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Surprise Party
Asmussen filly takes Bolton Landing

Saratoga’s Daily Newspaper on Thoroughbred Racing 
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Already a Graded SW,  
TARIS won by 2 3/4 lengths 

in her first start this year.

P.O. Box 150   Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150  
Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 765-0804  claibornefarm.com
INQUIRIES TO BERNIE SAMS   e-mail:  bernie@claibornefarm.com 
© BENOIT

A.P.  INDY – PRAISE,  by MR. PROSPECTOR

Flatter
NINE Stakes Winners in 2015

including TARIS winner of Del Mar’s Rancho Bernardo H.-G3
_______________________________________________ 

 15 Stakes Horses 

Earnings Over $4.4 Million

http://claibornefarm.com
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Je Ne Sais Pas, fourth race. Dennis Drazin and Jerold Zaro nailed this one, 3-year-old colt is 
out of French Buster. 

Tasunke,10th race. Starlight Racing knows the Native American language. Tasunke means 
horse. 

Flick Of An Eye, 10th race. Three-year-old filly is out of Dignified Diva.   

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
GETCLOSE, New York (sometimes that’s good enough).
8THPOL, New York.
RIDER, Vermont.

BY THE NUMBERS
7: Races rained off the turf through the first 20 days, down from 15 last year.

$80,684,715: On-track for the first half of the meet, up 14.8 percent from last year.

$319,814,639: Total handle for the first half of the meet, up 17.6 percent.

400: Polo ponies who used to spend the off-season at owner Gill Johnston’s farm in Tennessee 
– 100 to a field, with brands to keep them straight.

39: Umbrellas scored by a Wednesday patron at the track, with a cart to transport them.

1: Trash-can pyramid on East Avenue Wednesday morning.

Hemade
it there!

Be a part of it

in NEW YORKALPHA 
Bernardini – Munnaya (Nijinsky II)
Standing at Sequel Stallions, New York
859-255-8537 or 800-925-2913
www.darleyamerica.com

Winner of the Travers and the
Woodward and second in the
Champagne – G1 form in New York
at two, at three and at four!

On his day, the 
ultimate Alpha male

DAR8584 Saratoga Special Alpha 20 AUG15  19/08/2015  15:45  Page 1

here&there... at Saratoga

Connie Bush
Guard Goat. Fudgie patrols trainer Mike Maker’s office at the Oklahoma Annex.

http://darleyamerica.com
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BY THE NUMBERS
2: Pink flamingo lawn statues by Barn 26.

1: Owner who ate lunch from McDonald’s in the Reading Room parking lot Wednesday.

WORTH REPEATING
“I finally got to pet horses.”

The Special’s Kaitlyn Vishneowski after hitting the backstretch 
and getting a tour of Greentree Wednesday

“Hey TV lady.”
Owner Tom Young to The Special’s Annise Montplaisir, 

after television appearances on Time Warner Cable News Albany 
and Capital OTB’s Handicappers Report in the last week

“One of my goals when I return this week is to meet the Clancys and rest of the crew, as well as 
say ‘goodbye’ to you. If it’s only a quick wave from the golf cart, I need to put a face to a name. 
You all have become an important component of my daughter’s life and I am grateful for the 
kindness you have extended to her.”

Annette Montplaisir, mother of Annise Montplaisir, 
whose last full day is today and says goodbye to Saratoga Friday

“LAVA ME”
Written (in dust) on the back of Jimmy Jerkens’ car

800-523-8143

Training Wisdom from Australian trainer Gai Waterhouse
About buying horses: “I just look at the horse, because I have to train 
the horse.”

QUOTE OF THE DAY

YOUR SOURCE FOR NY-BREDS  
Phone: (518) 423-2028

www.saratogaglenfarm.com

NAME OF THE DAY

Readthebyline, sixth race. Still one of our favorites.

here&there... at Saratoga

Connie Bush
Stripes or Solids? Chad Brown (right), Elliott Walden and company discuss the 
Saratoga trainers’ race along the rail. 

http://hammertowninsurance.com
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http://xpressbet.com
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here&there... at Saratoga
WORTH REPEATING
“Wouldn’t that be cool . . .”

Trainer John Shirreffs, when told he should train a jumper next year

“I’ve seen you on the range, you’re days away.”
Golf pro Mike Grigely, when asked what it takes to become a golf pro

“Am I going to be in the paper?”
Nina DeCarlo, daughter of jockey Chris DeCarlo, after getting her photo taken Wednesday morning

“You call this jogging?”
Exercise rider to her slow-moving horse Wednesday morning

“Just put a quarter in, he’ll go around again.”
Assistant trainer Laird George, on how to ride Eclipse Award winner Demonstrative around the stable area

“Every now and then, he’s William but mostly he’s just Bill.”
Owner and former jockey Darci Rice, on the nickname of 

second-race entrant Barton Holt (and his behavior)

“The announcer said ‘It’s Darci Rice’s world and we’re just living in it.’ ”
Trainer Jonathan Sheppard about a night Rice rode three winners at Atlanta City

“Years ago, about my third year up here, Mikey Smithwick sidles up to me one morning and he’s got $5 in his 
hand. He says ‘Mrs. Phipps gave me $5 to get a haircut and she told me Why don’t you give that young Sheppard 
$5 to get his haircut too.’ I didn’t know she knew who I was and absolutely, I went and got my haircut.” 

Sheppard, recounting an early Saratoga experience 
with legendary trainer Smithwick and owner Lillian Phipps

Sean Clancy
Pony Girl. Nina (see Worth Repeating) and Chris DeCarlo take a 
spin on the backside Wednesday morning.

http://millridgefarm.com
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Charlton Baker goes for his second 
win of the 2015 Saratoga meet today 
and he’ll double up in that effort.

Baker sends out Make The Mo-
ment, a 5-year-old Indygo Shiner 
mare he owns, and Francis Paolange-
li’s Atlantic’s Smile in the $100,000 
Union Avenue Stakes for New York-
breds. A majority of the horses in the 
49-year-old Baker’s stable are New 
York-breds, including Moonlight 
Song, winner of the John Morrissey 
Stakes earlier in the meet for owner 
Albert Fried Jr. He won two races 
from 10 starters heading into today’s 
card, the same number of winners he 
posted in 2014 and 2013. 

A third-generation horseman who 
got his start and still maintains a 
presence at Finger Lakes, Baker has 
racked up stable earnings of $1 mil-
lion or more for 12 straight years.

Baker took The Special’s Annise 
Montplaisir through Barn 58 on the 
Oklahoma Training Track grounds 
earlier this week and talked about his 
string.

Moonlight Song: “He’s the best 
horse I have in the barn, really. He 
just won the Morrissey. And we’re not 
sure where we’re going next. We’re 
just looking at all the options in the 
state and even outside the state. Last 
year we run him in the Morrissey and 
didn’t get a chance to run him until 
Empire Showcase day (in the Hudson 
Handicap Oct. 24), so we don’t want 
to do that this year. But …”

Expression: “She’s a nice filly. 
Claimed her a few years back (Janu-
ary 2012) for $35,000 from a maiden 
race. She’s gone on to make almost 
$400,000, got a couple graded stakes 
placed. This is her last year, not sure 
where her next start is going to be.”

Make The Moment: “New York-
bred filly. She also came out of a 
claiming race. We claimed her for 
$20,000. She has done really good for 
us. She runs in stakes, New York-bred 
stakes, finishes second or third. Been 
doing good, nice little filly.”

Joking: “We claimed him for 
$20,000. He’s as game as they come, 
just a nice horse, tries all the time. 
Just ran (in an Aug. 8 allowance), 
didn’t run too good. He’s a pretty 
honest horse.”

Manofmanyvirtues: “I claimed 
him two starts back for $40,000 from 
Brian Lynch. Trained the mare, she 
was all dirt. This horse is by Kitten’s 
Joy. The dam, she won five stakes for 
me, New York-bred stakes, for Mr. 
Ken Ramsey. And this horse has run 
on the turf. I’m definitely thinking 

about trying him on the dirt just be-
cause I trained the mare and she was 
all dirt. He’s going to make a start 
next week on the dirt. His first dirt 
start. Hopefully that’s good there.”

Prize Taker: “She just finished 
third in an a-other than (Aug. 14). 
She’s a check getter. She doesn’t seem 
like she wants to win, but she gets 
checks. She’s second and third, sec-
ond and third. She finished second 
two in a row (at Belmont Park) and 
then she finished third. But she’s a 
nice filly. She tries.”

