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Connie BushReaders. Even the horses are well read at the Colum O’Brien barn.

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga

“It could be 1900 out here…”
Photographer Barbara Livingston, 

experiencing the ageless infield schooling grounds at Oklahoma

“I hope she got that one because I looked good. I don’t know what the 
horse looked like, but I looked good.”

Exercise rider/jump jockey Bernie Dalton, 
aboard Turf Writers favorite Demonstrative, on Livingston’s timing

“When he does that walk, he’s ready.”
Trainer Richard Valentine, as Demonstrative  

did his Zenyatta impersonation Wednesday after schooling

“Don’t think the thought hasn’t crossed my mind.”
Jump jockey David Crosse, when told he could always hide 
Paddy Young’s helmet and steal the mount on Mr. Hot Stuff

 
“Can we talk about last year?”

Kiaran McLaughlin at the post draw for the Travers

“It’s not surprising for me.”
D. Wayne Lukas’ response to Andy Serling’s statement that the jockey 
switch from Junior Alvarado to Luis Saez in the Travers was surprising

“When I play golf, I always shoot 61; I just don’t stop there.”
WIP Sportsradio host Paul Jolovitz

“That’s because they don’t know what month it is.”
Jolovitz, on why Kentucky started school so early

“You time it wrong, there’s no telling where you might end up.”
Trainer Arch Kingsley, whose barn is on the harness track side,  

on the traffic created by horses from Todd Pletcher and Linda Rice

“Nothing happens without Ivan.”
Ivan Maira, on being the key to progress at the Morning Line Kitchen

“If not stone, at least plywood.”
Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred’s Barrie Reightler, on carving things in. . .

“Well, we found another way to lose a race.”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard, after Remember Then was 

caught up in a race declared no contest at Delaware Park Monday

“It might be early in the day, but it’s late in the meet.”
A tired writer, when told it was too early  

to be yawning, Wednesday morning

here&there... at Saratoga
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here&there... Continued from 
previous page

BY THE NUMBERS

Connie BushReaders 2. Special fans Jim Bickhart (seated) and Randy “The Big Unit” Johnson do 
some backyard studying.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

www.brookledge.com
HORSE TRANSPORTATION800-523-8143

“It’s a shame they can’t be  
four weeks apart, rather than three,  

but that’s the way it is.”

– Trainer Jonathan Sheppard on steeplechase fixtures  
the A.P. Smithwick and New York Turf Writers

NAMES OF THE DAY

CALLING ALL GUMBO FANS

Saratoga Karaoke, second race. The 2-year-old filly is out of Fantasy Song. We’re not 
sure if she was at The Parting Glass Monday night, but you never know.

Never On Time, fifth race. The 4-year-old is by Any Given Saturday out of Past Due.

Southern Equine Stable, trainer Eric Guillot and his brother Chip “The Gumbo King” Guillot invite all 
owners, trainers, jockeys, agents, officials and other interested guests to Barn 34 Friday at 11 a.m. for 
food, drink, zydeco music and more. See you there, and bring your appetite. As Eric said, “Everything 
but the squeal will be in the pot.”

17: People watching Orb stand still at 7:31 Monday morning.

2: Monday winners for broodmare Pretty Pretty. Her 3-year-old daughter Make The Moment won the 
third race and 4-year-old daughter Lumineuse won the 10th. Both winners were bred in New York by 
Gallagher’s Stud. Courtesy of special contributor Kate Dalton.

The Chief... Day 27

The New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337  | visit us on Facebook

- Trainer Allen Jerkens

“I’d put Citation, Secretariat, Spectacular Bid in the top five, anyway. 
There’s a lot of other ones too. Of course, I didn’t see Man o’ War, but if you 
look at his record, he had to win a lot of them, because nobody showed up to 
run against him. Nobody was better than Spectacular Bid, you watch him 
train in Florida as a 3-year-old, you couldn’t believe a horse could be that 
tough, he would gallop 2 miles, 2 ¼ miles, the last three quarters in 19, 
20, then he’d work his eyes out. There’s about 25 mares, you can’t believe 
the races they won. They used to run against the colts, they didn’t have any 
qualms about going against the colts, they fig-
ured the 5 pounds took care of it. How about 
Regret, she won the Hopeful and the Derby.” 
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When your horse needs help...

Monday morning, the Oklahoma 
stable area buzzed, bubbled and other-
wise chattered as Kentucky Derby win-
ner Orb went through his final Travers 
breeze just after the harrowing break. 

The Kentucky Derby winner worked 
a half-mile in 47.68 seconds, but the 
buzzers, bubblers and chatterers missed 
another star Thoroughbred rolling 
around the track about 30 seconds earli-
er. Steeplechaser Demonstrative breezed 
a half in :50.98, his final prep for to-
day’s Grade 1 New York Turf Writers 
Cup. Last year’s winner started slowly 
under Laird George, and finished strong 
in what trainer Richard Valentine called 
more of a 5-furlong move. 

As his horse turned heads while walk-
ing home on the horsepath, Valentine 
thought about good horses.

“It looks effortless, doesn’t it?,” he 
said of Orb’s move. “We saw him and 
kind of joked about needing company, 
but it’s nice to be walking past or out 
there at the same time as a horse like 
that. That’s Saratoga.”

Valentine also spoke up for his horse, 
a son of Elusive Quality with three 

Grade 1 jump wins on his scorecard. 
The 6-year-old carries highweight of 158 
pounds today, against eight others going 
2 3/8 miles in the $150,000 first race.

“I wish more people appreciated what 
the jumpers do when they get up here,” 
he said. “They’re our Orbs. It’s not like 
they’re just everyday horses.”

The Turf Writers is full of steeple-
chase Orbs. Demonstrative and 10-year-
old veteran Divine Fortune were 2012 
Eclipse Award finalists and finished 
1-2 in last fall’s Colonial Cup and this 
spring’s Iroquois. Former Kentucky Der-
by starter Mr. Hot Stuff became a Grade 
1 winner in the A.P. Smithwick here three 
weeks ago. Veteran Spy In The Sky won 
the 2009 Turf Writers and 2012 Smith-
wick. Rising star Martini Brother hasn’t 
lost in three starts for trainer Jonathan 
Sheppard. English veteran Hunt Ball, a 
winner of eight races overseas, makes his 
second American start. 

Betting strategy gets compromised 
by trainer Jonathan Sheppard’s three-
way coupling (Divine Fortune, Martini Sean Clancy

Top steeplechase Demonstrative cuts the corner at Oklahoma while working Monday morning.

Stars Too
Demonstrative headlines strong 
jump cast in Gr. 1 Turf Writers

BY JOE CLANCY N.Y. TURF WRITERS  PREVIEW

See TURF WRITERS page 6 
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Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Zensational

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .

Brother and Italian Wedding) at 7-5 on 
the morning line, which leaves seven pa-
ri-mutuel interests, but the competition 
and quality level are there in heaps.

Bred in Kentucky by Gainsborough 
Farm, Demonstrative raced on the flat in 
England before selling to Valentine and 
owner Jacqueline Ohrstrom at Tatter-
salls in England. The gelding’s American 
career has included wins in four sea-
sons, a narrow miss to Pierrot Lunaire 
in the championship race last year and 
$416,300 in earnings. He opened 2013 
with a rousing win over Divine Fortune 
in the Iroquois in May, but has not raced 
since. A cough on raceday kept him out 
of the Smithwick, which forced Valen-
tine to make a decision.

“(The cough) was enough to notice,” 
said the trainer. “I probably could have 
gotten away with running him, but with 
this race coming up I just decided not to 
run. If he would have bled there or some-
thing, we would have missed the Turf 
Writers for sure and maybe hurt our fall 
plans too.”

Instead, Valentine minimized the risk 
and passed the $100,000 Smithwick. 
Demonstrative recovered, Mr. Hot Stuff 
won the race over Italian Wedding and 
Divine Fortune. Demonstrative shoulders 
158 pounds today, eight more than Di-
vine Fortune, 10 more than Mr. Hot Stuff 
and up to 20 more than the rest. Weight 
is a concern, but (like all trainers) Valen-
tine worries about everything.

“If we were going to skip the Smith-
wick, he would have been at home (in 

Virginia) instead of here for a month,” 
he said. “Weight doesn’t bother me at 
home until you go fast. He trains with 
155-160 every day. I guess it’s an issue, 
but I think he can handle it. I would have 
definitely liked the run in the Smithwick 
– I just don’t think he’s enjoyed his time 
up here as much as he would have en-
joyed that much time at home.”

