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Main Sequence (left) edges  
Imagining in Sword Dancer

This Close
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Belmont Derby Inv. S.-G1 winner  
Mr Speaker

Donn H.-G1 winner  
Lea

Diana S.-G1 winner  
SOMaLI LeMONaDe

Man o’ War S.-G1 winner  
IMaGINING
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were Foaled/raised at Claiborne, including Five Grade 1 SWs  
MR SpeakeR  •  Lea  •  IMagInIng  •  SoMaLI LeMonadIe  •  LIdeRIS 

14 Graded SWs 
This Year 
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Cajun Wedding, fifth race. Three-year-old filly is by Broken Vow out of Bayou Bride.

Whispering, seventh race. Empire Equines’ filly is by Quiet American out of Verbalize. 

Saratoga Dreamer, eighth race. Who isn’t?

BY THE NUMBERS
132: Number of items offered at Belmont Child Care Association’ silent auction.

135.2: Weight of jump jockey Ross Geraghty at 8 a.m. Wednesday.

143.8: Weight of Geraghty at 10 p.m. Wednesday.

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
CORLEON, New York. On a classic Cadillac Fleetwood four-dour sedan of course.

WORTH REPEATING
Discussion of today’s Better Talk Now Stakes.
The Special’s Tom Law: “Who was the great rabbit you had for him?”
Graham Motion: “Shake the Bank. They should name a race after him.”
Anita Motion: “It should be a sprint.”

“Everybody wanted to do it. I did it.”
Jockey Mike Luzzi, about why he punched a bully  

after an eighth-grade Catholic League basketball game

here&there... at Saratoga

Hard Spun’s Arlington Million hero
Hardest Core is the third northern
hemisphere G1 winner this year for
his sire, following Wicked Strong
and Hard Not To Like..

No American sire has more!

Darley
HARD SPUN RETURNS TO KENTUCKY FOR 2015.
Danzig – Turkish Tryst (Turkoman) 
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com

Core
strength

DAR6947 Saratoga Special Hard Spun 20 AUG14  19/08/2014  15:58  Page 1

Tod MarksIce Bucket Challenge. Dulcedumbre gets a well-deserved dousing after 
winning Sunday’s eighth race. Feel free to make a donation at www.als.net.
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WORTH REPEATING
“Are they flying south?”

Railbird, watching geese fly in the air Saturday morning

“Think there’s anybody on the other end?”
Same railbird, as trainer Christophe Clement  

spoke into his cell phone Saturday morning

 “You captured the spirit of it.”
Ralph Theroux, after reading a column  

about friend Frank Carcaterra

“Generational change.”
Owner Dinny Phipps, about late nights  

(at work vs. out on the town) in Saratoga

“She’s confident on the outside, she’s starting on the outside, 
why look to be cute, fall into that spot and get in a good rhythm.”

Todd Pletcher, about strategy for  
Alabama winner Stopchargingmaria

“I’m mesmerized by this place. It’s so active yet so peaceful.”
Rob Griffo, on his annual trip to the Saratoga backstretch

“Two is good.”
Jockey Irad Ortiz, after winning two races Saturday

“Billy, when’s your birthday, I need to cash a ticket.”
Trainer Pat Reynolds, to Bill Mott who  

consistently wins a race on his birthday  
(Pat, you’ll have to wait until next year)

“It’s Stephen Spielberg.”
Brandon Badgett when seeing  

Guy Torsilieri Saturday afternoon

“He’s wearing a Tommy Bahama shirt.”
Badgett, while spotting his dad Billy  

at Gulfstream Park Saturday afternoon

“Did she get lost?”
Trainer Lacey Gaudet, eying a groom in a pink dress at Parx

“The man from Mississippi River.”
Trainer Eric Guillot, while wearing a hat that  

could have passed for the Man from Snowy River

“We wear the same size shoe.”
The Special’s Ryan Clancy, asked if he could fill the shoes 

of Chief Head Honcho of Circulation Jack Clancy

“Receipt? I need a second job.”
Owner Alan Brodsky, when asked if he needed a receipt 

after treating Mark Hennig’s barn to dinner at Prime

“Should I go to the ATM?”
Arlington Park’s Gabby Gaudet, on her return to Saratoga

“Rollin, Rollin, Rawhide.”
Outrider, jogging onto the Oklahoma track Monday morning

“I said it right. The Jamaican way.”
Jamaican agent Winston Heslop,  

when told he didn’t say something correctly

here&there... at Saratoga

New York’s Leading Equine Insurance Agency

Anya Sheckley. Tel: 646-872-6843 • Fax: 518-398-5143
info@hammertowninsurance.com • hammertowninsurance.com
189 Johnny Cake Hollow Rd. • PO Box 90 • Pine Plains, NY 12567

BREEDING

Equine Full Mortality • Specified Perils • Liability 
Farm Packages • Prospective Foal • Stallion Infertility
Surgical • Major Medical

SALES

RACING

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“To get a horse to a race like that you’ve got to 
breeze them every week, it’s tough. Then all of 

the sudden you run and they take a deep breath, 
you back off them and they put on weight. Now 

they’re fit and it’s easier I think.”

– Trainer Graham Motion, about the  
progress of Main Sequence between  

the United Nations and the Sword Dancer

800-523-8143 Connie BushHigh Stepper. A Saratoga Thoroughbred tries out for the Rockettes while crossing Clare Court. 
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364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F,

Elkton, MD 21921
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The Saratoga Special
thisishorseracing.com

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Call us about your editorial needs.

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“You try to do right. Try to make it common sense. When I first came around, there was this guy 
who trained easy, this guy who trained hard. You’d see a guy who trained hard, and you’d see a horse 
not looking good with him training him hard and you’d ask, ‘why would he keep training him hard if it 
isn’t working.’ If it’s working, if the horse is keeping in good shape and feeling good, he 
can take it. But if he’s losing weight and not doing well, it doesn’t make any sense. 
Now a days, if a guy has a horse who’s jumping out of his skin, he won’t run him 
because he just ran two weeks ago, if he’s eating good, looking good, going sound, 
why wouldn’t you run him? What do you want to do, wait 
until he’s going bad to run him? To me, there are a lot of 
wasted horses now, they could be running and win-
ning and doing good.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens

The Chief . . . Day 26
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Building two-year-olds  
one individual at a time

(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

of the day

Breathe in, breathe out,
No. 3 in the third.
Photo by Connie Bush
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The atmosphere in the stable area 
during the next-to-last dark day of 
the Saratoga Race Course meeting 
Tuesday morning was its usual low-
key scene. 

The big weekend – featuring Sat-
urday’s signature Travers and its 
stakes-laden undercard and Sun-
day’s inaugural Saratoga Showcase 
for New York-breds – is around the 
corner. Some barns get a few slow 
days until the hectic weekend rolls in, 
while others get the big week started 
in today’s $100,000 Better Talk Now 
Stakes.

Standing along the outside rail of 
Clare Court Tuesday morning was 
trainer Linda Rice, watching one of 
her horses go past with a rider in the 

distinct neon green shirt and the blue 
saddle pad with LR on the side. Rice 
is getting her big week started early. 
She’ll run Kid Cruz in the Travers, but 
will start with Chester and Mary Bro-
man’s homebred Mark My Way in the 
1-mile Better Talk Now.

Mark My Way, a 3-year-old geld-
ing by Noonmark out of the Bro-
man-bred Storm Cat mare Which-
waydidshego, comes into the Better 
Talk Now off back-to-back wins in 
New York Stallion Series races. His 
pedigree suggests dirt, but Mark My 
Way prefers the grass. He’s 3-for-5 on 
the turf coming into today’s race.

The Better Talk Now is a new chal-
lenge for Mark My Way, who takes 

on open company for the first time. 
“He’s done well in the Stallion 

Stakes [and against] New York bred 
company,” Rice said. “I had a choice 
to run him in New York-breds 3-and-
up or to try the straight 3-year-olds 
open company. I thought I would try 
the 3-year-olds first. Next year he can 
run in the 3-and-up New York-bred 
races.”

Cornelio Velasquez has ridden 
Mark My Way in his six career starts 

and rides again today. Mark My Way 
is 12-1 on the morning line. 

“He’s done very well on him, Vel-
asquez is a great turf rider,” Rice said. 
“Mr. Broman really likes him as well 
and obviously he’s done great on that 
horse.”

Rice and Velasquez are confident in 
Mark My Way’s ability at the 1-mile 
trip, where he is 2-for-2.

“I spoke to Cornelio Velasquez 

Connie Bush
Two-time New York Stallion Series winner Mark My Way faces open company today.

BY KRISTIN BRENNAN BETTER TALK NOW PREVIEW

Revved Up
N.Y.-bred faces open company 
in turf stakes to start big week

See BETTER TALK NOW page 8 
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Need a change of scenery?

We have a 
change of scenery.

Richard Valentine Stable
540-270-1819

valentine20198@peoplepc.com

about the distance, he felt he was 
better at the mile than the mile and 
an eighth” Rice said. “I do think he 
looks like a good miler and he’s won 
over the course. That’s a positive. It’s 
not an easy race, there’s a few tough 
horses in there, but we will see how 
he sizes up to the open 3-year-olds.”

Patricia Generazio’s homebred 
Pure Sensation is one of the tough 
horses Rice referenced. 

Trained by Christophe Clement, 
who will run Tonalist in Saturday’s 
Travers, Pure Sensation comes off 
a win in the Quick Call going 5 1/2 
furlongs on the grass earlier in the 
meet. The son of Zensational beat 
runner-up Choctaw Chuck in the final 
strides of the Quick Call for his first 
stakes win. 

Pure Sensation stretches out after 
racing between 5 and 7 furlongs in his 
first eight starts. 

“It’s ambitious but we don’t have 
that many choices for him. He’s a nice 
horse,” Clement said while watching 
training on the Oklahoma track Tues-
day morning. “Going the 5 1/2 was very 
impressive. Let’s see if we can stretch 
him going a mile and go from there.”

The Quick Call was Pure Sen-
sation’s first race on grass and first 
start since finishing fifth in the Grade 
2 Woody Stephens going 7 furlongs 
on the dirt. Clement isn’t totally 
convinced Pure Sensation favors the 
grass, but likes that “the turf seems to 
give him a new dimension.” 

Jose Lezcano rode Pure Sensation 
in the Quick Call and gets the mount 
again aboard the 5/2 second choice. 

“He knows the horse very well, 
he’s a top-class rider and we are hap-
py to have him,” Clement said. 

Storming Inti is the 8/5 favorite for 
the Better Talk Now off a third-place 
finish behind Tourist and Ring Week-
end in the Opening-Day Sir Cat. 

