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Sprint KingSprint King
Jackie’s Warrior seeks fifth Saratoga stakes winJackie’s Warrior seeks fifth Saratoga stakes win

Tom Amoss Stable Tour
3-year-olds clash in Jim Dandy

Artorius shines in Curlin
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Names of the Day Sunday
Truancy, first race. Eric Dattner’s 3-year-old filly is by Run 
Away And Hide. 

Eau Claire, first race. Berkshire Stud’s 4-year-old filly takes 
her name from the Wisconsin city of 70,000. Her dam, She-
boygan, is named for another Wisconsin city 250 miles east.

Candle, second race. Will Farish’s 2-year-old filly is by City 
Of Light.

Prank, sixth race. Owned by Star Ladies Racing, LNJ Fox-
woods and Gainesway, the 2-year-old filly is by Into Mischief.

By The Numbers
9: Stakes added to the 2022-23 schedule at Oaklawn Park, 
bring the total to 45 worth a record $13.75 million.

89: Beyer Speed Figure for steeplechaser Snap Decision when 
third in Wednesday’s Colonial Cup Turf at Colonial Downs. He 
ran the same number in his previous flat start – in November 
2018. The 8-year-old, first or second with eight stakes wins in 
all 15 hurdle starts, is aiming for the Jonathan Sheppard over 
jumps here Aug. 17 – or perhaps the John’s Call on the flat a 
week later.

License Plate of the Day
NYBRED, New York.

Here&There...in Saratoga
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Names of the Day
Space, first race. Owned and 
bred by Claiborne Farm and Adele 
Dilschneider, the 2-year-old colt is 
out of Width. 

Son Of A Birch, second race. Be 
careful, John Imbriale.

Cryo, second race. The 4-year-old gelding is by Frosted.

Orchestration, 10th race. Klaravich Stable’s 4-year-old 
colt is out of Jazz Flute.

thisishorseracing.com

Sunday Bowling. Man o’ War winner Highland Chief 
(center) runs in Sunday’s co-featured Bowling Green Stakes.
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Worth Repeating
“If you need something quickly, ask a busy woman.”

Jessica Paquette, who helped us out with some 
 photo requests from Colonial Downs about  
a minute before she went on the air for her  
paddock analysis of the finale Wednesday

“It takes forever.”
Justin Nicholson, about breeding  

a steeplechase winner; his AJ Suited Stable 
 bred Wednesday winner Freddy Flintshire

“Like two old men.”
Assistant trainer Tatiana Sushko, about stablemates 

and best friends Freddy (Flintshire)  
and (Spring Heeled) Jim carrying on back  

at the stakes barn after Wednesday’s jump race

“  There aren’t too many people who can connect with man 
and beast the way he does.”

Veterinarian Dr. Stowe Burke,  
about trainer Wesley Ward

“Can I get a ruling on that?”
Capital OTB’s Mick Richards, after  

The Special’s Joe Clancy found a golf ball  
near the Clare Court set Friday morning

“I’m looking for a part-time job.”
Former trainer Tom Bush walking  

around the backside Friday morning

“My dad said he had War Command in this barn.”
Trainer Jimmy Jerkens about  

the 1955 Display Handicap winner 

“He finished perpendicular to his mount.”
A trainer describing a jump jockey’s finish 

“Nothing a winner wouldn’t cure.”
Trainer Steve Asmussen when asked how he was doing

“I’ve been wearing shorts since I was walking hots at Lou-
isiana Downs.”

Trainer Al Stall about morning gear 

“I had to go back home to get the money.”
Trainer Jim Bond after winning  

Monday’s New York Oaks with Galaxina

“See you September 5.”
Trainer Chad Summers, readying f 

or the Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour with the Little Guys 
(it’s scheduled for Sept. 3)

“If I die tomorrow I’ll have lived a fulfilled life.”
Racing fan on his way to cash tickets 

 
 

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“Jimmy Harris was the best. Every horse 
would get rubbed as if he was a stakes horse. 

He rubbed Beau Purple, Admiral Vee.  
He was off the day Beau Purple came  

in the barn, I put him in his stall. He came  
in the next morning and said, ‘Who that 
donkey in my stall?’ I said, ‘That’s a horse 

called Beau Purple.’ He said, ‘Yeah, where he 
pull grass at?’ I said, ‘He’s a nice horse.’ He 

said, ‘Yeah, we’ll see about that.’ ”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  800-523-8143

Quote of the Day
“I can sit off another horse if I need to, if somebody wants to do 

something. I have a lot of choices. I have a good post and we’ll see 
what happens. Hopefully I can break clean and go from there.”

Jockey Jose Ortiz on Jim Dandy contender 
and Preakness winner Early Voting

Here&There...in Saratoga

Breeders’ Cup photo
Hey Champ. Last year’s 2-year-old champion Corniche makes 
his first start for trainer Todd Pletcher in Sunday’s Amsterdam.

WOODSLANE FARM 
Lauren and René Woolcott

Breeder of  TONALIST, winner of the 2014 Belmont Stakes,
and SADLER’S JOY, winner of the 2017 Sword Dancer Stakes 

Best of luck to homebreds WOLFIE’S DYNAGHOST, 
HAIL TO, MALIBU CURL AND OSCAR ECLIPSE.

WOODSLANE FARM 
♥♥♥♥♥WE    NYNY♥♥♥WE   ♥♥WE   ♥

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  
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Just imagine

Medaglia d’Oro: 25 million-dollar 
yearlings or two-year-olds since 2016: 
more than any other stallion.

Must-see Saratoga  
yearlings selling now. 

GET 
RICHER 
QUICK!

https://www.darleyamerica.com/
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Robin Sparkles

Winner of the  
Grade 3 Caress Stakes  

at Saratoga July 23.

Breeder: Hibiscus Stables.
Owner: Michael Schrader.

Trainer: Bruce Brown.

Janet Garaguso/NYRA Photo

Back At Saratoga
It’s nice to be in Saratoga and not the Saratoga Sales. 
During the sales, my dad, Uncle Joey and Tom Law are flat-out working every day. 

This means that all I do is watch the sales. If you aren’t buying a horse, the sales are 
basically just getting dressed up and listening to a guy on a megaphone talking really 
quickly and really loudly. 

This year, I was able to do a lot more. I went to the Racing Hall of Fame, which was 
really great. The movie is incredible. The touchscreens are very helpful. Instead of 
walking around a huge hall full of plaques to find out about a Hall of Famer, you can just 
press two buttons and find any information about anybody. Dad went in the call-your-
own-race booth and announced Secretariat winning the Belmont, which must have 
been a dream come true for him. 

I went to a Red Sox game. I’m not a Boston fan, but Fenway Park is awesome. We 
had seats in row one on the third base line. The Red Sox couldn’t get anybody out, but 
it was still a great experience. 

Dad and Tom brought me to the Henry Street Taproom, and I learned to play table 
shuffleboard against some guys we met in the bar. Tom and I lost, but it was close. The 
final score was 21-19. Then we walked to Ben & Jerry’s. I got Chunky Monkey but for 
some reason Dad got vanilla, which completely defeats the purpose of Ben & Jerry’s. 

Some Clancy cousins showed up on Friday. I’d never met them, but it felt like I’d 
known them my whole life. 

On Wednesday and Saturday, I helped deliver papers with Olivia Johnson. I met Dallas Stewart, and he 
gave me some advice about life. 

Tom has MLB.TV and a cat named Raisin, so I watched a lot of baseball with Raisin in my lap, eating a 
plum or a kiwi.

It was a great trip, and doing more things with more people really showed me the beauty of Saratoga. 
– Miles Clancy

Here&There...in Saratoga

Join The Readers Club 
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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eclipsetbpartners.com /eclipsetbp @eclipsetbp

To learn about joining an Eclipse racing partnership, contact:

Aron Wellman
(310) 968 - 9559
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920 - 9005
Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com
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Thank you to all of our loyal racing partners who always BELIEVE BIG!Thank you to all of our loyal racing partners who always BELIEVE BIG!
Honoring Tradition. Inspiring Innovation. Making History.Honoring Tradition. Inspiring Innovation. Making History.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

Sean Tugel
(859) 940-0456
Sean@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920-9005
Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com

Aron Wellman
(310) 968-9559
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Click to learn about  Eclipse racing partnerships or contact:

Since launching Eclipse in 2011:

20 GRADE 1 WINS
113 STAKES WINS

NEARLY $40 MILLION IN PURSE EARNINGS

There’s a reason our  
racing partners   

BELIEVE BIG!
#ECLIPSEFILLLIES 

2 CCA OAKS
2 ASHLAND S.
2 SPINSTER S.

2 BLACK-EYED SUSAN S.
2 BOURBONETTE OAKS

2 HONEYMOON S.
2 EDGEWOOD S.
2 SUNCOAST S.

BC JUVENILE FILLIES TURF
AMERICAN OAKS

AUSTRALIAN OAKS
DEL MAR OAKS

SARATOGA OAKS INVITATIONAL
DEMOISELLE S. 

QUEEN MARY S. (ROYAL ASCOT)

ACORN S.
VANITY S.

LATROIENNE S.
GAMELY S.

NEST runs away in  
G1 CCA Oaks winning by an 
 impressive 12 1/4  lengths!  

© TOD MARKS PHOTO

UPDATE:  AT SARATOGA, NOW 2 FOR 2
2YO filly KALING wins MSW in debut

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/


8 Saturday, July 30, 2022the Saratoga Special

If you were new to Saratoga and trying to give 
somebody directions to the shedrow of trainer Tom 
Amoss, you’d probably start with a simple “Head 
for the trees.” Hard up against the back fence on 
the main-track side and facing a deep, cool, dark, 
there’s-a-lake-back-there-somewhere woods, Barn 
23 used to be the home of horses trained by Pat Kel-
ly (think Evening Attire, Riskaverse, Sultry Song, 
Solar Splendor, Naughty New Yorker, Christiecat). 

Now it’s Amoss’ base, and it’s not lost on him.
“You know what? It’s off the beaten path and 

maybe a lot of clients don’t come back here, but it’s 
quiet and horses love it,” he said of the spot four 
barns back from the 5-furlong pole on the main 
track. “They might as well be in the country back 
here. That’s what I like. They really relax. They lie 
down, take it easy. It’s totally different than a barn 
closer to the track.”

The barn has helped fuel a little success too, as 
Amoss won five races here last summer and two 
years ago landed the Grade 1 Ballerina with Seren-
geti Empress when Saratoga Race Course was 
closed to spectators due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“The standout here without a doubt is Serengeti 
Empress winning the Ballerina,” he said of Sarato-
ga memories. “That was my favorite victory. She 
put away Letruska after breaking bad. I only had 
one disappointment about that race – no fans. She 
put on a show.”

Amoss’ first Grade 1 win, with Heritage Of Gold 
in the 2000 Go For Wand, came at Saratoga and he 
won the 2009 Sanford with Backtalk. Now, he’s got 
a string here along with horses running at Ellis Park 
and Indiana Grand while closing in on 4,000 wins 
for his training career. 

The milestone – he needs six – isn’t lost on the 
60-year-old New Orleans native.

“I think of a lot of things as it gets really close,” 
he said. “My first winner was in 1987, Sportsman’s 
Park, maiden $7,500 claim. I still have that picture 
in my basement – Prize Dream was the horse. I 
think about that start, all the people I’ve met along 
the way and how good the business has been to 
me.”

In addition to his training schedule, Amoss is on 
NYRA’s Fox Sports Saratoga Live television show 
three days a week, lending insight and opinions as 
a trainer and lifelong racing fan.

“I work with a very talented group of people on 
both sides of the camera,” he said. “That makes it 

easy. Look, I wouldn’t be good at anything else on 
TV, but I know horse racing. I can do this.”

Thursday morning, he hit the pause button long 
enough to walk through that historic barn and talk 
about some of his Saratoga string with The Spe-
cial’s Joe Clancy.

Promise Of Hope. J S Stable’s 2-year-old filly won a Chur-
chill Downs maiden July 1, where she fought up front before 
taking over late and scoring by 3 1/2 lengths in her debut. 
Daughter of Ghostzapper and the Dynaformer mare Hudson 
River Gal eyes the Adirondack here Aug. 7. Tied to the back 
wall awaiting her groom Thursday morning, she looked bright, 
ready, fit and interested in whatever was going on out the back 
window. She breezed a bullet half-mile in :47.22 July 20. “She 
was always a raw-talent type, but after her first race her knowl-
edge and understanding of training and racing have seemed to 
improve. She’s kept her weight well, just gotten more into it. 
We’re always paying attention to overall brightness of coat and 
weight, and she’s got it going on right now.”

