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 7 f Favorite Feather 
  Half to FEATHERBED, family of TRUMPET’S BLARE

  89 f HoT ATTRAcTion 
  out of a GSP, family of champion SPRinG in THE AiR

 146 c LA PAScUA 
  out of a SW and multiple stakes producer

  156 f LE RELAiS 
  Half to multiple GSW SoLDAT

 176  f LUciDA 
  out of a half to GSW, family of champion EiLLo

  317 c PLAyFUL RUn 
  Half to GSW SPoRTinG ART, 2nd dam GSW SAFE PLAy

 318 c PLEnTy 
  Family of champion LA VoyAGEUSE

  330  c PRoMPTLy 
  Half to GSW FAnTASTic  ViEW

 336 f PUxA SAco 
  out of a GSW, family of champion Gio PonTi

  350 f QUiET SUMMERniGHT 
  Half to SW, family of GSW niGHT in REno

  382 c Rock cAnDy 
  out of SW Rock cAnDy, family of A PHEnoMEnon

  392 c RUn SARAH RUn 
  Half to G1 SW FiRST DUDE

  430 c SHAHALo 
  Half to GSWs BWAnA cHARLiE & My PAL cHARLiE

  437 c SHooFHA 
  Half to GSW MAGic AMERicA

 450 f SinGLE SoLUTion 
  out of GSW half to G1 SW VAcARE

  455 f SkiPPER TALE 
  out of a sister to GSWs HEART ASHLEy & ASHLEy’S kiTTy

 474 f SonG cAT 
  out of a half to G1 SWs RAnDy cAT & RockinG TRick

  518 f SULTAnA 
  Half to GSW DERBAAS, out of a sister to ALJABR

  584 c TWiSTED TALE 
  Family of G1 SWs cUVEE, TAPiZAR, PADDy o’PRADo

  627 c WinnoWinG  
  Half to GSW and millioniare GoTTA HAVE HER

  649 c ALcHEMiST 
  Half to G1 SP AnD WHy noT, family of G1 SW ALDiZA 

  663 f AnniHiLATion 
  out of SW, family of ninoTcHkA & GSW HoT THonG

  711 c BiSBEE’S PRoSPEcT 
  Half to SP, out of SW half to mutliple stakes producer

  789 c conTESSA HALo 
  Half to multiple GSW kAnTHARoS & two other SWs

 870 c ExcELLERAnT 
  out of multiple SW, family of G1 SW FiRST ALBERT

 871 f ExHiLARATion 
  Half to two SWs, out of SP half to GSW ninoTcHkA

A r c h  –  L i A b L e ,  b y  S e e k i n g  t h e  g o L d

Cataloged Book One  •  Keeneland September

The Leading 
1st Crop 

Sales Sire by 
Average & Median 

––––––––––––––––
Eclipse Champion  

Post Office Box 150    Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150  
Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 987-0008   claibornefarm.com
inquiries TO Bernie sams   e-mail:  bernie@claibornefarm.com
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here&there... at Saratoga

Connie BushGood Travers Morning. Get out there and get your picnic tables people, it’s going to be a great day

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga
“If Pat would turn the radio down, I could hear you.”

Owner/trainer Susan Cooney, about traveling  
with her husband to Saratoga with Ballston Spa entrant Embarr

“Everything’s done. We have to put the tack on her, that’s it. What am I 
going to do to make a difference?”

Trainer Alan Goldberg, on why he might not make it  
to Saratoga for Laughing’s try in the Ballston Spa

“Louie’s Tavern. Fulda, IN.” 
Advertisement on a horse blanket at trainer Merrill Scherer’s barn

“No Program Mooching. Cept the Big M.”
Sign on a tree outside Scherer’s barn

“Let’s get married? Isn’t it usually, ‘We’ve got to get married?’ ”
Scherer, reading Friday’s cover of The Special

“The odds of the California horse going out there and walking the dog are 
almost zilcho.”
Trainer Al Stall on Let Em Shine and the tactics in today’s King’s Bishop

“So do I.”
Assistant Loretta Lusteg, after a security guard said he liked her pony

“What else could you ask for?”
Morning Line Kitchen’s Lucy Meza,

when told we were making money, friends and memories

“You’re not supposed to be walking on the horse path.”
Security guard to Trish McLaughlin, Wednesday morning

“It was a jockeys’ race and we had one of the best on him, the jock did a 
great job.”

Owner Anthony Bonomo, after Javier Castellano won the Albany

“I just pay the bills. I take all the credit when we win and give him all the 
blame when we lose.”

Bonomo, about his son/assistant Anthony Jr. 

Bonomo: “He’s 22…25. He can handle it.”
Bonomo Jr.: “26.”

“You’ve got to send my teacher, Mrs. Whalen, a million words or less about me.”
Nolan Clancy, new seventh-grader

“That’s what they tell me, I don’t keep track when I lose.”
D. Wayne Lukas, when reminded  

he hasn’t won the Travers since 1995
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

www.brookledge.com
HORSE TRANSPORTATION800-523-8143

“It’s like getting on one of Chad Brown’s  
or Kiaran McLaughlin’s, ‘Good luck, have fun  
and smile when you come back for the picture.’  
If it doesn’t work out, there are no long faces.  

They just regroup and go again.”

– Jockey Bernie Dalton, after winning the N.Y. Turf  
Writers Cup for owner/trainer/breeder Jonathan Sheppard

The Chief... Day 29

The New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337  | visit us on Facebook

- Trainer Allen Jerkens

“I had this little scrapbook I made when I was 7 years old and that. It 
was in my old house, I don’t know how I lost it. If I showed you that little 
scrapbook, you would laugh. When I first became a horse bug, I would put 
every, everything I could see and cut out and paste in that book, even the 
advertisements for the harnesses on the Sears Roebuck catalogue. The first 
racehorse was Omaha and I remember ripping it slightly while I was pasting 
it in, so then, I had to push it back in there, you could see it. It was so funny 
to see it later on.”

here&there... Continued from 
previous page

NAMES OF THE DAY

Tod MarksTop Shelf. The well-stocked barn supply room has it all – somebody is a Pine-Sol fan.

WORTH REPEATING

Marriedtothemusic, 4th race. The 3-year-old colt is by Risco Rico out of Significant Other.

Laughing, 10th race. The Irish-bred Diana winner is out of Comic.

Centre Court, 10th race. The 4-year-old filly is by Smart Strike out of Let.

“It took Facebook over a year before they had 100,000. We’re at 18 months and we’re at 93,000. It’s 
not bad. Actually we’re not even 18 months yet. At 18 months we’ll be at 100,000.”

Trainer Ken McPeek, comparing his downloads of his
HorseRacesNow app to the early days of the social networking giant

“Are you in Saratoga? Don’t get bit up by those mosquitoes.”
Owner Ida Schultz, holocaust survivor and namesake for Miz Ida to me during a phone conversation

“Any time you’re coming out of a chute, you don’t want the inside. It’s death. Death.”
Trainer Randy Morse, who sends out No Distinction from the outside post in the King’s Bishop
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Junior Serna, Trainer  /  Contact Angela Palacios at 352-591-0603 ext. 205
13400 Northwest 225, Reddick, FL  32686  / Tel: 352-591-0603 / Fax: 352-591-2690 / Email: info@lambholmsouth.com  / lambholmsouth.com

THE BREAKING & TRAINING GROUND OF 11 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONS
AND MORE THAN 50 GRADE I WINNERS
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Rarely does a confluence of divisional stars come 
together and a series of events fall into place quite like 
it did for the $1 million Travers Stakes that will be run 
for the 144th time today at old Saratoga.

Certainly the easy sell for the Travers, the oldest 
American stakes for 3-year-olds and most prestigious 
run at the classic 10-furlong distance outside the three 
spring classics, is the presence of three colts bidding to 
take the lead in their division. 

It’s easy to sell the Kentucky Derby winner, the 
Belmont winner and the Haskell Invitational winner. 
That’s the story you see around town and on posters 
all over the track. A good story mind you, for this 
year’s Travers marks the first time the Derby winner 

showed up since Super Saver in 2010 and a rarity in 
the last two decades with two classic winners in the 
race.

Perhaps the real story of the 2013 Travers isn’t just 
that they’re here, but how they got here. 

It’s a road that started in the mud of Churchill 
Downs and wound its way to the expansive fields 
of Fair Hill to the offseason peaceful grounds of the 
Oklahoma and finally to the Jersey Shore. Along for 

the ride are six other talented 3-year-olds in their own 
right, all but two being stakes winners and the excep-
tions being the Derby runner-up and a disqualified 
winner of a small stakes earlier this meet.

Sure the Preakness winner isn’t here, but it’s still 
arguably the best race in the 3-year-old division since, 
well, the Triple Crown. Just as some of the founders 

The Big 
Three

Tod Marks
Verrazano assumes the role as Travers favorite in a showdown with Palace Malice and Orb.

Verrazano takes on 
classic winners Orb, 
Palace Malice in Gr. 1

BY TOM LAW

TRAVERS STAKES PREVIEW

See TRAVERS page 8 
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Bo
na

Venture Stables

© Bona Venture Stables 2013© Bona Venture Stables 2013

For information contact: 
dfcollins@bonaventurestables.com or visit us on the web at: www.bonaventurestables.com

drew it up when they first ran the race 
named for the first president of Sarato-
ga back in 1864.

The history of the race will undoubt-
edly be lost on many in the large crowd 
that turns out today on what is expect-
ed to be a spectacular weather day to 
watch a 14-race card that includes three 
other important stakes. 

The history is not lost on the race’s 
participants, owners, trainers and jock-
eys who have won it before and know 
its importance. 

People like Shug McGaughey, who 
brings Kentucky Derby winner Orb, 
seeking his fourth Travers win. Or Todd 
Pletcher, who sends out the possibly off-
setting duo of Belmont winner Palace 
Malice and Haskell winner Verrazano, 
bidding for his third Travers in the last 
10 years. Maybe the Maktoum family’s 
Godolphin Racing, owners of the un-
coupled Romansh and Transparent and 
with people hoping that at least one 
of the canoes on the infield stays blue. 
Then there’s the ageless D. Wayne Lu-
kas, who last hoisted the Man o’ War 
Cup given to the Travers winner when 
he won his second in 1995 with Thun-
der Gulch.

McGaughey and Orb bring just one 
of the intriguing storylines to this year’s 
Travers. 

The trainer knew Orb was wrung 
out by the time the Malibu Moon colt 
completed the demanding Triple Crown 
series with a win in the Derby, a fourth 
in the Preakness and a third in the Bel-

mont. A race like the Travers is import-
ant to the colt’s owners and breeders, 
Ogden Mills “Dinny” Phipps and Stu-
art Janney III. McGaughey went search-
ing for a way to get Orb there. 

The answer came in unlikeliest of 

places, especially for the Hall of Fame 
trainer whose Kentucky accent belies 
the fact that he’s a New York trainer 
through and through. Hearing good 
things and remembering one positive 
experience of his own, McGaughey 

chose Fair Hill as the place to first give 
Orb some rest and then to get him start-
ed again. 

“I just wanted to get him away from 

Travers –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Palace Malice looks to sweep Saratoga’s Jim Dandy and Travers for Dogwood Stable and trainer Todd Pletcher.

See TRAVERS page 10 
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Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Ten Most Wanted 

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .

the racetrack and in a different atmosphere,” Mc-
Gaughey said earlier this week outside his barn on 
the Oklahoma Training Track. “He did really well in 
the country atmosphere at Payson Park, it was either 
here or there. Here would have been fine, but it’s very 
crowded here with 750 horses on this track. 

“I called Bruce [Jackson, at Fair Hill] on Sunday 
morning after the Belmont. Never been there, never 
met Bruce. I sent one horse down there four or five 
years ago. I said, ‘What do you think of me sending 
him down there and putting him in the hyperbaric 
chamber and just letting him have a bit of time?’ He 
said, ‘We’ve had some luck with that Shug.’ I called 
him back and said, ‘That’s what I want to do.’ ”

The original plan was to stay for about two weeks. 
When the two weeks were up, McGaughey faced an-
other decision. 

“When two weeks wasn’t quite up yet, it was on a 
Thursday, I asked him, ‘Bruce what do we do now?’ ” 
McGaughey said. “He said, ‘Shug, this horse is doing 
so good down here, I’d think twice about taking him 
out of here.’ ”

Orb stayed, started back in serious training with 
assistant and regular exercise rider Jenn Patterson and 
didn’t get to Saratoga until well after the meet opened. 
He breezed five times on Fair Hill’s dirt track, includ-
ing a strong 5-furlong move in :59.20 Aug. 10. 

McGaughey, a member of the Hall of Fame since 
2004, also decided to not give Orb a race before the 
Travers. The Jim Dandy at Saratoga and Haskell Invi-
tational the last weekend of July are the typical targets, 
and five of the Travers nine entrants raced in either of 
those races, but McGaughey went another direction. 

“People ask why I didn’t run him in the Jim Dandy 
or the Haskell, I might have fried him if I did that,” 
McGaughey said. “I wanted to try to come in as a 
fresh horse and see what happens. I didn’t think I 
would have a problem getting him fit enough and I 

thought I could have him sharp enough. In an ideal 
situation, yeah, you’d like to have a race, but…”

While Orb rested and started to come back at Fair 
Hill, Pletcher was getting Palace Malice and Verraza-
no ready for their respective targets in the two races 
mentioned above.

Palace Malice, who defeated Oxbow and Orb in 
the Belmont Stakes after a too-much-too-soon perfor-

mance in the Kentucky Derby, continued to show no 
ill effects from the 1 ½-mile Belmont and continued 
to impress anyone who saw him training first on the 
Oklahoma in June and then on the main track once it 
opened July 1. 

Pletcher kept it simple with the Curlin colt, half-

Travers –
 Continued from page 8

Tod Marks
Orb gets to the Travers off an extended stay at Fair Hill Training Center.

See TRAVERS page 12 
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Keeneland September has produced 23 Grade/Group 1 winners in 2013,  
with graduates starting in 49 of 56 North American Grade 1 races. 

 
monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st  

CataLoGs aVaILabLe 

Why buy anywhere else? 

one saLe
Shapes the Sport.

If you want to suCCeed at the Grade 1 LeVeL,
why buy anywhere but KeeneLand september?

KESL-13353 Saratoga Special-Sept Sale 13 8/22-25.indd   1 8/21/13   4:29 PM
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17% Stakes Horses
Six Champions

Sky Classic
Nijinsky II – No Class, by Nodouble

14 Stakes Horses this Year 
2YOs Up to $375,000

Broken Vow
Unbridled – Wedding Vow, by Nijinsky II

G1 Millionaire
1st Crop 2YOs Up to $410,000  
this Year

Cowboy Cal
Giant’s Causeway – Texas Tammy, by Seeking the Gold

Pin Oak Stud
Versailles, Kentucky • (859) 873-1420 

Inquiries: Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens
www.pinoakstud.com

The 
Pin Oak 
Stallions

13-0447.PNOK.RstrConfHalfHorSS8-24.indd.indd   1 8/22/13   11:45 AM

miles and five-eighths, seven days apart. 
Nothing as spectacular as his next-to-
last work before his Belmont win, but 
strong nevertheless.

“When you have four weeks between 
races and a fit horse, you don’t want to 
be too creative, just try to keep them 
happy and ticking over,” said Pletch-
er, well on his way to another Sarato-
ga training title this year. “A couple of 
maintenance breezes, for him, are solid. 
Easy horse to train, doesn’t overdo it on 
his morning gallops but he’s there in his 
works. Stand him in the gate, paddock 
school him once.”

More of the same for Verrazano, 
although the once-beaten More Than 
Ready colt made Pletcher work a little 
more. He breezed in company, the last 
time before the Travers with King’s 
Bishop entrant Capo Bastone, whereas 
Palace Malice goes it alone. 

Pletcher says Verrazano, who earned 
glittering speed figures for his 9 ¾-length 
win in the Haskell and earlier this year 
won the Grade 1 Wood Memorial, can 
be “a little bit of a lazy horse.” 

“He’s uncomplicated but at the same 
time, he knows the difference between 
the a.m. and the p.m.,” Pletcher said. 

Verrazano ran his record to 4-for-4 
with the Wood win in April and was 
pegged as the morning-line favorite for 
the Kentucky Derby. He wound up go-
ing off at more than 8-1 at Churchill, 
while Orb was dismissed as the 5-1 
favorite and splashed home by 2 ½ 
lengths. Verrazano was 14th that day, 

beaten 15 ¾ lengths, but bounced back 
to win the Grade 3 Pegasus and the 
Haskell by daylight. 

“He’s better every time he runs,” 
jockey John Velazquez said. “We kept 
throwing more at him, he was better. 
We kept throwing more at him, he was 
better. He stepped up to a different lev-
el every time, his only bad race was the 
Derby.

“He’s pretty easy to ride. He’s still a 
horse who’s not 100 percent of what he 
needs to be. It’s funny, he’s been win-
ning all these times, but if he doesn’t get 
out of looking around the way he does, 

eventually maybe he’ll need blinkers. 
He runs so good, we can’t dream of put-
ting blinkers on him, obviously. When 
he focuses on what he needs to do, he’s 
really serious.”

Pletcher agreed that both Palace 
Malice and Verrazano are uncompli-
cated horses, but is a bit concerned that 
the two who race for different owners 
could either compromise or simply get 
in each other’s way. 

Verrazano and Velazquez break from 
post 3, with no serious early speed to 
their inside with Godolphin’s Romansh 
and Orb in the two inside posts. Pal-

ace Malice and Mike Smith drew far-
ther out, post 8, with expected speed of 
Moreno two slots to his inside. 

“The most complicated thing about 
it from our standpoint is we have two 
horses that are likely to be looking for 
the same spot,” Pletcher said. “All you 
can do is talk to each individual jockey 
about the trip you want for each horse 
and they’ve got to sort it out on their 
own. Mike’s in a good spot because he’s 
breaking outside Moreno, Johnny’s got 
to figure out where he wants to be, he 
might have enough horses that don’t 
have a lot of speed that he can fall into 
that seam, ideally, he’d like to be third, 
outside. He’s generally been a good gate 
horse and puts himself in a good posi-
tion and then he’s not rank.”

Aside from those three the most seri-
ous threats might be Will Take Charge 
from Lukas’ barn and Godolphin’s 
Transparent, who won the Curlin 
Stakes for Kiaran McLaughlin but was 
disqualified for interference at the top 
of the stretch. 

They’re both listed at 10-1 on the 
morning line, just ahead of the 12-1 
duo of Romansh, who was awarded the 
Curlin for Tom Albertrani and Godol-
phin, and Dwyer winner Moreno. 

