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By The Numbers
1: Race call of the Real Quiet/Victory Gallop Belmont Stakes 
playing from the clocker’s stand at 6:54 Wednesday morning.

1: Pittsburgh Steelers rub rag hanging on a rail at Shug Mc-
Gaughey’s barn.

8: Winners picked by The Special’s John Shapazian on Thurs-
day’s 10-race card, with his top selections second and third 
in the two races he missed. That gives the defending Power 
Grid champion 53 wins on the season, six better than Charles 
Bedard heading into Day 17. 

19: Horses (and riders) on the horse path waiting for the Okla-
homa training track to reopen after the 7 a.m. break Thursday.

24: Times new Hall of Famer Beholder finished first or second 
in 26 starts. She was fourth in the other two, her June 2012 
debut at Hollywood Park and the June 2014 Ogden Phipps at 
Belmont Park, which means she put together a pair of 12-race 
streaks of finishing first or second. 

15: Consecutive 1-2 finishes for new Hall of Famer Tepin to 
close her career from a March 2015 allowance at Gulfstream 
Park to the 2016 Breeders’ Cup mile at Santa Anita.

3: People tasting spring water at High Rock Park Thursday 
afternoon. They were not impressed until they got to the good 
one (High Rock Spring, we think).

License Plates of the Day
ZBISCUIT, New York (submitted by Tom Yadanza).

LUVTOGA, New Hampshire.
FILLYFAN, New York.

Here&There...in Saratoga
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Names of the Day
Run For Cover, sixth race. 
The 2-year-old filly, who makes 
her debut for Tina Casse, Rocky 
Top Stable and Tara Sweeney, 
is by Get Stormy out of More-
thanawarning.

Stolen Base, eighth race. Bred 
by all-star horse namer Peter Blum Thor-
oughbreds, the 3-year-old colt is out of Running Wild.

Double Clutch, eighth race. Calumet Farm’s homebred 
3-year-old colt is out of Switching Gears.

thisishorseracing.com

Eddie’s People. Eddie’s People. They filled up the winner’s They filled up the winner’s 
circle, and then some, in memory of NYRA valet and circle, and then some, in memory of NYRA valet and 
assistant clerk of scales Eddie Brown Thursday.assistant clerk of scales Eddie Brown Thursday.
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Worth Repeating
“It was fast enough to get him to the winner’s circle.”
Bill Mott on Art Collector’s winning time of 1:51.84 in Thursday’s Alydar, 

more than three seconds slower than last year. 

“We picked the right race, these old calm ones.”
Wesley Ward, paddock schooling sprint sensation Golden Pal, 

during the steeplechase race Wednesday

“He’s all heart and never disappoints.”
Trainer Mark Beecher on 9-year-old jumper Decisive Triumph,  

second in Wednesday’s Kiser four years after racing here on the flat

“The Saratoga Special delivers.”
Old Friends’ Michael Blowen after hitching  

a ride on The Special’s golf cart Wednesday morning

“Tis the season.”
The Special’s Tom Law as horse vans  

lined up on East Avenue Thursday morning

“That one’s applying for my job.”
Security guard Charlie Maurer as a chestnut colt  

stood in the middle of the road crossing Wednesday morning

“North America’s Winningest Trainer.”
Sign hanging from lawn jockey in front of Steve Asmussen’s barn

“He’s said that for three weeks.”
Assistant to an assistant about a trainer who says he’ll be here next week

“Get in line for that jock.”
Jockey Mike Luzzi as Jose Ortiz, with a new agent, rode past Wednesday morning 

“Here’s your savior.”
The Special’s Tom Law to the cub reporters  

when The Special’s Paul Halloran showed up in Saratoga

“Funny enough I came for a holiday and never left.”
Irish-born jump jockey Barry John Foley  

after winning the Jonathan Kiser Stakes with Howyabud 

“I’ve helped her out a bit and said don’t forget me this summer.”
Foley on riding for Keri Brion, trainer of Howyabud 

 
 

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“When Handsome Boy beat Buckpasser, he got 
20 pounds . . . he won the big race at Monmouth, 
they sent word that it was Buckpasser and only 
two or three other ones, in the Brooklyn. I had a 
feeling Buckpasser had had enough for a while, 
he didn’t run his race that day, even though he 

was giving us the 20 pounds, he started to move 
around the far turn, we were 6 in front . . . he 

started moving, the crowd started screaming, he 
got to within 3 lengths, and then Handsome Boy 

drew away, they were really screaming then.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  

800-523-8143

Quote of the Day
“I keep worrying she gets beat.”

Shug McGaughey on watching the replay, 
of Personal Ensign’s Breeders’ Cup win

Here&There...in Saratoga

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them  
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become a spring of water” (John 4: 13-14)

jellyfishwater.com
Your support of Jellyfish Water helps us support programs like the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation’s 

“Second Chances” program and the Permanently Disabled Jockey Fund (PDJF)

For over 500 million years the mission 
of a jellyfish has been to survive, 

adapt and succeed in water.

Our mission as a company  
is to produce a bottle of water that 

inspires you to survive, adapt  
and succeed in life.

LIFE

Tod Marks
Kaleidoscope Mode. The field powers out of the gate in Thursday’s fifth race won by One More Baby 
(red silks, pink saddle towel).
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REALLY 
SMART
Hard Spun, sire of five  
G1 winners on dirt since 2019.  
Only Into Mischief, Curlin and 
Quality Road have more.
Plus: two Saratoga juvenile  
MSW winners already this  
year, the extremely promising  
Really Good and V Mart.

Saratoga yearlings selling now. Just imagine...

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/hard-spun?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=hard_spun&utm_content=full_page
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Spots in Saratoga – heck, the world – that top the 
barns inside Clare Court are few and far between. 

Off the beaten path, aside from the overflow 
traffic cutting through from the harness track,  the 
shady barns offer a peaceful and tranquil retreat 
from the hustle and bustle of the main track less 
than 100 yards away. No wonder, the barns and 
the half-mile (ish) training track circling them, were 
built in 1902 for August Belmont Jr. as a private 
enclave for his racehorses and carriage horses. 

Horacio De Paz has called the barn closest to the 
main track inside Clare Court – the one most call 
Mike Hushion’s old barn – home for the last few 
seasons. He’s sent out winners – five in 2021 and 
two in 2020 – from the barn and is off to a quick 
start this year with three winners from 13 starters 
through Wednesday. 

Two came last weekend – Amundson in a Satur-
day optional claimer for main client Barry Schwartz 
and Be Your Best in a Sunday juvenile maiden on 
the grass for owner Mike Ryan. 

“I love it here,” De Paz said Monday morning, 
after chatting with Mike and Mary Ryan about Be 
Your Best’s debut win. “Barry likes this barn and 
the horses do well.

“The first week with the 2-year-olds, you always 
worry about them a little bit. But once they settle in 
and get used to it they’re great. We can graze. And 
even on busy days it’s still quiet back here. Once 
they get used to seeing the races over there, they 
settle a little bit. I like this spot.”

De Paz took a break between training and the 
remainder of his barn chores Monday morning to 
talk about his stable, which includes a non-equine 
playing a key role, with The Special’s Tom Law.

Be Your Best: Ryan’s Irish-bred homebred daughter of Mu-
haarar impressed Sunday, winning 1 1/16-mile turf maiden by 
3 ¼ lengths. The filly relaxed in her stall Monday with a goat 
standing watch in the shedrow. “She ran very well. She’d been 
working very well. She was working with the colt Twenty Six 
Black. She was right there with him. He’s a real big, tall horse 
and I would call her dainty. Small. She covers a lot of ground. 
Very happy with her effort. I’ve been going back and forth with 
Mike about what makes sense. Obviously, he’s getting offers, 
too. We’ll see how that goes. We’ll take a look at what races 
are out there. She’ll run in a stakes from there and she came 
out of it good.” 

So what’s with the goat? And what’s his name? “That’s 
Oreo. He’s Be Your Best’s buddy. She came in and she was a 
stall walker. She was doing that at the farm, too. When we got 
to Belmont I had a stall that had a window. She seemed fine 

and when there were race days, I’m in Kiaran McLaughlin’s 
old barn, so she’d see horses come over for races. Then the 
test barn people would jog horses in the back end of my barn. 
She’d get a little stirred up in the afternoon. 

“Then we got here to Clare Court, kept the window closed 
and she’d be walking, walking, walking. The next morning 
when training opened up, she saw all the horses training, 
horses walking back and forth. Mike came in that day and we 
were both like, ‘This is bad.’ I thought, ‘I’ve got to find a goat. 
I’ve got to do something.’ All day I was asking people. Rudy 
(Rodriguez) had invited us to a cookout at his barn, so I asked 
him. He didn’t have one here, but had one at Belmont. This was 
in the evening and he said he wasn’t using him right now. He 
said, ‘I’ve got horses coming tomorrow morning, I’ll have my 
assistant throw him on the van.’ 

“So, we got the goat, hooked him up right there. They had 
a love-hate relationship at first but she settled. It worked and 
it was good. She’s a small filly, and last week, she figured out 
how to get underneath the webbing. One day we all left at 
lunchtime, and a few others were hanging out here and said, 
‘Hey, that filly Be Your Best got out.’ She was fine. She’s ac-
tually a real mellow, chill filly, other than training. She puts a 
lot into that. But coming back from the racetrack she’ll drop 
her head and relax. Real classy. She’s not mean over here or 
anything. So we caught her, put her back in. Thought it was a 
fluke thing. The next day, at lunchtime right before we left, got 
right under the webbing again and went to go eat a bale of hay 
in the shedrow. Now I figure I have to put a screen door up. 

“Now that the screen door is up the goat is mad because he 

can’t go in there, so he’s banging on it. But it’s worked for her. 
It’s been great. So that’s the story on Oreo. I claimed him from 
Rudy, or I should say adopted because he’s going wherever 
that filly goes. I’m not usually one to have pets. Just one of 
those things.” 

Twenty Six Black: Roger Cimbora Jr.’s homebred New York-
bred 2-year-old son of War Dancer finished third in debut July 
27 going 5 1/2 furlongs on the grass. He led early, dropped 
back, rallied into second and just missed the place spot be-
hind Noble Huntsman. “He had an unfortunate trip in his race. 
I thought he could win. Still made a good run considering all 
that. I sprinted him. I put them (he and Be Your Best) togeth-
er but mentally they were both very forward compared to the 
other 2-year-olds. I’m going to let him sprint again, probably 
in the last book. It was a hard effort on his part, but he came 
out of it well. Hopefully he can move forward and draw well. 
He drew the one hole so that didn’t help with the best of trips. 
We’ll regroup. Maybe I’ll try him longer later on. Against that 
group again he should be tough.”

Amundson: The second winner for the barn last Saturday, 
6-year-old Curlin gelding improved to 7-for-20 with 3-length 
score in New York-bred optional going 6 furlongs. He was 
claimed out of the race for $45,000 by Robertino Diodoro for 
owner Lawrence Roman. “He was one of the first few horses 
Barry sent me, late 2-year-old. We got to know him very well 
and he likes Saratoga. He won here last year, won here this 

STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 8-9  6:30 PM

fasigt ipton.com

T H E  101 S T

SALE

With Horacio De Paz

Continued On Page 7 
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Be Your Best and Oreo 
love the peace at Clare 
Court, and each other.
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year. Cool dude. I’m going to miss him. I told 
Barry if he’s in for a tag later we’re going to 
take him back. I’d like to make him my pony. 
And he was my first stakes winner for Barry so 
I’ve hung onto a little sentimental value. He’s 
6 years old, good purse, open company. We 
tried it in Maryland and it was a tough group, 
so that spot made sense. It was a logical spot.”

Noble Emotion: A winner at Saratoga in 
2020 and 2021, 5-year-old Noble Mission 
gelding finished fifth after battling the Wesley 
Ward-trained Lyrical Poet for the early lead in 
open optional on the grass July 29. Owned by 
Mike Ryan and Sarah Sutherland, he’s won 
four of 14 and earned $211,142. “He sat a 
perfect trip. He’s a fast horse out of the gate 
but if Wesley’s here you know you’re going to 
hook up with one of Wesley’s. They go to the 
front too. The turf, Jose said it had a little bit of 
give to it so it didn’t carry them. They obvious-
ly came back to the field. He probably wants 
firm ground. Other than that, there were no 
excuses. He put a good effort in considering 
the circumstances. We’ll look for something 
in the third book, or something out of town.”

Baltasar: Matt Groff’s 4-year-old Bodemeis-
ter gelding broke maiden off the claim May 
5 at Belmont Park then finished second in a 
starter allowance there June 5 and fourth in 
another here July 29. He’s 1-2-1 in eight starts 
with $81,910 in earnings. “He’s doing well. 
That race, when I talked to the owner it was 
either run in the race going three-quarters or 
wait. We thought the three-quarters would be 
too short for him. He won going 7 furlongs, 
ran OK going 6 1/2 and probably wants 7. That 
suits him perfect. We decided to go ahead and 
run, get the run into him. He ran well. Manny 
(Franco) said he had to use him too much to 
keep up with the field so if he can go farther 
he won’t have to use him as much early on. 
There’s a 7-furlong race in the third book. We 

claimed him for 40, that was a nice maiden 
special weight race we won at Belmont so it 
was a good little claim.”