Li’l Tootsie. Joel Politi’s 4-year-old Tapiture filly has built 
a solid career with six wins and $458,974 earned. Won five 
of 10 last year while starting in every month except June and 
October. Third in the Grade 2 Prioress here last year and won 
an overnight stakes going a mile at Churchill Downs July 3. 
Amoss is hunting for a race. “She’s a middle-distance horse, 
anything from six furlongs to seven-eighths is her game and 

she likes to close. I’d like to find an allowance race, or she’d be 
possible for the De La Rose (Aug. 7) if it comes off the turf.”

Martini’nmoonshine. A $120,000 purchase at Fasig-Tip-
ton’s select yearling showcase in 2020, the 3-year-old Malibu 
Moon colt won the first race on Travers Day here last year – 
leading all the way while going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. Owned 
by Raise the BAR Racing, the Stonestreet-bred closed 2021 
with an 11th in Keeneland’s Bourbon Stakes in October and 
is on the comeback trail. Breezed three times at Keeneland in 
June and July and has worked twice on the Oklahoma turf here 
(the most a recent 5 furlongs in 1:02.36 July 22). “He had a 
setback and he’s just coming back. He’ll run in an allowance 
race here the first week of August. He’ll have one more work 
over the Oklahoma grass course, probably on Sunday. It’s such 
an advantage being able to use that. I’ve often said that the 
advantage the Europeans have is they can get very creative in 
their training. We can’t, but that grass course helps. You’ve got 
more options here than a lot of places with the ability to get on 
the turf, the little track (Clare Court) over there, the big stable 
area you can utilize. This is about as creative as you can get at 
an American racetrack.”

Owen’s Leap. Two-year-old Bolt d’Oro colt won his debut for 
owner Michael McLoughlin at Churchill Downs in May. Came 
back July 4 and finished second – a long, 12 1/4 lengths be-
hind runaway winner Gulfport – in the Bashford Manor Stakes 
July 4. Amoss is targeting the Saratoga Special here Aug. 13, 

STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 8-9  6:30 PM

fasigt ipton.com
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With Tom Amoss

Continued On Page 9 
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Serengeti Empress gave Tom 
Amoss a Saratoga thrill when she 

won the Ballerina in 2020.
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where the Steve Asmussen-trained Gulfport 
looms again. “Chances are, Gulfport is going 
to be in there which disappoints me because 
Gulfport is a very, very good horse. How do 
we turn the tables? He was so professional in 
his first start, but he didn’t break well in that 
stakes race. He didn’t break terrible, just didn’t 
really get out of there quickly. He’ll be fine and 
I think gate stuff just comes with experience. 
We’re looking for him to be a little sharper and 
we’ll work him tomorrow (Friday, a half-mile 
in :48.03) in preparation of that.”

Misty Veil. Four-year-old Tonalist filly has 
won five of 18 starts with seven seconds and 
$296,010 in the bank. Claimed for $30,000 by 
Amoss and Maggi Moss last May, the chest-
nut won a starter allowance here two starts 
later and then put together a solid season with 
three seconds and a third. She bounced into 
2022 with back-to-back wins at Fair Grounds, 
another at Oaklawn and was sixth in a stakes 
at Indiana Grand July 9. “She’s done really 
well for us. We know she likes the racetrack, 
that makes her valuable to have. To like it and 
be able to handle it is important.”

Curly Jack. Two-year-old Good Magic colt, 
also owned by McLoughlin and named for his 
grandson, won his debut at Churchill June 2 
– drawing off by 4 lengths late going 5 1/2 
furlongs – and was fifth in the Sanford here 
July 16. Inside and up front early, he tired in 
the final stages and was beaten 2 lengths for 
third in a race won by Mo Strike. “He drew an 
inside post position and he used the inside rail 
throughout and it was just not the place to be. 
He deserves another chance and he’ll certainly 
get it. Two starts, win in his first and then that. 
That’ll help his odds next time.”

Tiwanaku. Four-year-old Tapit colt claimed 
by Moss and Amoss out of a maiden-claiming 
win at Churchill Downs June 9 won his next 
start at Churchill June 30 and finished third 
here July 22. Ran into graded stakes winner 
Keepmeinmind there, a foe Amoss would pre-
fer not to see next time. “We were third after 

making the lead going a mile-and-an-eighth. 
We’ll probably shorten him up to a mile, may-
be use the Wilson Chute in our next start.”
Amoss wore a microphone for the July 22 
race, letting the television audience in on a 
trainer’s pre-race work. He liked it as much 
as the viewers. “You got to listen to Kendrick 
Carmouche and me about strategy before the 
race and then I talked to him after the race. It 
made for a good piece. When they wanted to 
do it, I was like ‘OK, whatever.’ It got a lot of 
reaction. It just goes to show you how part of 
our business is so away from the public.”

Isolate. Sleeping, chin bouncing off the straw, 
the 4-year-old Mark Valeski colt was certainly 
the barn’s most relaxed horse Thursday morn-
ing. Reeves Thoroughbred Racing runner has 
won five of 10 including the Work All Week 
Stakes at Hawthorne June 11. Saratoga has 
been more than nap time though as he’s turned 
in two breezes here – a half-mile in :47 July 17 
and another one in a bullet (of 128 workers) 
:46 July 24. “Just chilling, I love to see that. 
He’s a sprinter and he’s going to run here in the 
Tale Of The Cat (Aug. 10). That’s going to ex-
tend him as far as distance. It’s seven-eighths 
of a mile. He’s a speed horse. He’s a very, very 
good sprinter. Can he get the seven-eighths or 
not? Look, there’s only so much you can do in 
training for that. A lot of it depends on what he 
inherently can or can’t do. We think we’ve got 
him in the right frame of mind to try to get that 
seven-eighths. Nice horse.”

Future Victory. Claimed for $35,000 by 
Moss and Amoss from Mike Repole and Todd 
Pletcher here July 22, the Twirling Candy 
gelding has finished second in his last three 
starts – two allowance races at Monmouth 
Park and the claimer – going a mile or more 
on the grass. Just missed when beaten a half-
length last time. “He ran a really good race the 
day we claimed him, and we’d love to pick up 
where the old trainer left off and have him run 
back well. He’s settled into the barn, fallen into 
the feed program we’re on very well. We’ve 
had him on the track about four days and he’s 
been very kind and easy to work with, so I have 
a feeling he’s going to be very straightforward. 
Whenever you claim a horse, you want to try 
to know their personality, know what they’re 
like on the racetrack as much as you possibly 
can and he’s showing us all the right things.” 

Running Late. Unraced 2-year-old colt 
– who looks a year older – by Runhappy out 
of Tarty To The Party belongs to Ensemble 
Stable, as Amoss put it a “hodge-podge” of 
people sharing in the potential upside of a new 
horse. Thursday, the bay stood crossways in 
the stall and cocked an ear as his trainer start-
ed talking. “Beautiful personality, good-look-
ing, cool horse and we’re hoping we have 
some fun with him. We won a lot of 2-year-old 
races at Churchill Downs so we didn’t bring 
many 2-year-old maidens up here – certainly 
not like last year. He is going to like distance. 
I think he’s going to be ready to go in the last 
half of August.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Tom Amoss is closing in on 4,000 wins.

https://www.fasigtipton.com/index.php/2022/The-Saratoga-Sale/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=FTSAUG&utm_content=BleeckerStreet
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BY TOM LAW
Funny thing about first impressions. 
They almost always stick, and the one Early Vot-

ing made on Jose Ortiz lasted so long he brought it 
up not long after riding the colt to victory in this 
year’s Preakness Stakes. 

“The first time I got on him, I walked in the 
shedrow at Chad (Brown’s barn), saw him and 
thought he looked good,” Ortiz said, walking 
across the turf course back to the jockeys’ room 
after the post-Preakness press conference. “Then 
while he was walking, the next thing I knew he’d 
knocked off every bucket that was hanging up in 
the shed.”

Ortiz could only ask Brown’s crew, “I’m getting 
on him?”

The opinion eventually changed – after guiding 
the Gun Runner colt through his first breeze on 
Belmont Park’s main track. Early Voting was pro-
fessional in his work and he’s continued to be for 
Brown and Ortiz heading into today’s Grade 2 Jim 
Dandy Stakes, the first start since the spring classics 
for Early Voting and his two chief rivals in the race.

The $600,000 Jim Dandy shares the card with 
the Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt featuring cham-
pion Jackie’s Warrior. The 9-furlong Jim Dandy, 
Saratoga’s marquee prep for next month’s Grade 1 
Travers, packs more star power with 3-2 favorite, 

Star Power
Gr. 2 Travers prep 
lures Early Voting, 
Epicenter, Zandon

JIM DANDY STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 12 

Susie Raisher
Early Voting (left) works with 
Accretive at Saratoga last week.

https://www.nyra.com/saratoga/
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THE WAR FRONT 
WE WILL ALL 
REMEMBER.

FIRST YEARLINGS 
AT F-T SARATOGA.

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Kentucky Derby and Preakness run-
ner-up Epicenter, Early Voting, Blue 
Grass winner and Derby third Zan-
don and Ohio Derby winner Tawny 
Port. Western River also entered but 
will scratch after finishing fifth in Fri-
day’s Curlin Stakes. 

“It’s a short field but a good one,” 
Ortiz said Friday morning, making 
the rounds in his golf cart with agent 
Jimmy Riccio. 

Ortiz likes his chances, thanks to 
the continued progress he’s seen in 
each of Early Voting’s four starts, 
along with the colt’s recent training 
and post draw. 

“Now he’s much better,” Ortiz 
said, comparing the late July Ear-
ly Voting to last year’s model. “His 
mind, he’s 3 now, just much better. 
He’s quiet. Very laid-back horse. He 
does what he needs to do. He likes it.”

Ortiz breezed Early Voting last 
Saturday, going 5 furlongs in compa-
ny with Grade 2 Amsterdam entrant 
Accretive in 1:01.05. That was the 
seventh work for Early Voting since 

his 1 1/4-length win over Epicenter 
in the Preakness and first in compa-
ny with Accretive. The other six came 
at Belmont with last week’s Grade 3 
Monmouth Cup winner Highly Mo-
tivated. 

“I’ve been working him,” Ortiz 
said. “He’s been working good. Every 
time he goes out there he does what 
we ask him for. He always goes 1:01. 
One minute, 1:01, that’s what we’re 
asking him for. He’ll work in compa-

ny with Highly Motivated, except last 
week because he was at Monmouth 
so we couldn’t work together.”

 Brown compared Early Voting to 
a bar fighter after the Preakness and 
hopes he’s ready to “mix it up” again 
in the Jim Dandy. The trainer has nev-
er won the Jim Dandy – or the Tra-
vers – but sends out a strong duo in 
Early Voting and Zandon.

Brown purposely kept Early Vot-
ing out of the Belmont Stakes three 
weeks after his Preakness to aim for 
a summer and fall campaign. He did 
the same with Zandon, who ranged 
up to Epicenter in the stretch of the 
Kentucky Derby before running even-
ly through the lane while Rich Strike 
rallied up the inside to shock the 
world at 80-1. 

Early Voting was under consider-
ation for the Haskell – where Brown 
sent Jack Christopher out to finish 
third last weekend – before rerouting 
to the Jim Dandy. 

“That’s why I kept him down (at 

Jim Dandy –
 Continued from page 10

Susie Raisher
Third in the Kentucky Derby, Zandon is a 
player in the Jim Dandy.

Continued On Page 14 

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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Maryland-bred, 
Maryland-sired 
run with the best.

Maryland-bred, Maryland-sired ROYAL HAVEN won the G1 Vanderbilt 
Stakes when it was called the A Phenomenon S. It was one of his 
19 wins in 41 lifetime starts that earned him $891,501, a career that 
spanned 4 seasons and included 9 graded stakes wins and placings.

Look for Maryland-breds in the winner’s circle  
at race tracks all over the world.

Watch for them at the sales.

Maryland Horse Breeders Association
321 Main Street, Reisterstown, MD • 410.252.2100

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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Belmont), because we were consider-
ing running in the Haskell,” Brown 
said. “Once it came to decision time, 
I decided to bring him up here and get 
a breeze over the track. I ultimately 
decided this was the spot for him.”

Steve Asmussen did the same with 
Epicenter. Winner of the Grade 2 Ris-
en Star and Grade 2 Louisiana Der-
by this winter at Fair Grounds, the 
son of Not This Time also didn’t run 
in the Belmont after his Derby and 
Preakness efforts. 

Joel Rosario takes the return call 
for Asmussen, who won the Jim Dan-
dy in 2009 with Kensei and 2018 
with Tenfold. 

