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Whitney H.-G1
Alabama S.-G1

Golden Jubilee S.-G1
Gazelle S.-G1

Breeders’ Cup Classic-G1
Arkansas Derby-G1

Gulfstream Park BC H.-G1
Vanity H.-G1

Stephen Foster H.-G1

Del Mar Oaks-G1
July Cup-G1

E. P. Taylor S.-G1
Donn H.-G1

45 SWs • 25 Graded SWs • 90 Stakes Horses
including Champions in Four Countries

K R I S  S .  –  A U R O R A ,  b y  D A N Z I G 

Arch

Eclipse Champion  
BLAME

2012 Donn H-G1 winner 
HYMN BOOK

2011 Arkansas Derby-G1  
winner ARCHARCHARCH

Canadian 
 Horse of the Year

ARRAVALE



the saratoga special 3Saturday, July 20, 2013

517 Broadway, Suite 1.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(Off Long Alley)

Phones
Sean Clancy Mobile: (302) 545-7713
Joe Clancy Mobile: (302) 545-4424
Tom Law Mobile: (859) 396-9407

E-mail:
sean@thisishorseracing.com
joe @thisishorseracing.com
tom@thisishorseracing.com

www.thisishorseracing.com

Published Wednesday through Sunday  
during the racing season. 

Every day of Sales Week Aug. 5-11.

The Staff
Editors/Publishers: Sean Clancy, Joe Clancy

Managing Editor: Tom Law

Staff Writers: Rebecca Fedler, Ryan Jones, 
Ryan Martin, Dan McDonough, Catlyn Spivey

Layout/Design: 
Rich Mendoza

Photographers: 
Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush

Handicappers: 
Charles Bedard, Gaile Fitzgerald, Tom Law, 

John Shapazian, Chad Summers

Distribution: 
Jack Clancy, Nolan Clancy, Emmy Cristiano

Now Accepting Applications

Advertising Sales: 
Contact a Clancy or anyone on the staff. 

The Saratoga Special
thisishorseracing.com

Thoroughbred Racing Calendar
The Best of The Saratoga Special

Call us about your editorial needs.

ARATOGAthe

ST Publishing Inc. Home Office
364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F,

Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

www.thisishorseracing.com

here&there... at Saratoga

Connie BushAnd They’re Off. The gates opened as scheduled Friday morning at 7, and the first race of the day included zero horses.

WORTH REPEATING The Special’s quotes from Saratoga

“They say scars are tattoos with better stories.”
Assistant trainer Kelsey Parisi, about the 

old mark on Hello Lover’s forehead

“The good part is you never get nervous.”
Photographer Barbara Livingston, 

to Ginny Reid (much sarcasm intended)

“Want me to take him back to the barn?”
Jockey John Velazquez to Chad Brown 

after one of Brown’s horses got loose Thursday morning

“He’s got too much pride to get a ride, but I’ll hop on though.”
John Panagot to Brown after Velazquez  

offered a golf cart ride across Union Avenue

“You need to keep a baseball bat with you as an equalizer.”
Jock’s agent Angel Cordero,  

offering some boxing advice to trainer Charlie LoPresti

“Yes!”
Anita Motion, upon realizing her daughter Jane has lost her voice

“It doesn’t take much to be taller than me.”
Jockey Edgar Prado, standing next to a still-growing teenager

“Well, she left them at 517 Broadway.”
Newspaper printer Tim VanAernam, 

on a mystery deliver on the first night

“Now I know it’s summer!”
Reader Peggi Loveless, via Twitter, when she got her first Special

“Tell him not to Tweet that at night – I can’t have coffee at night.”
Trainer Mark Hennig about the early web posting  

of Sean Clancy’s Cup of Coffee column Thursday night

“Leave out the stupid stuff.”
Owner Bonner Young, with advice for a writer

“Do you have some scissors, a knife or maybe a hand grenade?”
The Special’s Rich Mendoza, trying to open 

a plastic package containing a new computer mouse 

“I might be a little rusty, but I’m 110 percent coming back.”
The Special’s Gabby Gaudet, who swears  

she’s coming back to work Wednesday

“Demonstrative comes to town and the paparazzi show up.”
Trainer Kate Dalton, when a reporter showed up 

at the barn of the Iroquois winner 
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here&there... Continued from 
previous page

Connie Bush
Railkid. A youngster gets a close-up look of the horses Friday morning.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

www.brookledge.com
HORSE TRANSPORTATION800-523-8143

“I’m not talking to Sean. I’m not talking 
to Joe. I’m not talking to Tom.  
I’m only talking to the cub.”

Trainer Todd Pletcher, about a new writer at The Special

NAMES OF THE DAY

BY THE NUMBERS

WEATHER

Lengths Ahead of the Field
For two generations Engel Law Offices has 
represented owners, trainers, breeders and 

jockeys in Saratoga and elsewhere.
 7Partnership Agreements
 7Limited Liability 
Company Formation
 7Licensing matters before 
the Gaming Commision
 7Litigation
 7Liens
 7Syndication
 7Stable leases
 7Or other legal matters

Please visit our new Saratoga office at

120 West Ave
where we serve the legal needs of the Thoroughbred industry

518-490-1770  •  www.engelatty.com
Also in Syracuse  (315) 373-0181

1: Woman ignoring all crosswalks and strolling diagonally across Union Avenue to East Avenue 
Friday morning.

2: Sneakers hanging on a wire by the three-eighths pole.

120: Horseshoes (hand cleaned and painted by the mother of the bride) used as place cards for 
Whitney Reid’s wedding scheduled for Fasig-Tipton July 27.

2: Horses rubbed by Ralph Theroux for Allen Jerkens in 1973.

4: Weeks in the meet. 

5: Races won by the two horses (Bill Boland, Wakefield Miss).

Relief is on the way. Highs in the 80s and lows in the 60s (55 on Sunday) for the next five days.

Night Maneuver, sixth race. The 4-year-old gelding is by Orientate out of Smoke N Shadows. 

Scam, eighth race. The Phipps Stable 3-year-old colt is out of Smuggler.

Ludo Bagman, 11th race. The 4-year-old is by Closing Argument out of Mighty Good. For Harry 
Potter fans. Bagman was a star Quidditch player accused of sharing information. He was acquitted 
of the charges. 

The Chief... Day 2

The New York Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337  | visit us on Facebook

- Trainer Allen Jerkens

“Prove Out ran the Jockey Club Gold in 3:20, the first mile in 37, you’d 
think that would kill anybody. As soon as Jorge (Velasquez) knew he 
had Riva Ridge beat, he said, whoa and went the next quarter in 27. 
That gave him that breather for when he turned for home, when Loud 
came flying, he tapped him left handed and went again. He shaded 25 
the last quarter. The day he beat Secretariat he went the last quarter in 
24. Damn right, we trained him differently to go 2 miles. I worked him 
a mile and a half and worked him three eighths the day before. We got 
hell for it, ‘Coming on to the track for his second workout in as many 
days . . .’ Frank Wright was on television, I 
said, ‘It’s always been my idea if a horse is 
supposed to go long, you train them to go 
long. Doesn’t have to be right.’ ”
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Steve Asmussen thought he lost, “They were oppo-
site on the nods. It was no-yes, no-yes, no-yes. I did 
think she got beat on the wire.”

Bret Calhoun thought he lost, “I didn’t think I got 
the bob. Man, that would have been such a tough 
beat, to run that well and to get beat in a head bob.”

Rosie Napravnik thought she lost, “I looked over 
at Corey and said, ‘You got it. You got it.’ ”

Corey Lanerie wasn’t sure, “I told Rosie, ‘I don’t 
know, I don’t know.’ ” 

Nobody lost. Two-year-old fillies Brazen Persua-
sion and Bahnah landed on the wire together in the 
Grade 3 Schuylerville, the first graded stakes of the 
meet. Brazen Persuasion, trained by Asmussen and 
ridden by Napravnik, set the pace and lasted. Bahnah, 
trained by Calhoun and ridden by Lanerie, stalked 
the pace and rallied. The duo finished 6 furlongs in 
1:12.12 and collected $60,000 apiece. 

Owned by Darren and Marilyn Pollitt, Brazen Per-

suasion won for the second time in three starts. Pur-
chased for $210,000 at OBS March, the daughter of 
Indian Charlie finished second in her debut at Chur-
chill Downs in May. She won her next, streaking to a 
nearly 5-length win June 29. Asmussen gave her two 
easy breezes at Saratoga since that win.

Owned by Wayne Sanders and Larry Hirsch, 
Bahnah won for the second time in two starts. Pur-
chased for $62,000 at Keeneland September, the 
daughter of Elusive Quality dominated a 4 ½-furlong 

To the
Finish

Tod Marks
Bahnah (left) and Brazen Persuasion battle to the finish of the Schuylerville.

Brazen Persuasion,
Bahnah hit line together 

BY SEAN CLANCY

SCHUYLERVILLE STAKES RECAP

See SCHUYLERVILLE page 6 
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Our specialists provide the 
medical and surgical services 

your horse needs
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Laura H. Javsicas, VMD, DACVIM
Shannon J. Murray, DVM, DACVS

James N. Nutt, VMD, DACVS

When your horse needs help...

maiden at Churchill Downs June 6. Cal-
houn aimed at Saratoga, giving her four 
breezes at Churchill Downs. 

Brazen Persuasion broke sharply, se-
curing a half-length lead over Yes Liz to 
her outside. Favorite Bahnah found a 
spot in fourth, in the clear before mov-
ing into third as the field left the back-
side. Brazen Persuasion zipped the first 
quarter-mile in 21.75 seconds while Yes 
Liz hounded her from the outside. 

After a half in 44.68, Yes Liz began 
to retreat and Bahnah pounced, three 
wide. Elena Strikes rallied into the fray 
from the outside. Turning for home, 
Napravnik changed her hold and hit 
Brazen Persuasion left-handed. Lanerie 
shadowed the move from the outside. 
Napravnik switched to her right hand 
at the eighth pole, Lanerie switched 
to his right inside the sixteenth pole. 
Both riders knuckled down, relying 
on rhythm instead of force the last 10 
strides. Napravnik balanced on the 
withers of the brawny Brazen Persua-
sion while Lanerie, hands nearly in her 
ears, draped over the sprightly Bahnah. 

On different strides, Brazen Persua-
sion got the best of the head bob, Cal-
houn could see that from the top of the 
clubhouse stairs, “I think we got beat.” 
Then he watched it again, “I don’t 
know. I don’t know.” Walking into the 
winner’s circle, stewards posted the or-
der, Brazen Persuasion’s 4 lit up on top 
of Bahnah’s 5. Calhoun shook his head, 
“Damn.” Then he saw the dead heat to 
the right of the numbers. “Dead heat. 

