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here&there... at Saratoga

Dave Harmon Shorting (er, Starting) Lineup. The jockey basketball team gets introduced at Wednesday night’s charity game. See article 
page 44.

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga

Writer 1: “Hey, how do you spell hemorrhage?”
Writer 2: “G…o…o…g…l…e.”

“Go with the sure thing, bet on the jockey in white pants.”
NYRA’s Richard Migliore, on his advice to fans

“My mommy’s at work, I want to go home.”
Independence School 3-year-old’s comment 

after Migliore gave a racing presentation Thursday morning

“Now I really feel like Jonathan Sheppard.”
Trainer Jack Fisher, 

after winning his third consecutive steeplechase at the meet

“This is too much. Can you believe it?”
Owner Andre Brewster, after collecting his second win 
 at the meet Thursday;he came in 0-for-14 on the year

“All I said was, ‘This game’s starting to feel like a steeplechase race.’ It was 
starting to drag on a little.”

NYRA’s Mitch Levites, 
called out on his jockey/trainer basketball narration Wednesday night

“I think he used two hands though.”
The Speical’s Jack Clancy, in response to a  

“He lasted eight seconds” comment about Junior Alvarado’s  
wild pre-race ride aboard Miss Narcissist Thursday

“It’s hard to get in the Hall of Fame being from the Midwest.”
Retired agent Jerry Hissam, 

who booked mounts for Calvin Borel for 22 years

“I haven’t had the chance to haze him yet, but he does come up to me after 
the races sometimes with the American flag, red, white and blue shades 
on.”

Chad Brown on The Special’s Ryan Martin

“Seventy-nine degrees. Cool breeze coming off the ocean. Sitting on the 
balcony, I can see the water from here. You wouldn’t leave.”

Jockey Mike Smith, about life in California

“My man. One of my favorite dudes.”
Smith, when asked about Lure being inducted into the Hall of Fame

“Are you Tom Law?”
A Special reader to Bob Giordano, who is definitely not Tom Law

“Red light. Green light.”
Exercise rider, on a busy morning on the Oklahoma

Richard Hutchinson: “Where am I? Saratoga.”
Sheila Fisher: “If it’s Thursday, you’re in Saratoga.”

“Haven’t you ever heard of a moving screen?”
Trainer Todd Pletcher to jockey Rajiv Maragh, who was still trying to 

call a foul on Pletcher, a day after the charity basketball game

“We’re thinking of the NBA.”
Jocks’ agent James Riccio, with two jockeys in his golf cart Thursday 

“I’m sweating from all the caffeine.”
Gabby Gaudet, writing her final article for The Special 

(look for her on HRTV next week)
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here&there... Continued from 
previous page

Dave HarmonNo Defense. Javier Castellano crosses up trainer Mark Hennig with an Iverson-like 
move. See article page 44.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

www.brookledge.com
HORSE TRANSPORTATION800-523-8143

“Look at the Bernard Baruch, I come from last.  
They all thought, ‘Lure is going to get hooked today.’  

I just bottled him a little leaving there, they were all in front  
of him and he settled in right behind them, the same turn  

of foot that he had leaving the gate, he showed at the  
eighth pole, he shot by them, it was crazy.”

– Mike Smith, about Hall of Fame inductee Lure

NAMES OF THE DAY

BY THE NUMBERS

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY

State Flag, third race. The 4-year-old is out of Salute.

Cytherean, 10th race. The 4-year-old colt is out of Venusberg. His name is an adjective 
meaning of her pertaining to Venus.

HERE, New York. Do they have another car sporting THERE?

1: Win by siblings Upward (fifth at Saratoga Wednesday) and Take Her Tothe Top (steeplechase 
stakes win Thursday) this week. They’re out of Upward and were bred by Colts Neck Stable, Weisbord 
and Etkin.

1: New York-bred sales catalogue in the middle of Nelson Avenue Thursday afternoon.

3: Wins in five days by Busted Tycoon at Ireland’s Galway Festival. She won a 2-mile flat race July 30, 
repeated that effort at the same trip Aug. 3 and then scored over hurdles – again going 2 miles – Aug. 
4. And people say the breed is weak.

HAVRE DE GRACE
2011 American Horse of the Year

NEVER RETREAT
2011 Canadian Horse of the Year

nicoma

An affiliate ofnicoma�com
Headley Bell, cell: 859-221-5108 Price Bell, cell: 859-321-5117  

We welcome a conversation to discuss your program …

The Chief... Day 18

The New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337  | visit us on Facebook

- Trainer Allen Jerkens

“When I first came to Aqueduct, there was a farm on both sides of the 
track. 1945. I used to have to take the train from my house, then take 
the bus and I’d be walking in at 10 after 6, they’d say, ‘Where the hell do 
you work, the bank?’ I had been up for three hours just to get there. Then 
I got a room at the track.”
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Stop and think for a few minutes 
today about a favorite horse. One you 
trained, rode, followed. Good memo-
ries, right? Insert into the mental picture 
a few friends from your youth, from the 
days when life was literally in front of 
you and you saw the world a little dif-
ferently, a little more purely, and sud-
denly those memories get even better. 

Those kinds of memories are any-
thing but fantasy for three women asso-
ciated with Housebuster, the two-time 
champion sprinter who enters the Hall 
of Fame today. The memories are reali-
ty for Mary Jane Howell, Annie Allman 
and Wendy Moon.

They looked after, rode, trained, 
groomed and gave Housebuster plenty 
of love and attention before he head-
ed off to a rare career at the racetrack 
that saw more highs than lows, more 
wins than losses. Housebuster himself 

is gone, dying at age 18 in 2005 after 
a stud career that meandered to Ken-
tucky, Japan, West Virginia, New Zea-
land, Argentina and ultimately Virginia. 
Howell, Allman and Moon are here in 
Saratoga though, to celebrate with oth-
ers associated with Housebuster when 
he is inducted into the Hall of Fame to-
day.Barbara Livingston

Housebuster warms up before a race in 1990. 

Gift of  
a Lifetime

New Hall of Famer Housebuster 
brings, keeps old friends together

BY TOM LAW HALL OF FAME 2013

2013 Induction Ceremony
When: Today, 10:30 a.m.
Where: Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavilion, East Ave.
Honorees: Jockey Calvin Borel and horses 
Housebuster, Invasor, Lure, McDynamo and 
Tuscalee.

Bios of the honorees appear 
on pages 6-12 and 32-42

See HOUSEBUSTER page 6 
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Before You Buy, Feast Your Eye
Quality New York-bred yearlings selling at the New York Preferred Yearling Sale 

Fasig-Tipton Saratoga • August 10 & 11 • Barn 7A

Hip 202. Read The Footnotes Filly 
Half-sister to four winners including  

G1 winner Unbridled Command.
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Hip 386. Stormy Atlantic Filly 
Out of stakes-placed winner of more than $299K.  

From family of Japanese G1 winner A Shin Forward.

Hip 477. Tiz Wonderful Colt 
Out of half-sister to stakes-winning 

stakes producer Aces. 

Hip 486. More Than Ready Filly 
Half-sister to stakes winner Zow, stakes-placed  
Hysterical Cat; out of G3-placed stakes winner.

Hip 237. Congrats Filly 
From the family of Mine Tonight,  

Pooska Hill, Ouchy Night, etc.

Hip 242. City Zip Colt  
Out of allowance winning half-sister to stakes  

winners Pooska Hill and Minetonightsfirst.

The trio are guests of Robert Levy, 
who owned Housebuster through his 
Eclipse Award-winning seasons in 
1990 and 1991 and employed the three 
20-somethings back in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s in the early days of his Muir-
field East in Chesapeake City, Md. The 
group celebrated early, gathering Thurs-
day night at Sperry’s along with Levy and 
his wife, TRA President Chris Scherf and 
his wife, and Francis and Barbara Van-
langendonck, who managed Levy’s racing 
stable. 

“Mr. Levy called Annie, I think it was 
Derby Day, and I was sort of in and out 
doing things and getting ready for a Der-
by party,” said Howell, the longtime pub-
lic relations director for Dogwood Stables 
who has decreased that role as she works 
on a young adult novel about a girl and 
a horse. “She said, ‘I know you’re busy 
writing and other stuff, but you have to 
clear your calendar and you have to be 
in Saratoga on August 9 because our boy 
Housebuster is getting into the Hall of 
Fame.”

Howell did clear her calendar and arrived in town 
Thursday after trekking from Aiken, S.C., and spend-
ing some time with family in Germantown, about 75 
miles south of Saratoga. Allman, who runs a consult-
ing firm after a longtime association with the Harrah’s 
gaming company, and Moon, whose career includes 
stints as a journalist, farm manager, executive with 
charitable organizations and ultimately her own ac-
counting business, drove up together Thursday.

“I just think this is so special, Mr. Levy and House-
buster touched our lives and we are all still friends,” 
Howell said. “I had my 50th birthday party and we 

went up to Kentucky to have it, at Old Friends. Annie 
came up, Wendy came, and it was great. We’ve always 
kept in touch with each other and we’ll be there [Fri-
day], together, the way it started.”

Bred in Kentucky by Murphy Stable and Levy’s 
mother, Blanche Levy, Housebuster got his early les-
sons Muirfield as a yearling and 2-year-old. Moon 
was the farm manager, Howell was the Mt. Livermore 
colt’s groom and Allman rode the dark bay out of the 
Great Above mare Big Dreams.

The three came from different backgrounds and dif-
ferent parts of the country. Howell from upstate New 
York, Allman from Alaska and Moon from South-
ern California. Housebuster was in one of the early 

groups of yearlings broken and trained at 
Muirfield. 

“The neatest thing about it all was 
that Mr. Levy didn’t just create a farm, 
he created a family,” Allman said. “My 
family was off in Alaska and I didn’t have 
anybody around there. Mary Jane, Wen-
dy and an older couple that worked at the 
farm, they really were my family through-
out my 20s.

“It was a lot of fun. I had gotten out of 
college and wanted to work with horses. I 
spent one summer on the track, then went 
to work at Muirfield. I was supposed to 
be the farm secretary, with a big fancy 
University of Pennsylvania degree, and I 
think I was the third person hired. The 
farm then was 300 acres of undeveloped 
property, so I built fences, banged nails, 
mucked stalls and finally talked my way 
into getting on some horses.”

One of the group was Housebuster. 
The three friends all remember House-

buster as a young horse in similar ways. 
Good in the stall, good out of the stall, 

quiet under tack. 
“He was a super nice colt,” Allman 

said. “I understand once he got to the 
track he got tough and aggressive, but 
when he was young he was very smart, 

very quiet. One thing I do remember is I think we had 
an odd number for the sets to be right and a bunch of 
times I’d get on him toward the end, Mary Jane would 
eat her lunch, and I’d go hack him around and do 
what I needed to do with him.”

Moon was the first to ride the colt and remembers 
the ride well.

“I’ll never forget it. I get on his back and he kind of 
looked at me like ‘OK, What?’ What do you want to 
do?” Moon said. “He never made a wrong step. We 
used him like a pony horse. Put him in the lead and 

Housebuster –
 Continued from page 5

National Museum of Racing
Housebuster rolls to the finish of the King’s Bishop in 1990.

See HOUSEBUSTER page 9 
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What Makes 
A Great Stallion?

Barbara Livingston

Contact us about our powerful breeding programs 
available for 2014 • www.dormellitostud.com
Antonio Francesco (917) 684-9799
SIMMARD • Dixieland Band – Dibs, by Spectacular Bid  
2013 Fee: $2,800 • The only Graded-Stakes-Winning son  
of  DIXIELAND BAND available to breeders!

Breed for Speed, Stamina and Lasting Power

Breed for the  
Triple Crown

Simmard descends from the powerful 
Knight’s Daughter female line, 

from which great stallions have come:

For the last 20 years or so, American breeders 
have been strongly averse to foreign-raced horses 
and American turf horses as breeding prospects. 
Perhaps the success of Animal Kingdom, neither 
of whose parents ever won on dirt, will help 
correct the somewhat irrational bias against grass 
runners that has rather warped the American 
breeding scene for the last two decades.

– Pedigree expert John Sparkman

Round Table 
Tell 

HalpeRn bay 
blade

envoy 
Robellino 

pulpiT 
Tale of THe CaT 

JoHannesbuRg 
TeuflesbeRg

A great female line. 

Horses raced only on turf have produced top American dirt horses for centuries.
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let everybody follow what Housebuster 
was going to do.

Howell remembers lunchtime, too, 
sometimes spent in the company of the 
would-be Hall of Famer. 

“He never flipped an ear wrong,” she 
said. “He was so good you could even 
use him to pony all the other yearlings 
and we did. We had big stalls that were 
bedded down with straw and he always 
laid down. I remember Mr. Johnson 
[her former boss, Hall of Fame trainer 
P.G.] saying that’s a good sign. When it 
was time to rest he rested. You might 
have thought he was lazy because he 
was always down. 

“He was very personable. I nev-
er went home for lunch. On not great 
days, say rainy or cold days, he would 
lie down in the stall. You could curl up 
with a book and your lunch right there 
with him. He loved that. He wanted to 
be in your pocket, part of your life.”

 Housebuster became part of their 
lives and if they weren’t fortunate to 
travel to any of Housebuster’s races 
from 1989 to 1991, they gathered in an 
office at the farm and watched him on 
television. The era was pre-simulcast-
ing, or at least nothing like it is today, 
but the farm was able to show races due 
to Levy’s ties to the racing industry as 
an executive and chairman of Atlantic 
City Race Course. 

The farm all but shut down when 
Housebuster raced. Large groups gath-
ered and more often than not House-

buster left them in a good mood. He 
won 15 of 22 career starts, racing on 
or just off the lead, raw speed. Quar-
ter-mile splits under 22 seconds, half-
mile splits between 44 and 45. 

Housebuster won two of three as a 
2-year-old, including the Morven Breed-
ers’ Cup at the Meadowlands under the 
care of Ron Benshof. He was sent to 
eventual Hall of Famer Jimmy Croll af-
ter that season and he won his first six 
starts at 3, including a win over eventu-
al Preakness winner Summer Squall in 
the Grade 3 Swale at Gulfstream. The 
win streak ended when he was second, 
beaten only a neck by eventual Horse 
of the Year Criminal Type and 1 1/2 
lengths ahead of Easy Goer, against 
elders in the Metropolitan Handicap. 
Housebuster rattled off three straight 
wins after that before finishing off the 
board in the Grade 1 Vosburgh. 

Levy said that Housebuster could 
have stretched his speed and run well 
going long, but that he didn’t want to 
be simply effective. He brought him 
back for a 4-year-old campaign with a 
goal in mind.

“I said why not try to be champion 
sprinter back-to-back, that hadn’t been 
done since Polynesian,” Levy said of the 
sire of Native Dancer, who was named 
to such honors in 1946 and 1947. 

Housebuster won four of eight at 4, 
including the Grade 1 Carter over even-
tual Horse of the Year Black Tie Affair. 
Levy recalled that as one of, if not the, 
best race Housebuster ran. The colt lat-
er won the Vosburgh before suffering 
an injury when ninth as the 2-5 favorite 
in the Breeders’ Cup Sprint at Churchill 
Downs. He retired to Jonabell Farm in 
Lexington and stood his first season in 
1992.

“The next time I saw him when 
he wasn’t racing was one time when 
we were in Lexington for the sales at 
Keeneland and Fasig-Tipton,” Howell 

said. “Wendy and I had flown up and 
I thought we would drive to the sales 
grounds from the airport. We’re driv-
ing along and we ended up turning on 
the road where Darley is now, but then 
it was Jonabell, where Housebuster 
stood. We went to the farm and there 
he was. Standing there. She said to me, 
‘I thought you’d want to see how your 
boy has grown up.’ 