The son of Stormy Atlantic won 
the Kitten’s Joy in January at Gulfst-
ream to extend a win streak to four 
but has lost five straight since, all 
stakes appearances. Trained by Chad 
Brown, Storming Inti finished off the 
board once in those five starts. 

Mark Hennig and Rosemary 
Hennig presented the trophy to the 
winning connections of Monday’s 
Summer Colony Stakes as the trainer 

and exercise rider, respectively, of the 
Grade 1-winning mare. They didn’t 
have a chance to collect it themselves, 
but Graham Motion does in the Bet-
ter Talk Now. 

Motion trained Bushwood Stable’s 
Better Talk Now to a monster upset 
in the 2004 Breeders’ Cup Turf, the 
2004 Sword Dancer Invitational at 
Saratoga and three other Grade 1 
wins. He’ll try to win the inaugural 
Better Talk Now with Craftsman. 

Motion took over the training of 
the Irish-bred son of Mastercrafts-
man when Aron Wellman’s Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners moved him 
east from Southern California and 
trainer Simon Callaghan. Craftsman, 
the winner of two of four starts for 
trainer Aidan O’Brien in Ireland be-
fore coming to the U.S. late last fall, 
was unsuccessful in four stakes tries 
before coming to Motion.

“Aron just felt he did not handle 
the tracks all that well out there so he 
shipped him this way,” Motion said.

Craftsman’s first start for Motion 
came in the $50,000 Nick Shuk Memo-
rial at Delaware Park July 10 when he 
won fairly easily as the 8/5 favorite in 
the seven-horse field. Motion concedes 
there’s a difference between that race at 
Delaware and today’s assignment.

“Alex Cintron, who rode him, 
worked him a few times for me and 
said he was going to take him back,” 
Motion said. “I guess he’d been run-
ning fairly close to the pace. It really 
seemed to make a big difference. He 
won. It wasn’t a super race, not as 
tough as up here, but still, he did do it 
nicely and was coming off a couple of 
disappointing efforts.”

Motion said Brent and Carol John-
son, principal partners of Bushwood 
Stable, will be on hand for the win-
ner’s presentation.

“It’s cool to have a horse in the 
Better Talk Now,” Motion said. “We 
hoped they’d name a race after him 
for a long time.”

Completing the the seven-horse 
field is Los Borrachos who faced a 
tough stakes debut April 5 at Aque-
duct in the Grade 1 Wood Memorial, 
finishing 10th out of 10. Trainer Bri-
an Lynch sends out Heart to Heart, 
a son of English Channel who makes 
his New York debut. Here’s Johnny 
will be running for owner and train-
er David Jacobson who claimed the 
horse for $75,000 from Ice Wine Sta-
ble and Wesley Ward in July. 

Additional reporting by Tom Law.

Better Talk Now –
 Continued from page 10
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Wednesday, August 20.

1ST (12:25PM). $65,000, AOC $30,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 3 ............Meganisi (IRE) ............... B. Dalton .......................... W. Dowling ................... 6-1
1a  .... 5 ............You’re the Top (FR) ........ R. Geraghty ..................... C. Murphy .................... 6-1
2  ..... 1 ............Sal the Barber ................ W. McCarthy .................... J. Sheppard ................ 10-1
3  ..... 2 ............Umbraggio ..................... R. Walsh .......................... R. Valentine ................ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Virsito ............................ P. Young .......................... J. Fisher ....................... 6-5
5  ..... 6 ............Total Command (GB)...... S. Pateman ...................... J. Sheppard .................. 5-1
6  ..... 7 ............Spy in the Sky ................ G. Dahl ............................ J. Day ........................... 4-1
7  ..... 8 ............Bodie Island ................... K. Norris .......................... R. Valentine .................. 6-1

2ND (1:00PM). $40,000, MCL $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Di Lissa .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Nevin ..................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Ridingwiththedevil ......... J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ........................ 6-5
3  ..... 3 ............Unrepented .................... R. Maragh ........................ K. Feron ...................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dixie Punch .................... C. Velasquez .................... R. Lerman .................. 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bossy Saratoga .............. M. Franco ........................ T. Morley .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Status ............................. J. Castellano .................... P. Reynolds .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Good Catholic Girl .......... E. Prado ........................... K. McPeek .................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Requestada .................... C. Lanerie ........................ D. Lukas ....................... 6-1

3RD (1:32PM). $78,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Captain Gaughen ............ J. Velazquez ..................... J. Ryerson .................. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Hear the Footsteps ......... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Campogiovanni .............. L. Saez ............................. H. Bond ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tom Kitten ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Vitali ...................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Majestic Raffy ................ J. Castellano .................... C. Englehart .................. 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Sanctify .......................... M. Franco ........................ W. Mott ........................ 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Mr Rosenthal ................. J. Lezcano ....................... G. DiPrima .................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Karakorum Legend ......... C. Velasquez .................... L. Rice .......................... 8-1

4TH (2:04PM). $56,000, MCL $75,000, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Pancakesandbatter ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Mariano Intheninth ......... J. Lezcano ....................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Jimbaran Bay ................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Astron ............................ E. Prado ........................... G. Gullo ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Dangerous Cowboy ........ T. Rice ............................. L. Rice .......................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Richie’s Rich .................. R. Maragh ........................ N. Esler ........................ 5-1

5TH (2:37PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Signora Sofia ................. T. Rice ............................. G. Sciacca .................. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Gingee ............................ A. Worrie ......................... G. DiSanto .................. 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Mononoke ...................... E. Prado ........................... C. Martin ...................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Lovely Assistant ............. D. Davis ........................... J. Hertler .................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Cajun Wedding ............... R. Napravnik .................... M. Maker ...................... 2-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lemon and Honey .......... L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa .................. 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Charming Eyes ............... S. Bridgmohan ................ B. Cox .......................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Conzig ............................ J. Velazquez ..................... C. Domino .................... 5-1

6TH (3:10PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Kearney Square .............. T. McCarthy ..................... K. O’Connell ............... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Signature Seven ............. J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Bigger Picture ................ J. Castellano .................... M. Maker ...................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bridgeville ...................... A. Arroyo ......................... S. Klesaris .................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Hidden Hand .................. A. Worrie ......................... M. Wilson ................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Coldwater Flat ................ I. Rodriguez ..................... L. Miranda .................. 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Roman Approval ............ L. Mejias .......................... M. Hushion .................. 2-1

7TH (3:43PM). $85,000, AOC $75,000, 3 YO, F , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Babe’s Ruler ................... R. Maragh ........................ J. Scott ....................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Valseuse ......................... J. Lezcano ....................... C. Clement.................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Treaty Oak ...................... R. Napravnik .................... A. Stall, Jr. .................. 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Fade to Black .................. J. Velazquez ..................... D. Schettino ................. 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Almurra .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. McLaughlin ............ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hardly ............................ J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Hobe Wins ..................... A. Cintron ........................ H. Motion ................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kenzadargent (FR) ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Miss Melinda .................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Whispering ..................... M. Franco ........................ T. Bush ....................... 30-1
11..... AE..........Lil Honey Badger ............ T. Rice ............................. W. Heffner .................. 20-1
12..... AE..........Bartiromo ....................... C. Velasquez .................... R. Barbara .................... 8-1
13..... AE..........Ireland ............................ C. Lanerie ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
14..... MTO ......Soul Title ........................ R. Albarado ...................... D. Stewart .................... 8-1
15..... MTO ......Pretty Fancy ................... R. Napravnik .................... G. Arnold, II.................. 5-2
16..... MTO ......Faith Hall ........................ .  ...................................... K. O’Connell ............... 12-1

8TH (4:16PM). $73,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............One Eyed Ray ................. C. Velasquez .................... M. Trombetta ................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Banana Thief .................. S. Bridgmohan ................ S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gear Jammer ................. J. Castellano .................... C. Martin ...................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Watergate ....................... J. Rocco, Jr. .................... G. Weaver..................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Navy Blue ....................... L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Boldlee ........................... S. Husbands .................... P. Barrow .................... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Sheriff Taylor .................. R. Napravnik .................... J. Englehart ................ 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Coastal Zip ..................... M. Franco ........................ A. Tarrant ................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Thrown of My Own ........ A. Arroyo ......................... R. Ubillo ..................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Saratoga Dreamer .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-1

9TH (4:49PM). $100,000, STK - THE BETTER TALK NOW, 3 YO, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Los Borrachos ................ C. DeCarlo ....................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Heart to Heart ................. J. Velazquez ..................... B. Lynch ..................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Here’s Johnny ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ............... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mark My Way ................. C. Velasquez .................... L. Rice ........................ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Craftsman (IRE) ............. A. Cintron ........................ H. Motion ..................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Storming Inti .................. A. Garcia .......................... C. Brown ...................... 8-5
7  ..... 7 ............Pure Sensation ............... J. Lezcano ....................... C. Clement.................... 5-2

10TH (5:22PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Battle Hardened .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Mulheb ........................... T. Rice ............................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Maserati (BRZ) ............... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mr. Espresso .................. M. Franco ........................ G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............I Want You to Know ....... J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Chairman Now ............... J. Castellano .................... C. Englehart .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Le Deluge ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Most Happy Fella ........... M. Luzzi ........................... R. Schosberg ............... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bedouin Now .................. A. Lezcano ....................... E. Reiff ....................... 10-1