Mr Breadwinner: Team Penney Racing’s 
4-year-old Tonalist gelding won a maiden spe-
cial weight April 3 at Aqueduct and followed it 
up with a fourth, fifth and sixth in allowance 
company. The most recent effort here July 28 
going 9 furlongs on the main track. “He didn’t 
break like we wanted him to. He probably 
needs to be more involved in the race early on 
off his maiden when he won going on the lead. 
When it started raining we were pretty happy 
about that. But Kendrick (Carmouche) said he 
didn’t break well and after that just stayed in 
the same spot he was in. We’ll regroup with 
him, maybe work with him a little bit and get 
him breaking sharper.”

Shalimar Gardens: Barry Schwartz’s home-
bred 4-year-old New York-bred filly by Uncle 
Mo out of Grade 1 winner Princess Violet is 
3-2-1 in 10 starts with $221,750 in earnings. 
She finished fourth in two graded stakes last 
year and fifth in the Grade 3 Molly Pitcher July 
23 at Monmouth Park. “Game filly. Even in that 
race, as deep as it was, she tried to put a run 
against those horses. Those horses kept run-
ning and she didn’t stop. She was right there. 
We’re trying to get some black type (a graded 
stakes win or placing) for the mare. Barry has 
supported that mare pretty well and would like 
to get some black type for her. We took a shot. 
We still have all our open conditions and to 
go into that field with those horses was a big 
swing. She came out of it good. She’ll be up in 
a week or so and train into her race up here.” 

Courageous Girl: Shipped to Delaware 
Park to win optional July 21, her fourth win 
in 28 starts. A multiple stakes-placed 5-year-
old daughter of Bourbon Courage, she joined 
the stable via the claim box last summer. “We 
claimed her for $35,000 last year at Saratoga. 
She’s been a good earner. Off the board only 
once for us. We’ll probably point her to the 
Johnstone going a mile (Aug. 12). We nomi-
nated her to it. I like her a lot. She’s been very 
honest, tries. She was a good claim, too.”

Citizen K: Schwartz’s homebred 4-year-old 
Mizzen Mast gelding broke his maiden in late 
April at Belmont and finished eighth in a Bel-
mont allowance May 21 and fourth in similar 
spot stretching out here the first Saturday of 
the meet. “Tough post opening weekend, first 
time going long. He was doing really well. The 
trip got us, we lost a lot of ground around the 
first turn. Lost a lot of ground on the second 
turn. Even down the lane it looked like he was 
going to make a good run and then he kind of 
hung. It was a really good effort for going two 
turns the first time. He’ll come back in Book 
Three. He doesn’t like his races spaced too 
close. If I run him too close he won’t give the 
same effort. Hopefully we can have enough 
time until that next race.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Horacio De Paz. Continued On Page 8 

https://www.fasigtipton.com/index.php/2022/The-Saratoga-Sale/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=FTSAUG&utm_content=Maracuja
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Marty’s Magic: Schwartz spent $120,000 last year to pur-
chase Kentucky-bred 2-year-old colt by Not This Time. Breezed 
nine times at Belmont before turning in three works here, in-
cluding a half in :50.07 on the main track last Saturday. “He’s 
coming along well. Probably going to want to go long but I’ll 
debut him short to get him a race. The way the book sets up 
the 7 furlongs comes up too quick and I don’t want to start him 
7, that can be pretty demanding. So we’ll start him three-quar-
ters, get some good experience and see what he can show us. 
A little bit of a knucklehead; he’s a good feeling horse.” 

Abuse Of Power: The newest member of the stable off a 
$35,000 claim Opening Day. Five-year-old daughter of Karkon-
tie won that day for Philip Antonacci going 5 1/2 furlongs on 
the grass. “She’s doing well. I breezed her over the weekend, 
probably going to run in a starter. She’s got a lot of class to her. 

Older mare, but she’s been pretty honest and was in her effort 
that she won. I haven’t dropped a lot (of claim slips), and I got 
lucky when I dropped on her. It was a six-way shake and I won 
it. That was really good.”

Quick To Accuse: Ryan went to $200,000 in March to pur-
chase 2-year-old New York-bred by Accelerate for Jim Rupp’s 
Rupp Racing. A half-brother to New York-bred champion Mr. 
Buff and other winners from Chester and Mary Broman’s 
breeding program, colt is out of the Grade 3-placed Speight-
stown mare Speightful Affair. “He’s training really well. He’ll 
probably run that weekend before Labor Day; they have a lot 
of New York-bred races. Trying to think if I’ll start him 7 or 6. 
He’s doing good.” 

Masabeeh: De Paz claimed 3-year-old daughter of Union 
Rags for $35,000 when sixth June 19 at Belmont. Entered for 
$50,000 in Friday’s second race going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. 
“She’s doing good, blinkers first time. Hopefully she’ll be a 
successful claim. Maybe another one. She came in good order. 
She ran well fresh for Linda (Rice). It was a weird race we 
claimed her out of. The pace was really slow and everybody 
was sprinting at the end.” 

Stonewall Star: Schwartz’s 2-year-old daughter of Flatter 
breezed a half from the gate in :49.34 Wednesday, her third 
work in Saratoga. “She’s a half to Citizen K. She’ll probably 
start that same weekend before Labor Day, too.” 

Just Ok Is Not Ok: A maiden winner in June 2021 in her third 
start, 4-year-old daughter of English Channel ran twice here 
last summer. She finished seventh after showing speed in 1 
1/16-mile state-bred allowance July 17 for Schwartz. “She ran 
opening weekend, did well. Went to the lead but just needed 
the race.” 

Red Butterfly: New York-bred 2-year-old daughter of Mun-
nings breezed a half from the gate with Stonewall Star Wednes-
day, going in :49.34 in her third work in Saratoga. She’s out of 
the winning Distorted Humor mare Distortion. “She’ll be de-
buting that weekend before Labor Day, too. She’s a half to Just 
Ok Is Not Ok. She’s pretty solid, compared to Just Ok Is Not 
Ok, who is by English Channel. If you put both of them together 
they’re very different. You can see the English Channel in her 
and you can see the Munnings in Red Butterfly. It’s interesting. 
The only thing I’m confused on is she’s training well on the 
dirt, but the other filly runs well on the turf, but she’s English 
Channel. So, you’re like, do you start turf or dirt? That’s what 
I’m trying to go through right now. I might end up getting them 
confused and starting one on dirt and one on turf and have to 
flip flop it later on after they run.” 

Tara Dancer: Owned and bred by Roll the Dice Thorough-
breds, 3-year-old New York-bred daughter of War Dancer fin-
ished third in debut in 1 1/16-mile maiden July 16. “She ran 
really well. I liked her a lot. I thought we were going to win, 
too. She got tired. It’s hard going a mile and a sixteenth like 
that, especially against older fillies that have run a few times. 
Very honest effort. Not sure if she’ll run back here or not. 
She is a War Dancer so I might nominate her to the (Aug. 
18 Statue of Liberty) New York Stallion Series Stakes going 
a mile. Depending on how deep the field is. Who’s the lady 
that promotes War Dancer? Robin Malatino. She stands War 
Dancer and there’s a lot of them out there. It’s probably going 
to be a field of 10 and eight of them will be by War Dancer. I 
like the War Dancers. They’re honest, hard-trying horses and 
they’re pretty horses, too. In the last book there’s a race but 
it’s a mile and an eighth. I don’t think she wants to go that far 
but the mile would fit her if she’s doing well. She breezed over 
the weekend and did well.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 7

Need Carrots?
Call Weber’s Farm. Your source for carrots  

& sweet potatoes  for your horses.

Call (838) 217-0029

https://www.nyra.com/saratoga/
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Brown Advisory is proud to support the global equine 
community and its beneficiaries.

Investing in the present 
to raise the future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM

Photo accreditation: Brenda Black, Tod Marks & Wade Payne.

https://www.brownadvisory.com/
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BY PAUL HALLORAN 
When Fred Mitchell decided to 

breed his Clarkland Farm mare Les-
lie’s Lady to Henny Hughes in 2009, 
he figured he would get a sprinter, 
and hopefully a good one. And why 
wouldn’t he, considering the stallion 
finished first or second in seven grad-
ed stakes – six of them sprints?

“You can’t ever predict what’s go-
ing to happen,” Mitchell said. “Who 
in the hell would ever think Beholder 
would do what she did.”

That would be 18 wins and six sec-
onds in 26 starts, $6,156,600 earned, 
four Eclipse Awards and three Breed-
ers’ Cup wins, including a heart-stop-
ping battle with Songbird in the Dis-
taff in the last race of what was, as of 
today, a Hall of Fame career.

“We’re very proud,” Mitchell said. 
“We’re so pleased she is going in. It’s 
great for our farm.” That’s a farm 
that has been in the family of his late 
wife, Nancy Carroll Marr Mitchell, 
since 1774. 

The Mitchells bought Leslie’s Alex Evers/Eclipse Sportswire
Beholder and now fellow Hall of Famer Garrett Gomez won the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies 
together in 2012.

One of a Kind
Beholder delighted Clarkland
all the way to the Hall of Fame

Continued On Page 12 

Hall of Fame
National Museum of Racing Hall of Fame 
induction ceremony. 10:30 a.m. Friday.  
Finney Sales Pavilion on East Avenue.

Horses: Beholder, Tepin, Hillsdale and 
Royal Heroine.
Humans: Trainer Oscar White. Pillars of the 
turf James Cox Brady, Marshall Cassidy, 
James Ben Ali Haggin.

livestream at racingmuseum.org

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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The Modern-Day Northern Dancer

Look for his best-bred yearlings to date 
selling at F-T Saratoga.

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Lady, who had produced future breed-shaping stal-
lion Into Mischief in 2005, in foal to Orientate for 
$100,000 at the 2006 Keeneland November breed-
ing stock sale. 

“She had good pedigree, from a nice family,” he 
said. “My wife picked her out based on pedigree 
and I OK’d the conformation. It was a dispersal of 
two mares (from the estate of James T. Hines Jr.) 
and we bought both.”

That has proven to be a very shrewd purchase, 
as she has produced offspring to sell for $180,000 
(Beholder), $300,000 (Curlin To Mischief), $3 mil-
lion (Mendelssohn) and $8.2 million (America’s 
Joy). Mandy Pope’s Whisper Hill Farm bought the 
latter, a daughter of American Pharoah at the 2019 
Keeneland September yearling sale and she was 
training at Saratoga last summer when she suffered 
a fatal injury the day after the Travers Stakes.

“We had topped the sale with Mendelssohn a few 
years before,” Mitchell said, “but there’s no way I 
ever thought we would get that much for that filly.”

The $180,000 Spendthrift Farm spent on Be-
holder at Keeneland September in 2011 turned out 
to be one of the world’s great bargains.

“Growing up, she looked like a sprinter,” said 
Mitchell, who knew from the outset that if looks 
counted for anything, the bay filly born May 9, 

2010, would be a runner. “She looked like a beau-
tiful brown package in the paddock. She was the 
picture of what a Thoroughbred should look like. 
She would stand on a rise, the sun hitting her, pencil 
neck. She was something to look at.”

Only if he had listened to Nancy …
“(Beholder) would be outside with two Harlan’s 

Holiday fillies who were out of our two best mares,” 
Mitchell said. “My wife said, ‘Fred, if you’re going 

to keep one, keep the bay. She’s the best. One of the 
other ones got hurt, so I wound up keeping her and 
I had to take the money for Beholder.”

Sean Feld, working for Spendthrift at the time, 
took a liking to Hip 498  at the sale. “Sean fell in 
love with her. He played a key role in the sale,” 
Mitchell said.

The Mitchells weren’t about to lose track of 

Beholder –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 12 

Continued On Page 14 

Micahel McInally/Eclipse Sportswire/Breeders Cup
The 2016 Breeders’ Cup Distaff produced this thriller between new Hall of Famer Beholder (8) and Songbird. Beholder won. 

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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FUTURE      FUTURE      
WAGERWAGER

BEGINS:   
FRI, AUG 5 · NOON ET

ENDS:   
SUN, AUG 7 · 6 PM ET

LONGINES BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC   
WIN WAGERING POOL #1

LEARN MORE AT BREEDERSCUP.COM/FUTUREWAGER

https://www.breederscup.com/futurewager?utm_source=saratogaspecialt&utm_medium=fullpage&utm_content=pool_one
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Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavilion
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Andre Pater (Polish/American, b. 1953) Thomas Coates (British, b. 1941) 
GYPSIES IN A HAMPSHIRE LANDSCAPE, Oil on canvas, 20” x 24”

their “daughter,” and they were watch-
ing on TV when she finished fourth in 
her debut at the old Hollywood Park. 
“She didn’t win, but I told my wife and 
daughter she was the best filly,” Mitch-
ell said. “She won her next race.”