Not that you could tell this week. De-
monstrative rolled through his workout 
Monday, and schooled over three fences 
Wednesday – looking bright and sharp. 

“He’s good,” Valentine said. “That 
(work) didn’t look like it took much out 
of him. He’s going well, he’s very happy 
and he seems good.”

Like he has for decades, Sheppard 
wields a big bat in the meet’s biggest 
race. The Hall of Famer saddles four, 
topped by the three-horse entry – re-
quired because Sheppard owns all of 
Italian Wedding and half of Divine 
Fortune with Bill Pape, who owns all 
of Martini Brother. At age 10, Divine 
Fortune makes his 10th Saratoga start. 
He won an allowance in 2007 and the 
Smithwick in 2010 and 2011. His Turf 
Writers tries have all been losses – fourth  
in 2010, sixth in 2011 and a fall while 
threatening at the last fence last year. 
This year, the rangy chestnut threatened 
in the Smithwick, but couldn’t go with 
Mr. Hot Stuff late and settled for third 
(beaten 2 ¾ lengths). Sheppard shifts to 
jockey Sean McDermott, a winner here 
last week, as Darren Nagle winds up on 
Martini Brother.

“He probably needs a bit longer 
distance at this stage in his life,” said 
Sheppard, pointing to the extra five-six-
teenths of the Turf Writers. “Maybe he’s 

not quite as quick as he was. He’s a prov-
en, exposed horse who has been running 
for years.”

The veteran gets eight pounds from 
Demonstrative, after pushing his rival to 
a neck at level weights in May.

Sheppard called Martini Brother the 
race’s “wild card,” and he’s right. Un-

coupled from Divine Fortune, the 5-year-
old would be 4-1 or better off a rapidly 
accelerating form cycle of maiden win in 
April, allowance win in May and Sara-
toga novice stakes score in July. The son 
of A.P. Indy and Grade 1 winner Island 

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 5

Tod Marks
Mr. Hot Stuff touches down over the last fence of the Smithwick three weeks ago.

See TURF WRITERS page 8 
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Sand could tackle another novice start, 
but will instead aim for open company. 
He won here July 25, so gets four weeks 
between races (compared to three for the 
Smithwick runners) and even spent two 
weeks at the farm in Pennsylvania. De-
monstrative won the Turf Writers off the 
same schedule last year.

“He’s a classy horse and he might be 
up to the challenge,” said Sheppard. 
“He’s got quality, he’s fast, he’s had 
three runs and had a run up here. Initial-
ly, I put him to cover my bases in case 
something happened to Divine Fortune. 
He lacks a little bit of seasoning, but 
the more I thought about it, I thought it 
might just be worth giving him a shot.”

Martini Brother gets in at 144 
pounds, including regular jockey Dar-
ren Nagle. Running style will help the 
Kentucky-bred overcome the experience 
issue as Nagle can track Demonstrative 
and work from the back while mapping 
out a late run.

“Off the back of that, you’d have 
to think stepping up would suit him,” 
Nagle said after the win at the meet. 
“A faster race with horses he can get a 
proper lead off would actually suit him 
a lot better.”

In his first start in 16 months, Italian 
Wedding passed Divine Fortune late in 
the Smithwick, but was no match for 
Mr. Hot Stuff. 

The 8-year-old won over the course, 
and distance, in 2011 and looks like a 
fighter to his owner/trainer. Bernie Dal-
ton, second twice at the meet in five 

rides, returns aboard the son of Alpha-
bet Soup.

You have to go all the way back 
to 1999 to find a horse that won the 
Smithwick and Turf Writers in the same 
season. The horse was Campanile, and 
he actually won three consecutive ma-
jor Saratoga starts – the Smithwick and 
Turf Writers that year and the Smith-
wick again in 2000. He carried 160 
pounds in the 2000 Turf Writers, and 
finished second while giving 10 pounds 
to Ninepins.

Mr. Hot Stuff tries to buck histo-
ry today, off a comfortable Smithwick 
score. Horses that have a hard race in 
the Smithwick tend to bounce three 
weeks later in the Turf Writers. Mr. 
Hot Stuff made it look easy, winning 
by 2 ½ lengths for owner Gill Johnston 
and trainer Jack Fisher. The 7-year-old 
Tiznow gelding gets 10 pounds from 
Demonstrative and could get first run 
on the closers.

Not that he’s “superstitious or any-
thing,” Fisher was thinking about curs-
es Wednesday afternoon – the Smith-
wick/Turf Writers double, the front 
page of today’s Daily Racing Form and 
a Special cover appearance three weeks 
ago. But he likes his horse, who bound-
ed around the Oklahoma turf during a 
training session Wednesday.

“If it goes the way it did last time – 
he had a good trip, he had a good time 
and enjoyed himself out there – we’ll 
be fine,” said the trainer, who seeks his 
sixth win at the meet. “I worry about 
all three of those dudes (in the Sheppard 
entry) and I have to hope the weight 
gets to Demonstrative a little bit.”

Paddy Young returns to ride Mr. Hot 

Stuff, a winner in half his eight jump 
starts after going 1-for-18 on the flat 
(including tries in the 2009 Derby and 
Belmont) for WinStar Farm and trainer 
Eoin Harty.

Fisher also entered two 138-pound 
lightweights – likely early leader Brave 
Prospect and meet winner All Togeth-
er. Sheppard’s fourth runner, English 
import Hunt Ball, looks to restart his 
American career after laboring home 
sixth in the Smithwick. The veteran 
earned more than $200,000 overseas, 
including four consecutive wins in 2012 

and seven wins in an eight-start string 
in 2011-12.

Spy In The Sky put together three 
strong races last season when he won 
the Smithwick, finished third in the 
Turf Writers while hampered at the last 
fence and was beaten a nose when sec-
ond in the Lonesome Glory at Belmont 
in September. Fourth in the Smithwick, 
the late-running son of Thunder Gulch 
could be sitting on his best race and will 
aim to be running late along with De-
monstrative and Martini Brother.

Turf Writers –
 Continued from page 6

Tod Marks
Martini Brother (left) tries to win his second race of the meet.
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Keeneland September has produced 23 Grade/Group 1 winners in 2013,  
with graduates starting in 49 of 56 North American Grade 1 races. 

 
monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st  

CataLoGs aVaILabLe 

Why buy anywhere else? 

one saLe
Shapes the Sport.

If you want to suCCeed at the Grade 1 LeVeL,
why buy anywhere but KeeneLand september?

KESL-13353 Saratoga Special-Sept Sale 13 8/22-25.indd   1 8/21/13   4:29 PM
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Follow us on

@joeclancy65
@saratogaspecial
@saratogaTL

YOU enjoy 
the thrills of racing.

WE take care 
of everything else!

518 587-5550 • PartingGlassRacing.com 
73 Henry St., Saratoga Springs

Saratoga’s ORIGINAL Racing Partnership offers you the exciting opportunity to become 
PART owner of a racehorse while enjoying FULL ownership priveleges.

Schedule your personal Saratoga Backstretch Tour with Tom Gallo 
by calling our office! Experience the magic of what happens behind 
the scenes, in the barns, on the training track and at the gate.

Thursday, August 22.

1ST (1:00PM). $150,000, STK - THE NEW YORK TURF WRITERS CUP, 
4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   4 Italian Wedding B. Dalton J. Sheppard 7-5
1a  7 Divine Fortune S. McDermott J. Sheppard 7-5
1x  9 Martini Brother D. Nagle J. Sheppard 7-5
2   1 Spy in the Sky D. Hodsdon J. Day 15-1
3   2 Mr. Hot Stuff P. Young J. Fisher 7-2
4   3 All Together X. Aizpuru J. Fisher 8-1
5   5 Hunt Ball (IRE) R. Geraghty J. Sheppard 12-1
6   6 Demonstrative R. Walsh R. Valentine 5-2
7   8 Brave Prospect D. Crosse J. Fisher 20-1

2ND (1:35PM). $50,000, MCL $50,000-$40,000, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 My Jimmy Chew Girl J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 5-2
2   2 Free Release J. Castellano C. Brown 7-2
3   3 Crystal Rocket L. Saez G. Contessa 5-1
4   4 Saratoga Karaoke J. Lezcano E. Kenneally 3-1
5   5 Two Step Flor I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Trombetta 6-1
6   6 Foxbeau R. Napravnik S. Asmussen 5-1