Atlantic’s Smile: “She just won 
(the July 31 Arctic Queen Stakes) at 
Finger Lakes. She’s going to be en-
tered in for the Union Avenue coming 
up here Thursday. Make The Mo-
ment’s going to be in that same race. 
She’s speed. Make The Moment’s a 

closer, so they’re both going to go in 
the Union Avenue. Atlantic’s Smile is 
a trying filly, got her stakes-placed last 
year in New York and now she won 
a stake. It’s good for the family. She’s 
from a family of all stakes winners.”

Cosmic Tale: “Then we’ve got a 
little maiden here, just run the other 
day for maiden 40, finished fourth. 
But she’s OK. She’ll be alright on the 
grass. She’s by Cosmonaut. She’s a 
3-year-old, run a few times already.” 

Whitegate: “I’ve got a 2-year-old 
that I really like, he’s by Desert Par-
ty. This year we bought him at the 
2-year-old sale for $47,000. I own 
half of him with a friend. He should 
be making a start maybe in a couple 
weeks. I’m thinking a couple weeks 
here before the end of the meet. He’s 
doing okay, so I’m kind of not high on 
him but I’m excited about him getting 
to the races.”

Sonic Surprise: “She’s a 2-year-
old that I bred by one of my own 
mares. The first one that I’m going to 
have bred, hopefully race and own. 
She’s by Giant Surprise. I raced the 
mare, Sonic Sound, she was all grass. 
And she’s shown enough potential, so 
she should be OK. She’s a 2-year-old, 
New York bred.” 

Stable Tour: with 
Charlton Baker

Every day at Saratoga, The Special 
(with help from sponsor Fasig-Tipton) 

presents an exclusive Stable Tour 
with a Saratoga trainer. 

For more, see:
 thisishorseracing.com/stabletours

http://fasigtipton.com
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

Friday, August 28

Saratoga Showcase Day is the second
of three events on NYRA’s calendar
this year for NY-breds, offering six
stakes races and more than $1 million
in purse money.

Albany — 3YO / $250K / 1 1/8M
Fleet Indian — F3YO / $200K / 1 1/8M
West Point — 3&UP / $150K / 1 1/16M (T)
Yaddo — F&M 3&UP / $150K / 1 1/16M (T)
Funny Cide — 2YO / $200K / 6 1/2 F
Seeking the Ante — F2YO / $200K / 6 1/2 F

It’s projected that more
than $61 million in 

restricted purse money
and awards 

will be available for 
NY-breds in 2015.

of the day

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

Sunr ise -  Sunset

The New York Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

To
d 

M
ar

ks
 p

ho
to

“Everybody says everything has changed, you know what’s changed, we’ve 
changed. The world has changed a lot, everybody says racing has changed so 
much, it hasn’t changed as much as the rest of the world. My father used to have a 
saying, ‘He won’t cut your throat, he might nick it a little bit.’ I’ll never 
forget, I had a guy ask to borrow a stall, I said, ‘I don’t have any 
empty stalls.’ He said, ‘You will have.’ He was going to claim my 
horse. George Weber, he didn’t last very long. He 
did claim my horse but he found a stall some-
where.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens,
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 21

http://nybreds.com
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9 Award-Winning
P e r f or m a nc e s !

Saturday,
October 10, 2015
Post Time 7:05 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic
And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Network, Comcast Mid-Atlantic & HRTV

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

SAM HUFF - CEO • CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

     

BY TOM LAW
Gary Gullo just doesn’t want to 

make an excuse. 
He needed one last time, when Sis-

ter Margaret faced open company in 
a July 25 allowance in her first start 
in nearly eight months. The time off 
or the open conditions weren’t excus-
es, although they probably didn’t help 
the 4-year-old Pulpit filly, but rather a 
tough trip while stuck down inside en 
route to her ninth-place finish. 

Gullo hopes that race, where she 
finished 4 ½ lengths behind Paid Up 
Subscriber, sets up Sister Margaret for 
her return to state-bred competition 

in today’s $100,000 Union Avenue 
Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. 

“I just don’t want any excuses,” 
Gullo said outside his barn on the 
Oklahoma Training Track on a mug-
gy Wednesday morning. “She’s com-
ing into the race real good. Her last 
race it looked like she got squeezed 
on the rail a little bit, got intimidated 
by another horse. We had the 1-hole, 
which wasn’t that great.”

Sister Margaret got a better draw 
for the 6 ½-furlong Union Avenue, 
post 9 in the field of 10, as she looks 
to win her first stakes for her owner/
breeder Alfred DiRico. The July 25 
allowance race was Sister Margaret’s 

first start since she won a 6 ½-furlong 
allowance on a muddy track in late 
November at Aqueduct. 

Ridden that day by Irad Ortiz Jr., 
Sister Margaret broke well and was 

just off the leaders around the far turn. 
She never got off the inside the entire 
trip and turning for home Ortiz went 

Jack Clancy
Sister Margaret returns to New York-bred company in today’s Union Avenue.

UNION AVENUE PREVIEW

Bounce Back
Sister Margaret faces NY-breds 
again in Thursday stakes feature

Continued On Page 10 

http://wvbc.com
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www.WinStarFarm.com  |  Office: (859) 873-1717
Kyle Wilson: (859) 699-8589  |  Caroline Walsh: (859) 537-2527   |  Sean Tugel: (859) 940-0456

BUY

Buy. Breed. Tra in.

BREED TRAIN

for a hole to the inside of leader Mo-
mentary Magic inside the eighth pole. 

Just when it looked like she’d be 
in contention to at least get a big 
piece of the $85,000 purse the hole 
closed. Paid Up Subscriber was clos-
ing ground three paths off the rail, 
blew through an opening of her own 
and as she passed Momentary Magic, 
who came in slightly. It was enough 
to stop Sister Margaret’s momentum. 

The first five finishers were sepa-
rated by 1 length, so that momentary 
hesitation was certainly enough to 
cost Sister Margaret from getting a 
big piece. She was 4 ½ lengths behind 
Paid Up Subscriber in her only off-
the-board race of her five-start career. 

“It was a good race for her off a 
long layoff,” Gullo said. “To me it 
just looked like Irad came up the rail 
and the other horse intimidated her a 
little bit and she backed out of it.”

The only foal produced by 2009 
Union Avenue runner-up and multiple 
state-bred stakes winner Dance Gal 
Dance, Sister Margaret is 8-1 on the 

morning line with Javier Castellano 
replacing the meet-leading Ortiz. 

Ortiz is named on Charlton Bak-
er’s Make The Moment in the Union 
Avenue.

“Javier should fit her well and I 
like the post position, too,” Gullo 
said. “Hopefully she can sit off the 
pace. The 1 post compromised her 
last time. We’ll just keep our fingers 
crossed.”

Gullo and others concede that 2-1 
morning-line favorite Willet is the 
horse to beat in the Union Avenue, 
a race she won in 2013 and finished 
second in 2012. 

The 7-year-old daughter of Jump 
Start is easily the leading earner in 
the field with a bankroll of $746,900. 
She’s won nine of 23 starts, including 
five stakes, for trainer Jimmy Iselin, 
who co-owns the mare with Charlotte 
Assoulin and Eli Gindi.

Willet hasn’t been out since win-
ning the Interborough Stakes Jan. 17 
on the inner track at Aqueduct. She’s 
run well off the layoff in the past, in-
cluding her second in the 2012 Union 
Avenue and a second to La Verdad in 
the Dancin Renee Stakes at Belmont 

Jack Clancy
Miss Da Point finished third to La Verdad in June.Continued On Page 11 

Union Avenue –
 Continued from page 9

http://winstarfarm.com


11Thursday, August 20, 2015 The Saratoga Special

Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

Park and then a win in a deep Sarato-
ga allowance race in 2014.

Willet is 2-3-1 in six starts at Sara-
toga, but she’ll shoulder 124 pounds 
and give between two and 10 pounds 
to her nine rivals. 

John Toscano Jr. was aware of Wil-
let’s impost as he discussed Miss Da 
Point’s chances from his golf cart out-
side his barn Thursday. The 5-year-old 
Strong Contender mare shipped up to 
Saratoga from Belmont last week after 
a strong 5-furlong workout in a bullet 
:59.98 downstate last Thursday.

“She’s doing great as a matter of 
fact; training lights out at Belmont,” 
Toscano said. “Willet is a tough horse. 
She’s the one to beat, but she hasn’t 
ever carried 124 though. I don’t know 
if we can beat her, but we’ll give her a 
run for her money.”

