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Watch for Andromeda’s Hero’s first NY crop of 2 YOs this year.
Standing at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, NY

From his half-brother ANDROMEDA’S HERO

Good Luck to STAY THIRSTY in the  
$1 Million Travers Stakes (G1)!

here&there... at Saratoga

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga

Connie Bush
Timeless. In a photo from 2011 or 1911, a horse walks at the Oklahoma Annex this week.

“Would you like to saddle one, Joe? I’ll make sure you get the crazy one.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, who ran four, to The Special’s  
Joe Clancy (who declined) before Thursday’s Turf Writers

“He’s very thrifty with his words.”
Steeplechase fan George Mahoney, on trainer Tom Voss

“I’ve got to be the only owner in history to lose a Grade I winner on the flat 
(General Quarters) by claim and a Grade I winner over jumps by claim.”

Owner Ken Ramsey, former owner of Thursday’s  
New York Turf Writers Cup winner Mabou

“One of the best parts about them is if they mess up, they’ll dog cuss them-
selves. Sometimes I have to warn my owners.”
Trainer David Donk, on jockeys John Velazquez and Ramon Dominguez

“As long as you’re not doing it with rent money . . .”
Advice from a handicapper, on getting split in an exacta

“That’s what they call Country Salsa.”
NYRA’s Bow White on the music at Chico’s Shoeshine Stand, 

which had a Nashville flavor Thursday morning

“No program mooching allowed.”
Sign stuck to a tree next to trainer Merrill Scherer’s barn

“I don’t think that would be good for business.”
Jock’s agent Doc Danner, on the blond David Lee Roth 

wig worn by Freddie Lenclud at the jockey karaoke night

“I was very nervous at the end, screaming my head off, then it was a thrill.”
Trainer Rodrigo Ubillo, when asked if it was a thrill to win the Albany

“Trying to keep Saratoga beautiful.”
Gary Sciacca, while shoveling dirt around his barn 

“Must be the earthquake.”
Colleen Cummings, while watching Sciacca do physical labor

 “Read it cover to cover already.”
Roger Horgan, when asked if he needed a paper early Thursday morning

“The days are getting shorter.”
Trainer Jimmy Baker, first thing Thursday morning

“Every day, it’s a little darker.”
Trainer Scott Everett, first thing Thursday morning
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here&there... Continued from 
previous page  GS Wins GS Wnrs Stk Wins Stk Wnrs

Team Valor International 5 4 10 8
Starlight 3 1 4 2
Peachtree 3 1 4 2
Blinkers On 2 1 2 1
Dogwood 2 1 2 1
West Point 1 1 2 2
Thoroughbred Legends 1 1 1 1
Class Racing – – 7 4
Fantasy Lane – – 2 1
Pinnacle Racing – – 2 1
Centennial – – 1 1
Majestic Stable – – 1 1
Bongo – – – –
Elite Racing – – – –
Funky Monkey Stable – – – –
IEAH – – – –
Parting Glass – – – –
Pewter – – – –
Sackatoga Stable – – – –
Sovereign – – – –
Starview – – – –
Team Stallion – – – –
Team Victory – – – –
Three Chimneys – – – –
Victory Thoroughbreds – – – –
Source: TVI statistician Kathleen Jones, from reports from Bloodstock Journal and TDN. Stats are current through 
July 29, 2011 at 1 p.m. ET

Public Syndicate Groups - Stakes Stats for 2011

(888) 283-4731teamvalor.com

WHEN YOU FIND THE FORMULA FOR SUCCESS®,

251 W. Loudon Avenue
Lexington, Kentucky 40508

(859) 255-7602 • (800) 753-4255
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

hallwayfeeds.com

(they did.)

 ZENYATTA HORSE OF THE YEAR

 LOOKIN AT LUCKY MALE CHAMPION 3-YEAR-OLD

 BLAME BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC WINNER

 UNRIVALED BELLE BREEDERS’ CUP LADIES CLASSIC WINNER

 SHARED ACCOUNT EMIRATES AIRLINE BC FILLY & MARE TURF
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PLUM PRETTY
KENTUCKY OAKS WINNER

ANIMAL KINGDOM
KENTUCKY DERBY WINNER

Calmafterthestorm, first race. Three-year-old filly is Broken Vow out of Storm Front.

Show Time, fifth race. Just sounds good. 

Ballyclough, fifth race. Named after a village in County Cork in Ireland. Ask owner Peter Callahan if 
that’s his hometown. 

1: Yankees hat on a trash can at the rec. center Thursday morning

11: Charging golf carts in the grandstand Thursday morning.

On a pallet in the clubhouse Thursday morning

1: Box of red sweet peppers (25 pounds). 

1: Box of green sweet peppers (25 pounds).

3: Bags of red potatoes (50 pounds each).

4: Boxes of “Fresh Seafood;” lobsters, mussels, clams or oysters (no checkmarks).

Today: Partly cloudy. High, 82. Low, 60.
Travers Day: Mostly cloudy. High, 80. Low, 66. 
Sunday: Rain. High, 69. Low, 61. 
Monday: Few showers. High, 71. Low, 55.

WEATHER

Just sayin’

www.brookledge.com
Horse TransporTaTion800-523-8143

“He debated putting the horse in because 
it was way over our head. What’s the 

difference, i’ve got so many.”

– Owner Chester Broman after Rodrigo Ubillo pulled off 
a stunner in the Albany with Bigger Is Bettor

NAMES OF THE DAY

BY THE NUMBERS

Connie Bush
Aging Gracefully. A Nelson Avenue barn stands the test of time.
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Considering Ownership? 
Meet Us At Saratoga.

You can own fractions of horses 
with our partnerships that can compete 

at the highest levels. 
Enjoy an exclusive experience 
inside Thoroughbred racing.

Attend our ownership overview any Saturday morning 
of the Saratoga meet at 9:00 a.m. at the track.  

Register or go to the 2nd floor clubhouse box A63.

CALL 518.669.3179     wESTpOinTTb.COM

The Gold Standard
in Racing Partnerships

This advertisement is for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell securities.

At 5:30 a.m., it’s pitch black on the main track ex-
cept for the grandstand lit up yellow across the infield 
and a swath of light cut by a pair of headlights. Get 
Stormy jogs out of the dark and into the belt of bright, 
massive and unmistakable. The white stretched up his 
legs and bled into the whites of his polos, picking up 
the beacon of his face. 

“I normally don’t like that when it comes up on the 
knee,” Tom Bush said, watching from the gap with a 
smile on his face. “They look more like a cow than a 
horse.” 

The chrome obviously hasn’t bothered Get Stormy, 
who took an easy gallop Thursday morning before 
today’s Grade II Bernard Baruch at 1 1/8 miles. The 
thing that’s so striking about the dual Grade I winner 
is his size: loping around the track, there is something 
giant about the rich-colored son of Stormy Atlantic. 

“He has a nice big round foot and he needs it be-

Storm 
Brewing

Tod Marks
Get Stormy strolls into today’s Bernard Baruch with four wins in five starts on the turf at Saratoga.

Get Stormy aims to repeat 
score in Grade II turf test

BY KaTie Bo Williams

BERNARD BARUCH STAKES PREVIEW

See Baruch page 8 
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MIDDLEBURG
REAL  ESTATE

Serving Our Clients Since 1943

DRESDEN FARM

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA  20118
Office:  540.687.6321 • www.middleburgrealestate.com

CONFETTI FARM 

Outstanding 53 acre equestrian facility. Configured as
race training facility and 25 minutes to Charles Town
Racing. Able to convert to a turnkey operation for
eventers, hunter/jumpers and dressage. 5 local fox hunts
in 30 min drive. Primary barn has 28 stalls with office,
vet and tack rooms. 4 ice and oxygen stalls. Second
barn encloses 2 Eurosizers and easily converted to
indoor ring 80 x 150 x 20'. 15 paddocks on 35 acres.
Includes a 3 acre, 4 bedroom house site.
Charles Westbrook  • 703.447.9505  • $2,499,999

Renouned Dresden Farm is now available. Beautifully
maintained 125 acre horse farm includes a five bedroom
main house (circa 1785), twelve stall Belmont barn,
eight paddocks, heated waterers, new generator, and a
separate tack room. There are four additional dwellings
(including the newly renovated manager’s house and
guest house), extensive gardens, three green houses,
pool, meadow to a lovely five acre stocked pond and
much more!
Peter Pejacsevich • 540.270.3835 • $6,900,000

MIDDLEBURG
REAL  ESTATE
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DRESDEN FARM

10 East Washington Street • Post Office Box 485 • Middleburg, VA  20118
Office:  540.687.6321 • www.middleburgrealestate.com
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vet and tack rooms. 4 ice and oxygen stalls. Second
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indoor ring 80 x 150 x 20'. 15 paddocks on 35 acres.
Includes a 3 acre, 4 bedroom house site.
Charles Westbrook  • 703.447.9505  • $2,499,999

Renouned Dresden Farm is now available. Beautifully
maintained 125 acre horse farm includes a five bedroom
main house (circa 1785), twelve stall Belmont barn,
eight paddocks, heated waterers, new generator, and a
separate tack room. There are four additional dwellings
(including the newly renovated manager’s house and
guest house), extensive gardens, three green houses,
pool, meadow to a lovely five acre stocked pond and
much more!
Peter Pejacsevich • 540.270.3835 • $6,900,000

Renowned

Eurocisers

cause he’s a heavy horse, he wears a size 
8 behind,” Bush said. “He’s easy on 
himself galloping, he doesn’t gallop at 
too high of a clip and he’s a tremendous 
doer, so he takes a little training to keep 
that flesh off of him.” 

