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By The Numbers
1: Jockey silk necktie given by Hall of Fame jockey Earlie Fires 
to Hall of Fame jockey Gary Stevens after Friday’s Hall of Fame 
ceremony. 

13: Ears of corn delivered to The Special’s office Friday af-
ternoon.

6,034: Words written by Tom Law in Saturday’s edition of 
The Special.

License Plates of the Day
BY A NOS, New York.
TRYFECTA, New York.

T-shirt of the Day
Age Improves With Wine.

Worth Repeating
“It was fast enough to get him to the winner’s circle.”

Bill Mott on Art Collector’s time of 1:51.84 in Thursday’s 
Alydar, more than three seconds slower than last year

“How are things at The Saratoga Special? The best racing pa-
per in the country. I wish you did it every day, but I bet you 
guys don’t wish you did it every day.”

NBC’s Randy Moss 

“You made me look good.”
Nick Brown, one of the stars of his father  

Bruce Brown’s 2022 Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour 

“It’s the Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame.”
Hall of Fame jockey Javier Castellano, in a suit, running 

down East Ave. at 10:35 Monday morning, just in time 

Here&There...in Saratoga
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Names of the Day
Mosienko, third race. A staple 
in this space for three years, 
daughter of Hat Trick named 
for Bill Mosienko, who scored 
the fastest hat trick in National 
Hockey League history. For the 
record, three goals in 21 seconds. 

Somelikeithotbrown, fifth race. We like him, too. The Lure 
runner is by Big Brown out of Marilyn Monroan. 

Crupi, sixth race. If you knew J.J. Crupi, you miss him. 

Olazabal, sixth race. When is that tee time again? 

Americanrevolution, 10th race. Son of Constitution is en-
tered in Saturday’s Grade 1 Whitney. If you haven’t been to 
the Saratoga National Battlefield – a key place in the Ameri-
can Revolution – take the time. 

thisishorseracing.com

Crowded House. The field steams 
past the stands in Friday’s fifth race won by 

Good Measure  (third from right).
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Worth Repeating
“I was tearing up.”

Steve Asmussen about reading the recaps 
 of the Vanderbilt and Jim Dandy

“Rusty, thanks for letting me use your office.”
BBN Racing’s Brian Klatsky packing up 

 his stuff from Rusty Arnold’s table Friday morning

“Now, they chase me down for a book.”
Rick Hammerle, while handing out Kentucky Downs condition books, 

about the popularity of the September meet 

“Don’t cry.”
Shug McGaughey offering advice to Ben Haggin before  

he accepted the Pillar of the Turf for James Ben Ali Haggin  

“Always.”
Jockey Trevor McCarthy when asked if his dad,  

former jockey Michael McCarthy was critiquing his riding

“Erma, I’ve got breakfast but I need someone strong to carry it.”
Agent Kiaran McLaughlin to Erma Scott, the morning 

 after Art Collector and Luis Saez won the Alydar

“I’m wandering around, I don’t have a home today.”
Rich Cristiano when asked where he was sitting for the Friday card

“This is getting to be like Clocker’s Corner at Santa Anita.”
Trainer Steve Klesaris, one of 27 people at the half-mile pole at 6:30 Friday morning

“Nothing much changes.”
Daithi Harvey, seeing The Special on his first visit to Saratoga in five years

“Can’t quote yourself on Worth Repeating. Hey, that could be a Worth Repeating.”
Dave Hudson to The Special’s Tom Law 

“We need a receptionist.”
The Special’s Tom Law after a round of visitors Friday afternoon

“Come here, Art.”
Erma Scott, carrot in hand, to Alydar winner Art Collector 

“I don’t turn down horses because you don’t know where a good horse is going to come from.”
Trainer Wesley Ward 

 
 

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

The Chief

To
d 

M
ar

ks

“My contention is that the old guys would run 
2-year-olds in those short races even though they 

knew they wanted to go long, so they could get 
bounced around, get dirt in their faces and get 
used to racing. Now, they don’t believe in that. 

What does a good 2-year-old do now? He breaks 
on top and it’s just like another workout, he got no 

dirt in his face, nobody shoved him around and 
it’s fine. Then he gets another race, and the same 

thing happens, they get on the lead, and he doesn’t 
do nothing. Then they get in races before the Der-

by, it’s altogether a different story.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  

800-523-8143

Quote of the Day
“He’ll run Saturday. I thought he was my second best 2-year-old last year. He’s only run 

twice. He broke his maiden up here, beat some of the same horses Speaker’s Corner 
beat. He’s going to make his comeback, first time in a year. He had a little frontal frac-

ture in a hind ankle, let it heal. We’ll see. He’s doing good.”
Trainer Bill Mott about Olympiad in the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour last year.  

Olympiad finished second on that Saturday and has won six races, including 
 four stakes, since. He’s second choice in today’s Whitney. 

Here&There...in Saratoga

Tod Marks
Super Soaker. A yearling gets cleaned up after arriving in Saratoga for next week’s Fasig-Tipton select 
yearling sales. 

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  
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Only four stallions have at least six Stakes-winning 
colts on dirt this year: Into Mischief, Curlin, Munnings 
– and Street Sense. 

His son Speaker’s Corner – a future Darley 
stallion – has run the season’s best Beyer:  
114 in the G1 Carter.

Saratoga yearlings selling now. Just imagine...

SIX SENSE
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Brad Cox brought a larger-than-usual string to 
Saratoga last summer partly out of necessity and 
partly because he had the right horses to fit the 
stakes schedule. He came away with wins in the 
Whitney with eventual Horse of the Year Knicks 
Go and Jim Dandy and Travers with eventual 
champion Essential Quality. 

He’s done the same this year, although not out 
of necessity. 

“Last year we were kicked out of Churchill be-
cause they were redoing the turf course,” Cox said. 
“But it was a great summer. And it’s great to be 
back. We’re spending a lot more time here again 
and it’s great.”

Cox has a chance to defend his title in the Aug. 
27 Travers, with Haskell Stakes winner Cyberknife. 
He doesn’t have a runner in Saturday’s Whitney but 
there’s plenty of depth in his stable bedded down 
inside Horse Haven on the Oklahoma Training 
Track. The group features well-bred and expensive 
2-year-olds – including Sanford Stakes winner Mo 
Strike – and established stars like Matareya, Ark-
low, Bonny South, Caravel and Set Piece. 

Cox took some time Tuesday after training to 
discuss the entire Saratoga string from one end of 
the barn to the other, and some other runners back 
home at Churchill Downs, with The Special’s Tom 
Law. 

Magical Song: Mandy Pope’s homebred 2-year-old by Tapit 
is the second foal out of two-time champion Songbird. “She 
just arrived about a week or so ago. She came in with a good 
foundation but just the one three-eighths here in :38 (July 30). 
Good move. She’s here. Hard pressed to think she’s going to 
make the meet, but she’s here and we’ll see where she takes 
us.”

Saudi Crown: A $240,000 purchase in April, 2-year-old colt 
by Always Dreaming has three works in Saratoga, including 5 
furlongs on the main track July 30 in 1:02.10 and 5 furlongs 
from the gate July 23 in 1:00. “Very close to being ready to run, 
short on the dirt. Been training well enough and we’re excited 
about getting him started. I like him, I wouldn’t have brought 
him up if I didn’t. He’s making progress, quick from the gate 
and acts like he’s got some speed.”

Tapit’s Conquest: Two-year-old Tapit colt cost $350,000 as 
a yearling. He’s also breezed three times in Saratoga, including 
5 furlongs from the gate in 1:00.15 July 30. “He’s doing well, 
could make the tail end of the meet. Had a gate work last week-
end. Probably a route horse eventually. He’s OK, I like him.”

Unamed Justify-Diva Delight colt: How about this ped-
igree? From the first crop of a Triple Crown winner and a 
half-brother champion Midnight Bisou. “Nice colt. Expensive 
yearling that has had a couple gate works, including one here. 
He’s getting close. Could be ready middle to late part of Au-
gust.”

Quick Hammer: Joe Hardoon, agent for Al Gold, purchased 
Mor Spirit colt for $100,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 
sale of 2-year-olds. “He’s nice. Could make the meet, if it is it’s 
at the end.”

Supremacy: Owned by Twin Creeks Racing Stable, Ronald 
Ortyl and Brent Gasaway, 4-year-old Constitution colt sports 
three wins in nine starts and $225,723 in earnings. He finished 
sixth in optional claimer here July 17. “Didn’t run very well in 
a three-other-than. I’m going to try him long one time. That 
was seven-eighths and I’m going to try and stretch him out a 
little bit.”

Kinetic Sky: Robert LaPenta’s 4-year-old Runhappy colt 
hasn’t been out since third in New Year’s Eve allowance at Turf-
way Park. He’s entered main track only in Sunday’s sixth, a 
1-mile optional on the grass. “Two-other-than, he’ll hopefully 
run in a week or so. He scratched the other day for $50,000, 
we didn’t want to lose him.”

Coach Petro: Two-year-old Cairo Prince colt finished second 
in turf maiden here July 23 for LaPenta, Madaket Stables, e 

Five Racing Thoroughbreds and Brereton Jones. “That was a 
mile and a sixteenth and we’ll probably try the same thing. He 
ran well. Made the lead, looked like he might win but then got 
run down late. Nice colt. Probably needs to move forward a 
little bit, but the number came back OK. Hopefully he’ll bounce 
back good and we get another run in for him.”

Caravel: Winner of the Grade 3 Intercontinental Stakes June 
10 at Belmont, 5-year-old Mizzen Mast mare finished troubled 
ninth as the favorite in the Grade 3 Caress July 23. She’s won 
nine of 16 starts and earned $565,277. “Rough trip the oth-
er day. Unfortunate but that’s horse racing. One post in a turf 
sprint, if you don’t get away it won’t work out well. She’s back 
to the track, training well and we’re looking at running in the 
Smart And Fancy (Aug. 20). That’s a possibility. There’s a race 
at Presque Isle, too, the Masters (Sept. 19). She does run well 
on synthetic. Big pot, graded. She’ll like the distance.”

Arklow: Multiple graded stakes winner returned from almost 
10 months to finish second in the Grade 2 Bowling Green last 
weekend. He’s won nine of 37 and earned $3,012,246. “He ran 
great. Huge run off the layoff. Ran a winning race. We’ll prob-
ably point for Kentucky Downs. We’ll nominate for the Sword 
Dancer but lean toward Kentucky Downs. He loves it there.”

Matareya: Godolphin homebred daughter of Pioneerof The 
Nile rides four-race win streak into today’s Grade 1 Test. She 
won the Grade 1 Acorn last time out, after victories in the 

STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 8-9  6:30 PM

fasigt ipton.com

T H E  101 S T
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With Brad Cox

Continued On Page 7 
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Trainer Brad Cox is back 
at Saratoga with a big 
string in Horse Haven.
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Grade 3 Beaumont at Keeneland and Grade 2 
Eight Belles at Churchill Downs. “She’s done 
well since the Acorn. Her breezes have been 
very, very good up here on the main track. So, 
we’re taking another swing at a Grade 1.” 

Angitude: Third in the Wilton Stakes on 
Opening Day for owner Joseph Novogratz, 
3-year-old Violence filly is 2-for-4 with 
$143,572 earned. “She’s eligible for the two-
other-than, but the Prioress (Aug. 2) is a 
possibility. We’ll see how things go with the 
Test and that group, who runs well and who 
doesn’t. I was happy she picked up some re-
stricted black type. That updates her page.”

Set Piece: Juddmonte’s homebred multiple 
graded stakes winner and $704,823 earner 
finished fifth in the Grade 3 Forbidden Apple 
the first Friday of the meet. He won the Grade 
2 Dinner Party at Pimlico prior to that effort. 
“He’s doing really well. Cool horse. Going to 
nom to the Fourstardave, and also the Arling-
ton Million. We’ll look at those. If we don’t like 
what we see we’ll back up to the Bernard Ba-
ruch. I do think he’ll be better in the outer turf 
here at a mile and sixteenth as opposed to the 
tight inner turf. Tough spot. Kind of like Cara-
vel’s deal, he just didn’t get a trip.”

Tawny Port: Third in the Grade 2 Jim Dandy 
last weekend, Peachtree Stable’s son of Pio-
neerof The Nile won the Grade 3 Lexington 
Stakes and Grade 3 Ohio Derby and finished 
seventh in the Kentucky Derby. He’s won four 
of eight and earned $799,000. “Came out of it 
in good order. A little tired after, but you could 
see it. The last few days he’s rebounded well. 
Right now I’d say we’re definitely looking at 
the Pennsylvania Derby (Sept. 24). That gives 
him a little time. He ran a good bit this spring, 
responded well. I think he’s probably better 
suited to get a little time and point for Parx. 
His (Kentucky) Derby was good, too. His race 

in the Jim Dandy was good, too. Very good 
race, respectable effort. Hopefully he can take 
a step forward and maybe be able to win a 
Grade 1 this year.”

Cyberknife: Al Gold’s Grade 1 Haskell and 
Grade 1 Arkansas Derby winner could give 
Cox back-to-back winners of the Grade 1 Tra-
vers later this month. A $400,000 purchase 
at the Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling Showcase 
in 2020, son of Gun Runner has five wins in 
nine starts and $1,596,520 in earnings. “He’s 
doing good. Settled in here really well. He’s 
been training on the main track and right now 
we’re looking at giving him three works before 
the Travers. With the numbers we received in 
his last two I’d think he stacks up with the best 
3-year-olds in the country based off that. He’s 
starting to put it together and we’re starting to 
figure it out. He’s been a bit of a challenging 
horse in his races, with getting clear of horses 
and wanting to wait on them. But his run the 
other day was by far his best one so far.”

Childers: Flurry Racing’s 2-year-old Bernar-
dini colt breezed 5 furlongs on the main track 
in 1:02.10 July 30. “He just shipped in and had 
a work last weekend. That was a good move 
and he should make the meet.” 

Wadsworth: Godolphin’s homebred 2-year-
old Quality Road makes debut in today’s sixth, 
a 7-furlong maiden on the main track. He’s 
out of the multiple graded stakes-winning 
Medaglia d’Oro mare Dickinson. “Nice colt. 
Doing everything right, gives us the confi-
dence to bring him up here. Moving forward. I 
think he’s going to be a two-turn horse. We’ll 
debut him around one turn on the dirt, but I’m 
hoping he’s a horse that could be a classic 
type horse.”

Insignia: Gary and Mary West’s 3-year-old 
Curlin filly broke her maiden June 23 at Chur-
chill and finished third in 9-furlong allowance 
here July 29. “Beaten favorite in that race. 
Came out of it in good order and we’ll proba-
bly try again in the same condition this meet. 
She’s lightly raced, only three runs. Number 
wise she didn’t regress or anything.”

Speed Bias: The Wests’ 3-year-old Uncle Mo 
colt finished fourth, second and third in his 
three tries in the maiden ranks. “We’re look-
ing for a maiden race for him. Hopefully we’ll 
get him in, just need to find the right race for 
him. He wants to go long on the dirt. Actually, 
he won at Oaklawn this winter and was DQ’d. 
Cool horse, older horse. Hopefully can get it 
done in a maiden race up here.”