Miss Da Point was third behind La 
Verdad and Make The Moment in the 
Dancin Renee June 28 at Belmont, an 
improved effort after finishing a dis-
tant 10th going 1 mile in the Critical 
Eye on the Big Apple Showcase pro-
gram. She’d won her two prior starts 
to that in allowance company at Aq-
ueduct and Belmont.

Toscano claimed Miss Da Point for 
owner Mike Mellen’s Bran Jam Stable 
and David Clark for $50,000 out of 
a starter-optional in October 2012 at 
Belmont Park. 

“She’s been a hell of a claim. I 
took her for $50,000 when she was a 
2-year-old and we’ve earned close to 
$470,000 with her. She had a maiden 
win at Finger Lakes when I claimed 
her. That’s all she had. She was well 
worth the money as they say. They all 
should be that good. 

“She’s hickory, made of iron. You 
sock it to her and she takes it. We’ve 
won 10 races with her and she’s won 
11 in her lifetime. Mike, who owns 
her, he’s been lucky with her.”

The Union Avenue field also in-
cludes Tricky Zippy, a 3-year-old fil-
ly by City Zip who makes her first 
start for Jimmy Jerkens after win-
ning back-to-back starts at Belmont 
for Carlos Martin; and Baker’s duo 
of Make The Moment and Atlantic’s 
Smile (see Fasig-Tipton Stable Tour, 
page 7). Prairie Stone, Court Danc-
er, Uncle Southern and Irish Whisper 
complete the field.

Union Avenue –
 Continued from page 10

http://fairhilletc.com
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Thursday, August 20.
1ST (1:00PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Jazz Band Joe ................ C. Lanerie ........................ J. Lostritto .................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Weekend Score .............. E. Cancel .......................... G. Contessa .................. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Pushme Pullyou ............. M. Rispoli ........................ M. Vitali ........................ 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Backwater ...................... F. Jara .............................. A. Adsit ........................ 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Brassy Star .................... C. Sullivan ....................... W. Allyn ...................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Sambrook ...................... J. Alvarado ...................... A. Kingsley, Jr............... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Single Malt Female ......... C. Velasquez .................... L. Gutierrez ................ 10-1

2ND (1:33PM). $75,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Barton Holt ..................... C. Lanerie ........................ J. Sheppard .................. 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............All Over Me .................... P. Lopez ........................... M. Maker ...................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Thurgood ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Clement.................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............East Bay Lodge .............. K. Carmouche .................. J. Ryerson .................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Brother O’Connell ........... J. Castellano .................... C. Clement.................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Alexa’s Spirit .................. C. DeCarlo ....................... P. Pugh ....................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............He Has Charm ................ J. Rosario ........................ N. Zito .......................... 6-1
8  ..... MTO ......H Man ............................ K. Carmouche .................. D. Cannizzo .................. 6-1

3RD (2:06PM). $49,000, CLM $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Money Changer .............. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............I’mbetterthangood ......... C. Lanerie ........................ K. McPeek .................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Hillbilly Style .................. J. Rosario ........................ P. Reynolds .................. 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Sarlef ............................. J. Castellano .................... G. Delgado ................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bird Prince ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Piloting ........................... E. Cancel .......................... T. Bush ....................... 15-1

4TH (2:39PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Je Ne Sais Pas ............... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Servis ....................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Promise and Hope ......... K. Carmouche .................. D. Cannizzo .................. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............I Believe I Can ................ C. Velasquez .................... L. Rice .......................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tax Deduction ................ J. Leparoux ...................... R. Moquett ................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Book the Bet ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Our Independence .......... J. Rosario ........................ L. Lewis ........................ 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bold Runner ................... E. Trujillo ......................... A. Quartarolo ................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Midnight Joe .................. R. Silvera ......................... R. Metivier .................. 20-1

5TH (3:12PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Class Will Tell ................. E. Cancel .......................... T. Bush ....................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Elated ............................. J. Castellano .................... C. Clement.................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Memento d’Oro .............. E. Trujillo ......................... M. Hennig .................. 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Delightful ....................... C. DeCarlo ....................... C. McGaughey III ....... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Pinata Cat ....................... J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ..................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Trensita .......................... R. Hernandez ................... M. Matz ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Poly One Flex ................. C. Lanerie ........................ G. Arnold, II................ 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tiztalented ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bai Bai Baby ................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Servis ..................... 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Right Decision ................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 5-1
11..... AE..........Pretty and Sweet (IRE) ... L. Saez ............................. J. Rodriguez ................. 6-1
12..... MTO ......Playtime ......................... J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani .................. 5-1
13..... MTO ......Prospector’s Moon ......... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Jerkens ..................... 3-1

6TH (3:45PM). $78,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Readthebyline ................ J. Ortiz ............................. M. Vitali ........................ 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Sailmate ......................... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Kimmel ..................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Onecats Chance ............. E. Trujillo ......................... A. Quartarolo .............. 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............All About Ashley ............. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Royal Posse ................... J. Castellano .................... R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Changewilldoyagood ...... J. Rosario ........................ J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Beyond Empire ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 3-1
7TH (4:18PM). $73,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Flying Freud ................... E. Cancel .......................... M. Nihei ...................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Flower Kisser ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sophia’s Choice .............. F. Jara .............................. C. Martin .................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Silver Vixen .................... J. Davis ............................ C. Reese ..................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sue’s Nice Shadow ......... C. Velasquez .................... C. Englehart ................ 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Freudsalm ...................... P. Lopez ........................... T. Pompay .................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Preying Mantis ............... A. Cruz ............................. J. Jerkens ..................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Chinchilla Dust ............... J. Alvarado ...................... M. Wilson ................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Startwithsilver ................ J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Head Shrinker ................ J. Rosario ........................ M. Stidham .................. 6-1
11..... MTO ......Frequently ...................... E. Cancel .......................... S. Asmussen ................ 6-1
12..... MTO ......Frosty Margarita ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2

8TH (4:52PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Unbridled Juan ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Sea Raven ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Rare Eagle ...................... J. Rosario ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Indian Brut ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Tagg ......................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Wizardly ......................... J. Alvarado ...................... S. Asmussen .............. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Financial Modeling ......... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Dekalb County ................ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2

9TH (5:26PM). $100,000, STK - THE UNION AVENUE, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Prairie Stone .................. A. Arroyo ......................... O. Barrera, III ............. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Make the Moment .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Baker ........................ 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Court Dancer .................. C. Velasquez .................... G. Weaver................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Miss Da Point ................. A. Cruz ............................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Uncle Southern .............. L. Saez ............................. L. Rice ........................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Atlantic’s Smile .............. M. Franco ........................ C. Baker ........................ 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Willet .............................. J. Rosario ........................ J. Iselin ........................ 2-1
8  ..... 8 ............Irish Whisper ................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Morley .................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sister Margaret .............. J. Castellano .................... G. Gullo ........................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Tricky Zippy .................... J. Velazquez ..................... J. Jerkens ..................... 6-1

10TH (6:00PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Northern Screamer ........ C. Lanerie ........................ E. Kenneally .................. 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Tasunke .......................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Majestic Empire ............. J. Alvarado ...................... M. Hushion .................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Strong Incentive ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Shes a True Beauty......... E. Cancel .......................... D. Stewart .................. 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Flick of an Eye ................ C. Velasquez .................... D. Gargan ..................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Fair Point ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Goodn’ready ................... C. DeCarlo ....................... A. Tarrant ................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Folk Song ....................... L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani ................ 15-1

Copyright 2015 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

thisishorseracing.com

THURSDAY’S SARATOGA ENTRIES
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Pushme Pullyou
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Brother O’Connell
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Preying Mantis
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I Believe I Can 
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Frosty Margarita 

Freudsalm 
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Majestic Empire 
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Backwater
Sambrook
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He Has Charm
East Bay Lodge

Bird Prince
Sarlef

I’mbetterthangood
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Je Ne Sais Pas
Book The Bet
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Sailmate
Changewilldoyagood
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Bird Prince
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2015 Records: 65/233 55/233 67/233 49/233 67/233

http://bonaventurestables.com


14 Thursday, August 20, 2015The Saratoga Special

Big Brown • Frost Giant • Heavy BreathingBig Brown • Frost Giant • Heavy Breathing

Sunrise Stallions Sheets Sunrise Stallions Sheets Good Luck 
to Our Pick of the Day:

FROSTY MARGARITA 
2YO filly by Frost Giant

Saratoga, Race 7
Gabrielle Farm, Owner & Breeder

Rudy Rodriguez, Trainer

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

Congratulations 
to the connections of Wednesday’s winner: 

MANHATTAN DAN
2YO colt by Big Brown

Platinum Seven & Dan Guarino, Owners
Sanford Robbins, Breeder

Gary Contessa, Trainer

BY ANNISE MONTPLAISIR
Simple Surprise strode into the paddock looking 

poised and unfazed by the commotion of race day, 
mane neatly braided, coat shining. That composure 
carried her to a 1-length victory in the $95,000 
Bolton Landing Stakes Wednesday at Saratoga 
Race Course over proven rival Celestial Sighting, 
but not without questioning for her wavering run 
down the stretch.  