Dead heat.” 
Napravnik waved to the Bahnah 

crew. Lanerie high-fived Calhoun. Win-
ners all around.

For Asmussen, it was another qual-
ity 2-year-old filly winning a stakes at 
Saratoga. 

“Coming into the stretch I thought 
she got a little separation and you saw 
the other filly coming and they fought 
really well to the wire. Saratoga’s a 
whole different ballgame,” Asmussen 
said. “I’m glad she had the three-quar-
ter mile race in her and it proved useful 
today. She looked pretty relaxed, but 

she wasn’t pulling to be there. I can’t say 
enough about what a dream she’s been 
to work with since she came into the 
barn. Never had an off day, was easy 
wherever she was at and we’re just very 
fortunate to have her.”

For Napravnik, it was a good start 
in her return to New York and the most 
mature performance by a filly who’s im-
proved in her three starts. 

“The only thing I worried about was 
having to be pressured from the inside, 
I knew it was not going to be a cruise 
around on the lead, she rated super, 
she didn’t notice or care about the filly 

who was just about head and head with 
her,” Napravnik said. “I was trying to 
give her as much of a break as a I could 
on the turn, but as soon as I thought 
I could give her a breather, here comes 
the next horse. She lugged in terrible 
the first time, lugged in just a touch the 
second time and didn’t do any of that 
today. She’s gotten more and more pro-
fessional each time. She didn’t have any 
room to do anything wrong today.” 

For Calhoun, who’s winning at a 24 
percent clip this year, it was his first win 
at Saratoga. 

“It’s a big thrill, to win a graded race 
on Opening Day at Saratoga. I was 
confident, we love the filly, obviously 
it’s Saratoga, it’s the best horses in the 
country so I knew it was going to be 
a big step up, but she’s shown us a lot 
of talent, we had a of confidence but 
you still have to go over there and do 
it against much better horses,” Calhoun 
said. “I wouldn’t have brought her here 
if I didn’t have a lot of confidence in her. 
I’ve had some good 2-year-olds but I’ve 
never had the high-end prospects come 
to me, they’ve always been a little bit 
lesser-priced horses. ”

For Lanerie, who’s based in Kentucky, 
it was his first stakes win at Saratoga.

“It feels great. I never thought I could 
win a race here. I came here about 10 
times and might have hit the board 
once,” the Kentucky-based Lanerie 
said. “Her trip was almost identical to 
her first win, she was stalking on the 
outside. Last time, she was much the 
best, circled home and just went with 
it. Today, she knew she had a fight on 
her hands and it kind of gutted her a 
bit. She got a little tired but she’s game.”

Schuylerville –
 Continued from page 5

Tod Marks
Schuylerville winners Brazen Persuasion (left) and Bahnah.
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale stands out year after year  
with more graded stakes winners than all others combined.

monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st
Why buy anywhere else? 

The Keeneland September Sale stands out year after year  
with more graded stakes winners than all others combined.

KeeneLand september yearLInG saLe
monday, september 9th - saturday, september 21st

Why buy anywhere else? 

one saLe
Shapes the Sport.

KESL-13326-3 Saratoga Special-Sept Sale 13 7-19.indd   1 7/11/13   10:12 AM
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Tod Marks
Sage Valley (second from left) charges through the stretch to win the Marvin.

Stay and Play
Sage Valley makes good on 
owners’ decision not to scratch

BY TOM LAW JAMES MARVIN STAKES RECAP

’Twas the night before opening day 
at Saratoga and Michael Dubb tossed, 
turned and endured a somewhat sleep-
less night.

As a fan of the game he was anxious 
for one of the biggest days on the North 
American racing calendar to get started. 
As an owner he was concerned.

Concerned because weather fore-
cast was somewhat ominous, tempera-
tures in the mid 90s, heat indices over 
100 and humidity. Concerned because 
Sage Valley would be shouldering 123 
pounds going 7 furlongs late in the 
day in the co-featured James Marvin. 
Would it be too hot? Would it be too 
much weight? Would the Discreet Cat 
colt be up to the task?

Dubb and the 21,935 fans on hand 
as the lid was lifted on the 40-day meet-
ing got answers from Sage Valley, who 
first ran down the speed and then held 
off the closers to win the $100,000 
Marvin. 

“We were thinking of scratching,” 
said Dubb, who owns Sage Valley with 
Gary Aisquith. “We were giving weight 

to really nice horses in this race and 
it just didn’t seem right. One hundred 
twenty three pounds on a 100-degree 
day. It was really bothering me. I was 
twisting and turning all night about 
whether to run this horse. But I strongly 
believe in this horse and now he’s won 
his second Grade 3.”

Sage Valley’s win came just shy of six 
weeks from a disappointing fifth in the 
True North on another big racing day in 
New York, Belmont Stakes Day. He did 
show up on yet another marquee day 
when he won the Grade 3 Maryland 
Sprint on the Preakness Stakes under-
card three weeks before that.

Trainer Rudy Rodriguez said he 
probably ran Sage Valley back too soon 
after the win at Pimlico. That and a 
poor start sealed his fate in the True 
North. 

“We run him a little quick, he proba-
bly bounced and he lost his footing out 
of the gate,” Rodriguez said. “That was 
it. They went very, very fast, and better 
horses than today.”

Three of the race’s original nine en-

tries took a pass, making the job a lit-
tle easier for Sage Valley and jockey 
Cornelio Velasquez. They sent dueling 
leaders Souper Speedy and Strapping 
Groom packing inside the quarter-pole 
and then fended off late runs from Polit-
icallycorrect and the gritty Hello Lover 
in deep stretch to win by a length over 
the former. 

The win also gave Dubb some solace 
after Shakeira, who he co-owns with 
Bethlehem Stables, endured the kind of 
nightmarish trip that keeps owners up 
at night in the $100,000 On the Bus 
Stakes earlier on the card. She bumped 
repeatedly with Wholelottashakin while 
making a run up the inside in the stretch 

as Hessonite went on to victory.
No nightmares a little more than two 

hours later in the Marvin and hopefully 
a better night’s sleep for Dubb Friday.

“We really talked about scratch-
ing,” he said. “Our hand wasn’t on the 
phone, but we talked about it. We felt 
like we might not have another oppor-
tunity to run the horse if we didn’t run 
in this race. We didn’t want to run him 
in the Grade 1, $400,000 race [the Aug. 
4 A.G. Vanderbilt], but I guess now we 
will look at the Forego and see what’s 
in town for that race. That would really 
work out well. Off this race you really 
want to give this horse six weeks.”
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THEY’RE OFF!
Maryland’s Day at the Races 

October 19, 2013

SAVE THE DATE!
Maryland Million Ltd. • 410.252.2100 • MarylandMillion.com 

PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE OCTOBER 10 2013

OVER $1 MILLION  
PURSE MONEY  

FOR  
MARYLAND MILLION 

NOMINATED/
CERTIFIED HORSES
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On a day when persistent sunlight forced train-
ers to hop between shaded areas in the paddock and 
keep the heads of horses bent in submission, 5-year-
old Saratoga veteran Hessonite held her head high, as 
if scoping out the competition, letting her dominant 
presence be known. 

Livid and out for revenge after two recent and un-
derwhelming starts in the Dr. James Penny Memorial 
and the Sheepshead Bay, in which she finished out of 
the money both times, Hessonite refused to be beat 
Friday, by horse or sun.

Trainer David Donk appeared relieved as the Freud 
mare walked boldly into the winner’s circle, ears 
perked, her ego and pride nearly tangible. 

“It’s great to get her back on the right track,” Donk 
said. “Built her confidence today, maybe more for me 
than her. We don’t have to do a lot more with her, but 
at the same time nothing ventured nothing gained.”

Hessonite has certainly found a home at Saratoga. 
Feeding off the frenzy of the Opening-Day crowd, 
Hessonite thundered to the lead at the three-sixteenths 

pole, launching divots at her competition, and used 
the grandstand noise to propel her down the stretch 
to unquestioning victory in the $100,000 On the Bus 
Stakes. She now holds a four-race win streak at Sara-
toga with the only blemish at the track being a disap-
pointing fifth in her first time out.

“She runs her race and she went off at 4-5 for a 
reason,” Donk said. “We have a short season left and 
we’ll pick our spots. We don’t have to do a lot more 

but it’d be nice to do more.”
Hessonite has done her part. She’s proven she can 

win at Saratoga—now four times from five tries—and 
Donk is enjoying every moment.

 “It’s special,” he said. “As the years wane on I 
appreciate it even more at Saratoga. One, just to be 
here. Two, just to be in a stakes race. To be the favor-

Horse
for Course

Tod Marks
Hessonite powers home ahead of Inimitable Romanee in the On The Bus Stakes.

Hessonite wins stakes 
for 4th win at Saratoga

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

See FRIDAY page 12 
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ite and to have the opportunity to win 
like she does, it’s going to make us all 
around the barn enjoy the meet a little 
bit more and take it a little easier. We’ll 
all breathe a little bit easier and there’s 
still more to come.”

Hessonite upset longtime rival 
Gitchee Goomie in last year’s Yaddo 
Handicap and it won’t be a surprise if 
her next appearance comes in that same 
race Aug. 16.

“We have a couple options, the Yad-
do or the Ballston Spa,” Donk said. 
“We’ll tick it around. A lot of it is go-
ing to be the availability of Johnny 
[Velazquez].”

— Ryan Jones

* There’s nothing quite like the 
hallowed grounds of Saratoga Race 
Course. Perhaps one could make the 
argument that Fenway Park, Lambeau 
Field, Wembley Stadium, or Augus-
ta National takes the top spot when it 
comes to iconic venues amidst their re-
spective sports. Certainly each garners 
a spot on the list of top sporting arenas 
and all have their place in history, and 
in the hearts of beloved, nay, die-hard 
sports fans, but any true racing fan 
knows that Saratoga is second to none.

Saratoga has an appeal to it like no-
where else. It is the place where glitz and 
glamour, heart and desire, history and 
potential all collide with breathtaking 
outcomes. Passion flows like the waters 
over Niagara Falls as everyone who’s 
anyone competes for a win at Saratoga. 

It is fitting then that the opener, one 
marred by excessive heat, with the only 
relief being the occasional gust of wind, 
that Kiaran McLaughlin, after an in-
credibly successful 2012 campaign at 
Saratoga, began where he left off last 
year.

Dodging a relentless sun in the pad-

dock, McLaughlin saddled Hardest 
Core in the first.

Hoping to piggyback off recent suc-
cess on the turf that include a win and a 
second in his last two trips, McLaughlin 
entered him in the 1 3/16-mile optional 
claiming race for his third consecutive 
trip on a New York track. Hardest Core 

was tenth of 11 in his career debut, on 
dirt, and has clearly found a home on 
the grass. 