“I grew up around cattle and Quar-
ter Horses out in Southern California, 
so I was familiar with animals, but none 
like him,” Moon said. “There’s just 
some horses, once you’re around them 
enough, you just realize that they are 
going to make an impact and you know 
they’re going to be really really special. 
Housebuster was one of those horses.”

Housebuster –
 Continued from page 6

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 

Licensed New York and New Jersey

Attorney and Counselor at Law

Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.
Sallee Horse 

Transport
1-800-967-8267
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Conveniently located 10 minutes from the Kingston/Rhinecliff Bridge

26 Losee Lane, Rhinebeck, New York 12572
Tel (845) 876-7085 • Fax (845) 876-8611 • www.rhinebeckequine.com

90 

87 

SaratogaSaratoga

Rhinebeck 
Equine 
Rhinebeck 
Equine 

NYC NYC 

Our specialists provide the 
medical and surgical services 

your horse needs

24 HOURS A DAY
7 DAYS A WEEK

365 DAYS A YEAR

Laura H. Javsicas, VMD, DACVIM
Shannon J. Murray, DVM, DACVS

James N. Nutt, VMD, DACVS

When your horse needs help...

Kiaran McGlaughlin sat in the driv-
er’s seat of his golf cart early Thurs-
day morning, tucked between the trees 
next to the Morning Line Kitchen. Un-
der his blue Shadwell hat, he peered at 
the Saratoga main track, his eyes fol-
lowing each horse. His attention broke 
occasionally as passers-by congratu-
lated him on Invasor’s induction into 
the Hall of Fame. He replied each time 
with a humble smile, a slight nod of his 
head and a warm “thank you.”

“It’s very exciting,” McGlaughlin 
said. “I think it’s actually the first horse 
to be inducted for the Maktoum fam-
ily. So it’s really a neat thing to be in-
volved in. It was great to work for the 
Maktoums. It still is—20 years now. It 
doesn’t get much better than this.”

The Argentina-bred Invasor began 
his career in Uruguay for trainer Ani-
bal San Martin. The bay colt broke his 
maiden in his first start at the Uruguay 
track Maronas in February 2005 and 
from there began to make history. That 
same year, Invasor, won all three legs 
of the Uruguayan Triple Crown and 
earned the title of Uruguayan Horse of 

The Year. Needless to say, he attracted 
much attention, including the atten-
tion of Sheikh Hamdan bin Rashid al 
Maktoum’s Shadwell Stables team.

“Somebody from Shadwell went 
over from Dubai to look at endurance 
horses and they wanted to see this 
horse,” said McLaughlin. “He liked 
the horse and Sheikh Maktoum talked 
to Rick [Nichols]. Rick OK’d the deci-
sion and they went over and purchased 
him.”

Thus began the true test of Invasor’s 
talent. He made his first start outside 
of Uruguay in the U.A.E. Derby in 
March 2006. When he finished fourth 
behind winner Discreet Cat, the ques-
tion arose—How good was he?

“He came in and we weren’t sure at 
all what he was going to be like,” said 
McGlaughlin. “He trained well but we 
didn’t have any idea what we had. It 
wasn’t until the Pimlico Special that we 
said ‘wow.’ ”

Invasor dominated that Grade 1 on 
Preakness Day before going on to win 
his next five starts: the Grade 1 Sub-

urban, Whitney, Breeders’ Cup Classic, 
Donn Hanicap and Dubai World Cup.

McGlaughlin put the cart into gear 
and headed toward the starting gate in 
the chute to watch a set of his horses 
about to train. Trish McGlaughlin, Ki-
aran’s sister-in-law, hopped on to the 
back of the golf cart. The topic of In-
vasor immediately made her eyes light 
up. She didn’t need to say a word, the 
expression on her face told a story: She 
had a special place in her heart for the 
champion. Her license plate even reads 
INVASOR.

“That horse was very special to 
me and there will never be another 
like him,” said Trish. “I rubbed him. 
I normally take horses off the race-

track and re-school them but I didn’t 
have a horse in Florida that season 
and his groom went back to Mexico 
so my foreman and I really got to love 
the horse. [Invasor] and I really liked 
each other, so I said, ‘You know what, 
I’m going to rub him,’ and so I rubbed 
him before the Donn Handicap and the 
Dubai World Cup.”

Leading up to the Donn at Gulfst-
ream Park, Trish and Invasor spent an 
hour every day together. It gave her 
time to enjoy the horse’s company and 
gave him time to unwind.

“I told everyone,” said Trish. “Just 
leave me alone from 9 o’clock in the 

Tod Marks
Invasor (2) wins the Whitney in a Thriller.

Special Horse
Invasor blazed way to Hall  
for Shadwell, McLaughlin team

BY GABBY GAUDET HALL OF FAME 2013

See INVASOR page 12 



the saratoga special 11Friday, august 9, 2013

ONE SALE
Shapes the Sport.

If yOu wANt tO SuccEEd At thE GrAdE 1 LEvEL,  
why buy ANywhErE but KEENELANd SEptEmbEr?

Keeneland September has produced 22 Grade/Group 1 winners in 2013,  

with graduates starting in 45 of 50 North American Grade 1 races.

JUSTIN PHILLIP, Alfred G. Vanderbilt H. (G1) LADY OF FIFTY, Clement L. Hirsch S. (G1)

mONdAy, SEptEmbEr 9th - SAturdAy, SEptEmbEr 21St 

cAtALOG AvAILAbLE At KEENELANd.cOm
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morning until 10. Just leave me alone 
so I can look after him. And everybody 
did.”

And from then on, the duo nev-
er separated. When the time came to 
travel to the 2007 Dubai World Cup, 
Trish noticed a change in Invasor. A 
good change.

“I’ve never been so confident in my 
whole career with Kiaran as I did going 
into the World Cup,” said Trish. “Just 
from how [Invasor] was training. He 
put on like 150 pounds. I just had so 
much confidence in him. I mean any-
thing could’ve happened but I knew he 
was going to win.

“Before the World Cup, we brought 
him outside for Shiekh Hamdan to 
look at and he just stood there. He had 
dapples and he just looked like a mil-
lion dollars.”

Invasor went on to win the World 
Cup in what both Trish and Mc-
Glaughlin feel was the most trying race 
of his career. It was a race that couldn’t 
go unwatched. Turning for home Inva-
sor and Premium Tap battled head-to-
head. Invasor. Premium Tap. Invasor. 
Premium Tap. A few yards before the 
wire Invasor got his head in front and 
grew a new level of confidence. He 
floated away from his rival, adding 
distance to the gap with every stride.

“Dubai was the toughest race he 
ever ran,” said Trish. “This was a 
horse that would come back and take 
a sip of water and be cooled out. After 
the Breeders’ Cup, he took two turns, 

took a sip of water and was cooled 
out. He wasn’t even blowing, you 
wouldn’t have even known he ran. But 
the World Cup really got him. He was 
blowing, he drank a bucket of water 
and I think that’s the most horse we’ve 
ever seen.”

Invasor retired later that year in 
June with over $7.8 million in earnings 
and an 11-win record out of 12 starts. 
The pride of Shadwell stands at the 
farm in Kentucky. 

Invasor –
 Continued from page 10

Dave Harmon
Hall of Famer Invasor at Saratoga.
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Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Notacatbutallama

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .

Todd Pletcher knows very well what 
can happen if Rydilluc gets things his own 
way on the lead and it doesn’t appear that 
he or owners Ken and Sarah Ramsey are 
about to leave that up to chance in today’s 
$200,000 National Museum of Racing 
and Hall of Fame Stakes.

Pletcher, the meet’s leading trainer by 
purses and races won and undoubtedly 
a first-ballot choice when his own name 
comes up in Hall of Fame induction con-
versations, will saddle two starters in the 
Grade 2 stakes in Grade 3 winner Nota-
catbutallama for Repole Stable and stakes 
winner Charming Kitten for the Ram-
seys. The two aren’t necessarily his insur-
ance policy though, not with the Ram-
sey-owned Get in Line, a $50,000 claim 
by Mike Maker in mid-May at Churchill 
Downs, entered in the 1 1/16-mile grass 
race. 

“This horse is in there for a reason, we 
don’t want to be in front and we don’t 
want Rydilluc to walk the dog either,” 
Pletcher said Wednesday morning when 
asked about the presence of the other 
Ramsey horse. 

Get in Line’s two career victories came 

in in maiden claiming and starter races at 
Fair Grounds before he was claimed out 
of an open race on turf at Churchill. The 
Divine Park colt showed speed in each of 
those starts and figures to keep Rydilluc 
company today. Rydilluc won the Grade 
3 Palm Beach and Penn Mile this season 
while racing with little or no pressure, and 
he nearly won the Grade 1 Blue Grass on 
synthetic that way, too. 

If a fast pace does develop, the race 
could set up for either Charming Kitten, 
who chased Rydilluc in the Palm Beach 
and Penn Mile and was an unlucky second 
in the Grade 2 Virginia Derby last time, 
or Notacatbutallma, the winner of two 
straight including the Grade 3 Hill Prince 
at Belmont. 

Pacesetter or not, Gary Contessa is con-
tent for Rydilluc to rate off the leader in 
the early going. 

“I can imagine we’ll be laying second, 
stalking the pace,” the trainer said Thurs-
day from Belmont Park, where he was 
checking on his downstate string. “But he’s 
one of those horses who can do anything 
you ask him to do. If no one wanted the 

lead, he could go to the front. He’s very 
push-button. Looking at the complexion 
of this race, I see Ramsey’s horse going to 
the front, and we’ll be laying second or 
third.”

Contessa is keeping a close eye on the 

weather forecast, which called for a fairly 
good chance of thunderstorms late Thurs-
day into Friday. The Virginia Derby was 
run on a soft course at Colonial Downs 

Tod Marks
Charming Kitten represents Todd Pletcher and Ken and Sarah Ramsey in today’s Hall of Fame 
Stakes

Pace Play
Ramsey’s Get In Line figures 
to keep early going honest

BY TOM LAW HALL OF FAME STAKES PREVIEW

See HALL OF FAME page 15 
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SELECTED YEARLINGS

August 10-11, 2013  
7:00 pm Saratoga

NY Bred Grad DAYATTHESPA-G1

NY Bred

Saratoga Springs, New York 
518.584.4700  fasigtipton.com

NY Bred Grad NOTACATBUTALLAMA-2013 GSW

NY Bred Grad AMBERJACK- 2013 SW

NY Bred Grad CAPELLADANCER-2013 SW

and the Medaglia d’Oro colt struggled, 
finishing 11 1/2 lengths back after never 
making the lead.

“If it does rain on Friday, scratching will 
be a game-time decision,” Contessa said. 

Charming Kitten finished second be-
hind Rydilluc twice before finishing sec-
ond in the July 13 Virginia Derby. The 
Kitten’s Joy colt, who bounced out of the 
1 1/4-mile race fairly quickly, got stopped 

in the stretch and still finished a head back 
of War Dancer. 

“He’s been a little bit unlucky, he shows 
up and runs hard every time, just missed 
last time, having to steady at a critical 
point in the race,” Pletcher said. “He’s 
pretty genuine, gives you a good effort ev-
ery time. I thought Charming Kitten han-

dled that ship [to Colonial Downs] really 
well. I’ve found that sometimes the Colo-
nial ship can be a tough one, the weather’s 
hot, it’s a bit of a trip . . . It can gut a horse, 
they go down there and run hard.”

Notacatbutallama won in his second 
start here last summer, beating state-breds 
then finishing fourth in the Grade 2 With 
Anticipation. The Harlan’s Holiday colt 
has competed exclusively in stakes compa-
ny since that Saratoga maiden win and his 
most recent effort was a win over fellow 
Hall of Fame entrant Balance the Books in 
the Solar Splendor Stakes July 13. 

“He touted us a little bit last year, we 

ran him back a bit quick in the With Antic-
ipation, he didn’t embarrass himself, then 
he got in a pretty good flow in the fall,” 
Pletcher said. “We gave him a little try on 
the dirt and decided he would make a nice 
turf horse for us, we gave him a little break 
over the winter. He came back and seemed 
like he needed the race at Pimlico, since 
then, he’s been very good. He’s learning 
how to finish off a race.

“He shows up every time, he tries hard, 
he’s a good-feeling horse, he bounces out 
of his races quickly and is always ready for 
more.”

Chad Brown is looking for more from 
Balance the Books, who was 1 1/2 lengths 
behind Notacatbutallama with a good fin-
ishing run last time. He also got his first 
win here last summer, winning the With 
Anticipation as a maiden and then win-
ning the Grade 3 Bourbon at Keeneland 
and finishing third in the Grade 1 Breed-

ers’ Cup Juvenile Turf at Santa Anita. Four 
losses followed, two on Polytrack in classic 
preps, before Brown got him back to the 
turf. 

Brown said he’s “scared of the rain” 
that’s in the forecast, but otherwise is anx-
ious to run the Lemon Drop Kid colt. 

“He likes Saratoga,” Brown said. “He 
ran super up here last year and is actually 
training particularly well for this.”

North Slope, who adds blinkers for 
Kiaran McLaughlin off a fifth in the So-
lar Splendor, completes the field. Battier, 
a four-time winner on dirt, is entered for 
main track only. 

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 14

Sean Clancy
Rydilluc is the morning-line favorite in the turf stakes for 3-year-olds.

Tod Marks
Notacatbutallama exits back-to-back stakes wins for Repole Stable and Todd Pletcher.



16 Friday, august 9, 2013the saratoga special

YOU enjoy 
the thrills of racing.

WE take care 
of everything else!

518 587-5550 • PartingGlassRacing.com 
73 Henry St., Saratoga Springs

Saratoga’s ORIGINAL Racing Partnership offers you the exciting opportunity to become 
PART owner of a racehorse while enjoying FULL ownership priveleges.

Schedule your personal Saratoga Backstretch Tour with Tom Gallo 
by calling our office! Experience the magic of what happens behind 
the scenes, in the barns, on the training track and at the gate.

302 545-7713 
sean@thisishorseracing.com 
riverdeestable.com

Clancy Bloodstock 
& Riverdee Stable
Eagle Poise. Winner of the Grade III 
Valedictory, second in the Grade II 
San Juan Capistrano

Mr. Hot Stuff. Winner of the 
A.P. Smithwick Memorial

Good Night Shirt. Two-time 
champion, $1,041,083 in earnings

To name a few…

302 545-7713 
sean@thisishorseracing.com 
riverdeestable.com

Friday, August 9.

