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here&there... at Saratoga

Connie BushFind Your Beach. A backstretch squirrel enjoys a picnic at Saratoga as much as the people do.

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga

“People pay (personal) trainers to help them work out. I’m getting paid to 
exercise.”

Groom Cat McGee, who regularly hoists hay nets 
and straw bales that outweigh her

“Your secret’s safe with me.”
Daily Racing Form’s Dave Grening to The Special’s Sean Clancy,  

who needed to borrow a pen from Grening on Opening Day

“Nephew Jack gave out a winner on the radio. It must be in the genes.”
Special reader John O’Connor,  

about Jack Clancy touting a winner on HRRN

“One more second and I’ll have a minute.”
Jockey Edgar Prado after collecting four seconds on Opening Day

“There’s a magician out on the street, see if he can finish the paper for you.”
Ryan Clancy, late into Friday’s deadline

“It feels great. Any race you can win at Saratoga feels great.”
Jockey Rosie Napravnik after a dead heat in the Schuylerville

“She’s half our size, she’s some kind of fierce and tough.”
Napravnik about Bahnah, who finished in a dead heat 

with Napravnik’s mount Brazen Persuasion in the Schuylerville

“This is like coaching soccer all over again.”
The Special’s Tom Law about the young,  

energetic and talented crop of Special reporters

“Do you have a trainer’s license?”
Owner to The Special’s Sean Clancy, 

about sending a horse to Saratoga (he does not)

“You’re talking to a lot of us.”
Trainer Arch Kingsley, after reading  
Sean Clancy’s column about retiring

“That horse worked good. Whoever it is.”
Spectator watching a big bay horse of Charlie LoPresti’s  

work Saturday morning (it was Successful Dan)

“It’s a 40-day meet. No sense getting in a hurry.”
Trainer Al Stall, on being patient at Saratoga

“She is a Pit Bull in disguise.”
Trainer Angel Penna Jr., after The Special’s  

Labrador mascot Katie jumped into his golf cart

“We’ve got 15 two-year-olds, one of them has to win.”
Owner Anthony Bonomo
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here&there... Continued from 
previous page

Connie Bush
Now That’s A Hat. Sunday’s hat contest brought out some real winners.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

www.brookledge.com
HORSE TRANSPORTATION800-523-8143

“Plenty of times, you go in a race thinking you  
have a chance and you get your butt whipped.  
If you go into a race thinking you don’t have  

much of a shot, you really don’t.”

– Trainer Bret Calhoun, about picking races

NAMES OF THE DAY

BY THE NUMBERS

Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has 
represented owners, trainers, breeders and 

jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.
 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181150,000: Dollars produced in claims for Tightend Touchdown during his career.

4: Golf carts visited by Bentley (Niall and Stephanie Brennan’s Jack Russell) Monday morning.

1: Person watching the Penn National simulcast Saturday night (it was Sylmar Farm’s Ronny 
Houghton – his son and daughter-in-law won a nice maiden race with a homebred).

19: Margin of victory, in lengths, by Princess Of Sylmar in her maiden win at Penn National

Lunar Surge, fourth race. The MTO entrant is by Malibu Moon, out of Zoey Power.

Bear Slayer, seventh race. The first-time starter Maryland-bred is by Two Punch, out of 
Big Cat Walks Late.

The Chief... Day 4

The New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337  | visit us on Facebook

- Trainer Allen Jerkens

“You used to gallop slower. What happens now, you watch a guy 
gallop a horse too fast, then you accuse them of it, and they’ll say, ‘I 
don’t know what you’re watching.’ They’re just in a habit of galloping 
too fast. They used to never gallop that fast. In my opinion, if you’re 
relying on the fast gallops, then, at least for me, I don’t know for 
sure if I have them the right way. The other way, if you work them 
the way you want to work them, you’d be 
pretty confident you did the right thing. 
Who the hell knows, training…”
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The Worksheet

Sean Clancy
Verrazano (right) and Micromanage bend into the turn.

Tod Marks
Horse of the Year Wise Dan grabs some grass.

Saturday, July 20
Bad Hombre
4 furlongs, training track, fast
49.22

Saratoga Snacks
4 furlongs, training track, fast
49.78

• The Lumber Guy
4 furlongs, main track, fast
48.15

Delaunay
4 furlongs, main track, good
52.24

Wise Dan
4 furlongs, main track, good 
51.24
Trainer Charlie LoPresti: “He’s like a 
cat. He sneaks out of the stall, sneaks 
up on you. That work was slow, for 
him, but I didn’t want him to go fast. 
I told Damien (Rock), ‘whatever you 
do, take care of him.’ That thing was 
slow. You’ll see a different horse when 
he goes over to work on the turf (this) 
week. He’ll probably work Friday.”

Golden Soul
5 furlongs, training track, fast
1:03.55

• Successful Dan 
5 furlongs, main track, fast
1:00.61
Trainer Charlie LoPresti: “That horse 
worked good. He’s on his game. 
You’ve got to draw a line through that 
Stephen Foster. He just didn’t like it. 
He’s never been beat over that track. 
Julien (Leparoux) came back and just 
said he was bobbling and not getting 
over it the way he can. I was happy 
with my horse’s work, really happy.”

Fort Larned
5 furlongs, main track, good
1:03.81

Sunday, July 21
Centre Court
4 furlongs, turf, firm
48.55

Big Blue Kitten
4 furlongs, training track, fast
51.32

Palace Malice
4 furlongs, main track
49.77

Saginaw
4 furlongs, main track, fast
49.30

Justin Phillip
5 furlongs, main track, fast
1:00.51

Monday, July 22
Lea
4 furlongs, turf, firm
48.60

• Verrazano
4 furlongs, main track
47.20

• Micromanage
4 furlongs, main track
47.20

Flat Out
4 furlongs, training track, fast
49.61

Departing
5 furlongs, training track
1:00.19

Tuesday, July 23
Fort Larned
5 furlongs, main track, sloppy
1:01.19
Trainer Ian Wilkes: “He’s fast horse, 
he needs to work fast.”

Looking Cool
5 furlongs, main track, sloppy
1:01.76

As usual, the Saratoga tracks were busy this weekend with workers – main 
track, Oklahoma, turf on Monday. The Special took a look, caught up with a 
few, even got some photos.

Sean Clancy
Belmont Stakes winner Palace Malice heads for the stretch.
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Bill Mott was less than a day back 
from Dubai and needed to make a quick 
decision with Besilu Stable’s Tapicat. 
Not exactly a choice of the 11th hour, 
but a pretty quick one nonetheless. 

Transportation was booked, ready 
to take the Tapit filly from Mott’s win-
ter base at Payson Park to Keeneland 
to run in the Grade 1 Ashland Stakes. 
The filly, not far removed from her 
third straight victory and a nice win 
in the Grade 3 Florida Oaks at Tam-
pa Bay Downs, 
just wasn’t right 
and Mott said 
stop. 

E m o l l i e n t 
went instead, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 
the Mott stable 
with aplomb by 
winning in Lex-
ington in a laugher. Tapicat went north, 
too, but to northern Marion County 
and owner Ben Leon Jr.’s Besilu Stables. 

“She was supposed to go to the Ash-
land, but I didn’t like the way she was 
doing on the morning she was supposed 

to ship to the Ashland,” Mott said of 
Tapicat, who is part of a tough group 
entered in today’s Grade 2 Lake George 
at Saratoga. “The van was there, the 
plane was there and I had just arrived 
back from Dubai. I got back the day 
before and I had to make a decision by 
5 o’clock in the morning. She wasn’t 
right, so that’s why I put the other filly 
in there. That’s when the decision was 
made to put the brakes on.”

Tapicat, a 
$725,000 year-
ling buy and 
part of a large 
draft Leon 
bought at the 
2011 Keene-
land September 
sale, spent six 
weeks on the 

farm. 
The team at Besilu, led by farm 

trainer Joe Hennessy, lightened up on 
the speedy and athletic chestnut and 
got her going again fairly quickly. She 
trained on the farm’s AquaTred un-

derwater treadmill and breezed a few 
times on the farm’s training track. 

Tapicat came back to Mott and 
joined his Saratoga string in June. 

The break did her good. She’d run 
hard in her three races—victories in 
a maiden and an optional claimer at 
Gulfstream in just about a month’s 
time and then the Florida Oaks win at 
the immediate expense of Lake George 
entrant Kitten’s Dumplings.

“We started with her in the fall, she 
had the race at Belmont and then we 
went right down there [to Florida] and 

kept going,” Mott said after turf train-
ing was done for the day Monday out-
side his barn on the Oklahoma training 
track. “She just went the wrong way 
and we sent her back to the farm . . . She 
just needed a little break in between.”

While Tapicat was at the farm and 
getting her comeback started her peers 
in the Lake George were busy racking 
up wins. Mott called it a “nice, solid 
group.”

Kitten’s Dumplings, who followed 

Tod Marks
Lake George favorite Tapicat gets some attention at trainer Bill Mott’s barn. 

Deep Water
Tapicat takes on strong group 
in today’s Grade 2 stakes on turf

BY TOM LAW LAKE GEORGE STAKES PREVIEW

See LAKE GEORGE page 6 

“She wasn’t right, 
so that’s why 

I put the other filly in there.”

– Trainer Bill Mott 

Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Acey Deucey

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .
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26 Losee Lane, Rhinebeck, New York 12572
Tel (845) 876-7085 • Fax (845) 876-8611 • www.rhinebeckequine.com
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Our specialists provide the 
medical and surgical services 

your horse needs
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Laura H. Javsicas, VMD, DACVIM
Shannon J. Murray, DVM, DACVS

James N. Nutt, VMD, DACVS

When your horse needs help...

up the Florida Oaks with a fifth behind 9-length win-
ner Emollient in the Ashland, added back-to-back 
stakes wins at Churchill Downs. 

Maximova, a filly by Danehill Dancer foaled in 
New York but not eligible for the state’s restricted 
races, started her career with three wins that includes 
a stakes. 