Town Square: Mandy Pope’s 2-year-old colt 
by Speightstown out of the Grade 2-placed 
Malibu Moon mare Centrique. “He had his first 
three-eighths, worked with the Tapit-Songbird 
filly. He worked fine. Probably won’t make the 
meet. Big, good-looking horse.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Brad Cox. Continued On Page 8 
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Mo Strike: Nasser Bin Omairah’s 2-year-old Uncle Mo colt 
started the meet fast for the barn with win in Grade 3 Sanford. 
A $325,000 purchase in April, he’s out of the Grade 1-placed 
Smart Strike mare Featherbed. “This is our Hopeful hopeful. He 
has done really good. Has not been back on the work tab, but 
he’ll breeze this weekend. That will give him four moves before 
the weekend. I nominated him for the Saratoga Special but we 
probably won’t run. He looks fantastic, came out of the race in 
good order. Physically he’s put on weight since the race and 
he’s shown us in the last few days that he’s ready to breeze. 
Sharp horse. I like him a lot. I felt like his race in the Sanford 
was really, really good.”

Instant Coffee: Al Gold’s unraced 2-year-old Bolt d’Oro colt 
cost $200,000 as a yearling. He worked eight times at Keene-
land from early May to late June. On the comeback with 3-fur-
long breeze in :37.98 on the training track July 30. “Was close 
to being ready to run and had a setback. Nothing major. That 
was his first work in a month. If all goes well he could make 
the end of the meet.”

Bonny South: Juddmonte’s multiple graded stakes-winning 
millionaire finished fourth in Monmouth Park’s Grade 3 Molly 
Pitcher July 23. Second in the Grade 1 Alabama and second in 
the Grade 1 Personal Ensign here the last two summers. “She 
didn’t run bad in the Molly Pitcher, just couldn’t get there. She 
ran huge here last year. She likes Saratoga. We were going to 
go in the Shuvee. Two reasons why we didn’t – Clairiere and 
Malathaat. It didn’t go as well as we wanted and now we’re 
turning our attention to the Summer Colony. She’s eligible for 

it. That gives us a little bit of class relief and we’ll see where 
we are with her.”

Blue: The barn’s pony takes up a spot toward the end of the 
shedrow. “He’s a blue roan. We’ve had him a few years. Really 
good pony. He was up here last year so it’s his second sum-
mer at Saratoga. He goes to Oaklawn, Churchill. We give him a 
break in the spring. He likes doing what he does. Cool horse.” 

Mommasgottarun: Cox and GenStar Thoroughbreds claimed 
3-year-old Ontario-bred Maclean’s Music filly for $25,000 July 
17. She’s 1-3-3 in 10 starts with $81,498 earned. “She’s been 
fine. She’ll run here soon.”

U Glow Girl: Steve Landers’ 2-year-old Girvin filly, a $50,000 
purchase at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October yearling 
sale, finished third in auction restricted maiden race July 20. 
“She showed a lot of speed. Too much speed early. Didn’t quite 
finish up the way we would have liked but she did take the 
worst of it being down inside being rushed. She came out in 
good order and hopefully we get another run at the meet. I like 
this filly. Really good physical. Too much too early.”

Tap’n de Bank: A maiden winner in late April for Alan Braun, 
Kenneth English, Chris Wolf and Michael Wolf, he finished sec-
ond in Belmont allowance June 11 and sixth in allowance here 
July 31. “Ran the other day and didn’t run very well. I don’t 
think he cared for the track that day and was up close, pressed. 
It wasn’t his day.”

Diamant Damhsa: Irish-bred 3-year-old daughter of Dandy 
Man is winless in six starts with two seconds and a third for 
LaPenta and Madaket. She finished second July 30 in $40,000 
maiden claiming race July 30. “She improved. I thought it was 
her best race so far for us. We plan on getting another run into 
her before the end of the meet, same condition.”

Hey There: Klein Racing’s homebred 3-year-old daughter of 
Country Day finished third in maiden turf sprint July 20. She’s 
winless in four starts with two seconds and a third. “Didn’t get 
away very well. Kind of hopped at the start, did something at 
the start and didn’t get away well. Tough to overcome going 5 
1/2, but she did come with a good run.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 7

Continued On Page 10 

Tod Marks
Graded stakes winner Caravel is part of the Cox barn.
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Brown Advisory is proud to support the global equine 
community and its beneficiaries.

Investing in the present 
to raise the future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM

Photo accreditation: Brenda Black, Tod Marks & Wade Payne.
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Balsa: Godolphin homebred 2-year-old Street 
Boss colt finished seventh in debut going 6 
furlongs here July 23. “Ran once, showed 
speed, got tired late. A little disappointed in 
the overall race because we thought he was 
Saratoga quality. But listen, Saratoga can be 
tough. Not sure this is his surface but he he’s 
a nice horse, does everything right and hope-
fully he can improve off that first one.” 

Shedaresthedevil: The 2020 Kentucky Oaks 
winner and eight-time graded stakes winner is 
back in California to defend her title in Satur-
day’s Grade 1 Clement L. Hirsch Stakes at Del 
Mar. “She’s doing well. She seems as good 
as she’s ever been at the age of 5. That’s the 
route we’re taking with her.” 

Interstatedaydream: Flurry Racing’s Grade 
2 Black-Eyed Susan and Grade 3 Indiana Oaks 
winner is training at Churchill for her next start. 
“We don’t exactly know where we’re running 
yet. She breezed this morning at Churchill, did 
well. Came out of the Indiana Oaks well. We’re 
trying to get to the Cotillion (Sept. 24). How 
we get there we don’t exactly know yet.”

Just One Time: Started 2022 with back-to-
back victories in the Grade 2 Inside Informa-
tion at Gulfstream Park and the Grade 1 Madi-
son at Keeneland before a third in the Grade 1 
Derby City Distaff at Churchill. Owned by War-
riors Reward and Commonwealth New Era 
Racing, 4-year-old daughter of Not This Time 
is 6-for-8 with $598,695 in earnings. “She’s 
on the shelf. Just getting a little break. Didn’t 
come out of the race at Churchill the way we 
would have liked. Nothing major, no surgeries 
or anything. She was just asking for a break 
and she’s going to get it.”

Plainsman: Shortleaf Stable’s 7-year-old son 
of Flatter is 9-7-6 in 31 starts with $1,408,412 
earned. He won the Grade 3 Razorback this 
winter at Oaklawn and finished fifth in the 
Hanshin Stakes July 4 at Churchill. “We’re 
looking at taking him back to Remington for 
the Governor’s Cup. He was second in it last 
year. He’s tough horse.”

Mandaloun: Juddmonte’s adjudged winner 
of the 2021 Kentucky Derby started the sea-
son with a victory in the Grade 3 Louisiana 
Stakes at Fair Grounds before finishing off 
the board in the Saudi Cup, Grade 2 Stephen 
Foster and Grade 2 San Diego Handicap July 
30 at Del Mar. “That didn’t work out very 
well. We’re going to send him back, get a 
check-up. He seems fine but we’ll go over 
him really good and re-evaluate. We really 
don’t know what we’re doing with him to be 
honest with you.”

Juju’s Map: Albaugh Family Stable’s 3-year-
old daughter of Liam’s Map finished second 
in last year’s Breeders Cup Juvenile Fillies and 
looked like a future star winning allowance-op-
tional on Kentucky Oaks Day in her first start 
of 2022. She finished third in the Grade 2 
Mother Goose and Grade 3 Monmouth Oaks 
since. “A little disappointing. Her numbers 
have not regressed, she just kind of kept the 
same numbers she had at 2. We haven’t seen 
her take a step forward. That was her third run 
off the layoff and we were expecting a big ef-
fort. She didn’t run bad, didn’t run quite up to 
what we were hoping she would. She’s happy, 
sound, doing well, just needs to take a step 
forward to get back in the winner’s circle in a 
graded stakes.”

Best Actor: Three-year-old Flatter colt start-
ed career with back-to-back victories this year 
before second to Actuator in the Grade 3 In-
diana Derby July 9 at Horseshoe Indianapo-
lis. Owned by the Wests, he’s breezed twice 
at Churchill since his last start and is headed 
on the road for his next start. “Probably lean-
ing toward the Smarty Jones at Parx (Aug. 
28). We’ll give him another shot at a graded 
stakes.”

Home Brew: Winner of the Pegasus Stakes 
in mid-June at Monmouth Park for the Wests, 
3-year-old son of Street Sense runs in Satur-
day’s Grade 3 West Virginia Derby at Moun-
taineer Park. “It’s a solid race, a good race. We 
thought it was the right move with him to go 
there. It’s a good race though and he’s going 
to have to step up. His race at Monmouth was 
very good, but he wasn’t quite ready for the 
Haskell. Thankfully we had Cyberknife for that. 
We’ll see how things go Saturday and go from 
there with him.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Join The Club
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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IT MEANS MILLIONS IN

FREE ENTRY FEES

BREEDERS’ CUP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS  H  NOVEMBER 4-5, 2022  H  KEENELAND

MEMBERS.BREEDERSCUP.COM  H  RACING@BREEDERSCUP.COM  H  859.514.9422

BREEDERS’ CUP CHALLENGE SERIES
Win a Challenge Series Race and earn free entry into the Breeders’ Cup World Championships.

UPCOMING NORTH AMERICAN CHALLENGE RACES
Race Date Track  Race Name  BCWC Division  Region 

Aug 13  Churchill Downs Beverly D. Stakes  Maker’s Mark Filly & Mare Turf  Midwest 
Aug 13  Saratoga The Fourstardave  FanDuel Mile  East 
Aug 27 Del Mar Pat O’Brien Stakes Big Ass Fans Dirt Mile West
Aug 28 Saratoga The Ballerina Filly & Mare Sprint East
Sept 3 Saratoga The Flower Bowl Maker’s Mark Filly & Mare Turf East
Sept 3 Saratoga Jockey Club Gold Cup Longines Classic East
Sept 3 Del Mar TVG Pacific Classic presented by the JRA Longines Classic West
Sept 3 Del Mar Del Mar Handicap Longines Turf West
Sept 3 Del Mar Green Flash Handicap Turf Sprint West
Sept 10 Kentucky Downs Kentucky Turf Cup Longines Turf Midwest
Sept 10 Kentucky Downs FanDuel Turf Sprint Turf Sprint Midwest
Sept 17 Woodbine Ricoh Woodbine Mile FanDuel Mile Canada
Sept 17 Woodbine Pattison Summer Stakes Juvenile Turf Canada
Sept 17 Woodbine Natalma Stakes Juvenile Fillies Turf Canada

Pre-Entry closes Monday, October 24

22-280-055 Challenge-WAYIRaces_SaratogaSpecial_9.5x9.75.indd   122-280-055 Challenge-WAYIRaces_SaratogaSpecial_9.5x9.75.indd   1 7/29/22   11:49 AM7/29/22   11:49 AM
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Continued On Page 12 

BY SEAN CLANCY
Gatewood Bell stopped under a 

tree outside Bill Mott’s barn Friday 
morning, looked at Olympiad grazing 
on the lawn and turned to jockey Ju-
nior Alvarado sitting in a golf cart. 

“It’s Christmas Eve.”
Alvarado looked at Bell and then 

looked at Olympiad and allowed him-
self a moment of anticipation. The 
veteran jockey smiled and nodded.

Christmas comes today as the 
seven-time winner, four-time stakes 
winner clashes with seven-time win-
ner, six-time stakes winner, two-time 
Grade 1 winner Life Is Good in the 
Grade 1 Whitney Invitational, the 
feature on a five-stakes Saturday in 
Saratoga. 

Life Is Good drew the outside post 
and morning line favoritism at 6-5 in 
the six-horse field. Owned by CHC 
Inc and WinStar Farm, trained by 
Todd Pletcher and ridden by Irad Or-
tiz Jr., the 4-year-old son of Into Mis-
chief controls his races from the front. 

Olympiad drew stall four and is the 
2-1 second choice. Owned by Grand-
view Equine, Cheyenne Stable and 
LNJ Foxwoods and trained by Bill 
Mott, Olympiad plays his races from 
second. Alvarado loves that weapon. 

“He’s probably the easiest I ever 
rode. Doesn’t pull. Push button,” Al-
varado said. “If I need him, smooch Sean Clancy

Olympiad takes in some Saratoga grass in preparation for today’s Whitney.

WHITNEY STAKES PREVIEW

The Match
Olympiad, Life Is Good clash  
in Grade 1 gem for older horses

Continued On Page 14 
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and he’s there, but he doesn’t get in 
the bridle. He knows how to run, 
how to manage himself in a race. He’s 
always been like that. Very smart. 
He’s kind.” 

Olympiad made his debut at Sara-
toga in 2020, finishing third in a typ-
ical performance from a Mott first-
time starter. 

“If they win first time out, they have 
to be good. Normally, we just want 
them to have a good experience,” 
Alvarado said. “He always says, ‘He 
doesn’t need to win, make sure he 
breaks, help him out of there, teach 
him how to finish, if you pass them 
all, you pass them all. If he doesn’t, 
just make sure he comes out of it with 
a good mind and knowing what to do 
for the next race.’ You don’t have the 
pressure to rush a horse to try to win 
first time. It’s so easy working with 
his horses.” 

The $700,000 yearling purchase 
used that education and won his next 
start at the end of the meet before hit-
ting the shelf with a hind ankle issue. 

He returned 364 days later to finish 
second in a scorching allowance race 
behind Baby Yoda. Shipped to Keene-
land, he won an allowance race go-
ing 7 furlongs for Flavien Prat before 
finishing fourth for Ortiz in the Cigar 
Mile. 

In January, Olympiad reunited 
with Alvarado for a second-level al-
lowance. He won by 7 1/4 lengths. 

“This is as far away from him as 
I’ve gotten since,” Alvarado said, a 
newspaper toss from his big horse. 

“He was very impressive that day, 
but I didn’t feel like he was there yet,” 
Alvarado said. “He won easy, but I 
told Billy he’s way better than this. 
He said, ‘I didn’t have him cranked 
up yet.’ ”

But the cranking had begun.
Olympiad came back to win the 

Grade 3 Mineshaft at Fair Grounds in 
February, the Grade 2 New Orleans 
Classic in March, the Grade 2 Alyshe-
ba in May and the Grade 2 Stephen 
Foster in July. He handled Whitney 
starters Happy Saver in the Alysheba 
and Americanrevolution in the Foster. 
Five wins, four stakes, three tracks, all 
with assembly line precision of estab-

Whitney –
 Continued from page 12

Sean Clancy
Life Is Good jogs Friday morning. Continued On Page 16 
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lishing an early position and stamping 
a closing kick. He’s secured a stalking 
spot in second at the first two calls of 
each of his wins.

“Every race, he moves forward,” 
Alvarado said. “People say you had 
a perfect position, a perfect trip, but 
he helps me to be there. If I want him 
to go in 22, he can go in 22. Like last 
time, I told Billy, ‘Don’t worry about 
it, I know where to put him, how fast 
he can go and how long he can carry 
that speed.’ ”

In the Foster, Olympiad was one 
of five horses vying for the lead going 
under the wire the first time. Then he 
was one of four, then three, then two 
and then he was in the sweet spot, 
outside in second. Turning for home, 
he dispatched Caddo River, turned 
away Mandaloun and easily staved 
off Americanrevolution. 

“Going into the first turn, we were 
four horses across, but I don’t want 
to be the one giving in, they backed 
up,” Alvarado said. “He was in a 
good rhythm, we were moving along, 
but he’s completely off the bit. ‘Do 
I have horse?’ He doesn’t pick it up 
right away, but he fills up, like, ‘OK. 
OK.’ Then he gets in gorilla mode, 

boom, he starts to pick it up. What-
ever rhythm you put him in, he stays 
in. He fits whatever he needs to do to 
match. I hope he matches up with Life 
Is Good.”

Breaking from the four slot with 
closer Happy Saver to his right and 
Life Is Good on the outside, Alvarado 
will make sure it’s a match, early and 
late. 