Copyright 2014 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA ENTRIES

thisishorseracing.com 

The Special & much more
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grid

the 
Power

Race #

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Virsito 
Bodie Island 

Spy in the Sky  
Ridingwiththedevil 
Good Catholic Girl 

Bossy Saratoga  
Sanctify 

Campogiovanni 
Majestic Raffy  
Richie’s Rich 

Dangerous Cowboy 
Mariano Intheninth  

Cajun Wedding 
Conzig 

Lemon and Honey  
Bridgeville

Bigger Picture 
Signature Seven  

Kenzadargent 
Hobe Wins 

Pretty Fancy  
Banana Thief 

Saratoga Dreamer 
Watergate  

Storming Inti 
Los Borrachos 
Heart to Heart  
Chairman Now 

Le Deluge 
Bedouin Now 

Tom
Law

Gaile
Fitzgerald

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Chad 
Summers

Virsito
Bodie Island

Total Command
Ridingwiththedevil

Status
Good Catholic Girl
Hear the Footsteps

Sanctify 
Campogiovanni

Dangerous Cowboy
Richie’s Rich

Mariano Intheninth
Conzig

Cajun Wedding
Lemon and Honey
Roman Approval
Bigger Picture

Bridgeville
Pretty Fancy
Kenzadargent
Fade to Black

Saratoga Dreamer
Watergate

Banana Thief
Storming Inti

Craftsman
Los Borrachos
Battle Hardened

Le Deluge
Chairman Now

Virsito
Bodie Island

Spy in the Sky
Ridingwiththedevil

Requestada
Di Lissa

Hear the Footsteps
Sanctify

Tom Kitten
Dangerous Cowboy

Jimbaran Bay
Pancakesandbatter

Cajun Wedding
Lemon and Honey

Conzig
Roman Approval

Bridgeville
Bigger Picture
Kenzadargent

Almurra
Miss Melinda
One Eyed Ray

Saratoga Dreamer
Thrown of My Own

Pure Sensation 
Storming Inti

Craftsman
Chairman Now
Battle Hardened

I Want You to Know 

Virsito 
Naylor entry 

Spy In The Sky  
Bossy Saratoga 

Di Lissa 
Ridingwiththedevil  

Sanctify 
Karakorum Legend 
Hear The Footsteps  

Jimbaran Bay 
Richie’s Rich 

Mariano Intheninth  
Conzig 

Cajun Wedding 
Gingee  

Roman Approval 
Bridgeville 

Signature Seven  
Fade To Black 

Valseuse  
Bartiromo  

Banana Thief 
Watergate 

Saratoga Dreamer  
Craftsman 

Storming Inti 
Mark My Way  

Battle Hardened 
Le Deluge 

Chairman Now

Spy in the Sky
Virsito

Naylor entry
Status

Ridingwiththedevil
Bossy Saratoga
Campogiovanni
Majestic Raffy

Sanctify
Richie’s Rich

Mariano Intheninth
Dangerous Cowboy

Charming Eyes
Cajun Wedding

Conzig
Roman Approval
Signature Seven

Bridgeville
Fade to Black

Almurra
Hobe Wins

Banana Thief
One Eyed Ray

Watergate
Craftsman

Pure Sensation
Storming Inti

Battle Hardened
Chairman Now

I Want You to Know

2014 Records: 71/283 89/283 81/283 65/283 63/283

Saratoga 
Leaders

Owners .................... 1st
Repole Stable ..................... 9
Ken & Sarah Ramsey ......... 8
Chester & Mary Broman .... 7
Klaravich Stable ................. 6
& Bill Lawrence 
Darley Stable ...................... 7

TRAINERS ................ 1ST
Todd Pletcher ................... 22

Chad Brown ..................... 14
Bill Mott ........................... 10
Graham Motion .................. 9
Bruce Brown ...................... 8
Mike Maker ........................ 8
Bruce Levine ...................... 7
Rudy Rodriguez ................. 7
George Weaver................... 7 
Tom Albertrani ................... 6
Gary Contessa .................... 6

Tony Dutrow....................... 6
David Jacobson .................. 6
Jimmy Jerkens ................... 6
Shug McGaughey ............... 6
Linda Rice .......................... 6

JOCKEYS ................. 1ST
Javier Castellano .............. 43
Irad Ortiz Jr ...................... 35
John Velazquez ................ 27

Jose Ortiz ......................... 22
Joel Rosario ..................... 21
Rajiv Maragh .................... 17
Cornelio Velasquez ........... 14
Junior Alvarado ................ 13
Luis Saez .......................... 12
Jose Lezcano ................... 11
Rosie Napravnik ................. 9
Manuel Franco ................... 9Through Tuesday
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When Main Sequence clambered out of the gate 
like a crab with two left feet to begin Sunday’s 
Sword Dancer Invitational, Rajiv Maragh put it out 
of his mind.

“In a perfect world you wouldn’t want to break 
like that, but with him it’s always a possibility be-
cause he’s a little bit unsettled in the gate,” said the 
jockey. “I pretended it didn’t happen. I don’t want 
that to even stay in my mind. I just want to move 
forward.”

Maragh and the Grade 1 turf stakes’ favorite did 
a pretty good job, making a bad break a non-is-
sue with a hard-charging, tail-snapping stretch run 
to win the $500,000 stakes by a head over second 
choice Imagining with third choice Twilight Eclipse 
third after 1 1/2 miles on the inner turf in 2:24.72. 

Owned and bred by Flaxman Holdings, Main Se-
quence improved to 2-for-2 in the United States – 
both Grade 1 stakes – and leapt squarely into the 
picture for the 2014 turf championship. 

Not that any of it was easy. 
The Sword Dancer lured a field of seven, headed 

by Grade 1 winners Main Sequence and Imagining 
and multiple Grade 2 winner Twilight Eclipse. Tac-
tically, Imagining figured to be up front early, Main 
Sequence would be in the back and Twilight Eclipse 
would be somewhere in the middle. 

The latter broke sharply from the outside along 
with War Dancer, Imagining and O’Prado Ole, but 
the latter two sped toward the first of three turns 
together. Behind them all, Main Sequence banged 

off the side of his four stall, took three strides to get 
going and then leveled off to find a spot at the back 
alongside Perfect Timber. On the hedge, O’Prado 
Ole stayed with Imagining through a quarter-mile 
in :23.38. By the top of the stretch the first time, 
Imagining established his spot up front and eased 
to the inside for Joel Rosario after a half-mile in 
:47.15. Twilight Eclipse drafted into second as 
O’Prado Ole backed off. Eight lengths back in 
sixth, Maragh sensed the pace was strong enough 
for the distance – then got visual confirmation from 
the infield TV screen.

“When I came out of the first turn, I looked to 
the board and it said 23 and a little bit and then 47 
and a little it,” said Maragh. “It seemed like they 
were going honest enough, but when I saw the 23 

Tod Marks
Main Sequence (left) outruns Twilight Eclipse and Imagining in deep stretch to win a second straight Grade 1 in Sunday’s Sword Dancer Invitational.

Flaxman homebred wins second Grade 1 with late rush

BY JOE CLANCY SWORD DANCER STAKES RECAP

Main Man

See SWORD DANCER page 15 
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Ready to Run?
Nobody gets your horses – from  
yearlings to veterans – prepared  
for a race the way we do.

-  3 /4 -m i l e  t r a i n i n g  t r a c k  
-  S t a r t i n g  g a t e  
-  Tu r n - o u t  p a ddocks  
-  Co l d -wa t e r  e q u i n e  s p a  
-  10 x 10  v i b r a t i n g  f l o o r  t h e r a py 
-  S u pe r b  c a r e   
-  D e c ade s  o f  ex p e r i e n c e  a nd  s u c c e ss

J.J. Crupi
(352) 427-1600
(866) 313-5400

Johnny Sacco, Farm Manager 
(352) 427-1797

www.newcastlefarm.com
Ocala, Florida

and 47 I kind of got a smile on my 
face. I didn’t have to inch closer or 
anything. I could stay where I was be-
cause the pace was honest.”

Once in the clear, Rosario slowed 
things down as Imagining passed 6 
furlongs in 1:12.60, but soon felt 
pressure at his hip from Twilight 
Eclipse. Main Sequence was still sixth, 
but creeping and in the clear. Imagin-
ing went a length up after a mile in 
1:37.58 though there would soon be 
questions to answer.

“Going into the last turn I want-
ed to inch up a little bit to get into a 
striking position because the top two 
horses were the two main ones in the 
race, they’re two good horses,” said 
Maragh. “You can’t give them too 
much of a head start. I didn’t want to 
make too much of a middle move so I 
just asked him to inch up. Every time 
I asked him to inch up it was no prob-
lem, he did it willingly.”

Maragh could feel the power be-
neath him. He knew the pace was 
strong. He also knew Imagining and 
Twilight Eclipse – 14 wins and more 
than $1.6 million between them – 

weren’t going to stop.
Floating a path off the hedge, Ro-

sario sat still until out of the turn and 
then set down Imagining. The chest-
nut responded immediately and put 
a length on Twilight Eclipse. Full of 
run off the turn, Main Sequence nar-
rowed the gap but had just moved 

into third at the furlong pole. In deep 
stretch, he lengthened stride, flattened 
his ears and dug in – with a few flicks 
of his tail for extra power or some-
thing – as Imagining switched to his 
left lead and kept at the task. He had 
Twilight Eclipse measured, but there 
was one more challenge on the way. 

Main Sequence swept past at the 
wire, looking like a winner because of 
momentum only.

“I honestly didn’t think he got 
there, watching the race, because I 
didn’t think he possibly could,” said 
trainer Graham Motion. “I think 
it shows me how good he is that he 
could overcome that kind of start and 
close on them in the stretch like that, 
carrying weight against good horses.”

Bred in Kentucky, Main Sequence 
is all Flaxman, the international rac-
ing/breeding operation of the Niar-
chos family. He’s by Aldebaran, a 
Flaxman homebred and champion 
sprinter of 2003 while racing for Hall 
of Fame trainer Bobby Frankel. Flax-
man bred three generations of Main 
Sequence’s female family.

Flaxman annually divides its year-
lings with some staying in the U.S. to 
go to the sales and almost all of the re-
mainder going overseas to race. Main 
Sequence fit somewhere in the middle 
at first, but was eventually kept and 
sent to English trainer David Lanigan.

“He’s a homebred, the mare’s first 
foal, and they’re firm believers that 
especially with a nicer mare you like, 
keep the first foal and run it because 

Sword Dancer–
 Continued from page 14

See SWORD DANCER page 15 

Tod Marks
Tail up, whip up for Main Sequence and Rajiv Maragh in Sword Dancer.
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Conveniently located 10 minutes from the Kingston/Rhinecliff Bridge

26 Losee Lane, Rhinebeck, New York 12572
Tel (845) 876-7085 • Fax (845) 876-8611 • www.rhinebeckequine.com

90 

87 

SaratogaSaratoga

Rhinebeck 
Equine 
Rhinebeck 
Equine 

NYC NYC 

Our specialists provide the medical and 
surgical services your horse needs

24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK

365 DAYS A YEAR

Laura H. Javsicas, VMD, DACVIM
Gus A. Abuja, DVM, DACVS

James N. Nutt, VMD, DACVS

When your horse needs help...

you need to help make the mare,” said Carrie 
Gilbert, racing, sales and stallion coordinator at 
Flaxman. “I have a feeling he was kind of border-
line, that he wasn’t an automatic keeper, but…”

It was a good decision, albeit a long-range 
one. 

Main Sequence won both starts at 2, then 
made it four in a row by taking his first two 
starts as a 3-year-old. He lost his next 10, while 
keeping good company (including a second in 
the 2012 English Derby) and developing a habit 
of slow starts. Motion, who trains for Flaxman 
in the U.S., saw the horse while Animal Kingdom 
was stabled in Lanigan’s yard last year and the 
trainers discussed a move to the U.S. with an eye 
toward firm turf and different racing tactics.