Darley’s Midnight Watch won back-to-back races 
at Belmont on the turf and Blossom’s Trail clicked 
off three straight, including an optional claimer last 
time out where she was claimed for $65,000 by Gary 
Contessa. 

Others in the Lake George are not exactly slouch-
es, either. Watsdachances, winner of two stakes last 
year in New York and runner-up in the Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Fillies Turf, making her third stat of the year 
for Chad Brown off two defeats in graded stakes; 
and Fab Flowers, Allen Jerkens’ filly who placed in 
three straight stakes leading to this spot, round out 
the field. 

Christophe Clement sends out Maximova, who 
won the Bit of Whimsy last time at Belmont Park. 
Out of the winning Sadler’s Wells mare Honoria, 
Maximova exchanged bumps with Mariel N Kathy 
in the 1 1/8-mile Bit of Whimsy but didn’t give an 
inch and won by a head.

“It’s very ambitious to run on Wednesday because 
it’s a very good race,” Clement said. “She’s a nice im-

proving filly. She deserves a shot and has done noth-
ing wrong.”

Owned and bred by Gallagher’s Stud, Maximova 
spent the spring and early part of the summer with 
Clement at Belmont. 

She breezed an easy 3 furlongs on the Oklaho-
ma dirt track Saturday and Clement reiterated as 

he watched a set train Monday how the 1 1/16-mile 
Lake George would be a step up for the bay filly.

“Absolutely, she’s running against a much better 
field than anything she’s faced so far,” he said. “But 
being a filly, she’s a stakes winner already, and any-
thing with a graded stakes next to her name would be 
great. A win or even a placing would be great.”

Lake George –
 Continued from page 5

Tod Marks
Kitten’s Dumplings returns to the scene of her debut win last year for trainer Mike Maker.

“It’s very ambitious 
to run on Wednesday because 

it’s a very good race.”

– Trainer Christophe Clement
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brought to you by:

Cell: (859) 312-3414 • www.kirkwoodstables.com

Photo by Connie Bush

“Before 
the doors 

open”
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Today’s $100,000 Broom Dance 
Stakes is a steppingstone. A fitting name 
for a race that could serve as a prep for 
much bigger things to come later in the 
Saratoga meeting.

Broom Dance won five stakes rac-
es during her career, none bigger than 
the 1983 Alabama Stakes. The winner 
of today’s Broom Dance will become 
a stakes winner for the first time, since 
none of the race’s entrants are stakes 
winners and wouldn’t be eligible for it 
if they had won one already this year. 

So, as mentioned above, it’s a step-
pingstone. Whether it’s a steppingstone 
to that same race that Broom Dance of 
the 1980s won for Christiana Stables 
remains to be seen. It’s a good group on 
paper, though, competitive and with fil-
lies in good form. 

Profetiza fits in that category and 
Bill Mott thinks she fits in the Broom 
Dance. 

Profetiza is one of two runners en-
tered today owned by Ben Leon Jr.’s 
Besilu Stables, along with Lake George 
Stakes morning-line favorite Tapicat. 
Leon brought a big entourage to Dela-

ware Park last weekend when his Royal 
Delta romped in the Delaware Handi-
cap and he’ll be here again today. 

The Besilu team’s been high on Pro-
fetiza for a while. All the way back to 
when Leon paid $775,000 for the daugh-
ter of A.P. Indy at the 2011 Keeneland 
September yearling sale. She’s not quite 
Royal Delta, who was a graded stakes 
winner when she came to Saratoga as a 
3-year-old back in 2011 for then owner 
Saud bin Khaled’s Palides Investments. 
She lost her first start here then won, 
you guessed it, the Alabama en route to 
a championship season capped by a win 
in the Breeders’ Cup Ladies’ Classic. 

Profetiza isn’t quite there, at least not 
yet. She’s won two straight though, in-
cluding a front-running allowance win 
going a mile June 21 at Belmont Park. 

“It looks like we fit in there,” Mott 
said. “It looks like we have a chance, 
depending on which way she goes in the 
race. If she moves forward then I’ll be 
interested in trying something bigger 
next. Obviously each time she’s run it’s 
been a big step up.”

Profetiza’s faced two turns before, 
twice. She broke her maiden in her sec-
ond attempt, on Kentucky Oaks Day 
two back at Churchill going 1 1/16 
miles. Mott ran her back June 21 going 
a one-turn mile at Belmont, most out of 
necessity.

“It was an opportunity to run [and] 
we ran in the race they offered us to run 
in,” he said. “You can’t run two turns 
down there. That race was fine and she’s 
run around two turns before so I’m not 
concerned about that.”

Four others in the field are winners 

going two turns long, including 3-1 sec-
ond choice Montana Native and 7-2 
third choice Flash Forward. Parc Mon-
ceau, second in the same conditions as 
the race Profetiza won going a mile at 
Belmont in her first start for Mike Hush-
ion, won her two-turn try on synthetic 
earlier this spring at Hollywood Park. 
Majestic Marquet won going a mile on 
the inner at Aqueduct in early March. 
Tap Twenty One is the lone member of 
the field without a two-turn victory, but 
finished second to Montana Native last 
time out.

Tod Marks
Trainer Bill Mott hopes the rain stays away and helps Profetiza in today’s Broom Dance.

Ladder Step
Restricted stakes for 3YO fillies 
draws field of six in good form

BY TOM LAW BROOM DANCE PREVIEW
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Millionaire . . . Race’s leading earn-
er by more than $300,000 . . . Grade 
1 winner . . . Big, beautiful, gray horse 
with a win over the course . . . 10-1 shot 
in an optional claimer.

Only in Saratoga could one horse be 
all of those things.

Somehow, Turallure checks the boxes 
though as one of 11 in today’s tough-as-
a-50-cent-steak sixth race. At a mile on 
the inner turf, the race could easily be a 
graded stakes featuring (in no apparent 
order) $633,000 earner Bim Bam, mil-
lionaire Pants On Fire, multiple stakes 
winner Seal Cove, Grade 3 winner 
Hoofit, $425,000 earner Beau Choix and 
multiple graded stakes winner Mr. Com-
mons. Oh, and Brazilian import Vitoria 
Olimpica, the second choice at 7-2 mak-
ing his debut for trainer Todd Pletcher.

All fit under the allowance condition 
of not having won $50,000 twice on the 
turf in 2013 or which have never won 
four races “other than.”

Owned by 4-D Stable, Turallure 
has not won since taking the Grade 1 
Woodbine Mile in September 2011. 
He followed that effort with a tough-
luck second in the Breeders’ Cup Mile. 

It’s been even tougher going since. His 
2012 season included just three starts 
– a second in the Maker’s 46 Mile, a 
seventh in the Turf Classic and a fourth 
in the Firecracker. Trainer Charlie Lo-
Presti shut him down shortly thereafter 
with a diagnosis of bone bruising from 
Dr. Larry Bramlage. After almost eight 
months without a race, the 6-year-old 
returned in April. He finished sixth to 
Howe Great in a Keeneland allowance, 
sixth again at Churchill and then fifth in 
a small stakes at Arlington. While not 
quite a last chance, today’s race offers 
an opportunity.

“He ran OK for a comeback race 
(at Keeneland) and I thought he would 
build off that race,” said LoPresti. “We 
found a few things about his bloodwork, 
his liver enzymes were elevated, maybe 
there’s something to that. I want to give 
him every chance. He looks like a million 
dollars, his last two works were really 
good, he can’t be doing any better.”

Turallure won the Bernard Baruch 
here in 2011, and can earn another try 
in the Grade 2 with a win or even an im-
proved effort in a loss. LoPresti has con-
sidered adding blinkers, considered geld-
ing the son of Wando. Two years ago, 
the Kentucky-bred was the stable star. 

Now he’s third (maybe) behind Horse of 
the Year Wise Dan and multiple graded 
stakes winner Successful Dan.

“His best race wouldn’t beat Wise 
Dan, but I like him; he’s a neat horse,” 
LoPresti said. “He doesn’t owe anybody 
anything. I still think about that Breed-
ers’ Cup . . . one more head bob and we 
had it.”

Turallure’s career arc shows the va-
garies of training horses. He was on 
top of his game, ran a sub-par race or 
two, went for an examination and got 
diagnosed with a problem. There’s no 
real cure for bruised bones, so LoPresti 
dialed up extended rest. Were he a bet-
ter stallion prospect, Turallure wouldn’t 
even be in Saratoga. Instead, he’s back 

to give it one more go. LoPresti spends 
as much time thinking about his horse’s 
mental health as his physical.

“I wanted to get him up here, get him 
back on track, pick his head up in a new 
place,” the trainer said. “He’s a 6-year-
old stud, sometimes you wonder about 
horses like that. They get complacent 
with what they’re doing.”

LoPresti sent Turallure to the Okla-
homa turf course for a spin Monday 
morning, and exercise rider Damien 
Rock let the gray motor through the 
stretch. LoPresti joked that he might 
“lock him in his stall” until today in 
hopes of having Turallure “breathing 
fire” by post time.

Against this group, it can’t hurt.

Sean Clancy
Grade 1 winner Turallure is part of a classy field in today’s sixth race.

Rewinder
Veteran Turallure eyes return  
to form in tough optional claimer

BY JOE CLANCY
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Wednesday, July 24.