War Dancer, who makes his second 
start on dirt after a productive career 
to date on the grass, is 15-1 and Derby 
runner-up Golden Soul is 20-1 off two 
poor efforts in the Belmont and Has-
kell. 

Post time for the Travers is 5:46 p.m. 
and the race is part of NBC’s coverage 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m.

Additional reporting by Sean Clancy.

Travers –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Will Take Charge looks to spoil the party for the big three.
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www.CarolinaCompany.com

ICONIC AIKEN HORSE FARM and training center now available. Training facility will
appeal to a variety of equestrian disciplines, including hunter/jumpers, steeplechase, race training,

eventing, lay-ups, conditioning, pleasure riding, and the list goes on. Unique purchase opportunity ~
CHIME BELL FARM is offered as 2 separate stand-alone farm properties, or the contiguous
parcels may be purchased together. PONY TRAIL PARCEL includes brick main residence with in

ground pool, brick ranch ready for renovations, double shed row barn with 15 stalls and office with bath, 
5-stall center aisle barn with 3 tack rooms and bath, steel frame shop building with 1 bedroom apartment,

22 paddocks, run-in sheds, Hitchcock pen, fenced pastures, fields and pond on 155.48 acres.
CHIME BELL PARCEL includes 2-story duplex with 2-bedroom apartments on each floor, main shed

row barn with 16 stalls, 6-stall center aisle barn with 1 bedroom apartment, large equipment storage shed,
4-stall barn, 16 paddocks, round pen, 7 large pastures, open fields and woods on 86.5 acres.

C H I M E  B E L L  FAR M
AI K E N , S O U T H  CA R O L I NA

LISA HOSANG
803.270.8020
MIKE HOSANG
803.270.6358

PONY TRAIL PARCEL
155.48 acres plus improvements

$1,750,000

CHIME BELL PARCEL
86.5 acres plus improvements

$1,450,000

NEWBERRY on the WOODS . Exquisite horse property right at entrance to the Hitchcock
Woods, Aiken’s 2,200 acre riding reserve. Charming renovated 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath cottage, beautiful landscaped gardens,

board fenced paddocks and 2-story center aisle barn with 8 stalls and hayloft on about an acre. $785,000

SPRING
MEADOWS
Equestrian development

with schooling area, 
jump ring, riding trails
. Several farm lots 
available starting at
$5,800 per acre

DANCING MEADOWS . Turn-key horse farm on over 9 acres in
Hopeland Farms equestrian community. Custom home with 3 or 4 bedrooms and basement
workshop. Center aisle barn is 36 x72 with 6 stalls, tons of storage. $595,000

CEDAR CREEK FARM . Perfect for the eventer or pleasure rider! 75 acres with scenic 
vistas, pond, creek and abundant green grass. Turn key horse farm with center aisle 12 stall barn, tack room and
office has 3 small paddocks and 4 large paddocks with coastal Bermuda. The 2 story cedar sided cottage with 2
bedrooms downstairs and a 3rd upstairs has a rear screened porch which overlooks the creek. $795,000MEMORY LANE FARM . Gorgeous lake views! 

4 stall barn with 2 bedroom, 2 bath apartment in Spring Meadows equestrian
community. Detached, oversized garage & workshop has ample room for
another living space above. On 11.22 fenced acres. $399,500 www.CarolinaCompany.comLISA HOSANG

803.270.8020
MIKE HOSANG
803.270.6358

SaratogaHosangFull8-10-13.qxd  8/8/2013  5:56 PM  Page 1
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Saturday, August 24.

1ST (11:35AM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Power World E. Prado W. Mott 8-1
2   2 Socialsaul J. Castellano D. Jacobson 10-1
3   3 Cozzetti R. Albarado D. Romans 6-1
4   4 Sam Sparkle L. Saez G. Contessa 20-1
5   5 Dads Caps C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 12-1
6   6 Tiree R. Napravnik A. Dutrow 5-1
7   7 Bradester J. Lezcano E. Kenneally 3-1
8   8 Colony Strike J. Rosario T. Pletcher 7-2
9   9 Rightfully So J. Rocco, Jr. D. Romans 6-1
10 10 Indy Scent M. Smith L. Gyarmati 20-1

2ND (12:05PM). $90,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Bellamy Chief L. Saez C. Domino 20-1
2   2 Charlie’s Picnic A. Solis M. Hennig 8-1
3   3 Order of Magnitude R. Maragh D. Lukas 30-1
4   4 Crawford the Crook J. Ortiz E. Guillot 12-1
5   5 Cost Affective I. Ortiz, Jr. T. Albertrani 10-1
6   6 Howie’s Tiz J. Lezcano B. Levine 6-1
7   7 Scam J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 5-1
8   8 Dardanian S. Bridgmohan C. Domino 15-1
9   9 Dattt Melody J. Alvarado W. Mott 12-1
10 10 Celebrated Talent J. Rosario K. McLaughlin 7-2
11 11 Tiz Chris J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 3-1

3RD (12:37PM). $95,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Sycamore Lane J. Alvarado W. Mott 15-1
2   2 Stroll to Victory A. Garcia K. McPeek 7-2
3   3 Mr Speaker J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 10-1
4   4 Sartorius E. Prado J. Sheppard 12-1
5   5 All Cash L. Saez D. Lukas 6-1
6   6 Proof of Concept (ire) J. Velazquez D. Romans 5-1
7   7 Behedeman M. Smith M. Hennig 12-1
8   8 Zalmon I. Ortiz, Jr. T. Albertrani 20-1
9   9 Bobby’s Kitten J. Rosario C. Brown 5-2
10 10 Lulu Le’ Mon A. Solis A. Dutrow 12-1
11 AE Otoy C. Velasquez L. Miranda 15-1
12 MTO Justin Nguyen .  G. Sciacca 2-1
13 MTO Spun .  G. Contessa 8-1
14 MTO Borseggiatore .  N. Zito 4-1

4TH (1:10PM). $82,000, AOC $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Dr Figawi E. Prado G. Weaver 6-1
2   2 Mineswept G. Rodriguez N. Huertas 30-1
3   3 Do I Amuse You S. Bridgmohan R. Donato 10-1
4   4 Street Swagg I. Ortiz, Jr. J. Lostritto 20-1
5   5 Cay to Pomeroy R. Maragh J. Orseno 20-1
6   6 Frostys Whirl J. Alvarado C. Simon 30-1
7   7 Be Bullish L. Saez J. Ness 3-1
8   8 Meet the Mets J. Castellano B. Brown 12-1
9   9 Kid Blast J. Ortiz B. Levine 15-1
10 10 Stone Rocks M. Luzzi S. Jerkens 30-1
11 11 Marriedtothemusic C. Velasquez D. Galluscio 5-2
12 12 Crafty Dreamer J. Rosario J. Iselin 6-1
13 13 One More Chief R. Napravnik M. Shevy 20-1
14 14 Greeley’s Law D. Cohen E. Miller 30-1

5TH (1:45PM). $87,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Roaring Conquest C. Velasquez C. Englehart 20-1
2   2 Breathaway I. Ortiz, Jr. G. Sacco 15-1
3   3 Archer Hill M. Smith L. Lewis 10-1
4   4 Noosh’s Tale A. Solis P. Kelly 12-1
5   5 Why Not Whiskey J. Lezcano B. Brown 12-1
6   6 Hidden Vow R. Maragh P. Quick 6-1
7   7 Z Maitre D R. Albarado R. Nicks 8-1
8   8 Make a Decision J. Ortiz L. Rice 5-1
9   9 Sunlover J. Rosario E. Kenneally 3-1
10 10 Toy Cannon J. Velazquez W. Mott 4-1
11 11 Mike and Rob L. Saez G. Weaver 20-1
12 12 Sonnyandpally R. Napravnik N. Zito 20-1
13 AE Northern Tripp J. Rocco, Jr. J. Ryerson 20-1
14 AE Barnards Galaxy C. Velasquez D. Gentner 20-1
15 MTO Ultimate Empire J. Castellano T. Albertrani 8-5
16 MTO Piscesbymoonlight J. Lezcano B. Brown 3-1

6TH (2:20PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Grahamandwithers J. Alvarado D. Schettino 4-1
2   2 Sun Worshipper S. Bridgmohan P. Kelly 20-1
3   3 Post Pattern A. Castillo, Jr. D. Schettino 15-1
4   4 Polaris Dream J. Ortiz G. Goodwin 15-1
5   5 Campogiovanni L. Saez H. Bond 8-1
6   6 Birchwood Road J. Rosario A. Penna, Jr. 3-1
7   7 Irish Jade I. Ortiz, Jr. J. Terranova, II 5-1
8   8 Elroi E. Prado P. Pugh 6-1
9   9 Winamen S. Jimenez K. LeBlanc 30-1
10 10 Hudson Miracle J. Castellano C. Brown 7-2
11 MTO Jack’s R Wild .  R. Davis 12-1

7TH (2:55PM). $85,000, SOC $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Wild Billum J. Castellano C. Brown 4-1
2   2 Craving Carats J. Rocco, Jr. D. Romans 20-1
3   3 More Hundred Acre J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 8-1
4   4 Rivendell J. Lezcano C. LoPresti 6-1
5   5 Adirondack Dancer C. Velasquez L. Rice 3-1
6   6 Wildcatter R. Napravnik T. Voss 8-1
7   7 Rapid Burn J. Alvarado G. Weaver 15-1
8   8 Happy Fella E. Prado I. Wilkes 10-1
9   9 Bluegrass Springs J. Ortiz L. Rice 12-1
10 10 Posse Attack M. Smith S. Asmussen 20-1
11 11 Stallwalkin’ Dude I. Ortiz, Jr. A. Tarrant 30-1
12 12 One Golden Road J. Rosario M. Maker 5-1
13 MTO Two Comma Guy .  M. Trombetta 5-1

8TH (3:30PM). $97,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   1 Prado Cat J. Lezcano D. Romans 20-1
2   2 Rapscallion A. Garcia H. Motion 8-1
3   3 Frac Daddy J. Rosario K. McPeek 8-1
4   4 Indy Sea J. Velazquez D. Donk 6-1
5   5 Comes the Dream R. Maragh G. Weaver 10-1
6   6 Pick of the Litter J. Rocco, Jr. D. Romans 7-2
7   7 Cantonic R. Napravnik M. Maker 5-1
8   8 Red Wings R. Albarado D. Lukas 30-1
9   9 Joking J. Alvarado T. Albertrani 4-1
10 10 North Star Boy (IRE) J. Castellano N. Saville 6-1
11 MTO Box Office .  P. Reynolds 5-1

9TH (4:05PM). $500,000, STK - THE TEST, 3 YO, F , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Irish Lute R. Albarado D. Stewart 12-1
2   2 Baby J J. Castellano P. Reynolds 12-1
3   3 So Many Ways R. Napravnik T. Amoss 10-1
4   4 I’m Mom’s Favorite C. Velasquez A. Dutrow 20-1
5   5 Sweet Lulu J. Leparoux J. Hollendorfer 5-2
6   6 Lighthouse Bay J. Rocco, Jr. G. Weaver 4-1
7   7 Ju Ju Eyeballs I. Ortiz, Jr. J. Servis 12-1
8   8 My Happy Face J. Rosario C. Brown 3-1
9   9 Wildcat Lily J. Velazquez M. Azpurua 6-1

10TH (4:38PM). $250,000, STK - THE KETEL ONE BALLSTON SPA, 
3&UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Laughing (IRE) J. Lezcano A. Goldberg 7-2
2   2 Pianist M. Smith C. Brown 5-1
3   3 Miz Ida S. Bridgmohan S. Margolis 8-1
4   4 Centre Court J. Velazquez G. Arnold, II 3-1
5   5 Hungry Island J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 5-2
6   6 Somali Lemonade J. Rosario M. Matz 6-1
7   7 Hard Not to Like E. Prado M. Matz 20-1
8   8 Embarr P. Morales S. Cooney 30-1
9   MTO Skyfall .  T. Pletcher 2-1

11TH (5:10PM). $500,000, STK - THE FOXWOODS KING’S BISHOP, 3 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Salutos Amigos J. Ortiz E. Guillot 12-1
2   2 Forty Tales J. Rosario T. Pletcher 5-2
3   3 Capo Bastone I. Ortiz, Jr. T. Pletcher 15-1
4   4 Slan Abhaile A. Garcia D. Romans 20-1
5   5 Majestic Hussar J. Lezcano E. Kenneally 10-1
6   6 Bad Hombre J. Alvarado J. Kimmel 15-1
7   7 Mentor Cane E. Prado J. Shirreffs 8-1
8   8 Declan’s Warrior J. Velazquez N. Zito 5-1
9   9 Overanalyze J. Castellano T. Pletcher 12-1
10 10 Let Em Shine M. Smith A. Kitchingman 6-1
11 11 Integrity R. Maragh C. Brown 15-1
12 12 Central Banker R. Albarado A. Stall, Jr. 20-1
13 13 Miraculousmo R. Napravnik D. Romans 30-1
14 14 No Distinction J. Rocco, Jr. R. Morse 15-1

12TH (5:46PM). $1,000,000, STK - THE TRAVERS, 3 YO, 1 1/4M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Romansh J. Castellano T. Albertrani 12-1
2   2 Orb J. Rosario C. McGaughey III 4-1
3   3 Verrazano J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 2-1
4   4 Golden Soul R. Albarado D. Stewart 20-1
5   5 Will Take Charge L. Saez D. Lukas 10-1
6   6 Moreno J. Ortiz E. Guillot 12-1
7   7 War Dancer A. Garcia K. McPeek 15-1
8   8 Palace Malice M. Smith T. Pletcher 5-2
9   9 Transparent I. Ortiz, Jr. K. McLaughlin 10-1

13TH (6:20PM). $40,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1   1 Antone Suavey S. Jimenez A. Quartarolo 15-1
2   2 Out of Your Mind E. Prado G. Sciacca 20-1
3   3 Risk Management C. Velasquez L. Rice 5-1
4   4 Treblemaker J. Alvarado T. Morley 5-1
5   5 Smiling Bob R. Maragh T. Pompay 6-1
6   6 Upward L. Saez J. Ness 12-1
7   7 Slamarama J. Castellano T. Pletcher 3-1
8   8 Holy Endeavor J. Ortiz W. Ward 4-1
9   9 Cap’n Raymond I. Ortiz, Jr. G. Sciacca 30-1
10 10 Impatient Investor S. Bridgmohan R. Violette, Jr. 10-1
11 11 Chics Palace M. Luzzi R. Persaud 30-1
12 MTO Poppa Loves Mambo J. Rosario M. Maker 5-1
13 MTO Western Grit .  S. Asmussen 7-2
14 MTO Mr Rodriguez .  R. Rodriguez 4-1
15 MTO Fiona’s Hero J. Ortiz R. Rodriguez 6-1
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14TH (6:51PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1   1 As Well J. Rosario M. Hennig 5-2
2   2 Amazing Abby A. Solis R. Schosberg 20-1
3   3 Resolutely A. Lezcano J. Milne 30-1
4   4 Left Uppercut T. Hole G. Matties 15-1
5   5 Sophie’s Turn J. Lezcano P. Serpe 6-1
6   6 Discreet Malena R. Maragh A. Penna, Jr. 4-1
7   7 Life’s a Stage D. Cohen J. Lostritto 10-1
8   8 Familyofroses M. Luzzi D. Schettino 8-1
9   9 See See See S. Jimenez M. Shevy 50-1
10 10 Quiet Kiss I. Ortiz, Jr. T. Bush 20-1
11 11 Chow Fun L. Saez B. Levine 8-1
12 12 You So Smart R. Napravnik M. Maker 6-1
13 AE Raven Rise J. Alvarado J. Kimmel 12-1
14 AE Chrissy Girl J. Castellano T. Bush 5-1

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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1  Romansh
Bernardini colt is the most lightly raced of the 10 entrants, with just four 
starts. Javier Castellano, who rode Bernardini to victory in 2006 Travers for 
Tom Albertrani and Darley, gets aboard for the first time for the Maktoum 
family’s Godolphin-owned colt. 

Trainer Tom Albertrani: “Javier’s never sat on him actually. Hopeful-
ly it will remind him a lot of his daddy when he gets on top of him. That 
would be something. It would be special. He does have some similarities, 
some resemblance to him. Probably of all the Bernardinis I’ve had, you can 
see some similarities in him. He makes another step forward and has been 
making good progress with every start. He’s lightly raced and I think he 
could be setting himself up for a big one.”

2  Orb
Kentucky Derby winner spent several weeks away from the racetrack at Fair 
Hill in Maryland after competing in all three classics and finishing third in 
the Belmont Stakes. Jockey Joel Rosario was injured Friday, but could ride 
anyway depending on doctor’s opinion. Decision this morning...

Trainer Shug McGaughey: “He’s more of a horse now. He’s stron-
ger, he’s more mentally into it, he’s stronger, body-wise. It’ll be interesting 
to see what happens Saturday, when you don’t have to pound on him as 
much, after you get a race into him, what he does then. I would think he 
would continue to go in that direction, I hope he does. He was a pretty tired 
horse after the Belmont. Any horse would be, with what he tried to do. The 
Belmont went the first half-mile in :48 and change, he went the next quarter 
in :22 and change. I’ve heard the whole thing, if the race went the last half 
in :54, he went in :52, so I do think he was tired after that and the time has 
helped.”

3  Verrazano
Morning-line favorite comes off huge victory in Haskell Invitational, his 
sixth win in seven starts. Only loss came in the slop at Churchill Downs in 
the Kentucky Derby, where he finished 14th. 

Jockey John Velazquez:  “I’m going to be pretty close, that’s his style. 
I’m not going to take anything away from him. He’ll be forwardly placed. If 
I could be laying third, that would be perfect. Ideally, I want to put him in 
the clear where I can look for the horse behind me (Orb). I want to have that 
horse where I want him. I need to make that horse uncomfortable, being 
outside will do that, hopefully. I can’t overdo it in front and I can’t forget 
about the horse behind me. I have to manage my horse without using him 
too much, but then on the other hand I can’t let Palace Malice get away with 
anything. I need to find the happy medium, going to the half-mile pole, I 
need to get into a nice rhythm, hopefully he’ll respond to that.”

4  Golden Soul
Kentucky Derby runner-up at big odds flopped in his next two, finishing 
ninth in the Belmont and seventh in the Haskell. Looks to rebound today for 
owner/breeder Chuck Fipke. 

Trainer Dallas Stewart: “He’s just in top form right now. He’s been 
training good, his weight is good, his attitude is good. He’s training like he’s 
going to run hard, like he’s going to win. You never know until you run, but 
up to this point I am very pleased with the way he has run. The mile and 
quarter distance hits him right in the head. We like it.”

