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BY THE NUMBERS
2: Mini bottles of J&B Scotch in a trainer’s sock at Solevo Kitchen Friday night.

5: Wins in his last six mounts for owner Rosbrian Farm, jump jockey Ross 
Geraghty. The wins came with Optimus Prime and Teodoro in May, Markhan and 
Optimus Prime again in July and Teodoro here Wednesday. The only loss came 
with Markhan here July 21.

1: Bat flying around near the finish line after Saturday’s Personal Ensign Stakes.

131: Winners picked by The Special’s John Shapazian (his all-time high) at 
Saratoga Race Course a few years ago. Can he get there again?
 

NAMES OF THE DAY
Cross Border, second race. Three Diamonds Farm’s 5-year-old is by English 
Channel out of Empress Josephine.

California Night, eighth race. Another Three Diamonds runner, this one is by 
Midnight Lute out of Moon Over Malibu.

HISTORY LESSON OF THE DAY
Doc Richardson, the Oracle of Oklahoma, told us this week about two daughters 
of Gideon Putnam, the founder of Saratoga Springs, named Caroline and Phila 
(which seemed to solve the riddle of where those streets got their names and 
lay to rest any connection to Philadelphia). Putnam indeed had a daugher named 
Phila, but Putnam’s wife’s sister was also named Phila (she married Matthew 
Lyon, owner of the first newspaper in town). As best we can tell, Caroline was 
Putnam’s granddaughter. 

here&there...at Saratoga

Darley

NYQU1ST
Nyquist is the leading first-crop yearling 
sire by median at $300,000.

He’s had seven $300k-plus yearlings already this year. 
No first-crop stallion has had more after Fasig-Tipton 
July and Saratoga in the past decade.

Remember the future
More yearlings selling soon.

Connie Bush
Breakfast on Ice. A Saratoga Thoroughbred cools his heels – and plenty more – while diving 
into a feed tub Wednesday.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Nyquist&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“Grasshopper redemption.”

The Special’s Ben Gowans, as owner/breeder Will Farish 
 led Code Of Honor into the Travers winner’s circle  

(Farish’s Grasshopper lost the 2007 Travers to Street Sense by a half-length)

“I’m so happy if Greg did it. He saddled a horse for me yesterday that won at Monmouth. We 
started almost the same time. Great guy.”

Trainer Carlos Martin, waiting to see if  
Greg Sacco’s Mind Control won the Allen Jerkens photo (he did)

“I always tried to do that. Never could.”
The Special’s Sean Clancy, complimenting Mike Smith’s strengths

“Now if you were just getting paid what the Labor Board says you should be paid.”
Trainer Mike Trombetta about The Special’s hours during Travers Weekend

“Who do you have to see to get an extra copy?”
Trainer Gary Sciacca, while taking a copy of The Special Saturday morning

“I read it in bed.”
Bill Farish about the Travers recap in The Special 

“You were a pup.”
Corinne Heiligbrodt, to Sean Clancy when hearing The Special started in 2001

“My dog had never been happier.”
Trainer George Weaver after doggie bags got 

mixed up and he wound up with an entire ribeye steak

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers: Catherine Galbraith, Ben Gowans, Paul Halloran,  
Terry Hill, Brandon Valvo.

Handicappers: Charles Bedard, John Shapazian, Rob Whitlock.

Design: Todd Koch.

Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush.

Distribution & More: Madeline Ellsworth. 
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Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
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thisishorseracing.com
Published Thursday through Sunday  

during the racing season. 
Plus Monday, Aug. 5 and Tuesday, Aug. 6.
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Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Look at this, 97 text messages. Oh, no, I just  
got quoted in the numbers section of The Special.”

Lane’s End Farm’s Bill Farish,  
after winning the Travers with Code Of Honor 

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

defeating Eclipse Champions 
GUN RUNNER, ACCELERATE,  

RUNHAPPY, etc.

1st Godolphin Mile-G2 
 2nd Forego S.-G1

 By SPEIGHTSTOWN  

1st Breeders’ Cup  
Dirt Mile-G1

World Class Miler

Look for  
1st Yearlings  

This Year

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“When we got to Louisville for the Breeders’ Cup, he started coughing, I was hoping against 
hope. That morning, I’m leaving the hotel and my son calls and says he’s got a 103 (degree 
temperature; normal is about 100), I was disappointed because I thought he was set up to run 
a big race in the Breeders’ Cup.”

Trainer Shug McGaughey about Code Of Honor 

“This horse is not that hard to train, he keeps himself well. Lexi (Peadon) who gets on him has 
done a heck of a job. She gets the number pretty much right, she got it wrong last fall one time, 
too slow, and she said it would never happen again. That’s what makes him easy, that’s why he’s 
the horse he is, because he doesn’t make any mistakes. It’s easy.”

McGaughey about Code Of Honor

“It’s just the most fantastic thing. In my mind, this is always the toughest race in the country, 
to have the horse do what he did is just more than what we can comprehend. Shug has done a 
terrific job with him. He has said all along, ‘We can get a heck of a kick out of this horse in the 
stretch.’ It was perfect.”

Owner/breeder Will Farish after Code Of Honor won the Travers 

“It hasn’t changed one bit, not one single bit. No way. It’s the beauty of horse racing, you plan, 
you plan, you plan. It’s been such a major part of my life, to pull this off here is just too much. 
Too freaking much.”

Farish, when asked if the feeling has changed over the years

“He’s pretty easy, he gets a position, you can squeeze him between horses, you can do anything 
with him. Look at the Derby, I was on the inside the whole way around, he’s an easy ride, just 
get him a good trip.”

John Velazquez about Code Of Honor before the Travers 

Tod Marks
Hey Hoser. Teodoro, who won Wednesday’s jump race, gets a faceful from a friend.

here&there...at Saratoga

Country Life Stallions

With 75 yearlings in his first crop, War Front’s stakes-winning 
son Mosler looks forward to his offspring debuting during the 
2020 racing season at Saratoga. 

Find out more at countrylifefarm.com
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

Saratoga Moments . . .
“The 2009 Woodward when Rachel Alexandra beat 
the boys. It was the last Saturday of the meet so there 
wasn’t a Travers crowd. There were like 23,000 people 
and the place was shaking as Rachel Alexandra came 
down the stretch. Macho Again was coming right up on 
her. The place was electric. That was the third time she 
had beaten the boys that year. Won the Preakness and 
the Haskell. She was a superstar, people loved her.” 

 Tim Wilkin, The Albany Times Union 

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.nicoma.com/
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The Chief . . . Day 30
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“I’ll never forget, when I ducked under the rail with Onion, my foot went down, it looked like the 
track was pretty dry, but underneath it would jiggle before it got to the bottom so I said to Vasquez, 
‘What do you think of the rail?’ He said, ‘No good,’ and that’s why he kept him 
three or four wide most of the way. He enticed him to go in there, when Tur-
cotte decided maybe he should get out, somebody was lapped on him. It was 
phenomenal how Vasquez figured it, he rode him as close as you can ride 
someone without touching him, it was amazing, 
you wouldn’t think you could be as big an artist. 
There’s no room between the two horses but he’s 
not bumping him.”

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE
At 2: Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf (G1)

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

sponsored by

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best performances.  

Code Of Honor: Answered any 
doubts in Travers triumph.

Covfefe: Because that Test slug-
fest was as good as it gets.

McKinzie: He can do it all, giving 
Baffert his first Whitney win.

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Shancelot.

Dunbar Road: Loved the mud 
in Alabama romp.

Midnight Bisou: Now that’s a 
proper horse race. Elate is 2B.

1.

2.
3.