1ST (1:00PM). $37,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F 
(TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Guyana Star R. Maragh R. Persaud 12-1
2   2 Acrobatic Tactic J. Espinoza C. Englehart 20-1
3   3 Uncle Southern C. Velasquez L. Rice 4-1
4   4 Miracleonbroadway A. Solis W. Turner, Jr. 20-1
5   5 Princess Millie J. Rosario W. Ward 7-2
6   6 Dissension I. Ortiz, Jr. G. Gullo 6-1
7   7 Wellspring Legacy D. Cohen D. Jacobson 5-2
8   8 Ascended Fever E. Prado D. Galluscio 12-1
9   9 Ideal Place J. Castellano C. Brown 5-1
10 MTO Talent N Passion .  R. Rodriguez 8-5

2ND (1:32PM). $37,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   5 Artemus Paperboy J. Velazquez W. Catalano 6-5
1a  8 Optionality J. Rosario M. Maker 6-5
2   1 Like a Boss I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Peebles 12-1
3   2 Acro’s Game L. Carson R. Persaud 30-1
4   3 Keyaly E. Prado G. DiSanto 12-1
5   4 Silver Shot R. Maragh R. Persaud 20-1
6   6 Slick Daddy S. Bridgmohan P. Reynolds 6-1
7   7 Start Jumping J. Ortiz M. Nevin 2-1
8   9 Joey N A. Lezcano W. Magee 10-1

3RD (2:04PM). $87,000, AOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 2M
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   2 Ea D. Cohen D. Jacobson 7-5
1a  7 So Scott J. Castellano D. Jacobson 7-5
2   1 State Flag J. Rosario M. Maker 3-1
3   3 Popplestone A. Solis J. Fisher 12-1
4   4 Kings Village A. Lezcano W. Younghans 20-1
5   5 Regal Warrior C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 2-1
6   6 Le Deluge E. Prado P. Nuesch 8-1

4TH (2:36PM). $45,000, MCL $35,000, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 L’S Escalator J. Espinoza D. Cannizzo 6-1
2   2 Saratoga Miss I. Ortiz, Jr. N. Canani 8-1
3   3 Crystal Rocket L. Saez G. Contessa 7-2
4   4 Forbidden Talent J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 2-1
5   5 Johnny Meatballs C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 4-1
6   6 Sheered R. Albarado M. Scherer 8-1
7   7 Fancy Boss A. Lezcano G. Contessa 6-1

5TH (3:08PM). $80,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   6 Ameliatheaviator J. Velazquez M. Nihei 5-1
1a  AE Anea A. Solis M. Nihei 5-1
2   1 Sweet Reason A. Solis L. Gyarmati 12-1
3   2 Handshakesnkisses D. Cohen M. Scherer 15-1
4   3 Reign E. Prado H. Motion 3-1
5   4 Best Friends J. Rosario J. Sheppard 4-1
6   5 Miss Lech J. Castellano C. Brown 5-2
7   7 Irish Tart L. Saez W. Mott 6-1
8   8 Amore Grand R. Albarado D. Romans 10-1
9   AE Lemon Point J. Alvarado W. Mott 10-1
10 AE Boom Boom Vroom J. Rosario W. Ward 2-1
11 MTO Sky Crew I. Ortiz, Jr. R. Schosberg 5-1

6TH (3:41PM). $70,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Empire Dreams J. Castellano T. Albertrani 7-2
2   2 Junger J. Alvarado J. Hertler 15-1
3   3 Free Mugatu J. Rosario J. Terranova, II 5-1
4   4 From the Point L. Saez A. Goldberg 8-1
5   5 Thug Daddy R. Maragh G. Contessa 4-1
6   6 Honor Bound C. Velasquez C. Englehart 15-1
7   7 Fox Rox P. Rodriguez M. Ferraro 2-1
8   8 Deceived A. Solis L. Gyarmati 8-1

7TH (4:14PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   4 High Heel Kitten J. Castellano C. Brown 2-1
1a  5 All Star Kitten J. Castellano C. Brown 2-1
2   1 Jazil’s Dream J. Rosario T. Albertrani 10-1
3   2 Samurai’s Honor L. Saez T. Albertrani 12-1
4   3 Duff One E. Wilson G. Contessa 4-1
5   6 Manda Moo J. Velazquez K. Nichol 10-1
6   7 Shine a Spotlight E. Prado I. Wilkes 5-1
7   8 Courtesan I. Ortiz, Jr. C. Clement 3-1
8   MTO Aldara L. Saez T. Albertrani 3-1

8TH (4:47PM). $200,000, STK - THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF RACING 
HALL OF FAME, 3 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   2 Get in Line A. Garcia M. Maker 9-5
1a  5 Charming Kitten J. Rosario T. Pletcher 9-5
2   1 Notacatbutallama J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 4-1
3   3 Rydilluc E. Prado G. Contessa 2-1
4   4 North Slope L. Saez K. McLaughlin 8-1
5   6 Balance the Books J. Castellano C. Brown 7-2
6   MTO Battier .  T. Pletcher 8-5

9TH (5:20PM). $100,000, STK - THE ALADA, 3 & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1   1 Sure Route (GB) J. Alvarado D. Gargan 20-1
2   2 Sea Island J. Lezcano C. McGaughey III 3-1
3   3 Street Secret J. Castellano C. Brown 4-1
4   4 Cash for Clunkers S. Bridgmohan R. Violette, Jr. 12-1
5   5 Moon Philly C. Velasquez M. Trombetta 6-1
6   6 And Why Not L. Saez M. Matz 6-1
7   7 Lady Cohiba I. Ortiz, Jr. C. Clement 8-1
8   8 Flashy American J. Rosario K. McPeek 5-2

10TH (5:52PM). $38,000, CLM $20,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1   1 Rover J. Ortiz J. Antonucci 20-1
2   2 Matt and Jesse R. Maragh P. Ortiz 15-1
3   3 Barzini J. Castellano M. Maker 4-1
4   4 El Season J. Velazquez J. Sheppard 7-2
5   5 Cytherean J. Lezcano M. Trombetta 5-1
6   6 Verne J. Rocco, Jr. T. Wyatt 8-1
7   7 Elder Skatesman E. Prado W. Allyn 20-1
8   8 Sam’s Buck C. Velasquez G. Weaver 3-1
9   9 In My Eyes I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Matz 5-1

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 FRIDAY’S SARATOGA ENTRIES

thisishorseracing.com
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Jonathan thomas stable
at the new Bridlewood Farm in Ocala, Florida 

• Breaking and Training •
• Bloodstock •

• Freshening older horses •
Selected and purchased graded stakeswinner Notacatbutallama 

Program graduates: 50% winners, 75% in the money in 2013 

516-732-8418 • jtstablesllc@gmail.com
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T H E  E X C I T E M E N T

STARTS HERE!

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

SAM HUFF - CEO • CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

Saturday, October 19, 2013
Post Time 7:15 pm

At

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports, Comcast & HRTV

      

Robert Rosenthal admits that he knows ev-
erything about his horses, yet suddenly and 
perplexingly his mind went blank. He shouted 
to friends and family. Nothing. Stared off into 
the distance. Still nothing. Walked a little bit. 
Again, nothing.

Ah, the magic of Saratoga at its best. 
Winning at Saratoga, which Rosenthal did 

Thursday when his and brother Peter Rosenthal’s 
Frosty Bay flew through the stretch to take the 
$100,000 Statue of Liberty division of the New 
York Stallion Series, does funny things to peo-
ple. The answer he was searching for eventually 
came, nothing all that significant to the matters 
at hand, just something a fringe pedigree enthu-
siast was curious about.

Not that a big win didn’t force him to forget 
something before. He did it in late June when 
Frosty Bay won the Cupecoy’s Joy division of 

the Stallion Series, forgetting his phone number 
and then putting it out there for all to read in 
the magazine New York Breeder. 

Fortunately Frosty Bay doesn’t forget how to 
get to the winner’s circle. She won for the third 

time in four starts this spring and summer and 
for the second straight time under Javier Castel-
lano. Image of Noon, who was second in the Cu

Muscle 
Memory

Tod Marks
Frosty Bay wins Statue of Liberty for second straight New York Stallion Series score.

Frosty Bay finds way to 
the winner’s circle again

BY TOM LAW

STATUE OF LIBERTY RECAP

See STATUE OF LIBERTY page 18 
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Far Hills Races congratulates the great McDynamo 
on his Hall of Fame induction.

Winner at Far Hills 
for SEVEN consecutive years
2001 Maiden hurdle
2002 Foxbrook Novice Hurdle Stakes
2003 Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase
2004 Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase
2005 Breeders’ Cup Steeplechase
2006 Breeders’ Cup Grand National
2007 American Grand National

Richest steeplechase meet in North America

Saturday, October 19
www.farhillsrace.org

A THROUGHBRED FOR THE AGES

B. g., 1997, Dynaformer-Rondonia, Monteverdi (Ire)
Owner: Michael Moran. Trainer: Sanna Hendriks. 
Breeder: Richard Fox, Nathan Fox, Richard Kaster.
Steeplechase Record
Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings
25 15 4 1 $1,310,104
Champion Steeplechaser 2003, 2005, 2006.
Leading American Steeplechase Earner of all-time.
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pecoy’s Joy, was second again, 
with even-money favorite Palace 
Dreams third. 

The win was the second straight 
in the New York Stallion Series, 
after a 1-length win over Image of 
Noon in the Cupecoy’s Joy in her 
stakes debut June 30. She’s the first 
stakes winner out of the Wild Again 
mare Baymont, who was a two-
time winner at Saratoga in the mid 
2000s.

“Baymont, she’s a great mare,” 
Rosenthal said. “She was a small 
filly who came from behind every 
race. She won a couple races here, 
she won at Belmont. Grass. She 
would come from dead last. She 
was very athletic and when we re-
tired her I wanted to breed her. 

“Now she’s 3-for-3 with her 
foals winning and this one now has 
two stakes wins. And we’ve got a 
2-year-old on the ground that looks 
very promising.”

That’s where he got stumped, 
trying to remember the sire of the 
2-year-old named Missy Bay. The 
sire eventually came to him, Posse, 
who like Frosty Bay’s sire Frost Gi-
ant, is among the leading sires in 
New York. 

 Rosenthal said between foals, 
yearlings, 2-year-olds, older hors-
es in training and broodmares that 
he’s got about 20 horses. Winning 
a $100,000 stakes restricted to off-
spring of registered stallions who 

stood in New York under certain 
terms is a boost for any owner, and 
even sweeter when it’s a homebred. 

“This helps. The New York pro-
gram is an absolute great program,” 
said Rosenthal, who got into the 
business when the late William En-
tenmann gave him a mare in foal 
to Proud Appeal back in the 1980s 

in exchange for some work he did 
to help the owner of Timber Bay 
Farm. Rosenthal serves as chairman 
and chief executive officer of Long 
Island Investors. 

The Rosenthals’ association with  
Dominick Schettino goes back a ways 
and the New York-based conditioner 
trained Baymont for the brothers. 

Frosty Bay lost her first three 
starts, all in state-bred grass races, 
before breaking her maiden in the 
slop on Aqueduct’s inner track two 
days after Christmas. 

She raced twice more on dirt, fin-
ishing third both times in state-bred 
optional claimers before going on 
the shelf for a little less than two 
months. 

When she returned it was with 
blinkers, which she wore for the 
fourth time Thursday, and it was 
back on grass. She won her turf re-
turn, coming from way back like 
her mother to win going 1 1/16 
miles in early April at Aqueduct. 
The two-turn trip proved beneficial 
in her Saratoga debut.

“I knew she’d get the distance, I 
wasn’t concerned with that,” Schet-
tino said. “I told Javier that in the 
paddock. She’s a versatile filly. 
She’ll run near the lead, whatever 
you ask her to do. She’s not one-di-
mensional. I’m proud of her, real 
proud of her.”

Jim Ryerson, trainer of the run-
ner-up, was equally proud and al-
though the Cupecoy’s Joy and Stat-
ue of Liberty were differently run 
races the outcome was the same. 
The margin was two lengths this 
time and it was the third straight 
runner-up finish for Image of Noon.

“She ran real hard, I’m real 
proud of her,” Ryerson said. “Dom-
inick’s filly has more experience 
going two turns, this was our first 
time stretching out. Getting beat by 
Dominick’s filly isn’t anything to be 
ashamed of.”

Statue of Liberty –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Robert Rosenthal (right) brings homebred Frost Giant filly to winner’s circle
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The enhanced TwinSpires.com offers players the best online wagering experience in racing.

Welcome to a world that revolves around the player. TwinSpires.com offers more of everything players want 

like free services, industry-leading innovations and unmatched control. And it’s only going to get better. The 

future of online wagering is here. And players rule. 

Sign up today and get a $100 bonus.*

* New TwinSpires.com customers only. $100 Promotion requires activating EZmoney, which allows for electronic transfer of funds to and from your bank account. See website 
for offer details. Persons under 18 (or 21 in certain jurisdictions) are not allowed to open or have access to accounts. Only available to customers who reside in a jurisdiction 
where the TwinSpires.com wagering system is available. Void where prohibited. Always wager responsibly. National Gambling helpline 1-800-522-4700.  

08213_0026_TWIN_10x13.5_1c_SS_PlayersWorld.indd   1 8/6/13   3:20 PM
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Mrs. Ogden Phipps, one of 
American Steeplechasing’s 
most esteemed owners, was 
awarded the F. Ambrose 
Clark Award in 1969.

Kanturk Kid’s racing history looks 
like he’s following the migratory path 
of the Canada Goose. 

The 3-year-old Act Of Duty gelding 
spent the late summer and fall last year 
at Calder before moving up and across 
the Sunshine State to Tampa Bay Downs 
for a springtime start. 

He made the trek north to Mon-
mouth Park in June, and he now finds 
himself stabled at Saratoga, as a winner 
nonetheless. 

Calder-based trainer Kathleen 
O’Connell notched her first victory at 
Saratoga as Kanturk Kid won for the 
third time in nine starts. He won the 
Appleton Juvenile Turf in November at 
Calder and won for the second time on 
the turf Thursday.

O’Connell greeted Kanturk Kid out-
side the winner’s circle with a smile and 

a pat. She also praised Jose Lezcano for 
the ride.

“He rode him perfectly,” O’Connell 
said in the clubhouse after the race. “It 
helps that he knows the horse and he’s 
a very good turf rider. He’s won a lot of 
races down south for me.”

Kanturk Kid’s victory did come after 
two off-the-board finishes, first in the 
Mambo Meister at Calder and then in 
an optional claiming race in mid-June 
at Monmouth. 

“Some of the turf races haven’t been 
going and it’s tough running against 
older horses, so we made the decision 
to come to Saratoga,” O’Connell said. 
“Having a little more time helped. He’s 
gotten a little better in the head. Some 

horses just take a little while to come 
around.”

Owner/trainer David Jacobson con-
tinued his claiming scourge, taking the 
winner for $75,000.

—Ryan Jones

• Jockey Manuel Franco and train-
er Osvaldo Rojas engaged in a gracious 
tug-of-war following the seventh, won 
by the Rojas owned and trained mare 
E Z Passer.

“The jockey, that was the key,” Ro-
jas said after the 6-year-old Southern 
Image mare’s victory. 

Apprentice Franco was having none 
of it, however. 

“I need horses,” the dirt-splattered 
jockey said as he walked through the 
clubhouse following the $20,000 claim-
er. “I thank the owners and the train-
ers.”