It would be almost two years be-
fore she finished worse than second, 
including wins in the 2012 Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Fillies and 2013 Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff and a second in the 2013 
Kentucky Oaks. Starting in September 
2014, she reeled off eight consecutive 
wins, highlighted by an absolute tour 
de force when she obliterated the boys 
in the 2015 Pacific Classic. 

Beholder’s Breeders’ Cup win total 
could have been higher had she not 
been scratched due to illness from the 
2014 Distaff and 2015 Classic, when 
she was scheduled to take on Triple 
Crown champion American Pharoah.

“It was very disappointing when 
she didn’t get to run against American 
Pharoah,” said Mitchell, for whom it 
would have been only the second time 
he saw her run in person, after watch-
ing her run second in the 2013 Ken-
tucky Oaks. 

Beholder entered the 2016 Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff off three seconds and was 
sent off as the 3-1 third choice, with 
bettors favoring Songbird (6-5) and 
Stellar Wind (5-2). Beholder and Gary 
Stevens sat off Songbird and I’m A 
Chatterbox through 6 furlongs, before 
moving into second and confronting 
Songbird at the top of the lane, setting 
the stage for a stretch duel that rocked 
Santa Anita. Beholder won by a nose.

“(Richard) Mandella did a super job 
with her,” Mitchell said of Beholder’s 
Hall of Fame trainer. “The pedigree 
didn’t show that she could go a route 
of ground, but when he stretched her 
out she kept going.”

Leslie’s Lady died peacefully at 
Clarkland in February and is buried 
in the front yard. There is a stone not-
ing her 2016 Broodmare of the Year 
Award. Mitchell kept her last two foals: 
Marr Time, a 3-year-old named for his 
late father-in-law, who never changed 
his clocks from Central Standard Time, 
and the sire, Not This Time; and Lady 
Irene, an unraced 2-year-old by Kan-
tharos. 

They will have a long way to go to 
approach the greatness of Beholder.

Beholder –
 Continued from page 12

https://crossgategallery.com/?doing_wp_cron=1659669420.5512199401855468750000
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BY PAUL HALLORAN 
If there were no Prime Cut, there 

may have been no Tepin.
It was the 15th and final session 

of the 2008 Keeneland November 
breeding stock sale. Hip 5458 was 
7-year-old Maryland-bred broodmare 
Life Happened. Hip 5459 was her 
son, a weanling by Bernstein, who 
caught the eye of Carrie Brogden of 
Machmer Hall Thoroughbreds.

“He looked spectacular,” Brog-
den recalled this week. “He sold for 
$55,000 and we were the underbid-
der.”

Brogden and her husband, Craig, 
had already secured an insurance pol-
icy, however, buying Life Happened 
for $4,500 with a plan in mind.

“We wanted to repeat the mating 

to Bernstein,” she said, though cir-
cumstances – fate? – would intervene 
again.

“We had a contract (to breed to 
him), but he was busy that fall and he 
had too many mares to be bred and 
we couldn’t get in,” Brodgen said. “I 
called Ken (Wilkins) at Spendthrift 
and asked who they had available. He 
said they had this new stallion, Into 
Mischief, so we bred to him.”

The result of that mating was Vy-
jack, sold by the Brogdens through 
their Select Sales consignment for 
$45,000 as a yearling on the way to 
four graded stakes wins and earnings 
of $1,427,600.

Determined to get back to Ber-
nstein, Brogden brought Life Hap- Tod Marks

Future Hall of Famer Tepin was part of the Select Sales consignment at Saratoga in 2012.

Worth The Wait
Saratoga graduate Tepin rewards  
breeders’ patience to Hall honor

Continued On Page 18 

https://www.sashasofsaratoga.com/
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pened to him in 2010 and a bay filly 
was born at Machmer Hall March 
14, 2011. 

“Sometimes, it’s just meant to be,” 
Brogden said. “If we had bred to 
Bernstein the first year, we might not 
have come back the next year.”

None of that matters, especially 
Friday, when Tepin is enshrined in the 
National Museum of Racing Hall of 
Fame. It is both fitting and ironic that 
the induction ceremony takes place in 
the very same room – the Humphrey 
S. Finney Sales Pavilion – where Hip 
23 was met with mixed reviews from 
the 2012 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale 
crowd.

“She was part of our first consign-
ment at Saratoga,” Brogden said. “We 
brought a Bernardini colt that sold 
for $200,000 and a Pioneerof The 
Nile filly who brought $130,000.” 

And the Bernstein filly.
“She had developed well,” Brogden 

said. “She was always a great-minded 
filly who did what we asked her to do. 
She was sweet, easy, straightforward 
and always healthy.”

Make that mostly healthy.
“She scoped fine at the farm, but at 

the sale she scoped a (Grade) II A-B,” 
Brogden said. “She was fully abduct-

ed and all the research shows there is 
no real difference between a I A and 
II A, but it’s not always easy to sell 
a horse that has an imperfect score.”

The filly also had sesamoiditis, or 
inflammation of the sesamoid bones, 
in two of her ankles, which Brogden 
said had caused her no problems and 
attributed to the natural growth pro-
cess. Still, word travels fast at the sale 
and the interest in Brogden’s filly was 
definitely affected by the medical is-
sues, regardless of the level of signif-
icance.

Fortunately, there was one buyer 
who took the time to dig deeper, Da-
vid “Fatty” Greathouse, the agent for 
Robert Masterson. 

“He told me they loved the filly 
and their vet thought her throat was 
fine for racing,” Brogden said. “He 
wanted to make sure we felt the same 
way. I told him we never had any 
trouble with her. We swim our year-
lings three times a week and they tend 
to make noise in the pool if they are 
uncomfortable and that was never 
an issue with her. And because of the 
concerns, she would be affordable.”

Brogden set the reserve at $119,000 
and Greathouse went to $140,000 on 
behalf of Masterson, who ended up 
with at least the deal of the decade. 
(Selling her for $8 million in 2017 as 
a broodmare prospect wasn’t bad, ei-
ther.)

Tepin –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Tepin scores in the 2015 Just A Game, one of her six Grade 1 wins.

Continued On Page 19 

Unbeaten Triple Crown winner by Scat Daddy

JUSTA WARRIOR UNBEATEN 
5-length MSW winner

PROVE RIGHT 
3¼-length MSW winner

TAHOMA 
MSW winner & Stakes-placed

JUST CINDY UNBEATEN 
Gr.3 Schuylerville Stakes winner

STATUETTE UNBEATEN 
Gr.2 Airlie Stud Stakes winner

JUSTIQUE UNBEATEN 
TDN Rising Star

Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or 
Blaise Benjamin. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

https://coolmore.com/farms/america
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“She may not have had the perfect 
scope or X-rays, but she was absolute-
ly an athlete,” Brogden said. “I real-
ly respect the fact that (Greathouse) 
had that conversation with me. That 
was our first time at that sale and I’ve 
learned a lot since. Horses with imper-
fections can be athletes and runners. 
There’s a long list of horses that can’t 
read their X-rays but they became great 
racehorses.”

Tepin would have to be near the 
top of that list after fashioning a ca-
reer that featured 13 wins in 23 starts, 
$4,437,918 in earnings, two Eclipse 
Awards, a win and a second in the 
Breeders’ Cup Mile against males and 
10 other graded stakes victories. 

Some would argue the Mark Casse 
trainee’s finest moment came as a 
5-year-old in 2016 when she beat the 
boys at Royal Ascot in the Group 1 
Queen Anne Stakes, a race that dates 
to 1840.

Brogden regrets not making that 
race, especially after she went the fol-
lowing year to watch a filly she had 
sold to M. V. Magnier run.

“Nothing compares to Royal As-
cot,” she said. “It’s a must-do, buck-
et-list item. We saw the Tepin bar when 
we went.”

Brogden is bringing seven yearlings 
to next week’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
sale and she is scheduled to land at 
Albany International Airport Friday 
morning at about 10:30, just as the in-
duction ceremony is getting underway. 
She will miss that, but she is keenly 
aware of the achievements and impact 
of the Bernstein filly she sold there 10 
years ago.

“It took me until after she was done 
running to realize how special she 
was,” said Brogden. “When you han-
dle them as babies … It would be like 
meeting Brad Pitt as an adult as op-
posed to growing up and knowing him 
as a kid. I don’t think I understood her 
talent and what she brought (to rac-
ing). She put our farm on the map.”

Bad ankles and all.
“A good friend of mine once told 

me, ‘Remember, the vets pass as many 
horses that can’t run as they fail horses 
that can,’ ” Brogden said.

Tepin, as it turned out, could really 
run.

Tepin –
 Continued from page 18

https://www.fairhilletc.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Golden Pal took his Royal Ascot 

defeat hard. A bungled start cost 
him all chance in the Group 1 Kings 
Stands Stakes. They’re off, you lose. 
That was it. 

“When he came back he was pretty 
bummed out,” trainer Wesley Ward 
said Wednesday. “That whole week at 
Ascot, he wasn’t himself. He’s a really 
happy horse, a good-feeling guy, he 
was dejected. When he got back here, 
he didn’t have the same demeanor.”

Fifty-one days since finishing 16th 
in the 5-furlong stakes at Royal Ascot, 
Golden Pal aims to rebound and re-
build in Friday’s Grade 3 Troy Stakes 
at Saratoga. Owned by Westerberg 

Limited, Susan Magnier, Michael Ta-
bor and Derrick Smith, the 4-year-
old son of Uncle Mo towers over six 
rivals in the $300,000 stakes. The 5 
1/2-furlong stakes, the co-featured 
ninth race on the card, runs at 5:39. 

At 8:20 Wednesday morning, 
Golden Pal was anything but bummed 
out, following his Saratoga routine 
of ponying once around Clare Court 
and galloping once around the main 
track. 

David Leprohon hopped on lead 
pony Mr. Smee and took the leather 
shank from assistant Lauren De Arias Tod Marks

Golden Pal heads to the paddock for a schooling session Wednesday.

TROY STAKES PREVIEW

Hey Pal
Grade 1 winner, world traveler 
takes on six rivals in turf sprint

Continued On Page 22 

https://www.bridlewoodfarm.com/
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29  |  Filly  |  WEST COAST – Mother

53  |  Colt  |  GUN RUNNER – Pure Smiles

65  |  Colt  |  INTO MISCHIEF – Samantha Dillon

77  |  Colt  |  CONNECT – Skating

92  |  Colt  |  CONSTITUTION – Stellaris

94  |  Filly  |  MUNNINGS – Storm Crossing

101  |  Colt  |  NYQUIST – Takechargedelilah

113  |  Colt  |  SPEIGHTSTOWN – Victory on Tap

145  |  Filly  |  CITY OF LIGHT – Boodles

The Saratoga Sale
August 8-9        Barn 8

Archie St George    
859 621-1617

https://stgeorgesales.org/


22 Friday, august 5, 2022the saratoga special

Huep who followed the pair 
to the pony track in the trees. 
She follows just in case he gets 
loose and she can shut the gate, 
this was minutes after a 2-year-
old filly of Ward’s had indeed 
gotten loose on Clare Court. 

“Where he lives in Kentucky 
up in the tobacco barn, we sad-
dle him up there and he’s got a 
big, long walk before the rid-
ers get on,” Ward explained. 
“Here it’s a short walk, so I just 
figure we’ll pony him, loosen 
him up and then put the saddle 
on him.”

There was no need to shut 
the gate Wednesday morning. 

Fresh but composed, Golden 
Pal loped once around with the 
pony track, meandered along 
the horse path and back to 
Ward’s barn in the far corner of Clare Court and 
Greentree. A quick switch from halter to bridle, 
add a saddle and minutes later, Leprohon hopped 
aboard as De Arias Huep switched places and 
climbed aboard Mr. Smee. Ward jumped in his Tes-

la to watch from the front side. Another meander 
and wander, trying to hit as much horse path and 
as little macadam as possible, the foursome waited 
at Phil Serpe’s barn for the tractors to exit the main 
track.

First one on the track, Golden Pal launched 

into his gallop and rolled out 
of sight. Pulling but in con-
trol, Golden Pal galloped 1 1/4 
miles, eased to a walk, turned, 
pinned his ears at Mr. Smee 
and walked quietly home. 

“That’s the routine,” Ward 
said. 

Golden Pal has a routine of 
winning. He’s undefeated in six 
turf starts in the U.S. His four 
losses from 10 starts come with 
legitimate excuses. He finished 
second after rushing early in 
his career debut on the dirt at 
Gulfstream Park and lost on 
each of his European ventures, 
finishing second by a neck in 
the Group 2 Norfolk Stakes at 
Royal Ascot in 2020, seventh 
in the Group 1 Nunthorpe at 
York in 2021 and last beaten 
19 3/4 lengths as the favorite 
in the over-at-the-break Kings 
Stand this year. 