3RD (2:07PM). $100,000, STK - THE ALYDAR, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Percussion J. Castellano T. Pletcher 2-1
2   2 Aussi Austin C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 6-1
3   3 Csaba L. Saez P. Gleaves 3-1
4   4 Easter Gift J. Rosario C. Brown 9-5
5   5 Vitoria Olimpica (BRZ) J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 8-1

4TH (2:39PM). $70,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   1 Speed Read J. Rosario R. Violette, Jr. 2-1
2   2 Sandcat J. Alvarado J. Kimmel 3-1
3   3 Polecat L. Saez D. Schettino 5-2
4   4 Sugar Gold R. Napravnik J. Hertler 15-1
5   5 Geaux Mets M. Luzzi B. Brown 8-1
6   6 Let’s Discuss J. Ortiz S. Schwartz 12-1
7   7 Whirlin I. Ortiz, Jr. R. Schosberg 12-1
8   8 Noon Shadow J. Falk J. Falk 20-1
9   AE Push Ups R. Montanez M. Aro 12-1

5TH (3:11PM). $38,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Verne R. Napravnik T. Wyatt 6-1
2   2 Horvat Clan J. Rosario M. Maker 3-1
3   3 Sam’s Buck C. Velasquez G. Weaver 12-1
4   4 Never On Time J. Ortiz L. Rice 7-2
5   5 Native Wave J. Rocco, Jr. A. Dutrow 4-1
6   6 Manacor (IRE) R. Maragh J. Day 8-1
7   7 Suilleabhain I. Ortiz, Jr. G. Sciacca 15-1
8   8 Rover J. Castellano J. Antonucci 20-1
9   9 El Season J. Velazquez J. Sheppard 5

6TH (3:43PM). $52,000, CLM $35,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   3 Formulaforsuccess J. Castellano R. Rodriguez 3-1
1a  7 Cheyenne Nation C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 3-1
2   8 Irish Lion I. Ortiz, Jr. D. Jacobson 8-1
2b  MTO Viscount D. Cohen D. Jacobson 8-1
3   1 Attractive Ride R. Albarado M. Scherer 4-1
4   2 Madris J. Rosario T. Morley 8-1
5   4 Coach Royal L. Saez R. Hess, Jr. 5-1
6   5 Equivocation M. Franco P. Reynolds 15-1
7   6 Street Fight R. Maragh G. Contessa 12-1
8   9 Z Dager J. Ortiz S. Asmussen 5-2
9   MTO Box Office .  P. Reynolds 4-1

7TH (4:16PM). $80,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Reign E. Prado H. Motion 5-1
2   2 Sumba Sunset J. Rocco, Jr. M. Matz 4-1
3   3 Paulownia R. Albarado D. Lukas 20-1
4   4 Tapiteao A. Garcia G. Arnold, II 15-1
5   5 Best Friends R. Napravnik J. Sheppard 6-1
6   6 Sky Painter L. Saez K. McLaughlin 6-1
7   7 Super Sky J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 7-5
8   8 Camden Jane J. Castellano G. Contessa 12-1
9   MTO Go West Marie .  G. Gullo 8-1

8TH (4:49PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M 
(INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1   6 Mariel N Kathy J. Alvarado D. Schettino 5-1
1a  MTO Flash Forward .  D. Schettino 5-1
2   1 With Sugar On Top I. Ortiz, Jr. K. McLaughlin 10-1
3   2 Free as a Bird E. Prado I. Wilkes 3-1
4   3 Moonwalk J. Rosario D. Romans 6-1
5   4 Floral Romance J. Lezcano W. Mott 6-1
6   5 Viva Rafaela (BRZ) J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 4-1
7   7 Malibu Yankee R. Napravnik N. Saville 12-1
8   8 Puzzling J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 4-1
9   MTO Skyfall .  T. Pletcher 5-2
10 MTO Geisha Gal .  W. Mott 3-1

9TH (5:22PM). $74,000, AOC $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1   1 Ziptronic J. Castellano G. Contessa 6-1
2   2 Sportswriter R. Napravnik R. Rodriguez 10-1
3   3 Wee Freudian L. Saez L. Rice 3-1
4   4 Dreamsgonewild J. Velazquez B. Alexander 12-1
5   5 Mr Rosenthal J. Lezcano G. DiPrima 20-1
6   6 Bizarroworld M. Franco L. Cabrera 10-1
7   7 Notmyfirstime J. Alvarado S. Asmussen 2-1
8   8 Isn’tlovejustgrand I. Ortiz, Jr. J. Aquilino 15-1
9   9 Quick Money C. Velasquez L. Rice 5-1

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 THURSDAY’S SARATOGA ENTRIES

Tod Marks
Divine Fortune (and pal Ronnie Brunson) hope to win the Turf Writers.
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Percussion 

Csaba 
Easter Gift 
Push Ups 

Speed Read 
Geaux Mets 

Never On Time 
Horvat Clan 

Verne 
Formulaforsuccess 

Z Dager 
Coach Royal 
Super Sky 

Reign 
Paulonia 
Puzzling 

Floral Romance 
Free As A Bird 
Wee Freudian 
Sportswriter 
Mr Rosenthal     

Sheppard Entry
Demonstrative
Mr. Hot Stuff

Saratoga Karaoke
Free Release

Foxbeau
Easter Gift
Percussion

Aussi Austin
Polecat
Sandcat

Speed Read
Native Wave
Horvat Clan
El Season
Z Dager

Coach Royal
Attractive Ride

Super Sky
Sumba Sunset

Sky Painter
Skyfall

Free as a Bird
Viva Rafaela

Notmyfirstime
Wee Freudian

Dreamsgonewild 

Sheppard entry 
Mr. Hot Stuff 

Demonstrative 
Foxbeau 

My Jimmy Chew Girl 
Saratoga Karaoke 

Easter Gift 
Aussi Austin 
Percussion 

Polecat 
Sandcat 

Speed Read 
Horvat Clan 
El Season 

Native Wave 
Z Dager 

Rodriguez entry 
Attractive Ride 

Super Sky 
Best Friends 

Sumba Sunset 
Malibu Yankee 
Viva Rafaela 

Schettino entry 
Notmyfirstime 

Ziptronic 
Bizarroworld 

Demonstrative
Mr. Hot Stuff

Sheppard entry
My Jimmy Chew Girl

Foxbeau
Two Step Flor

Easter Gift
Csaba

Vitoria Olimpica
Speed Read

Polecat
Sandcat

El Season
Horvat Clan

Never On Time
Attractive Ride

Cheyenne Nation
Irish Lion
Super Sky

Reign
Best Friends
Free as a Bird

Puzzling
Viva Rafaela

Notmyfirstime
Wee Freudian
Bizarroworld

Tom
Law

Chad
Summers

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Gaile
Fitzgerald
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Csaba was feeling good on one of the 
grassy spots near the Saratoga stakes 
barn earlier this week and shortly af-
ter trainer Phil Gleaves returned from a 
short trip home to Florida to see his son 
off on his first day of high school. 

And the colt wasn’t necessarily en-
joying it because he prefers the green 
stuff under his feet either. No, Csaba 
doesn’t seem to favor the grass when he 
competes in the afternoon, a rare excep-
tion considering he’s by the Kentucky 
sire Kitten’s Joy. He prefers the dirt and 
Gleaves probably prefers the kind of 
company he’ll get for Csaba in today’s 
$100,000 Alydar Stakes. 

“All the Kitten’s Joys, except him, 
love the grass,” Gleaves said Tuesday 
morning after Csaba returned from 
training on the main track. “We tried to 
make him a grass horse. His first three 
starts, we entered him on the grass and 
each time it got rained off. Someone was 
telling us not to pursue the grass, but we 
did it anyway and we kept doing it. 

“He did show he could run on it, fin-
ished third in a good race at Gulfstream 
behind Howe Great and Dullahan on 

the grass [in the Grade 3 Palm Beach in 
2012], but when I ran him back here on 
the grass last year he didn’t run well at 
all in the Equalize, so it’s been dirt ever 
since.”

Csaba, the 3-1 third choice in the 1 
1/8-mile Alydar behind Easter Gift and 
Percussion, has made nine starts on the 
main track since his ninth in the Equal-
ize last summer. He’s won five times, 
all stakes, including the Grade 3 Fred 
Hooper at Calder and Grade 3 Hal’s 
Hope at Gulfstream. 

Gleaves brings Csaba into today’s Al-
ydar off a tough attempt on the dirt last 
time in the Whitney Invitational, where 
he didn’t completely embarrass himself 
despite finishing seventh of eight as the 
biggest price on the board at more than 
42-1. He finished 9 ¼ lengths behind 
winner Cross Traffic in the Whitney, 
which wasn’t even the primary target 
for Gleaves when he shipped the bay 
colt north from Florida this summer. 

