................ USA
7 MOLLY BULL ........................................... KILTARTAN .................................................. USA
9 SHARON L. WHITE ................................. RONALDO ................................................... USA
11 KARIN DONCKERS ................................. GAZELLE DE LA BRASSERIE ................... BEL
12 LYNN SYMANSKY ................................... NO IT TISSANT ........................................... USA
14 MELISSA HUNSBERGER ....................... JUST FUN STUFF ........................................ USA
15 WENDY SCHAEFFER .............................. KOYUNA SUN MAGIC .............................. AUS
16 JOHN WILLIAMS .................................... SLOOPY ....................................................... USA
17 DARREN CHIACCHIA ............................. BETTER I DO IT .......................................... USA
18 KRISTEN BOND ...................................... FLEECEWORKS BLACKOUT ..................... USA
20 KRISTIN SCHMOLZE .............................. CAVALDI ...................................................... USA
21 SARA MITTLEIDER (YR) ........................ EL PRIMERO .............................................. USA
22 JONATHAN HOLLING ............................ DIRECT MERGER ....................................... USA
23 CATHY WIESCHHOFF ............................ OCOTILLO ................................................... USA
24 LAUREN O’BRIEN .................................. DUNRATHS ALTO ...................................... USA
25 TIANA COUDRAY (YR) ........................... KING STREET ............................................. USA
26 BUCK DAVIDSON ................................... PRIVATE TREATY ........................................ USA
27 MISSY RANSEHOUSEN ......................... CRITICAL DECISION .................................. USA
29 KRISTIN BACHMAN ............................... GRYFFINDOR ............................................. USA
30 HANNAH SUE BURNETT (YR) ............. KEEP THE FAITH ........................................ USA
31 STUART BLACK ....................................... FLEECEWORKS STARLIGHT ..................... USA
32 CLAYTON FREDERICKS ......................... BEN ALONG TIME ..................................... AUS
33 CARL BOUCKAERT ................................. RAMPANT LION ........................................ BEL
36 JANE SLEEPER ........................................ UN ................................................................ USA
37 EMILEE LIBBY (YR) ................................ CAHIR .......................................................... USA
38 ASHLEY MacVAUGH .............................. ALL’S FAIR ................................................... USA
39 POLLY STOCKTON .................................. TANGLEMAN ..............................................GBR
40 WILL FAUDREE ....................................... ANTIGUA ..................................................... USA
41 AMY TRYON ............................................ LE SAMURAI .............................................. USA
42 MARY KING ............................................. APACHE SAUCE .........................................GBR
43 JULIA STEINBERG .................................. MR. BIG ...................................................... USA
45 RYAN WOOD ........................................... KOYUNA AZGARD .................................... AUS
46 BONNIE MOSSER .................................. JENGA ......................................................... USA
47 WERNER GEVEN ..................................... KLIMAX .......................................................NED
48 TARA ZIEGLER ........................................ BUCKINGHAM PLACE .............................. USA
49 BECKY HOLDER ...................................... COURAGEOUS COMET ............................. USA
50 IAN STARK ............................................... FULL CIRCLE II ...........................................GBR
51 IAN ROBERTS ......................................... NAPALM .....................................................CAN
52 BRUCE DAVIDSON ................................. JAM .............................................................. USA
53 HEATH RYAN ........................................... FLAME ......................................................... AUS
54 HEIDI WHITE CARTY ............................. NORTHERN SPY ........................................ USA
55 KAREN O’CONNOR ................................ UPSTAGE ..................................................... USA
56 PHILLIP DUTTON ................................... TRULUCK .................................................... USA

Rolex Roster
The lineup and order of go for the Rolex Kentucky CCI**** event  April 26-29 at the Kentucky Horse Park. Numbers will stay 
the same throughout the competition, with the order of go the same for dressage and cross country. For showjumping, horses 
appear in reverse order of standing.

(YR) Young Rider
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~Exceptional Image Quality 

~Outpatient Basis                                

101 Homestead Road          Oldwick          New Jersey          08858                          
908.439.2821          908.439.2691 fax 

Nuclear Scintigraphy    Endoscopy & Gastroscopy   AI & Embryo Transplant   Neonatal ICU            
Ultrasonography           Short Term Rehab               Full Service Surgery            Stallion Services         
Hi Risk Pregnancy         Shock Wave Therapy          Digital Radiography            Acupuncture   

° Coronea Eagle ° Flag of Diamonds ° Hexagon Louisville             
° Sea Crest         ° Superman             ° Lester                     
° Cavalier           ° Tulira Robuck      ° Sir Rivie                         
° Golan              ° V.V. Randi           ° Languster                     
° Heisman          ° Touch Of Class    ° Tiamo Trocadero                

Foreign & Domestic Stallion Agency                                
Jumpers  Eventers  Dressage              

Horses & Ponies                                   
908.439.9103 

~No General Anesthesia           
Required 

~Referrals Welcome 

...and introducing our newest service... 

Offering Standing MRI for the Equine Distal Limb 

16.3hh  Bay  ISH by Cruising 

Sire of, “Jungle Tale” Champion               
2005 4 yr. Old Young Event Horse 

ISH  Grey  16.2                    
Sire: Sea Crest  

ISH International Show Jumper             
8th World Games (2nd Grand Prix)
Winner 3 World Cup Qualifiers             

B.W. FURLONG & ASSOCIATES 
CUTTING EDGE SERVICES FOR PERFORMANCE HORSES 

www.bwfurlongnj.com

Bone Marrow Stem Cell IRAP

Visit our stallion website at
www.shelbournefarm.com
stallionagent@yahoo.com
semenqueen@hotmail.com

Email us:  bwfurlong_eqvet@yahoo.com

Artifi cial Insemination
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Call NTRA Purchasing Toll-Free to receive your discount or 
visit www.NTRAPURCHASING.com

(866) 678-4289

CALL NOW 
& SAVE!
Real Savings for all NSA Supporters.

John Deere discounts cannot be used in conjunction with other discounts provided through our current national agricultural program.

on 700+ items and print services – NTRA members enjoy 
additional discounts above the already low OfficeMax store pricing.
Call NTRA Purchasing to establish an acocunt.

up to 40% Discount off list price on Sherwin-Williams products

Agricultural Equipment  – save up to 23% Discount off select 
models of new agricultural farm equipment (For full-time equine operations only)

Construction Equipment  – discounts now available on a variety of 
graders and loaders

Lawn & Garden Care  – NEW John Deere Partner Program!
Enjoy great savings. Call for details!

Call for special pricing!

Make your reservation online at www.budget.com or call 
(800) 455-2848. Use Budget promotion code #Y067500. Choose from 
a large selection of great cars, available at any of our convenient airport or 
neighborhood locations. 

Enjoy discounts up to 30% off NEXT DAY and 2ND DAY
shipping and up to 5% off GROUND shipping services (shipping

discounts not available at UPS store). Go online at www.savewithups.com/ntra 
to sign up for the savings!
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 PRESERVING 
A COUNTRY 
WAY OF LIFE

 Since 1976

Georgianna Stapleton

610.347.2065

Lucinda Orr
Mark Willcox

Amy McKenna
Rob Van Alen 

Debra Ward Sparre
Alex Van Alen

View all our fi ne properties at 
w w w . t h e c o u n t r y p r o p e r t i e s . c o m

 OVERVIEW STONE FACADE 

“Laitrie” in Cheshire Hunting Country with 294 acres – incredible 
stone and log custom-designed home with extraordinary features

– A COUNTRY PARADISE!  
Call for pricing and all of the marvelous details.

EAST NANTMEAL TOWNSHIP

Charming 17 year old post and beam / 13 acres 
4 stall barn in midst of foxhunting country!

Lovely pastoral setting.
$985,000

“Gable Hill Farm” with immaculate brick home in the heart of Radnor Hunt 
Country / 4 acres / 4 stall barn/ riding ring & fenced paddock

$1,775,000

 WILLISTOWN TOWNSHIP – New Listing DOE RUN – New Listing

4 acres / Cheshire Hunting Country 
spacious rooms / pool / 3 stall barn

$675,000
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KINGSTON, Ga. – Simple training fl at race at 

Aiken? Or window to the future? The latter appar-
ently. Aiken’s 1 1/4-mile prep produced its third 
hurdle winner (and second stakes winner) of the 
season when Seafaring Man left four others in his 
wake to win the $75,000 Georgia Cup at the At-

lanta Steeplechase.
Owned by Hudson River 

Farm and trained by Jonathan 
Sheppard, the veteran joined 
Orison and Pukka as race 
graduates to win their next 
starts. The 8-year-old used the 
March 24 Aiken effort to shed 

some rust from a 16-month layoff, and outran 
Bow Strada in the stretch to win by 3 1/2 lengths 
at Atlanta. The Looper fi nished third.

“He deserved one,” said jockey Danielle Hods-
don. “He’s been a hard-knocking horse for a long 
time and he knew he won today. It really picked his 
head up. He gets pretty grumpy and internalizes 
things and he’s not very nice when he’s grumpy. 
He’s been really sharp lately, and came out of that 
fl at race at Aiken well.”

Seafaring Man started quickly as a new steeple-
chaser in 2003, winning the maiden at Nashville 
in his second start. He never quite lived up to that  
achievement, however, and went to Block House 
to fi nd his next wins (allowance victories in 2004 
and 2005). He lost ugly in his fi nal two starts of 
2005, pulling up at Far Hills and fi nishing a distant 
sixth at Morven Park. Last year was worse, as he 
bowed a tendon in his fi rst breeze.

Seafaring Man returned from his forced vaca-
tion not just healed, but rejuvenated.

“He had a little school (the day before the Geor-
gia Cup) and he was bouncing and throwing him-

self around like a young horse,” said Hodsdon.
Sheppard fi gures the injury was brewing in 

2005, and helped cause the poor efforts. 
“I think something was bothering him all 

along,” the trainer said. “A good long rest did him 
some good.”

At Atlanta, Mark The Shark (Xavier Aizpuru) 
set the early pace and was in front when favorite 
Riddle lost jockey Richard Boucher with a jump-
ing mistake midway through. Mark The Shark still 
led on the backstretch, but began to wilt as the 
others bunched up for the fi nal push. Bow Stra-
da (Chip Miller) cruised toward the front, The 
Looper (Cyril Murphy) crept into contention and 
Seafaring Man churned along. As the fi eld turned 
for home – still two fences and a decent hill away 
– Bow Strada grabbed the lead with Seafaring Man 
lapped alongside and The Looper in a box and 
clipping beacons on the inside. 

“Chip was my main concern because I could tell 
he was traveling pretty well,” said Hodsdon. “Chip 
times everything perfectly, as he showed in the fi rst 
race, and when we turned for home I couldn’t real-
ly tell how much he had. He was still sitting pretty 
still so I tried to just feed off him for as long as I 
could and then see what happened – see if I could 

time everything perfectly this time.”
Hodsdon and Seafaring Man got the timing 

right, and inched away after the last fence as the 
winner scored for the fourth time over jumps and 
boosted his career earnings to $114,600.

• The perfect Chip Miller timing Hodsdon re-
ferred to came in the fi rst, a wild allowance hurdle 
that started out with a solid fi eld of eight and end-
ed with just four fi nishers as half the starters fell or 
lost their jockeys. 

Stakes winner Meadow (Hodsdon) rolled to the 
front on the turn, fl ying past early leader Hip Hop 
(Miller) at the ninth of 11 fences. The New Zea-
land import made a similar move in his only prior 
American start, at Little Everglades in 2006, and 
stormed off to an easy win.

The table looked set for another romp at Atlan-
ta. Until the fi nal 100 yards or so when Hip Hop 
charged past to win by 1 1/2 lengths over Meadow 
with Character Witness (Michael Traurig) third. 

“I wasn’t asking him, I was thinking, ‘Let’s get 
second and not be heroes,’ ” said Miller of Hip 
Hop. “He jumped the second-last and he looked 

Pleasure
Cruise

BY JOE CLANCY

ATLANTA STEEPLECHASE
Saturday, April 14

Steeplechasing

See ATLANTA page 16

Tod Marks
Seafaring Man (left, Danielle Hodsdon) jumps past Bow Strada at the last in the Georgia Cup.

Seafaring Man sails
to fi rst stakes victory

Sporting Art & Accessories of the Country LifeBeresford GalleryBeresford Gallery

Rt 82, Unionville, PA • 610-347-1247
BERESFORDGALLERY.COM

Personal Silks by J. Kirk / Oil on Panel

Mixed Media on Paper 
(22x30)

by R. Hubbard

Oil on Paper
by Barbara Icyda
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up like he wanted to keep digging. 
We came to the last and we were still 
traveling. Then Dani gave a peek, but 
it wasn’t a confi dent peek it was an 
‘oh crap, the ship is sinking’ peek, 
you know?”

Meadow’s sails ran out of wind 
late, and Hip Hop scored for the 
third time for Kentucky owner/train-
er John Griggs. Miller and the 6-
year-old won their third straight race 
together – the jockey was aboard for 
his maiden win at the Colonial Cup 
in November 2005, an allowance 
score at Little Everglades in March 
2006 and now another allowance (a 
non-winners of $15,000 twice with a 
$25,000 purse) victory.

“He’s a funny horse, because at 
Camden and Florida he just ran off 
with me,” said Miller. “Today he 
was keen, but in a different way, 
not fresh and springy, just ‘let’s go.’ 
When Meadow went by me, Dani 
was swinging on him but here you’ve 
got to run up that hill.”

• After Corruption stormed off 
with the $25,000 Sport of Kings 
open claiming hurdle, someone com-
mented about how much the horse 
must like Atlanta’s course. Well, sort 
of. He probably likes other courses 
too, but he hasn’t had many chances 
to try them.