Here, he won the Skidmore 
at Saratoga and the Grade 2 

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint at Keeneland as 
a 2-year-old. He tacked on the Grade 3 Quick Call 
at Saratoga, Grade 2 Woodford at Keeneland and 

Troy –
 Continued from page 20

Continued On Page 24 

Sean Clancy
Golden Pal trains over the main track Thursday morning.

https://www.nybreds.com/
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3/4 MILE DIRT TRAINING TRACK 
Inner turf course, coming soon

IDEAL FOR LEGGING-UP 
AND FRESHENING

ABUNDANT TURNOUT SPACE  
AND ROUND PENS

EASILY ACCESSIBLE

QUALITY, WELL-VENTILATED BARNS

Breaking  
& Training

Averaging 44 Winners,  
15 Blackype Horses   
the last two seasons.

HIDDEN             BROOK

WILLISTON, FLORIDA
Mark Roberts (352) 812-6724 or Dan Hall (859) 621-0526

Located in just outside of Ocala 

Graduates include:  Champion JAYWALK and  2022 G1 SW TRIBUHUVAN
 PLUS Graded SWs NAY LADY NAY • UNCHAINED MELODY • BOURBON RESOLUTION 

 TIGER MOTH •  SACRED LIFE •  BANK STING

Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint at Del 
Mar as a 3-year-old. He added the Grade 2 
Shakertown at Keeneland in April.

“There are very few races for him, this is 
it,” Ward said. “I work from this race back-
ward. He’s been perfect. It is a hair back 
quick. I usually like to give them 60 days 
but we’re almost at that.”

Irad Ortiz Jr. has the return on the 1-2 
favorite from post five. 

Dave Donk isn’t afraid to run horses and 
he followed that motto, entering two in the 
Troy. 

“This field is small, that’s why we’re in 
here with a couple horses. If you’re not in 
it, you can’t win it,” the veteran trainer said 
Wednesday. “Sometimes you get a scratch 
or two, a lot of them are shippers coming 
from out of town. Nothing ventured, noth-
ing gained.”

Yes And Yes makes his second start of the meet 
for jockey John Velazquez and owners Phil Gleaves, 
Joseph Straus Jr. and Hugh Fitzsimmons. The five-
time winner faded to 11th while stretching to a mile 
in the Grade 3 Forbidden Apple here July 15. The 
son of Sidney’s Candy won three straight sprinting 
on the turf before that defeat. 

Donk took over the training of Yes And Yes after 
Gleaves retired from training last year. 

“Yes And Yes had a great summer at Belmont,” 
Donk said. “We ran him here the other day, I just 
kind of had nowhere else to run him early in the 
meet. I don’t know if the two turns is probably 
too far for him, but he never settled. He was really 
wound up in the post parade, Johnny thought he 

lost his race there so he’s back sprinting. 
“He could handle any kind of ground. 

He could rate, could come off the pace, 
there’s a lot of speed in the race. But no-
body is beating Golden Pal if he even shows 
up at 80 percent. But I like his style, he’ll 
be kind enough and can finish up and get a 
piece of it in case stranger things happen, if 
Golden Pal doesn’t show up.”

Like always, Donk is leaving the strategy 
to his longtime friend and Hall of Famer.

“Johnny’s going to let him place him-
self,” he said. “He’s not quick enough to 
go with the real speed in this race. He’s got 
speed, but he’s not quick enough to go with 
them, which sets up the race better. He’s a 
Hall of Famer. Wherever he puts him, he’s 
won on him a couple of times, he knows 
him. He could be a bit off the pace and he’s 
shown a good kick, good finish and turn of 
foot so I’d like to think he’ll be there and 
try to get a piece of it.”

Thin White Duke makes his second start 
of the meet as well but comes off a solid 

second sprinting against allowance foes July 28. 
Donk added the son of Dominus to the equation 
late and will be watching the weather. 

“It was kind of a last-minute decision. We have 
Yes And Yes in there for some of the same own-
ers,” Donk said. “For Thin White Duke, it’s kind 

Troy –
 Continued from page 22

Continued On Page 25 

Tod Marks
Second in last year’s Troy, Carotari seeks his 10th win.

https://www.hiddenbrookfarmky.com/breaking-training/
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of a race-day decision to run him. I’m 
leaning towards running him here, 
but a little bit depends on what the 
weather is here. Obviously, the weath-
er is part of the factor in putting him 
in, so if it came off the grass, I would 
run him and I definitely wouldn’t run 
Yes And Yes.”

Owned by Gleaves, Steven Crist, 
Ken deRegt and Bryan Hilliard, Thin 
White Duke won two New York Stal-
lion Series stakes as a 2-year-old for 
Gleaves. Last year, he was 0-for-3, fin-
ishing third in the Paradise Creek af-
ter it moved from the turf to a sloppy 
track. This year, he’s won once in six 
starts. Jose Ortiz has the call. 

“He’ll be off the pace. He was the 
other day. He’s got speed, but he does 
not have anywhere near that kind of 
speed,” Donk said. “And that’s the 
other factor too, maybe he can pick 
up pieces later in the race. I got to be-
lieve that Golden Pal is going to affect 
the other speed horses. That horse is 
really quick.”

Seven-time winner Spycraft breaks 
from the rail for trainer Joe Sharp and 
owner Brian Dugan. The son of Dis-
creet Cat has won his last two, taking 

an allowance race at Horseshoe Indi-
anapolis and the Dark Star at Canter-
bury Park. Tyler Gaffalione takes the 
reins on the 15-1 shot. 

Sonata Stable’s Arzak ships in from 
his Fair Hill base for Mike Trombet-
ta. The 4-year-old makes his first start 
away from Woodbine this year. The 
cross-the-border ship has proved lu-
crative with wins in the Thorncliffe 
and Grade 3 Jacques Cartier. He was 
second to Bound For Nowhere in the 
Highlander July 2. Joel Rosario rides 
the 9-2 second choice. 

Carotari finished second in the 
Troy last year for trainer Brian Lynch 
and owner William Branch. This year, 
the 6-year-old son of Artie Schiller 
won the Jim McKay Turf Sprint at 
Pimlico and finished seventh in the Se-
lect Stakes at Monmouth in his most 
recent start. Luis Saez rides the 6-1 
chance. 

Eight-year-old True Valour makes 
his third start of the season for train-
er Graham Motion and owner Larry 
Johnson. The Irish-bred wired the 
King T. Leatherbury at Pimlico in 
April and ran hard to be third in the 
Grade 1  Jaipur at Belmont. Feargal 
Lynch ships in from his Maryland 
base for the 8-1 chance. 

Additional reporting 
 by Timothy Littau. 

Troy –
 Continued from page 24

Award-winning  
sourdough pizza and  

full menu of fun  
healthy meals.

Fun || Farm || Food
Local beer & wine

✥  ✥

Breakfast, lunch, and  
dinner seven days

✥ ✥  ✥

Healthy grab-and-go options  
always available

www.pizzadelivery.farm

Presented by:

64 Excelsior Avenue 
Saratoga Springs

Plenty of parking 

Tuesday Night’s  

“DEADLINE DINNER” 

https://www.sacredspaandwellness.com/
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BY SPENCER RIPCHIK
Tiz The Bomb walked off the 

Oklahoma Training Track a little past 
6 a.m. Thursday, after completing his 
training in the middle of the dirt track 
by himself. 

The son of Hit It A Bomb made his 
way across Fifth Avenue, on the way 
to a barn tucked away in the Oklaho-
ma Annex where a member of trainer 
Kenny McPeek’s team waited with a 
cold bucket of water. After a drink, 
Tiz The Bomb walked in front of 
McPeek’s stable, giving a look like he 
wondered why everyone was watch-
ing him walk.

“He trained beautifully,” said Jake 
McEntee, McPeek’s assistant. “He’s 
really coming into himself.”

Eyes were on Tiz The Bomb be-
cause he’s the 7-2 morning-line favor-
ite for Friday’s Grade 2 National Mu-
seum of Racing Hall of Fame Stakes 
for 3-year-olds going a mile on the 
inner turf.

Tiz The Bomb comes into the Hall 
of Fame off back-to-back losses in 
Grade 1 stakes – the Kentucky Derby 
and Belmont Derby. In the latter, Tiz 
The Bomb returned to the turf, but he 
still didn’t run well and finished 13 
1/4 lengths back in ninth. 

“In the Kentucky Derby, it just 
wasn’t his surface,” McPeek said 
Wednesday. “In the Belmont Derby, I Tod Marks

Tiz The Bomb looks to win his third graded stakes in Friday’s Hall of Fame.

HALL OF FAME STAKES PREVIEW

Mr. TNT
Tiz The Bomb looks to get back 
on track in Grade 2 turf stakes

Continued On Page 28 

http://www.eddiewoods.com/
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US TURF SUCCESS: MADE IN IRELAND

Find your Irish Champion at the Irish yearling sales 2022:

CAMPANELLE (IRE) GOING GLOBAL (IRE) HIGHLAND CHIEF (IRE) OCEAN ROAD (IRE)

IRELAND: Home of the thoroughbred
info@itm.ie | +353 (0) 45443060 | www.itm.ie

http://www.seeklogo.net

We look forward to welcoming our US friends to Ireland for the yearling sales. Myself and the 
ITM team will do everything we can to make your trip smooth and enjoyable. For flights, hotels, 
transfers, travel incentives, and of course Ireland’s world-class hospitality, we are here to help!

Charles O’Neill, Irish Thoroughbred Marketing CEO | coneill@itm.ie | +353 (0)87 253 5253

COMPANY SALE DATES

TATTERSALLS IRELAND September Yearling Sale 20-22 September

GOFFS Orby Sale 27-28 September

GOFFS Sportsman’s Sale 29-30 September

“
TRAVEL

INCENTIVE

€1,600

G1 Royal Ascot winner for Wesley Ward

STATE OF REST (IRE)
G1 Saratoga Derby winner

THE LIR JET (IRE)
G2 Franklin-Simpson Stakes winner

TWILIGHT GLEAMING (IRE)
G2 BC Juvenile Turf Sprint winner

SHANTISARA (IRE)
G1 QEII Challenge Cup Stakes winner

G1 Man o’War Stakes winner G1 Gamely Stakes winnerMultiple US G1 winner

https://www.itm.ie/
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am not sure he shipped as well as we 
would have liked to get to the race. 
In hindsight, we even debated on 
scratching him and didn’t, obviously. 
He’s a much better horse than that. 
This is a little easier spot than the last 
one. I expect him to be really good 
here.”

Tiz The Bomb won the Kentucky 
Downs Juvenile Mile and Grade 2 
Bourbon Stakes at Keeneland, both 
on grass, as a 2-year-old. He’s won 
twice this season in Turfway Park’s 
John Battaglia Memorial and Grade 
3 Jeff Ruby on synthetic and brings a 
5-for-10 record with $1,044,401 into 
the Hall of Fame. 

He’s won at a mile and finished 
second in last year’s Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf going the same distance 
at Del Mar. The $330,000 purchase 
by Magdalena Racing at the 2020 
Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling Show-
case will be ridden by Julien Leparoux 
for the first time in the Hall of Fame. 

“I’d like it a little longer than that, 
but Julien is the one that has to deal 
with that, not me,” McPeek joked.

McPeek said Tiz The Bomb “defi-
nitely loves the grass” and his record 
of two wins and a second from four 
starts on turf backs it up. 

“He worked on the turf last Fri-
day,” McEntee said of Tiz The Bomb’s 
half-mile breeze in :49.02 on the 
Oklahoma turf. “His exercise rider 
said he loved it, so, fingers crossed.”

Tiz The Bomb is proven on grass 
while Wit, the second choice in the 
field of nine at 4-1, goes to the turf 
for the first time in the $200,000 Hall 
of Fame. The son of Practical Joke 
won last year’s Grade 3 Sanford and 

finished second in the Grade 1 Hope-
ful at Saratoga, before a third in the 
Grade 1 Champagne. He’s run twice 
this season – winning the Grade 3 
Bay Shore at Aqueduct and finishing 
fourth in the Grade 1 Woody Ste-
phens at Belmont, both at 7 furlongs 
for trainer Todd Pletcher. 

Trainer Brad Cox sends out Done-
gal Racing’s 9-2 third choice Ready 
To Purrform, third last time in the 
1-mile Manila Stakes July 4 at Bel-
mont. The son of Kitten’s Joy has 
made three straight starts at 1 mile, 
including a close second in the James 
W. Murphy on Preakness Day at Pim-
lico Race Course. 

Calumet Farm homebred Double 
Clutch finished a half-length in front 
of Ready To Purrform in the Manila 
and is 5-1 on the line for Rusty Arnold. 
Chanceaux was fourth in the Manila 
and is 6-1 for Todd Pletcher. Celestial 
City is also 6-1 and the lone member 
of the field not exiting a stakes race. 
Trained by Shug McGaughey, the son 
of Uncle Mo finished third in a Bel-
mont allowance July 2. 

