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The Saratoga Special
Steeplechase Times

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Saratoga Days and other acclaimed 
products and services 

within the equine industry.

Call us about your editorial needs.

“Editorial excellence is not a goal to be 
sought and one day acquired and then 
retired to the trophy case. It is instead 
an ambition which must be pursued 
each day, never ending, never totally 

achieved. That striving, that ambition is 
an essential part of our newspapers, a 

cornerstone of what we have been, 
what we are, and what we will be.”

– Lee Hills, Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Knight Ridder chief executive, in 1974

here&there... at Saratoga

worth repeating The Special quotes from Saratoga

“It’s huge.”
Gainesway Farm’s Antony Beck about winning the Travers

“Thanks Rightly So. Thanks Rightly So.”
Trainer Tony Dutrow, after winning the Ballerina with Rightly So

“The Saratoga Especial.”
Bilingual greeting at a barn, Sunday morning

“I’m going to work for my dad and teach school.”
Holly Donk, daughter of trainer Dave Donk, when 

asked what she was going to be when she grows up

Names of the Day

All Together, first race. The steeple-
chaser, bred by Jayeff B Stable, is out 
of Unify.

Copious Notes, fifth race. This is for 
all the students out there. The 2-year-
old filly, owned by Harold Lerner, is by 
Read The Footnotes out of Vital Spark. 
If you’ve ever done a term paper, chanc-
es are you took copious notes, read the 
footnotes and you may have even used 
the vital Spark Notes.

Coupon, 10th race. The 2-year-old, co-
owned and trained by Michael Lecesse, 
is by Value Plus.

Dave Harmon

Boxed In. You have to get up close and personal when you visit the placing judges at Saratoga.

Weather
Today: Sunny and hot. High 94. 

Tonight: Fair. Low 67.

Friday: Mostly cloudy. High 84.   
Low 65.

Saturday: sun and clouds. High 
75. Low 52.

Sunday: Sun and clouds. High 68. 
Low 51.

“Working hard this week. . .”
Jockey Javier Castellano, who’s 

battling for the jockey championship, 
on a horse late Tuesday morning

“It’s a little like going down 
a water slide with no water – 
you can get burned.”

The Special’s John Panagot 
on singling early in the Pick Six
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Our graduates include: 
Vineyard Haven (Gr. l) • Zensational (Gr. l)

Bustin Stones (Gr. l) • Awesome Gem (Gr. l) 
 Macho Again (Gr. l) • Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l) 

Stately Character (Gr. I) • Toccet (Gr. l) 
Bella Bellucci (Gr. l) • Acey Deucey (Gr. l)

Moon Catcher (Gr. l) • Weekend Magic (Gr. 1)

Contact Jim Crupi
Toll Free: (866) 313-5400

Cell: (352) 427-1600

www.newcastlefarm.com

• Uncle Mo on Travers Day at Saratoga
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher

• Third Chance at Arlington Park
for Ron Magers and James Divito

• Sunday Splitsville at Saratoga
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher

• Another Silver Oak, 3rd in the Sanford at Saratoga 
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher.

• Loving Dove at Monmouth Park
for Red Oak Farm and Gregory Sacco.

• Gambline Geraldine at Belmont Park
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher.

• K.R.’s Jazz at Monmouth Park
for A Woman’s Thing and Mary Hartman.

• Saratoga Louie at Monmouth Park
for Gary Barber and Peter Miller

14 two-year-old winners in 2010

here&there... Continued from 
previous page

Just Sayin’

www.brookledge.com
Horse TransporTaTion800-523-8143

“It’s a long story. It’s a long story. Number one 
was when my father took me to see Seabiscuit-
War Admiral. I got hooked. I love the game, 
especially this place, this is the holy place.”

Trainer Leon Blusiewicz, 79, when asked how he got involved in racing
worth repeating

“Barker here.”
Trainer Eddie Barker, answering his cell phone Wednesday morning

“I remember when I first started training, Billy Burch, 
Preston Burch’s son, said, ‘You run a lot of horses at short 
prices.’ I said, ‘I wish they were all short prices, if they get 
beat, they get beat.’ They have something on that paper that 
makes them that way.”

Trainer Shug McGaughey

“Heavenly Prize was having a mediocre 3-year-old year, she 
finished third in the Test and they asked me where I was 
going to run her back and I said, the Alabama. I think they 
thought I was nuts. She won pretty easy, it made a big dif-
ference going around two turns.”

Shug McGaughey about Persistently’s second dam, champion Heavenly Prize, who 
won the Alabama by 7 lengths, three weeks after finishing a troubled third in the Test

“You fire me. You don’t fire Jerkens.”
Trainer Mitch Friedman, about Travers winning trainer Jimmy Jerkens 

Jack Clancy

Paper? Sam the Golden Retriever may be pressed into the role of emergency distributor as 
The Special is losing its paper kids to school commitments.
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Kim M. Valerio
(859) 338-9015

2045 Williams Lane
Versailles, Kentucky

40383

Thoroughbreds have 
always been my life. 

Now almost extinct in 
the show horse world, 

I must give a big thank 
you for they have 

helped me get where 
I am today.

They had heart, scope 
and talent and were all 

champions, virtually
everywhere!

Here are a few of the many.

Cape Crusader, Academy Award

Arkus, by Lil E. Tee Moonshine, by Key To The Mint

Sunday Social, by It’s Freezing

The Sports Illustrated guy wanted to know if 
the horse ran Wednesday morning and what its 
time was. 

“No, she didn’t go out today,” Tim Snyder said.
“Will she run tomorrow?”
“No, I don’t train them the day they run.”
Saratoga 2010’s most famous owner/trainer, 

Snyder runs his 3-year-old filly Lisa’s Booby Trap 
in a division of today’s $70,000 Riskaverse Stakes 
– and fields so many inquiries that he had to buy 
a second cell phone “because the other one rang 
so much I couldn’t make any calls.” SI showed 
up at the Saratoga stakes barn Wednesday, so did 
HRTV. NBC was on the way. Lisa’s Booby Trap is 
on the front page of Thursday’s Racing Form.

“I got this guy, I got this guy, I got these peo-
ple, I got NBC today, are you from the Albany 
paper?” Snyder said, sounding like he was taking 
attendance. “Every time somebody comes around, 
I end up in the paper. I’m the story of the month, 
I guess. I had a guy call me from Maryland and 
he says ‘I don’t even have a racetrack in this town 
and you’re in the paper.’ It’s fun, it’s crazy – I’m 
just a guy with a horse.”

But what a horse.
Lisa’s Booby Trap, a Florida-bred daughter of 

Drewman (heard of him?) and the Notebook mare 
Enuhway, has been given away, sold cheaply and 
otherwise overlooked most of her life. 

RISKAVERSE STAKES PREVIEW – DVISIoN 2

Maggie Kimmitt
Owner/trainer Tim Snyder and Lisa’s Booby Trap put their winning streak on the line in today’s Riskaverse Stakes.

All Lisa, All The Time Celebrity horse, 
trainer test turf 
in $70,000 mile

BY JOE CLANCY

See RiskaveRse 2 page 6
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Until she got to Finger Lakes, anyway. In May, she won her first 
start by 17 3/4 lengths in 1:10 2/5 for 6 furlongs. She backed that up 
with a 10 1/2-length romp in 1:10 1/5. Those two starts came under 
the name of Snyder’s friend and former employer John Tebbutt as 
the trainer. Racing in Snyder’s name – after he got enough money 
together for a license and insurance – she won again at Finger Lakes 
and came to Saratoga for the Loudonville Stakes Aug. 6.

She broke last, went four wide on the turn and won by 6 in 1:09 
3/5. In the New York Times that morning, Snyder and his 4-0 filly 
became public figures after the stakes score. 

“The first day, they told me I had to go on the OTB (Channel), I 
washed out, got all nervous,” he said. “I never did much like that. 
I’m getting better at it now – I ought to, don’t you think?”

Snyder has turned down several purchase offers, sticking instead 
to his plans to keep the filly – named after his late wife and a “gen-
tlemen’s club” he used to attend in Florida. Blind in one eye and 
born with a club foot, she tries the turf for the first time in a race 
today, but bounded over the surface in a 3-furlong workout in 35 
seconds Aug. 18.

“She galloped out in 47, didn’t want to get pulled up,” Snyder 
said. “It was in the back of my head to bring her here and run her 
on the turf, but I never got a chance to do that because of some rain. 
She just skipped across the (dirt) track at Finger Lakes. The track 
here is a little deeper and her action isn’t the same. On the turf the 
other day, she just flew. If she runs like that, she can win.”

Snyder knows he’s aiming high in the 1-mile Riskaverse, which 
was split into two divisions. Run as the ninth, this half includes 
Saratoga stakes winner Sea Road, Grade III stakes winner Khancord 
Kid, Italian invader Marseria and others in a field of 10. With Kent 
Desormeaux named to ride, Lisa’s Booby Trap is the 5-2 morning-
line favorite.

“You’ve got to put yourself in a position to get disappointed if 
you’re going to get anywhere,” Snyder said. “You can get beat just 
as easily as you can win. Maybe easier. And this isn’t any cheap race. 
My filly is in good form, she’s healthy, she’s fit and she’s sharp. She 
doesn’t need much training right now. I’d rather run a sharp horse 

Bet on the 
Winner!

north America’s Wagering Leader 
• Customer Service & Value • integrity • Support for Horse racing

Select the Winner 

www.AmWestentertainment.com

Tod Marks
Sea Road comes off a win in the Hattie Moseley Stakes at Saratoga.

Riskaverse 2 –
 Continued from page 4

See RiskaveRse 2 page 7
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at the Holiday Inn, Saratoga Springs, NY
July 23rd-Sept 6th • Open Daily 9-9

Demos each Friday at 10 a.m.