5  Will Take Charge
Battle-tested colt ran in all three classics this spring and improved dramati-
cally when second to Palace Malice in the Jim Dandy four weeks ago. Gets 
new jockey in Luis Saez.

Trainer D. Wayne Lukas:  “He’s had a good month. He really has. He’s 
such a big rangy horse and he’s developed mentally and physically, which 
is really good. I expect a much better performance from him and he had 
a career best in the Jim Dandy. He’s getting the idea and I’ve made a few 
changes. Physically and mentally I like him a lot. If he doesn’t get shut down 
completely in the Derby he’s one-two. He’s got some quality to him. He’s 
one of the ones. It’s a competitive field and it might come down to the trip 
and the pace.”

Race 
12

$1 million 
Grade 1

1 1/4 miles
3-year-olds

The Travers

Golden Soul

Moreno

Verrazano

See TRAVERS page 18 
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The Special goes deep and gets a quote about every Travers Day stakes starter – a brainy 
idea we had several years ago (when we should have considered the logistics a little more 
carefully). Regardlness, we got them all thanks to writers Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy, Tom 
Law, Catlyn Spivey, Ryan Jones and Dan McDonough – and cooperative subjects.
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“�I�use�StableLab�for�pre-performance�testing�coming�up�to�a�race.�
StableLab�gives�me�an�extra�measure�of�confidence�and�unlike�other�
blood�tests,�there�is�no�guess�work�involved�in�figuring�out�the�result.�
StableLab�gives�a�clear�yes/no�result.”�

   martin pipe, 15 times british champion trainer

“�We�use�StableLab�as�an�adjunct�diagnostic�to�help�identify�horses��
that�may�have�a�systemic�infection.�We�also�use�StableLab�to�monitor��
our�patients�and�how�they�are�responding�to�our�therapies.”��

��dr nathan slovis, hagyard equine medical institute

StableLab detects and quantifies a protein in 
blood called Serum Amyloid A. Serum Amyloid 
A is normally absent, or only present in very low 
concentrations in healthy horses, but increases 
rapidly and dramatically in response to infection 
or severe trauma. The severity of disease is 
reflected in the level of SAA elevation, making 
StableLab an excellent health management tool.

Our blood test
Through our collaborative work we here at 
StableLab we have been able to determine 
the most clinically significant SAA range  
in horses and present it to you in a way that  
is simple to use and understand.

Detects infections in 10 mins.

Equine Blood Analysis. 
Anytime. Anywhere.

Business Innovation Centre, Institute of Technology Campus, Ballinode, Sligo, Ireland
www.stablelab.com
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Conveniently located 10 minutes from the Kingston/Rhinecliff Bridge
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When your horse needs help...

Race 
12

$1 million 
Grade 1

1 1/4 miles
3-year-olds

The Travers

6  Moreno
Ghostzapper colt lost the first nine starts of his career, but put it all 
together quickly when relocated to New York – with a maiden win at 
Belmont in June, a powerhouse win in the Grade 2 Dwyer in his next 
start and a third in the Jim Dandy. The Southern Equine Stable home-
bred was at the opposite end of the barn from Friday’s backside gumbo 
feast and zydeco concert. 

Trainer Eric Guillot:  “He’s way down at the other end, away from 
the music, but I taught him to Cajun two step yesterday in the show 
ring. He’s good. I should have taught him how to use that paddle and 
stir that roux for two hours. Would have saved my elbow. He’s going 
to run his race, whether he’s good enough or not we’ll find out. It’s not 
like the depth of these waters are going to be too deep for us.”

7  War Dancer
The Virginia Derby winner makes his return to the main track, where 
he finished fourth behind Saint Vigeur, Wabbajack and Freedom Child 
in his only attempt earlier this year at Gulfstream Park.  

Trainer Ken McPeek:  “I think he’ll handle it fine. He’s going to 
need some pace in the race to set up his kick, but they’re not going to 
be worrying about him. They’ve got other ones to worry about.”

War Dancer See TRAVERS page 20 
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Get ready for a new wagering innovation unlike anything players have ever seen —
Jackpot 5.* The progressive Pick 5 wager is comprised of races from multiple racetracks 
and will be offered every Friday, Saturday and Sunday only at TwinSpires.com. We’re 
seeding the Jackpot pool with $25,000 to start and plan to continue to seed the pool 
each week after the Jackpot is paid out — that’s a built-in overlay. Visit TwinSpires.com 
to learn more, sign up and play. Sign up today and get a $100 Bonus.**

INTRODUCING A NEW PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT WAGER ONLY AT TWINSPIRES.COM

*See www.TwinSpires.com for wager rules. **New TwinSpires.com customers only. $100 Promotion requires activating EZmoney, which allows for electronic transfer of funds to and from your bank account. See website for details. Persons under 18 (or 21 in certain jurisdictions) are not 
allowed to open or have access to accounts. Only available to customers who reside in a jurisdiction where the TwinSpires.com wagering system is available. Void where prohibited. Always wager responsibly. National Gambling helpline 1-800-522-4700.
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 Ioya Bigtime, 

winner of the 

2012 Kentucky 

Turf Cup

Race 
12
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1 1/4 miles
3-year-olds

The Travers
8  Palace Malice
Belmont Stakes winner benefits from a race over the track – a sharp 
victory in the Jim Dandy – to go with a maiden win here last summer. 
Curlin colt continues to draw raves for his training and could take firm 
grip of championship race with a victory.

Trainer Todd Pletcher:  “He’s been a very straightforward horse. 
He still has a little bit of look around in him at times when he gallops. 
Things are easy for him, so he takes things in. Honestly, there are days 
out here when you’re watching him gallop and you see how curious 
he is, you know why you tried the blinkers (which didn’t work out so 
well when he finished 12th in the Kentucky Derby). Overall, he’s a very 
straightforward horse.”

9  Transparent
Second Godolphin entrant seeks to give Kiaran McLaughin back-
to-back winners after Alpha dead-heat victory last year with Golden 
Ticket. Impressed in Curlin earlier in the meet before being disqualified 
to fifth.

Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin:  “It’s been smooth as it can be, at 
least, since he ran. He’s had two breezes like we wanted, he’s trained 
every day. It was a true prep, two works, he’s ready. The distance is a 
plus, with his pedigree, by Bernardini, he won it, two of his sons have 
won it the last two years. Maybe we or Tom will win it and they won’t 
have to repaint the canoe.”

Transparent
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Make a 

Power
PLAY

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Huckabay
566 Hume-Bedford Road, Paris, KY 40361 • (859) 987-4856 • Fax (859) 987-0374 • E-mail: info@elmtreefarmky.com

Sire Power at 
Keeneland 
SePtember

MONDAY • 9/9
 156 f BLAME – Le Relais 
   Half-sister to SOLDAT ($622,760, Fountain of Youth S-G2, etc.)

 185 c PULPIT – Magic Pearl  
   From the family of Champion 3YO Filly PROUD SPELL and  
   G1 producer CALL HER MAGIC   

 194 f WAR FRONT – Marie Louise  
   First foal from the family of Champion,  
   Queen’s Plate Winner LA LORGNETTE

TUESDAY • 9/10
 229 c ARch – Miss Patsy 
   Out of a half to Millionaire SCOTT’S SCOUNDREL (New Orleans H.-G3)

 297 c TIzNOW – Passion Du Coeur  
   Immediate family of DISTORTED PASSION (SW, G2 pl. $294,271) and 
   WARBLING ($352,293, Inside Information S.-G2, etc.)

 425 c MALIBU MOON – Seoul Unbridled 
   From the family of Millionaire & Kentucky Oaks-G1 winner    
   BELIEVE YOU CAN and RUSH BAY ($580,613, Jefferson Cup S-G3, etc.) 

 WEDNESDAY • 9/11 
 531 f EXchANGE RATE – Sweet Eloise  
   Half-sister to three stakes horses out of a 100% producer of winners

 595 c GIANT’S cAUSEWAY – Van Lear Rose  
   Second foal from Champion VAN LEAR ROSE (Mazarine S.-G3)

 605 f WAR FRONT – What a Trouper 
   From the family of SWIFT WARRIOR ($462,853, Tampa Bay S.-G3, etc.) 

THURSDAY • 9/12
 725 c TALE OF ThE cAT – Buddha Lady  
   Out of record-setting SW of $151,133

 875 c MALIBU MOON – Eyes On Eddy  
   Out of a SW, Graded SP of over $544,000

SATURDAY • 9/14 
 961 c MORE ThAN READY – Kulik Cat  
   From the family of leading sires TALE OF THE CAT,  
   JOHANNESBURG and PULPIT

 1008 f hARLAN’S hOLIDAY – Molly Peaches  
   Out of a half-sister to MSW SHEZACRAZYGIRL

 1067 c MORE ThAN READY – Red Hot Buddha  
   First foal from SW of $230,022, family of ALLAMERICAN BERTIE  
   (GSW of $799,235), HURRICANE BERTIE ($940,041, Prioress S.-G2, etc.) 

 1084 c LEMON DROP KID – Royal Bean  
   Half-brother to winner of $204,513, out of Graded SP winner  
   of over $100,000

 1101 f SKY MESA – Secret Glade 
   First foal from half-sister to SW, Graded SP BACHATA 

 1190 c SMOKE GLAcKEN – With This Ring 
   Half-brother to I THEE WED ($417,583, Nearctic H.-G2, etc.),  
   from the family of BROKEN VOW 

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER • WEEK 1

View yearling videos at
www.elmtreefarmky.com
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Mrs. Ogden Phipps’ Happy 
Intellectual won three 
consecutive runnings of 
the New York Turf Writers 
Cup from 1976 to 1978. 

Lugged in, lugged out, dropped the rider, you name 
it, Mentor Cane’s probably done it. 

The first time Mentor Cane, one of the key con-
tenders in today’s $500,000 King’s Bishop Stakes on 
the Travers undercard, won a race he veered in a bit 
and pitched jockey Edgar Prado as they headed to the 
winner’s circle. Prado brushed himself off, the Mizzen 
Mast colt ran loose for a bit before being caught and 
was back in his stall at Belmont Park a short time later, 
no harm done.

The next time Prado got on board the powerfully 
built colt, the race was a bit more important than an 
early July maiden race, it was the Grade 2 Amster-
dam July 28 at Saratoga. Prado didn’t wind up with a 
mouthful of dirt and on the ground, but he did have 
a handful around the far turn as Mentor Cane veered 

out badly, losing all chance while racing fast on the 
lead. 

These antics were new to followers of racing on 
the NYRA circuit, but nothing new to John Shirreffs, 
who trains the colt for his breeders, Jerry and Ann 
Moss. 

“We always liked him a lot,” Shirreffs said earlier 

in the Saratoga meet and before Mentor Cane finished 
fourth in the Amsterdam after blowing his race on the 
turn. “He ran in California first time out, got sent a 
little bit and got caught at the end. The second time we 
ran him it was one of those sloppy, sealed tracks, and 

Learning
Curve

Sean Clancy
King’s Bishop hopeful Mentor Cane stalks the lead pony while going through some paces on the main track.

Shirreffs hopes erratic 
Mentor Cane stays 
straight in Grade 1 try

BY TOM LAW

KING’S BISHOP STAKES PREVIEW

See MENTOR CANE page 24 
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SEE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU 
BREED IN PENNSYLVANIA?

THE PA-BRED PREMIUM – EARN MORE!

Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association
701 E. Baltimore Pike, Suite E
Kennett Square, PA 19348
execsec@pabred.com  |  610-444-1050

Now that’s a double. Congratulations to CCA Oaks and 
Alabama winner Princess of Sylmar, owned and bred by 
Ed Stanco and King of Prussia Stable.
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the bop, bop, bop, bop, bop, the noise 
of the horses’ feet around him spooked 
him.

“When he heard that he ducked to 
the rail, ran through the bridle and fad-
ed at the end [finishing third]. So we 
had to back off a little bit.”

The return came when he won July 
6 and what followed that was his run 
in the Amsterdam, where he finished 
behind fellow King’s Bishop entrants 
Forty Tales (the winner) and Salutos 
Amigos (third). 

Shirreffs went to work after that, 
hoping to teach the colt better habits so 
he could show his true potential. 

The man who got worldwide atten-
tion for his handling of Zenyatta during 

her brilliant 19-for-20 career that re-
sulted in a Horse of the Year title and 
three divisional titles admits it’s a work 
in progress. 

Mentor Cane’s shown improvement 
in the mornings, breezing twice on the 
Oklahoma Training Track with Prado, 
passing on the inside and outside and 
working on being behind another horse 
when he gallops. 

“The race here, it was like he decided 
he was going to go down Union Avenue. 
It was very interesting,” Shirreffs said 
this week. “Since then Edgar’s breezed 
him twice and he’s done well. The first 
time he passed a horse on the inside and 
the second time we passed a horse on 
the outside. No problems. 

“We’re just making sure Edgar had 
the opportunity to get on him more and 
get more familiar with him. Obviously 
in the afternoon everything is magni-
fied, so with him working him a couple 

times in the morning will help [Prado] 
in the afternoon. He’ll have more confi-
dence in him.”

Shirreffs deserves to have more con-
fidence, partly because of his deft horse-
manship and also because of the way 
Mentor Cane progressed from the Am-
sterdam to the King’s Bishop. 

Mentor Cane and exercise rider 
Humberto Gomez, with the pony along-
side, showed the progress as they made 
their way from Shirreffs’ barn on the 
Oklahoma Training Track a little after 
6:45 a.m. Friday, making the long walk 
through the barn area to the main track. 

Close to Union Avenue they crossed 
paths with a set from Todd Pletcher’s 
barn. Jake Nelson, getting plenty of at-
tention this meet as the rider of several 
of Pletcher’s top stakes horses, knew it 
was Mentor Cane and wished them luck 
in the King’s Bishop. “I hope he stays 
straight this time,” Gomez joked back. 

Mentor Cane took it all in as he made 
his way across Union, along the path that 
runs next to the far turn and past the 
early arriving picnickers stretching ev-
erything from table cloths to horse blan-
kets on the empty wooden tables in the 
backyard. A loud cheer came from the 
area near the Dunkin Donuts booth, the 
kind of cheering rarely heard and almost 
frowned on during morning training. 

The outburst seemed to unsettle 
Shirreffs’ help more than it bothered 
Mentor Cane, and that’s saying some-
thing considering all the two men did 
was sneak a peak over their shoulders to 
see the crowd that gathered for the live 
broadcast of the national radio show 
“Free Beer and Hot Wings.” The crowd 
let out another cheer and again, no is-
sues. Two turns around the paddock 
and Mentor Cane hit the racetrack. 

Friday’s gallop started around the 
far turn and Gomez kept Mentor Cane 
right behind the pony as they made their 
way around. He looked like he wanted 
to plow over his workmate at times, but 
was manageable. Gomez didn’t get into 
the horse’s mouth too much, a key factor. 

“That’s the truth,” Shirreffs said. 
So Mentor Cane handled his race 

day-eve morning schooling fairly well, 
tracking the pony intently on his gallop 
albeit slightly aggressive and still adjust-
ing to being behind another horse, but 
Shirreffs knows it’s a different scenario 
than the one he’ll see today. 

“We want to start to teach him to rate 
off another horse,” said Shirreffs, who 
watched Mentor Cane from his pony 
near the quarter pole. “It doesn’t hap-
pen overnight, but we can give him the 
foundation for it. We’ve done it three or 
four times now, just experimenting.

“Of course they don’t know what’s 
going on. It’s total confusion for horses. 
He doesn’t understand what’s going on, 
but if you start at a walk, then a trot 
and work your way up, you’ll get an 
idea if they can self-rate. It’s a lot better 
than the rider having to pull on them . 
. . In the afternoon, when everything’s 
jacked up and going, it’s a little differ-
ent and things happen much faster than 
they do in the morning.”

Like the other entrants in the King’s 
Bishop, Mentor Cane will need to deal 
with the pumped up atmosphere that al-
ways comes with a big race day. They’ll 
also face the challenge of the 14-horse 
field. Only Overanalyze, who ran in the 
Kentucky Derby and Belmont Stakes, 
has run in a field with more than 12 
starters. 

Mentor Cane’s competed in fields of 
nine, eight (twice) and seven in his four 
starts. 

One way to avoid trouble is to be 
up front, either on the lead or just off 
it. Shirreffs knows this, but says Men-
tor Cane doesn’t need to set the same 
:21.77 and :44.49 pace he did in the 
Amsterdam before losing it on the turn. 
So Mentor Cane now goes into the 
King’s Bishop off the morning lessons 
of his experienced trainer and with one 
more racing experience under his belt. 

Shirreffs knows that’s a positive, for 
almost any horse. Definitely for a Miz-
zen Mast. 

“I’ve had a few Mizzen Masts and 
they’re all precocious, high strung and 
take a little bit of managing,” he said. 
“But every Mizzen Mast I’ve had was 
athletic and he is, too. Every one I’ve 
had has benefited from racing experi-
ence and if it was a positive one they 
benefited from it. He didn’t give it up, 
which was really good, a positive.”

Mentor Cane –
 Continued from page 22

*Bet $100 promotion for new Keeneland Select customers only. See website for details. New account holders must be 18 or older. Customers must reside 
in a state where Keeneland Select is available. Void where prohibited. Always wager responsibly. National Gambling helpline 1-800-522-4700.  

THE ONLINE WAGERING EXPERIENCE YOU’D EXPECT FROM KEENELAND

Dedicated to the Sport. Dedicated to the Players.

Whether you’re wagering on Saratoga or tracks around the world, it pays to use Keeneland Select. 
Enjoy great player rewards with points that never expire, free video and past performances,  

simple deposit and withdraw, and an enhanced mobile experience!
 

$100 SIGN UP BONUS!  
Get started at keenelandselect.com
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1  Salutos Amigos
Third in the Grade 2 Amsterdam here, the Salute The Sarge colt looks for his 
second lifetime win while aiming high for upset-minded barn, which hosted 
a pre-Travers gumbo party with zydeco music Friday morning.

Trainer Eric Guillot: “He needed the race, finished strong and galloped 
out past Forty Tales. I’ve got his feet good, he’s ready. I think he’ll run big. 
Every time something comes up behind him, he scoots away from it. He’s 
feeling good. Ready.”

2  Forty Tales
Amsterdam winner rides a three-race win streak and carries the favorite 
tag at 5-2. Usually makes charge from off the pace and should get plenty of 
speed to close into in a crowded field. Has won Grade 2 and Grade 3 stakes 
this year. Gets Grade 1 try. 