The now 5-year-old gelding came over in 
December, but didn’t get to Motion until late 
January after getting sick in quarantine. Main 
Sequence got healthy, then he got fit. Back class 
told the team he was a good horse. Morning 
training told them even more. The chestnut can 
be independent, aloof, a bit of a thinker, but he 
enjoys competition.

“At first, I put a rubber bit on him to gallop 
him because I was trying to get him to run off 
with me,” said exercise rider Robbie Walsh. 
“Then I got him to the point where he was pass-
ing horses and enjoying it. Once you have some-

one in front of you, he gives you a good feel.”
The day before the United Nations, Walsh 

and Main Sequence went to the track at Fair Hill 
for a final gallop. Motion told Walsh to let the 
horse two-minute lick through the lane as a bit 
of a blowout.

“How am I going to get this lad to blow out 
on his own?” Walsh asked himself. “I hit the 
quarter pole and he’s thinking, thinking, think-
ing. It was a very quiet track, but there was one 
horse down at the other end of the straight. He 
sees it, locks on and goes. I sat against him and 
let him go down the lane. He did it nicely, gal-
loped out, everything.”

Walsh said Motion clocked the horse going 
3 furlongs in :36 2/5. The rider apologized, but 
knew how easy it was.

“He did it so well within himself and it wasn’t 
until he saw the one down the end of the lane 
that he did it at all,” Walsh said. “That’s the way 
he is. He’s a fun horse to ride.”

Like Walsh, who said Main Sequence goes in 
a metal egg-butt snaffle now, Maragh has figured 
that out. 

“Once he gets going in the race, he’s pushbut-
ton,” said the jockey. “If I want him to speed up 
a little bit, he speeds up. If I want him to slow 
down a little bit, he slows down. He doesn’t have 
to be behind horses to settle like the majority of 
turf horses. He could be in the clear and if you 
tell him to settle, he settles. It gives me a lot of 
options on how to ride him.”

Even with a start like Sunday’s.

Sword Dancer –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Main Sequence exits the winner’s circle a dual Grade 1 winner. 
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Irad Ortiz Jr. is white hot, the Mc-
Laughlin barn is warming up and 
Farhaan got the spark he needed to 
ignite. The confluence of one of the 
hottest riders in the country on his 
back, a barn starting to click and a 
sizzling early pace scenario proved 
the key ingredient to Farhaan win-
ning the $100,000 Alydar Stakes Sun-
day at Saratoga Race Course. 

Farhaan made a successful return 
from a four-month layoff in the Aly-
dar at the expense of Saratoga-loving 
stablemate Alpha, who set up the vic-
tory with a quick early pace and gave 
Ortiz three wins from three mounts 
in front of Sunday’s crowd of 28,085. 
Farhaan, a homebred son of Jazil who 
races for Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid 

al Maktoum’s Shadwell Stable, gave 
trainer Kiaran McLaughlin a pair of 
wins on the day to make five for the 
meet after a relatively slow start. 

“They went so fast early that it set 
up well for him,” McLaughlin said af-
terwards. “Irad is riding unbelievable 
right now. He rode three today and 
won all three, two of them for us, so 
it was a great day and it was great to 
see this horse run this well off a four-
month layoff.”

Farhaan returning from a lengthy 
break is nothing new. 

The 5-year-old started his career 
in England with John Dunlop at the 

Tod Marks
Farhaan stretches to the wire in the Alydar Stakes.

BY TOM LAW ALYDAR RECAP

Backup Plan
Farhaan spoils Spa return 
of heralded stablemate Alpha

See ALYDAR page 17 
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Arundel training base in Sussex, winning two of 
seven starts before returning to the U.S. Trans-
ferred to McLaughlin, Farhaan resurfaced midway 
through last year’s Saratoga meet, winning a 1-mile 
allowance/optional during a similar warming-up 
stretch for McLaughlin that helped him finish third 
in the trainer standings by wins and purse money. 

Farhaan ran once more on the grass, finishing 
last of six in the Grade 2 Bowling Green, then did 
a little bit of everything. He went long around one 
turn at Belmont, sprinted twice at Aqueduct, ran 
on the inner track at Aqueduct and on Polytrack 
at Keeneland in the Spring. The two races on Aq-
ueduct’s inner track were stakes victories – the 
Lord of the Night and the Stymie – and both were 
around two turns. 

So where and how is Farhaan, who is out of the 
winning Danzig mare Alshadiyah, most effective? 

After Sunday’s win, a 3 ¼-length tally over 
Stormin Monarcho, the answer is pretty easy for 
McLaughlin.

“He’s doing really well right now, today was his 
best race obviously and we’ll keep him on the dirt 
and going long on the dirt,” he said. “We need pace 
and we hope we get pace again.”

Alpha, winner of last year’s Woodward and the 
2012 Travers in a dead heat, provided all the pace 
needed in the Alydar. He broke alertly under John 
Velazquez and spurted clear as Csaba and Luis 

Saez hustled toward the front heading into the first 
turn. Alpha zipped through the opening half-mile 
in :46.96, 6 furlongs in 1:10.96 and looked strong 
around the far turn. 

Ortiz, in sole possession of the second spot on 
the rider standings after Sunday’s card, stayed pa-
tient at the back of the field with Farhaan. They 
were last through the opening half and moved up 
steadily around the far turn. Alpha surrendered the 
lead in the stretch as Farhaan continued his sus-
tained run on the outside. Farhaan was 2 lengths 

clear with a furlong to run and after a strong crack 
right handed and a few more left handed, the mar-
gin increased to 3 1/4 lengths at the finish. 

“He was feeling great,” Ortiz said. “They went 
a little fast, but stakes horses can go that fast and 
keep going. Thank God they came back and it 
worked out.”

Velazquez knew Alpha was clicking along at a 
good clip. He rode Alpha to his gate-to-wire victory 
in last year’s Woodward, when he didn’t go nearly 
as fast to the half as he did in the Alydar but only 
because he wasn’t pressed. 

Afterwards he told McLaughlin and Darley’s 
Jimmy Bell, representing Godolphin Racing, that 
he might have been forced to squeeze on Alpha a 
bit more than he would have preferred but only be-
cause Csaba pressed from the outside as he was try-
ing to get a good spot on the inside. Velazquez also 
praised Alpha’s effort, which officially goes down 
as a third, beaten 8 1/4 lengths. 

“He was still running at the end,” Velazquez 
told McLaughlin and Bell.

McLaughlin was equally pleased, especially con-
sidering it was Alpha’s first start since the middle 
of February. 

“He almost ran off with Johnny down the back-
side, so it wasn’t an ideal situation,” McLaughlin 
said. “He ran very well, he didn’t just fall in a heap. 
It was just too fast. He said he stayed on, Johnny 
did, so we’ll look at it and see.”

Farhaan should be headed back to “higher 
goals” and perhaps graded-stakes company again, 
according to McLaughlin.

Alydar –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Irad Ortiz offers a fist bump for victory.
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S H AW N  FA U S T
O I L  .  S H AW N FA U S T . C O M 

R O B E R T  H O O K E 
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“ROLLING THUNDER”  40” X 40” ACRYLIC ON CANVAS. 
BY LISA PALOMBO

“STABLEMATES”  9” X 18”  X 7” BRONZE EDITION OF 9
 ALSO AVAILABLE IN LIFE SIZE.  BY ROBERT HOOKE

GIDEON PUTNAM HOTEL   24 GIDEON PUTNAM ROAD SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY   PHONE: 302 547 3517

House Rules brought down the house for trainer 
Jimmy Jerkens Sunday. 

Previously trained by Jerkens’ father, Hall of 
Famer Allen Jerkens, the 3-year-old daughter of 
Distorted Humor previously ran in two Grade 1 
races, the Acorn Stakes in early June at Belmont 
Park where she finished sixth against the likes of 
Test winner Sweet Reason. House Rules ran again 
June 28 in the Grade 1 Mother Goose Stakes, fin-
ishing fourth, beaten 13 ¼ lengths by divisional 
leader Untapable. 

 “She got her head handed to her pretty good the 
last two times,” said Jimmy Jerkens. “We thought 
she had a good chance at least to get a check the 

last race, especially the Mother Goose was very dis-
appointing it looked like it was a good opportunity 
to get a grade 1 stakes place with her, it was a small 
field and she just didn’t have it.”

House Rules won Sunday’s allowance with ease, 
showing she was coming back into the form Jerk-
ens was patiently working to reach. The filly was 

clearly ahead of the competition, drawing off to 
win by 6 ½ lengths. 

The Grade 1 Alabama could have been an op-
tion for House Rules but Jerkens felt like the filly 
would benefit from a a drop in class. 

Tod Marks
House Rules leads them  home in style in Sunday’s fourth race.

House 
Party

Jerkens filly rebounds 
in Spa allowance win

SUNDAY RACING RECAP

See SUNDAY page 20 
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“This is the kind of the spot we 
were looking for, a nice allowance 
race,” Jerkens said. “She just didn’t 
come to hand quick enough, she lost a 
little condition after the last race. We 
had her spend most of the meet get-
ting her built up again, it would have 
been nice to take a crack at it, it just 
didn’t work out.” 

– Kristin Brennan

• To make the top 10 percent in a 
race with only eight horses you’re go-
ing to have to win. Top Decile lived 
up to his name in his debut when he 
took command in the stretch and won 
the fifth race Sunday. 

The victory by the Congrats filly 
for Seth Klarman’s Klaravich Stable 
and William Lawrence gave trainer 
Al Stall Jr. his second win of the meet.

“The Kentucky horses have been 
a little quiet, especially on the main 
track, so thank goodness,” Stall said. 
“This gives us a little more confidence 
going into the final weeks of the meet.”

Breaking alertly from the gate, 
jockey Rosie Napravnik funneled her 
way into a pack of four battling down 
the backstretch through a demanding 
quarter in :22.17.

“The angle is deceiving,” Stall said 
as he watched the replay. “It looks 
like the insides don’t break well, but 
when you’re standing right at the 
gate, they come out together. Right 
here, there’s four of them across. She’s 
getting a little pressure, which always 
makes you nervous. But in all, she’s 
just so smart.”

The race was between Top Decile 
and runner-up Ring Knocker from 
the outset. The two seperated from 
the field by the time they hit the top 
of the stretch and they dueled for the 
final quarter-mile before Top Decile 
won by a length. Ring Knocker was 9 
3⁄4 lengths clear of third-place finish-
er Divine Praises. 

“The second-place horse had a 
very sharp race earlier in the meet so 
she had a fitness edge on us,” Stall 
said. “I can’t ask for any more. We 
are thrilled to death. She’s smart. She’s 
done everything right from Day 1 and 
so we just gave her a little time up 
here because Kentucky horses weren’t 

running so well. We thought 6 1/2 
would fit her the way she trains.”

Stall improved to 2-for-11 on the 
meet. His other nine runners failed to 
hit the board.

