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V.E. Day charges past Wicked Strong 
as Jerkens horses go 1-2 in Travers

What A Day
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Flatter
A . P.  I n d y  –  P r A I s e ,  b y  M r .  P r o s P e c t o r

In 2014:  5 SWs, 9 Stakes Horses,  
Over $3 Million in Earnings 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
including G2 SW KOBE’S BACK 

 and Eight-time SW NEEDMORE FLATTERY
•••

Also 2YOs Sold for $250,000 and $255,000 

Post Office Box 150   
 Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150  

Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 987-0008    
claibornefarm.com

inquiries TO Bernie sams   
 e-mail:  bernie@claibornefarm.com 

© coglianese

2-year-old  SO CAL 
 wins Saratoga MSW  

in debut  on  
Aug. 10.
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Circular Street, first race. One of the best streets in Saratoga.

Quit Smokin, third race. We usually don’t go for political statements or agendas, but everybody 
should quit smokin.

Verismilitude, third race. Defined as the appearance of being real or true, the 3-year-old filly is 
out of Open Window.

BY THE NUMBERS
8: Dollars per day Bill Mott charged for the first horse he trained.

7,500: Dollars raised by the steeplechase community for bartender/drummer/friend Frank 
Carcaterra (see Ralph Theroux or email the Special for donation details).

49: Horses standing at the Morning Line Kitchen gap after the first break Friday morning.

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
ECTBRED. We mentioned it last week; it stands for East Coast Thoroughbreds and they (horses 
and car) are from Virginia.

WORTH REPEATING
“Thanks for my new job Dad.”

Miles Clancy, 5, after his mother read a story about The Special 
 in the New York Times, tabbing Miles as the next paperboy 

here&there... at Saratoga

First-crop yearlings by the
swashbuckling Australian
Horse of the Year who won
11 G1s and 26 races in a
four-year, 35-race career,
are at the sales this year.

Darley
LONHRO 
Octagonal – Shadea (Straight Strike) 
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com

TheLonh
wait is over!

DAR6951 Saratoga Special Lonhro 24 AUG14  22/08/2014  14:18  Page 1

Tod MarksRunneth Over. Ogden Phipps (left) and Robbie Medina put their organizational 
skills to a test Friday morning on the backside.
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WORTH REPEATING
“Good. Lots of meeting and stuff.”

Chief Head Honcho of Circulation Jack Clancy,  
when asked how college was going

“A true reporter.”
Trainer Ian Wilkes to DRF’s Dave Grening 

 on a rainy morning this week

“I don’t think there’s a $250,000 bonus this time.”
Mike Hushion, who missed said bonus last year when  

Amberjack finished second in Albany Stakes.  
He runs Captain Serious in this year’s edition Sunday.

“Yes, but there are no win pictures of him.”
Trainer Steve Asmussen, when asked 

 if his pony was an ex-racehorse

“The color of a nice brown shoe.”
Tom Law, ordering coffee Friday morning

“It was such a pleasure to read Joe Drape’s piece this morning 
about the Clancys, and I kept thinking to myself, ‘This sounds 
like Tom Law.’ So it came as no surprise to find you third down 
on the masthead after a bit of searching. What a wonderful 
profile of journalists at work.”

Adam Bruns, former staff writer  
at Thoroughbred Times and current managing editor  

of Site Selection magazine in Georgia

“Are you the ‘veteran’ editor?’ ”
Tweet from Keeneland’s Geoffrey Russell to The Special’s 

Tom Law, who was part of the Times article (sort of)

“Think they want something?”
Trainer Bill Mott, while getting a hug from  
some golf-cart borrowers Friday morning

“To be here when they deliver the paper. How can you beat that?”
Ted Haryasz, as The Special was delivered  

at the rec hall Saturday morning

“Where do I find the winners?”
Trainer Mike Trombetta,  

opening up Saturday’s Special (they’re in there)

“The Saratoga Special is like that Norman Rockwell painting, 
‘Coming and Going’ when the family is excited going on vaca-
tion and tired coming home.”

Mike Grigely,  
as the meet winds down

“Today’s edition of The Saratoga Special is the best single day 
publication I can ever remember reading. Congratulations, it 
will be at my side all day as I watch the action on TV.”

Hickey Tree Farm’s Jim Treptow, 
settling in for a Saturday of watching racing

“Is it contagious?”
Ruth Clancy, matriarch of The Special, 

after another writer got confused about peak and peek 

here&there... at Saratoga

Since 1978,  
Dutchess Views Farm has  

assisted owners with racing 
and breeding programs.

• Mare care, foaling  
and race horse lay-ups 

• Bloodstock, insurance  
and legal services 

• Breeding and racing  
partnerships 

2014 Breeding Partnership forming now!

Contact resident owners:  
Michael Lischin & Anya Sheckley  

in Pine Plains, New York 
(518) 398-5666

mail@dutchessviewsfarm.com
dutchessviewsfarm.com

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The Cotillion. I’m guessing the three 
 of us will be in there, I have to prove  
that I can win going two turns. If I can  

do that…who knows?”

Trainer Leah Gyarmati, on Test winner 
Sweet Reason’s plans to tackle  

Stopchargingmaria and Untapable

800-523-8143 Tod MarksGet my good side, OK? Away Game makes sure the photographer gets a good shot after winning at 
Saratoga Friday for jockey Mike Luzzi.
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112 Spring Street, Suite 109
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Phones
Sean Clancy Mobile: (302) 545-7713
Joe Clancy Mobile: (302) 545-4424
Tom Law Mobile: (859) 396-9407

E-mail:
sean@thisishorseracing.com
joe @thisishorseracing.com
tom@thisishorseracing.com

www.thisishorseracing.com

Published Wednesday through Sunday  
during the racing season. 

Every day of Sales Week Aug. 4-10.

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy

Managing Editor: Tom Law

Staff Writers: Kristin Brennan, Katelyn Brush, 
Ashley Dingeman, Jackie Dugas, Ryan Jones, 

Dan McDonough, Dan Tordjman 

Layout/Design: Katherine Lasak

Photographers: 
Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush

Handicappers: 
Charles Bedard, Gaile Fitzgerald, Tom Law, 

John Shapazian, Chad Summers

Chief Head Honcho of Circulation: 
Jack Clancy

Help When We Need It: 
Nolan Clancy, 

Ryan Clancy, Miles Clancy.

The aratoga

ST Publishing Inc. Home Office
364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F,

Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

www.thisishorseracing.com

The Saratoga Special
thisishorseracing.com

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Call us about your editorial needs.

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“Summer Secretary, what a nice mare. She was so used to going in the tub, they said when they 
put her in the field, she put her front feet in the water trough. I would feed her every day, she 
would talk you into giving her a little more, sure enough, she would tie up. She tied up one morn-
ing, she won the Beaugay that afternoon. Before that, if a horse tied up, I wouldn’t 
run them for a week. We had one tie up in the pen the day before she won, it was 
the only race we won at Saratoga the year before last, little bay filly, she won 
the last race one night. It used to be, when I first came around, the only horses 
that would tie up were the fillies. It would never be a male 
horse. Frankel said if you have a male horse tie up, he’ll 
never be any damn good. It must be all that sweet 
feed we feed the horses, that must have something 
to do with it.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens

The Chief . . . Day 30
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Building two-year-olds  
one individual at a time

(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

of the day

Dog day.
Photo by Connie Bush
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If you ever wondered, the disappointment of los-
ing outweighs the euphoria of winning. At least it 
did on an overcast Saturday in Saratoga when Jim-
my Jerkens finished 1-2 in the 145th running of the 
Travers Stakes. 

Jerkens watched as Wicked Strong roared to the 
lead and watched as V. E. Day siphoned that lead to 
nothing. The duo met at the wire, the accelerating 
V. E. Day winning a nose decision over the gallant 
Wicked Strong. 

Jerkens watched it all unfold, silently, turning 
from the clubhouse big screen in disbelief, battling 
a battle only a horse trainer could know. Happy for 
one horse. Despondent for the other. Trying to find 
solitude in the scrum, Jerkens put his head down 
and walked toward the winner’s circle, searching 
for composure as his wife, Shirley put her arm 

around his shoulder. Valets, friends, grooms, fans 
congratulated one of their own, Jerkens was gra-
cious but still reeling. 

Centennial Farm’s Wicked Strong, who had 
taken Jerkens to the Kentucky Derby and Belmont 
Stakes, led for a quarter of a mile. Maggie Bryant’s 
V. E Day, who emerged a month ago, led for a half 
a stride. Neither deserved to lose. 

Ten 3-year-olds lined up for the $1.25 million 
Grade 1 Travers. California shipper Bayern attract-
ed favoritism after a dominant win in the Haskell. 
Wicked Strong and Tonalist, 1-2 in the Jim Dandy 
here July 26, went off as co-second choices. Beyond 
the big three, Grade 1 turf winner Mr Speaker re-
turned to the dirt for Shug McGaughey. Late-run-
ning Kid Cruz tried again after finishing third in 

the Jim Dandy. At 19-1, V. E. Day was mostly 
overlooked after winning a photo in the Curlin, 
a restricted stakes the day before the Jim Dandy. 
Commanding Curve, second in the Derby, tried to 
return to his best form. Ian Wilkes sent out two 
longshots Ulanbator and Viva Majorca. Bill Mott 
tried again with Charge Now, second to V. E. Day 
in the Curlin. 

Bayern broke quicker than a pick-up line at 
Siro’s, opening up 3 lengths as Tonalist and Wicked 
Strong staked claims outside the frontrunner. Mar-
tin Garcia tempered Bayern before he went a fur-
long, forcing Joel Rosario to shift out on Tonalist. 
Rajiv Maragh stayed wide on Wicked Strong. Gar-
cia let out a notch and opened up again, posting the 
first quarter mile in :23.74 as Tonalist and Wick-
ed Strong settled into their slots. Javier Castellano 

Dave Harmon
V. E. Day (4) draws alongside Wicked Strong just before the Travers finish line.

Jerkens stablemates finish a nose apart in meet’s signature Grade 1

BY SEAN CLANCY TRAVERS STAKES RECAP

One-Two

See TRAVERS page 10 
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Inquiries to Joe or John McMahon / 180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY  12866
(518) 587-3426 / office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Saratoga’s Longest RunFamily Farm

Over 40 years in operation by two generations

of horsemen and women, McMahon of Saratoga

offers a full service facility for breeders interested

in the lucrative New York Program.

We welcome your visit or call to see how our family can work for you.

BOARDING  |  BREEDING  |  SALES

Standing: 
CATIENUS  /  HERE COMES BEN  /  JUSTENUFFHUMOR  /  TEUFLESBERG
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123
Stakes Winners

51
Graded Stakes Winners

16
G1 Winners

Greatness defined.

(859) 873-1717  | www.winstarfarm.com

dropped V. E. Day back and over and 
found a comfortable grip along the 
rail, with just Unlanbator, Kid Cruz 
and Commanding Curve behind him.

Turning down the backside, Bay-
ern led by a half-length over Tonal-
ist. Wicked Strong lobbed along in 
third, alone and 4 lengths clear of Mr 
Speaker and Charge Now, who raced 
in tandem. Viva Majorca sat in sixth 
and V. E. Day loped along in seventh, 
just biding time. 

“I didn’t pay attention to any other 
horses, I just focused on my horse,” 
Castellano said. “I didn’t want to pick 
any horse in the race. I didn’t want 
to follow one horse in the race. I just 
wanted to see what kind of stride he 
would give me. Just be nice and pa-
tient, move little by little, go with his 
rhythm.”

Bayern posted a half mile in 
:47.31 and three quarters of a mile in 
1:11.27. 

Tonalist ranged up closer and 
Wicked Strong loomed ever closer. 
Mr. Speaker separated from Charge 
Now, who was the first under pres-
sure. Castellano moved inside Viva 

Majorca, inching closer but with a 
mountain still to climb. 

For a moment, just a moment, 
the first, second and third choices 
(separated by 20 cents on the board) 
stacked three across. From a distance, 
it looked like the race was on, but 
one was flying, one was toiling and 
one was plummeting. Wicked Strong 
rolled to the lead, Tonalist churned in 
second and Bayern was finished. 

Wicked Strong accelerated off 
the turn and opened up, less than a 
quarter mile away from pulling the 
Jim Dandy-Travers double. It looked 
over. Maragh flicked him right hand-
ed, looked over his left shoulder to 
measure Tonalist and opened up as 
he passed the eighth pole. All the 
while, Castelleno was still peddling 
on V. E. Day, who split Tonalist and 
Mr Speaker to gain third. At the six-
teenth pole, Wicked Strong led V. E. 
Day by 2 lengths but he had played 
all his cards. V. E. Day lowered and 
stretched, gobbling into the margin as 
Castellano slapped him right-hand-
ed. Inside the sixteenth pole, V. E. 
Day was definitely going to pass 
Wicked Strong, it was just when. Af-
ter five right-handed strikes, Mara-
gh switched his whip to his left and 

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

See TRAVERS page 11 

Tod Marks
Cindy Curtis leads in V. E. Day after the Travers.
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swiped Wicked Strong once, maybe twice, glancing 
right as the plane landed. V. E. Day reached even 
terms a stride before the wire and clearly won the 
head bob.

Owned by Virginian Maggie Bryant, V. E. Day 
finished a mile and a quarter in 2:02.93, nearly 3 
seconds off General Assembly’s 35-year-old track 
record. 

An hour later, Jerkens, watched the replay for 
the final time.

“I can’t watch it any more, why can’t that inside 
horse be Tonalist and Wicked Strong be winning 
somewhere else?” Jerkens said. “I have to admit, 
it’s bittersweet. To finish 1-2 in the Travers and feel 
bad. I just feel bad for the horse and the people. 
Centennial has been great, they’ve been unbeliev-
ably loyal and it would have meant so much to 
them. Both horses ran great.”

Purchased for $135,000 from OBS March sale 
of selected 2-year-olds in training, V. E. Day made 
his career debut in January, finishing fifth going 
9 furlongs on the turf at Gulfstream Park. He re-
turned to finish second on the turf before winning 
an off-the-turf maiden at Belmont. Back to the turf, 
the son of English Channel won a-other-than al-
lowance race at Belmont Park. Jerkens didn’t want 
to try a two-other-than against older horses on the 
turf at Saratoga so he worked him on the dirt, loved 
what he saw and aimed at the Curlin. V. E. Day 
won the Travers prep in the final stride and booked 
a seat next to Wicked Strong for the Travers.

 “I thought he had a shot, I wasn’t forgetting 
about him,” Jerkens said. “I thought the distance 
would help him. He trains so good in the morning, 
he acts like he can go 17 times around there. I’ve 
never had a horse like that. Nothing bothers him.”

Jose Lezcano, aboard for his three wins, opted to 
ride Mr Speaker in the Travers. Castellano picked 
up the ride, watched the Curlin several times, brief-
ly spoke to Jerkens about strategy Saturday morn-
ing, then cleared his mind and let it all happen. 

“I watched his replay of the Curlin and I learned 
a lot, he needs a lot of ground and you need a lot 
of patience. Today, no pressure at all,” Castellano 
said. “A lot of pace in the race, nice horses in front, 
my horse did it so easy, I didn’t rush him, saved 
all the ground around the first turn. I just took my 
time, he picked it up himself and finished strong.”

At the half-mile pole, Castellano thought he’d 
get a check. At the quarter pole, he thought he’d 
hit the board. At the eighth pole, he thought he’d 
be second. At the sixteenth pole, the math equation 
changed from division to subtraction.

“The last sixteenth, it was like slow motion. I see 
the wire – ride hard, ride hard, ride hard, focus, fo-
cus, little by little, little by little,” Castellano said of 
his fourth Travers win. “I could see Wicked Strong 
was coming back a little and my horse kept running 
and running, really running. I said, ‘I got it, I got it, 

I got it.’ And then, the last jump, jwwwwoaaaa, I 
got it.”

V. E. Day and Wicked Strong pulled up next to 
each other, Castellano didn’t need to wait for the 
photo finish. He raised both hands and kissed the 
sky. It was about the same time, Jerkens was wres-
tling with the emotions of winning and losing at the 
same time. 

Son of legendary Hall of Fame trainer Allen 
Jerkens, Jimmy picked up his second Travers victo-
ry. He won his first in 2010 with Afleet Express, by 
a nose, with Castellano. 