Trainer Todd Pletcher:  “He’s a tough little horse. He’s found his niche, 
coming from off the pace in these one-turn races. We’ll try to do the same 
and weave our way through 13 of them. I don’t think the inside post is as 
big a deal for him because he’s going to be dropping back. It’s just a matter if 
he’s able to maneuver his way. Training, just keep it simple.”

3  Capo Bastone
Sent to Todd Pletcher for East Coast campaign after third in last year’s 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile. Won 2013 debut in slop at Gulfstream, faltered in 
Grade 3 Spiral, bounced back to be a game second to stablemate Forty Tales 
in 1-mile Derby Trial and showed little when seventh in Woody Stephens. 

Trainer Todd Pletcher:  “We’re trying to find the right spot for him. 
We’ve had trouble figuring out exactly what that is, the horse trained so well 
in the last two or three breezes, we decided to take a shot in the big one. We 
were thinking about a longer stake on the dirt, we breezed him on the turf 
and that seemed to go well. Last week, he breezed in company with Verraza-
no, he breezed great, we just thought he’s at his best right now.” 

4  Slan Abhaile
Hard Spun colt put in big effort against allowance foes earlier in the meet 
and makes stakes debut today.

Trainer Dale Romans:  “Stepping up, but he’s a quality horse. Give him 
a chance against the big boys. He has to step up, we realize that. I think he 
will. He’s training very well. He had a real good breeze. He’s just learning 
how to run.”

5  Majestic Hussar
One-time classics contender returned from more than five-month freshen-
ing to win easily here Aug. 4. Won his debut at Saratoga and then finished 
seventh in the Grade 1 Hopeful. 

Trainer Eddie Kenneally: “Sprinting is what he prefers to do. That’s 
what we’re going to focus on now. He’s got a lot of natural speed. He’s a 
grand horse, this would definitely make him a valuable item if he could win 
this. Freshen up, back off, we were off the Triple Crown trail and we figured 
we’d bring him back for a summer/fall campaign. His comeback race was 
very good, I was hoping to get it a little sooner, it just gave us 20 days. It 
wasn’t ideal. Hopefully this race isn’t too soon off a lifetime best race. He 
doesn’t have to be on the lead. Ideally you’d like to be sitting just behind the 
leaders. It’s a good race. I don’t think there are any Quality Roads or proven 
Grade 1 horses in here, that’s why they got 14 horses for it.”

6  Bad Hombre
Two-time winner at Belmont found himself on the lead in Curlin Stakes 
earlier this meet but couldn’t hold off Travers-bound duo of Transparent and 
Romansh. Cuts back in distance today. 

Trainer John Kimmel: “When the Pleasant Colony didn’t fill Friday, our 
options became limited. We have a horse who’s sitting on a good race. We 
thought taking a shot when they were telling me there was going to be about 
seven horses. It wasn’t a bad idea. Then the overnight comes out and there’s 
14 and I’m scratching my head. It might be helpful, when the two favorites 
are deep closers in a 14-horse field, they might have to overcome some nav-
igation issues. He might be able to work out a nice trip. The horse is doing 
very well, it wouldn’t surprise me if he jumped up and ran a good race going 
from a mile-and-an-eighth to seven-eighths.”

Race 
11 Grade 1

$500,000
7 furlongs
3-year-olds

The King’s Bishop

Majestic Hussar

Let Em Shine

Forty Tales
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See KING’S BISHOP page 26 
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With over 20 years of experience 
we know how to get you started in
fractional ownership.

Compete at the highest levels. Enjoy a unique lifestyle experience. 
Share the expenses. Live a dream. Make new friends. Create 
memories with your family. Oh, and have a darn good time doing it.

Begin your journey.

WWW.WESTPOINTTB.COM/SPA

This advertisement is for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell securities.

A horse can
take you on

an incredible
journey.

The Gold Standard
in Racing Partnerships

Follow us at www.twitter.com/westpointtbred

Race 
11 Grade 1

$500,000
7 furlongs
3-year-olds

The King’s Bishop

Central Banker

7  Mentor Cane
Spirited Mizzen Mast colt set quick pace in Amsterdam, lugged out bad-
ly around the turn and still finished fourth in jump from maiden ranks to 
Grade 2 stakes.

Trainer John Shirreffs:  “It’s a big field, yes, but sometimes a big field is 
to a horse’s advantage. As long as they get a little luck in a big field. People 
can’t be riding each other’s horses. They have to concentrate on what’s going 
on around them. In a small field it’s like, ‘I can watch this one, I can watch 
that one.’ There’s just too much going on. It can work to your benefit quite 
often.”

8  Declan’s Warrior
Bay Shore winner and Woody Stephens runner-up gets new rider in John 
Velazquez, who replaces Jose Lezcano. 

Trainer Nick Zito: “Nothing against Jose. I’ve won a lot of big races 
with Johnny. He’s the premier rider right now. We decided if we could get 
him, why not? Johnny worked him, he got along with the horse well. Inter-
esting thing is because I wanted, I told Johnny what to do. I basically told 
one of my riders to go on, because Johnny watched the tapes of the races 
and wanted to see about the dirt. He took it all and worked in :59 2/5. He 
had a really good day that day. Hopefully now he’ll have a good afternoon.”

9  Overanalyze
Makes his 10th stakes start in a row and tries to stop a three-race losing 
streak that includes the Kentucky Derby, Belmont and West Virginia Derby. 

Trainer Todd Pletcher:  “Just trying to get back on track. I wouldn’t 
hold the Derby or Belmont against him. His West Virginia race was a 
little bit disappointing. If you look back at his Futurity, he ran a big race, 
sprinting. We’re just trying to mix it up and see if we can get him back in 
the winner’s circle. I thought he had trained well into his last one and he 
was getting class relief for the first time in a while. He didn’t really have an 
excuse, other than Rosie (Napravnik) said she thought the track was weird 
and he didn’t like it. We haven’t done anything with him since then, short 
gallops, not breezing him, just freshening him up and see what happens. 
Trying a different approach.”

10  Let Em Shine
California shipper hasn’t been out since setting pace and finishing fourth in 
Woody Stephens on Belmont Stakes undercard. 

Trainer Adam Kitchingman:  “No layoff, just placing my horse in the 
right spots. There are no 3-year-old races in California. It’s a logical spot to 
run him in. He shows speed every time he runs. It’s going to be challenging, 
but it is what it is and we’ll make the most of it. Everything is up to the 
jockey and the horse now. We’ve done everything we could. He’s happy, he’s 
healthy. The rest is going to be up to racing luck.” 

11  Integrity
Hard Spun colt won going the King’s Bishop distance two starts back, then 
disappointed as the favorite in allowance/optional claiming race here the 
second day of the meet. 

Trainer Chad Brown: “He’s doing well, he’s healthy and he’s sound, so 
we’ll go ahead and give it our best shot.”

12  Central Banker
Speedy Speightstown colt exits a 5 ½-furlong turf win, his first start of 2013, 
in the Quick Call here July 25 and seeks his fourth lifetime win. Used similar 
turf to dirt move last year, when second in stakes at Kentucky Downs before 
romping in allowance company at Churchill Downs.

Trainer Al Stall: “He’s the type of horse that will do better in a free-
for-all type race like this. The racing office acted like there was going to be 
seven, eight, nine horses in the race and 14 showed up – tons of pace, tons 
of middle, closers. It’s a wild race. How can it not be? He’s just the type to 
get in there and get in a fight and love it. Dirt doesn’t bother him. We like 
the post, and all those warm bodies. He’s like that. That’s his demeanor. He’s 
always been one of the favorites just because of the way he is, mean as he is 
and all that stuff, he doesn’t mean any harm by it. We had some luck with 
turf to dirt with him. Last year, he went from a Kentucky Downs little stakes 
to the one other than at Churchill and he just galloped. We’re excited. He’s a 
beautiful horse. He deserves a chance.”
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Race 
11 Grade 1

$500,000
7 furlongs
3-year-olds

The King’s Bishop

Salutos Amigos 13  Miraculousmo
Stylish maiden winner earlier in the meet tries to improve on sire 
J Be K’s sixth-place finish in this same race in 2008.

Trainer Dale Romans: “He’s extremely talented. We’re throw-
ing him in deep water but he’s extremely talented. He’s more athletic 
than the other horse, more a free mover. He’s real quality.”

14  No Distinction
Three-race winning streak came to an end when second in Quick 
Call in turf debut, a move made out of necessity according to the 
With Distinction colt’s trainer.

Trainer Randy Morse:   “I love my draw. He had a little foot 
issue, that’s the main reason I ran him on the turf, I’m not worried 
about that, he’s better on the dirt. He came out of it good. All I’ve 
seen is five- and six-horse fields in these Grade 1s and I get in one, 
it’s 14. I guess I’m lucky to get in. To me, he’ll be laying just to the 
outside of the two speed horses.” 
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Analysis: 
John Velazquez summed up his job in today’s Travers.  
“I have to manage my horse, I can’t overdo it in front and I can’t 
forget about the horse behind me. I’ve got to watch both of them. 
Palace Malice in front and Orb behind. I’ve got to find the happy 
medium in there somewhere.” At this stage in the summer, 
championship honors are still up for grabs while running styles 
are firmly established. Moreno, third in the Jim Dandy, is the 
speed. Breaking outside him, Mike Smith will stalk aboard Jim 
Dandy winner Palace Malice. Velazquez, breaking from post 3 
aboard Verrazano, will attempt to get outside, stalking just off 
Palace Malice. As Velazquez said, with an eye on Palace Malice 
and an ear on Orb. Joel Rosario, breaking from post 2 aboard Orb, 
will keep it simple, lag back and try to make one run. Velazquez 
won’t make that easy, “I want to get outside and get him where I 
want him.” He seemed to be talking about Verrazano and Orb all 
at the same time. A brilliant race, a tactical gem.

Main Contenders: 
Kentucky Derby winner. Haskell winner. Belmont/Jim Dandy 
winner. Those are the obvious main contenders for this 
year’s Travers. Put away after finishing third in the Belmont, 
Orb returns for his first race this summer. Trainer Shug 
McGaughey decided to do it this way months ago, he’s had 
all the time he needed, nothing has gone wrong. Freshened 
after a disappointing run in the Derby, Verrazano returned to 
trounce rivals in the Pegasus and the Haskell, he returns to 
the acidity today, with still something to prove. Palace Malice, 
the steadiest of them all (well, when he’s not wearing blinkers), 
continues, hands at 10 and 2, straight down the middle lane, 
he roars in off a professional and relatively easy win in the Jim 
Dandy. After the Jim Dandy, Smith said he saved his horse for 
the Travers. Watching Orb breeze this week, he’s brewing with 
energy and looks like he’s fully recovered from the stresses of 
the Triple Crown. Speaking to trainers Todd Pletcher and Shug 
McGaughey, they’re content. Wow, what a race.

Value Plays:
If bettors become enamored with Verrazano’s dazzling speed 
figure from the Haskell he could get bet below his 2-1 morning-
line price, leaving Palace Malice as a play at 3-1 or better and 
Orb a definite win proposition at anything better than 7-2. Coming 
up with a legitimate longshot to pair up with any of those three 
is difficult, but the improving Godolphin duo of Transparent and 
Romansh could be good value. Transparent ran one of the better 
two-turn races at the meet before he was disqualified from first 
in the Curlin Stakes. Moreno could also provide value and if he 
gets away on an easy lead and a slow pace a similar outcome to 
his Jim Dandy third might be in line.

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $80 exacta Orb over Palace Malice. 
• $20 exacta Palace Malice over Orb.

Analysis: 
Been waiting all meet for this, right? Kentucky Derby 
winner, Belmont Stakes winner and Haskell winner meet 
in a showdown at 1 ¼ miles. Six others make it interesting 
but this is a three-horse race. Orb, Palace Malice and 
Verrazano. Simple.

Main Contenders: 
This winter and spring, Shug McGaughey raved about 
Orb’s training at the quiet, sedate Payson Park Training 
Center in Florida. The result was a winning streak that 
culminated in the Kentucky Derby. After losses in the 
Preakness and Belmont, McGaughey went back to the 
country and sent Orb to Fair Hill. The result appears to 
be a vibrant, thriving racehorse. McGaughey called it an 
“experiment” and it’s worked in the sense that Orb carries 
more weight than he did at the end of the Triple Crown 
and looks fresh and sharp training. He hasn’t run in 11 
weeks and faces two horses with more recent races. 
Therein lie the vagaries of training horses. Todd Pletcher 
skipped the Preakness with Palace Malice and won the 
Belmont off a freshening. The horse added the Jim Dandy 
here and sits on another big effort. Like his stablemate, 
Verrazano skipped the Preakness after a dismal Derby. 
Pletcher went the Monmouth route for stakes wins in the 
Pegasus and Haskell. They were brilliant. Different paths, 
same result. The lazier of the two, Verrazano worked in 
company while Palace Malice worked by himself. Three 
sharp horses aiming for a major victory. One of them wins.

Value Plays:
Of the three players, Orb will offer value. People will 
question the layoff, ponder the Fair Hill effect and flock 
to the recent brilliance of the other two. McGaughey 
seems quietly confident, though he’d probably wish there 
were less people hanging around his barn. Moreno and 
Transparent look like the only outside-the-box horses to 
use. Both ran well over the track and seem best prepared 
to tackle the distance.

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $30 win on Orb.
• $20 exacta box with Orb and Palace Malice.
• $2 trifecta part wheel with Orb and Palace Malice in the 
   top two spots and all in third.
• $2 straight superfecta Orb, Palace Malice, Transparent, 
   Verrazano.

Analysis: 
Nearly every year the familiar tune rings even before the 
last of the dust settled after the Triple Crown. Just wait 
until the Travers, everyone says. They’re talking about 
the race known as the Midsummer Derby as the race 
that will help sort out the 3-year-old male division and 
often in recent years it never got the chance with the 
sport’s biggest stars absent. Not this year. Preakness 
Stakes winner Oxbow is missing, but the race does 
feature Kentucky Derby winner Orb, Belmont Stakes 
winner Palace Malice and Haskell Invitational winner 
Verrazano. The 10-furlong trip of the Travers always 
presents an interesting challenge, for horseplayers 
as much as the 3-year-olds asked to run that far. One 
of the most interesting angles is the pace of the race. 
Specifically, what will it be and who will set it?

Main Contenders: 
Listening to trainer Shug McGaughey talk about Orb 
this week seems awfully similar to his mood before the 
Kentucky Derby. Watching the colt train leaves the same 
impression as he’s showing that his time away from the 
racetrack at Fair Hill treated him well. Palace Malice 
showed no ill effects from his own classics campaign, 
which included a disappointing run in the Derby and a 
victory in the Belmont. Todd Pletcher all but said the 
Belmont didn’t take much out of the fast colt and he ran 
like it in the Jim Dandy, posting one of the best races of 
the meeting. Verrazano blasted the field in the Haskell, 
but many question the quality of that group. He’s won 6 of 
7, the only loss coming in the slop at Churchill Downs for 
the Derby. 

Value Plays:
If bettors become enamored with Verrazano’s dazzling 
speed figure from the Haskell he could get bet below his 
2-1 morning-line price, leaving Palace Malice as a play at 
3-1 or better and Orb a definite win proposition at anything 
better than 7-2. Coming up with a legitimate longshot to 
pair up with any of those three is difficult, but the improving 
Godolphin duo of Transparent and Romansh could be good 
value. Transparent ran one of the better two-turn races at 
the meet before he was disqualified from first in the Curlin 
Stakes. Moreno could also provide value and if he gets 
away on an easy lead and a slow pace a similar outcome to 
his Jim Dandy third might be in line. 

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $50 win on Orb.
• $5 exacta Box Orb, Palace Malice and Transparent.
• $2 trifecta Part Wheel Orb with Palace Malice with  
   Transparent, Will Take Charge, Romansh, Moreno, 
   Golden Soul. 
• $2 trifecta Part Wheel Palace Malice with Orb with 
   Transparent, Will Take Charge, Romansh, Moreno, 
   Golden Soul.

TRAVERS STAKES
Wagering guide

Affectionately dubbed the ‘Midsummer Derby,’ the Travers Stakes is the keystone race of Saratoga’s seven-week 
meet.  Now in its 144th running, the Travers annually attracts the nation’s premier three-year-olds and is an 
important step on the trail to the Breeders’ Cup Classic.  To help you separate the contenders from the pretenders 
in this year’s Travers, we’ve produced this handy Wagering Guide so that you can bet the race with confidence.  

Our Travers Stakes Wagering Guide was written with you, the Bettor, in mind.  Our contributors have decades of 
industry experience, and each approaches handicapping the races from a different, unique perspective.  Inside this 
Guide, you’ll find Race Analysis, Main Contender Profiles and potential Value Plays from each of our contributors, 
along with $100 Wagering Strategies to help you play the race intelligently.  

At Xpressbet, we do more than simply process your wagers.  To us, it’s important that we arm our customers with the 
best information available.  If you’ve never visited Xpressbet before, stop by and check out our free Daily Picks, access 
the products in our Pro Shop and read our free Wagering Guides.  Hopefully they’ll help you cash a few wagers.   

We hope you enjoy our Wagering Guide and are able to cash a few tickets this afternoon.  Once you return home, 
please keep us in mind.  With Xpressbet, you can bet Saratoga and all of your other favorite tracks from your 
computer or mobile device.  

Good Racing Luck!
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Feelin’ Just Dandy

Since 1992, the Travers winner used the 

Jim Dandy as his final prep race 12 times.  

The Haskell is second, having been used as 

the winner’s stepping-stone 5 times.  
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Analysis: 
John Velazquez summed up his job in today’s Travers.  
“I have to manage my horse, I can’t overdo it in front and I can’t 
forget about the horse behind me. I’ve got to watch both of them. 
Palace Malice in front and Orb behind. I’ve got to find the happy 
medium in there somewhere.” At this stage in the summer, 
championship honors are still up for grabs while running styles 
are firmly established. Moreno, third in the Jim Dandy, is the 
speed. Breaking outside him, Mike Smith will stalk aboard Jim 
Dandy winner Palace Malice. Velazquez, breaking from post 3 
aboard Verrazano, will attempt to get outside, stalking just off 
Palace Malice. As Velazquez said, with an eye on Palace Malice 
and an ear on Orb. Joel Rosario, breaking from post 2 aboard Orb, 
will keep it simple, lag back and try to make one run. Velazquez 
won’t make that easy, “I want to get outside and get him where I 
want him.” He seemed to be talking about Verrazano and Orb all 
at the same time. A brilliant race, a tactical gem.

