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Hard Not To Like nails Tepin in Gr. 1 Diana 

Not So Fast 



2 Sunday, July 26, 2015The Saratoga Special

Post Office Box 150   Paris, Kentucky 40362-0150  
Tel.(859) 233-4252   Fax 765-0804   claibornefarm.com
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Blame
ARCH –  L IABLE,  by  SEEKING THE GOLD

Leads All Second Crop Sires
SIX Graded Stakes Horses in His 1st Crop _________________________ 

including MARCH (on the rail) winner of the  
Woody Stephens S.-G2 and Bay Shore S.-G3 in back to back starts.
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Sage Hall, sixth race. Laue Ranch stays with the theme and names Cayuga’s Waters’ 2-year-
old daughter after a Cornell University building – once a residence hall but now home to the 
graduate school of management. Sage Hall was built in 1875. Cayuga’s Waters is named for 
Cornell’s alma mater “Far Above Cayuga’s Waters.” Cayuga Lake is the longest of New York’s 
Finger Lakes.

Tout, eighth race. The 4-year-old colt, a homebred for Claiborne Farm and Adele Dilschneider, 
is out of Praise. 

BY THE NUMBERS
1: Audi convertible with a canoe in the front seat in town Saturday morning.

10.64: Miles walked by first-year intern Annise Montplaisir Friday.

14: Hours it took owner/trainer/van driver Rae Fernandez to ship Tobias to Saratoga from North 
Carolina – 1 1/2 hours less than it took to get to Belmont a few weeks ago.

CONVERSATION OF THE DAY
Mitch Friedman gives Jimmy Jerkens a ride in his golf cart Saturday morning.
Friedman: “I’m the Uber of the backstretch.”
Jerkens: “OK. Let’s go.”
(Golf cart won’t start).
Friedman: “What’s wrong with this thing?”
Jerkens: “To hell with you.”
(Jerkens gets in another cart)
Friedman: “There goes my Uber career.”

here&there... at Saratoga

Connie Bush
BAD NEIGHBOR. You know the guy, the one who’s always in your business.

Be a part of it

NEW YORKEMCEE 
Unbridled’s Song – Surf Club (Ocean Crest)
Standing at Sequel Stallions, New York
859-255-8537 or 800-925-2913
www.darleyamerica.com

The fastest stallion son of Unbridled’s Song.
The fastest winner of the G1 Forego.

Speed, that’s why...

Why Emcee,
eh?

DAR8566 Saratoga Special Emcee 26 JULY15  24/07/2015  13:04  Page 1
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WORTH REPEATING
“I could do it. What the hell else am I doing?”

Trainer Mitch Friedman, about paper delivery

“He’ll do it.”
Agent Steven Rushing when asked if Irad Ortiz  

would ride a jumper if the title was on the line on the last day

“What are you going to do at the lake? Drown.”
Agent Matt Muzikar, to The Special’s Sean Clancy Saturday morning

“Hats. Stands. Golf carts. Jackets. I remember when the only overhead The Special had was 
the kids.”

Claiborne’s Bernie Sams, looking at two Special golf carts Saturday morning

“Elf.”
Kylie Rushing, 12, when seeing Muzikar Saturday morning  

(think Will Ferrell in a green costume)

“Always, he always told me that. If he had seen it, he would have been…surprised.”
Trainer Chad Brown, referring to Hall of Fame trainer Bobby Frankel  

who said a horse couldn’t lose ground around two turns and win on the turf,  
after Mrs McDougal did exactly that to win the Lake George  

“When you ride for good trainers, they want you to save ground and wait. That’s what they tell 
you every time.”

Jockey Irad Ortiz, after winning the Lake George

here&there... at Saratoga

800-523-8143

“Rain here is a lot better than rain at Ellis Park.”

– Trainer Al Stall Jr.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

YOUR SOURCE FOR NY-BREDS  
Phone: (518) 423-2028

www.saratogaglenfarm.com

NAME OF THE DAY
Woke Up Tired, first race. 

Appropriate for Monday morning of sales week. 
That’s us. 

Chide, 10th race. 
Another Claiborne/Dilschneider gem, 

the 3-year-old filly is by Blame out of Yell.

Connie Bush
CARROT PLEASE. This backside resident practices the begging face.
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Why Sell Anywhere Else?Why Sell Anywhere Else?

K E E N E L A N D 
THE WORLD IS COMING

K E E N E L A N D 
THE WORLD IS COMING

Following the Breeders’ Cup World Championships at Keeneland

NOVEMBER BREEDING  
STOCK SALE

Entries Close  
Monday,  

August 3rd November 2–14, 2015



6 Sunday, July 26, 2015The Saratoga Special
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here&there... at Saratoga
WORTH REPEATING
“FedEx is a great company. They do good work.”

Tony Jaccino, of the NYRA horse identification department,  
to a horsemen trying to get papers from Florida to New York

“Bppbbbppbb.”
Jockey Shaun Bridgmohan, on how Noble Bird worked Saturday.  

We have no idea how to spell it, but it meant very good.

“We had a half to that horse. We had a foal out of Harve de Grace. The other one. It was unreal, 
having that and having Havre de Grace. I forget what horse it was now. Needless to say it didn’t 
turn out to be good enough to say how good it was.”

Larry Jones, who indeed trained 2011 Horse of the Year Havre de Grace  
(not to be confused with the similarly spelled  

dam of Schuylerville winner Off The Tracks)

 “She makes me look tall.”
Xavier Aizpuru, exercise rider for diminutive  

Coaching Club American Oaks contender Include Betty

“Come up on Tuesday we’re going to have a second kick of the can with the Prince of Wales, 
second leg of the Canadian Triple Crown.”

Brian Lynch, who won the first leg with Shaman Ghost in the  
Queen’s Plate, during training hours Saturday morning

“No he’s not coming. We do better anyway when he stays home.” 
Bret Jones talking about his father, former Kentucky Gov. Brereton Jones,  

and whether he was making the trip to see 
Include Betty run in the Coaching Club American Oaks

Connie Bush
SLOPPY KISSES. Labradors aren’t the only ones, you know.
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Leah Gyarmati looks down her 
shedrow, deep in the corner of Clare 
Court and Greentree and thinks about 
her 20 horses here and 17 at Belmont 
Park. It’s the most she’s ever trained. 

“I’ve never had to leave that many 
behind,” she said. “It’s just different. 
Trying to stay on top of everything. It’s 
not my favorite way of doing it, but it’s 
nice to have a good group of horses.”

Gyarmati won the Grade 1 Test 
with Sweet Reason last summer and 
started the meet off right, winning the 
opener with Sea Raven. 

Like all trainers, Gyarmati is anx-
ious to see if her 2-year-olds are as 
good as she thinks. 

“Ask me in a couple of weeks, but I 
think so,” she said when asked if they 
were her best crop. “But, if you asked 
me before Sweet Reason, she would 
not have been in my top three. She 
never did any works that were notable. 
That was a shock, when she won.”

Sweet Reason won her career de-
but at Saratoga and followed with a 
win in the Grade 1 Spinaway in 2013. 

Smooth Bert: “He was a nice New 
York-bred as a 2-year-old and 3-year-
old and then he lost his way. We were 
pretty much going to give up and all 
of a sudden he started doing better. 
He hadn’t run in a year. I put him in 
for 25 and he won by the length of the 
stretch and did not get claimed. He’s 
going to run in the John Morrissey.”

Uncle Chester: “He’s by Arch, out 
of Chestoria. He’s supposed to be a 
grass horse, well, we’re hoping he’s a 
grass horse. He’s run on the dirt but 
he’s not a dirt horse.”

Mohawk Lily: “She’s a maiden. 
Turf, dirt, she tries every time but just 
hasn’t gotten there. But she will.”

Wicked Fun: “Two-year-old, she’ll 
run next week, I hope. She’s going to 
want to go long. We’re starting here 
at 6 furlongs but I think she needs 
more distance.”

Big Dance: “He’s a New York-bred 
2-year-old. He’s a bruiser. He hasn’t 
run yet, probably grass. He looks like 
a Jerkens horse, you know how you 
see those horses that have ‘Jerkens’ 
stamped on them. Big.”

Fleeting: “He ran well Friday. He’s 
always under-rated, he’s always dou-
ble-digit odds whenever he runs. He’s 
cool. You’d never know he could run 
the way he trains in the morning. To 
breeze, it’s life and death to get him to 
go a half in 50.”

Sea Raven: “The winner. He was 
the winningest horse in Saratoga, 
briefly. That was great. We had been 
knocking on the door in the two other 
than, two turns really helped.”

Ortiga: “This is an Irish filly Jeff 
(Treadway) bought. She’s by Dark 
Angel. My first European horse. I’ve 
had her for about three weeks. She’s 
grass, she’s just been working on the 
dirt, she works OK. We’ll see. It’s 
hard to tell, I don’t know what she’s 
been running against.”

Wonder Gal: “She’s good, but I 
think we’re going to skip (today’s CCA 
Oaks). I think she needs more time. 
We’re just pushing it a little bit, three 
weeks between the last two and now 
four weeks. She’s doing fine, but she’s 
not…I don’t know, she doesn’t look 
the way she should look and she’s not 
training the way she should train. I’m 
not going to aim at anything, but the 
Alabama is the race we always wanted. 
I don’t know if we would go right into 
that or look for something in between. 
Maybe I’ll go to the Test (laughs).”

Dreamboat Annie: “She’s like one 
muscle when she’s on the track. She’s 

hard to gallop, gets her head up. You 
can tell she’s by Freud (points to white 
face). She broke her maiden against 
open company at Gulfstream. The 
only reason I sent her down there was 
because she got pneumonia last year, 
when she was just about ready to run. 
After she got over that, it was so cold 
here that we sent her down there.”

Scatoosh: “She didn’t get in Fri-
day, we’ll enter for Wednesday. She’s 
cool. She’s very cool.”

Noble Moon: “He’s pointing for 
the two-other-than on the 7th, a mile 
and an eighth. He’s great.”

Strike Midnight: “He’s a 2-year-
old. Look at him, he looks like a 
Jerkens horse. He’s by Smart Strike. 
He acts like he can run. I’m excited 
about him. I’m excited about all the 
2-year-olds and there’s some more at 
home that look like they’re going to 
be nice.”

Sweet Reason: “She’s retired. 
Right before we came here, I sent her 
to Bluewater in Kentucky. She’s going 
to go in the Fasig-Tipton Sale (in the 
fall). I didn’t want to let her go. Right 
after the Churchill race, it looked like 
something was going on with her ten-
don, so I said, ‘Let’s just stop.’ I was 
kicking myself for going to Churchill, 
so much money at Belmont and Sara-
toga…I could have stayed at home. 
It would have been great to have her 
here. Can’t change it now.”

Stable Tour:
SARATOGA STABLE TOUR.  Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga GO!

T H E  S A R A T O G A  S A L E   A U G U S T  1 0 - 1 1

with  
Leah Gyarmati

Every day at Saratoga, The Special 
(with help from sponsor Fasig-Tipton) 

presents an exclusive Stable Tour 
with a Saratoga trainer. For more, see:
 thisishorseracing.com/stabletours
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Each year, the equine
industry has a 

multi-billion-dollar 
economic impact 

on New York State.  
It provides tens of 
thousands of jobs 

while preserving the 
State’s irreplaceable

farmland.