“I’m going to break running, roll-
ing. If he wants the lead, he’ll have it 
most likely but he’s going to have to 
use his horse,” Alvarado said. “He’ll 
get into a rhythm and I’ll measure 
how far Life Is Good is in front. If 
he’s one or two lengths in front at the 
three eighths pole, he’s going to be 
in trouble. If he’s got four or five, I 
might have to start picking it up early 
to get there in time.”

Life Is Good will test that strategy.
The son of Into Mischief won his 

first three starts for Bob Baffert before 
transferring to Pletcher for a summer 
campaign last year. The dynamic colt 
ran hard and just missed to Jackie’s 
Warrior in the Grade 1 Allen Jerkens 
here last summer before winning the 
Grade 2 Kelso, the Grade 1 Breeders’ 
Cup Dirt Mile and the Grade 1 Peg-
asus World Cup at Gulfstream Park 
in January. Those races ranged from 7 
furlongs to 9 furlongs and were most-

Whitney –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Happy Saver is part of a small but competitive field in the Whitney.

Continued On Page 18 
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Today’s Gr. 1 Test Stakes. 
In 1989 it was won by a Maryland-bred– 
eventual 1989 Eclipse Award-winning Sprinter

SAFELY KEPT.
She ran it in 1:2122⁄55.
The Test Stakes was one of her 
eight stakes wins from nine starts as 
a 3-year-old. Her only loss that year 
was a second in the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint when she was caught at the 
wire by Dancing Spree.

SAFELY KEPT 
was the first sprinter to have ever 
earned more than two million 
dollars. She is the leading all-
time Maryland-bred distaff 
earner of $2,194,206 and was 
inducted into the National 
Racing Hall of Fame in 2011

Maryland-breds run with the best.
Look for them in the winner’s circle at race tracks 

all over the world. Watch for them at the sales.

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
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ly one-horse affairs. Sent to Dubai for 
the Dubai World Cup in March, Life 
Is Good controlled the tempo but fad-
ed late to wind up fourth in his only 
attempt at 10 furlongs. 

“We caught the wrong track on 
the wrong night,” Pletcher said. “He 
came off the turn, you’re thinking 
you could win, then you could see 
everyone swarming around, hovering 
around. It was frustrating, any time 
you run a favorite in a race like that 
and don’t win, but that’s part of what 
comes with getting a horse like this, 
there is that expectation to win every 
time.”

Freshened at WinStar, Life Is 
Good returned with a facile win over 
Speaker’s Corner in the Grade 2 John 
Nerud going 7 furlongs at Belmont 
in July. Tackling a deep, tiring track 
with a natural speed horse stretching 
9 furlongs at Saratoga is a concern for 
Pletcher. 

“This is one of the more demand-
ing Saratoga tracks I’ve seen,” Pletch-
er said. “He’s trained well over it but 
it’s the slowest I recall, for this long 
into the meet. Maybe in other years it 
started off that way but was corrected 
pretty quickly.”

Pletcher didn’t dare change any-

thing with Life Is Good’s program 
leading up to the Whitney. He trains 
in draw reins every day, goes out in 
the first set and works like he’s pulled 
by a magnet.

“Just say, ‘Whoa, boy,’ most of the 
time. He’s an exceptional work horse, 
you never have to ask him, it’s basi-
cally how much you allow him to do. 
He’s forward at all times,” Pletcher 
said. “He’s got a good foundation 
of works leading into the Nerud and 
some good works afterwards, super 
strong gallop outs. Watching him 
breeze, he always gives you confi-
dence that distance is not an issue. 
Does he have to prove it? He did in 
the Pegasus. Does he have to prove it 
again here? Of course. Watching him 
train, yeah, he gives you confidence.”

Pletcher entered half the field in the 
$1 million stakes. 

Happy Saver returns after chasing 
Flightline in the Grade 1 Met Mile and 
Olympiad in the Alysheba. Owned by 
Wertheimer and Frere, the 5-year-old 
son of Super Saver won the Grade 1 
Jockey Club Gold Cup in 2020 and 
has never missed a check in 10 starts. 
John Velazquez, aboard for the first 
time, will allow the others to spackle 
and try to paint it late. 

“He’s a cool horse, shows up every 
time, tries hard every time,” Pletcher 
said. “He’s the kind that if the top two 
either mix it up or have an off day, 

Whitney –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Americanrevolution won last year’s Albany and tries the Whitney this year.
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859.873.7053 • www.threechimneys.comBREED
TRUE

Cyberknife and Taiba run 1-2 
in The $1,000,000 haskell (G1)

in TraCk reCord Time 
how Good is Gun runner?

1:46.24 nTr
Look for Saratoga Yearlings:

2, 22, 53, 100, 108, 137, 181, 186, 202

LGB, LLC 2022 / Photo: Bill Denver

Grade 1 Winner Taiba, also by Gun Runner,
is one of 5 Lifetime Grade 1 Winners
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he could be there. That’s the way he 
wants to be ridden; his natural style 
suits his best chance of winning.”

Americanrevolution completes 
Pletcher’s trio from the inside post. 
Owned by CHC Inc. and WinStar, the 
New York-bred son of Constitution 
capped his 3-year-old season with a 
win in the Grade 1 Cigar Mile. This 
year, he opened with a fourth in the 
Blame before closing to finish second 
behind Olympiad in the Foster. Luis 
Saez has the call on the tentative run-
ner. 

“It’s going to be a game-time de-
cision,” Pletcher said. “I’d say, right 
now, no. If it rains, sloppy track he 
likes, could change our mind.”

Grade 1 winner Hot Rod Charlie 
adds broth to the bowl, venturing 
from Keeneland for trainer Doug 
O’Neill and owners Boat Racing, 
Gainesway Stable, Roadrunner Rac-
ing and William Strauss. Flavien Prat 
returns after guiding the $5 million 
earner to win the Grade 1 Pennsyl-
vania Derby and finish second in the 
Dubai World Cup. O’Neill goes back 
to blinkers, which he wore when 

fourth in the Breeders’ Cup Classic in 
November and for wins earlier in his 
career. Assistant Leandra Mora trav-
eled with Hot Rod Charlie and likes 
what he sees from his horse and from 
Saratoga.

“He’s 100 percent. He is feeling 
really, really good. We haven’t done 
anything out of the ordinary, the se-
vere training was done in Keeneland. 
Here we just keep him fit enough for 
the race,” Mora said. “We’ve got him 
out to graze a little bit, but when a 
horse trains nearby he gets a little bit 
excited. He’s not nervous. I just want 
to be cautious. I want to have a 100 
percent horse before the race, so we 
feed him a little bit and just stall him. 
I love it here. It’s a great place. Great 
surroundings. This is the third trip in 
my lifetime, and I have loved every 
trip.”

Zoomer completes the field for 
owner Gary Barber and trainer Mark 
Casse. Claimed for $50,000 here July 
17, the 6-year-old drew off to win by 
7 lengths that day. The son of Curlin 
owns 11 wins from 37 starts and at-
tracts the meet’s third leading jockey 
Joel Rosario. 

Additional reporting by Spencer 
Ripchik.

Whitney –
 Continued from page 18

Susie Raisher/NYRA
Hot Rod Charlie ships in from Keeneland for the Whitney.
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Hip 187 • Street Sense-Flashly 
Out of a half sister to Kentucky Oaks G1 

winner CATHRYN SOPHIA

Hip 156 • Blame-Choosy 
Out of a half sister to SW and MGSP  

JUST WHISTLE, and FEARLESS, MG2W 
including the Brooklyn Invitational G2 

in 2022. (NY-Bred)

Hip 74 • Into Mischief-Shopit 
Full brother to SW and three-time 

 G1-placed Shoplifted. 

Hip 32 • Constitution-My Bellamy 
Half brother to Portrait,  

G2-placed daughter of Tapizar.  

RON BLAKE 859-396-4836 AND HANZLY ALBINA 859-621-0800

BLAKE-ALBINA
Thoroughbred Services

© EQUISPORT PHOTOS
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BY TOM LAW
Welcome to Saratoga sales season 

and Whitney weekend.
That means different things to 

different people, from bartenders 
and servers who welcome the crush 
of out-of-towners spending cash not 
doled out in the auction ring at local 
watering holes, to trainers who put 
up with the crush of demand for time 
at the barn, in golf carts, at the rail 
during training and in the afternoon 
at the races. 

The brass from Godolphin’s Amer-
ican-based operation in Lexington hit 
town this week and that means some-
thing altogether different for horse-
men with runners carrying the royal 
blue colors of Sheikh Mohammd bin 

Rashid al Maktoum. Wins for the 
men and women in blue always seem 
to come this time of year and they’re 
represented by three runners Saturday 
and two more Sunday. 

“No pressure, right?” said trainer 
Brad Cox, wrapping up his Fasig-Tip-
ton Stable Tour Tuesday morning 
when reminded that Godolphin often 
wins on Whitney Weekend.

Cox was speaking specifically 
about the 2-year-old first-time starter 
Wadsworth at that moment but runs 
another member of his high-powered 
stable who can shed some of that 
pressure if she runs her race in Satur- Tod Marks

Matareya rides a four-race winning streak into today’s Test.

TEST STAKES PREVIEW

Blue Wave
Matareya tackles Grade 1 while 
seeking fifth consecutive triumph

Continued On Page 24 
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Unbeaten Triple Crown winner by Scat Daddy

JUSTA WARRIOR UNBEATEN 
5-length MSW winner

PROVE RIGHT 
3¼-length MSW winner

TAHOMA 
MSW winner & Stakes-placed

JUST CINDY UNBEATEN 
Gr.3 Schuylerville Stakes winner

STATUETTE UNBEATEN 
Gr.2 Airlie Stud Stakes winner

JUSTIQUE UNBEATEN 
TDN Rising Star

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or 
Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

day’s Grade 1 Test Stakes for 3-year-
old fillies. Matareya will look to win 
her fourth straight stakes and fifth 
race overall, when she starts as the ex-
pected heavy favorite in the 7-furlong 
Test for Cox and Godolphin. 

“She’s shown she’s one of the best 
in the division,” Cox said of the 
homebred daughter of Pioneerof The 
Nile, the 2-5 favorite in the field of 
seven. “I think she’s really found her 
home around one turn, so we’ll stick 
to that.”

Matareya has stuck it to the com-
petition in her last four starts, win-
ning by a combined  22 1/4 lengths. 
The three stakes victories have come 
in graded events, the most recent a 6 
1/4-length decimation of the 1-mile 
Acorn on the Belmont Stakes Day un-
dercard. 

Cox called the win “huge,” for the 
filly out of the Grade 3-winning Ber-
nardini mare Innovative Idea. Win-
ner of the Grade 3 Groupie Doll at 
Ellis Park and Iowa Distaff at Prairie 
Meadows in 2016 for Eoin Harty, 

Innovative Idea is out of the graded 
stakes-winning Seeking The Gold 
mare Golden Velvet. 

Golden Velvet won two grad-
ed stakes for the Maktoum family’s 
Darley Stable and trainer Kiaran 
McLaughlin, who delivered many 
of those sales-season victories. That 
makes Matareya a third-generation 
homebred for Godolphin, a fact not 
lost on Cox.

“Godolphin will add her to their 
broodmare band and that’s very pow-
erful,” he said. “It’s big for us and 
them to have these fillies with big ped-
igrees to perform in the afternoon at 
the graded stakes level.”

Matareya didn’t come with Cox to 
Saratoga last summer, when he won 
the Grade 2 Jim Dandy and Grade 
1 Travers with Godolphin’s eventual 
champion 3-year-old male Essential 
Quality. 

She made her debut at Ellis Park, 
winning by 4 1/2 lengths to earn a 
trip to the Grade 1 Darley Alcibia-
des at Keeneland. She finished fifth in 
her first try around two turns there, 
beaten 5 3/4 lengths after stalking the 
pace and making what looked like a 

Test –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Test runner Hot Peppers has won two stakes in a row for trainer Rudy Rodriguez.

Continued On Page 26 
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US TURF SUCCESS: MADE IN IRELAND

Find your Irish Champion at the Irish yearling sales 2022:

CAMPANELLE (IRE) GOING GLOBAL (IRE) HIGHLAND CHIEF (IRE) OCEAN ROAD (IRE)

IRELAND: Home of the thoroughbred
info@itm.ie | +353 (0) 45443060 | www.itm.ie

http://www.seeklogo.net

We look forward to welcoming our US friends to Ireland for the yearling sales. Myself and the 
ITM team will do everything we can to make your trip smooth and enjoyable. For flights, hotels, 
transfers, travel incentives, and of course Ireland’s world-class hospitality, we are here to help!

Charles O’Neill, Irish Thoroughbred Marketing CEO | coneill@itm.ie | +353 (0)87 253 5253

COMPANY SALE DATES

TATTERSALLS IRELAND September Yearling Sale 20-22 September

GOFFS Orby Sale 27-28 September

GOFFS Sportsman’s Sale 29-30 September

“
TRAVEL

INCENTIVE

€1,600

G1 Royal Ascot winner for Wesley Ward

STATE OF REST (IRE)
G1 Saratoga Derby winner

THE LIR JET (IRE)
G2 Franklin-Simpson Stakes winner

TWILIGHT GLEAMING (IRE)
G2 BC Juvenile Turf Sprint winner

SHANTISARA (IRE)
G1 QEII Challenge Cup Stakes winner

G1 Man o’War Stakes winner G1 Gamely Stakes winnerMultiple US G1 winner
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3/4 MILE DIRT TRAINING TRACK 
Inner turf course, coming soon

IDEAL FOR LEGGING-UP 
AND FRESHENING

ABUNDANT TURNOUT SPACE  
AND ROUND PENS

EASILY ACCESSIBLE

QUALITY, WELL-VENTILATED BARNS

Breaking  
& Training

Averaging 44 Winners,  
15 Blackype Horses   
the last two seasons.

HIDDEN             BROOK

WILLISTON, FLORIDA
Mark Roberts (352) 812-6724 or Dan Hall (859) 621-0526

Located in just outside of Ocala 

Graduates include:  Champion JAYWALK and  2022 G1 SW TRIBUHUVAN
 PLUS Graded SWs NAY LADY NAY • UNCHAINED MELODY • BOURBON RESOLUTION 

 TIGER MOTH •  SACRED LIFE •  BANK STING

winning move around the far turn. 
Cox only tried Matareya going 

two turns one more time, and she 
finished second going 1 mile on New 
Year’s Eve at Oaklawn Park. 

“That’s when we tried her in an 
allowance race against Secret Oath,” 
Cox said of this year’s Kentucky Oaks 
winner. “Of course we didn’t know 
Secret Oath was Secret Oath then. She 
ran OK, but it was another race like 
the Alcibiades where she looked like 
she didn’t want to quite go around 
that second turn.”

 Matareya hasn’t lost since. She 
won the Grade 3 Beaumont going 
the extended about 7-furlong trip 
on Keeneland’s Beard course and 
the Grade 2 Eight Belles at the true 
7-furlong trip on Kentucky Oaks Day 
at Churchill. Then came the Acorn, 
which was robbed of the chance to 
feature a showdown with Matareya 
and last year’s champion 2-year-old 
filly Echo Zulu when the latter was 
scratched behind the gate due to 
lameness. 

Matareya never faced a serious 
challenge in the Acorn and won in 
1:35.77 under Flavien Prat, who rides 
the filly again in the Test. Matareya 
drew post one for the Test and could 
face early pace pressure from last 
year’s Grade 2 Sorrento winner Elm 
Drive, recent Grade 3 Victory Ride 
winner Hot Peppers and New York-

bred stakes winner November Rain. 
Matareya came from sixth early to 
win the Eight Belles and stalked the 
early pace in second before winning 
the Beaumont. 