1ST (1:00PM). $45,000, CLM $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Roman’s Avenue L. Saez D. Romans 12-1
2   2 Dighton J. Rosario R. Araya 5-2
3   3 Dattts Happy I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Hennig 6-1
4   4 Much Stronger J. Castellano D. Jacobson 7-2
5   5 Mewannarose R. Maragh G. DiPrima 15-1
6   6 Ten Items Or Less J. Alvarado L. Rice 5-1
7   7 Leilani’s Ticket C. Velasquez D. Galluscio 4-1
8   8 Midnight Music R. Albarado R. Morse 8-1

2ND (1:32PM). $100,000, STK-THE BROOM DANCE, 3 YO, F , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Parc Monceau J. Velazquez M. Hushion 6-1
2   2 Montana Native J. Rosario K. McPeek 3-1
3   3 Tap Twenty One A. Garcia G. Arnold, II 5-1
4   4 Profetiza M. Smith W. Mott 2-1
5   5 Flash Forward I. Ortiz, Jr. D. Schettino 7-2
6   6 Majestic Marquet C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 8-1

3RD (2:04PM). $46,000, CLM $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Town Hall J. Rosario M. Maker 2-1
2   2 Nevada P. Lopez J. Orseno 9-2
3   3 Bedouin Now J. Espinoza J. Ness 6-1
4   4 Belief System J. Alvarado R. Rodriguez 5-1
5   5 Summer Sands I. Ortiz, Jr. K. McLaughlin 4-1
6   6 Beachview Two R. Napravnik R. Violette, Jr. 20-1
7   7 Liberty Wing J. Castellano R. Hess, Jr. 8-1
8   8 Rockfield J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 10-1

4TH (2:36PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Go Baby Go Go E. Prado J. Baker 12-1
2   2 Shortbread Scotty R. Maragh D. Cannizzo 20-1
3   3 Celtic Arch J. Rosario C. Clement 4-1
4   4 Pleasant Cat I. Ortiz, Jr. T. Bush 12-1
5   5 Samiam J. Espinoza G. Weaver 10-1
6   6 Callana J. Alvarado W. Mott 8-5
7   7 Forever Road A. Solis C. Domino 8-1
8   8 Industrial Policy J. Castellano C. Brown 3-1
9   MTO Lunar Surge J. Velazquez G. Weaver 7-2

5TH (3:08PM). $37,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   5 Work N Flirt J. Castellano M. Mareina 8-5
1a  8 Malibu Queen I. Ortiz, Jr. M. Mareina 8-5
2   1 Insane Speed L. Saez G. Contessa 15-1
3   2 Passionforsongs M. Franco R. Persaud 20-1
4   3 Mama Zee C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 5-1
5   4 Charming Becky J. Espinoza J. Ness 15-1
6   6 Inaflash J. Rosario S. Asmussen 4-1
7   7 Lady Halite J. Lezcano E. Kenneally 10-1
8   9 Rettalfa R. Maragh G. Gullo 8-1
9   10 Diamond Maker J. Velazquez R. Rodriguez 6-1

6TH (3:41PM). $95,000, AOC $100,000, 4 & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   4 Pants On Fire P. Lopez K. Breen 8-1
1a  8 Sleepless Knight P. Lopez K. Breen 8-1
2   1 Vitoria Olimpica (BRZ) J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 7-2
3   2 Bim Bam D. Cohen R. Moquett 15-1
4   3 Paris Vegas R. Napravnik T. Voss 10-1
5   5 Turallure J. Lezcano C. LoPresti 10-1
6   6 Seal Cove J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 12-1
7   7 Hoofit (NZ) E. Prado H. Motion 10-1
8   9 Abilio J. Rosario T. Albertrani 15-1
9   10 Beau Choix L. Saez B. Tagg 6-1
10 11 Mr. Commons J. Alvarado J. Shirreffs 5-2
11 MTO Don Dulce L. Saez J. Ness 4-1
12 MTO Associate J. Lezcano M. Nihei 2-1

7TH (4:14PM). $40,000, MCL $25,000, 3 & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Baal Perazim J. Espinoza G. Goodwin 12-1
2   2 Bear Slayer K. McManigell D. Dilodovico 15-1
3   3 My Cousin Zinny J. Velazquez D. Gargan 4-1
4   4 Lara J. Ortiz B. Levine 6-1
5   5 Chessrate D. Cohen C. Englehart 12-1
6   6 Brianna Nicole C. Velasquez L. Rice 8-1
7   7 Lady Gaby A. Lezcano D. Adel 30-1
8   8 Blue Ballerina I. Ortiz, Jr. R. Rodriguez 5-2
9   9 Corinthianna R. Napravnik A. Dutrow 7-2
10 10 Allie Sweet J. Castellano B. Brown 10-1

8TH (4:47PM). $85,000, AOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Jan’s Perfect Star R. Albarado R. Morse 3-1
2   2 Alexandra’s Grace R. Napravnik A. Dutrow 12-1
3   3 Clarinda J. Rosario C. Clement 5-1
4   4 Girl Code J. Lezcano D. Gargan 4-1
5   5 Moment in Dixie J. Alvarado J. Toner 5-2
6   6 Natalie Victoria J. Castellano B. Levine 7-2

9TH (5:20PM). $200,000, STK - THE LAKE GEORGE, 3 YO, F , 1 1/16M 
(INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1   1 Watsdachances (IRE) J. Castellano C. Brown 4-1
2   2 Tapicat M. Smith W. Mott 2-1
3   3 Blossom’s Trail E. Prado G. Contessa 15-1
4   4 Maximova J. Lezcano C. Clement 6-1
5   5 Midnight Watch I. Ortiz, Jr. K. McLaughlin 5-1
6   6 Kitten’s Dumplings J. Rosario M. Maker 5-2
7   7 Fab Flowers J. Alvarado H. Jerkens 20-1
8   MTO Skyfall J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 5-2

10TH (5:52PM). $45,000, MCL $35,000-$25,000, 3 UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1   1 Carolina Chant A. Lezcano R. Persaud 50-1
2   2 Cowboy Prince J. Castellano G. Contessa 5-1
3   3 Show Some Lovin C. Velasquez M. Trombetta 6-1
4   4 Seriously Sharp E. Prado A. Tarrant 20-1
5   5 Where’s Danny (IRE) J. Rosario E. Kenneally 5-2
6   6 Theboyfrombohola I. Ortiz, Jr. C. Domino 30-1
7   7 Lasso D. Cohen C. Clement 3-1
8   8 Sayaprayerforme R. Maragh A. Quartarolo 20-1
9   9 Mel’s Dream M. Franco G. DiSanto 30-1
10 10 Ride a Song R. Napravnik T. Bush 12-1
11 11 Indian Style L. Saez D. Lukas 10-1
12 12 Douro J. Ortiz R. Lerman 15-1
13 AE Harrier Hill C. Velasquez K. McLaughlin 2-1
14 MTO Alvear .  J. Terranova, II 5-1

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 WEDNESDAY’S SARATOGA ENTRIES

A Toast To Palace Malice

Come celebrate as Old Friends Equine honors 2013 Belmont winner Palace Malice, 
Dogwood Stables’ Cot Campbell and Hall of Fame jockey Mike Smith. 

Public welcome and donations encouraged to benefit Old Friends. 6:30 to 8 p.m. Friday, July 26.
Washington Inn, 117 South Broadway. Wine, beer and food will be served.

w
w

w
.T

hi
sI

sH
or

se
R

ac
in

g.
co

m

Sallee Horse Transport
1-800-967-8267
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Check out thisishorseracing.com for more from The Special team.
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Dattts Happy
Leilani’s Ticket
Midnight Music
Parc Monceau

Montana Native
Profetiza

Summer Sands
Town Hall

Bedouin Now
Lunar Surge

Industrial Policy
Shortbread Scotty

Rettalfa
Mama Zee

Mareina entry
Beau Choix
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Breen entry
My Cousin Zinny

Blue Ballerina
Corinthianna

Girl Code
Moment in Dixie
Jan’s Perfect Star
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Midnight Watch
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Montana Native 
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Bedouin Now 
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Corinthianna 

Lara 
Jan’s Perfect Star 
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Blossom’s Trail 
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My Cousin Zinny
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Corinthianna
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Kitten’s Dumplings
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Show Some Lovin
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Ten Items Or Less

Dighton
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Callana
Industrial Policy
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Corinthianna
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Moment In Dixie

Tapicat
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Harrier Hill
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Dighton
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Mr. Commons
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Corinthianna
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Clarinda
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Tapicat
Watsdachances

Kitten’s Dumplings
Lasso

Cowboy Prince
Where’s Danny
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Summers
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Bedard
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Everything he’d done with horses 
prepared him for the moment, yet Mi-
chael Dilger was still blowing like he’d 
just went three-quarters himself in 12 
on the Oklahoma. Deep breath in, deep 
breath out, deep breath in, deep breath 
out as he waited on the racetrack, eyes 
fixed on the big screen.

Dilger was plenty hoarse, too, forced 
to pause mid-sentence a few times as he 
talked in the winner’s circle minutes af-
ter Wired Bryan rolled to victory in Sun-
day’s Grade 2 Sanford Stakes at Sarato-
ga Race Course. Minutes before Dilger 
and girlfriend Emily Meier, he a lifelong 
horseman who grew up around animals 
in Mullingar, Ireland and she the daugh-
ter of a retired jock from Chicago, were 
riding the gray Stormy Atlantic colt 
up the stands nearly as much as Shaun 
Bridgmohan was the length of the Spa 
stretch. 

Heady stuff these graded stakes at 
Saratoga. 

But Dilger was prepared. As prepared 
as he got Wired Bryan, a New York-
bred homebred for Stuart and Anita 
Subotnick’s Anstu Stables, all spring 

and summer at the Oklahoma training 
track, he was as ready himself. He’s a 
graduate of the first class of the Darley 
Flying Start program and then earned 
an unofficial equine masters degree as a 
longtime assistant to Todd Pletcher. He 
learned plenty with Pletcher, one of the 
horsemen with a stylish 2-year-old he 
knocked off in the Sanford, and Dilger 
got a lot of it on his own.

“The job with Todd is a good job 
and a nice job,” Dilger said Thursday, 
watching Wired Bryan relax in his stall. 
“There’s a lot of security over there, but 
the whole reason working for him was 
to prepare yourself. I didn’t come to 
America to look for a job, I came to gain 
experience so I could do this. At the time 
I felt working for Todd was the right 
way to do that. To be honest I didn’t ex-
pect to work for Todd as long as I did. 
Like I said, it was a good job and a good 
learning experience. And once I got in 
and started working for him I realized 
how much I needed to learn.”

Dilger spent some summers at Ar-
lington and Delaware and some winters 

in South Florida during his years with 
Pletcher. 