The scratches of Bruised Orange, Office Dra- Tod Marks
Simple Surprise floats toward the finish of Thursday’s feature, the Bolton Landing Stakes.

Surface
Switch

Simple Surprise goes 
to 2-for-2 in turf sprint

BOLTON LANDING STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 14 

http://sunrisestallions.com
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– LEADING OWNER/BREEDER KEN RAMSEY

“I’ve got two stories to tell . . . I sold Flat Top for $5,000 because he wasn’t a very good horse 

on the flat. He won two Eclipse Awards and earned $500,000 as a steeplechaser. I was smart 

enough to keep Slip Away. He never ran on the flat, but was champion steeplechase horse of 2010 

and made almost $400,000. Steeplechasing is a great second chance for a horse, 

a horse you might already own.”

gojumpracing.org

Your Thoroughbred can go jumping too. 
$6 million in purses • A new set of conditions  

Racing in 11 states • Superb owner hospitality

A joint venture of the National Steeplechase Association and Foundation.

THE FIRST 
SECOND CAREER

JUMP RACING

http://gojumpracing.org
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Todd S. Engel
Equine Lawyer

Saratoga Springs office at 120 West Avenue
(518) 882-8633 

tengel@engelatty.com
www.nyhorselawyer.com

DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND 
WHEN IT COMES TO  
LEGAL ADVICE Success is  

  a Journey

James Crupi · info@newcastlefarm.com 
(352) 427-1600 · (352) 840-5400 · (866) 313-5400

Crupi’s New Castle Farm

Six-furlong track · Starting gate · Cold saltwater spa  
Turnout paddocks · All levels of training

ma and Island Saint made for a slim 
field of four 2-year-old fillies in the 5 
½-furlong turf sprint on the turf. 

The quartet of Simple Surprise, Ce-
lestial Sighting, Little Miss Miss and 
Laxfield Road broke sharply with Lit-
tle Miss Miss a nose in front. A few 
strides out from the gate, Laxfield 
Road powered to the lead, initiating 
a hot pace of :21.94 for the first quar-
ter. 

As the field rounded the far turn, 
Little Miss Miss faded and Laxfield 
Road tired slightly as Simple Surprise 
emerged from the field. 

Celestial Sighting swung to the far 
outside and dug in to make a run at 
Simple Surprise, who drifted out to-
wards the center of the course. Irad 
Ortiz Jr. attempted a run by directing 
Celestial Sighting to the inside of Sim-
ple Surprise, but she still had more to 
give under Javier Castellano.  Simple 
Surprise won in 1:03.39.

A steward’s inquiry, as well as ob-
jections by Celestial Sighting’s train-
er Rudy Rodriguez and Ortiz were 

lodged as the fillies galloped out. All 
questioned Simple Surprise’s drift 
outward in the stretch. 

After a few anxious moments, the 
stewards determined that no changes 
would be made in the outcome, leav-
ing Simple Surprise on top.

“(Irad) never got a chance to let the 
horse run because (Javier) took the 
power away,” Rodriguez said. “But I 
thought she run good. The situation, 
you know, they’ve got to leave it up 
to the stewards and then they decide 
what they’ve got to do. But if she’d 
stayed straight, like Irad said, we’ve 
got a better chance. Our filly come 
back and tried to win the race again.”

Celestial Sighting was the only 
starter who had previously won on 
turf, as she clinched a 5 ½-furlong 
maiden special weight on the grass in 
her debut Aug. 3 at Saratoga.

Simple Surprise was coming off 
a win on dirt June 18 at Churchill 
Downs for trainer Steve Asmussen. 
Assistant Scott Blasi stood in for the 
absent winning trainer, who returned 
home to watch his son’s football 
game. 

“I mean you’re always concerned,” 
Blasi said about the inquiry as he left 
the winner’s circle. “I’m just glad it 

worked out for us.”
Despite the questioning of Simple 

Surprise’s race, Castellano was con-
fident his filly was clear down the 
stretch.

“She drifted a little bit,” Castel-
lano said. “We never made contact, 
I think the stewards are making the 
right decision. Irad Ortiz was right 
next to me. When his horse switched 
to the wrong lead, he leaned out on 

my horse. It looked like my horse 
drifted but I see I was clear.”

Simple Surprise, a homebred 
owned by Ron Winchell, won her de-
but in gate-to-wire fashion on a slop-
py track. The Cowboy Cal filly out of 
Simplify, by Pulpit, showed an affini-
ty for the turf in training, leading her 
connections to try for the upcoming 
Bolton Landing.   

“When this race came up in the 
book the timing of it was good for 
her,” Blasi said. “We worked her on 
the grass, galloped her on the grass 
a few times and she seemed to really 
like it, and we thought we’d give it a 
shot. It was a strong race. We brought 
her up here to run in the Schuylerville, 
had a little setback and she came back 
again. She came back strong. She’s 
worked well, done everything right 
for us.” 

Simple Surprise handled the tran-
sition from dirt to turf with aplomb, 
allowing the race to play out the way 
Castellano had anticipated. 

“My filly, she responded really 
well,” Castellano said. “I really like 
the filly, I think she’s got great poten-
tial. She can go either way. She can 
go on the turf, she can go on the dirt. 
That’s a big plus right there.”  

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Simple Surprise watches the replay.

http://nyhorselawyer.com
http://newcastlefarm.com
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353 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY           
WWW.MAESTROSATTHEVANDAM.COM   

518.306.6500 

Join Us For 
Breakfast On The Porch 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
9:00 AM-11:30 AM 

Tom Bush didn’t know he’d win his first race of 
the meet with Morethanawarning when he woke 
up Wednesday morning. In fact, the trainer didn’t 
even know if Morethanawarning would be running 
as she needed to draw in off the also-eligible list to 
make the starting gate for the eighth race at Sarato-
ga Race Course. 

“I prepared like I was going to get in, but it was 
real late, it wasn’t until like 9:30 that I found out I 
could run,” Bush said. “We were fortunate.”

The scratch of Classic Profile allowed More-
thanawarning to draw in and she took advantage. 
She broke last of 10 from the far outside post and 
trailed the field throughout the 1 1/16-mile starter 
allowance on the turf. As the pack bunched up at 
the head of the lane, jockey Javier Castellano an-
gled her about seven paths from the rail and began 
to close in. Morethanawarning got her big white 
face up in time, prevailing by 1 length at 9-2.

Morethanawarning won for the second time in 
16 starts and gave Bush and owner/breeder Mary 
Sullivan their first wins of the meet. Dave Harmon

Morethanawarning (11) powers to the front in deep stretch of Wednesday’s eighth race.

Duck Killers
Morethanawarning gives Bush first win; 

Dilger triumphs with Street Babe

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 18 

http://maestrosatthevandam.com
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“She broke her maiden as a 2-year-
old,” Bush said of Morethanawarn-
ing, whose only previous win came in 
September 2013 at Belmont. “I really 
thought she would turn into some-
thing, but she just went wrong on us 
for a while and we got her pretty good 
right now. She might do a little more.

“Mary Sullivan, she loves to race 
at Saratoga, so it was great to win 
a race for her here. Longtime own-
er. She breeds to race and she’s very 
deserving of this for sure. She’s won 
many races here over the years, but 
her first race this year. My first race 
here this year, too. I just got a text 
from my brother that said, ‘You killed 
the duck.’ ”

Sullivan, who has been coming to 
Saratoga since 1983 and has teamed 
up with Bush for about 10 years, 
shared her trainer’s sentiments about 
the victory.

“It’s wonderful,” she said. “It’s 
been a while. For sure, we got rid of 
the duck.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Trainer Phil Serpe claimed Lem-
on Song for $25,000 July 2 with in-
tentions of running her early in the 
Saratoga meet. When target races 
failed to fill, Lemon Song was forced 
to sit on the sidelines and left with a 
47-day layoff to contend with in the 
fourth race.