“She’s quick from the gate,” Cox 
said. “She could show the way or 
break and sit off. She’s very versatile 
and listens to exactly what the rider 

wants from her.”
Hot Peppers comes into the Test 

off back-to-back wins in the Jersey 
Girl and Victory Ride at Belmont. 
Those victories came for trainer Rudy 
Rodriguez and owners Mike Dubb 
and Mike Caruso. Hot Peppers was 
trained by Ron Spatz for her first five 
starts, which included three wins and 
a second in Florida. 

Hot Peppers is the 5-1 second 
choice for the Test with Luis Saez tak-
ing the return call. 

Elm Drive, the 8-1 third choice for 
jockey Manny Franco, makes her first 
start for trainer Michelle Nevin after 
running in Southern California for 
Phil D’Amato. 

The daughter of Mohaymen won 
three of six before heading East, in-
cluding the 7-furlong Angel Flight 
Stakes two starts back at Santa Anita 
Park. 

Sterling Silver, who finished third 
in the Grade 3 Victory Ride after 
winning the Bouwerie for New York-
breds May 30; Wish You Well, off 
since a 10th in an Oaks Day option-
al claimer; last year’s Seeking The 
Ante winner November Rain and last 
year’s Bolton Landing Stakes winner 
Chi Town Lady complete the field. 

Test –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
A Saratoga winner last summer, Chi Town Lady looks to upset the Test.
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Bill Mott watched War Like God-

dess gallop along the inside rail of 
the Oklahoma Training Track late 
Wednesday morning. The 5-year-old 
mare cocked her head, leaned into the 
inside rail, an awkward dance of man 
and horse through her 1 3/8-mile gal-
lop. 

“It’s not a pretty but he can get one 
around there,” Mott said. 

Rudy Wolfendale couldn’t agree 
more. The 63-year-old exercise rider 
gets War Like Goddess around there 
every morning. And that’s an achieve-
ment. 

“She beats me some days, I beat 
her some days,” Wolfendale said. “I 
know her win tally is a lot better than 
mine.”

In the morning and the afternoons.
Owned by George Krikorian, War 

Like Goddess rolls into the Grade 2 
Glens Falls, the seventh race on to-
day’s five-stakes card, with seven 
wins from nine starts. The 5-year-old 
daughter of English Channel won 
four stakes last year, including the 
Grade 1 Flower Bowl at Belmont be-
fore finishing third in the Breeders’ 
Cup Filly and Mare Turf. This year, 
she returned to win the Grade 3 Be-
witch at Keeneland before tying up on 
a wet morning at Keeneland, forcing 
her to miss the New York Handicap Sean Clancy

War Like Goddess and Rudy Wolfendale gallop on the Oklahoma Training Track.

GLENS FALLS STAKES PREVIEW

Make Peace
Millionaire War Like Goddess 
eyes sixth stakes win for Mott

Continued On Page 30 
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303 Solomini - Heaven's Humor colt
307 Algorithms - Hug Doc filly
333 Central Banker - Liza Lu filly
336 Mitole - Love My Girl filly
354 Solomini - Miss Bonnie colt
374 Central Banker - Our Miss Jones colt
401 Laoban - Saintly Rose colt
455 Solomini - Very Charming colt
477 Solomini - Adriatic Dream filly
488 Solomini - Angels Trace colt
502 Laoban - Bee in a Bonnet colt
504 Good Magic - Bella's Flair filly
514 Blame - Bullish Sentiment colt
518 Not This Time - Chantilly Lady colt
534 Solomini - Dancing Onthemoon filly
540 Central Banker - Dear Willa filly

NEW YORK BRED YEARLINGS 
AT FASIG-TIPTON  
August 14 - 15, Barn 7B

McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, LLC
180 Fitch Rd Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Ph: 518-587-3426 | F: 518-587-4393
www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Inquiries to: john@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com
John 518-376-2924 or Jane 518-693-2218

New York's Breeder LeadingLeading
McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds
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IROQUOIS (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
Closes Sept. 3

$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF

Two Year Olds
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
Closes Sept. 3

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up
6 Furlongs

BOURBON TRAIL

Runs Sat., Sept. 24
Closes Sept. 10

$275,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three Year Olds
1 3/16 Miles

DOGWOOD (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 24
Closes Sept. 10

$275,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Three Year Olds
7 Furlongs

LUKAS CLASSIC (GII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
Closes Sept. 17

$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF

Three Years Old & Up
1 1/8 Mile

POCAHONTAS (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
Closes Sept. 3

$300,000
Includes $75,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Two Year Olds
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
Closes Sept. 3

$400,000
Includes $100,000 from KTDF

Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up
1 1/16 Miles

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Sat., Sept. 24
Closes Sept. 10

$160,000
Includes $65,000 from KTDF

Fillies, Three Year Olds
1 1/16 Miles

HARRODS CREEK

Runs Sat., Sept. 24
Closes Sept. 10

$275,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three Year Olds
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)
“Win and You’re In Dirt Mile Division”

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
Closes Sept. 17

$300,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three Year Olds & Up
1 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (Listed)

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
Closes Sept. 17

$275,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three Year Olds
1 1/16 Mile (Turf)

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED 
SOCIETY

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
Closes Sept. 3

$275,000
Includes $50,000 from KTDF

Three Year Olds & Up
6 Furlongs

2022 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 15 - OCTOBER 2

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary 
502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Fax: 502.636.4479

Powered by Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund

and aim at Saratoga. 
“She tied up after Keeneland real-

ly bad. The track was sloppy, we got 
her out early, she galloped fine, the 
boy did a nice job galloping her. She 
came back and she tied up like you 
wouldn’t believe,” Mott said. “I hav-
en’t had one like that in a long time, 
she was still tied up the next day. 
Here, I turn her out in the round pen 
every morning, we walk her, just try 
to keep her routine the same as much 
as I can.”

She was certainly in charge of her 
routine Wednesday morning. 

War Like Goddess stood along the 
outside rail near the seven eighths 
pole for 10 minutes before her gal-
lop. Mott sidled next to her on his 
pony Bugsy. The foursome watched 
the world go past. Mott and Wolfen-
dale chatted a bit. Mott answered 
his phone. Wolfendale bent his arms 
behind his back and stretched for the 
task at hand. War Like Goddess did 
nothing but stare across the infield. 
Eventually, Mott scoped out the traf-
fic and saw enough of a lull to begin 
the hard part. He and Bugsy jogged 
along the inside rail as War Like God-
dess and Wolfendale followed about 

50 feet behind. Mott peeled off near 
the five eighths pole and War Like 
Goddess jogged past him and picked 
up a gallop near the half-mile pole. 
Mott watched with attention, hoping 
for the best. 

“She’s good but she’s tough,” Mott 
said. “She wants to gallop right on 
the fence, if you get her out here, she 
gets her head up.”

Minutes later, War Like Goddess 
galloped past, leaning on the inside 
rail like a snowplow against a guard 
rail and rolled down the backside, 
picking it up while Wolfendale played 
the man in the telephone booth, even-
tually easing to a spot near the eighth 
pole. 

“Long hold and don’t move,” 
Wolfendale explained.

It’s a tactic that is far easier to say 
than do. 

“I got her good for about three 
quarters of a mile, the last three 
eighths is hers. Try to slow her down, 
she gets worse,” Wolfendale said. 
“She’s got two speeds, fast or slow. 
If you reach, move…I had Tim at 
the gap, she’d be going like a Cadil-
lac and one day he yelled, ‘Good job, 
Rudy.’ That’s all it took, gone. Hors-
es coming behind me, anything. You 
need to be blind and sing to her. She 
kind of forgets about things if you 

Glens Falls –
 Continued from page 28

Tod Marks
War Like Goddess chills in the round pen on a recent morning.

Continued On Page 32 
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Partnership Interests Now Available

Partners in some of the best memories of your life.

There are only  
so many moments  

in life you’ll  
remember forever.

The Finest Horses 

The Greatest Experiences 

The Perfect Partnership

       888-606-7223   CENTENNIALFARMS.COM
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HIDDEN BRO OK
Racing Partnerships

WON/PLACED IN

 50  
STAKES
RACES   

INCLUDING 

GSW NAY LADY NAY  
(sold as a broodmare for $1.7 Million

GSW HIDDEN CONNECTION
GSW UNCHAINED MELODY

Sovereign Award Champion  
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
Multiple GSW PIANIST 

(sold as a broodmare for $425,000 

Five-Time SW BANK STING
SW/GSP QUIET MEADOW 

(sold as a broodmare for $325,000 

SW/GSP STREET LIFE
SW/GSP CATCH MY DRIFT 

(sold as a broodmare for $400,000

Success at the Highest Level – World Class Horses under  
the care of North America's Leading Trainers

 Winner's Circle to the Sales Ring…
NAY LADY NAY was a  Multiple Graded SW and Grade 1 placed.  

She sold for $1.7 Million as a Broodmare Prospect as the Fasig-Tipton November sale in 2021.  

Contact Dan Hall (859) 621-0526 to find out about how you can participate.

sing to her.”
Wednesday it was Blind Melon. 
“If you start singing or humming, her ears 

come up and she gets off the bit,” Wolfendale 
said. 

War Like Goddess walked off the gap along 
the backside, through the trees and past Mott, 
two more gallops before the Glens Falls.  

“Making me work, boss,” Wolfendale said, 
catching his breath.  

Mott loves making horses and people work.
“You need somebody who will let her do it 

her way,” Mott said. “He takes his time. It’s a 
little different.”

War Like Goddess wandered down the 
horse path and out of sight, reappearing 10 
minutes later. Wolfendale began galloping War 
Like Goddess when she returned from Keene-
land. He respects her, she tolerates him. 

“About a month ago, she got me five days 
straight,” Wolfendale said. “I was spent, my 
legs were wobbly. I’ve just come to the deci-
sion to ride through that spot, don’t try to 
slow her down, just get through it the best 
you can. She’s got the racehorse attitude. 
Nothing to look at, nothing special. Just a 
stone runner.”

War Like Goddess is 1-2 on the morning 
line and breaks from post six for Joel Rosario.

Virginia Joy took a shot in the New York, 
finishing fourth to stablemate Bleecker Street 
and returns here as the 5-2 second choice. 
Owned by Peter Brant and trained by Chad 
Brown, the German-bred 5-year-old romped 
in the Grade 2 Sheepshead Bay at Belmont in 
May before the New York. Irad Ortiz Jr. takes 
the call from post two.

Mott also sends out Petricor. The Judd-
monte homebred won her American debut at 
Keeneland in April before finishing fourth and 
fifth in stakes at Churchill Downs and Laurel 
Park. Jose Ortiz rides the 6-1 chance for the 
first time from post three. 

Two-time Keertana Stakes winner Temple 
City Terror represents Pocket Aces Racing 
and trainer Brendan Walsh. The daughter of 
Temple City exits a seventh over soft turf in 
the Grade 3 Robert G. Dick at Delaware Park. 
Tyler Gaffalione rides the 12-1 shot from post 
one. 

Flanigan’s Cove makes her stakes debut 
for Emory Hamilton and trainer Shug Mc-
Gaughey. The daughter of Kitten’s Joy and 
Ballston Spa winner Hungry Island has won or 
placed in six consecutive starts. Luis Saez rides 
from post four. She’s 20-1 on the morning line. 

Florida shipper Key Biscayne and Delaware 
shipper Treasure Trails complete the field. 

Glens Falls –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
Virginia Joy is the second choice in the Glens Falls.



33Saturday, auguSt 6, 2022 the Saratoga Special

P U R CHASE A REGISTERED NY-BRED YEARLING & GET WITH THE $60 MILL ION PROGRAM IN 2 0 2 2

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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EUROPE’S PREMIER SOURCE OF USA 
GRADED STAKES WINNERS 

IN ITALIAN, Diana Stakes, Gr. 1
purchased by Mike Ryan Agent 

for White Birch Farm 
at October Book 1 

for 475,000 gns

MCKULICK, Belmont Oaks, Gr. 1
purchased by Mike Ryan Agent

at October Book 1 for 180,000 gns 
TATTERSALLS OCTOBER YEARLING SALE 
Book 1 Oct 4 – 6, Book 2 Oct 10 – 12
Lincoln Collins    Cell: +1 859 339 3301    l.collins@tattersalls.com  
Joe Miller    Cell: +1 502 773 1989 joe@kernthoroughbreds.com    www.tattersalls.com

BY TIMOTHY LITTAU  
AND SPENCER RIPCHIK

Nations Pride is just that as the En-
glish-based Belmont Derby runner-up 
looks to do one better in Saturday’s 
Grade 1 Saratoga Derby. 

The Godolphin-owned and Char-
lie Appleby-trained son of Teofilo was 
the favorite in that July 9 race but had 
to check and run wide in the lane be-
fore coming up three-quarters of a 
length short to Classic Causeway, one 
of his 10 opponents in the 1 3/16-mile 
Saratoga Derby. 

“A lot of the same horses have 

turned up again, (Todd) Pletcher’s got 
one (Annapolis) that didn’t run last 
time,” said Chris Connett, Appleby’s 
traveling assistant. “For what I’m 
told, I think that (Annapolis) will be 
up on the pace, so you’d think there’d 
be a more even, generous pace instead 
of that horse getting an easier time of 
it up front. 

“But even if they get a similar kind 
of pace, as long as Nations Pride gets Sean Clancy

Nations Pride trains on the Oklahoma Friday morning.

SARATOGA DERBY PREVIEW

Foreign
Invasion

Appleby’s Nations Pride looks  
to turn tables in seven-figure test

Continued On Page 36 
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TRAVIS DURR
TRAINING CENTERFIR

S
T TIM
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U

T!

ANDIAMO A FIRENZE
MSW winner at Belmont

PUTTHEBLAMEONME
MSW winner at Parx

ST. MATTHEWS, SC  •  OFFICE: 803.655.5738  •  EMAIL: OFFICE@DURRTRAINING.COM

SONG
PARODY
MSW winner 
at Belmont

GREAT NAVIGATOR
MSW winner at Monmouth

2YO
 Winning
      Grads

A  job well done,
a name you can rely on

THIRTEEN
2YO winners with

TEN
1st time starters
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a clean run around, he should be right there 
with them. They’re all very good horses, but 
we’re very happy with the way he’s been train-
ing and going into the race so fingers crossed he 
can run a big race.”

Nations Pride’s training has gone well in 
Saratoga. The son of Teofilo trained on the 
fresh main track at 5:30 every morning with 
stablemate With The Moonlight, who runs in 
Sunday’s Grade 3 $700,000 Saratoga Oaks. 
Both horses can become skittish when tran-
sitioning to a different surface when walking 
to the track from a deep, sandy horse path to 
a slick paved or bare dirt road. Nations Pride 
was calmer than With The Moonlight Friday 
morning when a golf cart approached on their 
walk over, and she scurried sideways and threw 
her head around for about 10 seconds. 

“These horses have been all over the world 
and we’ve got guys who are very good riders 
in Patrice (Pot) and Noel (Garbutt). You trust 
your riders that they’re going to handle the 
situation,” Connett said. “But it’s good for them 
to come out and to be around different noises and 
things, hopefully it helps desensitize them to com-
ing out on race day.”

Nations Pride has seen his share of spectacles, 

notably the celebratory smoke set off just before the 
June 4 Epsom Derby for Queen Elizabeth II’s plati-
num jubilee. That didn’t bother him, but he was not 
suited for the 1 1/2-mile distance that day at Epsom 
and finished eighth.