“That was great. What could be better than 
that?” Jerkens said. “I was so proud of the job we 
did with him, he never went around two turns until 

June, then to win the Travers…”
Castellano liked it too.
“Afleet Express was very exciting, so close,” 

Castellano said. “This morning, I said to him, ‘I 
wish you all the luck with Wicked Strong but I hope 
we repeat.’ ”

V. E. Day made sure of it. 
The son of English Channel was part of Bradley 

Thoroughbreds pinhooking venture. Bryant had 
invested in the venture and Bryant’s racing man-
ager Cindy Curtis watched V. E. Day train for six 
months before the OBS sale. She loved the horse 
and bought him outright for Bryant, who also owns 

Travers –
 Continued from page 10

See TRAVERS page 12 
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a piece of Wicked Strong. 
“He was just a big, good-man-

nered, always did anything you asked 
him. Never got upset about anything. 
Just always went out and trained and 
did his job,” Curtis said. “He has a 
great, big, long, flowing walk on him. 
We took him back to Eddie (Woods) 
and gave him a little time because I 
don’t like to take horses out of the 
sales and send them right to train-
ers. He went to Jimmy right around 
Christmas time for his spring cam-
paign.”

Nine months later, he’s a Travers 
winner. 

After wrestling with the emotions 
of the moment, Jerkens regained his 
composure, joined the press confer-
ence behind the jocks’ room and went 
for a glass of champagne while ignor-
ing a vibrating phone. 

Until his father called. Jerkens 
walked away in silence, spoke for a 
few minutes and returned to the cel-
ebration. 

“That was The Chief, he watched 
it with my sister in Florida,” Jerkens 
said. “He said, ‘Well, that was all 

right…’ ”
Jerkens laughed and then went and 

did what his dad would do. He went 
back to the barn. V. E. Day was put 
away, burying his head nose-band 
deep in his hay net while Wicked 
Strong circled the shedrow, yet to cool 
out from the excursion. Typical of the 
two, V. E. Day was already relaxed, 
Wicked Strong was still revving. 

Finally put away in his stall, Wick-
ed Strong attacked his hay net, then a 
passing hotwalker, while waiting for 

his dinner. Jerkens walked to the end 
of the shedrow and grabbed a rich 
flake of alfalfa hay and split it with 
his two horses, throwing it on the 
ground under their feedtubs.

Jerkens walked back down the 
shedrow and grabbed a feed scoop. 
His assistant pushed the feed cart 
and Jerkens began feeding his hors-
es. Just a horse trainer, leaning over 
each webbing, checking each feed 
tub, scooping sweet feed and dump-
ing it in empty feed tubs. Some got a 

scoop, others got a scoop and a half, 
some ate out of the scoop and spilled 
more on the ground than in the tub. 
Jerkens did it by feel, without mea-
sure or method. At least that anybody 
else could see. It was right out of his 
father’s bag of tricks, all by feel, with-
out explanation. 

“Your dad must be proud of you, 
Jimmy,” a friend said. 

“I guess so,” Jerkens said, filling 
his feed scoop and dropping it over 
House Rules’ webbing. “I guess so.”

Tod Marks
Bayern (right) shows the way early in the Travers as winner V. E. Day (light blue silks) drops back.

Travers –
 Continued from page 11
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No, there wasn’t a dead heat in Saturday’s Grade 
1 King’s Bishop Stakes. There may have been two 
horses in the Saratoga Race Course winner’s circle 
after the race, but there was one clear winner and 
he was hard to miss. 

The big, or rather, gigantic colt, The Big Beast 
stood resolutely, opposite his lead pony, after his 
first stakes victory in the $500,000 King’s Bishop. 

Lead ponies are usually relegated to the behind-
the-scenes action, keeping the peace, calming recal-
citrant horses. It’s not often that a lead pony makes 
the win photo. 

“You saw it, that doesn’t happen much,” win-
ning trainer Tony Dutrow said of the anomaly. 

The Big Beast, a namesake if you ever saw one, 
can be a lot to handle, and that would put any 
trainer on edge. He’s a dominating presence who 

evokes stares, gasps and humbled awe. The Big 
Beast is a handful.   

“I’m concerned with all the things that can hap-
pen, including just simply getting him over here to 
get his saddle on,” Dutrow said. “He’s a very rough 
horse, he gets loose everyday.”

In a photo captured by Barbara Livingston that 
spread rapidly through social media channels Sat-
urday morning, the 3-year-old colt is reared up, 
stretching his handler’s shank taught, looking more 
like a giraffe than a horse.

 “That’s what he does everyday,” Dutrow said of 
the photo. “I’m concerned with all of the elements 
that are out there waiting to happen, but I was not 
worried about this horse today. I was very confi-
dent that he would run the way he did. 

“He was an angel. We spent a lot of time with 
his pony in the paddock. We were hoping it would 
go as well as it did.” 

Then with a laugh, Dutrow added, “He’ll always 
have his pony with him in the paddock from now 
on.” 

On the track, The Big Beast was all business. 
It was clear jockey Javier Castellano had done his 
homework, rattling off stats about the competition 
like a baseball scout.  

“The way I handicapped the race . . . two horses 
were my target today,” said Castellano, who won 
four races on the card, including the Grade 1 Tra-
vers on V. E. Day. “It was Fast Anna and Wildcat 
Red. Nobody but those two horses were going to 
be sent to the lead.

“There was a lot of speed inside in the break, the 

Tod Marks
The Big Beast (left) collars Fast Anna near the wire in the Grade 1 King’s Bishop.

The Big Beast shares winner’s circle after catching Fast Anna

BY RYAN JONES KING’S BISHOP RECAP

Big Man

See KINGS BISHOP page 16 
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Aaron's Concorde
Alae Rouge
Allen's Prospect
Ameri Valay
Amerrico's Bullet
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bishop's Other Boy
Bowman's Band
Bullsbay
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Counrty
Cherokee's Boy
Citidancer
Concern
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin' Dixie
Crypto Star
Cyclone Cat
Dance With Ravens
Deputed Testamony
Deputy Storm
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dr. Best
Dumyat
Eastern Echo
Elusive Charlie
Eternal Star
Fantasticat
Firestar
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
In Case
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
Knight of Ireland
Ladinos Bambino
La Reine's Terms
Larrupin'
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Love of Money
Makin Money
Malibu Moon

Marciano
McKendree
Meadow Monster
Medallist
M Eighty
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Money's Star
Mr. Shoplifter
No Armistice
Not For Love
One Golf Sierra
Ops Smile
Oratory
Outflanker
Parker's Storm Cat
Partner's Hero
Perfecting
Polish Miner
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Que Man
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rubiyat
Rush Bay
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Secret Firm
Seeking Daylight
Smart Guy
Standing Room Only
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Street Magician
Swear by Dixie
Tomahawk Lake
Touch 'n' Fly (IRE)
Trevor
Trial Prep
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Unbridled Mate
Waquoit
Wayne County (IRE)
Who's Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae
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www.marylandmillion.com

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2014

For Condition Books and more information contact Racing Office at 
800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

Over $1 million! 
in purses and nOminatOr awards

The above list shows nominated stallions with horses of racing age. 
Stallion must have been nominated for the specific year the horse 

was conceived.
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inside horses. Wildcat Red, he’s got a 
lot of speed, Fast Anna, he’s got a lot 
of speed. In two races, [he went] :21 
and :44. I didn’t wonder who could 
do the speed.”

When Castellano met with Dutrow 
in the paddock before the race, he 
filled the trainer in on his research. 

“Javi came to the paddock and 
told me, ‘Tony, this horse will be OK 
today. There are two or three inside of 
me that are going to go and I’m going 
to sit and make a run,’ and that’s just 
what happened,” Dutrow said. 

Sitting off the lead was certainly 
a risk. The Big Beast came into the 
King’s Bishop with two wins in four 
starts, both victories with Castellano 
taking the Alex and JoAnn Lieblong’s 
Yes It’s True colt gate to wire. 

“I could have gone to the lead to-
day the way he broke out of the gate,” 
Castellano said. “He beat the gate … 
they opened [it and] I was in front in 
the first jump. The advantage today 

was outside post position. If I would 
have been inside, I would have gone 
to the lead. Today, everything worked 
out perfect for myself.”

Castellano let the Kathy Rit-
vo-trained Fast Anna take command 
of the eight-horse field early. Fast 
Anna opened with a quick quarter 
in :22.88 and a half in :46.05. John 
Velazquez kept Fast Anna settled 
on the lead and turned for home in 
search of his would-be record fourth 

King’s Bishop crown. 
“When turning for home, I see Fast 

Anna keeping the same rhythm,” Cas-
tellano said. “I thought at one point, 
the eighth pole, I’m not going to catch 
him, but the last sixteenth he started 
backing out.”

Fast Anna was still 1 ½ in front 
at the eighth pole and Velazquez im-
plored his colt for more, pleading for 
every ounce of energy, every drop of 
sweat, but to no avail. The Big Beast 

opened his stride, Castellano provid-
ed a little encouragement, and they 
passed a tiring Fast Anna four strides 
before the wire to win by a neck.

“My horse is so big [with a] beau-
tiful stride,” Castellano said. “I think 
he made me carry the last sixteenth.” 

Velazquez and Fast Anna held sec-
ond, 1 ½ lengths ahead of the favored 
Amsterdam winner Coup de Grace.

“I just told John to play it by the 
break,” Ritvo said. “He said he hit 
the side of the gate, but that’s OK, 
I’m proud of him. I was just hoping 
he was going to hang on. He ran a 
great race. I’m very proud of him. It’s 
a lot to ask of a young horse.” 

Castellano said The Big Beast is the 
biggest horse he’s ridden, and Dutrow 
said he’s the biggest he’s trained. The 
colt out of V V S Flawless, by Deputy 
Minister, made the big jump from al-
lowance company to Grade 1 compa-
ny and was successful Saturday. 

Dutrow hasn’t mapped out the rest 
of The Big Beast’s 3-year-old cam-
paign yet, opting instead to enjoy the 
moment. 

“It was so exciting,” he said. “This 
is a Grade 1 at Saratoga.”

Kings Bishop –
 Continued from page 14

Dave Harmon
The Big Beast had plenty of company – including the stable pony (left) in the winner’s circle.
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Storm Cat - Tranquility Lake, by Rahy

58 Dunn Road • Stillwater, NY 12170 
visit us at questroyalnorth.com

~ Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course ~

INQUIRIES TO: 

Midge Hawver Phone: (518) 828-0777 Email: qrstud@mhcable.com
Sara Dunham, Director  Phone: (518) 928-6615
Jay Ryan, Assistant Manager  Phone: (518) 441-1005 
Email: questroyalnorth@gmail.com

STANDING: BOYS AT TOSCONOVA • COURAGEOUS CAT • LEWIS MICHAEL

Questroyal North wishes to thank the 90+ breeders 

who sent their mares to COURAGEOUS CAT in 2014.
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Like any other witness Saturday, Mike Hushion 
was awed by Artemis Agrotera as she blasted to a 
runaway score in the Grade 1 Ballerina.

But Hushion is biased.
“I’ve loved her every day I’ve had her,” he said 

while walking down the steps toward the winner’s 
circle. “I don’t know what happened the day she 
didn’t run so well, but this is the her that I always 
knew she was.”

The only 3-year-old in a field of eight fillies and 
mares navigated away from her inside post, to gain 
a stalking spot just outside La Verdad on the long 
run up the Saratoga backside. La Verdad led by a 
length through a quarter-mile in :23.14 and was 

still there after a half-mile in :45.78. Just gallop-
ing early, Artemis Agrotera went after the leader 
with gusto coming to the quarter pole and like a 
jet touching down on the tarmac, whooshed past 
at the furlong marker. She overwhelmed La Verdad 
and put 5 lengths on My Miss Aurelia. The win-
ner lengthened her margin from there and coasted 
to the line by 6 1/2 lengths, accompanied by two 
right-handed pats on the shoulder from jockey Ra-
jiv Maragh.

My Miss Aurelia finished second with Willet 
third after 7 furlongs in 1:21.89 (.54 faster than 
the King’s Bishop a race earlier). Bred in New York 

by her owners Chester and Mary Broman, Artemis 
Agrotera won for the fourth time in six lifetime 
starts and stayed perfect in three starts at Saratoga.

The first came in her debut last year, when she 
romped by 11 3/4 lengths in a state-bred maiden. 
She added the Grade 1 Frizette at Belmont Park, 
then finished fifth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fil-
lies. 

Hushion gave her a long break – “absolutely to 
do the right thing by her, 100 percent” – and she 
returned in the Acorn in June. She finished eighth, 
beaten more than 14 lengths by Sweet Reason, the 
day Hushion alluded to above.

Tod Marks
Artemis Agrotera (left) stretches them out while drawing off in the Grade 1 Ballerina.

Artemis Agrotera swarms to Grade 1 score for Hushion

BY JOE CLANCY BALLERINA STAKES RECAP

Good as Ever

See BALLERINA page 20 
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Contact Donna Barton Brothers: Donna@StarlightRacing.com ★ 502.645.2232

★ 59 StakeS winS (42 graded) 

★ 3 eclipSe award winnerS 

★ 2 BreederS’ cup winnerS

Manag ing Par tners:   Jack & Laurie Wolf  |  Donald & Barbara Lucarelli  ★  Tra iner :  Todd Pletcher

raiSing the Bar in thoroughBred partnerShipS  ★ w w w.sta rl ight racing.com
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Laurel Park 
Fall Stakes Schedule

CLOSES ........... RUNS ................. STAKE ..................................................... AGE .....................DISTANCE ....................... PURSE
Thu., Aug. 28 .....Sat., Sep. 6 .........Thirty Eight Go Go ...................................... F&M 3 & Up .......... 1 Mile ............................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Aug. 28 .....Sat., Sep. 6 .........Dave's Friend ............................................. 3 & Up .................. 6 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Aug. 28 .....Sat., Sep. 6 .........Japan Racing Association ......................... 3 & Up .................. 11/16 Miles (T) ................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Aug. 28 .....Sat., Sep. 6 .........All Brandy (Reg. MD-bred/Sired*) .................... F&M 3 & Up .......... 11/8 Miles (T) ..................... $125,000 Guaranteed

Thu., Sep. 4 .......Sat., Sep. 13 .......Jamestown (Reg. VA-bred/Sired**) .................. 2-y-o .................... 51/2 Furlongs (T) ............... $60,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 4 .......Sat., Sep. 13 .......Punch Line (Reg. VA-bred/Sired**) .................. 3 & Up .................. 51/2 Furlongs (T) ............... $60,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 4 .......Sat., Sep. 13 .......Oakley (Reg. VA-bred/Sired**) .......................... F&M 3 & Up .......... 51/2 Furlongs (T) ............... $60,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 4 .......Sat., Sep. 13 .......Bert Allen (Reg. VA-bred/Sired**) ..................... 3 & Up .................. 11/16 Miles (T) ................... $60,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 4 .......Sat., Sep. 13 .......Brookmeade (Reg. VA-bred/Sired**) ................ F&M 3 & Up .......... 11/16 Miles (T) ................... $60,000 Guaranteed

Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Laurel Futurity ........................................... 2-y-o .................... 51/2 Furlongs (T) ............... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Selima ........................................................ Fillies 2-y-o ......... 51/2 Furlongs (T) ............... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Lady Baltimore Stakes .............................. F&M 3 & Up .......... 11/16 Miles (T) ................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Laurel Dash (Listed) .................................. 3 & Up .................. 6 Furlongs (T) .................. $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Laurel Turf Cup (Listed) ............................. 3 & Up .................. 11/2 Miles (T) ..................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Sep. 18 .....Sat., Sep. 27 .......Jameela (Reg. MD-bred/Sired**) ...................... F&M 3 & Up .......... 6 Furlongs (T) .................. $125,000 Guaranteed

Thursday, October 9 - Pre-entry Deadline for Maryland Million Day, Saturday, October 18^

Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......Frank J. De Francis Mem. Dash (Listed) ... 3 & Up .................. 6 Furlongs ........................ $350,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......James F. Lewis III ...................................... 2-y-o .................... 6 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......Smart Halo ................................................. Fillies 2-y-o ......... 6 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......Richard W. Small ........................................ 3 & Up .................. 11/8 Miles .......................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......City of Laurel ............................................. 3-y-o .................... 7 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 6 .......Sat., Nov. 15 .......Safely Kept ................................................. Fillies 3-y-o ......... 7 Furlongs ....................... $100,000 Guaranteed

Thu., Nov. 27 .....Sat., Dec. 6 .........Willa on the Move ...................................... F&M 3 & Up .......... 6 Furlongs ....................... $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 27 .....Sat., Dec. 6 .........Marylander ................................................ 2-y-o .................... 7 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 27 .....Sat., Dec. 6 .........Gin Talking ................................................. Fillies 2-y-o ......... 7 Furlongs ........................ $100,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Nov. 27 .....Sat., Dec. 6 .........Jennings Hcp. (Reg. MD-bred/Sired*) ................ 3 & Up .................. 1Mile ................................ $125,000 Guaranteed

Thu., Dec. 18 .....Fri., Dec. 26 ........MD Juvenile Filly Ch.  (Reg. MD-bred/Sired*) ...... Fillies 2-y-o ......... 7 Furlongs ........................ $125,000 Guaranteed
Thu., Dec. 18 .....Sat., Dec. 27 .......MD Juvenile Futurity  (Reg. MD-bred/Sired*) .. 2-y-o .................... 7 Furlongs ........................ $125,000 Guaranteed

*MD-Bred & MD-Sired runs for $125,000; MD-Bred Only runs for $100,000.   **Includes $10,000 from the VA-Bred Fund.  ^Restricted to 
MD-Million nominees.