“It’s not by design,” Serpe said of 
the layoff. “There were races here in 
the first week of the meet and the rac-
es failed to fill, so she sat in the barn. 
We come up here to run and she just 
never got a shot to get out there. For-
tunately the race went and she was in 
OK.”

Lemon Song stalked pace-setting 
Kelly’s Prize early as glacial fractions 
of :25.90 and :51.77 clicked off on 
the board. Lemon Song advanced in 
the three-path as the field approached 
the far turn, took the lead at the top 
of the stretch and delivered with an 
impressive 2-length victory under 
Luis Saez as the 2-1 favorite.

“You don’t want your rider taking 
too much hold of a horse when they’re 
walking around there like that,” said 
Serpe, winning for the first time at the 
meet. “Fortunately down the backside 
he (Saez) obviously realized how slow 
they were going and then he just kind 

of let her run. At that point in the turn 
I felt pretty good about where she was 
going. And it’s our first win! Sarato-
ga, she’s a tough girl. Sometimes she 
can be kind to you and sometimes she 
can be not so kind to you, so we’re 
very, very happy that we were able to 
win a race.” 

Lemon Song was claimed by train-

er Brad Cox for owner Marshall 
Gramm.

– Brandon Valvo

• Michael Dilger notched his first 
win of the meet as Street Babe bene-
fited from a cut in distance and drop 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 17

Tod Marks
Lemon Song glides toward the finish of Wednesday’s sixth.

Continued On Page 19 

http://lgbloodstock.com
http://embracetherace.com
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Photo by Tod Marks

Coglianese Photo

Honest-to-Goodness  
Equine Nutrition
For more than 50 years, Hallway Feeds has been at the forefront of equine 

nutrition, using the latest technology to craft quality feed products and 

supplements from the finest ingredients. Backed by decades of experience 

and research, we offer custom nutrition programs to meet the needs of our 

customers. And as a family-owned and operated company, we’re always 

there when you need us. 

Give us a call or stop by to see how we can help fuel your success!

T H E  F O R M U L A  F O R  S U C C E S S ®

HALLWAYFEEDS.COM     800 753 4255

from graded stakes company to win 
the sixth race.

The 4-year-old Street Sense geld-
ing shortened up from the 1 1/4-mile 
Grade 2 Suburban Handicap July 4 at 
Belmont Park to win the 1 1/8-mile 
allowance-optional. He battled for 
the lead with Coach Inge in the Sub-
urban before retreating to last of the 
six. Wednesday he came from off the 
pace and won by a half-length over 
Noble Moon.

“The drop in class and change in 
tactics paid off,” Dilger said, who 
sent out Jan’s Reserve to a fourth in 
the fifth race and won with his sixth 
starter. 

Street Babe improves to 3-for-7 in 
his career for owner Anstu Stables. He 
reached the winner’s circle Wednes-
day for the first time since taking the 
Grade 3 Mineshaft Handicap in Feb-
ruary at Fair Grounds.

Dilger freshened the gelding up for 
his Saratoga debut with the thought 
of potentially switching surfaces.

He worked 5 furlongs on the turf 
in 1:02.33 two weeks ago.

“He’s probably a very effective 
horse on turf,” Dilger said. “But 
probably even better on dirt.”

The win gave Hall of Fame jockey 
John Velazquez his 797th career vic-
tory at Saratoga. 

– Billy Blake

• Gary Contessa and his longtime 
assistant John Diaz dedicated their 
victory in the fifth race to John’s 
younger sister Fawn.

Fawn Diaz died of a brain aneu-
rysm seven years ago and Wednesday 
would have been her 47th birthday.

“She was my best friend,” Diaz 
said. “I had a good feeling we were 
going to do something special, but I 
buttoned my lip.”

Contessa and Diaz were all smiles 
as Manhattan Dan zipped around 
the Mellon Turf Course to win the 5 
½-furlong maiden special weight by 3 
lengths. 

The 2-year-old son of Big Brown 
finished second in his turf debut July 
19 at Belmont.

“He’s one of those horses that 
came up here, put on 50 pounds and 
did everything right,” Contessa said. 
“So I knew I was leading over an even 
better horse than his last race.”

Contessa said he hoped Manhat-
tan Dan would continue to develop 
and eventually stretch out this winter 
around two turns in Florida. 

And Fawn will certainly be watching. 
– Billy Blake

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 18

Saratoga Leaders
JOCKEYS ...................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ............................ 38
Javier Castellano ..................... 30
John Velazquez ....................... 28
Luis Saez ................................. 20
Jose Ortiz ................................ 19
Joel Rosario ............................ 15
Junior Alvarado ....................... 14
Jose Lezcano .......................... 12

TRAINERS ..................... 1ST
Todd Pletcher .......................... 22
Chad Brown ............................ 21
Kiaran McLaughlin .................. 10
Bill Mott .................................... 9
David Jacobson ......................... 7
Rudy Rodriguez ........................ 7
Christophe Clement ................... 6
John Terranova ......................... 5
Steve Asmussen ....................... 5
Linda Rice ................................. 5

Through Wednesday
Tod Marks

Manhattan Dan charges down the stretch.

http://hallwayfeeds.com
http://equixbio.com/?utm_source=willsway&utm_medium=directlink&utm_campaign=saratogaspecial
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Interested in owning a piece of the action?  
Join Saratoga’s own Epona Racing Stable.

With 12 wins, Epona Racing Stable was among NYRA’s top 20 owners in 2014.   
Affordable partnership opportunities (starting at $2,000) available in  

NY-bred 2-year-olds by Freud, Indygo Shiner, Midnight Lute and Posse.   
No mark-ups. No monthly maintenance fees. Just plain fun!

Epona  
Racing  
Stable

Epona made the 2014 Saratoga winner’s 
circle with Island Candy.  

(Tod Marks photo)

Contact Managing Partner Brian Culnan 
(518) 852-6426 or hccrusader89@gmail.com 

www.eponaracingstable.com

BY JOE CLANCY
Joe McSorley laughed at the question. 
“Who taught him to jump? You can’t teach a 

horse to do that. You can’t,” the Kentucky horse-
man said, then instructed assistant Lyndsay Deaver 
to cue up a photo on her phone. “Find the one of 
him jumping the thistle out in the paddock. He 
would touch the ground and do it again, like a dol-
phin through water. It was easy for him.”

The photo is as McSorley describes – a gray horse 
leaping over some tall weeds, no halter, no saddle 
no rider, knees tucked in perfect jumping position. 
The photo looks like an Instagram trick, and may 
someday be as collectable as the first photo of LeB-
ron James shooting baskets. Lune De Caro, whose 
life (let alone racing career) is quickly turning into a 
legend, improved to 3-for-3 in a short steeplechase 
career with a victory at Saratoga Wednesday.

Racing in the name of McSorley’s wife Tamara, 
the 6-year-old gelding lived up to his 4-5 odds and 
rallied from last to win the $65,000 optional claim-
ing hurdle by 2 1/2 lengths over Orchestra Leader 
with Fantastic Song third in 4:58.15 for 2 3/8 miles. 
The winner dropped in at the back behind a slow 
pace set by So Outspoken, survived a handful of 

minor jumping mistakes, and roared past everyone 
in the final quarter-mile to give trainer Jonathan 
Sheppard his first win of the 2015 Saratoga season.

“They went pretty steady which didn’t suit him,” 
said jockey Willie McCarthy. “His third start over 
hurdles, I know he was favored but it was still his 
third start over hurdles. You’re at the big table here. 
He was keen early, running through the bit a little 
bit, but he managed to find a leg when he needed 
to find a leg. He switched off after awhile and I ac-
tually moved a little earlier than I planned, because 
they went so slow early, I knew it was going to be 
quick at the finish. As soon as we straightened up 
and he had a clear run on the outside, I had plenty 
of horse. I actually ended up there a fraction sooner 

than I wanted to, long, long, long at the last, I gave 
him a squeeze, I wasn’t taking back at that stage, he 
came up and away he went.” 

Bred in Texas by Glenda Perryman’s La Bahia 
Stud, Lune De Caro was orphaned when his dam 
Widow’s Mite died after foaling. Perryman sent the 
son of Cozzene to McSorley to be broken and then 
to trainer Leonard Powell in California. Lune De 
Caro made four starts as a 3-year-old and never got 
closer than a third at Golden Gate Fields in 2012. 
A broken coffin bone seemingly ended the racing 
career, and Perryman called McSorley about taking 
the horse back as a potential mount for his daugh-

Tod Marks
Lune De Caro (left) battles with Orchestra Leader and Fantastic Song at the last fence.