“It’s been a little shaky,” he said. 
“We’ve had some horses not show up. 

That’s why I gave [Top Decile] a little 
bit more time before we ran her because 
I wanted to make sure she was fully ac-
climated to the track and the locale.” 

– Ryan Jones

• It was a sweet win for Dulcedum-
bre and her debut run.

There was a rare small crowd in 
the winner’s circle with the 4-year-
old daughter of Candy Ride. Owner 
Robert Masterson and trainer Alan 
Goldberg were not present. The 
smiles were still ear-to-ear on the han-
dlers and Masterson’s representative 
Brad Weisbord. Masterson was in Del 
Mar watching Tepin finish last in the 
Grade 1 Del Mar Oaks Saturday. 

Dulcedumbre came in from Colts 
Neck Stables, where she has been 
training with Goldberg and shipped 
out after the race Sunday. 

The filly proved herself well at 
Saratoga against the tougher compa-
ny. Dulcedumbre sat in mid pack until 
she was encouraged by Irad Ortiz Jr. 
to make the decisive move. She fought 
down the stretch to take over the lead 
and continued to hold it by a neck 
over Discreetly Elusive. 

– Kristin Brennan

Sunday –
 Continued from page 19

Tod Marks
Top Decile glides home to win Sunday’s fifth 
for trainer Al Stall.
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Thoroughbred 
Retirement 
Foundation

www.trfinc.org 
(518) 226-0028

When the racing tack comes off for good, 
good things happen.

For over 30 years, the TRF has given ex-racehorses 
second careers as show horses, trail horses, and 
teachers in TRF Second Chances, its innovative 
prison program. 
Support compassionate aftercare and second 
chances for horses and people with a gift to the 
TRF today.Debby Thomas/Animal Art And Photography

RACE 1: Love the tradition of steeplechase racing up here, and on 
Monday, one of our “unders” scored at $10.40, so always pay special 
attention to the 2-3 picks. As for today, we’ll look at an “angle” horse. 
The #5 TOTAL COMMAND ( GB ) hasn’t seen the scene in 37O days, but 
that’s okay, as this one won easily off an 8 month L\O last year.
Sheppard’s win rate zips from 14 to 2O% with 6+ month layoff types, 
and gets Steve Pateman, multiple champion rider in Australia, in the 
long irons. #4 VIRSITO is the obvious favorite, having beaten similar here 
3 weeks ago. Gorilla in the room is the 8 extra pounds off a neck vic-
tory. Classy 1O year old gelding, #6 SPY IN THE SKY, may have seen 
better days, but this winner of the 2OO9 Grade 1 Turf Writers is entered 
for a tag for the first time in 57 starts, and deserves your applause win, 
lose, or draw. ( Note: #3 Umbraggio will be scratched. )
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Sunday August 17.

FIRST $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
1 Small World I. Ortiz, Jr. $37.40 $20.40 $8.80
7 Sky Bird J. Alvarado  $14.80 $6.00
9 Queen’s Parade J. Ortiz   $2.70
B Filly 2011, by A.P. Indy - Well Related by Quiet American
Owner: Darley Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Darley (KY). 
Late Scratches: Smart Ashley, Palestrina. Time: 2:18.28. 
Exacta (1-7), $402.00; Superfecta (1-7-9-8), $7,134.00; Trifecta (1-
7-9), $1,354.00

SECOND $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
2 Go Olivia Go R. Maragh $8.40 $4.70 $2.50
5 Rettalfa T. Rice  $6.20 $3.10
3 Matching Skies J. Ortiz   $2.30
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Value Plus - Kahlua Bay by Catrail
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Bruce Levine. 
Breeder: Stonewall Farm Stallions (KY).
Late Scratches: Lady Vivien
Claimed: Matching Skies claimed by Class Personified Stable for 
$16,000          Time: 1:17.61                        Daily Double (1-2), $166.50; 
Exacta (2-5), $41.80; Quinella (2-5), $21.60; Superfecta (2-5-3-4), 
$174.40; Trifecta (2-5-3), $82.00

THIRD $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
9 Tammy the Torpedo J. Rosario $6.20 $3.80 $3.20
5 Eskenformoney J. Castellano  $4.40 $3.20
4 Carta de Oro B. Hernandez, Jr.   $8.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2012, by More Than Ready - Search and Seizure by War 
Chant
Owner: Long Lake Stable LLC. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: William B. Harrigan (KY). Time: 1:42.40
Daily Double (2-9), $43.60; Exacta (9-5), $30.60; Superfecta (9-5-4-
7), $1,129.00; Trifecta (9-5-4), $278.50; Pic 3 (1-2-9), $1,017.00

FOURTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 House Rules J. Castellano $3.50 $2.50 $2.20
1 Unbridledexplosion B. Hernandez, Jr.  $2.90 $2.50
5 Another Incident J. Bravo   $3.60
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by Distorted Humor - Teamgeist (ARG) by Mutakd-
dim. Owner: Shields, Jr., Joseph, V.. Trainer: James Jerkens. 
Breeder: El Catorce Inc. & Winstar Farm, LLC (KY). Time: 1:52.04
Daily Double (9-4), $15.20; Exacta (4-1), $9.50; Quinella (1-4), $6.20; 
Superfecta (4-1-5-2), $250.00; Trifecta (4-1-5), $53.50; Pic 3 (2-9-4), 
$104.00

FIFTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
3 Top Decile R. Napravnik $8.20 $4.20 $3.00
2 Ring Knocker J. Lezcano  $3.30 $2.60
4 Divine Praises J. Alvarado   $4.60
Ch Filly 2012, by Congrats - Sequoia Queen by Forestry
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Albert Stall, Jr.. Breeder: Clarkland Farm (KY).      Time: 1:17.53
Daily Double (4-3), $17.20; Exacta (3-2), $20.80; Superfecta (3-2-4-
1), $698.00; Trifecta (3-2-4), $114.50; Pic 3 (9-4-3), $103.50; Pic 4 
(2-9-4-3), $566.00; Pic 5 (1-2-9-4-3), $13,218.00

SIXTH $75,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
9 Billy the Bull T. Rice $14.00 $6.80 $4.70
7 Ogermeister A. Lezcano  $5.30 $4.00
8 Greeley Pack A. Arroyo   $6.90
Gr/ro Gelding 2010, by Holy Bull - Sweet Sweet Molly by A. P Jet
Owner: McKenna, Bernard, L.. Trainer: Gary Gullo. Breeder: Joseph G. 
Bucci (NY). Late Scratches: Swell. Time: 1:01.90
Daily Double (3-9), $80.00; Exacta (9-7), $70.50; Superfecta (9-7-8-
5), $2,499.00; Trifecta (9-7-8), $557.00; Pic 3 (4-3-9), $165.50

SEVENTH $51,000, CLAIMING $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
4 Lemon Song M. Franco $13.00 $5.40 $4.00
2 Aunty Pearl J. Rosario  $4.20 $3.10
9 Poor Etiquette J. Ortiz   $4.50
Ch Filly 2010, by Lemon Drop Kid - I Sing by Lasting Approval
Owner: Caterbone, James F. and Caterbone, Margaret. 
Trainer: Gary Sciacca. Breeder: Adena Springs (KY).
Late Scratches: Ah Gaga
Claimed: Aunty Pearl claimed by Trussell, Robert for $50,000
Time: 1:36.02
Daily Double (9-4), $81.50; Exacta (4-2), $49.60; Superfecta (4-2-9-
1), $1,784.00; Trifecta (4-2-9), $360.50; Pic 3 (3-9-4), $472.00

EIGHTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
4 Dulcedumbre I. Ortiz, Jr. $27.40 $12.00 $6.40
1 Discreetly Elusive J. Castellano  $6.00 $3.70
6 Evening Show J. Rosario   $2.80
B Filly 2010, by Candy Ride (ARG) - Rayelle by Relaunch
Owner: Masterson, Robert, E.. Trainer: Alan Goldberg. 
Breeder: Hill ‘n’ Dale Equine Holdings, Inc. (KY).
Claimed: Ms. Cruisen’ claimed by Groff, Matthew T. for $62,500
Time: 1:10.76
Daily Double (4-4), $167.50; Exacta (4-1), $140.50; Superfecta (4-1-
6-2), $4,434.00; Trifecta (4-1-6), $516.00; Pic 3 (9-4-4), $1,166.00

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - ALYDAR S., 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Farhaan I. Ortiz, Jr. $17.80 $8.60 $4.50
6 Stormin Monarcho C. Velasquez  $6.10 $3.90
1 Alpha J. Velazquez   $3.10
B Horse 2009, by Jazil - Alshadiyah by Danzig
Owner: Shadwell Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Shadwell Farm, LLC (KY). Time: 1:49.87
Daily Double (4-3), $237.50; Exacta (3-6), $101.00; Superfecta (3-
6-1-2), $970.00; Trifecta (3-6-1), $361.00; Pic 3 (4-4-3), $1,053.00

TENTH $500,000. - SWORD DANCER INVITATIONAL S., 3 YO’S & 
UP, 1 1/2M
4 Main Sequence R. Maragh $6.10 $3.50 $2.50
5 Imagining J. Rosario  $3.80 $2.80
7 Twilight Eclipse J. Lezcano   $2.80
Ch Gelding 2009, by Aldebaran - Ikat (IRE) by Pivotal (GB)
Owner: Flaxman Holdings, Ltd.. Trainer: H. Motion. 
Breeder: Flaxman Holdings Limited (KY). Time: 2:24.72
Daily Double (3-4), $80.00; Exacta (4-5), $21.60; Superfecta (4-5-7-
6), $154.00; Trifecta (4-5-7), $49.20; Pic 3 (4-3-4), $1,102.00; Place 
Pix Nine (2/4/6/9-1/4/6-1/3/6-4), $33.60

ELEVENTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 & UP, 1 1/16M
3 Breakeven Analysis J. Castellano $7.60 $4.40 $3.40
7 King of Bay J. Rosario  $7.30 $5.20
10 Day Six R. Maragh   $3.80
Dk B/ Br Ridgling 2011, by Lemon Drop Kid - Le Caire by Cozzene
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Palides Investments N.V., Inc. (KY).
Late Scratches: Kid’s Wisdom, Cosmic Gold, Aslan.
Time: 1:42.58
Daily Double (4-3), $23.60; Exacta (3-7), $72.50; Superfecta (3-7-10-
9), $865.00; Trifecta (3-7-10), $343.50; Pic 3 (3-4-3), $314.50; Pic 4 
(4-3-4-3), $3,891.00; Pic 6 (9-4-4-3-4-3), $1,583.00

On Track Handle: 4,811,393
Inter-State Handle: 12,871,807

Copyright 2014 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SUNDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS

New York-Bred of the Day

By Ryan Jones

Good
Claim

Gary Gullo stood and waited along 
the jockey’s path in the clubhouse 
after Sunday’s sixth race, one eye on 
a television monitor and the other on 
the lookout for Taylor Rice. 