Tod Marks
Kanturk Kid ships in from Monmouth to win the sixth race, the first Saratoga win for Kathleen O’Connell

Northern 
Traveler

O’Connell ships Kanturk Kid 
from Monmouth for victory 

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

See RECAP page 22 
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2013 SEPTEMBER HOMECOMING STAKES SCHEDULE

ChurchillDowns.com #ChurchillDowns

ACK ACK HANDICAP (GIII)
Runs Sat., Sept. 7 $100,000 added
Three-Year-Olds & Upward Closes Wed., Aug. 21
($100 nomination fee) ONE MILE

LOCUST GROVE

Runs Sat., Sept. 7 $100,000 added
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old Closes Wed., Aug. 21 
& Upward ($100 nomination fee) 1 1/16 MILES

OPEN MIND

Runs Sat., Sept. 14 $100,000 added
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old Closes Wed., Aug. 28
& Upward ($100 nomination fee) SIX FURLONGS

DOGWOOD (Grade III)
Runs Sat., Sept. 21 $100,000 added
Fillies, Three Years Old Closes Wed., Sept. 4
($100 nomination fee) SEVEN FURLONGS

HOMECOMING CLASSIC

Runs Sat., Sept. 28 $175,000 added 
Three-Year-Olds & Upward Closes Wed., Sept. 11
($175 nomination fee) 1 1/8 MILES

JEFFERSON CUP (Grade III)
Runs Sat., Sept. 28 $100,000 added
Three-Year-Olds Closes Wed., Sept. 11
($100 nomination fee) ONE MILE (Turf)

Runs Sat., Sept. 7 $150,000 added
Fillies, Two Years Old Closes Wed., Aug. 21
($150 nomination fee) 1 1/16 MILES

POCAHONTAS (GII)
2013 “Win and You're In Juvenile Fillies Division”

2014 Road to the Kentucky Oaks Kickoff

Runs Sat., Sept. 7 $150,000 added
Two-Year-Olds Closes Wed., Aug. 21
($150 nomination fee) 1 1/16 MILES

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2013 “Win and You're In Juvenile Division”
2014 Road to the Kentucky Derby Kickoff

71289_CD_SeptStakes_4.875_13.5.pdf   1   7/18/13   4:38 PM

Nobody took credit, but the result 
was undeniable. 

The win was E Z Passer’s seventh 
from 38 starts and her first since 2011. 
It was also the first of the meet for Ro-
jas.

“It feels good,” the trainer said, 
thanking “the nice people here at Sara-
toga.” 

Based at Aqueduct, Rojas picked up 
his third win of the year. 

Rojas continued to deflect all kudos, 
citing a combination of factors contrib-
uting to the win.

“It’s a mix,” he said. “Good horse, 
good jockey and we work very hard.”

No mention of trainer or owner from 
Rojas and no mention of jockey from 
Franco. Perhaps the selflessness is the 
key to their success.

—Dan McDonough 

• Owner Sanford Bacon could not 
stop praising the job of trainer Juan 
Coronel after the trainer won the fifth 
with a colt he picked out of last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred 
yearling sale.

“He chose the horse,” Bacon said 
shortly after the Cosmonaut colt Mar-
vin’s Miracle won the 1 1/16-mile turf 
race in his second start. “He’s a horse-

man. He’s a gentleman. I’ve made offers 
to people ‘Send him a decent horse, I’ll 
pay the fare over. If he doesn’t do in 
four months better than you thought, 
I’ll pay the fare back and pick up the 
training bill.’

“This man’s going to be one of the 
best. He’s a good trainer who’s con-
cerned first for the horse, next for the 
owner and third for himself, that’s the 
man. He’s phenomenal.”

The victory was the first for Coronel 
at Saratoga and the first for freshman 
sire Cosmonaut. Marvin’s Miracle cost 
$62,000 last summer.

“It feels very good,” Coronel said 
about his first Spa win. “He got the job 
done today. He told me by the way he 
had been galloping that he was a dis-
tance horse. And he’s only going to get 
better.”

Bacon said he and Coronel would 
map out the next start for Marvin’s 
Miracle, who could show up in the 
Grade 2 With Anticipation toward the 
end of the meet.

—Ryan Martin 

• The horse wore No. 3 and blue. 
The trainer wore a lavender jacket.

For both, the result was pure gold.
Owned by Peter and Eloise Canzone, 

Wickapecko won the fourth, an option-
al claimer going 1 1/16 miles on the 
turf, barely holding off a late charge 

Recap –
 Continued from page 23

Tod Marks
Trainer Kathleen O’Connell.

Tod Marks
Juan Coronel is all smiles after winning.

Tod Marks
Manuel Franco guides E Z Passer to victory in the seventh.

See RECAP page 23 



24 Friday, august 9, 2013the saratoga special

from English Rhythm.
Dominic Galluscio, decked out in lav-

ender, expressed relief that Wickapecko 
was up for the challenge of Thursday’s 
distance, which she hadn’t traveled since 
a sixth at Keeneland in April. 

“I was worried that she wouldn’t get 
the distance,” Galluscio said. “But the 
more I looked at it on pedigree, she fig-
ured to get the distance. 

The 3-year-old filly by Corinthian out 
of the Affirmed mare Georgialina contin-
ued a recent run of success, which includ-
ed two victories in her last three starts.

“When I last ran her she ran into a 
nice filly of [Alan] Goldberg’s that was 
tough that day,” Galluscio said. “She’s 
been enjoying Saratoga, eating good, 
training well. I’m glad everything went 
good.”

—Dan McDonough

• The second got off to an interesting 
start. 

Miss Narcissist, the 6-5 post-time 
favorite, launched away from the gate, 
eventually bucking off Junior Alvara-
do, who made it the mandatory eight 
seconds before being deposited to the 
dirt. He climbed back aboard but the 
filly was under pressure the whole way, 
winding up fifth in the 5 ½-furlong 
maiden special weight for New York-
bred juvenile fillies. 

Con Gee, making the third start of 
her career after two prior outings at 
Delaware Park, won the race for trainer 
Ken Furlong and jockey Joe Rocco Jr. 

Owned by Furlong and Paul Trapani, 
the daughter of Congaree cost $4,500 
at Fasig-Tipton’s September sale at 
Timonium. The bay filly arrived in the 
paddock as one of two starters with pri-
or racing experience. She put that edge 

to use, stalking the pace before staving 
off first-time starter Blithely. 

“We just love her, I mean talk about 
a nice horse to be around,” said Fur-
long’s wife, Linda, who assists her hus-
band in training the horses at Camden 

Training Center in South Carolina and 
at Delaware Park. “She’s special. She’s 
like a lead pony she’s so quiet. She was 
sleeping in the stall. She’s not like any 
2-year-old you’d ever see.”

—Ryan Martin 

Recap –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Arcadia Stable’s Take Her Tothe Top jumps past The Grey Express at the last fence of the Mrs. Ogden Phipps.



the saratoga special 25Friday, august 9, 2013

NY BREDS ON THE RISE
AT SARATOGA

NY Bred Preferred Yearlings 
August 10-11, Barn 7B-C

205 c Freud x Unbridled Valor
220 f Utopia x Winloc’s Gramie
224 c Utopia x Absolutely Live
241 f Harlem Rocker x Bee in a Bonnet
259 f Touch Gold x Classic Example
267 c Touch Gold x Dancin on Broadway
273 f Majestic Warrior x Desert Bloom
278 c Read the Footnotes x Double Dinghy Day
342 c Midshipman x Just Gabi
370 f Frost Giant x Mandy Jud
383 f Discreet Cat x Miz Dixie
390 f Big Brown x My Dancing Trick
394 c Alphabet Soup x Mythical Brownie
404 c Freud x Overextended
414 c Silent Name x Perfect Design
417 f Tiago x Poach
460 f Intidab x Shocking Dunn
470 f Noonmark x Star One One
485 f City Zip x Tequila and Run
495 f Colonel John x Truly Charming

Inquiries to Joe or John McMahon
180 Fitch Rd., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com
office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

(518) 587-3426
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Thursday August 08.

FIRST $75,000, STAKES - MRS. OGDEN PHIPPS S., 4 & UP, 2 1/16M
1 Take Her Tothe Top X. Aizpuru $7.90 $4.20 $2.80
7 The Grey Express (GB) R. Geraghty  $14.20 $7.90
9 Well Fashioned W. McCarthy   $4.40
Dk B/ Br Mare 2008, by More Than Ready - Ceiling by Boundary
Owner: Arcadia Stable. Trainer: Jack Fisher. Breeder: Colts Neck Stable & 
Weisbord and Etkin (KY).
Time: 3:47.32
Exacta (1-7), $142.00; Trifecta (1-7-9), $1,097.00

SECOND $70,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Con Gee J. Rocco, Jr. $10.40 $4.70 $3.30
2 Blithely J. Rosario  $5.50 $3.70
5 Cryptic Comet L. Saez   $5.50
B Filly 2011, by Congaree - Caucus by General Meeting
Owner: Furlong, Kenyon G. and Trapani, Paul. Trainer: Kenyon Furlong. 
Breeder: John H. Adger & C. Lynwood O’Cain DVM (NY).
Late Scratches: Alwaysinstilettos, Gentle Cat
Time: 1:04.87
Daily Double (1-7), $37.80; Exacta (7-2), $55.50; Quinella (2-7), $28.60; 
Trifecta (7-2-5), $342.00

THIRD $90,000, AOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
2 Windswept J. Lezcano $6.30 $3.60 
4 Suns Out Guns Out L. Saez  $4.30 
1 Colony Strike J. Rosario   
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2008, by Arch - Swept Away by Mystery Storm
Owner: Klein, Richard, Klein, Bertram W. and The Estate of Elaine Klein. 
Trainer: Charles LoPresti. Breeder: Bert Klein, Elaine Klein & Richard Klein 
(KY).
Late Scratches: Point Taken
Time: 1:48.14
Daily Double (7-2), $32.40; Exacta (2-4), $21.20; Pic 3 (1-7-2), $129.50

FOURTH $70,000, SOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3 Wickapecko J. Castellano $11.20 $5.50 $4.10
8 English Rhythm J. Rosario  $5.10 $3.80
1 Indian Starlight J. Ortiz   $10.00
Ch Filly 2010, by Corinthian - Georgialina by Affirmed
Owner: Canzone, Sr., Peter J. and Eloise. Trainer: Dominic Galluscio. Breed-
er: Fox-Straus, Olin Gentry, Thomas Gaines& John Hayes (KY).
Late Scratches: La Strada, My Sparky, Starship Gambler, Holiday’s Jewel, 
Sabouli
Time: 1:41.07
Daily Double (2-3), $36.00; Exacta (3-8), $48.80; Quinella (3-8), $25.60; 
Superfecta (3-8-1-6), $3,468.00; Trifecta (3-8-1), $861.00; Pic 3 (7-2-3), 
$126.00

FIFTH $75,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
1 Marvin’s Miracle J. Castellano $6.70 $3.30 $2.90
5 Bluegrass Flash J. Lezcano  $3.70 $3.00
6 Cool It S. Bridgmohan   $6.50
Gr/ro Colt 2011, by Cosmonaut - Idle Gossip by Western Expression
Owner: Bacon Barn. Trainer: Juan Coronel. Breeder: Flying Zee Stables 
(NY).
Late Scratches: Thug Daddy, Luv Dakota Skye, Free Mugatu
Time: 1:43.90
Daily Double (3-1), $33.80; Exacta (1-5), $20.00; Superfecta (1-5-6-4), 
$1,176.00; Trifecta (1-5-6), $249.50; Pic 3 (2-3-1), $107.00; Pic 4 (7-2-
3-1), $459.50

 Attendance: 14,997
 On Track Handle: 2,532,513

 Intra-State Handle: 1,594,797
 Inter-State Handle: 6,659,937

SIXTH $80,000, SOC $75,000, 3 YO, 1M
2 Kanturk Kid J. Lezcano $12.00 $6.20 $4.70
8 Southern Tier A. Solis  $8.00 $6.80
3 Majestic Jess (IRE) J. Rocco, Jr.   $4.30
Ch Gelding 2010, by Act of Duty - Cozzene Along by Cozzene
Owner: Campbell, Gilbert, G.. Trainer: Kathleen O’Connell. Breeder: Gilbert 
G. Campbell (FL).
Late Scratches: Coach A. J., Jumpinofftheedge, Two T’s At Two B, Exporter
Claimed: Kanturk Kid claimed by Jacobson, David for $75,000
Time: 1:35
Daily Double (1-2), $44.00; Exacta (2-8), $93.50; Superfecta (2-8-3-6), 
$2,710.00; Trifecta (2-8-3), $515.00; Pic 3 (3-1-2), $244.00

SEVENTH $40,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
6 E Z Passer M. Franco $16.20 $6.10 $3.90
5 Victory Island R. Maragh  $3.50 $2.70
3 Dear Elizabeth J. Ortiz   $4.40
B Mare 2007, by Southern Image - Affirmed Halo by Affirmed
Owner: Rojas, Osvaldo. Trainer: Osvaldo Rojas. Breeder: Yoshio Fujita (KY).
Late Scratches: Guyana Star, World Premier, Score Boyera
Claimed: Cinematize claimed by Valentine, Mark for $20,000
Time: 1:18.09
Daily Double (2-6), $121.00; Exacta (6-5), $48.40; Superfecta (6-5-3-8), 
$1,326.00; Trifecta (6-5-3), $557.00; Consolation Double (2-1), $11.80; 
Pic 3 (1-2-6), $482.50;  (1-2-1), $31.80

EIGHTH $74,000, NY-BRED AOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
2 Galiana A. Lezcano $17.00 $7.20 $4.50
1 Keep Bustin J. Velazquez  $5.10 $3.40
5 Discreet Force J. Castellano   $4.20
Ch Filly 2010, by Stonesider - Baby Jess (ARG) by Interprete (ARG)
Owner: Romero, Rodolfo. Trainer: Rodolfo Romero. Breeder: John T. Beh-
rendt & Charles Marquis (NY).
Late Scratches: True Fortune
Claimed: Golden Galaxy claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for 
$35,000
Time: 1:17.88
Daily Double (6-2), $144.50; Exacta (2-1), $77.50; Superfecta (2-1-5-10), 
$1,930.00; Trifecta (2-1-5), $275.50; Pic 3 (2-6-2), $1,270.00;  (2-1-2), 
$110.50

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - NEW YORK STALLION SERIES S., 3 YO, 1M
7 Frosty Bay J. Castellano $16.20 $7.80 $4.20
9 Image of Noon J. Lezcano  $6.70 $3.70
3 Palace Dreams J. Ortiz   $2.40
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Frost Giant - Baymont by Wild Again
Owner: Rosenthal, Robert D. and Peter. Trainer: Dominick Schettino. 
Breeder: Robert D. Rosenthal & Peter Rosenthal (NY).
Late Scratches: Kelli Got Frosty
Time: 1:37.29
Daily Double (2-7), $152.50; Exacta (7-9), $68.50; Superfecta (7-9-3-8), 
$1,702.00; Trifecta (7-9-3), $199.00; Pic 3 (6-2-7), $1,586.00; Place Pix 
Nine (2/3/8-3/5/6-1/2/5-7), $156.50

TENTH $38,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
6 Melody Lin J. Ortiz $13.20 $6.10 $4.00
2 Belle of the West L. Saez  $6.10 $4.30
9 Mlle Margaux J. Castellano   $8.10
B Filly 2010, by Curlin - Melody Que (IRE) by Sadler’s Wells
Owner: Miuccio, Antonio. Trainer: Linda Rice. Breeder: Mt. Joy Stables 
(KY).
Late Scratches: Ascended Fever, Bozique, Miracleonbroadway, Wellspring 
Legacy, Milkyyourway
Claimed: Bonatini claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $20,000, Yampa 
River claimed by Dubb, Michael for $20,000
Time: 1:45.02
Daily Double (7-6), $93.00; Exacta (6-2), $58.00; Superfecta (6-2-9-4), 
$3,894.00; Trifecta (6-2-9), $566.00; Pic 3 (2-7-6), $697.00; Pic 4 (6-2-7-
6), $10,010.00; Pic 6 (1-2-6-2-7-6), $2,886.00

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 THURSDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS
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798 rouTe 9, SuiTe g
FiShkill, ny 12524

845 897-2570
(FAx) 845 896-5381

TRAINERS .........................1ST
Todd Pletcher ...............................17
Chad Brown .................................12
David Jacobson ..............................7
Mike Maker ....................................7
Bill Mott .........................................7
Steve Asmussen ............................6
Dominic Galluscio ..........................6
Kiaran McLaughlin .........................5
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Christophe Clement ........................4
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Shug McGaughey ...........................4

JOCKEYS ..........................1ST
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John Velazquez ............................18
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Cornelio Velasquez .........................9
Jose Ortiz .......................................8 
Rosie Napravnik .............................7
Irad Ortiz Jr ....................................7
Rajiv Maragh ..................................6
Joe Rocco Jr ..................................6
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From the First Saturday In May To 
The Winner’s Circle at Royal Ascot

A FULL SERVICE EQUINE INSURANCE AGENCY
Contact: Michael T. Levy

1365 Davenport Drive, Lexington, KY  40504
Phone (859) 253-1114  •  Fax (859) 253-1490

Securing The Finest
Giacomo/Photo by Dave HarmonSecuring the finest bloodstock 

for over 20 years.