$4.2-billio n
economic

impact
on the State

New York equine 
industry provides

33,000
full-time jobs

$187 million in 
annual taxes paid

from the horse 
industry to state and
local governments

Projection of more
than $60 million

in restricted purse
money and awards

for NY-breds 
in 2015

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

PHOTOS BY ADAM COGLIANESE, 
BARBARA D. LIVINGSTON, SKIP DICKSTEIN

Building two-year-olds  
one individual at a time

(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.comof the day

Robbie Davis 
Time

by Connie Bush

(859) 224-2765
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

The New York Thoroughbred 
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook
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“The first racehorse I remember was Omaha. I’d cut his picture out of the newspaper and put 
it in my scrapbook. I remember ripping it slightly while I was pasting it in, so then I had to push 
it back in there, you could see it. I can’t believe I don’t know where that scrapbook is now, God it 
would be a lot of fun to look at. I’d cut every horse picture I could find and paste it in 
there. I knew I was going to be horse crazy at a young age. When he won the 
Derby, it was in the paper, that’s the first one I remember. It was so funny to see 
it later on. If I showed you that little scrapbook, you would laugh. When I first 
became a horse bug, I would put every, every thing I could see and cut out 
and paste in that book, even the advertisements for the 
harnesses on the Sears Roebuck catalog.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens,
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 3
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What time is your 
horse set to work?

Make your early mornings a little less stressful 
with automated noticing from .

| Streamlining the owner experience.
www.istable.com

Automated noticing —

Workout times, 
entries, results, 
weekly reports, 

pedigree updates, 
multimedia 

& more!
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Be definitive. In life, in love, in racing – be de-
finitive. 

Don’t waver. Don’t question. Don’t hesitate. 
Don’t dawdle. Don’t panic. Don’t wonder. Don’t 
ride the fence. Simply, be definitive. 

The most definitive jockey of our times, John 
Velazquez, won the Diana Handicap Saturday at 
Saratoga. The Hall of Famer anchored Hard Not 
To Like in the first strides of the Grade 1 turf stakes, 
hunching like he was hiking a football and watch-
ing a three-horse speed duel develop like a car crash 
in front of him.

Hard Not To Like accepted Velazquez’s defin-

itiveness, splitting the seven-horse field into two 
halves. 

Through a quarter-mile in 23.54 and a half in 
47.20, pacemaker Kitten’s Queen, second-choice 
Tepin and third-choice My Miss Sophia opened up 
10 lengths on Hard Not To Like who backed fa-
vorite Stephanie’s Kitten, Grade 2 winner Waltzing 
Matilda and late-running Lady Lara into her wake. 

Velazquez makes decisions, then lives by them, 
right or wrong. 

“I was taking her back. When I got her back, I 
said, ‘Perfect. I’ve got the horses in front of me and 
the ones behind me.’ I have to think about the hap-
py medium between them. I was very happy where 

See DIANA page 12 

9 Award-Winning
P e r f or m a nc e s !

Saturday,
October 10, 2015
Post Time 7:05 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic
And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports Network, Comcast Mid-Atlantic & HRTV

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

SAM HUFF - CEO • CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

     

Dave Harmon
Hard Not To Like (left) rallies in the final inches to catch Tepin and Kitten’s Queen in the Grade 1 Diana.

BY SEAN CLANCY

Definition
of Winning

Velazquez delivers G1 
with Hard Not To Like

DIANA STAKES RECAP
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– COT CAMPBELL, DOGWOOD STABLE

                      "Dogwood has campaigned a few steeplechasers for a long time. 

We even won an Eclipse Award in 1987 – with Inlander. Steeplechasing is a great alternative for 

the right horse; and often times a flat horse takes a new lease on life when he tries jumping.  

The venues are plenty spirited!"

gojumpracing.org

Your Thoroughbred can go jumping too. 
$6 million in purses • A new set of conditions  

Racing in 11 states • Superb owner hospitality

A joint venture of the National Steeplechase Association and Foundation.

THE FIRST 
SECOND CAREER

JUMP RACING
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I was, I thought they’d come back 
to me by the quarter pole, at least 
by the eighth pole,” Velazquez said. 
“She was going so well, she gave me 
the confidence to wait. At the quarter 
pole, I got her running, she got down 
running and those horses weren’t 
stopping, that was a big surprise.”

And the moment Velazquez 
thought he had waited too long. 

But he hadn’t. 
Down 8 lengths at the quarter pole 

and 4 lengths at the eighth pole, Hard 
Not To Like finally reaped what had 
been sown in front of her, flashing 
through the last sixteenth of a mile 
to nail Tepin by a nose at the wire, 
setting a course record for 9 furlongs 
on the turf of 1:45.22. Pacemaker 
Kitten’s Queen hung tough for third, 
a neck behind Tepin. My Miss So-
phia finished fourth while Stephanie’s 
Kitten rallied mildly to collect a fifth-
place check.

Watching at the clubhouse big 
screen between his son, Miguel, and 
his assistant, Christophe Lorieul, 
trainer Christophe Clement never 
moved, never cheered. Until that last 
stride when Hard Not To Like landed 
her hammer and the trio leapt for-
ward like they were auditioning for a 
catapult commercial. 

Lorieul and Miguel celebrated 

while Christophe simply walked to-
ward the winner’s circle. Finally, he 
stopped and explained what had just 
happened.

“It was a superb ride. Superb. 
There is a reason why he is who he is, 
that’s the bottom line,” Clement said. 
“This is about John Velazquez. Don’t 
forget the filly is very good, but well 
done, Johnny.” 

Velazquez’s agent, Hall of Fame 
jockey Angel Cordero met Clement at 
the apron of the winner’s circle. 

“Thank you, boss,” Cordero said, 
shaking Clement’s hand. “Thank 
you.”

Clement turned to Cordero and 
said the same thing.

“It was a superb ride,” Clement 
said. “Superb.”

Velazquez scoffed at all the acco-
lades. 

“Here’s the thing, we did talk 
about it and we definitely wanted to 
save something for the end. I saw the 
three horses going head and head, I 
said, ‘You know what, I’m going to 
wait.’ To tell you the truth, I probably 
waited a little too long because I had 
to make a huge run from the quarter 
pole down the lane,” Velazquez said. 
“It just happened that I had a good 
horse and she responded. I thought 
they would come back to me a little 
bit so I was a little too patient. While 
I was doing it, I didn’t think I had 

Diana –
 Continued from page 10

See DIANA page 13 

134 Stakes Winners

57 Graded Stakes Winners

17 Grade 1 Winners

2 U.S. Classic Winners

Find Your Next Great Yearling 
at F-T Saratoga Select

(859) 873-1717  | www.winstarfarm.com

Tod Marks
John Velazquez restrains Hard Not To Like early in the Diana.
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Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

waited too long, when I got past the 
quarter pole and I asked her, she started 
running as fast as she can, by the eighth 
pole, I said, ‘Oh, ****, I’ve waited too 
long.’ But she got there.”

For the eighth time in her 20-race 
career, Hard Not To Like got there. 
The daughter of Hard Spun won three 
of her first four starts for trainer Gail 
Cox and breeder Garland William-
son before switching to Michael Matz 
where she won three races, including 
the Grade 1 Jenny Wiley in April 2014. 
Williamson consigned her to Keene-
land November in 2014, where she at-
tracted the attention of John Adger and 
Marette Farrell, fetching $1.5 million. 
Turned over to Clement and racing 
for Speedway Stable, she won the En-
deavor at Tampa Bay Downs but was 
disqualified in January, finished third 
in the Jenny Wiley and won the Grade 
1 Gamely at Santa Anita in May. That 
day, she sat 8 lengths off the lead at 
the second call, the farthest margin on 
her chart and kicked to win by a neck. 
That got Clement and Velazquez, who 
had ridden her before, thinking about 
changing her style.  

“She got boxed in and showed a 
great turn of foot,” Clement said. 
“Looking back at her previous races, 
she was always ridden to be closer to 
the pace, the California race told us 
she has a great turn of foot. Johnny 
watched the race and we both realized 
she might have more of a turn of foot 
than we thought. That’s where he won 
the race. It’s all about Johnny and the 
filly. He won the race.”

For co-owner Peter Fluor, who owns 
Speedway Stable with K.C. Weiner, it 
was the biggest moment of his career 
as an owner – one that started when 
they bought Hard Not To Like and 
Leigh Court, at Keeneland in Novem-
ber. They now own six 2-year-olds to 
go along with their stakes mares (Leigh 
Court runs in the Royal North at 
Woodbine Sunday).

“It’s awesome. It’s just awesome,” 
Fluor said. “I came here last year, I 
hadn’t been here in 50 years…5…0. I 
came here when I was 16 with my par-
ents, we stayed at the Whitneys’ place, 
had a great time but I was just a little 
guy.”

Thanks to Velazquez and Hard Not 
To Like, he was a big guy Saturday.

Diana –
 Continued from page 12
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14 Phila St. Saratoga Springs, NY   518.580.0003.   www.harveyspub.com 

Rudy Rodriguez, Jose Ortiz, Michael Dubb and 
other members of the group behind Magna Light 
couldn’t believe the call. Neither could a large por-
tion of the 31,460 in the crowd and thousands more 
watching from outside the Union Avenue gates. 

Jack Wolf, Don Lucarelli and the other members 
of the Starlight Stables had a little easier time di-
gesting the stewards’ decision to disqualify Magna 
Light out of the top spot of the Saturday’s Grade 3 
Sanford Stakes at Saratoga. The DQ was the first 
big one of the meeting and it elevated Starlight’s 
Uncle Vinny to first, Percolator to second and Mag-
na Light to third. 

Officially, the stewards ruled Magna Light and 
Ortiz caused Percolator to steady when drifting to 
the inside in the final strides. That erratic run came 
right after a swerve to the outside as Ortiz cracked 

him three times left-handed hard and fast inside the 
final furlong. 

The call left Rodriguez fuming as he ducked out 
of the winner’s circle while the ebullient Starlight 
crew headed in. 

“You’ve got to give that to the baby, he’s not an 
older horse,” Rodriguez said. “He don’t interfere 
with anything. He hit him left-handed and the horse 

ducked in. He’s a baby. It’s the second time he’s 
run so I don’t know what they want? Nobody was 
stopped riding. They’re just punishing the owners 
and the trainer. If you want to do something maybe 
fine the jockey for keep hitting him, but don’t take 
him down. That’s a shame.”

Tod Marks
Uncle Vinny (left) chases Magna Light, who crossed the wire first but was placed third for interference, home in the Sanford.

BY TOM LAW

Uncle Lucky
Starlight/Pletcher 2YO 
gets G2 stakes by DQ

SANFORD STAKES RECAP

See SANFORD page 16 
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Save
the
date
Don’t  miss Maryland’s Day at the Races

www.MarylandMillion.com
Check horse eligibility 

Free AdMission coupons
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THREE FOR ME
4YO gelding by Frost Giant

Sunday, Race 7
Steve Klesaris, Trainer

Steve Klesaris and La Marca Stable, Owners
James Lamonica and Empire Stud, Breeders

Good luck to everyone at Saratoga!