Repeating his victory of a year 

earlier, Sue and George Sensor’s 
9-year-old overwhelmed six others in 
his fi rst start since May. Corruption 
raced just twice in 2006, winning at 
Atlanta and Radnor, but still took 
home the NSA claiming champion-
ship. Trained by Ricky Hendriks, the 
son of Silver Deputy could be on his 
way to another crown with Atlanta’s 
easy win.

Corruption (Rob Massey) took 
the lead about halfway through and 
jumped like he hadn’t missed a day, 
drawing off to score by 4 1/4 over Bar-
rington (Cyril Murphy) with Gather 
No Moss (Traurig) third. Massey 
came to Atlanta from Lexington, Ky., 
for the one ride and made it pay.

“He’s a superstar, an absolute su-
perstar,” said Massey. “No rust, not 
really. I wanted to cover him up a lit-
tle bit just because he hadn’t run for 
a long time. It worked for about fi ve 
fences – he pinged (the fi fth fence) be-
tween two horses and took 2 lengths 
out of them. I couldn’t fi ght him. 
He got in front, dropped his head 
and got a lovely breather all the way 
around the turn. He jumped the last 
as if he was jumping the fi rst. He’s a 
dream ride.”

• With an injury to jockey Jody 
Petty in the fi rst, Boucher got the last-
minute call on Angel Del Viento in 
the second, a $25,000 Sport of Kings 
maiden hurdle – and earned his rid-
ing fee.

In his fi rst American jump start, 

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 15

Tod Marks
Corruption (Rob Massey) glides over a fence, and through the rain, on the way to an easy 
claiming hurdle score.

See ATLANTA page 18 
Tod Marks

Angel Del Viento (left, Richard Boucher) pulls away from Baby League in the maiden.

THE
Class Of 2007 

Is Here

Please Visit Our Redesigned Website 
Or Contact Us To Learn More.

This advertisement is for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell securities

WWW.WESTPOINTTB.COM      800.578.9684

Th e

SALEM 
FARM

HOUSE

JARRETTSVILLE, MARYLAND
A CHARMING 1850 HERITAGE FARM HOUSE

PERIOD FURNISHED TWO BEDROOM FARM HOUSE 
AVAILABLE FOR DAILY, WEEKLY AND MONTHLY RENTAL

MINUTES FROM ALL OF THE MAJOR MARYLAND HUNT MEETS

For Inquiries, please call 
Ronald or Anne Walker

410-557-2854 • 410-215-7360
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www.marylandsteeplechasing.org

Sp
onsored by:

C
atc

h th
eA

ction!

Maryland
Steeplechasing

Maryland
Steeplechasing

Spring 2007
Sunday, March 18
Foxhall Farm Trophy Team Chase  410-329-5223

Saturday, March 24 
Howard County-Iron Bridge Race Meet  410-692-6290

Saturday, March 31 
Green Spring Valley Point-to-Point Races  410-666-3676

Saturday, April 7 
Elkridge-Harford Point-to-Point Races  410-557-9250

Sunday, April 8 
Marlborough Hunt Races   410-798-8275

Saturday, April 14 
My Lady’s Manor  410-557-9570

Saturday, April 21
Grand National Steeplechase  410-771-1756

Saturday, April 28
Maryland Hunt Cup  443-253-5134

Sunday, April 29
Maryland Junior Hunt Cup  410-329-3749

Sunday, May 20
Potomac Races  301-428-8316
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the 5-year-old Argentine import zigged 
and zagged to a 2 1/2-length win over 
Baby League (Hodsdon), with West-
cliffe (Will Haynes) third. Trained by 
Arch Kingsley for High Hope Stable, 
the winner led throughout but felt 
pressure from the horses behind him.

“Arch said he didn’t steer that 
well,” said Boucher. “He’s an Argen-
tine horse so you neck rein him, use 
your leg, things like that. I kept him 
right in the middle (of his fences). 
He wanted to look to his inside and 
I worked to keep him from doing 
that, but actually he was looking at 
the horses behind him. He was more 
worried about them than he was the 
fence, but he did it nicely. It worked 
out fi ne.”

Boucher provided would-be relief 
jockeys a little advice on riding unfa-
miliar horses.

“Sit tight and be real balanced going 
to those fi rst couple fences,” he said. 
“Hopefully, I’ve been doing this long 
enough that I’m able to adapt pretty 
quickly to situations that arise.”

• Timber Bay Farm’s Slew’s Peak 
picked up the pieces of a wild fi lly/
mare allowance in the third, giving 
Sheppard and Hodsdon the fi rst leg of 
their double (triple counting a training 
fl at win with Big Monty). The 5-year-
old mare thrived on the wide-open 
course, taking over from pacesetter 
Northern Gale (Russell Haynes) on 
the backside and drawing off to win 
by a length over Class Vigor (Bouch-
er), with Northern Gale third.

Slew’s Peak dodged one scary mo-
ment at the last fence, but otherwise 
had little trouble.

“Camden is not her cup of tea and 
neither was Callaway,” said Hods-
don of Slew’s Peak’s fi nal two starts 
of 2006. “She likes a big open course 
like this and she went beautifully. 
Unfortunately, she’s so big that I see 
(takeoff) spots that are too long. I was 
5 in front coming to the last and I al-
most knocked the poor thing down. 
Luckily she gave it to me and stayed 
up somehow.”

Slew’s Peak won for the second 
time in fi ve career jump starts.

Atlanta –
 Continued from page 16

1st. $25,000. Allowance hurdle. 2 miles. (NW $15,000 twice).
1. HIP HOP  156 C. Miller
2. MEADOW (NZ) L 156 Hodsdon
3. CHARACTER WITNESS   145 Traurig
4. SAY WHAT YOU SEE (IRE) L 156  Walsh
F. SUMMERSVILLE L 147 R. Haynes
F. REFLECTOR L 134 W. Haynes
F. ORSAY L 156 C. Murphy
LR. PUKKA (NZ) L 152  Petty

Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 3:49 2/5. O/T: John Griggs.
B. g. 6 Count the Time-Prominent Dancer, Moscow Ballet.

Bred by Castle Rock Stud & James Hampton (KY).

2nd. $25,000. SOK maiden hurdle. 2 miles.
1. ANGEL DEL VIENTO (ARG) L 154  Boucher
2. BABY LEAGUE L 154 Hodsdon
3. WESTCLIFFE L 144 W. Haynes
4. PAPER MAN L 154 Walsh
F. PLANETS ALIGNED  154 C. Murphy
PU. SHINY EMBLEM L 154 Aizpuru

Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 3:54 4/5. 
O: High Hope Stable. T: Arch Kingsley Jr.

Ch. h. 5 Bon Point (GB)-Gran Discordia (ARG), Cipayo (ARG).
Bred by Felice Floravanti & Carlos Daniel (ARG).

3rd. $20,000. F&M allowance (NW2) hurdle. 2 miles. 
1. SLEW’S PEAK L 155 Hodsdon
2. CLASS VIGOR L 155 Boucher
3. NORTHERN GALE L 145 R. Haynes
4. SMART BABY L 155 Walsh
F. IMAGINA (CHI) L 155 Aizpuru
LR. WON WILD BIRD L 140 W. Haynes
Mgn: 1. Time: 3:54 1/5. O: Timber Bay Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.

Dk. B./Br. m. 5 Peaks and Valleys-Slew’s Honour, Seattle Slew.
Bred by Timber Bay Farm (KY).

4th. $75,000. Hurdle stakes. 2 miles. The Georgia Cup (Gr. II).
1. SEAFARING MAN L 142 Hodsdon 
2. BOW STRADA (GB) L 152 C. Miller
3. THE LOOPER L 142 C. Murphy
4. MARK THE SHARK L 142 Aizpuru
LR. RIDDLE L 142 Boucher

Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 3:45 4/5.
O: Hudson River Farm. T: Jonathan Sheppard.

Dk. B./Br. g. 8 Sea Hero-Jolly Ginny, Broad Brush.
Bred by Nydrie Stud (VA).

5th. $25,000. SOK claiming hurdle. 2 miles.
$15,000 min. clm. price.

1. CORRUPTION L 150 Massey
2. BARRINGTON L 150 C. Murphy
3. GATHER NO MOSS L 146 Traurig
4. DEB’S DELIGHT L 152 Hodsdon
5. YOKAZONA L 138 W. Haynes
6. MOTEL AFFAIR L 154 C. Miller
7. REGAL AGAIN L 149 McMillan

Mgn: 4 1/4. Time: 3:49 4/5. O: Sue Sensor. T: Ricky Hendriks.
Dk. B./Br. g. 9. Silver Deputy-Malicious, Risen Star.

Bred by Hersey Farm (KY).

6th. Training fl at. 1 1/8 miles.
1. BIG MONTY L 155 Hodsdon
2. CLASS TALE  140 Boucher

Mgn: 4. Time: 2:10 4/5. O/T: Jonathan Sheppard.
B. g. 5, Crowd Pleaser-Nature Walk, Green Forest.

 Atlanta Results
Kingston, Ga. Saturday, April 14. Turf: fi rm.

Tod Marks
Well behind approaching the last, Hip Hop (center, Chip Miller) revs up a late run to catch Meadow in the allowance hurdle.

Can’t make it 
to the races?

Visit 
www.rjhracing.com

Results every 
30 minutes

OTTB 33 races all Sound. 16.2H 7y Reg’d. TB 
Gelding “CHIEF”.  Hunted whole season quietly, 
also Hunter Paced.  Excellent Amateur Over Fenc-
es prospect.  Does Flying Changes.  This is a quiet, 
NO SPOOK handsome & very friendly TB with 
NO VICES, Clean xrays & SOUND.  Getting fi ne 
tuning in Ring.  This is a fun horse to ride with a 
nice forward big stride.  He has great manners & an 
excellent willing work ethic. He’ll jump the moon 
for you & ride all day cross co.! He’s fi t, regularly 
worked and waiting for a good home.   

$12,500   
Call 631 767 4972 (NY)  

www.Baybreezeestate.com or Baybreezeestate@aol.com 

 HUNTING MACHINE PLUS!  
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 MONKTON, Md. – Take that, big 
names.

Pack Up Stable’s Fappa Fire beat a 
proven fi eld of timber horses to win 
the 97th running of the My Lady’s 
Manor timber stakes.

Running against the likes of 2004 
timber champion Bubble Economy 

and 2006 New 
Jersey Hunt Cup 
winner Mr Bom-
bastic, one-time 
winner Fappa 
Fire (Blake Curry) 
relied on patience 
to win the Mary-

land timber-season opener for trainer 
Alicia Murphy.

Royal’s Quest held the lead for the 
fi rst 2 miles, while Fappa Fire settled 
in the back of nine-horse fi eld. Bub-
ble Economy (Diana Gillam) and Mr 
Bombastic (Jack Fisher) went to the 
front a half-mile out, but Fappa Fire 
joined them one fence from home. The 
trio dueled over the last and down the 

stretch, with Fappa Fire gutting out 
a hard-fought half-length win at the 
wire. The Fisher-trained entrymates 
Bubble Economy and Mr Bombas-
tic settled for second and third in the 
$30,000 timber stakes. Fisher’s claim 
of foul against the winner, alleging 
interference in the stretch, was disal-
lowed.

The win elated the owners, a syn-
dicate that includes Curry’s mother, 
Kate, and father, Skip. The trainer was 
also happy, but a little surprised too.

“You always hope you’re going to 
win a race, but did I really think he 
was going to win today? No,” Mur-
phy said. “Coming to the last, if you 
had to put a hundred dollars on who 
was going to be fi rst, second and third, 
I don’t know how I would have picked 
it. But he’s so game. He’s all go – all 
heart.”

Curry wasn’t so worried. 
“I sent him up to the last fence and 

we went for a big one and he gave it 
to me,” said the jockey. “I knew it was 
going to be close, but then he spit out 
an extra bit of energy right at the last 
quarter-of-a-furlong and we won.”

Part of Fappa Fire’s success was 

his new-found ability to settle. The 
10-year-old started out as a runaway, 
and still has a propensity to be strong. 
“But now he’s pretty much like, ‘OK, 
this is where you want me to be,’” 
Murphy said.

Fappa Fire won once in four NSA 
starts last year, fi nally learning to relax 
(while still mainly in front) in his fi nal 
run – a win at the Pennsylvania Hunt 
Cup.

“For us, it’s a huge objective to get 
him to settle,” Curry said. “But I have 
always known the horse well enough 
to know that he handles the geogra-
phy here better than I think anything 
else. The others had him in the jump-
ing a little bit, but I just knew I could 
handle these hills – [they] take less out 
of him than it does other horses.”

Curry found Fappa Fire a little over 
a year ago while galloping at Pimlico. 
He assembled what became Pack Up 
Stable and purchased the horse.

“He ran like a grass horse,” said 
Curry, whose day job is with an insur-
ance agency, “and he was built like he 
should be able to jump well. So, we 
took a chance.”

The chance paid off, at fi rst. In his 
debut race last spring, Fappa Fire won 
at the Howard County-Iron Bridge 
Point-to-Point. From there, things 
went downhill.

“We had stuff happen,” Murphy 
said. “He had a disqualifi cation for 
going off course at the [Virginia] Gold 
Cup. He had a cough that kept him 
from a race. After the Gold Cup, he 
had an abscess that kept him out for 
a long time – that did the season for 
him. But we certainly always believed 
in him. And then in the fall, he didn’t 
have a good run up at Geneseo, but 
he came back and ran great at the 
Pennsylvania Hunt Cup and won [a 
$10,000 allowance timber].”

His next race is still undecided, 
Murphy said.