The
Natural

Lune De Caro adds
third win over jumps
to career resurgence

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 21 
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6th Annual

Saturday, September 5, 2015

r

Run or walk to benefit local non-profit Thoroughbred rescue groups:

 Selected as one of 15 Healthy 
Events this year by the

Saratoga Centennial Committee

7 AM Check-in   •  8 AM Fun Run  •  8:30 AM 5K Start  
Saratoga Spa State Park, Orenda Pavilion

Visit www.TRFinc.org 
to register or 

call 518-226-0028

Thoroughbred
Retirement
Foundation Displayed at the Holiday Inn. For information: 802-362-3022 gallery. 802-379-1175 c.

ters Maggie and Sarah.
“She asked me if my girls would 

like to have him as a riding horse,” 
said McSorley. “She sent him to us, 
just sent him, and my girls were riding 
him and messing around with him. 
He’s just a nice horse, the kids lead 
him around all over the place, play 
with him.”

McSorley owns a small farm, 
boards mares, breaks yearlings, trains 
a few racehorses, and also works at 
Buck Pond Farm in Versailles. Lune 
De Caro just made a place for himself.

“We were using him as a pony last 
year, but he was going faster than the 
horses we were training,” McSorley 
said. “I play with a few flat horses to 
train and stuff, but he was outrunning 
all of them.”

McSorley ran Lune De Caro three 
times last year. The first try, his first 
start in more than two years, came 
at Kentucky Downs and he finished 
eighth in maiden special weight com-
pany Sept. 6. A month later at Keene-
land, for a $30,000 tag, he was beaten 

36 1/2 lengths after acting up in the 
paddock. The scene wasn’t much bet-
ter (10th beaten even farther) when 
dropped in for $15,000 at Keeneland 
Oct. 22.

“He doesn’t like crowds, he didn’t 
like California, and he didn’t like 
Keeneland at all,” McSorley said. 

Undaunted by the 2015 perfor-
mances, McSorley tried again this 
year and Lune De Caro won a $5,000 
maiden claimer at Ohio’s Belterra 
Park May 3 with a steeplechase start 
on the radar screen. Two weeks later, 
Lune De Caro won a maiden hurdle 
at Kentucky’s High Hope Races for 
jump trainer Desmond Fogarty. Mc-
Sorley went to the flat once more in 
an allowance race Churchill Downs 
June 13 and his horse finished a dis-
tant seventh going 1 1/8 miles.

McSorley thought about his op-
tions and called Sheppard. 

“I didn’t know what to expect,” 
said the trainer. “I’d never heard of 
the horse. I’d never heard of the own-
er. Originally they were just sending 
him up to me to try to sell. He said 
‘Keep him for a month, we’ve got a 
bit of money from winning the race at 
High Hope.’ I told him what I charge 
and we figured we’d do it for a month 

and make a decision.
“We liked him a lot when he first 

came. It was a pleasant surprise, re-
ally. He doesn’t have a whole lot of 
speed – the further he goes the stron-
ger he gets. Every work he finishes, 
when they stand up after the wire he 
just keeps on going.”

Sheppard circled a handicap hur-
dle at Parx July 14 as a likely start-
ing point and the horse rallied from 
well back in an 11-horse field to win 
again. That victory, also at the imme-
diate expense of Orchestra Leader, 
put Saratoga in play. 

High-strung at the racetrack, 
Lune De Caro spent the summer at 
Sheppard’s Pennsylvania farm and 
arrived at Saratoga Sunday. At the 
barn Wednesday morning, he’d been 
turned out four times and was wear-
ing a “liquid titanium hood” to help 
his nerves. He wore the hood, and 
earplugs, for the race and stayed com-
posed – with the help of a lip chain 
and two handlers – for the walkover 
and around the paddock. The only in-
cident came while walking back to the 
test barn, when Lune De Caro sent 
Sheppard assistant Bailey Poorman to 
first aid with a cut on her head.

She was smiling about it afterward, 
however.

“I’m fine,” she said. “He was swing-
ing his head a little bit and caught me 
with his teeth. We still love him.”

Lune De Caro earned $39,000 with 
the win, nearly doubling his lifetime 
mark to $83,276, and earned a novice 
stakes start most likely at Belmont in 
September or New Jersey’s Far Hills 
Races in October.

“He’s a very good jumper but he’s 
still a little bit green,” said Sheppard. 
“He was under a strong hold today 
and he’d be better sitting off a faster 
pace.”

Natural –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Owner Joe McSorley.

http://trfinc.org
http://tilting.com
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Wednesday August 19.
FIRST $65,000, AOC $30,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M
6 Lune de Caro W. McCarthy $3.60 $2.50 $2.20
4 Orchestra Leader S. McDermott  $4.00 $2.60
3 Fantastic Song R. Walsh   $2.30
Gr/ro Gelding 2009, by Cozzene - Widow’s Mite (IRE) by Sadler’s Wells
Owner: McSorley, Tamara, J.. Trainer: Jonathan Sheppard. Breeder: La 
Bahia Stud, Inc. (TX). Time: 4:58.15. Exacta (6-4), $13.80; Superfecta 
(6-4-3-1), $64.00; Trifecta (6-4-3), $27.00

SECOND $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
7 Inside Straight J. Castellano $3.50 $2.60 $2.30
9 Governor Malibu J. Rosario  $4.20 $3.10
1 You Got It I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.30
B Colt 2013, by Super Saver - Dance Alexa by Southern Halo
Owner: WinStar Farm LLC. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: SF Blood-
stock LLC (NY). Late Scratches: D’funnything, Forever in Love. 
Time: 1:10.57. 
Daily Double (6-7), $7.10; Exacta (7-9), $12.00; Quinella (7-9), $11.20; 
Superfecta (7-9-1-8), $295.50; Trifecta (7-9-1), $36.40

THIRD $100,000, STAKES - BOLTON LANDING S., 2 YO, 5 1/2F
4 Simple Surprise J. Castellano $7.20 $3.10 
1 Celestial Sighting I. Ortiz, Jr.  $2.50 
6 Laxfield Road J. Rosario   
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Cowboy Cal - Simplify by Pulpit
Owner: Winchell, Ron. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. Breeder: Winchell 
Thoroughbreds, LLC (KY). Late Scratches: Office Drama, Bruised Or-
ange, Island Saint. Time: 1:03.39
Daily Double (7-4), $14.80; Exacta (4-1), $14.60; Pic 3 (6-7-4), $43.40

FOURTH $50,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
11 Lemon Song L. Saez $6.10 $3.10 $2.70
12 Bargaining Table C. Velasquez  $3.40 $2.80
8 Lady Gracenote I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.80
Ch Mare 2010, by Lemon Drop Kid - I Sing by Lasting Approval
Owner: Drawing Away Stable. Trainer: Philip Serpe. Breeder: Adena 
Springs (KY). Late Scratches: Ocean Boulevard, Ginny’s Grey, Star of 
the Forest, Lotsa Noodles, Asperites (IRE), Bounty Pink
Claimed: Lemon Song claimed by Gramm, Marshall K. for $25,000, 
Bargaining Table claimed by Rodriguez, Rudy R. for $25,000
Time: 1:46.44. Daily Double (4-11), $23.40; Exacta (11-12), $14.80; 
Quinella (11-12), $8.70; Superfecta (11-12-8-7), $286.00; Trifecta 
(11-12-8), $71.50; Pic 3 (7-4-11), $65.00

FIFTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Manhattan Dan J. Ortiz $8.00 $4.50 $3.60
2 Gametown S. Bridgmohan  $5.40 $4.80
8 Oscar Mike I. Ortiz, Jr.   $6.40
B Colt 2013, by Big Brown - Purely Excessive by In Excess (IRE)
Owner: Platinum Seven LLC and Guarino, Dan. Trainer: Gary Contessa. 
Breeder: Sanford H. Robbins, LLC (KY). Time: 1:02.13. Late Scratch-
es: King Kranz, Boalt Hall, Sheikh of Sheikhs, Brasko, Purr’s Along
Daily Double (11-7), $27.00; Exacta (7-2), $51.50; Superfecta (7-2-8-
10), $2,088.00; Trifecta (7-2-8), $503.00; Pic 3 (4-11-7), $85.00

SIXTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
5 Street Babe J. Velazquez $9.50 $5.40 $3.80
4 Noble Moon J. Ortiz  $4.00 $3.00
7 Don Dulce I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.50
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2011, by Street Sense - Richbabe by Richman
Owner: Anstu Stables, Inc.. Trainer: Michael Dilger. Breeder: Heiligbrodt 
Racing Stable (KY). Late Scratches: Face of Winner. Time: 1:49.12. Daily 
Double (7-5), $50.50; Exacta (5-4), $29.00; Superfecta (5-4-7-1), $580.00; 
Trifecta (5-4-7), $99.50; Consolation Double (7-6), $8.50; Pic 3 (11-7-
5), $191.00;  (11-7-6), $26.80; Pic 4 (4-1/3/5/6/9/10/11-4/7/11/12/13), 
$744.00; Pic 5 (3/5/7-4-1/3/5/6/9/10/11-4/7/11), $1,611.00

SEVENTH $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
1 Get Jets I. Ortiz, Jr. $7.00 $4.30 $3.70
7 Love That Jazz J. Castellano  $5.30 $3.90
5 Extinct Charm C. Velasquez   $6.60
Ch Colt 2013, by Scat Daddy - Sunny by Dixieland Band
Owner: Team D. Trainer: Anthony Dutrow. Breeder: Pat Pavlish (NY).
Late Scratches: Charming Indy, Big East, Core Portfolio
Time: 1:10.22
Daily Double (5-1), $36.20; Exacta (1-7), $34.80; Superfecta (1-7-
5-10), $392.00; Trifecta (1-7-5), $243.00; Consolation Double (5-2), 
$9.60; Pic 3 (7-5-1), $233.50;  (7-5-2), $44.60;  (7-6-1), $36.00;  (7-
6-2), $7.90

EIGHTH $55,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 
1 1/16M
11 Morethanawarning J. Castellano $11.00 $4.80 $3.10
5 Sylvia T C. Velasquez  $4.30 $2.80
9 Khaleesi Kat J. Alvarado   $4.20
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by More Than Ready - Catch a Warning by Caveat
Owner: Sullimar Stable. Trainer: Thomas Bush. 
Breeder: Mary A. Sullivan (KY).
Late Scratches: Classic Profile, Quarla, Oaks (BRZ), Rachel’s Temper
Time: 1:43.23
Daily Double (1-11), $48.00; Exacta (11-5), $37.20; Superfecta (11-5-
9-6), $1,264.00; Trifecta (11-5-9), $192.00; Pic 3 (5-1-11), $316.00;  
(5-2-11), $79.50

NINTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
8 Trophee (FR) J. Alvarado $6.60 $3.70 $2.70
2 Gotachancetodance L. Saez  $4.60 $3.00
5 Lahinch Classics (IRE) I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.90
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by Mr. Sidney - Trevise (FR) by Anabaa
Owner: Head, Ghislaine. Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Haras Du Quesnay (FR).
Late Scratches: So Good to Go, Streethomealabama
Time: 2:17.33
Daily Double (11-8), $34.00; Exacta (8-2), $28.20; Superfecta (8-2-5-
7), $479.00; Trifecta (8-2-5), $53.50; Pic 3 (1-11-8), $137.00; Place 
Pix Nine (4/5/7-1/5/7-5/9/11-8), $67.00

TENTH $50,000, NY-BRED CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
2 American Creed I. Ortiz, Jr. $13.00 $7.30 $5.00
8 Groupthink J. Castellano  $4.20 $3.10
5 Saltine Warrior M. Franco   $5.00
B Colt 2011, by Quiet American - Thin Disguise by Yes It’s True
Owner: Rodriguez, Rudy R. and Imperio, Michael. 
Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: Dr. William B. Wilmot &Dr. Joan M. Taylor (NY).
Late Scratches: Onecats Chance
Claimed: American Creed claimed by Island Wind Racing for $25,000, 
Groupthink claimed by Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc. for $25,000, 
Jeter claimed by Gramm, Marshall K. for $25,000, Joe Mooch claimed 
by Braverman, Paul for $25,000
Time: 1:23.30
Daily Double (8-2), $49.00; Exacta (2-8), $56.50; Superfecta (2-8-5-
1), $2,184.00; Trifecta (2-8-5), $583.00; Pic 3 (11-8-2), $286.00; Pic 
4 (1-11-8-2), $1,220.00; Pic 6 (4,7,11,12,13,14/5/1/11/8/2), $358.00; 
Pic 6 (4,7,11,12,13,14/5/1/11/8/2), $45,773.00

Attendance: 33,223
On Track Handle: 2,683,023
Inter-State Handle: 8,094,604

Copyright 2015 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

http://brisnet.com
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A wide range of safe, strong and
durable PVCu fencing systems, 
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High Earning Horses
Top Class Trainers
Leading Jockeys

Racing in NY, LA and FL

Parting Glass Racing
Be an OWNER at The Spa.
Mornings on the backstretch, afternoons at the races, evenings celebrating.
Join the fun and excitement of horse racing at the best track in the world.

Join us NOW!
1-877-RACE-WIN (877-722-3946)
Email pgr@partingglassracing.com or  
see www.partingglassracing.com

BY DAN TORDJMAN
Mostly hidden from public view on 

the Saratoga backstretch last week, it 
happened. Kelly Gallivan’s eyes wid-
ened, as she stepped into Barn 20 to 
meet a filly she only knew by name – a 
name Gallivan, herself, had given the 
horse. 

“It was a dream come true,” Gal-
livan said. 

While many young girls dream of 
owning a horse, Gallivan, 34, had 
always wanted to just name one. As 
a child, she’d researched horses be-
ing sold at sales and tried to come up 
with clever names for them, combin-
ing their sire and dam names. 

“I used to have this notebook of 
names of horses,” she said. “So, like 
literally my whole life has been build-
ing up to this.”

Gallivan laughed as she spoke, but 
she was serious. A lifetime of dream-
ing, hoping and brainstorming had 
finally come to a head. It culminat-
ed as Gallivan, right arm extended 
with peppermint in hand, fed Citizen 
By Day, an unraced 2-year-old filly 
owned by Ninety North Racing Sta-
ble and trained by Jimmy Toner.

How Gallivan got here requires 
a flashback to May, when she saw a 
post on Twitter announcing a “Name 
The Horse” contest. As a self-de-
scribed lifelong racehorse name col-
lector, Gallivan’s interest was imme-
diately piqued. 

The contest was presented by Nine-
ty North and The Jockey Club’s fan 
development program, America’s Best 
Racing, in an effort to engage fans by 
offering the rare opportunity to name 
a racehorse. The then unnamed horse, 
a daughter of Proud Citizen out of the 
Tiznow mare Tiz Maie’s Day, drew 
a lot of interest – garnering nearly 
1,000 name submissions from fans 
across the country. 

Back in Connecticut, where Galli-
van works as a marketing coordina-
tor, she had an epiphany while at the 
office. 

“It just struck me,” Gallivan said. 
What struck her was the perfect 

name for the filly. She had drawn a 
connection between the filly’s pedi-
gree and a superhero theme linked to 
Clark Kent and Superman. Gallivan 
decided to enter the contest and sub-
mitted the following:

“In addition to incorporating the 
names of both her sire and dam, Cit-
izen By Day taps into the superhero 
phenomenon that is currently so pop-
ular. The fact that she is a filly with 
a superhero-type name also addresses 
the lack of female superheroes, which 
has recently been a topic of interest 
with the release of the new Avengers 
movie. Hopefully her on-track ex-
ploits will help to fill that void!”

Without knowing it, Gallivan had 
not only come up with a clever name, 
she had also hit on a soft spot of 
Ninety North’s co-founder and Chief 
Operating Officer Kathryn Sharp. 

“I’m personally a big superhero 
movie fan, so I was slightly biased,” 
Sharp said. “But it was also a great 
name that integrated the names of the 
parents very well. Yeah, it was a very 
original name.”

Gallivan was again at work when 
she received an email a few days later, 
notifying her that she’d won the con-
test. In addition to having her name 
used, Gallivan would also get to meet 
the filly when she shipped up to Sara-
toga last week. 

“I had forgotten that I had (sub-
mitted) it until I got the email from 

Kelly Gallivan meets Citizen By Day, the racehorse she named.