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

Big Brown • Frost Giant • Heavy Breathing

Sunrise Stallion Sheets 

Big Brown • Frost Giant • Heavy Breathing

Sunrise Stallion Sheets 

Owned in partnership by Dubb, Michael Impe-
rio, Michael Caruso’s Bethlehem Stables and Elis-
abeth Alexander, Magna Light went right to the 
front and was altogether professional to the eighth 
pole. 

Then it all unraveled.
The son of Magna Graduate crossed the finish 

three-quarters of a length in front of the fast-clos-
ing Uncle Vinny, looking like he’d give the partners 
and particularly Alexander, who bred the colt and 
raced his sire, a significant victory. 

Instead they were left to question the decision.
“There’s a different set of standards in racing for 

Rudy Rodriguez,” Dubb said. “He was just a vic-
tim of it. That’s not right. That’s no disqualification 
and that’s the way I feel . . . I’d be the first one to 
say the horse should come down if he did some-
thing wrong but he didn’t do anything wrong.”

Ortiz, who was also aboard Magna Light when 
he broke his maiden impressively June 28 at Bel-
mont Park, disagreed with the decision. 

“My horse was much the best,” he said. “He 
ducked out a little bit but I was clear. Everybody 
can see that I was clear. And, I don’t know, they 
took me down, but everybody saw that I was 
clear.” 

 Todd Pletcher hoped that Uncle Vinny’s extreme 

outside draw in the field of 11 would keep the 
Uncle Mo colt in the clear at the start, something 
he was unable to avoid last time out in the June 5 
Tremont Stakes at Belmont. He was bumped hard 
at the start of the Tremont and was forced to check 
during what Pletcher called a “messy” short run to 
the turn of the 5 1/2-furlong race. 

Uncle Vinny avoided any trouble at the start in 

the 6-furlong Sanford, but was 
kept busy by John Velazquez as 
they went past the quarter pole 
with Magna Light leading He’s 
Comin In Hot and Percolator 
through a quarter in :22.52 on a 
track most consider pretty slow 
and deep through the first two 
days of the meeting. 

Uncle Vinny responded to 
Velazquez around the turn and 
edged past Cocked And Loaded 
and Awesome Slew to his inside 
and set sail for the front three 
approaching the quarter pole. 

Magna Light cut the corner 
after a half in :45.98 just as 
Velazquez hit Uncle Vinny once 
right handed and he ducked in 
slightly behind Percolator. The 
jockey switched to his left af-
ter that, gave three spaced out 
cracks and Uncle Vinny leveled 
out and slipped past Percolator 

into second and the spot that ultimately gave Star-
light the victory and $90,000. 

“I’m not surprised they took him down because 
he impeded (Percolator),” Wolf said. “He didn’t 
hurt our horse at all, but I guess they put us up 
because of what he did to (Percolator).”

Sanford –
 Continued from page 14

See SANFORD page 17 

Tod Marks
Michael Caruso (left), Rudy Rodriguez and jockey Jose Ortiz react to the decision.



17Sunday, July 26, 2015 The Saratoga Special

 Uncle Vinny is the latest in a string 
of horses Starlight has named for Vin-
ny Tatum, the University of Louisville 
men’s basketball team’s equipment 
manager and a close associate of its 
coach Rick Pitino. 

The others are Vinny White Shoes, 
Jet Set Vinny and one that scored at 
Saratoga for Starlight and Pletcher in 
2013. 

“This is my second win up here with 
one named for me,” Tatum said as he 
followed Wolf into the director’s room 
for the celebratory champagne toast. 
“Vinny Goodtimes was the other, he 
won a maiden claiming race on the 
grass and got claimed.”

Uncle Vinny, picked out of the 2014 
Keeneland September yearling sale by 
Frankie Brothers and purchased for 
$175,000, won’t be headed down that 
route and might show up next in the 
Grade 1 Hopeful Stakes at the end of 
the meet. 

Sanford –
 Continued from page 16

ACjr.

to benefit         CAPTAIN Youth and Family Services     
   purchase tickets online
www.captaincares.org 

Thursday Evening, July 30, 2015 
Holiday Inn Saratoga Springs 

  An Unbridled Affair
honors   

                      Jockey                                                                   

            Angel Cordero, Jr.                      

 Dogwood Stable      

W. Cothran and Anne Campbell
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For Ky-Breds at Kentucky Downs

THE GRASS IS
GREENER!

$7.5 Million Purses*
Over 5 Days

*incl. $4.2 M KTDF

$125,000 Allowance
$120,000 2yo MSW

Get the condition book and  
stakes schedule at

w w w. k e n t u c k y d o w n s . c o m

Live Racing 
Sept. 5, 10, 12, 16, 19

15-0588 KTDF SarSpec Mag July24-26.indd   1 7/23/15   2:04 PM

Plainview loves to strut his stuff 
on the turf courses at Saratoga Race 
Course. The 7-year-old Street Cry 
gelding improved his grass record in 
upstate New York to 4-for-5 as he set 
the pace in Saturday’s eighth race, a 
$90,000 allowance-optional going 1 
1/16 miles on the inner course and 
never looked back. 

Plainview won in 1:39.73, not far 
off Zagora’s course record of 1:39.07 
set when she won the 2012 Ballston 
Spa Stakes. 

“He likes that firm turf,” win-
ning trainer Greg DiPrima said. “He 
likes to hear his feet rumble and it all 
worked out.”

Plainview’s introduction to the 
Saratoga winner’s circle came after he 
took a starter-optional on the inner 
turf in August 2012. 

He added two more victories – an 
allowance-optional on the Mellon 
and a starter-optional on the inner – 
in just about a month during the 2013 
meeting and after an unsuccessful at-
tempt trying to make it three consec-
utive winning summers in last year’s 
Lure Stakes, Plainview reunited with 
the flurry of people and cameras near 
the finish line Saturday.

DiPrima said it most likely will not 
be the last time Plainview shows up in 
the entries at the meet. 

“If the ground is firm, we will be 
here,” he said. 

– Billy Blake

• Twin Creeks Racing Stable’s 
Saratoga Mischief shrugged off his 
morning inconsistency to win the 
fifth, the second of two divisions of 
a 5 ½-furlong maiden for 2-year-olds. 
A $360,000 purchase at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale of selected 
yearlings, the Into Mischief colt held 
off Greenpointcrusader to win by a 
neck. 

Saratoga Mischief trained at Sara-
toga with Todd Pletcher’s sizable 
string all spring and summer. 

“He’s done a little bit of every-
thing,” Pletcher said. “Started out at 
the Oklahoma track like all of them, 
came over and had some good breezes 
on the main track. So we were opti-
mistic, but just a little unsure because 

Dave Harmon
Plainview pulls away in Saturday’s eighth, his fourth win on the turf at Saratoga.

SATURDAY RACING RECAP

Horse for Course
Veteran Plainview scores 
for fourth time on Saratoga turf

See SATURDAY page 20 
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Honoring the legendary  
equine and political cartoonist  

PEB (Pierre Bellocq) 
and Eclipse Award-winning writer  

Bill Heller
A Sampling Of Our Amazing  

Live Auction Gifts:
•  Kentucky Derby/Oaks Experience for Four. Join Team Valor  

in their box at Churchill Downs, and enjoy 2 rooms for 3 nights 
at the Brown Hotel

•  A One-of-a-Kind Fiberglass Horse painted by Peb  
featuring some of his hilarious cartoons

•  Whitney Stakes/Horseplayers Weekend for Two  
with Jack Knowlton of Funny Cide fame & Kevin Cox,  
aka “The Brooklyn Cowboy”; dinner at Pennells

•  VIP Set Visit to “The Good Wife” starring Julianna Margulies

•  Peb’s recent original work “Sleeping Beauty,”  
American Pharaoh’s ‘awakening’ of the Triple Crown 

Call for tickets and more information: 518.245.1599

EQUINE 
ADVOCATES

14th Annual 
Awards Dinner 

& Charity Auction

July 30, 2015, 6-10 pm
Canfield Casino,  

Saratoga Springs, NY
equineadvocates.org

he’s been a little inconsistent. We’re 
just happy to see him act so profes-
sional.

“We’ve seen some good stuff from 
him. But like a lot of babies some-
times they can be a little distracted. 
Today he was pretty focused. Like a 
lot of colts, sometimes they don’t al-
ways have their mind on daily busi-
ness, but he did today.”

John Velazquez rode Saratoga Mis-
chief, the first of three winners on the 
day along with Uncle Vinny in the 
Grade 3 Sanford and Hard Not To 
Like in the Grade 1 Diana. He won 
in 1:04.23.

“He exceeded our expectations a 
little bit,” Pletcher said. “I thought 
he broke pretty well, put himself in a 
good spot, was able to fend off a chal-
lenge there in the end.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• Realm kicked off the day of up-
sets in the opener when he gunned 
down the heavily favored Moon King 
to break his maiden in his debut for 
trainer and co-owner Barclay Tagg 
and co-owners Eric Dattner and Har-
ry Astarita.

Realm was 11-1 in the field of six 

2-year-old maidens and jockey Cor-
nelio Velasquez was thrilled with his 
first winner at the meet. 

“I came up in second and I had a 
lot of horse when I asked him at the 
3/16,” he said after the son of Haynes-
field won by 1 3/4 lengths. “When I 
passed that other horse, he went away 
from that horse a little bit, but he was 
running. I liked my horse. He won 
easy. I had a lot of horse. Very good 
horse.”

Tagg shared Velasquez’s senti-
ments. 

“He was just getting better and 
better in the morning and we were let-
ting ourselves get a little high on him, 
which is a dangerous thing to do,” he 
said. “But so far it worked out.”

Moon King faded to fourth at 2-5. 
Trainer Mark Casse was surprised 
at the short odds and said the hype 
didn’t come from his barn. 

“I didn’t even think he had that 
kind of early speed,” Casse said. 

Moon King was difficult to saddle 
and once he hit the track he took off 
without the pony.

“He’s a little son of gun,” said 
Casse, who compared Moon King’s 
personality to the late Danzig Moon, 
also by Malibu Moon. He added that 
two turns could be in his future.

As for Realm, Tagg is keeping his 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 18

See SATURDAY page 21 

Dave Harmon
English Minister surges clear to win Saturday’s second for trainer Mike Trombetta.
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POCAHONTAS (GII)
2015 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” 

2016 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 12
$200,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Aug. 26
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2015 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” 

2016 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 12
$150,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Aug. 26
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 12
$100,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 26
($100 nomination 
fee) 1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND

Runs Sat., Sept. 12
$100,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 26
($100 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 19
$100,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 2
($100 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK HANDICAP (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 26
$100,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 9
($100 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 26
$175,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 9
($175 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 26
$100,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 9
($100 nomination fee)
 1 Mile Turf

2015 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

September 11 - 27

Ben Huffman Racing Secretary: 502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com
Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderbyc.om
Fax: 502.636.4479

options open.
“We’ll probably look at a lit-

tle stakes here I guess,” Tagg said. 
“Allowance races don’t usually fill. 
There’s not enough of them that have 
won their maiden races yet. We’ll 
probably put him in a little stake and 
see what happens.” 