“He hated the dirt so badly we had to 
hope that he liked the turf so it worked 
out well,” McLaughlin said. 

As for the mystic of winning the first 

Friday –
 Continued from page 11

Tod Marks
Hardest Core (12) surges past the field in the first race on Opening Day.

See SARATOGA page 13 
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Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic And the Breeders Classics Races

TV Coverage on Fox Sports, Comcast & HRTV

      

race on Opening Day, “It feels great. It’s 
a great place. Saratoga has a soft spot 
in all horsemen’s hearts. It’s hard to win 
here and everyone’s watching the races 
here and it’s great to be here on the 150-
year anniversary,” McLaughlin said.

There’s certainly no better way to 
start the 2013 season than with a win. 

“It’s going to be hard [to dupli-
cate last year] but we’ll have a couple 
of chances and we’re just glad to be 
here today,” McLaughlin said with a 
smile.

— Ryan Jones

* Saratoga’s maiden races for 2-year-
olds got off to a great start on Opening 
Day with familiar faces in the winner’s 
circle as Todd Pletcher sent out Mike 
Repole’s Stopchargingmaria to an easy 
gate-to-wire victory in the third.

The filly met Pletcher’s expectations 
and won the way she expected and to 
her 1-2 odds. She came in with two 
strong recent workouts, a half-mile in 
47.76 and 5 furlongs in 59.34, both on 
Saratoga’s main track. 

“When you have a filly that’s train-
ing well and training with some others, 
you’re always hoping that what you see 
in the mornings is real,” Pletcher said. 
“It looked like she did everything the 
same as she did in the mornings. She got 
in the gate, broke alertly, showed some 
speed and finished with a little some-
thing left.”

Pletcher wasn’t overly concerned 
with the heat Friday, saying the light 

breeze throughout the afternoon helped 
quite a bit.

“So far, I think it’s all going well,” he 
said, “We kept her hosed off before the 
race and immediately after, and once we 
saw the flags were moving we knew we 
had a little bit of a breeze.”

Not surprisingly, stakes would be 
in Stopchargingmaria’s near future, al-
though Pletcher wasn’t sure which or 
where. 

— Ryan Martin

* Cutting back in distance did the 
trick for New Line, who won the seventh 
race on the card and gave Velazquez his 
third of three wins on the day. 

“We thought the shorter distance 
would help him out a bit,” winning 
trainer Bill Mott said.  “He [Velazquez] 
kept him in a good position and it 
looked like they had a nice speed duel 
up front, which seemed to set up nicely 
for him.”

New Line was fourth in the Easy 

Goer on the Belmont Stakes undercard 
last time out, but was returning to the 
same 7-furlong distance where he fin-
ished a good second in the Trippi Stakes 
in late April at Belmont. 

Titletown Five, ninth in the Preak-
ness earlier this spring and coming off 
a 5-furlong turf sprint at Churchill, bat-
tled with Googleado early before fading 
to fourth.

— Ryan Martin

Friday –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Irish Sweepstakes (left) romps home in the fifth race for trainer Mark Hennig.
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Matt Gatsas (603-321-6852) or
Rich Cristiano (914-439-5636)
Office: 866-329-2Win
info@sovereignstable.com
www.sovereignstable.com 

In 2012 at Saratoga 
2 wins • 3 seconds • 2 thirds 

from 8 starts.

Get on board 
for 2013

Friday July 19.
FIRST $87,000, AOC $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/16M
12 Hardest Core L. Saez $11.40 $5.70 $4.50
1 I’ll Call E. Prado  $6.10 $3.90
10 Cheyenne Nation R. Napravnik   $4.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2010, by Hard Spun - Lillybuster by Housebuster
Owner: Ghostzapper Racing. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Breeder: Mueller 
Farms, Inc. (KY).
Late Scratches: Midnight Taboo, Romansh, Cary Street, Most Happy Fella
Claimed: Cheyenne Nation claimed by Dubb, Michael for $35,000, Minis-
ter Colin claimed by Repole Stable for $35,000, Which Market claimed by 
Eimicke, William for $35,000
Time: 1:54.37
Exacta (12-1), $66.00; Superfecta (12-1-10-6), $1,307.00; Trifecta (12-1-
10), $379.00

SECOND $40,000, CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
12 Short Shrift A. Solis $30.40 $12.00 $8.70
1 Nineinthenine E. Prado  $5.50 $3.90
9 Dual Citizen J. Rosario   $5.40
Ch Gelding 2006, by Hennessy - Bank On Her by Rahy
Owner: Moran, Michael. Trainer: Jack Fisher. Breeder: W Lazy T Ltd (KY).
Late Scratches: Myhorseofcourse, Silent Pipe, Formulaforsuccess, Sover-
eign Default, Springcourt, Lure of the South
Claimed: Nineinthenine claimed by Zito, Louis for $20,000, Volcano Run 
claimed by Rice, Linda for $20,000
Time: 1:41.74
Daily Double (12-12), $214.00; Exacta (12-1), $193.00; Quinella (1-12), 
$90.00; Superfecta (12-1-9-4), $6,834.00; Trifecta (12-1-9), $1,347.00

THIRD $80,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
1 Stopchargingmaria J. Velazquez $3.00 $2.50 $2.10
6 J. Quirk E. Wilson  $9.60 $4.60
3 Predicate R. Maragh   $3.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by Tale of the Cat - Exotic Bloom by Montbrook
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: Harvey Clarke & 
Brookdale Farm LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Crystal Rocket, Our Amazing Rose
Time: 1:04.69
Daily Double (12-1), $58.50; Exacta (1-6), $28.40; Superfecta (1-6-3-7), 
$117.00; Trifecta (1-6-3), $71.50; Pic 3 (12-12-1), $313.50

FOURTH $100,000, NY-BRED STAKES - ON THE BUS  3 & UP, 1 1/16M
3 Hessonite J. Velazquez $3.80 $2.90 $2.30
4 Inimitable Romanee E. Prado  $4.70 $3.60
7 Dreaming of Cara J. Rosario   $5.20
Ch Mare 2008, by Freud - Lakab by Manila
Owner: Punk, Jr., William J. and DiLeo, Philip. Trainer: David Donk. Breed-
er: Berkshire Stud and Waterville LakeStables Limited, LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Shesabronxbomber, Princess Mara, Lady On the Run
Time: 1:42.37
Daily Double (1-3), $5.30; Exacta (3-4), $16.80; Quinella (3-4), $10.00; 
Superfecta (3-4-7-6), $436.00; Trifecta (3-4-7), $105.00; Pic 3 (12-1-3), 
$102.00

FIFTH $70,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
7 Irish Sweepstakes R. Maragh $4.20 $2.80 $2.40
8 Talk to Me J. Navarro  $6.10 $4.60
1 Hangingwithsonny S. Bridgmohan   $6.00
B Filly 2011, by Any Given Saturday - Miss Blarney Stone by Dynaformer
Owner: Brodsky, Alan. Trainer: Mark Hennig. Breeder: Sugar Maple Farm & 
H. Lewis Rapaport (NY).
Late Scratches: Mary’s in Utopia
Time: 1:06.24
Daily Double (3-7), $12.00; Exacta (7-8), $27.80; Superfecta (7-8-1-2), 
$705.00; Trifecta (7-8-1), $214.50; Pic 3 (1-3-7), $15.80; Pic 4 (12-1/2-
1/2/3/8-7/9), $346.00

SIXTH $72,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
3 Subtle J. Lezcano $11.20 $6.80 $4.00
4 My Uptown Gal G. Rodriguez  $33.20 $11.80
9 Neck of the Moon J. Castellano   $3.00
Ch Mare 2008, by Yankee Gentleman - Ava Anne by Gulch
Owner: Hauman, Eugene E. and Dahlman, E.. Trainer: Jason Servis. Breed-
er: Ernest J. Dahlman & Eugene E. Hauman (NY).
Late Scratches: Copper Bluff, Polan, City Gone Wild, Ave’s Halo
Time: 1:01.83
Daily Double (7-3), $26.20; Exacta (3-4), $291.00; Superfecta (3-4-9-2), 
$10,726.00; Trifecta (3-4-9), $1,959.00; Pic 3 (3-7-3), $74.50

SEVENTH $82,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
7 New Line J. Velazquez $24.80 $12.80 $8.50
11 Ithastobegeorge J. Castellano  $14.40 $9.80
10 Dawly C. Velasquez   $7.80
Dk B/ Br Colt 2010, by First Defence - Introducing by Deputy Minister
Owner: Juddmonte Farms, Inc.. Trainer: William Mott. Breeder: Juddmonte 
Farms Inc (KY).
Time: 1:23.37
Daily Double (3-7), $140.00; Exacta (7-11), $322.00; Superfecta (7-11-
10-4), $30,829.00; Trifecta (7-11-10), $3,360.00; Pic 3 (7-3-7), $451.00

EIGHTH $100,000, STAKES - JAMES MARVIN S., 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
4 Sage Valley C. Velasquez $8.90 $5.10 $3.60
1 Politicallycorrect J. Rosario  $5.50 $3.50
2 Hello Lover I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.60
Dk B/ Br Colt 2009, by Discreet Cat - Ashwood C C by Cryptoclearance
Owner: Dubb, Michael and Aisquith, Gary. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. Breed-
er: Buck Pond Farm, Inc. (KY).
Late Scratches: Right to Vote, Jaguar Paw, Willyconker (IRE)
Time: 1:22.49
Daily Double (7-4), $126.00; Exacta (4-1), $42.20; Superfecta (4-1-2-3), 
$381.00; Trifecta (4-1-2), $172.00; Pic 3 (3-7-4), $714.00

NINTH $150,000, STAKES - SCHUYLERVILLE S., 2 YO, 6F
4 (dh)Brazen Persuasion R. Napravnik $2.80 $3.30 $2.30
5 (dh)Bahnah C. Lanerie $2.40 $2.70 $2.20
1 Elena Strikes J. Castellano   $2.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2011, by Indian Charlie - Beholden by Cat Thief
Owner: Pollitt, Darren and Pollitt, Marilyn. Trainer: Steven Asmussen. 
Breeder: T. F. VanMeter & Brian Kahn (KY).
B Filly 2011, by Elusive Quality - Flying Glitter by Glitterman
Owner: Sanders, Wayne and Hirsch, Larry. Trainer: W. Calhoun. Breeder: 
Aaron U. Jones & Marie D. Jones (KY).
Time: 1:12.12
Daily Double (4-4), $17.20; Daily Double (4-5), $10.60; Exacta (4-5), 
$8.60; Exacta (5-4), $6.90; Trifecta (4-5-1), $15.20; Trifecta (5-4-1), $9.90; 
Pic 3 (7-4-4), $285.00;  (7-4-5), $194.00; Place Pix Nine (3/4/9-7/10/11-
1/2/4-4/5), $255.00

TENTH $75,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 & UP, 1 1/16M
8 Sonnyandpally R. Napravnik $25.80 $11.80 $6.30
6 Birchwood Road E. Prado  $7.60 $5.70
7 Hudson Miracle J. Lezcano   $3.80
B Ridgling 2009, by City Zip - Riotous Miss by Brief Ruckus
Owner: Spielman, Michael. Trainer: Nicholas Zito. Breeder: Barry R. Os-
trager (NY).
Late Scratches: Face the Race, Privatize, Reventon, Elroi, Never Naked
Time: 1:42.55
Daily Double (4-8), $44.40; Daily Double (5-8), $36.40; Exacta (8-6), 
$212.50; Superfecta (8-6-7-12), $12,366.00; Trifecta (8-6-7), $1,058.00; 
Pic 3 (4-4-8), $243.00;  (4-5-8), $153.00; Pic 4 (7-4-4/5-8), $2,551.00; Pic 
6 (7/9-3-7-4-4/5-8), $330.50; Pic 6 (7/9-3-7-4-4/5-8), $63,051.00

Attendance: 21,935. On Track Handle: 3,338,203
Intra-State Handle: 2,220,630. Inter-State Handle: 10,032,407. 
Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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With over 20 years of experience 
we know how to get you started in
fractional ownership.