A FULL SERVICE EQUINE INSURANCE AGENCY
Michael T. Levy

1019 Majestic Drive, Lexington, KY 40513
(859) 253-1114

1

4 Wickapecko 5 Marvin’s Miracle

7 E Z Passer 9 Frosty Bay

THURSDAY’S SARATOGA WINNERS • PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS

2 Con Gee

Take Her Tothe Top

3 Windswept

6 Kanturk Kid

8 Galliana (left)
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A day back in March 1991 when 
Jerry Hissam went to work for jockey 
Calvin Borel is a day he’ll never forget. 

“I always like to tell the story about 
the first day I went to work for him,” 
Hissam, Borel’s agent for 22 years until 
he retired earlier this year, said Thurs-
day morning a stone’s throw from the 
main track at Saratoga near the Morn-
ing Line coffee stand. “We’re at Oak-
lawn, I come to the barn and it’s about 
5, ten minutes to 5. After we got done 
with some stuff we get away from the 
barn a little bit. I said to him, ‘What 
time do you get here?’ He said, ‘Oh 4, 
quarter after 4, 4:30.’ I said ‘let me tell 
you something, I’m never going to beat 
you to the racetrack.’ He said, ‘Let me 
tell you something, if you get here and 
I’m not here, don’t go to the house go 

to the hospital.’ That’s just about the 
whole fact of what it was like the 22 
years that I was with him.”

Hissam’s words get to the core of 
what Calvin H. Borel is all about today, 
yesterday and tomorrow. Born in No-
vember 1966 in St. Martin Parish, Lou-
isiana, Borel knows two things better 
than most. He knows about horses and 
he knows about hard work. 

All he’s ever wanted to do was ride 
and all he’s ever really done is ride. The 
youngest of five sons, Borel got his start 
riding Quarter Horses at his family’s 
sugarcane farm. He dropped out of 
school, started riding at Louisiana bush 
tracks and got the support of his family 
to do it. 

The support and the hard work paid 

off. Today the jock, who has jokingly 
called himself Coon-ass while others 
might call him Boo-Boo or Bo-rail, gets 
the ultimate reward and a slightly more 

dignified moniker next to his name, that 
of Hall of Famer. 

Tod Marks
Jockey Calvin Borel returns (and lets everyone know who won) after a win aboard star filly Rachel 
Alexandra.

Exception 
to the rule
Borel paves own way through 
hard work, loyalty, perseverance 

BY TOM LAW HALL OF FAME 2013

See BOREL page 29 
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Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has 
represented owners, trainers, breeders and 

jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.
 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181

The honor is earned from three victo-
ries in four years in the Kentucky Der-
by from 2007 to 2010, colossal wins 
aboard 2009 Horse of the Year Rachel 
Alexandra and so many other major 
stakes races and minor everyday rac-
es at tracks from Florida to New York 
and Kentucky to Arkansas. He’s won at 
plenty of other places, too, from Delta 
Downs to Golden Gate to Ellis Park to 
just this past weekend at Mountaineer 
Race Track. 

Hard work has taken Borel to the top 
and his commitment and loyalty help 
keep him there. 

The emotional, personable, affable 
and likeable 46-year-old will cut his 
stay in Saratoga short, painfully missing 
an autograph session with other Hall 
of Famers Saturday, to keep a mount 
on Ellis Park maiden winner Ride On 
Curlin in the Prairie Meadows Juvenile 
Mile. Rare is a rider that would give 
up time in the mecca of racing to ride 
in a $60,000 stakes for 2-year-olds in 
the middle of Iowa on one of the big-
gest weekends of your professional life. 
Even rarer is a person like Borel.

“That’s him, that’s his signature,” 
Hissam said. 

Another of Borel’s signatures is his 
uncanny ability to get on an inside path 
of the racetrack that nearly every other 
jockey can’t, or won’t, ride. Hissam said 
Borel would teach horses in the morning 
to scrape the paint. He does it to this day, 
trying to teach them so they’ll be ready 
to do it in the afternoons when he’s try-

ing to add to his 5,033 career victories. 
Borel did it with Street Sense, his 

first Derby winner who also won the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile, Travers and Jim 
Dandy for Hall of Fame trainer Carl 
Nafzger. 

“What a history he’s had, and what 
a love for horses,” Nafzger, who will 
introduce Borel today, said earlier this 
summer. “What a horseman he is. He’s 
such a help. That’s how he ended up 
on Street Sense. I said this is how the 
horse is and I want one jock that will 
stick with me. I hate these guys jump-
ing off. I know riders can ride horses 
that can really run, but when you’re a 
specialty horse like Street Sense was, it 
took somebody that the horse trusted. 
He trusted Calvin.”

Nafzger and Borel won four races 
at Saratoga that summer (2007) – with 
Lady Joanne and Street Sense. The for-
mer won the Banshee Breeze and Ala-
bama Stakes. The latter took the Jim 
Dandy and Travers. 

“We only had two horses up here that 
summer, too, and he stayed all summer,” 
Nafzger said. “He won a couple more 
up here for some other guys. Wow, that 
was a phenomenal meet. What a great 
way to end Saratoga at that time.”

Borel wasn’t done with the Derby 
and won it two years later with Mine 
That Bird, again coming up the fence to 
run away from the 2009 field at mas-
sive odds. He did it again Super Saver 
in 2010. Save for his wins on Rachel Al-
exandra, winner of the Kentucky Oaks, 
Preakness and Woodward, the Derby 
victories stand out in Borel’s mind.

“Everything’s numb. The only thing 
you hear . . . you don’t hear nothing, 

really, you hear the horse’s feet, boom, 
boom, it’s so loud, you’re numb, you 
catch your head two strides later and it’s 
the most greatest feeling in the world. 
Then you come to,” Borel said earlier 
this year. “You try to ride a smart race, 
when you do win, the whole plan you 
had is done, you say, ‘I did it.’ Then you 
go crazy.”

Plenty of people thought Hissam was 
crazy when he took off Mine That Bird 
to ride Rachel Alexandra in the Preak-
ness. When he was working on getting 
the mount on Mine That Bird for the 
Derby, Hissam told trainer Chip Wooley 
that if the paths of the two ever crossed 
that Borel would stick with the filly. 

Rachel Alexandra was bought pri-
vately by the late Jess Jackson shortly 
after she walloped the field in the Ken-
tucky Oaks and he eyed the Preakness 
with the brilliant filly. Hissam said 
Jackson was “game” and wanting a re-
turn on the $10 million he spent on the 
Medaglia d’Oro filly and that the deci-
sion to ride her was a no-brainer. 

“I’ve told a couple people just jok-
ingly that I probably deserve to be in 
the Hall of Fame as much as any agent 
in the country because I’m the only 
agent that took off the Derby winner 
to ride a Preakness winner,” Hissam 
joked Thursday. “I consider Calvin 
a poor man’s jock. We did it the hard 
way. There were no Todds (Pletchers) 
or (Steve) Asmussens behind us with 
strings of horses.”

“We did win the Derby for Todd, but 
I mean, what are the odds of Calvin rid-
ing the winner of the Kentucky Derby 
for Todd Pletcher? Before it happened 
in Vegas, it would have been 1,000-1. 

He won the Stephen Foster for Ron 
Moquett at 99-1, the Super Derby on 
8-1 shot Free Spirit’s Joy. Rockamundo 
at 108-1 in the Arkansas Derby. To me, 
Calvin’s always been a money rider.”

With the big wins came even bigger 
opportunities. He’s done late-night tele-
vision spots with David Letterman and 
Jay Leno, scores of other television in-
terviews and guest appearances and of 
course attended a white-tie dinner at 
the White House with Queen Elizabeth 
II and as the guest of President George 
W. Bush. 

Borel has become an unofficial am-
bassador to the game he loves and he 
gives back with the same enthusiasm he 
puts into his work in the mornings and 
afternoons. It always comes back to the 
mornings and afternoons. 

Mostly the mornings, and most-
ly with older brother Cecil, the Ken-
tucky-based trainer who looked after 
his younger brother like a parent and 
another major reason why he’ll have a 
plaque on the wall inside the National 
Museum of Racing’s Hall of Fame on 
Union Avenue for as long as the institu-
tion exists. 

“Every time he’d win a big race his 
brother would make him work even 
harder the next day,” Hissam said. 
“He’d have a bunch for him to get on 
the next morning, after doing a bunch 
of stalls. He’d take his check and give 
Calvin $50.”

His brother handled the paychecks 
so Calvin could worry about riding.

 “He’s good that way and it’s served 
him well. And he’d never complain. Not 
once. Amazing. He’s just an amazing 
person.”

Borel –
 Continued from page 28
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No colic, no foot abscess, no cough, no high nail 
from a shoeing, no flat tire on the van. And no de-
feats. For seven consecutive years, McDynamo went 
to American steeplechasing’s richest race meet – the 
Far Hills Races in New Jersey – and delivered.

The victories, the consistency, the delivery defined 
a career which peaks today with his induction into 
Thoroughbred racing’s Hall of Fame. Owned by Mi-
chael Moran and trained by Sanna Hendriks, the Ken-
tucky-bred and his predecessor Tuscalee bring to 18 
the number of steeplechase horses in the Hall – McDy-
namo on his first chance on the ballot, Tuscalee some 
four decades after his career ended.

Though just part of his story, McDynamo’s Far 
Hills string provides an example of his quality and du-
rability through a career that included 15 steeplechase 

wins in 25 tries. After nine flat starts (with two wins), 
the son of Dynaformer won his jump debut at Far 
Hills in 2001. The success just built from there and 
included a novice stakes score over the course the next 
season and a hard-to-fathom five consecutive wins in 
the meet’s Grade 1 feature in 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 
and 2007. The name changed from the Breeders’ Cup 
to the Grand National – but the distance was always 2 
5/8 miles, the place was always Far Hills, the calendar 

always October and the winner was always McDyna-
mo.

Hendriks still finds it difficult to believe, and she 
lived through it.

“Every year he came around and was ready,” she 
said upon hearing the announcement. “Amazing-
ly, nothing happened. You’ll always have something 

Career
Horse

Tod Marks
McDynamo flies over a fence in the 2006 Colonial Cup, one of 11 Grade 1 wins in his career.

Steeplechase great  
McDynamo delights 
connections once again

BY JOE CLANCY

HALL OF FAME 2013

See MCDYNAMO page 32 
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Aaron's Concorde
Alae Rouge
Allen's Prospect
Alster
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Appealing Skier
Awad
Bowman’s Band
Bullsbay
Call Again
Carnivalay
Cat Country
Cherokee's Boy
Citidancer
Concern
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Crypto Star
Dance With Ravens
Deputed Testamony
Deputy Storm
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dr. Best
Eastern Echo
Eternal Star
Fantasticat
Fleet Foot
Gators N Bears
Go for Gin
Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
In Case
Itaka
Ivory Frontier (IRE)
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
La Reine's Terms
Larrupin'
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Love of Money
M Eighty
Makin Money
Malibu Moon
Marciano

McKendree
Meadow Monster
Medallist
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Money's Star
Mr. Shoplifter
Mr. Zill Bear
No Armistice
Not For Love
Oh Say
One Golf Sierra
Ops Smile
Oratory
Our Emblem
Outflanker
Parker's Storm Cat
Partner's Hero
Perfecting
Polish Miner
Polish Numbers
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Que Man
Regal American
Rinka Das
Rock Slide
Root Boy
Rubiyat
Rush Bay
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Secret Firm
Seeking Daylight
Smart Alec
Smart Guy
St Averil
Sticks and Bricks
Storm Broker
Swear by Dixie
Tamayaz
Touch 'n' Fly (IRE)
Trial Prep
Trim Account
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Unbridled Mate
Valley Crossing
Waquoit
Wayne County (IRE)
Who's Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae

ONLY horses by these 
stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland 
and nominated/certified 
for the Maryland 
Million program, 
are eligible to run in 
Maryland Million races.

Two New Races:

www.marylandmillion.com

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE:
THURSDAY, October 10, 2013

Over $1 million!  
in purses and nOminatOr awards

For Condition Books and more information contact  
Racing Office at 800.638.1859 or Maryland Million Ltd. at 410.252.2100

The above list shows nominated 
stallions with horses of racing age.

®
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happen with horses. He had a foot ab-
scess one year in the spring. We shipped 
him to Nashville once and he got sick 
and couldn’t run. For whatever reason, 
those didn’t happen for Far Hills.”

In 2008, retired a year, McDynamo 
went back to Far Hills. Race organizers 
presented him with a basket of carrots, 
and a custom cooler emblazoned with 
King of Far Hills. He wore it proudly, 
while looking every bit like a horse who 
could have gone out there one more 
time.

He was far from one-dimensional, 
as he also won three Colonial Cups, 
the Grade 1 Royal Chase at Keeneland, 
a Grade 1 novice at Churchill Downs, 
plus a stakes win in the dark and shad-
ows at The Meadowlands. By the time 
he retired, he led all American steeple-
chasers with $1,310,104 in earnings.

Like most Thoroughbreds, McDy-
namo was not destined to be a steeple-
chaser. Bred by Nathan Fox, Richard 
Fox and Richard Kaster, the future Hall 
of Famer sold at Keeneland September 
to Moran for $82,000. To hear con-
signor Bill Wofford tell it, he literally 
walked McDynamo out of the stall and 
into Moran – clinching the deal.

The Pennsylvanian took on part-
ner Steve McDonald early (hence the 
horse’s name) but bought him out once 
steeplechasing became the career goal. 
With his stamina, tenacity, jumping 
ability and speed late in a race, McDy-
namo thrived at the new game.

“We had serious doubts at the be-
ginning; he was a stall walker, he didn’t 
have a whole lot of confidence and the 
gate phobias,” Moran said. “He was 
given every chance, and look what hap-
pened. The beauty to him was he could 
run on any ground. Top of the ground, 
bottomless ground, the racetrack, he 

won pretty much everywhere we took 
him.”

In a career full of highlights, Hen-
driks singled out three races – the 2003 
Colonial Cup (his first), and the 2004 
and 2007 victories at Far Hills.

“The first Colonial Cup is one of my 
favorites because I just thought he was 
so incredible that day, and I didn’t see 
it,” she said. “I was in the hospital hav-
ing (son) Parker. They called and told 
me we won. I had to ask which horse 
because I knew how good our other 
horse, Lord Zada, was doing. When 
I watched the film McDynamo just 
crushed them.”