– Brandon Valvo 
and Annise Montplaisir

• Mike Trombetta went winless in 
26 starts last season at Saratoga. His 
luck changed just two days into the 
2015 meet when English Minister de-
livered a front-running victory in the 
second race, a first-level allowance on 
the inner turf.

“I’m feeling better now,” a happy 
Trombetta said after the 5-year-old 
English Channel gelding won the 
first-level allowance on the inner turf. 
“Last year killed me. Three or four 
ran winning races and they just didn’t 
have the luck. They got stopped, 
blocked, checked. You name it, it 
happened. It happens to the best of 
us, but it was nice to get off of that 
and get one going early in the meet.”

Trombetta took his time getting 
English Minister to the races. He took 

over the gelding’s training from Dylan 
Smith for owner Fitzhugh Farm in 
April 2014. Since then, the 5-year-old 
gelding has raced only four times, but 
has raced well in each start.

“He needed some time,” Trombet-
ta said. “So we gave him some time. 
He needed a little break and he’s come 
back good. He’s paying us back.”

Saturday’s victory was a confi-
dence booster, but Trombetta knows 
that holding form at the Spa is never 
easy.

“It’s a tough meet,” he said. “This 
is a tough meet for anyone. It builds 
confidence. It’s a six-week deal. Six 
weeks with a small stable, a few bad 
breaks and you can get shut out.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Just as a wedding party took over 
the winner’s circle, two noses were 
nearly married on the wire as Paid Up 
Subscriber rallied to defeat Clothes 
Fall Off by a nostril in the seventh. 

Trainer Al Stall Jr. locked up his 
first win of the meet as Paid Up Sub-
scriber, a 3-year-old daughter of Can-
dy Ride, won for the second straight 
start in the 6-furlong allowance race. 

“She’s had rough trips all three 
starts,” Stall said. “She takes a while 
to get underneath the rider so you are 
at the mercy of traffic down the back-
stretch.”

– Billy Blake

Saturday –
 Continued from page 20

Dave Harmon
Realm (right) pulls away in the final stages of his debut win for trainer Barclay Tagg.
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SARATOGA RESULTS
Saturday July 25.

FIRST $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
9 Realm C. Velasquez $24.20 $8.20 $7.40
3 War Stroll J. Castellano  $7.50 $6.20
1 Add Four J. Lezcano   $12.00
Dk B/ Br Colt 2013, Haynesfield - Shawnee Country by Chief’s Crown
Owner: Dattner, Eric, Tagg, Barclay and Astarita, Harry. 
Trainer: Barclay Tagg. Breeder: Morgan’s Ford Farm (VA).
Late Scratches: Boalt Hall, Black Doblin, Metal Magic. Time: 1:05
Exacta (9-3), $169.00; Superfecta (9-3-1-7), $2,470.00; Trifecta (9-
3-1), $1,114.00

SECOND $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
4 English Minister L. Saez $8.10 $3.80 $2.90
2 Adirondack Dancer J. Ortiz  $4.40 $3.00
5 Bam Bam (BRZ) J. Lezcano   $3.30
Ch G 2010, English Channel - Groovy Minister by Deputy Minister
Owner: Fitzhugh LLC. Trainer: Michael Trombetta. Breeder: Fitzhugh, 
LLC (MD). Late Scratches: Waco, Rare Eagle. Time: 1:34.11
Daily Double (9-4), $126.00; Exacta (4-2), $30.40; Quinella (2-4), 
$15.00; Superfecta (4-2-5-6), $534.00; Trifecta (4-2-5), $117.50

THIRD $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
7 Site Read J. Lezcano $44.20 $15.80 $9.60
6 Life Imitates Art I. Ortiz, Jr.  $4.60 $3.40
9 Swagger Jagger J. Leparoux   $5.00
B Colt 2013, by Tizdejavu - Missannalouise by Storm Creek
Owner: Mott, William, I.. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Columbiana Farm (KY). Late Scratches: Monster Bea, Steam-
boat Bill, Big Paul, Deserved. Time: 1:40.84
Daily Double (4-7), $209.00; Exacta (7-6), $216.50; Superfecta (7-6-
9-10), $4,645.00; Trifecta (7-6-9), $1,281.00; Pic 3 (9-4-7), $3,227.00

FOURTH $55,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 & UP, 6 1/2F
6 Hey Bro S. Bridgmohan $51.50 $12.40 $6.90
1 Stay Tuned I. Ortiz, Jr.  $2.60 $2.30
2 Bird Prince A. Cruz   $7.60
Dk B/ Br Colt 2012, by Congrats - Exotic Wager by Saint Ballado
Owner: Klein, Richard and Bertram. Trainer: Danny Gargan. 
Breeder: ReKlein Stable (KY). Time: 1:16.76
Daily Double (7-6), $1,291.00; Exacta (6-1), $173.50; Quinella (1-6), 
$36.00; Superfecta (6-1-2-5), $10,673.00; Trifecta (6-1-2), $1,718.00; 
Pic 3 (4-7-6), $4,192.00

FIFTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
6 Saratoga Mischief J. Velazquez $14.00 $6.80 $3.70
10 Greenpointcrusader I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.60 $3.40
7 Show Bound J. Leparoux   $3.20
B Colt 2013, by Into Mischief - Pacific Destiny by Mr. Greeley
Owner: Twin Creeks Racing Stables, LLC. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Meritage LLC & Angelo Ferro (KY). Late Scratches: Set the 
Trappe. Time: 1:04.23
Daily Double (6-6), $375.50; Exacta (6-10), $71.50; Superfecta (6-10-
7-8), $892.00; Trifecta (6-10-7), $204.50; Pic 3 (7-6-6), $10,421.00; 
Pic 4 (1/4/11-7-6-6), $38,978.00; Pic 5 (9-1/4/11-7-6-6), $471,124.50

SIXTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
8 Dowse’s Beach I. Ortiz, Jr. $5.80 $3.30 $2.80
4 Run for Logistics J. Velazquez  $4.50 $3.40
11 Natural Order A. Cruz   $6.10
Gr/ro G 2011, by Disco Rico - Mary Lou’s Magic by Concorde’s Tune
Owner: Generazio, Patricia, A.. Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Patricia Generazio (NY). Late Scratches: First Down, Pow 
Wow Pal, Sylven Park, Delta Outlaw, Glowing Ember. Time: 1:01.62.
Daily Double (6-8), $41.60; Exacta (8-4), $20.80; Superfecta (8-4-11-
12), $1,218.00; Trifecta (8-4-11), $158.50; Pic 3 (6-6-8), $1,743.00

SEVENTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
6 Paid Up Subscriber J. Rosario $8.20 $4.60 $3.80
10 Clothes Fall Off J. Ortiz  $5.10 $4.10
9 Mayla R. Hernandez   $10.20
Ch Filly 2012, by Candy Ride (ARG) - Shriek by Street Cry (IRE)
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Albert Stall, Jr.. Breeder: Bruce Berenson & Laurie Berenson 
(KY). Time: 1:10.40
Daily Double (8-6), $25.40; Exacta (6-10), $41.20; Superfecta (6-10-
9-8), $2,625.00; Trifecta (6-10-9), $573.00; Pic 3 (6-8-6), $169.50

EIGHTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
7 Plainview J. Lezcano $12.80 $7.80 $4.60
1 Orino E. Cancel  $19.00 $10.40
3 Taghleeb J. Rosario   $3.20
B Gelding 2008, by Street Cry (IRE) - Butterfield by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Iglesias, Jesse and Imperio, Michael. 
Trainer: Gregory DiPrima. Breeder: Phil Milner & Randy Bloch (KY).
Late Scratches: Escapefromreality, Indycott
Time: 1:39.73
Daily Double (6-7), $72.00; Exacta (7-1), $254.50; Superfecta (7-1-3-
8), $19,939.00; Trifecta (7-1-3), $890.00; Pic 3 (8-6-7), $212.00

NINTH $150,000, STAKES - SANFORD S., 2 YO, 6F
11 Uncle Vinny J. Velazquez $10.00 $5.80 $5.30
10 Percolator K. Carmouche  $17.60 $11.20
4 (dq)Magna Light J. Ortiz   $8.60
B Colt 2013, by Uncle Mo - Arealhotlover by Untuttable
Owner: Starlight Racing. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Gilbert G. Campbell (FL). Late Scratches: Paynes Prairie
Time: 1:10.92
Daily Double (7-11), $79.50; Exacta (11-10), $186.50; Superfecta 
(11-10-4-1), $18,173.00; Trifecta (11-10-4), $1,548.00; Pic 3 (6-7-
11), $430.50

TENTH $500,000, STAKES - DIANA S., 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Hard Not to Like J. Velazquez $14.40 $5.90 $4.70
1 Tepin J. Leparoux  $4.20 $3.20
3 Kitten’s Queen J. Ortiz   $7.50
Gr/ro Mare 2009, by Hard Spun - Like a Gem by Tactical Cat
Owner: Speedway Stable LLC. Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Garland E. Williamson (ON).
Time: 1:45.22
Daily Double (11-4), $87.00; Exacta (4-1), $68.00; Superfecta (4-1-
3-6), $2,585.00; Trifecta (4-1-3), $559.00; Pic 3 (7-11-4), $737.00; 
Place Pix Nine (6/9/10-1/3/7/13/14-4/10/11-4), $429.50

ELEVENTH $67,000, CLAIMING $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
5 Monster Mash J. Ortiz $17.20 $8.30 $4.90
7 Comandante J. Castellano  $5.10 $3.60
10 Classic Salsa A. Cruz   $5.90
Dk B/ Br Horse 2009, Ghostzapper - Rose Frances by Crafty Prospector
Owner: Allread, Neal, M.. Trainer: Jeremiah Englehart. 
Breeder: Marilyn Seltzer & Edward A. Seltzer (KY).
Late Scratches: Ruble
Claimed: Classic Salsa claimed by Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc. for 
$50,000, Mordi’s Miracle claimed by Jacobson, David for $50,000
Time: 1:22.51
Daily Double (4-5), $180.00; Exacta (5-7), $107.50; Superfecta (5-7-
10-4), $7,240.00; Trifecta (5-7-10), $868.00; Pic 3 (11-4-5), $1,118.00; 
Pic 4 (7-11-4-5), $10,281.00; Pic 6 (1,2,5,6,7,8/6/7/11/4/5), $1,563.00

On Track Handle: 5,823,302
Inter-State Handle: 17,379,443

Copyright 2015 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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A wide range of safe, strong and
durable PVCu fencing systems, 
ideal for all equestrian fencing.

www.duralock.com                 e: joe@duralock.com                 t:1-859-608-2407

SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS & DAVE HARMON
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The second and final installment of a Q&A 
which began in Saturday’s edition.

Martin Panza is in the midst of his second 
season as the head of the racing department at 
Saratoga Race Course. He’s wearing multiple 
hats at the current meeting, in his main role as 
senior vice president of racing operations and 
also in the job where his roots are, as racing 
secretary. 

He also played a key role in reconfiguring 
the Saratoga stakes schedule for 2014 and even 
more in 2015. 