Compete at the highest levels. Enjoy a unique lifestyle experience. 
Share the expenses. Live a dream. Make new friends. Create 
memories with your family. Oh, and have a darn good time doing it.

Begin your journey.

WWW.WESTPOINTTB.COM/SPA

This advertisement is for informational purposes only and is not an offer to sell securities. Follow us at www.twitter.com/westpointtbred

A horse can
take you on

an incredible
journey.

The Gold Standard
in Racing Partnerships
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Must be 18 or older (21 in AL, IA, KS, NH, ND, WA) to open an account with Xpressbet, LLC and reside in a state where such activity is legal. Void where prohibited. National Gambling Support Line 800.522.4700.
See website for details about the Sign Up Bonus. 

THE BEST NEW CUSTOMER BONUS 
IN ONLINE BETTING

OPEN AN ACCOUNT

WITH TWINSPIRES YOU BET $500 AND GET $100.  

WITH TVG YOU BET $200 AND GET $100. 

WITH XPRESSBET YOU BET $100 AND GET $125.* 

ONLY XPRESSBET GUARANTEES THAT YOUR FIRST BET AT SARATOGA IS A WINNER.

SIGN UP TODAY AT

XPRESSBET.COM/SARATOGASPECIAL
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VIRTUAL TOUR

VIRTUAL TOUR

VIRTUAL TOUR

4 LOWER MEADOW, GREENFIELD
Beautiful custom home nestled on over an acre of land in the Old 
Stone Ridge neighborhood. This 3+ bedroom, 2.5 bath Witt-built 
home looks as if it hasn’t been lived in! It features an open floor plan 
kitchen and great room, breathtaking baths, huge closets, walk-in 
pantry, soap stone, plantation shutters, pocket doors, hardwood 
floors and marble are some features of this truly custom home. 
$687,000 | Kate R. Naughton | 441.8527

94 EDIE ROAD, WILTON
90-year old farmhouse on 1.85 acres within the Saratoga Springs 
school district. This 4 bedroom, 2 bath farmhouse features spacious 
rooms, hardwood floors, a newer kitchen, breakfast area, dining 
room, large family room w/wood stove, front porch, large screened 
porch, 29 x 14 detached heated workshop and small guest cottage. 
$345,000 | Gail Macaioni | 527.0040

11 MOSS CREEK, GREENFIELD
2010 Showcase of Homes winner! The energy star rated home boasts 
3-4 bedrooms, 3 full tile baths, crisp architectural detail, custom 
cabinetry, granite counter tops, large mud room, gas fireplace, a 
screened porch and 2 patios. All nestled on a 5.26 private acre lot.
$649,900 | Valerie Thompson | 421.7264  

Open Sunday 11:00-1:00 Join us at “Park Place 
Condominiums” for a light breakfast and tour of our 
model. Served on the 1,100 SF terrace overlooking 
Congress Park. The model boasts a spacious 3, 
400 SF floor plan with 3 bedrooms and 3.5 baths.  
$2,100,000 | Julie Bonacio | 701.5080
Sage Cerone | 258.2446

4 DOVETAIL DRIVE, STILLWATER
Extraordinary home nestled in a park-like setting just minutes to 
Saratoga Springs on 2.44-acre lot. Features of this fabulous home 
include 3 bedrooms, 2.5 ceramic tile and marble baths, wide plank 
oak flooring, radiant heat throughout, 2 fireplaces, soaring ceilings, 
granite and marble counter/vanity tops, central vacuum and more! 
$629,900 | Valerie Thompson | 421.7264

382 CAROLINE STREET, SARATOGA SPRINGS
Walk to everything from this 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath custom home that 
was completely renovated in 2004. This 3315 SF beauty includes a 
custom kitchen with commercial grade appliances, hardwood floors 
throughout all main living areas, fireplaces in both the living room 
and family room, new carpet in the bedrooms, and an inground pool. 
$699,900 | Valerie Thompson | 421.7264

90 EDIE ROAD, WILTON
Builders!! This parcel consists of a 9-lot subdivision with lots ranging 
from 1.8 - 14 acres. Total of 44 acres. Great location for high end 
homes in the Saratoga Springs School System.
$750,000 | Gail Macaioni | 527.0040

10 SIERRA TRACE, MALTA
Features of this lovely home include 3 bedrooms, one a loft, guest 
room or office; 2.5 baths, formal living and dining rooms, an open 
staircase, oversized windows, eat-in kitchen open to the family room 
with fireplace, 1st floor laundry and a large master bedroom and bath 
with shower and whirlpool tub.
$323,900 | Gail Macaioni | 527.0040

519 Broadway Saratoga Springs | 587.4500 | RoohanRealty.comDownload our App!

VIRTUAL TOUR

VIRTUAL TOUR

268 BROADWAY #506, SARATOGA SPRINGS

Dave Harmon
The gate opens on the first race – and the meet – Friday.
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Jim Crupi  h  Toll Free: (866) 313-5400  h  Cell: (352) 427-1600
www.newcastlefarm.com

Overdriven

Ocala, Florida

A great horse needs a great start. . .

Heat, sweat and tickets
Opening-day crowd braves scorcher at the Spa

BY REBECCA FEDLER

“And they’re off ...” one woman 
started to shout before dwindling to 
silence. She missed Tom Durkin’s cue 
and began before the rest of the crowd. 
A few moments later, hundreds of peo-
ple joined her preemptive shout. “And 
they’re off at Saratoga!” the crowd 
shouted to signify the start of the 2013 
Spa meeting.

Whistles and cheers greeted 
the springing of the gate for the 
first race of the day. Heat was 
no deterrent as people pushed 
closer—shoulder to shoulder—
to see horses race by. The crowd 
roared to life again as hooves 
thundered past. 

“Get ’em!”
“Come on!”
The excitement was palpable on 

Opening Day. And obvious as people 
climbed on top of benches and tables 
to cheer their choices. The people in the 
crowd came alive every time the start-
ing gate sprung, whether they selected 
their bet through seasoned knowledge 
or whimsy like Danielle Freebern—who 
went for Stormin Mary in the third race 
because her mom’s name is Mary.

Though that bet didn’t pay, and 

many times it won’t, Freebern has at-
tended opening day at the Spa for the 
last five years. She comes with a group 
of friends, one of whom arrived at 6:30 
a.m. to claim two picnic tables at the 
top of the stretch. They sit in the same 
spot every year, and it “usually brings 
one person good luck,” she said. The 
luck this year went to the guy sitting 
behind her when he won $400 on the 
first race.

Freebern said she typically attends 
the races once or twice a year. But as 
a Saratoga native, she said she doesn’t 
like to deal with all of the people. 

Some enjoy the crowds though. Jesus 
Dunys is one of them. Dunys—known 
around the track as Chico—has a shoe 
shine business set up outside of the rac-
ing office. He’s been at the track for 25 
years now, traveling up from New York 
City every year for the meet.

“I love it,” Chico said, adding that 
the people at the track are like family 
and that Saratoga is like a second home. 
“People like Saratoga. It’s so beautiful, 
and everybody is happy with a beer. I 
don’t care if it’s hot or not, I love it.”

It was a hot opening day, with tem-
peratures going well into the 90s. 

Paul Wagner, an usher in the club-
house, said it was the first time in the 
five years he has worked at the track that 

track officials let the ushers 
remove their vests due to the 
heat. At noon they could re-
move their bow-ties, Wagner 
said, and word came to him 
at 3 p.m. that the vests could 
be removed as well. It was a 
relief to he and his section 
partner, Lori Macaulay, as 
they blotted sweat from their 

brows and used cold wet paper-towels 
in an attempt to keep cool.

Wagner said it was “a good crowd 
for a hot day like today.”

Both Wagner and Macaulay are re-
tired the rest of the year, and only work 
the season at the track. Wagner, who 
lost his wife last August, said he enjoys 
going to the track to be with the people. 
“It’s good to get out of the house,” he 
said. “It’s not about the money.”

It is to an extent for Macaulay, 
though she has attended the track every 
year since she was eight when her father 
brought her that first time. The OTB re-
tiree, who had horses as a child, recently 
acquired a rescue racehorse. And, well, 
they’re expensive. But, she said, “When 
you retire, you’re supposed to do what 
you want to do. And so, I went back to 
horses.”

Both Macaulay and Wagner are ex-
cited for Travers Day when they will 
get to see the three bigs—Orb, Oxbow 
and Palace Malice—compete. It should 
be a good race, something Saratoga is 
known for according to Brian Hart. The 
Troy native has attended the meet for 
the last 40 years. 

“The best racing is here at Saratoga,” 
he said. “Though it’s a tough game to 
play.”

It looked like it by the end of open-
ing day. Losing betting slips littered the 
ground, as well as empty bottles and 
miscellaneous trash. 

People were still dressed in bright 
colors, but the fabric was drenched in 
sweat and stuck to skin. 

Hair that was once stylishly done, lay 
in lank clumps. 

But none of that mattered. 
When those horses raced by, people 

stood and shouted all the same. 
They cheered, like it was the first race 

of the day.

“I don’t care if it’s hot or not, 
I love it.”
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thisishorseracing.com

Saturday, July 20.