Sistercharlie: Make that TWO 
Dianas for the champ.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Got Stormy: Even Fourstardave 
didn’t do what she did. 

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

The breeder of the horse with the 
Top Performance of 2019 receives 
a FREE 2020 breeding season to 
Oscar Performance. Good luck  
to all, and thanks for a great  
first season at stud.

And the  
Oscar goes to...

– Bred by Mt. Joy Stables, Pope McLean,  
Marc McLean & Pope McLean Jr.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

Nut house

http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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Mr. Smith goes to Saratoga
Mike Smith rode Midnight Bisou Saturday and 

has been on board for 14 of her 17 career starts (and 
all 11 of her wins). The 4-year-old filly, in line for an 
Eclipse Award barring something extraordinary from 
a rival, is unbeaten in six tries this year and has lost 
just four races with Smith. But don’t ask the Hall of 
Famer to rank her among the other top fillies and 
mares of his career. It would take way more analysis 
than Smith is prepared to do.

“I’m so blessed, man, I tell you,” he said Saturday. 
“These mares just keep coming. I don’t understand it. 
I wish I could figure it out . . . no, never mind, I don’t 
know why I said that. I don’t want to figure it out. 
Every time I think, ‘All right, what a run,’ another one 
comes along. They could have stopped seven mares ago. It’s just amazing.”

Smith’s roster of top distaff mounts could fill part of the Hall of Fame and includes 
Zenyatta, Royal Delta, Azeri, Heavenly Prize, Inside Information, Sky Beauty, Versailles 
Treaty, Songbird, Abel Tasman, Ajina, Jostle and others. The first six are Hall of Famers.

For context, people (writers) ask Smith to compare horses. It would be like asking 
Morgan Freeman to compare Shawshank Redemption to Driving Miss Daisy.

“They’re all unique in their own way, but the one thing they all have – besides a tre-
mendous amount of ability – is their intelligence level,” said Smith of the great ones he 
has ridden. “It’s so high. Their IQ is way higher than mine. They know how to win, and 
they want to win. They all want to, every one of them. They’ll get to that last horse for you, 
they’re determined to get there. I just point them in the right direction.”

– Joe Clancy

here&there...at Saratoga

Tod Marks
Midnight Bisou and Mike Smith roll out of the gate Saturday.

Tod Marks
Hall of Famer Mike Smith.

http://runforthehorses5k.com/
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TRAVERS DAY AFTER

...along with new Saratoga hero Code Of Honor 
at trainer Shug McGaughey’s barn Sunday morning.

The Travers Stakes winner’s blanket was the center of attention... 

Owned and bred by Will Farish, Code Of Honor took it 
easy mostly, but did find some time to fool around with 
groom Jorge Molina while keeping an eye on the action.

Sammy the barn cat was not sure what all the hoopla was about.

PHOTOS BY TOD MARKS
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Phil Bauer is winding down his third 
summer in upstate New York before he 
heads back to Churchill Downs. A for-
mer assistant to Ken McPeek, Bauer is 
the private trainer for Richard and Tam-
my Rigney’s Rigney Racing.

“I met Richard when I was with Ken-
ny McPeek,” Bauer said last week. “He 
had some horses with Kenny and want-
ed to do his own thing. We’ve been to-
gether since. I feel like things are starting 
to head the right direction.”

Bauer’s string returned to its normal 
spot on the Oklahoma behind the barns 
of Norm Casse and Mike Trombetta in 
Horse Haven. The Kentucky native has 
nine in Saratoga for the summer and 12 
back at Churchill.

Bauer registered his first Saratoga victory July 19 
and has added two more since.

“As is the case with any meet, things just set up 
well for us,” Bauer said. “Horses were coming in 
off good races, horses coming in fresh. It helps when 
you can be a little more aggressive with some.”

Bauer got off the pony after training last Wednes-
day morning and talked about his Saratoga string 
with The Special’s Ben Gowans. He appeared in last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Glenn DiSanto Stable Tour with 
The Little Guys and joins Ray Handal as the only 
trainers to make the jump to his own spot in this 
space. 

Fireball Shot: Better late than never. Five-year-old son of 
Street Cry, Bauer’s horse in The Little Guys tour last year, broke 
his maiden Aug. 11 before finishing fifth in an allowance two 
weeks later. “Finally got his maiden broken in his 19th start the 
other day. He always seemed to put in his try. In the Churchill 
race, he was a little short going a mile and a quarter off an 
eight-month layoff, that’s not ideal. He benefitted from a hot 
pace last time and took advantage of it.”

Fireball Jon: Bauer entered the 4-year-old for a claiming tag 
here Aug. 15, the first time since his debut in April 2018. Son 
of Gio Ponti finished third behind Sneakiness and new stable-
mate Majestic West. “He was third the other day. He’ll get a 
little break after that race. I’m proud of his effort. We’ve had a 
decent meet as far as horses running their races. He ran on to 
be a good third in a tough maiden 50. Richard flavors Fireball. 
He flavors a bunch of alcohol, spirits, flavored waters. He’s a 

flavor engineer, makes flavor concentrates. Fireball has been 
good to us.”

Johny’s Bobby: The first horse Rigney ever owned a part of 
was this 3-year-old colt’s dam Dream Empress. She won the 
Grade 1 Darley Alcibiades at 2 and he was hooked after that 
victory. “Third stall is Johny’s Bobby. He’s a homebred that 
we bought back out of the sale, had to dissolve a partnership. 
For $15,000, we thought it was a worth a shot. He’s been good 
to us, always seems to run his race and bring home a check. 
That’s all we can ask. Another horse who is dependent on cir-
cumstances but I’m never displeased with his efforts.”

Claytnthelionheart: The winner, times two. Son of Decla-
ration Of War broke his maiden July 19 to give Bauer his first 
Saratoga score and repeated in a starter allowance Aug. 22. 
Bauer thought the gelding would run well again and he did, 
gutting out the victory by a nose. Rigney bought the 3-year-old 
for $80,000 at the Fasig-Tipon July yearling sale. He finished 
fifth in his first start here last summer behind eventual Tra-
vers winner Code Of Honor. “He’s a horse that has improved 
since he won here. He’s put on a little weight and he’s doing 
really good. If you look at his 2-year-old form, he ran against 
some good horses. We had some bumps in the road, castrat-
ing helped his mind a little bit. He’s a happy horse right now.”

Majestic West: Bauer and Rigney went in for a rare claim 
and plucked this 3-year-old for $50,000 out of his debut Aug. 
15. Son of Quality Road showed early speed and stayed on 
for second. “Went ahead and castrated him. We’ll probably 
point toward September at Churchill with him. Excited about 
his effort. He’s a big, pretty, strong thing. We had dropped on 
a horse the day before that we didn’t get. Just trying to be 
aggressive, keep the same numbers. He looked like he had 

been working well and Mary and Gary West seem 
to be aggressive. It was either good to be really 
good or really bad. Richard is game to try and it 
worked out this time.”

Panforte Di Siena: Three-year-old son of 
Twirling Candy has finished fourth in his three 
starts. “He was fourth here earlier in the meet. 
We had a little hiccup after that. Most likely we’ll 
point for something in Kentucky in the fall. I be-
lieve the name comes from a dessert. Richard’s 
wife Tammy named him.” 

Luna’s In Charge: Rigney went to $140,000 
to purchase this 3-year-old son of Take Charge 
Indy at 2017 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July yearling 
sale. He returned off a seven-month layoff with a 
sixth here July 24 and improved to finish second 
in a 7-furlong maiden Aug. 10. He’s 7-2 in Fri-

day’s opener. “He’s our first New York-bred that we’ve brought 
up here. I’ve been pleased with his races here. It’s not the eas-
iest task going seven-eighths but we put him on the fast track 
and knew he needed a race. He gained some fitness and then 
ran hard last time. He should be one of the choices in there.”