Artists shown in ad l-r top
Terry Lindsey, Anthony Alonzo,

Jaime Corum, Ely Fuller, Sharon Crute,
Kathie Friedenberg, Louise W. King,

Werner Rentsch, Anne Wolf, Katie Upton,
and Susan Cronin

TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY

than a knocked-out horse.”
Alex Rankin and Richard Lenihan’s 

Sea Road exits a win over the course 
and at the distance in the Hattie Mo-
seley Stakes Aug. 7. Trained by Stan 
Hough, she sports a 3-for-4 mark this 
year with all three wins at a mile. Cor-
nelio Velasquez has the ride at 6-1.

“She’s a typical Tale Of The Cat, a 
little blocky filly and a real sweetheart,” 
Hough said. “Conformation wise she’s 
made for the grass, so I always intended 
to go that way with her. She’s a little 
long in her pasterns, she’s got a little flat 
foot on her, things like that. Physically 
this is what she should be doing.”

Sea Road broke her maiden over 
a yielding turf course last November, 
then won twice at Gulfstream this year. 
Hough blamed her only poor race – a 
ninth in Monmouth Park’s Little Silver 
May 30 – on hot weather.

“Hopefully we get a little break 
in the weather, it’s been getting cool 
enough at night anyway,” Hough said. 
“We kind of sit off of it and make a little 
run so (having Lisa’s Booby Trap in the 
field) helps us. Coming out of a 6-fur-
long race, she’s probably going to be up 
close. Hopefully, there’s some honest 
pace.”

Barracks Road, third to Sea Road in 
the Hattie Moseley, came back to win a 
stakes at Woodbine Sunday.

Trainer Jimmy Toner runs Italian-
bred Marseria (6-1) for Team Valor In-
ternational. She carries a 2-for-2 record 
with wins late last year and in January 
in her home country. She arrived just 
before the Saratoga meet and has been 
going through her lessons.

“It was culture shock to her,” Ton-
er said. “She was a little nervous with 
horses coming at her, she didn’t know 
much about changing leads so we start-
ed over with her, played with her for a 
week or so then got her to the track and 
she’s improved each week, she’s taken 
everything.”

Toner watched video of her two 
starts, and was impressed – though he 
hopes for a more settled approach in 
her American debut. 

“She’s a very well-balanced, athletic 
filly, she wants to be on the keen, hyper 
side, that’s all,” Toner said. “She was 
impressive (on video), but she wants 
to be a little headstrong. We hope she 
misses the break a little bit. If we can 
get her covered up a bit, that would be 
good.”

Jose Valdivia rides the daughter of 
Marino Alonso, a leading sire in Italy 
who is somewhat notorious for be-
ing kidnapped last November only to 
be found loose some 400 miles away 
roughly six months later. He sired 2007 
Hong Kong Cup winner Ramonti.

Timothy Turner’s and Nathan Tin-
kler’s Queen Of The Creek exits an 
optional claiming win at Saratoga for 
trainer Tom Proctor. The daughter of 
Theatrical opened her season with an 
allowance score at Keeneland in April, 
finished third in the American 1,000 
Guineas at Arlington and led through-
out in her Saratoga win July 26. Julien 
Leparoux returns aboard the 5-1 shot.

Chester and Mary Broman’s Khan-
cord Kid (Rajiv Maragh, 6-1) exits 
four consecutive graded stakes starts 
for trainer John Kimmel. The daughter 
of Lemon Drop Kid won Gulfstream 

Park’s Herecomesthebride Stakes in 
March, finished fifth in the Black Eyed 
Susan on dirt and posted back-to-back 
fourths in her last two – the Grade II 
Sands Point at Belmont and the Grade 
II Lake George here.

Others in the field are Go Ask Alex 
(Freddie Lenclud, 6-1) for Kim and 
John Glenny, Ultimate Class (Javier 
Castellano, 20-1) for Smart Choice 
Stable and George Weaver, Doe Run 
(David Cohen, 8-1) for Sue Sensor 
and Will Phipps, Kittylicious (Ramon 
Dominguez, 15-1) for James Crocetto 
and Gary Sciacca and Millennia (Brian 
Hernandez, 20-1) for Vision Racing and 
Ronny Werner. Molly Molly Molly and 
Elle Special are on the also-eligible list 
with Ailalea and Kid Kate entered for 
the main track only.

Riskaverse 2 –
 Continued from page 6 Leading Trainers, 

No Markups, Professional 
Management, Serious Fun!
For more information call 
Mike McMahon 859 983 7617 
or Jamie Hill 859 983 0515, or visit 

www.mcmahonbloodstock.com
Partnership closes Sept 15, 2010
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The Special gets its coffee – and more – at Isabel’s Bistro & The Cupcake Lab. You should too. 
Ask for The Saratoga Special Salad or The Clancy egg sandwich. 

517 Broadway across from the City Center. www.thecupcakelab.com • 518-583-3144
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Keppler

Brian
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John
Shapazian
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Fitzgerald

Power

Four Schools
Lead Us Not

Riddle
Wascally Rabbit
Wildcat Stevie
All For Peace
Wall Of Worry
Healthy Debate

Lorraine In Spain
Senada

House Of Grace
Awesome Maria

English Ivy
Floating Alone

Aptphilly
Muhaawara
Dance Pass

Dyani
Derivative
Scoville
City Cool

Double Dinghy Day
Platinumplus

Lovely Promise
Doe Run

Khancord Kid
Marseria 

Bigger Is Bettor
Theresmyeverything

Coupon

Lead Us Not
Riddle

Dr. Bloomer
Halo Doctor Joe
Camillus Drive

Wascally Rabbit
Healthy Debate
Wall Of Worry
Sudden Silver

Awesome Maria
House Of Grace

Snow Top Mountain
Aptphilly

Skips Prospect
Floating Alone

Dance Pass
Dyani

Sweet Tune
Technique

It’s Truly Ahvee
High Plains

Platinumplus
No Rhyme Or Reason
Double Dinghy Day
Lisa’s Booby Trap

Doe Run
Sea Road

Theresmyeverything
Coupon

Rudy Rudy Rudy

Lead Us Not
Fisher Entry
Dr. Bloomer

Wascally Rabbit
Rules Of Civility

Ward Entry
Sudden Silver

First Flute
Healthy Debate
House of Grace
Awesome Maria

Snow Top Mountain
Aptphilly

Floating Alone
English Ivy
Sweet Tune
Dance Pass

Emerald Beech
Technique
Plainview
Modest

Platinumplus
Lovely Promise

P Js Lil Toni
Queen of the Creek

Khancord Kid
Go Ask Alex

Theresmyeverything
Coupon

Freud’s Debut

Lead Us Not
Riddle

Fisher Entry
Ward Entry

Camillus Drive
Wascally Rabbit
Healthy Debate
Wall of Worry
Sudden Silver

Awesome Maria
House of Grace

Snow Top Mountain
English Ivy
Aptphilly

Skips Prospect
Dance Pass

Dyani
Muhaawara

Modest
It’s Truly Ahvee

High Plains
Platinumplus

Lovely Promise
Double Dinghy Day
Lisa’s Booby Trap

Go Ask Alex
Queen of the Creek

Theresmyeverything
Local Legacy

Mazara Del Vallo

All Together
Riddle

Lead Us Not
Wascally Rabbit
Halo Doctor Joe 

All For Peace
Healthy Debate
Wall of Worry
Sudden Silver

Snow Top Mountain
Awesome Maria

Senada 
Floating Alone
Skips Prospect

Aptphilly
Dance Pass

Dyani
Muhaawara

Scoville
Modest

Technique
Platinumplus

Shehashighhopes
Lovely Promise

Queen of the Creek
Lisa’s Booby Trap

Marseria
Theresmyeverything

Coupon
Mazara Del Vallo
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CALL 856.778.9511

westpointtb.com

This advertisement is for informational purposes 
only and is not an offer to sell securities.

SINCE 2007
6 GRADE 1 WINNERS

20 GRADED 
STAKES WINS

207 WINS
OVER $13 MILLION 

IN PURSES

To learn more, 
or to meet with us
here at Saratoga, 

contact West Point 
Thoroughbreds today.

WE HELP 
DREAMS 

RACE 
FORWARD.

For trip details and to reserve your space, call 
George Wagner, 1-800-368-0872  or visit our 
website www.horseracingtripsworldwide.com

Royal Ascot (June)
L’Arc de Triomphe (Sep-Oct) 
Cheltenham (March)
Dubai (March)
Aintree (April)

Thursday, September 2. Post Time 1 p.m. Entries with program number, 
post position, jockey, trainer, and morning-line odds.

1ST (1:00) 2 3/8 MILES (HuRDLE) 4&uP ALLOW/OPT CLM ($30,000) 
PuRSE: $53,000
1  8 All Together ...............Aizpuru X ............. Fisher Jack ..............6-1
1A 10 Straight to It ..............Dowling W ........... Fisher Jack ..............6-1
2  1 Dr. Bloomer ...............Nagle D ................ Fogarty Desmond ....4-1
3  2 Four Schools (IRE) ....McCarron M O ..... Valentine Richard ..20-1
4  3 Lead Us Not ..............Crowley B ............. Sheppard Jonathan .5-2
5  4 Moon Dolly (GB) .......Petty J .................. Voss Thomas H .......7-2
6  5 Saluda Sam ...............Rafter C ................ McKenna Katherine... 15-1
7  6 Easy Red ...................Young P J............. Voss Thomas H .....10-1
8  7 Riddle ........................Hodsdon D ........... Phipps William ........5-1
9  9 Indy Run ...................Mackenzie R ......... Oare Ernest M .......20-1
A-Coupled: All Together and Straight to It
Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (1-3), Daily Double
 