The Maryland Jockey Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 130, Laurel, Maryland 20725 
800.638.1859 • 301.725.0400 • Fax 301.725.4561 
Coleman "Coley" Blind, Stakes Coordinator

Boost racetrack handle

Deliver dynamic payouts on 
everyday live races

Increase exposure and 
distribution

Now Introducing

The GREATEST 2 DOLLARS 

Visit www.EquiLottery.com or 
contact Brad Cummings to learn 
more today:

(502) 644-1454
brad@equilottery.com

in SPORTS

The trainer regrouped and the old 
Artemis Agrotera returned in a state-
bred optional claimer, winning by a 
lopsided 10 1/4 lengths going 7 fur-
longs here July 23.

Then came the Ballerina, a Grade 
1 against her elders. First, Artemis 
Agrotera needed a jockey as Jose Or-
tiz stayed with La Verdad. Hushion 
chose Maragh. Then the daughter of 
Roman Ruler drew the rail. 

“When I saw the draw, I thought 
‘Oh ----,’ but I really wasn’t that 
concerned,” Hushion said. “Sev-
en-eighths, everybody can stay in 
their path and figure out where they 
want to be. I just left it up to Rajiv. 
He was my first choice when Jose 
took off my horse. He’s riding really 
well. You know how that goes, when 
they’re riding with confidence…”

They do things like leave the rail 
immediately upon exiting the gate. 
From post two and three, respec-
tively, Better Lucky and Kipling’s 
Joy bumped and tangled. Artemis 
Agrotera used the room to angle out 
across four horses. From post six, La 
Verdad broke sharply and went to 
the front. In about a furlong, Artemis 
Agrotera was second and on the lead-
er’s hip – beating everybody to the 
race’s key spot. 

“That was the perfect-world 
scenario, that was the most ide-
al thing that could happen when 
La Verdad outsprinted me and it 
gave me the opportunity to get 
the outside, from there we were 
able to dictate what we wanted 
to do,” said Maragh “It was a 
very important part of the race 
even though it was early. If that 
opportunity presented itself, I was 
going to take it. It just happened 
perfect.”

The stretch was more of the 
same. La Verdad hung tough, but 
the winner answered when stoked 
by Maragh on the turn.

“She did everything very re-
sponsive, man, the way she pow-
ered up to the quarter pole, I said 
if she finds another gear, she’s go-
ing to blow them out of the water, 
she’s running fast, and she sure 
did,” said Maragh. “Being the 
first time on the filly, you think 

of what to expect but this was some 
special performance, more than I ex-
pected.”

Hushion said his filly thrives on 
a light touch in the morning and he 
gave it to her with two works after 
her win – 5 furlongs in 1:01 Aug 6 
and a half-mile in :48 1/5 Aug. 16. 

“She responds better keeping her 
really sound and training her really 
light,” he said. “Not every Grade 1 
horse has to go (5 furlongs) in :59 ev-
ery six days. I know she can do that, 
but I’m a big believer that these an-
imals get to a certain level of fitness 
and they don’t need any more bang-
ing on.”

Foaled on the Bromans’ farm in 
Chestertown, north of Saratoga, Ar-
temis Agrotera is something of a lo-
cal. Farm manager Jeff Raine led her 
into the winner’s circle Saturday and 
felt the moment with the Bromans’ 
eighth win at the meet from 22 starts.

“Winning a Grade 1 at Saratoga, 
it gets to you,” said Raine. “Chills, 
just thinking about it is chills. I pulled 
her out, that’s my job there, to get 
them out safely. She was another foal, 
another event on the farm. Nothing 
strange happened. Last year, I took 
one of her Jockey Club registration 
photos and blew it up. She looked like 
she does now, only a smaller version. 
I remember she was a good student.”

Additional reporting
 by Sean Clancy.

Ballerina –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Farm manager Jeff Raine (right) leads Artemis 
Agrotera to the winner’s circle.
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Abaco may never take up residence in one of the 
stalls near trainer Shug McGaughey’s office in Barn 
81 that’s designated for the very top members of the 
Phipps Stable. But it’s a safe bet the daughter of Gi-
ant’s Causeway won’t be bunking up almost under 
the stars like she did her first summer in Saratoga. 

“I don’t even know if I had her up here when 
she was a 2-year-old,” McGaughey said after the 
now 6-year-old Abaco won Saturday’s $250,000 
Ballston Spa in the first of four stakes on the Tra-
vers Day card. “And the first year she was up here I 
had her in the stalls at the end of the barn that are 
outside.”

Abaco’s first year in Saratoga was as a 3-year-
old in 2011 and she finished second in her lone ap-
pearance out of her rustic-by-racetrack-standards 
accommodations. She came back the next year 
and ended a winless skein of eight when she won a 
1-mile turf maiden. Abaco was on her way at that 

point, promptly won three in a row after that and 
inched past the level of useful allowance type to 
stakes caliber. 

Abaco knocked on the door in stakes company 
plenty the last two seasons, but managed to win 
only once. The victory came in her seasonal fina-
le last year when she took the Grade 3 Cardinal 
Handicap at Churchill Downs. Abaco lost five 
straight this year – although by a combined 7 3/4 
lengths – until Saturday. 

“This filly, her last three races, she’s had some re-
ally good moves (but) we were just kind of unlucky 
to lose,” McGaughey said, winning the Ballston 
Spa for the first time in his Hall of Fame career. 

Abaco came into the race off a fourth in the 
Grade 1 Diana the first weekend of the Saratoga 
meet, a 1 ½-length loss with only Grade 1 winners 
Somali Lemonade, Stephanie’s Kitten and Discreet 

Marq in front of her in the 9-furlong fixture.
Just as she did during those days in the outside 

stall, Abaco thrived training on the Oklahoma 
Training Track. McGaughey especially liked what 
he saw in the immediate days leading up to the 
Grade 2 Ballston Spa. 

“I told Robbie (Medina) this week that I think 
she looks better than I’ve seen her,” McGaughey 
said.

Abaco certainly trained to match her condition-
er’s assessment, firing off back-to-back bullet works 
in breezes on the Oklahoma turf 10 days apart. 
She went a half-mile in :48 Monday, the best of 30 
moves at the distance and McGaughey knew he 
was bringing a serious player into the Ballston Spa. 

McGaughey liked what he saw from Abaco in the 
paddock, too, as she was up to some not-so-trou-
blesome antics that are a good tell she’s ready. 

“I remember I had her in Florida and we were 

Tod Marks
Abaco (left) turns aside Strathnaver late in the Ballston Spa.

Abaco breaks through with stakes win for Phipps, McGaughey

BY TOM LAW BALLSTON SPA RECAP

Clear Sailing

See BALLSTON SPA page 24 
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has represented owners, trainers, 

breeders and jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.

 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181
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Ready to Run?
Nobody gets your horses – from  
yearlings to veterans – prepared  
for a race the way we do.

-  3 /4 -m i l e  t r a i n i n g  t r a c k  
-  S t a r t i n g  g a t e  
-  Tu r n - o u t  p a ddocks  
-  Co l d -wa t e r  e q u i n e  s p a  
-  10 x 10  v i b r a t i n g  f l o o r  t h e r a py 
-  S u pe r b  c a r e   
-  D e c ade s  o f  ex p e r i e n c e  a nd  s u c c e ss

J.J. Crupi
(352) 427-1600
(866) 313-5400

Johnny Sacco, Farm Manager 
(352) 427-1797

www.newcastlefarm.com
Ocala, Florida

thinking of taking her over to Tampa to run her,” 
McGaughey said, thinking back to the 2013 season 
around the time Abaco finished second in the Grade 
3 Suwannee River in early February at Gulfstream. 
“She was outside standing in the sun, I went up and 
patted her on the back and stuff and she just stood 
there. Didn’t do anything. 

“I looked at Jenn (Patterson) and said, ‘we’re not 
going’ and Jenn said, ‘yup, we’re not going.’ ” 

Abaco wasn’t rambunctious by any stretch be-
fore the Ballston Spa, not as wound up as De La 
Rose winner and 3-5 favorite Filimbi was until Bill 
Mott took the shank and calmed Juddmonte Farm’s 
big Mizzen Mast filly. Saddled under the awning in 
a stall and with a pony blocking her view of the rest 
of the paddock, Abaco popped up a few times, not 
exactly rearing and not exactly standing. 

“She doesn’t do anything wrong, she just sort of 
stands up,” McGaughey said. “In fact the valet, he 
said, ‘oh she still does this?’ Sometimes she’ll even 
do it in the gate, but she didn’t do it today.”

Abaco and Jose Ortiz dropped back to last short-
ly after the break with longshot Night Song taking 
the initiative ahead of the side-by-side-by-side trio 
of Nellie Cashman, Centre Court and Filimbi from 
the hedge out. Centre Court inched up a bit into the 
first turn and Joel Rosario tapped on the brakes just 
slightly to Filimbi wouldn’t be forced three wide. 

Five lengths separated the six from front to back 

through a half-mile in :48.99 over the drying out 
Mellon Turf Course. 

Centre Court moved first, taking the lead from 
Night Song turning for home as Forest Boyce dove 
to the inside the Nellie Cashman and Rosario tried 
to get Filimbi running on the outside. Strathnaver 
was moving well in the lane, too, and made the lead 
approaching the sixteenth pole. 

Ortiz had Abaco rolling out in the middle of 
the course, and a few quick cracks right handed 
got the mare on her right lead and she accelerat-
ed just enough to draw even with Strathnaver and 

John Velazquez. Ortiz stayed busy, riding hard and 
cracking Abaco a few more times and she eventual-
ly wore down Strathnaver to win by a neck. Nellie 
Cashman hung on gamely to finish third, 2 lengths 
back and 2 ¼ clear of Centre Court.

“Down the backside I was behind (Filimbi), and 
that was the one I wanted to follow,” Ortiz said. “I 
was right there, and when I turned for home I knew 
she was going to give me the big move she gave me 
last time. By the eighth pole, I knew I had Johnny. I 
passed everybody else, so I knew there wasn’t any-
body else coming.”

Filimbi, so good winning the De La Rose at the 
expense of Dayatthespa, didn’t fire. She finished 
last of six, beaten 6 1/2 lengths in the first off-the-
board performance of her life. 

Mott didn’t offer much of an excuse for Filim-
bi, who was coming back on three weeks rest com-
pared to the first four coming off anywhere from 
five weeks to more than three months. 

“She was just flat,” Mott said. “The ground might 
not have been preferable, but she was just flat.”

Graham Motion wasn’t dejected by another 
near-miss by Strathnaver, who is now winless in six 
straight since taking the Lady Baltimore last Sep-
tember at Laurel Park. She’s lost those six by a com-
bined 7 ½ lengths, not that he’ll get much sympathy 
from McGaughey. 

“Shug got me back for the other day I guess,” 
Motion said, referring to last  Sunday’s Sword 
Dancer when Main Sequence got up late to beat 
Imagining. “I was very pleased with her. She ran 
hard. Didn’t quite catch her. It was a good effort.”

Ballston Spa –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Jose Ortiz pumps his fist after Abaco’s stakes win.
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Beverly's is back  
in the saddle again  

rounding our  
25th year of good cookin'

Beverly’s Eatery 
 256 Milton Ave.

Ballston Spa, NY  518 885.2848. 
Open daily 7 - 2  

for breakfast and lunch.

See jump racing every Wednesday and Thursday at Saratoga. 12:25 post time.

“
“

Jump Racing –  
The First Second Career

Dogwood has campaigned a few steeplechasers for a long time. We 
even won an Eclipse Award in 1987 – with Inlander.  Steeplechasing is a 
great alternative for the right horse; and often times a flat horse takes a 
new lease on life when he tries jumping.  The venues are plenty spirited! 

– Cot Campbell, Dogwood Stable

Your Thoroughbred can go jumping too. 
$5 million in purses • A new set of conditions   
Racing in 11 states • Superb owner hospitality

To find out more, contact jumpracing14@gmail.com or (410) 392-0700
nationalsteeplechase.com. 

Ad placed by National Steeplechase Association Promotion and Growth Task Force.

PHOTO©TOD MARKS 

AND MONDAY, AUGUST 25 , 1 P.M. POST TIME.
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The early portion of Saturday’s Travers Stakes 
program got off to a tragic start when Ludicrous, a 
colt by Medaglia d’Oro out of Grade 1 winner Vic-
tory Ride, broke down in the stretch of the fourth 
race in front of the filling-up grandstand, clubhouse 
and apron. 

Ludicrous was making an extended run when he 
suffered a compound fracture to his right foreleg ap-
proaching the sixteenth pole. Jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. 
quickly attended to the injured colt, first cradling 
his leg and helping get him on the ground after the 
outrider arrived. Ludicrous was euthanized on the 
track.

“We’re all devastated at the barn,” said Chad 
Brown, who trained Ludicrous for Bob La Penta 
and Sheep Pond Partners. “He was moving so well 
during the race. It looked like he was making a run 
and he took a bad step. Unfortunately those things 
can happen, albeit very rare in this business. We 
don’t see it happen too much. Unfortunately it hap-
pened to this horse.”

Jose Ortiz was the first to check on his brother as 
he came off the track. Javier Castellano, who went 
on to win the Travers aboard V. E. Day, offered a 

handshake and a pat on Irad Ortiz’s helmet, concern 
etched in his face. 

“I asked him if he was OK and he told me yes,” 
Jose Ortiz said. 

Irad Ortiz was checked out and released at first 
aid and showed his resilience when he rode Augustin 
Stable’s Chat to victory for Jonathan Sheppard in the 
next race. 

“It’s sad what happened to the horse,” he said. 
“I’m good. If not I wouldn’t get on again. You have 
to get up and keep going.”

Brown picked up a victory of his own in the sixth 
race with Powerful Instinct, but the fate of Ludi-
crous, a graduate of this year’s Keeneland April 
2-year-olds in training sale, was clearly the center of 
his attention. 

“There’s so many good things that go on with the 
horses everyday,” Brown said. “It’s what drives you 
to go to work, how well they’re cared for and basi-
cally how happy the horses are when they’re in any 
of these trainers’ care here in Saratoga. When you go 
barn to barn and you see how well they’re cared for 
and how happy the horses are, that’s really the high-
light of being in this sport. It’s hard for everyone. 
Everyone loved this horse.” 

– Dan McDonough

• Call them duck hunters. West Point Thorough-
breds was winless at the meet heading into the open-
er of the Travers Day card, although the operation 
did have five seconds to its credit. Three Alarm Fire 
put West Point in the win column with a 2 1/4-length 
victory in the 7-furlong maiden special weight, creat-
ing a jubilant post-race scene among the syndicate’s 
partners. 

“It’s good because you walk around thinking 
every time you make eye contact with someone all 
they’re thinking is, ‘West Point is on the duck,’ but 

they’re really not because nobody cares,” said Ter-
ry Finley, West Point’s founder and president. “But 
that’s the craziness of our business.”

Rob Masiello was one West Point partner thrilled 
that the 3-year-old Pyro gelding was the first winner 
of Travers Day.