The trainer of  Billy the Bull, who 
picked up his first allowance win 
in the 5 ½-furlong turf  sprint, had 
one question for the winning jockey. 
“When she thought she had it won,” 
he said 

An important question for Gullo 
to know the answer to, seeing as the 
win was Billy the Bull’s first while 
in Gullo’s barn after he claimed the 
4-year-old Holy Bull gelding in Febru-
ary. The only New York-bred to win 
Sunday, Billy the Bull provided Gullo 
with his second win of  the meet and 
the third for Rice. For Gullo, it has 
been a tale of  near misses thus far, 
with four second- and six third-place 
finishes from 21 starts. 

“I’ve been running second and 
third,” Gullo said. “It’s been a rough 
meet. The horses are all running good 
but not winning.”

Owned by Bernard McKenna, 
Billy the Bull has seen action on both 
the dirt and the turf, but found solid 
ground in his second trip across the 
Saratoga grass after a rough outing 
last time out. 

“I just wanted to get him going 5 
1/2 whether the dirt or the turf  and 
it just so happened [this was turf], 
either way I think he can run, grass or 
dirt,” said Gullo, who added that the 
only instruction he gave Rice was to, 
“come out of  [the gate] running.”

Rice followed Gullo’s advice, Billy 
the Bull broke running and won gate-
to-wire in 1:01.90. 

Gullo claimed Billy the Bull for 
$25,000 from owner Joseph Bucci 
and trainer Eddie Kenneally. Out of  
the A. P Jet mare Sweet Sweet Molly, 
Billy the Bull broke his maiden first 
time out in March 2013 at Aqueduct. 

“I thought he was a quality horse 
when I claimed him,” Gullo said. “He 
had some issues, and we gelded him, 
tried to do the right thing with him 
and I think it’ll pay off.” 
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518-581-7830 (main office) • info@lermanlawfirm.com
  64 Woodlawn Avenue  •  Saratoga Springs, NY  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC
Ethan C. Lerman, Esq.

• General Practice of Equine Law
• Steward Hearings & Disciplinary Matters
• Stableman’s Liens and Debt Collection
• Gaming Commision Representation
• Employment Agreements
• Criminal Defense
• DWI & Traffic Citations
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Chad Brown remembers a time, 
not that long ago, when the questions 
were adding up and Endless Chatter 
wasn’t coming up with adequate an-
swers. 

“She trains average, can she do 
better than average?” 

“Is she going to be mentally 
equipped to handle racing?”

The answers early on were no and 
no. 

Endless Chatter managed a second 
in her career debut before finishing 
sixth in an Aqueduct maiden race, 
spaced three months apart. She need-
ed a maiden claiming race to reach 
the winner’s circle. She went long 
next, finishing a decent second in the 

dead of winter at Aqueduct and went 
to the sidelines for nearly a year. 

Endless Chatter resurfaced this 
winter, hitting the board in two starts 
at Aqueduct.

Endless Chatter finally put it to-
gether this spring and summer, win-
ning back-to-back starts at Parx Rac-
ing. The 4-year-old daughter of First 
Samurai came back to New York and 
made it three straight in Monday’s 
inaugural Summer Colony Stakes at 
Saratoga, winning as the favorite and 
providing her best answer yet. 

“She was a horse that trained av-
erage, a nervous horse,” Brown said. 
“Over time she’s really settled down 

and matured. I’m really proud of her. 
We gave her every opportunity, to 
give her the chance to step up, asking 
her, ‘do you want to go up and do it?’ 
And she does. I think she’s a promis-
ing horse moving forward.”

Endless Chatter improved to 4-for-

9 with three seconds and a third, 
a productive mark considering her 
1-for-6 record early for Alpha Delta 
Stables.

Joel Rosario placed Endless Chat-

Dave Harmon
Endless Chatter strolls to the finish of the Summer Colony Stakes.

BY TOM LAW SUMMER COLONY RECAP

Pick Me Up
Endless Chatter delivers win 
in New York return for Brown

See SUMMER page 25 
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ter in the race early as 3-1 second choice Natalie Victoria 
and Jose Ortiz took the initiative as expected. Natalie Vic-
toria set the pace, dawdling through early splits of :24.84, 
:49.46 and 1:14.35 over the fast track.  

Rosario was confident Natalie Victoria would “come 
back to me,” even after the slow 6-furlong split and espe-
cially because of the way Endless Chatter was moving. 

Endless Chatter moved up on even terms with Natalie 
Victoria near the quarter-pole and after little resistance 
from the frontrunner she and Rosario moved ahead by 
daylight. 

Ambusher got in gear on the outside while Zucchini 
Flower, running alongside Endless Chatter for most of the 
way on the inside, started to idle. Made Up and South An-
dros didn’t quicken enough and Natalie Victoria plummet-
ed.

Ambusher, fourth last time in the Grade 3 Shuvee, gave 
the only serious threat to Endless Chatter and her ral-
ly came a non-threatening 1 3/4 lengths short. Zucchini 
Flower held third, 4 3/4 lengths back. 

“We figured out that she’s a two-turn dirt horse and she 
just needed a little bit of time to mature mentally,” Brown 
said. “She earned her way into this race and now she’s 
probably earned her way into a graded stakes somewhere. 

As long as she performs like this we’ll keep giving her the 
opportunity to go up the next level.”

Purchased for $77,000 by agent Steve Young at the 
2011 Keeneland September yearling sale, Endless Chatter 
is the third foal and third winner out of Orate, a full-sister 
to prominent Claiborne Farm stallion Pulpit. 

Endless Chatter is the first stakes winner for the A.P. Indy 
mare and she provided a bit of a pick-me-up for Brown’s 
barn after an up and down weekend in and out of town. 

Brown won two maiden races with Tammy the Torpedo 
and Breakeven Analysis during Sunday’s card at Saratoga, 
the day after the Alabama Stakes here and the Arlington 
Million outside Chicago. 

Brown’s best finish at Arlington came when Stephanie’s 
Kitten closed from way back to finish second in the Grade 
1 Beverly D., a race where Alterite finished 11th. 

Real Solution finished seventh of seven later on the card 
in his title defense in the Million. The results weren’t much 
better at Saratoga, as Xcellence and Minorette were hand-
cuffed by a lack of pace in the Grade 2 Lake Placid and 
Catch My Drift finished seventh of nine in the Grade 1 
Alabama. 

 “The Lake Placid, that was disappointing,” Brown said 
as he watched a set train on the main track early Tuesday 
morning. “They were out of position, but what are you 
going to do? Otherwise it’s been going fairly well. So many 
seconds though. Tough seconds, but again, what are you 
going to do?”

Summer Colony –
 Continued from page 24
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When a horse leads a 2 3/8-mile, 
10-fence steeplechase from start to 
finish and wins with something left, 
there’s really only one question.

Was it as easy as it looked?
“Yes it was as easy as it looked,” 

said jockey Jack Doyle, who won 
Monday’s first aboard Syros. “I just 
steered.”

Trained by Jack Fisher for Gill 
Johnston, Syros withstood mid-race 
probes by Catch The Blues and Um-
braggio and then kicked away from 
Harrods Creek on the final turn to 
win by 5 1/4 lengths in 4:31.79. From 
eight jump races at the meet, it was 
Doyle’s second win and Fisher’s third.  
Fisher also ran favorite Selection Sun-
day in the $65,000 allowance race, 
but was confident in both horses.

“He’ll win,” he said beforehand. 
“I’m not going to say which he 
though.”

The trainer told Doyle to break 
sharply and to be wary of pace play 
by Harrods Creek, only it didn’t work 
out that way.

“I thought (Harrods Creek) would 
go to the lead and I was worried about 
him getting his jumping together so 
I said if he goes to the lead you go 
with him,” Fisher said. “Of course, 
he didn’t go so we set up in front. He 
was happy. He’s got the experience 
with his jumping now. His jumping 
wasn’t so good before, but it’s much 
better now.”

Syros raced on the flat for trainer 
Christophe Clement, first for breed-
ers Jon and Sarah Kelly and later for 
Johnston. The 6-year-old Dynaformer 
gelding moved to Fisher last year and 
made three starts on the flat for the 
Maryland-based trainer. Syros lost 
all three jump starts of 2013, missed 
almost a year with an injured shoul-
der muscle, and returned this spring. 
He twice started for a $20,000 tag 
in jump races, winning the second 
by 32 lengths in May. In June, Syros 
knocked off heavily favored Clement 

runner Arc Above in a $35,000 claim-
er on the Belmont turf and then fin-
ished third over hurdles here July 23. 

“I look at horses like that and 
think, ‘They’re not doing any good. 
Put them in where they can just 
trounce on somebody and build up 
their confidence. Let it be fun.’ I think 
it helps them,” Fisher said. “If some-
body takes them, they take them. I 
could be wrong and they’re no good, 
but sometimes you’ve got to try stuff 
like that.”

The experiment worked. On the 
block for $20,000, Syros won by 32 
lengths, and has made $80,900 since.

– Joe Clancy

• First-year trainer Kelly Rubley 
was nearing the end of the approx-
imately 300-mile drive from Fair 
Hill Training Center in Maryland to 
Saratoga Sunday evening when she 
received an unsettling call.  The van 
carrying her gelding, St. Albans Boy, 
had stalled on I-87 near New Paltz, 
felled by a fan belt issue.

“Our horse was on the side of 
the road for probably an hour and 
a half,” Rubley said. “And it was a 
Sunday afternoon, so no auto parts 
stores were open. We were at a loss.”

Another van company was fortu-
itously found, and they sent a rescue 
vehicle to get St. Albans Boy to the 
Spa. A ramp was set up for the geld-
ing to switch vans.

It all worked out OK,” added Ru-
bley. “He walked across the ramp. He 
was a champ.”

The champ went out and turned 
car trouble into a footnote to victo-
ry when the 4-year-old son of Giant’s 
Causeway upset Monday’s eighth 
race, winning by a head after going 
off at 22-1. It was Rubley’s first Sara-
toga win, and a memorable one for 
multiple reasons.  

“We toyed with it last night wheth-

er he should run, and I’m glad we 
did,” said the trainer. “I wanted to see 
how he looked this morning. It was a 
stressful period of time but to be hon-
est he didn’t break into a sweat. He 
handled it well.”