One timber powerhouse noticeably 
missing from the race was Irv Naylor’s 
Askim. Last year’s timber champion 

was entered, but was scratched due 
to a suspensory injury suffered in the 
preseason, Naylor said. The owner ex-
pects the 11-year-old to return to the 
races next spring.

• Anna Stable’s Mr Liberator went 
wire-to-wire to capture the $15,000 
John Rush Streett Memorial for timber 
maidens. Trainer/jockey Billy Meister 
sent the son of Awad to the lead from 
the start and never looked back.

Erin Go Bragh (Gregg Ryan) fi n-
ished second with Trusted Comrad 
(Todd McKenna) third.

The plan wasn’t to go to the front, 
but . . .

“He was a little bit fresher and 
stronger than I thought he was going 
to be at the bottom,” said Meister. “I 
saw all these maidens in here and af-
ter he was being so strong, I thought it 
was in my best interest. He was jump-
ing and running well and I thought I 
would just stay there and stay out of 
trouble. And it worked.”

Mr Liberator had no previous racing 
career before becoming a timber horse. 
He wasn’t broken until age 5, and ran 
his fi rst races at the spring point-to-
points last year. Now 7, he fi nished 
fourth in his 2007 debut at Brandywine 
Hills Point-to-Point April 1. 

Owners George and Alex Hundt 
have seen a big difference in their 
horse, whom they’ve owned for about 
a year.

“He has really developed wonder-
fully in the last year and muscled up,” 
George Hundt said. “He’s got North-
ern Baby [in his pedigree], so he has 
some speed and he’s bred to jump.”

Even if racing isn’t his only career. 
Mr Liberator also hunts with Green 
Spring Valley.

“He’s got a wonderful tempera-
ment,” he said. “Billy couldn’t stop 
him after the race ended here, but he 
hunts wonderfully. He’s a sweet horse 
and a quick learner.”

You’re Fired
BY KATE SHARON

MY LADY’S MANOR
Saturday, April 14

Fappa Fire KOs 
big timber guns
for Murphy, Curry

Doug Lees
Fappa Fire (left, Blake Curry) stalks Bubble Economy and Rosbrian early at My Lady’s 
Manor, the fi rst stop on the Maryland timber circuit’s NSA schedule.

See MANOR next page   

Steeplechasing

They Shot Horses, Didn’t They?
Today, the Pennsylvania fi eld where they fell 

is about to be lost to development.

On September 11th, 1777, thousands of 
American soldiers and horses were wounded 
and killed in the fi ght to protect YOUR freedom! 
DONATE NOW to save the site of the American 
Revolution’s deadliest and most important 
battle, the BATTLE OF BRANDYWINE.

URGENT!  Make your mark on history before it’s too late!
Call 610-388-2700 or visit savethebattlefi eld.org RIGHT NOW!



• Conrad Somers’ J. Alfred Prufrock 
emerged from a crowded pack to win 
his fi rst sanctioned race, the $5,000 
John Shapiro Memorial highweight 
amateur timber. Somers – the owner, 
trainer and rider –  either set or stalked 
the pace the entire way before out run-
ning down timber veteran Dr. Ramsey 
(Gillam) and Hotspur (Ryan) for the 
victory.

Somers purchased the 7-year-old 
from previous his owner/trainer/rider 
Chris Lyons in January 2006. Personal-
ity, not racing ability, sealed the deal.

“He’s the nicest horse in the world,” 
Somers said. “That’s what really sold 
me. I didn’t really think about racing 
him, but his personality was so great. 
He has a sense of humor and he’s great 
to be around.”

J. Alfred Prufrock started in three 
point-to-points last year, and has thrived 
in 2007 with wins at Cheshire and Bran-
dywine Hills before the Manor.

“That horse is just fantastic. He’s 
got so much heart – it’s unbelievable,” 
Somers said. “I raced him three times 
last year and he did really well, but 
this year he’s really come into his own. 
I still can’t believe he won today. It’s 
incredible.”

Manor –
 Continued from page 20

Doug Lees
Mr Liberator (left, Billy Meister) leads the way in the maiden timber.

 
1st. $30,000. Timber stakes. 3 miles.

The My Lady’s Manor.
1. FAPPA FIRE L 165 Curry
2. BUBBLE ECONOMY L 165 Gillam
3. MR BOMBASTIC (GER) L 165 Fisher
4. ROYAL’S QUEST L 165 Meister
5. MAKE IT EASY (IRE)  165 G.Winants
6. IRON COUNTY XMAS L 165 Ryan
F. TIMMY R L 165 Nagle
LR. ROSBRIAN (IRE) L 165 Slater
LR. KING LEAR L 165 Santoro
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 6:26 4/5.
O: Pack Up Stable. T: Alicia Murphy.
B. g. 10 Personal Flag-Fappaburst, Fappiano.
Bred by Howard Kaskel (NY).

2nd. $15,000. Maiden timber. 3 miles.
Amateur jockeys.

1. MR LIBERATOR L 165 Meister
2. ERIN GO BRAGH (NZ) L 165 Ryan
3. TRUSTED COMRAD (IRE) L 168 McKenna
4. PRIVATE ATTACK L 160 Santoro
5. GENGHIS L 160 Fogarty
6. HANKO (GER)  165 G.Winants
7. BESEENNOTHEARD L 160 Slater
8. MCNAMARA’S BAND L 155 Bonsal
LR. IRISH LADDIE L 160 Nagle
PU. ALISON’S TRICK L 165 Fisher
Mgn: 8. Time: 6:24 3/5.
O: Anna Stable. T: Billy Meister.
Ch. g. 7 Awad-Little Snow Bird, Northern Baby. 
Bred by Sidney Watters Jr. (MD).

3rd. $5,000. Allowance timber. 3 miles.
Highweight amateur jockeys.

1. J. ALFRED PRUFROCK L 174 Somers
2. HOT SPRINGS L 160 Fogarty
3. DR. RAMSEY L 175 Gillam
4. BLACKCHESTERS (GB) L 185 Griswold
5. CHINESE WHISPER L 194 Whitner
6. RIGHT ABOUT NOW (NZ) L 165 Dryden
PU. THARI L 175 Strawbridge
*DQ. HOTSPUR L 180 Ryan
Mgn: 1 1/2. Time: 6:28 3/5.
O/T: Conrad Somers.
Ch. g. 7 Acceptable-Fashion Ridge, Cox’s 
Ridge. Bred by Metiva Farms (KY).
*From fourth for going off course.

My Lady’s Manor Results
Monkton, Md. Saturday, April 14. Turf: Firm.

Support Our
Advertisers...

...or become one.
410-392-5867
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Trainer Paul Rowland is learning 
on the job with Swimming River and 
the hard work is beginning to pay 
off. Making all the pace under Paddy 
Young, Long Lane Farm’s Swimming 
River repulsed a bid from Toughke-
namon and scored a 3-length vic-
tory in the $30,000 hurdle feature at 
Strawberry Hill.

“This horse is 
tough to judge,” 
Rowland said. 
“We are fi nding 
out about him 
every day and 
it looks like he 
could be a com-

petitive horse for us down the road. 
He is improving a lot.”

The win was a breakthrough of 
sorts for Swimming River, a 5-year-
old son of The Wicked North. Jump-
ing for only the sixth time and racing 
above his conditions in the race for 
non-winners of two other than, he 
gave Rowland confi dence to try big-
ger spots in the future.

“I think we will try some novice 
stakes with him,” Rowland said. 
“This horse really loves to jump, it’s 
something he likes. Sometimes the 
horses just don’t run well over the 
fl ats and when they get to the jumps 
they become happier. I think that’s 
the case with this guy. If he continues 
to improve, he can be a contender in 
the novice races later in the year.”

Lone Arrow (Jeff Murphy) outfi n-
ished Toughkenamon (Carl Rafter) 
for second after the latter took a bold 
run at Swimming River before being 
repelled in mid-stretch. 

Bred in New Jersey by owners 
John and Monica Ryan’s Long Lane 
Farm, Swimming River converted to 
steeplechasing with two starts last 
fall and started 2007 with a maiden 
win at Little Everglades. He fi nished 
fourth in allowance company at Ai-
ken, and stepped up another level at 
Strawberry Hill.

• Clorevia Farm’s Udeman easily 
won the second, a $10,000 condi-
tioned claiming hurdle, by 11 widen-
ing lengths for trainer Bruce Miller 
and jockey Matt McCarron. Return-
ing from nearly a year on the bench, 
Udeman showed he was back in 
form.

“It’s been a long road trying to get 
him back,” Miller said. “He has just 
had a lot of little problems here and 
there that caused us to stop on him. 
But he seems to be a better and stron-
ger horse than he was. Obviously the 
ground didn’t hurt on Saturday, as he 

likes it soft. He came out of it fi ne 
and he looks like he might be able to 
become the horse he was a few years 
ago. These weren’t the toughest hors-
es, but he looks to be doing fi ne, and 
that’s the most important thing.”

Slattery (Young) fi nished second 
with This Is Houston (Rafter) third.

 • Owner/trainer Karen Gray’s 
Dyn In Texas broke through in the 
third, taking a $15,000 maiden hur-
dle under Rylee Zimmerman. The 5-

STRAWBERRY HILL RACES
Saturday, April 14

Rapid River
Rowland newcomer continues
to climb the steeplechase ladder

BY BRIAN NADEAU

Steeplechasing

See STRAWBERRY page 23 

Betsy Parker
Swimming River (right, Paddy Young) controls the pace early, on his way to victory in the 
feature.  Colonial Downs hosted the Strawberry Hill meet, as it has since the 2000 running.

Virginia Equine Imaging is a state-of-the-art
equine clinic, specializing in the following
diagnostic imaging and medical services:

A. Kent Allen, D.V.M.
Christiana L. Ober, D.V.M.
Susan M. Johns, D.V.M.

Laurie Tyrrell, D.V.M.
Leslie Whittle, D.V.M.

THE SPORTS MEDICINE SOLUTION

• Digital Radiography

• Nuclear Scintigraphy

• Thermography

• Ultrasonography

• Lameness Evaluations

• Sports Medicine Treatment

• Pre-Purchase Examinations

• MRI

Also Serving The Ocala Area
January – April

To schedule an appointment, call:

Florida Address: 
4574 NW 100th Street

Ocala, FL 34482
Dr. Ober’s Cell: 703-431-3864

Virginia Address: 
2716 Landmark School Rd.

The Plains, VA  20198
Phone: 540-687-4663

Fax: 540-687-4665

Email: vaequine@aol.com
www.vaequine.com
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1st. $10,000. Mdn. cl. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
$10,000-$5,000 clm. price.

1. WILD JOURNEY L 156 Rafter
2. JUSTABUD L 151 J. Murphy
3. COCO’S CLOWN L 151 Zimmerman
4. MISS BATTISTI L 148 McCarron
*PU. OUTER REEF L 156 Young

Mgn: Head. Time: 4:26 2/5.
O: Gillian Johnston. T: Kathy McKenna.
Ch. g. 5 Wild Rush-Sentimentl Journey, 

D’Accord. Bred by Georgann Picow (FL).

2nd. $15,000. Con. cl. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
NW2 for $20,000-$15,000.

1. UDEMAN L 139 McCarron
2. SLATTERY L 150 Young
3. THIS IS HOUSTON L 150 Rafter
4. BEYOND REPARE (IRE) L 149 McVicar

Mgn: 11. Time: 4:18 2/5.
O: Clorevia Farm. T: Bruce Miller.

B. g. 8 Green Dancer-Mistical Mirage, Miswaki.
Bred by Bruce Smart (KY).

3rd. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
1. DYN IN TEXAS  149 Zimmerman
2. FOCUS ON A STAR L 154 Young
3. ICE IS NICE L 154 Dowling
4. DEJAVUALLOVERAGAIN L 155 McCormack
5. ANOTHER LOOK L 138 McVicar
6. LIGHT SPEED L 137 Mackenzie
PU. SANTA CATALINA (CHI) L 146 McCarron
PU. SYDNEY’S MAGIC (NZ) L 149 J. Murphy
PU. HEROS AMONG US L 154 Rafter

Mgn: 4 1/2. Time: 4:22 4/5.
O/T: Karen Gray.

B. g. 5 Dynaformer-Corpus Christi, Alydar.
Bred by Everest Stables (KY).

4th. $30,000. Allowance (NW2X) hurdle. 2 1/4 
miles.
1. SWIMMING RIVER L 144 Young
2. LONE ARROW L 143 J. Murphy
3. TOUGHKENAMON L 148 Rafter
4. LATINO (PER) L 148 Dowling
5. CHURCH GHOST L 148 McCarron

Mgn: 3. Time: 4:22 2/5.
O: Long Lane Farm. T: Paul Rowland.

Dk. B./Br. g. 5 The Wicked North-My Last Gin, 
American Standard.

Bred by Long Lane Farm (NJ).

5th. Training fl at. 1 1/4 miles.
1. FANTORINI L 155 Dowling
2. FLYROCK L 155 Young
3. FERSHAW L 155 McCarron
4. NOBLEST L 155 Read

Mgn: 3 1/2. Time: 2:11 3/5.
O: Sonny Via. T: Jack Fisher.

B. g. 5 Theatrical (IRE)-Beyrouth, Alleged.
Bred by George Strawbridge (PA).

6th. Training fl at. 1 1/4 miles.
1. EXTRA CHECK L 155 Read
2. PREEMPTIVE STRIKE L 155 Young
3. FISCAL STORM L 155 Dowling
4. G’DAY G’DAY L 155 J. Murphy
5. MAURITANIA L 155 McCormack
6. DRAIMAN L 155 Rafter

Mgn: 1/2. Time: 2:11 3/5.
O: Kinross Farm. T: Neil Morris.

Dk. B./Br. g. 8 Chequer-Miss Tenenholtz, 
Storm Bird. Bred by Bob Ackerman (KY).