“Todd’s not a person that will take 
you aside and give you a lot of advice,” 
Dilger said. “You really go in there and 
it’s up to you to watch and observe, take 

it all in. That’s how you learn over there. 
He’s very busy. You learn by doing, by 
taking part, by getting the job done.”

The Subotnicks thought Dilger was 
the kind of horseman who could get it 

T H E  E X C I T E M E N T

STARTS HERE!

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@verizon.net  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

SAM HUFF - CEO • CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

Saturday, October 19, 2013
Post Time 7:15 pm

At

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports, Comcast & HRTV

      

Tod Marks
Wired Bryan flies down the stretch to win Sunday’s Sanford Stakes.

Breakthrough Win
New York-bred Wired Bryan 
comes through for trainer Dilger

BY TOM LAW

See SANFORD page 14 

SANFORD STAKES RECAP
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Tod Marks
Shaun Bridgmohan salutes the skies after winning the Sanford.
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done and sent 15 horses. There are a few 
others for people Dilger calls “friends 
and supporters” and the trainer owns 
one himself. 

Dilger took out his license in Janu-
ary. Wired Bryan was his first winner, 
taking the lone New York-bred juvenile 
maiden special weight of the Belmont 
spring-summer meet June 19, and is 
now his first graded stakes winner.  

Wired Bryan, who won the $200,000 
Sanford by 5 1/4 lengths in 1:11.06 for 
the 6 furlongs, was cool and relaxed the 
morning after the race as a light rain fell 
on the eves of Dilger’s barn. He almost 
seemed more calm 12 hours earlier, so 
gathered in the paddock that Dilger said 
he was “eerily quiet.”

Something he’s seen before though. 
A quick check of his iPhone and Dilger 
found a photo of the gray colt sprawled 
out in a stall, completely sacked out. 

“That was him at like 11 in the morn-
ing down at Belmont the day before he 
ran,” Dilger said. “He’d never been 
there before, was in a new stall and had 
just been on the van for four hours.”

Wired Bryan made quick work of the 
group he faced that day and was just as 
precise in the Sanford. He broke sharp 
and on top, then let Hollywood Tal-
ent stick a head and then as much as a 
length in front, then retook the lead for 
good in the lane. 

Bridgmohan smacked him a few times 
right handed in the stretch and Wired 
Bryan swerved in a bit and swished his 
tail, but was well clear. Southern Bless-

ing closed well on the inside to beat Hol-
lywood Talent for the place spot. Debt 
Ceiling, who came in unbeaten in three 
starts and with two stakes wins, was last 
of six. 

Bridgmohan picked up the mount 
early in the week when John Velazquez 
stuck with a potential Pletcher runner 
(Yes Liz, who was scratched) for the 
Sanford. Bridgmohan also picked up 
plenty of advice from Velazquez and 
Dilger.

“They told me he was a pretty sharp 
breaker leaving the gate and that he 
wants to put you there,” said Bridgmo-
han. “Obviously he did. He put me right 
in the spot where I needed to be. He was 
pinned down a little bit on the inside, it 
just shows you how much tenacity he’s 
got that he worked to overcome that. 

The horse on the lead had him and I just 
sat there. My horse could have given up 
at any point, but he hung in there. To 
come back up the rail, he was very pro-
fessional.”

Dilger and Meier, the daughter of 
retired jockey and 4,100-plus win man 
Randall Meier, celebrated on Broadway 
after the win. They were back at it Mon-
day though, while Wired Bryan relaxed 
in his stall, out of the rain. 

The colt out of the stakes-placed 
Runaway Groom mare Red Melody 
didn’t get out of the rain much this 
spring and summer training at Sarato-
ga, getting slightly off schedule with his 
breezes. 

Dilger said he was barely, if at all, 
able to breeze Wired Bryan on a fast 
track over the Oklahoma before his de-
but. He was finally able as the Sarato-
ga meet inched closer, including a good 
5-furlong move six days before the race 
on the training track. 

Dilger thought about breezing over 
the main track, but stuck with what 
worked for the colt prior to his debut.

“He didn’t get to breeze over Bel-
mont’s track before he ran, so it didn’t 
seem that essential for this race either,” 
he said Monday. “We entered him like 
four or five times before he finally ran 
down there, too. The horse was fit and 
he was ready to run that day. His works 
were very spotty though. If you look at 
the chart he worked [12] days before 
he ran and it was at least 10 days back 
to his other work before that. Then he 
was maybe on an eight-day schedule, or 
a seven, once-a-week kind of deal. But 
like I said, once they’re fit you know, 
you just need to keep them happy.”

Sanford –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Trainer Michael Dilger

Follow us on

@joeclancy65
@saratogaspecial
@saratogaTL
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Steeplechasing
A Saratoga Tradition—Always

Steeplechase racing was 
featured at Saratoga-area 
tracks as early as 1858.

Experience the thrills of steeplechase 
racing every Thursday of the 2013 
Saratoga Race Course meet.
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Sunday’s $100,000 Fiddlers Patriot 
Stakes provided Bruce Brown with the 
highs and lows of racing. He won the 5 
1/2-furlong turf sprint with Strong Im-
pact and posed for pictures in the win-
ner’s circle just a few minutes after an-
other of his trainees, Spring To The Sky, 
was vanned off the racetrack. 

The morning after the race things 
brightened up a bit for Brown, even if 
the weather took a turn for the worse, 
as the trainer said the Langfuhr colt 
“cooled out OK after the race.”

“We’re not quite sure what it is yet,” 
Brown said Monday. “I don’t think 
it was anything obvious at this point, 
which is good.”

The trainer also said it would be a few 
days before he knew how long Spring 
To The Sky, who raced in fourth early 
before getting out badly on the turn for 
home, would be on the sidelines.

Strong Impact’s win came by 
three-quarters of a length at 11-1, far 
greater odds than those in Brown’s mind.

“This wasn’t an easy race,” Brown 
said. “But I knew that he was training 
real well and he came into the race in 
good shape. There were some very nice 
horses in here.”

Brown said the New York-bred A. 
P Jet gelding is better this year than 
he’s ever been. The trainer claimed the 
7-year-old in August 2011 from Rick 
Schosberg for $35,000 and has been in 
the money 10 times since then. This was 
the first time, however, that he had won 
a stakes for his current trainer and own-
er La Marca Stable.

“It’s nice to claim horses, and this is 
the second one now that we’ve claimed 
and won a stakes with,” he said. “The 
horse pretty much just trains himself,” 
he said. “Horses like this one aren’t very 
hard to train, you just have to keep him 
happy and he does his thing.”

Strong Impact won for the eighth 
time in 34 career starts and duplicat-
ed his effort from an optional claiming 
victory at Belmont June 19. Bred by 
Donald Flanagan, the gelding has now 
earned more than $410,000.

—Ryan Martin

• Everyone that’s spent time around 
Joy Seeker—from the three jockeys that 
rode her in her three races to her train-

er to her ownership partners—always 
thought she was a good filly.

Stakes caliber even. She just couldn’t 
pull it together in her three races, all 
thirds, at Aqueduct. Feet issues and rac-
ing on the dirt were the likely culprits 
for the Heatseeker filly, who rolled to 
victory in her grass debut going a mile 
Sunday. She won gate-to-wire by 4 3/4 
lengths under Irad Ortiz Jr.

“She’s never seen the grass,” said Matt 
Gatsas of Sovereign Stables, which owns 
the winner. “She’s bred up and down for 
it. That was the big question mark, but 
she’s always trained like a good filly. In 
fact we thought she’d win her last three 
starts. Well, maybe not the first because 
it was her first time, but we thought 

she’d win and the fact she didn’t, there 
was something missing there.”

Bred in New York by Patricia Purdy, 
the winner was making her second start 
of 2013, though the first came way back 
in January.

“Every jock that’s been on her 
thought she’d be a stakes horse,” said 
Gatsas. “John [Terranova] thought she 
was a stakes horse from Day 1. Every-
body thought a lot about this horse. 
The fact she didn’t show up really has 
kind of been disappointing the last two 
races. We were figuring it’s got to be the 
grass.”

—Tom Law

Tod Marks
Strong Impact (right) rallies past Tightend Touchdown to win Sunday’s Fiddlers Patriot Stakes.

Ups & Downs 
Brown’s Strong Impact captures
Fiddlers Patriot turf sprint stakes

SUNDAY RACING  RECAP

See SUNDAY page 16 
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• Fans who bet the winner of the fi-
nale left with a pocket full of cash. 

Galiana pulled off the biggest shock-
er of the meet so far when she won the 
$72,000 state-bred optional claimer at 
69-1. Jockey Abel Lezcano and own-
er/trainer Rodolfo Romero teamed for 
the win.

Romero brought the 3-year-old 
Stonesider filly from Delaware Park, 
where she finished eighth against 
$35,000 turf claimers last time out af-
ter breaking her maiden in her debut 
for a $7,500 tag. While he didn’t bet, 
Romero smiled like a man who hit the 
jackpot afterward. Was his longshot 
winner a surprise?

“Not to me,” he said. “I was sur-
prised that she paid a lot of money. I 
thought she’d be 10-1, something like 
that. For me it’s the first time trying in 
Saratoga. I’m so happy, I can’t talk. 
You’ll see me here more now I hope.

Lezcano, who got his first win of 
the meet, could not have been more 
pleased with the filly’s effort and gave 
thanks to Romero for the opportuni-
ty. Things didn’t start out favorable 
for the filly. Slow at the start, the lon-
gest shot on the board by more than 
25 points was game in the stretch and 
ran down She’s Stones Sis to win by a 
half-length.

—Ryan Martin

• One day removed from winning 
the New York Derby at Finger Lakes 
on Amberjack, jockey Jose Espinoza 
won on the Ian Wilkes-trained Happy 
Fella, pulling off what would be the 
second biggest upset of the day at 28-1. 

Happy Fella came from the back 
of the pack to gun down Wildcatter 
and Rosie Napravnik inside the eighth 
pole. Espinoza said that the 3-year-old 
Northern Afleet gelding got a good trip 
all the way around to the quarter pole.