Flavien Prat rides Zandon, the 2-1 
third choice from the outside post. 
The son of Upstart won the Grade 1 
Blue Grass Stakes before his third in 
the Derby and finished a close second 
in last year’s Grade 2 Remsen at 9 fur-
longs behind eventual Belmont Stakes 
winner Mo Donegal. 

Tawny Port also brings experience 
in classic for trainer Brad Cox. The 

son of Pioneerof The Nile finished 
seventh at 80-1, beaten only 4 3/4 
lengths by Rich Strike, in the Ken-
tucky Derby after a victory in the 
Grade 3 Lexington Stakes at Keene-
land. Irad Ortiz Jr. rides Tawny Port, 
who exits a victory in the Grade 3 
Ohio Derby last time out. 

“The horses in there are rested and 

they will be ready to fire,” Jose Or-
tiz said. “Steve Asmussen’s horse will 
be ready and Zandon looks amazing. 
The other horse is not bad, too, Cox’s 
horse. He’s nice.” 

The Jim Dandy and Vanderbilt 
will be broadcast live from during a 
90-minute broadcast starting at 4:30 
p.m. today on Fox. 

Jim Dandy –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Second in the Derby and Preakness, Epi-
center gets back to work in the Jim Dandy.

We’ll Ride  
Anywhere You Ship.

  

Reylu Gutierrez 116 
Colonial Downs, Ellis Park, Kentucky Downs

David Cabrera 118 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Rene Diaz 114* 
Ellis Park, Indiana Grand

Emmanuel Esquivel 116 
Indiana Grand

Freddy Manrrique 116 
Prairie Meadows, Remington Park

Jose Santos Jr.   (305) 979-7779   

https://www.sashasofsaratoga.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Ask Steve Asmussen what he’s 

worried about with Jackie’s Warrior 
in today’s Grade 1 Alfred G. Vander-
bilt at Saratoga. Go ahead, ask.

“Horse racing. Did you watch this 
year’s Derby? Did you watch this 
year’s Derby? Anything can happen 
in a horse race,” Steve Asmussen said 
with a laugh Friday morning. “What 
I worry about in horse racing is what 
I love about horse racing. Your repu-
tation isn’t going to do anything for 
you, you have to perform. It’s the 
thing that makes horse racing the 
greatest sport, you’re not paid for 
what you’ve already done. You get 
paid for what you’re about to do.”

Jackie’s Warrior is about to put 
his undefeated Saratoga record, a 
three-race win streak and his lead in 

the sprint division on the line in the 
$350,000 stakes. Owned by J. Kirk 
and Judy Robison, the 4-year-old 
son of Maclean’s Music rolls into to-
day’s co-feature fresh off triumphs in 
the Grade 3 Count Fleet Handicap 
at Oaklawn Park in April, Grade 1 
Churchill Downs Sprint in May and 
Grade 2 True North in June. With 
Joel Rosario hovering and preserving, 
Jackie’s Warrior ripped to those three 
wins by a combined 9 3/4 lengths. 

“He’s fast. It’s crazy special to still 
have him in training this year,” As-
mussen said. “He has not changed at 
all. He was fast, physically imposing 
and had a great attitude when he was Tod Marks

Jackie’s Warrior will take some cooling off in today’s Vanderbilt.

VANDERBILT STAKES PREVIEW

Home Field
Sprint sensation aims at fifth  
Saratoga stakes win for Asmussen

Continued On Page 18 

https://westpointtb.com/
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2. If anything, his confidence level has 
changed, with success and maturity, 
he’s more confident.”

Pick a highlight. Front-running 
gems in the Grade 2 Saratoga Special, 
Grade 1 Hopeful and Grade 1 Cham-
pagne as a juvenile? How about the 
:21.75, 43.68, 1:07.97 splits before a 
final time of 1:34.39 in Pat Day Mile 
in his first win as a 3-year-old? What 
about the H. Allen Jerkens three 
starts later at Saratoga, the throw-
down with Life Is Good? 

That’s at the top of the list for As-
mussen.

“Last year’s Allen Jerkens, does it 
get any better of a horse race than 
that?” the Hall of Famer said. “That 
was crazy. That was crazy to be in-
volved in that horse race.”

 Hustled from the inside, Jack-
ie’s Warrior stalked Life Is Good, 
dropped back on the turn, and locked 
on at the quarter pole. Life Is Good 
fought back, Jackie’s Warrior coun-
tered, they slugged it out to the finish 
with Jackie’s Warrior winning by a 

neck. Sometimes a horse can turn a 
participant into a fan. Asmussen has 
the pennant and the pom-poms. 

“It far exceeds being a fan,” As-
mussen said. 

With that, Asmussen pulled out 
his phone and cued up the 2021 
Amsterdam in the slop at Saratoga. 
There’s Jackie’s Warrior cruising to a 7 
1/4-length romp in the Grade 2 stakes.

“If you ever watch the video, to me, 
it’s the coolest thing I’ve ever seen,” 
Asmussen said. “You see him flicking 

his ears from the raindrops. You can 
see him react to raindrops hitting his 
head. That’s relaxed. That’s relaxed 
running. Whether it’s easy or just 
comes natural to them…it’s how they 
are. How did you do that? Do what? 
Why did you do that? Do what? I 
know that’s hard. What’s hard?”

Jackie’s Warrior is a natural. Bred 
by J & J Stable, the $95,000 Keene-
land September purchase won his de-
but in June at Churchill Downs, swept 
the Saratoga Special, Hopeful and 

Champagne before suffering his first 
defeat, a fourth, in his first attempt 
at two turns in the Grade 1 Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile. He suffered his sec-
ond defeat in his second attempt at 
two turns when third in the Grade 3 
Southwest at 1 1/16 miles. That was 
the end of two turns. He won the 
Grade 2 Pat Day Mile around one 
turn at Churchill Downs in his next 
start. He finished second, beaten a 
neck after being pinched back to last 

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Joel Rosario looks for competition as Jackie’s Warrior rolls in the True North at Belmont in June.

Continued On Page 20 

https://www.bridlewoodfarm.com/


19Saturday, July 30, 2022 the Saratoga Special

https://salleehorsevans.com/


20 Saturday, July 30, 2022the Saratoga Special

in the first jumps of the Grade 1 Woody Stephens 
at Belmont Park. Wins in the Amsterdam, Jerkens 
and Grade 2 Gallant Bob sent him soaring into the 
Breeders’ Cup Sprint in November. He finished 
sixth and came out of it with a chip in his left knee. 
Five and a half months later, he began his third win 
streak, ticking off the Count Fleet, the Churchill 
Downs Sprint and the True North. 

Asmussen is far from fazed about the losses.
“Honestly he’s had a reason every time,” he said. 

“He got beat twice going two turns because he was 
a sprinter. He got beat in the Woody Stephens be-
cause he probably ran a quarter in 20 and change 
five jumps from the gate and still ran well. In the 
Breeders’ Cup, he got hurt. That’s his lifetime four 
losses. That’s incredible.”

Asmussen pointed at the fifth stall of his barn 
near the Oklahoma Training Track. 

“That’s him right there with his head out,” As-
mussen said. “He is the coolest sumbuck ever.” 

Jackie’s Warrior leaned against the stall screen, 
eyes half-mast, ears half-cocked, tongue sticking 
out just below his pink nose, Jolly Ball limp to his 
left as a fan whirred above his head and Gun It, 
Disarm and a few others cooled out in front of him. 

 “He knows our routine, you think he doesn’t 
know he’s running this week?” Asmussen said. 

“That’s how much it bothers him.”
Joel Rosario rides Jackie’s Warrior. The 1-5 fa-

vorite breaks from stall four.
Kneedeepinsnow makes his Grade 1 debut for 

Jeremy Sussman, Ten Strike Racing and Cory Mo-
elis Racing. Trained by Matt Shirer, the 6-year-old 
son of Flat Out was claimed for the third time in his 
career in April when winning an optional claimer. 
In two subsequent starts, the chestnut gelding regis-
tered a second in the Work All Week at Hawthorne 
and a third in the Kelly’s Landing at Churchill 
Downs. Ricardo Santana Jr. rides the 12-1 fourth 
choice from the inside stall. 

Willy Boi has matched Jackie’s Warrior’s three-
race win streak, dominating an allowance at Tampa 
Bay Downs, the Big Drama and the Grade 3 Smile 
Sprint at Gulfstream Park. Owned by Bill Cosgrove 
and trained by Jorge Delgado, the 4-year-old son 
of Uncaptured is undefeated since joining Delgado’s 
barn. Chantal Sutherland comes in from Florida for 
the ride on the 8-1 third choice from post 2. 

Ny Traffic aims at his third consecutive stakes 
win for trainer Saffie Joseph Jr. and owners John 
Fanelli, Cash is King, Paul Braverman and Team 
Hanley. The son of Cross Traffic won the Affirmed 
Success at Belmont Park and Chocolate Town at 
Penn National, improving to 4-for-4 at 7 furlongs 
or shorter since joining Joseph’s barn in 2019. The 
gray 5-year-old nearly won the Haskell in 2020, 
losing by a nose to Authentic. Irad Ortiz Jr. takes 
the call on the 6-1 second choice from the third slot.

Millionaire Long Range Toddy tries to snap 
a losing streak that goes back to the 2019 Rebel 
when with Asmussen. The 6-year-old finished sec-
ond in the Grade 3 Commonwealth in April and 
exits a third against allowance foes at Churchill 
in July. Owned by Zenith Racing, trained by Dal-
las Stewart and ridden by Luis Saez, the 15-1 shot 
breaks from post 5. 

Doc Amster completes the field from the outside 
post. Owned by Russell Staggs and trained by Del-
gado, the 5-year-old trounced starter allowance ri-
vals at Monmouth Park July 17 and aims at his first 
stakes win. Javier Castellano rides the 20-1 chance 
for the first time. 

Vanderbilt –
 Continued from page 18

Joe Labbozzetta/NYRA Photo
Ny Traffic steps up in company while looking for his third 
consecutive win.

https://gainesway.com/stallions/tapit/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPH&utm_campaign=Tapit&utm_content=NumberOne
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Brown Advisory is proud to support the global equine 
community and its beneficiaries.

Investing in the present 
to raise the future.
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Saturday, July 30.

1ST (1:05PM). $105,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Space ............................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Swiss Guard ................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Tatum ............................. A. Adorno ........................ D. Velazquez ................. 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Team Leader................... T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ....................... 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Capture the Flag ............. L. Saez ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Bourbon Resolve ............ D. Davis ........................... I. Wilkes ....................... 2-1

2ND (1:36PM). $105,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............America’s Guest ............. K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Rarified Flair ................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................. 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Determinedly .................. J. Rosario ........................ M. Casse ...................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............American Hustle ............. D. Davis ........................... C. Clement.................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Our Dream Rye’d ........... J. Leparoux ...................... I. Wilkes ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............C’Est Magnifique ............ F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Montepulciano ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Deccan Prince (IRE) ....... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Good Rapport ................ J. Gomez ......................... R. Rodriguez .............. 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Son of a Birch ................ J. Castellano .................... T. Morley .................... 10-1

3RD (2:10PM). $70,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Kissalot .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. S. Joseph, Jr. ............. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Cryo ............................... T. McCarthy ..................... O. Noda ...................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Royal Tryst ..................... J. Castellano .................... M. Arenas ..................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Full Moon Fever ............. D. Davis ........................... M. Hennig .................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Misbehaved .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Southern Passage .......... L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Bold Victory ................... K. Carmouche .................. L. Rice .......................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Endowed ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Wolfe County ................. J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 9-2

4TH (2:40PM). $52,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Creemore ....................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Begg ....................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Lady Firefoot .................. J. Castellano .................... P. Reynolds ................ 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Jabberwock .................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Abreu ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Trevise............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. P. Antonacci ................. 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Diamant Damhsa (IRE) .. M. Franco ........................ B. Cox .......................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Queen de La Creme ........ J. Samuel ........................ R. Handal ................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Our Souper Love ............ D. Davis ........................... M. Casse .................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Devilly ............................ L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Union Dolly .................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Handal ................... 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Hope Over Fear .............. J. Gomez ......................... J. Abreu ........................ 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Sparkling Water ............. T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker .................... 20-1
12..... AE-MTO .Doozy Batz ..................... J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 6-5

5TH (3:12PM). $100,000, AOC $45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Bank On Shea ................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Servis ....................... 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Flying Emperor ............... E. De Diego ...................... J. Wright .................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Hot Rod Rumble ............ T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Asmussen ................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Amundson ..................... M. Franco ........................ H. De Paz ..................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Bronx Bomber ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Quickflash ...................... D. Davis ........................... N. Lynch ..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Big Bobby ...................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Masked Marauder .......... J. Rosario ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Big Engine ...................... J. Gomez ......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Lady’s Golden Guy ......... N. Alvarado ...................... D. Breed ..................... 15-1