Strawberry Hill Results
Colonial Downs. New Kent, Va.
Saturday, April 14. Turf: Firm

year-old Dynaformer gelding is 
a favorite in Gray’s barn.

“The horse came out of the 
race fabulous,” she said a few 
days later. “I really like him a 
lot. This is a horse that can run 
all day. The longer the better 
for him. I haven’t looked at the 
condition book yet, but I’ll sit 
down and try to fi nd another 
spot where we can get him to go 
long. This guy can go 3 miles.”

Second at Aiken and sixth 
(beaten just 3 1/2 lengths) at 
Stoneybrook, Dyn In Texas 

came from off the pace and took 
over at the top of the stretch. 
Focus On A Star (Young) fi n-
ished second with Ice Is Nice 
(Willie Dowling) third.

• Gil Johnston’s Wild Jour-
ney (Rafter) wired a small fi eld 
in the opener, a $10,000 maid-
en claiming hurdle, for trainer 
Kathy McKenna. 

The 5-year-old fought 
with Justabud (Jeff Murphy) 
throughout the race and won 
by a head as the top two drew 
away from the other three run-
ners. Coco’s Clown (Zimmer-
man) fi nished third, 42 lengths 
behind the top pair.

Strawberry –
 Continued from page 22

ST

Betsy Parker
Dyn In Texas (Rylee Zimmerman) fl oats home with an 
easy score in the maiden hurdle.

FOR SALE
Northern Baby Stallion

Winning 9-year-old son of Northern Baby, 
out of the French stakes-winning mare 
Kalankoe. Xenodon is 16h, bay with white, 
excellent conformation. He is an A+ mover 
and jumper with a wonderful disposition. 
Has been successfully pasture bred.

Please contact Sara Collette:
(540) 347-3137 or collettels@aol.com
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Water Hunter and trainer Toby 
Edwards live in Camden, S.C., but 
Stoneybrook is pretty much home 
turf – especially now.

Edwards has been the meet’s co-
race director since 2006, working to 
improve the race course and the meet’s 

position on the 
NSA circuit. Wa-
ter Hunter made 
his second visit 
to Raeford, N.C., 
and won the 
meet’s $25,000 
allowance feature 

for Edwards and owner Dale Thiel. 
Confi dent before the race, Ed-

wards also paid partial credit to a bit 
of raceday luck.

“He ran really well,” said Ed-
wards. “On paper I thought he had a 
good chance, then Jonathan Sheppard 
scratched his horse (Bonfo) on the 
day and Doug Fout’s horse’s (Diego 
Cao) saddle slipped up his neck at the 

fourth fence, so he was another tough 
one to fall by the wayside.”

Fresh off an impressive third in the 
training fl at race at Camden, Water 
Hunter settled readily under Michael 
Traurig and stalked the rapid pace 
of Jimmie Echo (Rob Massey) and 
Across The Sky (Robbie Walsh).

“There was a good bit of speed,” 
said Edwards. “He tracked the leaders 
all the way down on the inside. He ran 
away from them down to the last, he 
popped it and won without Michael 
even picking his stick up. He ran a 
bang-up race and in my mind he won 
very convincingly, very impressively.”

Dig This Hoss (Adam Helders) was 
second, beaten 7 lengths and Jimmie 
Echo ended up third.

A four-time winner on American 
soil, Water Hunter fi nished second in 

Aquaman
Veteran Water Hunter
fl ips fi eld in hurdle feature

STONEYBROOK STEEPLECHASE
Saturday, April 7

BY JOANIE MORRIS

Steeplechasing

Tod Marks
Water Hunter goes to the post at the Carolina Cup. A week later, he won the allowance 
hurdle feature at Stoneybrook.See STONEYBROOK next page   

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Four 4+/- Acre 
Farmette

Ideal For Horse Lovers!

MAY 18, 
2007

4:52 PM

648 Black Swamp Rd., Felton, DE
Dovington Training Center across the street!

www.marshallauctions.com

410-835-0383 • 302-856-7333



the conditioned claimer at Stoneybrook in 2005 but 
graduated to the feature two years later. The veteran 
keeps Edwards amused on a daily basis.

“He’s straightforward,” said the trainer, who 
bought Water Hunter at England’s Tattersalls 
horses-in-training sale, “but he’s very spooky and 
fresh in a fun way. He’s always on his toes – look-
ing for things to jump at.”

• When Ricky Hendriks calls Rob Massey, the 
jockey listens. Massey knows he’s in with a shot. 
Hendriks phoned about This Is Houston in Stoney-
brook’s maiden claiming hurdle and Massey took 
the call. Dropped in for a $5,000 tag, the 5-year-
old romped home to a 22-length win over Bon 
Caddo (Danielle Hodsdon) and Reigning Count 
(Traurig).

“Everything just went right for him,” said 
Massey. “He’d done well in his prep (fi fth at Little 
Everglades) and the ground was fast; he got an 
easy lead and just quickened away.”

Also owned by Thiel, This Is Houston battled 
for the lead with Trumanson (Ian Baker), got the 
better of him by the fi rst mile and cruised home 
– widening his advantage at every call.

• The other maiden claimer went to Gil John-
son’s Russia under a determined ride from Carl 
Rafter. Like This Is Houston, Russia was in for the 
bottom $5,000 fi gure, far from his original pur-
chase price in 2001.

A 7-year-old son of Kingmambo, Russia sold 
for $3 million at the Fasig-Tipton’s 2001 Saratoga 
yearling sale and ended up at Coolmore in Ireland 
training with Aidan O’Brien. The seven-fi gure pur-
chase won one race in Ireland, but didn’t progress 

further in four starts.
“He hit his ceiling with Coolmore and they 

decided to get rid of him for a fraction of what 
he was purchased for,” said trainer Kathy McK-
enna. “He found his way over here to the States 
and then he continued to get slower. He’s a re-
ally kind, very big, beautiful animal. Either he 
doesn’t want to go fast or physically can’t, but 
he made it from Coolmore to the foxhunting 
fi eld in Chester County.”

Russia was actually bred in Pennsylvania by 
McKenna’s step-father George Strawbridge and is 

a half-brother to steeplechase stakes-winner Invest 
West. 

Russia returned from the bench at Aiken in 
March after not being seen since Morven Park 
in November 2005. A fourth at Aiken set him up 
nicely for Stoneybrook.

“He foxhunted all winter long,” said McKenna. 
“He had a good bit of time off, virtually two years. 
He is just about the kindest, nicest guy to ride. Carl 
wanted him to win and he got it done. I give the 
credit to Carl and to Mrs. Johnston for being pa-
tient.” 
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Stoneybrook –
 Continued from previous page

Tod Marks
Russia warms up at Aiken in his fi rst start of 2007. The former high-priced yearling won a maiden claiming hurdle at 
Stoneybrook for trainer Kathy McKenna.

 1st. $15,000. Maiden hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
1. SOCCA BEAT (CHI) L 154 McCarron
2. BOLD TURN L 154 Petty
3. PLUM BRUSH L 144 Rafter
4. LOVE PALACE (IRE) L 154 Walsh
5. VALLEY’S PRIDE L 144 Dalton
6. DYN IN TEXAS  149 Zimmerman
7. CHIME CHOIR  154 Traurig
LR. DIRGE L 154 Hodsdon
PU. SILENT VOW L 144 Young

Mgn: Neck. Time: 3:54 4/5.
O: EMO Stable. T: Doug Fout.

Gr./Ro. g. 6 Big Blue-Manay (CHI), Mocito Guapo 
(ARG). Bred by Haras Santa Mariana (CHI).

2nd. $10,000. Mdn. cl. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
$10,000-$5,000 clm. price

1. RUSSIA L 148 Rafter
*2. OUTER REEF L 156 McCarron
3. MALLORY’S SURPRIZE L 138 Helders
4. GOSSIPMONGER L 152 Petty
5. SILVER LYRICS L 147 R. Haynes
6. ASA UN FUEGOS L 152 Dalton
PU. COCO’S CLOWN L 151 Zimmerman

Mgn: 1/2. Time: 3:58.
O: Gillian Johnston. T: Kathy McKenna.

B. h. 7 Kingmambo-Seattle Way, Seattle Slew.
Bred by George Strawbridge (PA).

*Cl. by Debbie Kachel, Ricky Hendriks trainer.

3rd. $10,000. Mdn. cl. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
$10,000-$5,000 clm. price

1. THIS IS HOUSTON L 148 Massey
2. BON CADDO L 156 Hodsdon
3. REIGNING COUNT  156 Traurig
4. JACKSONIAN L 148 Rafter

5. SPORT COAT L 156 Dalton
6. NINETY DAY NOTE L 148 McCarron
7. TRUMANSON L 148 Baker
PU. YELLOW TAVERN L 146 Walsh

Mgn: 22 3/4. Time: 3:52.
O: Dale Thiel. T: Ricky Hendriks.

B. g. 5 El Prado (IRE)-Seemslikearocket, Beau 
Genius. Bred by Audley Farm (VA).

4th. $25,000. Allow. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
NW1X or NW2

1. WATER HUNTER (GB) L 144 Traurig
2. DIG THIS HOSS L 134 Helders
3. JIMMIE ECHO L 142 Massey
4. ACROSS THE SKY L 144 Walsh
PU. DIEGO CAO (NZ) L 156 McCarron
R. FABI’S LEGACY L 144 Dalton

Mgn: 7. Time: 3:48 1/5.
O: Dale Thiel. T: Toby Edwards.

Ch. g. 10 Mukaddamah-Oasis (GB), Valiyar.
Bred by Fieldspring (GB).

5th. Training fl at. 1 1/2 miles.
1. PREEMPTIVE STRIKE L 155 Petty
2. RACEY DREAMER L 155 McCarron
3. WITSAND BAY L 155 Walsh
4. BABY BERT L 155 Hanson
5. SEA CHATTER  150 Dalton
6. KILL DEVIL RUM L 155 Price
7. JAMAICA JOE L 155 Chalfi n
LR. MISS STACK  156 Washer

Mgn: 1. Time: 2:33.
O: Polaris Stables. T: Sanna Hendriks.

Ch. g. 9 Roanoke-Mirkwood, Far North.
Bred by Klobia Carroll (MD).

Stoneybrook Results
Raeford, N.C. Saturday, April 7. Turf: Firm.

Support Our Advertisers...or become one.

PERFORMANCE of the Month

Sponsored by
HOFFBERGER INSURANCE GROUP

Hoff berger Insurance Group
Your Source for Equine-Related Insurance for Horses, Farms, Businesses, Homes and More!

410-542-3300    800-547-5501

www.hoff berger.com

Trainer Paul Rowland contin-
ued his quick start to the spring 

with a second 2007 win by 
Swimming River. Th e 2006 hur-
dle convert captured a $30,000 
allowance hurdle at Strawberry 
Hill, moving up one step in his 

conditions in the process.

Rowland trains near Unionville, 
Pa. in the stable once used by 

Hall of Fame trainer 
Burley Cocks.

Honoring excellence in eventing 
and steeplechasing in each edition. 

Winners receive Hoffberger 
Insurance Group merchandise.

Paul Rowland
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 CAMDEN, S.C. – This time, Ori-
son. Next time, Rare Bush. The time 
after that, Gliding. The time after 
that, Sovereign Duty. The time after 
that . . .

Well, you get the point. The 2007 
Carolina First Carolina Cup was that 
kind of race. Trip mattered. Jockey 
counted. Luck and guts prevailed. 

EMO Stable’s Orison (Matt Mc-
Carron) capitalized on a position 
off the quick early pace 
of Quem Se Atreve, saved 
ground on the fi nal turn and 
squeezed through the inside 
late to defeat Rare Bush 
by a neck in the $75,000 
novice hurdle stakes. Glid-
ing and Sovereign Duty 
fi nished in a dead heat for 
third, beaten 1 1/4 lengths for it all 
in a 2 1/8-mile shootout to start the 
Steeplechase Triple Crown.

Five horses reached the last fence 
in contention. Rare Bush (Xavier Aiz-
puru) led after roaring around the fi -
nal turn. To his outside, Gliding (Chip 

Miller) threatened. Back inside, Sover-
eign Duty (Danielle Hodsdon) begged 
for racing room. Quem Se Atreve 
(Paddy Young) fi nally started to wilt. 
Like Tom Brady, Orison stayed in the 
pocket and threw a touchdown pass. 
Emerging from behind Rare Bush and 
Quem Se Atreve, the winner soared 

over the last and pushed to-
ward the fi nish. Rare Bush 
weakened slightly, Gliding 
hung a bit, Sovereign Duty 
lost just enough momentum 
and Orison got up in the 
fi nal yards. The 5-year-old 
chestnut ran the distance in 
4:03 4/5 and won for the 

third time in eight jump starts.
McCarron credited fortune as 

much as anything for the win.
“I was very worried, and when 

we were going around the turn I was 
thinking I was going to have to ask 
Chip to let me out,” said the jockey. 

“But Gliding was going as well as I 
was. I couldn’t ask. It ended up being 
a matter of whether I was going to get 
lucky and get through.”

For whatever reason, space opened 
at the last when Quem Se Atreve fell 
and Rare Bush fanned another stride 

or two to the outside. 
“It opened up enough of a hole 

that my horse got a great look at the 
last fence,” said McCarron. “He met 
it just right, and grit and determina-
tion got him home. I didn’t think this 

Orison gets nod in novice tussle
BY JOE CLANCY CAROLINA CUP

Saturday, March 31

Steeplechasing

See CAROLINA CUP next page

Tod Marks
At the last, Rare Bush holds a slim lead on Gliding and eventual winner Orison (right).