The decision to bulk up some of the Satur-
day programs – mainly the Travers Stakes and 
Whitney Invitational cards by lumping several 
major graded stakes onto single days were wel-
comed by some and criticized by others. Panza 
feels the strategy can help generate fan interest 
throughout the country and he talked about the 
decision, and what it might take to get Amer-
ican Pharoah to next month’s Travers, with 
The Saratoga Special’s Tom Law in advance of 
Opening Day. 

The Special: Back to the weekends and gearing up 
for the big weekends. Some might see some positives 
in the changes and the emphasis on the stakes-packed 
Saturdays that maybe allowance-type horses or maiden 
races to get a little extra exposure during the weekend 
and on those big days.

Martin Panza: “You try to add something for every day 
that gives it some pizzazz for that day. On your bigger days 
you capture a larger audience. There’s a chance people 
are saying, ‘gosh, I saw that horse break his maiden by 6 
lengths. Wow that was impressive and he’s going to run 
back in the Hopeful. You know what, on Hopeful day I’m 
going to pay attention.’ So like you were saying, putting 
certain races on certain days when you know they’re going 
to capture a larger audience that they pay attention and 
they follow that horse. Every Saturday there are 2-year-old 
maiden races because you’re hoping that one wins by 8 
and people are thinking it’s the next Derby horse. There’s 
a lot to be said for that and you look at the days when we 
have the biggest attendance and you try to work to it. It 
doesn’t mean that a Monday or a Thursday it’s going to 
be the worst card ever, but you maneuver and put certain 
races on certain days with that in mind. That you’re going 
to reach the larger audience.” Tod Marks

Martin Panza steers the racing program at Saratoga.

Talking Horses
Panza holds reins for second season at Spa

See PANZA page 25 
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The Special: You mentioned the foal 
crop earlier. It’s more than just a hot-button 
talking topic in the industry it’s a reality. Are 
you feeling it this year, or did you feel the 
pinch last year and what’s the outlook going 
forward?

MP: “We’re all feeling it. It’s simple math. 
If you go back pre-2008, like 2006, 2007, we 
had about 36,000 foals a year. We work in 
about four-year increments. So 2-year-old to 
about 5-year-old roughly. Four years of 36,000 
and you’re dealing with 144,000 horses. You 
take four years of 21,000 and you’re dealing 
with 84,000 horses. That’s 60,000 less. It’s 
just simple mathematics. There’s not enough 
horses to go around. That’s why you see Mon-
mouth running three days a week, you see 
Laurel running three days a week, Gulfstream 
running four days a week. Poor Arlington Park 
I saw like Saturday’s card they’ve got eight 
races and like 56 horses running. Del Mar 
used to be six days a week, they’re running 
five. Weekdays they only run eight races. 

“We’re the only circuit that has not shrunk 
yet. We’re still six days here, 10 races. Bel-
mont we’re still five days a week. Yes it has 
affected us. What we have going for us is the 
higher purse money. That has probably shel-
tered us a little bit. But if there were 36,000 
foals a year instead of having eight- or nine-
horse fields we’d probably have 10 or 11. It’s 
simple numbers and it’s a mathematical equa-
tion. 

“When you think about it from a trainer’s 
perspective there’s only 81,000 horses out 
there over a four-year period and there used 
to be 146,000, either a lot of trainers are out 
of business or there are a lot less horses in the 
barn. There just aren’t the numbers.”

The Special: So fewer races this year?
MP: “No. We’ll probably try to stay around 

the same. If we can’t fill then certainly may-
be you’ll see, Mondays we’re at nine already, 
maybe Sundays it might be nine or 10 races. 
Maybe we’ll get rid of one race a week. We’re 

not really looking to do that at the moment. 
But certainly if we start to struggle we would. 
The flip side is if we’re filling well and I’ve got 
a bunch of extra races, I’d probably run them. 
Just to let the horsemen and the owners run 
for the money. 

“That said we don’t need to be running 13 
races on a Saturday. We do it Travers Day, but 
after a while it gets to be too much. It’s too 
long of a day. At the same time you want to 
have opportunities for horsemen. I’m a be-
liever that less is more. I’d rather have quality 
racing with decent field size than give you 12 
races and have junk and some of them are six 
that scratch down to four. There’s times when 
races need to go. Filly and mare twice other 
than mile and an eighth on the main track. 
If you get six in it and it hasn’t gone in four 
months I’ve got to use it. People say it’s a six-
horse field. Yes, but those horses have to run 
and that’s a category that needs to go because 
you win that you go to three other than or a 
stakes.” 

The Special: One thing that people don’t 
mention when they’re griping about the 
changes are some increases to purses of 
some of the stakes. Races like the Sword 
Dancer. Whereas some of the 2-year-old 
races were kept the same. Do you see that 
as a reward or incentive to keep older horses 
in training?

MP: “The Sword Dancer we did just trying 
to get horses from Europe up here. You don’t 
really get them here and we’re trying to get the 
Europeans to send some horses over to Sara-
toga. It’s good for the sport if we can get them. 

“The 2-year-old races are already the high-
est purses in the country. They don’t need to 
go higher. It’s pretty much, 200, 300, 400,000 
for 2-year-old sprinters, they’re one-other-
thans who just broke their maidens. It’s not 
like anyone else in America has any larger 
races than that. One of the problems with our 
sport as a whole is we’ve shifted a lot of mon-
ey to 2 and 3-year-old races and we wonder 
why no one stays around at 4 and 5. We’ve 
gotten like the Quarter Horses have. All the 
money is at 2 and 3.

“When you look back in the ’50s and ’60s, 
the older horses hung around because that’s 

where the purse money was. We’ve gotten 
off that. We’ve been trying in two years. The 
Met Mile is $1 million, the Whitney is $1.25 
million, the Jockey Club Gold Cup is $1 mil-
lion. The Woodward and Suburban are 500 
and 600. There’s a reason to keep older hors-
es in training and to keep them in New York. 
The Pacific Classic is $1 million, the race at 
Charles Town at $1.5 million. 

“We’ve got to find ways as an industry to 
keep the older horses around. You get to the 
turf you’ve got the Manhattan at $1 million, 
you’ve got the Arlington Million and you have 
the Sword Dancer. Once again, how do we 
help keep horses in training and running at an 
older age and get people something to shoot 
for? 

“We have purse money here we have a re-
sponsibility to the industry, not just New York. 
The longer the horse is on the racetrack the 
better chance the public knows who he is. The 
2-year-old race he just broke his maiden and 
doesn’t need to run for $500,000 next. He can 
do that later. 

“Anytime we add money to a purse there’s 
usually a specific reason for doing it. We’re 
either trying to attract horses from a different 
part of the country or a different part of the 
world, or we’re trying to grow the day. You 
have to look at what other tracks are doing 
and what else exists out there and how you fit 
into that schedule. 

“Can you attract horses? We look at the 

analysis and say, ‘did we make money on 
this? Did it pay off?’ or ‘Hey, it didn’t work. 
We had a five-horse field and that was stupid.’ 
At the end of the day you’ve got to give things 
time. I try to look at it over a four-, five- or six-
year period. It’s not fair to judge something 
on one year. Nobody in business would do 
that. Nobody running a company would do it. 
Most have a four-, five-, six-year goal. If you 
do something that works overnight, the whole 
industry will copy it the next day and all of a 
sudden it doesn’t work again. 

“We know two things here: NYRA is going 
to be here for a long time and we have VLT 
money for a long time. So we can take our 
time and grow things. A lot of other tracks 
don’t have that same (luxury). We have the 
luxury to try and grow the industry. Most of 
the sales are doing pretty good and if you ask 
most people it’s probably because of what’s 
happening in New York. 

“It’s not because of Martin Panza. I’m 
along for the ride. Same thing at Saratoga. I’m 
honored to be here. There will be a Saratoga 
next year if Martin Panza isn’t here and I ful-
ly know that. New York has the ability to help 
carry the industry. We just need to find ways 
to do it and grow it long term.” 

Panza –
 Continued from page 24

Interested in owning a piece of the action?  
Join Saratoga’s own Epona Racing Stable.

With 12 wins, Epona Racing Stable was among NYRA’s top 20 owners in 2014.   
Affordable partnership opportunities (starting at $2,000) available in  

NY-bred 2-year-olds by Freud, Indygo Shiner, Midnight Lute and Posse.   
No mark-ups. No monthly maintenance fees. Just plain fun!

Epona  
Racing  
Stable

Epona made the 2014 Saratoga winner’s 
circle with Island Candy.  

(Tod Marks photo)

Contact Managing Partner Brian Culnan 
(518) 852-6426 or hccrusader89@gmail.com 

www.eponaracingstable.com

www.thisishorseracing.com
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Sunday, July 26.

1ST (1:00PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Theophilia ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ........................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Picture Day .................... A. Cruz ............................. J. Terranova, II ............. 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Playtime ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tiz Adore ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Shirreffs ................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Que Chulo ...................... J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Carrumba ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 6-5

2ND (1:33PM). $75,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Resolutely ...................... A. Serpa ........................... J. Milne ...................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Skinner Box .................... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Violette, Jr. ............... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Smilingsundae ............... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Firm and Gracious .......... A. Cruz ............................. J. Buckley ................... 50-1
5  ..... 5 ............Aesthetique .................... F. Jara .............................. L. Linder, Jr. ............... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Zabeta ............................ C. Sullivan ....................... P. Meadow .................. 50-1
7  ..... 7 ............Amazing Anne ................ J. Alvarado ...................... T. Morley ...................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ack Naughty ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-5
9  ..... 9 ............Lovely Lanie ................... C. Velasquez .................... C. Englehart ................ 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Courageisamajority ........ J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ..................... 3-1
11..... MTO ......Building Permit .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 2-1
12..... MTO ......Roman Reign ................. E. Cancel .......................... P. Pugh ....................... 10-1

3RD (2:06PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............False Positive ................. K. Carmouche .................. B. Levine .................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Power Nap ..................... J. Castellano .................... M. Maker ...................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............King Thief ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ N. Zito ........................ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bessie’s Boy ................... R. Hernandez ................... W. Ward ....................... 9-5
5  ..... 5 ............Subcontractor ................ A. Cruz ............................. D. Jacobson ............... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Copernicus ..................... F. Jara .............................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Liberty First .................... J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Scattered Dreams .......... E. Cancel .......................... S. Klesaris .................. 10-1

4TH (2:39PM). $73,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 3 ............Women Win ................... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Hushion .................. 5-2
1a  .... 7 ............Cruzin On In ................... D. Lopez .......................... M. Ferraro .................... 5-2
2  ..... 1 ............Foxy Posse ..................... M. Franco ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
3  ..... 2 ............Miss Anna Marie ............ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Lady in Shades ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Klesaris .................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Scout It Out .................... R. Hernandez ................... W. Ward ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lil Renegade .................. J. Alvarado ...................... M. Friedman ................. 8-1
7  ..... 8 ............First Service ................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
8  ..... 9 ............Union Mettle .................. S. Bridgmohan ................ A. Tarrant ................... 20-1