Main Contenders: 
Kentucky Derby winner. Haskell winner. Belmont/Jim Dandy 
winner. Those are the obvious main contenders for this 
year’s Travers. Put away after finishing third in the Belmont, 
Orb returns for his first race this summer. Trainer Shug 
McGaughey decided to do it this way months ago, he’s had 
all the time he needed, nothing has gone wrong. Freshened 
after a disappointing run in the Derby, Verrazano returned to 
trounce rivals in the Pegasus and the Haskell, he returns to 
the acidity today, with still something to prove. Palace Malice, 
the steadiest of them all (well, when he’s not wearing blinkers), 
continues, hands at 10 and 2, straight down the middle lane, 
he roars in off a professional and relatively easy win in the Jim 
Dandy. After the Jim Dandy, Smith said he saved his horse for 
the Travers. Watching Orb breeze this week, he’s brewing with 
energy and looks like he’s fully recovered from the stresses of 
the Triple Crown. Speaking to trainers Todd Pletcher and Shug 
McGaughey, they’re content. Wow, what a race.

Value Plays:
If bettors become enamored with Verrazano’s dazzling speed 
figure from the Haskell he could get bet below his 2-1 morning-
line price, leaving Palace Malice as a play at 3-1 or better and 
Orb a definite win proposition at anything better than 7-2. Coming 
up with a legitimate longshot to pair up with any of those three 
is difficult, but the improving Godolphin duo of Transparent and 
Romansh could be good value. Transparent ran one of the better 
two-turn races at the meet before he was disqualified from first 
in the Curlin Stakes. Moreno could also provide value and if he 
gets away on an easy lead and a slow pace a similar outcome to 
his Jim Dandy third might be in line.

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $80 exacta Orb over Palace Malice. 
• $20 exacta Palace Malice over Orb.

Analysis: 
Been waiting all meet for this, right? Kentucky Derby 
winner, Belmont Stakes winner and Haskell winner meet 
in a showdown at 1 ¼ miles. Six others make it interesting 
but this is a three-horse race. Orb, Palace Malice and 
Verrazano. Simple.

Main Contenders: 
This winter and spring, Shug McGaughey raved about 
Orb’s training at the quiet, sedate Payson Park Training 
Center in Florida. The result was a winning streak that 
culminated in the Kentucky Derby. After losses in the 
Preakness and Belmont, McGaughey went back to the 
country and sent Orb to Fair Hill. The result appears to 
be a vibrant, thriving racehorse. McGaughey called it an 
“experiment” and it’s worked in the sense that Orb carries 
more weight than he did at the end of the Triple Crown 
and looks fresh and sharp training. He hasn’t run in 11 
weeks and faces two horses with more recent races. 
Therein lie the vagaries of training horses. Todd Pletcher 
skipped the Preakness with Palace Malice and won the 
Belmont off a freshening. The horse added the Jim Dandy 
here and sits on another big effort. Like his stablemate, 
Verrazano skipped the Preakness after a dismal Derby. 
Pletcher went the Monmouth route for stakes wins in the 
Pegasus and Haskell. They were brilliant. Different paths, 
same result. The lazier of the two, Verrazano worked in 
company while Palace Malice worked by himself. Three 
sharp horses aiming for a major victory. One of them wins.

Value Plays:
Of the three players, Orb will offer value. People will 
question the layoff, ponder the Fair Hill effect and flock 
to the recent brilliance of the other two. McGaughey 
seems quietly confident, though he’d probably wish there 
were less people hanging around his barn. Moreno and 
Transparent look like the only outside-the-box horses to 
use. Both ran well over the track and seem best prepared 
to tackle the distance.

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $30 win on Orb.
• $20 exacta box with Orb and Palace Malice.
• $2 trifecta part wheel with Orb and Palace Malice in the 
   top two spots and all in third.
• $2 straight superfecta Orb, Palace Malice, Transparent, 
   Verrazano.

Analysis: 
Nearly every year the familiar tune rings even before the 
last of the dust settled after the Triple Crown. Just wait 
until the Travers, everyone says. They’re talking about 
the race known as the Midsummer Derby as the race 
that will help sort out the 3-year-old male division and 
often in recent years it never got the chance with the 
sport’s biggest stars absent. Not this year. Preakness 
Stakes winner Oxbow is missing, but the race does 
feature Kentucky Derby winner Orb, Belmont Stakes 
winner Palace Malice and Haskell Invitational winner 
Verrazano. The 10-furlong trip of the Travers always 
presents an interesting challenge, for horseplayers 
as much as the 3-year-olds asked to run that far. One 
of the most interesting angles is the pace of the race. 
Specifically, what will it be and who will set it?

Main Contenders: 
Listening to trainer Shug McGaughey talk about Orb 
this week seems awfully similar to his mood before the 
Kentucky Derby. Watching the colt train leaves the same 
impression as he’s showing that his time away from the 
racetrack at Fair Hill treated him well. Palace Malice 
showed no ill effects from his own classics campaign, 
which included a disappointing run in the Derby and a 
victory in the Belmont. Todd Pletcher all but said the 
Belmont didn’t take much out of the fast colt and he ran 
like it in the Jim Dandy, posting one of the best races of 
the meeting. Verrazano blasted the field in the Haskell, 
but many question the quality of that group. He’s won 6 of 
7, the only loss coming in the slop at Churchill Downs for 
the Derby. 

Value Plays:
If bettors become enamored with Verrazano’s dazzling 
speed figure from the Haskell he could get bet below his 
2-1 morning-line price, leaving Palace Malice as a play at 
3-1 or better and Orb a definite win proposition at anything 
better than 7-2. Coming up with a legitimate longshot to 
pair up with any of those three is difficult, but the improving 
Godolphin duo of Transparent and Romansh could be good 
value. Transparent ran one of the better two-turn races at 
the meet before he was disqualified from first in the Curlin 
Stakes. Moreno could also provide value and if he gets 
away on an easy lead and a slow pace a similar outcome to 
his Jim Dandy third might be in line. 

$100 Wagering Strategy:
• $50 win on Orb.
• $5 exacta Box Orb, Palace Malice and Transparent.
• $2 trifecta Part Wheel Orb with Palace Malice with  
   Transparent, Will Take Charge, Romansh, Moreno, 
   Golden Soul. 
• $2 trifecta Part Wheel Palace Malice with Orb with 
   Transparent, Will Take Charge, Romansh, Moreno, 
   Golden Soul.

TRAVERS STAKES
Wagering guide

Affectionately dubbed the ‘Midsummer Derby,’ the Travers Stakes is the keystone race of Saratoga’s seven-week 
meet.  Now in its 144th running, the Travers annually attracts the nation’s premier three-year-olds and is an 
important step on the trail to the Breeders’ Cup Classic.  To help you separate the contenders from the pretenders 
in this year’s Travers, we’ve produced this handy Wagering Guide so that you can bet the race with confidence.  

Our Travers Stakes Wagering Guide was written with you, the Bettor, in mind.  Our contributors have decades of 
industry experience, and each approaches handicapping the races from a different, unique perspective.  Inside this 
Guide, you’ll find Race Analysis, Main Contender Profiles and potential Value Plays from each of our contributors, 
along with $100 Wagering Strategies to help you play the race intelligently.  

At Xpressbet, we do more than simply process your wagers.  To us, it’s important that we arm our customers with the 
best information available.  If you’ve never visited Xpressbet before, stop by and check out our free Daily Picks, access 
the products in our Pro Shop and read our free Wagering Guides.  Hopefully they’ll help you cash a few wagers.   

We hope you enjoy our Wagering Guide and are able to cash a few tickets this afternoon.  Once you return home, 
please keep us in mind.  With Xpressbet, you can bet Saratoga and all of your other favorite tracks from your 
computer or mobile device.  

Good Racing Luck!
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As soon as the clock struck 7 a.m., 
Sweet Lulu was out of her stall, tacked 
up and ready to roll. As she walked 
around the shed row, waiting for reg-
ular exercise rider Edgar Rodriguez to 
climb aboard and passing Jerry Hol-
lendorfer assistant Christina Jelm with 
each circle, she stared Jelm down as if 
saying, “I’ve got this, just let me race 
already.”

The California-based filly has had 
enough waiting around. After shipping 
cross-country from Del Mar on Tuesday 
with Rodriguez, she’s hit the track each 
morning at 7 and put in time schooling 
in the paddock. She’s even run into fel-
low competition in today’s Test Stakes, 
bumping into Chad Brown trained 
My Happy Face who was also school-
ing in the paddock during the races on 
Wednesday. 

“We got to have a look at her, and 
she had a look at us,” said Jelm of the 
encounter. 

During another schooling session in 
the paddock, Jelm described an anxious 
Sweet Lulu, on her toes and ready to 
role in 7-furlong, $500,000 Grade 1. 

“We schooled her in the paddock the 
other day. And when you leave the pad-
dock here of course you have to take the 
path out to the main track,” Jelm said. 
“As soon as she hit the racetrack after 
the paddock she bowed her head like 
she was going to go. I didn’t know if I 
was going to be able to hang on to her. 
She couldn’t understand why we were 
on the ground and not on her back.” 

Although Sweet Lulu is the least ex-
perienced horse in the field, with only 
three races under her belt, all wins, you 
wouldn’t know it by looking at her. The 
chestnut filly fills her stall, leaving barely 
any room for a groom. Even-tempered, 
she quietly stared out the window of 
her stall, letting out a sigh as she was 
saddled Friday morning, a sign that she 
knows she’ll have to wait another day 
to race. She towers over lead ponies as 
she strides to the track, head up, always 
looking around. She has a dominating 
presence, evident as she rounds the 
turn on the main track; you can’t miss 

Joe Clancy
Sweet Lulu makes her Saratoga debut for trainer Jerry Hollendorfer.

A Real Lulu
California shipper tackles Grade 1 
sprint at Saratoga for Hollendorfer

BY RYAN JONES TEST STAKES PREVIEW

See SWEET LULU page 31 
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her as she barrels in and out of the ear-
ly morning shadows, professional and 
workmanlike. 

Prior to heading out for a light gal-
lop, Jelm inquired about Rodriguez’s 
whip, as he was climbing aboard the 
Mr. Greeley filly.

“No whip?”
“No,” answered Rodriguez.
“That means she’s well behaved and 

goes forward,” explained Jelm. “She’s 
everything you want in a racehorse. 
She’s strong but she can certainly get 
wound up. That’s why Edgar’s on her; 
it takes a bit of strength to handle her.”

After a late start to her career, Sweet 
Lulu has rolled to three consecutive 
wins in Southern California. 

She’s won at distances shorter and 
longer than today’s 7 furlongs, and 
jockey Julien Leparoux gets the mount 
for the second straight time. The chips 
seem to be falling into place for Sweet 
Lulu.

“This is going to be exciting,” said 
Jelm. “There aren’t necessarily ques-
tions with her, but we’re going into a 
Grade 1, so it heightens the expecta-
tions.”

Taking home the hardware in the Test 
is not going to be no easy task however. 

She finds herself amidst strong com-
pany that includes the first four finish-
ers in the Prioress and five graded stakes 
winners among the nine entrants. 

Sweeet Lulu –
 Continued from page 30
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1  Irish Lute
Finished third in her first two graded stakes attempts—the Eight Belles at 
Churchill and the Prioress at Saratoga. 

Trainer Dallas Stewart:  “The distance is going to be the difference 
from the Prioress. Robby [Albarado] had to move her sooner than we think 
she wanted to. The added distance will help. We really wanted to race her 
here at Saratoga. We were looking forward to hitting these races. We ran her 
pretty hard this winter, and she ran hard in a race down at Churchill and 
now she’s being asked for everything.” 

2  Baby J
Won the Grade 3 Victory Ride after battling for the lead throughout. Third 
in last year’s Schuylerville, J Be K filly has won two of three since being 
transfered to trainer Pat Reynolds. 

Trainer Pat Reynolds: “No question her last race in the Victory Ride 
was her best. It was the first graded stakes that she won and when you win 
it takes your best effort. I don’t know numbers wise, but visually she looked 
great. She’s real quick. She earned her way here. The way she’s going right 
now, and with the added distance in the race, I guess that’s why they named 
it the Test. We just have to hope that she doesn’t commit suicide on the front 
end. She’s real sharp out of the gate. We’re hoping she can moderate it, and 
7 furlongs, until they do it you don’t know.” 

3  So Many Ways
Headlined the 2-year-old filly division here last year with bookend victories 
in the Schuylerville and Spinaway. Won her first start for new barn earlier 
this year, but has lost two straight while racing closer to the front. 

Trainer Tom Amoss  “She’s never been a filly that handled herself great 
in the paddock and she certainly did not the last time we ran her here. We’re 
looking to improve on that. We’ve worked on it quite a bit. Our style of 
running last time is not our style. That was not the plan heading into the 
Prioress. She was on or near the front end. That is not her style of running. 
Perhaps that related to her behavior in the paddock, I don’t know. The plan 
here is seven-eighths, which is a very good distance for her and to run her 
style of race which is to lay off and come around horses.”

4  I’m Mom’s Favorite
Defeated eventual Prioress winner Lighthouse Bay in Miss Preakness then 
faltered when fifth about a month later in Grade 3 Victory Ride at Belmont. 

Trainer Tony Dutrow:  “Her last race was very, very poor. Very sub-
par. It is my opinion – I have no other reason to believe – that she did not 
care for Belmont’s surface. She’s training very, very good over the Saratoga 
surface. Our filly is at the top of her game. She’s ready to run her very best 
race, and there’s a lot to gain if we’re able to perform well at the Test Stakes. 
I’m feeling good that our filly is ready to run a top race. I don’t know if 
that’s good enough, but if it is good enough I want to put it to use in a big 
race like the Test.” 

5  Sweet Lulu
Ventures out of California and into stakes company for first time for Jerry 
Hollendorfer off three convincing victories. 

Assistant trainer Christina Jelm:   “There aren’t necessarily questions 
with her, but we’re going into a Grade 1, so it heightens the expectations. 
We shipped Sahara Sky out East for the Met Mile and he won. The idea is to 
go 2-for-2 in East Coast Grade 1s. She’s everything you want in a racehorse. 
She’s strong but she can certainly get wound up though. She’s taken to the 
track really well. Been out every day she’s been here. It’s a working holiday 
for the horses up here. They get to graze. They just love it.”

6  Lighthouse Bay
Upset winner of the Prioress at more than 21-1, Speightstown filly bids for 
her second straight Grade 1 victory. 

Trainer George Weaver:   “The Test carries a lot of tradition like the 
Met Mile. It’s more than just a Grade 1. It’s a marquee race for 3-year-old 
fillies and it’s always been a good indicator of being a broodmare down the 
line. It’s a very prestigious race to win. It’s about more than just the money 
and the Grade 1 status. We’re just proud to be participating in it.”

Race 
9

$500,000
Grade 1

7 furlongs
3-year-old fillies

The Test

So Many Ways

Lighthouse Bay

Irish Lute
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7  Ju Ju Eyeballs
Rides a five-race win streak that started in $15,000 claiming company and 
includes back-to-back stakes in her last two starts. Makes first start past 6 
furlongs today. 

Trainer Jason Servis:   “She’s a good filly and she’s running great. I’m 
not at all concerned about the added distance. I don’t think it’s going to be a 
problem. She’s never gone that far and I’m excited to see her with the extra 
distance. (Jockey Irad Ortiz) has been good to me so it should be exciting.”

8  My Happy Face
Graded-stakes winning juvenile cuts back in distance after finishing second 
to Princess of Sylmar in Coaching Club American Oaks going 9 furlongs. 

Trainer Chad Brown:  “Before the Coaching Club, all of her races were 
around one turn. So she’s got a lot of experience around one turn and I don’t 
think cutting her back will be any sort of problem. She’s the kind of filly 
that will adapt to the pace. If they are going fast up front she’ll lay back and 
make a run. If there’s no pace she’ll lay close.” 

9  Wildcat Lily
Florida-based speedball nearly lasted in Prioress, finishing second by a half-
length in her first start out of her native state. She’s breezed three times at 
Gulfstream since and seeks her fifth win of the season.

Trainer Manny Azpurua:  “She’s a wonderful filly. She’s been doing 
everything right, everything we ask of her and that’s what you want heading 
into a race like this. She’s a mature horse now. She get’s up every morning 
ready to work, and I believe she’s going to keep doing that. The track is just 
like Gulfstream now, so I think she’ll run well over it. It’s an open race. The 
Prioress was a small field, and in there she ran fast and never looked back.”

Race 
9 The Test

My Happy Face
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SARATOGA 
NEIGHBORHOOD

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:50 AM  Page 1

Radwan, Brown & Company psc

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

certified public accountants

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com
(859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry. Now, I 
can watch the horses again.”  -Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable 

THE
WISHING

WELL 
Since 1936

“CLASSIC
ELEGANCE”

in the foothills of the 
Adirondacks a few miles north 

of  Saratoga Springs

745 Saratoga Road, Wilton, NY
518.584.7640

wishingwellrestaurant.com

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:51 AM  Page 2

Use Saratoga’s 
Hometown Handicapper 

for racing selections 
all year long.

VAHorsracingNews.com

Virginia Horseracing News, the newest and 
best source of information related to racing and 
breeding Thoroughbreds in the Commonwealth.

Glenn Petty
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Kentucky Thoroughbred Owners & Breeders, Inc.  (859) 259-1643 • www.kentuckybred.org

   Run for 
in the BLUEGRASS!

GREEN
•

Keeneland  

Kentucky Downs  

Churchill Downs  

• •

• New Race Dates  •  $27.3 Million  
 
 

  

Naming a yearling or 2-year-old 
can be as thoughtful and creative as an 
owner or breeder may choose.

Some are named with parts of the 
dam and sire. Then there are times when 
owners wait and rely on the horse’s per-
sonality to dictate a name. Every once 
in a while a name is submitted with real 
meaning.  Sometimes a name is not just a 
name, but a way to eternalize a person or 
idea, a way to pay homage.  The simplic-
ity of the name Miz Ida does just that.

Miz Ida is named for holocaust sur-
vivor Ida Schultz, best friend to the late 
Elaine Klein.  The small, bay 4-year-old 
homebred filly by Proud Citizen is a 
walking monument.  Her name stands 
for survival and faith and friendship, 
and her graded stakes-winning record is 
evidence. 

Ida Schultz was born in Poland in 
1927.  At 15 she was placed in a Nazi 
concentration camp along with her 
mother, father and brother. Over the 
next three years she was moved to 17 
camps, before the holocaust ended in 
1945. She was the only survivor in her 
family. 

Schultz eventually made her way 
to America where she found a love 
for Thoroughbred racing and became 
friends with prominent Kentucky own-
ers Richard, Bertram and Elaine Klein. 