Stop Shoppin Tammy: Daughter of Tapit and 2007 Grade 
1 Personal Ensign winner Miss Shop debuted Aug. 25. Gray 
filly was bet down to 2-1 second choice but was no match 
for runaway winner Wicked Whisper. She managed fourth 
and Bauer hopes she’ll improve with distance. “She’s improv-
ing every week and we’re going to enter to run Sunday. Dirt, 
three-quarters. Pedigree-wise and the way she trains, she’ll 
definitely go longer but we’ll give her a three-quarter heat and 
go from there. For a Tapit, she’s got a great mind. She’ll get 
an attitude every now and then but she’s a good-minded filly. 
Excited about her.”

Dialed In–Augusta Queen filly: Half-sister to stakes 
winner Wendell Fong purchased as a yearling by Rigney for 
$150,000. “Bill and Gene Recio break our babies and they were 
really high on her. She had a flake in an ankle right before she 
was going to ship up (from Kentucky) so we took that out. 
She’s gone two three-eighths up here. We’ll look toward the 
end of the fall. She acts like she’s going to be OK. She’s a nice 
athlete of a horse.”

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
Phil Bauer

Tod Marks
Trainer Phil Bauer (left) and Fireball Shot found the winner’s circle Aug. 11.

Read The Special online
thisishorseracing.com/print

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 65 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of  100 Grade 1 races. 

Some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D U B A I  WO R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY WO O D  T U R F  C U P

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N S T E R

T E S T

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

WO O D  M E M O R I A L

Congratulations to Come Dancing, owner Marc Holliday 
and trainer Carlos Martin on Saturday’s win in the Grade 1 BallerinaCONTRIBUTE.

You can help the NTRA’s 
federal legislative team 
advocate in Washington, 
D.C., by contributing to 
the  NTRA 1/4% Check-Off 
Program. 

Help us help horse 
racing in D.C.

www.SupportHorseRacing.org

For more than 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
http://www.engelatty.com/
http://fairhilletc.com/
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thank you  to our loyal breeders for 
the tremendous response on our 

incoming 3-t ime G1  winner .

The Mighty

New For 2020 .  BOOK FULL. 

Next:  Breeders’  cup

BY TOM LAW
Scott Leeds wanted to honor his 

grandfather and the brave men of the 
United States Navy Construction Bat-
talions, better known as Seabees. 

The owner did that when he gave 
a colt by Summer Front bought as 
a yearling for $105,000 the name 
Fighting Seabee. 

Then the Houston-based owner of 
Walking L Thoroughbreds took it a 
step further. 

“My grandfather was in World War 
II as a Naval Seabee so we named the 
horse after him,” Leeds said Wednes-
day at Saratoga Race Course. “As we 
got ready to run him we wanted to 
do something special since he’s such a 
special horse. So a part of the horse’s 
earnings go to the Seabee Historical 

Foundation and to the PTSD Founda-
tion of America.”

Fighting Seabee’s career and fund-
raising efforts started with a win in 
a $50,000 Ellis Park maiden race – 
worth $30,000 to Walking L – and 
continued with a victory Wednesday 
in the Grade 3 With Anticipation 
Stakes. The latest win, coming by 
a length over Field Pass under Bri-
an Hernandez Jr., added $82,500 to 
Fighting Seabee’s coffer and a little 
more for his beneficiaries. 

“For these two races, those guys 
have gotten some nice coin,” Leeds 
said. “They’re excited. The PTSD Tod Marks

Fighting Seabee (red silks) stretches for the finish in Wednesday’s feature.

WITH ANTICIPATION STAKES RECAP

For The Cause
Flying Seabee improves 
to 2-for-2 with Grade 3 score

Continued On Page 14 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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Save
the
date

Don’t  miss Maryland’s Day at the Races

www.MarylandMillion.com
Check out all the 2019 Maryland Million events

Maryland Million Village
The McKay Club or The Trackside Club
Purchase individual tickets or tables of ten~Quantities limited

The Maryland Million Village is trackside, fully catered,  with VIP mutuel 
windows and an open bar.  Guest receive complimentary valet parking and 

a VIP gift bag.  Railside table preference based on reservation date.

Visit www.MarylandMillion.com for details & purchasing

https://marylandmillion.com/
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For more information call Dan Kahn • 631-566-1110 • DK@PrivateJetProfessionals.com

SAFEST JETS . BEST VALUE

PLAN YOUR FALL/WINTER GETAWAY
FLORIDA • CARIBBEAN • WESTERN SKI CAPITALS to

Foundation is based in Houston where we live and 
in particular they’re pretty excited about the tie 
in. They don’t know anything about horses, knew 
nothing about it to start with, but they’re learning 
quick. They were probably all watching on FOX 
this afternoon.”

The crew back in Houston and elsewhere saw 
Fighting Seabee avoid a jam-up going into the first 
turn – thanks to speed at the start in the 1 1/16-
mile turf stakes for 2-year-olds – and enough fight 
in the end to fend off any late threats. Trained by 
Ken McPeek, Fighting Seabee won in 1:43.34. 

Fighting Seabee broke his maiden at Ellis Park 
July 6, five days before the Saratoga meet opened. 
McPeek, who keeps a sizable string at Saratoga but 
a majority of his runners in Kentucky, said going to 
Ellis came out of necessity. 

“This horse was ready before this meet start-
ed,” McPeek said. “We wanted to keep him at two 
turns. He’s been a horse that’s been really easy. 
We’ve been around enough young horses over the 
years to know that, the good ones, they just stand 
out. He’s never been outworked in the morning and 
up to now in the afternoon.”

McPeek prepped Fighting Seabee for his return 
with five breezes on the Oklahoma Training Track, 
including three on the turf. He breezed a bullet 

Aug. 4, going a half-mile in :47.40 on the grass go 
give another sign he’d be ready for the step into 
stakes company. 

Others signs popped up in the colt’s morning 
training.

“He just does everything right,” McPeek said, 
walking down the steps from the box seats to the 
winner’s circle. “He walks over here like he’s an 
8-year-old, not a 2-year-old.”

With Anticipation –
 Continued from page 12

Continued On Page 16 

Dave Harmon
Fighting Seabee (center) sets up early in the With Anticipation.

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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Hernandez, in from Kentucky for his lone 
mount at the meet to date, put Fighting Sea-
bee in position from the break between Fly Fly 
Away and Tuggle to his inside and Field pass 
to his outside. Our Country, the 6-5 favorite in 
the field of six, didn’t break well under Manny 
Franco and trailed early before moving up the 
inside.

Our Country continued to run up to his ri-
vals heading into the first turn while rank. He 
squeezed through a small opening at the inside, 
didn’t stay along the hedge and wound up forc-
ing Tuggle, Andesite and Field Pass out. 

Fly Fly Away and Fighting Seabee stayed out 
of the trouble and raced side-by-side around the 
first turn into the backstretch. Fighting Seabee 
put a head in front after a quarter in :24.21. 
He led by a half-length through the next split 
in :50.50. Fly Fly Away backed out first enter-
ing the far turn while Fighting Seabee opened 
up a 1-length edge over the eventual runner-up. 
Field Pass tried to make a run at the lead ap-
proaching the end of the bend, never could get 
in front and Fighting Seabee cut the corner a 
length clear. Fighting Seabee stayed on through 
the lane to win by that same margin. 

“Going into the first turn we were on the 

lead, I heard a couple guys holler back there 
but in a short field like that it happens,” Her-
nandez said. “Nobody wanted to go, they are 
all bunched up. Luckily we were on the right 
horse that was able to put us in a good posi-
tion. 