Back and Forth

Tod Marks
Everyone looks like a winner as the fi eld  speeds toward the last 
fence. From left, the group included Gliding, Rare Bush, Oris-
son, Quem Se Atreve, Sovereign Duty and Extra Check.

Let us provide you with the means to promote your business, your stables, 
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We can handle your design and print needs from business cards to hard-cover books 

to newspaper advertising to signs and lettering. ST Design Services can give you the 
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Talk to us today about your next project and we’ll help you meet your goals.

STST
DESIGN SERVICES  

364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F
Elkton, Maryland  21921

410.392.5867 • Fax 410.392.0170
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course would suit him because he’s 
just not fast enough and doesn’t have 
a great turn of foot. His jumping is re-
ally good though and that helped him 
today.”

Fout credited a change in Orison, 
who hit the board in all seven hurdle 
starts of 2006 including a maiden win 
at Great Meadow and an allowance 
score at Radnor. 

“I told you a couple of times last 
year he was better horse than he 
showed,” said the trainer. “Over the 
last three or four months, he’s grown 
up and matured and he wants to try 
– he likes what he’s doing now. If he 
hadn’t tried today he wasn’t going to 
win that race.”

The son of Pulpit was destined for 
big things on the fl at. His sire stands 
for $80,000. His dam, the Dixieland 
Band daughter Sazarac Jazz, earned 
nearly $300,000 on the fl at. Jayeff 
B tried to sell Orison as a yearling 
at Saratoga in 2003, but bought him 
back for $240,000. Winless in four 
fl at starts with New Jersey-based 
trainer Alan Goldberg, Orison was 
sold to Fout before the 2006 jump 
season.

“He was very mean when we got 
him; he would get you in the stall, 
bend you over and cow kick you and 
bite you all at the same time,” said 
Fout. “If you tried to make him do 
something, he would do the opposite 

just to show you that he could.”
The race showcased the depth of 

the 2007 novice division as a fi eld of 
six produced a wild fi nish. More com-
petition awaits in the series’ second 
stage, the $75,000 Temple Gwathmey 
April 21 at Middleburg, Va.

“They were so fast, so brilliant that 
it came down to whoever was going 
to make a mistake was going to lose 

the race,” said Fout. “And I’m still not 
sure anyone made a real big mistake.”

Wait until next time.

• Pennsylvania-based trainer San-
na Hendriks sent two Augustin Stable 
horses to Camden and they erased the 
cold, gray winter by shining in the 
Carolina sun.

Timber horse Irish Prince (Jody 

Petty) skipped over the Springdale 
lumber to win the $20,000 allow-
ance by 2 1/4 lengths over Sharp Face 
(Young) and Seeyouattheevent (Willie 
Dowling). Twice a winner over hur-
dles, Irish Prince prepped at Virgin-
ia’s  Piedmont Point-to-Point a week 
earlier and had little trouble with the 
jumping in his NSA timber debut.

Carolina Cup –
 Continued from previous page

Tod Marks
Imagina (Jody Petty) takes control of the fi lly/mare allowance at the Carolina Cup, one of two wins on the day for the trio of Petty, 
trainer Sanna Hendriks and owner Augustin Stable.

See CAROLINA CUP page 29 

JAMES A. COCHRANE, INC., REALTOR
379 TEMPLIN ROAD

GLENMOORE, PA  19343 
PH 610-469-6100 

WWW.COCHRANEINC.COM

BILL COCHRANE    BO ALEXANDER ANNIE BENTLEY DAVE MCCLUNG CARL MEISTER  JOE NICK SUSAN PERKINS

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE DISTINGUISHES US FROM THE COMPETITION!

East Vincent West Vincent  
This beautifully built and 
maintained executive home in 
Birchrunville is tailored to the 
needs of today’s families!  5 
b e d r o o m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a 
sumptuous master suite with 
sitting area and fireplace, 
oversized custom Century 
kitchen with Corian countertops, 
great room with floor-to-ceiling 

fieldstone fireplace, 1st floor laundry and 
mudroom. Finished walkout lower level 
with custom bar, home theater room and 
guest suite.  Amish built 4-stall barn 
features heated waterers, attached 
paddocks, and abundant storage space. 
Fenced pastures ,  professional 
landscaping with raised beds, even a Koi 
pond, all on 5.3 acres.  $1,380,000

Custom home set on 2.6 acres on a quiet country lane 
with room for horses! 3 bedrooms, kitchen w/
breakfast nook, living room fireplace. 2-stall barn 
with heated tack & fenced pastures.  $435,000

Red Barn Farm is set on 10.4 green 
acres on a quiet country road in 
northern Chester County. Stone 
farmhouse, built in the mid-1800’s 
has 3 stories of living space, with 
gourmet kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 3.1 
baths, and welcoming living room 
with brick fireplace. Period details 
include high ceilings, bull nose 
windows with wide sills, and original 

hardwood floors. Custom pine kitchen 
features professional appliances and 
granite countertops. A 2nd home on the 
property is an 
opportunity for 
rental or farmhand 
housing.  Run-in 
shed and acres of 
fenced  pasture 
complete this terrific 
property. Under Act 319. $980,000 

New Listing—Kennett Square 
Foxcreeks Farm, in East Marlborough, is a 
charming and comfortable 1700’s farmhouse on 
one acre. Perfect for a B&B or hosting extended 
family! $800,000 

Warwick 
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Horse people know that healthy, beautiful pastures make for 

healthier and more beautiful horses. Get the best tips and resources 

on pasture maintenance, 

equine nutrition, and stable 

management from EquuSSource, a community for and by horse lovers. 

Look for EquuSSource at your local Southern States and participating 

Agway stores, in your mailbox, and at www.EquuSSource.com. 

For brands you trust and experts who know, there’s only one place 

to go  EquuSSource  exclusively by Southern States.
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1st. Training fl at. 1 1/2 miles.
1. DARK EQUATION L 155 Lupton
2. MIXED UP L 155 Hodsdon
3. WATER HUNTER (GB) L 155 Traurig
4. RED LETTER DAY L 155 Aizpuru
5. BABY BERT L 155 Hanson
6. KILL DEVIL RUM L 155 Price
7. SANTA CATALINA (CHI) L 150 McCarron
8. CRIPPLE CREEK L 155 Rafter
9. LIGHT SPEED L 155 Walsh
10. REEL LEGEND L 155 C.Miller
11. CLASSY BRUTE L 155 W.Haynes
12. SHINES BY THE SEA L 155 George
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 2:19 4/5.
O: Beverly Steinman. T: Doug Fout.
B. g. 6 Polish Numbers-Night Risk, Wild Again.
Bred by Derry Meeting Farm & London Thor-
oughbred Services (PA).

2nd. $25,000. SOK mdn. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
1. PUKKA (NZ) L 154 McCarron 
2. CLASS DEPUTY L 144 Boucher
3. HAGGARD L 144 Rafter
4. BK’S DOUBLE JADE  149 Zimmerman
5. SHINING JACK (GB) L 154 Lupton
LR. FIRE ISLAND JET L 144 Walsh
PU. RUM SQUALL L 144 Dowling
PU. HONOLUA STORM L 154 Aizpuru
PU. BIBLOS (ARG) L 154 Petty
Mgn: 1/2. Time: 4:10.
O: Eldon Farm Racing Stable. T: Doug Fout.
Dk. B./Br. g. 10 Bin Ajwaad-Keisan (NZ), Three 
Legs (GB). Bred by Mrs. J.P. Scott (NZ).

3rd. $20,000. Allow. (NW 2) timber. 3 miles.
1. IRISH PRINCE (NZ) L 160 Petty
2. SHARP FACE L 160 Young
3. SEEYOUATTHEEVENT L 160 Dowling
4. PATRIOT’S PATH L 150 W.Haynes
5. SHADY VALLEY L 160 R.Haynes
6. MAKE IT EASY (IRE)  169 W.Winants
F. WOODMONT L 165 Traurig
Mgn: 2 1/4. Time: 6:14.
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. g. 8 Prince of Praise-Jane Irish (NZ), Take 
Your Partner (AUS). Bred by B.G. Keil (NZ).

 Carolina Cup Races
Camden, S.C.

Saturday, March 31
Turf: Firm

4th. $19,360 Starter allow. hurdle. 2 1/4 miles.
Any clm. price 2006-07.

1. BIG IS BEST (NZ) L 142 Young
2. HIDDEN KEY L 142 McCarron
3. PLEASANT PICK L 142 Petty
PU. RAISE A STORM (IRE) L 146 Rafter
PU. NAVESINK VIEW L 132 W. Haynes
Mgn: 2 1/2. Time: 4:28 3/5.
O: Cary Jackson. T: Paul Rowland.
Ch. g. 8 Val d’Arno-Beyond The Realm (NZ), 
Imperial Seal (GB).
Bred by N.W. Horne & K.A. Hoskyn (NZ).

5th. $75,000. Nov. hurdle stakes. 2 1/8 miles.
The Carolina Cup (Grade II).

1. ORISON L 151 McCarron
2. RARE BUSH L 151 Aizpuru
3. GLIDING (NZ) L 151 C. Miller
3. SOVEREIGN DUTY L 151 Hodsdon
5. EXTRA CHECK L 148 Rafter
F. QUEM SE ATREVE (BRZ) L 151 Young
Dead heat for third.
Mgn: Neck. Time: 4:03 4/5.
O: EMO Stables. T: Doug Fout.
Ch. g. 5 Pulpit-Jazarac Jazz, Dixieland Band.
Bred by Jayeff B Stables (KY).

6th. $20,000. F&M mdn. hurdle. 2 1/8 miles.
1. IMAGINA (CHI) L 153 Petty
2. NORTHERN GALE L 148 R. Haynes
3. WON WILD BIRD L 143 W. Haynes
4. EVIDENTIAL L 153 Hodsdon
5. SEA CHATTER L 153 Dalton
6. TOPAZ CAT  148 Zimmerman
R. LA RESISTANCE L 153 C. Miller
Mgn: 10. Time: 4:13 2/5.
O: Augustin Stable. T: Sanna Hendriks.
B. m. 5 Great Regent-Lujuriosa (CHI), Lord 
Florey. Bred by Haras Santa Marta (CHI).

 Carolina Cup Results

was the fi rst time I fi gured her out. She 
wants a horse to run at and she had 
that today.”

• The “Never Give Up” posters at 
the mall usually involve a kitten do-
ing chin-ups or a frog stuck in the bill 
of a heron. The 2007 version might 
include Pukka, a 10-year-old maiden 
who fi nally crossed the fi nish line fi rst 

for Eldon Farm and trainer Doug 
Fout.

The nearly black gelding spent his 
fi rst seven years in New Zealand, and 
compiled a record of two seconds and 
a third (losing to Top Of The Bill, 
Hip Hop and Bonfo) in three widely 
spaced American starts. At Camden, 
he looked poised to fi nish second 
again before catching Class Deputy 
in the fi nal steps. The latter (Richard 
Boucher) blazed off the backside and 
gained a clear lead on the fi nal turn. 
Class Deputy fl ew the last, aimed for 
the fi nish line and came up about 
fi ve strides short. Pukka (McCarron) 
moved away from Haggard (Carl 
Rafter) in a skirmish for second and 
won by a half-length. 

“That was a shocker,” said McCar-
ron. “Richard went by me like I was 
standing still. I was riding to get back 
past Haggard for second and  had no 
intention of getting to Richard and 

then all of a sudden he just shortened 
stride and backed up.”

McCarron paid partial credit to the 
long Camden stretch, and the short 
inside rail just before the fi nish.

“You forget that when you get to 
that rail, you’ve still got 20 yards,” 
said the jockey. “My horse kept trying 
right up through there.”

• Bounding down the Springdale 
Race Course grandstand steps, Ann 
Jackson breathlessly claimed she’d 
“jumped every fence” with Big Is 
Best in the $20,000 starter allowance 
hurdle. Her husband, Cary, preceded 
her down the steps by 20 lengths or so 
– he must have been really jumping.

Big Is Best (Young) gave the Jack-
sons plenty to be excited about with 
an all-effort victory in the race, re-
stricted to horses which started for 
a claiming price in 2006-07 and run 
over the natural brush fences. The 8-
year-old New Zealand import chased 
Hidden Key (McCarron) throughout, 
tested him on the fi nal turn and then 
challenged again at the last fence be-
fore powering off to win by 2 1/2 for 
trainer Paul Rowland. Hidden Key 
stayed for second with Pleasant Pick 
(Petty) third.

“He’s improved a lot to me,” said 
Rowland, who may rethink the timber 
plans he had for the horse. “He put 
a lot of condition on over the winter, 
compared to last year, and I thought 
he’d be a better horse this year.”

• Dark Equation wired a big fi eld 
in the opener, a training fl at race, 
for Fout and owner Peggy Steinman.  
Jockey Isaac Lupton picked up his 
fi rst American win over late-running 
stakes horse Mixed Up and subse-
quent Stoneybrook winner Water 
Hunter. Steinman was joined in the 
winner’s circle by retired fl at jockey 
Eddie Maple, who was seen in her 
pink-and-green silks many times dur-
ing his career.

“Around this course, old hurdle 
ability really helps,” said Petty. “He 
jumped up over them, but jumping at 
speed is what you need on this course. 
He gets in the air and lands quick.”

In the fi nale, 5-year-old Chilean 
import Imagina gave Petty, Augustin 
and Hendriks their second win on the 
day in a $20,000 fi lly/mare maiden 
hurdle. Runner-up twice in 2006, 
Imagina found tough-luck ways to 
lose last year but put all that behind 
her with a professional victory over 
Northern Gale (Russell Haynes) and 
Won Wild Bird (Will Haynes).

Northern Gale raced to a huge ear-
ly lead and was still in front leaving 
the backside the fi nal time. Imagina 
kept charging, and fl ew past to win 
by 10.