“Anything from a mile and an eighth to a mile 

and a quarter, that’s his optimum,” Connett 
said. “He ran in the English Derby over a mile 
and a half and the team were happy with him 
going into it, but it was an unknown how he’d 
handle that trip and he showed that it’s just 
not his trip, it’s too far. He has a bit more pace 
than that as well, but he just didn’t handle a 
mile and a half. He showed before that over a 
mile and a quarter he beat the horse that fin-
ished second in the Derby pretty soundly but 
stepping up after that trip just found him out, 
unfortunately.”

A disappointing result, but the upside is the 
improvement that followed for the 7-2 shot.

“Since the Derby in England, he’s filled out,” 
Connett said. “He looks like he’s put on a nice 
bit of condition, he’s filled out his frame. His 
rider, Noel Garbutt, has been very happy with 
him. We’re just trying to keep the lid on him 
until (Saturday) and hopefully we get a nice bit 
of luck and he can run his true race.”

Fellow Epsom Derby and Belmont Derby 
runner Stone Age, who finished sixth and third, 
respectively, is another Irish-bred invader tak-
ing aim at the winner’s share of the $1 million 
purse for trainer Aidan O’Brien and owners Pe-

ter Brant, Susan Magnier, Michael Tabor, Derrick 
Smith and Westerberg. 

The Galileo colt turned heads Friday morning 
before he was on track, as he exited the quarantine 

Saratoga Derby–
 Continued from page 34

Continued On Page 38 

Sean Clancy
Stone Age heads back to the barn Friday morning.
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Down Royal

Winner of the Grade 1 
A.P. Smithwick Memorial

Steeplechase July 20.

Breeder: Kate and Bernie Dalton.
Owner: Shadowfax Stable.

Trainer: Kate Dalton.

Tod Marks
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barn into the Oklahoma Annex with an ear-split-
ting whinny as he looked at rival Classic Causeway, 
who was grazing just 20 yards away. That got the 
attention of Classic Causeway and trainer Kenny 
McPeek’s staff, who laughed it off. Pat Keating, as-
sistant to trainer Aidan O’Brien, was unfazed de-
spite being on the end of the shank.

“He makes a lot of noise, that’s normal for him,” 
Keating said of the 9-2 third choice. “The horse is 
training great, we’re very happy.”

Classic Causeway will attempt to top the Irish-
breds for the second straight time. The son of Gi-
ant’s Causeway won the Belmont Derby all the way 
on the lead in his turf debut under Julien Leparoux, 
who rides again Saturday. 

McPeek took over the colt’s training after he 
ran 11th in the Kentucky Derby for trainer Brian 
Lynch. Lynch guided Classic Causeway to three 
wins in eight starts. 

“He came in in really great shape,” McPeek said. 
“Brian did a great job with the horse. We were just 
fortunate to find another dynamic with him on the 
grass. It’s a solid field. When they give away sev-
en-figure, million-dollar races you’re going to have 
to run for your money.”

The Kentucky-bred trained a couple of minutes 
after the Oklahoma Training Track opened Friday 

at 5:30 a.m., his usual 1 1/2-mile gallop on the dirt 
in a slight drizzle. He ended his race week routine 
just after a horse from another barn got loose, 
which McPeek’s assistant trainer Jake McEntee 
corralled.

“He does everything very easy,” McEntee said 
walking back with Classic Causeway after his 
training. “It didn’t take anything out of him.”

McPeek said he didn’t want to overdo it the day 

before the race. 
“They were long and steady,” McPeek said. “We 

actually let him kind of leave the pole and go easier 
the first part of it and then concentrated on the last 
quarter of a mile finishing, which is how he needs 
to run in this next one.”

Bass Racing’s homebred Annapolis is the 5-2 
morning-line favorite for trainer Todd Pletcher. 
He’s one of three runners for Pletcher, along with 
8-1 Emmanuel and 15-1 Grand Sonata. Irad Or-
tiz Jr. has the mount on Annapolis, who broke his 
maiden in his debut last September at Saratoga be-
fore a victory in the Grade 2 Pilgrim at Belmont. 
He comes in off a win in the Manila Stakes July 4 
at Belmont. 

Emmanuel has three wins in five starts and comes 
off a win in the Grade 2 Pennine Ridge Stakes. 
Grand Sonata finished fourth in the Belmont Derby, 
but does have three wins to his name including the 
Grade 3 Kitten’s Joy at Gulfstream Park.

Graham Motion sends out two entries in the 
French-bred Royal Patronage and Sy Dog. 

Royal Patronage finished fifth in the Belmont 
Derby. He won two graded stakes in 2021 - the  
Grade 3 Tattersalls Acomb Stakes and Grade 2 
Juddmonte Royal Lodge Stakes. Joel Rosario rides 
the 10-1 Royal Patronage. Manny Franco returns 
on Sy Dog, 12-1 off his sixth in the Belmont Derby. 
He’s won three of five, including the Grade 3 Tran-
sylvania at Keeneland. 

Longshots Main Event, Stolen Base and Ethereal 
Road complete the field. 

Saratoga Derby –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
Ethereal Road turns to the turf in the Saratoga Derby.
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Sharp Azteca's progeny own the
2nd, 3rd and 4th fastest 2YO colt beyers

Co-leading Freshman Sire of
Stakes Winners

Grade 1 Winner of $2,406,740 • 14 of 17 times in the money

LGB, LLC 2022 / Photos: Coady Photography, Bill Denver

Undefeated
Stakes Winner

Sharp Aza tack

Undefeated
Stakes Winner
Tyler's Tribe

Inquiries to Tom Hamm and Rebecca Nicholson
859.873.7053 • www.threechimneys.com
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There’s a reason our  
racing partners    

BELIEVE BIG!u  

BIG DAYS
 BIG WINS

eclipsetbpartners.com

NEST runs away in G1 CCA Oaks  
winning by an impressive 12 1/4  lengths!  
© TOD MARKS PHOTO

BY TOM LAW
Safe Conduct thrives in Saratoga. 
He proved it in 2020, when bare-

ly anyone was able to see it up close 
thanks to the pandemic and when the 
then 2-year-old son of Bodemeister 
broke his maiden in his second start 
sprinting on the grass. 

He flourished again last year, and 
again never got the opportunity to 
showcase his skills to the spirited on-
track crowd. Blame that on trainer 
Phil Serpe and owner Dr. Robert Vu-
kovich opting to send him across the 
border to win the Queen’s Plate, the 
opening jewel of the Canadian Triple 
Crown and the oldest stakes race run 
in North America. Oh, and one worth 
$781,479. 

“He loves it up here,” Serpe said 
during training Friday morning. 
“He’s really coming into himself up 
here. Just like last summer.”

Serpe remembered loading the On-
tario-bred colt on a van headed west 
to Woodbine for the Aug. 22 Queen’s 
Plate, and feeling much the same way 
heading into Saturday’s $135,000 
Fasig-Tipton Lure Stakes, the first of 
five stakes on a stacked Whitney Day 

card at Saratoga Race Course. 
“When I put him on the van, Lisa 

(Bartkowski) was up in Canada and I 
said, ‘if ‘he gets off this van like he is 
when he’s getting on it he’s going to 
be tough,’ ” Serpe said. 

Safe Conduct won the 1 1/4-mile 
Queen’s Plate by a head under Irad 
Ortiz Jr., topping a dozen other Ca-
nadian-breds to collect $467,952 for 
Vukovich’s WellSpring Stables. The 
victory was one of two last season 
to go with two stakes placings. He’s 
run twice three times this season, in-
cluding a victory in a Belmont Park 
optional in May and a second in the 
Grade 3 Monmouth Stakes in June. 

“He’s coming into this race in re-
ally good shape,” Serpe said. “He’s 
moving. The plan was to move for-
ward from the race at Belmont, the 
race at Monmouth and this race.”

Safe Conduct, the 6-1 co-fourth 
choice in the 1 1/16-mile stakes on the 
Mellon Turf Course, makes his first 
Saratoga start since winning a turf 
maiden at the same trip in late August 
2020. He didn’t run again at 2 and 

returned with a runner-up finish in his 
first try against winners in March at 
Gulfstream Park. Safe Conduct won 
an optional claimer in early May be-
fore six straight stakes engagements 
loomed, the Queen’s Plate victory on 
Woodbine’s synthetic being the lone 
win. 

Serpe purposely bypassed the 
Prince of Wales on dirt at Fort Erie, 
the Canadian Triple Crown’s second 
jewel, but sent the colt back to Wood-
bine for the Breeders’ Stakes going 1 
1/2 miles on yielding ground. He fin-
ished eighth, beaten 14 3/4 lengths. 

Serpe has kept an eye on the 
weather the last few days, hoping the 
turf would remain firm for Saturday’s 
Whitney Day card.

“We have to hope the rain stays 
away,” he said. “He just doesn’t like 
it unless it’s firm. All these storms we 
were supposed to get, we didn’t get 
much (Thursday) night and there’s 
still some in the forecast for (Friday) 
evening but hopefully we’ll be OK. 

“Again, as long as it’s firm. If it 
were to get soft or soggy, we would 

Tod Marks
Safe Conduct gets a chance to run at Saratoga for the first time since a 2020 maiden win.

LURE STAKES PREVIEW

Staying ‘Safe’ 
in Saratoga

Serpe bids for turf stakes win 
with Canadian classic winner 

Continued On Page 41 
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SUCCESS IS NO ACCIDENT...

Proud of our 5
Triple Crown Graduates.

Early Voting
2022 Preakness Winner

Essential Quality
2021 Belmont Winner

Palace Malice
2013 Belmont Winner

Nyquist
2016 Derby Winner

Orb
2013 Derby Winner

have to think about not running.”
Chad Brown, atop the trainer 

standings through Friday with 16 
winners, seeks another turf stakes win 
at the meet with 2-1 favorite Public 
Sector and 5-1 third choice Sifting 
Sands. 

Klaravich Stable’s Public Sector 
runs back after finishing third behind 
City Man and Atone in the Grade 
3 Forbidden Apple going 1 mile on 
the inner turf the first Friday of the 
meet. Flavien Prat rides the 4-year-old 
English-bred son of Kingman, who 
hasn’t won in four starts since the 
Grade 2 Hill Prince last October at 
Belmont. The Forbidden Apple was 
Public Sector’s first defeat on the grass 
at Saratoga, after a debut maiden win 
in 2020 and the Grade 2 Hall of Fame 
and Grade 3 Saranac last season. 

Peter Brant’s Sifting Sands comes 
off a win over stablemate and Thurs-
day winner Emaraaty in an optional 

claimer going 1 mile on the grass July 
3 at Belmont. He won the restricted 
Better Talk Now Stakes and an op-
tional claimer on the grass at Sarato-
ga last summer. Manny Franco takes 
the return call. 

Multiple New York-bred cham-
pion and 5-2 second choice Some-
likeithotbrown also brings an affinity 
to Saratoga. He’s won two of three 
here, including the Grade 2 Bernard 
Baruch in 2020. Irad Ortiz Jr., the 
meet’s leading rider with 26 wins 
through Friday, rides the 6-year-old 
son of Big Brown for trainer Mike 
Maker. 

Wesley Ward, fresh from winning 
Friday’s Grade 3 Troy with Gold-
en Pal, sends out Duke Of Hazzard. 
The 6-year-old French-bred gelding 
by Lope de Vega is 6-1 on the line 
for Jose Ortiz. South Bend, sixth in 
last year’s Lure; Dynadrive, a win-
ner in a 10-furlong optional claimer 
on the grass at Belmont July 1; and T 
D Dance, winner of the 2021 James 
W. Murphy at Pimlico, complete the 
field. 

Lure –
 Continued from page 40

Tod Marks
Public Sector is favored in the Lure, off a third in the Forbidden Apple July 15.Join The Readers Club – thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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Saturday, August 6.

1ST (12:35PM). $105,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Track Mate ..................... J. Gomez ......................... D. Lukas ....................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Alexis Zorba (GB) ........... J. Velazquez ..................... J. O’Brien ..................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Cara’s Prince .................. H. Harkie .......................... M. Friedman ............... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mullingar ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Red Route One ............... J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Moonflyer ....................... L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez .............. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Battle of Normandy ........ K. Carmouche .................. C. McGaughey III ......... 2-1

2ND (1:08PM). $45,000, MCL $30,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............School of Thought ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ B. Lucas ....................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Lordhearmyprayer ......... A. Castillo ........................ O. Barrera, III ............. 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Madame Rose ................ J. Samuel ........................ E. Jones ..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............She Caught My Eye ........ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mostly Harmless ............ J. Gomez ......................... C. Martin ...................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Afilada ............................ L. Saez ............................. B. Brown ...................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Toosweettobesour .......... D. Davis ........................... J. Begg ....................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tekila .............................. J. Velazquez ..................... M. Hennig .................... 7-2

3RD (1:44PM). $100,000, AOC $45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Happy Sophia ................. A. Castillo ........................ R. Persaud ................. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Khali Magic .................... M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Quality Stones ................ O. Hernandez Moreno ...... P. Quick ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Miss Alacrity .................. J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Pretty Clever .................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Begg ....................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Impazible Donna ............ J. Gomez ......................... B. Levine ...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Mosienko ....................... L. Saez ............................. D. Lalman ..................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Beautiful Karen ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 5-1

4TH (2:18PM). $120,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2 ............Eyes On Target ............... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker ...................... 2-1
1a  .... 9 ............Dream Works (FR) ......... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1
2  ..... 1 ............Good Governance (GB) .. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
3  ..... 3 ............Ocean Atlantique ............ L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Founder .......................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Famished ....................... K. Carmouche .................. P. Quick ...................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wicked Fast .................... J. Castellano .................... J. Abreu ...................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Casanova Kitten ............. M. Franco ........................ S. Joseph, Jr. ............. 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Turn of Events ................ J. Ortiz ............................. G. Weaver..................... 6-1
9  ..... AE-MTO .Kinetic Sky ..................... M. Franco ........................ B. Cox .......................... 5-1
10..... AE-MTO .Two Thirty Five ............... . Rider TBA ...................... S. Klesaris .................... 2-1
11..... AE-MTO .Swiftsure ........................ F. Prat .............................. R. Brisset ..................... 4-1

5TH (2:50PM). $135,000, STK - THE FASIG-TIPTON LURE, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Public Sector (GB) ......... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Safe Conduct .................. T. Gaffalione ..................... P. Serpe ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............South Bend .................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Duke of Hazzard (FR) ..... J. Ortiz ............................. W. Ward ....................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Dynadrive ....................... E. Cancel .......................... T. Morley .................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............T D Dance ...................... L. Saez ............................. J. Barkley ................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Sifting Sands (GB) ......... M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Somelikeithotbrown ....... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 5-2

6TH (3:24PM). $105,000, MSW, 2 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Crupi .............................. L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
1a  .... 8 ............Point Proven .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
2  ..... 1 ............Disarm ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
3  ..... 2 ............Perform .......................... K. Carmouche .................. C. McGaughey III ......... 7-2
4  ..... 3 ............Arthur’s Ride .................. J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 4 ............Wadsworth ..................... M. Franco ........................ B. Cox ........................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Rocket Can ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Western Ghent ............... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
8  ..... 9 ............Olazabal ......................... J. Castellano .................... G. Delgado ................. 15-1

7TH (3:58PM). $250,000, STK - THE GLENS FALLS, 4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/2M (INNER 
TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Temple City Terror .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ..................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Virginia Joy (GER) ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Petricor (GB) .................. J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Flanigan’s Cove .............. L. Saez ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Key Biscayne .................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Alvarado ................. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............War Like Goddess .......... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 1-2
7  ..... 7 ............Treasure Tails ................. M. Rowland ..................... C. Holtzinger .............. 50-1