“I wanted to get away from there and put 
him in the right spot. Having the confidence in 
him, knowing if I gave him a good trip going 
around that first turn he’d take care of the rest 
of it for us. That’s how it worked out.”

McPeek and Leeds briefly considered the 
$500,000 Gainesway Farm Juvenile Saturday 
at Kentucky Downs for Fighting Seabee. They 
opted to stay in Saratoga for the With Antic-
ipation, preferring the two-turn configuration 
at Saratoga and after looking at the 70 nom-
inations for the 1-mile stakes for that track’s 
Opening Day card. 

“He loves it up here and we didn’t want to 
drop him back to one turn,” Leeds said. “And 
we were a little worried about getting in at 
Kentucky Downs this week, we had only won 
$30,000 and were like 30, 32 on the prefer-
ences on the nominations. Turns out we would 
have gotten in easy. But we said, ‘let’s go win 
the graded stakes, then we don’t have to wor-
ry about earnings again, we’re going to get in 
whatever race we want.’ ”

And add a little money to the accounts of 
the Seabee Historical Foundation and to the 
PTSD Foundation of America.

With Anticipation –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Fighting Seabee steps toward the winner’s circle.

“Springdale has been very good to me. It’s a great place for young horses and proven flat horses.”
– Hall of Fame trainer Jonathan Sheppard

Springdale Training Center
in beautiful Camden, S.C.
Stalls available. 
(803) 432-6513
carolina-cup.org

– Excellent turf gallops, two dirt tracks, miles of trails, starting gate, private barns with turnout paddocks etc.
– Winter home to Hall of Famers, champions, Grade 1 winners, high-class 2-year-olds and other Thoroughbred stars since 1930. 
– Forever Together, Informed Decision, With Anticipation and others trained at Springdale

Two Saratoga turf winners this week.

https://www.carolina-cup.org/
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Why buy the dream, 
when you can buy 
the reality.

TRITON STABLE  –  STAKES RACING PARTNERSHIP

MULTIPLE STAKES WINNER
GIRLS KNOW BEST

LINCOLN COLLINS
Lincoln@KernThoroughbreds.com

Call for More Info: 502-773-1989

JOE MILLER
Joe@KernThoroughbreds.com

Three-year old filly Indian Pride 
took awhile to get to the races, but 
she came with plenty of advance 
billing when she finally arrived. Af-
ter winning the fourth at Saratoga 
Wednesday, a 6-furlong maiden spe-
cial weight at odds of 3-5, the fanfare 
looked justified.

The Brereton Jones homebred 
broke well from post 4 and put up 
fractions of :22.19 and :45.36 be-
fore getting her cue and opening 5 
lengths in the stretch. She won by 8 
after 1:09.45 while Javier Castellano 
tapped the brakes. The victory fin-
ished a long road for the daughter 
of Proud Citizen, who impressed in 
early workouts at Saratoga and Bel-

mont Park last year before going to 
the sidelines with pneumonia. 

“She was acting like a very good 
filly last year as a 2-year-old and there 
was some talk about her that I think 
was probably well-deserved, but she 
got sick,” said Bret Jones, son of the 
owner and the head of bloodstock 
services at the family’s Airdrie Stud 
in Kentucky. “The group at Hag-
yard (veterinary hospital) and Airdrie 
nursed her through some very diffi-
cult times. We gave her as much time Tod Marks

Indian Pride cruises to a lopsided win in Wednesday’s fourth race.

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Winning the
Waiting Game
Indian Pride romps in maiden

Continued On Page 19 

https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
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as she needed and then a little more 
time after that.”

She ran Wednesday like she’d 
never left. The Chad Brown trainee 
trounced seven others, while living 
up to a pedigree that includes grad-
ed-stakes-winning half-sisters Biofuel 
and Tu Endie Wei plus two $400,000 
yearlings and a $625,000 2-year-old.

– Terry Hill and Joe Clancy

• Wednesday was Italian- and 
Irish-American Day at the track and 
– fittingly – the first race went to the 
Irish-bred, Italian-named steeplechas-
er Teodoro. He looked more like a Te-
starossa, running off to a huge lead at 
the start and winning the allowance 
hurdle by 33 3/4 lengths.

It wasn’t that close.
Trained for Rosbrian Farm by 

Ricky Hendriks, Teodoro won for the 
second time in three jump starts and 
stamped himself a potential player 
in future stakes events – along with 
38 1/2-length winner two weeks ago 
Snap Decision. Zanzi Win, also from 
the Hendriks barn, finished second, 
with Go Get The Basil third. Ross 
Geraghty rode the winner, a 5-year-
old son of Teofilo, and has the wind-
burns to prove it.

“It’s hard, because he just wants 
to pull,” the jockey said. “I try not to 
fight with him. I try and take a pull 
and just try to get him to slow down 
himself. If I get in a fight with him, 
he’s going to win (the fight) and then 
I’m going too fast. He’s not easy.”

He’s good though. Teodoro won 
a Group 3 in England for trainer 
Thomas Dascombe and came to the 
United States last fall for the Grade 
1 Turf Classic. Seventh there, the 
gelding joined trainer Tom Morley’s 
barn and was off the board in two 
turf stakes at Fair Grounds over the 
winter. Hendriks paid credit to train-
er (and former jump jockey) Chuck 
Lawrence for the tip on Teodoro as a 
jump prospect. 

“Hey, I think I’ve got a horse that 
might work for you guys,” Lawrence 
told his friend at Fair Hill Training 
Center one morning. “We’re not go-
ing to buy him because we don’t think 
he’s good enough to win the 2-mile 
race at Belmont on Belmont Day.”

Hendriks listened, had Geraghty 

look up the horse’s record and flew to 
New Orleans with Rosbrian’s George 
Mahoney. The owner brought a check 
and Teodoro had a new career path. 
He made his first start over jumps 
in April, and was second after lead-
ing early. In late May at Fair Hill, he 
won by 14 lengths while leading every 
step. He improved again Wednesday.

“I’ve got to give credit to Naum 
Santiago who gallops him every day 
at home,” Hendriks said. “He’s not 
easy. He got a foot bruise at home 
because the ground got hard. We 
brought him up here and jogged for 
two weeks and he was great. One day 
we decided to turn him around and 
let him gallop. He was on the truck 
going back home that day. You can 
gallop him up the hill at home, but he 
gets pretty strong. At the track he’d 
be really hard to deal with every day.”

Hendriks sees promise, for obvious 
reasons, but also likes to see the pro-
gression. 

“Sara Gartland did dressage work 
with the horse at home and that’s 
helped him too,” the trainer said. “It 
got him in a frame and he’s able to do 
more now. I think that’s why Ross is 
able to hold him more now. Ross had 
him today and you see him shorten 
stride and jump better now.”

– Joe Clancy

• Bill Parcells, best known for 
leading the New York Giants to two 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 18

Continued On Page 20 

Tod Marks
Teodoro makes it look easy in the first.

http://www.brisnet.com/saratoga
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Saturday, auguSt 31, 2019
Orenda Pavilion • Saratoga Spa State Park

All proceeds benefit rescued and 
retired Thoroughbred racehorses

Meet former racehorses •   Canine division 
Kids Fun Run •   Walkers welcome 
USATF certified 5K course

pre-regiSter online: www.trfinc.org
inFo: 518-226-0028

RegiStRatiOn  Pre-race $25  Race day $30

Check-in
7:00 am

Kids Fun Run
Start time 8:00 am

5K Race
Start time 8:30 am 

Run for the
  Horses
     5K 

10th ANNUAL

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a
Super Bowl titles, applies the same 
methods of coaching football to race-
horse ownership. 