“I met the Kleins in 2001 or 2002 and 
we got to be very good friends.  As you 
know Mrs. Klein passed away,” Schultz 
said with a shaky voice. “We were very 
close, Richard and all the children and 
all the grandchildren. I’m heartbroken 
that I lost her. I went to the Kentucky 
Derby and Breeder’s Cup, that’s how it 
started and she named the horse after 
me. One day she told me, we are go-
ing to name her Miz Ida.  We were very 
close, we talked practically every other 
day and it’s just one of those things. I’m 
still in mourning.”  

Today, Miz Ida will make her first 
start since Elaine Klein lost her battle 
with cancer at age 80 July 30. In to-
day’s Grade 2 Ballston Spa, the Ken-
tucky-bred takes on seven impressive 
fillies and mares, many she has met in-
cluding a narrow defeat to Somali Lem-
onade in the Dr. James Penny at Parx 

July 2.
Trained by Steve Margolis, Miz Ida 

has won seven of 13 lifetime starts and 
has finished first or second in all three 
starts this year following a six-month 
layoff over the winter.  

“After the Mrs. Revere we decided to 
give her the winter off,” Margolis said. 
“She only had a few weeks off between 
winning the Mint Julep and the race at 

Parx. This race just came at the perfect 
time.  With the passing of Mrs. Klein, 
this race means a lot to everyone.”

While the timing may be perfect from 
a trainer’s standpoint, Ida Schultz finds 
it difficult to move on to another race 
without Elaine.  

“I live in Florida so I’m going to go 

Sean Clancy
Miz Ida and trainer Steve Margolis run for more than purse money in today’s Ballston Spa.

Ida’s Horse
Grade 2 turf stakes starter honors 

late owner’s longtime friend
BY CATLYN SPIVEY BALLSTON SPA STAKES 

See MIZ IDA page 40 
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With powerful breeding programs that offer zero risk to breeders,  
Simmard will change the way you think about breeding your mares. 

2014 Fee: $2,800

Breed for the Future. Breed for the Triple Crown.

Simmard
Dibs

Mississippi Mud

State

Dixieland Band

Northern Dancer

Spectacular Bid

Inquiries to:
Antonio Francesco
Dormellito Stud
(212) 452-2068
antonio@dormellitostud.com

www.DormellitoStud.com

“The rarest jewels  
in Thoroughbred breeding  

are those mares and rich female lines 
that continue to produce top-class 
runners . . . for whatever reason,  

some female families are also  
better at producing top stallions.  
The Knight’s Daughter family,  

responsible for Round Table  
and his full sister Monarchy,  

has led to a spate of sires through 
Monarchy’s daughter State,  

including Pulpit, Tale of the Cat, 
Johannesburg, and Teuflesberg.”

– Anne Peters, Pedigree Expert

Andi Taylor © 2013

Simmard descends from the powerful Knight’s Daughter female line,  
which has produced many top stallions.

Multiple Graded Stakes Winner. Stakes Record 
Setter. The only Graded-Stakes-Winning son  
of DIXIELAND BAND available to breeders! 
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1  Laughing
Irish-bred mare exits a front-running win in the Grade 1 Diana here July 27. 
Breaks from the rail while going a sixteenth of a mile shorter and picking up 
five pounds. 

Trainer Alan Goldberg:  “She’s great, hasn’t missed a beat. She’s better 
than she was for me last year, got a little bigger and stronger and I think 
she’s just gotten better. You think you’re all right with these horses from En-
gland or Ireland when they first get here but sometimes it takes them a little 
bit more time to get acclimated.  She can sit off it if they go quick enough 
and it looks like Pianist wants the lead. Centre Court is a pretty good filly, 
she’s the horse to beat for me. I don’t know what happened to her (in the 
Diana), but I saw her run at Keeneland and I thought she was the best turf 
filly in the country after that. (Laughing) is doing great, she’s happy in her 
routine.”

2  Pianist
Came off two-month break to win Gallorette on Preakness undercard then 
was third behind Ballston Spa entrants Somali Lemonade and Miz Ida in Dr. 
James Penny Memorial at Parx Racing on shorter rest.

Trainer Chad Brown: “She’s doing real well and she seems to be a horse 
that runs well fresh. So we purposely gave her a break after the race at Parx, 
and if she gets firm turf and has a little bit of time between her starts she 
seems to run her best races.” 

3  Miz Ida
Kentucky shipper rarely runs a bad one. She was second last time in Dr. 
James Penny Memorial after defeating Daisy Devine in Grade 3 Mint Julep 
at Churchill two starts back. When she wins it’s from the back of the pack.

Trainer Steve Margolis:  “This really could be a Grade 1 if you look at 
the caliber. There is some speed inside us and she is really a come-from-be-
hind kind of horse. She tries every time and she’s won at a couple different 
racetracks. She handled the flight here really well. We are stepping up a bit 
but she’s as happy and healthy as she’s ever been.”

4  Centre Court
Came up empty late as the Diana favorite when she briefly challenged 
Laughing and backed up to fifth (3 ½ lengths behind the winner). John 
Velazquez picks up the mount on the 4-year-old filly, who won the Lake 
George here last summer.

Trainer Rusty Arnold: “(The Diana) was disappointing. I missed a little 
time with her when she got back to Kentucky and I’m not sure I did enough 
with her. (Laughing) ran great. It was kind of a funny-paced race. Laughing 
took the initiative and went on. It isn’t an excuse at all, she got outrun but 
I’m not sure I had her exactly where I want her. I do now, so she has no ex-
cuse. As bad a race as it was, she got beat 3 lengths. She’d been such a model 
of consistency I was disappointed but in the next four weeks I think she’s 
done fantastic. She’s enjoyed her time here. She got good up here last year 
too, so I’m happy. I’m wanting her to rebound and throw one of her A races. 
You don’t know how the race is going to go or how your trip’s going to go 
but going into it I wouldn’t want to change much.”

5  Hungry Island
Five-year-old mare aims for her seventh career victory after two tough 
efforts behind Stephanie’s Kitten in the Churchill Downs Distaff and the Just 
a Game. 

Trainer Shug McGaughey:  “I’m going to say she’s the toughest horse 
to gallop as I’ve ever had. She’s been at Fair Hill, the first time I saw her go 
to the pole, I said, ‘Is this the way she’s been going?’ Jenn would take her up 
there late, maybe gallop the wrong way one day, go to the hills another day. 
We’ll see. All indications are that she’s doing well.”

6  Somali Lemonade
Four-year-old filly lost all eight starts last season, but checked off a win in 
the Grade 3 Dr. James Penny at Parx over today’s foes Miz Ida and Pianist. 
Joel Rosario stays aboard the daughter of Lemon Drop Kid.

Trainer Michael Matz:  “Whether it was the soft turf or her maturity 
as a 4-year-old last time (a win in the Dr. James Penny), we’ll find out. Last 
year, she didn’t win a race but she was Grade 1 placed by a head (to Samitar 
in the Garden City). It’s hard to spot these fillies right now because there’s no 
sort of in-between race.”

Race 
10 The Ballston Spa

Centre Court

Somali Lemonade

Laughing

Grade 2
$250,000

Fillies and mares
3-year-olds & up
1 1/16 miles on

the turf
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has 
represented owners, trainers, breeders and 

jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.
 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181

7  Hard Not To Like
Another 4-year-old from the Matz barn, she makes her sixth start 
of 2013. Sixth in her last, the Grade 2 Dance Smartly at Woodbine, 
the daughter of Hard Spun finished second to Pianist in the Grade 3 
Gallorette at Pimlico.

Trainer Michael Matz:  “I don’t know what happened last time. 
She got caught on the inside and they were bouncing her around 
quite a bit. From the start, there was a horse on her the whole time. 
She’s doing well, they’re both doing well. It’s a tough spot, but we’ll 
see. There aren’t many spots that are easy with this quality of filly. I 
certainly don’t like to run my own fillies against each other but what 
are you going to do at this level?”

8  Embarr
Five-year-old Royal Academy mare was headed north from Virginia 
Friday morning. Fourth in the De La Rose at a mile here Aug. 3, she 
finished ahead of Laughing in the Grade 3 Athenia last fall.

Owner/trainer/breeder Susan Cooney: “She’s good. It’s a 
tough spot, but she seems to run her race no matter what. It’s just a 
matter of it setting up right and the speed coming back to her a little 
bit. If they go fast early and she gets too far behind or if they go slow 
early and don’t stop at all, it doesn’t work out for her. But she can 
run in a $50,000 race and not get the right setup, so we might as well 
run in a race like this. Laughing is one of the favorites and we beat 
her last year (in the Athenia) and we were a half-length behind her in 
the race at Laurel (the Lady Baltimore).”

Race 
10

Grade 2
$250,000

Fillies and mares
3-year-olds & up
1 1/16 miles on

the turf

The Ballston Spa

Hungry Island
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to Gulfstream to watch it on televi-
sion,” she said. “I’m not a youngster 
and it’s hard for me to travel now but 
I miss Elaine terribly. My husband goes 
every day to the track. I would go too 
but since she passed away I just can’t. 
It’s going to take awhile. I’m going the 
first time tomorrow to see the race on 
television.”

At 85, Schultz does not miss much. 
She has seen most, if not all, of Miz 
Ida’s races and even met the small bay 
filly. Schultz is not entirely sure why 
Elaine and her family chose this particu-
lar horse, but knew the filly was special 
from the start. 

“I saw her when she came from 
the farm in Kentucky. She was beauti-
ful. She was so frisky and I thought I 
can’t believe this. The way she runs she 
breaks all by herself and then all of a 
sudden she comes from nowhere.”  

Schultz also approves of both trainer 
and jockey.

“I knew Stevie [Margolis] when he 
was a hot walker. He was a young kid,” 
said Schultz. “And Shaun [Bridgmohan] 
he’s a good jockey.” 

With the loss of her best friend al-
ways at the back of her mind, she hopes 
Elaine is somewhere watching the lime 
green and black colors from the sky.  

“I hope she wins and comes back 
sound that’s all that matters.” said 
Schultz. “Elaine has to give a gift. This 
would be so wonderful.”

Miz Ida –
 Continued from page 36

Location…Location…Location

1/2-mile from Fifth Avenue Gate
3/4-mile from Main Gate
7/8-mile to the Reading Room 
1-mile from downtown

518-226-4530

House for Sale
12 Elizabeth Lane

3 bedroom, 2 full bath 
$299,000
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Andre MogliA & CoMpAny

Certified PubliC ACCountAnts 
Maintaining the highest level of integrity and confidentiality

Andre “riCk” MogliA 
CpA, MS TAxATion

SpeCiAlizing in equine MATTerS

798 rouTe 9, SuiTe g
FiShkill, ny 12524

845 897-2570
(FAx) 845 896-5381

Help Wanted
Exercise rider wanted 
for flat racing stable 

in Berryville, VA. 
Galloping racehorses 

and breaking yearlings. 

Housing available. 

Respond to: 
sscooney1@gmail.com

Friday August 23.

FIRST $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
1 Havana J. Velazquez $2.80 $2.30 $2.10
5 Kendall’s Boy R. Napravnik  $3.50 $2.80
2 Chomsky J. Castellano   $4.10
Gr/ro Colt 2011, by Dunkirk - Missy Turtle by Kyle’s Our Man
Owner: Tabor, Michael, Magnier, John and Smith, Derrick. Trainer: Todd 
Pletcher. Breeder: Harvey A. Clarke Racing Stable LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Financial Mogul - Time: 1:02.64
Exacta (1-5), $7.50; Superfecta (1-5-2-4), $167.00; Trifecta (1-5-2), $30.60

SECOND $100K, NY-BRED STAKES - CHOWDER’S FIRST S., 3&UP, 6 1/2F
6 Palace C. Velasquez $27.00 $7.50 $3.40
3 The Lumber Guy J. Velazquez  $3.20 $2.20
5 Night Maneuver R. Maragh   $2.20
B Colt 2009, by City Zip - Receivership by End Sweep
Owner: Miuccio, Antonino. Trainer: Linda Rice. Breeder: The Peter J. Calla-
han Revocable TrustDated 2/28/02 (NY). Late Scratches: Socialsaul
Time: 1:15.70 - Daily Double (1-6), $73.50; Exacta (6-3), $70.00; Quinella 
(3-6), $22.40; Superfecta (6-3-5-1), $934.00; Trifecta (6-3-5), $201.00

THIRD $74,000, NY-BRED AOC $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
4 Writingonthewall J. Rosario $10.80 $5.60 $3.80
5 Ground Force R. Maragh  $5.60 $3.60
2 Dehere of the Cat C. Velasquez   $3.10
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2005, by E Dubai - Old Emotions by Wild Again
Owner: Drawing Away Stable and Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacob-
son. Breeder: Flying Zee Stables (NY). Claimed: Pretension claimed by 
Rice, Linda for $25,000 - Time: 1:09.67 - Daily Double (6-4), $226.50; 
Exacta (4-5), $76.00; Superfecta (4-5-2-3), $1,672.00; Trifecta (4-5-2), 
$299.00; Pic 3 (1-6-4), $493.00

FOURTH $42,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
1 Yo Blue J. Castellano $3.60 $2.70 $2.20
7 Unbridled Logic R. Maragh  $3.70 $2.60
4 Bashful Bandit I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.90
B Gelding 2010, by Johannesburg - Sparkling Blue by Smoke Glacken
Owner: Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K.. Trainer: Michael Maker. Breeder: 
Sienna Farms LLC (FL).
Late Scratches: Drum Roll, Song of Aspen, Thingamajigger
Claimed: Yo Blue claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:35.39 - Daily Double (4-1), $21.80; Exacta (1-7), $11.60; Quinella 
(1-7), $8.00; Superfecta (1-7-4-3), $257.50; Trifecta (1-7-4), $59.50; Pic 
3 (6-4-1), $500.00

FIFTH $70,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
3 Ziggy the Great J. Castellano $6.70 $3.10 $3.00
7 Ainteasybeinggreen J. Ortiz  $2.90 $2.50
6 Pete’s Fleet I. Ortiz, Jr.   $5.10
Ch Colt 2011, by Langfuhr - Michele the Great by Distorted Humor
Owner: Schuler, Patricia. Trainer: Dale Capuano. Breeder: Michael J. Palen-
scar &Patricia Palenscar (NY).
Late Scratches: Junger
Time: 1:03.68 - Daily Double (1-3), $11.40; Exacta (3-7), $18.60; Superfec-
ta (3-7-6-2), $382.00; Trifecta (3-7-6), $118.00; Pic 3 (4-1-3), $91.50; Pic 
4 (6-4-1/5/10-3), $1,830.00

SIXTH $37,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1A Herd Mentality J. Castellano $8.80 $3.80 $2.80
3 Spintastic R. Napravnik  $4.30 $3.20
8 Joey N J. Alvarado   $3.40
Dk B/ Br Colt 2010, by Dance With Ravens - Mass Romantic by Not For 
Love
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. Trainer: Teresa 
Pompay. Breeder: Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Bowman & Rebecca Davis (MD).
Late Scratches: Streets of Fire
Claimed: Herd Mentality claimed by Brewster, Clark O. for $20,000, Joey 
N claimed by Premier Stables for $20,000, Lutesifer claimed by Patterson, 
Randy for $20,000, Volatile Markets claimed by My Purple Haze Stables for 
$20,000 - Time: 1:24.03 - Daily Double (3-1), $21.80; Exacta (1-3), $34.00; 
Trifecta (1-3-8), $146.00; Pic 3 (1-3-1), $46.20

SEVENTH $38,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
8 Bustle L. Saez $7.40 $4.00 $3.00
10 Julesco I. Ortiz, Jr.  $11.80 $7.70
1A Sands of Humor J. Alvarado   $3.70
B Filly 2010, by More Than Ready - Vanquished by Empire Maker
Owner: Matz, Dorothy, Alexander. Trainer: Michael Matz. Breeder: Dorothy 
A. Matz (KY).
Late Scratches: Rock Show, Queenie’s Gold, Another Page, Melody Lin
Claimed: Bustle claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for $20,000, 
Sands of Humor claimed by Heiner, Paul for $20,000, Group Therapy 
claimed by Antonucci, Jena M. for $20,000 - Time: 1:42.76 - Daily Double 
(1-8), $33.20; Exacta (8-10), $117.50; Superfecta (8-10-1-4), $5,505.00; 
Trifecta (8-10-1), $454.50; Pic 3 (3-1-8), $88.50

EIGHTH $74,000, NY-BRED AOC $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
8 Subtle J. Castellano $6.70 $3.80 $3.00
7 Jitney S. Bridgmohan  $5.40 $4.10
2 Nice Stuff I. Ortiz, Jr.   $7.20
Ch Mare 2008, by Yankee Gentleman - Ava Anne by Gulch
Owner: Hauman, Eugene E. and Dahlman, E.. Trainer: Jason Servis. Breed-
er: Ernest J. Dahlman & Eugene E. Hauman (NY).
Late Scratches: Barrel of Joy, Bird House, Lenders Way, Pegasus Diamond, 
Sentimental Lass, Fiftyfour Forever
Time: 1:01.80
Daily Double (8-8), $27.20; Exacta (8-7), $32.20; Superfecta (8-7-2-4), 
$2,875.00; Trifecta (8-7-2), $282.50; Pic 3 (1-8-8), $116.50

NINTH $500,000, STAKES - BALLERINA S., 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Dance to Bristol X. Perez $5.50 $3.10 $2.50
5 Book Review R. Bejarano  $2.90 $2.40
2 Villanesca J. Velazquez   $4.50
Ch Filly 2009, by Speightstown - Dance to Dawn by Louis Quatorze
Owner: Wantz, Susan, H.. Trainer: Ollie Figgins, III. Breeder: Mr. & Mrs. 
David Garner (KY).
Late Scratches: Judy the Beauty
Time: 1:23.11 - Daily Double (8-1), $28.00; Exacta (1-5), $16.20; Super-
fecta (1-5-2-4), $1,939.00; Trifecta (1-5-2), $109.00; Consolation Double 
(8-8), $6.30; Pic 3 (8-8-1), $86.50;  (8-8-8), $22.00; Place Pix Nine (1/3/8-
1/8/10-2/7/8-1), $52.00

TENTH $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Parnelli L. Saez $10.80 $6.10 $4.10
8 Mr. Jenney A. Solis  $14.40 $8.10
2 Secretive J. Velazquez   $3.20
B Colt 2010, by Bernardini - Ensenada by Seeking the Gold
Owner: Darley Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Breeder: Colts Neck Sta-
bles LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Won’tualwayswonder, Inchcape, Grand Giant, Howie’s Tiz, 
Town Extension
Time: 1:47.62
Daily Double (1-3), $39.80; Exacta (3-8), $129.50; Superfecta (3-8-2-1), 
$5,024.00; Trifecta (3-8-2), $467.00; Consolation Double (1-10), $6.20; Pic 
3 (8-1-3), $138.50;  (8-1-10), $24.40;  (8-8-10), $5.90;  (8-8-3), $34.00; 
Pic 4 (3/811/12-6/8/10/12/13/14/15-1-), $795.00; Pic 6 (3-1-3/8/11/12-
6/8/10/12/13/14/), $67.00; Pic 6 (3-1-3/8/11/12-6/8/10/12/13/14/), 
$4,067.00

 FRIDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS

Attendance: 22,215
On Track Handle: 3,903,384
Intra-State Handle: 1,958,873
Inter-State Handle: 9,542,472

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 

Licensed New York and New Jersey

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

Where can you find great Thoroughbred racing memorabilia 
and equestrian-inspired gifts representing the best of local artisans 
and quality products?