2nD (1:35) 6 FuRLOnGS 2YO MDn CLM ($35,000) PuRSE: $25,000
1  3 Halo Doctor Joe ........Solis A .................. Ward Wesley A ........7-2
1A 7 Joes Blazing Aaron ....Santiago V ............ Ward Wesley A ........7-2
2  1 Great Recession ........Lenclud F ............. Wolferseder John M .20-1
3  2 Camillus Drive ...........Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda ...............5-1
4  4 Rules of Civility .........Leparoux J R ........ McPeek Kenneth G ..6-1
5  5 Wildcat Stevie ...........Lezcano J ............. Barbara Robert ........5-1
6  6 Trippi’s Tiger ..............Velasquez C .......... Hough Stanley M .....6-1
7  8 All for Peace ..............Ramos H G ........... Assimakopoulos C .10-1
8  9 Wascally Rabbit .........Luzzi M J .............. Contessa Gary C ......4-1
9  10 Goodnight Brad .........Bermudez J E ....... Gullo Gary P ..........15-1
A-Coupled: Halo Doctor Joe and Joes Blazing Aaron
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pick 3 Races (2-4), Pick 4 Races (2-5)  
Daily Double
 
3RD (2:08) 6 FuRLOnGS F&M 3&uP CLAIMInG ($10,000)
PuRSE: $20,000
1  1 Lorraine in Spain .......Velasquez C .......... Hough Stanley M .....8-1
2  2 Zippy Larry ................Hill C .................... Parisella John ........10-1
3  3 Sudden Silver ............Velazquez J R ....... Gullo Gary P ............5-1
4  4 Essex Ferry ................Coa E M ............... Lerman Roy S .........6-1
5  5 Every Little Thing ......Castellano J J ....... Contessa Gary C ......6-1
6  6 Healthy Debate ..........Cohen D ............... Brown Bruce R ........5-2
7  7 Wall of Worry ............Dominguez R A .... Rodriguez Rudy R ...3-1
8  8 First Flute ..................Lenclud F ............. Jerkens H Allen .....15-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (3-5), Daily Double
 
4TH (2:41) RISkAvERSE S. 1 MILE (InnER TuRF) FILLIES 3YO
PuRSE: $70,000
1  2 Senada ......................Castellano J J ....... Tagg Barclay  ...........4-1
1A MTO Bahama Bound ..........Castellano J J ....... Tagg Barclay ............4-1
2  1 Sparky’s Dream .........Leparoux J R ........ McPeek Kenneth ...12-1
3  3 House of Grace ..........Dominguez R A .... bin Suroor Saeed ....5-1
4  4 Dattt Echo .................Lezcano J ............. Hennig Mark ..........30-1
5  5 Awesome Maria .........Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......3-1
6  6 In Te Domine .............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............8-1
7  7 Shirley She Can .........Borel C H .............. Zito Nicholas P ......20-1
8  8 Tidal Pool ..................Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....10-1
9  9 Snow Top Mountain ..Gomez G K ........... Proctor Thomas F ....7-2
10  10 Silver La Belle ............Bridgmohan S X ... Stewart Dallas .......12-1
11  AE Neenie’s House ..........Coa E M ............... Weaver George ........8-1
12  MTO Shine Upon ...............Maragh R ............. Jerkens James A .....6-1
A-Coupled: Senada and Bahama Bound
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (4-6), Daily Double
 
5TH (3:15) 1 1/16 MILES (TuRF) nY BRED FILLIES 2YO MAIDEn 
PuRSE: $41,000
1  1 Floating Alone ...........Gomez G K ........... Bush Thomas M ......3-1
2  2 Skips Prospect ..........Velazquez J R ....... Rice Linda ...............5-1
3  3 English Ivy .................Maragh R ............. Tagg Barclay ............6-1
4  4 No Angel ...................Hill C .................... Pugh Peter D .........20-1
5  5 Aptphilly ....................Castellano J J ....... Jerkens James A .....5-2
6  6 There Goes Molly ......Lenclud F ............. O’Brien Leo ...........20-1
7  7 Katester .....................Chavez J F ............ Ferraro James W ...20-1
8  8 Adriatic Pearls ...........Santiago V ............ Donk David ............20-1
9  9 Copious Notes ...........Cohen D ............... Contessa Gary C ....12-1
10  10 Feels Good ................Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda ...............6-1
11  MTO Ginger Snapit ............Velazquez J R ....... Pletcher Todd A .......6-5
12  MTO Dainty Daisy ..............Lezcano A ............ Hayden Dan ...........12-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (5-7), Pick 6 Races (5-10)  
Daily Double

6TH (3:49) 1 3/8 MILES (InnER TuRF) F&M 3&uP ALLOW/OC ($35,000) 
PuRSE: $53,000
1  3 Lost At Dawn .............Solis A .................. Lewis Lisa L ..........20-1
1A MTO Suzanne ....................Solis A .................. Lewis Lisa L ..........20-1
2  1 Emerald Beech ..........Castellano J J ....... Sheppard Jonathan .8-1
3  2 Dyani .........................Leparoux J R ........ Kenneally Eddie .......5-1
4  4 Sweet Tune ................Dominguez R A .... Motion H Graham ....4-1
5  5 Fancy Fiona ...............Lenclud F ............. Glenney John ..........8-1
6  6 Pearly Blue ................Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ........12-1
7  7 Muhaawara ................Velazquez J R ....... McLaughlin Kiaran ..4-1
8  8 Dance Pass (IRE) ......Gomez G K ........... Clement Christophe .2-1
9  MTO Gold Collection ..........Lenclud F ............. Mott William I ..........9-5
A-Coupled: Lost At Dawn and Suzanne
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (6-8), Grand Slam Races (6-9)  
Daily Double

7TH (4:23) 5 1/2 FuRLOnGS 2YO MAIDEn PuRSE: $50,000
1  1 It’s Truly Ahvee ..........Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda ...............5-1
2  2 Above the Drama .......Lenclud F ............. Zito Nicholas P ......12-1
3  3 High Plains ................Velazquez J R ....... Sheppard Jonathan .8-1
4  4 Modest ......................Garcia Alan ........... McLaughlin Kiaran ..3-1
5  5 Plainview ...................Leparoux J R ........ Wilkes Ian R ..........15-1
6  6 Scoville ......................Gomez G K ........... Clement Christophe .8-1
7  7 Cane Garden Bay .......Castellano J J ....... Arnold George R II ..6-1
8  8 Derivative ..................Maragh R ............. Lukas D Wayne .....15-1
9  9 Technique ..................Prado E S ............. Motion H Graham ....6-1
10  10 City Cool ....................Bridgmohan S X ... Asmussen Steven ....6-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (7-9), Pick 4 Races (7-10)  
Daily Double

8TH (4:57) 1 1/16 MILES (TuRF) F&M 3&uP CLAIMInG ($20,000) | 
PuRSE: $34,000
1  1 Lovely Promise .........Maragh R ............. Schettino Dominick A .....6-1
2  2 Lady Durlyn ...............Borel C H .............. Nicks Ralph E ..........6-1
3  3 Platinumplus .............Dominguez R A .... Tagg Barclay ............8-5
4  4 Mesa Girl ...................Samyn J L ............ Ortiz Paulino O ......20-1
5  5 Shehashighhopes ......Desormeaux K J ... DiPrima Gregory .....6-1
6  6 Double Dinghy Day ....Velazquez J R ....... Alexander Frank A ...5-1
7  7 No Rhyme Or Reason Castellano J J ....... Imperio Joseph .......6-1
8  8 P Js Lil Toni ...............McManigell K ....... Smith Ernest L ......10-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Pick 3 Races (8-10), Daily Double
 
9TH (5:31) RISkAvERSE S. 1 MILE (InnER TuRF) FILLIES 3YO 
PuRSE: $70,000
1  1 Go Ask Alex ...............Lenclud F ............. Glenney John ..........6-1
2  2 Lisa’s Booby Trap ......Desormeaux K J ... Snyder Timothy .......5-2
3  3 Ultimate Class ...........Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ......20-1
4  4 Sea Road ...................Velasquez C .......... Hough Stanley M .....6-1
5  5 Khancord Kid .............Maragh R ............. Kimmel John C ........6-1
6  6 Doe Run ....................Cohen D ............... Phipps William ........8-1
7  7 Queen of the Creek ....Leparoux J R ........ Proctor Thomas F ....5-1
8  8 Kittylicious ................Dominguez R A .... Sciacca Gary .........15-1
9  9 Marseria (ITY) ...........Valdivia J Jr.......... Toner James J .........8-1
10  10 Millennia ....................Hernandez B J Jr .. Werner Ronny .......20-1
11  AE Molly Molly Molly ......Castellano J J ....... Weaver George ......30-1
12  AE Elle Special ................Mena M ................ Guillot Eric .............30-1
13  MTO Ailalea ........................Mena M ................ Pletcher Todd A .......9-2
14  MTO Kid Kate .....................Lezcano J ............. Brown Chad C .........7-2
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10), Daily Double
 
10TH (6:04) 1 1/16 MILES (TuRF) nY BRED 2YO MAIDEn 
PuRSE: $41,000
1  1 Mazara Del Vallo ........Desormeaux K J ... Mott William I ..........8-1
2  2 Freud’s Debut ............Hill C .................... Hennig Mark ............8-1
3  3 Theresmyeverything ..Dominguez R A .... Rice Linda ...............2-1
4  4 Cousin Frankie ...........Chavez J F ............ Phipps William ......15-1
5  5 Rudy Rudy Rudy .......Velasquez C .......... Rodriguez Rudy R ...6-1
6  6 Local Legacy .............Garcia Alan ........... Rice Linda ...............5-1
7  7 Warrior From Above ..Prado E S ............. Ubillo Rodrigo A ....12-1
8  8 Bigger Is Bettor .........Velazquez J R ....... Ubillo Rodrigo A ....10-1
9  9 Card Up His Sleeve ....Studart M ............. Coffey Marialice .....30-1
10  10 Coupon......................Leparoux J R ........ Lecesse Michael ......6-1
11  AE Haya’s Boy .................Espinoza J L ......... Aquilino Joseph .....15-1
12  MTO Street Game ..............Garcia Alan ........... Serpe Philip M .........5-1
13  MTO Mr Ames ...................Velazquez J R ....... Schosberg Richard ..6-1
Exacta, Trifecta, Super (.10) 

 thursday’s Saratoga entrieS

Sallee Horse vans 
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RISKAVERSE STAKES PREVIEW - DIVISIoN I

No matter that it is her first start in 
10 months, with a resume that includes 
a Grade II victory and a narrow runner-
up finish in the Grade I Frizette, Awe-
some Maria stands out in the first divi-
sion of today’s Riskaverse.