“It means a lot because we know that we’re run-
ning well – I think we’ve got five seconds in 15 starts 
– but we’re still on the duck and it’s something that 
weighs on you,” Masiello said. 

The 11:35 a.m. first post was certainly unusual, 
but not too early for the West Point team. 

“It’s weird coming to the races at 11:30 and run-
ning, but no better way to start off the day, right?” 
Masiello said. 

– Dan McDonough

Ocala Jim drew a big enough crowd to the win-
ner’s circle after the third race that uninformed ob-
servers might have thought the 1 1/16-mile allow-
ance race on the grass was one of the day’s stakes. 

“It’s a lot of fun for the owners to win on Tra-
vers Day,” said David Donk, who trains Ocala Jim 
for the approximately 35 members of Funky Munky 
Stable. 

Ocala Jim won by 3 lengths in his third start off 
the layoff. The 4-year-old E Dubai gelding finished 
second in a similar race July 26 at Saratoga after 
winning a $40,000 claiming race June 26 at Belmont 
Park. 

Funky Munky Stable’s Rich Munk thought the 
$40,000 claiming price was safe. 

“If someone claimed him for that much, I’d bring 
the champagne,” Munk said, with a promise for the 
near future. “He won’t be in a claimer anymore.”

Donk took over the gelding’s training this year 
Tod Marks

Irad Ortiz Jr. gets leg up on ill-fated Ludicrous.

Breakdown mars 
early part of card

SATURDAY’S RACING RECAP

Tough 
Start

Dave Harmon
Three Alarm Fire streaks toward the wire to win Saturday’s first race.

See SATURDAY page 27 
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S H AW N  FA U S T
O I L  .  S H AW N FA U S T . C O M 

R O B E R T  H O O K E 
B R O N Z E  &  S T O N E  .  H O O K E G A L L E R Y . C O M

L I S A  PA L O M B O
O I L  &  A C R Y L I C  .  L I S A PA L O M B O . C O M  

E L L E N  G AV I N
O I L  .  G R E E N B O O T S S T U D I O . C O M

F E AT U R E D  A R T I S T S

G I D E O N  P U T N A M
G A L L E R Y 

F I N E  A R T S 
E X H I B I T

A U G  1 - 3 0

OPEN DAILY 10 AM TO 8 PM

“ROLLING THUNDER”  40” X 40” ACRYLIC ON CANVAS. 
BY LISA PALOMBO

“STABLEMATES”  9” X 18”  X 7” BRONZE EDITION OF 9
 ALSO AVAILABLE IN LIFE SIZE.  BY ROBERT HOOKE

GIDEON PUTNAM HOTEL   24 GIDEON PUTNAM ROAD SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY   PHONE: 302 547 3517

from Carlos Martin. 
“He’s run really well in these last couple of starts 

I’ve had him in,” Donk said. “I’m just so pleased 
that he could come back and keep revalidating it. 
He’s running the same kind of race every time.” 

– Katie Brush

• And then there was one. Saturday’s finale ended 
the adrenaline-fueled day of fashion, socializing and 
gambling and the paddock looked like a wide-open 
field compared to the packed scene during the day’s 
stakes races. Only a smattering of cheers came from 
the remaining Travers Stakes Day crowd as the field 
made its way to the track and there was no rush to 
grab the best picture.

The eyes still left on the track and the televisions 
saw Morning Calm win the 14th race and bring the 
card to a close. 

The 3-year-old son of Broken Vow won the 1 
1/16-mile allowance on the grass by a half-length 
from Macagone for Korean-based Great Hill Stables 
and trainer Michelle Nihei.

Javier Castellano, about an hour removed from 
winning the Travers on V. E. Day and one race after 
winning the 13th on Invading Humor, rode Morning 
Calm. Castellano rode four winners on the card, also 
taking the Grade 1 King’s Bishop on The Big Beast.

Morning Calm won off a three-month layoff and 
in his second start against state-breds. He finished 
second, beaten three-quarters of a length by Storm, 

in a similar allowance race May 22 at Belmont. 
“He got sick late in the Belmont meet, missed a 

couple races there, missed a race here, so we were 
sort of squeezed,” Nihei said. “I actually felt like we 
were maybe a work short, but we were running out 
of time. He was sharp enough and good enough to 
run well today.”

Morning Calm was purchased for $80,000 at the 
2012 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred year-
ling sale. The silks Castellano wore to the winner’s 
circle aboard Morning Calm were dark red with a 
gold dragon, legendary creatures in Korean mythol-
ogy and images that apparently also represent the 
colt pretty well. 

“(The dragon) actually fits his personality,” Nihei 
said, adding that Morning Calm was the stable’s first 
winner in the U.S. 

– Kristin Brennan 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
Irad Ortiz Jr. bouncs back from scary incident and rides Chat 
to victory in the fifth.

Dave Harmon
Morning Calm (center) powers through to win the Travers Day finale for trainer Michelle Nihei.
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Saturday August 23.

FIRST $98,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
5	 Three Alarm Fire	 J. Rosario	 $5.10	 $2.80	 $2.50
7	 Liam’s Map	 J. Velazquez		  $3.60	 $3.10
6	 Lucid	 I. Ortiz, Jr.			   $5.10
Ch Gelding 2011, by Pyro - Tres Tres Joli by Gone West
Owner: West Point Thoroughbreds and Basone, Michael. 
Trainer: Thomas Albertrani. 
Breeder: Runnymede Farm & Peter J. Callahan (KY). Time: 1:24.08
Exacta (5-7), $15.80; Trifecta (5-7-6), $115.50

SECOND $98,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
2	 Face the Music	 J. Rosario	 $6.40	 $3.70	 $2.90
3	 Imperia	 R. Maragh		  $7.60	 $5.70
1	 Incremental	 J. Alvarado			   $5.80
B Colt 2012, by Stormy Atlantic - Voyage by Rahy
Owner: Phipps Stable. Trainer: Claude McGaughey III. 
Breeder: Phipps Stable (KY). Late Scratches: Dispersion
Time: 1:45.31
Daily Double (5-2), $16.80; Exacta (2-3), $52.50; Quinella (2-3), 
$31.40; Superfecta (2-3-1-4), $1,632.00; Trifecta (2-3-1), $280.50

THIRD $90,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3	 Ocala Jim	 J. Lezcano	 $9.70	 $4.30	 $3.30
10	 Blue Pigeon	 I. Ortiz, Jr.		  $4.20	 $3.40
9	 Iced Over	 M. Franco			   $7.70
B Gelding 2010, by E Dubai - Merion Miss by Halo
Owner: Funky Munky Stable LLC. Trainer: David Donk. 
Breeder: Berkshire Stud (NY). Time: 1:43.86
Daily Double (2-3), $36.60; Exacta (3-10), $37.80; Superfecta (3-10-
9-8), $7,827.00; Trifecta (3-10-9), $566.00; Pic 3 (5-2-3), $78.50

FOURTH $98,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
7	 Bayerd	 R. Napravnik	 $19.00	 $8.70	 $5.20
5	 Frosted	 R. Maragh		  $8.00	 $5.10
8	 Today’s Agenda	 J. Castellano			   $3.60
B Colt 2012, by Speightstown - Cherokee Jewel by Cherokee Run
Owner: Brewster, Clark, O.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: Alpha Delta Stables, LLC (KY). Time: 1:11.48
Daily Double (3-7), $87.50; Exacta (7-5), $160.50; Quinella (5-7), 
$66.50; Superfecta (7-5-8-3), $7,286.00; Trifecta (7-5-8), $602.00; 
Pic 3 (2-3-7), $232.00

FIFTH $100,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
2	 Chat	 I. Ortiz, Jr.	 $12.60	 $6.90	 $4.90
1	 Enchanting Lisa	 J. Lezcano		  $7.60	 $5.80
7	 Funny Money	 E. Prado			   $9.40
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Dynaformer - Verbal by Kingmambo
Owner: Augustin Stable. Trainer: Jonathan Sheppard. 
Breeder: Stone Farm (KY). Time: 1:42.06
Daily Double (7-2), $97.50; Exacta (2-1), $85.50; Superfecta (2-1-7-
5), $9,285.00; Trifecta (2-1-7), $1,637.00; Pic 3 (3-7-2), $366.50; Pic 
4 (2-3-7-2), $1,467.00; Pic 5 (5-2-3-7-2), $5,043.00

SIXTH $100,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
8	 McIlroy	 J. Ortiz	 $6.90	 $3.90	 $3.20
5	 Cashmere Cat	 C. Lanerie		  $6.20	 $4.20
4	 Shatak	 R. Maragh			   $3.90
B Gelding 2010, by Modigliani - Mollyputtheketelon by Rainbow Quest
Owner: Riccio, James, A.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Castleton Lyons & Kilboy Estate (KY).
Late Scratches: Giant Fox, Wizardly, Dyker Beach, Mr. O’Leary, Pow-
erful Instinct
Time: 1:37.13
Daily Double (2-8), $61.50; Exacta (8-5), $54.00; Superfecta (8-5-4-
12), $1,237.00; Trifecta (8-5-4), $251.00; Pic 3 (7-2-8), $488.50

SEVENTH $100,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
10	 Divided Attention	 I. Ortiz, Jr.	 $5.00	 $3.40	 $2.50
2	 Shayjolie	 R. Maragh		  $4.00	 $2.80
3	 Pretty Fancy	 R. Napravnik			   $2.70
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by A.P. Indy - Contrive by Storm Cat
Owner: Darley Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Darley (KY).
Late Scratches: Eddy Gourmet, Dear Mama (ARG)
Time: 1:22.70
Daily Double (8-10), $20.00; Exacta (10-2), $17.80; Superfecta (10-
2-3-4), $94.50; Trifecta (10-2-3), $40.00; Consolation Double (8-1/6), 
$7.20; Pic 3 (2-8-10), $112.00;  (2-8-1/6), $43.60

EIGHTH $105,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
7	 Shining Copper	 R. Napravnik	 $13.40	 $7.20	 $4.10
3	 Brickyard Kitten	 J. Velazquez		  $4.80	 $3.30
2	 North Slope	 J. Ortiz			   $3.60
Ch Gelding 2010, by Aragorn (IRE) - La Minuta (CHI) by Winged Vic-
tory
Owner: Brewster, Clark, O.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: International Equities Holding Inc. (KY).
Late Scratches: Star Channel, Conspiracy, For the Luv of Lil
Claimed: Bad Debt claimed by Leibner, Robert for $62,500
Time: 1:42.80
Daily Double (10-7), $38.00; Exacta (7-3), $86.00; Superfecta (7-3-
2-4), $627.00; Trifecta (7-3-2), $313.00; Pic 3 (8-10-7), $186.00;  (8-
1/6-7), $54.00

NINTH $250,000, STAKES - BALLSTON SPA S., 3 & UP, 1 1/16M
3	 Abaco	 J. Ortiz	 $10.60	 $4.40	 $3.20
4	 Strathnaver (GB)	 J. Velazquez		  $5.00	 $4.20
1	 Nellie Cashman	 F. Boyce			   $5.90
Ch Mare 2008, by Giant’s Causeway - Cat Cay by Pleasant Colony
Owner: Phipps Stable. Trainer: Claude McGaughey III. 
Breeder: Phipps Stable (KY).
Late Scratches: Dayatthespa. Time: 1:42.64
Daily Double (7-3), $81.00; Exacta (3-4), $42.40; Superfecta (3-4-1-
2), $722.00; Trifecta (3-4-1), $285.00; Pic 3 (10-7-3), $268.00; Place 
Pix Nine (4/5/8-2/3/10-2/3/7-3), $38.20

TENTH $500,000, STAKES - KETEL ONE KING’S BISHOP S., 3 YO, 
7F
7	 The Big Beast	 J. Castellano	 $7.70	 $4.60	 $3.20
6	 Fast Anna	 J. Velazquez		  $8.00	 $4.70
8	 Coup de Grace	 R. Napravnik			   $2.80
B Colt 2011, by Yes It’s True - V V S Flawless by Deputy Minister
Owner: Lieblong, Alex and JoAnn. Trainer: Anthony Dutrow. 
Breeder: Green Willow Farms (MD). Time: 1:22.35
Daily Double (3-7), $24.80; Exacta (7-6), $56.50; Superfecta (7-6-8-
5), $1,540.00; Trifecta (7-6-8), $147.00; Pic 3 (7-3-7), $396.00

ELEVENTH $500,000, STAKES - BALLERINA S., 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1	 Artemis Agrotera	 R. Maragh	 $10.60	 $5.80	 $4.00
4	 My Miss Aurelia	 J. Velazquez		  $4.80	 $3.50
5	 Willet	 J. Rosario			   $3.40
B Filly 2011, by Roman Ruler - Indy Glory by A.P. Indy
Owner: Chester and Mary Broman, Sr.. Trainer: Michael Hushion. 
Breeder: Chester Broman & Mary R. Broman (NY).
Late Scratches: Voodoo Tales
Time: 1:21.89
Daily Double (7-1), $40.60; Exacta (1-4), $63.50; Superfecta (1-4-5-
2), $837.00; Trifecta (1-4-5), $235.50; Pic 3 (3-7-1), $218.50

SARATOGA RESULTS

TRAINERS....................... 1ST
Todd Pletcher............................ 22
Chad Brown.............................. 16
Bill Mott.................................... 12
Graham Motion......................... 10
Bruce Brown............................... 9
Bruce Levine............................... 9
Rudy Rodriguez.......................... 9
Jimmy Jerkens............................ 8
Mike Maker................................. 8
Shug McGaughey........................ 8
George Weaver........................... 8 
Tom Albertrani............................ 7
Gary Contessa............................. 7
Tony Dutrow............................... 7
Kiaran McLaughlin...................... 7
Linda Rice................................... 7
Christophe Clement..................... 6 
Mike Hushion.............................. 6
David Jacobson........................... 6

JOCKEYS........................ 1ST
Javier Castellano....................... 48
Irad Ortiz Jr............................... 42
John Velazquez......................... 30
Joel Rosario.............................. 27
Jose Ortiz.................................. 26
Rajiv Maragh............................. 19
Cornelio Velasquez.................... 15
Junior Alvarado......................... 14
Luis Saez................................... 13
Jose Lezcano............................ 12
Rosie Napravnik........................ 12
Manuel Franco.......................... 11
Corey Lanerie.............................. 5

Owners........................... 1st
Repole Stable............................ 10
Chester & Mary Broman............. 8
Ken & Sarah Ramsey.................. 8
Klaravich Stable.......................... 6
& Bill Lawrence 
Darley Stable............................... 6
M. Dubb, Bethlehem Stable......... 5
&The Elkstone Group

Through Saturday

Saratoga 
Leaders
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 SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS	 BY TOD MARKS & DAVE HARMON
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TWELFTH $1,250,000, STAKES - TRAVERS S., 3 YO, 1 1/4M
4	 V. E. Day	 J. Castellano	 $41.00	 $13.20	 $7.30
7	 Wicked Strong	 R. Maragh		  $4.40	 $3.10
6	 Tonalist	 J. Rosario			   $3.40
Ch Colt 2011, by English Channel - California Sunset by Deputy Minister
Owner: Bryant, Magalen, O.. Trainer: James Jerkens. Breeder: Bluegrass Hall, LLC (KY).
Time: 2:02.93. 
Daily Double (1-4), $219.50; Exacta (4-7), $167.50; Superfecta (4-7-6-8), $3,049.00; Trifecta 
(4-7-6), $535.00; Pic 3 (7-1-4), $954.00; Pic 4 (3-7-1-4), $4,614.00; Pic 6 (1/6/10-7-3-7-1-4), 
$1,295.00; Pic 6 (1/6/10-7-3-7-1-4), $79,619.00

THIRTEENTH $100,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3	 Invading Humor	 J. Castellano	 $12.80	 $6.10	 $3.80
5	 Sky Painter	 L. Saez		  $4.60	 $3.50
1	 More Than Less	 R. Napravnik			   $7.30
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Invasor (ARG) - Very Funny by Distorted Humor
Owner: Bloodlines Racing Partnerships. Trainer: Bruce Levine. 
Breeder: Dr. James Randall Mcglinn (NY). Time: 1:44.20.
Daily Double (4-3), $199.00; Exacta (3-5), $59.00; Superfecta (3-5-1-2), $5,263.00; Trifecta 
(3-5-1), $613.00; Pic 3 (1-4-3), $1,687.00

FOURTEENTH $90,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
5	 Morning Calm	 J. Castellano	 $8.80	 $4.60	 $3.40
2	 Macagone	 L. Saez		  $5.90	 $4.30
10	 Bluegrass Flash	 I. Ortiz, Jr.			   $4.60
B Colt 2011, by Broken Vow - Krakowviak by Tale of the Cat
Owner: Great Hill Stables. Trainer: Michelle Nihei. Breeder: Gallagher’s Stud (NY).
Time: 1:43.20. 
Daily Double (3-5), $68.00; Exacta (5-2), $46.40; Superfecta (5-2-10-8), $1,625.00; Trifecta 
(5-2-10), $233.00; Pic 3 (4-3-5), $1,215.00; Pic 4 (1-4-3-5), $7,469.00

Attendance: 46,557
On Track Handle: 10,850,893

Inter-State Handle: 29,056,305

Copyright 2014 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Racing  
to the  

Future…
Join a young, enthusiastic,  

experienced trainer and  
his team as we launch our  
stable in October, 2014...  
either as an owner or join  

one of our partnerships. 