The National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame Gift Shop

191 Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
(518) 584-0400, ext. 123

Open daily during the Saratoga racing season 
from 8am – 5pm

1

4 Yo Blue

5 Ziggy the Great (inside)

7 Bustle 9 Dance to Bristol

Subtle

FRIDAY’S SARATOGA WINNERS • PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS

2 PalaceHavana

3 Writingonthewall

6 Herd Mentality

8
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TVGTwinSpires

Get $100 when you 
sign up, make an 
ACH deposit, and 

wager $500 

Get $100 when you 
sign up and 
wager $200

Get $125 when 
you sign up, make 

a deposit with 
Xpressfund and 

wager $100

Must be 18 or older (21 in AL, IA, KS, NH, ND, WA) to open an account with Xpressbet, LLC and reside in a state where such activity is legal.
Void where prohibited. National Gambling Support Line 800.522.4700.

Sign up today at Xpressbet.com/SaratogaSpecial
Some picks are hard. This one is easy.
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Type to enter text

           TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY

AT THE HOLIDAY INN         JULY 20th - SEPT. 2nd          Open Daily  9-8 

10AM EA. FRI. DEMOS  - CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AUG. 2ND  6-8PM
ARTISTS TOP L-R;WERNER RENTSCH, TERRY LINDSEY, ANNE 
WOLFF, KATHIE FRIEDENBERG, SUSIE CRONIN,  LOUISE W. KING, 
JAIME CORUM, SHARON CRUTE,  NANCY PELLATT,  PLUS MANY 
MORE.  
518-580-1766 GALLERY   802-379-1175 CELL    802-325-3918 STUDIO
      WWW.EQUIDAE.COM            TERRYLINDSEY@VERMONTEL.NET
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Ollie Figgins stopped at the top of the stairs, took 
off his glasses, wiped the corner of his eyes and looked 
in the air.

“Oh, man.” 
His voice quavering, the Mid-Atlantic trainer 

walked down the steps to greet Dance To Bristol in the 
winner’s circle for the seventh consecutive time. The 
other six were wins – stakes wins – but this was the 
Grade 1 Ballerina at Saratoga. 

“She beat good horses today,” Figgins said.
Aboard for all the wins, Xavier Perez negotiated 

a perfect trip from the inside post, finding a cocoon 
in fourth, with daylight in front and daylight behind, 
before rallying wide and staving off favorite Book Re-
view by a head in Friday’s feature. Villanesca finished 
third. Owned by Susan Wantz, Dance To Bristol fin-
ished 7 furlongs in 1:23.11.

The drama started early. 
Longshot Glorious View broke through the gate. 

Third choice Judy The Beauty thrashed in the gate, 
tossing jockey Jose Lezcano, and was scratched. Rafael 
Bejarano stepped off Book Review. Five minutes after 

the scheduled start, 10 fillies and mares broke from the 
gate, with $500,000 on the line. 

Dance To Bristol shot from the gate and led for 

Faith 
and Trust

Tod Marks
Dance To Bristol (right) fends off Book Review for her first Grade 1 win in The Ballerina.

Dance To Bristol 
extends winning streak
to seven with first Gr. 1

BY SEAN CLANCY

BALLERINA STAKES RECAP

See BALLERINA page 47 
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the first few strides. Perez perched, mo-
tionless with a long light hold, allowing 
Classic Point, Fantasy Of Flight and 
Glorious View to clear from the outside. 
After an opening quarter mile in :23.03, 
the race split into three parts – pace, 
middle, closers. Classic Point, beaten a 
neck by Dance To Bristol in the Honor-
able Miss, led by a half length over Fan-
tasy Of Flight, with Glorious View three 
wide, stalking. A canoe between rapids, 
Dance To Bristol held the perfect spot. 
Villanesca and Moment In Dixie fol-
lowed 2 lengths behind Dance To Bristol 
and a length in front of Book Review. 
The rest scrambled. 

Midway on the turn after a half in 
:45.89, Perez guided Dance To Bristol 
to the passing lane, aiming outside the 
leading trio, getting first run on Book 
Review, who was feeling Bejarano’s ur-
gency. 

“I was looking all the time, to see if I 
had a horse coming to me, I didn’t want 
to get boxed in,” Perez said. “When I 
got to the five-sixteenths, I looked to my 
inside and I see Book Review charging 
pretty hard, I just threw her head away 
and let her run.”

At the quarter pole, Dance To Bris-
tol ranged to Classic Point who hung 
tough while Fantasy Of Flight and Glo-
rious View retreated. Perez stole a look 
over his left shoulder, catching a glimpse 
of Book Review. Still composed, Perez 
hand-rode the Maryland-based filly 
to the lead, waited for a lead change, 
then hit her right handed, she angled 

left. White gloves flashing like a mime 
in Central Park, Perez switched to his 
left hand and Dance To Bristol stayed 
straight as Book Review lunged. She got 
to the leader’s tail, her hip, her girth, 
her shoulder, her throat. And that’s it, 
Dance To Bristol fended her off to win 
her first Grade 1 and second Saratoga 
stakes this summer. 

A month after overcoming a rough 
trip as the favorite in the Grade 2 Hon-
orable Miss, Dance To Bristol returned 
with a polished score at her best dis-
tance.

“I’m elated, but I took this one a little 
better. The last time, I was really shook 
up,” Figgins said. “I didn’t feel so much 
pressure today, I didn’t think she had to 
win. I felt like the last time, everybody 
thought she was a winner. I felt like a 
bit of an underdog today. It felt good to 
see her get a good trip, if Book Review 
beats me there, I’m not disappointed, I 
had a fair shake.”

Using her speed to secure a position, 
her composure to wait for a cue and her 
moxie to finish it out, Dance To Bristol 
gave herself a fair shake.

“It was perfect,” Perez said. “The 
trip was amazing. Seven furlongs is her 
distance. She’s got a good kick but it 
takes a little bit of time for her to get 
to her full speed. I can be more patient, 
I can wait until she tells me she’s ready. 
Everything has been working out so 
good for her. The best horse I’ve ridden 
– ever. We have a bond. She makes you 
feel like Superman.”

Based at Bowie Training Center in 
Maryland, Dance To Bristol continued 
her winning skein that began in Febru-
ary at Laurel Park. Introduced to Perez 
in an optional claimer, she won easily. 
Six weeks later, she won another allow-
ance by a head. Figgins picked off the 
Sugar Maple at Charles Town in April. 
In May, she won the Skipat. In June, 
she shipped to Belmont Park to win the 
Grade 3 Bed o’ Roses. In July, she ven-
tured to Saratoga to pull the Honorable 
Miss from the fire. 

Running once a month, every month, 
Dance To Bristol has relished Figgins’ 
methodical approach, notching seven 
wins at three distances over five tracks 
in ascending order of allowance, local 

stakes, Grade 3, Grade 2 and Grade 1. 
It all began to take shape when 

Dance To Bristol finished second in the 
Wide Country at Laurel in March 2012. 

“We ran second to Millionreason-
swhy, she was beaten a neck to My 
Miss Aurelia, who’s a real, real horse,” 
Figgins said. “At that point, in the back 
of my mind, I thought this filly could 
be a graded stakes horse for sure, if we 
stay sound and happy. I kept giving her 
small increments, moving her up as we 
could. Just one step at a time, let her 
graduate as she saw fit.”

After the Wide Country, Dance To 
Bristol finished second in the Trevose at 
Parx in April 2012. 

Figgins aimed her at a stakes at Pr-
esque Isle but found some heat in a 
knee. X-rays detected an issue, but not 
a problem. Figgins and Wantz decided 
to give her time, for the knee and for her 
body to catch up. At the time, she was 
leggy and athletic and needed to fill out 
and grow up. 

Eight months later, she returned to 
finish second in an allowance at Charles 
Town. Figgins decided to take her off 
the half-mile oval at Charles Town and 
relocated her to Bowie. She finished sec-
ond to Bold Affair in the What A Sum-
mer at Laurel in January. A month later, 
she began the streak. Six months later, 
she became a Grade 1 stakes winner at 
Saratoga, handing Figgins his biggest 
achievement as a trainer. 

 “It’s a great feeling,” Figgins said. 
“It’s just great they trusted me to keep 
this horse, anybody could train her, they 
could have called Pletcher. I’m glad they 
believed in me, stuck by me and trusted 
me.”

Ballerina –
 Continued from page 46

Tod Marks
Ollie Figgins hugs Xavier Perez after winning 
his first Grade 1.
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Palace behaved more like a gymnast 
than a racehorse as he made his first 
start on grass as a 3-year-old last Sep-
tember. 

Sent off as the favorite, Palace drift-
ed wide under a left handed whip deep 
in the stretch before somersaulting and 
sending jockey Junior Alvardo cart 
wheeling through the air. Unharmed, 
Palace bounced up and galloped across 
the finish line. Not quite the illustrious 
beginning of a turf career his connec-
tions hoped for.

Since that race Palace has dug deep 
and found his footing mostly on the 
main track, where he won Friday’s 
$100,000 Chowder’s Frst Stakes after 
laying off blistering fractions and saving 
enough energy to power home. After a 
misstep earlier in the meet – a disap-
pointing fourth in a turf sprint – Palace 
returned to form for Linda Rice and 
knocked off heavy favorite The Lumber 
Guy in the process. 

Rice, who also sent out N.F.’s Desti-
ny in the state-bred stakes, predicted the 
outcome the moment the first fraction 
was posted on the board. 

“I was hoping they were going to be 
softer fractions, especially when N.F.’s 
Destiny was on the lead, but when 
they put up 21 and 3, I knew our best 
chance to win the race was going to be 
Palace coming from behind,” Rice said 
after the race while on her way to claim 
Pretension for $25,000 out of the next 
race.

Palace saved ground, laying off the 
hot pace of N.F.’s Destiny with 2012 
Vosburgh winner and Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint runner-up The Lumber Guy 
pressing. 

“He was sitting about 4 lengths off 
the lead so it worked out well,” Rice 
said. “That’s the design we had going 
in. N.F.’s Destiny has been pretty one di-
mensional and good on the lead so why 
would we change that. Unfortunately 
the favorites went after N.F.’s Destiny 
early because we’ve run some big figures 
so they were probably concerned that if 
they left him alone they wouldn’t catch 
him. Once they put up the first fraction 
I knew that we would be hard pressed 
to get home with the leader but Palace 
coming from behind set up better.”

Cornelio Velasquez, who has ridden 
Palace the entire time the City Zip colt 
has been in Rice’s care since she claimed 
him for $20,000 from Bill Mott last 
October, commended Palace’s ability to 
remain calm and sit back off a speedy 
backstretch run. 

“He broke well enough and I wanted 
to stay close because there was a lot of 
speed in the race,” Velasquez said. “My 
plan was just sit down behind. I knew 
he wanted to run fast so when we hit 
the quarter pole. I kept him back and 
when I asked him I still had a lot of 
horse left.” 

With a smile and pat on the neck, 
Rice greeted her stakes winner in the 
winner’s circle for the second time this 
year. Being familiar with City Zip sired 
horses, Rice has seen countless offspring 
pass through her barn and hasn’t ruled 
out a return to the turf for Palace this 
fall. 

“Almost every City Zip, and I’ve 
had a lot of them, can run on the grass 
to some extent,” said Rice, who also 
trained City Zip. “Maybe the last grass 

race was just an isolated incident. He 
was tired and he got bumped. I also 
don’t think he handles the tight turns 
here as much as Belmont. He likes the 
sweeping turns down there. I will just 
play it by ear this fall whether to run 
him on the turf or dirt. He might be just 
a breath better on the dirt but we’ll see.”

 
• Javier Castellano extended his lead 

in the rider standings with four wins Fri-
day, guiding Yo Blue in the fourth, Zig-
gy the Great in the fifth, Herd Mentality 
in the sixth and Subtle in the eighth. 

Friday’s success brought Castellano 
to 49 wins on the meet, eight more than 
Joel Rosario and 11 more than John 
Velazquez. Rosario was injured when 
thrown from Casual Elegance at the fin-
ish of the seventh race, leaving him with 
a broken bone in his left foot and put-
ting his Travers Day mounts in jeopar-
dy. Rosario was slated to ride Kentucky 
Derby winner Orb in the Travers and 
a decision on whether he will ride will 
be made this morning after Rosario and 
agent Ron Anderson consult a doctor.

Castellano, who rides Romansh in 
the Travers, called Friday a “great day” 
thanks to his four wins. 

“I’m really happy,” he said. “I’m 
very excited because I would really, 

from the bottom of my heart, I would 
like to win the title. Because the reason, 
the last three years being second, sec-
ond, second.

“And I’m very thankful to partic-
ipate with all the quality riders here – 
the best riders in the country – and I’m 
very thankful. Especially the trainers, 
they give me a lot of support. I had a 
great day for winning. It made me confi-
dent looking forward for the title. Don’t 
get me wrong, I don’t want to sit here 
and sleep, because you never know. But 
hopefully I can still win one race every 
day. I’m looking forward to the last 
couple days for the meet.”

As far as Travers Day, Castellano is 
looking forward to it.

“I won three Travers’ already, and 
I’m really looking for the fourth,” said 
Castellano, who won the race in 2006 
on Bernardini, 2010 on Afleet Express 
and 2011 on Stay Thirsty. “I’m looking 
forward big time.”

– Rebecca Fedler

• Veteran gelding Writingonthewall 
led gate-to-wire under Joel Rosario to 
win for the second time this year and 
the 11th time in his career in the third 

Tod Marks
Palace gears down at the finish with a victory in the Chowder’s First Stakes.

First in Line
Ex-claimer Palace upsets big name
The Lumber Guy in NY-bred stakes

FRIDAY RACING RECAPBY RYAN JONES

See FRIDAY page 50 

Dave Harmon
Parnelli rolls home to win the last for Darley and trainer Kiaran McLaughlin.
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If You or Someone You Know Has a Gambling Problem, Help is Available. Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

Now - September 26, 2013 
SUNday - THURSday 5:25pm Post Time

RACE MEET
The Presque Isle Mile

Sunday, September 8 | Three-Year-Olds & Up | One Mile

$250,000 Guaranteed  
Free Nominations Close Wednesday, August 28

The Presque Isle Downs  
Masters Stakes Grade II

Monday, September 9 | Fillies & Mares 
Three-Year-Olds & Up | Six and One Half Furlongs

$400,000 Guaranteed  
Free Nominations Close Wednesday, August 28
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race, a 6-furlong allowance-optional 
claimer going 6 furlongs. 

The victory came in the 8-year-old 
gelding’s first race off a $20,000 claim 
by David Jacobson July 27 at Saratoga. 

Jacobson is no stranger to the geld-
ing, having trained him in late 2010 and 
early 2011 before he was claimed for 
$35,000 by Todd Pletcher for Repole 
Stable. 

“Writingonthewall is a really nice 
horse,” Jacobson said. “Runs on the 
dirt, grass, New York-bred, does it all.” 

Jacobson said he didn’t give any in-
structions to Rosario, who was injured 
later on the card, and credited Writin-
gonthewall’s victory to the decision to 

go the front from the start. He won by 
a length over Ground Force in 1:09.67.

“When you’ve got a rider like Rosa-
rio, you leave it up to them,” Jacobson 
said. “There was no plan. I just leave 
it to the riders. These are the greatest 
riders in the world. Joel went for the 
lead and he got it himself. That horse 
[Ground Force] did hound him a little 
bit.”

The win was Jacobson’s 13th of the 
meet and he hopes for more heading 
into the weekend. 

“The meet’s been going great,” he 
said. “We’ll win our share [this week-
end].” 

– Dan McDonough

• Owner Patricia Schuler picked up 
her second win this week at Sarato-
ga when Ziggy the Great, a 2-year-old 
New York-bred colt by Langfuhr who 

broke his maiden in the fifth race.
“We’ve been coming here for years, 

for years, and never thought we’d ever 
get a chance to win, so this is better 
than the Kentucky Derby,” Schuler said 
with a laugh, four days after So Lone-
some won another New York-bred 
maiden race on the main track. Ziggy 
the Great’s win came on the turf, going 
5 ½ furlongs. 

“It’s unbelievable,” Schuler said. 
“We bought three 2-year-olds last year 
at the New York sale, and I think we 
made good choices.”

Ziggy the Great cost $65,000, So 
Lonestome cost $55,000 and a colt by 
Colonel John, who Schuler said is a lit-
tle behind, cost $80,000.

“I’m not sure when he’ll start, but 
he’ll start at Belmont,” Schuler said, 
adding that the who recent winners will 
be sent to Tom Bush in New York. Dale 

Capuano trained them to victories out 
of his base at Laurel Park.

– Rebecca Fedler

• Parnelli took the lead quickly and 
held it the entire 1 1/8-mile trip to win 
the finale, a maiden special weight on 
the inner turf. The 3-year-old Bernar-
dini colt lost to Unitarian earlier in the 
meet by half a length going 1 3/16 miles.

“He has speed,” winning trainer Ki-
aran McLaughlin said, watching the 
replay. “Last time he just got beat a 
neck by Johnny’s record-breaking win. 
So we thought we’d be on the lead, and 
he rode a great race. The horse ran very 
well.”

McLaughlin expected speed, but not 
quite as much as Parnelli delivered as 
he outdistanced the pack in the final 
stretch to win by 3 1/4. 

“Yeah, we were happy,” said Mc-
Laughlin, who won two races Wednes-
day and two more Thursday. “We’ve 
had a few surprises lately, but we 
thought this horse had a big chance to 
win.

“Surprised he wasn’t the favorite, 
but... they don’t know about the tote 
board,” McLaughlin said. “It was a 
great run.”