Sullimar Stable’s 5-year-old has been 
training since his last start, a third in the 
Grade III Monmouth June 12. The lay-
off wasn’t intended, but a small knock 
on the outside of a tendon just before 
the Fourstardave here July 31 necessi-
tated a 10-day break.

“We thought we were going to run at 
the end of July, which would have been 
perfect,” Bush said. “We didn’t really 
lose any time but it’s just a little further 
away from the races. I’m more worried 
about the whole length of time between 
races going 1 1/8 miles rather than hav-
ing lost any time.”

Bush reflected on how fortunate he 
has been to have a sound charge: Get 
Stormy has started five times this year, 
finishing in the money four times (in-
cluding wins in the Grade I Woodford 
Reserve and the Grade I Makers Mark). 
Last year, the bay went 3-for-6, includ-
ing back-to-back scores in the Fourstar-
dave and the Bernard Baruch. 

“He really hasn’t any hiccups in all 
the races I’ve gotten him ready for in 
the last couple of years, he’s spoiled us,” 
Bush said. “He’s been pretty free of any 
speed bumps, that was the difference 

Baruch –
 Continued from page 6

See Baruch page 10 
Tod Marks

Moryba (left) and Beau Choix exit placings in the Fourstardave here July 31.
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Visit our all-new website at

mcpeekracing.com

NEWS UPDATE:

Kenny McPeek won more

races in Kentucky than any other

trainer during the Keeneland and 

Churchill Downs Spring Meets, with

31 victories, including fi ve straight 

graded stakes at Churchill Downs with 

Salty Strike, Noble’s Promise, My Baby 

Baby, Scotus and Bizzy Caroline.

Inquiries, contact Kenneth McPeek (502) 494-6275
kenny@mcpeekracing.com

Curlin

Take Charge Lady

Harlan’s Holiday

Hard Buck

Einstein

Wild Desert

Dream Empress

Sweet Talker

Noble’s Promise

Sarava

Tejano Run

Repent

Plus over 50 other Grade 2, 3 and Listed Stakes Horses
(according to Blood-Horse MarketWatch).
 
All partners will have inside access to Magdalena Farm,
plus McPeek Racing divisions at Keeneland, Churchill 
Downs, Saratoga and Gulfstream Park.

• 20% Minimum Interest

• McPeek Racing Retains 20% of Each Horse

Magdalena Racing is operated by trainer Ken McPeek,
a horseman who has been directly connected to
Grade 1 horses like:

R a c i n g  P a r t n e r s h i p s  K e p t  S i m p l e

33695a_McPeek_SaraSp_072111.indd   1 7/21/11   9:29 AM
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A full service, state-of-the-art training facility designed and operated by 
professional horsemen and dedicated to the utmost comfort and safety of each horse.

T. Paul Bulmahn, Owner  •  Todd Quast, Manager/Trainer  •  Karl Keegan, Assistant Trainer

5290 NW 130th Avenue, Ocala, Florida 34482
352-369-3377 Office  •  352-369-3375 Fax  •  info@goldmarkfarm.com

GoldMark
f a r m

GoldMark
f a r m

GoldmArk FArm is on A roll 
7 starts, 5 wins and 2 seconds since August 2

Xunlei wins  
at Saratoga  
on August 4

Vexor wins  
at Saratoga  

on August 10

Culotte wins the 
Mountaineer Juvenile 

Fillies Stakes 
on August 6Can we help you?

this time. We had to regroup after we 
lost that 10 days.”

Get Stormy cantered past, size 8 
shoes playing a staccato on the damp 
track.  

“Track’s a little tighter this morning, 
it’s a little firmer,” Bush said. “Doesn’t 
sound quite as soft, I think they put a 
hell of a seal on it last night with the 
rain possibly coming.”

Even with spitting showers all 
through Thursday morning (and more 
forecasted), Bush showed none of the 
worry of a trainer with a horse in on 
the grass. 

“He’s won on soft ground, even 
when he won the Grade I on Derby Day, 
for whatever reason, Churchill had the 
turf listed as firm and it was far, far, far 
from firm,” Bush said. “Not even close. 
We had lots of rain the two weeks lead-
ing up to the Derby, so I don’t know 
why they wanted to put that label on 
it. I would have called it somewhere be-
tween soft and yielding.” 

Get Stormy trotted back from his 
gallop on his toes. Taking a few turns 
before his bath, the colt stopped to 
bury his nose in his water bucket on ev-
ery pass of the shedrow. He practically 
glowed with good health. 

“He loves water, that’s one of the 
reasons why he has such a beautiful 
coat,” Bush said. “He drinks water like 
an elephant.” 

A winner of more than $1.1 million, 
3-1 favorite Get Stormy will break from 
the outside post in a field of 11. Ramon 

Dominguez rides for the third consecu-
tive time. 

Stuart Janney’s Hymn Book breaks 
from the 8-hole for Shug McGaughey. 
Second in the Suburban, the son of Arch 
won an off-the-turf stakes at Belmont 
earlier this spring. Historically a turf 
horse, the 5-year-old is 2-for-3 in off-
the-turf events. The Suburban was his 
first carded dirt start.  

“I put him in that little stake main 
track only because I had Boisterous 
and I thought I’d try (Hymn Book) in 
the Suburban, see what happens, and 
he was a good second, he just caught a 
horse that was awfully good that day,” 
McGaughey said of Suburban winner 
Flat Out. “I thought about bringing him 
up here to run in the Whitney but it just 
didn’t come up the way I liked it so I 
decided to pass and go to this race on 
the grass.”

Hymn Book, who competed in al-
lowance company for the last two 
years, has come back much improved as 
a 5-year-old. In addition to the stakes 
win and the Suburban second, the geld-
ing was second in a turf allowance at 
Keeneland in his 2011 debut.  

McGaughey doesn’t attribute any 
master plan to Hymn Book’s forays to 
the dirt this year. 

“I knew he liked an off track, if that 
stake race he won at Belmont had been 
on the dirt I wouldn’t have entered 
him, but I entered him main track only 
because I knew if it rained and came 
off, he would like an off track,” Mc-
Gaughey said. “How he was going to 
like the dirt, I didn’t know but he liked 

Baruch –
 Continued from page 8

See Baruch page 11 

Tod Marks
Turallure won a turf stakes at Churchill Downs in June and was beaten 3 lengths in the Fourstar-
dave.
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WE HAVE 125
REASONS YOU’RE GONNA LOVE
MAKING YOUR WAGERS WITH

$125 SIGN-UP BONUS FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

See website for details. Must be 21 or older to open an account with XpressBet, LLC and reside in a state where such activity is legal. Void where prohibited. Please wager responsibly. National gambling support line 800.522.4700. 

Xpressbet is a hassle-free advance deposit wagering service for thoroughbred, harness and quarter horse racing. 

No fees        Live, high-quality video feeds from over 100 race tracks       Free video replays
Enhanced safety, security and reliability       Wagering online and via telephone

866.889.7737 
CODE: BGYB2010

Ivy League Farm
Ithaca, NY

607-592-5561
IvyLfarm@aol.com

Committed to excellence 
in Thoroughbred breeding 
and care, Ivy League Farm 

has produced New York 
champions Sharp Humor, 

Carson Hollow, Iboyee and 
other black-type horses.

Adjacent to  
Cornell Vet School
and Equine Hospital

Boarding • Foaling 
Rehab • Layups

On-site Owner Manager
Breeding Partnerships available

it and we ran him back in the Suburban. 
It’s more been taking-a-shot-type stuff 
and seeing what happened more than 
any kind of huge ideas.”

Hymn Book has not started since the 
Suburban July 2. 

“When he goes over there, he puts 
everything he has into it, and it takes 
him a little while to bounce back,” Mc-
Gaughey said. “The grass might be a 
little bit easier on him than the dirt.”

McGaughey expects to see Hymn 
Book sitting off the pace under John 
Velazquez, a deviation from his come-
from-behind approach to his 2011 de-
but.  

“I think he’ll be just off,” Mc-
Gaughey said. “I was a little surprised, 
especially when he ran that off-the-turf 
race, how close he was. I commented to 
myself, he ain’t ever been up this close 
before. He’s showing a little bit of di-
versification there. He’s always been a 
trier, but I think he’s gone to a little bit 
different level.”

Later Thursday morning, with rain 
spattering with purpose, George Weaver 
hoped for a firmer turf course more for 
his own sanity than for Boots Ahead. 

“I would prefer not to have extreme-
ly soft turf, not because he won’t handle 
it but because I’ll be worried about him 
handling it,” Weaver said. “He has run 
here before on yielding turf but I would 
prefer if it would rain less than more.” 

Boots Ahead, a 5-year-old son of 
Storm Boot, comes into the Baruch 
on the back of a $100,000 optional-

claiming win here July 28. Winner of 
the $65,000 Restoration in 2009, Boots 
Ahead was a close third in an overnight 
stakes at Belmont July 7. 

“The horse is doing very well, he’s 
run through his conditions and he had 
an excellent race here earlier in the 
meet,” Weaver said. “It would never 
surprise me if he were to win a race as 
good as the Bernard Baruch, he’s always 
acted like he had some quality to him. 
He’s a hard-knocking horse and we 
thought we’d give it a try. Every once 
in a while you have to test your horse 
and ask him the question, ‘are you good 
enough?’ ”

Weaver means “hard-knocking” lit-
erally. 