A full field of 3-year-old fillies goes 
to the gate for the 1-mile, $70,000 race 
on the inner turf – the fourth race on 
the program. While the second division 
features Lisa’s Booby Trap, the unbeat-
en, one-eyed newsmaker, this group has 
some strong players, led by Awesome 
Maria, now trained by Todd Pletcher; 
Tidal Pool, who has three graded plac-
ings during a stakes-heavy career; and 
House Of Grace, third in the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf last year.

“The race goes through Todd’s filly 
if she runs near those numbers she did 
on the dirt, she’ll probably draw off and 
win, said Godolphin’s Rick Mettee, who 
will saddle House Of Grace.

Awesome Maria was trained by Stan 
Hough last year when she ran second 
by a half-length in her debut at Sara-
toga, then broke her maiden by 8 1/4 
lengths, won the Matron and was sec-
ond to current stablemate Devil May 

Connie Bush
Awesome Maria makes her 2010 debut and first start for trainer Todd Pletcher in the first division of the Riskaverse.

Awesome Enough Grade II winner 
turns to turf 

for 2010 debut
BY MIKE KANE

See RiskaveRse 1 page 11
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Care in the Frizette. Unraced since, she 
was transferred to Pletcher and returns 
to competition on a new surface against 
an experienced group.

“We’re kind of looking for the ideal 
spot to bring her back and felt like the 
Victory Ride was too short,” Pletcher 
said. “We worked her on the grass and 
she seemed to respond real well. We 
wanted to run her in a race with a little 
bit of distance to it and thought that this 
made sense to get her campaign started 
this year.”

John Velazquez rides the daughter of 
Maria’s Mon as the 3-1 morning-line 
favorite.

“This is not a cupcake race, by any 
means,” Pletcher said. “It will be a good 
barometer on how she handles the grass 
and how she runs in here will sort deter-
mine what we do moving forward.”

The competition includes 7-2 sec-
ond choice Snow Top Mountain, a per-
fect 6-for-6 in the exacta who won the 
Grade III Arlington Oaks by disqualifi-
cation July 3 and was beaten a neck in 
the Hattie Moseley here Aug. 7; stakes-
placed Dattt Echo, trained by Mark 
Hennig; Silver La Belle, third in the 
Serena’s Song at Monmouth in her last 
race; Sparky’s Dream, trained by Kenny 
McPeek; Lael Stable’s Senada, who gets 
blinkers and is 4-1 for trainer Barclay 
Tagg; and New York Stallion Stakes 
winner In Te Domine.

Westrock Stable’s Tidal Pool, trained 
by D. Wayne Lukas, was second in the 
Grade II Fantasy, third in the Grade I 
Kentucky Oaks and third in the Grade 
II Black Eyed Susan. She was off the 
board in her last two races, Grade I tries 
in the Acorn and the Test.

“It’s a good spot for her,” Lukas 
said, noting that she has only one start 
on grass. “There was nothing else in the 
book and I thought we’d give her a try.”

Lukas said the Riskaverse will give 
him a read on the extent of his filly’s 
versatility.

“She’s doing well. If she likes it, I 
think she’s competitive,” he said. “That 
will be the key, whether she takes to it 
or not.”

House Of Grace broke her maiden on 

grass at Saratoga last summer and won 
the off-the-turf  Jessamine at Keenel-
and for McPeek before heading to the 
Breeders’ Cup. She was subsequently 
purchased by Godolphin and is handled 
by Mettee, the U.S. assistant to trainer 
Saeed bin Suroor.

The Limehouse filly was third in her 
comeback race July 1 at Belmont then 
was eighth, 3 lengths back, in the Grade 
II Lake George here July 28.

“She was actually bought to go to 
England,” Mettee said.  “She went to 
Dubai this winter and really didn’t show 
much over in Dubai and Saeed wasn’t 
happy with her. He didn’t want to take 
her to England said, ‘why don’t you just 
take her back to the States, she’s had 
success there.’ You can see from the 
works that she’s trained OK, not great. 
She doesn’t train like anything special. 
Her races have really been kind of the 
way she’s trained. They’ve been OK, not 
great. This is her third race back. She 
should be plenty fit.”

For years EQB has maintained the highest 
graded stakes percentage success rates in the 
industry. Two champions in last two years, and 

nine grade ones wins last year alone.

CHECK US OUT!    www.EQB.com

ESKENDEREYA
INFORMED DECISION

FOREVER TOGETHER
GENERAL QUARTERS • ZENSATIONAL

MADCAP ESCAPADE • J BE K

SOUL WARRIOR • HULL • Z FORTUNE

SOK SOK • LADY TALK • MAIMONIDES

SHERINE • SAADA • ZEE ZEE

SUCCESSFUL APPEAL • HALO NAJIB

MUSHKA • EATON’S GIFT • RILEY TUCKER

MONARCHOS • CATINCA 

THUNDER GULCH • ALYSWEEP • SLIVER WAGON

PARLAY • BLISSFUL STATE • BIEN NICOLE 

TIME BANDIT • TROPICOOL • BETTER THAN HONOUR 

UNBRIDLED HOPE • VALID EXPECTATIONS • FABULOUSLY FAST

WITH ANTICIPATION • SMOK’N FROLIC

SCATMANDU • WINDRUSH • STATESMANSHIP • HIDDEN LAKE 

TWIST AFLEET • SILVER TREE • CROWD PLEASER 

COUNTRY ONLY • BOWMAN’S BAND • YES IT’S TRUE 

HOOK AND LADDER • FLAT FLEET FEET

For over a quarter century, EQB has been at the forefront of major scientific advances in the 
understanding of the equine athlete. Our unique blend of good old-fashioned horsemanship, hard 
work, experienced market savvy, and a pioneering technological superiority, including cardio and 

slow-motion gait analysis, has helped us supply a steady stream of lucrative winners to our clients.

Agents & Consultants

Solid Horsemanship, Market Savvy, Superior TechnologyTM

For equine evaluation, consultation, and buying 
services at auction, contact Patti Miller or Jeff Seder 
at 1-800-223-7014 or visit www.EQB.com

Connie Bush
Trained by Tom Proctor, Snow Top Mountain 
has finished first or second in all six starts.

Riskaverse 1 –
 Continued from page 10

Antiquarian Booksellers
Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

Fine books and old prints 
bought and sold. 

Appraisals, collections and 
entire libraries purchased. 

John J. DeMarco and Janice R. DeMarco
7-9 Phila Street • Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518-584-8779  •  518-584-6815 (fax) • lballad@nycap.rr.com  

Like The Special?
Support our advertisers or become one
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For trip details and reservations, visit our website or call George Wagner, 1-800-368-0872
www.horseracingtripsworldwide.com

Organized and escorted by a British point-to-point trainer and member of a prominent jump 
racing family... A unique, one-of-a-kind trip customized for the Jump Racing enthusiast. 

SPACE IS LIMITED :: RESERVE EARLY

Cheltenham 
Festival

Jump Racing Fans — Treat yourself 
to the ultimate trip!

The Cheltenham experience 
is like no other.

For trip details and reservations, visit our website or call George Wagner, 

Organized and escorted by a British point-to-point trainer and member of a prominent jump Organized and escorted by a British point-to-point trainer and member of a prominent jump 

Cheltenham 
Festival 2011
 March 11 - 19, 2011
• Experience the exhilarating roar of 60,000 

punters as the tape rises to start the 2011 
Cheltenham Festival.

• Be front and centre at Cheltenham’s opening day 
and closing Gold Cup Day with prime seating and 
hospitality.

• Go racing at Taunton Racecourse, England’s 
youngest National Hunt racecourse and one of the 
most beautifully located in the country.

• Be part of Imperial Cup Day at Sandown Park, 
one of Britain’s most loved and revered venues.

• Stay in the heart of British jump racing country at 
the Queen’s Arms Hotel, East Garston, Lambourn.

• Dine at country inns noted for their fi ne food, real 
ales, and racing reputation.

• Visit top trainers’ yards and gallops.
• Combine all this with guest tipsters and speakers 

to beat the British bookies, and you’re in 
horseplayers’ heaven.

Cheltenham Cheltenham Cheltenham 
Festival

Jump Racing Fans — Treat yourself 
to the ultimate trip!

The Cheltenham experience 
is like no other.is like no other.

The Cheltenham experience 
is like no other.

The Cheltenham experience 

Two weeks ago, Will Phipps leaned into a reporter’s 
golfcart and asked if he knew anything about the P.G. 
Johnson Stakes Sept. 2. The trainer had a decision to 
make: enter in a maiden turf or wait and enter in the 
2-year-old turf stakes. 

Phipps had already heard about a bomber from 
his former boss Bill Mott’s stable who was going in 
the maiden. Phipps wanted to wait and roll the dice. 
Anybody could tell that. By the end of the conversa-
tion, Phipps was right back where he wanted to be the 
whole time – take a shot and go in the stakes. 

He waited. Entered. And got the money.
Wednesday, Kinsman’s Stable’s Fancy Point backed 

up her trainer’s confidence with a front-running vic-
tory in the $70,000 stakes. Javier Castellano allowed 
the daughter of Point Given to stroll on the lead and 
she never looked threatened, winning by 1 1/2 lengths 

over late-closing Kathmanblu and Pleine Forme. Mak-
ing her second career start, Fancy Point finished the 
mile and a sixteenth in 1:42.78. 

Fancy Point broke well and was part of the leading 
group of seven for the early strides. 

By the time the eight-horse field hit the wire the first 
time, Fancy Point had tugged Castellano to the lead. 
He sat as still as he could, trying to coax her through 
the early stages. Fancy Point went the first quarter in 

23.67 seconds as fourth choice Pleine Forme tracked 
in second with Lauren Byrd outside in third and Avan-
ta tucked on the inside in fourth. 