– Rebecca Fedler

Friday –
 Continued from page 48

TRAINERS .........................1ST
Todd Pletcher ...............................31
Chad Brown .................................20
David Jacobson ............................13
Kiaran McLaughlin .......................12
Mike Maker ..................................11
Steve Asmussen ..........................10
Bill Mott .........................................9
George Weaver...............................9
Dominic Galluscio ..........................8
Rudy Rodriguez .............................7
Christophe Clement ........................5
Tony Dutrow...................................5
Jack Fisher .....................................5
Bruce Levine ..................................5

JOCKEYS ..........................1ST
Javier Castellano ..........................49
Joel Rosario .................................41
John Velazquez ............................38
Jose Lezcano ...............................21
Irad Ortiz Jr ..................................20
Jose Ortiz .....................................17 
Junior Alvarado ............................17
Cornelio Velasquez .......................17
Rosie Napravnik ...........................14
Luis Saez ......................................13
Joe Rocco Jr ................................12
Rajiv Maragh ..................................8
Jose Espinoza ................................6
Alex Solis .......................................6

OWNERS ..........................1ST
Ken and Sarah Ramsey ................16
Drawing Away Stable .....................9
Klaravich & Wm. Lawrence ............9
Darley Stable ..................................8
Repole Stable .................................6
Jim and Susan Hill .........................4
Shadwell Farm ...............................4
Winning Move Stable .....................4
Zayat Stable ...................................4

Through Friday

Saratoga Leaders
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Aaron's Concorde
Alae Rouge
Allen's Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bowman’s Band
Bullsbay
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Cherokee's Boy
Citidancer
Concern
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Crypto Star
Dance With Ravens
Deputed Testamony
Deputy Storm
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dr. Best
Eastern Echo
Eternal Star
Fantasticat
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (IRE)
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
La Reine's Terms
Larrupin'
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Love of Money
M Eighty
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano

McKendree
Meadow Monster
Medallist
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Money's Star
Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear
No Armistice
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
Ops Smile
Oratory
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker's Storm Cat
Partner's Hero
Perfecting
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Que Man
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rubiyat
Rush Bay
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Secret Firm
Seeking Daylight
Smart Alec
Smart Guy
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Touch 'n' Fly (IRE)
Trial Prep
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Unbridled Mate
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (IRE)
Who's Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these 
stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland 
and nominated/certified 
for the Maryland 
Million program, 
are eligible to run in 
Maryland Million races.

Two New Races:

www.marylandmillion.com

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, October 10, 2013

Over $1 million!  
in purses and nOminatOr awards

For Condition Books and more information contact  
Racing Office at 800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

The above list shows nominated 
stallions with horses of racing age.

®
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519 Broadway Saratoga Springs | 587.4500 | RoohanRealty.com

275 NYS ROUTE 32, SCHUYLERVILLE
Beautiful home only miles from Saratoga. This 3 bedroom 2 full bath 
with a 2 car garage home is a great value. Additional 2 car garage/
workshop. 15 acres of landscaped beauty with views of Vermont, 
great for horses. This property could also be sub divided.
$325,000 | John Hayes | 461.0368

42 HEARTHSTONE DRIVE, WILTON 
This is the home that you have been waiting for...built by John Witt, 
in the Fairways and backs up to the 12th fairway of the McGregor 
Links Golf Club. This home has been beautifully updated with 
top of the line stainless appliance, custom cherry cabinets, large 
screen porch, bluestone patio, hot tub and lush landscaping. 
$599,000 | Mara King | 527.4003

21 STATE STREET, SARATOGA SPRINGS
This 5 bedroom, 4 bath two-story home has a great Skidmore College 
rental history. It features huge rooms, high ceilings and windows, 
built-ins and an attic. Located within the Saratoga Springs school 
district, this home is walking distance to downtown Saratoga Springs 
and Skidmore College. There is also a fenced yard with alley access. 
$349,900 | Jane Mehan | 796.3150

VIRTUAL TOUR

VIRTUAL TOUR

126 CRESCENT STREET, SARATOGA SPRINGS
The craftsmanship in this 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath home is outstanding 
with hardwood floors throughout, spacious rooms and beautifully 
tiled baths. Each bedroom has a large walk-in closet, a family/
pool table room could easily become a 4th bedroom on the first 
floor and the kitchen boasts granite, stainless and a massive pantry.  
$579,900 | Mara King | 527.4003

883 WEST RIVER ROAD, NORTHUMBERLAND 
All the amenities you need are included in this fabulous 4 bedroom, 
3 full bath historic home with deeded riverfront on the Hudson. 
Features include a bright sunroom overlooking a gorgeous serene 
country setting, formal dining room, beautiful kitchen and award-
winning Schuylerville schools. Perfect for a family with its own 
horses, the property also includes a barn and a 2-car garage. 
$459,000 | Mara King | 527.4003

133 JEFFERSON STREET, SARATOGA SPRINGS
Don’t miss this extremely well maintained investment property 
that is never vacant. This 3 bedroom, 2 full bath home has a great 
deck for grilling, is on a large corner lot, which provides room to 
for an addition. Convenient to the track and only a short walk to 
Downtown, it’s a great location! 
$259,000 | Tamara Valentine | 573.7096

3 SARATOGA CIRCLE, SARATOGA SPRINGS
New price! Pristine, contemporary 3-level town home with 3 BRs 
& 3.2 BAs. The 1st floor BR could be the master bedroom & the 
finished basement could be a 4th BR. Vaulted ceilings, FP, skylights, 
neutral finishes, loads of storage, new SS appliances, a serene deck & 
a nice yard make it perfect!

$409,900 | Tamara Valentine | 573.7096

This 4 bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath property is full 
of amenities! Gourmet kitchen w/ hardwood floors, 
granite island, counters, stainless appliances and wet bar. 
Spacious master suite w/ huge walk-in closet. Basement is 
partially finished with extra room for storage. Waterfall, 
in-ground pool and entertainment area in backyard. 
$839,900 | Julie Bonacio | 701.5080
Sage Cerone | 258.2446

Download our FREE app:
app.roohanrealty.com

18 SYDNEY HILL, SARATOGA SPRINGS

I wrote it for this month’s Mid-Atlantic Thorough-
bred, and it started as a simple idea: “See if you can get 
Cot Campbell to talk about what he was feeling after 
the Kentucky Derby, but before the Belmont. Ask him 
what Mike Freeman would have told him, what all 
those guys back home in Aiken would have told him.”

I talked it over with Sean, hatched a plan, then 
made the call. Campbell listened, thought a beat, then 
said “I’ll get back to you.” We missed each other a few 
times and just when I thought the story idea would 
sink, he called back with some notes. The rest twisted 
and turned afterward – with some background from 
Dogwood Stable’s Jack Sadler – and wound up with 
what you see below.  Put on your old-school racing 
hat, suspend your disbelief and let it sink in a little. 
Thanks Mr. Campbell.

Cot Campbell walked into the track kitchen at Aik-
en Training Center, went behind the counter, poured 
a cup of coffee and found a seat. More disappointed 
than an abandoned basset hound, the master of Dog-
wood Stable had just watched Palace Malice run in the 
Kentucky Derby and needed some advice.

But where would he turn? 
If only the Aiken legends were still around. Camp-

bell would ask them what to do, how to turn such a 
dismal performance into something positive. Camp-

bell had partners to answer to, a reputation of excel-
lence to uphold. 

What he wouldn’t do to talk to some of the guys 
from the old days – men like Angel Penna Sr., John 
Gaver, Woody Stephens, Mack Miller, Buddy Raines, 
Mike Freeman, Frank Wright. All gone, they spent 
their winters and more in the South Carolina town 
and built training careers with confidence, patience, 
worry, work, luck, strong opinions and steadfast con-
victions.

Campbell swirled his coffee, drank half in one pull 
and thought about them, his horse, a life as a founder 
of the whole concept of racing partnerships. Found-
ed in 1969, Dogwood campaigned dozens of stars 
over the years, won the 1990 Preakness with Sum-
mer Squall, captured Eclipse Awards on the flat and 
over jumps. The man and his stable have been hon-
ored on any number of levels. But, boy, Palace Mal-
ice sure ran a stinker in the Derby for trainer Todd 
Pletcher – sprinting like Usain Bolt to an early lead, 
setting fast fractions and fading to 12th while wear-
ing blinkers for the first time. How do you confidently 
step forward after that?

“The blinkers were a terrible mistake, and I was 
enthusiastic about them beforehand,” Campbell said 
aloud to no one, himself. “What do I do now? I can’t 
run him back in the Preakness, not off that perfor-
mance. Do you think we can make the Belmont?”

Campbell swore the place was empty when he 
walked in, but a chair creaked and a distinguished 
gentleman softly cleared his throat. 

“They don’t run ’em as often as we used to, but if 
he’s got good energy and if you stay away from those 
damn blinkers and he trains kindly, put him in the en-
tries. But . . . every time I’ve been unsure as to whether 

or not to run I’ve done better when I did not.”
And then he was quiet. The calm, rational, sage ad-

vice (with an out) came from Miller. He’d trained for 
decades, teaming up with Rokeby Stable and others 
to produce the likes of Sea Hero, Java Gold, Assagai, 
Winter’s Tale, Hawaii and Snow Knight. Campbell 
listened, let it soak, took another sip from his mug. 
When he turned to respond, Miller was gone.

In his place sat Penna, the Argentine master and 
another Hall of Famer whose career included victories 
in his native land, Venezuela, France, England and the 
United States by such standouts as Allez France, Bold 
Reason, Waya and Relaxing. 

With an anguished look that all but shouted “I un-
derstand,” Penna threw his arms in the air and cut 
loose with a torrent of unintelligible advice, though 
Campbell thought he heard something about Allez 
France and blinkers. Then Penna stormed out the 
screen door, off to think about his horses. 

Before the door closed, in walked Gaver. The Hall 
of Famer and Princeton graduate worked for the 
famed Greentree Stable and conditioned such stars as 
Tom Fool, Shut Out, Capot and Stage Door Johnny. 
Gaver took a similar approach to Penna, only with 
fewer words (and more English).

“I’m busy with my own stock,” he said, after col-
lecting a cup of coffee, and headed to the barn.

In both cases, Campbell got the message. While 
standing up to get a refill, he was surprised to see Ste-
phens. The Kentuckian grabbed the pot and a mug, 
told Campbell to sit, and poured. He also spun yarns 
about Bald Eagle, Blue Man, Devil’s Bag and all the 
rest. 

by Joe Clancy

theoutsiderail Masters Lesson

See OUTSIDE RAIL page 53 
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In the 1980s, Stephens won consecu-
tive Belmonts with Conquistador Cielo, 
Caveat, Swale, Creme Fraiche and Dan-
zig Connection. 

He had simple advice.
“I won five Belmonts, one of them 

five days after winning the Metropoli-
tan Mile. Run him. Hell, tell Pletcher to 
work him a sharp five-eighths six days 

out. That’ll get his mind back on the 
game.”

Though he could have predicted the 
response, Campbell laughed and filed it 
away. Stephens went outside, climbed 
aboard Rex the lead pony and trotted 
off toward the track.

Just then longtime Aikenite Raines 
pulled up in a classic, restored Pierce 
Arrow. As a boy, Raines was given away 
by his parents to a horse trainer. As a 
young man, Raines galloped future Hall 
of Famer Cavalcade for trainer “Whis-

tling Bob” Smith. Later, Raines won 
a Preakness with Greek Money and 
trained champion Open Fire.

“Well, you sure as hell don’t want the 
Preakness in two weeks,” Raines said. 
“Give yourself time to regroup. He’s 
bred for the Belmont. If you love the 
way he’s training, run him; if not, wait 
for Saratoga.”

Raines brushed some racetrack dirt 
off his shoes, told a story about a run-
away horse in an indoor track, and left 
for a lunch date with Betty.

Hungry now, Campbell thought 
about ordering eggs, but settled for more 
coffee. The advice had helped. He was 
more confident. Legends will do that 
to you. He was about to call Pletcher 
when in walked Freeman. Another with 
a deep connection to the South Carolina 
town and a deeper resume, he trained 
the great Shuvee and thought back to 
his days with a big stable.

“If I were training him for Alfred 
Vanderbilt, he’d damn sure run in the 
Belmont,” Freeman said. “. . . If he was 
bright and bouncing, that is.”

Wright followed Freeman and 
brought along the knowledge of a long 
career on both sides of racing. He was 
a trainer and a CBS television commen-
tator who covered Secretariat’s Belmont 
win, and Seattle Slew’s, and Affirmed’s. 
He’d also worked the match race when 
Ruffian broke down. Predictably, he 
didn’t waste words.

“Flip a coin,” he said. “Hell, I don’t 
know what to tell ya. The Belmont is a 
big dance.”

Yes it is. Campbell knew it before 
his dreamy breakfast stop, knew it even 
more afterward.

Outside Rail –
 Continued from page 52

Tod Marks
Dogwood Stable’s Cot Campbell hoisted the Belmont Stakes trophy with Mike Smith.

Follow us on

@joeclancy65
@saratogaspecial
@saratogaTL
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Sometimes, this gig feels like you’re running a crime 
tip line. Calls, emails, texts and hollers, ‘Hey, you 
should write about…I’ve got a story for you…have 
you ever written about…’ 

Some are good, most are not. Then I get a call from 
Bill Habib. I don’t know Bill. He says he knows the pa-
per. Knows a good story. He sends me an email, a day 
after leaving me a message on my phone. Says, he’s a 
former writer and publisher. I learn later, he’s a former 
lobbyist. He’s good. He writes a hell of an email – a bit 
of flattery, a bit of insight, a bit of lobbying. 

As a writer and former publisher, myself, I realize 
that you and your staff must work through the night to 
compose, design, layout, publish, and distribute such a 
comprehensive and up-to-the-minute newspaper on a 
daily basis.

As for Bob McKenna, he is more than an avid fan; 
he is a horseracing aficionado.  His knowledge of the 
game far transcends familiarity with simulcast racing 
at his wagering base of operation at Rockingham Park 
in Salem, NH – once known during its heyday, as “The 
Saratoga of New Hampshire.” Bob is a studious fol-
lower of Thoroughbred racing on the national scene, 
particularly in the weeks and months leading up to and 
during Triple Crown races, the advent and running of 

the Travers and of course, Breeders’ Cup Day.
Post retirement, he goes to Rockingham five days a 

week – sitting with admiring friends, who look to him 
to ‘release’ his own horses to watch for the day – and/
or his occasional long-shot special of the day.

Traditionally, Bob makes three treks to Saratoga in 
August – the first with his longtime friend, Ken, who 
resides with his family in upstate New York – the sec-
ond trip is with me for Alabama weekend – and the 
third leg will be the upcoming Travers weekend, which 
he attends with his very-proud-to-be-Irish son Kevin.

As Irish luck would have it, this year’s venerable 
Travers Stakes – being Bob’s 32nd consecutive trip to 
the Summer Classic – will fall squarely on Bob’s 66th 
Birthday

As we are both fans of The Saratoga Special, in par-
ticular your Cup of Coffee series, I’m aware that you 
look for opportunities to write about the little people – 
no, not the leprechauns, but the interesting customers 
who comprise Saratoga’s fan base.  

Maybe, his story will prove to be newsworthy fod-
der to accompany your daily Cup of Coffee.

See what I mean about his email? Lobbied, I wan-
dered into the picnic area Friday afternoon to meet Bob 
and his son Kevin. Just two race fans, with the “com-
mon folk” enjoying an afternoon, under the shade of a 
tree and under the spell of Saratoga. 

Bob loves The Special. Picks one up every morn-
ing he comes to the track, “when the ink is still wet.” 
He brings copies home to his buddies at Rockingham 
Park. They expect them, devour them.

When Bob sees a $5,000 claimer, he sees Secretariat, 
“They’re just majestic animals.”

His brother-in-law knew a guy in the Boston Post 
Office. At 12:01, January 1, their Travers requests 
were postmarked. They always got seats.

Coolers were banned in the clubhouse seats. Bob 
bought a Travers ticket for his cooler, placed it next 
to him. Security was confused. It worked once. They 
tightened the policy after that. 

On his first trip, in 1983, Play Fellow won the Tra-
vers. Two years later, Bob made his first $100 bet, on 
Chief’s Crown who obliged. Two years later, Java Gold 
won in the slop, “It was black as night.” 

Every year, Bob would make up a story to tell his 
friends before the Travers. 

The last line of the story had to be a name of a 
horse. He and his friends went to Dakota’s down on 
Exit 5 or 6. The last line in 1996, “Where there’s a 
will, there’s a way.” Will’s Way paid $16.60. They 
returned to Dakota’s Saturday night, the bartend-
er stood on the bar and clapped when Bob arrived, 
drinks were on the house. 

His buddy was in line to bet a race on Travers Day. 
He wouldn’t move. Bob nudged him, he stood, Bob 
went around him, bet. Other bettors yelled at him to 
get out of the way. He continued to stand, stone still. 
Finally, the race ran, Bob lost his money, his friend 
showed up. Bob asked him how he did. 

“I picked up a couple of hundred.” Bob said, “You 
must have bet a lot of money.” He said, “No, I was 
standing on a couple of hundred dollar bills, I was 
afraid to move.”

As for this year, Bob likes Orb. Loved him in the 
Derby, he’s loyal. 

Bill, thanks for the note. 
Bob, Happy Birthday. 

cupofcoffee

by Sean Clancy

Bob & Bill

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Downtown  Saratoga  •  64 wooDlawn avenue • 518-581-7830
info@lermanlawfirm.com  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

FELONY, MISDEMEANOR & TRAFFIC MATTERS • 8 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER
FORMER MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE • LICENSED IN NY, MT, D.C., FEDERAL & TRIBAL COURTS

Ethan C. Lerman, Esq.• Criminal Defense

• Stable Leases

• Stewards Hearings

• Liens and Debt Collection

• Gaming Commision Representation

• Employment Agreements

• Miscellaneous Equine Law Issues
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Nearing the wire…

Summer is ending and so is your chance to Reach for the Stars!
Starlight and StarLadies 2013 partnerships

close the first week of September.

Contact: 
Donna Barton Brothers
Donna@StarlightRacing.com 
502.645.2232
Managing Partners: 
Jack & Laurie Wolf, Donald & Barbara Lucarelli 
Trainer 
Todd Pletcher 
www.StarlightRacing.com Raising the bar 

in Thoroughbred partnerships



Ashford Stud, P. O. Box 823, Versailles, Kentucky 40383, U.S.A. Contact: Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, 
Charlie O’Connor, Andre Lynch or Adrian Wallace. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879-5756.

E-mail: info@coolmore.com       Web site: www.coolmore.com

• ASHFORD • ASHFORD • ASHFORD •• ASHFORD • ASHFORD • ASHFORD •

Five-time Grade 1 winner by SMART STRIKE
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