“He’s a rowdy horse, he likes to 
squeal and kick and every once in a 
while he’ll get a little wound up in his 
stall and start destroying his stall,” 
Weaver said. “He breaks a lot of boards. 
You just have to get him out and graze 
him or do something. When you put the 
saddle on him, he’s a forward-training 
horse and likes his job. He’s no church 
mouse. He lets you know he’s there.” 

Mike Maker enters 12-1 Barysh-
nikov, winner of a $50,000 overnight 
stakes at Turfway in March. The 5-year-
old son of Empire Maker enters the race 
on the back of a third in the Grade III 
Oceanport July 31. 

“He’s on the up and up, he’s on the 
rise,” assistant trainer Jordan Blair said. 
“This will be his fourth graded stake 
and he keeps getting better and better. 
It’s a challenge, he’s going to have to 
bring his A game, but he’s very talented, 
classy horse. We keep him fresh here, 
we don’t do a whole lot with him.” 

Connie Apostelos and Jeffrey Co-
lumbro’s charge will go to post under 
Corey Lanerie. 

Seven others complete the 11-horse 
field including co-third choices at 6-1 
Moryba and Beau Choix, second and 
third behind Sidney’s Candy in the 
Fourstardave. 

Trained by Bill Mott for Correas 
Thoroughbreds, the former seeks his 
second American win and will be ridden 
by Rajiv Maragh. Trained by Barclay 
Tagg, 4-year-old Beau Choix aims for 
his sixth lifetime win for Belle Meadows 
Farm and Lael Stable. The son of Elu-
sive Quality won a stakes here last sum-
mer. Jose Lezcano rides from post 4.

The Bernard Baruch is carded as the 
ninth race on the day. 

Baruch –
 Continued from page 10

The 
Everything
Saratoga 

Store
368 Broadway, 

Saratoga Springs
518-587-0666
800-422-6972

ImpressionsSaratoga.com

S P O N S O R E D  B Y

LOCALS’ CHOICEAWARD WINNERSARATOGA REGION2011
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Friday, August 26.

1ST (1:00PM). $50,000, SHP, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Spring Party E. Prado E. Reed 7-2
2   2 Centrina J. Espinoza C. Martin 5-1
3   3 Classical Fashion J. Castellano G. Contessa 12-1
4   4 Deanaallen’skitten J. Lezcano C. Brown 3-1
5   5 Kittylicious R. Dominguez G. Sciacca 12-1
6   6 My Sunshine Gal R. Maragh D. Ryan 5-1
7   7 Tutti Va Bene J. Leparoux G. Sciacca 8-1
8   8 Calmafterthestorm A. Garcia K. McLaughlin 5-1
9   MTO Celebrity Sighting R. Dominguez G. Gullo 2-1

2ND (1:33PM). $42,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 First Penny R. Curatolo F. Martin, Sr. 15-1
2   2 Hot Danger J. Castellano G. Contessa 3-1
3   3 Little Larky R. Dominguez C. Baker 7-2
4   4 Evan’s Rocket J. Leparoux J. Jerkens 12-1
5   5 Turf and Roses A. Lezcano R. Ubillo 8-1
6   6 Northern Warrior I. Ortiz, Jr. W. Badgett, Jr. 5-1
7   7 Page by Page J. Lezcano M. Hennig 2-1

3RD (2:06PM). $45,000, SHP, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Lucas Brady M. Cruz K. McPeek 6-1
2   2 Unbridled Heat E. Castro H. Jerkens 4-1
3   3 Frazil C. Velasquez L. Rice 3-1
4   4 Seniors Pride J. Castellano D. Jacobson 10-1
5   5 Sea Gaze R. Dominguez S. Asmussen 5-1
6   6 Caixa Eletronica J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 8-5

4TH (2:39PM). $75,000, STK - THE EASY N DIRTY, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   5 Driven by Success C. Velasquez T. Pletcher 8-5
1a  7 Be Bullish J. Castellano G. Weaver 8-5
2   1 Law Enforcement J. Lezcano M. Hennig 8-1
3   2 Ibboyee J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 9-5
4   3 Smokin Hero A. Garcia C. Englehart 4-1
5   4 Six Flings J. Espinoza B. Callejas 12-1
6   6 Shrewd One R. Curatolo P. Serpe 8-1

5TH (3:13PM). $50,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   1 Ghost Ride C. Nakatani E. Guillot 6-1
2   2 Ballyclough M. Cruz K. McPeek 5-2
3   3 Perfect Slam (BRZ) J. Leparoux K. McPeek 10-1
4   4 Sea Song’s Hammer R. Albarado R. Werner 12-1
5   5 Santo Gato R. Maragh M. Scherer 7-2
6   6 Soultown S. Bridgmohan S. Margolis 4-1
7   7 Shoutout M. Garcia J. Terranova, II 10-1
8   8 Show Time R. Dominguez D. Fawkes 6-1

6TH (3:47PM). $25,000, CLM $20,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Pervis C. Velasquez D. Galluscio 8-1
2   2 Hurling K. Desormeaux W. Cesare 15-1
3   3 Medieval Sword J. Castellano D. Galluscio 9-2
4   4 Binks Forest F. Lenclud W. Phipps 10-1
5   5 Cosmic King R. Dominguez D. Romans 7-2
6   6 Adam Rides Again J. Lezcano J. Fisher 3-1
7   7 Saratoga Squier J. Castanon P. Meyer 20-1
8   8 Logical Order J. Rodriguez F. Martin, Sr. 20-1
9   9 Smart Farming J. Velazquez L. Rice 5-1
10 10 Avenging A. Solis T. Voss 10-1

7TH (4:21PM). $50,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Four Dreams I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Hennig 15-1
2   2 Too Clever by Half J. Castellano C. Brown 5-2
3   3 Dede’s Mouse R. Albarado D. Lukas 10-1
4   4 Silver Meeting J. Leparoux J. Sheppard 7-2
5   5 Hear Me Roar D. Cohen J. Kimmel 8-1
6   6 A New Dawn J. Espinoza T. Walters 15-1
7   7 Enrichment K. Desormeaux T. Albertrani 6-1
8   8 Double Foxxy J. Lezcano W. Mott 8-1
9   9 Scootles C. Velasquez J. Hertler 9-2

8TH (4:55PM). $57,000, AOC $75,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Regal Warrior R. Curatolo M. Friedman 15-1
2   2 To Honor and Serve J. Velazquez W. Mott 6-5
3   3 Equestrio C. Nakatani N. Zito 5-1
4   4 Slevin R. Dominguez R. Dutrow, Jr. 5-1
5   5 Afleet Again F. Pennington R. Reid, Jr. 8-1
6   6 Northern Giant R. Albarado D. Lukas 15-1
7   7 Gautier M. Cruz K. McPeek 4-1

9TH (5:30PM). $200,000, STK - THE BERNARD BARUCH, 3 YO’S & UP, 
1 1/8M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Daily Double
1   1 Interaction (ARG) C. Velasquez C. Clement 10-1
2   2 Turallure J. Leparoux C. Lopresti 10-1
3   3 Paris Vegas A. Solis T. Voss 30-1
4   4 Beau Choix J. Lezcano B. Tagg 6-1
5   5 Baryshnikov C. Lanerie M. Maker 12-1
6   6 Boots Ahead E. Castro G. Weaver 20-1
7   7 Blues Street K. Desormeaux T. Pletcher 8-1
8   8 Hymn Book J. Velazquez C. McGaughey III 4-1
9   9 Loup Breton (IRE) J. Castellano T. Pletcher 8-1
10 10 Moryba (BRZ) R. Maragh W. Mott 6-1
11 11 Get Stormy R. Dominguez T. Bush 3-1

10TH (6:04PM). $30,000, CLM $35,000, 3&UP, F&M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta
1   1 Frontaine F. Lenclud W. Phipps 8-1
2   2 Demure Halo J. Leparoux M. Maker 6-1
3   3 Estero Bay C. Velasquez T. Bush 15-1
4   4 Rakehellish J. Espinoza J. Morrison 12-1
5   5 Grace Alley A. Solis J. Sheppard 12-1
6   6 Vee R. Dominguez C. Brown 3-1
7   7 Pink Sand R. Maragh P. Fout 15-1
8   8 J C’s Queen J. Velazquez J. Toscano, Jr. 8-1
9   9 Sotique I. Ortiz, Jr. R. Ribaudo 9-2
10 10 Saucy Jade J. Castellano T. Pletcher 7-2
11 AE Sweet Bibby J. Sanchez R. Rodriguez 12-1
12 AE Hey Hey Mama S. Bridgmohan M. Casse 8-1

Copyright 2011 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Read The Special Online

And tell your friends. 
www.saratogaspecial.com
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Handicapper Scorecard
Some heavy showers and a stream of late scratches caused havoc to The Special selection 

grid, but when the dust settled John Shapazian rebounded with a strong four-win afternoon. 
Erin Finley was next best with three in what was a bizarre day of racing that included numer-

ous late scratches and several consolation payoffs in multi-race wagers. There is a pick six 
carryover of $192,141 after some of the late races in the pick sequence were removed from 
the grass, and by rule forcing NYRA to offer the automatic carryover. Finley and Dean Keppler 
both had first time starter Purely Love ($16) in race two, and Charles Bedard nailed Gunman 
($10.60) in race 6 as some of the higher-priced winners on the afternoon.

Sallee Horse Vans 
1-800-967-VANS •  (772) 260-2586

170 South Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Saratoga’s BEST BET 
for wine & spirits!

Great selection, service and prices to suit every budget
including CHILLED and TRACK FRIENDLY PACKAGING!