1ST (1:00PM). $77,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Mela Dramatically R. Maragh H. Motion 8-1
2   2 Bonatini R. Albarado L. Gyarmati 30-1
3   3 Palace Dreams J. Ortiz D. Duggan 6-1
4   4 Absolute Beauty J. Castellano R. Rodriguez 12-1
5   5 Moonlit Sonnet A. Solis L. Lewis 5-2
6   6 Heart of New York J. Rosario C. Brown 3-1
7   7 Hlao Roo J. Velazquez L. Gyarmati 20-1
8   8 Strike Accord L. Saez J. Kimmel 10-1
9   9 Eurokay by Me J. Alvarado S. Schwartz 20-1
10 10 Flirtatious Spring C. Velasquez L. Rice 8-1
11 11 John’s Mariah J. Rocco, Jr. B. Brown 20-1
12 12 Chloe Bear R. Napravnik P. Kelly 15-1
13 AE Rennina A. Lezcano F. Raia II 50-1
14 MTO Motion Lounge .  D. Schettino 7-2
15 MTO Physical Delivery J. Alvarado C. Baker 6-1
16 MTO Swift Taylor L. Saez H. Bond 4-1

2ND (1:30PM). $70,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   9 Solengo A. Lezcano K. LeBlanc 30-1
1a  AE Winamen S. Jimenez K. LeBlanc 30-1
2   1 Kitstrickortreat S. Jimenez P. Simeone 30-1
3   2 Acigarisjustacigar D. Cohen J. Ryerson 20-1
4   3 Downgoesfrazier J. Velazquez C. Domino 5-1
5   4 Asset Inflation J. Castellano C. Brown 3-1
6   5 Insighting J. Rosario S. Asmussen 5-2
7   6 Pete and David R. Maragh B. Levine 15-1
8   7 Gentle Jim J. Alvarado A. Lakeman 6-1
9   8 Slimshady R. Albarado L. O’Brien 12-1
10 10 Saguaro Blossom L. Saez J. Aquilino 20-1
11 11 Chang’s Secret J. Rocco, Jr. B. Brown 15-1
12 12 Poppy’s Watching J. Ortiz J. Englehart 10-1
13 MTO Escape to the Moon J. Lezcano B. Brown 3-1

3RD (2:00PM). $100,000, STK - MY PRINCESS JESS, 3YO, F , 1 1/16M 
(INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   7 Win for Kitten C. Velasquez G. Contessa 20-1
1a  12 Blossom’s Trail J. Castellano G. Contessa 20-1
2   1 Kitten’s Queen R. Napravnik W. Catalano 8-1
3   2 Let Me Entertain U J. Ortiz T. Albertrani 20-1
4   3 Stick to Your Guns R. Maragh G. Contessa 30-1
5   4 Miss Squeal J. Rocco, Jr. G. Arnold, II 15-1
6   5 Lady of Gold J. Lezcano P. Serpe 5-1
7   6 Silsita J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 10-1
8   8 Wave Theory J. Rosario C. Brown 5-2
9   9 With Sugar On Top J. Alvarado K. McLaughlin 6-1
10 10 Caroline Thomas L. Saez B. Tagg 4-1
11 11 Broken Spell R. Albarado D. Lukas 8-1
12 MTO Flash Forward J. Castellano D. Schettino 3-1
13 MTO Skyfall .  T. Pletcher 7-2
14 MTO Majestic Marquet C. Velasquez R. Rodriguez 5-1

4TH (2:31PM). $70,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Utopian Wife J. Rosario B. Brown 8-1
2   2 Hot Rendezvous L. Saez G. Contessa 7-2
3   3 Bileaps and Bounds R. Napravnik J. Hertler 15-1
4   4 Scribbling Sarah J. Alvarado T. Morley 9-2
5   5 Silent No More S. Jimenez P. Simeone 50-1
6   6 Sarah’s Wild Girl J. Rocco, Jr. M. Friedman 30-1
7   7 Amber Morning J. Lezcano P. Serpe 10-1
8   8 Therapy J. Ortiz K. Feron 3-1
9   9 Echluath R. Maragh T. Bush 10-1
10 10 Courageous Karen D. Cohen M. Shevy 30-1
11 11 Rosalie’s Pleasure J. Castellano N. Esler 6-1
12 12 Ivana Pucker C. Velasquez L. Rice 10-1
13 AE Pie’s First Lady J. Velazquez L. Rice 5-2
14 MTO Hot Stones J. Rosario B. Levine 3-5

5TH (3:03PM). $77,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Wishingonadream J. Rocco, Jr. G. DiSanto 30-1
2   2 Toy Cannon J. Alvarado W. Mott 5-1
3   3 Powerful Instinct C. Velasquez M. Miceli 20-1
4   4 Noosh’s Tale A. Solis P. Kelly 3-1
5   5 Mr Cowboy L. Saez H. Bond 12-1
6   6 Sir Leslie J. Ortiz P. Serpe 15-1
7   7 Why Not Whiskey R. Maragh B. Brown 12-1
8   8 Knock Quietly R. Albarado S. Schwartz 30-1
9   9 Tycoon Cat J. Rosario D. Jacobson 12-1
10 10 Captain Gaughen J. Lezcano J. Ryerson 9-2
11 11 Poliziotto J. Castellano C. Brown 4-1
12 12 Read the Proposal R. Napravnik R. Violette, Jr. 10-1
13 AE Nelson Avenue D. Cohen A. Quartarolo 50-1
14 MTO Ultimate Empire J. Castellano T. Albertrani 5-2
15 MTO Piscesbymoonlight J. Lezcano B. Brown 5-1
16 MTO Jade Run A. Solis C. Domino 12-1

6TH (3:35PM). $85,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1   1 Power World J. Velazquez W. Mott 5-1
2   2 Romancing the Gold J. Castellano D. Galluscio 15-1
3   3 Integrity J. Rosario C. Brown 2-1
4   4 Hannibal Lecter L. Saez J. Toscano, Jr. 20-1
5   5 Blind Hope J. Lezcano J. Servis 10-1
6   6 Cozzetti R. Albarado D. Romans 12-1
7   7 Willyconker (IRE) J. Ortiz E. Guillot 12-1
8   8 Night Maneuver R. Maragh G. Contessa 4-1
9   9 Uncle T Seven C. Velasquez D. Jacobson 12-1
10 10 Leave of Absence R. Napravnik R. Violette, Jr. 6-1

7TH (4:07PM). $72,000, AOC $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Joe Mooch J. Lezcano T. Albertrani 30-1
2   2 Kid Blast C. Velasquez B. Levine 12-1
3   3 Cay to Pomeroy R. Albarado J. Orseno 8-1
4   4 Even Got Quiet A. Lezcano R. Metivier 6-1
5   5 Do I Amuse You R. Napravnik R. Donato 20-1
6   6 Luxury Appeal J. Ortiz G. Gullo 20-1
7   7 Sandy’z Slew J. Velazquez R. Schosberg 15-1
8   8 Soul House J. Castellano G. Weaver 4-1
9   9 Comandante R. Maragh M. Trombetta 15-1
10 10 Charlie’s Punch L. Saez J. Ness 15-1
11 11 Crackerjack Jones J. Alvarado M. Hushion 5-2
12 12 Alcolite A. Solis J. Antonucci 50-1
13 13 Captain Davrick J. Rosario J. Baker 5-1

8TH (4:39PM). $80,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1   1 Bellamy Chief J. Velazquez C. Domino 12-1
2   2 Miraculousmo R. Albarado D. Romans 9-2
3   3 Apex J. Alvarado W. Mott 6-1
4   4 Del Mar Sunset R. Napravnik W. Catalano 3-1
5   5 Celebrated Talent C. Velasquez K. McLaughlin 12-1
6   6 Panama Will J. Rocco, Jr. G. Arnold, II 8-1
7   7 Charlie’s Picnic J. Rosario M. Hennig 5-1
8   8 Tony D R. Maragh D. Cannizzo 20-1
9   9 Deadicated Deal L. Saez P. Serpe 30-1
10 10 Catholic Cowboy D. Cohen N. Zito 20-1
11 11 Scam J. Castellano C. McGaughey III 12-1
12 12 Street Prince A. Lezcano R. Persaud 30-1
13 13 Malibu Master J. Lezcano P. Serpe 12-1

9TH (5:12PM). $200,000, STK - THE SHUVEE, 3 & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1   1 Royal Lahaina J. Ortiz R. Rodriguez 15-1
2   2 Flashy American J. Rosario K. McPeek 12-1
3   3 Eblouissante J. Alvarado J. Shirreffs 7-2
4   4 Moon Philly C. Velasquez M. Trombetta 15-1
5   5 Sea Island J. Lezcano C. McGaughey III 10-1
6   6 Summer Applause J. Castellano C. Brown 5-2
7   7 Authenticity J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 7-5

10TH (5:45PM). $300,000, STK - THE TVG COACHING CLUB AMERICAN 
OAKS, 3 YO, F , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Daily Double
1   1 My Happy Face J. Rosario C. Brown 3-1
2   2 Cue the Moon L. Saez H. Bond 10-1
3   3 Unlimited Budget J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 2-1
4   4 Princess of Sylmar J. Castellano T. Pletcher 9-5
5   5 Marathon Lady R. Albarado S. Hobby 5-1

11TH (6:18PM). $37,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1   1 Corybant R. Napravnik G. Sciacca 30-1
2   2 Vee’s Accolade J. Castellano D. Jacobson 5-1
3   3 Ludo Bagman J. Ortiz R. Rodriguez 8-1
4   4 Siero J. Rocco, Jr. J. Englehart 12-1
5   5 King Keene R. Maragh G. Contessa 20-1
6   6 Upward L. Saez J. Ness 12-1
7   7 Drum Roll J. Velazquez T. Pletcher 4-1
8   8 Buddy Jones C. Velasquez L. Rice 12-1
9   9 Mr d’Oro J. Lezcano J. Servis 15-1
10 10 El Cuadro A. Lezcano D. Farrell 50-1
11 11 Road Agent D. Cohen D. Jacobson 3-1
12 12 Velvet Cap J. Rosario M. Maker 4-1

Copyright 2013 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Moonlit Sonnet
Palace Dreams

Heart of New York
Insighting

Asset Inflation
Gentle Jim

Wave Theory
Caroline Thomas

Let Me Entertain U
Scribbling Sarah
Hot Rendezvous

Utopian Wife
Captain Gaughen
Why Not Whiskey

Poliziotto
Integrity

Power World
Blind Hope

Crackerjack Jones
Cay to Pomeroy

Soul House
Charlie’s Picnic
Del Mar Sunset

Tony D
Sea Island

Flashy American
Eblouissante

Unlimited Budget
Cue the Moon
Marathon Lady

Velvet Cap
Vee’s Accolade

Road Agent

Physical Delivery 
Moonlit Sonnet 

Heart Of New York 
Escape To The Moon 

Downgoesfrazier 
Asset Inflation 
Flash Forward 
Lady Of Gold 
Wave Theory 
Hot Stones 