6TH (3:44PM). $115,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Marvelous Maude .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
1a  .... AE-MTO .Baby Man ....................... J. Gomez ......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Missy Greer .................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Finest Work .................... J. Rosario ........................ G. Weaver..................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Linny Kate ...................... T. McCarthy ..................... O. Noda ...................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Blissful ........................... L. Saez ............................. C. DeVaux..................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Wicked Groove ............... F. Prat .............................. R. Atras ........................ 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lady Emily ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Sweezey ................. 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Malibu Curl .................... D. Davis ........................... T. Albertrani ................ 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ensemble (IRE) .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ....................... 7-2
10..... 10 ..........Dream of Change (IRE) .. M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-1
11..... AE-MTO .Big City Momma ............ . Rider TBA ...................... C. McGaughey III ......... 8-1
12..... AE-MTO .Minute Waltz .................. J. Leparoux ...................... P. Bauer ........................ 4-1

7TH (4:17PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Built to Last .................... J. Castellano .................... T. Morley ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Heymackit’sjack ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. Brion ........................ 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Heroneandonly ............... M. Luzzi ........................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Feathers Road ................ J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mister Chairman ............ J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Central Pride .................. M. Franco ........................ J. Terranova, II ........... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Kimbo Dancer ................ S. Bridgmohan ................ J. Ferraro .................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Fuoco ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. P. Serpe ...................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ripe for Mischief ............ L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ...................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Buckortwo ...................... K. Carmouche .................. M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
11..... AE-MTO .Impazible Prince ............ J. Castellano .................... C. Summers ............... 12-1
12..... AE-MTO .Gimmebackmybullets ..... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Atras ........................ 8-1
13..... AE-MTO .Tommy Gun ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 2-1

8TH (4:50PM). $350,000, STK - THE ALFRED G. VANDERBILT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Kneedeepinsnow ............ R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Shirer .................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Willy Boi ......................... C. Sutherland ................... J. Delgado .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Ny Traffic ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Jackie’s Warrior ............. J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 1-5
5  ..... 5 ............Long Range Toddy ......... L. Saez ............................. D. Stewart .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Doc Amster .................... J. Castellano .................... J. Delgado .................. 20-1

9TH (5:37PM). $600,000, STK - THE JIM DANDY, 3 YO, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Western River ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Brisset ................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Epicenter ........................ J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 3-2
3  ..... 3 ............Tawny Port ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ B. Cox .......................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Early Voting .................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 8-5
5  ..... 5 ............Zandon ........................... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1

10TH (6:13PM). $115,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 10 ..........Bay Street Money ........... K. Carmouche .................. R. Atras ........................ 8-1
1a  .... AE-MTO .Hometown ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Atras ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 1 ............C Falls ............................ M. Franco ........................ N. Casse ..................... 20-1
3  ..... 2 ............Orchestration ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2
4  ..... 3 ............Capone ........................... D. Davis ........................... J. Jerkens ................... 20-1
5  ..... 4 ............Shawdyshawdyshawdy .. J. Castellano .................... J. Abreu ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 5 ............Airman ........................... T. McCarthy ..................... T. Morley .................... 20-1
7  ..... 6 ............Exult ............................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker .................... 20-1
8  ..... 7 ............Ricochet ......................... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 12-1
9  ..... 8 ............Irwin (IRE) ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. P. Antonacci ............... 10-1
10..... 9 ............Colosseo ........................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Catalano .................. 6-1
11..... 11 ..........Hidden Enemy (IRE) ....... J. Lezcano ....................... S. Asmussen .............. 12-1
12..... 12 ..........Capensis ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
13..... AE-MTO .Three Jokers .................. . Rider TBA ...................... J. Terranova, II ............. 5-2
14..... AE-MTO .Warrior Johny ................ J. Alvarado ...................... P. Bauer ........................ 4-1
15..... AE-MTO .Therisastormbrewin ....... L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
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11TH (6:47PM). $60,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............The Last Zip ................... T. McCarthy ..................... J. Sharp ........................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bad Guy ......................... D. Davis ........................... R. Klesaris .................. 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Big Agenda ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Mo Ready ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Barleewon ...................... J. Castellano .................... J. Camejo ..................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Troubling Moon .............. E. Cancel .......................... C. Englehart ................ 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Jack the Cat ................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Falcone, Jr. .............. 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Mad Munnys .................. J. Lezcano ....................... G. Rodriguez .............. 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Healing ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker ...................... 5-2
10..... 10 ..........American Lincoln ........... J. Gomez ......................... J. Romero .................. 20-1
11..... AE..........Artemus Bridge .............. M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ........................ 8-1
12..... AE..........Hieroglyphics ................. J. Alvarado ...................... N. Chatterpaul ............ 30-1
13..... AE..........Ballagh Rocks ................ D. Davis ........................... J. Englehart .................. 8-1
14..... AE..........Quiet Out East ................ J. Castellano .................... B. Brown .................... 10-1
15..... AE..........Outrageous Bet .............. L. Saez ............................. J. Kirby ......................... 8-1
16..... AE..........Monarchs Glen (GB) ...... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 3-1

Copyright 2022 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 SARATOGA ENTRIES

“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them  
will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become a spring of water” (John 4: 13-14)

jellyfishwater.com
Your support of Jellyfish Water helps us support programs like the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation’s 

“Second Chances” program and the Permanently Disabled Jockey Fund (PDJF)

For over 500 million years the mission 
of a jellyfish has been to survive, 

adapt and succeed in water.

Our mission as a company  
is to produce a bottle of water that 

inspires you to survive, adapt  
and succeed in life.

LIFE

https://www.sacredspaandwellness.com/
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P U R CHASE A REGISTERED NY-BRED YEARLING & GET WITH THE $60 MILL ION PROGRAM IN 2 0 2 2
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Outside, inside, in a furlong. That’s 

what Irad Ortiz Jr. engineered on sec-
ond choice Artorius in Friday’s Curlin 
Stakes, sidling from the outside slot in 
the field of eight to the inside lane in 
fifth before hitting the apex of the first 
turn. 

For Chad Brown, trainer of Artori-
us, case closed. 

“When he got to the first turn in-
side,” Brown said. “I knew it was 
over. I knew it was over.”

Ortiz wasn’t that confident.
“Oh, it was a good spot, but you 

never know, these races are difficult,” 
Ortiz said. “Chad was very positive 
about the horse. He really likes the 
horse.”

And he should. 

After Ortiz’s masterstroke early, 
Artorius did the rest, sliding inside 
third-choice Be Better early, gliding 
inside longshots Golden Glider and 
Make It Big at the quarter pole and 
blowing past pacesetter A. P.’s Secret 
turning for home. From there, it was 
a 4 3/4 demolition job over late-run-
ning Gilded Age and favorite Creative 
Minister. Bred and owned by Judd-
monte, Artorius finished 1 1/8 miles 
in the restricted stakes in 1:50.34. By 
Juddmonte’s champion Arrogate out 
of their two-time Grade 1 stakes win-
ner, Paulassilverlining, the dark bay 
colt notched his first stakes win and Dave Harmon

Artorius charges to victory in Friday’s Curlin Stakes.

CURLIN STAKES RECAP

T icket Punched 
Son of Arrogate, Artorius takes 
big step toward Travers Stakes

Continued On Page 28 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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CENTRAL BANKER
Co-Leading Sire Outside KY by 2022 Stakes Winners

Opening Week at Saratoga, SW DREAM CENTRAL made it 
2 stakes wins in a row, 2YO debut winner LIGHT MAN and  

SIX PERCENT scored a 10 ¼ length allowance win!

SOLOMINI
22 First Crop Yearlings Selling Aug 14 - 15

The most yearlings for any NY Freshman sire in recent times. 
Followed by fellow McMahon stallion Central Banker with 17 

first crop yearlings cataloged in 2017 and Laoban in 2019.
McMahon offers 4 colts and 2 fillies.

REDESDALE
NY’s Leading Freshman Sire

Maiden Special Weight Winner N Y RIESLING and Belmont 
debut runner up TEN CENT TOWN lead the way.

SALES
McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds offers 9 Colts and 7 Fillies 

at the upcoming NY Bred Preferred Sale at Fasig-Tipton

McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds, LLC
180 Fitch Rd Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Ph: 518-587-3426 | F: 518-587-4393
www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Inquiries to: john@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com
John 518-376-2924 or Jane 518-693-2218

New York's Breeder LeadingLeading
McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds

Just 5 minutes from Saratoga Racing and Sales

https://www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com/
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Churchill Downs 
Arlington Million Day 
closes July 23, 2022– 

To be run on  
August 13, 2022

ARLINGTON MILLION DAY: August 13

To nominate, call (502) 638-3806 or 1-800-928-3372
Ben Huffman, Racing Secretary

Dan Bork, Asst. Racing Secretary, Stakes Coordinator

FORT LARNED

$200,000 

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds and Upward 

1 3/16 MILES

ARLINGTON MILLION, 
GRADE I

$1,000,000  

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds and Upward 

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

LADY TAK

$200,000

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies & Mares, 

Three year olds and Upward 

SIX FURLONGS

BEVERLY D. , GRADE I

$500,000 – “Win & You’re In 

Filly & Mare Division” 

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies & Mares, 

Three year olds and Upward

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

SECRETARIAT, GRADE II 

$300,000

Runs Sat., August 13

Three Year Olds

ONE MILE, TURF

PUCKER UP, GRADE III

Runs Sat., August 13

Fillies Three Year Olds

1 1/8 MILES, TURF

second career win in his third start. 
And, yes, next stop, Travers. 
“That was the point, just to get 

him around two turns and over the 
track, to see if we could get him a 
good prep for the Travers,” Brown 
said. “I know training his mother, she 
was a 7-furlong horse but what a bril-
liant mating to the great Arrogate by 
Juddmonte, to put some speed into a 
classic distance horse like Arrogate. 
They have a special one here.”

Artorius came to Saratoga last 
summer, breezed twice and went 
back to Juddmonte in Kentucky with 
sore shins and other growing pains. 
Turned out (day and night), freshened 
up, legged up, he went back to Brown 
at Payson Park in December and be-
gan his journey back to Saratoga. 

Artorius made his debut going 6 
furlongs at Keeneland in April, clos-
ing to finish second behind Under 
Oath. Two months later, he broke his 
maiden going a mile at Belmont Park. 
The Curlin was clearly the next spot 
on a horse playing catch up. Spotting 
experience to each of his rivals, Arto-
rius made it look easy with a polished 
performance. 

“He ran like he was training. Irad 
gave him a million-dollar ride from 
that post,” Brown said. “He trains 
like a monster, this horse. I worked 
him with Jack Christopher at Bel-
mont, he was holding his own down 

there. He’s everything you dream of; 
brilliant father, brilliant mother, bril-
liant breeding operation, they sent me 
this great horse. Every box is ticked.”

The Curlin, restricted to 3-year-
olds who have not won a graded 
sweepstakes at a mile or over in 2022, 
was ticked into the first turn. 

“A nice horse,” Ortiz said. “A per-
fect trip.”

For Juddmonte’s Garrett O’Ro-
urke, it’s bittersweet after losing 
champion Arrogate. The son of Un-
bridled’s Song finished third in his de-
but in April of his 3-year-old season 
and then won seven straight in a nine-
month barrage. The skein included 
four Grade 1 stakes wins, the Travers, 
Breeders’ Cup Classic, Pegasus World 
Cup and Dubai World Cup. He lost 
his next three and retired at the end 
of 2017. He bred three crops and was 
euthanized after suffering a core le-
sion on his spinal cord in June 2020.

“It was total devastation to lose 
a horse of his caliber that we had so 
much fun with and were in such awe 
of,” O’Rourke said. “For it to be such 
a weird occurrence…it was very un-
expected. We had a lot of hopes and 
dreams crushed when it happened. 
Now we’re just hoping to have an Ar-
torius or two that can keep the legacy 
going, keep the memories going.”

So far, so good.
When Juddmonte looked at stand-

ing Arrogate, they looked at their suc-
cess – or their lack of success – with 
Empire Maker. With a turf and stami-

Curlin –
 Continued from page 26

Dave Harmon
Artorius (left) breaks with the field in Friday’s Curlin Stakes.

Continued On Page 29 

https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP 

FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP 
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NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS 
HURDLE    JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     

KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   
MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 85 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  128 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

PHOTO © KATHEE RENGERT

Need Space?
Ten stalls for rent 15 minutes  
from Saratoga Race Course.

Remodeled barn  
and paddocks.

Call Pete Yezzi 
at  (518) 210-9979

na-laden broodmare band, Juddmonte 
struggled to breed fast horses from its 
Belmont Stakes winner. 