He won his first of three Eclipse 
Awards that season. A year later, off 
an 11-month layoff because of hock 
surgery, McDynamo won the Breeders’ 
Cup at Far Hills – over eventual cham-
pion Hirapour and multiple Grade 1 
winner Sur La Tete – arguably the best 
field McDynamo ever beat.

Three years later, McDynamo went 
back to Far Hills and defeated rising 
star Good Night Shirt in the Grand Na-
tional. It was the future Hall of Famer’s 
final victory.

“That was so emotional for me be-
cause I was dumbfounded that he could 
do it again,” Hendriks said. “By then, 
I’d go up there thinking this could hap-
pen or that could happen. I always tried 
to do the best I could by him and he 
certainly came through for me. I was so 
nervous about letting him down.”

Retired after finishing sixth behind 
Good Night Shirt in the 2007 Colonial 
Cup, McDynamo lives in Pennsylvania 
– a 16-year-old foxhunter and occasion-
al distinguished guest at a steeplechase 
meet. 

“It’s once in a lifetime for me,” said 
Hendriks of training a Hall of Famer. 
“Jonathan Sheppard will have plenty. 
You don’t count on it. You don’t even 
think about it. For me, not training that 
many horses now, I think about what he 
did. How did he do that?”

McDynamo –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
McDynamo and fellow 2013 inductee Tuscalee bring to 18 the number of steeplechasers in the 
Hall of Fame.

Sallee Horse Transport
1-800-967-8267
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When their horses raced in Virgin-
ia, the Smith family went to The Car-
riage House restaurant in George-
town for dinner on the way home 
– and everyone asked about one 
horse – the small but mighty steeple-
chaser Tuscalee.

“The maître d’ knew Tuscalee, the 
waiters knew Tuscalee, everybody 
asked about Tuscalee,” said Marilyn 
Ketts, Smith’s daughter. She will be 
on hand today, when everybody else 
gets to learn about Tuscalee at the 
Hall of Fame induction ceremony.  

It’s been nearly 42 years since his 
last start, but Alfred Smith’s home-
bred deserves the attention. He holds 
the American steeplechase record for 
career wins with 37. He won a cham-
pionship in 1966, a year in which 
he won 10 times.  He made at least 
four starts in each of his 10 racing 
seasons (ages 3-12). He earned more 
than $130,000, back when it was 
difficult to do. And when he was 
through racing, he became a fox-
hunter, a hunter-pace star, a mount 

for Smith’s grand-daughters, a model 
for 2-year-olds.

“He used to foxhunt with one of 
my twin daughters, then we used 
him on the farm with the babies – 
breaking them and teaching them to 
gallop,” Ketts said. “He was about 
20 and would slow gallop with the 
babies. He was a good teacher, made 
them feel real secure about it. We 
rode him until he was about 25, then 
he was turned out in a field in full 
retirement – the local legend.”

He’s buried at Ketts’ At Last Farm 
in Aquasco, Md. and remembered 
fondly. His Hall of Fame candidacy 
bounced around for years, but nev-
er gained enough traction until this 
year. Tuscalee wasn’t flashy, didn’t 
win any of the truly big-name stee-
plechase stakes, wasn’t connected 
to a big-name trainer or high-pro-
file owner. He was workmanlike, a 
grinder. People refer to him as small, 
but Ketts said he was 16 hands and 
the old, gray photos show a strong 

physical specimen. Mostly, Tuscalee 
could run – steadily and year after 
year. 

His best season came in that 
championship campaign of 1966, an 
honor he had to share as Mako was 
selected by the Daily Racing Form 
and Tuscalee by the Thoroughbred 
Racing Associations. Shared or not, 
Tuscalee roared through that season 
like a hurricane. He started 13 times, 

and won 10 – including a victory at 
Fair Hill under 165 pounds and a 
score at Montpelier under 167. He 
won seven stakes, key among them 
the Midsummer at Monmouth Park, 
the Georgetown and Tom Roby at 
Delaware  Park, the Noel Laing at 
Montpelier, the Fair Hill and Manly 
at Fair Hill.

Douglas Lees
Steeplechase great Tuscalee, a champion in 1966, joins the Hall of Fame.

At Long Last
With record 37 wins, Tuscalee 
leaps to place of honor in game

BY JOE CLANCY HALL OF FAME 2013

See TUSCALEE page 35 
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Beyond 1966, Tuscalee won 
once as a 3-year-old, and twice as a 
12-year-old. He won eight races as 
a 4-year-old, and five times won at 
least four races in a single season.

Smith bought Tuscalee’s dam Ver-
na Lee at the Timonium sale in 1959. 
She was carrying the future Hall of 
Famer at the time and Tuscalee was 
born at Smith’s farm Blythewood 
in Upper Marlboro, Md. The son 
of Tuscany was unruly as a young 
horse and gelded. Smith sent him to 
veteran Maryland horseman Leiter 
Aitcheson, the father of Hall of Fame 
jump jockey Joe Aitcheson. 

The result was a durable, pro-
fessional, lifelong performer. The 
Aitchesons teamed up often with the 
Maryland-bred, whose biggest scores 
came for Joe (though the seven-time 
champion rode against Tuscalee as 
well). Tuscalee proved particularly 
adept at Delaware Park – winning 
the Indian River Stakes twice, the 
Gerogetown Stakes twice and the 
Tom Roby. He also finished second 
in the Indian River and also second 
in the Holly Tree twice.

Before Tuscalee, the victory record 
stood at 31 by Elkridge, a star of the 
1940s, a two-time champion and 
Hall of Famer. Tuscalee rolled past in  
1971 and added six more. All these 
years later, the record carries more 
weight. Fellow 2013 inductee McDy-
namo won 15. Five-time champion 
and 1990s star Lonesome Glory won 
19 counting two English victories. 
Four-time champion in the 1980s, 
Flatterer captured 16 races. Multi-
ple Saratoga winner and three-time 
champion Zaccio scored 18 times.

Thirty-seven? At a high-level, 
with a championship? That’s a Hall 
of Famer. The recognition is a long 
time coming for Tuscalee, Ketts, her 
family. Surely considered multiple 
times, he was overshadowed by other 
stars. All these years later, the record 
stands – weathered and unbroken.

Ketts beamed when she heard the 
news back in April, and thought of 
her father and all those dinners in 
Georgetown. 

“My father would be absolutely 
thrilled to death, he’d be very hon-
ored,” she said. “I was shocked, 
thrilled. I knew he was up four years 
ago, but hadn’t heard anything for a 
while. It really means a lot.”

Tuscalee –
 Continued from page 34
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Today’s ungraded and restricted 
$100,000 Alada Stakes came up a lot 
tougher than most of the horsemen in-
volved expected. 

The 1 1/8-mile race, restricted to old-
er fillies and mares who have not won 
a graded stakes on dirt this year, drew 
the second-, third- and fourth-place fin-
ishers from the Grade 3 Shuvee opening 
weekend in Flashy American, Sea Island 
and Moon Filly. Ken McPeek sends out 
Shuvee runner-up Flashy American and 
is just one of the horsemen who believes 
the race came up tough. 

“I think they’re [Shug McGaughey, 
trainer of Sea Island, and Mike Trom-
betta, trainer of Moon Philly] both 
looking at it like ‘OK, if we couldn’t 
win the Grade 3 Shuvee, then we need 
to step down a notch’ and that’s the way 
we looked at it, too.” McPeek said.

McPeek spoke highly of his filly’s last 
performance, and said he expected her 
to run well going into the race. 

“Every time I run her long on the dirt 
she’s done everything right,” he said, 
“Her only races that she ran off form 
were when I ran her on the grass or Poly 
or even some cases we tried to sprint 
her. Now it seems that we’ve gotten into 

a little rhythm going two turns on the 
dirt and she’s hitting it.

“We began getting a little bit opti-
mistic [after her optional claiming win 
June 6] and her sheet numbers had been 
getting real good so it looked like she 
could step up over time. She’s just got-
ten better with age. She’s a really really 
solid filly to be around. She’d put a vet-
erinarian out of business.”

McGaughey hopes for improvement 
in Sea Island, third and beaten 3 1/4 
lengths in the Shuvee. The 4-year-old 
Pulpit filly is 1-for-4 at Saratoga and is 
winless since she won an optional claim-
ing race here late last July. McGaughey 
was surprised when the field for the 
Alada, a maiden winner at Saratoga in 
1978 who won the Grade 2 Shuvee in 
1980 at Belmont, came up strong.

“The race came up tougher than I 
thought it would,” McGaughey said 
outside his barn on the Oklahoma 
Training Track this week. “But she’s got 
a pretty good resume, even though she’s 
never won a stakes.”

Sea Island’s resume includes her most 
recent third in the Shuvee along with run-
ner-up efforts in the Grade 3 Allaire du Pont 

Distaff in May at Pimlico and the Grade 1 
Gazelle at Aqueduct last November.

“She’s training about as good as I’ve 
ever seen her do,” McGaughey said. 
“Not only training wise, but around 
the barn, she’s feeling good. Just all the 
things that you want to see.”

A good effort might set up a possible 
run in the Grade 1 Personal Ensign, a 
race McGaughey’s won four times. The 
1 1/4-mile Grade 1 is also expected to 
draw two-time champion Royal Delta.

“Distance is not a problem,” Mc-
Gaughey said. “Royal Delta might be a 
problem, but distance is not a problem. 
I can imagine Todd [Pletcher] will have 
Authenticity in there, too. They might 
be watching each other and somebody 

might slip up and surprise them.”
Trombetta called the Alada for Moon 

Philly a, “rerun of her last race minus the 
winner.” She finished fourth that day, 
beaten 5 ¾ lengths at nearly 28-1 odds. 
He’s hoping for a little better trip this 
time after she was bumped at the break 
and raced wide around both turns. 

“Her trip was OK,” he said. “Hope-
fully with a little bit of luck we can run 
better.”

The field also includes Lady Cohiba, 
who makes her first start since a fourth 
in the Grade 1 Gazelle last November 
at Aqueduct, Open Mind Stakes winner 
Street Secret, Delaware Handicap third-
place finisher Any Why Not, Sure Route 
and Cash for Clunkers.

Tod Marks
Sea Island takes the waters at trainer Shug McGaughey’s barn.

Back for More
Three who chased Authenticity 
in Shuvee return in tough spot

BY RYAN MARTIN ALADA STAKES PREVIEW
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           TERRY LINDSEY EQUIDAE GALLERY

AT THE HOLIDAY INN         JULY 20th - SEPT. 2nd          Open Daily  9-8 

10AM EA. FRI. DEMOS  - CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION AUG. 2ND  6-8PM
ARTISTS TOP L-R;WERNER RENTSCH, TERRY LINDSEY, ANNE 
WOLFF, KATHIE FRIEDENBERG, SUSIE CRONIN,  LOUISE W. KING, 
JAIME CORUM, SHARON CRUTE,  NANCY PELLATT,  PLUS MANY 
MORE.  
518-580-1766 GALLERY   802-379-1175 CELL    802-325-3918 STUDIO
      WWW.EQUIDAE.COM            TERRYLINDSEY@VERMONTEL.NET
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H A L L  O F  F A M E
HORSES .
 ..................Elected  Foaled

A.P. Indy .................2000 ........1989
Ack Ack ..................1986 ........1966
Affectionately .........1989 ........1960
Affirmed .................1980 ........1975
All Along ................1990 ........1979
Alsab ......................1976 ........1939
Alydar .....................1989 ........1975
Alysheba ................1993 ........1984
American Eclipse ....1970 ........1814
Ancient Title ...........2008 ........1970
Armed ....................1963 ........1941
Artful ......................1956 ........1902
Arts and Letters .....1994 ........1966
Assault ...................1964 ........1943
Azeri .......................2010 ........1998
Battleship ...............1969 ........1927
Bayakoa .................1998 ........1984
Bed o’Roses ...........1976 ........1947
Beldame .................1956 ........1901
Ben Brush ..............1955 ........1893
Ben Nevis II ............2009 ........1969
Best Pal ..................2010 ........1988
Bewitch ..................1977 ........1945
Bimelech ................1990 ........1937
Black Gold ..............1989 ........1921
Black Helen ............1991 ........1932
Blue Larkspur .........1957 ........1926
Bold ’n Determined ..1997 ........1977
Bold Ruler ..............1973 ........1954
Bon Nouvel ............1976 ........1960
Boston ...................1955 ........1833
Bowl Of Flowers .....2004 ........1958
Broomstick .............1956 ........1901
Buckpasser ............1970 ........1963
Busher ...................1964 ........1942
Bushranger ............1967 ........1930
Cafe Prince .............1985 ........1970
Carry Back .............1975 ........1958
Cavalcade ...............1993 ........1931
Challedon ...............1977 ........1936
Chris Evert .............1988 ........1971
Cicada ....................1967 ........1959
Cigar ......................2002 ........1990
Citation ...................1959 ........1945
Coaltown ................1983 ........1945
Colin .......................1956 ........1905
Commando ............1956 ........1898
Cougar II ................2006 ........1966
Count Fleet .............1961 ........1940
Crusader ................1995 ........1923
Dahlia .....................1981 ........1970
Damascus ..............1974 ........1964
Dance Smartly ........2003 ........1988
Dark Mirage ...........1974 ........1965
Davona Dale ...........1985 ........1976
Desert Vixen ...........1979 ........1970
Devil Diver ..............1980 ........1939
Discovery ...............1969 ........1931
Domino ..................1955 ........1891
Dr. Fager ................1971 ........1964
Duke of Magenta ....2011 ........1875
Easy Goer ...............1997 ........1986
Eight Thirty ............1994 ........1936
Elkridge ..................1966 ........1938
Emperor of Norfolk ..1988 ........1885
Equipoise ...............1957 ........1928
Exceller ..................1999 ........1973
Exterminator ..........1957 ........1915
Fair Play .................1956 ........1905
Fairmount ...............1985 ........1921
Fashion ..................1980 ........1837
Firenze ...................1981 ........1884
Flatterer ..................1994 ........1979
Flawlessly ...............2004 ........1988
Foolish Pleasure .....1995 ........1972
Forego ....................1979 ........1970
Fort Marcy ..............1998 ........1964
Gallant Bloom ........1977 ........1966
Gallant Fox .............1957 ........1927
Gallant Man ............1987 ........1954
Gallorette ...............1962 ........1942
Gamely ...................1980 ........1964
Genuine Risk ..........1986 ........1977
Ghostzapper ...........2012 ........2000
Go For Wand ..........1996 ........1987
Good and Plenty .....1956 ........1900
Granville .................1997 ........1933
Grey Lag ................1957 ........1918
Gun Bow ................1999 ........1960
Hamburg ................1986 ........1895
Hanover .................1955 ........1884
Harry Bassett .........2010 ........1868
Henry of Navarre ....1985 ........1891
Hill Prince ..............1991 ........1947
Hindoo ...................1955 ........1878
Holy Bull ................2001 ........1991
Housebuster ...........2013 ........1987