“There’s a lot of similarities, people 
wouldn’t believe that, but there are,” 
said Parcells. “They’re athletes. If a 
horse doesn’t remind you of a horse 
you’ve had success with, they proba-
bly don’t have it. Same with football. 
If he doesn’t remind you of some oth-
er player you’ve had success with, I 
probably wouldn’t pick them.” 

Moonachie fit the bill at the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-
old sale. The son of Central Banker 
out of Freud mare Making A Point, 
sold for a $85,000 tag and went to 
trainer Jeremiah Englehart for Par-
cell’s August Dawn Farm.

“He just had that type,” said En-
glehart. “Travis Durr and I went and 
looked at him and he just had that 
look you wanted to see, looked like a 
racehorse. Central Banker has been a 
really nice sire, all around, not just for 
New York-breds. He might be able to 
do anything. He’s got the nice make-
up. He doesn’t look like just a sprint-
er. He looks like a classic-style horse.”

Breaking his maiden as a first-

time starter in Wednesday’s sixth, 
Moonachie led from the start under 
Jose Ortiz on the way to a 10-length 
victory over Unrelenting Force. He 
won in 1:10.78.

“He’s been training well,” En-
glehart said. “Jose has worked him 
a couple times and he’s liked him, 
which always gives me confidence be-
cause he sits on a lot of nice horses. I 
know that once he got out clean and 
Jose got him in a really nice rhythm in 
a nice spot he would be tough from 
there.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• Owner Michael Dubb and train-
er Rudy Rodriguez were rewarded for 
their patience when the latter recom-
mended holding off on running Dark 
Money earlier in the meet.

“We claimed him back in Bel-
mont,” Rodriguez said. “We were 
ready to run him here when the meet 
opened. He got a little sick on me. So 
I just had to tell Michael to give me 
the opportunity to back off a little 
bit, come back and regroup. Michael 
has been in the game so long that he’s 
easy to talk to when the horses get 
sick a little bit. 

“When you come to Saratoga you 
don’t want those things to happen, 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 19

Continued On Page 21 

Tod Marks
Moonachie leads everybody in the stretch of Wednesday’s sixth race.

http://runforthehorses5k.com/
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

but thank god we were patient with 
him and he came back and won.” 

The son of Central Banker im-
proved to 3-for-7 and $82,913 in 
earnings after winning the eighth, a 
6-furlong starter allowance on the 
main track. 

Dark Money was claimed by Dubb 
off a win at Belmont June 29. He won 
that day on the lead and came from 
off the pace in his 3-length win under 
Irad Ortiz Jr. Wednesday.

“The last time, when we claimed 
him he went to the lead and he was 
very comfortable,” said Rodriguez. 
“Irad is one of the top riders in the 
world so I told him to just play it by 
ear. He saw the one going so he just 
sat and waited. And to watch him win 
like that, I’m just happy to involved in 
the winning group.

“He’s got a lot of conditions left. 
He’s still a baby, he’s only a 3-year-
old. He’s got everything ahead of him 
so we’ll just see how he moves on.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Dark Money digs in late to win the eighth.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ..................................36
Todd Pletcher ................................15
Steve Asmussen ...........................13
Christophe Clement .......................11
Jeremiah Englehart .......................11
Danny Gargan ...............................11
Jason Servis .................................10
Linda Rice .....................................10
Mark Casse .....................................9
Bill Mott ..........................................9

JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Jose Ortiz ......................................51
Irad Ortiz Jr.  .................................46
Javier Castellano ...........................34
Luis Saez .......................................30
Joel Rosario ..................................27
Jose Lezcano ................................20
Junior Alvarado .............................19
Manny Franco ...............................16
Ricardo Santana Jr. .......................16
John Velazquez  ............................16

Through Wednesday
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Wednesday August 28.

FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M
3 Teodoro (IRE) R. Geraghty $3.50 $3.00 $2.90
4 Zanzi Win (FR) M. Mitchell  $9.10 $5.60
2 Go Get the Basil J. Doyle   $3.30
Ch G 2014, by Teofilo (IRE) - Altesse Imperiale (IRE) by Rock of Gi-
braltar (IRE)
Owner: Rosbrian Farm. Trainer: Richard Hendriks. 
Breeder: John Connaughton (IRE). Time: 4:29.25
Exacta (3-4), $15.50; Superfecta (3-4-2-1), $29.55; Trifecta (3-4-2), 
$35.37

SECOND $52,000, SOC $25,000-$14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
1 Jump for Joy I. Ortiz, Jr. $3.90 $2.60 $2.10
5 Le Weekend R. Santana, Jr.  $3.20 $2.20
4 Mo Flash C. Landeros   $2.20
B Mare 2013, by Jump Start - Raise the Kitty by Kitten’s Joy
Owner: Amendola, Robert, J.. Trainer: Mertkan Kantarmaci. 
Breeder: Ed Stanco (PA). Late Scratches: Amanda Lane
Claimed: Le Weekend claimed by Ryan, Daniel M. for $25,000, Mo 
Flash claimed by Brown, Ronald A. for $25,000
Time: 1:10.82
Daily Double (3-1), $4.05; Exacta (1-5), $5.70; Quinella (1-5), $3.55; 
Superfecta (1-5-4-6), $1.82; Trifecta (1-5-4), $4.65

THIRD $83,000, NY-BRED AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
9 War Canoe K. Carmouche $10.00 $4.40 $3.00
6 Classic Lady M. Franco  $3.30 $2.70
8 Out of Trouble J. Castellano   $3.50
B Mare 2013, by Lemon Drop Kid - Gdansking Queen by Langfuhr
Owner: R. A. Hill Stable. Trainer: Danny Gargan. 
Breeder: TIC Racing Stable (NY).
Late Scratches: Cartwheel, Beyond Discreet
Claimed: War Canoe claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $40,000
Time: 1:40.16
Daily Double (1-9), $6.80; Exacta (9-6), $12.60; Superfecta (9-6-8-3), 
$25.25; Trifecta (9-6-8), $29.87; Pic 3 (3-1-9), $16.30

FOURTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
4 Indian Pride J. Castellano $3.20 $2.60 $2.10
8 Rapido Gatta J. Ortiz  $3.10 $2.30
3 Doll Collection J. Velazquez   $2.40
B Filly 2016, by Proud Citizen - Ms. Cornstalk by Indian Charlie
Owner: Jones, Brereton, C.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Brereton C. Jones (KY). Time: 1:09.45
Daily Double (9-4), $10.60; Exacta (4-8), $5.40; Quinella (4-8), $3.75; 
Superfecta (4-8-3-1), $8.12; Trifecta (4-8-3), $6.90; Pic 3 (1-9-4), 
$19.00

FIFTH $65,000, CLAIMING $40,000-$35,000, 3 YO, 1M
10 O’Malley J. Ortiz $9.20 $5.10 $4.20
1 Trixie’s Time D. Davis  $11.80 $8.00
5 Alvernia E. Cancel   $12.20
B Filly 2016, by More Than Ready - Mizzen Donald by Mizzen Mast
Owner: Three Diamonds Farm. Trainer: Michael Maker. 
Breeder: Gunpowder Farms LLC (KY). Time: 1:36.17
Late Scratches: Bustin Scones, Chillinwithfriends, Tula
Claimed: O’Malley claimed by Mr. Amore Stable for $40,000, Decorat-
ed Ace claimed by CJ Thoroughbreds for $40,000
Daily Double (4-10), $6.20; Exacta (10-1), $49.75; Superfecta (10-1-
5-9), $931.85; Trifecta (10-1-5), $453.00; Pic 3 (9-4-10), $69.75