“Other people did have success with 
Empire Maker, but Prince Khalid was 
very disappointed by the lack of return 
because he had such a high opinion of 
him. We were trying to fit square pegs 
in round holes in breeding some of 
his absolutely top turf mares to him,” 
O’Rourke said. “Having gone through 
that, we wanted to make sure that we 
had a certain percentage of mares that 
would be the type to work perfectly 
with Arrogate. A. Speed. B. Dirt hors-
es.”

Paulassilverlining was part of that 
plan. Juddmonte bought the daughter 
of Ghostzapper privately from owner/
breeder Vince Scuderi at the end of her 
4-year-old season. Trained by Michelle 
Nevin, the bay filly had notched six 
stakes wins, including the Grade 2 Ma-
tron and Gallant Bloom. Turned over 
to Brown for the 2017 season, she won 
the Grade 1 Madison, the Grade 1 Hu-
mana Distaff and the Grade 2 Honor-
able Miss before finishing off the board 
in the Ballerina and Breeders’ Cup Filly 
and Mare Sprint. 

Paulassilverlining and Arrogate re-
tired on the same day, Nov. 4, 2017. 
Five years later, their 3-year-old son 
won the Curlin, proving yet again that 
patience is key to success. 

“He’s never missed a day since we 
sent him back to Chad. A lovely ath-
lete and a lovely temperament horse. 
We were waiting for this one,” O’Ro-
urke said. “We won’t be impatient 
with them now, we’ve seen what they 
want to be, what he was himself and 
there’s no point rushing into something 
that they’re not ready to do. We’ll start 
dreaming about this time next year 
with the 2-year-olds, not this fall.”

Curlin –
 Continued from page 28

https://www.fairhilletc.com/


30 Saturday, July 30, 2022the Saratoga Special

BY TIMOTHY LITTAU
Fingal’s Cave aced more tests 

trainer David Donk threw her way – 
stretching out to 9 furlongs, around 
two turns and against open company 
– with a victory in Friday’s third race 
at Saratoga Race Course. 

Jose Ortiz rode the 3-year-old New 
York-bred daughter of Carpe Diem 
to a 3 3/4-length victory over Spiked 
and four others in the $115,000 al-
lowance on the main track.  

“She had a really good work last 
week, galloped out really well, and I 
usually don’t put a rider on,” Donk 
said. “It was just a last-minute thing I 
happened to ask Jose, he was around, 
he got on her and I think it gave him 
a lot of confidence because she gal-
loped out really well after working 

three quarters. I didn’t have many op-
tions, two state-bred races didn’t fill. I 
contemplated running her against the 
boys. The objective was the Fleet In-
dian in four weeks, so getting a mile 
and an eighth and today finding out it 
was the right thing. I thought it prob-
ably was, but she proved it.”

Alifyfe Racing’s Fingal’s Cave won 
her debut going 6 furlongs at Belmont 
Park May 21, and followed up with 
a 7-furlong allowance win there June 
22, both races against state-breds.

“The first two wins (didn’t surprise 
me), not with the competition, be-
cause she’s trained really well,” Donk 

Dave Harmon
Fingal’s Cave and Jose Ortiz score easily in Friday’s third race.

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

Small Giant
NY-bred filly Fingal’s Cave  
improves to 3-for-3 for Donk, Fife

Continued On Page 31 
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Maryland’s Oldest Thoroughbred Farm
Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

www.countrylifefarm.com
Office 410-879-1952 • Josh Pons 443-807-0644  

Mike Pons 410-459-8517 • Christy Holden 410-808-1325

Country Life Farm Racing Partnerships

 

  Experience the thrill of racing with a Country 
Life partnership. We race everywhere – from 

Saratoga to the Mid-Atlantic to Florida. Get in 
the game and the winner’s circle with us– 

 call to reserve a share in our next future star.
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Mosler’s Image gets her head down at the wire for 
an exciting finish at Monmouth Park on 7/16.

said. “She’s showed that kind of talent in training. 
Today was a good test for her, you never know until 
you lead them over there. We’re still trying to devel-
op her. She’s a 3-year-old, started a little later in the 
year than the rest of them. One step at a time, we’ll 
see what happens. If we keep winning, it’s just race-
to-race. I haven’t looked at anything else. We’ll go 
to the Fleet Indian and go from there.”

The $200,000 Fleet Indian Stakes is part of the 
Saratoga Showcase Day card scheduled for Friday, 
Aug. 26. 

• H. James Bond, who has trained for 35 years 
and considers Saratoga home, won two races Fri-
day including with Fontanafredda from post 12 in 
the fourth.

The Bond Racing Stable homebred New York-
bred 3-year-old filly by Stormy Atlantic won the 5 
½-furlong turf allowance by a neck at 14-1 under 
Javier Castellano. 

“She didn’t win by far but she went the farthest,” 
Bond said. “I hated the draw. She’s widest of all ev-
ery part of the race. Javier’s doing everything he can 
to save ground, but it’s like going 6 furlongs instead 
of 5 1/2.”

Castellano kept Fontanafredda in ninth early 
and didn’t get the lead until a stride from the wire. 

Fontanafredda came off an eighth on the Belmont 
turf going 6 furlongs last time out.

“She really likes Saratoga,” Bond said. “She was 
not 100 percent (in her past two races). She had 
little tiny things, either the turf was too soft or too 
hard, she wasn’t getting what she needed. But she 
was really showing me that she was going to run a 
big race today, then the 12 hole was a nightmare for 

the draw. But that’s the game we play. 
“Javier’s riding, hands down, as good as I’ve 

ever seen a rider right now. He’s just absolutely 
reading this course, and they paired up together re-
ally well.”

The winner’s circle camera snapped again for 
Bond in the ninth as On The Hill rolled down the 

Friday –
 Continued from page 30

Dave Harmon
Fontanafredda (center) digs in late to beat the crowd to the finish in Friday’s fourth race.

Continued On Page 32 
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DISCOUNTSE Q U I N E

Call 866-6�8-��8� 
EquineDiscounts.com

lane to win by 3 1/4 lengths in a 6-furlong 
starter allowance. Luis Saez was aboard the 
3-year-old New York-bred Fed Biz gelding for 
the win, but a lot of the credit went to another 
team member.

“I have to give Heman Harkie, who’s been 
riding this horse all along, all of the credit,” 
Bond said. “This horse is really slow minded, 
and Harkie helped me with this horse to get 
him right physically and mentally, he worked 
with him immensely. I’m in Saratoga, it was 
so hard to put Luis on. Luis is my main man, 
we’ve been together a long time, and Harkie is 
such a team player. We need to thank Harkie 
because he made this horse what he is today.”

• Dancing Buck won his second straight and 
gave trainer Michelle Nevin her first win of the 
meet in the eighth, a $120,000 allowance-op-
tional going 5 1/2 furlongs on the turf. 

Joel Rosario rode the 4-year-old War Dancer gelding for 
Nevin and owners J and N Stable and Diamond M Stable.

“It’s like a weight lifted,” Nevin said of the first win. 
“He’s a really nice horse, hard-knocking, always tries. Five 
and half, you need a good trip and he gave him an excel-
lent ride.”

Bred by J and N Stable, Dancing Buck won by 1 1/2 

lengths over Comedy Town to improve to 5-for-12 in his 
career. Dancing Buck won a 7-furlong turf allowance last 
time out at Belmont Park June 16. While the distance 
changed, the result did not.

“He’s such an easy horse, you can go to the lead, you 
can sit off them, that always helps when you’re shortening 
back up,” Nevin said. “No (plans) yet, we’re just going to 
enjoy today.”

Friday –
 Continued from page 31

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ...................... 1ST
Chad Brown ............................. 11
Todd Pletcher ........................... 11
Mike Maker ................................ 7
Christophe Clement .................... 6
Brad Cox .................................... 4
Jim Bond .................................... 3
David Donk ................................ 3
Bill Mott ..................................... 3
Linda Rice .................................. 3
Phil Serpe .................................. 3

JOCKEYS ....................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ............................. 18
Joel Rosario ............................. 13
Luis Saez .................................. 13
Javier Castellano ...................... 11
Jose Ortiz ................................. 10
Manny Franco ............................ 7
Flavien Prat ................................ 9
Manny Franco ............................ 8
Dylan Davis ................................ 6
John Velazquez .......................... 6
Ricardo Santana Jr. .................... 4

Through Friday

Dave Harmon
On The Hill wins Friday’s ninth race to complete a double for trainer Jim Bond.



33Saturday, July 30, 2022 the Saratoga Special

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
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Dancing Buck charges home in Friday’s eighth race for trainer Michelle Nevin.
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BY TOM LAW
Mike Repole waited for Todd Pletcher to finish. 
Seriously, he did. 
Pletcher saddled Fearless to victory in Thursday’s 

$200,000 Birdstone Stakes, the third win in six 
starts this year for the Ghostzapper gelding, posed 
for photos and went through the standard ques-
tion-and-answer session with the press on hand to 
cover the stamina test named for the 2004 Belmont 
and Travers winner. He talked about the trip, joked 
about Fearless most likely running shorter in his 
next start and jockey Luis Saez’s never-say-die ride. 

Repole sidled up right about the time the ques-
tions and answers started to repeat.

“Hold on, I want to say one thing,” Repole said 
to those who joined him in the hot summer sun of 
the winner’s circle. Dave Harmon

Fearless gets to the finish line of Thursday’s long-distance Birdstone Stakes.

Gut Check
Fearless toughs out 
another stamina test

BIRDSTONE STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 35 

https://starlightracing.com/
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“Who’s the horse remind you of?” 
Repole asked Pletcher, who thought for 
a second or two but not nearly enough 
time to make a comparison. “Caixa 
Eletronica. Honestly, we had a horse, 
talk about a war horse.”

Caixa Eletronica, mentioned on the 
pages in The Special last year by Pletch-
er as one of the 20 horses who helped 
get him into the Hall of Fame, won the 
Grade 3 Westchester in his first start for 
Repole and Pletcher after they claimed 
him for $62,500. He won six more 
stakes and placed in five others, too, in-
cluding the Metropolitan Handicap. He 
also won a pair of starter allowances – 
at 6 and 9 furlongs – within an 11-day 
span at Saratoga. Caixa Eletronica won 
23 of 69 starts and earned $1,863,505. 

Fearless isn’t there yet, but he’s on 
the way after adding the 1 3/4-mile 
Birdstone to his victory in the Grade 2 
Brooklyn Stakes going 1 1/2 miles on Belmont Stakes Day. 
He’s also won the Grade 2 Gulfstream Park Mile, Grade 3 
Harlan’s Holiday at 1 1/16 miles and Grade 3 Ghostzap-
per at 1 1/8 miles. Not to mention a couple placings this 
year behind eventual Grade 1 winner Speaker’s Corner in 
a pair of mile stakes at Gulfstream. 

“I think he’s won a stakes at a mile, going a mile and 
half and now this,” Repole said. “I think Todd looks at 
the condition book and says ‘where don’t I have a horse? 
Boom. Put Fearless in there.’ 

“Honestly, you talk about a special horse. This is a re-
ally, really cool gelding and what racing is about. Whoever 
named him, named him properly man. He is fearless. I 
don’t know what Todd said but at the top of the stretch, 
I actually went to the bathroom, came back and saw that 
he won. It looked like he was going to be third by 10, that 
was all guts, all heart and all that.”

Fearless didn’t quite take that long but the last half-
mile proved a stamina test. He won by three-quarters of a 
length over another long-winded gelding, Original Intent, 
back-to-back winner of the “Trails End” starter allowance 
at 1 ¾ miles run every year as the final race of the meet at 
Oaklawn Park. Fearless made up 3 lengths in the final half 
times in more than 53 seconds.

“Never in doubt,” Pletcher joked when asked if there 
were any anxious moments watching the 4-5 favorite 
come home. “To be honest, I was concerned the first time 
by the stands. It didn’t seem like he was loving the track. 
He was off the bridle pretty early for him. I was worried 
until he made a little spurt down the backside where he 
picked up a couple lengths and I thought maybe we were 
OK, but then he came off the bridle again. 

“Luis just stayed with him, stayed with him. Really 
courageous effort for a horse that I don’t really think was 
loving the going out there.”

Lone Rock, last year’s Birdstone winner and 3 lengths 
behind Fearless when third in the Brooklyn in his most 

recent start, set the pace under new pilot Irad Ortiz Jr. 
They led the field of five through splits of :50.06, 1:15.40 
and 1:40.53 with Original Intent and Shooger Ray Too 
the closest of the chasers through the first mile. 