Ample free parking and curbside carryout for your convenience. 
Special orders always welcome and delivery options available!

10% OFF any wine purchase for NYRA badge holders! 
It’s the Crush & Cask version of NYRA Rewards®!!! 

Just show your badge!

Cheers!
Jeff & Patty Novo, Owners

Crush & Cask . . . the prohibitive favorite 
to make your Saratoga experience a winning one.

Open 7 days a week 
Monday-Saturday 9am-10pm, Sunday Noon-8pm. Call 518-306-6781
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Page By Page

Little Larky
Evan’s Rocket
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Ibboyee
Smokin Hero
Show Time
Ballyclough
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Double Foxxy
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Brothers Jacobson stood in the winner’s circle, awed 
by what had just happened. 

“This is the front page,” David said. 
“This is the earthquake,” Douglas said. 
And suddenly flat racing and steeplechasing at Sara-

toga had come together. 
Flat trainer David Jacobson claimed Mabou Aug. 4 

for $30,000. He put the five-time hurdle winner in his 
flat program, asked NSA’s Bill Gallo to find a jockey 
and entered him in the Grade I New York Turf Writers 
Cup three weeks later. 

Front page. Earthquake.
Robbie Walsh parked the free-running 8-year-old in 

the back of the nine-horse field, produced him nearing 
the last hurdle and Mabou drew off to win by 5 3/4 
lengths over Irish invader Dirar and Dynaski. Jonathan 
Sheppard’s four horses failed to hit the board in a race 
where two horses fell on the flat and another fell at the 
last (all horses and jockeys were OK).

Since returning to training in 2007, Jacobson had 
wanted to claim a jumper. When he and his brother 
saw Mabou’s form Aug. 4, they knew they had their 
horse. 

Mabou, owned by Ken and Sarah Ramsey and 
trained by Tom Voss, exited an 82-length victory at 
Radnor. The Jacobsons licked their chops. The steeple-
chase crowd scoffed at the margin, knowing the only 
horse in with a chance that day lost his jockey, hand-

ing Mabou an inflated victory over two overmatched 
rivals. Sometimes too much information leads to mis-
information. 

The Jacobsons stood outside the racing office before 
dropping the slip.  

“I saw him the night before and said we’ve got to 
have this horse. I said to my brother right here, ‘We 
have to claim this horse. Don’t get nervous. We’ve got 

Our graduates include: 
Uncle Mo (Gr. l)

Vineyard Haven (Gr. l) • Zensational (Gr. l)
Bustin Stones (Gr. l) • Awesome Gem (Gr. l)

Macho Again (Gr. l) • Ten Most Wanted (Gr. l)
Stately Character (Gr. l) • Toccet (Gr. l)

Bella Bellucci (Gr. l) • Acey Deucey (Gr. l)
Moon Catcher (Gr. l) • Weekend Magic (Gr. 1)

Contact Jim Crupi
Toll Free: (866) 313-5400

Cell: (352) 427-1600

www.newcastlefarm.com

• Overdriven – GII Sanford winner at Saratoga 
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher

• Twelve Hundred at Prairie Meadows
for B. Jock Racing and James Divito

• My Due Process at Saratoga
for Priscilla Vaccarezza and Dale Romans

• Banner Bill won 3 races in a row
(including 2 stakes at Woodbine)

for Ron Magers, Rob Marcocchio and Ralph Biamonte

• Zow at Belmont Park
for Mike Repole and Todd Pletcher

• Motion Lounge at Saratoga
for Brooklyn Boyz and Dominick Schettino

16 two-year-old winners in 2011
4 two-year-old stakes winners

and still counting!

See Turf WriTers page 16 

Hurricane 
Mabou

Tod Marks
Mabou (4) catches Dirar at the last fence of Thursday’s Grade I New York Turf Writers Cup.

Jacobson claim blows 
through field to win
Grade I steeplechase

BY sean clancY

NEW YORK TURF WRITERS CUP REcaP
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July 22-Sept 5, 2011 
9am- 1pm daily, 

9am- 5pm during sales week
Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavillion

East Ave and George St.
Saratoga Springs, NY

Lexington, KY
859.421.3436 | 518.583.2605

e-mail: info@crossgategallery.com

Fine Art Since 1974
Lexington, Kentucky

Andre Pater (Polish/American, born 1953) ‘Going to Post’, 
Oil on canvas, 24” x 28”

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 

Licensed New York and New Jersey

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

to claim him,’ ” said Douglas, racing 
manager for Jacobson Racing. “We love 
long distance, there aren’t many horses 
who can do this, most are sprinters. It’s 
unbelievable. It’s a new experience for 
us, our father was successful in it and 
we did it.”

Mabou finished fifth in an optional 
claimer, burning up on the front end 
at Saratoga for the third time in his ca-
reer. Drawing on his dad’s success with 
claiming jumpers de-
cades ago, Jacobson 
claimed Mabou for 
himself and Draw-
ing Away Stable. 

“I’ve been want-
ing to claim a jump-
er for the last couple 
of years here at 
Saratoga, mostly to 
get a real distance 
horse to run during 
the year, not really 
to claim a jumper, 
a lot of jumpers are 
well-bred, big, good-
looking, sound hors-
es, sometimes you 
tweak them with my 
flat training meth-
ods and it works,” David Jacobson said. 
“Bill Gallo convinced me to go in this 
race, I figured I didn’t have anywhere to 
run him on the flat until Belmont, let’s 
take a shot and we took our best shot, 
today it worked.”

Jacobson and Walsh met in the pad-
dock and discussed trying to rate Ma-
bou somewhere in mid-pack. Walsh 
eased Mabou away from the flag and 
met the first hurdle in mid-pack. Mabou 
jumped boldly, landing on the heels of 
Straight To It and then bounced into Di-
rar. That’s one way to rate a front-run-
ner. The miscue worked to perfection, 
anchoring Mabou in the back of a well-
bunched group. 

Decoy Daddy led the field through a 
slow tempo with favorite Divine Fortune 
fourth on the inside and second-choice 
Dirar just off his flank. Mabou met the 
third hurdle short, which again helped 
the cause, helping Walsh keep him in the 
back. Switched off completely after a 
circuit, Mabou sat about 10 lengths off 
Straight To It who had overtaken Decoy 
Daddy for the pace chores. 

Under the wire with a circuit to go, 
Straight To It led, Decoy Daddy and 
Dynaski tracked, Divine Fortune and 

Dirar cruised and Mabou simply gal-
loped along in the back, following a 
three-wide trio of Sweet Shani, Sermon 
Of Love and Nationbuilder.

Leaving the backside, Brian Crowley 
gunned Divine Fortune through on the 
inside of Decoy Daddy. They bounced 
off each other strides before the second-
last. Dirar ranged on the outside as 
Walsh sat, on the inside, like a librarian 
over a good book, tracking in the slip-
stream of Divine Fortune. 

Midway on the final turn, Straight To 
It still led with Dirar pouncing on him 
from the outside, Divine Fortune ranging 

on the inside, Decoy 
Daddy churning to 
his right, Dynaski 
still hanging tough 
three-wide and 
Mabou locked and 
loaded still directly 
behind Divine For-
tune. Nationbuilder, 
Sermon Of Love, 
Sweet Shani were 
under pressure. 

Midway on 
the turn, Crowley 
angled out a lane 
and Decoy Daddy 
clipped his heels, 
falling, Sermon Of 
Love fell over him 
and the race sud-

denly had its denouement. Dirar rolled 
past Straight To It as Walsh tapped the 
brakes yet again in fifth and switched 
out a lane. Turning for home, Dirar 
kicked to a clear lead, Walsh pulled Ma-
bou four wide and rolled past Dynaski, 
Divine Fortune and Straight To It. Dirar 
led to the last, flew it but suddenly had 
company. Mabou met the last perfectly, 
folded his knees like a showhorse, accel-
erated on landing and was gone. Long 
gone. He won like a fresh horse, finish-
ing 2 3/8 miles in 4:40.72.

Asked about his background in 
steeplechasing, Jacobson hesitated and 
thought of his father, the late Howard 
“Buddy” Jacobson who was five-time 
leading trainer in New York and used to 
claim jumpers, including Lake Delaware 
who won 12 races including the Lovely 
Night and Promise Hurdle Stakes at 
Saratoga.

“This is it. My background in jump-
ing is my foundation in training on flats, 
my father was very successful, Lake 
Delaware, he taught me little things to 
do which are family secrets and I’m not 
going to let anybody know,” Jacobson 
said, only half-kidding. “Just training 

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 14

See Turf WriTers page 18 

Tod Marks
Trainer David Jacobson.
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For Condition Books and more information 
contact Racing Office at 800.638.1859 or 
Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

Aaron’s Concorde
Allen’s Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Cherokee’s Boy
Citidancer
Concern
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Crypto Star
Dance With Ravens
Deputed Testamony
Deputy Storm
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dr. Best
Eastern Echo
Fantasticat
Firestar
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Green Alligator
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
Horatius
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (Ire)
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
La Reine’s Terms
Larrupin’
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Love of Money
Louis Quatorze
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano
McKendree
Meadow Monster

Medallist
M Eighty
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear
No Armistice
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
Ops Smile
Oratory
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero
Perfecting
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Press Card
Private Key
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rouse the Louse
Rubiyat
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Secret Firm
Seeking Daylight
Smart Alec
Smart Guy
Smelly
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Touch ’n’ Fly (Ire)
Trial Prep
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (Ire)
Who’s Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these stallions, 
who were conceived in Maryland 
and fully nominated to the Maryland 
Million program, are eligible to run in 
Maryland Million races.