Stolen Base was 12th in the Bel-
mont Derby but won the Grade 2 
American Turf at Churchill Downs 
going 1 1/16 miles on the grass on the 
Kentucky Derby undercard. He’s 8-1 
with Flavien Prat named to ride for 
Mike Maker. 

Wow Whata Summer upset the 
Grade 2 Penn Mile at 83-1 then fin-
ished fifth in the Grade 3 Kent for 
trainer Chuck Lawrence. Tyler Con-
ner rides the 20-1 longshot. Mys-
tic Lake Derby fourth-place finisher 
Dowagiac Chief is 12-1 but trainer 
Tom Amoss said Wednesday that he 
is likely to scratch. 

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
Fourth in the Woody Stephens in June, Wit 
tries the turf in the Hall of Fame.

Tod Marks
Stolen Base looks to improve on his 12th in 
the Belmont Derby.

https://gainesway.com/stallions/ragingbull/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=RagingBull
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https://salleehorsevans.com/
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Friday, August 5.

1ST (1:05PM). $75,000, SHP $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Well Spent ...................... J. Castellano .................... B. Combs ..................... 9-5
2  ..... 2 ............Mia Bea Star ................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Persaud ................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............New York Banker ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ O. Noda ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Towering Gaze ................ J. Lezcano ....................... C. Goberdhan ............. 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Customerexperience ...... D. Davis ........................... C. Englehart .................. 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Indian Bella .................... T. McCarthy ..................... M. Kantarmaci .............. 9-2

2ND (1:39PM). $55,000, CLM $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Rosemary Potatoes ........ J. Alvarado ...................... M. Arenas ..................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Our Jessica .................... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Mama Rina ..................... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Masabeeh ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. H. De Paz ................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Quaria Thunder .............. J. Castellano .................... M. Kantarmaci ............ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Miss Invincible ............... M. Luzzi ........................... A. Chichakly ............... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Command Point ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Atras ........................ 9-5
8  ..... 8 ............Laugh and Play .............. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Fairy Cakes (GB) ............ T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ....................... 5-1
10..... AE-MTO .Maybe Later ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 2-1
11..... AE-MTO .Clara Belle ...................... . Rider TBA ...................... M. Maker ...................... 8-1

3RD (2:15PM). $42,000, MCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............The Other Chad .............. L. Rodriguez Castro ......... C. Summers ................. 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Devil Or Angel ................ J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ........................ 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Barone Marchis .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ O. Noda ........................ 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Makart ............................ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Ryerson .................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Jay’stalker ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. B. Levine ...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Capt’ Remington ............ J. Castellano .................... E. Davis ........................ 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............My Slick Nick ................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Taylor ....................... 6-1

4TH (2:49PM). $55,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mr. Pete.......................... J. Alvarado ...................... E. Davis ........................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Jemography ................... E. Cancel .......................... E. DeLauro ................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Tapizearance .................. J. Ortiz ............................. G. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Breaking Stones ............. D. Davis ........................... R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Magnetron ..................... J. Castellano .................... J. Englehart .................. 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Forever Wicked .............. A. Castillo ........................ R. Persaud ................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Gandy Dancing ............... O. Hernandez Moreno ...... J. Pregman, Jr. ........... 10-1

5TH (3:21PM). $115,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 10 ..........Shad Nation ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-2
1a  .... AE..........Santa Giulia (FR) ............ J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
1x  .... AE-MTO .Baby Man ....................... J. Gomez ......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
2  ..... 1 ............Noble Enterprise ............ J. Leparoux ...................... P. Pugh ....................... 15-1
3  ..... 2 ............Ballymore Star (IRE) ...... K. Carmouche .................. J. Sweezey ................. 12-1
4  ..... 3 ............Except Temptation .......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Albertrani ................ 12-1
5  ..... 4 ............Rheaume ........................ T. McCarthy ..................... M. Dickinson ................ 4-1
6  ..... 5 ............Sequist ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Stewart .................. 10-1
7  ..... 6 ............Good Measure ................ J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ..................... 8-1
8  ..... 7 ............My Sweet Story .............. J. Ortiz ............................. I. Correas, IV ................ 6-1
9  ..... 8 ............St Maarten Girl ............... E. Cancel .......................... R. Rohena .................. 15-1
10..... 9 ............Hail To ............................ D. Davis ........................... T. Albertrani .................. 5-1
11..... AE-MTO .Wasp .............................. F. Prat .............................. T. Pletcher .................... 2-1

6TH (3:55PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Run for Cover ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Love Tank ....................... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Extessa ........................... B. Hernandez ................... A. Chichakly ............... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Aztec Nights ................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Catalano .................. 6-1

5  ..... 5 ............Sirius Light .................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Moquett ................. 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Influentialous ................. K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Peach Street ................... J. Alvarado ...................... A. Stall, Jr. .................. 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Stellar Lady .................... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bella Cosa ...................... J. Castellano .................... C. Martin ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........She’ll Never Know .......... D. Davis ........................... T. Amoss ...................... 8-1

7TH (4:29PM). $42,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Invest ............................. L. Rodriguez Castro ......... L. Shivmangal ............ 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dark Storm .................... T. McCarthy ..................... M. Kantarmaci .............. 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lil Commissioner ........... J. Gomez ......................... R. Atras ........................ 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Direct Order ................... M. Franco ........................ G. Rodriguez ................ 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Ragtime Blues ................ L. Saez ............................. J. Englehart .................. 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Parade Field ................... A. Worrie ......................... M. LeCesse ................ 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Handy ............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ B. Lucas ....................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............O Shea Can U See .......... O. Hernandez Moreno ...... D. Laxmeter ................ 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Auburn Hills ................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Persaud ................... 8-1

8TH (5:05PM). $200,000, THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF RACING HALL OF FAME, 3 YO, 1M 
(INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Chanceux ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dowagiac Chief .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss .................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Wit ................................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Wow Whata Summer ..... T. Conner ......................... J. Lawrence, II ............ 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Stolen Base .................... F. Prat .............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Ready to Purrform ......... J. Rosario ........................ B. Cox .......................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Double Clutch ................ M. Franco ........................ G. Arnold, II.................. 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Celestial City .................. J. Castellano .................... C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Tiz the Bomb .................. J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 7-2

9TH (5:39PM). $300,000, STK - THE TROY, 4 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Spycraft ......................... T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Sharp ...................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Yes and Yes .................... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ...................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Arzak .............................. J. Rosario ........................ M. Trombetta ................ 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Carotari .......................... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Golden Pal ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 1-2
6  ..... 6 ............True Valour (IRE) ........... F. Lynch ........................... H. Motion ..................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Thin White Duke ............. J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ...................... 30-1

10TH (6:13PM). $42,000, MCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Miss Malala .................... J. Samuel ........................ J. Ferraro .................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Kukaro ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Ryerson .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Regal Rebel .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Atras ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Big Bean Christine .......... L. Saez ............................. B. Grossman ................ 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Roz ................................. D. Davis ........................... M. Miceli .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wicked Lady .................. J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Skyward Princess .......... M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Caiarossa ....................... H. Harkie .......................... H. Bond ...................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Jet Set Juliet .................. J. Gomez ......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1

Copyright 2022 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 SARATOGA ENTRIES Copyright 2022 EQUIBASE Company LLC. 
All Rights Reserved.

Need Space?
Ten stalls for rent 15 minutes from Saratoga Race Course.

Remodeled barn and paddocks.

Call Pete Yezzi at  (518) 210-9979



31Friday, august 5, 2022 the saratoga special

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  
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Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122
www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com

   

Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency 

that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.
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BY TOM LAW
Bill Mott didn’t see the half-mile split of Thurs-

day’s $130,950 Alydar Stakes. 
Not because it didn’t appear on every monitor 

on the thunderstorm-soaked grounds of Saratoga 
Race Course. He just didn’t bother to lower his bin-
oculars as he watched Art Collector roll along on 
the lead of the 9-furlong restricted stakes. 

“I didn’t see it, I heard it,” Mott said of the 
half split in :49.23, which included somewhat of 
a breathable second quarter-mile in :24.63 under 
the light hold from Luis Saez. “It looked like he 
was going easily enough (at the half-mile mark) and 
every time that horse ran to him he just maintained Tod Marks

Art Collector and Luis Saez (black and pink silks) head to the front in Thursday’s Alydar, a race he won also won in 2021.

Repeat
Off 5-month layoff,
Art Collector cruises

ALYDAR STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 34 

https://newvocations.org/
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COLLECTING STAKES WINS!
TRAVIS DURR TRAINING CENTER GRADUATE

GRADE 1 WINNER 

ART COLLECTOR
$1,729,555

cruises to victory in the 
Alydar Stakes at Saratoga

ST. MATTHEWS, SC    •   OFFICE: 803.655.5738    •    EMAIL: OFFICE@DURRTRAINING.COM

A  job well done,
a name you can rely on

https://durrtraining.com/
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HIDDEN BRO OK
Racing Partnerships

WON/PLACED IN

 50  
STAKES
RACES   

INCLUDING 

GSW NAY LADY NAY  
(sold as a broodmare for $1.7 Million

GSW HIDDEN CONNECTION
GSW UNCHAINED MELODY

Sovereign Award Champion  
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR
Multiple GSW PIANIST 

(sold as a broodmare for $425,000 

Five-Time SW BANK STING
SW/GSP QUIET MEADOW 

(sold as a broodmare for $325,000 

SW/GSP STREET LIFE
SW/GSP CATCH MY DRIFT 

(sold as a broodmare for $400,000

Success at the Highest Level – World Class Horses under  
the care of North America's Leading Trainers

HIDDEN CONNECTION, 9-length winner of the  
Pocahontas S.-G3, close second to Champion 

ECHO ZULU in the 2022 Fair Grounds Oaks-G2

NY-bred  BANK STING has won 8 races  
 from 12  career starts and earned more than 

$580,000, including FIVE STAKES WINS.

Contact Dan Hall (859) 621-0526 to find out about how you can participate.

the same advantage.”
Art Collector led at that stage and 

actually increased the margin from 
there, opening up around the far turn 
and shaking clear by 2 1/2 lengths in 
midstretch. Masqueparade tried to 
make a race of it inside the final fur-
long but couldn’t get much closer as 
Art Collector won his second straight 
Alydar by 2 lengths.

“That was what we tried to do 
with him,” Saez said. “Tried to con-
trol the pace as slow as we can and 
everything came so perfect. When he 
came to the top of the stretch, I had 
so much horse, he just kept going by 
himself.”

Sent off 4-5 by the remaining 
crowd that stuck out the storm which 
delayed the race prior to the Alydar 
by more than 20 minutes and oth-
ers betting off site, Art Collector 
pocketed his sixth stakes victory and 
earned $74,250. Bred and owned by 
Bruce Lunsford, Art Collector boost-
ed his bankroll to $1,729,555 with 
his ninth win from 18 starts. 

“He is a special horse; I love the 
horse,” Lunsford said. 

Art Collector hadn’t been out since 
finishing 12th in the $20 million Sau-
di Cup in late February, which was his 
first start since a sixth in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic last fall at Del Mar. 

He won three starts in a row prior to 
that – all since being transferred from 
Tommy Drury to Mott last summer. 

He won the Grade 2 Charles Town 
Classic at Charles Town Races and 
the Grade 1 Woodward at Belmont 
Park after his Alydar victory. Mott 

and Lunsford said he could take a 
similar path this year, but wanted to 
savor the 5-year-old son of Bernardi-
ni’s latest victory before fully commit-
ting to a plan.

“He looks pretty good right here,” 
Mott said, watching the replay from 
the winner’s circle. 

Art Collector cruised along  on the 
lead after that easy half and rolled 
past 6 furlongs in 1:13.77. He wid-
ened the advantage from there and 
clicked past the mile in 1:38.64. Saez 
gave a look to his left at the infield 
screen at the eighth pole, then over 
his right shoulder at the sixteenth 
pole, didn’t see a serious threat from 
Masqueparade and never turned over 
his whip. 

Art Collector won in 1:51.84, well 
off the 1:48.20 he ran last year but 
comparable to most of the better 
9-furlong races thus far at the meet. 
Masqueparade finished well clear in 
second, 7 1/2 lengths ahead of the 
29-1 Chess Chief. Mystic Night and 
Bal Harbour completed the field. 

“He’s a pretty cool horse to ride,” 
Saez said. “He’s pretty smart. He 
broke and controlled the pace. He 

Alydar –
 Continued from page 32

Dave Harmon
Art Collector glides to the finish with the sixth stakes win of his career.

Continued On Page 35 

https://www.hiddenbrookfarmky.com/partnerships/
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www.carolinacup.org/stc 

200 Knights Hill Rd.,

Camden, SC 29020 

803.432.6513

info@carolinacup.org

Facilities
Springdale Training CenterSpringdale Training Center

Premier destination for
flat & steeplechase
training

- Spacious barns & turnout paddocks

- 1 1/16 mile dirt track

- 5/8 mile dirt track w/ starting gate 

- Miles of turf gallops w/ designated

breezing strips

- Plentiful schooling fences 

- 3 Local Equine Veterinary practices 

- Skilled Farrier services & extensive

wooded trails

switched leads at the point he’s sup-
posed to by himself, and he did every-
thing beautiful. My plan was to break 
from there and if he took the lead I 
know he’s pretty fast, so if he gets the 
lead we’ll take it. If not, we’ll track 
somebody. He’s a horse that you can 
ride any way you break.”