“These are the kinds of races we Tod Marks
A regular in the Saratoga stakes barn, Florida-based Csaba tries today’s Alydar Stakes for trainer 
Phil Gleaves.

Step Down
Csaba, Gleaves look to bounce 
back after seventh in Whitney 

BY TOM LAW ALYDAR STAKES PREVIEW

See ALYDAR page 14 
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came up here for,” Gleaves said Tuesday 
morning, shortly after Csaba returned 
from training on the main track. “The 
Birdstone and this race.”

The Birdstone was originally sched-
uled for the day before the Aug. 3 Whit-
ney, but when it didn’t fill Gleaves went 
to Plan B and entered Csaba against the 
likes of Cross Traffic, Successful Dan, 
Mucho Macho Man, Ron the Greek, 
Fort Larned and Alpha. 

“The Birdstone didn’t fill and I didn’t 
want him sitting around for three weeks 
doing nothing, so we took a shot, hon-
estly hoping to get a piece of the Whit-
ney. But, it was, quite frankly, a bit over 
his head. Now we’re in a much better 
spot.”

A better spot because none of those 
Whitney opponents are in the Aly-
dar—many target the Grade 1 Wood-
ward closing weekend—but he will face 
Grade 3 winner and 9-5 favorite Easter 
Gift, Albert the Great winner and 2-1 
second choice Percussion and Brazilian 
Group 1 winner Vitoria Olimpica. Aussi 
Austin, second by a nose in a quick op-
tional claiming race at the meet, rounds 
out the field. 

Csaba breezed once after the Whit-

ney, going an easy half in :52.08 last 
Friday.

“He’s great, really bounced back in 
excellent form,” Gleaves said. “I was 
out in the grass (grazing) with him, he 
was rearing up, feeling good. He’s re-
ally at the top of his game. No prob-
lems there. It didn’t take too much out 
of him. I just breezed him an easy half 
because I thought the Whitney would 
keep him fit. He didn’t need much, so 
we’re ready to go.”

Easter Gift ships up from Chad 
Brown’s string at Belmont Park off 
three consecutive victories, including 
the $250,000 Mountainview Handi-
cap that was part of the Penn Mile card 
June 1 at Penn National. 

Brown took over training the Hard 
Spun colt for the Hard spun colt’s 
4-year-old campaign after a sophomore 
season that included a win in the Grade 
3 Smarty Jones at Parx and a runner-up 
in the Grade 3 Pegasus at Monmouth 
for Nick Zito. He also finished fourth 
as the favorite in last year’s Curlin at 
Saratoga. 

Percussion opened a clear lead in 
the stretch but got run down by Ca-
lidoscopio to finish second in the Grade 
2 Brooklyn before a fifth after showing 
speed in the Grade 2 Suburban last time. 
The 5-year-old Bluegrass Cat gelding 
is trained by Todd Pletcher, who also 
sends out Stud TNT’s Vitoria Olimpica.

Alydar –
 Continued from page 12

www.thisishorseracing.com
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“�I�use�StableLab�for�pre-performance�testing�coming�up�to�a�race.�
StableLab�gives�me�an�extra�measure�of�confidence�and�unlike�other�
blood�tests,�there�is�no�guess�work�involved�in�figuring�out�the�result.�
StableLab�gives�a�clear�yes/no�result.”�

   martin pipe, 15 times british champion trainer

“�We�use�StableLab�as�an�adjunct�diagnostic�to�help�identify�horses��
that�may�have�a�systemic�infection.�We�also�use�StableLab�to�monitor��
our�patients�and�how�they�are�responding�to�our�therapies.”��

��dr nathan slovis, hagyard equine medical institute

StableLab detects and quantifies a protein in 
blood called Serum Amyloid A. Serum Amyloid 
A is normally absent, or only present in very low 
concentrations in healthy horses, but increases 
rapidly and dramatically in response to infection 
or severe trauma. The severity of disease is 
reflected in the level of SAA elevation, making 
StableLab an excellent health management tool.

Our blood test
Through our collaborative work we here at 
StableLab we have been able to determine 
the most clinically significant SAA range  
in horses and present it to you in a way that  
is simple to use and understand.

Detects infections in 10 mins.

Equine Blood Analysis. 
Anytime. Anywhere.

Business Innovation Centre, Institute of Technology Campus, Ballinode, Sligo, Ireland
www.stablelab.com
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Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1 sale

Tattersalls Autumn Horses in Training Sale Oct. 28th - 31st
The World’s Largest Horses in Training Sale

Air fare assistance available subject to purchase

 Tel:  +44 1638 665931,  sales@tattersalls.com,  www.tattersalls.com

Tattersalls Horses in Training Graduates include:
OBVIOUSLY - SHOEMAKER MILE STAKES, GRADE 1, Hollywood Park  DEMONSTRATIVE - NEW YORK TURF WRITERS CUP, GRADE 1, Saratoga

FORETELLER - RANVET STAKES, GROUP 1, Rosehill

Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1Group 1 sale

Mike Hushion skirted past a swarm 
of people in the winner’s circle after 
Wednesday’s Albany Stakes and shook 
hands with Anthony Bonomo. 

Escapefromreality, owned by Bono-
mo’s Brooklyn Boyz Stable and MeB 
Racing Stable, had just upset the 
Hushion-trained Amberjack, squelch-
ing the Big Apple Triple, which pays 
a $250,000 bonus to the horse who 
sweeps the Mike Lee, New York Der-
by and Albany. Amberjack had won the 
first two legs and came into the Albany 
as the heavy favorite. At the head of the 
stretch, Amberjack drew on even terms 
with Escapefromreality but failed to 
see out the 9 furlongs, falling 2 lengths 
short of sweeping the bonus. 

Bonomo was impressed with his 
horse – and Hushion. 

“I’m sorry, Mike,” Bonomo said.
“That’s horse racing,” came Hush-

ion’s reply.
“He’s a class act,” Bonomo said. “It’s 

so exciting, you don’t think of the other 
little things, if I was in a race and some-
body beat me, I’m hoping I would have 
done the same thing. I think I would 

have, but you don’t know.”
Bonomo didn’t need to find out 

Wednesday as Escapefromreality com-
mandeered the lead and never let it go 
in the $150,000 New York-bred stakes. 
Javier Castellano placed the son of Read 
The Footnotes on the lead through a 
quarter-mile in :24.56 as Amberjack 
pulled into second and Smooth Bert 
pulled his way into third. Seventy Six, 
In Harm’s Way and Go Get The Basil 
pushed from the back, forming a tight 
pack of six after a half in :49.30.

Around the turn, Escapefromreali-
ty led by a half-length over Amberjack 
who separated from Smooth Bert and 
the rest. At the quarter pole, Junior Al-
varado gunned Amberjack to the out-
side of Escapefromreality, but the leader 
counter-punched. In strides, the bonus 
was on the rocks. 

“When Junior made that move, but 
he didn’t go by, when he hesitated, my 
horse saw the other horse and real-
ly tried,” Castellano said. “I kept him 

Tod Marks
Escapefromreality kicks away from Amberjack in deep stretch

Class Acts
Escapefromreality denies Amberjack,  
big payoff in New York-bred stakes

BY SEAN CLANCY ALBANY STAKES RECAP

See ALBANY page 18 
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TVGTwinSpires

Get $100 when you 
sign up, make an 
ACH deposit, and 

wager $500 

Get $100 when you 
sign up and 
wager $200

Get $125 when 
you sign up, make 

a deposit with 
Xpressfund and 

wager $100

Must be 18 or older (21 in AL, IA, KS, NH, ND, WA) to open an account with Xpressbet, LLC and reside in a state where such activity is legal.
Void where prohibited. National Gambling Support Line 800.522.4700.

Sign up today at Xpressbet.com/SaratogaSpecial
Some picks are hard. This one is easy.
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T H E  E X C I T E M E N T

STARTS HERE!

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

SAM HUFF - CEO • CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

Saturday, October 19, 2013
Post Time 7:15 pm

At

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports, Comcast & HRTV

      

close to keep his focus on the other horse, I put him 
right together, ‘Let’s go, best horse wins the race.’ ”

Amberjack worked from the quarter pole to the 
sixteenth pole but couldn’t get past the leader, who 
eventually drew off to win by a comfortable 2 lengths. 
Smooth Bert finished third. Escapefromreality, a 
homebred gelding, finished 9 furlongs in 1:51.61. 