$150K Maryland Million Classic Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi.
$100K Maryland Million Distaff A handicap for 

fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 7 fur.
$100K Maryland Million Ladies Fillies & mares, 3-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf
$100K Maryland Million Lassie Fillies, 2-year-olds, 6 fur.
$100K Maryland Million Nursery Two-year-olds, 6 fur.
$100K Maryland Million Oaks Fillies, 3-year-olds, 1 mi.
$100K Maryland Million Sprint A handicap for 3-year-olds & up, 6 fur.
$100K Maryland Million Turf Three-year-olds & up, 11⁄8 mi., turf
$100K Maryland Million Turf Sprint A handicap 

for 3-year-olds & up, 51⁄2 fur., turf
$50K Maryland Million Starter Handicap Three-year-

olds & up who have started for a claiming price of $12,500 or 
less since October 2, 2010, 1 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

$50K Maryland Million Distaff Starter Handicap Fillies and 
mares, 3-year-olds & up, who have started for a claiming price of $12,500 
or less since October 2, 2010, 1 mi. This is a Sweepstakes.

CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION OFFICE TO CONFIRM YOUR HORSE’S 
ELIGIBILITY PRIOR TO ENTERING—410.252.2100

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, September 22, 2011

Over $1 million!  
IN PURSES AND NOMINATOR AwARDS

CONDITION BOOKS AVAILABLE ONLINE AT
www.MARYLANDMILLION.COM
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flats generally is a different method to 
training jumpers, I trained him like I 
would train any other horse, any other 
flat horse, again, he just responded to 
my different type of training. The train-
er who had him before did a great job, 
I saw that he won by 82 lengths, any 
horse who can win by 82 lengths in any 
race I want to have in my barn and that’s 
why I claimed him.”

And that’s partly why Walsh rode 
him. Without a ride in the Turf Writers, 
Walsh jumped at the opportunity when 
Gallo called, made sure he could do the 
bottom weight of 138 and introduced 
himself to Jacobson in the paddock. 

“They said they wanted a good rider 
who could do the weight. Bill asked me, I 
was open in the race,” Walsh said. “ ‘Yeah, 
I’ll ride him.’ I guess I was the only one 
who was sure he didn’t have a ride in the 
race. The trainer told Gallo he wasn’t go-
ing to school him in the meantime and I 
figured he didn’t really need to.”

While most of the Turf Writers field 
was schooling Monday and Wednesday, 
Mabou was going around like any other 
flat horse, in a white saddle towel from 
the middle of Clare Court. Jacobson 
didn’t see any point in schooling him. 

“No reason to, he knows how to 
jump,” Jacobson said. 

He certainly does. Somewhat over-
shadowed by the craziness of a flat 
trainer claiming a jumper and winning 
the Turf Writers was Mabou’s perfor-
mance. The 8-year-old son of Dynafor-
mer rated kindly for a change, jumped 

with precision and skipped home. He 
pulled as much galloping back as he did 
in the race. 

“His jumping was unbelievable, too 
good. I was like ‘whoa, whoa, whoa.’ I 
got a great trip, tucked away on the in-
side, his jumping kept him in that spot,” 
Walsh said. “I was blinded a couple 
of times, he never saw the hurdle but 
he picked up and jumped it fine. Very 
quick over his fences, rapid. Turning for 
home I was waiting for him to get tired. 
I pulled him out and it was like the race 
was over. He pulled away. I couldn’t pull 
him up afterward, he tried to run off 
with me coming back. Unbelievable.”

Jacobson wasn’t the first trainer to 

write Mabou’s name on a claim slip. 
Bred by Ironwater Farm, he made his 
debut for steeplechase/flat owner/trainer 
Michael Moran in 2006 at Delaware 
Park. 

In a race that produced future jump-
ers Sword Of Dubai and The Price Of 
Love, Mabou finished seventh and was 
claimed for $50,000 by Tim Ritchey for 
Bean Counter Stable. Mabou won four 
races for Ritchey before he lost  him in 
the Ramsey dragnet of Dynaformers 
(one of the best jump sires in history) in 
August, 2008. Ramsey claimed Mabou 
for $20,000 and won five races in 10 
starts before Jacobson decided to get in 
the jump game. 

It’s a little more nerve-wracking than 
flat racing. 

“The first jump I was nervous, then I 
was like wow he’s good at this,” Jacob-
son said. “Then I saw him coming out 
of the turn and said, ‘all he’s got to do is 
make the last fence and we got second.’ 
To win? I was jumping up and down like 
a little kid. I never act like that.”

additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Writers –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Mabou passes Dirar near the wire of Thursday’s Turf Writers.

Saratoga Leaders
Through Thursday

Jockeys ................................ 1st
John Velazquez ................................ 43
Javier Castellano .............................. 39
Ramon Dominguez .......................... 34
Julien Leparoux ................................ 22
Rajiv Maragh .................................... 17
Cornelio Velasquez ........................... 14
Jose Lezcano ................................... 13
Eddie Castro ..................................... 12
Kent Desormeaux ............................. 10
Irad Ortiz Jr. ..................................... 10
David Cohen ....................................... 9
Corey Nakatani ................................... 9
Alex Solis ........................................... 8

Trainers ................................ 1st
Todd Pletcher ................................... 28
Chad Brown ..................................... 16
Rudy Rodriguez ............................... 12
Steve Asmussen ................................ 9
Bill Mott ............................................. 9
Mike Hushion ..................................... 8
Kiaran McLaughlin ............................. 7
Shug McGaughey ............................... 6



the saratoga special 19friday, august 26, 2011

Aug. 11-14: PGA Championship Pool
Aug. 27: Handicap Contest On Travers Stakes Card

Off-Track Contestants Only
Aug. 30: Golf Tournament At McGregor Links CC

Bill Hirsch • 516.356.6678
whirsch@nyc.rr.com • www.TrackmenGolfClub.com

Saratoga golf & EvEntS CalEndar

Best Bets in town!
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Make your business a “Best Bet” for the meet • E-mail Kathy Rubin at kathyrubin@st-publishing.com

Available at: 

National Museum of  Racing, 
Impressions, NYRA gift shops 
& Gideon Putnam Hotel

Greatness and Goodness:

“Belongs in every horse fan’s personal library.”   ~ About.com

alexbrownracing.com

BARBARo ANd HIs LeGAcY
2011 Locals' Choice Award Winner 

Best Seafood in the Saratoga Region – plus the finest Steaks, 
daily specials, live entertainment and much more!

745 Saratoga Road
just 5 minutes north of downtown Saratoga Springs
   
www.wishingwellrestaurant.com  | 518-584-7640  | 

72 Railroad Place   •   1.877.587.5219   •   sanctuarysaratoga.com

Spoil Yourself Beautiful
Full Medi-spa services

Massage  |  Facials 

mani/Pedi | injectables

$10 OFF 
with mention of this ad in 

Saratoga Special

Joan Porter Jannaman 

Fine Equine Art  

Oil Paintings 

615-822-3124   

www.lakehillstudio.com 

Antiques
3 Floors • 30 Dealers • 30th Year

Voted best antique center in the North Country! 
Quaker Rd (RT 254) & Glenwood Ave. 1 Mi. EAST OF EXIT 19 

Open Daily Mon.-Sat. 10-6, Sun. 12-6. 518-798-4747
glenwoodmanorantiques.com

Dark Tuesday Specials!

Your top pick for
Joyce’s Racing Silks

Custom Tailored       Affordable Prices
1-800-222-7704

www.joycesracingsilks.com

BACK IN PRINT!

Available everywhere 
e-books are sold.

Andy Beyer’s classic horseplaying  
odyssey is now available as an e-book.

__________

“This is good reading, 
from start to finish.” 

— Joe Hirsch, DRF
__________

Cheltenham Festival
March 2012

British Jump Racing & Irish Craic! 
Private tours of top trainers’ yards 
and gallops, dining at country inns 
noted for fine food and real ales... 

Prime seating & hospitality!
800-368-0872

T H I S
TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES

Anne Kontos Clancy
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

P.O. Box 449, Middleburg, VA  20118
800-291-4774 • 540-253-7779 • Fax: 540-253-7780
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We all know what happened to the stars of the game.
What about that partnership youngster/allowance horse/great claimer 

that also made racing fun and stirred our souls?

Where is he or she now? Dropped and claimed by whom?  
Donated where?

To be added to our mailing list, write to:
Remember Farm  -  PO Box 750, Cooperstown, NY 13326

Racing interests forming with the horse in mind.  
And with one of the best horsemen in the business.
Look for our upcoming plans.

{

{

Remember  
Farm 

Remember . . . Who racing is all about?

Sallee Horse Vans 
1-800-967-VANS • (772) 260-2586

Buying and Selling the 
World’s Finest Firearms

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles 
for the Shooter, Investor or Collector

info@ospreyarms.com
516.674.8050 by appointment

Osprey, Ltd.
www.ospreyarms.com

Thursday August 25.