Imp  ........................1965 ........1894
Inside Information ..2008 ........1991
Invasor ...................2013 ........2002
Jay Trump ..............1971 ........1957
John Henry ............1990 ........1975
Johnstown .............1992 ........1936
Jolly Roger .............1965 ........1922
Kelso ......................1967 ........1957
Kentucky ................1983 ........1861
Kingston .................1955 ........1884
La Prevoyante ........1995 ........1970
Lady’s Secret ..........1992 ........1982
L’Escargot ..............1977 ........1963
Lexington ...............1955 ........1850
Lonesome Glory .....2005 ........1988
Longfellow .............1971 ........1867
Luke Blackburn ......1956 ........1877
Lure .......................2013 ........1989
Majestic Prince ......1988 ........1966
Manila ....................2008 ........1983
Man o’ War ............1957 ........1917
Maskette ................2001 ........1908
McDynamo .............2013 ........1997
Miesque .................1999 ........1984
Miss Woodford ......1967 ........1880
Moms Command ...2007 ........1982
Myrtlewood ............1979 ........1932
Nashua ...................1965 ........1952
Native Dancer .........1963 ........1950
Native Diver ............1978 ........1959
Needles ..................2000 ........1953
Neji  ........................1966 ........1950
Noor .......................2002 ........1945
Northern Dancer ....1976 ........1961
Oedipus ..................1978 ........1946
Old Rosebud ..........1968 ........1911
Omaha ...................1965 ........1932
Open Mind .............2011 ........1986
Pan Zareta ..............1972 ........1910
Parole .....................1984 ........1873
Paseana .................2001 ........1987
Personal Ensign .....1993 ........1984
Peter Pan ...............1956 ........1904
Planet .....................2012  .......1855
Point Given ............2010 ........1998
Precisionist ............2003 ........1981
Princess Doreen .....1982 ........1921
Princess Rooney ....1991 ........1980
Real Delight ............1987 ........1949
Regret ....................1957 ........1912
Reigh Count ...........1978 ........1925
Riva Ridge ..............1998 ........1969
Roamer ..................1981 ........1911
Roseben .................1956 ........1901
Round Table ...........1972 ........1954
Ruffian ...................1976 ........1972
Ruthless .................1975 ........1864
Safely Kept .............2011 ........1986
Salvator ..................1955 ........1886
Sarazen ..................1957 ........1921
Seabiscuit ..............1958 ........1933
Searching ...............1978 ........1952
Seattle Slew ...........1981 ........1974
Secretariat ..............1974 ........1970
Serena’s Song ........2002 ........1992
Shuvee ...................1975 ........1966
Silverbulletday .......1996 ........2009
Silver Charm ..........2007 ........1994
Silver Spoon ..........1978 ........1956
Sir Archy ................1955 ........1805
Sir Barton ...............1957 ........1916
Skip Away ..............2004 ........1993
Sky Beauty .............2011 ........1990
Slew o’ Gold ...........1992 ........1980
Spectacular Bid ......1982 ........1976
Stymie ....................1975 ........1941
Sun Beau ................1996 ........1925
Sunday Silence ......1996 ........1986
Susan’s Girl ............1976 ........1969
Swaps ....................1966 ........1952
Swoons Son ...........2007 ........1953
Sword Dancer ........1977 ........1956
Sysonby .................1956 ........1902
Ta Wee ...................1994 ........1966
Ten Broeck .............1982 ........1872
Tim Tam .................1985 ........1955
Tiznow....................1997 ........2009
Tom Fool ................1960 ........1949
Top Flight ...............1966 ........1929
Tosmah ..................1984 ........1961
Tuscalee .................2013 ........1960
Twenty Grand .........1957 ........1928
Twilight Tear ...........1963 ........1941
Two Lea ..................1982 ........1946
War Admiral ...........1958 ........1934
Whirlaway ..............1959 ........1938
Whisk Broom II ......1979 ........1907
Winning Colors ......2000 ........1985
Zaccio ....................1990 ........1976
Zev  ........................1983 ........1920

JOCKEYS
John Adams ..................1965
Frank D. Adams .............1970
Joe Aitcheson Jr ...........1978
G. Edward Arcaro ..........1958
Ted F. Atkinson ..............1957
Braulio Baeza ................1976
Jerry Bailey ...................1995
George Barbee ..............1996
Caroll K. Bassett ............1972
Shelby “Pike” Barnes ....2011
Russell Baze ..................1999
Walter Blum ..................1987
William N. Boland .........2006
Calvin Borel ...................2013
George Bostwick ...........1968
Sam Boulmetis Sr .........1973
Steve Brooks .................1963
Don Brumfield ...............1996
Thomas H. Burns ..........1983
James H. Butwell ..........1984
J. Dallett Byers ..............1967
Steve Cauthen ...............1994
Frank Coltiletti ...............1970
Angel Cordero Jr ...........1988
Robert H. Crawford .......1973
Pat Day .........................1991
Eddie Delahoussaye ......1993
Kent Desormeaux ..........2004
Lavelle Ensor .................1962
Laverne Fator ................1955
Earlie Fires ....................2001
Jerry Fishback ...............1992
Mack Garner .................1969
Edward Garrison ...........1955
Avelino Gomez ..............1982
Henry F. Griffin ..............1956
O. Eric Guerin ................1972
Anthony Hamilton .........2012
William J. Hartack .........1959
Sandy Hawley ...............1992
Albert Johnson ..............1971
William J. Knapp ...........1969
Julie Krone ....................2000
Clarence Kummer .........1972
Charles Kurtsinger ........1967
John P. Loftus ...............1959
John Eric Longden ........1958
Daniel A. Maher .............1955
Eddie Maple ..................2009 
J. Linus McAtee ............1956
Chris McCarron .............1989
Conn McCreary .............1975
Rigan McKinney ............1968
James McLaughlin ........1955
Walter Miller..................1955
Isaac B. Murphy ............1955
Ralph Neves ..................1960
Joe Notter .....................1963
Winfield O Connor .........1956
George M. Odom ...........1955
Frank O’Neill ..................1956
Ivan H. Parke .................1978
Gilbert W. Patrick ..........1970

Don Pierce ....................2010
Laffit Pincay Jr ..............1975
Edgar Prado ..................2008
Samuel Purdy ...............1970
John Reiff .....................1956
Alfred Robertson ...........1971
Randy Romero ..............2010
John L. Rotz ..................1983
Earl Sande .....................1955
Jose Santos ..................2007
John Sellers ..................2007
Carroll H. Shilling ..........1970
William Shoemaker .......1958
Willie Simms .................1977
Tod Sloan ......................1955
Mike Smith ....................2003
Alfred P. Smithwick .......1973
Gary Stevens .................1997
James Stout ..................1968
Fred Taral ......................1955
Bayard Tuckerman Jr ....1973
Ron Turcotte .................1979
Nash Turner ..................1955
Robert N. Ussery ..........1980
Ismael Valenzuela..........2008
Jacinto Vasquez ............1998
Jorge Velasquez ............1990
John Velazquez .............2012
Thomas Walsh ..............2005
Jack Westrope ..............2002
Jimmy Winkfield ...........2004
George M. Woolf ...........1955
Raymond Workman ......1956
Manuel Ycaza ................1977

TRAINERS
Roger Attfield ................2012
Bob Baffert ....................2009
Lazaro S. Barrera ..........1979
H. Guy Bedwell ..............1971
Edward D. Brown ..........1984
Preston M. Burch ..........1963
J. Elliott Burch ...............1980
William P. Burch ............1955
Fred Burlew ...................1973
Matthew Byrnes ............2011
Frank E. Childs ..............1968
Henry S. Clark ...............1982
W. Burling Cocks ...........1985
James P. Conway ..........1996
Warren A. Croll Jr .........1994
Grover G. “Bud” Delp ....2002
Neil Drysdale .................2000
William Duke .................1956
Janet Elliot ....................2009
Louis Feustel .................1964
James Fitzsimmons ......1958
Henry Forrest ................2007
Robert Frankel ...............1995
John M. Gaver Sr ..........1966
Carl Hanford ..................2006
Thomas J. Healey ..........1955
Samuel C. Hildreth ........1955
Hubert “Sonny” Hine .....2003

Maximilian Hirsch .........1959
William J. Hirsch ...........1982
Thomas Hitchcock ........1973
Jerry Hollendorfer .........2011
Hollie Hughes ................1973
John J. Hyland ..............1956
Hirsch Jacobs ...............1958
H. Allen Jerkens ............1975
William R. Johnson .......1986
Philip G. Johnson ..........1997
LeRoy Jolley .................1987
Horace A. Jones ............1959
Benjamin A. Jones ........1958
A. Jack Joyner ...............1955
Tommy Kelly .................1993
Lucien Laurin ................1977
J. Howard Lewis ...........1969
D. Wayne Lukas ............1999
Horatio A. Luro .............1980
John E. Madden ............1983
James W. Maloney ........1989
Richard Mandella ..........2001
Frank Martin ..................1981
Ron McAnally ................1990
Frank McCabe ...............2007
Henry McDaniel ............1956
“Shug” McGaughey .......2004
MacKenzie Miller ...........1987
“Buster” Millerick ..........2010
William Molter ...............1960
William I. Mott ..............1998
W. F. Mulholland ............1967
Carl Nafzger ..................2008
Edward A. Neloy ............1983
John A. Nerud ...............1972
Burley Parke ..................1986
Angel Penna ..................1988
Jacob Pincus .................1988
John W. Rogers ............1955
James G. Rowe Sr ........1955
Flint S. Schulhofer .........1992
Jonathan Sheppard .......1990
Robert A. Smith ............1976
Tom Smith ....................2001
D. M. Smithwick ............1971
Woodford Stephens ......1976
Mesh Tenney .................1991
Henry J. Thompson ......1969
Harry Trotsek ................1984
Marion Van Berg ...........1970
Jack C. Van Berg ...........1985
Sylvester Veitch ............1977
John Veitch ...................2007
R. W. Walden ................1970
Michael G. Walsh ..........1997
Sherrill W. Ward ............1978
Sidney Watters Jr ..........2005
Robert Wheeler .............2012
Frank Whiteley Jr ..........1978
Charles Whittingham .....1974
Ansel Williamson ..........1998
G. Carey Winfrey ...........1975
William C. Winfrey ........1971
Nick Zito ........................2005

Bill Mott

2013 Induction 
Ceremony
Friday, Aug. 9

10:30 a.m.
Sales Pavilion 

at Fasig-Tipton, 
on East Avenue

Free & open to public:

Housebuster
Invasor

Lure
McDynamo

Tuscalee
Calvin Borel

Tod Marks
Point Given, Hall of Famer.

John Velazquez
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Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Best Bets in Saratoga
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Put your business card in front 
of thousands of racing fans every day 

during the Saratoga meet. 

Call (302) 545-4424 or 
(302) 545-7713 for information.

LARGE MULTI DEALER SHOP

at SUTTON’S

ANTIQUES
MARKET PLACE

     Daily  9 - 5:30      (518) 798-0010
1066 State Route 9  Queensbury, NY 12804  

between Northway (I-87) Exits 19 & 20

Voted BEST of the REGION 2013

139 UNION AVENUE
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 

518.871.1473
THEBROOKTAVERN.COM

LOCAL 
FAVORITE
IN A HISTORIC

SARATOGA 
NEIGHBORHOOD

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:50 AM  Page 1

Radwan, Brown & Company psc

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

certified public accountants

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com
(859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry. Now, I 
can watch the horses again.”  -Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable 

THE
WISHING

WELL 
Since 1936

“CLASSIC
ELEGANCE”

in the foothills of the 
Adirondacks a few miles north 

of  Saratoga Springs

745 Saratoga Road, Wilton, NY
518.584.7640

wishingwellrestaurant.com

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:51 AM  Page 2

Use Saratoga’s 
Hometown Handicapper 

for racing selections 
all year long.

VAHorsracingNews.com

Virginia Horseracing News, the newest and 
best source of information related to racing and 
breeding Thoroughbreds in the Commonwealth.

Glenn Petty
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Other 2013 stakes winners, Point Of Entry, Dayatthespa, Revolutionary, Kobe’s Back, Cigar Street and Data Link Ph
ot

os
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y 
Z

Mike Smith walked into the paddock for the 
Breeders’ Cup Mile at Gulfstream Park in 1992. 
Shug McGaughey said hello, shook hands and wait-
ed. The future Hall of Fame trainer stood with the 
future Hall of Fame jockey and didn’t give a word 
of instruction for the future Hall of Fame horse. 

About the time they called for riders’ up, Mc-
Gaughey told Smith one thing.

Smith knew what it meant.
“Shug isn’t going to brag too much, he lets the 

horse brag for him. He doesn’t say much about a 
horse. When he said a horse was all right, I’d be 
like, ‘Whew, how good is this thing?’ ” Smith said. 
“Coming into the paddock for the Breeders’ Cup, 

he didn’t give me any instructions, he just said, ‘I’ve 
never had one train like this before a race.’ I knew 
then and there, at a young age, that something spe-
cial was about to happen.”

Lure made sure of it. 
Making his third career start on the turf, Clai-

borne Farm’s son of Danzig wired Paradise Creek 
and 12 others, scooting around the Gulfstream turf 
course to win by 3 lengths, finishing the mile in 
1:32 4/5. It wasn’t the margin of victory or the time 
or the competition he ousted, no, it was the free-

dom in which he did it. He ran like he wanted to, 
thrilled by his own speed, free as new love. 

Switched to the turf two races before the Breed-
ers’ Cup Mile, Lure did something special that day, 
then did it again and again, finishing first or second 
in 17 consecutive starts from September 1992 to 
November 1994. 

Smith and Lure won two Breeders’ Cup Miles, 
the Gotham, Churchill Downs Turf Classic, Dixie, 

No 
Doubt

Barbara Livingston
Lure and an exultant Mike Smith reach the finish of the 1993 Breeders’ Cup Mile

Streaking turf blazer Lure 
takes place among greats
for Smith, McGaughey

BY SEAN CLANCY

HALL OF FAME 2013

See LURE page 42 
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Darryl’s Joy, Kelso, Elkhorn, Caesar’s International 
and Bernard Baruch. They finished second in the 
Lexington, Kelso, Manhattan, Caesar’s Interna-
tional, Turf Classic, Dixie and Kelso. Best known 
for his exploits at a mile, Lure won the Caesar’s In-
ternational at a mile and three-sixteenths and won 
the Bernard Baruch going a mile and an eighth. 

The numbers pop off the page. 14 wins, 8 sec-
onds from 25 starts. The 17-race streak of 1-2. 
More than $2.5 million in earnings. And now a 
plaque in the Hall of Fame.

At 2, Lure won his debut at Belmont in June, 
skipped Saratoga and finished second in an allow-
ance race at Belmont in September before flopping 
in the Champagne. Smith climbed aboard for the 
first time in March 1992, winning an allowance 
race at Aqueduct, then dead-heating with Devil His 
Due in the Gotham. They finished second in the 
Lexington at Keeneland, then beat just one horse in 
the Riva Ridge. 

McGaughey brought Lure to Saratoga and ev-
erything changed. 

 “From the time we put him on the grass (in train-
ing) up here when he was a 3-year-old, you saw him 
get better and better and better,” McGaughey said. 
“We ran him on it and he wasn’t where I wanted 
him to be then and he won way off. Some of those 
figure guys come running down to the winner’s cir-
cle going, ‘Do you know what he just did?’ I didn’t 
know what he had done. He had won, you know.”

Lure won his turf debut in September at Bel-
mont, he won by 10 1/4 lengths. 

“He was some kind of impressive,” Smith said. 
“We always knew there was something special 
there, it was just getting it out of him. I guess it was 
the grass that did it, but he was pretty special on 
the dirt too. He just was more confident and com-
fortable on the grass.”

Lure returned to finish second to Roman Envoy 
in the Kelso on soft turf and then shot out of the 
cannon at Gulfstream. 

“When I took him to the Florida for the Breeders’ 
Cup. I’ve never seen a horse keep moving forward, 
keep moving forward like he did,” McGaughey 
said. “The day he ran, I got him in the paddock 
and kinda looked back and said, ‘Good Lord, look 
at this.’ You know, we look at them in the stall or 
they have a blanket on.”