SIXTH $78,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
3 Moonachie J. Ortiz $10.40 $6.50 $5.50
1 Unrelenting Force J. Alvarado  $43.60 $19.20
10 Chowda E. Cancel   $13.20
Ch Gelding 2017, by Central Banker - Making a Point by Freud
Owner: August Dawn Farm. Trainer: Jeremiah Englehart. 
Breeder: McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds & Dean Purdom (NY).
Late Scratches: Forever Wicked
Time: 1:10.78
Daily Double (10-3), $19.50; Exacta (3-1), $228.00; Superfecta (3-1-
10-8), $3,109.20; Trifecta (3-1-10), $1,654.00; Pic 3 (4-10-3), $41.25; 
Pic 4 (9-4-10-3), $159.50; Pic 5 (1/3-9-4-10-3), $239.50

SEVENTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5 Jazzique (IRE) I. Ortiz, Jr. $17.40 $7.80 $6.00
6 Selflessly J. Castellano  $5.50 $4.50
9 Tulanian J. Alvarado   $12.40
B Filly 2017, by Kingman (GB) - Love To Dance (IRE) by Sadler’s Wells
Owner: Alpha Delta Stables. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Alpha Delta Stables (IRE).
Late Scratches: Laughable, Giggle Factory, Myfirstexwife, Mom’s 
Pass, Boston Beauties (IRE)
Time: 1:03.17
Daily Double (3-5), $33.50; Exacta (5-6), $29.00; Superfecta (5-6-9-
1), $418.70; Trifecta (5-6-9), $247.25; Pic 3 (10-3-5), $128.50

EIGHTH $60,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 & UP, 6F
2 Dark Money I. Ortiz, Jr. $4.80 $3.60 $2.90
4 Four Freedoms J. Alvarado  $6.30 $4.10
1 El Asesino M. Franco   $3.20
B Gelding 2016, by Central Banker - Candelabra by Purge
Owner: Dubb, Michael. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: Cedar Meadow, Inc. (NY). Late Scratches: Hardcore Folklore
Time: 1:09.51
Daily Double (5-2), $20.60; Exacta (2-4), $16.90; Superfecta (2-4-1-
7), $16.85; Trifecta (2-4-1), $32.37; Pic 3 (3-5-2), $95.00

NINTH $150,000, STAKES - WITH ANTICIPATION S., 2 YO, 1 1/16M
4 Fighting Seabee B. Hernandez, Jr. $12.60 $6.70 $4.10
8 Field Pass L. Saez  $4.70 $3.40
7 Andesite J. Castellano   $3.80
B Colt 2017, by Summer Front - Broke N Dixie by Broken Vow
Owner: Walking L Thoroughbreds. Trainer: Kenneth McPeek. 
Breeder: Gestut Zur Kuste AG (KY).
Late Scratches: Eagerly, Jack the Ripper (FR). Time: 1:43.34
Daily Double (2-4), $32.50; Exacta (4-8), $36.75; Superfecta (4-8-7-
2), $60.20; Trifecta (4-8-7), $105.00; Pic 3 (5-2-4), $145.25; Grand 
slam (1/3/10-5/6/9-1/2/4-4), $198.75

TENTH $48,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 & UP, 5 1/2F
6 Mike’s Girl K. Carmouche $5.30 $2.90 $2.40
5 Winifred J J. Ortiz  $3.40 $2.80
1 Amazing Zero R. Maragh   $3.80
Dk B/ Br Filly 2016, by Scat Daddy - Salt Water Reign by Salt Lake
Owner: Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc.. Trainer: Danny Gargan. 
Breeder: Hibiscus Stables (NY).
Late Scratches: Beans N Rice, Here Comes Meg, Mz Seb Pat, Vevey
Claimed: Winifred J claimed by C R Thoroughbreds for $40,000
Time: 1:02.83
Daily Double (4-6), $31.50; Exacta (6-5), $8.20; Superfecta (6-5-1-
14), $53.35; Trifecta (6-5-1), $22.00; Consolation Double (4-4), $7.10; 
Pic 3 (2-4-6), $102.75;  (2-4-4), $27.25; Pic 4 (5-2/3-4-3/4/6/12/13), 
$361.25; Pic 5 (3-5-2/3-4-3/4/6/12/13), $1,270.00;  (10-3-5-2/3-4-
3/4/6/12/13), $2,461.20

Paid Attendance: 20,203.
On Track Handle: $2,309,273. 
All Sources Handle: $11,132,344.

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

http://fairhillfoundation.org/turf/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

BY CATHERINE GALBRAITH
English Breeze looked out of her stall in David 

Donk’s shedrow Wednesday morning at Sarato-
ga Race Course, watching her stablemates on the 
wash pad and surveying the morning sets returning 
from the main track. 

The English Channel filly with big ears quickly 
identified the crinkle of a peppermint wrapper and 
came to her webbing in search of a treat. She takes 
on six opponents in today’s $100,000 P.G. Johnson 
Stakes on the turf, fresh from a maiden win at Sara-
toga Aug. 14. She wore blinkers in her debut and 
wears them again today.

“I put blinkers on her the first time because she 
was a little shy about other horses in the morn-
ing and I worked her in them last time I worked 
her,” Donk said between morning sets. “I debated 
it probably an hour up to the race because I really 
don’t like to run a 2-year-old first-time in blinkers. 
But I did, and I’m glad that I did because she was 
pretty green in the race. 

“She was obviously visually pretty impressive 
(in her last start), but this is a big step. One, it’s 
open company; two, it’s in a stake. But there aren’t 
any other options the rest of the year anyways. She 
came out of the race really well. We’re going to find 
out where we stand and stack up with everyone.”

English Breeze came from off the pace to win her 
debut by 4 3/4 lengths over Sainte Mere Eglise. The 
daughter of English Channel breaks from post 7 to-
day for Manny Franco and Donk hopes the race 
sets up similar to her first start.

“It looks like there’s plenty of pace in the race 

so I don’t think that’s any issue,” Donk said. “She’s 
not going to be in the lead anyway. I’ll let Manny 
do his thing, let her be comfortable where she plac-
es herself.”

A buyback on a final bid of $37,000 at the 2018 
Keeneland September yearling sale, the filly out 
of the North Light mare Dreaming Of Cara was 
privately purchased by Marette Farrell for owner 
Richard Munk of Funky Munky Enterprises. After 
getting started in Florida, the New York-bred filly 
shipped north to Donk. 

“She’s a filly that was bought inexpensively 
during Keeneland September by Marette,” said 
Donk. “She does a lot of bloodstock work for 
me and bought this filly for Rich. A big credit to 

her, the filly went to Patrick Hoppel in Ocala who 
breaks and trains horses for a couple of our clients. 
They did a great job with her. 

“She came to me being a pretty simple filly to be 
around. I have a few fillies that are useful that I’ve 
all kind of trained together. (English Breeze) trained 
well enough to run on the dirt but she’s by English 
Channel so I thought it would be the right move to 
get her on the grass and see what we had.”

English Breeze is the 5-1 third choice on the 
morning line behind 9-5 favorite Sweet Melania for 
trainer Todd Pletcher and 3-1 second choice Crys-
talle for John Kimmel. 

Tod Marks
New York-bred English Breeze ventures into stakes company today.

Big Gust
NY-bred English Breeze 
steps into open company

P. G. JOHNSON STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 25 

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

Kimmel sat in a golf cart with his 
dog Peanut, surveying sets coming 
back from the main track after the 
break Wednesday morning. The small 
oasis on the main track that houses 
Kimmel’s Saratoga string is home to 
Crystalle, a daughter of Palace Malice 
disqualified from her maiden victory 
Aug. 4. Stewards ruled Crystalle in-
terfered with the second- and third-
place runners in her 1 1/16-mile turf 
maiden race and placed her third. 