FIRST $104,000, NEW YORK TURF WRITERS CUP STEEPLECHASE H., 
4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M
4 Mabou R. Walsh $35.20 $14.00 $8.50
3 Dirar (IRE) B. Geraghty  $4.90 $4.00
8 Dynaski P. Young   $7.20
B Gelding 2003, by Dynaformer - Royal Dove (IRE) by Royal Academy
Owner: Drawing Away Stable, Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Ironwater Farms Joint Venture (KY).
Late Scratches: Spy in the Sky
Time: 4:40.72
Exacta (4-3), $274.50; Trifecta (4-3-8), $2,268.00

SECOND $30,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $50,000-$40,000, 3 & UP, 6 1/2F
6 Purely Love J. Velazquez $16.00 $7.90 $4.00
1 Thunder Lilly R. Maragh  $4.30 $3.10
4 Dattts Appealing A. Solis   $3.80
B Filly 2008, by Belong to Me - Love Factor by Royal Academy
Owner: Wayne L. and Juanita Morris. Trainer: Michael Trombetta. 
Breeder: Wayne Morris & Juanita Morris (MD).
Time: 1:18.35
Daily Double (4-6), $346.50; Exacta (6-1), $66.50; Quinella (1-6), $26.80; 
Trifecta (6-1-4), $304.00

THIRD $52,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5F
1 Alydarla K. Desormeaux $8.20 $4.60 $3.60
4 Holiday Broad J. Lezcano  $11.40 $6.40
6 Well Kept A. Solis   $6.60
Ch Filly 2009, by Henny Hughes - Mamboalot by Kingmambo
Owner: Chapman, James, K., Chapman, Sonia. Trainer: James Chapman. 
Breeder: Dapple Bloodstock (KY).
Time: :58.51
Daily Double (6-1), $103.00; Exacta (1-4), $68.50; Superfecta (1-4-6-3), 
$2,296.00; Trifecta (1-4-6), $762.00; Pic 3 (4-6-1), $1,668.00

FOURTH $55,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
2 Fire With Fire J. Lezcano $7.20 $4.30 $3.10
1 Nine O Wonderful R. Maragh  $7.50 $5.00
5 Bakhoor E. Castro   $4.20
Gr/ro Colt 2008, by Distorted Humor - Cosmic Fire by Capote
Owner: WinStar Farm. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Patricia Pavlish (KY).
Late Scratches: Global Power, Sam Sparkle, Rein King
Time: 1:38.02
Daily Double (1-2), $40.40; Exacta (2-1), $50.50; Quinella (1-2), $28.20; 
Superfecta (2-1-5-7), $1,247.00; Trifecta (2-1-5), $327.00; Pic 3 (6-1-2), 
$374.00

FIFTH $25,080, CLAIMING $15,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Metrology J. Castellano $7.90 $3.70 $3.10
6 Cinder Cone R. Maragh  $3.30 $3.00
5 Elder Skatesman K. Desormeaux   $5.90
B Gelding 2007, by Purge - Victory Thrill by Victory Gallop
Owner: Dubb, Michael, Aisquith, Gary. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: Nicholas M. Lotz (KY).
Claimed: Awesome Review claimed by McKillop, Daniel for $15,000
Time: 1:53.57
Daily Double (2-4), $29.00; Exacta (4-6), $19.60; Superfecta (4-6-5-3), 
$1,025.00; Trifecta (4-6-5), $211.50; Pic 3 (1-2-4), $160.00; Pic 4 (6-1-2-
4), $1,860.00

SIxTH $30,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
1 Gunman E. Prado $10.60 $4.70 $3.00
7 Lindell A. C. J. Leparoux  $3.80 $2.70
8 Last Hurrah A. Solis   $6.50
Gr/ro Gelding 2007, by El Prado (IRE) - Crown Me by Rahy
Owner: Adam, Donald, A.. Trainer: James Baker. 
Breeder: Courtlandt Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Mr. Popps, Angel’s Sea, Writethatdown
Time: 1:42.12
Daily Double (4-1), $50.50; Exacta (1-7), $43.40; Superfecta (1-7-8-3), 
$4,554.00; Trifecta (1-7-8), $506.00; Pic 3 (2-4-1), $191.00

SEVENTH $22,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
5 Margo Verge A. Garcia $2.90 $2.10 
3 August Gala I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.30 
9 Miss Alondra J. Castellano   
B Filly 2008, by El Corredor - Legion of Merit by Danzig
Owner: Valente, Roddy, J., Lemme, Tom. Trainer: Bruce Levine. 
Breeder: Liberation Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Justleavemealone, Swim, Le Grand Fromage, Hopeover-
experience, Pleasant Heiress, Patine, Rennina, Margaro
Time: 1:06.15
Daily Double (1-5), $17.00; Exacta (5-3), $6.70; Consolation Double (1-
1/2/4/8), $11.60; Pic 3 (4-1-5), $58.00;  (4-1-1/2/4/8), $40.60

EIGHTH $48,000, CLAIMING $50,000-$40,000, 3 YO, 7F
3 Bert B Don J. Castellano $5.30 $3.10 $2.40
5 The Man Uptown J. Velazquez  $4.50 $2.80
6 Argentine Talisman J. Leparoux   $2.40
B Colt 2008, by Harlan’s Holiday - Dixie Maintenance by Dixieland Band
Owner: My Monarch Stable. Trainer: David Fawkes. 
Breeder: Starlight Stables 1, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: David the Great, J Isle, Sensational Slam, Cat Sweep
Claimed: Argentine Talisman claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. 
for $50,000
Time: 1:23.68
Daily Double (5-3), $10.20; Exacta (3-5), $24.00; Superfecta (3-5-6-4), 
$209.00; Trifecta (3-5-6), $67.50; Pic 3 (1-5-3), $210.50;  (1-1/2/4/8-3), 
$133.00

NINTH $24,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
4 No La Hace C. Nakatani $4.40 $3.40 $2.80
7 Check the Cites J. Velazquez  $3.70 $2.90
6 Tennis Racket R. Albarado   $2.80
B Colt 2007, by Forestry - Effectual by Carson City
Owner: Southern Equine Stables. Trainer: Eric Guillot. 
Breeder: Gainesway Thoroughbreds Ltd. &George Bolton (KY).
Late Scratches: Yesterday’s Story, Strictly Society, Freudian Dilemma, 
Petey Cramer, Great Aztec, Assorted Colors, Lubango, Saratoga Steve, 
Structural Change, Zaahy
Claimed: No La Hace claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $20,000, Tennis 
Racket claimed by Simek, Judy for $20,000
Time: 1:04.65
Daily Double (3-4), $10.80; Exacta (4-7), $19.60; Pic 3 (5-3-4), $16.40; 
Pic 4 (1-ALL-ALL-ALL), $10.80; Pic 6 (2-4-1-ALL-ALL-ALL), $69.50

Attendance: 11,750
On Track Handle: 1,776,840

Intra-State Handle: 1,254,317
Inter-State Handle: 4,407,851

Copyright 2011 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 thuRsday’s Saratoga reSultS
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1 2

4 Fire With Fire

5 metrology (4) 6

7 margo Verge

9 no la Hace

THURSday’S SaRaToga winneRS • PHoToS by Tod MaRKS & dave HaRMon

purely lovemabou (4) 3 alydarla

Gunman

8 Bert B Don
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Magna Graduate was my 
first purchase, venturing 
from the Show Jumping 
World into Horse Racing. 
Purchased privately by 
Elizabeth H. Alexander, 

shortly after breaking his 
maiden he went on to earn 

over $2.5 million. After 
making 35 starts, running 
on 16 different tracks on 
two continents, he retired 

sound. He currently stands 
at Darby Dan Farm.

Kim Valerio and Magna Graduate.

Kim M. Valerio
(859) 338-9015

2045 Williams Lane
Versailles, Kentucky

40383

Thursday’s first flat race, a 6 1/2-fur-
long maiden claimer, was a triumph for 
the Mid-Atlantic, with Maryland-bred 
Purely Love drawing away to win her 
debut by 6 1/2 lengths. The win was 
the first at Saratoga for owners/breeders 
Wayne and Juanita Morris. The couple 

stood beaming in the winner’s circle. 
“I’m still shaking,” Juanita said. 
“It really gets the heart pumping,” 

Wayne said. “There’s nothing like that 
thrill when you see, particularly one of 
your own, cross the finish line first.” 

The 3-year-old daughter of Belong To 
Me attracted her fair share of buzz in 
the paddock, due in part to trainer Mike 
Trombetta’s high opinion of the filly. 

“He said, ‘I think we’ve got some-
thing here, she looks real nice, she does 
well, I’ll be surprised if she doesn’t show 
up well,’ ” Juanita said. “She showed us 
that she’s got it.”

Purely Love broke sharply under 
John Velazquez and took the lead with-
out hesitation. Velazquez niggled at her 
a little coming into the turn, then asked 
her in earnest. The bay filly zipped to a 

5-length lead in the stretch. Velazquez 
kept at her, and Purely Love extended 
her lead to 6 1/2 by the time she hit the 
wire.  

The mating that produced Purely 
Love, Belong To Me to the Royal Acad-
emy mare Love Factor, was one that 
impressed the Morris’ enough to try it 
again. 

“We liked the Royal Academy and 
we have always been in awe of Belong 
To Me and it appeared to be a good fit,” 

Maryland-bred Purely Love 
rolls to maiden score

BY KaTie Bo Williams THURSDAY RACINg REcaP

See Thursday page 24 

Lover Girl

Tod Marks
Purely Love draws off to win Thursday’s second race for trainer Mike Trombetta and jockey John Velazquez.
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Wayne said. “We sent that mare back this breeding 
season and didn’t get in foal, but we’ll try it again.” 

• Bill Mott and WinStar Farm teamed up to pro-
duce the narrow winner of the fourth, a 1-mile inner 
turf allowance. The race went off in the sudden deluge 
that had threatened all morning, but the sheets of rain 
didn’t bother Fire With Fire and Jose Lezcano, who 
sat neatly off the pace throughout and edged clear in 
the stretch. 