5TH (3:13PM). $67,000, CLM $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Enchanted River ............. S. Bridgmohan ................ B. Cox .......................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Ready for Summer ......... J. Velazquez ..................... A. Adsit ........................ 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Spectacular Me .............. J. Ortiz ............................. S. Klesaris .................... 5-1
4  ..... MTO ......Winning for Sarah .......... J. Castellano .................... P. Farro ......................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sweet Nkosi ................... M. Franco ........................ R. Walsh....................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Magsamelia .................... J. Castellano .................... G. Contessa .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Persnickity ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kids Tuition .................... A. Cintron ........................ D. Smithwick, Jr. ........ 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sun and Moon ............... A. Cruz ............................. C. Englehart ................ 20-1
10..... MTO ......Nuffsaid Nuffsaid ........... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 9-5

6TH (3:47PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 8 ............Love the Kitten ............... J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 3-1
1a  .... AE..........Devilish Kitten ................ L. Saez ............................. W. Ward ....................... 3-1
2  ..... 1 ............Lotta Lolly ...................... S. Bridgmohan ................ A. Stall, Jr. .................... 6-1
3  ..... 2 ............Deedeezee ...................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 3 ............Sage Hall ........................ J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
5  ..... 4 ............Hollywood Tomcat ......... C. Lanerie ........................ K. McPeek .................. 15-1
6  ..... 5 ............Amazing Charisma ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. McPeek .................. 12-1
7  ..... 6 ............Rebelle ........................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 7 ............Crystal Wave .................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Miracle Girl .................... M. Ritvo ........................... K. Ritvo ........................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Bottle Dance ................... L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez .............. 10-1
11..... MTO ......Lovely Credit .................. J. Lezcano ....................... T. Albertrani .................. 6-1

7TH (4:22PM). $78,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Three for Me .................. J. Castellano .................... S. Klesaris .................... 4-1
2  ..... MTO ......Mighty Zealous .............. T. Rice ............................. L. Rice .......................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Special Selection ............ R. Hernandez ................... B. Brown .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Summer Breezing .......... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Englehart .................. 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Saratoga Dreamer .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Global Positioning .......... J. Rosario ........................ M. Hushion .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lord of Love ................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Hertler .................... 30-1
8  ..... MTO ......Joe Mooch ..................... L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa ................ 10-1
9  ..... MTO ......Possilicious .................... K. Carmouche .................. B. Levine ...................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Isn’tlovejustgrand .......... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Saltine Warrior ............... J. Velazquez ..................... G. Weaver................... 12-1
12..... 12 ..........Latigo Trail ..................... M. Franco ........................ B. Brown .................... 10-1

8TH (4:57PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Day of Fury .................... C. Velasquez .................... D. Jacobson ............... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Financial Modeling ......... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Unbridled Juan ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Againsome ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice ........................ 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Tout ................................ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Face of Winner ............... J. Velazquez ..................... G. Delgado ................. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Piloting ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... T. Bush ....................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tacticus .......................... J. Rosario ........................ H. Motion ..................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Rare Eagle ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 10-1
10..... 10 ..........I’mbetterthangood ......... C. Lanerie ........................ K. McPeek .................. 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Lunar Rover ................... E. Cancel .......................... H. Bond ........................ 5-1

9TH (5:32PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Good Response .............. L. Saez ............................. K. McLaughlin .............. 3-1
1a  .... MTO ......Tradesman ..................... J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani .................. 3-1
2  ..... 1 ............Olympic Bid .................... A. Cintron ........................ M. Matz ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 2 ............Tobias ............................ S. Bridgmohan ................ R. Fernandez .............. 10-1
4  ..... 3 ............Long Legacy .................. M. Franco ........................ J. Sheppard ................ 20-1
5  ..... 4 ............Wings of Prayer ............. J. Rosario ........................ B. Walsh ..................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Dr. Pham ........................ M. Ritvo ........................... K. Ritvo ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Busby Alley .................... R. Hernandez ................... R. Moquett ................. 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tweet Kitten ................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Malibu Preacher ............. E. Cancel .......................... G. Weaver................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Andalusite ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ........................ 7-2
11..... AE..........Whitman’s Poetry ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ A. Pascucci ................ 10-1
12..... AE..........Dyna’s Vow .................... A. Wolfsont ...................... L. Young ..................... 30-1

SUNDAY SARATOGA ENTRIES
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10TH (6:07PM). $300,000, STK - THE COACHING CLUB AMERICAN OAKS, 3 YO, F , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Danette ........................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Desormeaux ........... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Chide .............................. J. Rosario ........................ A. Stall, Jr. .................. 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Curalina .......................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Conquest Eclipse ............ S. Bridgmohan ................ M. Casse .................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Include Betty .................. D. Van Dyke ..................... T. Proctor ..................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Keen Pauline .................. J. Castellano .................... D. Romans ................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Wonder Gal .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............I’m a Chatterbox ............. F. Geroux ......................... J. Jones ........................ 5-2
 

11TH (6:40PM). $55,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Mission Driven ............... J. Rosario ........................ W. Catalano .................. 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Cuppa Joe ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ N. Esler ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Reach for a Kitten .......... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Enjoy the Show .............. J. Velazquez ..................... J. Toner ........................ 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Supersonic ..................... C. Lanerie ........................ E. Kenneally ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Uncharted Course .......... E. Cancel .......................... C. Englehart ................ 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Strategikon ..................... A. Cintron ........................ M. Matz ...................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Stevie’s Moonshot .......... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Mexican Groove ............. J. Lezcano ....................... M. Maker ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Mr Maybe ....................... K. Carmouche .................. R. Reid, Jr. ................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Harbor King .................... I. Rodriguez ..................... R. Metivier .................. 50-1
12..... 12 ..........Quimet ........................... C. Sullivan ....................... N. Zito ........................ 30-1
13..... MTO ......Tapitsphere .................... J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-5

Copyright 2015 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Todd S. Engel
Equine Lawyer

Saratoga Springs office at 120 West Avenue
(518) 882-8633 

tengel@engelatty.com
www.nyhorselawyer.com

DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND 
WHEN IT COMES TO  
LEGAL ADVICE The book that started it all.
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and ebooks are sold

Success is  
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James Crupi · info@newcastlefarm.com 
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Six-furlong track · Starting gate · Cold saltwater spa  
Turnout paddocks · All levels of training
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Displayed at the Holiday Inn. For information: 802-362-3022 gallery. 802-379-1175 c.

Tim Thornton’s been coming to Saratoga Race 
Course for four decades, starting as a teenager 
when he worked for the old Shawnee Farm that 
brought a consignment to sell across the street at 
the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale. He came lat-
er as a friend of Hall of Fame trainer John Veitch, 
“messed around with him, went to the races, that 
kind of stuff,” and in more recent years he’s come 
in his role as general manager of Airdrie Stud.

The lifelong Kentuckian and well-respected 
horseman is in town again this week. 

He’s not here on business. Nor is he here for 
messing around. 

Not quite. 
He is enjoying himself and Sunday he’ll find out 

if Include Betty, a little speck of a chestnut filly he 
watched grow up and co-owns with his boss, can 

take another step toward a possible champion-
ship in Sunday’s Grade 1 Coaching Club American 
Oaks. Thornton has owned horses before, some 
on his own and some in partnership with Aidrie 

BY TOM LAW

Small Filly,
Big Chance
Include Betty eyes 
spot at top of division

CCA OAKS STAKES PREVIEW Kathee Rengert
Include Betty trains at Fair 
Hill with Xavier Aizpuru.

See OAKS page 30 
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The Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation invites you to join 
us for an evening at Mama Mia’s Pizza and Café 
for a casual dinner & cocktails with friends to celebrate 

30 years of  saving racehorses.

Monday, July 22nd
Buffet Served from 6 – 9 p.m.

Tickets $75 in advance or $85 at the door.
For tickets and more info call 

518-226-0028 or visit us at www.trfinc.org

Evening generously donated by Mama Mia’s Pizza and Café
Price  Chopper/Taft  Shopping Center

185 Bal lston Ave,  Saratoga Springs,  New York

3rd Annual

Tickets $75
Call 518-226-0028 or visit 

www.trfinc.org

July 27, 2015
Buffet Served 

6 –9 p.m.

Mama Mia’s 
newest location:

Bravo!, 
3246 South Broadway, 

Saratoga Springs

Evening generously donated 
by Mama Mia’s Pizza and Café

The Thoroughbred Retirement 
Foundation invites you 

to join us for an 
evening at Bravo!

for a casual dinner & cocktails 
with friends to celebrate 

32 years of saving racehorses.

owner Brereton Jones. It’s safe to say 
Thornton has never had one quite like 
Include Betty, who won the Grade 1 
Mother Goose last time out and the 
Grade 3 Fantasy this spring. 

“No, nothing of this class,” Thorn-
ton said as he watched Include Betty 
and exercise rider Xavier Aizpuru gal-
lop on the main track just after Satur-
day morning’s fog lifted. “I feel very 
lucky to be a part of this horse. To be 
here at Saratoga in a Grade 1 is unbe-
lievable. I’ve been coming to Saratoga 
for 40 years. It’s kind of fun.”

 The ride’s been plenty of fun al-
ready for Thornton, born and raised 
in Bourbon County and general man-
ager at Aidrie since 1988. 

He wound up on the owner line 
of the Include filly after Lavin Blood-
stock and Jones entered her in the 
2013 Keeneland September yearling 
sale. Include, a veteran Grade 1-win-
ning son of Broad Brush, stands at 
Airdrie and Jones co-bred the filly 
with Lavin. 

“When we go in the sale, anybody 
can bid. The Lavins weren’t inter-
ested in buying her and Brere and I 
both liked the filly. She’s small but we 
like small because of Proud Spell and 
some other fillies we’ve had,” Thorn-
ton said, referring to Jones’ champion 
3-year-old filly and Kentucky Oaks/

Alabama Stakes winner in 2008. 
“Small doesn’t scare us and that’s 

why we got her for what we paid, 
$42,000, which was very reasonable. 
She’s got enough paper to be a brood-
mare. Even if she was an allowance 
horse she’d be a nice broodmare. 
Now she’s a really nice broodmare. 
She’s a Mother Goose winner, that’s 
pretty special.”

 A victory in the $300,000 CCA 
Oaks would be Include Betty’s second 
straight Grade 1 victory for train-
er Tom Proctor and 2014 Eclipse 
Award-winning apprentice jockey 
Drayden Van Dyke. It will also move 
her up a peg in the chase for this year’s 
3-year-old filly championship, which 
went from fairly clear after Lovely 
Maria won the Kentucky Oaks in 
May to a muddled mess when that 
same filly lost in the July 11 Delaware 
Oaks. 

Thornton is well aware of what’s 
at stake in the CCA Oaks and even 
in the Grade 1 Alabama a few weeks 
down the road at Saratoga. He also 
knows Include Betty isn’t the only filly 
looking to enhance her credentials. 

“Looking at it you’ve got Curali-
na, I think she’s the filly to beat,” he 
said. “Larry’s filly (I’m A Chatterbox) 
will be tough, but if our filly wins 
tomorrow she’ll be right up there at 
the top, right? And if she comes out 
of this race all right I’m really look-
ing forward to the Alabama. I think 
10 furlongs will really suit her more 

Oaks –
 Continued from page 29

Tod Marks
Curalina looks for her second consecutive Grade 1 win for Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners.