“She’s obviously a winner,” Kim-
mel said. “I thought that was a ques-
tionable disqualification. Hopeful-
ly we move forward and it’s good 
enough and she has the same sort of 
kick that she had the first time, keeps 
out of trouble. She should be very 
competitive and hopefully she can get 
the job done that she didn’t get credit 
for the first time.”

Kimmel hopes the stakes try serves 
as a gauge for the filly owned by To-
bey Morton and Chuck Hovitz. The 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf at 
Santa Anita Park Nov. 1 might be a 
long-range target if she fares well to-
day. 

“There are limited opportunities to 

run in these stakes between now and 
November 1,” said Kimmel. “You 
start to wonder if your horse is good 
enough so I’m going to treat it as if she 
had broken her maiden. If she doesn’t 
show me that she’s eligible we can 
always go back into another maiden 
race some point down the road.

“Right now, we’re going to see her 
level of quality. If she shows me she’s 
good enough to progress forward, 
that’s really what this race is going 
to tell us. She looks very good as far 
as looking at the past performances. 
They are very young, inexperienced 
horses and those kind of horses have 
the tendency to improve in their sec-
ond or third starts.” 

Joel Rosario takes the call for Kim-
mel, taking over for Chris Landeros. 

“He’s not been on her, but she’s 
pretty straightforward and he’s a 
world-class rider,” Kimmel said. 

Sweet Melania, a daughter of 
American Pharoah owned by Rob-
ert and Lawana Low, comes into the 
P.G. Johnson off a maiden victory in 
her turf debut July 14 at Saratoga. 
She made her first two starts on dirt, 
finishing third in maiden races at Bel-
mont and Monmouth Park. 

Lucky Jingle, Sunset Promise, Gin-
seng, Apurate and Lively Kitten com-
plete the field. 

Johnson –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Crystalle, disqualified from a win Aug. 4, returns in P.G. Johnson.

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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Thursday, August 29.

1ST (1:00PM). $78,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tequila Fog ..................... C. Landeros ..................... D. Magner .................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Aubrey Tate .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. N. Casse ....................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Surprise Arrival .............. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker .................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............More Glitter .................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Irish Danzing .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Bingolina ........................ D. Davis ........................... J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Barker Lane .................... H. Harkie .......................... E. Barker .................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Keypit ............................. J. Lezcano ....................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Ama Is a Rock ................ E. Cancel .......................... G. Sciacca .................. 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Welsh Gold..................... L. Saez ............................. G. Sacco ..................... 10-1
11..... AE..........E Z for You to Say .......... H. Harkie .......................... P. Quick ...................... 12-1
12..... AE..........Playtone ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. E. Kenneally .................. 5-1
13..... AE..........Sister Beauty .................. K. Carmouche .................. G. Contessa ................ 10-1

2ND (1:34PM). $83,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Minsky Moment ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 3-1
2  ..... MTO ......Vincento ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Evaluator ........................ J. Alvarado ...................... H. Bond ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Ides of Arch.................... D. Davis ........................... B. Levine .................... 15-1
5  ..... MTO ......Peter’s Project ................ . Rider TBA ...................... J. Englehart ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Cross Border .................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-5
7  ..... 7 ............We Should Talk .............. C. Landeros ..................... G. Gullo ........................ 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Riendo ........................... K. Carmouche .................. R. Schosberg ............. 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Gambler’s Fallacy ........... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2

3RD (2:06PM). $42,000, CLM $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Camorra ......................... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 4-5
2  ..... 2 ............Tequila Sunday ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Klesaris .................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Blissful Breeze ................ B. Hernandez ................... L. Miranda .................. 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Parlapiano ...................... H. Harkie .......................... P. Quick ...................... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Offlee Irish ..................... L. Reyes .......................... J. Falk ......................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tayler’s the Boss ............ J. Martinez ....................... L. Miranda .................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Golden Vale .................... E. Cancel .......................... R. Vetter ....................... 5-1

4TH (2:38PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Game Boy Benny ............ R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Weaver..................... 5-1
2  ..... MTO ......Sneakiness ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Seven Gems ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Klesaris .................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............He Iz Gone ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... C. Clement.................. 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Tenure ............................ J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Lundqvist ....................... L. Saez ............................. J. Terranova II .............. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Surge Pricing ................. J. Castellano .................... E. Kenneally .................. 9-2
8  ..... 8 ............Wild One Forever ........... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 4-1

5TH (3:10PM). $35,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Business Cycle ............... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 1-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bronxville ....................... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ..................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Call the Cat ..................... D. Davis ........................... G. Sciacca .................. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............One More Tom ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Klesaris .................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mandatory Payout .......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Inclunation ..................... L. Reyes .......................... M. Kantarmaci ............ 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Major Flirt ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Bustin Mach Four ........... J. Rosario ........................ A. Avila ....................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Straphanger ................... M. Luzzi ........................... E. Barker .................... 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Coach Villa ..................... J. Martinez ....................... N. Zito ........................ 15-1

6TH (3:42PM). $78,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Pendolino ....................... E. Cancel .......................... T. Hills ........................ 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Tossup ........................... D. Davis ........................... P. Kelly ....................... 15-1

3  ..... 3 ............Fight On Lucy ................. B. Hernandez ................... P. Kelly ....................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Finlee ............................. H. Harkie .......................... M. Coffey.................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Kitty Therapy .................. R. Maragh ........................ M. Nevin ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stunning Beauty ............. M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ...................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lead Guitar .................... L. Saez ............................. G. Weaver..................... 1-1
8  ..... 8 ............Corey Scores .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 4-1
9  ..... 9 ............Plink Freud ..................... J. Rosario ........................ T. Bush ......................... 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Trumpit .......................... C. Landeros ..................... G. Gullo ...................... 12-1
11..... MTO ......Queenofeverything ......... D. Davis ........................... H. Bond ........................ 6-5

7TH (4:14PM). $78,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Imincomunicado ............ J. Lezcano ....................... D. Ryan ........................ 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Top Hat Invasion ............ A. Worrie ......................... J. Englehart ................ 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Kefaliani ......................... D. Davis ........................... C. Baker ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Myawaya ........................ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Smokin Hot Kiss ............ E. Cancel .......................... M. Coffey.................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Bok Choy ........................ L. Saez ............................. R. Lerman .................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bellamy Bigs .................. M. Luzzi ........................... E. Davis ...................... 30-1
8  ..... 8 ............Saratoga Beauty ............. P. Lopez ........................... P. McBurney ................. 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............Canarsie Angel ............... K. Carmouche .................. L. Dixon ........................ 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Courageous Girl ............. M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 8-1
11..... AE..........Critical Value .................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Englehart .................. 2-1
12..... AE..........Rewarded ....................... M. Franco ........................ M. Lauer ..................... 20-1
13..... AE..........Bella Invasion ................. H. Harkie .......................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
14..... AE..........Mebs Web ...................... J. Martinez ....................... N. Zito ........................ 15-1

8TH (4:46PM). $70,000, SOC $50,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Ruler of the Nile ............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Lauer ....................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Majestic Affair ................ M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............American Power ............. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Ray’swarrior ................... P. Lopez ........................... J. Servis ....................... 8-5
5  ..... 5 ............Mr. Dougie Fresh ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Monteleone .................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice ........................ 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Missle Bomb .................. K. Carmouche .................. J. Toscano, Jr. ............ 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............California Night .............. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............H Man ............................ L. Reyes .......................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1