Fancy Point completed the half in 48.29, and had 
3 lengths on the field. Ramon Dominguez and Pleine 
Forme challenged on the turn but Fancy Point cut the 
corner and spurted away to another 3-length lead. Us-
ing her powerful long stride, Fancy Point skipped to 

A Good
Point

Tod Marks
Fancy Point (4) stays clear in the stretch while outrunning Pleine Forme (2) and kathmanblu.

Phipps maiden rolls
to runaway turf tally

BY sEAN CLANCY

P.G. JoHNSoN STAKES RECAP

See Johnson page 14 



13Thursday, September 2, 2010



14 Thursday, September 2, 2010

the wire to win easily over rallying long-
shot Kathmanblu. 

Castellano didn’t plan on being in 
front.

“It just happened, first time on the 
turf, you never know. She was on her 
toes, as soon as she broke, she was gone, 
just don’t fight her, let her get her stride, 
she played all the way around and then 
focused and stretched them out,” Cas-
tellano said. “I was very impressed. She 
acted very classy. She’s still learning, she 
doesn’t have to be in front. She wanted 
to go to the lead because she has a lot 
of speed and she’s fresh, but watching 
her ears, she doesn’t want to be in front, 
she wanted a lead. She went a half in 
48, if you asked me I would have said 
50 seconds, that’s how it felt, she does 
it so easily.”

Phipps has been saying that all along. 
He took his first two horses for Kins-
man Stable in May. It didn’t take long 
for Fancy Point to stick out from the 
crowd. Training at Saratoga all year, 
she outworked her first mates, then 
stepped up and outworked better ones. 
She breezed well on the dirt, but Phipps 
was always thinking turf.  

Fancy Point made her career debut 
Aug. 1, finishing fourth in a 6-furlong 
dirt maiden. She was beaten 4 1/2 
lengths by Abide and then came back to 
breeze a bullet half-mile in 48 1/5 sec-
onds over the Oklahoma, then went an 
easy five-eighths and then popped an-
other bullet half-mile in 48 1/5. 

“You wonder when you go in this 

race with a maiden but she’s as good 
as I’ve ever known. Well, in my shed-
row. Put it this way, she would be in 
the first five stalls in (Mott’s) barn, she’s 
good and she just gets better and bet-
ter,” Phipps said. “You never know how 
good they’re going to be until they do 
this but she gave us enough confidence 
to enter in a race like this.”

Phipps came to Saratoga with his 
most powerful stable. With 18 stalls 
filled with quality horses, Phipps was 
ready for a big meet. He went winless 
in his first 17 starts and was thinking 
he might have to rely on hurdle horse 
Riddle to bail him out in Thursday’s 
jump race. 

“It’s been frustrating. We came up 
here with some promising horses and 
we had a bunch of early injuries, a 
lot of good horses, this one had a P-1 
chip, this one had a little bone bruis-
ing,” Phipps said. “All of a sudden, we 
looked and we have eight horses and 18 
stalls, we started picking up the phone 
and they started coming, just to fill the 
stalls. Arch (Kingsley) sent some horses, 
the jumper came up. It’s deep water up 
here.  It’s Saratoga.”

Phipps learned under Mott for sever-
al years and considers the Hall of Famer 
a mentor. It’s a short walk from Barn 71 
to Barn 80 on the Oklahoma side. 

“Serious conversations? More than 
a few,” Phipps said. “His advice is al-
ways the same, he puts it back on you, 
he gives you that long deep stare like, 
‘Didn’t you learn enough over here?’ It’s 
your time to make those decisions, it’s 
your canvas, paint it the way you want 
to.”

Fancy Point made a nice brush.

Graded StakeS GraduateS Who reCeIVed 
earLY traINING at SCaNLoN traINING CeNter:

•  Afleet Alex  •  Artax  •  Bernardini  •  Circle Of Life  •  Celtic Melody  •  Dunkirk  
•  Ice Box  • Lion Heart  •  Master David  •  Seattle Fitz  •  Sarava  

•  Songandaprayer  •  Songster  •  Stevie Wonderboy  •  Texas Glitter  
•  Unbridled’s Song  •  Whoopi Cat  •  Whywhywhy  •  Zavata  

S Robert Scanlon
Training Center

David Scanlon
P.O. Box 599 Williston, FL 32696

P: (352) 528-2329 
F: (352) 528-2218

Dave Harmon

We make 
the grade.

Johnson –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Will Phipps (left) and Javier Castellano congratulate each other on a job well done.

Sallee Horse vans 
1-800-967-VANS • (772) 260-2586
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170 South Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Conveniently located just steps away from the Saratoga Race 
Course, Saratoga Performing Arts Center and downtown Saratoga.

Great selection, service and prices to suit every budget!
Ample free parking and curbside carryout.

Cheers!
Jeff & Patty Novo, 

Owners

Saratoga’s BEST BET 
for wine & spirits!

Open 7 days a week • Monday-Saturday 9am-10pm, Sunday Noon-8pm.

Call 518-306-6781 or visit
www.crushandcask.com

Large selection of LOCAL and artisanal 
spirits! Special requests always welcome 

and delivery options are available for 
your convenience.

For the first time since his maiden 
victory more than two years ago, 
also at Saratoga Race Course, Re-

gal Ransom found himself running in 
something other than a graded stakes. 
Sort of.

The 4-year-old son of Distorted Hu-
mor was the headliner in a star-stud-
ded field assembled for Wednesday’s 
fourth race, a $62,000 allowance/op-
tional claimer at 9 furlongs on the main 
track.    

“It was like a Grade III, really,” said 
Rick Mettee, New York-based assistant 
for Godolphin Stable, which owns Re-
gal Ransom. 

Besides the Group and Grade II 
winner, the field also included 10-time 
winner Cool Coal Man, graded stakes 

winners Atoned and Bad Action, as well 
as Discreet Treasure, a half-brother to 
King’s Bishop winner Discreetly Mine, 
and Timber Reserve, third to Blame 
in the Grade III William D. Schaefer 
Handicap in May. Grade III winner Gi-
ant Moon was an early scratch.

Following an alert break, Regal 
Ransom, favored at 4-5, was hustled 
to the lead by jockey Alan Garcia and 
stayed there through moderate fractions 
of 24.73 and 48.33 seconds. He was 
tracked every step by Cool Coal Man, 
a runaway winner of the Albert The 
Great Stakes here last summer, trained 
by Nick Zito for Robert LaPenta.

“It helped getting away with those 
fractions, but still that’s a good horse,” 
Mettee said. “He’s run back-to-back 

100 Beyers and bolted up here in a simi-
lar race last year. Cool Coal Man is a 
good horse, and he tested him.”

Regal Ransom was up to the task. 
Cool Coal Man pulled within a length 
in midstretch to mount his challenge, 

but Regal Ransom turned him back and 
sprinted clear by 3 1/4 lengths.

“It was good to see him win again,” 
Mettee said. “He had his ears pricked 
coming out of the gate, and I thought 

Payday
Regal Ransom prevails over 

Cool Coal Man in classy allowance

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

BY PHIL JANACK

Tod Marks

Regal Ransom glides home with a win in Wednesday’s fourth, an allowance/optional claimer.

See wednesday page 18 
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770 
www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

Donna Freyer
PO Box 2254, Camden, SC 29020
803-425-4848 • Fax 803-713-1382
803-243-4848 Mobile
803-713-8776 Stable
djfreyer@bellsouth.net
www.customcareequine.com

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales

Congratulations Mary Sullivan and 
Tom Bush for Get Stormy’s second 
Graded Stakes win at Saratoga.

G
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Tod Marks

1 2

4 Regal Ransom 5 Peat Bay 6

7 Power Dreams 9 10 slick Wheelie

Wednesday’s saratoga Winners • Photos by dave harmon

salsa BulletRamsgate 3 Flourish

Devilish Due

Crowned General
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Wednesday, September 01, 2010 

1ST 6 FuRLOnGS 3 & uP CLAIMInG ($12,500) PuRSE: $26,000
3 Ramsgate Lezcano J 6.90 3.30 2.50
5 King Andrew Bermudez J E  4.00 3.10
7 Motown Shuffle Castellano J J   4.60
Time 1:09.91
Trainer: Brown Chad C - Owner: Khaled Saud bin
Ch. g. 7 by Runaway Groom - Sha Hearah by Dehere
Breeder: Palides Investments N V
$2   Exacta  (3-5)  Paid $30.80
$2   Trifecta  (3-5-7)  Paid $152.50

2nD 6 FuRLOnGS 2 YO MAIDEn CLAIMInG ($35,000) PuRSE: $25,000
7 Salsa Bullet Gomez G K 21.00 7.80 4.60
1A Ready and Good Castellano J J  3.80 2.60
4 Mama Get Even Maragh R   3.10
Time 1:12.89
Trainer: Benzel Seth - Owner: Commonwealth Stable
B. f. 2 by Omega Code - Luricon by Lure - Breeder: Harold Plumley
$2   Exacta  (7-1)  Paid $84.50
$2   Quinella  (1-7)  Paid $30.00
$2   Trifecta  (7-1-4)  Paid $269.00
$2   Daily Double  (3-7)  Paid $124.00  Daily Double  Pool $188,775

3RD 1 3/16 MILES (TuRF) 3 & uP MAIDEn PuRSE: $51,000
2 Flourish Desormeaux K J 4.60 2.70 2.30
1 Up in Lights Borel C H  3.40 3.00
6 Sing My Song Cohen D   4.80
Time 1:54.80
Trainer: Mott William I - Owner: Juddmonte Farms, Inc.
Ch. f. 3 by Distorted Humor - Viviana by Nureyev. 
Breeder: Juddmonte Farm
$2   Exacta  (2-1)  Paid $19.20
$2   Trifecta  (2-1-6)  Paid $108.50
$2   Pick 3  (3-7-2)  3 Correct Paid $406.50  Pick 3  Pool $97,025
$2   Daily Double  (7-2)  Paid $62.00  Daily Double  Pool $60,808