“Even jumping the last down the 
backside, I wasn’t totally convinced I 
was going to catch (Northern Gale),” 
said Petty. “I don’t think that horse 
ever really did slow down.”

Imagina impressed Hendriks and 
Petty from Day One.

“When we got  her, we really liked 
her and we haven’t changed our opin-
ion,” said Petty. “I think everything 
just needed to come together. I’ve rid-
den her a couple of times and today 

Carolina Cup –
 Continued from page 27

Tod Marks
Big Is Best (right, Paddy Young) passes Hidden Key at the last fence of the starter allow-
ance over the brush course.

Tod Marks
Pukka (Matt McCarron) bides his time early in a maiden hurdle win.
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Flight of Fancy Stable .......... Tod  Marks
Orison ............................................$45,000
Swimming River ............................$28,250
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
Lair ..........................................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.....................................................$100,250
Jabberwocky Stables  ...Sarah Greenhalgh
Orison ............................................$45,000
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$93,000
Genesee Valley Racers ..... Gail McGuire
Swimming River ............................$28,250
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Riddle .............................................$24,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
Wee Highland Star ..................................$0
.......................................................$88,250
Carglen Stable .............. Joe Clancy Sr.
Orison ............................................$45,000
Swimming River ............................$28,250
Rare Bush ......................................$13,500
Ghost Valley ............................................$0
Lair ..........................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$86,750
Living On A Prayer ............ Lisa McLane
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Chivite ..............................................$7,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$82,000
SeaBass Stable ...............Leslie Young
Orison ............................................$45,000
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Flyrock ....................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
.......................................................$81,000
Hunter’s Rest ................. Betsy  Parker
Orison ............................................$45,000
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Fershaw ..................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Praise The Prince ....................................$0
.......................................................$81,000

Steeplestakes.com ............ Van Cushny
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
The Looper .......................................$7,500
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
The Bruce ................................................$0
.......................................................$79,500
Who D’ya Like Ranch .. William Skidmore
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Riddle .............................................$24,000
Slew’s Peak ....................................$12,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Chivite ..............................................$7,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
.......................................................$79,000
WILCO ............................ Tina Smith
Orison ............................................$45,000
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
.......................................................$78,000
Bossy Boots ............... Faith Hutchinson
Orison ............................................$45,000
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Askim ......................................................$0
Gold Mitten .............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$78,000
Browntrout Stable ............ Douglas Lees
Orison ............................................$45,000
Riddle .............................................$24,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$78,000
Irish Imports ......................Ann Morss
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Riddle .............................................$24,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Askim ......................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$75,000
Holly .......................... Winfi eld Sapp
Orison ............................................$45,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Irish Prince ....................................$12,000
Northern Gale ...................................$5,600
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Mixed Up .................................................$0
.......................................................$74,600

McHistory .................... Owen Demare
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Askim ......................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$72,000
Too Far Out Farm .............Tiffany Webb
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$72,000
Stampede Farm ...............Jean Donnan
Orison ............................................$45,000
River Bed .......................................$16,000
Across The Sky ................................$7,250
Won Wild Bird ..................................$2,000
Askim ......................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$70,250
Cheltenham Invasion .. Richard Hutchinson
Orison ............................................$45,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Askim ......................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$66,000
The Dukester ..................Charles Reid
Orison ............................................$45,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Gliding .............................................$5,625
Prep School ........................................$750
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
.......................................................$63,375
MVP Stable ................... Ernie Moulos
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Irish Prince ....................................$12,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Mixed Up .................................................$0
.......................................................$63,000
Millstone Farm .............James Watrous
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Askim ......................................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Orchid Princess .......................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$60,000

Exeter Township ......... Sarah Hutchinson
Orison ............................................$45,000
Pukka .............................................$15,000
Gold Mitten .............................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$60,000
Beulah Hill ...................... Doris Green
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Riddle .............................................$24,000
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Countess Avie ..................................$1,800
Ghost Valley ............................................$0
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$58,800
Dadofthree Stable .............. Joe Clancy
Orison ............................................$45,000
Imagina ..........................................$12,000
Best Attack ..............................................$0
Coal Dust ................................................$0
Planets Aligned .......................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$57,000
On The Payroll Stables .. Kathleen Strakes
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Slew’s Peak ....................................$12,000
Socca Beat .......................................$9,000
Chivite ..............................................$7,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
Mauritania ...............................................$0
.........................................$55,000
Thunder Road Farm ....... Diana Rowland
Swimming River ............................$28,250
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
Miles Ahead ............................................$0
Orchid Princess .......................................$0
Sur La Tete ..............................................$0
.......................................................$52,250
Lotta Errata .................... Jamie Santo
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Rare Bush ......................................$13,500
Diego Cao ........................................$9,000
Mr Bombasatic .................................$3,000
Won Wild Bird ..................................$2,000
McDynamo ..............................................$0
.......................................................$51,500
Alms For The Poor ........... Peter Hitchen
Paradise’s Boss ..............................$24,000
Rare Bush ......................................$13,500
Class Deputy ....................................$7,200
Bubble Economy ..............................$5,400
Evidential .........................................$1,000
Preemptive Strike ....................................$0
.......................................................$51,100

 Pick Six goes to the cameras
Photographers, photographers, photographers – what’s up with the photographers? 

Lens crafters Tod Marks and Sarah Greenhalgh jumped out of the box early and took the 
top two spots of the Hoffberger Insurance Pick Six fantasy stable game – through racing 
of April 19.

Tod Marks leads the way as the fi rst stable to break into the six-fi gure category. 
Marks’ Flight Of Fancy Stable of Orison, Swimming River, Paradise’s Boss and Mr Bom-
bastic accounted for $100,250 while Lair and Sur La Tete have yet to start. Right behind 
Marks comes another camera person, Sarah Libbey Greenhalgh, whose Jabberwocky 
Stable reached $93,000 on the strength of Orison, Paradise’s Boss, Imagina, Diego Cao 
and Mr Bombastic. McDynamo has yet to run.

Marks and Greenhalgh see plenty of races, and they must be paying attention through 
the lens. Fellow photogs Betsy Parker and Doug Lees also hit the top 10.

The Genesee Valley Racers of Gail McGuire complete the top three with a solid 
$88,250 from Swimming River, Paradise’s Boss, Riddle and Imagina with two horses yet 
to make an appearance. 

The top 28 stables (through April 19) appear below. See www.st-publishing.com for 
complete standings. 

The prize for the most creative stable name goes to Bob Rush for Three Ponies Shy 
of a Picnic.

PICK 6 FANTASY STABLE GAME

‘Pick Six’‘Pick Six’
S t e e p l e c h a s e

F A N TA S Y  S TA B L E  G A M E

Tod Marks
Tod and Sarah? You’ve got to be kidding!
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NSA SPRING RACE SCHEDULE
Friday, April 20 ................................................... Keeneland

P.O. Box 1690, Lexington, KY 40588 • (859) 254-3412  www.keeneland.com

Saturday, April 21 .....................................Block House Races
P.O. Box 1095, Tryon, NC 28782 • (800) 438-3681  www.trhcevents.com

Saturday, April 21 ................................. Grand National Races
2315 Geist Rd., Glyndon, MD 21071 • (410) 771-1756  www.marylandsteeplechasing.org

Saturday, April 21 ............................. Middleburg Spring Races
Box 1173, Middleburg, VA 20118 • (540) 687-6545  www.middleburgspringraces.com

Saturday, April 28 .......................................... Foxfi eld Races
P.O. Box 5187, Charlottesville, VA 22905 • (434) 293-9501  www.foxfi eldraces.com

Saturday, April 28 .....................................Maryland Hunt Cup
P.O. Box 224, Glyndon, MD 21071 • (410) 825-3722  www.marylandhuntcup.com

Saturday, April 28 ............................Queen’s Cup Steeplechase
P.O. Box 70, Mineral Springs, NC 28108 • (704) 843-7070  www.queenscup.org

Saturday, May 5 ................................. Virginia Gold Cup Races
P.O. Box 840, Warrenton, VA 20188 • (540) 347-2612  www.vagoldcup.com

Sunday, May 6 ..................................Winterthur Steeplechase
Winterthur Museum, Winterthur, DE 19735 • (800) 448-3883  www.winterthur.org

Saturday, May 12 .................................. Iroquois Steeplechase
360 Vaughn Road, Nashville, TN 37221 • (615) 742-8691  www.iroquoissteeplechase.org

Sunday, May 13 ................................ Willowdale Steeplechase 
101 East Street Road, Kennett Square, PA 19348 • (610) 444-1582  www.willowdale.org

Saturday, May 19 ......................................Radnor Hunt Races
P.O. Box 141, Chadds Ford, PA 19317 • (610) 388-8324. www.radnorhuntraces.org

Sunday, May 20 .......................................... High Hope Races
4089 Ironworks Pike, Lexington, KY 40511 • (859) 967-9444  www.highhopesteeplechase.com

Saturday, May 26 ........................................... Fair Hill Races
P.O. Box 2334, Elkton, MD 21922 • (410) 620-3709  www.fairhillraces.org

See www.nationalsteeplechase.com for updates and summer schedule.
For point-to-point schedules: see www.vasteeplechase.com, 

www.marylandsteeplechasing.com and www.dvaptp.com

 Jockeys (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Matt McCarron ...................18 5 4 0 $105,110 .28
Paddy Young ......................11 3 5 0 59,100 .27
Jody Petty ..........................15 3 2 4 64,800 .20
Carl Rafter ..........................14 3 0 6 41,500 .21
Danielle Hodsdon ...............13 2 3 2 79,175 .15
Xavier Aizpuru ....................11 2 1 0 57,950 .18
Michael Traurig ....................8 2 0 3 27,450 .25
Rob Massey .........................5 2 0 1 24,100 .40
Richard Boucher ..................8 1 4 0 32,000 .13
Rylee Zimmerman ..............13 1 1 1 16,300 .08

Trainers (Races Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Doug Fout ..........................19 4 3 1 $103,335 .21
Paul Rowland .....................12 4 0 0 50,350 .33
Kathy McKenna ..................12 3 0 4 37,950 .25
Jonathan Sheppard ............17 2 3 3 80,925 .12
Jack Fisher .........................16 2 3 2 73,750 .13
Arch Kingsley .....................13 2 2 3 50,100 .15
Sanna Hendriks ....................6 2 1 1 29,200 .33
Ricky Hendriks .....................9 2 0 2 25,600 .22
Bruce Miller ..........................3 1 2 0 29,700 .33
Bruce Haynes .....................19 1 1 3 25,650 .05

Owners (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
EMO Stable ..........................4 2 0 0 $54,900 .50
Hudson River Farm ..............2 1 0 1 50,625 .50
High Hope Stable .................9 2 1 2 46,000 .22
Ann Stern .............................3 2 0 0 40,500 .67
Calvin Houghland .................7 0 3 1 29,450 .00
Long Lane Farm ...................3 2 0 0 28,250 .67
Augustin Stable ....................5 2 0 1 26,500 .40
Brigadoon Stable ..................7 1 2 1 24,825 .14
Dale Thiel .............................4 2 0 1 23,100 .50
Pack Up Stable .....................1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00

Horses (Money Won)
 Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Money Win%
Orison ..................................1 1 0 0 $45,000 1.00
Seafaring Man ......................1 1 0 0 45,000 1.00
Swimming River ..................3 2 0 0 28,250 .67
Riddle ...................................2 1 0 0 24,000 .50
Paradise’s Boss ....................1 1 0 0 24,000 1.00
Fappa Fire ............................1 1 0 0 18,000 1.00
Latino (PER) ........................2 1 0 0 16,500 .50
River Bed .............................2 1 0 1 16,000 .50
Angel Del Viento (ARG) ........1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00
Hip Hop ................................1 1 0 0 15,000 1.00

NSA Standings
THROUGH APRIL 19

Tod Marks
Seafaring Man took an early spot at the top of the standings with a win at Atlanta.

Voted Best English Pub In County Lines Magazine
1383 North Chatham Road | Coatesville, Pennsylvania 19320 | 610.383.0600

w w w. t h e w h i p t a v e r n . c o m

Post Time is 5 o’clock with replays through the evening

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

WEDNESDAY IS

RACE NIGHT
AT

May 2
foxfield spring
maryland cup

queen’s cup
maryland junior 

hunt cup

May 9
virginia gold cup

winterthur

May 16
iroquois

willowdale

May 23
radnor

high hope

May 30
fair hill
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 Petty recovering from facial surgery
Steeplechase jockey Jody Petty underwent plastic surgery April 18 to repair 

a broken bone above his left eye and will be out of action until at least May 
5 at the Virginia Gold Cup. Petty sustained the injury at the Atlanta Steeple-
chase April 14 when he parted company with Pukka in the allowance hurdle.

Also cut across his eyebrow in the fall, Petty was transported by ambulance 
from the race course to the local hospital in Rome, Ga., and also spent time at 
a hospital in Chattanooga, Tenn., before returning home to Pennsylvania for 
the surgery by Dr. Peter Coggins. The surgeon repaired the injury with wire 
mesh, which will hold the bones in place until they heal. Petty was pleased 
with Coggins’ response to the possible return date.

“I told him I wanted to ride at the Gold Cup and he was pretty optimistic,” 
Petty said. “I need to go for another checkup from him before I can ride again, 
hopefully it will all work out.”

Petty recalls little about the fall, which occurred at the second fence.
“I remember coming to the fence and he started to pick up from this really 

long spot,” said the jockey. “I don’t know if he put back down or not.”