8TH (4:34PM). $115,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Perfect Munnings ........... D. Davis ........................... T. Pletcher .................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Anejo .............................. J. Velazquez ..................... D. O’Neill .................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Scilly Cay ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Prince of Pharoahs ......... K. Carmouche .................. L. Rice ........................ 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Fluid Situation ................ J. Castellano .................... J. Terranova, II ............. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hometown ..................... M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ........................ 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Money Supply ................ F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Saint Tapit ...................... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-5
9  ..... 9 ............Osbourne ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Moquett ................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........American Gentleman ...... J. Rosario ........................ G. Rodriguez .............. 20-1

9TH (5:07PM). $500,000, STK - THE LONGINES TEST, 3 YO, F , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Matareya ........................ F. Prat .............................. B. Cox .......................... 2-5
2  ..... 2 ............Sterling Silver ................ T. McCarthy ..................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Elm Drive ....................... M. Franco ........................ M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Wish You Well ................ T. Gaffalione ..................... G. Weaver................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............November Rein .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. Breen ..................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hot Peppers ................... L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Chi Town Lady................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ..................... 15-1

10TH (5:43PM). $1,000,000, STK - THE WHITNEY, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Americanrevolution ........ L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Hot Rod Charlie .............. F. Prat .............................. D. O’Neill ...................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Zoomer .......................... J. Rosario ........................ M. Casse .................... 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Olympiad ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Happy Saver ................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Life Is Good ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 6-5

11TH (6:20PM). $1,000,000,  CAESARS SARATOGA DERBY INVITATIONAL, 3 YO, 1 3/16M 
(TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Main Event ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. G. Weaver................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Grand Sonata ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Pletcher .................. 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Emmanuel ...................... F. Prat .............................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Nations Pride (IRE) ........ W. Buick .......................... C. Appleby .................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Stolen Base .................... D. Davis ........................... M. Maker .................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Annapolis ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Royal Patronage (FR) ..... J. Rosario ........................ H. Motion ................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sy Dog ........................... M. Franco ........................ H. Motion ................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Classic Causeway ........... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Stone Age (IRE) ............. J. Velazquez ..................... A. O’Brien ..................... 9-2
11..... 11 ..........Ethereal Road ................. L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ..................... 15-1

Copyright 2022 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Need Space?
Ten stalls for rent 15 minutes from Saratoga Race Course.

Remodeled barn and paddocks.
Call Pete Yezzi at  (518) 210-9979
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12TH (6:53PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 9 ............Bert Bert Bert ................. D. Davis ........................... C. Baker ...................... 10-1
1a  .... AE..........Uragano ......................... J. Gomez ......................... K. Breen ..................... 10-1
2  ..... 1 ............Your Mission .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
3  ..... 2 ............Curlin’s Wisdom ............. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 8-1
4  ..... 3 ............Action Jackson ............... F. Prat .............................. J. Abreu ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Sir John ......................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 5 ............Excursionniste ............... J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................. 15-1
7  ..... 6 ............Walk Em Down ............... T. Gaffalione ..................... C. Brown ...................... 6-1
8  ..... 7 ............Dreampoint .................... J. Rosario ........................ G. Sciacca .................... 8-1
9  ..... 8 ............Biondi ............................. L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ........................ 7-2
10..... 10 ..........Conquist ......................... T. McCarthy ..................... J. Kimmel ................... 15-1
11..... AE-MTO .Olympic Dreams ............ . Rider TBA ...................... C. Clement.................... 8-1

 SARATOGA ENTRIES

www.millridge.com

OSCAR
PERFORMANCE

of the meet

The breeder of the horse with the  
Top Performance of 2022 receives  
a FREE 2023 breeding season to  

Oscar Performance. Good luck to all. 

In Italian. Her Diana score was something. 
Grade 1 win, course record. Bellissimo.

Epicenter. Second in Derby, second in 
Preakness, first in Jim Dandy. Travers next.

Nest. Take that 3-year-old filly division. Next 
stop Alabama. Or Travers?

Jackie’s Warrior. Three Gr. 1 Saratoga wins 
in three years? He’s like a mini-Fourstardave. 

Clairiere. Gutsy 4-year-old filly knocked off 
rival (and fellow Curlin daughter) Malathaat.

Kimari. Ripper of a Grade 2 sprint win in the 
Honorable Miss. 

Just Cindy. Kentucky arrival delivered a 
masterpiece in Schuyerville. 

Mo Strike. Cox trainee served notice with 
Sanford score.

Prank. Now that’s a debut. Into Mischief filly 
(A+  name) rocketed to 9 3/4-length victory. 

Big Invasion. Make that five in a row for 
new graded stakes winner after Quick Call.

1 .
2.
3 .
4.
5 .
6 .
7.
8 .
9.
10.

We’ll Ride  
Anywhere You Ship.

  

Reylu Gutierrez 116 
Colonial Downs, Ellis Park, Kentucky Downs

David Cabrera 118 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Rene Diaz 114* 
Ellis Park, Indiana Grand

Emmanuel Esquivel 116 
Indiana Grand

Freddy Manrrique 116 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Jose Santos Jr.   (305) 979-7779   

www.carolinacup.org/stc 

200 Knights Hill Rd.,

Camden, SC 29020 

803.432.6513

info@carolinacup.org

Facilities
Springdale Training CenterSpringdale Training Center

Premier destination for
flat & steeplechase
training

- Spacious barns & turnout paddocks

- 1 1/16 mile dirt track

- 5/8 mile dirt track w/ starting gate 

- Miles of turf gallops w/ designated

breezing strips

- Plentiful schooling fences 

- 3 Local Equine Veterinary practices 

- Skilled Farrier services & extensive

wooded trails
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We put the ‘proven’
into provenance

The new consignor  
with a track record for 
Classic homebreds,  
now selling some of our 
crown jewels at Arqana. 
See us in Yard C.
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Maryland’s Oldest Thoroughbred Farm
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

www.countrylifefarm.com
Office 410-879-1952

Josh Pons 443-807-0644  
Mike Pons 410-459-8517

Christy Holden 410-808-1325

DIVINING ROD: TWO Stakes Winners in Less Than a Week

#2 Second Crop Sire By % Stakes Horses/Runners Behind GUN RUNNER
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Grade One-placed Divine Huntress captures 
the $75,000 Miss Disco S on 7/30.

Climber wins her second stakes – the $200,000 
Indiana First Lady S – by 5 1/4 lengths on 8/3.

BY PAUL HALLORAN
Joel Rosario was all smiles in the paddock before 

Friday’s Hall of Fame Stakes, patiently standing for 
selfies with the Donegal Racing crowd. 

It wasn’t the last time the jockey would be pos-
ing.

Rosario was all smiles as he strode into the win-
ner’s circle atop Ready To Purrform, after leading 
the Grade 2 stakes at every call and winning by a 
comfortable 1¼ lengths. Wit was second in his turf Tod Marks

Ready To Purrform leads the way late in Friday’s Hall of Fame Stakes.

Grinning
all the way
Ready To Purrform,
Rosario wire Grade 2

HALL OF FAME STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 47 
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debut, followed by Celestial City. Ready To Purr-
form covered the mile in 1:33.99.

“Maybe behind the 1,” Rosario said about po-
tentially following Chanceux early or taking the 
lead. “He told me to get him out and let him find 
his stride forward. It looked like we were in control 
at that point. It was pretty nice.”

Trainer Brad Cox did indeed suggest to Rosario 
that the lead might be there for the taking, espe-
cially with the scratch of Dowagiac Chief. If not, 
perhaps he could track Chanceux, who figured to 
show speed from the rail.

As it turned out, Chanceux did break first but 
made no serious attempt to get to the front, so Ro-
sario happily took the lead early on – and never 
looked back.

“For the record, Brad Cox did prove today that 
he is smarter than I am,” said Donegal Racing CEO 
Jerry Crawford. “I thought going to lead was going 
to be tricky, but it worked out.”

Cox was content with the proceedings as he 
watched the race.

“I thought the 1 may go and he would track 
that colt, but he didn’t get away as well as we did,” 
Cox said. “It was a good race with a good group of 
horses. He showed up and put them away turning 
for home.”

Donegal paid $150,000 for the son of Kitten’s 
Joy at the 2020 Fasig-Tipton Selected Yearlings 
Showcase. Out of the More than Ready mare Ele-
mentar, the chestnut colt broke his maiden at first 
asking last September at Ellis Park, the first of six 

tracks he has run at in six starts.
Cox had run him in four straight listed stakes 

prior to the Hall of Fame and he managed a win, a 
second and a third. 

“He’s consistent,” Cox said. “He’s still learning 
and he’s young. I’m hoping he’s a horse we can have 
around couple of years and be a factor in the turf 
division with 3-year-olds this year and hopefully 
there’s some Grade 1s in his future.” 

The win was the latest success for Donegal and 
Cox, who have teamed up for the last six years.

“Arklow was part of first group I ever trained 
for Jerry,” Cox said of the turf warhorse who has 
banked more than $3 million. “He came in as a 
2-year-old and we’ve had him for six years.”

Told about Crawford’s he’s-smarter-than-me 
comment, Cox handled it with typical diplomacy.

“Jerry knows exactly what’s going on,” he said. 
“He listens. This was a late decision to run in this 
race. The horse was breezing really well at Belmont 
on the dirt. I said we should at least enter. I thought 
we fit well and he showed it today.  It worked out 
well.”

The significance of winning the Hall of Fame 
Stakes on Hall of Fame induction day was not lost 
on Cox, a student of the game.

“It’s a special day in Saratoga,” he said. “The 
two big mares (Beholder and Tepin) went into the 
Hall of Fame today. There are lot of people from 
throughout the world in town with the (Fasig-Tip-
ton) sales coming up Monday and Tuesday. It 
means a lot to win here in front of a lot of people.”

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 46

Tod Marks
Ready To Purrform and Joel Rosario return after the graded 
stakes win.
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BY TOM LAW
First jump right, second jump left, and next thing 

Irad Ortiz Jr. knew he was in a different spot than 
he’d ever been 30 yards into Friday’s Grade 3 Troy 
Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. 

Golden Pal didn’t break like a shot, as he’d done 
in each of the five times Ortiz rode him in the U.S. 
Or in all but one of his nine starts on the grass, the 
exception being a sluggish start at Royal Ascot last 
time out that led to a last-place finish in the Group Tod Marks

Golden Pal (center) catches True Valour (right) as Thin White Duke (left) rallies late in the Troy.

New  
Dimension

Golden Pal comes 
from off pace to win

TROY STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 49 
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Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation
burkeequinetherapy.com

BURKE EQUINE

ECB COLD SALTWATER SPA AQUAPACER

Post-surgical care. Lameness work-ups. Diagnostic imaging.  
Shockwave therapy. Pre-conditioning.

STOWE BURKE, DVM
stowe.burke@gmail.com 

(518) 210-4322
Four miles from Saratoga Race Course

“We had a 2-year-old  filly with some minor shin issues,  
but after a few  treatments in Dr. Burke’s saltwater spa,  

and with his recommendations, she went on to beat colts 
in her first start in a stakes race. It is an amazing facility  
and to add such a knowledgeable veterinarian it makes 

going to Saratoga much more special.”
– Trainer Wesley Ward

1 King’s Stand Stakes. 
Ortiz didn’t panic. Neither did 

trainer Wesley Ward, watching the 
$300,000 turf sprint with a huge 
throng from Coolmore that included 
M. V. Magnier.

“The plan was, in this race, unless 
he broke super sharp, I would like 
him to come from behind,” Ward 
said. “Irad worked him from behind 
the last few times so he knew he could 
do it. Julio Garcia, the main rider at 
home, works him every week but be-
hind horses. He showed a little versa-
tility today.”

Golden Pal showed that and deter-
mination, wearing down the stubborn 
8-year-old gelding True Valour in the 
final strides to win the Troy by a head 
in a quick 1:00.92 over the firm turf 
that took some light rain a few times 
Friday afternoon. Thin White Duke 
made up more than 3 lengths in the 
final furlong to finish a fast-closing 
third, beaten a neck and a half-length 
ahead of fourth-place finisher Arzak. 

Golden Pal improved to 3-for-3 at 
Saratoga, adding the Troy to his vic-
tory in the Skidmore at 2 and Grade 3 
Quick Call at 3. The 4-year-old son of 
Uncle Mo won each of those off a lay-
off, the Skidmore two months after 
just missing in Royal Ascot’s Group 
2 Norfolk Stakes and the Quick Call 
more than eight months after taking 

the Grade 2 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Turf Sprint in November 2020 at 
Keeneland.

“You’re always concerned,” Ward 
said about the tight finish. “I’ve had 
a lot of confidence in this horse, he’s 
certainly the best horse I’ve ever had. 
Every time we lead him over I appre-
ciate it more and more. He’s a joy to 
be around, a special horse like this. 
Every single trainer gets up in the 
morning, and this is a once in a life-
time horse, and I’ve been blessed to 
have a few of them but this one is cer-
tainly the best.”

Golden Pal came into the Troy 
with the best credentials, by quite a 
margin. 

The lone Grade 1 winner of the 
group and an earner of $1,473,431 
from his first 10 starts, Golden Pal 
went to the post the 1-5 favorite in 
the field of seven. Bettors pegged Ar-
zak, one of only two other graded 
stakes winner in the cast along with 
True Valour, as the 5-1 second choice. 
The others went off 11-1 or higher.

Golden Pal recovered from his 
somewhat tardy start and settled be-
hind True Valour and jockey Fear-
gal Lynch alongside Carotari up the 
backstretch. Ortiz kept Golden Pal 
in the three path in the clear around 
the turn as True Valour clicked off the 
opening quarter-mile in :21.93.

“When they opened the gate he 
was moving at the same time and they 
outbreak me,” Ortiz said. “They were 
in front of me and that’s not his style. 

He’s always in front of 
everyone the first couple 
of jumps. 

“We’ve been work-
ing covered up in be-
hind horses, that was 
how Wesley wanted me 
to work the horse, and 
today when that hap-
pened I wasn’t afraid to 
take a hold or drop in 
and sit and wait because 
I was working with the 
horse.”

Golden Pal continued 
on in third at the end of 
the bend and came into 
the lane five paths off 
the fence. True Valour 
hung tough down on 
the fence, past the half 
in :44.25. Lynch stayed 
busy inside the final 

Troy –
 Continued from page 48

Continued On Page 50 
Dave Harmon

Golden Pal (left) battles with True Valour in the final yards.
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furlong, encouraging with a few right 
handed cracks before going left-hand-
ed in deep stretch. Ortiz never used his 
whip, only showing it to Golden Pal 
inside the final sixteenth as they edged 
past a few strides from home. 

“I’d worked him twice and it was no 
problem in the morning,” Ortiz said. 
“He relaxed well and he finished good, 
so I wasn’t afraid. Thankfully, Wesley 
let me work the horse and know him 
a little more. I’ve never worked him 
too much but the last couple weeks I’ve 
been working with him.

“Wesley is the one who told me, ‘I 
want to take back,’ but I said, ‘Wes-
ley we can’t,’ but today was the day. 
It worked out good. He’s pretty fast 
out of there; probably the fastest horse 
I ride on the turf in my whole career. 
He’s so fast.”

True Valour, winner of the King T. 
Leatherbury two starts back and third 
by just a length in the Grade 1 Jaipur 
on Belmont Stakes Day last time out, 
impressed Lynch.