Henry Spiller Racing
• 11 years at Godolphin -  

7 years as assistant trainer at 
Belmont Park 

• 23 GI winners during that time

• Experience in USA, Australia,  
England, Dubai and Ireland 

Henry Spiller Racing
Saffron House
Hamilton Road

Newmarket, United Kingdom
henryspillerracing@gmail.com

+011 44 778 626 3997

One year removed 
from bidding for a 
sweep of the Big Apple 
Triple and its big bo-
nus, Mike Hushion is back with another big 
chance in the $250,000 Albany Stakes that 
headlines today’s inaugural Saratoga Showcase 
program for New York-breds. 

Barry Schwartz’s homebred Captain Serious 
is the trainer’s entrant in the 1 1/8-mile Albany. 
The Successful Appeal gelding is the 9-5 favor-
ite against eight other 3-year-old state-breds as 
he makes his two-turn debut. Out of the rain 
before the big Travers weekend got underway 
and finding races to enter today and Monday, 
Hushion summed up his chances in a way only 
he can. 

“What the heck do I know?” he joked as he 
scanned an overnight for extras. 

Shrewd as ever, Hushion undoubtedly 
knows the answer to how Captain Serious will 
fare in the Albany and the gelding’s previous 
five races might be an indicator, too. 

Captain Serious ripped through his first 
three starts, including a 3-length victory in the 
Mike Lee Stakes during the first of three special state-bred 
racing cards in the May 31 Big Apple Showcase at Belmont 
Park. Amberjack won last year’s Mike Lee and then added 
the New York Derby before coming to Saratoga with a 
chance to sweep the Big Apple Triple and take down the 
$250,000 before he finished second to Escapefromreality. 

Hushion had a thought that Captain Serious might han-
dle a distance of ground even before he won the Mike Lee, 
going back to his knowledge of the gelding’s family. He 
trained his dam, the stakes-placed Mr. Greeley mare Ma-
dame Diva and considers her one of his all-time favorites. 

Hushion ventured to open company next with Captain 
Serious and he finished second, beaten three quarters of 
a length by Kid Cruz in the Grade 3 Dwyer going 1 1/16 
miles. The Grade 2 Jim Dandy was considered for Cap-
tain Serious’ next start, but Hushion opted instead for 
the Grade 2 Amsterdam going 6 1/2 furlongs the same 
day. Captain Serious finished third behind Coup de Grace 
and C. Zee, beaten 5 lengths, and goes back to a route of 
ground today. 

“He’s a good horse and his mile and a sixteenth race 
wasn’t a disappointment considering everything,” Hush-
ion said in reference to the Dwyer, where Captain Serious 

drifted out in the stretch. “So we’re going into this one 
positive. How’s that?”

No sweep of the Big Apple Triple is in the offing today 
and there wasn’t a bonus in place this year. The Albany 
still shapes up as a strong headliner to the six-stakes pro-
gram that also includes the Funny Cide and Seeking the 
Ante for 2-year-olds, West Point and Yaddo on the grass 
and Fleet Indian for 3-year-old fillies on the main track. 

Empire Dreams won the New York Derby July 12 at 
Finger Lakes after chasing Captain Serious home second 
in the Mike Lee. The 1 1/16-mile was the Patriot Act colt’s 
first start around two turns and he won by 2 ¼ lengths 
over the subsequently disqualified Fox Rox and Eye Luv 
Lulu, who both return today. 

“It looks like he really appreciated the two turns,” said 
Tom Albertrani, who trains Empire Dreams for West Point 
Thoroughbreds. “The added distance seemed to really 
help him as well. We are pretty optimistic that he should 
run a good race this weekend.

“I looked at the race and I think we stack up right in 
there with the rest of them. I think he’ll be pretty tough to 
beat myself.”

Lauren King/NYRA Photo
Captain Serious is unbeaten in New York-bred company and graded stakes placed.

Heavy favorite
tackles two turns

for Hushion  
BY TOM LAW

ALBANY 
PREVIEW

Serious Business

See ALBANY page 31 
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John Velazquez, who rode Empire 
Dreams in the Mike Lee, is back aboard 
the 3-1 second choice for the Albany. 

Kathy Ritvo, who nearly won Satur-
day’s Grade 1 King’s Bishop with Flor-
ida shipper Fast Anna, is back at the 
plate today with Little Daddy. 

The son of Scat Daddy has raced 
exclusively at Gulfstream Park against 
open company in his five starts, includ-
ing back-to-back wins in March to start 
his career. He placed in a pair of stakes 
next and comes off a close fourth be-
hind C. Zee, Casiguapo and next-out 
winner Victory Nor Defeat in the Cher-
okee Run Stakes. Little Daddy races for 
Priscilla Vaccarezza and was previously 
trained in Florida by her husband Car-
lo Vaccarezza, those two best known 
for campaigning 2012 Breeders’ Cup 
Turf winner Little Mike. 

“He’s been running with open hors-
es in Florida,” Ritvo said. “I just ba-
sically brought him. The Vaccarezzas 
said ‘if you were going up there for a 
stakes race, will you take him?’ I have 
confidence that hopefully we can do a 
good job for them.”

Ritvo breezed Little Daddy twice 
since he arrived in early August, in-
cluding 5 furlongs in a bullet :59.50 
last Sunday. 

“He’s honest. He’s had two good 
works over the racetrack and he’s 
stretching out now,” Ritvo said. 

Little Daddy is playful, too. At least 
he was Friday morning. Before Ritvo 
took Fast Anna to train Little Daddy 
played his own version of peek-a-boo 
as he stood with his head outside the 
stall and hid behind his hay net. He 
would briefly open his eye and lift his 
head up a little, and then shove it right 
behind the bale as if he was shy. 

“Look at what he’s doing,” Ritvo 
said. “I don’t know why he does that. 
This is what he does. He rests over in 
the corner same thing. He takes care of 
himself pretty good.”

Others in the Albany field include 
Free Mugatu, second in a division of 
the New York Stallion Series Aug. 4; 
and Eye Luv Lulu, moved up to second 
in the New York Derby. So Lonesome 
also returns to the state-bred ranks af-
ter finishing sixth in the Grade 2 Hall 
of Fame on the grass. Effinex makes his 
first start for Travers-winning trainer 
Jimmy Jerkens. 

Albany –
 Continued from page 30
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Going two turns for the first or 
second time can be tricky. So, it’s 
anyone’s guess how a group of nine 
3-year-old New York-bred fillies will 
handle the challenge of 1 1/8 miles in 
today’s $200,000 Fleet Indian Stakes.

Well-known Finger Lakes trainer 
M. Anthony Ferraro, for one, has had 
this race circled for a while for his 
Bandini filly Alwaysinstilettos.

“I think her best distance is going 
around two turns,” Ferraro said. “We 
will definitely be a factor.”

Alwaysinstilettos started her ca-
reer at Saratoga last summer with a 

third behind Artemis Agrotera, who 
won the Grade 1 Frizette Stakes in 
her next start. Ferraro’s filly added 
Lasix for her second start and won 
the Lady Finger Stakes for longtime 
Ferraro owner Langpap Stable. The 
connections also owned and raced 
Alwaysinstilettos’ mother, the Belong 
to Me mare Always Belong, who won 
four times going longer than a mile.

“I had (Alwaysinstilettos’) mom 
and her mom went long,” Ferraro 
said. “She could go long and short.”

While Alwaysinstilettos hasn’t won 

past 6 furlongs yet, she ran a coura-
geous race last out in the 1 1/16 miles 
New York Oaks at Finger Lakes. Al-
waysinstilettos led early on before 
dueling with, and eventually getting 
passed nearing the wire by, fellow 
Fleet Indian entrant Flipcup. Storied 

Lady, another filly who will go in the 
Fleet Indian, rallied late for third. The 
top three from the New York Oaks 
were separated by just a neck.

Tod Marks
Star Gazing seeks her second win of the meet for trainer Jimmy Jerkens.

BY DAN TORDJMAN FLEET INDIAN PREVIEW

A Question
of Distance

Top three from New York Oaks 
need an answer for 9 furlongs

See FLEET INDIAN page 33 
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“Both of those horses would be of 
concern, but that was our first time 
going two turns,” Ferraro said. “So, 
I would expect my filly to move for-
ward, as well.”

Flipcup, trained by Bill Mott for 
owner and breeder Team Penney Rac-
ing and Wachtel Stable and Brous 
Stable, figures to be one of the fa-
vorites. The filly by Milwaukee Brew 
out of the Touch Gold mare Dream 
Affair would seem to be well suited 
for the 9-furlong trip. She just missed 
by a half-length in the Eternal Search 
Stakes at 1 1/16 miles on Woodbine’s 
Polytrack Aug. 2.

Storied Lady also has plenty of 
distance in her pedigree. In fact, the 
daughter of Read the Footnotes was 
running best of all in the late stages 
of the New York Oaks. The extra 
sixteenth she’ll get in the Fleet Indian 
might be the trick. 

“I think she fits well,” said John 
Hertler, who trains Storied Lady for 
Tri County Stables. “She’s beaten 
most of the horses who will be in here 
and she’s doing really well.”

Not only did Storied Lady previ-

ously beat Flipcup in the Bouwerie 
Stakes in May at Belmont, she was 
also 10 3/4 lengths clear of Jcs Amer-
ican Dream in the New York Oaks. 
Billy Turner sends that filly by Cat-
ienus back out for owner Shooting 
Star Stable.

The sizzling Chester and Mary 
Broman appear to have another bul-

let to fire in the Fleet Indian with Sky 
Mesa filly Star Grazing. Trained by 
Jimmy Jerkens, she aced her first test 
around two turns last out, winning a 
1 1/8-mile allowance for state-breds 
Aug. 2.

The only other horse in today’s race 
to win at 9 furlongs is Patricia Gener-
azio’s homebred Lucky Nancy E. for 

trainer Jim Ryerson. The daughter 
of Disco Rico scored over a muddy 
track last out in a July 27 allowance 
at Saratoga. Canal Six, owned and 
bred by My Meadowview Farm, fin-
ished fifth in that race. But the Noble 
Causeway filly had not been out since 
breaking her maiden impressively last 
November and Canal Six enters the 
Fleet Indian as something of a wild 
card.

“She’s doing great,” said train-
er Tom Morley. “She did need some 
time after her 2-year-old career but 
she’s come back in really good form. 
I needed to get a race into her before 
this stake but this has been the target 
all year. I knew that going into that 
last allowance race, she would get 
tired but I needed to get a race into 
her.”

Others entered in the Fleet Indian 
are the lightly raced Desert Valentine, 
stretching out for Gary Contessa from 
6 1/2 furlongs after winning her first 
two races, including an allowance 
at Saratoga Aug. 13; and the speedy 
Easy Living, a daughter of Big Brown 
trained by Christophe Clement for 
Cheyenne Stables, who tries state-
bred stakes company for the second 
time after tiring last out to finish fifth 
in the Saratoga Dew Stakes.

Fleet Indian –
 Continued from page 32

Adam Coglianese/NYRA Photo
Second in a stakes at Woodbine last out, Flipcup eyes her fifth career win.
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every taste tells a story
the savory pantry

Thoroughbred 
Retirement 
Foundation

www.trfinc.org 
(518) 226-0028

When the racing tack comes off for good, 
good things happen.

For over 30 years, the TRF has given ex-racehorses 
second careers as show horses, trail horses, and 
teachers in TRF Second Chances, its innovative 
prison program. 
Support compassionate aftercare and second 
chances for horses and people with a gift to the 
TRF today.Debby Thomas/Animal Art And Photography

Turning for home, it looked like a 
done deal. There was less than a quar-
ter of a mile to go in the Aug. 2 De La 
Rose Stakes and Dayatthespa was on 
the lead. This was, after all, Sarato-
ga – a track at which the 5-year-old 
daughter of City Zip had never lost 
– and everyone watching had to be 
experiencing déjà vu. 

But unlike her three prior races at 
Saratoga, Dayatthespa wouldn’t get 
her picture taken. Instead, she was 
run down in the final sixteenth by 
Filimbi. Dayatthespa held on for sec-
ond, 1 3/4 lengths behind Filimbi, in 
her first career loss at Saratoga.

“She got a little tired there towards 
the end,” trainer Chad Brown said of 
Dayattthespa. “She’s fitter and stron-
ger now going second time around 
here at the meet.”

Her second start – and her first 
shot at bouncing back – comes in to-
day’s $150,000 Yaddo Stakes for New 
York-bred fillies and mares. Owned by 
Jerry Frankel, Ronald Frankel, Steve 
Laymon and Pete Bradley, Dayatthes-
pa won last year’s Yaddo, covering 1 
1/16 miles on the turf in 1:42.57. The 
mare’s Saratoga resume also includes 
wins in the Riskaverse Stakes in 2012 
and a maiden turf sprint in 2011.

“It’s such a difficult meet to win at 
and for any horse to be able to win 
up here four years in a row is very 
hard,” Brown said. “So, we’ll give her 
a chance to do it. She loves the course 
up here and she seems to be rounding 
right back into top form.”

Tod Marks
Third in the Grade 1 Diana last month, Discreet Marq eyes her first win of 2014. 

BY DAN TORDJMAN YADDO PREVIEW

Small & Select
Grade 1 winners Dayatthespa,  
Discreet Marq look to rebound

See YADDO page 35 
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While Dayatthespa is winless since last year’s 
Yaddo, she hasn’t had many chances. The De La 
Rose was her first start of 2014. She got an eight-
month break after running fourth in the Grade 1 
Matriarch Stakes last December at Hollywood 
Park. Brown said earlier this meet that Dayatthespa 
came out of the Matriarch with some issues. 

Dayatthespa, who was entered and scratched 
from Saturday’s Grade 2 Ballston Spa because her 
connections wanted to run the mare on firmer turf, 
looked like her old self in the De La Rose. 

Any improvement off of that effort should again 
put her in the thick of the Yaddo.

She will get stiff challenges from several classy 
mares entered in the race and some who might 
contest the pace with her. One of those is fellow 
Grade 1 winner Discreet Marq. The Christophe 
Clement-trained Discreet Cat filly finished third last 
out, beaten just a half length, in the Grade 1 Diana 
Stakes July 19.

“I know we got beat but it was a good effort,” 
said Christophe Lorieul, Clement’s assistant. “She 
just got beat the last sixteenth of a mile and she al-
ways tries hard. So, we’re just trying to get her back 
to an easier spot.”

Discreet Marq, bred and owned by Patricia Gen-
erazio, has faced Grade 1 competition in each of 

her last four starts dating back to last year’s Matri-
arch. She finished second in that race, a mere nose 
behind the winner Egg Drop. The gray filly experi-
enced some more tough luck in the Jenny Wiley in 
April at Keeneland when she was second and a half 
length shy of Hard Not to Like.

“Since she is a New York-bred, this seems like a 
logical spot to try and win a race this year,” Lorieul 
said. The move to state-bred company doesn’t bring 
much class relief though with the likes of Dayat-
thespa and stakes winner and graded stakes-placed 

Effie Trinket also in the field. 
Owned by Patsy Symons and trained by Rick 

Violette, Effie Trinket finished sixth last out in the 
Grade 3 Dr. James Penny Memorial Handicap July 
8 at Parx. Prior to that race, the 4-year-old Freud 
filly ran out of ground, trying to chase down Mah 
Jong Maddnes in the Mount Vernon Stakes, going 
1 mile on the turf during the Big Apple Showcase 
card May 31 at Belmont. 