The 3-year-old son of Distorted Humor made his 
debut in October of last year, running fourth over 6 
furlongs on the dirt. Shelved until March, the $290,000 
Keeneland September purchase ran twice more on the 
dirt, over 7 furlongs and a mile, finishing no closer 
than fourth. Fire With Fire made his turf debut over a 
yielding course May 5, running seventh. 

“Just soft ground, got in the back and didn’t go,” 
Mott said. “We tried him on the dirt just to make sure. 
We thought he was better, he’s a half-sibling to a pretty 
good grass horse. We went that way and it worked 
out. It didn’t work out the first time we put him on 
it, but we still believed that’s where he was going to 
wind up.” 

The half-brother to Cosmonaut fared better in his 
second try on the weeds June 22, winning by 4 lengths. 

Mott put a hand on the gray colt in the winner’s 
circle, the hood of a green rain slicker draw-stringed 
tight around his face. It was the kind of downpour 
that you avoided if at all possible: Jimmy Bond stood 
on the stairs under the Clubhouse cover and simply 
called down to Rajiv Maragh, who rode the hard-clos-
ing second-placed Nine O Wonderful. Mott ducked in 
out of the rain to watch the replay, grateful the race 
was carded early in the day. 

“I’d worry about it if our race was about two races 

Thursday –
 Continued from page 22

See Thursday page 26 
Tod Marks

Fire With Fire glides to the finish line with a turf score for jockey Jose Lezcano and trainer Bill Mott.
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Iron rIch MultI-VItaMIn SuppleMent 
truSted by top traInerS and chaMpIonS.

Supports normal blood cell health, which is essential 
for the transportation of oxygen and 

maintaining energy and performance demands.

 •	 Helps	maintain	normal	cardiovascular	recovery
	 •	 Contains	300	mg	of	iron	per	ounce
	 •	 B-complex	for	a	healthy	immune	system
	 •	 Highly	palatable	yucca-flavored	formula	is	easy	to	feed

farnamhorse.com 
©2009 Farnam Companies, Inc.       09-0295
Red Cell and the Horse Health logo are registered trademarks 
of Farnam Companies, Inc.
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Peter L. ViLLa Fine art
American & European Sporting Paintings from the 18th to 21st Centuries

AIDEN LASSELL RIPLEY
(American, 1896-1969)

Blacks Coming In

Signed
Watercolor on paper

191/2 x 291/4 inches
271/2 x 371/4 inches framed

110 East 57 Street, New York 10022
212-371-1196 • www.peterlvillafineart.com

moNDAY to fRIDAY bY APPoINtmENt

later because they would probably have 
taken it off, but we got it done in time,” 
he said. 

• Jimmy Baker spent the day worry-
ing about the weather. The deluge that 
almost washed Mott away two races 
prior probably didn’t help the trainer’s 
nerves. But the sixth race, a 1-mile 
maiden claimer ($35,000) on the inner 
turf, went off on the planned course, the 
last grass race of the day. 

Gunman, a 4-year-old gelding by El 
Prado, did what Baker expected him to: 
take advantage of his experience over a 
yielding course to cruise home in front. 

“I wasn’t too worried about soft turf 
because he ran on it in Chicago and ran 
well,” Baker said. “I was kind of hoping 
it might hurt some other horses and help 
us. Soft turf, sometimes they need expe-
rience to run over it and he’s had it.” 

Gunman made his debut as a 2-year-
old at Kentucky Downs in 2009, but 
wasn’t able to find the winner’s circle in 
seven subsequent starts. The slate gray 
gelding had come close twice this year: a 
second in the yielding-course start at Ar-
lington June 1 and a second here Aug. 1. 

“He was kind of a, not a difficult 
horse, but an erratic-running horse ear-
lier,” Baker said. “It took him awhile to 
settle down and really focus on what he 
was doing. He was just too aggressive 
and didn’t really focus. Once we gelded 
him, he slowly started learning.” 

The Courtlandt Farm homebred 
broke with the speed under Edgar Pra-

do, but dropped back quickly to sit on 
the hedge at the back of the pack. Asked 
coming out of the turn, Gunman hov-
ered for just a moment behind the lead-
ing three in the stretch, then shot past 
on the outside. 

• It was daylight at dusk when Eric 
Guillot’s No La Hace sped across the 
wire 11 1/2 lengths in front of the rest 
in the nightcap, a $20,000 conditioned 
claimer.

The 4-year-old son of Forestry en-
tered the 5 1/2-furlong race off of his 
sole start July 21, a 13-length tour de 
force at Evangeline over 6 furlongs. The 
$265,000 Keeneland September pur-
chase has been with Guillot since his 
yearling year. 

“He’s one of those ones that’s been in 
my program for the last three years, that 
I haven’t seen under tack but for the last 
three weeks because this horse is trying 
to get past his issues,” said Guillot, who 

brought the Gainesway-bred colt north 
to Saratoga with the intention of getting 
him claimed.

Guillot accomplished his goal. The 
striking bay colt came in the property of 
Southern Equine but left with the tell-
tale red tag clipped to his halter, claimed 
by David Jacobson for Drawing Away 
Stable (a bookend to a day where the 
owner/trainer combination won the 
Grade I New York Turf Writers Cup 
steeplechase to start things).

Thursday –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Gunman pulls away from the field to win the sixth for jockey Edgar Prado and trainer Jimmy Baker.
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
Engel Law Offices 

is a full service law office 
willing to serve your legal needs 
in the following practice areas:

Engel Law Offices
1104 Middleline Road, Ballston Spa, NY 12020

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com

• Estate Planning
• Business Development

• Civil Litigation
• Criminal Defense/Traffic/DWI

• Equine Law
Please contact us with your legal questions

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales

Camden, South Carolina has been home to Thoroughbred 
excellence for generations.The tradition continues.

Donna Freyer
Camden, SC
803-425-4848 • 803-713-8776
djfreyer@bellsouth.net
www.customcareequine.com

Fantastic  song 

To astronaut Mark Kelly for 
flying into space and coming 

to Saratoga for the races. 

The Passion Play  
of the Day . . . 

Horse Racing's followers share a love for their  
pastime that is undeniable. 

EMBRACE THE RACE®, The Apparel for The Horse Racing 
Lifestyle™ celebrates the thrill, allure and style of the sport, so fans 

can wear their passion without saying anything at all.

Shop At Museum of Racing or  
Clubhouse Shop at 80 Henry Street

embracetherace.com  •  518.580.4500
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25 Years
of  Racing Tradition&Breeding Excellence      

Saturday, October 15th, 2011
Featuring the

$500,000 West Virginia Breeders Classic
& Eight Breeders Classics Races

At

TV Coverage on Fox Sports. HRTV Comcast & TVG

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd. •  P.O. Box 1251
Charles Town WV 25414  •  304-725-0709

wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com
SAM HUFF – CEO  •  CAROL HOLDEN – PRES.  •  THERESA BITNER – EXEC. SEC.

The Twenty-fifth Running of the West Virginia Breeders Classics

Photo: John Funkhouser

WEST VIRGINIA BREEDERS CLASSICS®

XXV

        

Thoughts and observations . . .

Rain can turn everything to chaos. 
Horses will stop and stare at almost anything.
Irish trainer Gordon Elliott’s team brought Dirar to 

the paddock for Thursday’s Turf Writers with a sham-
rock brushed into his hindquarters.

Get Stormy looks like he’d be a fun ride, except for 
the bit where he tries to knock you off.

It’s darker in the morning than it used to be.
A golf cart will get you pretty much anywhere you 

want to go at Saratoga Race Course.
A golf cart won’t necessarily get you anywhere you 

want to go outside the gates.
Somebody in racing ought to buy the Saratoga 

Sleigh bed and breakfast. It would make a great res-
taurant, clubhouse, newspaper office, haunted house, 
something.

Ditto for the Pepper’s Market building, only smaller.
That gas station on the corner of Union and East 

really isn’t a gas station anymore.
Mike Hushion is having some meet.
There are parts of the racetrack none of us will ever 

see.
Tea is better than coffee, in the long run.
After four weeks with kids in Saratoga, a week 

without kids in Saratoga is kind of lonely.

You don’t have to be a steeplechase expert to cash 
tickets on the steeplechase races.

Jockey – jump or flat – is a dangerous career choice.
Americans panic over weather, probably because 

we have too much information. 
All schools and universities should start after Labor 

Day, and it’s got nothing to do with Saratoga.
It would be nice to eat lunch in the trustees room, in 

the back or out on that little porch, once.
The street lights on Union Avenue could turn off at 

a reasonable time of night – rather than first light.
Someday, I’m going to get a table on the third floor 

and have lunch with my wife – without a newspaper 
deadline to worry about.

Central air is a must for an office, no matter the 
temperature outside.

It’s great to see jockeys get along like co-workers, 
moments after competing like warriors.

There’s way more to a valet’s job than we know.
David Jacobson, Jonathan Sheppard and Jack Fish-

er have each won at least one jump race and one flat 
race at the meet. 

Only Sheppard was expected to.
Mornings at Saratoga are far less harried than after-

noons at Saratoga.
The city could make a fortune with a Union Avenue 

speed trap from 8 p.m. to midnight.
The racetrack is the only place on the planet where 

a newspaper will save a seat.
It would be great if some of the reserved seats could 

be opened to the general-admission crowd, especially 
on rainy days.

Next year, The Special wants to play a charity soft-
ball game against somebody. 

Jeremiah Englhart is on our team.