“I was expecting Golden Pal to go, 
but when I saw I cleared him out of the 
gate I wasn’t going to disappoint the 
horse in his grind,” Lynch said. “He 
got it very easy in front and when we 
kicked I thought we’d won it. For an 
8-year-old, we’re two old men in the 
twilight of our career and we’re just 
enjoying it.’

Golden Pal improved to 7-for-11 
with the victory and the $165,000 
first-place check boosted his bankroll 
to $1,638,431. 

Ward debuted Golden Pal on the dirt 
in a 4 1/2-furlong maiden in mid-April 
2020 at Gulfstream Park. He hinted af-
ter that race that Golden Pal could re-
turn to the main track, possibly for the 
Grade 2 Phoenix Stakes at Keeneland 
in October, as a prep for the defense of 
his title in the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup 
Turf Sprint also at Keeneland in No-
vember. 

“We’ll talk it over with everyone 
involved in the ownership of the horse 
and see which direction they want to 
go, but it’s important to them to show 
what the horse can do on the dirt as 
well,” Ward said. “Through all these 
minor issues he’s had through his ca-
reer, I kept him on the grass to keep him 
sound. But he’s never been as sound as 
he is now.”

Troy –
 Continued from page 49
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Omar Hernandez Moreno found out what it 
feels like to win at Saratoga Race Course in Friday’s 
fourth race.

Moreno, winless in 23 rides as an apprentice at 
last year’s meet, picked up his first Saratoga win 
aboard Gandy Dancy in the 7-furlong state-bred 
claimer. 

“Today was my first win,” Moreno said with a 
smile. “I came up thinking it was a good race for 
him. I just thought he was going to do great. It’s just 
amazing here.” Dave Harmon

Gandy Dancing and apprentice Omar Hernandez Moreno win Friday’s fourth race.

Breaking
through

Apprentice Moreno 
gets first Spa victory

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 53 
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Gandy Dancing was the first of 
two rides on the day for Moreno, 

The fourth race was the first of two 
rides on the day for Moreno, who lat-
er finished sixth aboard O Shea Can 
U See in the seventh. 

Gandy Dancing dueled with 
Breaking Stones early before taking 
command near the quarter pole. The 
5-year-old son of Flatter won by 6 1/4 
lengths for owner and trainer John 
Pregman Jr. 

Gandy Dancing improved to 3-for-
4 with a second at Saratoga. He’s won 
four of 20 overall. 

“He just loves it here,” Moreno 
said. “He’s just a different horse over 
here. He ran as hard as he could. He’s 
been very good.” 

– Spencer Ripchik

• Bentley Combs secured his first 
win since the 2019 meet when he sent 
out Well Spent to victory in the open-
er.

“It’s always big to win at Saratoga, 
you always want to win at Sarato-
ga,” Combs said after the 5-year-old 
daughter of Hampton Court won the 
7-furlong starter handicap. “We’ve 
always taken our shots over here, and 
obviously you got the big guys. We’re 
not one of the big guys but we’d like 
to be. You want to take your shots 
and this starter 25 came up and we 
had to take our shot on this one. And 
it worked out. Javier’s ride was great. 
He’s riding lights out right now; really 
well.”

Even though the mare trained well 
and had Castellano riding the 6-5 fa-
vorite for Ten Strike Racing, Combs 

still had concerns. 
“I had a lot of confidence in her, 

but the one hole is what scared me,” 
he said. “You love to see a six-horse 
field and then you see the one hole. 
With her stalking trip, that was also 
(a concern).”

Combs claimed Well Spent for 
$32,000 in her last race June 24 at 
Churchill Downs, and wants to make 
sure she stays in his barn. 

“The starter 25s, starter 20s at 
Churchill and Keeneland go pret-
ty regularly, at least in the past they 
have, so that was the reason we want-
ed to protect her and put her in the 
starter 25 here,” he said. 

– Timothy Littau

• Flying P Stable’s Jay’stalker went 
into the third as an unraced 4-year-
old. He came out of the 6-furlong 

Friday –
 Continued from page 52

Tod Marks
Well Spent heads for the finish in Friday’s opener, a win for trainer Bentley Combs.

Continued On Page 54 

WOODSLANE FARM 
Lauren and René Woolcott

Breeder of  TONALIST, winner of the 2014 Belmont Stakes,
and SADLER’S JOY, winner of the 2017 Sword Dancer Stakes 

Best of luck to homebreds WOLFIE’S DYNAGHOST, 
HAIL TO, MALIBU CURL AND OSCAR ECLIPSE.

WOODSLANE FARM 
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Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ...................................16
Todd Pletcher .................................12
Christophe Clement ..........................9
Mike Maker ......................................9
Steve Asmussen ..............................6
Bill Mott ...........................................6

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ...................................26
Luis Saez ........................................20
Joel Rosario ...................................19
Javier Castellano ............................15
Jose Ortiz .......................................13
Flavien Prat ....................................12
Manuel Franco ...............................12
John Velazquez ..............................11

Through Friday
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maiden claiming event for New York-breds a win-
ner for trainer Bruce Levine and jockey Ricardo 
Santana Jr.

“It wasn’t a really good race on paper,” Levine 
said. “He was training good but I couldn’t really 
tell you that he was going to win. I guess he trained 
OK, but it came up a bad race on paper. He trained 
OK, I just thought that he caught the right bunch.”

The son of Emcee led the field from the start on 
the way to a 3 1/4-length victory over Capt’ Rem-
ington. 

“He had a fracture last year,” Levine said. “We 
had to give him a lot of time. He got hurt last sum-
mer so he was out almost a year.”

None of the runners in the field were claimed for 
their $25,000 tags. 

“It’s especially nice, and it’s nice for him to win 
first time out,” Levine said. 

– Timothy Littau
• Trainer Wayne Catalano won his first of the 

meet in the sixth, a 5 1/2-furlong maiden on the 
Mellon Turf Course restricted to 2-year-old fillies 
that sold for $50,000 or less in their most recent 
sale, with the first-time starter Aztec Nights.

John Velazquez rode the 2-year-old daughter of 
Sharp Azteca, the second of back-to-back wins for 
the Hall of Famer. He won the fifth aboard Good 
Measure for trainer Graham Motion. 

“Well, it’s always good to get the first one, that’s 
the hardest one to get,” Catalano said.

Aztec Nights stalked from fourth before sweep-
ing to the lead and pulling away to win by 1 1/4 

lengths in 1:02.71 over the firm turf.
“Johnny’s ride was professional as always,” 

Catalano said. “He’s a professional jockey and 
she acted professional today. Everything came to-
gether just like we planned. It’s great when a plan 
comes together. This auction race on the grass, the 
way Sharp Azteca’s been running, I was licking my 

chops when I saw the race.”
Catalano had high confidence in the Jerry Ca-

room-owned filly, a $45,000 purchase, after she 
worked a half-mile in :48.20 on Keeneland’s turf 
course July 28. 

Friday –
 Continued from page 53

Tod Marks
Direct Order (Manny Franco) scores in Friday’s seventh race, the first Saratoga victory for owner In Front Racing Stable.

Continued On Page 55 
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“She was training good. I told my 
friend that she’s been training good, 
so bring the family,” Catalano said. 
“She way she’s been training … I was 
just praying they stayed on a fast turf 
course.”

Catalano does not have a specific 
race in mind for the filly’s next start. 

“We’re numbers people,” he said. 
“So we’ll see when the numbers come 
back and see how she does and we’ll 
pick a spot.” 

– Timothy Littau

• After a few unsuccessful jockey’s 
objections in recent days, stewards 
overturned the result of the second to 
deny trainer Mike Maker his 3,000th 
win (he got it later at Ellis Park).

Laugh And Play and jockey Luis 
Saez finished a nose in front of Quaira 
Thunder and Javier Castellano at the 
finish of the 1 1/16-mile claiming race 
on the inner turf. Castellano claimed 
foul and stewards ordered an inquiry 

after the race. Quaira Thunder was 
declared the winner after the inquiry, 
giving trainer Mertkan Kantarmaci 
and owner Robert Amendola the vic-
tory. 

“Javier had more horse than the 
winner the whole time,” Kantarmaci 
said. “Then he made his last move, 
I thought we were going to get him, 
but I didn’t see the front camera 
when I was watching the race. After 
I watched the front camera, I real-
ized he was really taking us all the 
way outside. Javier told me ‘I felt the 
touch.’ That’s why it was the right de-
cision. My horse deserved this win.”

Kantarmaci and Amendola 
claimed Quaira Thunder from Maker 
for $40,000 July 3 at Belmont. The 
3-year-old daughter of Mizzen Mast 
was claimed Friday for $50,000 by 
trainer Jose Camejo for owner San-
ford Goldfarb. 

“In the month that we have had 
her, she has improved,” Kantarmaci 
said. “She had two good breezes in 
the morning with Javier, so we knew 
from her last breeze she was going to 
do good here.” 

– Spencer Ripchik

Friday –
 Continued from page 54
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Dave Harmon
Aztec Nights pulls away late to win Friday’s sixth in her debut.
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BY PAUL HALLORAN
It was a proud day for Gary Stevens 25 years ago 

when he was inducted into the National Museum 
of Racing and Hall of Fame. It was an equally ful-
filling day for Stevens Friday when Beholder, whom 
he rode to eight Grade 1 wins, was enshrined.

“I think I got more emotional today than when 
I was inducted,” Stevens said after the ceremony. 
“She was just really special. There’s a special place 
in my heart for her.” Alex Evers/Eclipse Sportswire

Gary Stevens and Beholder teamed up to win the Pacific Classic of 2015.

Special Day
at the Hall

Beholder, Tepin lead
newest class to rise

HALL OF FAME INDUCTION CEREMONY

Continued On Page 57 
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YEARLING BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can contribute to the 
NTRA’s ¼% Check-off Program when 
purchasing from our sale company 
partners below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50 for every 
$1,000 of a yearling’s sale price 
and helps fund the NTRA’s federal 
legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, 
Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US HELP HORSE RACING IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more  
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

Of all the triumphs, which 
include two Breeders’ Cup 
Distaffs, Stevens said noth-
ing can compare to Behold-
er’s performance on Aug. 22, 
2015 at Del Mar, when she 
romped vs. the boys in the Pa-
cific Classic. 

“That was the best perfor-
mance of any race horse I ever 
rode,” Stevens said, “and I 
rode some great ones. People 
ask me who was the greatest 
I rode and I refuse to compare 
because I rode good sprinters, 
good turf horses, good boys, 
good girls. It wouldn’t be fair. But on 
that particular afternoon there wasn’t 
one horse that I ever rode that could 
have beaten her.”

Digest that for a minute.
If you’re looking for Highlight No. 

2, you can start at the end – Behold-
er’s last race – when as a 6-year-old 
she won a stretch duel for the ages 
with Eclipse champion 3-year-old filly 
Songbird. 

“That was all heart and determi-
nation,” Stevens said. “To be honest, 
I felt bad for the connections of Song-
bird … Mike Smith, my best friend … 
too bad there had to be a loser.”

Beholder, by Henny Hughes out 
of Leslie’s Lady, entered that race off 
three straight losses – all seconds – 
but Stevens said the Distaff was the 
race trainer Richard Mandella target-
ed and he trained her accordingly.

“Her 6-year-old year, she put on 
some weight,” Stevens said. “She had 
gotten a little mellowed out, a little 
bit frumpy. But we hadn’t given up on 
her. I trusted Richard, Richard trusted 
me and we both trusted Beholder. He 
got her ready at the right time. Her 
work two weeks before the Breeders’ 
Cup was phenomenal and that gave 
us a lot of confidence.”

The late Garrett Gomez, a 2017 
Hall of Fame inductee, rode Beholder 
in her first nine races, before Mandel-
la opted for Stevens. Gomez, a gener-
ational talent, battled substance and 
alcohol abuse for much of his career.

“He was there from the word go 
with her,” Stevens said. “He was 
fighting some demons and I guess 
Richard was worried Garrett may not 
be there when he was needed and I 

got the phone call. I felt bad. Garrett 
was in the same corner (of the jockey 
room) as I was and he was devastated 
when he lost the mount. I was fortu-
nate to be the guy who got called out 
of the bullpen.”

Pretty good relief pitcher, that 
Gary Stevens.

Spendthrift Farm owner Eric Gus-
tavson called the 11-time Grade 1 
winner a “once-in-a-lifetime horse,” 
noting she won a Grade 1 race every 
year from age 2-6.

Gustavson said former Spendthrift 
owner B. Wayne Hughes, who died 
last August, had a special connection 
to the Hall of Fame mare.

“We take solace in remember-
ing how much Beholder meant to 
Wayne,” he said. “He never got too 
attached to horses – until Beholder. 
After the 2015 Pacific Classic, Wayne 
said she was the first horse who has 
made him feel lucky to be her owner.” 

Beholder had 18 wins – including 
three Breeders’ Cups – and six sec-
onds in 26 starts, earning $6,156,600 
and four Eclipse Awards. After break-
ing her maiden in her second start, she 
won the 2012 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies and 2013 Breeders’ Cup Dis-
taff and finished second in the 2013 
Kentucky Oaks. Starting in Septem-
ber 2014, she reeled off eight straight 
wins, highlighted by the 2015 Pacific 
Classic. 

Beholder was one of two mares 
to enter the pantheon of immortality 
Friday, as Robert Masterson’s Tepin, 
who had a first and a second in the 
Breeders’ Cup Mile vs. the boys, took 
her rightful place in the Hall of Fame. 

Induction –
 Continued from page 56
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Tod Marks
The National Museum of Racing’s Cate Masterson pres-
ents Beholder’s plaque to Eric Gustavson.
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2022 Paramount Performers

Tepin had 13 wins in 23 starts, 11 graded stakes, 
$4,437,918 in earnings and two Eclipse Awards. 

Trained by Mark Casse and ridden in her last 
15 races by 2022 Mike Venezia Memorial Award 
winner Julien Leparaoux, Tepin as a 5-year-old in 
2016 beat the boys at Royal Ascot in the Group 1 
Queen Anne Stakes. By Bernstein out of the Stra-
vinsky mare Life Happened, Tepin won eight races 
on turf, four on dirt and one on synthetic. She had 
12 Beyer Speed figures of 102 or better.

“She raced at 11 different tracks (actually 12) 
and beat the boys in three countries (U.S., Canada, 
England) on all track conditions,” Masterson said. 
“At Ascot, there were four days of rain and it was 
a quagmire.”

Also inducted Friday were: Oscar White in the 
Historic Trainer category, Pillars of the Turf James 
Cox Brady, Marshall Cassidy and James Ben Ali 
Haggin, and Hillsdale and Royal Heroine (Historic 
Horse).

Oscar White, a native of Pittsville, Md., won 
706 races – including 104 stakes – with purse earn-
ings of $5.5 million in a career that spanned from 
1940-78. Training exclusively for Walter Jeffords 
Sr., then later other members of the Jeffords fam-

ily, White won the Belmont Stakes with Pavot in 
1945 and Horse of the Year One Count in 1952. 
White won 11 other stakes with 1944 champion 
2-year-old male Pavot, including the Travers, Jock-
ey Club Gold Cup and the Saratoga Special. White 
also trained the 1951 champion 3-year-old filly Kiss 
Me Kate. White died in 1983 at age 74.