4TH 1 1/8 MILES 3 & uP ALLOWAnCE OPTIOnAL CLAIMInG ($100,000) 
PuRSE: $62,000
6 Regal Ransom Garcia Alan 3.60 2.50 2.30
5 Cool Coal Man Leparoux J R  2.70 2.40
1 Atoned Gomez G K   4.10
Time 1:49.33
Trainer: bin Suroor Saeed - Owner: Godolphin Racing LLC
Dk. b. or br. c.4 by Distorted Humor - Kelli’s Ransom by Red Ransom
Breeder: Daimond A Racing Corporation
$2   Exacta  (6-5)  Paid $8.10
$2   Quinella  (5-6)  Paid $5.20
$2   Trifecta  (6-5-1)  Paid $45.80
$2   Pick 3  (7-2-6)  3 Correct Paid $174.50  Pick 3  Pool $57,054
$2   Daily Double  (2-6)  Paid $9.80  Daily Double  Pool $75,785

5TH 1 MILE (InnER TuRF) 3 & uP MAIDEn CLAIMInG ($25,000) 
PuRSE: $23,000
5 Peat Bay Velazquez J R 4.80 3.40 2.60
4 Stroke Dominguez R A  8.10 5.70
6 Unique Tune Coa E M   5.80
Time 1:35.87
Trainer: Benzel Seth - Owner: Melnyk Racing Stables, Inc.
B. c. 3 by Smoke Glacken - Coverly by Saint Ballado
Breeder: Eugene Melnyk
$2   Exacta  (5-4)  Paid $35.80
$2   Trifecta  (5-4-6)  Paid $253.00
$2   Pick 3 (2-6-5)  3 Correct Paid $23.20  Pick 3  Pool $105,190
$2   Pick 4 (7-2/5/8/9-3/6-5) 4 Correct Paid $501.00 Pick 4 Pool $178,467
$2   Daily Double  (6-5)  Paid $9.30  Daily Double  Pool $61,163

6TH 6 FuRLOnGS 3 & uP CLAIMInG ($12,500) PuRSE: $21,000
2 Devilish Due Coa E M 8.60 4.60 3.90
7 End of the Gulch Rohena J M  18.60 8.60
4 Mel’s Gold Lenclud F   9.50
Time 1:11.27
Trainer: Brown Bruce - Owner: White Horse Stables & Mannarino, Anthony
Dk. b. or br. g.4 by Devil His Due - Leaha by Dynaformer
Breeder: Johnny O Bell, Merrill Scherer & Dan Lynch
$2   Exacta  (2-7)  Paid $196.00 $2   Trifecta  (2-7-4)  Paid $1,553.00
$2   Pick 3  (6-5-2)  3 Correct Paid $41.80  Pick 3  Pool $70,809
$2   Daily Double  (5-2)  Paid $25.20  Daily Double  Pool $61,927
$2   Superfecta  (2-7-4-6)  Paid $8,086.00

7TH 1 1/16 MILES (TuRF) 2 YO MAIDEn SPECIAL WEIGHT PuRSE: $41,000
5 Power Dreams Cohen D 10.60 5.80 3.50
3 Knock Quietly Desormeaux K J  12.60 6.50
6 Precious Metal Castellano J J   3.00
Time 1:43.68
Trainer: Badgett William Jr - Owner: Pegasus Dream Stable
B. c. 2 by Powerscourt (GB) - Ascended Dreams by Thunder Gulch
Breeder: Pegasus Dream Stable
$2   Exacta  (5-3)  Paid $160.00 $2   Trifecta  (5-3-6)  Paid $557.00
$2   Daily Double  (2-5)  Paid $51.50  Daily Double  Pool $66,366
$2   Pick 3  (5-2-5)  3 Correct Paid $113.50  Pick 3  Pool $80,019
$2   Superfecta  (5-3-6-1)  Paid $1,677.00

8TH P. G. JOHnSOn STAkES 1 1/16 MILES (InnER TuRF) 2 YO FILLIES 
PuRSE: $70,000
4 Fancy Point Castellano J J 9.70 5.50 4.60
7 Kathmanblu Desormeaux K J  14.00 9.10
2 Pleine Forme Dominguez R A   5.10
Time 1:42.78
Trainer: Phipps William - Owner: Kinsman Stable
Ch. f. 2 by Point Given - Fancy Clancy by Rahy - Breeder: Kinsman Farm
$2   Exacta  (4-7)  Paid $139.00 $2   Trifecta  (4-7-2)  Paid $694.00
$2   Pick 3  (2-5-4)  3 Correct Paid $420.50  Pick 3  Pool $84,573
$2   Daily Double  (5-4)  Paid $60.00  Daily Double  Pool $79,673
$2   Superfecta  (4-7-2-6)  Paid $2,838.00

9TH 5 1/2 FuRLOnGS (TuRF) 3&uP CLM ($25,000) PuRSE: $36,000
4 Crowned General Mena M 21.40 9.70 7.40
9 Rocketing Returns Velasquez C  7.80 6.50
1 Kingsdale Ocean (IRE) Castellano J J   9.10
Time 1:01.93
Trainer: Romans Dale - Owner: Heiligbrodt Racing & Blue Devil Racing Stable
B. h. 5 by General Royal - Pretty City by Carson City
Breeder: Palides Investments N V
$2   Exacta  (4-9)  Paid $184.50 $2   Trifecta  (4-9-1)  Paid $2,129.00
$2   Grand Slam  (2,4,7-3,5,6-2,4,7-4)  Paid $495.00
$2   Pick 3  (5-4-4)  3 Correct Paid $1,544.00  Pick 3  Pool $78,197
$2   Daily Double  (4-4)  Paid $147.50  Daily Double  Pool $91,539
$2   Superfecta  (4-9-1-10)  Paid $9,346.00

10TH RACE 1 1/16 MILES (InnER TuRF) 3& uP CLAIMInG ($20,000) 
PuRSE: $36,000
10 Slick Wheelie Castellano J J 16.80 7.40 4.90
3 Cinder Cone Coa E M  8.70 6.20
2 Sharps Island Hill C   6.20
Time 1:42.85
Trainer: Brown Bruce R - Owner: Epona Racing Stable
Dk. b. or br. g. 5 by Wheelaway - Made for Eachother by Housebuster
Bred by William Hettinger
$2   Exacta  (10-3)  Paid $157.00 $2   Trifecta  (10-3-2)  Paid $1,635.00
$2   Superfecta  (10-3-2-8)  Paid $14,735.00
$2   Daily Double  (4-10)  Paid $258.50  Daily Double  Pool $201,567
$2   Pick 3  (4-4-10)  3 Correct Paid $2,008.00  Pick 3  Pool $167,739
$2   Pick 4  (5-4-4-10)  4 Correct Paid $14,708.00  Pick 4  Pool $404,375
$2   Pick 6  (5-2-5-4-4-10)  5 Correct Paid $983.00  Pick 6  Pool 
$2   Pick 6  (5-2-5-4-4-10)  6 Correct $377,883.00  Pick 6  Pool $1,925,069

Saratoga Attendance: 8,941  Mutuel Pool: $1,539,103
ITW Mutuel Pool: $3,009,256  ISW Mutuel Pool: $8,144,742

866-329-2WIN
  www.sovereignstable.com 

In Saratoga all summer

Contact Matt Gatsas 
(603-321-6852) 

or Rich Cristiano 
(914-439-5636)

info@sovereignstable.com

Memories 
for a 

lifetime

Racing Partnerships

Custom Gifts
A winner, 
the day

or occasion
remembered.

To order, call 
Lizi Ruch

 310-823-6518
Griffin Cup 2009

www.artfullyequestrian.com

Sallee Horse vans 

1-800-967-VANS
ss

(772) 260-2586

  Wednesday’s reSultS
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Join a winning team
Kathy McKenna 

Racing
610-470-0636

Quiet approval wins at saratoga  
to continue a 21% strike rate in 2010.

Photo by Tod Marks

“Saddle up and enjoy the  
ride with Susan Richards. 

You’ll love it.”  
— Rita Mae Brown  

Three elegant tales filled with 
horses as complicated and spirited 
as their human counterparts, these 
are inspiring stories of courage and 

hope and the ways in which all 
love — even a horse’s —  
has the power to heal.

he just relaxed a lot better than he did first time out. 
He’s a fast little horse and [the jockey] is always going 
to take a little bit of a hold, but it worked out pretty 
good.”

Wednesday’s race was the second for Regal Ran-
som this year, following the Grade II Suburban July 
3, where he set the pace before fading to fourth of 
seven behind Haynesfield. Prior to that, Regal Ransom 
hadn’t run since finishing eighth of 12 in the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic.

“He’s been in some really tough races,” Mettee said. 
“His comeback spot we thought was a good place to 
run, but he needed the race. Today he was able to get 
in a small field without a lot of pace, which was good, 
because he’s been in some tough races against some 
really good horses.”

Regal Ransom had been considered for Saturday’s 
Grade I Forego, which includes Godolphin runners Gi-
rolamo and Vineyard Haven. Off Wednesday’s effort, 
he will be pointed to the Grade II Kelso Breeders’ Cup 
Handicap at Belmont Park Oct. 3, which was moved 
to the main track this year.

“If Girolamo’s allowance had filled, we might have 
run this horse in the Forego. We didn’t want to run 
three in that race,” Mettee said. “The Kelso will come 
up a good race on the dirt this year, so that’ll be a good 
test for him.”

Cool Coal Man was a decisive second, 11 3/4 
lengths ahead of Atoned, who finished a neck in front 
of Discreet Treasure, with Bad Action another head 
back.

Timber Reserve was pulled up in the backstretch 
nearing the far turn, was vanned off the track and later 
euthanized after suffering an injury to his right front 
leg. It was the second race-day fatality of the meet; on 
Aug. 2, Gold Vendetta was put down with a right knee 
fracture after running in the sixth race.