“I was trying to go to the inside for 
a little bit, but it looked like trouble,” 
he said. “So I waited for a little bit, 
stuck him outside and he kicked really 
good in the end.”

The win was Espinoza’s first of the 
meet.

“The excitement that I got from yes-
terday lasted today,” he said. “Hope it 
continues till the end.”

—Ryan Martin

• The race before Happy Fella’s pro-
vided the most predictable outcome as 
Juddmonte Farm’s Uno Duo turned 
in an impressive performance under 
Joel Rosario. The win could set up the 
3-year-old Macho Uno filly for stakes 
action in the near future. 

“We’ll have a look and see if there’s 
a restricted stakes here at the end of 
the meet,” Mott said.

The trainer favored the trip that 
the filly got during the race, sitting off 
the pace of Pow Wow Wow early and 
rallying in the stretch. She won by 6 
lengths in 1:23.25 for the 6 furlongs.

“They’ve got to get the trip,” Mott 
said. “She broke well and got a good 
position and she did just that so she 
had that going for her.”

Charlie LoPresti’s first runner of the 
meet, the Curlin filly Keening, came 
rolling at the end to beat Pow Wow 
Wow for the place spot. 

—Ryan Martin

Sunday –
 Continued from page 15

Tod Marks
Joy Seeker stays clear of the field late in a turf maiden on Sunday’s card.

Dave Harmon
Galiana (right) charges up the rail to light up 
the tote board by winning Sunday’s finale 
at 69-1.

thisishorseracing.com
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale stands out year after year  
with more graded stakes winners than all others combined.

monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st
Why buy anywhere else? 

The Keeneland September Sale stands out year after year  
with more graded stakes winners than all others combined.

KeeneLand september yearLInG saLe
monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st

Why buy anywhere else? 

one saLe
Shapes the Sport.

KESL-13326-3 Saratoga Special-Sept Sale 13 7-19.indd   1 7/11/13   10:12 AM
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Follow us on

@joeclancy65
@saratogaspecial
@saratogaTL
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Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Best Bets in Saratoga
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Put your business card in front 
of thousands of racing fans every day 

during the Saratoga meet. 
Call (302) 545-4424 or 

(302) 545-7713 for information.

“I can make a General 
in five minutes 

but a good horse 
is hard to replace.”

– Abraham Lincoln

139 UNION AVENUE
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY 

518.871.1473
THEBROOKTAVERN.COM

LOCAL 
FAVORITE
IN A HISTORIC

SARATOGA 
NEIGHBORHOOD

A SHORT STROLL FROM THE TRACK

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:50 AM  Page 1
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Sunday July 21.

FIRST $70,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
6 Double Gold R. Napravnik $7.10 $3.60 $2.80
2 Fox Rox P. Rodriguez  $4.10 $3.20
3 Thug Daddy R. Maragh   $3.80
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2011, by Posse - Avie’s Fancy by Lord Avie
Owner: Donnan, James, C.. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: Stone Bridge Farm (NY).
Late Scratches: Slew’s Brew, Tapidor
Time: 1:05.58
Exacta (6-2), $23.40; Superfecta (6-2-3-5), $518.00; Trifecta (6-2-3), 
$79.50

SECOND $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
7 Rapscallion A. Garcia $31.00 $10.60 $6.40
2 Red Vine J. Rosario  $3.30 $2.50
10 Secretive J. Velazquez   $4.90
B Colt 2010, by Speightstown - Ivy Leaf (IRE) by Nureyev
Owner: Newcal Stable. Trainer: H. Motion. B
reeder: Robert J. Sullivan, James W. Hirschmann,Jack G. Jones Jr. (KY).
Late Scratches: Main Man Mike
Time: 1:36.14
Daily Double (6-7), $139.50; Exacta (7-2), $108.00; Quinella (2-7), $37.80; 
Superfecta (7-2-10-3), $6,702.00; Trifecta (7-2-10), $1,050.00; Consola-
tion Double (6-8), $6.50

THIRD $65,000, SOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
7 Marriedtothemusic C. Velasquez $19.80 $10.60 $6.70
6 Reggie D J. Castellano  $10.60 $5.90
5 Thinking of Girls J. Velazquez   $4.00
Ch Colt 2010, by Disco Rico - Significant Other by Not For Love
Owner: DutchessViews Farm. Trainer: Dominic Galluscio. 
Breeder: Dutchess Views Farm (NY).
Late Scratches: Downtownoscarbrown
Time: 1:09.78
Daily Double (7-7), $364.50; Exacta (7-6), $228.50; Superfecta (7-6-5-12), 
$20,878.00; Trifecta (7-6-5), $1,135.00; Pic 3 (6-7-7), $1,676.00;  (6-8-7), 
$77.00

FOURTH $82,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
6 Uno Duo J. Rosario $3.00 $2.20 $2.10
2 Keening J. Velazquez  $3.80 $3.00
5 Pow Wow Wow J. Lezcano   $2.70
Gr/ro Filly 2010, by Macho Uno - Willstar by Nureyev
Owner: Juddmonte Farms, Inc.. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Juddmonte Farms Inc (KY). Time: 1:23.25
Daily Double (7-6), $51.00; Exacta (6-2), $12.40; Quinella (2-6), $11.20; 
Trifecta (6-2-5), $24.20; Pic 3 (7-7-6), $688.00

FIFTH $75,000, SOC $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
6 Happy Fella J. Espinoza $58.50 $26.60 $9.50
12 Wildcatter R. Napravnik  $8.90 $5.00
3 Tater Downs J. Castellano   $3.40
Ch Gelding 2010, by Northern Afleet - Song of Love by Changeintheweather
Owner: Valando, Elizabeth, J.. Trainer: Ian Wilkes. 
Breeder: Elizabeth J. Valando (KY).
Late Scratches: Third Knight, Liberal Spin, Bluegrass Springs, North Star 
Boy (IRE), Vindication Now
Claimed: Summit County claimed by Fuccillo, William B. for $50,000
Time: 1:42.11
Daily Double (6-6), $118.50; Exacta (6-12), $766.00; Superfecta (6-12-
3-4), $36,046.00; Trifecta (6-12-3), $3,938.00; Consolation Double (6-
7), $2.80; Pic 3 (7-6-6), $1,783.00;  (7-6-7), $36.40; Pic 4 (7-7-6-6), 
$46,165.00

SIXTH $41,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
2 Vinny Goodtimes J. Castellano $3.20 $2.50 $2.10
4 Ryvit R. Napravnik  $7.60 $4.90
8 Shortcoming R. Maragh   $6.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2010, by Stormy Atlantic - Eclectic Mix (GB) by Zamindar
Owner: Starlight Racing. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: Hickory Tree Farm 
LLC (VA).
Late Scratches: Let the Cat Out, Won’tualwayswonder, Retired, Never Na-
ked, Like a Boss, Acadian Connection, Easy Reach
Claimed: Vinny Goodtimes claimed by Paradise Farms Corp. for $25,000, 
Southern Match claimed by Maker, Michael J. for $25,000, Tizn’t Over 
claimed by Scherer, Merrill R. for $25,000
Time: 1:41.53
Daily Double (6-2), $131.00; Exacta (2-4), $26.00; Superfecta (2-4-8-6), 
$1,259.00; Trifecta (2-4-8), $178.00; Pic 3 (6-6-2), $184.00;  (6-7-2), 
$4.20

SEVENTH $75,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 & UP, 1M
5 Joy Seeker I. Ortiz, Jr. $10.40 $6.40 $5.40
3 As Well J. Rosario  $8.20 $5.60
2 Jennys Creek R. Maragh   $5.00
Dk B/ Br Filly 2010, by Heatseeker (IRE) - Joyjoyjoy by Smart Strike
Owner: Sovereign Stable. Trainer: John Terranova, II. 
Breeder: Patricia Staskowski Purdy (NY).
Late Scratches: Tassinaia, Carole Lee, Life’s a Stage, It’s Your Dime
Time: 1:35.71
Daily Double (2-5), $32.40; Exacta (5-3), $101.50; Superfecta (5-3-2-4), 
$2,180.00; Trifecta (5-3-2), $480.00; Pic 3 (6-2-5), $1,349.00

EIGHTH $100,000, STAKES - FIDDLERS PATRIOT S., 3 & UP, 5 1/2F
5 Strong Impact A. Solis $24.40 $9.00 $5.40
6 Tightend Touchdown I. Ortiz, Jr.  $5.20 $3.60
4 Varsity J. Bravo   $4.30
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2006, by A. P Jet - Sherry Spinner (GB) by Royal Academy
Owner: La Marca Stable. Trainer: Bruce Brown. 
Breeder: Donald Flanagan (NY).
Late Scratches: Doctor Chit, Hear the Footsteps
Time: 1:01.17
Daily Double (5-5), $174.00; Exacta (5-6), $108.50; Superfecta (5-6-4-7), 
$3,862.00; Trifecta (5-6-4), $448.50; Pic 3 (2-5-5), $494.50

NINTH $200,000, STAKES - SANFORD S., 2 YO, 6F
4 Wired Bryan S. Bridgmohan $16.40 $8.30 $4.20
2 Southern Blessing R. Napravnik  $16.80 $6.50
6 Hollywood Talent J. Rosario   $3.80
Gr/ro Colt 2011, by Stormy Atlantic - Red Melody by Runaway Groom
Owner: Anstu Stables, Inc.. Trainer: Michael Dilger. 
Breeder: Anstu Farm LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Yes Liz
Time: 1:11.06
Daily Double (5-4), $159.50; Exacta (4-2), $254.00; Superfecta (4-2-6-1), 
$2,898.00; Trifecta (4-2-6), $792.00; Pic 3 (5-5-4), $1,691.00; Place Pix 
Nine (2/4/8-2/3/5-4/5/6-4), $79.00

TENTH $72,000, NY-BRED AOC $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
6 Galiana A. Lezcano $141.50 $51.00 $18.20
10 She’s Stones Sis J. Velazquez  $5.60 $4.70
5 Make the Moment L. Saez   $5.90
Ch Filly 2010, by Stonesider - Baby Jess (ARG) by Interprete (ARG)
Owner: Romero, Rodolfo. Trainer: Rodolfo Romero. 
Breeder: John T. Behrendt & Charles Marquis (NY).
Late Scratches: Bit Bustin, Tina’s Note, Saltamontes, Bird House
Time: 1:17.75
Daily Double (4-6), $765.00; Exacta (6-10), $982.00; Superfecta (6-10-5-
13), $172,336.00; Trifecta (6-10-5), $7,461.00; Pic 3 (5-4-6), $11,381.00; 
Pic 4 (5-5-4-6), $70,858.00; Pic 6 (6-2-5-5-4-6), $799.00

 SUNDAY’S SARATOGA RESULTS

Attendance: 20,28. On Track Handle: 3,495,952
Intra-State Handle: 1,684,074. Inter-State Handle: 10,130,384

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 

Licensed New York and New Jersey
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Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.
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we know how to get you started in
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Chester Broman and Rodrigo Ubillo 
needed a rider. 