Therapy 
Echluath 

Ultimate Empire 
Noosh’s Tale 

Wishingonadream 
Night Maneuver 

Leave Of Absence 
Integrity 

Soul House 
Captain Davrick 
Even Got Quiet 
Charlie’s Picnic 
Malibu Master 

Scam 
Summer Applause 

Authenticity 
Royal Lahaina 

Princess Of Sylmar 
Unlimited Budget 
My Happy Face 
Lido Bagman 
Road Agent 
Velvet Cap

Moonlit Sonnet
Absolute Beauty

Heart of New York
Escape to the Moon

Asset Inflation
Insighting

Skyfall
Wave Theory

Kitten’s Queen
Hot Stones

Pie’s First Lady
Hot Rendezvous
Ultimate Empire

Toy Cannon
Noosh’s Tale

Integrity
Cozzetti

Night Maneuver
Crackerjack Jones

Kid Blast
Soul House

Del Mar Sunset
Miraculousmo
Charlie’s Picnic

Authenticity
Summer Applause
Flashy American
My Happy Face

Princess of Sylmar
Unlimited Budget

Road Agent
Drum Roll
Velvet Cap

Hlao Roo 
Heart Of New York 
Flirtatious Spring 

Insighting 
Asset Inflation 

Gentle Jim 
Flash Forward 
Lady Of Gold 
Wave Theory 

Hot Rendezvous 
Pie’s First Lady 

Hot Stones 
Ultimate Empire 

Toy Cannon 
Noosh’s Tale 

Integrity 
Leave of Absence 

Romancing the Gold 
Crackerjack Jones 

Soul House 
Kid Blast 

Del Mar Sunset 
Malibu Master 
Charlie’s Picnic 

Authenticity 
Eblouissante 

Royal Lahaina 
Princess Of Sylmar 
Unlimited Budget 
My Happy Face 
Vee’s Accolade 

Road Agent 
Velvet Cap

Heart of New York
Mela Dramatically
Moonlit Sonnet

Insighting
Asset Inflation
Chang’s Secret
Wave Theory

Silsita
Caroline Thomas
Amber Morning
Hot Rendezvous
Scribbling Sarah

Poliziotto
Why Not Whiskey

Noosh’s Tale
Integrity

Power World
Cozzetti

Crackerjack Jones
Captain Davrick

Soul House
Apex

Miraculousmo
Del Mar Sunset

Eblouissante
Authenticity
Sea Island

Unlimited Budget
Marathon Lady

Princess of Sylmar
Velvet Cap
Road Agent
Drum Roll 

Tom
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Chad
Summers

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Gaile
Fitzgerald
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Tod Marks
Princess of Sylmar stocked up on water earlier this week in preparation for the CCA Oaks.

Short and Select
Tight field of five lines up for first 
Grade 1 stakes of 2013 meeting 

BY SEAN CLANCY CCA OAKS PREVIEW

Sean Clancy
Marathon Lady and trainer Steve Hobby look for a Grade 1 win in today’s Coaching Club American Oaks.

One rider adjusted his girth and 
stopped. Another swung into his saddle 
and stood. A third buckled his chinstrap 
and walked. The set of three made a turn 
under the trees and headed to the main 
track Friday morning.

“This one earned three quarters of a 
million,” Ralph Nicks said, pointing to 
his stable pony, Desert Wheat.

“That one is a Grade 1 winner,” 
Nicks said, pointing to Rudy Wolfen-
dale’s mount Aubby K.

“That one there, she looks better in 
my saddle towel,” Nicks said, pointing 
to trainer Steve Hobby, aboard Coaching 
Club American Oaks contender Mara-
thon Lady. Adorned in Nicks’ red and 
green, the 3-year-old filly walked in ca-
dence next to Desert Wheat and a few 
strides in front of the Humana Distaff 
winner.

“She’s not a Grade 1 winner,” Nicks 

said to Hobby. 
“She’ll go further,” Hobby said. 
Both trainers laughed. 
Marathon Lady, equipped with blue 

striped blinkers, handled her morning 
exercise with aplomb, loping an easy 
circuit of the main track. Hobby, who 
upset the 2010 Sword Dancer at Sarato-
ga with Telling, eased the white-striped, 
long-striding filly through her final exer-
cise before facing My Happy Face, Cue 
The Moon, Unlimited Budget and Prin-
cess Of Sylmar for the first time. 

Owned by Alex and JoAnn Lieblong, 
Marathon Lady will get to test her stami-
na in the Grade I stakes today. Eligible 
for a non-winners-of-two allowance con-
dition, the daughter of Graeme Hall has 
yet to win a stakes but has come close. 
After breaking her maiden at Oaklawn 
Park in February, the bay filly finished 
second in the Bourbonette, third in the 
Fantasy, second in the Black Eyed Susan 
and third in the Mother Goose.

“I knew it [the CCA Oaks] was go-
ing to be a short field,” Hobby said of 
his decision to come to Saratoga. “And 
I thought she would like the 1 1/8 miles 
and the two turns.”

Robby Albarado, aboard for that lone 
victory in Hot Springs and three of the 
filly’s other races, gets the return call and 
should get Marathon Lady in the mix be-
hind the expected speed of Tempted win-
ner My Happy Face. 

“I’ll probably just get Robby to ride 
his own race,” Hobby said. “I can expect 
that we’ll probably be laying second. I 
don’t see any sense in trying to go with 
her. Let’s just hope that My Happy Face 
can’t go that far.”

Todd Pletcher counters with two fillies 
proven they can go that far in Kentucky 
Oaks winner Princess of Sylmar and Fair 
Grounds Oaks and Demoiselle Stakes 
winner Unlimited Budget. 

Princess of Sylmar posted a monstrous 

upset in the Kentucky Oaks at nearly 
39-1 and has not been out since. Pletcher 
deferred to Ed Stanco, who campaigns 
the Majestic Warrior filly in his King of 
Prussia Stable, and his desire to win the 
Alabama and thought a brief freshening 
was the best path to the Aug. 17 race. 

“We got her home after the Kentucky 
Oaks and kicked it around a little bit and 
the one thing that Ed had expressed to 
me, way back in February was that he 
would love to win the Alabama,” Pletch-

er said. “We looked at it, she had already 
had a fair amount of starts, we decided 
that the program we had back in Febru-
ary, gave her a little freshening, ran her 
in the Gazelle and ran her back a month 
later and she won the Oaks. We felt like, 
give her a little freshening, run her in the 
Coaching Club, hopefully she runs well 
but also hopefully it sets her up well for 
the Alabama.

“I didn’t feel like we could go Mother 
Goose, Coaching Club and Alabama so 
we decided to skip the Mother Goose.”

Unlimited Budget, who won the 9-fur-
long Demoiselle in her second start late 
last November, comes off a sixth-place 
finish against males in the June 8 Belmont 
Stakes. The Street Sense filly finished 8 1/2 
lengths behind stablemate Palace Malice 
that afternoon in her only off-the-board 
effort. 

“Her Belmont wasn’t bad, she was 
stuck outside the whole way and a mile 
and a half is just a little beyond her, she 
didn’t embarrass herself by any means,” 
Pletcher said. “We thought this was better 
at a mile and an eighth instead of a mile 
and a quarter of the Alabama. We felt like 
this was her Grade 1 opportunity.”

Pletcher’s fillies will both get new rid-
ers, with John Velazquez reuniting with 
Unlimited Budget and Javier Castellano 
getting back on Princess of Sylmar. 

“I actually talked to Mike [Repole, 
owner of Unlimited Budget] quite a bit,” 
Pletcher said. “I sort of left it in his boat, 
it was a tough call, Johnny is two-for-two 
on the filly so let’s give him a shot on her. 
It worked out well for me, because Javier 
has ridden Princess Of Sylmar before and 
won on her, he knows her.” 

The fifth member of the CCA Oaks 
quintet is Spendthrift Farm’s Cue the 
Moon, who adds blinkers and might also 
show more early speed following a fourth 
in the Grade 1 Acorn at a mile last time 
out. 

Additional reporting by Ryan Martin.
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SHUVEE STAKES PREVIEW

Pushing Reset
California shipper Shirreffs steps 
into 1st Spa meet with Eblouissante

John Shirreffs was in need of a fresh 
start. A new beginning. A change of 
pace. Call it what you will. He just 
needed to do some of the same old 
someplace new. 

Shirreffs found what he was looking 
for, as many people often do, close to 
his roots.

Mention the name Shirreffs and 
most think California. He’s laid back 
like most people think California folks 
are. Of course he trained the legendary 
Zenyatta there. Giacomo, too. Scores 
of other top-class stakes winners went 
in and out of his Southern Califor-
nia barns through the years, fueled by 
prominent primarily West-Coast-based 
owners Jerry and Ann Moss, Marty and 
Pam Wygod, Ed Nahem’s 505 Farms 
and George Krikorian. 

But don’t be fooled by the friendly 
attitude, easy going nature and over-
all laid back ways. Shirreffs is a New 
Yorker. Born in Kansas, he grew up in 
Port Washington between Manhasset 
and Great Neck on the north shore of 
Long Island and also spent time in New 
Hampshire as a youngster. 

BY TOM LAW

He wasn’t drawn to horses growing 
up in New York—that would come lat-
er after he was discharged from the Ma-
rine Corps—but he got some exposure 
to them. 

“I only got interested in racing much 
later,” Shirreffs said Friday morning 
outside his barn on the Oklahoma as he 
watched multiple Grade 2 winner Mr. 
Commons cool out. “But I was fortu-
nate enough to get exposed to horses 
when I was much younger. There’s a 
stable called Lakeville Stables in Great 
Neck, right off the expressway. So I was 
over there, pushing the wheelbarrow to 
the muck pile, that kind of stuff. Fortu-
nately it paid off later in life that I had 
that experience.”

The experience, plus jobs working 
on farms and racetracks in California 
that stood in the way of his initial plan 
to try to go to Hawaii to surf, eventu-
ally led to a training career that started 
in 1978. He trained in California until 
earlier this spring, when he sent a string 
to Belmont Park. Shirreffs said he left 
California out of frustration more than 
anything, disappointed in the lack of 

leadership and the state racing indus-
try’s unwillingness to change. 

So now here he is, sort of starting out 
at 68. He’s got the same smile and pa-
tient attitude he showed countless times 
during Zenyatta’s brilliant run that end-
ed with her only loss from 20 starts in 
the 2010 Breeders’ Cup Classic. And 
he’s enthusiastic, for the fresh start and 
most likely because he’s still got plen-
ty of good stock in his barn here and 
downstate at Belmont Park. 

“I’m just really excited to be here, 
really excited,” Shirreffs said. “For me 
it’s a great change. Somewhat refreshing 
in a lot of ways. I find that the people 
I’ve met so far, on the track and off the 

track, are really interested in the horses. 
So that’s exciting.”