Fearless was still fourth through the first mile and one 
full lap of Saratoga’s main track, labeled good and playing 
a bit laboring after on-and-off rain during the day. Saez 
called it a “rough trip” for Fearless, who needed a little 
encouragement down the backstretch and into the far turn 
the final time.

“He’s kind of a little lazy, but he ran all day,” Saez said. 
“The main thing was to try to keep him going and it was 
a long race. … At one point when we hit the half-mile, I 
thought it was over.”

Lone Rock came wide past the 10-furlong mark in 
2:06.14 and into the stretch, floating Original Intent even 
wider for his run. 

Saez stayed inside into the lane and Fearless’ momentum 
in the straight helped him inch closer to the top two. Fear-
less eventually passed the leaders inside the final furlong, 
with Original Intent getting the place spot by 1 1/2 lengths 
over Lone Rock. Fearless won in 2:59.88, almost seven sec-
onds slower than King Zachary needed to set the course 
mark in his 2019 Birdstone victory. 

“We cut the corner and he switched leads and gave me 
another gear,” Saez said. “It was great and he came on 
time. His style is to be in the clear and he doesn’t like to 
be squeezed in the middle of horses, so when I saw ev-
eryone was stopping front of me. I saw [Lone Rock] was 
supposed to be on the rail, so I went back in and cut the 
corner. It was a great finish. He always tries hard.”

Fearless, who won his debut for Pletcher going 6 fur-
longs late in his 3-year-old season, raced for China Horse 
Club and WinStar Farm for his first nine starts. Repole 
bought him out of last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky hors-
es of racing age sale for $205,000 and Fearless has since 
won four of eight with four seconds and earned $765,170. 

Birdstone –
 Continued from page 34

Susie Raisher/NYRA Photo
Fearless gets some love in the winner’s circle after Thursday’s win.
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BY TIMOTHY LITTAU
Little Linzee ran big enough at 18-1 

to give trainer Domenick Schettino 
his second win of the meet on Thurs-
day’s First Responders Day card. 

The 2-year-old daughter of Hon-
orable Dillon won her debut in a 5 
1/2-furlong maiden special weight for 
New York-breds on the Mellon Turf 
Course by a nose over 2-1 favorite 
Souffle. 

“It got tight at the end, the head 
bob, at least we got it,” Schettino 
said.

Javier Castellano rode Little 
Linzee, and Schettino said digging 
down deep is nothing new for Jan 
Durrschmidt’s filly.

“She’s like that in the morning 
when she breezes. Javier worked her,” 
Schettino said. “Her full sister (Tap-
panzee) liked the grass. Her brother 
Danzigwiththestars had a few wins 
up here on the grass. She was training 
well for the race.

“Up here is very special. Everyone 
wants to win up here. I don’t have a 
big stable of horses, so the ones that I 
do run I hope they run well.”

A fire engine and vintage New York 
State Police car decorated the grounds 
on First Responders Day and short-
ly after Schettino’s win the sound of 
bagpipes and drums resounded in 
the grandstand. The New York State 
Troopers Pipes and Drums assembled 
on the track apron in between the 
second and third races – and bouts of 
rain – to perform “Taps” and “Amaz-
ing Grace.”

“It’s important to acknowledge 
the members of law enforcement 
who have lost their lives,” Capt. John 
Shaughnessy of Troop K said.

Shaughnessy has played the bag-
pipes for 18 years and been a state 
police officer for 23.

“People like the bagpipes in gen-

eral,” Shaughnessy said. “You either 
love them or you hate them. Most of 
the people today seem like they ap-
preciate it. You try to give them just 
enough. You don’t want to over play 
and give them too much.”

The group of 15 active or retired 
New York State police officers who 
double as pipers and drummers came 
from as far as Long Island to play 
Thursday. They were led by pipe ma-

jor Sgt. Dillard Waring of Troop K, 
who has been a police officer for 24 
years but has been playing the bag-
pipes since he was 7.

“My father, he taught me,” Waring 
said. “He was a police officer for a 
short period of time, his uncle taught 
him. So it goes back generations. It’s 
good for people to see that we’re more 
than police officers. We play instru-
ments like the bagpipes and drums 
for the public. Hopefully they enjoy 
it, which they seemed to.”

• Jockey Julien Leparoux and 
trainer Rusty Arnold picked up their 
first wins of the meet in the opener 
when Calumet Farm’s She’s Keen led 
from start to finish in her 1 1/8-mile 
maiden special weight for fillies and 
mares. 

“I was expecting her to run good,” 
Leparoux said. “I knew she would 
put me in the race. I didn’t know they 
were going to go that slow at the be-
ginning. But she was happy on the 
front end, very relaxed and she fin-
ished up nicely.”

She’s Keen had four starts entering 
Thursday, all in Kentucky with Lep-
aroux aboard. 

“It’s great to get off the duck, 
like everyone says,” Leparoux said. 
“There’s a few we liked, we thought 
she would like the mile and an eighth 

Dave Harmon
She’s Keen wins Thursday’s first for trainer Rusty Arnold.

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

Big Run
First-time starter Little Linzee 
gives Schettino barn second win

Dave Harmon
Little Linzee (right) stretches for the finish while winning Thursday’s second race. Continued On Page 37 
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on a big track like this. I appreciate 
that she could win here, but first win 
is always nice. It’s pretty early in the 
meet, so it’s nice to have it done now.”

• Matt Shirer couldn’t get over the 
attention after he sent out Quick Re-
turn to win the third for owners Ten 
Strike Racing, Raquel Ritchie and Jer-
emy Sussman.

“I just won a 12-5 claimer, why 
does everybody want to interview 
me?” Shirer joked. “What is all this?” 

The victory was Shirer’s first at 
Saratoga with just his second starter. 

“It’s exciting,” he said. “It was just 
a 12-5 claimer but it’s such a presti-
gious racetrack, so it’s good to get 
those kinds of wins.”

The 5-year-old New York-bred Central Banker 
gelding broke in second with Ricardo Santana Jr. 
and was at the hip of Auburn Hills early. Quick 
Return took the lead at the quarter pole and won 
by 2 1/2 lengths. 

“It was a perfect ride,” Shirer said. “That horse 
on the inside (Lost In Rome), we knew had a little 
bit of speed but we knew he backs up a little bit 
when he gets headed. Santana was patient and put 
him in the right spot and just came and got him 
down the lane. He knew the horse a little bit from 
the last time he rode him at Churchill for another 
trainer.”

Shirer claimed Quick Return in his last start 
for $32,000. He also lost him to trainer Joe Sharp 
Thursday. 

“We’ve got a big one coming up on Saturday, 
so we’re hoping to get lucky there,” Shirer said of 
Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap entrant 
Kneedeepinsnow and owners Ten Strike Racing, 
Jeremy Sussman and Cory Moelis. “I’m a Kentucky 
guy, so usually I’m at Churchill. We run around in 
Kentucky, we run races down there but last year 
we went to Del Mar. This year we came here. Just 
trying something different.” 

• In the 1800s, there was a popular tavern just 
three miles from Saratoga Race Course. It remains 
a popular destination for people to eat and drink 
today, and to meet horses. 

Walt and Michelle Borisenok’s Old Tavern Farm 
opened in 2016 and hosts fans for breakfast and 
farm tours through a new partnership with the New 
York Racing Association. Old Tavern also features 
a vineyard and flower garden for visitors to shop. 

And the Borisenoks were joined by a big crowd 
in the winner’s circle after the fourth when their 
homebred 3-year-old colt Two For Charging came 
from seventh to win the $88,000 New York-bred 
maiden special weight. 

“It’s very special to win at Saratoga, especially 
when we’re a Saratoga farm that we bred this horse 
three miles from here,” Walt Borisenok said. “And 
to be involved in Breakfast and Breeding here, 
which is a new program that NYRA and us started 
that’s been very popular. It’s been sold out. This is 
the last box to check this season, so it’s been really, 
really great.”

Flavien Prat rode the son of Will Take Charge 
for trainer Jorge Abreu. 

“The jock did a great job today,” Borisenok 
said. “He timed it perfectly. He was in the back of 
the pack, came down the stretch, made his move 
and actually did it pretty easy. Life is pretty good 
right now.”

Despite just breaking his maiden, Borisenok 
thinks Two For Charging is better than his record, 
and there could be a possibility for a state-bred 
stakes down the road.

“We’ll see, we’ll talk to Jorge to see what he 
thinks,” he said. “He’s actually run three good rac-

es. He probably could have won an-
other race. He’s a good-looking guy. 
We’ve been taking our time because 
he’s a big horse. We didn’t run him as 
a 2-year-old; we wanted to take our 
time and make sure he’s physically 
ready to go.”

• Trainer Mike Dini picked up his 
first win of the meet when the 3-year-
old Animal Kingdom filly Pegs A. K. 
Girl came off a freshening to win the 
sixth race, a maiden claimer for fillies 
and mares at 1 mile on the inner turf.

“I’ve been sort of having a rough 
year, so to come out of it and win at 
Saratoga is a great thing,” Dini said. 
“I really liked the horse but she ran 
into a couple of issues so we gave her 
six months off.”

Tyler Gaffalione rode Pegs A. K. 
Girl, putting her in sixth early in the 
race. They were still fifth at the top 
of the stretch and behind a group of 

horses, but managed to get to the front and win by 
a half-length.

“(Gaffalione) navigated it perfectly,” Dini said. 
“I was a little nervous when we were back in the 
pack, I thought she’d be up there towards the lead, 
but she was something amazing today. If you can sit 
anywhere you can win more. I saw I had horse but I 
thought she had too much work to do. And she was 
gaining and then it looked like she wasn’t going to 
get through, but once she got through I said, ‘You 
got to win now, baby.’ I’m tired, I’ve lost too many 
photos like this over the years.

“I always did like her, but I felt the curse of Andy 
Serling when he picked her on top. Usually when I 
come here I want to see him not pick my horse.”

• Evan Sing brought music to Al Stall Jr.’s ears as 
he closed from last in a field of eight to take the lead 
inside the final furlong and pull away by 2 lengths 
in the seventh. 

“Saratoga’s something special,” Stall said. “You 
always want to get a win early.”

Norman Cheng’s 3-year-old Hard Spun gelding 
cut back from 1 1/16 miles on the grass at Churchill 
Downs to 5 1/2 furlongs on the Mellon Turf for the 
victory under Jose Ortiz. 

“He shortened up, that’s why he had that punch 
at the end,” Stall said. “Everything around one turn 
(from now on). (Ortiz) was spectacular. He told me, 
he was just going to let the horse settle back. He 
didn’t think speed was good on the turf and he told 
me he was just going to settle and fire and that’s 
exactly what we did. Made me nervous down the 
backside but Jose was good.”

Stall hopes it’s not the last trip to the winner’s 
circle for Evan Sing.

“He’s got one more condition here we’re going 
to try later in the meet, I’m sure,” said Stall, adding 
a stakes could also be in the future. “We’d love to 
down the road.”

Thursday –
 Continued from page 36

Dave Harmon
Peg’s A.K. Girl leads everybody home in Thursday’s fourth.

Dave Harmon
Evan Sing motors to the finish in Thursday’s seventh.
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BY JOE CLANCY
Saddled and circling the No. 4 tree in the Sarato-

ga Race Course paddock before the Honorable Miss 
Handicap Wednesday, Kimari looked like a proper 
racehorse – muscular, pensive, ready. She sported a 
ring bit, a black Flair nasal strip, a black-and-yel-
low browband. If she could talk, the 5-year-old mare 
might have asked about hurrying up post time.

Then she said hello to a 9-year-old kid. 
“She needs one pat on her nose for luck,” train-

er Wesley Ward told Henry Burke. On cue, Kimari 
lowered her nose to 9-year-old level and Henry gave 
her a good-luck pat. She went back to the walking 
ring, and he had a Saratoga memory that will last 
awhile.

Then she dismantled three rivals in the $200,000 

Honorable Miss, rallying past a stubborn Frank’s 
Rockette in the final yards to win by a half-length 
in 1:10.78 for 6 furlongs. Favorite Bella Sofia set-
tled for third, 5 3/4 lengths behind the runner-up. 

Off back-to-back graded stakes wins in New 
York, Bella Sofia was a deserving 3-5 choice in the 

small field. Frank’s Rockette finished a nose behind 
Bella Sofia in the Vagrancy in May, but hadn’t won 
since July 2021. A Grade 1 winner last May, Kimari 
came in off back-to-back losses in Kentucky. Ohio-
bred Amadevil, 7-for-8 lifetime, arrived from This-

Kid Stuff
Gentle giant Kimari 
nips Frank’s Rockette 
in Gr. 2 distaff sprint

HONORABLE MISS HANDICAP RECAP

Continued On Page 39 

Tod Marks
Kimari (left) catches Frank’s  

Rockette in the Honorable Miss.
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tledown in search of a Saratoga upset or at least a grad-
ed-stakes placing.