After winning the Mount Vernon gate-to-wire, 
Mah Jong Maddnes came back to finish second 
over a yielding turf in the July 4 Perfect Sting Stakes 
at Belmont.

“She looks as good physically right now as she’s 
ever looked,” said John Morrison, who trains Mah 
Jong Maddnes for owner/breeder Very Un Stable. 
“But this is a pretty salty field from top to bottom. 
This is a New York-bred stake and between (Dis-
creet Marq, Dayatthespa), Effie Trinket and us, this 
is more like a graded stakes, to be honest with you.”

A 5-year-old daughter of Freud, Mah Jong 
Maddnes has racked up six wins in 24 starts. Four 
of the wins have come in the past year and five of 
the wins have been at Belmont. Mah Jong Maddnes 
has yet to hit the board in four tries at Saratoga.

Others entered in the Yaddo include the Mike 
Maker-trained Miz Owell, who finished 7th in the 
Mount Vernon Stakes; and Unbelievable Dream, 
winless in her last 11 starts dating back to last April 
when she took the Grade 3 Appalachian Stakes on 
the turf at Keeneland for Barclay Tagg.

Yaddo –
 Continued from page 34

Tod Marks
Dayathespa seeks her second consecutive Yaddo. 
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If Gary Contessa played soccer he 
would have thrown the yellow card at 
the break of the Grade 3 Schuylerville 
on Opening Day of Saratoga.

“She got absolutely destroyed at 
the break we should have called foul,” 
said Contessa of his New York-bred 
2-year-old filly Evrybdymstgetstonz. 
“If you watch the head-on of her race 
she lost her race at the break, given 
a fair break I think she’s going to be 
very tough.” 

A fair break and a drop in class 
could make the difference. Owned by 
McConnell Racing Stable’s and Dar-
lene Bilinski, Evrybdymstgetstonz re-
turns to the New York-bred division 
in today’s fifth race, the Seeking The 

Ante, a stakes for New York-bred 
2-year-old fillies.

 After being bumped on both sides 
coming out of the gate in the Schuy-
lerville, Evrybdymstgetstonz finished 
fourth. The daughter of Bustin Stones 
won her first start at Belmont July 2 
by breaking on top and never looking 
back to win gate-to-wire by 6 lengths. 
With her performance in her first race, 
Contessa has no concerns breaking 
on the rail in the Seeking The Ante. 

“I don’t mind,” Contessa said. 
“The first time I was like, ‘damn 
we have the one post,’ but she just 
jumped right out of there, very fast 
gate horse.” 

The filly bolstered Contessa’s con-
fidence Friday morning when she shot 
out of the gate like a baseball from 
the hand of Mariano Rivera.  

“Hopefully she’s back in business,” 
Contessa said. “I would expect her to 
be on the lead and hopefully that’s the 

game plan.”
John Velazquez rides for the first 

time.
Quick Reward made a 1,500-mile 

trip for the Seeking The Ante, arriving 

Tod Marks
Evrybdymstgetstonz exits a troubled try in the Schuylerville for trainer Gary Contessa.

BY KRISTIN BRENNAN SEEKING THE ANTE PREVIEW

Fouled Up
Evrybdymstgetstonz earns a
second chance for Contessa barn

See SEEKING THE ANTE page 37 

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey



37Sunday, August 24, 2014 The Saratoga Special

Conveniently located 10 minutes from the Kingston/Rhinecliff Bridge

26 Losee Lane, Rhinebeck, New York 12572
Tel (845) 876-7085 • Fax (845) 876-8611 • www.rhinebeckequine.com

90 

87 

SaratogaSaratoga

Rhinebeck 
Equine 
Rhinebeck 
Equine 

NYC NYC 

Our specialists provide the medical and 
surgical services your horse needs

24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK

365 DAYS A YEAR

Laura H. Javsicas, VMD, DACVIM
Gus A. Abuja, DVM, DACVS

James N. Nutt, VMD, DACVS

When your horse needs help...

Wednesday from Miami. There was one newly bed-
ded stall in the stakes barn with the red webbings 
representing Shadybrook Farm of Ocala. Trainer 
Michael Yates awaited the filly’s arrival. Quick Re-
ward broke her maiden first time out in June only 
to fail in the Cassidy Stakes a month later. The 
daughter of Grand Reward trailed the field in the 5 
½-furlong stakes finishing last of 12.

“She kind of fell asleep in the gate and got left, 
shuffled back and it was over before she knew it,” 
Yates said. 

The stretch in distance of one furlong from the 
stakes is the only concern Yates has for Quick Re-
ward. 

“I’m not convinced the distance is going to be 
in her favor but she’s trained really well for it oth-
erwise she wouldn’t be shipping up to run,” Yates 
said. 

Quick Reward is running for owner and breeder 
Robert Ross, a long-time family friend and client 
of Yates’.

“My father broke and trained horses for him 
when I was a kid,” Yates said. “I actually broke 
my first racehorse for him when I was maybe 12 
or 13 years old, that was a long time ago, he’s a 
wonderful man.” 

A few years ago Yates recommended moving 
Ross’ mares to New York for the New York-bred 
program. Ross did as suggested. The weanlings 

ship down to Ocala to continue growing and in the 
following year start breaking and training. Being 
back in her native state, Quick Reward hopes to 
notch her first stakes win. 

Yates wanted an outside post for the filly to be 
able to break and stalk the pace, he drew the four 
post but still hopes the filly can get up in time. An-
gel Arroyo will be riding the filly in her Saratoga 
Debut. 

Rick Violette saddles a second 2-year-old for 
owner and breeder Ralph Evans on the Sunday 

stakes card. Graeme Crackers broke her maiden at 
the spa in mid July in a 5 ½-furlong sprint. 

“The longer distance will suit her better, she 
was very professional first time out and got head-
ed down on the inside and was pretty valiant and 
went on,” Violette said. “She still won it and kind 
of drew off. I think the further we go the better.” 

Violette hopes the daughter of Macho Uno will 
be sitting behind the pace again for the Seeking The 
Ante.

“I hope there are a couple of serious speed hors-
es so they can kind of work on each other and we 
can sit in the cat bird seat,” Violette said. “I guess 
Jimmy Jerkens has a pretty fast filly who won first 
time out and kind of sprinted away from everybody 
so I hope there’ somebody there to entertain her for 
a while.”

Jerkens does indeed have a fast filly for own-
ers Chester and Mary Broman. Hard to Stay Not-
go won wire-to-wire, drawing away by an easy 5 
lengths in 1:11.56. Junior Alvarado who guided the 
More Than Ready filly to her first victory earlier 
this month will be aboard again. 

Completing the field is Nonna Jo who like many 
in this race broke her maiden earlier at the meet. It 
was a glorious victory for owner and breeder Vin-
cent Vivolo of Lianna Stables who named the filly 
in honor of his grandmother. Breaking from the 
outside post Rick Schosberg sends out Clear Stars 
Stable’s Myfourchix who finished second to Nonna 
Jo in the 5-furlong maiden. The Henny Hughes fil-
ly set the pace in the previous race, giving way to 
Nonna Jo in the final furlong.

Seeking The Ante –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
Nonna Jo enters off a win here July 30 for trainer Neil Ter-
racciano.
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David Donk has been around for 
long enough and won in enough big 
spots that you might not expect the 
longtime New York-based trainer to 
experience much stress heading into 
a race. But as he sends out graded 
stakes winner King Kreesa for the first 
time in today’s $150,000 West Point 
Stakes, Donk feels the weight of ex-
pectation.

“He’s a horse with an awful lot of 
class,” Donk said earlier this week. 
“(Former trainer) Jeremiah (Engle-
hart) did a very good job with him. 
The pressure is on me to equal that.”

The 1 1/16-mile turf test for older 
New York-breds will be King Kree-
sa’s first race since a disappointing 
12th place finish in a field of 14 in 

the Group 1 Hong Kong Mile at Sha 
Tin Racecourse last December. Own-
ers Gerald and Susan Kresa moved 
the 5-year-old son of King Cugat 
to Donk’s barn a few months later. 
Shortly thereafter, Donk discovered 
that the horse had a quarter crack, 
which would limit his training in late 
spring and the early part of this sum-
mer.

“Once I started breezing him, I 
wasn’t sure how long it would take 
to get him into conditioning to run,” 
Donk said. “But he’s come to hand 
pretty quickly. His last few breezes 
have gone pretty well.”

Tod Marks
King Kreesa makes his first start for trainer David Donk in today’s West Point.

BY DAN TORDJMAN WEST POINT PREVIEW

Back Class
Graded winner King Kreesa 
ends layoff in 1st start for Donk 

See WEST POINT page 39 
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The West Point is the time to see how that work 
translates into actual race competition, which the 
gelding hasn’t seen in more than eight months. He 
does have plenty of back-class to call on, having won 
the Grade 3 Poker Stakes last July at Belmont and 
finishing second and 1 1/4 lengths behind two-time 
Horse of the Year Wise Dan in the Grade 2 Fourstar-
dave Handicap on the Saratoga turf last August. 

“It’s obviously his style to be on the pace, which 
is a little harder to do off the layoff ... but listen, 
he’s trained very well,” Donk said. “He’s obviously 
a horse with a lot of quality and with a very good 
record behind him.”

While winless in three starts at Saratoga, King 
Kreesa’s career record includes five stakes wins and 
lifetime earnings of $657,370 in 18 starts. His earn-
ings per race ($36,257) is best of any entered in 
the West Point, including last year’s winner Hang-
over Kid. That 6-year-old son of Lemon Drop Kid, 
owned by Four Tags Stable and trained by Jason 
Servis, is back again this year off of an impressive 
score in the Grade 2 Bowling Green Handicap July 
12 at Belmont.

Another contender is Lubash, the winner of the 
2012 West Point Stakes. Trained by Christophe 
Clement for owner and breeder Aliyu Ben J Stable, 
Lubash finished fourth in this race last year, beaten 
1 1/2 lengths. In six races since then, the 7-year-old 
turf warrior by Freud hasn’t finished off the board. 

He comes out of an easy $75,000 allowance score 
against state-breds July 13 at 1 1/16 miles on the 
Belmont turf.

Barrel of Love and Notacatbutallama, second 
and third, respectively, in the same race Lubash ex-
its, are also entered in the West Point. A 7-year-old 
gelding by Not for Love out of the Broad Brush 
mare Wide Barrel, Barrel of Love will be making his 
40th career start for owner and breeder Tri County 
Stables. He finished last in this race in 2013 and 
hasn’t placed in stakes company since the 2012 
Mohawk Stakes at Belmont. However, trainer John 

Hertler was impressed by the horse’s runner-up fin-
ish earlier in the Saratoga meet to Notacatbutalla-
ma going 1 mile on the turf.

“He’s 7 years old and has never been any sharp-
er,” Hertler said. “He finished second his last two 
starts and they were both excellent fields. We’re 
hoping for a good trip and the same kind of per-
formance.”

Rounding out the West Point field is the Michelle 
Nevin-trained Street Game, who finished fifth in 
2012 West Point and eighth in 2013. Sir Leslie is 
entered for the main track only for Phil Serpe.

Tod Marks
Hangover Kid seeks a repeat win in the West Point.

West Point –
 Continued from page 38
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Will Take Charge, winning the 
2013 Clark Handicap

Ben Huffman, Racing Secretary: 502-638-3820
Dan Bork, Stakes Coordinator: 502-638-3806

Fax: 502-638-3915

2014 Fall Stakes Schedule
CHILUKKI (GII)

RIVER CITY HANDICAP (GIII)

MRS. REVERE (GII)

COMMONWEALTH TURF (GIII)

CARDINAL HANDICAP (GIII)

FALLS CITY HANDICAP (GII)

CLARK HANDICAP (GI)

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII)
2015 KY Derby Point Race

GOLDEN ROD (GII)
2015 KY Oaks Point Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 1
$200,000 
Fillies & Mares , Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 15
($200 nomination Fee) 
1 Mile

Runs Sat., Nov. 8
$100,000 
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Oct. 22
($100 nomination Fee) 
1 1/8 Miles Turf

Runs Sat., Nov. 15
$200,000 
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Oct. 29
($200 nomination Fee) 
1 1/16 Miles Turf

Runs Sat., Nov. 15
$100,000 
Three Year Olds

Closes Oct. 29
($100 nomination Fee) 
1 1/16 Miles Turf

Runs Sat., Nov. 22
$100,000 
Fillies and Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 5
($100 nomination Fee) 
1 1/8 Miles Turf

Runs Thurs., Nov. 27
$200,000 
Fillies and Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 12
($200 nomination Fee) 
1 1/8 Miles 

Runs Fri., Nov. 28
$500,000 
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 12
($300 nomination Fee) 
1 1/8 Miles 

Runs Sat., Nov. 29
$200,000 
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 12
($200 nomination Fee) 
1 1/16 Miles 

Runs Sat., Nov. 29
$200,000 
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 12
($200 nomination Fee) 
1 1/16 Miles 

It was rainy and quiet Thursday 
morning on the Oklahoma side of the 
Saratoga Race Course grounds and a 
small pond formed near the hot walk-
ing area of Barn 42, ripples forming 
on the surface from water falling off 
surrounding trees. 

A chestnut colt stuck his head out of 
his stall, a white stripe going from fore-
head all the way through the left nostril, 
ears pricked, looking for one thing. 

“He wants you to give him a 
mint,” trainer Michael Mareina said 
of Bustin It, one of five juveniles en-
tered for today’s $200,000 Funny 
Cide Stakes. “He won’t walk if he 
sees me here. He’ll stop until he gets 
it. The hotwalkers, they would try to 
pull him and I would just tell them, 
‘wait, he’s not going to go anywhere 
till he gets his mint, he’s smarter than 
you guys.’ ” 

Bustin It is not only smart enough 
to pause for his treat, he is a profes-
sional at giving an innocent look that 
says, “just one more please,” and 
anyone who looks at the begging eye 
seems to oblige. 

The 2-year-old son of Bustin Stones 
also has a soft spot with Mareina.

“He’s even tempered,” Mareina 
said. “Nothing fazes him. He’s one 
you would like to train a bunch of 
them. He never does anything wrong, 
always a good boy.” 

Mareina purchased Bustin It for 
himself, Kuehne Racing and Stephen 
Barberino owner of SJB Stable for 
$70,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga New York-bred yearling 
sale. The colt was the trainer’s his first 
New York-bred purchase. 

“He was small when I bought him 
and he’s grown up nicely,” Mareina 
said. “He was a late May baby. When 
my owner first saw him he said, ‘that’s 
nice, you bought a midget.’ When he 
saw him after he was broke I said, 
‘don’t worry abut this midget, he can 
run.’ ” 

Mareina bought Bustin It’s 
full-brother at this year’s New York-
bred sale for $80,000. He’s small, 

Adam Coglianese/NYRA Photo
Bustin It aims to duplicate his easy stakes win at Belmont July 13.

BY KRISTIN BRENNAN FUNNY CIDE PREVIEW

Sweet Seeker
Stakes winner Bustin It among 
field of five impressive winners

See FUNNY CIDE page 41 
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“The horse dreams  
of flying in the air  

like a gust of wind on  
an abandoned  

Christmas tree. . .”

Read about Triple 
Crown winner 
Secretariat in a  
form you’ve never 
experienced, the 
poetry of Lyn 
Lifshin. 
Available at  
amazon.com and 
fine bookstores. 

“Not only does 
Lifshin penetrate the  

physical genius of this super 
horse, she feels out Secretariat’s 
noble spirit from birth onward –
greatness – his heightened  
perfection, sensitivity, sense of 
pride and authority.”

– Laura Chester

too, and Mareina hopes he can run 
like his older brother. 

Bustin It was second in his debut, 
finishing 5 ½ lengths behind the Todd 
Pletcher-trained Nonna’s Boy in an 
open-company maiden June 13 at 
Belmont Park. 

 “He ran into a real speedy horse 
there of Todd’s and that horse actu-
ally led for 5 or 5 1/2 in the (Grade 2 
Saratoga Special before finishing sev-
enth) here so he’s extremely quick,” 
Mareina said. 

Bustin It bounced back from that 
race to win the $122,000 Rockville 
Centre Stakes for state-breds July 13. 
The mint-seeking colt won gate-to-
wire, leaving runner-up International 
Star 7 lengths behind. The Rockville 
Centre was the type of performance 
that gave Mareina the confidence to 
enter the colt in the inaugural Funny 
Cide going 6 ½ furlongs. 