Mott blamed Art Collector’s poor 
performance in the 9-furlong Saudi 
Cup on the heavy track at King Ab-
dulaziz Racecourse in Riyadh.

Art Collector then missed about 
three weeks of training when ship-
ping was delayed from Saudi Arabia 

back to the U.S. in March. He joined 
Mott’s string in Saratoga in May and 
turned in the first of 10 breezes on the 
Oklahoma Training Track – eight on 
dirt and two on the grass – May 13. 

Mott, who sharpened the horse’s 
speed with a 3-furlong blowout in 
:35.42 last Saturday, wasn’t con-
cerned with the demanding 9-furlong 
trip for Art Collector’s comeback. He 
won it last year but with a prep in the 
7-furlong Kelly’s Landing Overnight 
Stakes at Churchill Downs a little 
more than a month before the Alydar. 

“We knew how far the race was 
when we entered,” Mott said. “He 
does enough in his training. He’s not 
a big fat horse. He’s nicely balanced. 
Basically, he’s easy to get ready.”

Alydar –
 Continued from page 34

Tod Marks
Owner Bruce Lunsford helps lead Art Collector into the winner’s circle.

https://bit.ly/BDS-FTSAUG-Hip20
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 AWatch the           rtistry 
of Horse Racing Come Alive!

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709
Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Secretary

Sat., October 8, 2022
Post Time 7:00 pm

Featuring the 
Sam Huff West Virginia Breeders Classic 

and the Breeders Classics Races

Original Art: Robert Cover

Funding Aftercare Across North America

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org  |  (859) 224-2756
Photo by Dan McCanna
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1
ACCREDITATION

When Larry Goichman and his wife, Jennifer, 
made the drive to Saratoga Springs from their home 
in Greenwich, Conn. Thursday morning, he was 
cautiously optimistic about his chances with two 
first-time starters. 

But, two trips to the winner’s circle? On the 
same day?

“Never,” said Goichman, when asked if he had 
ever won two races in one day at Saratoga Race 
Course. “We won five races (overall) the Covid 
year, but no one was here to see them.” Dave Harmon

Alluring Angel (4) prevails in Thursday’s second to start a double for owner Larry Goichman.

Goichman 
Double

Owner celebrates 
victories with 2YOs

THURSDAY’S RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 37 
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Goichman, who has been running 
horses at Saratoga for more than 20 
years and has been especially suc-
cessful with New York-breds, had a 
trackside view Thursday. In the sec-
ond race, a maiden special weight turf 
sprint for 2-year-old fillies, his Allur-
ing Angel, whom he bought at Tatter-
salls in England as a weanling, was an 
absolute blur down the stretch, clos-
ing from sixth to win by a half-length.

Irad Ortiz Jr. piloted the En-
glish-bred, who is by Australian sire 
Fastnet Rock, to the win, covering 
the last eighth of a mile in 11.96 sec-
onds and finishing in 1:02.45. Trainer 
Jorge Abreu compared Alluring An-
gel to another one of his fillies, the 
4-year-old Star Devine, who finished 
fifth in the Grade 3 Caress July 23. 

“They don’t have that good gate 
speed, but when they find the bit they 
come with a huge run,” Abreu said. 
“Star Devine was the same way, she 
ran three-quarters of a mile at Aque-
duct and then we tried to stretch her 
out and it didn’t work out. This filly, I 
knew she wouldn’t want to go long.”

Alluring Angel dropped back to 
eighth of nine early, 8 1/2 lengths 
back, before coming wide into the 
lane. She and Ortiz made up more 
than 4 lengths in the final furlong to 
win by a half-length over 9-5 favorite 
Cowichan. 

“It was a good trip,” Ortiz said. “I 
was a little far back. I mean, she’s a 
first-timer. Around the turn, I tried to 
be as close as I could. By the half-mile 
she started to pick it up on her own. 
Then, I helped her out. When she was 
in the clear, she just hit another gear.”

Goichman’s homebred Lachaise 
had been outworking Alluring Angel 
in the morning, so it was no surprise 
when the son of Oscar Performance 
out of Goichman’s broodmare Elu-
sive Rumour won the sixth, a turf 
route for New York-bred 2-year-olds. 

With Flavien Prat up, Lachaise was 
fourth after a half-mile and made a 
gradual drive, getting up mid-stretch 
and winning by 1 1/4 lengths. Abreu 
also trains Lachaise.

“More so him than her,” Goich-
man said about what he thought of 
his chances coming into the races. 
“(Lachaise) was training well, so light 
on his feet. She breezed well, but she 

looked like she didn’t want to go far.” 
The 5 1/2 furlongs seemed to be no 

problem.
“It’s pretty exciting,” Goichman 

said, as he watched the replay of the 
sixth race in the Carmen M. Barrera 
Horsemen’s Lounge. “It doesn’t get 
better than winning at Saratoga. It’s 
a tough place to win one in a day. I 
think we’ve got a shot Saturday, too.”

That would be with Action Jack-
son in the 12th race, a New York-
bred maiden. 

– Paul Halloran & Spencer Ripchik

• Trainer Phil Bauer and owner Ri-
gney Racing also picked up a double 
when Played Hard, fifth in last year’s 
Grade 1 Alabama, won the third and 
One More Baby won the fifth. 

Played Hard won her 1-mile op-
tional claimer by a nose over Boston 
Post Road as the 8-5 favorite. 

“It’s not me, it’s her,” Bauer said 
of the 4-year-old Into Mischief filly. 
“She makes our job so easy. She loves 
her job and you just bring her over 
here, it doesn’t matter, she just gives 
you what she’s got.

“She’s just such a nice filly. Always 
seems to bring her race, only off the 
board one time. We’re always excit-
ed to run her, but the more races you 
win the tougher it gets. It’s nice to see 
her continue to march forward, and 
hopefully we’ll get some blacktype 
wins.”

Tyler Gaffalione rode Played Hard, 
and sat just behind frontrunner W W 
Fitzy until momentarily taking the 
lead at the top of the stretch before 
being passed by Boston Post Road. 
Played Hard battled back and won in 
1:37.96. 

“Tyler gets her really well,” Bauer 
said. “They key to this filly is just to 

Hip 28 c.
VINO ROSSO

Money Madness, by Rahy

Hip 38 c. 
GHOSTZAPPER

One Night, by Distorted Humor

Hip 67 c.
OMAHA BEACH

Savannah Sky, by Sky Mesa

Hip 73 c.
UNION RAGS

Shop Again, by Wild Again

Hip 79 c.
ARROGATE

Smart Shopping, by Smart Strike

Hip 86 f.
FLATTER

Splash Hit, by Flower Alley

Hip 118 f.
OSCAR PERFORMANCE

Wild Silk, by Street Sense

Hip 182 c.
OSCAR PERFORMANCE
Fastbridled, by Unbridled’s Song

Hip 208 f.
ACCELERATE

Indian Wildcat, by Indian Charlie

Hip 422 c. 
PAYNTER

Special Charm (IRE), by Dansili (GB)

Saratoga / NY Bred
S A L E S  

www.millridge.com

SELLING MONDAY, AUGUST 8 th
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NY BRED SELLING 
MONDAY, AUGUST 15th

®

RUNNING THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7  
• MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AT 1:45 PM
• AVERAGE PURSE DISTRIBUTION OF $625,000 PER DAY  
• DAILY PICK-5 WAGER WITH LOW 12% TAKEOUT! 

VIRGINIAHORSERACING.COM  |  VABRED.ORG

Thursday –
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Tod Marks
Trainer Jorge Abreu.
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WOODSLANE FARM 
Lauren and René Woolcott

Breeder of  TONALIST, winner of the 2014 Belmont Stakes,
and SADLER’S JOY, winner of the 2017 Sword Dancer Stakes 

Best of luck to homebreds WOLFIE’S DYNAGHOST, 
HAIL TO, MALIBU CURL AND OSCAR ECLIPSE.

WOODSLANE FARM 
♥♥♥♥♥WE    NYNY♥♥♥WE   ♥♥WE   ♥

Churchill Downs 
Arlington Million Day 
closes July 23, 2022– 

To be run on  
August 13, 2022

ARLINGTON MILLION DAY: August 13

To nominate, call (502) 638-3806 or 1-800-928-3372
Ben Huffman, Racing Secretary

Dan Bork, Asst. Racing Secretary, Stakes Coordinator

FORT LARNED

$200,000 

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds and Upward 

1 3/16 MILES

ARLINGTON MILLION, 
GRADE I

$1,000,000  

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds and Upward 

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

LADY TAK

$200,000

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies & Mares, 

Three year olds and Upward 

SIX FURLONGS

BEVERLY D. , GRADE I

$500,000 – “Win & You’re In 

Filly & Mare Division” 

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies & Mares, 

Three year olds and Upward

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

SECRETARIAT, GRADE II 

$300,000

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds

ONE MILE, TURF

PUCKER UP, GRADE III

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies Three Year Olds

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

get here to take a breath. She’s always 
kind of an aggressive type. When she 
feels pressure it feels like she doesn’t 
finish as well. He gave her a breath-
er down the backside. It takes her a 
minute to get rolling and I think that’s 
when (Boston Post Road) forged 
ahead, but Tyler did a good job sav-
ing enough.”

One More Baby won by 10 3/4 
lengths in his 9-furlong maiden claim-
er. Luis Saez rode the 3-year-old son 
of Cairo Prince in his 10th start.

“He’s a homebred, Richard (Ri-
gney) raced the mare and we gave 
him every opportunity to be a quality 
horse, and he found his level today,” 
Bauer said. “We were excited with the 
entries when they came out that he 

looked like he was in a winning spot.”
One More Baby was claimed for 

$20,000 by Jose Francisco D’Angelo 
for Our Blue Streaks Stable, but Bau-
er and the other Rigney horses in his 
barn are enjoying their summer stay 
in Saratoga. 

“It’s always good to get the mon-
key off the back,” he said. “We ran 
hard at Churchill and came up here 
with some tired horses, so we gave 
them a breather. Good place to do it; 
weather and the environment. They’re 
fresh and ready now.”

The wins were particularly special 
for Bauer, especially the third race, 
which was run in memory of the late 
Eddie Brown. A longtime NYRA em-
ployee who worked as a jockeys’ va-
let and assistant clerk of scales from 
1972-2019, Brown passed away in 
March.

Thursday –
 Continued from page 37

Tod Marks
Played Hard (right) keeps her nose in front in Thursday’s fifth race.

Continued On Page 39 

https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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YEARLING BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can contribute to the 
NTRA’s ¼% Check-off Program when 
purchasing from our sale company 
partners below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50 for every 
$1,000 of a yearling’s sale price 
and helps fund the NTRA’s federal 
legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, 
Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US HELP HORSE RACING IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more  
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

 
w 

Joe Browne Nicholson Jamie Nicholson

Personal • Commercial • Farm • Equine

LEXINGTON, KY   •   859-224-7080 

While he did not personally know 
Brown, Bauer said he was “a New 
York staple, and I consider myself 
honored to win a race that was hon-
oring him.” 

“So many people in this game 
don’t recognize the people that make 
it happen and this is the perfect ex-
ample,” Bauer said. “This filly, it’s not 
me, it’s the barn helping. And Eddie, 
doing his job for so many years. It’s 
nice to see him get that recognition, 
it’s just very sad that he’s gone.”

With his children by his side, Bauer 
said that it is special “anytime you can 
win a double in a day…. It’s always 
the best to have family here. They 
leave tomorrow so it was perfect tim-
ing, they’re going back to Kentucky 
to start school.” 

– Timothy Littau

• Fans poured from the exits a lit-
tle before 4 p.m. Thursday, with less 
than a half-hour to post for the sev-
enth. They pulled coolers with lawn 
chairs slung over their shoulders as 
the wind picked up, followed by light 
rain and ultimately thunder, lightning 
and a heavier shower. 

The storm hit just as valets and 
trainers tacked up the eight runners 
for the 5 1/2-furlong optional claimer. 
Lightning pushed post time back to 
4:51, more than 20 minutes past the 
original time but the $120,000 event 
stayed on the grass

Seven of the eight runners stayed 
under the red and white awning in 
front of the saddling stalls, while 
Wesley Ward opted to keep Spicy 
Marg out and under a tree during the 

rainstorm. 
“When they get in there all togeth-

er sometimes they get a little nervous, 
so I took her out to relax a little bit,” 
Ward said after Spicy Marg led from 
the start on the way to a half-length 
victory over Alwayz Late under John 
Velazquez.

“That was a plus,” Ward said. 
“She ran really nice.”