Escapefromreality won for the third time in six 
starts. Trained by Dominick Schettino, the bay geld-
ing won his debut at Aqueduct in November and fin-
ished second in his next start, beaten a neck to Go Get 
The Basil. In February, he nearly upset the Grade 3 
Withers, when failing by a neck to Revolutionary, who 
would go on to finish third in the Kentucky Derby. Af-
ter the Withers, Schettino wheeled him back a month 
later and he was drummed by Vyjack in the Grade 3 
Gotham. After that, owners and trainer conferred and 
aimed at a second-level state-bred allowance July 4. 
He won that convincingly, snapping a three-race los-
ing streak, then aimed at the Albany.  

Schettino blamed the Gotham loss on timing and 
decided to take his time before and after the July al-
lowance effort. 

“I think I ran him back too soon in the Gotham, 
he ran hard coming off a sprint race into a mile and 
a sixteenth, he breezed good, but sometimes they fool 
you,” Schettino said. “I talked to the owners, that was 
our plan, run in the allowance race and wait for the 
Albany, we wanted enough time between races. That’s 
what we learned in the Gotham.”

Castellano guided Escapefromreality to win the 
allowance and stayed in the camp to prepare for 
the Albany. The jockey guided Escapefromreality 
through his two most recent works, a 5-furlong move 
on the main track July 31 and another Aug. 12. The 
works convinced Castellano that the untried distance 
wouldn’t be a problem. 

“I was confident, we’ve been working three-quar-

ters and letting him gallop out,” Castellano said. “No-
body in the race wanted to go a mile-and-an-eighth, it 
was all about who saved the most horse for the end. 
I knew my horse wasn’t going to get tired, he’s been 
training longer and training phenomenally.”

After listening to Castellano, Schettino was confi-
dent.

“I wasn’t concerned, we knew he could get the 
distance, Javier knew he could get the distance after 
working him in the morning,” the trainer said. “He’s 
a versatile horse, he’ll sprint, he’ll go long, he doesn’t 
have to be on the lead, he can come from off the pace, 
he’ll do anything you ask him to do.”

After listening to Schettino, Bonomo was confident. 

“I try not to get too overconfident, but Dominic 
all along said, ‘Anthony, I think this horse can get the 
distance and he’s going to surprise us,’ ” Bonomo said. 
“Listen, we were confident, but you can’t get too con-
fident. We felt good. These are good horses, anything 
can happen. There’s one way to win, a thousand ways 
to lose.”

Hushion knew all about that. 
Hot in the paddock, Amberjack ran hard but 

couldn’t reel in the winner while attempting the dis-
tance for the first time. Peachtree Stable’s colt lost for 
the first time since Hushion began training him this 
year. The bonus, unclaimed since Tin Cup Chalice in 
2008, will wait for another year. 

Albany –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Owner Anthony Bonomo (left) and team greet Escapefromreality in the winner’s circle after the Albany.
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The enhanced TwinSpires.com offers players the best online wagering experience in racing.

Welcome to a world that revolves around the player. TwinSpires.com offers more of everything players want 

like free services, industry-leading innovations and unmatched control. And it’s only going to get better. The 

future of online wagering is here. And players rule. 

Sign up today and get a $100 bonus.*

* New TwinSpires.com customers only. $100 Promotion requires activating EZmoney, which allows for electronic transfer of funds to and from your bank account. See website 
for offer details. Persons under 18 (or 21 in certain jurisdictions) are not allowed to open or have access to accounts. Only available to customers who reside in a jurisdiction 
where the TwinSpires.com wagering system is available. Void where prohibited. Always wager responsibly. National Gambling helpline 1-800-522-4700.  
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Shadwell Stable was already in the 
midst of a pretty good mid-August run 
at Saratoga. 

Things got started less than two 
weeks ago as Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Rashid al Maktoum’s operation cele-
brated as 2006 Horse of the Year Inva-
sor became the first runner campaigned 
by any member of the Maktoum family 
to be inducted into the Racing Hall of 
Fame. Last week, Shadwell and Kiaran 
McLaughlin sent out winners on back-
to-back midweek programs.

Things are off to an equally good 
start on the racetrack this week. It start-
ed Wednesday when Sayaad, scratched 
from a race last week that Shadwell’s 
Farhaan won, stole the $100,000 

Dance of Life Stakes under a perfectly 
executed front-running ride from Jose 
Lezcano. Four races later homebred 
first-time starter Almurra gave Shad-
well another winner in a turf maiden 
for 2-year-olds. McLaughlin trains all 
four of Shadwell’s Saratoga winners, 
and trained Invasor to his U.S. Hall of 
Fame campaign.

“That was a great win,” McLaugh-
lin said, checking his smartphone and 
seeing a text from Shadwell President 
Rick Nichols just a few minutes after 
the Dance of Life. “We’re 3-for-3 for 
Shadwell and with Invasor going into 
the Hall of Fame, so it’s been a great 
meet. They’ll be happy. 

Lezcano was happy with the way the 

race unfolded as he was essentially giv-
en a free pass on the Street Sense colt 
into the first turn, around the first turn 
and up the backstretch. California ship-
per Miceli, was the only other horse to 
even try to run early, but conceded the 

lead around the first turn. Those two 
separated significantly from the other 
four in the field, including 6-5 favorite 
Winning Cause, up the backstretch. 

Tod Marks
Sayaad powers to the wire with a win in the Dance of Life Stakes Wednesday.

Steal for 
Shadwell

Sayaad stretches out nicely
en route to front-running victory

BY TOM LAW DANCE OF LIFE STAKES RECAP

See DANCE OF LIFE page 24 
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Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Best Bets in Saratoga
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

LARGE MULTI DEALER SHOP

at SUTTON’S

ANTIQUES
MARKET PLACE

     Daily  9 - 5:30      (518) 798-0010
1066 State Route 9  Queensbury, NY 12804  

between Northway (I-87) Exits 19 & 20

Voted BEST of the REGION 2013

139 UNION AVENUE
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 

518.871.1473
THEBROOKTAVERN.COM

LOCAL 
FAVORITE
IN A HISTORIC

SARATOGA 
NEIGHBORHOOD

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:50 AM  Page 1

Radwan, Brown & Company psc

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

certified public accountants

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com
(859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry. Now, I 
can watch the horses again.”  -Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable 

Use Saratoga’s 
Hometown Handicapper 

for racing selections 
all year long.VAHorsracingNews.com

Virginia Horseracing News, the newest and 
best source of information related to racing and 
breeding Thoroughbreds in the Commonwealth.

Glenn Petty

www.thisishorseracing.com

www.thisishorseracing.com
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Andre MogliA & CoMpAny

Certified PubliC ACCountAnts 
Maintaining the highest level of integrity and confidentiality

Andre “riCk” MogliA 
CpA, MS TAxATion

SpeCiAlizing in equine MATTerS

798 rouTe 9, SuiTe g
FiShkill, ny 12524

845 897-2570
(FAx) 845 896-5381

Help Wanted
Exercise rider wanted for flat racing 

stable in Berryville, VA. 
Galloping racehorses and breaking 

yearlings. Housing available. 

Respond to: 
sscooney1@gmail.com

Wednesday August 21.

FIRST $70,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
4 Court Dancer J. Rosario $8.30 $5.60 $3.50
3 She’s a Sizzler J. Ortiz  $11.80 $5.50
2 Margaret Ownzit C. Velasquez   $4.20
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by War Chant - Gosh All Get Out by D’Accord
Owner: Bona Venture Stables. Trainer: George Weaver. 
Breeder: Akindale Farm LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Sleek, Longride to Wisdom
Time: 1:04.97
Exacta (4-3), $94.00; Superfecta (4-3-2-6), $1,533.00; Trifecta (4-3-2), 
$431.50

SECOND $65,000, SOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
6 Tanglewood Tale J. Velazquez $4.40 $3.00 $2.30
5 Belle Gallantey J. Rocco, Jr.  $6.20 $3.10
4 So Blessed J. Castellano   $4.00
Gr/ro Filly 2009, by Tale of the Cat - Dreambride by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Avanti Stable (Mario L. Martinez). Trainer: Michael Wilson. 
Breeder: Ron McCauley (KY).
Time: 1:11.07
Daily Double (4-6), $23.60; Exacta (6-5), $19.00; Quinella (5-6), $11.20; 
Superfecta (6-5-4-1), $317.00; Trifecta (6-5-4), $73.00