Shirreffs is excited to run Eblouis-
sante, a highly regarded and undefeat-
ed half sister to Zenyatta, in today’s 
$200,000 Shuvee Handicap. The Shu-
vee, which drew a field of seven that 
will most likely be reduced with Sum-
mer Applause headed to the Delaware 
Handicap, will be Eblouissante’s stakes 
debut and her first start in more than 
seven months. 

When she trained on the Oklahoma 
Friday morning, the 4-year-old Bernar-
dini filly didn’t look like a horse who 

See SHUVEE page 25 

Tod Marks
Zenyatta’s sister Eblouissante gallops on the Oklahoma track Friday morning.
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Shuvee–
 Continued from page 24

hasn’t been out since winning an op-
tional claiming race Jan. 17 at Santa 
Anita. Like her older sister, Eblouis-
sante took everything in on the short 
walk to the track and then while 
standing with the pony in the shaded 
area on the backstretch. 

“She reminds me of Zenyatta in 
so many ways,” Shirreffs said. “Both 
very alert horses. Eblouissante could 
see a rabbit running across the field 
100 yards away. She sees everything 
and that’s the way Zenyatta was. Al-
ways looking for something to get 
on their toes about. Any little ex-
cuse, but in a good way.”

Eblouissante was right into her 
gallop when she broke off and let 
her long stride carry her around the 
Oklahoma without much effort de-
spite the heat and humidity.

“One thing about her, she hates to 
pull up,” Shirreffs said.

Back at the barn she was as cool 
as Zenyatta, too. The attitudes and 
personalities are similar, but they’re 
quite a bit different physically.

“She’s a little different than Zen-
yatta, who was a Street Cry. Street 
Cry’s are bigger, heavier boned, a 
little more robust. She’s a Bernardi-
ni, possibly a little more refined. So 
it took her awhile to really develop 
and mature.

“But now when I look at her, 
I think, oh my goodness, she’s so 
much different than she was when 
she first came in. She’s got a beauti-
ful length of stride. She’d be the per-
fect Arc horse because she can go 2 
miles. It’ll be interesting to see how 
she runs with the added time and 
maturity.”

Eblouissante will need a good ef-
fort in the Shuvee, even with the de-
fection of Summer Applause. 

Authenticity is a deserving 7-5 

Trainer Mike Freeman died in April 
at age 84. The longtime Saratoga partic-
ipant conditioned the great Shuvee, for 
him today’s ninth race is named. For-
mer Freeman employee Gregg Pickrell 
wrote the following as a remembrance. 

Mike gave me the chance of a lifetime. 
After driving over 2,000 miles from the 
Mexican border of Arizona to South-
ern Pines, N.C. and working there for 
6 months, “the racetrack” in my blood 
surfaced and I wanted to “gallop.” I 
called and asked John Bell of Jonabell 
for a job referral. He spoke to Mike and 
then called me with his phone number 
and advised me to call. And so I did. 
We spoke briefly and he asked when I 
could be in Aiken. I stated “tomorrow 
morning.” I met Mike at his barn the 
following morning. He welcomed me 
and we walked into the barn. He found 
me a Caliente and the next thing I knew 
I was put on any number of “joggers” 
and directed to the paddocks. Because 
it was April, I was in Aiken for a cou-
ple of weeks. What a thrill. I watched, 
listened, and applied all to the learning 
experience. Mike had me on the track 
“loping” in no time. I may have ridden 
with longer irons than most of the riders 
but I was determined not to lose contact 
with the horses. After just a few weeks in 
Aiken, Mike asked me to join the crew 
in New York. Thank goodness I had not 
unpacked my car and away we went. 

The New York crew was a true cast 
of characters. I was given the name, “Ar-
izona” (my car had AZ tags). We were 
now in New York, I was galloping and it 
was a dream come true. I found a dun-
geon-studio apartment on Lefferts Blvd. 
a couple of blocks from the stable gate 
at Aqueduct. I became involved with the 
barn, pulling manes, etc., and going to 
the paddock when we ran. It was fan-
tastic and very exciting. I was learning 
from Mike, his horses and the crew. I 
remember reading the board and shud-
dering when I would see my name next 
to a filly by the name of No Test. She al-
ways ran off, but I learned that’s exactly 
what Mike wanted her to do. To this day 
I apply the same “trick” to my horses. 
Mike had nice horses in the barn and we 
won races. 

morning-line choice off five good 
races this year, including a win in 
the Churchill’s La Troienne on the 
Kentucky Oaks undercard. She was 
second to Tiz Miz Sue in the Grade 
1 Ogden Phipps after that, then re-
turned to Saratoga to train with 
Todd Pletcher’s large string.

“Position-wise, this is good, it 
could set her up nicely for the Per-
sonal Ensign, the spacing was good, 
and she’s doing well,” Pletcher said. 
“We backed off her a little after her 
last race, kept her galloping. She’s 
a very professional older mare who 
does whatever you ask her to do.”

Sea Island, a good second to Sum-
mer Applause in the DuPont Distaff 
and then last in a restricted stakes 
June 7, won here last year and could 
bounce back for Shug McGaughey. 
Iowa Distaff winner Flashy Ameri-
can also won here last summer—at 
the maiden $25,000 level—and picks 
up Joel Rosario. Moon Philly and 
Royal Lahaina complete the field. 

It was the year of Seattle Slew and we 
all were caught up in the Triple Crown. 
Mike always made sure we were in-
volved. He arranged to get passes for me 
and Dee Dee Seery (friend and cowork-
er) to watch the Belmont from up in the 
grandstand, just a few strides beyond the 
finish line. The place went completely 
nuts…and we were there.

When we moved to Saratoga, Mike 
gave me the reins, so to speak, to ride 

and call the shots on Shukey, a filly out 
of Shuvee and by Key to the Mint. She 
had a history of tying up and I took her 
trail riding to and from the track. She 
became the first horse I “worked” and 
when I got back to the barn, Mike was 
smiling. Always a good sign.

The knowledge and connections I 
gained through Mike Freeman are for 
life. The horses brought rapport be-
tween us that I will always consider an 

honor. He trusted me and gave me great 
confidence. He asked my opinion and 
I followed his direction. I am truly for-
tunate and grateful to have worked for 
W.C. 

A memorial service for Freeman is 
scheduled for after the races of Aug. 7 at 
the Reading Room in Saratoga.

Remembering 
W.C. “Mike” Freeman

Tod Marks
Trainer John Shirreffs relocated from California.
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Good Cause

Tod Marks
After placing second in a Grade 2 last out, Wave Theory rates a solid favorite in today’s restricted 
My Princess Jess Stakes.

Turf stakes starter Win for Kitten 
races for Wounded Warrior Project

BY RYAN MARTIN MY PRINCESS JESS PREVIEW

Chip McEwen was touched as he 
heard the words from the flight atten-
dant as the commercial plane he was 
riding landed at Charlotte International 
Airport.

“Attention ladies and gentlemen, we 
have a wounded service veteran from 
Afghanistan on our flight. As we depart, 
we ask that you please wait in your seat 
and allow him to get off the plane.”

After seeing the young man carried 
by his father off the plane, McEwen 
began developing a passion for help-
ing out wounded veterans. Now he 
donates 10 percent of every dollar his 
horses make to the Wounded Warrior 
Project, an organization that helps raise 
awareness for injured soldiers return-
ing home from war. One of the horses 
in his Wounded Warrior Stables is Win 
for Kitten, who is in today’s My Prin-
cess Jess Stakes, the third on an 11-race 
card.

“First thing that hit me was ‘I need 
to try and do something different to 
help veterans because when someone 
is injured like that, it doesn’t just affect 
them, it affects the entire circle of their 

family,’ ” McEwen said outside trainer 
Gary Contessa’s barn on the Oklahoma 
training track Friday morning. “Can 
you imagine your whole family having 
to care for you, look after you and try-
ing to figure out how to pay all of those 
bills?”

McEwen doesn’t just restrict himself 
to donating to the Wounded Warrior 
Project, however. He also gives to pedi-
atric cancer causes, as well as Retrieving 
Freedom, an organization that prevents 
suicide among veterans with post-trau-
matic stress disorder by training dogs 
for them to have as pets.

“Studies have shown that veterans 
are less likely to commit suicide if they 
have a dog in their home,” McEwen 
said.

McEwen decided in May 2012 to op-
erate his stable under the name Wound-
ed Warrior Stables and help out injured 
men and women who have served the 
country. The operation now has about 
40 horses. Eoin Harty trains a string 
on the West Coast, while Contessa is in 
charge of the ones on the East Coast. 

The association between McEwen and 
Contessa goes back 15 years, when 
Contessa trained McEwen’s first horse 
Private Practice.

“I’ve been with Gary from begin-
ning,” McEwen said. “When you get 
someone who your personality clicks 
with, you stick with him.”

Win for Kitten will look to give 
Wounded Warrior Stables a stakes vic-
tory when she takes on 11 3-year-old 
fillies going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. 
Blossom’s Trail, Wounded Warrior’s 
other filly entered in the race, will run 
in the Grade 2 Lake George Stakes next 
week. Contessa claimed Blossom’s Trail 
for $65,000, too, after she defeated Win 

for Kitten by less than a length June 20.
Contessa claimed the Kitten’s Joy fil-

ly last month for $65,000, saying that 
she had “good numbers and looked 
like a useful horse.” She finished fifth, 
beaten 4 lengths in the 1 1/16-mile grass 
race for trainer Christophe Clement and 
owners Ken and Sarah Ramsey. 

“When you claim a horse for 
$65,000, you ask yourself, ‘What’s the 
worst case scenario?,’ ” Contessa said. 
“The purse structure is such that if we 
ran her for $35,000 or $40,000, we 
wouldn’t lose any money off of it. She’s 
a 3-year-old filly, lightly raced, grass 

See MY PRINCESS JESS page 28 

Join the Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation for an 
evening at Mama Mia’s Pizza and Cafe for casual dinner 
and cocktails to celebrate 30 years of saving racehorses.

Monday, July 22. Buffet served 6-9 p.m.
$75 in advance. $85 at the door. 

(518) 226-0028 or www.trfinc.com
Price Chopper/Taft Shopping Center 
185 Ballston Ave. in Saratoga Springs
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Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Best Bets in Saratoga
Things to do, places to go, businesses to call...

Put your business in front of thousands 
of racing fans every day during the 

Saratoga meet. 
Call (302) 545-4424 or 

(302) 545-7713 for information.

“I can make a 
General in 

five minutes 
but a good horse is 

hard to 
replace.”