Ward didn’t let the rain stop him 
from securing his fourth win of the 
meet, and he was happy that it didn’t 
get moved off the turf.

“Luckily it didn’t rain that hard,” 
Ward said. “If it rained hard, it 
would’ve been 5 1/2 furlongs (on the 
dirt) and in two jumps we would’ve 
been beat.” 

– Spencer Ripchik and Tom Law

Thursday –
 Continued from page 38

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ...................................16
Todd Pletcher .................................12
Christophe Clement ..........................9
Mike Maker ......................................9
Steve Asmussen ..............................6
Bill Mott ...........................................6
H. James Bond .................................4
Brad Cox ..........................................4
David Donk ......................................4
Tom Morley ......................................4
Linda Rice ........................................4

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ...................................25
Luis Saez ........................................20
Joel Rosario ...................................18
Jose Ortiz .......................................13
Javier Castellano ............................13
Flavien Prat ....................................12
Manuel Franco ...............................11

Through Thursday



40 Friday, august 5, 2022the saratoga special

There’s a reason our  
racing partners    

BELIEVE BIG!u  

BIG DAYS
 BIG WINS

eclipsetbpartners.com

NEST runs away in G1 CCA Oaks  
winning by an impressive 12 1/4  lengths!  
© TOD MARKS PHOTO

Most trainers walk into the win-
ner’s circle with their owners, family 
and friends. Michelle Giangiulio did, 
too, after getting her first win of the 
meet with 6-year-old gelding Tier-
gan in the seventh race Wednesday at 
Saratoga Race Course, but hobbled in 
on crutches.

“It means so much,” Giangiulio 
said. “It’s only my second starter of 
the meet, so it’s a great way to get 
started to be honest. It’s just been 
a rough couple of weeks since I got 
hurt, and I was really low on help so 
everything is kind of starting to come 
together now. 

“I got hurt when a horse jumped 

up and slipped on the asphalt, and we 
fell to the side and landed on my leg 
and broke my tibia. I had surgery. I 
had to get a rod and screws. They said 
I’ll be walking normal in about four 
weeks. I don’t know how long it’ll 
be until I ride again but I guess that’s 
kind of up to me, depending on how 
well I’m doing. So far, I’m starting to 
feel better, so we’re getting there day 
by day.”

Improving, but still not well 
enough to saddle her horses. That’s 
hard for Giangiulio to take.

“I’ve been riding since before I 

could walk,” she said. “It was hard 
for me not to saddle (Tiergan). I love 
saddling my horses, so it was hard 
(for me to not be able to) but thank 
God we got the win. It was awesome. 
It makes everything feel that much 
better, definitely a special win.”

Tiergan, a 6-year-old New York-
bred gelding by Afleet Alex, was 
claimed out of the race for $45,000 
by trainer William Morey for Nor-
man Rader after being claimed by Gi-
angiulio for Ten Strike Racing for the 
same price at Belmont Park June 26.

“This horse has been doing really 
well and I wanted to run him in the 
right spot, there were a few spots we 
could have run him but I figured he 
would be really competitive and he 
made it look easy,” Giangiulio said. 
“My parents are here, which is great 
to have them in the winner’s circle 
with me. It’s been a long time, so I 

kept telling them ‘I’ll get you there, 
I’ll get you there one of these days.’ 
So, it was really special for it to hap-
pen here at Saratoga.”

– Timothy Littau

• David Donk found himself in the 
winner’s circle for the fourth time at 
Saratoga after the sixth race, a New 
York-bred maiden for 2-year-old fil-
lies on the turf. 

Lady Jasmine put him there as 
a trainer and co-owner when she 
won her debut over six others in the 
1 1/16-mile race. Donk owns the 
daughter of Cairo Prince with John 
Behrendt, Charles Marquis, Suzanne 
Haslup, Sean Carney, William Punk 
Jr. and Philip DiLeo. 

“There’s a lot less pressure,” Donk 
said. “I own a piece of her. I’m ba-

Tod Marks
Trainer Michelle Giangiulio (crutches and all) made the winner’s circle Wednesday.

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

On The Mend
Tiergan’s victory boosts spirits 
of injured trainer Giangiulio

Continued On Page 41 Tod Marks
Lady Jasmine leads everybody home in Wednesday’s sixth race.
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sically a managing owner. A lot of 
my owners are long-time partners. 
It’s great because I own a piece of the 
horse, so they have a little more con-
fidence in the decisions I may make.”

Donk paired his inexperienced filly 
with jockey John Velazquez and out 
of the gate the Hall of Famer put her 
behind leader Collaboration. Lady 
Jasmine stayed in second until half-
way down the stretch when she pulled 
ahead to win by 1 1/2 lengths over 
Smokie Eyes. 

“I’m all about the education,” 
Donk said. “It’s nice to win, but I’m 
not worried about that. At the end 
of the day, you’re trying to develop 
horses. Sometimes when they are just 
good enough they have the tendency 
to win first time out. A little bit of a 
negative is I’m not sure what I do with 
her from here. We’re going to have to 
run with open company the rest of 
the year. There is (nothing) for New 
York-bred 2-year-olds on the grass.”

Donk made sure to talk to 
Velazquez after the race to see how 
Lady Jasmine handled her debut.

“He’s a Hall of Famer on any 
horse,” Donk said while watching the 
replay from the winner’s circle. “The 
biggest thing is he can give you good 
feedback. Negative or positive.” 

– Spencer Ripchik

• Horsemen and fans waited in si-
lence after the eighth with a stewards’ 
inquiry and jockey’s objection when 
Dot’s Dollar edged Swift Tap in the 
7-furlong claiming event. 

Swift Tap’s jockey, Ricardo San-
tana Jr., objected after the race and 
waited with Javier Castellano and the 
1-2 finishers who walked outside the 
winner’s circle. The stewards eventu-
ally ordered no change. 

“It was fine,” Castellano said. 
“Right after the wire, I think Ricardo 
Santana Jr. tapped my horse and he 
made my horse switch. That’s why we 
had contact because he was right up 
on my horse. The horse was still the 
best.”

Winning trainer Tom Morley gave 
Castellano a big hug after the ruling 
was announced. The victory gave the 
jockey-trainer team a double on the 
day after Charge Account won the 
fourth. 

“Anything you can do here in Sara-
toga is special,” said Castellano, who 
rode Charge Account and had won 
13 races from just 48 mounts through 
Wednesday. “I thank God that I have 
the opportunity to ride some of the 
best horses in the country. I just have 
to keep believing in myself and to 
keep performing here.”

Fly P Stable’s Dot’s Dollar, claimed 
out of the race for $50,000 by trainer 
Michelle Nevin for Winfield Racing, 
improved to 3-for-7.

“He’s a gutsy horse,” Morley said. 
“I really liked his effort out there to-
day.”

– Spencer Ripchik

• George Weaver won Wednes-
day’s finale, a $16,000 claiming event 
going 7 furlongs, with class-dropper 
Cathedral for his second win of the 
meet.

“We dropped him in class; tried to 
get him in a race we thought he was 
competitive in,” Weaver said. “He 
had run poorly two times in a row, so 
we were thinking the best thing to get 
him back on track was to drop him in 
class so that’s what we did.” SUCCESS IS NO ACCIDENT...

Proud of our 5
Triple Crown Graduates.

Early Voting
2022 Preakness Winner

Essential Quality
2021 Belmont Winner

Palace Malice
2013 Belmont Winner

Nyquist
2016 Derby Winner

Orb
2013 Derby Winner

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 40

Continued On Page 42 
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BloodHorse Auction Edge is a 
comprehensive guide to the sales ring, 
featuring exclusive statistics to help you 
determine a sale horse's potential and its 
value in the marketplace. An easy-to-read 
format allows you to navigate page after 
page of the industry's most comprehensive 
sales tool.

AUCTION EDGE SALES GUIDES 
AVAILABLE FOR:

GET PREPARED FOR UPCOMING SALES.

SHOP.BLOODHORSE.COM
CATHERINE JOHNSTON  

859.276.6812  
CJOHNSTON@BLOODHORSE.COM

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Home of the NO-EXPENSE Claim
Thoroughbred Racing Partnerships

Race Horse Ownership offers so much more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

But the biggest victories for Weav-
er and his family are happening off 
the track. 

“It feels good to win,” he said. 
“It feels good to win any time. We’re 
dealing with a tough time with my 
wife but she had a good week last 
week, making some improvements. 
She would want us to come out here 
and win races and hold the fort down, 
so that’s what we’re doing.”

Weaver’s wife, Cindy Hutter, suf-
fered a traumatic brain injury in a 
training accident July 3 on the Okla-
homa Training Track. She was not 
conscious or awake for days, but 
started to make progress at a rehabil-
itation center in Boston.

“She’s always been (a fighter). 

She’s a very tough girl,” Weaver said. 
“She has a job to do, too, you know 
what I mean? They’ve been working 
her hard at physical therapy. When 
she’s done with that she’s pretty tired.

“We didn’t really know what to 
expect, it’s very scary when you start 
reading about head injuries. There’s 
really been nothing guaranteed and 
there’s still nothing guaranteed, but 
she knows who we are and she talks 
to us and she’s doing her physical 
therapy so as of right now we’re hap-
py with how things are going and 
we’re looking forward to getting her 
home.”

Weaver didn’t have a timetable on 
when Hutter might come home. 

“It’ll probably be awhile,” he said. 
“She’s got a long way to go. The last 
week has been real good.” 

– Timothy Littau

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 41

Tod Marks
Dot’s Dollar (right) hangs on to edge Swift Tap in Wednesday’s eighth race.

Continued On Page 43 
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• Barry John Foley used to watch 
Saratoga jump races from his home in 
Ireland.

“We always thought it was lu-
nacy,” the steeplechase jockey said. 
“Just because of the speed. At home, 
you’d never go as fast as this, it’s 
chalk and cheese.”

Chalk meet cheese.
Years after thinking it was lunacy, 

the Irish-bred jockey guided the Irish-
bred Howyabud to a 1 3/4-length win 
over Decisive Triumph and Going 
Country in the Jonathan Kiser Nov-
ice Stakes at Saratoga Wednesday. 
Owned by Irv Naylor and trained by 
Keri Brion, the 5-year-old son of Mi-
lan improved his hurdle record to a 
cool 3-for-3. 

Foley placed Howyabud in fourth 
on the inside, 4 lengths off Decisive 
Triumph. Settled and smooth from 
there, Howyabud moved into third 
with a circuit to go, second halfway 
down the backside the second time 
and to the lead coming out of the fi-
nal turn. Decisive Triumph battled 
hard but settled for a gallant third (his 
fourth consecutive placing in novice 
stakes). Going Country closed to pick 
up third. 

“Jumped, traveled. Keri thought he 
might be a little bit slow and it might 
be sharp for him but he jumped unbe-
lievable,” Foley said. “He never put 
me under any pressure. I was always 
happy during the race. Turning in, I 
wasn’t worried about anything be-
hind me. I thought Decisive Triumph 
might stay, he’s ultra-tough, I actually 
feel for that horse, he should win one. 
But this horse is a fair tune.”

Foley came to the U.S. for a 
month’s holiday in spring 2016. He 
won two races at the Virginia Gold 
Cup in May, went home for the sum-
mer and knew he was coming back. 

“I didn’t have a top yard,” Foley 
said after winning his third stakes this 
year. “I didn’t have Willie Mullins. I 
didn’t have Gordon Elliott. I’d pick 
up spins from them here and there. I 

had a load of small guys and they all 
supported me, but I was never going 
to ride a graded winner or a Grade 1 
or make a substantial living. At home, 
you pay for everything. I drove six 
hours for one ride at Downpatrick, 
fell at the first and lost money for the 
day. Here, the prize money is unreal.”

Brion purchased Howyabud out 
of a maiden hurdle at Leopardstown 
in December. He walloped allowance 
foes at the Virginia Gold Cup in May 
and was put on the Saratoga train.  

“He’s a really really nice horse,” 
Brion said. “He was bought to be 
a Saratoga horse, hopefully a Grade 
1 horse in time. He’s still very green. 
You saw him down the lane. He was 
kind of hanging on the other horse. 
He has loads of ability. He doesn’t 
even really know what he’s doing yet 
but still a great run.” 

– Sean Clancy 
and Spencer Ripchik

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 42

Tod Marks
Howyabud leads Decisive Triumph to the finish of Wednesday’s Jonathan Kiser hurdle stakes.

We’ll Ride  
Anywhere You Ship.

  

Reylu Gutierrez 116 
Colonial Downs, Ellis Park, Kentucky Downs

David Cabrera 118 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Rene Diaz 114* 
Ellis Park, Indiana Grand

Emmanuel Esquivel 116 
Indiana Grand

Freddy Manrrique 116 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Jose Santos Jr.   (305) 979-7779   thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
Join the Readers Club
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BY RICHARD ZWIRN
Every horse has a story. The Special will tell a 

bunch during the meet via this column, which will 
run periodically. They will mostly be mine. I hope 
these accounts entice and enthrall, as well as help 
readers realize what a remarkable animal and sport 
we have here. And, that the connection formed be-
tween us and the equine athlete can make our lives 
even more rewarding and meaningful.