THIRD $45,000, CLAIMING $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Regal Joanne R. Napravnik $5.40 $3.20 $2.50
3 Dust Em Mick D. Cohen  $3.50 $2.70
4 Sweet Sway J. Alvarado   $3.30
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Street Boss - Se Bella by Forestry
Owner: Zayat Stables, LLC. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: Hertrich/McCarthy Livestock LLC &John D. Fielding (KY).
Late Scratches: Saropia
Claimed: Regal Joanne claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for 
$35,000
Time: 1:03.54
Daily Double (6-6), $12.60; Exacta (6-3), $15.80; Superfecta (6-3-4-5), 
$85.50; Trifecta (6-3-4), $51.50; Pic 3 (4-6-6), $67.50

FOURTH $100,000, STAKES - DANCE OF LIFE S., 3 YO, 1M
3 Sayaad J. Lezcano $6.80 $3.80 $2.40
7 Miceli J. Velazquez  $6.60 $3.10
1 Winning Cause J. Rosario   $2.10
B Colt 2010, by Street Sense - Time for a Crown by Time for a Change
Owner: Shadwell Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Vision Sales 2009, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Bernie the Jet, Dads Caps, Bradester
Time: 1:33.77
Daily Double (6-3), $15.60; Exacta (3-7), $36.80; Quinella (3-7), $21.40; Su-
perfecta (3-7-1-6), $187.50; Trifecta (3-7-1), $73.50; Pic 3 (6-6-3), $30.60

FIFTH $70,000, SOC $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
5 Point Taken J. Castellano $5.60 $3.30 $2.80
2 Itsagoodtendollars R. Maragh  $5.70 $3.70
4 Talk Therapy C. Velasquez   $3.80
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2009, by Point Given - Tom’s Kid by Capote
Owner: Drawing Away Stable and Jacobson, David. 
Trainer: David Jacobson. Breeder: David Allen (KY).
Time: 1:51.18
Daily Double (3-5), $19.00; Exacta (5-2), $23.60; Superfecta (5-2-4-3), 
$791.00; Trifecta (5-2-4), $113.50; Pic 3 (6-3-5), $41.40; Pic 4 (6-2/6-3-
5), $102.50

SIXTH $40,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
6 With Diamonds J. Lezcano $5.60 $3.30 $2.30
4 Fly Solo J. Rosario  $4.10 $2.60
1A I’m Smokin Hot R. Napravnik   $2.20
Ch Filly 2010, by Sky Mesa - Glitter by Hennessy
Owner: Alastar Thoroughbred Racing. Trainer: Gerry Carwood. 
Breeder: Monticule (KY).
Late Scratches: Lara, Suzenshine
Claimed: With Diamonds claimed by Roman, Lawrence P. for $25,000, Fly 
Solo claimed by Guyana Rocky LLC for $25,000
Time: 1:03.10
Daily Double (5-6), $22.80; Exacta (6-4), $19.60; Trifecta (6-4-1), $42.20; 
Pic 3 (3-5-6), $66.00

SEVENTH $47,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000-$30,000, 3 & UP, 7F
6 Apex J. Alvarado $6.20 $3.20 $2.50
8 Cowboy Prince J. Rosario  $4.20 $2.90
4 Let’s Have Us One R. Napravnik   $2.60
B Gelding 2010, by Dynaformer - Enth by Seeking the Gold
Owner: Claiborne Farm and Dilschneider, Adele B.. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Claiborne Farm & Adele B. Dilschneider (KY).
Late Scratches: Easement
Claimed: Apex claimed by North Shore Racing (Alan Quartucci) for $40,000, 
Douro claimed by Gargan, Danny for $40,000
Time: 1:24.27
Daily Double (6-6), $20.40; Exacta (6-8), $25.60; Superfecta (6-8-4-3), 
$195.00; Trifecta (6-8-4), $51.50; Pic 3 (5-6-6), $56.50

EIGHTH $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Almurra J. Alvarado $47.80 $17.00 $8.70
3 Zindaya J. Lezcano  $4.90 $3.10
1 Stay in Front J. Castellano   $4.10
B Filly 2011, by Street Cry (IRE) - Alwajeeha by Dixieland Band
Owner: Shadwell Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Shadwell Farm, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Best Friends, Go West Marie, Tapiteao, Camden Jane, Su-
per Sky, Reign
Time: 1:03.43
Daily Double (6-7), $132.50; Exacta (7-3), $208.50; Superfecta (7-3-1-5), 
$4,956.00; Trifecta (7-3-1), $707.00; Pic 3 (6-6-7), $418.50

NINTH $150,000, NY-BRED STAKES - ALBANY S., 3 YO, 1 1/8M
3 Escapefromreality J. Castellano $8.50 $3.40 $2.50
4 Amberjack J. Alvarado  $2.30 $2.10
2 Smooth Bert M. Luzzi   $2.80
B Gelding 2010, by Read the Footnotes - Queen of the City by Medaglia 
d’Oro
Owner: MeB Racing Stables LLC and Brooklyn Boyz Stables.
Trainer: Dominick Schettino. Breeder: Brooklyn Boyz Stables, Inc. (NY).
Late Scratches: Ego Friendly
Time: 1:51.61
Daily Double (7-3), $239.50; Exacta (3-4), $20.40; Superfecta (3-4-2-6), 
$109.40; Trifecta (3-4-2), $56.00; Pic 3 (6-7-3), $649.00; Place Pix Nine 
(1/4/6/9-1/4/6/8-1/3/7-3), $19.20

TENTH $41,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Horse Latitudes A. Solis $14.20 $6.50 $6.40
10 Hezro R. Maragh  $10.40 $6.30
6 Rakete J. Rocco, Jr.   $3.40
Dk B/ Br Colt 2010, by Stormy Atlantic - Latitude Forty by Chester House
Owner: Crossed Sabres Farm. Trainer: John Hertler. 
Breeder: Dixiana Farms LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Privatize, Slick Daddy
Claimed: Rakete claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for $25,000
Time: 1:50.88
Daily Double (3-1), $7.40; Daily Double (3-4), $64.50; Exacta (4-10), 
$121.00; Superfecta (4-10-6-9), $7,995.00; Trifecta (4-10-6), $605.00; Pic 
3 (7-3-4), $1,229.00;  (7-3-1), $151.50; Pic 4 (1/6-7-3-4), $4,103.00; Pic 6 
(5-6/9-1/6-7-3-4), $369.50; Pic 6 (5-6/9-1/6-7-3-4), $41,769.00

 WEDNESDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS

Attendance: 15,041   On Track Handle: 2,304,459
Intra-State Handle: 1,624,314   Inter-State Handle: 7,078,929

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

TRAINERS .........................1ST
Todd Pletcher ...............................29
Chad Brown .................................20
David Jacobson ............................12
Steve Asmussen ..........................10
Mike Maker ....................................9
Kiaran McLaughlin .........................9
Bill Mott .........................................9
George Weaver...............................9
Dominic Galluscio ..........................8
Rudy Rodriguez .............................6
Christophe Clement ........................5
Tony Dutrow...................................5
Jack Fisher .....................................5
Bruce Levine ..................................5

JOCKEYS ..........................1ST
Javier Castellano ..........................45
Joel Rosario .................................39
John Velazquez ............................35
Jose Lezcano ...............................21
Irad Ortiz Jr ..................................18
Jose Ortiz .....................................17 
Junior Alvarado ............................16
Cornelio Velasquez .......................15
Rosie Napravnik ...........................14
Joe Rocco Jr ................................12
Luis Saez ......................................10
Rajiv Maragh ..................................8
Jose Espinoza ................................6
Alex Solis .......................................6

OWNERS ..........................1ST
Ken and Sarah Ramsey ................14
Drawing Away Stable .....................8
Klaravich & Wm. Lawrence ............8
Repole Stable .................................6
Darley Stable ..................................5
Jim and Susan Hill .........................4
Shadwell Farm ...............................4
Winning Move Stable .....................4

Through Wednesday

Saratoga Leaders
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The New York Turf Writers 
Cup was first run in 1938 
and moved to Saratoga 
Race Course in 1975. 

1

5 Point Taken 6 With Diamonds

8 Almurra (left)

10 Horse Latitudes

WEDNESDAY’S SARATOGA WINNERS • PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS & DAVE HARMON

2 Tanglewood Tale (left)Court Dancer 3 Regal Joanne

7 Apex

9 Escapefromreality
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www.CarolinaCompany.com

ICONIC AIKEN HORSE FARM and training center now available. Training facility will appeal to a
variety of equestrian disciplines, including hunter/jumpers, steeplechase, race training, eventing, lay-ups, 

conditioning, pleasure riding, and the list goes on. Unique purchase opportunity ~ CHIME BELL FARM
is offered as 2 separate stand-alone farm properties, or the contiguous parcels may be purchased together. 