Owned by Philip J. Solondz and Circle E Racing 

and trained by John Kimmel, Timber Reserve won five 
of 20 lifetime starts and $772,197 in purses.

• Wednesday’s opener was all about confidence, for 
the horse and his rider.

Jockey Jose Lezcano has had only seven wins at the 
meet – with 22 seconds and 28 thirds. Two of his vic-
tories have come with Ramsgate, in nearly identical 
fashion: sit off the pace, sweep around the field and 
pick off horses down the lane.

“I thought he had the style that fit the best, and 
Jose rode the best,” trainer Chad Brown said. A geld-
ed 7-year-old son of 1982 Travers winner Runaway 
Groom, Ramsgate ran 6 furlongs in 1:09.91, winning 
by 4 1/4 lengths.

“It was a real nice ride,” Brown said. “He was 
patient. In a 6-furlong race, a lot of riders would get 

impatient when they fall that 
far behind, but he knew what 
he had, so he rode with a lot 
of confidence. Yeah, it’s a 
cheaper race, but you know 
what? He did it the right way. 
[Lezcano] has had a lot of 
bad luck this meet, more so 
than bad rides. I’m hoping 
his luck changes, because I’ve 
got plenty of horses for him. I 
think he’s one of the best rid-
ers in the room.”

Brown dropped the Saud 
bin Khaled-owned Ramsgate 
in for a $12,500 tag com-
ing out of his win Aug. 11, 
for $16,000. The chestnut is 
now 2-for-2 at Saratoga, and 
7-for-20 in his career.

“I know it’s a cheap race, 
but I loved the setup,” Brown 
said. “I just put him where he 
belongs. He’s a $12,500 horse 
at this stage of his career, so 
we entered him.”

• At some point, trainer Seth Benzel is likely to try 
Salsa Bullet on grass. For now, though, he plans to 
keep her on the dirt.

Making her race debut in Wednesday’s second, the 
juvenile daughter of Omega Code, a $2,800 Ocala 
yearling purchase last August, ran down favored Ready 
And Good in the final sixteenth to win the 6-furlong 
maiden sprint by 1 3/4 lengths.

“The only question I had is, I didn’t know if I was 
leading over a turf horse, to tell you the truth,” Benzel 
said. Owned by Commonwealth Stable, Salsa Bullet is 
out of the Lure mare Luricon.

“If you look at her breeding, her mare ran on the 
turf a little and is by Lure, but by the way she had been 
working in the morning, I knew she deserved a shot on 

See wednesday page 19 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 15

Tod Marks
Ramsgate (left) draws away in Wednesday’s opener as Subtitles (right) gets bumped by Bril-
liant Son. 
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Reservations:                         .com or call Mike Stone at 518-584-4030

“BRINGING YOU THE BEST” Come Dance With Us - Never A Cover

THE BUZZ IS BACK

168 Lincoln Ave  |  Saratoga Springs
A tradition for 80 years! 

Performances start 30 min after the last race

Saturday, September 4

LEGENDS OF 
WOODSTOCK
Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young, Jefferson 
Airplane, Janis Joplin and The Doors

Thursday, 
September 2

SOLID SMOKE

Friday, 
September 3
songs of ELVIS
Winner of Siro’s Entertainer of the Year

2002, 16.1 hands. Clean, sound. Has won on flat, over hurdles 
and over chase fences on ground ranging from firm to heavy. 

From the same source as Your Sum Man, winner of the 
$250,000 Grand National on his first American run. 

Please email kacp@eircom.net 
or telephone 011 353 872 565266

Get Your Irish Up!
Decoy Daddy

With classy Irish steeplechase horse Decoy Daddy

Irish owner looking for an American partner 
to race in the United States this fall.

the dirt. She’s such a good-headed filly. 
She does everything the right way, very 
classy.”

Salsa Bullet continued Benzel’s break-
through meet, giving him his seventh 
winner in 24 starts, with three seconds 
and two thirds.

“This meet kind of highlights the 
2-year-olds, and it’s good to have win-
ners up here when it comes to the 2-year-
olds, because you know you have some-
thing for the future,” Benzel said. “This 
filly I’m sure will improve on this and, 
hopefully, go up from here.”

As an added bonus, Benzel beat his 
old boss, Todd Pletcher, who trains 
Ready And Good. Entering Wednesday, 
Pletcher had run 34 horses in 2-year-old 
races at the meet, and won with 15.

“Obviously, we were a part of it a 
while ago, and we know what a great 
job he does,” Benzel said. “It’s an honor 
to be dueling with him down the stretch 
and, obviously, even more satisfying 
to get the nod on at least one of them. 
We’re not going to beat him up too bad, 
but it’s nice to get the one.”

Benzel came back to win Wednes-
day’s fifth race with 7-to-5 favorite Peat 
Bay, a 3-year-old Smoke Glacken colt 
owned by Eugene Melnyk.

• Favored at 6-5, Flourish held off 
Up In Lights to win Wednesday’s third 
race for maidens going 1 3/16 miles on 
the turf by a neck, ending trainer Bill 
Mott’s win drought.

Mott had gone 0-for-21 with three 
seconds and three thirds since Codetta 
dead-heated for first with Prize Catch in 
the eighth race Aug. 15.

In her previous start, her first since 
last fall and being transferred to Mott 
from the barn of late Hall of Famer Bob-
by Frankel, the Juddmonte Farm home-
bred was second, beaten a length, in a 
mile-and-a-sixteenth maiden grass race 
at Saratoga on Opening Day, July 23.

• The third time was the charm for 
Devilish Due.

Running in his third race at the meet, 
the 3-year-old Devil His Due gelding, 
trained by Bruce Brown for Anthony 
Mannarino and White Horse Stables, 
outsprinted longshot End Of The Gulch 
to the wire in the 6-furlong conditioned 
claimer.

“He’s been running good and he’s 
been running hard, but that’s the thing 
up here. You never know who’s going 
to be in what race,” Brown said. “You 
need some luck. A lot of times horses 
react a lot up here, but he’s run consis-
tently each time; there’s just been bet-
ter horses in the races. Today was his 
day.”

Third and second in his previous two 
tries this summer, Devilish Due was a 
model of composure while being sad-
dled and warming up, which Brown felt 
was a factor.

“He relaxed more than last time,” he 
said. “Last time in the paddock he was 
pretty bad, but today he was very good, 
which kind of worried me, because I 
thought he ran good last time. I was 
like, ‘Maybe he’s sick or something.’ 
Even in the post parade, [jockey Eibar] 

Coa said that he was very quiet. I guess 
that’s a good thing.”

Bred in Louisiana by John Bell Sr., 
Merrill Scherer and Dan Lynch, Dev-
ilish Due has four wins in 14 lifetime 
starts, 10 of them coming this year.

• Nearly 14 months since his last 
race, Slick Wheelie returned with a vic-
tory in Wednesday’s finale, giving Bruce 
Brown his second winner of the day.

The 5-year-old Wheelaway gelding 
owned by Epona Racing Stable injured 
both front legs after winning a 7-fur-
long allowance on the grass at Belmont 
Park July 10, 2009.

“They did stem cells on both his front 
legs and, knock on wood, he reacted 
well to it,” Brown said. “He needed a 
long recovery, but he came back great. 
We’ve breezed him every time on the 
grass up here, and he’s just loved it. 
He’s done very well since we brought 
him back, and they did a great job on 
the farm with him.”

Ridden by Javier Castellano, Slick 
Wheelie ran 1 1/16 miles on the inner 
turf course in 1:42.85. After making his 
first 15 starts on dirt, winning twice; he 
is now 2-for-2 since the switch to turf.

“We ran him a bunch of times on the 
dirt, but we always thought in the back 
of our minds that he would move up on 
the grass,” Brown said. “You think that 
a lot, but it doesn’t always come true. In 
his case, it has.”

• When Mine That Bird returns in 
Saturday’s Grade I Woodward, he’ll 
have a new rider.

Rajiv Maragh will replace Calvin 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 18

See wednesday page 20 

Saratoga Leaders
Through Wednesday
Jockeys

Javier Castellano  49
John Velazquez 49
Ramon Dominguez 38
Julien Leparoux 25
Alan Garcia 21
Garrett Gomez 18
Kent Desormeaux 16
Rajiv Maragh 15
Edgar Prado 14
Cornelio Velasquez 14
Eibar Coa 10
David Cohen 8

Trainers

Todd Pletcher 30
Linda Rice 18
Chad Brown 16
Bill Mott 10
Ken McPeek 10
Rick Dutrow 9
George Weaver 9
Seth Benzel 8
Bruce Levine 7
Rick Violette 7
Michael Maker 7
Dominic Galluscio  6
Rudy Rodriguez 6
Kiaran McLaughlin 6
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Borel on the 4-year-old Birdstone gelding, winless in 
seven starts since his 50-to-1 upset of the 2009 Ken-
tucky Derby.

“I feel privileged to ride a horse that’s won the 
Kentucky Derby, America’s biggest race,” Maragh 
said. “To have a horse of that caliber going into this 
race is a great opportunity for me as a young jockey. 
Hopefully, I can follow through and make us all look 
good.”

After consulting with owners Mark Allen and Dr. 
Leonard Blach, trainer D. Wayne Lukas told Maragh 
of the decision Wednesday morning. Maragh, 25, has 
been aboard Mine That Bird for each of his last two 
works (with blinkers for the first time).

“I’ve had a chance to work him twice and he’s 
finishing up his works exceptionally fast,” Maragh 
said. “He’s felt great. He’s had a great turn of foot 
in the morning and seems pretty focused, if that’s 
what he’s been trying to accomplish, get a little ag-
gression in him. He’s been on his toes, bouncing and 
seems very happy. He’s almost like a 2-year-old, he’s 
feeling so fresh. I really expect a big, top effort from 
him.”

Mine That Bird ran non-threatening fifth in the 
Grade I Whitney on Aug. 7. Only seven were en-
tered for the 1 1/8-mile Woodward, putting Maragh 

in the race with the likes of Javier Castellano, John 
Velazquez, Kent Desormeaux and former meet cham-
pion Alan Garcia.