From post three, she outran Bella Sofia for the early 
lead as Frank’s Rockette stumbled from the inside spot. 
Amadevil led by 2 1/2 lengths through a quarter-mile in 
:22.72. Bella Sofia was comfortable in second with Frank’s 
Rockette making up the ground she spotted at the start 
along the rail. Outside everybody, Kimari loomed.

She went four wide off the turn after a half-mile in 
:45.87 and Amadevil yielded to Frank’s Rockette on the 
inside. In front straightening up, she put 2 lengths on the 
others. Bella Sofia gave way first as Kimari unwound long 
strides and found her target. The daughter of Munnings 
drew alongside with five strides to go and swept past – her 
eighth win in 15 starts for trainer Wesley Ward.

“I just thought the race set up for her today, especially 
drawing to the outside,” he said. “She would have been on 
the outside anyway because she comes from behind, but 
it just gave Joel a nice easy run down the backside with 
no opposition as far as maneuvering to get there. He was 
already there when they opened the gate. That was key.”

Owned by Ten Broeck Farm after selling for $152,000 
at Fasig-Tipton July as a yearling in 2018, Kimari won her 
debut for Ward the next year at Keeneland by 15 lengths. 
Second in the Group 2 Queen Mary at Royal Ascot next, 
she came to Saratoga and won the Bolton Landing, add-
ed the Indian Summer at Keeneland in October and was 
fourth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint. She went 
back to Ascot in 2020 and again finished second. Last 
year, she won two of three including Keeneland’s Grade 
1 Madison.

At Fasig-Tipton November last year, Coolmore’s M.V. 
Magnier spent $2.7 million to acquire Kimari, and sent 
her back to Ward for a 5-year-old campaign. Officially 
owned by Westerberg Limited, Susan Magnier, Jonathan 
Poulin, Derrick Smith and Michael Tabor, she romped 
in an allowance race at Gulfstream Park in March, then 
finished third in the Madison at Keeneland and fifth in 
the Derby City Distaff at Churchill Downs. Off since that 
May race, Kimari gave Ward confidence coming to the 
Honorable Miss despite the two losses.

“She came back and ran a big race in her comeback at 
Gulfstream,” said Ward. “Our plan was to come back in 
the Madison, which she did, and things just didn’t quite 
set up for her that day. She was up forcing the pace, on a 
track that she relished. (Tyler) Gaffalione decided to do 
that and I don’t blame him, but I think she prefers to make 
that one run like she did today. When she did run just av-
erage at Churchill, I think that’s more my fault. She came 
back a little closer than I would have liked with a big filly 
like this, and she probably went on a track she didn’t re-
ally care for at Churchill. I knew that going in and I kind 
of talked myself into it.”

Ward didn’t have to do much talking before the Honor-
able Miss, as Kimari prepped at Keeneland through June 
into July, and showed up at Saratoga in time for a 5-furlong 
breeze in 1:01.31 over the Oklahoma training track. 

“She can get kind of heavy on you, this filly, if you 
don’t be careful,” Ward said. “We kind of lean on her a 

little bit. We had her looking good coming into the race 
today as opposed to other races where she comes in look-
ing a little chunky. She’s a big filly.”

And a gentle one as Henry Burke found out.
“She’s a real sweetheart,” Ward said. “She’s been that 

way since she was a yearling. She’s not hyper or anything 
like that. I wouldn’t bring one over that’s going to do the 
wrong thing.”

Besides, maybe Kimari recognized Henry. She’d spent 
a day at his family’s Burke Equine therapy center just the 
other side of town for some time in the cold saltwater spa 
and even a session on the half-mile training track.

“She came over to go in the spa, then Wesley asked if 
I could pony her a little bit,” said veterinarian (and dad) 
Dr. Stowe Burke. “I said, ‘Sure,’ because the answer is 
always yes. That morning I felt nauseous and I never feel 
nauseous, but I just didn’t feel right. Then I ponied her 
and that went well and I felt fine. I got to thinking that 
maybe I was a little nervous.”

Aboard former Olympic level show horse Odiel, a 
Spanish Warmblood ridden competitively by Sloane 
Coles, Burke led Kimari on a couple of trotting laps of 
the track. Then she went back to the cold spa, relaxed in 
her stall, spent the night and returned to Ward’s barn at 
the track.

“She was all class, just jogged along with him, didn’t 
try to bite him or anything,” said Burke. “We just jogged 
a mile, nothing too exciting. She likes it here.”

Burke worked at Coolmore in the 1990s “mucking 
stalls and stomping divots,” so he appreciates the oppor-
tunity to work with a star from the Irish-based breeding/
racing operation.

“To have them trust you with an animal of that caliber 
is special,” he said. “We love them all, but it’s stuff like 
this that really makes it feel special.”

Same with watching your son pet a Grade 1 winner in 
the paddock at Saratoga.

“Wesley made it a very special day for all of us,” said 
Burke. “What an interesting man. It made Henry feel very 
good to be part of the team.”

Honorable Miss –
 Continued from page 38

Tod Marks
Kimari exits the winner’s circle with another graded stakes win.
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The breeder of the horse with the  
Top Performance of 2022 receives  
a FREE 2023 breeding season to  

Oscar Performance. Good luck to all. 

Clairiere. Gutsy 4-year-old filly knocked off 
rival (and fellow Curlin daughter) Malathaat.

Kimari. Ripper of a Grade 2 sprint win in the 
Honorable Miss. 

In Italian. Her Diana score was something. 
Grade 1 win, course record. Bellissimo.

Nest. Take that 3-year-old filly division. Next 
stop Alabama. Or Travers?

Just Cindy. Kentucky arrival delivered a 
masterpiece in Schuyerville. 

Mo Strike. Cox trainee served notice with 
Sanford score.

Big Invasion. Make that five in a row for 
new graded stakes winner after Quick Call.

Tarabi. The Wilson Chute gets off to a good 
start with Wilton Stakes victory.

Down Royal. The Daltons did it all with 
NY-bred Grade 1 hurdle winner.

City Man. Hard-hitting NY-bred dis-
patched tough Forbidden Apple field.
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RUNNING THROUGH SEPTEMBER 7  
• MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AT 1:45 PM
• AVERAGE PURSE DISTRIBUTION OF $625,000 PER DAY  
• DAILY PICK-5 WAGER WITH LOW 12% TAKEOUT! 
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The way owner Richard Greeley 
and trainer Mitchell Friedman see it, 
any win is a big one for the little guys.

“When we win one here we’re very 
excited,” Greeley said. “We’ve never 
had a meet where we’ve won two rac-
es at Saratoga.”

Now they have, after 3-year-old 
filly Caragate won a New York-bred 
allowance at 1 1/8 miles July 21, and 
the homebred 2-year-old colt Noble 
Huntsman took Wednesday’s third 
race on debut, a 5 1/2 mile maiden for 
New York-breds on the Mellon Turf 
Course.

“This is just spectacular,” Greeley 
said. “Almost every horse we have 
is a New York-bred horse, so we try 
to support the program. The exercise 
guy said that this horse has some get 

up and go, and he’s really big. He’s 
extremely big. His mother broke her 
maiden first time out, too. It’s very 
exciting. I hope to get a couple more 
like this, because they don’t all work 
out like this.”

Noble Huntsman, a son of Noble 
Mission out of the Colonel John mare 
My Cara Mia, went off at 7-1 and 
stalked from third early. He ran the 
leaders down and took the lead at the 
top of the stretch under Javier Castel-
lano.

“I bred the mother (My Cara Mia) 
and the half sister (My Cara Mia 
Mine) ran here this Saturday and fin-

Tod Marks
Noble Huntsman eyeballs the finish line in Wednesday’s third race.

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Double Up
First-timer Noble Huntsman 
scores for Greeley, Friedman 
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ished fourth after a nine-month lay-
off,” he said. “We’re looking forward 
to her running again … and we have 
a couple more over there that we’re 
ready to roll with.”

Friedman said a stakes could be in 
the cards for Noble Huntsman later 
on in the meet.

“Where else do you go this time 
of year?” Friedman said. “Everything 
turf. He’s like a miler. Seven-eighths 
or a mile.”

Sticking to the turf would mean 
open company is next for the New 
York-bred, with either the Aug. 19 
Skidmore Stakes at 5 1/2 furlongs or 
the Aug. 31 Grade 3 With Anticipa-
tion Stakes at 1 1/16 miles as poten-
tial options.

“Whatever Mitch says, I got to 
do,” Greeley said. “Mitch is a very 
quiet trainer, he doesn’t like all of the 
fanfare but he deserves some of it. Ac-
tually, he deserves a lot of it. That’s 
why he ran out here, he didn’t want 
to get interviewed. I said ‘I’ll do the 
talking for you.’ He doesn’t take a lot 
of credit for what he does.

“It’s up to Mitch, we sit down, ar-
gue about a few things and then we 
decide. We get in our arguments, but 
in the end we work it out. I love the 
guy.” 

– Timothy Littau

• For a first-level allowance race, 
Wednesday’s fifth race got some at-
tention as Team Valor Internation-

al’s Mooney Love ran away with his 
American debut for trainer Bill Mott. 
Bred in Ireland and raced mainly in 
Italy (with one German start), the 
4-year-old blitzed from 10 1/2 lengths 
back early to a 2 1/4-length win for 
jockey Joel Rosario.

The son of Australia won his debut 
for leading Italian owner Felice Villa’s 
Scuderia Effevi at San Siro in 2020, 
won again last September at Capan-
nelle and placed in a Group 2 in Oc-
tober. Villa died in January, and Team 
Valor’s Barry Irwin bought Mooney 
Love with an eye toward America.

“The horse had run two races on 
soft turf, and didn’t like it,” said Ir-
win of double-digit defeats in Novem-
ber and December. “He’s a beautiful 
horse and I thought he would fit in 
Saratoga.”

Irwin sent the Irish-bred to train-
er Andreas Wohler in Germany with 
specific instructions of maintaining 
allowance conditions for Saratoga. 
Wohler and Mooney Love cooperat-
ed, winning a stakes worth $14,107 
at Cologne in June. The horse’s third 
victory left room for Wednesday’s 
non-winners of $18,000 other than 
maiden, claiming starter or state-bred 
allowance slot going 1 1/2 miles on 
the inner turf. The only three-time 
winner in the field didn’t disappoint, 
rolling past Jarreau in the stretch to 
collect the $63,250 winner’s share. 

– Joe Clancy
 
• Wednesday’s first, an allowance 

hurdle going 2 1/16 miles, would have 
looked OK as a summer turf race as 

Wednesday –
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Tod Marks
Off a stakes win in Germany, Mooney Love heads for home in Wednesday’s fifth.
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seven of the nine had made starts in 
New York, Kentucky or Florida be-
fore changing careers. Upland Flats 
Racing’s Freddy Flintshire, whose flat 
career included two English losses for 
Marco Botti and seven more in Louisi-
ana and Kentucky for Brendan Walsh, 
improved to 2-for-4 over jumps with 
a 4 3/4-length win at 5-1. 

Trained by Keri Brion and ridden 
by 18-year-old Parker Hendriks, the 
4-year-old Flintshire gelding waited 
behind a slow pace before circling 
around horses off the final turn and 
drawing away. Proven Innocent, a 
winner on the turf at Belmont Park in 
September, finished second with Grey 
Giant, who saw action at Aqueduct 
in December, third. Freddy Flintshire 
made two English starts for breeder 
AJ Suited in 2020 before selling to 
Qatar Racing and sent to Walsh. Sec-
ond in April 2021, he was unplaced in 
three starts last year before being sold 
as a hurdle prospect.

Third in his debut a month after 
his final flat start last fall, he opened 

2022 with a third at Aiken in March 
and won a maiden in late April to 
take aim at Saratoga.

“Brendan Walsh’s assistant (Paul 
Madden) reached out to me last fall 
and said he had a horse he thought 
would suit jumping,” said Brion. “He 
came to me, we got him jumping in 
three weeks. We brought him back 
this spring and I knew he would be a 
Saratoga horse so we planned to get 
him here. It’s a great outlet for horses, 
and he’s a great example of it.”

Qatar Racing’s Sheikh Fahad al 
Thani made the winner’s circle after-
ward to welcome his former horse.

“It’s fantastic,” he said. “We always 
thought he could be a good horse and 
I’m very happy to be here watching 
him win – 100 percent happy for the 
horse. He’s got talent. He just needed 
a few hurdles in front of him.”