See OAKS page 31 
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than anything. With her style of run-
ning and being by Include, it should 
be right up her alley.”

Curalina is 3-for-3 this year and 
won the Grade 1 Acorn last time out 
after a horrific start. She’s the 3-1 sec-
ond choice behind 5-2 morning-line 
favorite I’m A Chatterbox, who is 
trained by Larry Jones. 

Ironically, Larry Jones often trains 
top Airdie runners for Brereton Jones, 
though they’re not related, including 
Lovely Maria and Proud Spell. Larry 
Jones trains I’m A Chatterbox for the 
Munnings’ filly’s breeders Fletcher 
and Carolyn Gray.

All three were in town Saturday 
morning, with friends and help, and 
the filly was bedded down two stalls 
away from Include Betty. She’s also in 
the same stall where two-time Horse 
of the Year Wise Dan spent the last few 
summers with trainer Charlie LoPresti. 

“That’s what I’m told; I’m hoping 
for some of that Wise Dan magic,” 
Larry Jones said with his white Stet-
son atop his head.

I’m A Chatterbox won three in a 
row at Fair Grounds after the Fletch-
ers transferred her to Jones for her 
3-year-old campaign – the Silverbul-
letday, Grade 3 Rachel Alexandra 
and Grade 2 Fair Grounds Oaks. She 
closed well in the stretch to finish 
third behind Lovely Maria and Shook 
Up in the Kentucky Oaks and hasn’t 
raced since. 

That was part design, part circum-
stance. 

“You could tell the race got to 
her a little and I think it was the fact 
that she doesn’t care for Churchill’s 
track,” Jones said. “You could tell it 
just strained her a little. She wasn’t 
getting like that out of New Orleans. 
The Oaks is what we were pointing 
for. If you wear one out in there that’s 
OK. So we gave her time to rebound.

“Then the barn went through a 
sickness and thank God we waited on 
this one because two weeks ago we 
ran Lovely Maria and that’s just when 
they kind of got over it. You could 
tell it got to Lovely Maria a little bit. 
We’re hoping the extra two weeks has 
this one (I’m A Chatterbox) back on 
the healthy trail.”

Florent Geroux has ridden I’m A 
Chatterbox in her four starts in 2015 

and gets the call again in the Coach-
ing Club. 

“He’s tried it from all angles. The 
first time he rode, he did it from the 
front and probably said ‘well, that 
was easy, let’s come from dead last,’ ” 
Jones joked about the Silverbulletday 
and the Rachel Alexandra. “Then the 
third time he came from the middle 
somewhere. Hopefully he can find 
somewhere. Thankfully she doesn’t 
give a crap. You know, she’ll set and 
do what she wants to do.”

Keen Pauline went right to the 
front in the May 15 Black-Eyed Su-
san off a 6-furlong allowance prep at 
Keeneland and carried her speed to a 
2 3/4-length victory over Include Bet-
ty. Javier Castellano was aboard that 
day for Dale Romans and Stonestreet 
Stables and is named on the Pulpit fil-
ly again. 

Others in the field who could show 
early speed include Curalina, who 
was nearly wiped out at the start of 
the Acorn but recovered to catch the 
free-running By The Moon in deep 
stretch. The daughter of Curlin was 
a bit closer to the pace in her previ-
ous start, a two-turn allowance on the 
Kentucky Oaks undercard and she 
won going 7 furlongs in her seasonal 
debut at Gulfstream. 

“My biggest concern was backing 
her up a mile in the Acorn after she’s 
run so well around two turns at Chur-
chill,” trainer Todd Pletcher said. “She 
overcame a tough start, showed a lot 
of determination and has trained well 
since. I would think the mile and an 
eighth and getting back to two turns 
is only going to be to her advantage.”

Chide was third behind Include 
Betty and Wonder Gal in the Mother 
Goose and comes into the Coaching 

Club on a similar pattern as Curalina 
for trainer Al Stall Jr. The Blame fil-
ly won a 1 1/16-mile allowance race 
May 31 at Churchill after a rallying 
second in a 7-furlong allowance-op-
tional to start the Kentucky Oaks 
card. 

Out of the multiple graded 
stakes-winning A.P. Indy mare Yell, 
Chide is from a strong Rokeby Sta-
ble family that produced such top-ti-
er runners as Wild Applause, Eastern 
Echo and others. The Coaching Club 
is her fifth career start for Stall and 
owners/breeders Claiborne Farm and 
Adele Dilschneider. 

“She needed that last race phys-

ically and mentally,” Stall said. “It 
was only her fourth start. She should 
have a normal trip this time. There’s 
no way she’s going to be eighth by 
10 lengths this time. Not in a short 
field.”

 The others entered in the field are 
Conquest Eclipse, runner-up in the 
Grade 1 Chandelier Stakes and sev-
enth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile 
Fillies at Santa Anita and winner of 
a Churchill allowance race last time 
out; Danette, who broke her maiden 
in her 13th start last time at Belmont 
Park; and Wonder Gal, a multiple 
Grade 1-placed New York-bred that 
Leah Gyarmati said will scratch. 

Oaks –
 Continued from page 30

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

Tod Marks
Trainer Larry Jones has I’m A Chatterbox in 
the CCA Oaks.
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Bo
na

Venture Stables

The security guard tells the guy driv-
ing the dark blue Chevy Tahoe with the 
North Carolina plates and the trailer 
hitch to move, then move again. Final-
ly, with the truck parked by a dumpster 
in a spot formerly occupied by a golf 
cart, Rae Fernandez hops out with a 
shavings fork a newly purchased blue 
tarp.

“I forgot to bring a wheelbarrow, so 
I had to go to Lowes and get this,” he 
said of the tarp. “Got to keep the stall 
clean. He likes to roll.”

He is Tobias, the gray 6-year-old 
gelding in today’s ninth race. He’s a 
career maiden – zero for a dozen starts 
– and he stands patiently at a webbing 
in Stall 8 of Barn 1 watching the bustle 
of sets from Linda Rice, Todd Pletcher 
and Chad Brown walk past outside. 

The historic Saratoga receiving barn, 
once the Sanford family’s private train-
ing complex, suits a story like Fernan-
dez (who eventually put the tarp away 
and used a borrowed muck tub) and 
Tobias. They’re straight out of racing’s 
olden days – a horse and his owner/
trainer/exercise rider/groom/van driver 
shipping all night to take a shot at the 
big time.

 They arrived in Saratoga about 9:30 p.m. Friday, 
after an 820-mile ride from Fernandez’s small farm 
in Monroe, N.C. With six stops, it took about 14 
hours, still 90 minutes less than it took to make the 
shorter trek to Belmont Park for a race early this 
month.

“We hit some traffic on 81 right by Penn Nation-
al, which was funny and then a little bit right before 
we got on 78,” said Fernandez while walking his 
horse around the shedrow. “It’s a nice drive real-

ly. No traffic, no George Washington Bridge. He 
doesn’t mind it. He eats his hay, drinks his water, 
looks around. Every time I stop to get gas, I check 
the trailer, clean things up for him, make sure he’s 
OK. Luckily, he travels well and eats pretty much 
everything in the trailer.”

Saturday morning, Tobias had a clean feed tub 
and a dirty stall but went out for a walk and a bath 
(I was drafted as shank holder). The horse checked 
out the area around the receiving barn, watched the 
traffic over the fence on Clare Court, took deep, 

slow breaths and stuck his nose in the 
bathwater made sudsy by Saratoga 
Squeaky Clean horse shampoo. He was 
a long way from home, but didn’t act 
bothered by it. 

Tobias is 10-1 Sunday while coming 
off back-to-back thirds in two starts 
this year – the first by a half-length at 
Delaware Park going 1 3/8 miles in 
June and the second by 2 lengths going 
1 1/4 miles at Belmont July 1. Last year, 
he finished third in allowance company 
going 1 1/2 miles at Keeneland. Dis-
tance matters to Tobias. He wants all 
he can get. 

“I’ve been trying to get him in an-
other mile-and-a-half race forever,” 
said Fernandez. “The one time I did, 
the truck broke down.”

Fernandez bought Tobias, cheap, 
on New Year’s Day 2014. The Ken-
tucky-bred, who made three starts for 
his breeder Janis Whitham and trainer 
Ian Wilkes in 2012, hadn’t run in more 
than a year and was parked on a farm 
in Florida with a bad reputation. He 
wouldn’t train without an argument. 
Fernandez usually balances a race-
horse or two (flat, steeplechase, what-
ever) around a job with Amtrak and 

heard about Tobias through his friend Junior Velez. 
Fernandez did some research, loved the pedigree 
(Arch-Listen Well, Secretariat), and drove to Ocala 
with a trailer and some cash. 

“Could you jog him for me?” Fernandez asked 
the man when he led Tobias out of a field.

“I’m not jogging this horse,” came the reply.
Fernandez did the jogging himself, got a good 

enough look, paid half the original asking price 

theoutsiderail Road TripperBY JOE CLANCY

Jack Clancy
Tobias runs for owner/trainer Rae Fernandez in today’s ninth race.

See OUTSIDE page 33 
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Saratoga’s Best Bets
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

“NOBODY HAS WRITTEN ABOUT 
RACEHORSES as beautifully and 

evocatively  as Lyn Lifshin.” 
Barbaro: Beyond Brokenness, The Licorice 

Daughter: My Year with Ruffian,  
and Secretariat: The Red Freak, The Miracle.

All on www.amazon.com  
& Texas A&M University Press: 1-800-826-8911

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Put YOUR business here!
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for more information

F I B R E N E R G Y ®

HALLWAYFEEDS.COM     800 753 4255

High Fiber, High Energy,
High Performance
A premium, fully fortified, textured feed formulated with the competition 

horse in mind. Fibrenergy® is specially designed to deliver optimum 

levels of soluble fibers and oils, with no grain and reduced protein 

content, providing a long lasting energy release and controlled 

performance in the equine athlete.   
Give us a call or stop by to see how we can help fuel your success!

and put Tobias on the trailer. Based at 
Springdale Training Center in Cam-
den, S.C., Fernandez had a project. 
And a test case. 

In November 2013, he self-pub-
lished the book “Drug Free Racing in 
America.” It’s meant to be a how-to 
guide for prepping a Thoroughbred 
to race with no medication, but it’s 
also part autobiography. Fernandez 
weaves a story of learning horseman-
ship at Suffolk Downs in the 1980s, 
of playing high school football in 
Massachusetts, of making the team at 
Florida State, of tearing up his knee, 
of coaching high school football, of 
being called the “What the heck?” 
guy in the paddock before races as he 
takes on big names. 

Fernandez says Tobias (now owned 
in partnership with fellow North Car-
olina resident Johnny Eason) gets no 
medication, zero. Yucca and ginger 
are the anti-inflammatories, turnout is 
the tranquilizer. Hay, water, feed, in-
dividual attention are the rest. Tobias, 
a half-brother to Grade 1 turf winner 

Listening, doesn’t seem to mind the 
approach and finished 2 lengths be-
hind Fire Away (a half-brother to Mr. 
Speaker trained by Shug McGaughey) 
and today’s foe Good Response (a 
Godolphin homebred trained by Ki-
aran McLaughlin) in his last start.