Ubillo was saddling his first starter 
of the newly minted Saratoga meeting 
so he didn’t have any immediate past 
successes to rely on. 

Broman did though, the memory of 
Joe Rocco Jr. riding his Crackerjack 
Jones to victory two days earlier still 
fresh in his mind made the decision 

relatively easy. The choice proved a 
winning one as Bigger Is Bettor, back 
on the scene of his only prior stakes 
victory, benefited from Rocco’s patient 
ground-saving ride and won Monday’s 

$100,000 Evan Shipman Stakes for 
New York-breds. 

Broman’s decision to use Rocco, 
called to duty with Junior Alvarado 
still nursing a sore shoulder from a 
starting gate incident Saturday, who 
got him in the winner’s circle and then 
in line to cash a couple tickets for his 
wife Mary.

“My wife bets like $5 to win, things 
like that. I think she bet $20 on the 
race,” Broman said, his bride’s cash 
in hand through the clubhouse on the 
way for some champagne in the Trust-

ees Room. “I picked the exacta for her. 
It’s our horse with the favorite.”

The runner-up, Awesome Vision, 
was second choice actually, but that’s 
irrelevant. What was relevant was Bro-
man’s pick of Rocco, who didn’t ride 
any races opening day and couldn’t fin-
ish better than fifth in his first five rides 
Sunday before winning aboard Crack-
erjack Jones for trainer Mike Hushion. 

Rocco’s win on Crackerjack Jones 
was quite different than the Shipman. 
He went overland for that one, win-
ning from the four or five path, but still 
showing patience without an ounce of 
panic. It resonated with Broman. 

“He rode for us the other day, we 
had to pick a jockey and he won with 
Crackerjack Jones,” Broman said. “I 
was very happy with the jockey, he did 
a great job.”

Ubillo agreed. He knows his horse, 
a 5-year-old by Grand Reward who 
can be a bit of a handful. He likes to 
fight with riders on occasion, but when 
they give him his head he’s all business. 
Rocco listened to Ubillo, gave Bigger Is 
Bettor a nice long rein and let him set-
tle on the inside. 

The only time Rocco got busy un-

Dave Harmon
Bigger Is Bettor (right) digs in late to hold off the challengers in Monday’s Even Shipman Stakes.

Inside Track
Bigger is Bettor comes up the fence 
to upset NY-bred stakes for Ubillo

BY TOM LAW EVAN SHIPMAN STAKES RECAP

See INSIDE page 23 

“I was very happy with the jockey, he did a great job.”

– Chester Broman
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til midstretch was midway around the 
turn when he pushed Bigger Is Bettor 
a bit to hold his ground and slip past 
Groomedforvictory before setting af-
ter free-running leader Readthebyline. 
The winner stayed there through the 
stretch. Rocco threw a few crosses in-
side the furlong marker and got the 
response he needed from  left handed 
cracks to separate just enough and win 
by a head from the four-wide Awesome 
Vision in a four-way photo. Readthe-
byline and Groomedforvictory were in 
between, third and fourth in the end. 

Rocco said Bigger Is Bettor, winner 
of the Albany Stakes back in 2011, was 
a “fun” ride and used that same word 
to describe what it’s like to be in the 
Spa winner’s circle. He also knows all 
too well the ups and downs of picking 
up mounts and losing mounts. 

“Yes, one the other day when Junior 
got hurt unfortunately and this one to-
day,” Rocco said of his two Saratoga 
wins.

Bigger Is Bettor ate up a few hours 
after the race and was relaxed in his 
stall in Ubillo’s barn at the harness 
track across Nelson Avenue the morn-
ing after the race. Saturated from the 
heavy rains that hit the area Tuesday 
morning, Ubillo soaked in the victory 
and allowed himself to look ahead just 
a bit. 

“It feels good [to be back at 

Saratoga], my family is here and 
I’m away pretty much all the time 
so it feels great,” he said. “I didn’t 

know about winning, but I know 
he likes the track and already had 
a win here so I wasn’t sure about 

winning but I knew he was going 
to run good.”

Dave Harmon
Trainer Rodrigo Ubillo (right) and company met Bigger Is Bettor in the winner’s circle Monday.

Inside–
 Continued from page 22
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Sean Clancy
Jockey Joe Rocco Jr. works a horse on the Oklahoma turf last week.

Under The Radar
Newcomer Rocco gets meet  
started with pair of pickup wins

BY CATLYN SPIVEY
Joe Rocco Jr. and Edgar Prado cross 

Union Avenue to the Oklahoma training 
track on a set of turf breezers for Gra-
ham Motion Friday.

Motion’s pony George, supposed to 
be a “lead” pony, clumsily trails the set 
of chestnut 2-year-old fillies. Prado leads 
the way. He’s crossed this road hundreds 
of times.  This is his home, his turf. Joe 
Rocco Jr. is a bit less familiar. OK, a lot 

less familiar. He sticks to the leisurely 
lead pony and lets Prado lead the way. 

If you’ve ever met Rocco you know 
that’s the kind of guy he is – a sleeper of 
sorts, the underdog who flies under the 
radar but never disappoints. 

Rocco came into Saratoga just that, 
an underdog. With a jocks’ room that 
houses eight of the top 10 riders in the 
country, competition is steep, but who 
loves a longshot more than a New York-
er? He’s got two wins so far at the meet, 
both pickup mounts, one in Monday’s 
Evan Shipman on Bigger Is Bettor. 

Although he may be new to the Sara-
toga scene, he is no rookie. The just-
turned 31-year-old husband and father 
celebrated his 1,000th victory in January 
at Gulfstream Park. The son of veteran 
Mid-Atlantic jockey Joe Rocco Sr., the 
younger Rocco rode his first winner in 
1999. Since leaving Delaware Park as 
leading rider two years ago, he’s cracked 
the top 10 at Churchill Downs and Gulf-
stream. 

Churchill’s meet wrapped June 30 
and Rocco faced a decision.

Take a step back or take a leap for-
ward?

“My options were go to Ellis or back 
to Florida once Churchill closed,” Rocco 
said. “I don’t think either of them were 
a step in the direction I wanted to go.”

Rocco attempted the Keeneland 
spring meet in a similar fashion in April. 
Food poisoning left him sidelined for the 
first few days of the meet and he was 
forced to give up winning mounts, ulti-
mately losing business. With a literal bad 
taste in his mouth, he’s vowed to stay 
away from the eggs this time around. 
Like most riders going into a meet as big 
as Saratoga for the first time there surely 
are concerns. 

At such a short meet you have to hit 
the ground running or get lost in the sea 
of talent. 

Joel Rosario took on the daunting 
task last year and he eventually flour-
ished. 

“When I went to Gulfstream two 
years ago people thought I was crazy,” 
Rocco said. “I did pretty well and have 
picked up some good business since 
then.”

A headliner for Rocco this summer 
will be Steve Hobby’s Tiz Miz Sue, who 
is scheduled to run in the Aug. 25 Per-
sonal Ensign. Rocco rode her to victory 
in the Grade 1 Ogden Phipps May 27 
at Belmont Park, a win that came at the 
immediate expense of eventual Shuvee 
winner Authenticity.

Riding quality horses like Tiz Miz Sue 
calls for a lot of travel. Rocco’s moved 
his tack quite a bit since leaving Dela-
ware in 2011, but doesn’t go anywhere 
without his family. His wife Jamie and 
two sons Brodie and Luke follow. This 
time, they’re here in a camper Jamie 
remodeled. He admits, “If I never met 
Jamie I would still be in Delaware I’m 
sure. The kids put things in perspective. 
I want to do good for them.” 

At this point Joe Rocco Jr. is happy 
where he is.

“It’s great to be here,” he said. “It’s 
just fun to go to work.” 
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A dozen starters lost before Ken and 
Sarah Ramsey, North America’s leading 
owners by purses won so far in 2013, 
picked up their first win of the Saratoga 
meet.

Starship Gambler got the Ramseys 
into the win column after the couple fin-
ished second three times and third three 
times. The 4-year-old Forest Danger fil-
ly’s victory was the third of the day for 
Joel Rosario, who sits in a three-way tie 
for the meet lead with five wins over the 
first four days. 

Rosario said he learned a little bit 
about the filly the last time he rode her 
in a $30,000 claiming event at Keene-
land this spring. 

“I rode her once before and she broke 
a little slow so I was kind of in the back 
early on,” he said. “It looked like she 
wanted to get out and run as fast as she 
could, so today I just let her be happy 
and do what she wants to do.

“She was probably the best horse in 
the race,” Rosario added, “It looked 
like she knew exactly where she wanted 
to go.”

Monday’s race was for a $20,000 
and Starship Gambler was claimed by 
Nick Canani for owner Christopher J. 
Meyer. 

•  Rosario’s second win came in the 
third of three 2-year-old maiden events 
on the card—a 1 1/16-mile maiden 
special weight on the grass for fillies—
aboard Stonetower Stable’s Sea Queen. 