Abraham Lincoln

THE
WISHING

WELL 
Since 1936

“CLASSIC
ELEGANCE”

in the foothills of the 
Adirondacks a few miles north 

of  Saratoga Springs

745 Saratoga Road, Wilton, NY
518.584.7640

wishingwellrestaurant.com

BT This Is HorseiRacing Ad_Layout 1  7/10/13  11:51 AM  Page 2
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Steeplechasing
A Saratoga Tradition—Always

The National Steeplechase 
Association congratulates 
Saratoga Race Course on 
its 150th anniversary.

Experience the thrills of steeplechase 
racing every Thursday of the 2013 
Saratoga Race Course meet.

To
d 

M
ar

ks

horse. You got Saratoga coming up, I 
don’t see much downside to that.”

Contessa said he picked the My Prin-
cess Jess for the two-time winner mainly 
because he felt that it was a good spot 
for her. 

“It is for 3-year-old fillies who have 
never won a stakes, so it’s not that much 
different than an allowance race,” he 
said. “It gives us a chance to give the 
horse some black type to increase her 
breeding value later on down the road.”

My Princess Jess –
 Continued from page 26

The Wounded Warrior filly, to be rid-
den by Cornelio Velasquez, breaks from 
post seven and is 20-1 in a competitive 
group. 

Wave Theory commands the favor-
ite’s role for trainer Chad Brown and 
Martin Schwartz. The daughter of 
Smart Strike, a Keeneland Sales gradu-
ate, exits a second in the Grade 2 Sands 
Point and looks for her second career 
win with Joel Rosario at 5-2. Bonner 
Young’s Caroline Thomas eyes her third 
lifetime win for trainer Barclay Tagg, 
and exits a narrow, late-running loss 
when third by a head and a nose in the 
Bit of Whimsy at Belmont Park. The 
daughter of Giant’s Causeway is 4-1 for 
Luis Saez while breaking from post 10. 

Tod Marks
Fourth in the Sands Point, Kitten’s Queen exits a runner-up effort at Churchill Downs.
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The Jockey Club follows its rules, so when breeder 
Bonner Young sent in Caroline Thomas as a name re-
quest for a chestnut filly the response was predictable. 

Thoroughbred racing’s official registration service 
requires written permission to use the name of a liv-
ing person. Young’s granddaughter Caroline Thomas 
Rich put pencil to notebook paper and wrote in her 
best penmanship:

Dear Sir,

I give my Gramma permission to use my name. 
Please let her name the filly after me. 

Sincerely, 
Caroline Thomas Rich, age 7

Surely, they laughed in Lexington and approved the 
name for Young, who went around the rule and re-
cently named a Bernardini filly My Sweet Girl (also for 
her granddaughter).

“She’s my horsewoman,” said Young. “She’s been 
to Churchill Downs, Keeneland, Belmont, Gulfstream, 
Saratoga.”

Caroline Thomas the horse has won two of sev-
en lifetime starts, placed in a stakes and is a player 

in today’s My Princess Jess Stakes for trainer Barclay 
Tagg. The $100,000 race, restricted to 3-year-old fil-
lies which have not won a sweepstakes on the turf, 
drew a typically contentious group of 12. 

Only one is named for a 10-year-old Virginian with 
a website called carolinescorner.org. On the site, she 
reviews books and recently corresponded with Trudy 
Trueit (author of the Secrets of a Lab Rat and the Ju-
lep O’Toole series among others) about an interview. 

Friday on the Saratoga backside, Caroline (the girl) 
sat on a Virginia Tech folding chair alongsider her 
grandmother and talked about what it’s like to have a 
horse named for you. It’s pretty cool, by the sound of 
things. Caroline’s only school absences last year were 
for mornings spent in New York watching her name-
sake compete. 

“I have a picture of her when she was little, she’s 
very pretty,” said Caroline of Caroline. “I saw her as 
a yearling I think in Kentucky, but I don’t remember 
that much. I was in second grade. She’s nice to me, but 
if you have a cookie in your hand she’s nice to you.”

Caroline Thomas (the filly) represents generations 
of breeding by Young, a Manassas, Va. resident who 
bought her first horse in 1980 because “she fell in love 
with Secretariat.” 

She campaigned Caroline Thomas’ dam Bit Of 
Whimsy, a Grade 1 winner of more than $500,000, 
and her dam Kristi B, who lost all three of her career 
starts. Young bought Kristi B’s dam Highland Mills 
through bloodstock agent Tyson Gilpin and started 
something of a dynasty as the mare produced major 
winners Highland Springs, Miss Josh, Highland Crys-
tal and Royal Mountain Inn among others. 

Highland Mills was so good as a broodmare that 

The Jockey Club informed Young that the name had 
been retired. 

Frequently at Tagg’s barn in the mornings, Young 
now has four mares, all related or as she calls them 
“cousins, aunts and half-sisters.” 

Caroline Thomas (the filly) fits in there somewhere, 
and she can run a little too. The daughter of Giant’s 
Causeway impressed Tagg here last summer. After 
Saratoga, she finished second in her debut at Belmont 
in September and then won twice – a maiden at Aque-
duct in November and an optional claimer at Gulfst-
ream Park in December.

Since then it’s been some tough luck. She was 
beaten a half-length in the Sweetest Chant Stakes at 
Gulfstream and was bounced around like a lottery 
ball when fifth in the Grade 3 Herecomesthebride in 
March. Fifth again behind a slow pace in the Grade 
2 Sands Point, Caroline Thomas (the filly) rebounded 
by coming up a head and a nose short in the Bit Of 
Whimsy Stakes – yes the race is named for her dam 
– at Belmont June 16. She’s worked four times since, 
three at Belmont and one on the turf here three days 
ago.

Like all owners, Young is hopeful but would prob-
ably be just as happy if Caroline Thomas (the filly) 
stayed in the barn. 

“I love the horses, just love them,” said Young, 
who goes by her middle name Bonner but whose given 
first name is Joyce. “They’re like children to me which 
is good and bad. I love the mares and the babies. I tol-
erate racing to help support the mares. Racing is very 
hard for me, I get very uptight.”

Good thing Caroline Thomas (the girl) is around 
for company.

by Joe Clancy

theoutsiderail Kid’s Horse

Joe Clancy
Caroline Thomas (left and right) took a break at Saratoga Friday morning.
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Dear Ramon,

I wanted to write to you several months ago, after 
you fell and while you were waiting, wrestling, won-
dering about your career, your life. I know it’s been 
agonizing. 

How are you?
I wanted to tell you to be careful with your head, 

wait for it, don’t make any decisions while it heals. 
Don’t think, don’t stress, don’t drive, don’t read, take 
naps, eat well, speak softly. The tricky part when it 
comes to your head is you won’t know how bad you 
felt until you feel better. Months later when you’re bet-
ter, you’ll look back and say, ‘Wow, I felt terrible then.’ 
While you’re feeling terrible, it’s hard to recognize, it’s 
not like a bum knee, when you walk, it hurts, so you 
don’t walk. With a head injury, you think you’re think-
ing clearly, but you’re not thinking the way you can 
think. But it takes a clear head to realize it. Ah, I don’t 
think I explained that well. 

Just be careful, that’s all I’m saying. Take your time 
because the quicker you try to come back, the worse 
it’s going to be, just wait for it. It’ll come around.

I know the feeling, lying in the cat scan, feels like 
a coffin, the tap, tap, tapping right above your nose. 
You lie there and play games, pretending to not hear 
it, pretending to not wonder what it’s seeing, what it’s 

finding in your brain. Does it look gray? Does it look 
damaged? Dead? Then you wait for the doctor to read 
the results, wait for him to call you into his office, then 
you try to read his eyes, read his demeanor. 

For me, the moment I knew my days were numbered 
was when I asked Dr. Alan Fink, after he had given me 
the clinical definition from the battery of tests, “Doc, 
if you and I fall down the stairs, am I in more danger 
than you?” He looked at me, puzzled, perplexed, “Of 
course.” I asked how much, he said, “Enough.” I rode 
some more races but knew it was exacting a precious 
cost. I’d fall and slide along the ground thinking, ‘I ha-
ven’t hit my head, I haven’t hit my head, I haven’t hit 
my head.’ It was never free again.

I wanted to write to you and talk to you about retir-
ing, about what it’s going to feel like, if you do retire. 
I wish I wrote it then. Now, you’ve retired. I know it’s 
tough. For me, I was ready (money and danger don’t 
balance for long when you’re a jump jockey) but it was 
still tough, your identity stripped. I was ready, content 
with my decision, won my last race, looked up in the 
sky and said thank you. I never yearned to ride another 
race. I miss it like college, ‘great time in my life, glad I 
did it, not going back, nor do I want to go back.’ 

You’ll never replace the rush, impossible, that mo-
ment when you win a race, that moment of clarity, that 
moment of release. No, you’ll never have that again. 
Don’t look for it. Put it away, accept it, change what 
you need, what you expect. That’s not to say, life after 
riding can’t be rewarding, challenging, exhilarating, 
but whatever you do after riding races will suffer if 
you compare it to riding races. 

There are jockeys who I worry about when they re-
tire. I’m glad I don’t have to worry about you. I know 

you have your family and your money, that’s huge, 
there are no bigger shock absorbers. I know you’ll find 
your interests and your goals, also huge.  

As for your fans, we’ll miss the rides. Those mo-
ments when you put a race into slow motion, when 
everything shut down, and we could see the horse re-
spond, like the Arlington Million on Little Mike, when 
he turned down the back and took a deep breath and 
my brother and I looked at each other and said this is 
over, ah to have Betfair and bet in running, we would 
have bet everything after a quarter-mile. 

Yeah, we’ll miss those rides, those butter-sliding 
gems, which were always original, that long hold, the 
perch, hovering over the horse’s withers, ahead of the 
center of balance, you could get run from a stone. 

Beyond the rides, we’ll miss your professionalism, 
grace, humility, tranquility and subtle brilliance. We 
hope you find another calling in racing, the game needs 
you as a man, even as it loses you as a jockey.

All the best,

Sean 

cupofcoffee

by Sean Clancy

Head Game

LERMAN LAW FIRM, PLLC

Downtown  Saratoga  •  64 wooDlawn avenue 
info@lermanlawfirm.com  •  www.lermanlawfirm.com

CRIMINAL DEFENSE •  DWI/TRAFFIC • EQUINE & RACING MATTERS

Ethan C. Lerman ~ Attorney & Counselor at Law

Welcome 
back to 

Saratoga
518-581-7830 
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Here’s to Saratoga... 
150 years and going strong

Contact: 
Donna Barton Brothers
Donna@StarlightRacing.com 
502.645.2232
Managing Partners: 
Jack & Laurie Wolf, Donald & Barbara Lucarelli 
Trainer 
Todd Pletcher 
www.StarlightRacing.com Raising the bar 

in Thoroughbred partnerships
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