PONY TRAIL PARCEL includes brick main residence with 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths, in ground pool, smaller
brick ranch ready for renovations, double shed row barn with 15 stalls and office with bath, 5-stall center aisle barn
with 3 tack rooms and bath, 40 x 60 steel frame shop building with 1 bedroom/1 bath apartment, 22 board fenced

paddocks, run-in sheds, Hitchcock pen, fenced pastures, fields and pond on 155.48 acres.
CHIME BELL PARCEL includes 2-story duplex with 2 bedroom apartments on each floor, main shed row barn

with 16 stalls and tack & feed rooms, 6-stall center aisle barn with 1 bedroom/1 bath apartment, metal equipment
shed, 4-stall barn, 16 paddocks, round pen, 7 large pastures, open fields and woods on 86.5 acres.

C H I M E  B E L L  FAR M
AI K E N , S O U T H  CA R O L I NA

LISA HOSANG
803.270.8020
MIKE HOSANG
803.270.6358

PONY TRAIL PARCEL
155.48 acres plus improvements

$1,750,000
CHIME BELL PARCEL
86.5 acres plus improvements

$1,450,000

www.CarolinaCompany.com

SaratogaHosangHalf8-11-13.qxd  8/8/2013  6:23 PM  Page 1

“The only horse I was worried 
about was the one outside, with Johnny 
(Velazquez),” Lezcano said. “Johnny’s 
a good rider and he knows where I’m 
going.” 

He might have known where Lezca-
no was going but there wasn’t much he 
or Miceli could do about it. 

“The winner, he’s been sprinting 
so you’ve got to expect him to go fast 
anyway,” Velazquez said. “So it’s two 
things, the grass is firm and that horse 
has been running seven-eighths so you 
expect it’s going to be pretty quick go-
ing. He did it. The only thing I didn’t 
expect was that he’d keep running that 
fast.” 

Lezcano kept his lone serious threat 
well back and Sayaad barreled through 
strong splits of :23.79 and :46.78 be-
fore hitting the three-quarter mark in 
1:10.06. It was over at that point, as 
Sayaad started to stride away and his 
closest pursuer faded. Sayaad opened 
up in the stretch and flew home, getting 
his final quarter in :23.71 to finish in a 
sharp 1:33.77 for the mile. 

“It was a little bit of a surprise that 
he ran that well, but he’s been doing 
well and the lack of pace in the race 
probably helped us,” McLaughlin said. 
“I told him it didn’t look like there was 
a lot of pace, so if you’re close, ride 
your race. Maybe the two turns helped, 
two turns and lack of pace. We always 
were sprinting him early, so we’re hap-
py that he could go further. That was a 
big win, fast time.”

The second choice at just under 
5-2, Sayaad undoubtedly would have 
dropped the price on Farhaan in his 
race, too. Farhaan, a 4-year-old Jazil 
colt making his first start in the U.S., 
came from well off the pace to win his 
race going a mile on the inner at just 
under 7-2. 

Sayaad’s victory was his first from 
three tries at a distance beyond 7 fur-
longs. He was sixth in an allowance/
optional race in his 2013 debut in early 

February at Gulfstream and fifth in the 
Grade 3 Hill Prince in mid-June at Bel-
mont. 

Miceli did hold second, barely, fin-
ishing a neck in front of Winning Cause 
with One More Cat another 1 ¼ lengths 
back in fourth. 

Shadwell’s and McLaughlin’s second 
winner on the day pulled a big surprise 
to bettors, winning the 5 ½-furlong turf 
maiden at nearly 23-1. McLaughlin, 
who trained Almurra’s dam Alwajee-

ha to a victory in the Grade 1 Queen 
Elizabeth II Challenge Cup in 2008 at 
Keeneland, wasn’t shocked by the vic-
tory.

 “That was strange because she 
probably the best bred filly in the race,” 
McLaughlin said of the Street Cry filly. 
“She’s out of a Grade 1 winner that we 
trained for Shadwell and she’s done ev-
erything right in the morning so I was 
very surprised.  She’s green but she will 
keep improving, she’s a nice filly.”

Dance of Life –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Almurra (center) prevails in Wednesday’s eighth to complete a double for Shadwell Stable and trainer Kiaran McLaughlin.
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Court Dancer made sure there was little intrigue 
in the stretch of the opener and chugged to an easy 7 
¾-length victory over seven other first-timers in the 5 
½-furlong maiden race for New York-bred 2-year-old 
filliess. 

“She’s been pretty quick in the morning, but you 
never know until you put them in the gate,” trainer 
George Weaver said of the War Chant filly. “She’s 
shown that she had some speed and could do some-
thing nice the first time we ran her, so it wasn’t totally 
unexpected.”

The victory was an early payoff on Bona Venture’s 
investment in the filly, a $35,000 purchase at the 2012 
Fasig Tipton New York-bred sale. 

“She was professional in the sales ring,” said Bona 
Venture’s Dan Collins. “She’s got an athletic body she 

really looked intelligent and it just looked like it fit 
for us. I didn’t expect her to win so easily. She really 
showed it to us today.” 

The filly’s debut went as well as could be expected, 
leaving Collins with only one regret. 

“The only regret is we wished Jose Espinoza could 
have had the experience of riding her,” Collins said of 
the jockey who was injured last week. “He put a lot 

of work into riding her and he deserves as much credit 
as anybody.” 

Joel Rosario picked up the mount on the filly, who 
blasted out of the gate despitea  brief stumble and con-
trolled the race throughout.

“If you’re going 5 ½ furlongs the only strategy I 
know is to ask the horse to run away from them, and 

Legal 
Moves

Court Dancer storms 
to debut victory for 
Weaver, Bona Venture

WEDNESDAY’S RACING RECAP

Tod Marks
Court Dancer makes it look easy while leading them home in the first, a lopsided maiden win.

See RECAP page 28 
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has 
represented owners, trainers, breeders and 

jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.
 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181

wherever it puts you, it puts you,” said Weaver, who 
won his ninth race of the meet. “He asked her to run 
away from them and it put him close to the pace, then 
on the pace, and then gone.”

– Dan McDonough

• Michael Wilson and Tanglewood Tale are a match 
made in heaven, as the filly’s triumph in the second 
race gave the trainer his second victory in as many 
starts at the meet. 

“She’d been training great, she’s always liked this 
racetrack and she’s been doing well enough to get the 
job done,” Wilson said. “I figured she’d run a huge 
race.” 

Tanglewood Tale added to her win July 26 in a 
$35,000 claiming race by taking Wednesday’s starter 
optional claimer at 6 furlongs. Her only other career 
victory came in her debut during the 2011 Saratoga 
meet. 

The 4-year-old After Market filly’s history at Sara-
toga factored into her pre-race odds, putting Wilson in 
a position the trainer found uncomfortable.

“I hated being the favorite,” Wilson said. “I did not 
like being the favorite. But she still pulled it out.”

Wilson said he would take a few more cracks at 
picking up another win at Saratoga, putting his perfect 
record on the line and doing it without Tanglewood 
Tale.

“To come into a meet like this and run twice and 
win both times, it’s a big deal, at least for me,” said 
Wilson, training at Saratoga for the first time. “We’ve 
got three more runners probably here at the end of the 
meet, so we’ll see how they do. Hopefully we can keep 
the streak going.” 

– Dan McDonough

• A lathered-up Point Taken lived up to the name-
sake of some of his ownership group and drew away 

from a small field for trainer David Jacobson and 
Drawing Away Stable in the fifth, a 1 1/8-mile starter 
optional claimer on the main track. 

The 4-year-old gelding’s victory was never in doubt, 
though he was forced to pace patiently outside the 
winner’s circle as stewards debated an inquiry after 
the race. The issue stemmed from Talk Therapy, who 
tossed his head and reared up at the start, slamming 

into the side of the starting gate, just to the inside of 
Point Taken. 

The stewards ultimately decided after a short de-
liberation to leave the result, which was Point Taken’s 
eighth career victory and third for Jacobson since he 
was claimed in February.

Recap –
 Continued from page 27

Dave Harmon
Regal Joanne (right) hangs on late to take Wednesday’s third.

See RECAP page 29 
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Sallee Horse 
Transport

1-800-967-8267
*Bet $100 promotion for new Keeneland Select customers only. See website for details. New account holders must be 18 or older. Customers must reside 

in a state where Keeneland Select is available. Void where prohibited. Always wager responsibly. National Gambling helpline 1-800-522-4700.  