The daughter of Lemon Drop Kid 
sat a good fourth off the pace early on, 
chasing some moderate opening frac-
tions that were primarily led by Stree-
thomealabama for trainer Ken McPeek. 
Sea Queen was down inside early, a bit 
concerning for Rosario as they moved 
up along the rail.

“I kind of worried a little bit on the 
inside,” said Rosario, tied with John 
Velazquez and Javier Castellano atop 

the rider standings. “But she was han-
dling everything well. I got a good trip 
after that. She looked very professional 
for a first time out. We’ll see how far she 
can go later on.”

Rosario went on to say that it was 
turning for home when he knew the 
race was won.

“When I got on the inside and got 
room, it looked like she was game,” he 
said. “Looked like every time I asked 
her a little bit, she gave me more, so I 
was very confident at that point.”

The race’s fourth-place finisher, Hill-
house High, lost her shoe right before 
the race and raced for purse money only. 

• Castellano started his day off right, 
sweeping the daily double aboard sec-
ond-time starter Big Sugar Soda for 
Steve Asmussen and Ready to Act 
for Chad Brown. Both races were for 

2-year-olds going 5 1/2 furlongs, the 
latter on grass. 

Ready to Act, a gray filly by More 
Than Ready who cost $200,000 as a 
yearling at last year’s Keeneland Sep-
tember sale, came from off the pace 
to gun down the Wesley Ward-trained 
Ruslana in the final furlong. The win 
was Brown’s second of the meet. 

“I really like the way that she did it 
today, she was very professional.” he 
said. “You don’t see too many horses 
act very professional. She broke out of 
the gate so quick and got a perfect trip. 
Turning for home, she gave me a good 
kick.”

Big Sugar Soda, a colt by Ready’s Im-
age, left little doubt who was best in the 
opener, winning by 8 1/4 in 1:03.59.

 
• George Weaver thought Joe Can 

Dance might have “needed a race” 
heading into Monday’s fourth race, a 
5 1/2-furlong turf maiden sprint. Mak-
ing his second start and first on grass, 
Joe Can Gallop caught first-time starter 

Kingston Bay in the final furlong to win 
by a neck at 19-1. 

The 3-year-old by Johannesburg fin-
ished sixth in a maiden race on dirt last 
time out. 

“I didn’t get a chance to work him 
out, but I thought he would run well 
enough for us to put him and see how 

he likes the turf,” Weaver said.
Despite the odds and lack of a work 

in between starts, Weaver said the win 
wasn’t a total surprise. 

“Being down on the inside there was 
a little intimidating for him to fight it 
out and get the win for us, that im-
pressed me.” he said. “He’s been a well 
meant horse the whole time, we’ve al-
ways known that he’s had some speed 
and athleticism to him. But unfortu-
nately I didn’t bet.”

 
• Angel’s South delivered the biggest 

upset of the day, pulling off a shocker 
in the eighth race, a $95,000 optional 
claimer at odds of 34-1. The 5-year-
old Tale of the Cat mare took the field 
gate-to-wire, benefiting from no pres-
sure and soft early splits on the firm 
turf. She was challenged at the top of 
the stretch by the stalking Fantasy of 
Flight, but gave a final kick to keep her 

at bay. Corsage, a filly making her first 
start in the U.S. for Christophe Clem-
ent, ran third. 

Jockey Paco Lopez said he was very 
comfortable with his filly throughout 
the race. 

“She was really tough,” Lopez said. 
“I was on the lead with the longshot 
and the pace was very slow so I thought 
I had a shot.”

Angel’s South is trained by Andrew 
Mitchel, who did not venture from his 
base in Florida for the one-mile turf 
race.

Dave Harmon
Starship Gambler delivers the first win for owners Ken and Sarah Ramsey Monday.

Lucky 13
Rosario rides three winners 
as Ramseys pick up first of meet

BY RYAN MARTIN MONDAY RACING RECAP

Dave Harmon
Joe Can Gallop gets to the line first for trainer George Weaver in Monday’s fourth race.

Dave Harmon
Angel’s South kicks toward the finish to win Monday’s eighth.

“We’ve always known that he’s had some speed 
and athleticism to him. But unfortunately I didn’t bet.”

– George Weaver
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They’re Off at Saratoga . . . Reflection of a year gone by
By Jimmy Dintino

Shortly after 1 p.m. on Opening Day, track announcer Tom Durkin engaged the crowd to join him in the traditional starting signal 
to officially kick off the Saratoga Race Course season. The effervescent, longtime racecaller coaxed and cajoled the overflowing opening 
day audience to declaratively affirm, “They’re Off at Saratoga,” signifying the start of the first race and exulting the official birth of a 
new Spa season. 

It was great theatre, performed by the masses with anxious enthusiasm. However, for this Spa lover, it has been, and evermore will 
be, a frozen moment in time, an inspired chance to take a reflective, introspective glance at the year that has just passed.

I find my mind floating away from the din of the crowd. The race on the track blurred, transformed into a time capsule of assorted 
memories, appearing as vignettes of a veritable plethora of true-to-life happenings. Stuff that has occurred since I last stood on the 
hallowed ground of Saratoga Race Course. I’m overwhelmed by the surreal imagery of random thoughts and events that plays at my 
mind like a haunting reverie.

Has it really been a year since I have been here?
So much has happened…

So many thoughts…
So much stuff…

The birth of that beautiful baby girl…
The college graduation of my nephews…

That unexpected change of jobs…
The accident that could have killed them…

The re-election of a President…
Too many funerals…

Not enough weddings…
Not another retirement party…

Fearing the wrath of Sandy
Holding that frail hand of an old friend as she lay dying…

Those songs sang off key at Christmas …
Those monthly mortgage payment dead heats…

Happy the old Toyota is running…
Even happier the old retriever is running…

Another meeting at the office tonight…
How much did you say that tuition payment was?...

So many hospital visits…
Didn’t we just have the roof coated?...

Is the car inspection this month?...
Not another property tax assessment!...

Finally, baseball season…Where’s Doc?...

A lot of stuff happens as we turn the pages of the calendar!

Gee, how am I going to pay for the summer vacation?...
Terry would be so disappointed…

Bill & Mary would wonder why we didn’t come back…
Tommy and Mark will be saving our spot on the apron…
I’d miss those two guys inside the Wright Street Gate…

Back from the Preakness, No Triple Crown again…
Hmm, Opening Day not far away…

Maybe, I’ll borrow a few dollars for that summer rental…
What the hell…

Hon, where are we staying this year?...

“They’re Off at Saratoga!”

I guess for some, just four words to start a race. But for those of us that have Saratoga in our blood, true Spa acolytes, those words 
indicate that we have been blessed. Somehow, we have made it back to the magic that is Saratoga. It is vindication that all the sacrifices 
were worth the effort.

We all plot our journey back differently; different paths, divergent roads, with obstacles along the way. Yet, we all make the 
necessary sacrifices. We all try mightily to come back, thankful for another Spa moment and one more chance to hear, “They’re Off at 
Saratoga!”
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Monday July 22.

FIRST $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
3 Big Sugar Soda J. Castellano $12.00 $5.30 $3.60
1 Pecorino J. Velazquez  $5.90 $3.90
6 Grand Arrival R. Napravnik   $4.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2011, by Ready’s Image - Squeakums by Fusaichi Pegasus
Owner: Robison, J. Kirk and Judy. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. Breeder: Bel-
levue Farm (KY).
Time: 1:03.59
Exacta (3-1), $49.60; Superfecta (3-1-6-8), $559.00; Trifecta (3-1-6), 
$222.50

SECOND $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5 Ready to Act J. Castellano $17.60 $7.30 $4.40
1A Ruslana J. Ortiz  $8.90 $6.30
7 Super Sky J. Velazquez   $3.60
Gr/ro Filly 2011, by More Than Ready - Always Auditioning by Mizzen Mast
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. Trainer: Chad 
Brown. Breeder: Fred W. Hertrich III (KY).
Late Scratches: Sweet Reason, Enquete, Ainteasybeinggreen
Time: 1:04.08
Daily Double (3-5), $82.50; Exacta (5-1), $138.50; Quinella (1-5), $59.00; 
Superfecta (5-1-7-8), $6,763.00; Trifecta (5-1-7), $454.00

THIRD $40,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
5 Chance Encounter J. Rosario $8.70 $4.80 $3.30
2 E Z Passer M. Franco  $21.20 $10.20
7 World Premier J. Castellano   $5.20
B Filly 2009, by Mass Media - Metro Girl by Dixie Union
Owner: Winning Move Stable and Bob Petersons Stables, LLC. Trainer: 
Dominic Galluscio. Breeder: Gary West & Mary West Stables Inc. (FL).
Late Scratches: Seans Silverdancer
Claimed: Full of Intent claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. for 
$20,000
Time: 1:11.16
Daily Double (5-5), $78.00; Exacta (5-2), $185.50; Superfecta (5-2-7-6), 
$6,263.00; Trifecta (5-2-7), $1,132.00; Pic 3 (3-5-5), $372.00

FOURTH $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
3 Joe Can Gallop C. Velasquez $40.20 $16.40 $5.90
10 Kingston Bay I. Ortiz, Jr.  $11.60 $4.60
11 Mongol Boss J. Castellano   $2.50
Ch Colt 2010, by Johannesburg - My Gallop by Mr. Greeley
Owner: Jim and Susan Hill. Trainer: George Weaver. Breeder: Doug Bran-
ham (KY).
Late Scratches: Perfect Danger
Time: 1:03.30
Daily Double (5-3), $221.00; Exacta (3-10), $480.00; Quinella (3-10), 
$214.50; Superfecta (3-10-11-2), $6,988.00; Trifecta (3-10-11), $1,696.00; 
Pic 3 (5-5-3), $1,636.00