• Jockey Darren Nagle injured his back in a fall at My Lady’s Manor April 
14, but expects to be back riding races shortly. Nagle came off Irish Laddie in 
the maiden timber at the Manor, and also fell earlier in the day with Timmy R. 
The offi cial diagnosis was a compression fracture of the L-5 vertebrae, with an 
estimated recovery time of six weeks.

“I don’t think it will be that long,” said Nagle, who works for trainer Tom 
Voss. “I will be back riding out soon and then we’ll see how it feels. It’s feeling 
much better now.”

OBITUARY: VIRGINIA BEACH, 59
Virginia Anne Beach, 59, died April 14, 

at her home in Marshall, Va. Born Oct. 2, 
1947 she was a lifelong resident of Fau-
quier County. She was predeceased by her 
parents, Thomas M. Beach and Sarah Rob-
inson Beach.

Virginia was an accomplished horse per-
son and an avid supporter of steeplechasing. 
For many years while a teenager, she domi-
nated the ladies timber races at the Virginia 
point-to-points while riding primarily hors-
es owned and trained by her father. In 1963, 
she was named the leading lady rider. She 
was currently continuing her many years of 
support to the point-to-point race meets as 
race day secretary.

Virginia was employed as a bookkeeper 
for Locust Hill Farm.

She is survived by her sister, Barbara 
Broadway, her brother Thomas M. Beach Jr., two nephews, Bryant Beach and 
Wes Broadway, aunt Ellen Cockerille as well as a great nephew and numerous 
cousins. 

In lieu of fl owers, contributions may be made to the Virginia Tech Founda-
tion, Marion du Pont Scott Equine Medical Center Horse Ambulance, P.O. 
Box 1938, Leesburg, Va. 20177 and to the Piedmont Foxhounds Inc., P.O. 
Box 13, Upperville, Va. 20185 to establish a longterm sponsorship of the la-
dies timber race in honor of her and her father.

Doug Lees
Virginia Beach

Tod Marks
Pukka and Jody Petty on their way out of the Atlanta paddock.

News from
the NSF

SUPPORT YOUR NSF

 The National Steeplechase Foundation is dedicated 
to the preservation and advancement of American 

steeplechasing through programs that promote safety, 
education, fairness, and the spirit of amateurism.

 Learning from the Masters
In December 2006, the National Steeplechase Foundation sent National Steeplechase As-

sociation Safety Advisor and Starter, Barry Watson, to England for a six-day trip (organized 
by Steeplechase Times) designed to glean information on anything from safety standards, to 
jump design to course maintenance from the British way of jump racing and bring it home to 
use in the United States.

The group visited Taunton and Cheltenham Racecourses, and spent time at the yard of 
top British trainer Paul Nicholls. Watson walked both courses with the respective offi cials, 
starters and Jockey Club representatives and spent time at the start during each racing day. 
In short, the trip proved valuable in many areas – course safety, course maintenance, start-
ing procedures and – perhaps most importantly – the establishment of contacts with various 
English racing offi cials.

A summary of Watson’s report to the foundation follows, and will appear in the next few 
Foundation advertising placements.

• • •
At Taunton, a full day of racing took place on a day that offered every weather condi-
tion. Along with the 50 mph wind gusts, there was thunder, lightning, hail, driving 
rain and brilliant sunshine. Racing was concluded as scheduled, without serious in-
jury to horse or rider, on a day that could have easily gotten out of hand.
Taunton track facts: A right-handed oval course, one mile and three furlongs in ex-
tent, with seven fences per circuit, and a run-in of 200 yards. The fences on the hurdle 
and chase courses are stiff but fair. The course has long sweeping bends that suit the 
galloping types, much of the stretch being downhill. The standard of racing has im-
proved dramatically in recent years.
The fences are placed to best suit the interest of the horses; as opposed to a cookie-
cutter standard. Interestingly, there is not a fence to jump on the front, once you jump 
the last fence, until you start heading down the back, a distance of approximately 
three furlongs. And yet there are three fences to jump in rather quick succession after 
leaving the fi nal turn.
The course was drained in the early 1970s to alleviate problems, leaving the course a 
bit on the fi rm side. “Verta-Draining” is performed to loosen the ground and allow 
moisture to disperse more evenly. The density of the soil is quite different than that in 
the States. The ground has more substance and can take on an extraordinary amount 
of moisture, and yet the horses don’t slog through the ground. There was not nearly 
the damage as expected upon inspection after each day’s racing in the soft to heavy 
going. These courses need the abundant moisture to keep them pliable.
Along with the diffi cult weather conditions, there were other complications to deal 
with, as is usually the case in any day’s racing. The starting mechanism failed prior 
to the running of the second race, and was thus started by the drop of the fl ag. The 
start of the sixth race had to be adjusted and shortened 100 yards. Had this not been 
corrected, the race would have been deemed void. A race is also void if started prior 
to the offi cial time of post. The wagering public has a great deal of infl uence in the 
way steeplechasing is conducted abroad. As a result, constant scrutiny and vigilance 
has produced a very high standard of ethics and professionalism.

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES – 2007
G. Robert Blanchard, Austin A. Brown, R. Reynolds Cowles Jr., DVM, 

Jack S. Griswold, Sanna N. Hendriks, Pierre Manigault, Irvin S. Naylor, 
Sally Jeffords Radcliffe, Susan Sensor, Sam Slater, Henry F. Stern, James H. Whitner IV.

400 Fair Hill Drive, Elkton, MD  21921. Phone: (410) 392-0700. Fax: (410) 392-0706.
Website: www.nsfdn.org

 NSA Safety Advisor Barry Watson checks out an 
English chase fence at Cheltenham.
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Virginia SteeplechaseVirginia Steeplechase
AssociationAssociation

Become a V.S.A. Member
 P.O. Box 1158, Middleburg, VA 20118 • (703) 777-2575 • (You must be a member to earn championship points)

Help promote and support steeplechase racing in Virginia.

NAME ________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________________________

PHONE ____________________________________________ EMAIL ____________________________________

  INDIVIDUAL $30  FAMILY $45  JUNIOR $15

(Make checks payable to Virginia Steeplechase Association)

Congratulations 
to the 2006 Award Winners!

 LEADING OWNER
1. Kinross Farm     2. Colvin Ryan     3. Otto Stolz

LEADING TRAINER
1. Doug Fout    2. Neil Morris    3. Richard Valentine

LEADING JOCKEY
1. Carl Rafter     2. Carl Rafter

LEADING HURDLE HORSE
1. Refl ector (Tom Foley)    2. Extra Check (Kinross Farm)  

 3. Good Night Shirt (Sonny Via)

LEADING TIMBER HORSE
1. Miles Ahead (Kinross Farm)  

2. Te Akau Five (Hound’s Cry Farm)
3. Northern Thinking (Acorn Hill Farm)

LEADING HORSE ON THE FLAT
1. Gold Mitten (Kinross Farm)

2. One And Only You (Magalen Bryant), 
Fantorini (Sonny Via)

FILLY/MARE FLAT SERIES
1. One And Only You (Magalen Bryant)

2. Gold Mitten (Kinross Farm)
3. Leioa (Colvin Ryan)

HORSE OF THE YEAR
Miles Ahead (Kinross Farm)

FRANCIS THORNTON GREENE AWARD
Terrie Hanback

April 28 ......................................................Foxfi eld Races
(434) 293-9501 Foxfi eld Race Course, Charlottesville
May 5 .................................................... Virginia Gold Cup
(540) 347-2612 Great Meadow, The Plains
May 6 ..............................................Bull Run Point-to-Point
(703) 866-0509  Culpeper, Virginia
May 12 .................................... Bedford County Point-to-Point
(540) 297-3419  Forest, Virginia
September 15 .................... Thornton Hill Hounds Point-to-Point
(540) 987-8346 Thornton Hill Farm, Sperryville
September 30 ..............................................Foxfi eld Races
(434) 293-9501 Foxfi eld Race Course, Charlottesville
October 6-7 ........................................... Virginia Fall Races
(540) 687-5662 Glenwood Park, Middleburg
October 13 ............................................ Morven Park Races
(703) 777-2414 Morven Park, Leesburg
October 20 ........................................ International Gold Cup
(540) 347-2612 Great Meadow, The Plains
October 28 ...................................Steeplechase at Oak Ridge
(540) 364-1962 Oak Ridge, Covington
November 3 ............................................. Montpelier Races
(540) 672-0027 Montpelier Race Course, Montpelier Station

Remaining 2007 VSA Schedule

Photos by 
Betsy Parker
and Tod Marks

MILES AHEAD

TERRIE HANBACK
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Shannon Brinkman
Winsome Adante and Kim Severson celebrate their win at The Fork. 

Kim Severson and Winsome Ad-
ante fi nished on their dressage score 
to win the CIC-W*** at The Fork 
in Norwood, N.C. The competition 
started with a tie between Severson 
and Florida rider Jonathan Holling 

on Lion King II 
after dressage, 
but time penal-
ties gave Sever-
son the lead and 
she held on to it 
tightly.

Olympic sil-
ver medalists 
and three-time 

Rolex Kentucky winners, Severson 
and Winsome Adante had a slightly 
rocky start to the spring season but 
should have all the confi dence they 
need when they head to England for 
the Badminton CCI****. They won 
the World Cup division against a fi eld 
of 36 horses, claiming $8,500 in prize 
money, as well as winning the fourth 
event in the Adequan USEA Gold 
Cup Series.

“I’m starting to get excited (about 
Badminton),” said Severson. “We 

didn’t do so well with going over the 
week before last time so we’re going 
over early. He looks good. He’s not 
quite exactly where I want him right 
now, but that’s OK, I have time to 
get him just right. He’s better than he 
was at Poplar – he’ll be good. There’s 
some stuff in the dressage that I need 
to work on. Things I need to ride bet-
ter. Our communication needs to be a 
bit better.”

Owned by Linda Wachtmeister, 
Winsome Adante bordered on unride-
able in the Poplar Place cross coun-
try and Severson made an equipment 
change to regain the 13-year-old’s at-
tention.

“I rode him in the running martin-
gale and the rubber gag,” said Sever-
son. “I think I need a little bit more, 
he was a little hard on the left side. 
He’s a heck of a lot better but he could 
be better still. In the showjumping he 
was pretty perfect. Hopefully we can 
maintain that. It was a big course but 

Back on Track
THE FORK
April 5-8

Severson, Winsome Adante 
take Fork in road to Badminton

BY AMBER HEINTZBERGER

See THE FORK next page  

Eventing

EVENTING

Surefire Farm, 20490 St. Louis Rd., Purcellville, VA

(540) 338-0797 ◆  surefireeventing.com

JAN BYYNY

Lessons / Training / Sales
Beginner Novice through Intermediate Cross-Country Courses

USEA Level IV Certified Instruction
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The HORSE PARK of 
NEW JERSEY

JERSEY FRESH CCI**/CCI***JERSEY FRESH CCI**/CCI*** 
THREE-DAY EVENTTHREE-DAY EVENT
and Advanced Horse Trialand Advanced Horse Trial

MAY 30thMAY 30th
throughthrough

JUNE 3rdJUNE 3rd
20072007

Or Contact
The HORSE PARK of NEW JERSEY

 at horseparkofnj@aol.com

For the JERSEY FRESH, contact Mrs. Jane Gilbert 
609-259-0170

presents the

Photos by Shannon Brinkmannvisitnj.org
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it rode beautifully.”
Will Faudree and his 17-year-old 

Antigua, 10th following the dressage, 
moved up to fi nish second. Antigua 
and Faudree head to the Rolex Ken-
tucky CCI**** next. 

“He’s in good form and I hope we 
can repeat our performance there,” 
he said. “I’d love it if we made it to 
the Olympics next year, but this horse 
doesn’t owe me anything. It is an hon-
or to ride him.”

Faudree also placed fourth in 
Open Intermediate on Mr. McWhin-
ney, who is in his fi rst year of com-
petition at that level. Jan Byyny and 
Waterfront placed third, followed by 
Kristin Bachman on Gryffi ndor and 
Amy Tryon on Le Samurai and Hol-
ling on Lion King II. 

• In the CIC*** Bonnie Mosser 
and Merloch took the early lead but 
time faults on cross-country took 
their toll. Severson moved to the front 
of the pack on Anne Wachtmeister’s 
Tipperary Liadhnan going into the 
fi nal phase, but the giant gray geld-
ing barely touched the last rail and 
knocked it out of the cups.

“He was pretty amazing,” said 
Severson. “He was a touch stronger 
than he’s been which is OK; it means 
he’s more confi dent. He’s very nippy 
for a big horse which is the only rea-
son I can ride him.”

Tipperary Liadhnan’s bad luck 
made way for a horse of a different 
size as Theodore O’Connor won the 
event. The 14.2-hand pony picked up 
his fi rst career win and left rider Karen 
O’Connor (also the horse’s co-owner 
with P. Wynn Norman) ecstatic.

“This gives me a lot of confi dence 

before I take him to Kentucky,” she 
said. “There were plenty of exercises 
on the course but he did them eas-
ily.”

Karen O’Connor plans to ride the 
pony in the Rolex four-star.

A syndicate was formed over 
the winter for Theodore O’Connor. 
Shares in “The Teddy Group” are still 
available at $10,000 per share plus a 
$6,000 per year maintenance fee.

O’Connor also placed ninth in the 
CIC-W*** on Dick and Vita Thomp-
son’s Upstage, whom she will also 
compete in Kentucky.

Severson placed second, followed 
by Canadian Penny Rowland on 
Windswept.

• Penny Rowland closed her al-
ready impressive spring with yet an-
other victory. Roundabout won the 
Advanced at The Fork, and with 
Windswept she placed third in the 
CIC***. Roundabout is 3-for-3 in 
2007 and Windswept has two victo-
ries and a pair of thirds. Both horses 
are owned by Don Good. Things look 

promising for Rowland, who aims for 
the Pan-Am Games in Brazil this sum-
mer.