THE ONLINE WAGERING EXPERIENCE YOU’D EXPECT FROM KEENELAND

Dedicated to the Sport. Dedicated to the Players.

Whether you’re wagering on Saratoga or tracks around the world, it pays to use Keeneland Select. 
Enjoy great player rewards with points that never expire, free video and past performances,  

simple deposit and withdraw, and an enhanced mobile experience!
 

$100 SIGN UP BONUS!  
Get started at keenelandselect.com

Get an autographed T shirt and support the fund!  Meet former steeple-
chase jockey Anne Hambleton- author of RAJA, Story of a Racehorse 

Thursday, 8/22 1:30pm  Community Table, Behind the Jockeys Room
American Steeplechase Injured Jockeys Fund 501C3  facebook.com/jockeyfund

 Come Meet the 
Jump Jockeys!

“He had a very good trip today,” Ja-
cobson said on the way to scout a pos-
sible claim in the sixth. “The last couple 
of races were unlucky. We should have 
five or six wins this year with a little 
racing luck.”

Point Taken finished fifth last time 
out in a similar race, beaten 3 ¼ lengths 
going 1 1/8 miles here July 27. He got 
a new rider for his second start of the 
season at Saratoga, Jacobson going to 
Javier Castellano. 

“He’s had some unlucky breaks in 
the past and it’s of no fault to previous 
riders,” Jacobson said. “Junior [Alvara-
do] has ridden him like he’s supposed 
to, we just didn’t get any breaks and 
sometimes when you get a little bit un-
lucky you just want to make a switch.”

– Ryan Jones 

• With Diamonds, purchased pri-
vately by Lynn Alexander’s Alastar 
Thoroughbred Racing earlier this sum-
mer, delivered on the expectations of her 
owner and trainer with a victory in the 
sixth, going 5 ½ furlongs on the turf. 

“You’ve got to run them in the right 
spots,” winning trainer Gerry Carwood 
said after the Sky Mesa filly won the 
$25,000 maiden claimer. “And that’s 
where she fit in; 5 ½ on the grass, that’s 
just her. I bought her privately specifi-
cally to run up here and have had her 
about six weeks.”

With Diamonds made her third start 
for as many trainers in Wednesday’s 
sixth after finishing third in her debut 
May 23 at Belmont for Christophe 
Clement. She was claimed out of that 
race by Jason Servis, who sent her out to 
a fourth July 3 at Belmont. She’ll make 
her fourth start for new connections, 
too, after getting claimed by trainer Ja-
cobson and owner Lawrence Roman.

– Catlyn Spivey

Recap –
 Continued from page 28

Dave Harmon
With Diamonds stays well clear en route to victory in the sixth.



30 Thursday, augusT 22, 2013The saraToga special

My friend Wass asked the question during his first 
visit to Saratoga. Back in 2001, when we were trying 
to give wings to The Special. Coming from Wass, short 
for Paul Wasserman, it was a funny question. A Jewish 
kid, who grew up in Rockland County, he had nev-
er seen anything like the racetrack. He asked a lot of 
questions. 

“Man, these are some characters. Do they all have 
nicknames?”

Well, not all of them, but plenty of them.
There was Cadillac Jack. The quintessential race-

track gyp, he used to stand his horses in a metal trash-
can because he was too cheap to buy a rubber tub. He 
could get one leg in, never two. 

Two Hour Lou, he was good for two hours, that’s 
it. He walked hots for my dad at Timonium. He came 
to the paddock, wearing a sport coat (and shorts), on 
a sweltering summer day. Dad said, “Lou, you look 
great, but aren’t you hot?” Lou took both hands, 
gripped the lapels and opened his coat, there was a 
bottle in each pocket. “I don’t wear it for the look, 
Joe.” George Strawbridge leaned over and told my 
dad, “Don’t anybody light a match.”

Every Other Day Ray, his name said it all. If you 
could just find two of him, you’d have full-time help. 
He taught me how to say “Whoa-back” during a sum-
mer at Timonium. 

The jockeys get nicknames faster than anybody else. 
They called Shoemaker Shoe, of course. Garrett Gomez 
answers quicker to Go Go than anything else. The Mig, 
that was an easy one. Johnny V. stuck early. Ted At-
kinson was called The Slasher for the way he whipped 
horses, Jerkens says he never left a mark on them. 

Some have nicknames for their routes, Ussery’s Al-
ley. Calvin Bo-Rail. You know you’re good when they 
name a part of the track for you. 

When I had the bug, we played basketball in the 
back of the Monmouth Park jocks’ room. They called 
me Manute, after Manute Bol, because I was so skinny. 
It didn’t last long, as I didn’t stay skinny. Just as well. I 
never got another nickname, probably just as well too. 

Sometimes, a first name is so good, so simple that 
it becomes a one-word symbol of greatness. Irish jump 
jockey Ruby Walsh is simply Ruby. It’s like a nick-
name. His British counterpart, Tony McCoy goes by 
his initials, A.P. 

My dad had a lot of names for a jockey who rode 
for him. At Delaware Park one day, he opened up 50 
lengths on the field but stayed five wide on the turns, 
losing acres of ground (even for jump races). When my 
dad asked him why he didn’t save more ground on the 
turns, he said straight and true, “Then I would have 
been farther in front.” My dad simply nodded. The 
jockey didn’t make it. I can still hear Dad call him all 
those names.  

The horses always got nicknames. George, Rich, 
Mikey after the people who sold them, owned them or 
gave them away. Cage, short for Cage Rattler, which 
wasn’t his name at all. Gump. Buddy. Money. The 
White Man. Dad is famous for naming horses after the 
people he bought them from – Rich came from Rich-
ard Trimmer, Mikey from a guy named Mike. 

The old grooms in the ’70s and ’80s were brilliant. 
Shaky, because he shook. Spoon, because he was miss-
ing three fingers on his right hand. Boot, because he 
word a therapeutic boot with a three-inch sole. 

Crazy Sam who worked for Leatherbury? Well, he 
was crazy and he carried a machete.

Irish jump jockey Boots Madden had a son, the apt-
ly named Slippers Madden.

Apples. A legend at Mike Freeman’s so many years 
ago, I wish I asked him why they called him Apples.

Toadie, who some call Frog. Possum Head. Chicago 
Dave. Because he was from Chicago, of course. Duck 
Butter. 

Lasses, short for Molasses. Suitcase Simpson. Then 
there was Bubba who worked for Hall of Famer Burley 
Cocks (who was simply the Boss).

Sometimes, your occupation becomes your moni-
ker. Clocker Bryan, Clocker Joe, Clocker John. 

Sometimes, nicknames verge into titles. At the Great 
Barrington Fair back in the ’90s, trying to get out, I 
couldn’t decide who I should bet in the last. An old 
racetracker, leaning on the rail, spit a stream of tobac-
co and looked at me with disdain. “Carlos Figueroa.” 
I said, “Who?” He spit again. “The King of the Fairs.” 
They say Figueroa anointed himself with that title after 
so many years of success on the fair circuit. 

Train Robber got his name when he was a kid and 
his baseball coach asked him to go to the store and 
buy a bag of lime for the base paths. He stole a bag off 
the train car, he was Train Robber from that day for-
ward. His mother came to the barn looking for Willie 
Capers. The Chief shook his head, ‘No Willie Capers, 
here.’ His mother said, ‘The boy they call Train Rob-
ber.’ “Oh, Train…” 

Sometimes, the nicknames even get nicknames. 

cupofcoffee

by Sean Clancy

Nicks

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Downtown  Saratoga  •  64 wooDlawn avenue • 518-581-7830
info@lermanlawfirm.com  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

FELONY, MISDEMEANOR & TRAFFIC MATTERS • 8 YEARS EXPERIENCE AS STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER
FORMER MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE • LICENSED IN NY, MT, D.C., FEDERAL & TRIBAL COURTS

Ethan C. Lerman, Esq.• Criminal Defense

• Stable Leases

• Stewards Hearings

• Liens and Debt Collection

• Gaming Commision Representation

• Employment Agreements

• Miscellaneous Equine Law Issues
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Fine Sporting Art since 1974
Lexington, Kentucky

CROSS GATE GALLERY
Lexington, Kentucky  |  859-421-3436  |  info@crossgategallery.com  |  crossgategallery.com

Andre Pater (Polish/American, born 1953)
Pastel, 36” x 24”

Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavilion 

August 2 - 31  |  9:00 am - 1:00 pm daily