James Cox Brady served as chairman of the New 
York Racing Association for eight years during the 
1960s, a period in which NYRA opened a revital-
ized Belmont Park and significantly refurbished 
Saratoga Race Course. A Yale graduate, Brady won 
the Coaching Club American Oaks and Alabama 
Stakes in 1939 with War Plumage. Brady served in 
the South Pacific during World War II as a Navy 
commander, earning six battle stars and the Bronze 
Star. Following the war, Brady took on leadership 
roles with The Jockey Club, becoming vice chair-
man, and the Thoroughbred Racing Associations. 
He was a founding director of the Monmouth Park 
Jockey Club. As chairman of NYRA, he spearhead-
ed the $30 million revitalization of Belmont. He 
died in 1971 at age 63.

Marshall Cassidy grew up exercising flat runners 
and steeplechasers. He went on to ride in amateur 
races in New York, Maryland, and Mexico. The 
son of Mars Cassidy, a starter in New York for 25 
years, Cassidy is credited with a number of innova-
tions that benefited racing, including devising the 
modern stall-style starting gate and perfecting the 
photo-finish camera system. He served as director 
of racing for NYRA from 1963-68 and served as 
executive secretary of The Jockey Club. In 60 years 
in the sport, Cassidy also served as a hot-walker, 
groom, blacksmith, patrol judge, and steward. Cas-
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sidy’s other significant contributions to the sport 
included inventing the electric timer, developing the 
film patrol for stewards to evaluate inquiries and 
foul claims, and founding The Jockey Club Round 
Table Conference, held every August at Saratoga. 
Cassidy died in 1968 at the age of 76. His grand-
son, also named Marshall Cassidy, became a re-
nowned track announcer and racing official.

Kentucky native James Ben Ali Haggin made 
a fortune in mining in California in the aftermath 
of the Gold Rush. By 1907, it was reported that 
the only men in the country wealthier than Haggin 
were John D. Rockefeller and Andrew Carnegie. In 
1873, Haggin established a Thoroughbred breed-
ing center on Rancho del Paso near Sacramento. 
By the 1880s, the ranch was known as the world’s 
largest thoroughbred nursery and Haggin was cam-
paigning several prominent racers, including future 
Hall of Fame members Firenze and Salvator. Hag-
gin won the 1885 Belmont Stakes with Tyrant and 
the 1886 Kentucky Derby with Ben Ali (named for 
his son). It was reported that Haggin owned 562 
broodmares in 1903 and at times had more than 
1,000 horses at his Elmendorf Farm. Haggin, who 

won the Travers in 1903 with the filly Ada Nay, 
died in 1914 at age 91.

Hillsdale, by Take Away out of the Johnstown 
mare Johann, is the first horse bred in Indiana to 
be elected to the Hall of Fame. Foaled at Helen 

Kellogg’s Murlogg Farm near Evansville, Hillsdale 
won 23 races in 41 starts from 1957-59, earning 
$646,935. Hillsdale won five stakes races as a 
3-year-old and 10 stakes as a 4-year-old.

Royal Heroine by Lypheor out of the Relko 
mare My Sierra Leone, was bred in Ireland by Lar-
ry Ryan and raced for owner Robert Sangster in 
Europe and the U.S. from 1982-84. The Eclipse 
Award Champion Female Turf Horse of 1984, Roy-
al Heroine finished her career with 10 wins in  21 
starts and earnings of $1,229,449. She was trained 
by Sir Michael Stoute in Europe and John Gosden 
in America.
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LIFE

I still remember telling myself to write 
about it, no matter what. So, several hours 
after finding my way back to the hotel after 
Day 1 of the 2016 Breeders’ Cup at Santa 
Anita – there was a missed media shuttle in-
volved for sure – I sat on the bed and wrote. 

There was no deadline to make, no morn-
ing edition to finish, no reason at all to write 
about it, other than it still might be the best 
race I ever saw. The website time stamp says 
6:05 a.m. Nov. 5, 2016 but the time zone cer-
tainly isn’t correct and, well, I have no idea 
when I finished. 

But I had to write about Beholder’s win in 
the 2016 Distaff. 

She and Songbird put on a show, more like 
a display, of all that is good and right about 
Thoroughbred racing. They ran, competed, 
tried, really tried. Beholder won (easy Song-
bird fans), but nobody lost. 

I remember writer Jay Hovdey and I star-
ing at each other blankly afterward. Some-
body asked, “Who won?” Somebody an-
swered, “Who cares?” It was that good. 

And with the four-time Eclipse Award winner 
joining the Hall of Fame yesterday, I thought about 
that moment, those horses and that story, again. 

Stepping from the Santa Anita dirt toward the 
winner’s circle aboard Beholder after Friday’s 
Breeders’ Cup Distaff, Gary Stevens looked down 
at trainer Richard Mandella and spoke seven simple 
words.

“She gave me everything. Great training job.”
And then some. Beholder, with help from Man-

della and Stevens, gave everything. But she had to, 
because Songbird gave trainer Jerry Hollendorfer 
and jockey Mike Smith just as much as the two 
champions battled to the final inch of the 1 1/8-mile 
Distaff. At the wire, live, as it happened, Stevens 

thought he won. Watching the replay in the cham-
pagne room afterward, he leaned back like a gam-
bler trying not to suffer a tough beat. It was that 
close.

Too good to have a loser, the race was decided 
by a nose – though racing might want to consid-
er a slimmer official margin – and sent Spendthrift 
Farm’s Beholder into retirement with 18 wins in 26 
starts, $6.1 million in earnings and what will be 
her fourth Eclipse Award as champion older female 
of 2016. Mandella, Stevens and owner B. Wayne 
Hughes tried to explain the moment in a post-race 
press conference and did OK, considering the cir-
cumstances.

“I had some good feelings in racing,” said Ste-
vens, a Hall of Famer with 5,078 lifetime wins, “but 
this is tops right here.”

“You know, I’ve had some very special 
moments in the Breeders’ Cup and special 
horses,” said Mandella, a Hall of Famer who 
won four Breeders’ Cup races in 2003. “So I 
couldn’t – I don’t even want to compare it. It 
couldn’t get any better than this, I’ll tell you 
that.”

“Well, I don’t have as much experience 
as Richard (or Gary),” said Hughes, who 
bought historic Spendthrift in 2004, “but I 
can say that she’s by far the best horse I’ve 
ever had or ever expect to have.”

Purchased for $180,000 at Keeneland Sep-
tember in 2011, Beholder is the best horse 
loads of people have ever had with Grade 
1 wins in each of her five seasons of racing, 
Breeders’ Cup wins in 2012, 2013 and 2016, 
and Eclipse Awards at ages 2, 3, 5 and (sure-
ly) 6. She’s the horse of several lifetimes, but 
came into Friday’s race with something to 
prove after losing three consecutive times this 
year – seconds to Stellar Wind in the Clement 
Hirsch and Zenyatta sandwiching a second 

to California Chrome in the Pacific Classic. Hardly 
disgraced, Beholder had never lost two races in a 
row and won her last eight before the mini-slump. 
At 6, had she lost a step? It was a concern, even a 
topic of conversation, and hung over Friday’s race 
like the fronds on the palm trees near the paddock. 
How dare we?

Unbeaten and hardly tested, Songbird was fa-
vored at 6-5 on the morning line. Beholder and Stel-
lar Wind were co-second choices at 5-2. All were 
champions last year, putting them in rare company 
in a race that also attracted Grade 1 winners I’m 
A Chatterbox, Forever Unbridled and Curalina 
plus Grade 2 winner Land Over Sea and Argentine 
Group 1 winner Corona Del Inca.

theoutsiderail BeholdBY JOE CLANCY

Alex Evers/Eclipse Sportswire
Beholder (left) and Songbird throw down in the 2016 Breeders’ Cup.

Continued On Page 61 
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As expected, 3-year-old filly phe-
nom Songbird bounded to the front 
from the inside post in a field of 
eight. Breaking from stall five, Stel-
lar Wind hesitated and spotted the 
field 2 lengths early. From the outside 
stall, Beholder blasted into stride and 
looked for a moment ready to chal-
lenge for the early lead before com-
ing back to Stevens and allowing 
I’m A Chatterbox to take the second 
spot. Songbird covered the first quar-
ter-mile in :23.32 and was 2 lengths 
ahead. I’m A Chatterbox sat second, 
Beholder third on the outside.

Standing tall in the saddle and 
flattening his wrists, Smith let his 
filly work and she ran with typi-
cal ease – on her own and 2 lengths 
clear through a half in :47.16. Florent 
Geroux let I’m A Chatterbox test the 
leader after 6 furlongs in 1:11.14 and 
Stevens followed the move on Behold-
er while three wide. Late on the turn, 
I’m A Chatterbox blinked and left the 
chase to Beholder. The daughter of 
Henny Hughes responded to Stevens 
at the quarter pole and went after the 
leader. Smith and Songbird answered 
the challenge. Early in the stretch, Be-
holder looked poised to sweep past. 
Then Songbird battled back. Then 
Beholder dug in. Then Songbird did. 
Beholder didn’t draw even until the 
final six strides. She never got past. 
Only the camera, and a finish line in 
a computer, decided it after 1:49.20.

“I’ve been in battles before, but 
never the length of the stretch,” said 
Stevens. “It was a full almost five-six-
teenths (of a mile), definitely a quar-
ter-of-a-mile of just a street fight. For 
6 years old, I would just say the way 
that she’s been managed throughout 
her career allowed her to do what she 
did on her final day of racing, and she 
laid it all on the line.”

Smith and Stevens, as hard as they 
tried, barely used their whips and nei-
ther horse could have run faster. Live, 

at full speed, Beholder looked like she 
won – perhaps because she carried a 
bit more momentum. Stevens raised 
his fist like a winner. Smith pumped 
past the finish line. Slow-motion fa-
vored Songbird, a little.

When announced, the official or-
der of 8-1 surprised no one though it 
could have just as easily been 1-8.

Both horses returned to massive 
ovations from the crowd of 45,673. 
Songbird came first, and didn’t enter 
the winner’s circle for the first time in 
12 tries. Smith let her stand in, doffed 
his helmet, saluted the heavens, then 

said, “Oh, man,” as trainer Jerry 
Hollendorfer arrived at his filly’s side. 
A fan yelled, “She didn’t get beat.”

She didn’t lose either. But Behold-
er won. When it was her turn, the 
6-year-old mare accepted the cheers 
and got a little wound up when some-
one tried to place the winner’s blanket 
across her withers. Mandella, with a 
small cut on his right hand thanks 
to a kick from his star mare, arrived 
and wrapped her in a hug as cameras 
of all types tried to preserve the mo-
ment. Stevens looked wowed.

Like the rest of us.
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It’s late. 11:04 p.m.
And here we go.
I’ve written two columns today and tabled both. 
One was poignant, but raised too many ques-

tions, cast too much blame and didn’t present rea-
sonable solutions. 

I liked the paragraph that went like this: For an 
easy day, we jog horses on a track where they just 
breezed or raced while other horses are breezing and 
galloping past. They are herd animals, when part of 
the herd is going the other way, it’s disconcerting. 
They do it, because they’re generous, not because 
it’s the right thing to do. Our horses train in chaos. 

The other paragraphs weren’t as clear. That one 
will wait. It needs focus. 

The other came easy, a pithy racetracker story 
about claiming trainers, arguing and then agreeing 
about an old warrior horse who ran 178 times. I 
wrote the story first. Checked the facts second. 
None of it made sense, Equibase was spinning along 
with my head. I need to check more facts. If I can 
find the facts.

Maybe you can help. If you know anything about 
a horse named Defender, let me know. Cool horse. 
He ran 179 times. Bred in Kentucky by Rex Ells-
worth, he began his career at Keystone, hopped to 
Penn National for 51 starts in a year and a half. Off 
to Hazel Park, Detroit, Hawthorne, Sportsman’s 
and back to Hazel. Detroit. Then Churchill Downs, 
the big time. Then Hialeah. And back to Hazel Park, 
Detroit, Sportsman’s and back to Churchill Downs. 
Louisiana Downs. Fair Grounds. Keeneland, the 
big time again, for two starts. Churchill Downs. 
Detroit. Keeneland. Churchill. Fair Grounds. Chur-
chill Downs. Ellis Park. Fairmount Park. Beulah. 
River Downs. Latonia was his last stop, sixth on the 
bottom, at the age of 13. 

See why I wanted to write about him? If it’s the 
right horse. I’ll check into that on another day. Or 
maybe leave it at that.

So here we are two columns in the books but 
none on the page. Sometimes, the paper business 
will paint you in a corner. 

The painting began at 5:15 in the morning to see 
Life Is Good train, the Whitney favorite rolled past 
on the main track, fighting draw reins like a tired 
toddler fights a car seat. Man, what a feel he would 
give you, all his movement is going forward. Every 
morning, there’s a horse or two I see that makes me 
want to ride again. Life Is Good, well, I’d like to 
breeze him but wouldn’t want to gallop him. 

A few hours later, there was his main rival, Olym-
piad, grazing in front of Bill Mott’s barn. Junior 
Alvarado sat in the golf cart, just staring at him, 
admiring him, along with a cast of groupies (it’s that 
kind of week). Olympiad and Alvarado will be on 
display in the Whitney, trying to oust Life Is Good. 
I’m rooting for them, for the horse, for the jockey, 
for the partnership of Mott and Alvarado. I remem-
ber a few trainers who gave you the keys and never 
asked a question. They simply had faith. Alvarado 
explained the confidence that Mott instills. 

“We talk about each race, but he always says 
the same thing, ‘You know him, ride him howev-
er you feel and put him wherever he’s comfortable 
and you’re comfortable.’ I always like to ask him 
but he always gives me the same answer,” Alvarado 
said. “We have won many races, we have lost many 
races, it’s not a problem. He knows we got beat be-
cause the other one was faster. That’s a good feeling. 
You know when the other one was better, but some-
times trainers want to blame you or throw it at you. 
With him, you know that he knows. That makes a 
difference when you ride a race, any hesitation and 
it’s over. I have made many good decisions, I have 
made many bad decisions but he’s fine with it, we 
have built up that relationship over the years.”

I walked away wishing Doc Richardson could 
have heard that conversation, he had a way like that 
with most people. The Mott corner will never be the 
same. I felt good about the Whitney preview and 
bad about not seeing our old friend.

From there, I rolled past Steve Asmussen and his 
family, they thanked me for the Jim Dandy and Van-
derbilt recaps. I thanked them. 

Once those few hours, a few glorious horses on 
the backside, came and went, I have been marooned, 
beached in the office the rest of the day. As has Tom 
Law, he got out for the Troy and that’s all. It’s sales 
week when the papers are long and the hours are 
fast. Today’s word count is high…he’s still got a 
couple of thousand and a couple of hours on me. 

A few of those precious hours ago, I walked out 
of the office in a huff, two columns in turmoil and a 
blank page staring at me like a guillotine of dread. 
A reader named Kevin asked me if it was going to 
be a late night. 

I told him I hadn’t started my column yet. 
He said he hadn’t started to read it yet.
It didn’t make sense at the time. But, somehow, 

now it does. 

Three Down cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
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IMPROBABLE | 2020 WHITNEY S. (G1)



STAKES RECORD IN THE TRUE NORTH S. (G2)
FIRST YEARLINGS SELLING THIS YEAR

F-T Saratoga: 
Hip 39, c, Machmer Hall Sales

Hip 51, c, Denali Stud
Hip 85, c, Gainesway

Hip 191, f, Bedouin Bloodstock
 

F-T New York-Bred:
Hip 308, f, Four Star Sales

Hip 375, f, Hunter Valley Farm
Hip 399, c, RFHF Bloodstock LLC

Hip 497, c, Four Star Sales
Hip 572, c, RFHF Bloodstock LLC

CATALINA CRUISER
Union Rags – Sea Gull, by Mineshaft

lanesend.com
t: 859.873.7300

CATALINA CRUISER