FIFTH $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
2 Sea Queen J. Rosario $10.80 $4.80 $3.50
6 Kitten Kaboodle R. Napravnik  $3.80 $3.00
9 Candy Kitty J. Velazquez   $2.70
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by Lemon Drop Kid - Dowry by Belong to Me
Owner: Stonetower Stable. Trainer: Christophe Clement. Breeder: The Neu-
man Group (KY).
Time: 1:41.93
Daily Double (3-2), $283.00; Exacta (2-6), $37.80; Superfecta (2-6-9-5), 
$267.00; Trifecta (2-6-9), $97.50; Consolation Double (3-7), $42.20; Pic 3 
(5-3-2), $1,556.00;  (5-3-7), $248.00; Pic 4 (5-5-3-2), $6,077.00

SIXTH $70,000, SOC $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
9 Thomas Hill J. Lezcano $16.60 $7.10 $4.80
4 Ziptronic L. Saez  $7.90 $5.20
8 Off the Page P. Lopez   $5.70
B Gelding 2009, by Scat Daddy - Afternoon Music by Afternoon Deelites
Owner: Blue Stork Stables. Trainer: Mitchell Friedman. Breeder: Steven O. 
Jones (KY).
Late Scratches: Jumpinofftheedge, Boston Proper, Stonely the Lonely, Ra-
tion, Rip Roarin Ritchie, Ten Items Or Less
Time: 1:03.39
Daily Double (2-9), $102.50; Exacta (9-4), $81.00; Superfecta (9-4-8-6), 
$2,852.00; Trifecta (9-4-8), $648.00; Pic 3 (3-2-9), $1,697.00;  (3-7-9), 
$343.50

SEVENTH $40,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
7 Stop Sign R. Maragh $8.50 $4.40 $2.80
4 Foggy Road J. Castellano  $5.30 $3.20
1 Optionality J. Rosario   $3.30
Ch Ridgling 2010, by Pure Prize - Mine Amint by Mining
Owner: Guyana Rocky LLC. Trainer: Randi Persaud. Breeder: Jennifer Con-
tessa (NY).
Late Scratches: Fairy Snow
Claimed: Stop Sign claimed by Lerner, Harold for $25,000, Giant’s Time 
claimed by DENN Racing Stable for $25,000, Mr. William claimed by Schet-
tine, William C. for $25,000
Time: 1:12.01
Daily Double (9-7), $55.00; Exacta (7-4), $34.60; Superfecta (7-4-1-10), 
$719.00; Trifecta (7-4-1), $90.00; Pic 3 (2-9-7), $369.00

EIGHTH $95,000, AOC $100,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
1 Angel’s South P. Lopez $71.50 $24.60 $9.80
6 Fantasy of Flight J. Castellano  $7.40 $5.10
4 Corsage J. Rosario   $4.60
Gr/ro Mare 2008, by Tale of the Cat - Rahab by Holy Bull
Owner: Acosta, O., Alberto. Trainer: Andrew Mitchell. Breeder: Charles Fip-
ke (KY).
Late Scratches: Enchante
Claimed: Sure Route (GB) claimed by Gargan, Danny for $100,000
Time: 1:35.74
Daily Double (7-1), $325.50; Exacta (1-6), $430.50; Superfecta (1-6-4-3), 
$17,222.00; Trifecta (1-6-4), $3,139.00; Pic 3 (9-7-1), $3,323.00

NINTH $100,000, NY-BRED STAKES - EVAN SHIPMAN S., 3 & UP, 1 1/8M
4 Bigger Is Bettor J. Rocco, Jr. $25.20 $9.60 $4.40
2 Awesome Vision I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.80 $2.70
3 Readthebyline J. Velazquez   $2.60
Gr/ro Horse 2008, by Grand Reward - Regal Angela by Regal Intention
Owner: Chester and Mary Broman, Sr.. Trainer: Rodrigo Ubillo. Breeder: 
Chester Broman & Mary R. Broman (NY).
Time: 1:51.07
Daily Double (1-4), $860.00; Exacta (4-2), $88.00; Superfecta (4-2-3-5), 
$427.50; Trifecta (4-2-3), $228.50; Pic 3 (7-1-4), $2,971.00; Place Pix Nine 
(4/8/9-1/4/7/8-1/4/6-4), $1,283.00

Attendance: 9,036
On Track Handle: 1,673,958
Intra-State Handle: 1,725,702
Inter-State Handle: 6,552,671

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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4 Joe Can Gallop

5 Sea Queen

7 Stop Sign

10 Starship Gambler

MONDAY’S SARATOGA WINNERS • PHOTOS BY DAVE HARMON

Ready To Act

Big Sugar Soda 3 Chance Encounter

6 Thomas Hill

8 Angel’s South

Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Awesome Gem

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .
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The clapping in the paddock before the race, per-
haps that was too much. The “Eddie…Eddie…Eddie” 
chant after the race, definitely too much, but endearing 
at the same time. Princess of Sylmar brought a crowd 
of revelers to Saratoga for Saturday’s Coaching Club 
American Oaks. Partners, fans, friends, bandwagon 
hitchhikers – they were excited before the race. Ecstat-
ic afterwards. 

Bred by Ed Stanco and owned by Stanco and Co.’s 
King of Prussia Stable, Princess of Sylmar won her 
second consecutive Grade 1 stakes, humbling four ri-
vals in the $300,000 race for 3-year-old fillies. Trainer 
Todd Pletcher, who reels off wins like he’s tromping 
divots, was even touched by the performance of the 
filly and the achievement of Stanco.  

 “It’s a one-in-a-million chance that it all happens 
this way,” said Pletcher, after explaining his relation-
ship with Stanco that dates back to Capeside Lady in 
2003. “That’s one of the cool things about the game, 
a guy like Ed Stanco can breed one mare and win the 
Kentucky Oaks and the Coaching Club and compete 
against all the biggest owners in the world.”

Stanco knows the odds. 
An insurance executive who now lives in Pennsylva-

nia, Stanco grew up in Schenectady and visited Sara-
toga for the first time around 1960. He and his uncle 
came to the races, watched the horses rush out of the 
Wilson Mile chute, he remembers Bowler King win-

ning here. His wife Ina loved Onion against Secretari-
at, he forgot to place the bet for her, the picture hangs 
in his basement. He was here for Affirmed and Alydar. 
And lots of other races, moments. 

“Oh my God, to think, my first race here was when 
they had the Wilson Mile over here, my uncle took 
me, we were sitting on the rail, I thought, ‘wow,’ ” 
Stanco said, pointing in the direction of the Horse Shoe 
Inn. “Then when we first got married, my wife and I 
would come here, we’d have 20 bucks to bet, in the 
grandstand, looking at the clubhouse and say, ‘Who 
are all these people?’ Years later, how did this happen? 
You wake up one day and it’s a different world. It’s a 
dream.”

It began with Capeside Lady  – actually Bowler King 
–  then continued with Storm Dixie. The New York-
bred daughter of Catienus won her debut for King of 
Prussia and Pletcher at Saratoga in 2006. She finished 
second in the Crockadore Stakes at Belmont, but failed 
to win again. 

At the end of 2008, she was sporting a 1-for-10 re-
cord and $63,189 in earnings. The stock market had 
crashed, the breeding market was crashing – Stanco 
saw opportunity.

“It was a terrible market, all that discretionary 
money came out of the market, that’s the money that 
goes into the horses,” Stanco said. “I said, ‘There are 
professional breeders who are cutting their losses, I’m 
not a professional breeder, so if I go in low, what better 
time? What can I lose?’ It can only go in one direction 
so we decided to breed her and here we are.”

Storm Dixie met Coolmore’s Majestic Warrior in 
2009. Princess of Sylmar came in 2010. The Pennsyl-
vania-bred has done it the hard way, beginning with 

forays to Penn National, spending the winter at Aq-
ueduct while the Pletcher princesses danced in the sun 
of South Florida and then elbowing her way to the po-
dium with an upset score in the Kentucky Oaks and a 
dominant win in the CCA Oaks. 

“All we ever wanted to do was win a race and here 
we are. Do things change? No, that’s all we want, here 
at my home track. It’s cool,” Stanco said, while still 
accepting congratulations an hour after the race. “We 
just never expected this and here we are, she’s deliver-
ing the goods. I’m glad we can support her, I didn’t do 
it, I just write the checks.”

And appreciate the moment.
Fourstardave never had followers and fans like Stan-

co did Saturday. They came from Schenectady, Sara-
toga, Pennysylvania, New Jersey…Tokyo. Neophytes 
and hardened race fans, they recognized the enormity 
of winning a Grade 1 stakes at Saratoga, with a home-
bred, your only homebred, your only horse in training. 

“How about those people on the apron at Aqueduct 
in the winter who are betting on her and liking her?” 
Stanco said. “They had to drop 20 on her in the Oaks. 
You know they bet her today, that’s really cool.”

At a moment of ebullience in Saratoga, Stanco was 
thinking about bettors at Aqueduct, about their $20. 
He’ll keep his perspective. 

“All we want to do is keep her from being stressed. I 
don’t care if Todd came back tomorrow and said we’re 
not going to race her for six months or ever,” Stanco 
said. “That’s the point, you have to love the Thorough-
bred. I guess a lot of owners don’t necessarily feel that 
way. Guys will say to me, ‘Gee, that’s great. How do I 
get in?’ I say, ‘No, you’ll get in and you’ll get tired of it 
real quick, unless you really love it.’ ”

cupofcoffee
by Sean Clancy

Real Fairytale

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Downtown  Saratoga  •  64 wooDlawn avenue 
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Need 
a 

hand?
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New 2YO Stakes Winner 
from His 2nd Crop

2yo Go GREELEy wins the Colin S. at Woodbine by 2 1/2 lengths. 
 Tuscan GeTaway, by sTROLL, was third.

• • •

Two Graded SWs in His 1st Crop 
 including cLeaRLy nOw, winner of the 2013 swale s.-G3

M r .  G r e e l e y  –  C h i l l e  C h at t e ,  b y  S t o r M  C at

Horse Greeley

Go Greeley 
wins the  
Colin S. on  
July 20th.

Swale S.-G3 
winner 
Clearly 
Now

13-0451.CLB.HorseGreeley.SS.July24.indd   1 7/23/13   4:08 PM
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