Name That 
Horse

Racing fan from Connecticut 
meets ‘her’ horse Citizen By Day

Continued On Page 25 

http://partingglassracing.com


25Thursday, August 20, 2015 The Saratoga Special

(Sharp) and I was just like ‘oh, my 
God.’ I screamed, right in the middle 
of work. Everyone was just so excited 
for me,” Gallivan said. 

The excitement felt by Gallivan 
was mutually shared by America’s 
Best Racing and Ninety North leading 
up to the big meeting in barn 20 last 
Thursday. Sharp smiled as she clicked 
photos of Gallivan feeding and pet-
ting Citizen By Day. 

“When you name a horse, you 
have so much attachment,” Sharp 
said. “I know what that feeling is 
like. They become sort of your baby, 
whether you own them or not. That’s 
your name, that’s your baby. It’s abso-
lutely a great feeling and I can totally 
sympathize.”

The excitement surrounding Cit-
izen By Day has also spread to oth-
ers around Gallivan, including her 
friends and family who don’t follow 
horse racing. 

“Honestly, everyone I’ve told, who 
aren’t racing fans, think it’s the cool-
est thing ever,” she said. “It’s not just 

because they know I’m such a big 
fan and they’re excited for me. They 
genuinely think it’s amazing. She’s go-
ing to be very well bet in her debut 
by lots of people who have never bet 
on a horse before because they are so 
excited by it. So, (the contest) was a 
very good idea. Just the whole thing, 
it’s made a lot more people than just 
me excited about it.” 

Justin Nicholson, co-founder and 
president of Ninety North, said Citi-
zen By Day is ramping up training for 
a targeted debut in late fall at Belmont 
Park or Aqueduct. If she isn’t ready 

by then, she’ll likely make her first ap-
pearance at Gulfstream in the winter. 

Regardless of what happens next, 
Citizen By Day has already made one 
person’s dream come true. Ninety 
North has also come away from the 
experience feeling extremely gratified.

“It’s such an easy thing for race-
horse owners to offer up,” Sharp said. 
“It’s free, essentially, and it’s such a 
great way to create fan engagement 
and a fan for life, for that horse. All 
of your friends are engaged. It’s a 
no-brainer for owners to offer. That 
was really fun.”

SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

“NOBODY HAS WRITTEN ABOUT 
RACEHORSES as beautifully and 

evocatively  as Lyn Lifshin.” 
Barbaro: Beyond Brokenness, The Licorice 

Daughter: My Year with Ruffian,  
and Secretariat: The Red Freak, The Miracle.

All on www.amazon.com  
& Texas A&M University Press: 1-800-826-8911

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info.

Deep Penetrating Electro-Magnetic Therapy 
for Joints, Muscles, and Overall Well Being 

Angela Cornes · (502) 558-6993 · CircularWellness.com

Plan ahead 
for 

next year
www.racingcityrealty.com

Represenng owners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, drivers and 
horsemen associaons in business transacons and maers before 

the NYS Gaming Commission and in the federal and state courts

Andrew J. Turro, Esq.

Chair, Equine & Racing Law

516-741-6565
aturro@msek.com

Meyer, Suozzi, English & Klein, P.C.
990 Stewart Avenue, Garden City, New York 11530
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 Continued from page 24
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BROWN ADVISORY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
SARATOGA RACING

BALTIMORE �  WASHINGTON �  NEW YORK �  BOSTON �  CHAPEL HILL �  LONDON �  WILMINGTON

(800) 645-3923 �  www.brownadvisory.com

“We have to hire her.”
That was my response to Tom Law, after we talk-

ed about Annise Montplaisir in May. Montplaisir, 
19, found us somewhere and emailed us, looking 
for a spot at The Special this summer. She sent her 
resume, which included the lines, “official clocker, 
North Dakota Horse Park 2014 race meet,” and 
“journalism intern at Canterbury Park.” 

See why we had to hire her?
For the record, she found us via a listing we keep 

on the American Horse Publications website, but 
we did not discuss her application for long. If we 
had a stamp (and a Human Resources Department), 
we would have stamped “APPROVED” and sent 
her application to Human Resources. First of all, 
she’s from Fargo, N.D., we’ve never had anybody 
from Fargo work at The Special. Actually, we’ve 
never met anybody from Fargo. Ever. Secondly, she 
wrote a quality email – precise, accurate, direct and 
no grammatical or spelling mistakes (you’d be sur-
prised). Thirdly, she finished a writing assignment 
we gave her in a matter of days, could have been 
hours. 

OK, maybe they were in reverse order, either 
way, we had to hire her. 

We would need to find her a place to live and she 
would need to leave early to go back for her junior 
year at North Dakota State University (where she 
has a 3.944 GPA, by the way). 

A place to live usually shakes out, this year we 
traded advertising for room and board. No prob-
lem. As for leaving early, that didn’t seem to be a 
problem either. In May, leaving early in August 
doesn’t register, it’s on the other side of the moun-
tain. Now, it registers. We say goodbye to Annise 
“Fargo” Montplaisir today. Nicknamed Fargo early 
in this journey, she became an integral cog in this 
crazy wheel we drive, writing features, previews, 
recaps and conducting herself in the style of The 
Special. 

She worked hard, 
making rounds in the 
morning, delivering 
papers around the 
sales grounds, cov-
ering the races in the 
afternoon. She wrote 
accurately, quickly 
and sometimes elo-
quently. She laughed 
at herself when nec-
essary, learned to 
take a joke and when 
there was a choice, 
she smiled. Oh, our 
kingdom for a smile.

Over the years, we 
have been thanked 
for being good men-
tors. We’ve had 
mothers cry and fa-
thers grip our hands 
like we brought their 
sons home from war. 
It is the most reward-
ing part of writing 
this crazy newspaper. 

Over the years, I have mastered my answer when 
thanked for being a good mentor. “I don’t men-
tor everybody, only those who deserve it.” We try 
to give everybody a chance, if they deserve one. I 
know we’re not curing cancer or building rockets 
here, but, when a young person wants to work in 
our game, it’s our duty to give them a chance. Open 
the door, show them around the place, guide them, 
just be nice to them. It’s a daunting game, especially 
for people who don’t have a legacy to follow and 
don’t have a bankroll to help open doors. 

We’ve had plenty of interns blow the first turn 
and never come back – one went to the library and 

was never heard from again. We’ve also had ones 
who have changed the game. 

Travis Stone picked up The Special in the picnic 
area, went home and emailed us for advice on how 
to become a racetrack announcer. He came to work, 
wrote recaps and announced races into a tape re-
corder. Ten years later he announced the Kentucky 
Derby. 

Stone isn’t alone, as the long line of graduates 
include Quint Kessenich, John Panagot, Gabby 
Gaudet, Jim Mulvihill, Pete Fornatale, Joanie Mor-
ris, Liz Ronk, Brian Nadeau, Katie Bo Williams, 
Ryan Jones and many others. Google them, you’ll 
see what they’ve accomplished. This year’s cast of 
Billy Blake, Brandon Valvo, Kaitlyn Vishneowski 
and Montplaisir have already made us proud. And, 
here’s a shout out to Law, who mentors the “cubs” 
like a father and a boss, a brother and a teacher. 

Every year, we give the same pep talk. “Look, 
you can make the most of this or the least of this. It 
won’t change us or our business or our lives, but it 
might change yours. If you want advice, if you want 
help, we’re here. We demand diligence, interest and 
pride. Don’t get arrested, don’t drink and drive, 
don’t fall in love. We don’t expect you to know how 
to write, but we expect you to care how you write. 
Leave here with an opportunity. Take that opportu-
nity and run with it.” 

The Darley Flying Start Program takes two years 
to complete. The Special Flying Start is over in 45 
days. 

Back to Montplaisir, here’s your parting advice.
Love the game, but look around, it’s a big world. 

Keep your positive attitude, your spunk, your spark, 
it’s endearing at the right balance, you have the right 
balance. Take every job like it’s the only thing you’ll 
be judged on, take pride in it, learn everything you 
can. Meet everybody, but concentrate on a few peo-
ple who will change your life. Don’t forget us when 
you’re famous.

cupofcoffee FargoBY SEAN CLANCY

http://brownadvisory.com
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The future is calling.
Outdated technology only takes you so far.

Are you going to answer?
Modern technology. For the modern horseman.

| Do More. With Less.
www.istable.com

http://istable.com


GRAND ARCH 
Fourstardave H. (G2)

GRADED 
STAKES GLORY  
STARTS HERE

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER YEARLING SALE
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

CATALOG ONLINE

http://keeneland.com