Poulson praised the trainer for 
keeping her head throughout the or-
deal, saying “She’s not a panicker. I’m 
sure she was nervous but she didn’t 
panic. It was definitely a hiccup. For-
tunately the weather was good yester-
day and he wasn’t on the side of the 
road in 100-degree heat.”

Monday was mild as well and St. 
Albans Boy further proved his poise 
against a tough field going a mile and 
three furlongs. Owned and bred by 
Poulson’s Hare Forest Farm, the dis-
tance-loving gelding is a half-brother 
to stakes-winner-turned-event-horse 
Summer Patriot. Trained by Barclay 
Tagg, Summer Patriot won the John’s 
Call Stakes in 2008.

“There were a lot of seasoned 
horses in this group,” said Poulson. 
“We were throwing him into the deep 
end. We knew he wanted to go longer 
because the family loves to go long. 
He was bred for the distance and you 
can’t really get that down in Dela-
ware. We saw this one and we thought 
we’d take a little shot up here.”

Eleven furlongs was nothing after 
the gelding braved the star-crossed 
journey from Maryland. His trainer 
was not yet sure whether she want-
ed to leave immediately after stress 
turned to success in less than 24 
hours. 

“I’m supposed to drive home to-

night but we’ll talk,” Rubley said.
– Dan McDonough

• A lingering head injury dragged 
down the 3-year-old season of Dev-
ilish Love. Trainer Tony Dutrow has 
built her back up as a 4-year-old 
and Monday the Not For Love filly 
won her third straight, a 1-mile jaunt 
around the inner turf in an allowance 
optional claimer. 

“She got her head caught in an eq-
uisizer,” said owner Joe Imbesi. “She 
had trauma to her head, which caused 
a guttural pouch infection, and unfor-
tunately we never knew about it until 
she pulled up in her last race of her 
3-year-old year.”

That was Sept. 5, 2013 at Penn 
National.  A lengthy rest period and 
trainer change ensued, with Dutrow 
assuming Devilish Love from Steve 
Klesaris. Her first race back produced 
a win June 18 at Belmont, followed 
by another here July 19. Monday’s 
trip in 1:34.79 made it a trio of tri-
umphs since returning for the rejuve-
nated filly.

 “The filly was hurt as a 3-year-
old and never realized her potential. 
And then she came back with a pretty 
damn good horse trainer. He’s devel-
oped her,” said Imbesi.

“She’s getting better every start,” 
added Dutrow. “She’s matured into a 
race horse. She took on some really 
nice fillies today.”

– Dan McDonough

• Monday’s fourth race started 

Dave Harmon
Syros shows the way early in Monday’s jump race for trainer Jack Fisher.

MONDAY RACING RECAP

Easy Game
Syros, Doyle make lead stand as  
Fisher gets 3rd jump win of meet

See MONDAY page 27 
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with a stumble and ended with a slide. 
Penthouse Party stumbled to her nose 
at the start while jockey Irad Ortiz 
slipped into a win with Bobby Jo in the 
7 furlong claimer. On the backstretch 
with half the race still ahead of him, 
Ortiz felt his saddle sliding forward 
and struggled to continue riding.

Ortiz held on, urging Bobby Jo to a 
neck win over Swakopmund. 

“You don’t have too much balance,” 
said Ortiz shaking his head, “You have 
to stay in balance and at the same time 
you have to ride aggressive, you have 
to push your horse. It’s very hard when 
your saddle slips like that.”

Just after the photo finish, Ortiz 
kicked his feet out of the stirrups and 
slowed to a walk. He attempted to 
shimmy his saddle back in place, gave 
up and galloped back to the winner’s 
circle sans stirrups. 

“It’s very uncomfortable when you 
have to ride like that but it’s OK, we 
won anyway,” said Ortiz. 

– Katie Brush

• Lethargic to lightning. Cyclogeni-
sis, a colt by Stormy Atlantic purchased 
for $185,000 at the 2013 Keeneland 
September yearling sale, is not exactly 
a ball of energy in morning workouts.  

“We didn’t expect this, to be hon-
est,” said owner Matthew Schera af-
ter the gray colt took Monday’s third 
going 5 ½ furlongs on the turf. “He’s 
been working up here all summer. He’s 
a little bit of a lazy horse in the morn-
ings. We didn’t think he’d be ready on 
the first try like this.”

The energy of the afternoon must 
have given the colt a jolt. He only 
slowed down when the race was won 
and Corey Lanerie flicked his whip to 
a valet.

“Corey worked him for me the oth-
er day out of the gate, and we were just 
trying to pound home the message to 
leave the gate and it’s time to run,” said 
trainer George Weaver. “I didn’t know 
what to expect. If somebody offered it 
to me I would have booked the money 
that was bet on him, but he jumped up 
and ran big. He’s always been a bit on 
the lazy side so it was hard to gauge 
whether or not he could run at all.”

Now they know.
– Dan McDonough

Monday –
 Continued from page 26
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Beverly's is back  
in the saddle again  

rounding our  
25th year of good cookin'

Beverly’s Eatery 
 256 Milton Ave.

Ballston Spa, NY  518 885.2848. 
Open daily 7 - 2  

for breakfast and lunch.

Monday August 18.
FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M
5 Syros J. Doyle $10.40 $4.40 $4.30
8 Harrods Creek S. Pateman  $5.90 $4.60
3 Umbraggio R. Walsh   $6.00
B Gelding 2008, by Dynaformer - Meridiana (GER) by Lomitas (GB)
Owner: Johnston, Jr., Mrs. S., K.. Trainer: Jack Fisher. 
Breeder: Jon Kelly & Sarah Kelly (KY). Time: 4:31.79
Exacta (5-8), $65.50; Superfecta (5-8-3-1), $1,866.00; Trifecta (5-8-
3), $715.00

SECOND $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
5 One More Chief M. Franco $8.90 $4.50 $2.60
6 Invocation J. Rosario  $3.60 $2.40
3 Cosmic Coincidence C. Velasquez   $2.20
Dk B/ Br G 2010, by Chief Seattle - No More Flags by Personal Flag
Owner: Hooper, S., Albrecht, T., Mann, T., Lazarus, S. and Smirlock, 
D.. Trainer: James Ferraro. Breeder: Susanne Hooper, James Hooper, 
ThomasAlbrecht & Darley Stud (NY). Late Scratches: Go to the Net
Claimed: One More Chief claimed by Island Wind Racing for $16,000, 
Invocation claimed by Class Personified Stable for $16,000, Cosmic 
Coincidence claimed by Piser, Donald H. for $16,000. Time: 1:16.70
Daily Double (5-5), $53.00; Exacta (5-6), $25.20; Quinella (5-6), 
$13.60; Superfecta (5-6-3-1), $155.40; Trifecta (5-6-3), $40.60

THIRD $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
3 Cyclogenisis C. Lanerie $8.90 $3.50 $3.10
6 Battle Red J. Velazquez  $3.30 $3.10
5 Majestico R. Maragh   $7.70
Gr/ro Colt 2012, by Stormy Atlantic - Mighty Renee by Maria’s Mon
Owner: Schera, Matthew. Trainer: George Weaver. 
Breeder: Sierra Farm (KY). Late Scratches: Hooligan, First Down                 
Time: 1:02.06
Daily Double (5-3), $38.80; Exacta (3-6), $33.00; Superfecta (3-6-5-
8), $3,652.00; Trifecta (3-6-5), $536.00; Pic 3 (5-5-3), $279.00

FOURTH $50,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Bobby Jo I. Ortiz, Jr. $6.30 $3.70 $2.40
5 Swakopmund L. Mejias  $11.60 $4.40
7 Very Cherry Candy C. Velasquez   $2.30
Dk B/ Br Mare 2009, by Bob and John - Pyrenee by Mt. Livermore
Owner: Dubb, Michael, Bethlehem Stables LLC and Aisquith, Gary. 
Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. Breeder: Gardiner Farms Limited (ON).
Late Scratches: Precious Franca
Claimed: Bobby Jo claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $25,000, Swa-
kopmund claimed by Winning Move Stable for $25,000, Very Cherry 
Candy claimed by Iadisernia, Giuseppe for $25,000, Penthouse Party 
claimed by Happy Dreams Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:24.63
Daily Double (3-1), $30.00; Exacta (1-5), $74.00; Quinella (1-5), 
$43.20; Superfecta (1-5-7-6), $567.00; Trifecta (1-5-7), $172.50; Con-
solation Double (3-4), $8.80; Pic 3 (5-3-1), $90.50;  (5-3-4), $28.80

FIFTH $45,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
9 Boss Man J. Alvarado $5.50 $3.60 $2.40
3 Dividend I. Ortiz, Jr.  $7.20 $3.80
4 Are We Not Men J. Rosario   $2.70
Ch Gelding 2010, by English Channel - Jenny Joy by Acceptable
Owner: Kinsman Stable. Trainer: William Mott. Breeder: Kinsman Farm 
(FL). Late Scratches: Bold Runner, C’S Smart Strike, Coviello, Cairo 
County. Claimed: Are We Not Men claimed by Toscano, Robert for 
$40,000, Global Slowdown claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah 
K. for $40,000, Inca Saint claimed by Dubb, Michael for $40,000, Dou-
ble Whammy claimed by Jacobson, David for $40,000. Time: 1:49.09
Daily Double (1-9), $18.60; Exacta (9-3), $37.00; Superfecta (9-3-4-
11), $314.00; Trifecta (9-3-4), $88.50; Pic 3 (3-1-9), $111.50;  (3-4-
9), $31.80

SIXTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
5 Devilish Love J. Velazquez $7.30 $3.10 $2.90
3 (dh)Corporate Culture J. Rosario  $2.40 $2.80
7 (dh)Strike Charmer I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.20 $3.50
Gr/ro Filly 2010, by Not For Love - Cozinneta by Cozzene
Owner: Imbesi, Joseph, M.. Trainer: Anthony Dutrow. 
Breeder: Sycamore Hall Farm, LLC (PA).
Late Scratches: La Madrina, Madre Ditutticapi, Wild About Irene
Claimed: Corporate Culture claimed by Patton, Bradley E. for $62,500
Time: 1:34.79
Daily Double (9-5), $24.20; Exacta (5-3), $14.00; Exacta (5-7), $22.00; 
Superfecta (5-3-7-6), $244.00; Superfecta (5-7-3-6), $318.00; Trifec-
ta (5-3-7), $55.00; Trifecta (5-7-3), $64.00; Pic 3 (1-9-5), $55.50; Pic 
4 (3-1-1/9/10/13/14-1/2/5/9), $674.00; Pic 5 (5-3-1-1/9/10/13/14-
1/2/5/9), $2,708.00