– Joe Clancy and Timothy Littau

• Backyard Money dug in to hit 
the jackpot for Hall of Fame train-
er and co-owner D. Wayne Lukas in 
the finale. Lukas won his first of the 
meet with the 3-year-old daughter of 
Midshipman, who took the 6-furlong 
maiden special weight for fillies and 
mares at 23-1.

“She was game. Game as they 
come,” winning rider Jose Ortiz said. 
“She slipped through the rail, and I 
think her first two races that she had 
to rate before which gave her the edge 
over the other horse (Liquidity Pro-
vider). The other horse was a firster 
today so sometimes when you have a 
race under the belt it’s a little better.”

Liquidity Provider, with Irad Or-
tiz Jr. aboard, dueled with Backyard 
Money from the top of the stretch to 
the wire but lost the lead just before 
the finish in the $83,000 race. Back-
yard Money, who Lukas co-owns 
with his wife Laurie, had raced twice 
before with a third and a fourth at 
Churchill Downs last November. 
Even though Lukas was not there to 
celebrate the win, it was extra mean-
ingful for Ortiz.

“The Coach is a legend,” Ortiz 
said. “I’m just happy to be riding for 
him, he gave me my first Grade 1 win 
in the Hopeful with Strong Mandate 
(in 2013). It’s nice to win for him. It 
looks like he doesn’t have as many 
quality horses as before, but he’s got 
Secret Oath. He’s not backtracking, 
he’s doing good and knows what he’s 
doing.”

– Timothy Littau

Wednesday –
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BY RICHARD ZWIRN
Every horse has a story. The Special will tell a 

bunch over the next seven weeks via this column, 
which will run periodically through the meet. They 
will mostly be mine. I hope these accounts entice 
and enthrall, as well as help readers realize what a 
remarkable animal and sport we have here. And, 
that the connection formed between us and the 
equine athlete can make our lives even more re-
warding and meaningful.

When I’m not mucking stalls, getting my toes 
stepped on, freezing my fingers, perusing race re-
sults, swatting flies, fixing fences and lifting hay 
bales, I work as a counselor at a nearby school.

Our motto for many years was “Nihil Sine 
Labore.” This being the Latin term for “Nothing 
without effort.” My work focuses on helping ad-
olescents with social/emotional issues, academic 
planning and college/career stuff. The overarching 
objectives are to help every student make good de-
cisions, let them know that they are cared about 
and allow for the development of greater self-confi-
dence. It’s been a challenging yet rewarding career.

Which leads me to a colt we foaled and raised 
here a dozen years ago.

A scrawny foal was born on a mid-May morning 
when the sky was so gray it could smother a soul. It 
took exertion from all to help pull him out from his 
momma. His legs and neck were long…but weak. 

We were constantly wiping loose manure from 
his butt and snots from his nose (not with the same 
towel). He looked more giraffe-like than a young 
colt. A slow learner, it took him awhile to figure 
out how to get up … and also to find the udder in 
order to nurse. Heck, he had difficulty just finding 
his momma. 

There were times out amongst the herd when he 
couldn’t tell which brown mare was his dam. When 
he did find her, he would drag his long legs around 

the paddock following her, hoping she would stop 
so that he could lie back down or get a quick drink 
of milk. 

When the crew would race across the sham-
rock fields, this guy could be seen lagging some 10 
lengths behind. We had to be a bit more protective 
of him than most, because he was slow to “get with 
the program.” He would cower from a rubber hose 
laying on the ground, spook from a nearby branch 
blowing in the wind and take off when a bicyclist 
sped by. His paddock mates had been munching 
on carrots for weeks before he finally figured out 
how to extract one from the hand of a visitor. He 

just needed a caring, positive and patient approach. 
And, a longer carrot.

It wasn’t always easy for him, but he never 
stopped trying.

Hence, we named him Nihil Sine Labore. His 
nickname was “Effort.”

We continued to work with him. Effort was so 
laid back. He was kind and tractable. Rather than a 
leather shank with a chain, you could have led him 
around with a piece of dental floss. Intelligence? I 
guess we realized that he kept very little in his head. 
Everything important he held in his heart. A gentle 
giant, indeed.

He came alive at mealtime. He would dive into 
his feed tub and only when every crumb had been 
devoured would he finally lift up his head for air. 
In fact, one night at dinner he was so voracious in 
his efforts that he started to get a belly ache. How 
could we tell? He looked up and took a lap around 
his stall; very uncharacteristic. He had to be loaded 
onto a trailer and driven around a rutted cornfield 
for about an hour until he was finally more com-
fortable.

We sent him to our dear friends Tim and Brenda 
Murphy in the Finger Lakes to be started up and 
trained. Tim called every week. 

“This guy can run all day.” 
“His stride length is enormous.” 
“‘Effort’ is really beginning to figure things out.” 
“He never leaves an oat.” 
“His coat is so shiny you need sunglasses to look 

at him.” 
While his workouts were on the slow side, these 

enthusiastic calls kept coming – and had us hopeful.
Effort made his 2-year-old debut in November. 

We drove out to cheer him on. I wore my lucky 
tie and gave the groom our traditional $10 across 
the board ticket for all of his hard work. Our boy 
looked good – though still narrow and lanky, like 

Nihil Sine Labore
Every Horse

Presented by the  
New York Thoroughbred Breeders
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Breeder Richard Zwirn (left) and trainer Tim Murphy flank 
Nihil Sine Labore in the winner’s circle in 2013.
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some of those gawky junior-high 
school boys I work with who have yet 
to hit their growth spurt and fill out. 
Tim said he may need one. 

He needed six. On his seventh 
chance – on my wife’s birthday – he 
broke awkwardly (no great surprise), 
started to lose ground down the back-
stretch and languished in the rear, re-
senting the kickback from the pack 
in front of him. Continuing to stare 
through my binoculars, I thought I 
saw something. He appeared to take 
a deep breath, pin his ears, lower his 
neck and swish his tail. A flicker of 
fire. Seemingly, the lightbulb finally 
went on. He started to pick up hors-
es as he went around the far turn. He 
dug down deep. 

Nothing without effort. 
At 51-1, with an apprentice jockey 

on his back who hadn’t won a race, 
this young racehorse with newfound 
courage and substance won going 
away.

Effort pranced toward us in the 

winner’s circle, ears pricked, nostrils 
flared, eyes wide – as if to show us 
that after three long years, he had fi-
nally found the inner confidence that 
we all had been trying to help him 
find. It was a moment to remember. 

I stroked his neck. He tilted his 
head just so. 

If only horses could talk.
Tim hugged everybody in sight. 

The young jock, Alex Cruz, was still 
astride wearing a smile that could 
have illuminated the entire cavernous 
grandstand above. After the photos 
were taken, I watched this gelding 
walk back to the barn, on his toes and 
head held high.

Quite frankly, we would not have 
guessed that this kind-hearted, mel-
low, slow racehorse would be the pro-
tagonist of his very own story. But, all 
things considered, he deserves it.

They all do.

Richard Zwirn, a member of the 
New York Thoroughbred Breeders, 
has been a racing fan for 50 years and 
a hands-on Thoroughbred breeder 
for the past 25 on a small farm seven 
miles from Saratoga Race Course.

Every Horse –
 Continued from page 44
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It was the summer of 1989. I was on my way to 
Saratoga for my first full season. I had been a tourist 
during the first 18 summers of my life, arriving in 
the morning in the back of an Imperatore six-horse, 
doors tied open with stirrup leathers, hanging over 
a stall screen as the sun came up. I had been on 
the backside, walking hots for Dad, holding Hamid 
in the ice tub for Hall of Famer Mikey Smithwick, 
running a lemonade stand with my sister to com-
pete with price-gouging Scotty across Fifth Ave. We 
watched races way down the apron or on the far 
turn. Secretariat got beat. Forego, too. But it was al-
ways up and back, a day or two, a tease and a taunt. 

This was my first summer. My first full summer. 
And I needed a job. I was galloping horses at Fair 
Hill and the farm for my dad. Galloping for your 
dad at a tranquil training center and the peaceful-
ness of a Chester County farm was one thing. Dad 
playing matchmaker, basing the set list on compati-
bility as much as ability. Galloping at Saratoga was 
another. 

But I didn’t know that yet.
A few weeks before the meet, Bob Witham called 

and said Mickey Preger needed an exercise rider at 
Saratoga, something about his son was off to see 
about a girl. An hour later, Tom Skiffington called 
and had a job for me. No job had quickly become 
two jobs. Preger, I barely knew. Is that the guy who 
trained Reel Easy to beat Lady’s Secret…didn’t he 
train Ambassador Of Luck? Skiffington, oh, I knew. 

An idol, three-time champion jockey who had rid-
den my dad’s best jumper and a turf trainer of the 
stars. I know which way I was leaning. And then, 
Dad continued his matchmaking. He told me I was 
working for Preger. 

Sounded good to me. I didn’t doubt Dad. Not 
yet, at least.

I arrived the first morning with stars in my eyes, 
Kroop boots shined and polished, ready to see the 
stars. Mr. Preger had 12 horses, six on each side of 
the tack room, all stars to me, in one of the barns 
in the Jimmy Jerkens row. Barn 77, maybe. Billy 
Wright was on the end, El Senor in all his glory, gray 
pony tied to the tree out front. Mr. Preger seemed to 
manage those horses, too.

On the first morning, I rode toward the Okla-
homa in a set of three. I was on the “old horse,” I 
figured he was 5. Fearless Leader was 11. Mr. Pre-
ger rode along on a rock-solid chestnut pony named 
Teddy, flicking the gnats with a red bandanna. Kha-
ki pants, button-down shirt, perfect hat pitched like 
it came first. Roger was on the other side, grinning 
and smiling, scooting and booting. Leg-long stir-
rups, loose rein, his elbows flapped like a fledgling 
duck off a pond. I scoffed, laughed. 

Then Fearless Leader ran off with me like a fire 
engine had hooked my pant leg. Then Mona Mas-
simo. Then Kemolina. Then Hardeeni. Then Bally-
noe. Then Bengali Baby. Then Sayuloveme. Then 
Dave’s Deacon. Then Lucky Heels. Then Newman. 
I could gallop one horse, Little Bad Wolf, a gray 
2-year-old filly, in the last set. She was my salvation. 
In a few days, I was at my last resort and started 
flopping like Roger. It worked, at least a little. 

Mr. Preger rolled with it, morning after morning. 
I just kept getting on Mona Massimo and Fearless 
Leader and four others every day, now he was the 
matchmaker. Fearless Leader started when he want-
ed and finished when he wanted, pulled like a train 
on the turns and loped down the straightaways. I 

knew just enough to get out of his way. He joined 
Little Bad Wolf after a week or so. Six sets of two 
with a break in between when Mr. Preger would 
“go get the papers.” I would sleep on the feedbags; 
he’d tap me on the shoulder when he returned, and 
I’d ride three more sets, clean tack and collect $255 
and change every week.

It was touch and go, every set, every morning. Mr. 
Preger never raised his voice, never inflicted doubt, 
never wavered. I actually began to think I was doing 
a good job, like I had somehow gotten away with it, 
like he somehow hadn’t noticed or didn’t care that I 
couldn’t hold my breath, much less Mona Massimo. 
Mr. Preger was old school. Patient, hands-on train-
er. Loyal owners. Sound horses. Good to his help, 
whether they could ride or not. 

Years later, Mr. Preger’s son, Mickey – who mar-
ried the girl, Ashby, and lived happily ever after – 
talked about that summer.

“My dad called me up after a couple of days and 
said, ‘Where did you get this kid? You said he was a 
jump jockey. You said he could ride. I’ve never seen 
a jump jockey who can’t ride. He can’t hold any-
thing. I put him on the easiest horses we’ve got…I 
don’t know what I’m going to do…”

Skiffington, who let’s just say was a little more 
intense than Mr. Preger, would have said it a lot 
harsher. And not to his son, but me. 

And that’s what I learned. Not that summer. But 
years later. Mr. Preger was kind to a kid who needed 
kindness, he never hinted that he was unhappy with 
the way I rode, never intimated that he didn’t have 
confidence in me. He let me breeze horses on the 
turf, on the main track, welcomed me in the pad-
dock when we had runners, introduced me to his 
owners, made me feel like part of the team. I left 
Saratoga that summer thinking I could make it in 
New York. 

A horseman. A gentleman. Thank you, Mr. Pre-
ger. I wouldn’t be here without you. 

Good Job  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
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The World’s Yearling Sale

In 2021 at Saratoga, Keeneland 
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and Yaupon
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KNICKS GO | 2021 WHITNEY S. (G1)

September Yearling Sale  
Book 1 Begins | Monday, Sept. 12  

MALATHAAT | 2021 ALABAMA S. (G1)

ECHO ZULU | 2021 SPINAWAY S. (G1)
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