A friendly dog will make anyone smile.
If you need to buy an umbrella, buy a big one.
Saratoga doesn’t do rain gutters.
John Kimmel’s courtyard might be my favorite barn 

on the grounds. Just think of the history in that place. 
Clare Court was originally called Surcingle and 

used to be August Belmont Jr.’s private training facil-
ity. He built it in 1902, a year after the Sanfords con-
structed their private training barns across the street 
(now the receiving barn).

The tunnel used to be the only way into Clare 
Court, which once included tennis courts and gardens.

Clare Court is named after Tom and Anne Clare, 
track superintendents from 1924 to 1960.

The cast-iron touches around the grandstand and 
clubhouse are amazing if you really take the time to 
look at them.

Ditto for the horse heads carved out of wood.
Lots of people probably have no idea where Camp-

fire Court, Du Pont, Madden Court and Millionaire 
Row are on the backside.

Barn 76 (the outriders’ barn) and Building 69 
(which used to be an ice house) in Horse Haven are 
two of the oldest structures on the grounds – dating 
to pre-1850. 

Horses used to pass through the clubhouse on the 
way from the paddock to the track.

The Oklahoma training track and stable area got its 
name because it was a long way from the main race-
track and back in 1903, “Oklahoma seemed as remote 
as Mars.”

All this history stuff came out of a new book, “The 
Spa, Saratoga’s Legendary Race Course” by Paul Rob-
erts and Isabelle Taylor, that’s pretty cool. 

NYRA sent me a copy. Thanks.

by Joe Clancy

theoutsiderail bits & Pieces
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Main Store
115 Round Lake Ave
Mechanicville, NY
518-664-7385

Downtown Store
80 Central Ave
Mechanicville, NY
518-664-8109

M-F 10-8  SAT 10-5  SUN 12-5
AMEX, VISA, MC & DISCOVER

& Financing Available
www.disienafurniture.com

brought 
to you by:

Cell: (859) 312-3414 • www.kirkwoodstables.com

Photo by Tod Marks

Neither rain, 
nor sleet, 

nor snow can 
stop a groom 
and a horse.

P
H
O
T
O

of the day



30 friday, august 26, 2011the saratoga special

“Hey, record keeper, has it ever been done?” Steve 
Asmussen asked. 

“Come on, that’s never happened before,” Richard 
DePass said. 

“They were yelling and yelling, I said ‘Why are 
they yelling for a jump race?’ A flat guy in a jump 
race . . . no way,” Angel Cordero said. 

Oscar Barrera’s name was raised. Bobby Frankel’s 
name was bandied about. And then a guy named 
Buddy Jacobson and horses like Lake Delaware, Scar-
let River and Barras. 

Leave it to David Jacobson, Buddy’s son, to know 
the history of steeplechasing in Saratoga. 

“They used to have at least one, sometimes two, 
jump races every day, it was just part of the card,” 
Jacobson said. “I have a picture, when I was this big, 
my mother has it, with a horse called Barras, he was a 
jumper, that’s the earliest back I can remember.”

Jacobson’s dad, Howard “Buddy” Jacobson, 
trained Barras, somewhere in the midst of a five-year 
reign as leading trainer in New York. 

Before he rocked the establishment, before he was 
convicted of second-degree murder, before he went to 
Attica Prison, before he escaped prison and lived on 
the lam for 40 days, before he got nabbed making a 
call from a phone booth in California, before he died 
of bone-marrow cancer in 1989, still in prison, still 
declaring his innocence.  

David Jacobson worked for his dad at the track, 
worked for Frankel, went out on his own, won races, 
got in trouble and quit the track for 25 years. 

“Never watched a race, never touched a horse, 
never watched a Kentucky Derby,” Jacobson said. 

He and his brother Douglas bought real estate in 
Manhattan. 

“We went through the good times, the bad times, 
the great times in the real estate market,” Jacobson 
said. “Then in April of ’07, I claimed a few horses 
because I could afford to, I invested my own money, 
just a challenge to see if I could do it, I’m competing 
against the best in the world – whether on the flat or 
over the jumps.”

Jacobson, 56, slowly built up his claiming stable, 
he won 60 races last year to finish seventh in the 
NYRA standings. Thursday, Jacobson won the New 
York Turf Writers Cup with a horse he claimed 21 
days ago. 

It was his first steeplechase win. His first steeple-
chase stakes. His first stakes ever. 

“This is a big story, right?” Jacobson said, still in 
disbelief. 

Yeah, pretty big. Google Howard “Buddy” Jacob-
son and you’ll see a big story. It’s hard to build a con-
victed murderer into a hero. 

I don’t know if Buddy Jacobson did it. Don’t care. 
Frankel, who worked for him before embarking on 
his Hall of Fame career, told me he just couldn’t be-
lieve he did it. People who knew him say he was too 
slick for a sloppy murder. 

All I know is what’s in the record books, Mabou 
won the 2011 New York Turf Writers Cup and David 
Jacobson trained him. And there’s one simple reason 
why Jacobson claimed Mabou.

And it wasn’t just the horse.
“He was a successful flat trainer and when he came 

up here he dabbled with the jumpers and he was suc-
cessful, I guess I dabbled with them and so far it’s 
working,” Jacobson said of his father. “I don’t re-
member how many jumpers he had, I was a little kid. 
Not very many. When he ran a horse, it won.”

David Jacobson watched the New York Turf Writ-
ers Cup by himself, upstairs, to the right of the escala-
tor, behind the back row of clubhouse boxes, behind 
the second box in. 

“You know where I watched the race, I never did 
this before, I watched it behind Daddy’s box, up-
stairs,” Jacobson said to his brother Douglas, to me, 
to anyone listening. “These kids are in front of me 
and I’m jumping up and down like a kid. I stood, I 
didn’t sit, right behind Daddy’s box. That’s where I 
used to have to stay when I was a little kid, I wasn’t 
allowed to leave, so I wouldn’t get lost, grandmom 
would be there, Mr. Frankel would be there, other 
people, I wasn’t allowed to leave the box. I had my 
suit on, you couldn’t get in there without a suit jack-
et.”

Jacobson spent every summer in Saratoga until he 
was 12. He came back when he was 53. Forty-one 
years in between. 

“He’s saying something right now to me,” Jacob-
son said. “It’s  . . . great . . . amazing.  This is more 
exciting than winning any race to me, like winning 
the Kentucky Derby, to win a jump race in Saratoga, 
a Grade I, $100,000 stakes race . . .” 

By the end of the day, Jacobson had a fall steeple-
chase condition book in his hand and his dad in his 
heart. It was an unlikely match.

cupofcoffee

by Sean Clancy

Chasing Dad

National Steeplechase Assocation  |  www.nationalsteeplechase.com  |  410-392-0700

Welcome to Steeplechasing

Congratulations to Drawing Away Stable and trainer  
David Jacobson for winning the Grade I New York Turf 
Writers Cup with Mabou – in their first steeplechase start.
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Save & Simplify on
your Equine Prescriptions

“

Dr. James Hunt
A reliable veterinarian consulting company that saves owners 

significant money and eases the burden on horse owners and trainers 
when it comes to prescription medication and treatments.

We need
 to keep 

owners in 
this game. 
Equipharm 
is one way 
to do it.”

www.equipharm.com  |  (610) 612-2010
674 Unionville Road, Suite 105, Kennett Square, PA 19348 
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Florida Derby     Blue Grass     Donn Handicap     Spinaway     Breeders’ Cup Distaff     CCA Oaks     
Kentucky Oaks     Secretariat     Jamaica     Mother Goose      Ogden Phipps     Go For Wand     Beldame     

Cigar Mile     Peter Pan      Jim Dandy     Fair Grounds Oaks     Cotillion     Demoiselle     Adirondack     
Schuylerville     Pennsylvania Derby     Vagrancy     Inside Information     Tempted      Raven Run

Harlan’s Holiday      Ashado      Purge      Octave      Take The Points      Monba
Position Limit      Hilda’s Passion      Ailalea      Keyed Entry      Caminadora

Position Limit wins Grade II Adirondack 
Stakes at Saratoga last summer. 

Reach for the Stars...

...and share the light.

Year Starts Wins Places Shows Stakes  Stakes  Purse  Win % % in the 
     Wins Places Earnings  Money

2011  45  16  5  2  4  2  $729,637  35.56 %  51.11 %
2010  72  13  6  12  6  4  $1,127,321  18.06 %  43.06 %
2009  66  14  5  8  4  8  $1,098,854  21.21 %  40.91 %
2008  66  11  12  8  3  3  $970,677  16.67 %  46.97 %
2007  62  13  13  7  4  13  $1,778,494  20.97 %  53.23 %
2006  53  14  12  6  2  6  $1,255,959  26.42 %  60.38 %
2005  40  10  5  7  5  7  $1,600,815  25.00 %  55.00 %
2004  58  15  7  9  7  10  $3,135,138  25.86 %  53.45 %
2003 79 20 17 11 5 6 $2,674,742 25.32 % 60.76 %
2002 48 7 12 6 3 4 $1,832,540 14.58 % 52.08 %
2001 31 5 9 2 4 1 $438,401 16.13 % 51.61 %

Totals  620 138 103 78 47 64 $16,642,578 22.26 % 51.45 %

Racing Stable Record

www.starlightracing.com
Contact Jane Buchanan
jane@starlightracing.com 
(516) 428-7567

StarlightRacing

16 Grade I stakes wins since 2001

Managing Partners: Jack and Laurie Wolf,
Donald and Barbara Lucarelli

Trainer: Todd Pletcher