SEVENTH $55,000, STARTERS ALLOW $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
7 Dyker Beach J. Castellano $4.30 $2.60 $2.20
5 Tony B L. Saez  $4.10 $3.10
3 Brendan G I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.70
B Gelding 2010, by Curlin - Favorite Feather by Capote
Owner: Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Hermitage Farm LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Frame            Time: 1:10.82
Daily Double (5-7), $17.60; Exacta (7-5), $16.40; Superfecta (7-5-3-
4), $130.50; Trifecta (7-5-3), $50.00; Pic 3 (9-5-7), $42.40

EIGHTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
2 St. Albans Boy A. Serpa $45.20 $12.80 $6.50
9 Pyrite Mountain J. Castellano  $3.50 $2.90
7 Artic North J. Lezcano   $8.20
B Gelding 2010, by Giant’s Causeway - Rose Diamond by Diamond 
Shoal (GB)
Owner: Hare Forest Farm. Trainer: Kelly Rubley. 
Breeder: Anne Wrenn Poulson & Hare Forest Farm,LTD. (KY).
Late Scratches: Away Game, Gotham News, Top Striker, Global Ex-
press. Time: 2:14.31
Daily Double (7-2), $138.50; Exacta (2-9), $255.50; Superfecta (2-9-
7-1), $5,694.00; Trifecta (2-9-7), $1,905.00; Pic 3 (5-7-2), $480.00

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - SUMMER COLONY S., 3 & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Endless Chatter J. Rosario $5.30 $3.00 $2.50
6 Ambusher B. Hernandez, Jr.  $3.50 $2.80
2 Zucchini Flower I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.80
B Filly 2010, by First Samurai - Orate by A.P. Indy
Owner: Alpha Delta Stables. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Claiborne Farm (KY). Time: 1:51.40
Daily Double (2-1), $190.50; Exacta (1-6), $19.80; Superfecta (1-6-2-
3), $184.50; Trifecta (1-6-2), $44.80; Pic 3 (7-2-1), $359.50; Place Pix 
Nine (3/5/7-3/5/7-2/7/9-1), $25.40

TENTH $54,000 MDN CLM. INNER TURF. 1M
6 Loves Last Chance R. Maragh 13.40 6.30 3.80
1  In Speight Ofitall E. Prado  9.40 5.30
7 Wall Street Kitten J. Castellano   5.30
B. g. 2011, Not For Love-Tenski, Polish Numbers. 
O: Richard Golden. T: Graham Motion. B: Sycamore Hall Farm (MD).
Daily Double (1-6) $48. Exacta (6-1) $112. Trifecta (6-1-7) $960. Su-
perfecta (6-1-7-5) $3,370. Pick 3 (2-1-6) $1,991. Pick 4 (1/7-2-1-6) 
$4,892. Pick 6: 1/9/10/13/14-1/2/5/9-1/7-2-1-6 (6 correct) $20,104. 
Pick 6 (5 correct) $142.50.

Attendance: 25,335. On Track Handle: 2,750,003
Inter-State Handle: 7,024,442

Copyright 2014 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

MONDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS
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 MONDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY DAVE HARMON
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Travers 
Stakes
Field

145th running. 
Saturday, Aug. 23. 

Purse $1.25 million. 

1. Commanding Curve ....Dallas Stewart ............Shaun Bridgmohan .15-1 

2. Bayern .........................Bob Baffert .................Martin Garcia ............2-1

3. Charge Now ................Bill Mott .....................Junior Alvarado ......15-1

4. V. E. Day ......................Jimmy Jerkens ...........Javier Castellano .....15-1

5. Viva Majorca ...............Ian Wilkes ..................Julien Leparoux ......20-1

6. Tonalist .......................Christophe Clement ....Joel Rosario..............3-1

7. Wicked Strong ............Jimmy Jerkens ...........Rajiv Maragh ............7-2

8. Kid Cruz ......................Linda Rice .................. Irad Ortiz Jr. ............12-1

9. Ulanbator ....................Ian Wilkes ..................Brian Hernandez Jr .30-1

10. Mr Speaker ...............Shug McGaughey .......Jose Lezcano ..........10-1

Travers Stakes post positions with trainer, jockey and morning-line odds:
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Eddie Graham faced a tough decision. Agonizing, 
really. Go for the bigger purse, smaller but tough-
er field or smaller purse, weaker but bigger field? 
Graham’s horse was thriving, tuned like a Gibson 
Guitar. Graham conferred with his owners. Talked 
to racing secretaries. Quizzed friends. Called confi-
dants. Finally, he made the decision. Run Aitcheson 
Lane in the 3-mile maiden timber at Willowdale. It 
worked, he won. 

Fifteen years later, the trainer faced another 
tough decision. Bigger purse, smaller but tougher 
field. Smaller purse, longer distance, weaker but 
bigger field. Middle of the three purse options, pro-
jected bigger field. Again, the horse was flourishing. 
Graham studied the form, checked with stakes co-
ordinators, called owners, texted confidants. The 
Arlington Million, the Arlington St. Leger or the 
Sword Dancer?  Finally, he made the call. 

“I went with my gut,” Graham texted. 
Graham chose the Arlington Million. Taking on 

last year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf winner Magician, last 
year’s Arlington Million winner Real Solution and 
four other established turf stars, Graham gathered 
his friends – trainer Brianne Slater, jump jockey 
Jody Petty, van driver Keith Cooper – and went west 
with Andrew Bentley’s Hardest Core. 

In the story of the year, Hardest Core blew past 
Magician to win Graham’s biggest race. Biggest 
race by $950,000 in purse money and by annals of 
history. Our friend from Chester County, Pa. won 
the Arlington Million. The Grade 1 Arlington Mil-
lion. An assistant trainer for Bruce Miller and other 
steeplechase trainers, Graham went out on his own 
somewhere around the time of Aitcheson Lane and 
has trained a small string of horses – mostly jumpers 
– off the farm, eking out a living while doing all the 
work himself. Graham’s wife Wendi works in the 
Parx racing office, they have two kids and survive 
on a few loyal clients and a stout work ethic. 

Former trainer Rusty Carrier and Graham picked 
out Hardest Core at Keeneland November last year. 
The accomplished 3-year-old on the turf for Kiaran 
McLaughlin did not come cheaply. Greg Bentley 
purchased the son of Hard Spun for $210,000 and 
gave him to his 30-year-old son Andrew for a birth-
day present. Don’t for a minute think, ‘spoiled brat 
gets a $210,000 horse for his birthday.’ Andrew 
was born with Down’s Syndrome. He’s been a loyal 
steeplechase fan from Day 1. After years of going 
racing, my brother Joe and I came to a conclusion 
one day, “Andrew Bentley is the smartest, friend-
liest, most likeable guy at the races.” You see him 
and you smile. 

When perusing the results from the sale, I saw 
Bentley’s name next to Hardest Core. Knowing Ed-
die trained for Bentley, my first thought was, ‘Man, 
I hope Eddie gets to train that horse.’

I texted him at 7:28 on Nov. 14. 
“Hope you get to train him!”
Thirty-nine minutes later, Graham responded.
Do you mean Hardest Core?
“What you got another one? Nice horse.”
I loved him…I met Rusty there and we got him…I 

won’t be sleeping much when he’s in training…lol.
“He’s a stunning horse.”
Don’t you think there is still something there for 

the flat…before fences.
“Absolutely.” 
It’s a dream for me…cross your fingers.
After arriving at Graham’s barn in Pennsylvania, 

Hardest Core was gelded. Days later his intestines 
fell through the incision. New Bolton Center gave 
him a 30 percent chance of living. 

Living? He was knocking his feed tub off the wall 
three days later. By February, he was about to go 
back to work. “How’s your horse?”

He should be okay for spring…I’m starting him 
up in March. I hope. 

By June, Hardest Core returned to the entries in 
an allowance race at Parx. “Good luck tomorrow.” 

Thanks. I think he will need it. 
He won. Then won again, taking the Cape Hen-

lopen at Delaware Park.
By August, the texts turned to Saratoga. 
They invited me to Sword Dancer. I don’t want 

to look like a dumb ass. He never came out of feed 
tub.

“Go with your gut.”
Maiden hurdle at Shawan Downs.
“Don’t go with your gut.”
I knew you would like that…lol.
Next came emails with past performances for the 

three races, followed by texts of observations, opin-
ions and instincts.

Graham texted his decision: I went with my gut. 
(Editor’s note, I told him to run in the Sword Danc-
er). His gut told him Arlington Million. His skill 
and Hardest Core’s talent won it. 

Greg Bentley, his wife Caroline, Andrew and 
Carrier handed an opportunity to Graham. The ca-
pable horse trainer took it, training a quality horse 
off God’s gift of rolling hills in Chester County, Pa. 
and won the Grade 1 Arlington Million, joining the 
likes of Ron McAnally and John Henry, Charlie 
Whittingham and Perrault and so many other great 
horses and great trainers. 

Coming back on Aitcheson Lane, 15 years ago, 
Graham stood with his hands on his hips, smiling 
like he won the lottery. The first thing he did was 
walk up and hug the horse. Fifteen years later, Gra-
ham won the Arlington Million and again, it was 
about the horse. 

They said a loaded gun goes off in anybody’s 
hand. Perhaps. Graham got his first loaded gun and 
won the Arlington Million with it. Proving yet again 
there are horsemen out there you don’t know but 
probably should.

cupofcoffee Gut Call
BY SEAN CLANCY
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Saratoga’s
Best Bets

Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Radwan, Brown & Company psc

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

certified public accountants

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com
(859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

-Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

139 UNION AVENUE
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY

518.871.1473
THEBROOKTAVERN.COM

Saratoga Glen Farm
QUALITY NEW YORK BREDS

www.saratogaglenfarm.com
Ph: (518) 423-2820 



Inquiries to Joe or John McMahon / 180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY  12866
(518) 587-3426 / office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Registered NY-Breds
Selling at OBS Aug. 26 - 28

Barn 13            

Go South for theWinners
  25  C     Here Comes Ben - Bee in a Bonnet                           

  38  C     Here Comes Ben - Brassy Shirley                

146  F     Freud - Lindsay’s Point  

162  F     Here Comes Ben - Milliondollarsmile      

252  F     Langfuhr - Truly Charming           

520  C     Here Comes Ben - E. Queen       

682  F     Utopia (JPN) - Lemme  

748  C     Here Comes Ben - Moonwalk Beauty    

808  F     Catienus - Perfect Design            

840  C     Utopia (JPN)- Private Escort         

885  F     Here Comes Ben - Rock Hall Honey         

898  C     Here Comes Ben - Ryann Rocks                  

913  C     Here Comes Ben - Sassy Splash                  

997  C     Utopia (JPN) - Sydney’s Lexington

McMahon OBS Sale grad 
EFFIE TRINKET 

($546,820, 4XSW/MGSP)