“I’m so happy,” she said. “Cross-
country was great and they had their 
fair share of problems out there, but it 
ran smoothly.”

There were several falls on cross-
country, though most of the riders got 
back on their horses. 

Lindsay Pearce’s Dutch Twist, an 
11-year-old, suffered a fatal fall while 
negotiating Jump 3, “the stone fenced 
table,” a portable fence. The fence 
stayed stationary during the incident, 
and there were no other incidents 
there during the competition. The 
horse was attended to immediately by 
veterinarians and transported by an 
on-site, state-of-the-art horse ambu-
lance.

Competitors had many compli-
ments for owner Jim Cogdell, who’s 
invested a great deal into his farm and 
the competitions. Codgell worked 
to establish better turf on the cross-
country track, and competitors said 
the improvement was vast. 

The Fork –
 Continued from previous page

Shannon Brinkman
Waterfront and Jan Byyny fl y a fence at The Fork.

Shannon Brinkman
Theodore O’Connor and his rider Karen O’Connor sail a fence in the cross-country round at The Fork.

 FOR RENT 
1 bedroom apartment. 

Beautiful country setting in Pennsylvania. 
$600 a month plus ultilities (electric baseboard heat).

Newly renovated.

No smoking, no pets, single occupancy. 
Employer and bank references. 

Available May 1st 
610-486-0485



 36   

T
he

T
im

es
 /

 S
te

ep
le

ch
as

e 
&

 E
ve

nt
in

g
• 

F
ri

d
a

y,
 A

p
ri

l 
2

0
, 
2

0
0

7

•

Since 18-year-old Tiana Coudray 
took King Street to Galway Downs as 
a stepping stone to Rolex Kentucky 

– her fi rst four-
star – winning 
wasn’t really on 
her mind. Funny 
how sometimes 
things don’t go 
to plan.

Coudray and 
her Irish-bred 

bay took the CIC***-W held in Tem-
ecula, Calif., and can take a little ex-
tra confi dence to Lexington.

Tied for fourth after the dressage 
with Jolie Sexson on Killian O’Connor 
and behind leader Gina Miles and the 
Badminton-bound McKinlaigh (who 
withdrew after the fi rst phase) Cou-
dray smiled at the effort put forth by 

the 10-year-old gelding, even though 
the dressage test at Galway wasn’t her 
priority.

“It was a test that we hadn’t prac-
ticed much,” said Coudray. “We’ve 
been busy with the four-star test. This 
event was more just a bump in the 
road on the way to Kentucky but I 
was quite pleased with him.”

King Street cruised around the 
cross-country course within the op-
timum time in a round that inspired 
plenty of confi dence in the young 
rider.

“He was pretty stellar,” she said. 
“He’d been around parts of the course 
before but he had no issues, it was an 
encouraging round – I feel ready to go 
East.”

Sexson  also  
jumped clean and un-
der time so the pair 
remained tied – but 
moved to the top of 
the leaderboard. Sex-
son was six seconds 
closer to the opti-
mum, which meant 
that if she and Cou-
dray ended on the 
same score, Sexson 
would win. Coudray 
went fi rst into the 
showjumping arena, 
where no one had 
jumped a clean round 
in the division.

“I knew I needed 
a clean round,” she 
said. “To have a shot 
at winning I had to 
put the pressure Jo-
lie. He really felt fan-
tastic.”

Galway Bay
GALWAY DOWNS

March 30 - April 1

Eventing

King Street helps Courdray
step into Kentucky with victory

BY JOANIE MORRIS

Tass Jones
King Street and Tiana Courdray jump perfectly, on the way to a win at Galway Downs in 
California and a trip to Rolex Kentucky.

King Street obliged and left all the 
poles up, which meant that Sexson’s 
round would determine the winner. 
Sexson added 13 in the ring to leave 
Coudray the clear winner over Kelly 
Prather and Ballinakill Glory. Jennifer 
Wooten and The Good Witch took 
third, with Sexson winding up fi fth.

King Street fl ew to Lexington April 
18, and Coudray has fi nally allowed 
herself to get excited.

“I was being too superstitious be-
fore,” said Coudray. “I’m not quite 
fi nished feeling like that . . . but I’m 
not really nervous because there are 
no expectations. I’m certainly not ex-
pected to do super well. I just want to 
get around and get some miles – that’s 
the main goal.”

The pair fi nished 28th at Fair Hill 
International CCI*** last fall and 
was fourth in the Advanced at Ram 
Tap in February. The Young Rider of 
the Year in 2005, Coudray and King 
Street have a fi rm partnership that 
will face its toughest test at Rolex 
Kentucky.

“He’s an incredibly down-to-busi-
ness type of horse,” said Coudray. 
“He’s not incredibly social, he doesn’t 
like to be disturbed when he’s sleep-
ing. We call him Seabiscuit because he 
likes to sleep so much. He’ll go and 

do dressage and then come back and 
sleep. He loves having a job, his whole 
world shuts down when he’s not do-
ing anything.”

Coudray is based in Carmel Valley, 
Calif., at Derek and Bea di Grazia’s 
Stillwater Farm. And although she’s a 
high-school senior, Coudray doesn’t 
often see the inside of a classroom, 
getting her education online so she 
can focus on her riding. 

he’s also bringing along a young 
horse, Ringwood Magister, by the 
same sire as King Street.

• Debbie Rosen and The Alchyme-
st turned in an immaculate score sheet 
in the CIC** to take fi rst by less than 
a point over Hawley Bennett and 
Splendorofthesun. 

Bennett led after the fi rst two phas-
es but used a rail she didn’t have in 
hand in the showjumping and settled 
for the runner-up spot. Andrea Baxter 
and Estrella were third.

Based in Callabassas, Calif., Rosen 
has forged a quick partnership with 
the 7-year-old Canadian Sport Horse. 
Started by Buck Davidson and further 
produced by Doug Payne, The Al-
chymest has been in her barn for less 
than a year. Rosen aims for the Twin 
Rivers CCI in May.

Tass Jones
King Street and Tiana Courdray receive their awards after the 
Galway Downs victory.

Buck DavidsonBuck Davidson
Thanks All His Owners And Supporters!

Ann & Troy Glaus • Jan Smith • Carl & Cassandra Segal • Luke & Sarah Allen • Alec Campbell • Kristen Villeneuve
Jim Fitzgerald • Nancy Bissinger • Carol Davidson • Linda Bammann • Dennis Claremont • Diane Pardee

And His Sponsors!

Available For Clinics, Training and Lessons
Winters in Ocala • Summers in New Jersey

And Wishes Them The Best of Luck in 2007! 352-427-6820
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 Ideas can become reality. This publi-
cation – both halves of it – is living proof. 
Editors/publishers Joe and Sean hatched 
the idea to cover steeplechasing 13 years 
ago and have done a bang-up job year in 
and year out. Sean and I came up with 
the idea to cover eventing in 2003 and 
we have done it – sometimes it writes it-
self and sometimes it’s like pulling teeth 
with tweezers. 

Steeplechase/Eventing Times has sur-
vived Saratoga, lame horses, sick horses, 
weddings, the Breeders’ Cup, the farrier, 
modem failure, power failure, car failure, 
brain failure, a dissolved logic board, 
Boy Scouts, Little League, sick dogs, late 
nights, early mornings, two jobs, mov-
ing (I’ve done it fi ve times since receiving 
my fi rst check from ST Publishing) and just about 
any other variable you can imagine.

And now the eventing side of this newspaper 
is about to outlive my tenure. Many people know 
how it started, at a sushi restaurant, right after I 
fi nished college while working for Phillip Dutton. 
The Clancys and I (and the rest of a small staff 
of empolyees, freelancers and volunteers) gutted it 
out for two years while I had multiple jobs until I 
went to work for ST full time. 

A lifetime of experiences crammed into one year 
changed my life permanently; it also made me re-
alize that my time in Fair Hill was a step on the 
stairs of my life. When I got an offer to take a job 
in Lexington, Ky., part of me wanted to sit down 

and stay in Fair Hill forever. The other part knew 
it was time for a change. 

There’s still a good chance I could fall back-
ward down those stairs pretty easily – Sean told 
me the other night around a bonfi re in a fi eld that 
I would be back. The level of authority with which 
he made the declaration made me laugh, but it’s 
always nice to know that the opportunity to work 
together with Creativity (Sean) and Reason (Joe) is 
a possibility.

I have learned an inordinate amount about 
writing, people, horses, raising kids, making re-
lationships work, bookkeeping software, spread-
sheets, steeplechasing, fl at racing and myself in 
four years.

I made friends, made mistakes, made as-
sumptions and made a mess – but I also 
made some of the best choices of my life 
during that time and had guidance of the 
Clancy brothers along the way for many 
of them. 

I recently accepted a job with the United 
States Equestrian Federation working in the 
communications department in marketing 
and media relations. The new post starts 
May 1, right after we fi nish fi ve papers at 
Keeneland, in addition to the paper you’re 
reading, which somehow gets printed de-
spite considerable consternation at times. 
We also have to get through Rolex, and 
I have to move April 30. That’s Monday. 
Work starts Tuesday. If only April had 31 
days.

I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t sad, same as 
if I said I wasn’t totally excited. How it will 

all work out is very much up in the air, but with 
what I’ve learned over the past few years I have 
growing confi dence that even if an idea lands in a 
million pieces all around me, a little bit of ingenu-
ity, creativity and reason can go along way toward 
putting it back together. 

Eventing editor and a staff writer for ST Publishing, 
Joanie Morris heads to a new job with the United States 
Equestrian Federation next month. You may still see her 
byline from time to time, especially in the next edition 
covering the Rolex Kentucky three-day event, but we 
wish her the best in her new endeavors and thank her 
for her work. 

And we will really miss Sailor.

The Reality of Moving On
BY JOANIE MORRIS

Tod Marks
ST’s Joanie Morris, here riding to a story with Laird George (left) 
and Chip Miller (right) moves on to new challenges.

BulletinBulletin
BoardBoard

K W

Walker, P. I .
Walker Party Invitations 

custom creative design & printing 

party invitations, stationery & thank you’s...logo design...calligraphy...  
advertisements...business cards...addressing & mailing services

Katie Walker * 484.883.2917
ktwalker@verizon.net * WALKERPI.COM

CUSTOM EQUESTRIAN FOOTING

High PerformanceHigh Performance Riding and Training SurfacesRiding and Training Surfaces

1-877-536-9572   1-877-536-9572   
www.equestrianfooting.comwww.equestrianfooting.com

FOOTING
CUSTOM EQUESTRIAN

A Division of Stancills Inc.

All-Weather SurfacesAll-Weather Surfaces 
Indoor/Outdoor ArenasIndoor/Outdoor Arenas
Hot WalkersHot Walkers 
Training TracksTraining Tracks

Race Tracks 
Consulting

A LANDMARK BUSINESS

Route 162
Between

Marshallton – Unionville
P.O. Box 570

Unionville, PA  19375

ANIMAL FEEDS
Animal Feeds & Supplies

Hay Straw Shavings
* Quality Service *

8-6 Weekdays • 8-2 Saturday • Phone 610-486-6369

CFG

KAREN D. POORE
Senior Partner

CREATIVE FINANCIAL GROUP

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVE, NEW ENGLAND SECURITIES

100 West Rockland Rd.
Rockland, DE  19732
Offi ce: 302-993-1283
Fax: 302-993-0156

BRANCH OFFICE:
16 Campus Blvd. – Suite 200
Newtown Square, PA  19073

Offi ce: 610-325-6100

EMAIL:  kpoore@cfg.nef.com

Oxford Feed & Lumber
at the Oxford Grain & Hay Co.

Pet & Horse Supply
Lumber & Building Materials
Hardware, Lawn & Garden The Drennans – Larry Sr., Chris, Larry Jr.

www.oxfordfeedlumber.com
112 Railroad Ave., 
Oxford, PA 19363

Phone (610)932-8521
Fax (610)932-8842

ST
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 Business Card advertisements are $50 for one insertion, 
$35 each for fi ve or more.Call 410-392-5867 to place your ad.

~ Serving All of Central MD & Southern PA ~ 

MASSAGE IS A PROVEN PERFORMANCE ENHANCER!

Natural Relief for Horse & Hound, LLC

Patty Bianca, ESMT, CCMT, RMT

Massage Therapy and Energy Work for 
the Animal Athlete or Pampered Pet ... 

410-756-5391 Taneytown ~ 410-840-3385 Baltimore
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HIGH HOPE STEEPLECHASE.COM

The Steeplechase and Eventing Times is proud to support the High Hope Steeplechase

Steeplechase
and Eventing

st Annual
HIGH HOPE STEEPLECHASE

r r

 
Terrier Races: 12:00 p.m.  • Post Time: 1:15 p.m.     

For ticket reservations, call (859) 967-9444 
or e-mail highhopesteeplechase@msn.com

Benefi ting The Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation, 
Central Kentucky Riding for Hope,  Blue Grass Farms Chaplaincy, 

& Kentucky Horse Park Foundation  

Sunday, May 20th, 2007     
Kentucky Horse Park



Porsche of Lexington
1868 Plaudit Place
Lexington, Kentucky 40509
859-335-1111
lexington.porschedealer.com

©2007 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times.

Eventually it all boils down to:
Do I want a car, or do I want a Porsche?
The decision couldn’t be more clear cut.  Legendary Porsche handling.  A potent, new,
500-hp engine that uses less fuel.  And all tightly wrapped in a newly refined, more
muscular stance.  Now do you want a Cayenne, or did you just want a car?
Porsche Cayenne Turbo.  There is no substitute.

The new Cayenne.  Available March 3.The new 2008 Cayenne. 