Bustin It has been training in Sara-
toga since May so all his prep for 
the Funny Cide has been done in his 
“backyard” according to Mareina.

“He’s coming into this really 
good,” he said. “Everything is the 
same, I haven’t done anything rad-
ically different with him. I gave him 
a real easy work after his first work 
back from that race, then I tightened 
the screws a little bit.” 

Bustin It will face another Pletcher 
trainee in the Funny Cide in Bullhead-
ed Boy, a son of Whitney winner Bull-
sbay who won his debut July 31 as 
the odds-on favorite. Bullheaded Boy 
is the 7-2 third choice behind the 2-1 
Bustin It and the 8-5 favorite Upstart. 

Like Bullheaded Boy, Upstart and 
Tax Package, Good Luck Gus broke 

his maiden at the meet. The son of 
Lookin At Lucky runs back for train-
er Rudy Rodriguez and one of the 
meet’s leading ownership partner-
ships of Michael Dubb, Bethlehem 
Stables and The Elkstone Group. 

Rodriguez has small cutout pic-
tures of each of his winners at the 
meet on a wall in his barn office. 
There were nine and eight are for 
partnerships with Dubb involved. 

Three days before the Funny Cide, 
Rodriguez was busy taking calls and 
training horses. The office was filled 
with McDonald’s bags filled with 
pancakes, gifts for the barn staff after 
Wednesday’s victory by Pancakesand-
batter, one of the partnership’s horses. 
Looking at the nominations for the 
Funny Cide, Rodriguez reflected on 
the decision to run Good Luck Gus 
back in the stakes. 

“It’s the best opportunity to run 
him and try to figure out a little more 
about him,” Rodriguez said. “I guess 
that would be a good race for him, 
he look’s like a little bit more of a 
distance horse but I think the 6 1/2, 
that’s the step ahead to go with him.”

Upstart runs back in nine days 
after breaking his maiden Aug. 15. 
Trainer Rick Violette said he wouldn’t 
normally run a horse back as quickly. 

“I really think he’s got a shot to be 
a very nice horse and didn’t want to 
just give away the fall,” Violette said. 
“There’s a lot of nice races. I’m think-
ing about running in the Champagne 
and really didn’t want to run in the 
Champagne after a 5 1/2 race and 
only one race. Win, lose or draw … 
we still have another five or six weeks 
to get to (the Champagne) so that 
timing works out well.”

Tax Package, who won July 20 for 
Chad Brown and Klaravich Stables and 
Bill Lawrence, breaks from the rail.

Funny Cide –
 Continued from page 40

518-581-7830 (main office) • info@lermanlawfirm.com
  64 Woodlawn Avenue  •  Saratoga Springs, NY  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC
Ethan C. Lerman, Esq.

• General Practice of Equine Law
• Steward Hearings & Disciplinary Matters
• Stableman’s Liens and Debt Collection
• Gaming Commision Representation
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RACE 11: Just draw a line through the last of the #5 BORN IN BROOK-
LYN. The gelding was put into a tight spot by Franco, and didn’t ap-
preciate it one bit, as she instantly sought daylight and bolted to the 6 
path, losing all hope. Well, she’ll get that daylight today, as the blinkers 
come off, and you know what --- that race 3 back over a “good” turf 
at The Big A is the best anyone in the body of the race has run.12% 
Schetttino is 20% w/maiden claimers. 15-1 as juicy as the first 2 bites of a 
Bazooka Joe. #12 DREAMBOAT has undergone the Hollywood make-
over : Cuts back, drops down, adds blinkers, and has a bullet in the 
holster. Watch out. #1 BOLD SENATOR chugs along for 3rd. BEATABLE 
FAVORITE: #8 LOTZA HEAT outran his odds and breeding in debut. Ex-
pecting a regression. Off Turf: 8-5-2-6-14 Monday Race 1: 2B-6-5  Beat-
able Favorite: 7
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Sunday, August 24.

1ST (1:00PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Copper Bluff.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... L. Gyarmati................... 8-1
2  ..... 2.............Very Accomplished......... S. Bridgmohan................. C. Baker......................... 3-1
3  ..... 3.............Girlaboutown.................. J. Ortiz.............................. M. Hushion................... 8-5
4  ..... 4.............Saythreehailmary’s.......... T. Rice.............................. J. Morrison................... 6-1
5  ..... 5.............Circular Street................. S. Husbands..................... B. McCall..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Hillbilly Hula Gal.............. A. Worrie.......................... C. Brown, Jr................ 20-1
7  ..... 7.............Aspree............................. P. Rodriguez..................... M. Ferraro................... 15-1
8  ..... 8.............Blithely............................ J. Rosario......................... M. Hennig..................... 5-1

2ND (1:32PM). $200,000, STK - THE FUNNY CIDE, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Tax Package.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
2  ..... 2.............Upstart............................ J. Ortiz.............................. R. Violette, Jr................. 8-5
3  ..... 3.............Good Luck Gus............... J. Rosario......................... R. Rodriguez............... 10-1
4  ..... 4.............Bullheaded Boy............... J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher..................... 7-2
5  ..... 5.............Bustin It.......................... R. Maragh......................... M. Mareina.................... 2-1

3RD (2:04PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO.......Saharan Serenade........... A. Worrie.......................... J. Toscano, Jr.............. 30-1
2  ..... 2.............Quit Smokin.................... T. Rice.............................. J. Hertler..................... 10-1
3  ..... 3.............Super City....................... A. Arroyo.......................... C. O’Brien.................... 15-1
4  ..... 4.............Warm Front..................... J. Ortiz.............................. D. Duggan................... 10-1
5  ..... 5.............Verismilitude................... R. Napravnik..................... S. Asmussen................. 7-2
6  ..... 6.............Graceful Gal.................... J. Velazquez...................... L. O’Brien.................... 10-1
7  ..... 7.............Offlee Good..................... C. Lanerie......................... L. Fisher...................... 20-1
8  ..... 8.............Gu Gu Beans................... J. Castellano..................... A. Quartarolo................. 5-1
9  ..... 9.............Roman Reign.................. D. Davis............................ P. Pugh........................ 10-1
10..... 10...........Barrier to Entry............... R. Maragh......................... P. Kelly.......................... 6-1
11..... 11...........Southern Sunshine......... J. Rosario......................... P. Miller......................... 3-1

4TH (2:37PM). $150,000, STK - THE WEST POINT PRESENTED BY TRUSTCO BANK, 3 YO’S 
& UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Notacatbutallama............ J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher..................... 5-1
2  ..... MTO.......Sir Leslie......................... A. Lezcano........................ P. Serpe......................... 4-1
3  ..... 3.............Barrel of Love.................. M. Franco......................... J. Hertler..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............King Kreesa..................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... D. Donk......................... 2-1
5  ..... 5.............Hangover Kid.................. J. Lezcano........................ J. Servis........................ 5-2
6  ..... 6.............Lubash............................ J. Alvarado....................... C. Clement.................... 3-1
7  ..... 7.............Street Game.................... J. Ortiz.............................. M. Nevin...................... 12-1

5TH (3:10PM). $200,000, STK - THE SEEKING THE ANTE, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Evrybdymstgetstonz....... J. Velazquez...................... G. Contessa................... 8-1
2  ..... 2.............Hard to Stay Notgo......... J. Alvarado....................... J. Jerkens...................... 9-5
3  ..... 3.............Graeme Crackers............. J. Ortiz.............................. R. Violette, Jr................. 6-1
4  ..... 4.............Quick Reward.................. A. Arroyo.......................... M. Yates...................... 15-1
5  ..... 5.............Nonna Jo......................... R. Maragh......................... N. Terracciano............... 2-1
6  ..... 6.............Myfourchix...................... C. Velasquez..................... R. Schosberg................ 4-1

6TH (3:44PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Coviello........................... S. Bridgmohan................. R. Violette, Jr............... 20-1
2  ..... 2.............Slew’s Brew..................... D. Davis............................ J. Falk............................ 7-2
3  ..... 3.............Chasin Chama................. J. Castellano..................... B. Brown..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Forever Utopia................. J. Ortiz.............................. J. Terranova, II.............. 4-1
5  ..... 5.............Sounds of Saratoga........ A. Arroyo.......................... C. Martin..................... 30-1
6  ..... 6.............Hushhushmushmush...... J. Rosario......................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
7  ..... 7.............Fidelius............................ M. Franco......................... G. Weaver................... 20-1
8  ..... 8.............Vischer Ferry................... J. Alvarado....................... A. Kingsley, Jr............. 10-1
9  ..... 9.............Talladega......................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... E. Barker....................... 3-1
10..... 10...........My Friend Keith............... R. Maragh......................... G. Weaver..................... 5-1

7TH (4:18PM). $150,000, STK - THE YADDO, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Effie Trinket..................... J. Ortiz.............................. R. Violette, Jr................. 8-1
2  ..... 2.............Miz Owell........................ R. Napravnik..................... M. Maker..................... 20-1
3  ..... 3.............Unbelievable Dream........ R. Maragh......................... B. Tagg........................ 15-1
4  ..... 4.............Dayatthespa.................... J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 7-5
5  ..... 5.............Discreet Marq................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Clement.................... 6-5
6  ..... 6.............Mah Jong Maddnes........ T. Rice.............................. J. Morrison................. 10-1

8TH (4:52PM). $200,000, STK - THE FLEET INDIAN, 3 YO, F , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Alwaysinstilettos............. P. Rodriguez..................... M. Ferraro..................... 5-1
2  ..... 2.............Lucky Nancy E................ M. Franco......................... J. Ryerson................... 10-1
3  ..... 3.............Storied Lady.................... J. Castellano..................... J. Hertler....................... 7-2
4  ..... 4.............Flipcup............................ R. Maragh......................... W. Mott......................... 3-1
5  ..... 5.............Star Grazing.................... A. Arroyo.......................... J. Jerkens...................... 5-1
6  ..... 6.............Canal Six......................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... T. Morley..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Desert Valentine.............. L. Saez.............................. G. Contessa................... 6-1
8  ..... 8.............Jcs American Dream....... C. Velasquez..................... W. Turner, Jr................ 20-1
9  ..... 9.............Easy Living...................... J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................... 8-1

9TH (5:27PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Missy Bay....................... J. Ortiz.............................. D. Schettino.................. 8-1
2  ..... 2.............Manhattan Gin................. R. Napravnik..................... B. Brown..................... 20-1
3  ..... 3.............All Mine Tonight.............. J. Castellano..................... E. Kenneally................... 7-2
4  ..... 4.............Porvoo............................ W. Garcia.......................... J. DeMola.................... 50-1
5  ..... 5.............Cryptic Comet................. J. Rosario......................... J. Terranova, II............ 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Court Dancer................... J. Rocco, Jr...................... G. Weaver..................... 4-1
7  ..... 7.............Given Fire........................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... M. Nihei......................... 3-1
8  ..... 8.............Summerdale.................... M. Franco......................... J. Englehart................. 15-1
9  ..... 9.............Lakeview Lady................. A. Worrie.......................... J. Hertler..................... 20-1
10..... 10...........Nonnie Connie................. L. Saez.............................. G. Contessa................. 10-1
11..... 11...........Rumble Doll.................... R. Maragh......................... R. Falcone, Jr................ 5-1
12..... 12...........Lady Rhubarb................. T. Rice.............................. G. Gullo....................... 20-1
13..... AE..........Baby B............................. J. Alvarado....................... R. Schosberg.............. 12-1
14..... AE..........So Smart......................... S. Husbands..................... P. Barrow..................... 30-1
15..... AE..........Aesthetique..................... J. Lezcano........................ R. Ribaudo.................... 7-2

10TH (6:04PM). $250,000, STK - THE ALBANY, 3 YO, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Eye Luv Lulu................... M. Luzzi............................ C. Martin..................... 10-1
2  ..... 2.............Little Daddy..................... J. Rosario......................... K. Ritvo......................... 4-1
3  ..... 3.............Free Mugatu.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Terranova, II.............. 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Empire Dreams............... J. Velazquez...................... T. Albertrani................... 3-1
5  ..... 5.............Effinex............................. R. Maragh......................... J. Jerkens.................... 20-1
6  ..... 6.............Captain Serious............... J. Ortiz.............................. M. Hushion................... 9-5
7  ..... 7.............So Lonesome.................. J. Lezcano........................ T. Bush........................ 10-1
8  ..... 8.............Fox Rox........................... P. Rodriguez..................... M. Ferraro................... 12-1

11TH (6:36PM). $52,500, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1.............Bold Senator................... L. Saez.............................. N. Zito........................... 4-1
2  ..... 2.............Cody’s Notes................... D. Davis............................ J. Morrison................... 8-1
3  ..... 3.............Butkennyrun.................... W. Garcia.......................... R. Metivier................... 50-1
4  ..... 4.............The Frood Dude.............. T. Rice.............................. B. Brown..................... 20-1
5  ..... 5.............Born in Brooklyn............. M. Franco......................... D. Schettino................ 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Royalty Reigns................ A. Arroyo.......................... G. Gullo....................... 20-1
7  ..... 7.............Leatherhead Lurie........... C. Velasquez..................... G. DiPrima................... 12-1
8  ..... 8.............Lotza Heat....................... J. Castellano..................... G. DiSanto..................... 3-1
9  ..... 9.............Tsonga............................ A. Lezcano........................ W. Ward...................... 15-1
10..... 10...........My Papa D...................... L. Mejias........................... D. Schettino................ 30-1
11..... 11...........Invasion Point................. R. Napravnik..................... M. Maker....................... 7-2
12..... 12...........Dreamboat...................... P. Rodriguez..................... M. Ferraro..................... 5-1
13..... AE..........Patrolikeachampion........ A. Arroyo.......................... J. Lostritto................... 20-1
14..... AE..........Sole Train........................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... P. Serpe......................... 3-1
15..... AE..........Mad With Fever............... M. Luzzi............................ R. Lugovich................. 20-1
16..... MTO.......Keen’s Cupla................... L. Saez.............................. G. Contessa................... 2-1
Copyright 2014 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Parting Glass RacingParting Glass Racing
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Mornings on the backstretch. Aernoons at the races.  Evenings celebrating. 
Join the Fun and Excitement that is Horse Racing at the Best track in the world.

Join us NOw!

For more information, call or email 877 877 R ACE wiNR ACE wiN • • 877 722 3946
PGR@PartingGlassRacing.com Or Go To: PartingGlassRacing.com
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Top Class TrainersTop Class Trainers

Leading JockeysLeading Jockeys
Racing in NY, LA and FLRacing in NY, LA and FL
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Monday, August 25.