• • •
“These horses have fans other than people like 

me who mostly like racing because of the drinking. 
People love the animals and their stories.”

Michael Blowen, president and founder  
of Old Friends Farm (only half kiddingly)

Go ahead. Touch a horse’s velvety muzzle. 
Listen in the darkness to a horse quietly munch-

ing on hay. Sense the unabashed glee from obstrep-
erous weanlings as they rear, buck and squeal to-
gether out in lush pasture. Smell the hoof churned 
pine and rich, mulchy soil on a trail. Feel the ground 
shake when the herd of broodmares races down 
the hill at evening feed time as the creeping night 

swallows the last vestiges of light in the distance. 
Observe a racehorse being groomed or given a bath 
on the backside at sunrise … steam rising, muscles 
rippling, coat gleaming.

These spine-tingling, otherworldly moments 
never get old. Some say there are endorphins re-
leased when you get near a horse.

We have had the opportunity to share our horses 
with countless others over the years. Leading tours, 
answering questions, doling out apples – we have 
seen first-hand how entranced folks become when 
in the presence of these majestic creatures. Busloads 
of giggling kindergartners. Curious rubberneckers. 
Vans full of exuberant retirees and the disabled. 
Groups of “troubled” teen boys who went from 
being “too cool to bother” – to displaying impish 

smiles while negotiating the soonest return to the 
farm possible.

All visitors were captivated by the sheer beauty, 
visceral calm and physical stature of the horse. Mo-
ments shared with horses contribute to the restor-
ative needs for the human soul. It makes us richer. 
We all spend so much time in words. Animals offer 
a great retreat to body language. You read them. 
They read you. Communication across species is a 
thrill.

One day we received a call from a woman who 
was the artistic director of the Northeast Ballet 
Company. Her name was Darlene Myers and she 
had an idea for the upcoming Artsfest. The gist 
was to have her troupe of five girls perform a ballet 
based on the movement between mare and foal. It 
would be called “Two and Four Legged Thorough-
breds.” It would display the posture, playfulness, 
power, speed, non-verbal communication, and nat-
ural beauty witnessed in the field and transport it 
to stage.

We had just the duo for the job. Our broodmare, 
Twinkie Zone, gave birth to a beautiful filly named 
Fingerpainter a few weeks prior. Leggy, alert, spirit-
ed – the filly would mirror the mare’s movements as 
she floated around the field with her hooves seem-
ingly barely touching the ground. It was, indeed, a 
duet for the ages.

The troupe came numerous times to carefully 
film and observe the idiosyncratic equine move-
ments – the cadence of footwork and angles and 
parts of each horse. The girls watched as Twinkie 
Zone would dash along a fence line with her foal 
eagerly trying to keep up in her shadow. In the cor-
ner of the paddock, they came to an abrupt halt 
and managed an acrobatic pirouette. Standing tall, 
shoulder to shoulder, they thrust ahead to com-
mence a high gallop when suddenly they would 
lurch forward and spring upward. While in mid-
air the pair would somehow lower their respective 

T iny Dancer
Every Horse

Presented by the New York 
Thoroughbred Breeders

Continued On Page 45 
 SV Photography Dave Clark Imaging
Fingerpainter the racehorse, and the dancers she helped inspire as a foal at the farm.
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2022 Paramount Performers
LIFE IS GOOD 
JACK CHRISTOPHER 
RATTLE N ROLL 
FORBIDDEN KINGDOM 
MORELLO, etc.  

© DOMINIC NAPOLITANO PHOTO 

We’re Still Rollin’… Come See Us !           SARATOGA  •  BARN 1

heads and kick-out their back legs 
skyward. They both nailed the land-
ing. Continuing onward, they would 
lean into swerves like a meander-
ing river rounding gentle bends. The 
mare finally came to a halt. She gave 
a loud snort, scraped the land with 
her front hooves and then proudly 
reared on her hind legs while pawing 
at the air. Below, the startled young 
filly nervously trotted in circles while 
awaiting her dam’s touch down back 
to earth. 

The respect their human ballet 
counterparts had for these horses 
grew by the minute, as even with their 
utmost efforts, it was clearly impossi-
ble to mimic such athletic feats and 
coordination with just two legs.

The performance was a smashing 
success. It was a beautiful June day. 
The electric color coursing through 
the leaves was that of green apple – 
or chartreuse. Everything was mov-
ing … alive. Through a great deal of 
hard work, creative choreography 
and observation, the ballerinas were 
graceful in their display of movement 
and nuance. The crowd left the farm 
abuzz with delight. It was a joint 
project that will long be remembered. 
Our tiny dancer slept well in her stall 

that night after so much attention and 
love was showered upon her and her 
momma.

As Fingerpainter grew up, she 
would continue to run and dance … 
on the farm and on the racetrack. In 
a few years’ time, she would go on 
to become a popular multiple stakes 
winner in New York and displayed 
the action and determination of both 
an effortless ballerina and a fierce 
competitor. Her fans at the racetrack 
would never know about her early ex-
perience as the co-star of such an in-
novative endeavor. Now, many years 
later, she is an experienced momma 
herself and can be found teaching her 
babies how to glide, leap and spin in 
her shadow and on their own.

Many old and new visitors con-
tinue to come to our farm – from all 
walks of life – and seem to always 
leave with a greater appreciation of 
these breathtakingly beautiful ani-
mals.

As the adage goes, “The best thing 
for the inside of a man/woman, is the 
outside of a horse.”

Richard Zwirn, a member of the 
New York Thoroughbred Breeders, 
has been a racing fan for 50 years and 
a hands-on Thoroughbred breeder 
for the past 25 on a small farm seven 
miles from Saratoga Race Course.

Every Horse –
 Continued from page 44

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 23, 2022 • 5-9 pm

grab your boots 
and join us!

A casual evening of FUNdraising, 
food, music, basket raffles,  

and horses, too!
––––––––––––––––––––––––

TICKETS: $50
Available at  

www.TRFinc.org or 
call 518.226.0028

 

Saturday Morning  

SOCIALS

Every Saturday Morning 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. Free Admission 

Special events including book signings, autograph sessions,  
short films, live horses, etc. vary week to week

visit racingmuseum.org for more details

Sponsored by
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Wesley Ward placed his iPad on the 
crackling white wooden rail near 
the half-mile pole of the main track 
Wednesday morning. Troy favorite 

Golden Pal was cooling out back at the barn, the last 
set eased to a close before the 9-furlong oval would 
be harrowed for the day’s races. The sun was reach-
ing full force, long-sleeve shirts had been stripped 
away in the natural rhythm of the racetrack, it was 
time for lunch, the daily segue way from morning to 
afternoon, somehow, at 10 a.m.

“You’ve got to watch this…” 
Ward fired up a video on his oversized screen 

and in an instant, Heywood Hale Broun, the famed 
writer and television commentator, and his love 
affair with Saratoga from so many years before, 
crackled to life. 

“I first came to Saratoga with my father 60 years 
ago when they had bookmakers here instead of mu-
tuel machines and when it was a long trip on the 
train to get here,” Broun begins. “Fatherly book-
makers gave me a little break on the odds because I 
was only a boy and I learned in Saratoga the uncer-
tainty of racing because this is the place where fa-
vorites so often lose and the surprisingly unthought 
of win.” 

There are the horses walking through the crowd 
and the crowd walking through the horses, the pad-
dock melding into the picnic area like butter and 
honey. No ropes, no fences, no barriers. Hats with 
bows and hats with starch, top hats and cowboy 
hats, baseball hats and flowered hats. The bell ring-
er. Pony boys and girls in red shirts. Grooms dressed 
like they had downtown dates. 

“Saratoga was the class of American racing and 
also the place where millionaires unabashed by any 

talk about democracy came to play in a wealthy 
way,” Broun says. “Keeping track of the August 
crowd became a part-time occupation for those of 
us who record history on horseback.” 

There’s Broun doing just that, in a madras sport 
coat and a whimsical mustache in the purity of 
black and white television. Horses and lead ponies 
walk under the trees, maybe the same trees which 
stand in today’s paddock. And frames later, in full 
color, Broun in a powder blue sport coat, mingling 
with John Nerud, Mack Miller, Penny Tweedy, each 
one offers their reason for the season.

“Through the years the colors change at Sarato-
ga as the fortunes rise and fall but as the seconds 
flick past on racing’s clock, time at the old course 
seems oddly to stand still,” Broun explains. “Like 
many another dowager, Saratoga is grand, dignified 
and slightly weathered. Playground of the brown 
derby and bustle set long ago, it also provided a 
mineral water corrective for a diet of deviled beef 
bones and champagne. Two great American pre-
occupations, health and wealth come together at 
Saratoga. For those who dream of a killing, there’s 
a racetrack. For those who dream of long life, the 
mineral springs with their medicinal taste puritani-
cally promise purification of the body.”

Black tie affairs, diamonds and smiles. Morning 
breakfasts, coffee poured by men in white coats and 
bow ties on the same apron that hosted Steve As-
mussen’s Saturday barrage. Steve Cauthen explains 
the festival similarities of England and Saratoga. 
Alfred Vanderbilt in a floppy hat stands at the bot-
tom steps of a backstretch trainer’s stand. A clocker 
with binoculars worn on the rims from good and 
bad trips searches for the next sure thing.

“Saratoga has stayed relatively unchanged be-

cause it is far enough from major cities to remain es-
sentially bucolic and although the town has changed 
the racetrack is as the racetrack has always been,” 
Broun says. “Long ago, someone called horse rac-
ing the Sport of Kings and at Saratoga the name still 
seems right. The spacious lawns and big well-tended 
trees suggest that royal park where one monarch said 
to the other, ‘I bet I can beat you to the palace.’ ”

Dell Hancock talks about having a good time 
with a good horse, hoping all her good horses run 
at Saratoga, nothing has changed there. A frame lat-
er, Lure wins on the Saratoga turf. Then Secretariat 
gallops through the morning mist, a sloppy track, 
the hoof slaps sound the same then and now. The 
trees in and around Clare Court look the same, too. 

“The backstretch at Saratoga is a world of its 
own because it’s a world in the woods, in the forest 
as it were,” Broun says. “And so, the lines of trees 
that surround you shut out the real world.”

There’s Broun interviewing Bill Hirsch in full col-
or and a frame later there he is interviewing Max 
Hirsch in the late 1960s, shortly before he died. 
Rocked back in a director’s chair outside his barn, 
the Hall of Fame trainer of Assault, Middleground, 
Bold Venture explains the magic of Saratoga, “…
horses and carriages and footmen and every other 
thing, it was a sight to see.” 

“Saratoga is what we all are longing for in this 
age when Americans are largely discouraged with 
their world, Saratoga represents that kind of Nor-
man Rockwell view of life,” Broun concludes. 
“Saratoga is beautiful. Saratoga is ageless. Saratoga 
is what we thought we were going to.”

Broun’s words linger as he lingers one final time 
in the Saratoga paddock and the credits roll on a 
nine-minute masterpiece. Ward and I walk back to 
the barn, the same one where Hirsch sat so many 
years before.

I wonder what Broun, who died in 2001, would 
think about Saratoga today. 

T imeless cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

A N D  T H E  W I N N E R  C O U L D  B E  Y O U !

Bona Venture Stables
Affordable share-based partnerships. 
dfcollins@bonaventurestables.com  |  www.bonaventurestables.com

Join The Readers Club – thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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The World’s 
Yearling Sale
Already in 2022, Keeneland 
September Graduates have 
accomplished: 

98 GRADED STAKES WINS

18 GRADE 1 WINNERS INCLUDING:
American Theorem, Casa Creed, Colonel Liam,  
Country Grammer, Early Voting, Emblem Road,  
Express Train, Jackie’s Warrior, Life is Good,  
Mo Donegal, Nest, Switzerland, Zandon and more

SEPTEMBER.KEENELAND.COM

Your next opportunity 
awaits at the Keeneland 
September Sale  

JACKIE’S WARRIOR | ALFRED G. VANDERBILT (G1)

September Yearling Sale  
Book 1 Begins | Monday, Sept. 12  

NEST | COACHING CLUB AMERICAN OAKS (G1)

AMERICAN THEOREM | BING CROSBY S. (G1)
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https://september.keeneland.com/


Maryland–We’ve got the horses, the horsemen and the history.  
With the current upswing in our breeding & racing industry, it’s the place to be.

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.

Eight Hall of Fame horses were Maryland-bred.  
Twelve Hall of Fame trainers called Maryland home.
Three Hall of Fame jockeys started their careers in Maryland.

MarylandThoroughbred.com

Maryland: A Hall of Fame State

CHALLEDON GALLORETTE JAY TRUMP

SAFELY KEPTCIGARELKRIDGE

TUSCALEE GOODNIGHT SHIRT

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/