“He was a big, big bully,” Fernan-
dez said of his early days with Tobias. 
“You came in in the morning what 
you saw was his ass. He’d kick at you, 
just grumpy.”

Fernandez fixed that with lots of 
work. Gradually, Tobias figured it 
out to the point where the trainer’s 
12-year-old daughter Faith can lead 
him around. Now, everything is dif-
ferent.

“What I give away with the med-
ication that he’s not getting he gets 
back with his mind by getting turned 
out and by getting to eat grass,” said 
Fernandez, whose book is available 
at Amazon. “He’s happy, he loves his 
job and every race he understands 
more and more. He’s a smart, smart 
horse. It’s really fascinating to see him 
change and improve. He’s a very late 
developer, but he’s got a lot of talent, 
he’s bred well and we’re excited to be 
here.”

Outside –
 Continued from page 32
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Monday, July 27.

1ST (1:00PM). $35,000, MCL $30,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Believeinfaith .................. A. Arroyo ......................... J. Antonucci ................. 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Purrfectly Mine .............. J. Castellano .................... C. Martin ...................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Star Dynasty .................. M. Franco ........................ M. Hushion .................. 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Okay Momma ................. E. Cancel .......................... G. Contessa ................ 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Selective Memory .......... R. Hernandez ................... W. Ward ....................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............No Shanks ...................... L. Saez ............................. M. Mareina ................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Zoetic ............................. J. Rosario ........................ N. Zito ........................ 10-1

2ND (1:33PM). $50,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Saturday Appeal ............. J. Alvarado ...................... R. Schosberg ............. 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Everydoghashisday ........ C. Sullivan ....................... J. Parker ..................... 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Johannesburg Smile ...... C. Velasquez .................... D. Jacobson ................. 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Chapman ........................ A. Cruz ............................. C. Englehart .................. 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Jeter ............................... E. Cancel .......................... N. Esler ........................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Wild Finish ..................... J. Castellano .................... G. Sciacca .................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Seek to Destroy .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1

3RD (2:06PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sweet Whiskey ............... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-5
2  ..... 2 ............Making Havoc ................ J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sweet Success ............... C. Lanerie ........................ G. Arnold, II.................. 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Jubilant Vision ............... C. Velasquez .................... D. Jacobson ................. 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Medaglia d’Argento ........ L. Saez ............................. L. Rice ........................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Court Dancer .................. M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver................... 12-1

4TH (2:39PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Say Cin Cin ..................... J. Leparoux ...................... H. Bond ........................ 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Kitzys Rocket ................. J. Castellano .................... B. Tagg ......................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Right Decision ................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Poly One Flex ................. C. Lanerie ........................ G. Arnold, II................ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Honey Chile Ryder ......... M. Franco ........................ T. Pletcher .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tiztalented ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 7-2
7  ..... MTO ......Regia Marina .................. J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani .................. 6-5
8  ..... 8 ............Magical Empire .............. E. Cancel .......................... J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Tizette ............................ J. Leparoux ...................... H. Bond ...................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Often (IRE) ..................... T. McCarthy ..................... H. Motion ..................... 2-1

5TH (3:12PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tiz So Sweet .................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 7-5
2  ..... 2 ............Natalie Victoria ............... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Nevin ....................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Amulay ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Levine ...................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Samantha Nicole ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Star Grazing ................... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Jerkens ................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Another Incident ............ J. Rosario ........................ N. Zito .......................... 8-1

6TH (3:45PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hundred Percent ............ F. Jara .............................. C. Englehart ................ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Stone Crab ..................... C. Velasquez .................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Royal Afleet .................... E. Trujillo ......................... G. DiSanto .................. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Spartan Emperor ............ M. Franco ........................ R. Falcone, Jr. ............ 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Devilish Grin .................. J. Velazquez ..................... J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Vischer Ferry .................. J. Alvarado ...................... A. Kingsley, Jr............... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bustin the Bank .............. K. Carmouche .................. B. Levine ...................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Tommaso ....................... E. Cancel .......................... H. Bond ...................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Thank You ...................... L. Saez ............................. M. Mareina ................... 2-1

Copyright 2015 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved. 

7TH (4:18PM). $100,000, STK - THE LUCKY COIN, 4 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Shore Runner ................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Sharp ........................ 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Brewing .......................... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bold Thunder ................. J. Ortiz ............................. P. Farro ......................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Spring to the Sky ........... J. Rosario ........................ B. Brown ...................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sonny Inspired ............... J. Toledo .......................... P. Schoenthal ............. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Amelia’s Wild Ride ......... J. Lezcano ....................... R. Preciado .................. 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tightend Touchdown ...... J. Castellano .................... J. Servis ....................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sandy’z Slew .................. J. Alvarado ...................... R. Schosberg ............. 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sharp Sensation ............. L. Saez ............................. R. Baker ..................... 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Saucy Don ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pompay .................. 15-1
11..... 11 ..........Dreamsgonewild ............ T. McCarthy ..................... B. Alexander ............... 10-1

8TH (4:52PM). $75,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sakonnet Point ............... A. Cintron ........................ J. Sheppard ................ 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Rockin Alli ...................... E. Trujillo ......................... T. Shaw ...................... 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............B Rockett ....................... J. Castellano .................... G. Arnold, II.................. 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Willow U ........................ M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Bi Light of Day ............... K. Carmouche .................. J. Hertler .................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Cosmic Serenity ............. L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ...................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Conquest Superstep ....... S. Bridgmohan ................ M. Casse ...................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Milkyyourway ................. E. Cancel .......................... D. Schettino ............... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Moonlit Sonnet .............. J. Rosario ........................ J. Orseno .................... 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Corner Three .................. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-2
11..... 11 ..........Loon River ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1

9TH (5:26PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Kitstrickortreat ............... E. Trujillo ......................... P. Reynolds ................ 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Ant and Bee .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Hertler .................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gear Jammer ................. J. Lezcano ....................... C. Martin .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Greg’s Fourwheeler ........ M. Franco ........................ T. Bush ......................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Massolimo ..................... E. Cancel .......................... H. Bond ........................ 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............My Friend Keith .............. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Holy Week ...................... C. Velasquez .................... W. Turner, Jr. ................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Michael James ............... L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Plundering ..................... J. Castellano .................... G. Contessa .................. 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Priest N the Rabbi .......... A. Cruz ............................. W. Ward ..................... 12-1
11..... 11 ..........Giantpatontheback ......... S. Jimenez ....................... P. Kelly ....................... 15-1
12..... 12 ..........O’Bear ............................ F. Jara .............................. J. Hertler .................... 20-1
13..... AE..........Spun Hard ...................... C. Velasquez .................... L. Rice .......................... 4-1
14..... AE..........Starago .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. DiPrima .................. 20-1
15..... AE..........Jacob’s Here .................. F. Jara .............................. P. Quick ...................... 30-1
16..... AE..........Back Scatter ................... K. Carmouche .................. K. Magee .................... 10-1

MONDAY SARATOGA ENTRIES

Tod Marks
Tightend Touchdown looks to score in Monday’s Lucky Coin.
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Riley Mott unsnapped the shank from Lady Lara 
at the mouth of the paddock chute, turned and 
walked toward the clubhouse big screen to watch 
the Diana. Mott’s father, Bill, had two horses run-
ning in Saturday’s Grade 1 turf stakes. My Miss So-
phia and Lady Lara had chances to land the feature. 

For Riley Mott, the feature had already been 
landed.

Back in September, with a few months still to go 
at University of Kentucky, Mott went to the Keene-
land September Yearling Sale. Tagging along with 
his friend Phil Hager, Mott looked at horses, took 
notes and tabbed a few who he liked. Hager nar-
rowed his list further, asked Mott if he liked Hip 
2830, a bay colt by Tizdejavu. Mott, 23, liked him 
enough to call his dad.

 “He asked me what I thought, I said I liked 
him. Dad said go ahead and bid on him. We wound 
up getting him for a good price,” Mott said of 
the $32,000 purchase. “Phil Hager is a very close 
friend, he’s been doing some work for my dad at the 
sales, my dad told me to go look around the sale so I 
kicked around the sale with Phil. He’s kind of men-
tored me around the sale. He’s got a great eye. Do I 
frequent the sales often? No. I know how to look at 
a horse better, but Phil found this horse, he deserves 
all the credit. I was just a passenger.”

On a jet. 
Mott’s mother, Tina, named the colt Site Read 

and he arrived at Payson Park this spring as the 
house horse, low budget, decent looking, nothing 
expected in a barn of runners. Then he breezed a 
couple of times. 

“What if this sucker can run?” father said to son. 
Riley knew that was saying something. 
“If you know my dad, he’s not real outspoken,” 

Riley said. “You could tell he liked him.” 
 Saturday afternoon at about 2:08, he really liked 

him. 

 Running in the green with white diamond frame 
silks of Bill Mott (he had to order a new pair of 
silks, it had been so long), Site Read won his de-
but at Saratoga. Relaxing early and rolling late, Site 
Read drew off to win by 4 ¾ lengths in the 1 1/16-
mile turf maiden for 2-year-olds. 

Six of the 10 runners in the $83,000 maiden race 
hailed from the Keeneland September Sale. Prices 
ranged from $250,000 to $32,000. They represent-
ed the likes of Klaravich and William Lawrence, 
Let’s Go Stable, Sumaya US Stable and the Motts. 
The owning/training Motts. 

“You couldn’t imagine what just happened. All 
summer long, he’s been standing up as one of our 
best 2-year-olds, physically, he’s nice and he ran 

like it. The fact that he won wasn’t 
surprising, the way he won you can’t 
expect that. At Saratoga,” Riley said. 
“My mom was thrilled, she’s been ex-
cited about the horse. To be with my 
parents at that moment was awesome. 
It was fun, it felt like a stakes race.”

All children yearn for approval 
from their parents, especially sons 
from their fathers. 

When your dad is in the Hall of 
Fame, and you’re trying to follow in 
his footsteps, the stamp of approval 
comes with heavy ink. Then you call 
your dad and tell him you like a horse. 
And he says buy him. 

“It meant a lot. One, he’s my dad. 
And, two, I understand, he’s Bill Mott, 
he’s a Hall of Famer. I was surprised, 
sort of, because he’s not really into 
that thing, he doesn’t buy horses. It 
showed that he had a little bit con-
fidence in our opinion,” Riley said. 
“This horse has held a special spot in 

my heart, it was cool to see him develop into a nice 
horse. I can tell you, my dad was extra excited. It 
was awesome, very gratifying.”

Hotwalker to assistant to agent, Riley Mott con-
tinues to climb the ladder at his dad’s stable. Hum-
ble, hard-working, he’s the next generation, learn-
ing the trade, thinking big. 

“The dream is to one day train, myself,” Riley 
said, minutes before the Diana field broke from the 
gate. “I’ll wait as long as my dad thinks I should 
wait. I’m content with what’s going on right now.”

Asked how long he’s been wanting to be a trainer, 
Riley smiled. 

“Since I could even think,” he said.
Days like Saturday won’t make him think twice. 
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Tod Marks
Bill (left) and Riley Mott after Saturday’s win.