1ST (1:00PM). $150,000, STK - NEW YORK TURF WRITERS CUP, 4&UP, 2 3/8M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 2.............Barnstorming.................. W. McCarthy..................... J. Sheppard................... 5-1
1a ..... 9.............Italian Wedding............... B. Dalton........................... J. Sheppard................... 5-1
2  ..... 3.............Charminster (IRE)........... C. Sloan............................ C. Murphy..................... 7-2
2b .... 6.............For Non Stop (IRE)......... R. Geraghty...................... C. Murphy..................... 7-2
3  ..... 1.............Makari (GB)..................... J. Doyle............................ E. Voss.......................... 2-1
4  ..... 4.............Staying On (IRE)............. P. Young........................... J. Fisher...................... 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Pleasant Woodman......... G. Galligan........................ P. Fout......................... 15-1
6  ..... 7.............All Together..................... S. Jones........................... J. Fisher........................ 8-1
7  ..... 8.............Demonstrative................. R. Walsh........................... R. Valentine................... 3-1

2ND (1:35PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Say Mr. Sandman............ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Englehart................. 10-1
2  ..... 2.............Swell............................... C. DeCarlo........................ P. Pugh.......................... 3-1
3  ..... 3.............Broadway Bay................. J. Bravo............................ B. Brown....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Station Chief................... J. Leparoux....................... G. Contessa................. 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Thnxtomyuncle............... L. Saez.............................. G. Sciacca................... 20-1
6  ..... 6.............Giantinthemoonlite.......... J. Castellano..................... B. Brown....................... 2-1
7  ..... 7.............Cuantos........................... R. Maragh......................... M. Hennig..................... 9-5

3RD (2:08PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Macaroon........................ L. Saez.............................. K. McLaughlin............... 8-1
2  ..... 2.............Magical Moon................. R. Napravnik..................... A. Stall, Jr...................... 5-2
3  ..... 3.............Double the Energy........... C. Velasquez..................... L. Rice......................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Indian Splendor............... J. Ortiz.............................. J. Servis........................ 2-1
5  ..... 5.............Spun Silky....................... J. Castellano..................... N. Saville....................... 4-1
6  ..... 6.............Persnickity...................... R. Maragh......................... J. Toscano, Jr.............. 20-1
7  ..... 7.............Good So Far.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Clement.................... 5-1

4TH (2:41PM). $50,000, MCL $50,000, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Overthespeedlimit........... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... A. Dutrow...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2.............Hundred Percent............. J. Rosario......................... C. Englehart................. 10-1
3  ..... 3.............Mr Classic Seneca........... R. Napravnik..................... S. Asmussen................. 3-1
4  ..... 4.............Dinner Time.................... J. Castellano..................... B. Brown..................... 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Skerkis............................ J. Alvarado....................... K. McPeek................... 15-1
6  ..... 6.............G Five.............................. J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher..................... 5-1
7  ..... 7.............Banker’s Boss................. A. Arroyo.......................... R. Rodriguez................. 6-1
8  ..... 8.............Kool Kat Strut................. C. Lanerie......................... E. Kenneally................... 8-1
9  ..... 9.............Grandpa’s King................ M. Luzzi............................ C. Martin....................... 6-1

5TH (3:14PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............My Senses...................... R. Maragh......................... H. Motion...................... 3-1
2  ..... 2.............Scottish Sweetie............. J. Campbell....................... J. Scott........................ 12-1
3  ..... 3.............Mozambique Gold........... C. Velasquez..................... G. Weaver................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Puca................................ J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott......................... 8-1
5  ..... 5.............Keen Pauline................... J. Rosario......................... D. Romans.................... 8-1
6  ..... 6.............Classy Teacher................ J. Castellano..................... M. Maker....................... 5-1
7  ..... 7.............Ocean Foam.................... C. Lanerie......................... G. Weaver................... 15-1
8  ..... 8.............Complicated.................... R. Napravnik..................... C. McGaughey III........ 15-1
9  ..... 9.............Lady Eli........................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 4-1
10..... 10...........Hail Cornell..................... J. Lezcano........................ W. Mott......................... 6-1
11..... AE..........Thebeatofthestreet.......... J. Rosario......................... C. Brown....................... 5-1
12..... AE..........Zeezee Zoomzoom.......... J. Rocco, Jr...................... A. Tarrant.................... 20-1

6TH (3:47PM). $40,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 6.............Readthebyline................. J. Velazquez...................... B. Brown....................... 5-2
1a ..... 9.............Ancient Rome................. C. Velasquez..................... B. Brown....................... 5-2
2  ..... 1.............Love to Run.................... J. Alvarado....................... J. Kimmel...................... 7-2
3  ..... 2.............Volastic........................... R. Maragh......................... R. Barbara................... 15-1
4  ..... 3.............Joan’s Choice.................. J. Rosario......................... D. Jacobson.................. 4-1
5  ..... 4.............Capital City...................... E. Prado............................ D. Green...................... 15-1
6  ..... 5.............Bemata............................ J. Castellano..................... M. Maker....................... 3-1
7  ..... 7.............Road Agent..................... T. Rice.............................. M. Trombetta............... 12-1
8  ..... 8.............Able Baker Charlie........... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... M. Pino......................... 8-1

7TH (4:20PM). $47,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Saratoga Karaoke............ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Domino..................... 5-1
2  ..... 2.............Lady Luciano................... W. Garcia.......................... J. Vazquez................... 12-1
3  ..... 3.............Zamquick........................ J. Leparoux....................... E. Kenneally................... 2-1
4  ..... 4.............Ever Awesome................ J. Rosario......................... L. Lewis......................... 8-1
5  ..... 5.............Corinthian’s Glory........... J. Castellano..................... G. Iadisernia.................. 8-1
6  ..... 6.............Benny’s Bullet................. J. Ortiz.............................. G. Gullo......................... 4-1
7  ..... 7.............Bossanova Lady.............. L. Saez.............................. K. Grusmark................ 20-1
8  ..... 8.............Dattts Da Boss................ T. Rice.............................. J. Toscano, Jr................ 6-1
9  ..... 9.............Courageous Karen........... C. DeCarlo........................ M. Shevy..................... 20-1

8TH (4:53PM). $88,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Traipse in Utopia............. J. Lezcano........................ M. Hennig..................... 5-1
2  ..... 2.............Piccolo Flats.................... C. Lanerie......................... D. Gargan...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3.............La Dama de Hierro.......... A. Lezcano........................ M. Shevy..................... 30-1
4  ..... MTO.......Shades of Indygo............ J. Lezcano........................ J. Ryerson..................... 7-2
5  ..... 5.............Resolutely....................... A. Serpa............................ J. Milne....................... 30-1
6  ..... 6.............Dixie Gem....................... A. Arroyo.......................... J. Hertler..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Escape to Malibu............. M. Luzzi............................ B. Brown..................... 12-1
8  ..... 8.............Jennys Creek................... J. Castellano..................... C. Martin....................... 4-1
9  ..... 9.............Rose Quartz.................... J. Bravo............................ J. Orseno..................... 10-1
10..... 10...........Maura’s Pass................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Clement.................... 3-1
11..... 11...........Lil’ Zilla........................... C. DeCarlo........................ T. Morley....................... 6-1
12..... MTO.......Confessa......................... T. Rice.............................. D. Gargan...................... 5-2

9TH (5:26PM). $100,000, STK - THE SMART N FANCY, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Kune Kune (GB).............. C. Velasquez..................... J. Nicol........................ 30-1
2  ..... 2.............Quay................................ J. Ortiz.............................. R. Ribaudo.................... 8-1
3  ..... 3.............To My Valentine (FR)....... P. Lopez............................ W. Ward........................ 4-1
4  ..... MTO.......Angel’s Glory................... J. Castellano..................... G. Iadisernia.................. 6-1
5  ..... MTO.......Munnings Sister.............. C. Velasquez..................... B. Tagg.......................... 2-1
6  ..... 6.............Goldstryke Glory............. J. Campbell....................... K. Callaghan................ 12-1
7  ..... 7.............Believe in Charlie............. J. Lezcano........................ T. Bush........................ 20-1
8  ..... 8.............Free as a Bird.................. J. Rosario......................... I. Wilkes........................ 5-2
9  ..... 9.............Stars Above Me (GB)...... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... H. Motion...................... 6-1
10..... 10...........White Sangria................. J. Rocco, Jr...................... T. Bush........................ 15-1
11..... 11...........Madame Giry.................. E. Castro........................... C. Gambolati................. 5-1
12..... 12...........Speedinthruthecity.......... J. Leparoux....................... S. Asmussen................. 6-1

10TH (5:59PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1.............Miss Motivation.............. J. Bravo............................ G. Sciacca..................... 7-2
2  ..... 2.............Dance for Joe.................. M. Luzzi............................ D. Schettino................ 15-1
3  ..... 3.............Kevin’s Steel.................... T. Rice.............................. G. Gullo......................... 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Sheepish......................... A. Lezcano........................ M. Shevy..................... 30-1
5  ..... 5.............Kelly’s Prize..................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... D. Donk......................... 3-1
6  ..... 6.............Truericepudding.............. S. Bridgmohan................. R. Violette, Jr............... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Aviendra.......................... J. Alvarado....................... M. Hennig................... 15-1
8  ..... 8.............Lovely Lanie.................... C. Velasquez..................... C. Englehart................. 10-1
9  ..... 9.............Bi Light of Day................ A. Arroyo.......................... J. Hertler....................... 6-1
10..... 10...........Lutheran Miss................. J. Ortiz.............................. J. Servis........................ 4-1
11..... 11...........Taramislew...................... J. Rocco, Jr...................... J. Schoeneman........... 12-1

MONDAY’S SARATOGA ENTRIES
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Rained out last week, the Grade 1 
New York Turf Writers Cup steeple-
chase kicks off Monday’s card with 
a first post of 1 p.m. The $150,000 
stakes lured the same field of nine, 
though entries and post positions were 
redrawn.

Favoritism goes to Makari, who 
won the A.P. Smithwick at Saratoga 
July 31 and seeks to turn the first Smith-
wick-Turf Writers double since 1999. 
Owned by Merriebelle Stable and 
trained by Elizabeth Voss, the 7-year-
old English import is 2-1 and breaks 
from the inside under Jack Doyle.

Demonstrative (3-1, Robbie Walsh) 
was a nose behind Makari in the Smith-
wick and returns with an eight-pound 
shift in the weights under allowance 
conditions. The 2012 Turf Writers 
winner looks to pass $500,000 in ca-
reer earnings for Jacqueline Ohrstrom 
and trainer Richard Valentine, while 
looking to halt a losing streak at six.

The Irv Naylor/Cyril Murphy entry 
of Charminster and For Non Stop are 
7-2. The former comes off a neck loss 

to Virsito while racing for a $30,000 
tag here July 30. Carol Ann Sloan rides 
the 8-year-old at 142 pounds. Irish-
bred For Non Stop won his American 
debut in April by 27 1/2 lengths and 
finished third in the Grade 1 Iroquois 
going 3 miles in May. The 9-year-old 
hasn’t run since, but kept good com-
pany in England and also gets in light 
at 142 with Ross Geraghty aboard.

Owner/trainer Jonathan Sheppard 
entered Barnstorming and Italian 
Wedding, who are 5-1 on the morning 
line. Both won at Saratoga last year 
and were ninth and sixth  respective-
ly in the Smithwick. Italian Wedding 
won last year’s Turf Writers and teams 
up again with jockey Bernie Dalton. 

Pleasant Woodman (15-1, Gerard 
Galligan) exits a third in the Smith-
wick and will likely be in front early. 
All Together (8-1, Sean Jones) finished 
fourth in the Smithwick and was sec-
ond in last year’s Turf Writers. Fifth in 
the Smithwick, Staying On (12-1, Pad-
dy Young) looks to give Jack Fisher his 
fourth jump win at the meet. 

Tod Marks
Much to the apparent glee of 2013 race winner Italian Wedding, the Grade 1 New York Turf 
Writers Cup was rescheduled for Monday as the first race. Post time is 1 p.m.

Turf Writers back on schedule Every year, the first drink was on Frank…

this year, let’s make the first one on us.

Frank Carcaterra Fundraiser

Tuesday, 8:00 at the Parting Glass. 
40-42 Lake Avenue

Guest Musicians,  Guest Bartenders  and Good Times
The Off Track Band

A 501(c) Thoroughbred Retirement Program

HELP 
       SUPPORT

AT PARTING GLASS PUB 
 AUGUST 26TH 7-10 PM

OUR MISSION
Retraining and rehabilitating  
Off the Track Thoroughbreds  
and finding them loving new  
homes and new careers.

Contact Joanne Willcox to purchase 
tickets, make a

donation or become a sponsor.  
Tickets are $35/person 

rerunottb@gmail.com  
315-637-9455  

FOOD
 BEVERAGES

SILENT  
AUCTION

SALE OF 
MONEIGHS 

(PAINTINGS DONE 
BY HORSES)

MUSIC

Guest Barternders:
Gary Contessa 
Sean Clancy
Carlos Martin
Peter Pugh

Jena Antonucci
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Garrett O’Rourke met Bill Mott at the foot of the 
winner’s circle after the Personal Ensign. Mott has 
a way of silently making people talk, he just kind of 
stares at you until you fill space with observations. 

“She’s just that good,” O’Rourke said. 
Mott smiled. 
Close Hatches is that good. 
She bounded to the lead around the first turn, 

loped along on the lead while posting legitimate 
fractions and overwhelmed six rivals including four-
time Grade 1 winner Princess Of Sylmar. Her talent 
matches her physique, combining to produce the 
best 4-year-old filly in the country. 

Yes, she’s just that good. 
Of course, O’Rourke has known that since the 

daughter of First Defence slid into the world at 
Juddmonte’s Lexington, Ky. farm. 

“Some of them are born that way and other ones 
change and get better,” O’Rourke said. “She was 
obvious from the day she was born, she was every-
body’s pick, ‘That one will be the star.’ ”

Think you can’t see stardom early? Juddmon-
te named Frankel Frankel didn’t they? You don’t 
waste that honor on a doubt. 

“The obvious ones you can tell. Frankel, every-
body raved about him from the day he was born, 
Empire Maker the day he was born,” O’Rourke 
said. “When you do a mating, you have the idea 
of what the ideal would be when you match this 
stallion to this mare and all the physical traits you 
want to match when they come out. So many times 
you’re disappointed and then one day, bang, out 
they come.”

Juddmonte matched Rising Tornado, a sizeable 
daughter of Storm Cat to their homegrown stallion, 
First Defence. Bang –  scope, size and class meet 
scope, size and class. Out comes Close Hatches. Ro-
din couldn’t have done better. 

 “She’s as big as most colts. She’s special,” O’Ro-
urke said from the Trustees’ Room after the Person-
al Ensign. “She looks like First Defence, personality 
wise she has a lot of Storm Cat in her, that aggres-
sive, ‘let’s fight,’ she gets like that even when she’s 
exercising. I think that’s why Bill is so comfortable 
spacing out her races because when she starts to 
exercise in the morning, she puts so much into her 
daily routine, she gets fitter than the average horse.”

And she’s only getting better. 
Last year, Close Hatches won big races, including 

two Grade 1 stakes, and finished second behind Be-
holder in the Breeders’ Cup Distaff. 

This year, she’s undefeated in four starts, over 
three tracks against the best in the game. Physical-
ly, she was hard to fault last year, if you were in-
specting her, you would have written, “good bone, 
medium size, nice walk, great eye” across her ped-
igree page. This year, you wouldn’t write a thing. 
You wouldn’t need a reminder, you’d never forget 
her. She’s exactly what O’Rourke and Juddmonte 
had hoped for when they came up with the mating, 
when they broke her, when they sent her to Mott, 
when they managed her 3-year-old season with pre-
cision and patience.

 “From the size of her, yes, we thought she’d ma-
ture. This much of an improvement, no, this would 
have been our absolutely best-case scenario. I wasn’t 
expecting this,” O’Rourke said. “I will say when 
I saw Princess Of Sylmar and her out there in the 
paddock, the progression from 3 to 4, this filly has 
definitely advanced. Beholder might whip us in No-
vember but Beholder hasn’t grown, she looked great 
at Belmont, but our filly is a much bigger filly.”

Back at the farm, Juddmonte is dreaming about a 
full-brother yearling and a full-sister foal. 

“He’s really nice, he’s big and strong but proba-
bly not quite as big as she was when she was a year-

ling,” O’Rourke 
said. “She has a 
full-sister foal who 
is a clone of her. A 
clone.”

Once a week, 
O’Rourke walks 
through the foal 
barn, going from 
stall to stall, eval-
uating the 2014 
Juddmonte crop.

“You’re nice.”
“You’re nice”
“You’re nice.”
Then he gets to 

the full-sister, stops, takes a deep breath and looks 
back at all the others. 

“Let me reevaluate all of you guys.”
But, still, this is horse racing. Guarantees don’t 

exist, heartbreak does.
“If the full-sister goes out and does this as well, 

whew…anybody who is around horses gets that 
feeling,” O’Rourke said. “But, still, an awful lot of 
those don’t go on, some get injured, there’s still a 
lot of wastage along the way. The ones who go the 
whole way, like this one, you sure do learn to ap-
preciate it.”

Close Hatches notched the 200th Grade/Group 1 
victory for Juddmonte, arguably the greatest breed-
ing/racing stable of our generation. 

Of those 200, some were obvious from day one, 
“…Frankel, everybody raved about him…Empire 
Maker the day he was born…Close Hatches…that 
one will be the star.”

Frankel won 10 Group 1 stakes. Empire Mak-
er accounted for three. Close Hatches has five. And 
counting.

cupofcoffee Bred for ItBY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Garrett O’Rourke and Close Hatches.
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Saratoga’s
Best Bets

Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Radwan, Brown & Company psc

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

certified public accountants

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com
(859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

-Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

139 UNION AVENUE
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY

518.871.1473
THEBROOKTAVERN.COM

Saratoga Glen Farm
QUALITY NEW YORK BREDS

www.saratogaglenfarm.com
Ph: (518) 423-2820 