“I really appreciate the opportunity I’m having, be-
cause I’ve always wanted to ride this horse,” Maragh 
said. “I’ve seen him run a bunch of times on TV in 
big races and I’ve seen him in person, and I’ve always 

thought highly of him. For them to reach out to me in 
such a deep colony shows a lot of respect. I don’t want 
to disappoint them.”

• Wednesday’s crowd of 8,941 was the smallest of 
the meet, and the first time the attendance was under 
five figures since 7,734 showed up Aug. 31, 2005.

Custom Gifts
A winner, the day

or occasion
remembered.

To order, 
call Lizi Ruch
 310-823-6518Griffin Cup 2009

www.artfullyequestrian.com

Joan Porter Jannaman        615-822-3124 

www.lakehillstudio.com 
Fine  
Equine 

Art 

(203)263-2735 SHOP  •  www.sportingantiquesct.com

French 
19th C. bronze 

by A. Guiet 
inscribed ll deep brown 

patina 10 1/2” h

Sporting Antiques 
                   celebrating the horse and dog

For veterinarians, dealers & catalogs
Call: 800-786-6633

www.icehorse.net

Equine cold therapy 
options for tendons, 

knees, ankles, 
hocks, hooves, etc.

Preventative/Therapeutic

Best Bet!
Email Kathy Rubin

kathyrubin@st-publishing.com

Make your 
business a

today in...

King 
Construction

www.kingbarns.com
1-888-354-4740

Builder of Premier Equestrian Facilities

~ Setting the standard for 30 years ~

P.O. Box 398 • Elmont, N.Y. 11003
Tel: 516-697-1045 • Belmont Park 516-775-2754

Chris Brown
Equine Services LTD

I DO TEETH!

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 19

Dave Harmon
Slick Wheelie (10) pulls away to win the last and complete a double for trainer Bruce Brown.
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Best Bets in town!
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Open 7 nights a week 
5:30 p.m. - Whenever

Now Offering Outside Dining

Restaurant & Bar

American • French • Italian • Global Comfort Foods 
Reservations Accepted • Private Chef Table Available

26 Henry Street, Saratoga Springs • 518-587-9463

BEVERAGE
CENTERS

Montecristo
Romeo y Julieta

H. Upmann
Por Larranaga

TRY
ONE 

TODAY.

West Ave., Saratoga 584-1160 • Maple Ave. (Rt. 9), Wilton 587-2476
• Quaker Rd., Queensbury 793-5159

Great selection of Premium Cigars
10% off Altadis Boxes

www.minoguesbeverage.com
Surgeon General Warning:
Cigar Smoking Can Cause Lung 
Cancer and Heart Disease. VISA MC DIS AMEX

THE PERFECT FOURSOME.

Only
$5

Saratoga's Premier Handicapping Sheet
Available every day at the track

On the OTB Network, Wed. & Sun @ 10:30 AM
Top guests and key information. 

trackfacts@gmail.com

On Exhibit at the Equidae Gallery
Saratoga Holiday Inn • July 25–Sept 6

www.BethParcellEvans.com  •  609-466-2573

Make your business a “Best Bet” for the meet • E-mail Kathy Rubin at kathyrubin@st-publishing.com

Isabel’s Bistro
Long Alley

and

BRING THIS AD IN FOR A SPECIAL DEAL!

Cupcakes, Cakes, Muffins
all baked from scratch!

BEST COFFEE IN SARATOGA!

Polished Casual Dining
BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY!

518-583-3144 • www.thecupcakelab.comFree Wifi • Free parking

In the heart of Saratoga 
across from the City Center

517 Broadway, Saratoga Springs
(in the Roohan Realty Building)

72 Railroad Place   •   1.877.587.5219   •   sanctuarysaratoga.com

Spoil Yourself Beautiful
Full Medi-spa services

Massage

Facials 

mani/Pedi

Botox® 

Bedrooms with Private 
Baths Available

SCHRADE 
HOUSE

108 Nelson Avenue, Saratoga Springs
(518) 587-2132 • Cell: (518) 879-7078 • www.spa.net/schrade

Steps from the Track!
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The morning.
The golfcart tour starts later every morning. The pa-

pers seem heavier with every bundle. Two days off only 
makes it more toilsome. Jane Motion and Holly Donk 
melt into the passenger seat; as school approaches the 
kids get more lethargic with each day. I pity them after 
spending a summer at Saratoga – at large one minute, 
lock down the next. 

A dark bay comes out of the darkness, Ramon 
Dominguez perches still as a park statue. We hope it’s 
an unraced maiden only we know about; then we see 
Rick Dutrow peering at the Hopeful winner. Boys Of 
Tosconova streaks out of sight. 

Marseria, due to make her Stateside debut in the 
Riskaverse, walks like she’s afraid of breaking a heel, 
she’s elegant and stylish. Jimmy Toner explains how the 
Italian-bred has adapted to Saratoga since arriving two 
days before the meet. 

Kate Harris and Jeff Ott introduce me to Bea Strauss 
who’s been coming to Saratoga for 46 years. She pulls out 
a lawn chair and sits in front of the Morning Line Kitchen 
to watch horses train. The retired nurse lives in Brooklyn 
and comes to Saratoga every summer, rents a condo in 
Ballston Spa and writes hand-written letters when she’s 
compelled. Saratoga speaks to all generations. 

The afternoon. 
My old college roommate Paul Wasserman and his 

son Nolan, 5, arrive for a day trip. Paul helped us start 

saratoga hit
by Sean Clancy

cupofcoffee
The Special; nobody worked harder and we always 
said when we make it big, we’ll write him a big check. 
I don’t think he’s waiting on it. At least we can provide 
a Saratoga jaunt. 

We go to the backside to meet horses. Lucky, You 
And I Forever, Texas, Bon Bon and Get Stormy – now 
that’s a collection. Nolan likes Get Stormy’s pink nose. 
Nolan is thinking about petting Rick Violette’s pony, 
Texas, until his father decides to feed him a mint and 
drops it in the dirt as the horse pulls within a foot of his 
hand. City slicker. 

The air is thick. Stale. Tom Bush’s blacksmith shoes 
You And I Forever for Saturday’s Forego. Nolan asks 
for a shoe and we pick up an old hind shoe from the 
shedrow. He’s impressed, clutching it like a prize. 

The field for the second loads into the gate and in a 
clang, they’re at full speed and fading in the distance. 
The Thoroughbred’s first stride still amazes me. Nolan’s 
eyes are wide after the rush of motion. 

We venture to the front side and catch the stretch call 
for the third. Paul mocks my exuberance when Flourish 
wins “mythical” money. We drink two large lemonades 
and look at the horses for the fourth. We heckle our 
friends; Garrett Gomez laughs, Javier Castellano shakes 
his head, the rest ride out of the paddock like we’re sim-
ply railbirds. Maybe we are. We watch the heady allow-
ance race at the corner of the paddock chute and race-
track. Godolphin’s Bob Chapman and Henry Spiller 
nervously await Regal Ransom. Henry smokes a ciga-
rette, Chapman paces, Regal Ransom gallops. Timber 
Reserve doesn’t come back, I think of Castellano’s smile 
just minutes before. 

Todd Pletcher and Tristan Barry pick up the mail, 
they walk out with cardboard boxes. Pletcher carries 
one. Barry carries two. Paying his dues.

Paul, Nolan and I head to the car. 
“Dad, the next time we go to a horse show, maybe 

Robert and I can race our horse shoes.”
Robert is his brother. Paul tucks the horse shoe into the 

pouch on the door for safe keeping. Nolan climbs in his 
carseat, then climbs out and reaches for his horse shoe.

I reluctantly put on a coat and tie and walk in the 
paddock for the stakes. Will Phipps touted me on Fancy 
Point weeks ago. He’s dead on the money as the maid-
en becomes a stakes winner with a front-running skip 
around the inner turf. Javier Castellano wins another 
and sighs, “Still one back, Sean. Still one back.” 

Miguel Mena powers Crowned General though on 
the hedge to win the ninth. The kid is best when he’s on 
a horse; hopefully he can keep his life together to reap 
the rewards of such natural talent. 

Castellano rides out of the paddock for the last and 
tells me this is the one who ties it up. I ignore him and 
play $1 trifecta boxes without Slick Wheelie. Castellano 
wins another and returns with a smile. “Tied up, Sean. 
Tied up. Need to go home tonight and handicap, see 
who’s going to win tomorrow.” 

The boys are putting on a show. I head home, loos-
ening my tie, walking through the paddock and around 
the bend toward the Reading Room. 

“Man, you must be hot in that jacket,” a fan says. 
“Yes I am.”
“Want a hit?” he offers me a drag. 
“Nah, I’ve got more work to do.”
“Man, you been working all day. Take a hit,” he says 

through a cough.
“Nah, I’m OK. I’ve got work to do.”
“Work? I took the day off, came in with 300 bucks, 

drank and ate all day, walking out with $340. What a 
place.”
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Available at the National Museum of Racing and other fine retailers

embracetherace.com • 518-580-4500

H E A D W E A R  /  W O M E N  /  M E N  /  K I D S  /  A C C E S S O R I E S

The Passion of
Horse Racing™

It’s your passion – make it official!

Embrace The Race® is the brand that embodies the thrill, 
allure and style that is horse racing



Muscle Fortifier™

Complete Muscular System Support
Exclusive formula for horses with high  
performance demands. 
Muscle Fortifier™ supports:
  - Rapid Muscle Recovery
  - Normal Lactic Acid Levels
  - Proper Ionic Balance and Body Fluid Levels
  - Proper Muscle Contraction

New 

Finally, A Comprehensive Approach to Muscle Health

Vita Flex Nutrition
1302-B Lew Ross Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501
For more information, product details and study results, call 1-800-848-2359 or visit our web site at vita-flex.com.
©2008 VitaFlex Nutrition      08-0112