The blanket was off and the march to the Hall 
of Fame was on. 

“He was a rider’s dream, man,” Smith said. “You 
could do anything, a lot of people think he was a 
front-end miler, but what they don’t understand, 
he was just naturally quick, he had that naturally 
quick muscle twitch, out of the gate, bam, he was 
1-2.”

A year after winning his first Breeders’ Cup 
Mile, Lure returned as the favorite in the Mile 
again. Breaking from the 12 hole at Santa Anita, 
Lure ignited his speed to clear 11 rivals inside him, 
then allowed Smith to turn the pot to simmer, then 
accelerated off the turn to win easily. 

It was a stunning performance. 
“I needed him to be sharp from that post, I let 

him know that I needed him leaving there, I warmed 
him up good, got him on his toes good, I had him 
ready in the gate, when I squeezed him leaving 
there, he was a like a Quarter Horse,” Smith said. 
“I needed every bit to get over, man, did he give it to 
me, leaving there. Then I put him on idle after that 
and he just cruised around there, I never touched 
him with the stick that day. That was probably his 
most impressive race, to beat a field like that, from 
that post, without even asking him for everything.”

Twenty years later, Lure takes his rightful place 
in the Hall of Fame. The plaque will give the stats 
– wins, seconds, earnings. Give Smith a chisel and 
he’d add some color.

“He was a brilliant horse, a dream ride, just one 
of those special horses, it was an honor to be a part 

of him,” Smith said. “When he went to his left lead 
into the turn, that son of a gun would just drop, he 
would get so close to that rail without hitting it, 
just smoke around that rail, he would put separa-
tion between himself and his competition, it was in-
credible. If there was any argument about the Hall 
of Fame, it was why it took so long.”

Lure –
 Continued from page 41

Tod Marks
Trainer Shug McGaughey.
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Make the next step the 
right step for your newly 

purchased yearlings
Send them to WCTC and get the kind of results we’ve been talking about for years—

2013 Santa Anita Derby-G1 winner, Goldencents (left) and July 7th Dance Smartly Stakes-G2 
winner Solid Appeal both received their early educations at Webb Carroll Training Center.

Located in South Carolina, WCTC offers the ideal 
winter climate. Our amenities include:

• 7/8-mile irrigated dirt track
• 3/4-mile irrigated turf course 
• Full-scale gate with experienced crew
• Enclosed 8-horse exerciser
• Swim facility with excellent rehab program
• Ample shaded turn-out
• Complete veterinary care by Southern 

Equine service
Large sets and customized training programs 

allow us to give your youngsters a complete 
education suited to their individual needs.  
We take our time and do it right.

Our results speak for themselves:

Year Winners Stakes 2YO winners

2010 262 15 (6 graded) 32 (38 wins)

2011 325 25 (10 graded) 50 (54 wins)

2012 428 33 (9 graded) 47 (57 wins)

2013* 275 19 (9 graded)   5 ( 5 wins )  

                                        *Thru 8/5/13

Webb Carroll
TRAINING CENTER

P.O. Box 224, St. Matthews, SC 29135 • 803-655-5738 office • 803-655-5221 fax

A job well done, a name you can rely on.
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 A must see... 
WebbCarroll.com
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During the day, jockeys and horsemen partnered to 
get the results they wanted at the track, but Wednes-
day night they found themselves on opposing sides of 
the court. It was the annual charity basketball game 
between jockeys and trainers. Funds raised went to the 
Race Track Chaplaincy, whose mission is to support the 
backstretch workers.

The trainers wore red, and the jocks were in silks. 
Pricey silks at that. Program Director Nick Caras said 
sponsorships were $3,000. Caras said almost $25,000 
was raised for the night.

He said the turnout was “excellent,” and estimated 
more than 400 people in attendance at the Saratoga West 
Side Recereation Center. Twenty backstretch employees 
volunteered for the event, and handled the fold-up chairs 
used for seating.

Highlights of the evening included jockey Rajiv Mara-
gh’s fluorescent orange sneakers, and the knowledge that 
these are professional horse people and not NBA players 
in disguise.

There was one ex-pro in attendance. Former NBA 
player and coach Avery Johnson was a little lost himself. 
As they lined up for the tip-off, Johnson looked around 
trying to figure out which way he was going. His team-
mate, jockey John Velazquez, straightened it out for him.

The halftime score was 32-25, horsemen in the lead, 
though the jocks were still hanging on – despite the ob-
vious disadvantage of being 5 feet or less in height and 
playing basketball in long-sleeved, flapping silks. Manuel 
Franco showed some smooth moves as he sunk buckets. 
And the jockeys excelled at steals as they snuck through 
their larger opponents with quick grabs.

Nobody dunked.
The evening was full of laughs and smiles. Smiles af-

ter successful shots matching the width of the ones dis-
played for winning races. The theme for the night was 
fun and easy, with the right taste of competition. Enough 
to make some cringe as million-dollar players charged 
into the fray.

The night ended with a score of 46-39, trainers.
On Monday night, the jocks hang up their sneaks to 

break out the vocals – karaoke for charity. As basketball 
game announcer Mitch Levites said, “Let’s hope they 
sing better than they play hoops.”

No 
Dunks

Dave Harmon
Angel Cordero (left) gives some instruction to former NBA player Avery Johnson.

Trainers outlast jocks  
in charity hoops game

BY REBECCA FEDLER

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales

Camden, South Carolina has been home to Thoroughbred 
excellence for generations.The tradition continues.

Donna Freyer
Camden, SC
803-425-4848 • 803-713-8776
djfreyer@bellsouth.net
www.customcareequine.com

CON GEE WINS 
SARATOGA MAIDEN

Tod Marks photo
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With over 20 years of experience 
we know how to get you started in
fractional ownership.

Compete at the highest levels. Enjoy a unique lifestyle experience. 
Share the expenses. Live a dream. Make new friends. Create 
memories with your family. Oh, and have a darn good time doing it.

Begin your journey.

WWW.WESTPOINTTB.COM/SPA

This advertisement is for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell securities.

A horse can
take you on

an incredible
journey.

The Gold Standard
in Racing Partnerships

Follow us at www.twitter.com/westpointtbred

It sure seemed like a good idea, if a bit out there, 
far-fetched, potentially chaotic and possibly some-
what dangerous.

McDynamo, a three-time steeplechase champion 
and millionaire, gets inducted into the Hall of Fame 
today. He’s 16 years old, and lives on a farm in Penn-
sylvania. He foxhunts, hacks around with ponies, 
makes occasional appearances at steeplechase race 
meets to lead races for children. 

Once his (automatic) induction became official this 
spring, it dawned on me that he might be the rare – 
extremely rare – Thoroughbred who could actually 
attend his Hall of Fame ceremony.

He’s not a stallion, not a pregnant mare, not dead. 
He’s also somewhat comfortable around crowds, if 
not so fond of closed-in spaces (his flat career ended 
partly because he hated the starting gate). I emailed 
Brien Bouyea at the Hall of Fame. He loved the idea. 
Then it stalled. It’s not anybody’s fault, it just stalled. 
Where would McDynamo be? Could he come in the 
pavilion? Could he lead the post parade for a race? 
Would he tolerate the noise? Would Fasig-Tipton al-
low another horse on the grounds with the sales year-
lings? 

Most of those questions were answered with an 
“I don’t know.” If The Special had a marketing team 
and a budget, this could have been a spring/summer 
project. “Just get it done,” I could have hollered from 
down the hall. And don’t call me until it’s figured out.

Owners Michael and Anne Moran were game. 
She even called NYRA about leading a post parade. 
Again, the idea stalled. 

Not anybody’s fault, and I’d have been more than 
happy with a spot outside the pavilion for petting and 
visiting. Trainer Sanna Hendriks would have gone for 
it. The horse probably would have hated parts of it, 
but he’d have liked parts of it too. Hendriks men-
tioned a pulled muscle that cost him some time last 
year, but he was due to get back to light work exer-
cising hounds and going for trail rides. 

A big, robust son of Dynaformer, McDynamo 
would have looked a picture. Dapples, long tail, look 
of attention, a healthy belly. He could have strolled 
the back ring at the sales grounds, posed for photog-
raphers and television cameras, sent out good vibes 
for the yearlings.

I like to think about what horses might say to each 
other. The Hall of Famer would have told the young-
sters, “Everything’s going to be OK. You’re going to 
a good place. Someday you’ll realize life’s about the 
journey. Soak it in. I’m 16 – I’ve been a sales year-
ling, a racehorse, a claustrophobic nut, a surgical pa-
tient, a champion, a foxhunter, a babysitter, a friend 
to little kids and ponies. And, hey, now I’m a Hall of 
Famer. Maybe that’ll happen to you someday. Just do 
your best kids. Now somebody get me another flake 
of alfalfa.”

Then think of what he could have been for fans. 
McDynamo, shining example of all that’s good in 
racing. He ran, tried, won, lost, jumped, fell, got up, 
earned a million dollars. 

He won a race at the same one-day race meet seven 
years in a row. And people could have touched him, 
said hello, paid a real visit to a Hall of Famer. Part of 
the magic of the ceremony every year is the physical 
presence of so many of the game’s greats. Why limit 
that to humans? Bring a horse, and watch the magic 
really flow.

Mostly, he could have been a bridge for Thorough-
breds everywhere. McDynamo, whether he made it 
here for his induction ceremony or not, is an example 
of what the breed can do. Much like Mr. Hot Stuff, 
who won the A.P. Smithwick Memorial steeplechase 
four years after running in the Kentucky Derby, Mc-
Dynamo used steeplechasing as his canvas. It could 
have easily been flat racing. 

He’s bred to be a star, he sold at Keeneland, he 
won two races on the turf with Moran as owner and 
trainer. Pat Day rode him. Like so many, he could 
never get beyond that second allowance condition, 
however. Moran turned to jump races rather than 
claiming races and the rest is history. Today, the 
owner deserves to be celebrated for that as much as 
anything else. Moran and all the others who came in 
contact with the horse (Hendriks, Craig Thornton, 
Brianne Slater, Gus Brown, Jody Petty, John Hodges 
and Don on the farm…) helped McDynamo become 
McDynamo. 

They all deserve to take a bow, and so did the 
horse. 

by Joe Clancy

theoutsiderail Horse in Hall

Start taking notes
sells Sunday, August 11
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And finally Tuscalee gets in the Hall of Fame. 
The 37-time jump winner will be a commensurate 

line at the end of most stories about the Hall of Fame. 
Of course, rail-skimming Kentucky Derby scion Cal-
vin Borel will garner the most lines of type, the most 
minutes of ovation. 

Greased-lightning miler Lure will get his accolades. 
Invasor, even though he seems too recent, deserves it. It 
took a while but, two-time champion sprinter House-
buster get his plaque. McDynamo, after winning the 
biggest American steeplechase five times in a row, gets 
in at first asking. 

Then there’s Tuscalee. 
If you grew up in steeplechasing, Tuscalee walks 

on water. His name rolls off the tongue, his exploits 
etched in your heart, every horse who wins a lot of 
races gets compared to Tuscalee. 

Quietly determined, he won 37 races, the most 
of any steeplechase horse. Owned by Alfred Smith, 
trained by J. Leiter Aitcheson and ridden by his son, 
Joe Aitcheson Jr., Tuscalee showed up every weekend, 
the real hunt meet horse, from the time he was 3 until 
his retirement at 12. 

Joe Aitcheson, 85, couldn’t make the trip to Sarato-
ga. A Hall of Famer since 1978, Aitcheson would have 
been a hit. 

Thursday evening, he picked up the phone on the 
third ring. 

“You tell them, he was the toughest horse 
I ever rode. He could be a little bit sore and 
he’d run his heart out. He was a little bit of 
a rogue when he was a stud, Mr. Smith sent 
him up to my dad. I got him straightened 
out. He loved to jump fences, I just found 
that out, out in the woods, I had built a few 
little fences, he was still a bit of rogue, he’d 
shy and do all this stuff, I headed him to 
those fences, I bounced him over a couple 
and he loved it, he was a perfect horse to 
ride after that. He was nice and quiet, head 
him toward a fence, he would gather up and 
tear at them and handled them good.

“They called him the Iron Horse. He ran 
80 some races, it was amazing, I’m telling 
you. He was barely 16 hands. He was a little 
small for a jumper, the more I rode him, the 
better I liked him. He was the perfect horse 
to ride. 

“You’d break him in the pack and he’d 
come out of there running. He was great, a 
perfect kind of horse to ride. He could jump 
little fences or big brush fences, he would 
jump anything. He was the perfect jumper. I 
could not find fault with him at all, you tell 
them that tomorrow.

“My dad loved him. Like me, he wasn’t 
so sure about Tuscalee at first, but the more 
he had him, the better he liked him. He won 
a race every year from when he was 3 until 
he was 12. He was a great horse.

“He was roguish at first, but he loved to 
jump. If they love to jump, they’ll do well. 

He trained at my dad’s farm, on a little half-
mile track, my sister Jane, galloped him.

“At Monmouth Park, the Midsummer 
Hurdle, it used to be a tough race to win for 
any horse. When I heard he was running in 
that, I felt like my dad shouldn’t have en-
tered him, I thought they would probably 
run away from him. I said, ‘One thing I’ll 
do is try to break him off in the first couple 
of horses, so it doesn’t look too bad when 
they pull away from him.’ He got on the 
lead, I slowed it up a little bit, for the whole 
race, he had a good hold of me, when they 
came to him at the end, he pulled away from 
them. 

“He could jump any type of fence, at 
the hunt meets, they had all types of fences, 
some of them were good and some of them 
were bad. He piled up more wins at the hunt 
meets, that’s the reason I thought when they 
put him in the Midsummer Hurdle Handi-
cap that he was just a hunt meet horse and 
he wouldn’t be able to handle those horses 
coming down from New York. He pulled 
away from all of them. 

“He’s most definitely a Hall of Famer. 
Don’t forget to them they called him the 
Iron Horse. A lot of people who knew him 
would call him that. Tell them what I told 
you, OK?” 

No problem, Joe. 

cupofcoffee
by Sean Clancy

Telling Them

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Downtown  Saratoga  •  64 wooDlawn avenue • 518 581-7830
info@lermanlawfirm.com  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE • STABLE LEASES• STEWARDS HEARINGS • LIENS AND DEBT COLLECTION 
GAMING COMMISION REPRESENTATION • EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENTS • MISCELLANEOUS EQUINE LAW ISSUES

Ethan C. Lerman, Esq.

• Over 30 years experience 
in the equine industry

• Expertise in handling all types of 
criminal matters: felony, 
misdemeanor & traffic matters

• 8 years experience as state 
public defender

• Former Municipal Court Judge

• Licensed in multiple states, 
Federal & Tribal courts
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Invasor
Twice Top-Rated Horse 
in the World
———————
Horse of the Year 
———————
Eclipse Champion 
Older Male
———————
SIX Consecutive G1 Wins
———————
Winner of NINE G1 Races 
including the  
Dubai World Cup and  
Breeders’ Cup Classic

2013 Inductee
National Museum  

of Racing  
Hall of Fame

R i c k  N I c h o l s ,  G e n e r a l  M a n a g e r 
4 6 0 0  F t .  S p r i n g s  R o a d  
L e x i n g t o n ,  K Y  4 0 5 1 3   

w w w . s h a d w e l l f a r m . c o m

by Candy Stripes
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