9TH (5:18PM). $100,000, STK - THE P. G. JOHNSON, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Lucky Jingle ................... R. Maragh ........................ H. Motion ................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Sunset Promise .............. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Ginseng .......................... J. Castellano .................... B. Cox .......................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Apurate .......................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lively Kitten ................... A. Adorno ........................ D. Velazquez ............... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Crystalle ......................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Kimmel ..................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............English Breeze ................ M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Sweet Melania ................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 9-5

10TH (5:50PM). $48,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Don’t Tell Flora ............... P. Lopez ........................... J. Ryerson .................. 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Miss Ross ...................... D. Davis ........................... B. Levine .................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Rare Gift ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart ................ 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tax Me Naught ............... N. Alvarado ...................... L. Dixon ...................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Eighty Seven North ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Freudycatfever ............... J. Alvarado ...................... H. Bond ...................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Fusi ................................ M. Franco ........................ R. Atras ........................ 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Low Is Laine ................... B. Hernandez ................... G. Sciacca .................. 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Molly’s Nighthawk .......... C. Landeros ..................... J. Kimmel ..................... 4-1
10..... 10 ..........Frosty Linz ..................... L. Reyes .......................... D. Schettino ................. 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Bull Feathers .................. S. Jimenez ....................... B. Dunham ................. 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Gunboat Diplomacy ........ L. Saez ............................. B. Brown .................... 12-1
13..... AE..........Ideational ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
14..... MTO ......Two Graces .................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Ryerson .................... 5-2
15..... MTO ......Disquiet .......................... J. Martinez ....................... R. Ribaudo ................. 12-1
16..... MTO ......Summer Fantasy ............ M. Luzzi ........................... J. Englehart ................ 10-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Duke Johnson, a racing fan for 35 years and an 

annual visitor to Saratoga Race Course. A resident of Bay Ridge in Brooklyn, Duke 
is professionally involved in the snow sport and golf industries. Sunday, Don King 
picked two winners. *The guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only 
The Special’s regular handicappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicappers of 2019: Joe Burke and Scott Coles with five wins.  
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Xpressbet Customers have Access to the XBTV Workout 
Report, featuring Workouts for Today’s Contenders!

 
Log In to your Xpressbet account to see the report. 

Sign Up at Xpressbet.com/SPECIAL.

https://www.xpressbet.com/special
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BY TERRY HILL
The “Women in Racing” exhibition will be at the 

National Museum of Racing for the rest of the year and 
should not be missed.

“I’m really happy that I’m the one that gets to put 
this exhibition on,” said Victoria Reisman, the mu-
seum’s curator as she provided a personal tour of the 
show. “The idea’s been around for 20 years or so and 
two curators before me started work on it. I’m indebted 
to their initial research so I didn’t have to start totally 
from scratch.”

The exhibition is educational and fascinating – some-
times even thrilling – and although it is “history,” some Tod Marks

Rosie Napravnik is part of the Women in Racing exhibit at the racing museum.

‘This one’s 
for the girls’
Women in Racing get 
their due at museum

Continued On Page 29 

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
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of it is so recent that we were there for 
the moments.

Anyone who watched the 1990 
Kentucky Derby will remember train-
er Carl Nafzger standing right by Un-
bridled’s owner, the universally loved 
Frances Genter, throughout the race.

Genter was 92, and her failing eye-
sight meant she couldn’t see the race, 
so Nafzger called the colt’s progress 
throughout. When Unbridled en-
tered the stretch, fourth but gaining, 
Nafzger couldn’t control his excite-
ment:

“He’s on the lead now and he’s go-
ing to win! He’s going to win!! He’s 
going to win!! He’s going to win!! 
He’s a winner!!!” My computer has 
a finite number of exclamation points 
so I am unable to accurately punctu-
ate Nafzger’s call. Maybe you should 
watch it on YouTube to get a feel for 
what many consider one of the great-
est moments in racing history.

And right there in the exhibition 
is the actual black pill box hat we all 
saw Genter wearing that day as she 
listened to Nafzger’s call and later ac-
cepted the Derby trophy.

Though the exhibition is a small 
one, that’s just one of the many sto-
ries there chronicling the pioneering 
women that refused to give up on 
their dreams just because racing was 
supposedly a “men’s club.”

There’s the story of Kathy Kusner 
who had to go to court to become the 
first licensed female jockey. In giving 
his opinion in 1968 that he ruled in 
her favor, Judge Ernest Loveless stat-
ed, “Throughout this case there is an 
omnipresent feeling that horse-rac-
ing circles would be in jeopardy if 
females were allowed to participate 
as jockeys. Although, at the outset of 
the record it was stipulated that sex, 
defined as being female, was not an 
issue, we nonetheless feel that it was 
the only issue.” 

Think of all the terrific women 
jockeys. There are Robyn Smith, Julie 
Krone, Chantal Sutherland, Tammi 
Piermarini (who won a race here Aug. 
14) and my own personal favorite, 
Rosie Napravnik.

She gets due mention in this exhi-
bition. I loved watching her in action 

Women –
 Continued from page 28

Continued On Page 30 
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at Saratoga. (Personal disclosure: I 
have only three jockeys’ autographs: 
Ted Atkinson, Willie Shoemaker and 
Rosie.) In the exhibition, there’s a pic-
ture of her winning the Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff with Untapable in 2014. What 
they don’t show (but once again, you 
can see it all on YouTube) is the post-
race interview.

In it she announces she is retiring 
at age 26. This after just winning the 
Distaff. With her mother in the win-
ner’s circle, Rosie surprises us all by 
saying she was starting a family.

It was great theater. How many 
jockeys get to tell the world on na-
tional television that they’re going to 
have a baby? Eddie Arcaro never did.

Among her many “firsts,” Rosie 
was the first female jockey to ride in 
all three Triple Crown races. 

I’ve only mentioned a few of the 
highlighted personalities in the exhi-
bition but I hope you get a sense of 
the nuggets there. 

I especially liked the “women in 
horse racing media” section which 
features several familiar names includ-
ing photographer Barbara Livingston, 
commentator Maggie Wolfendale 
and TVG racing personality Gabby 
Gaudet. 

“Women in Racing” is coupled 
at the museum with a great one-
room mini-exhibit called “Fabulous 
and Fast,” which highlights some of 
the female horses in the Hall of Fame. 
See both shows. If you’re a woman, 
you ought to be inspired. If you’re a 
man, well, you ought to be inspired.

Graded SWs on the flat & over jumps… 
FIVE SWs this year!
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Question 

Answer

When Saratoga 
 is over,  

what do I do?

I look  
at horses.

KEENELAND  
September 

• • •
TATTERSALLS  

Horses of Racing Age

And Other Sales Around the World

Women –
 Continued from page 29

Let me explain
For those who may be upset that I use the word “girls” instead of “wom-

en” in the heading of this review, I would ask that you blame it all on Mar-
tina McBride. Her country song, whose title I’ve borrowed for this column, 
has become something of a feminist anthem in the 15 years since its release. 
Helen Reddy’s “I Am Woman” did 30 the same years earlier.

You can argue about which is the better anthem, but as a writer, I must 
insist that Martina’s is the much better song. There are probably more wom-
en my age with a soft spot for “I Am Woman” than for Martina, but let the 
lyrics decide.

Compare Martina’s description of a 25-year-old girl “living on dreams 
and Spaghetti-Os” (a terrific line) with Helen’s “But I’m still an embryo / 
with a long, long way to go.” Really?

Robert Frost said that one way to unmask bad poetry was to look at two 
rhymed words in a poem and ask yourself which one the poet came up with 
first. And then which did he search for later to go with it. If the answer is 
obvious to you, it’s bad poetry.

Now use that test on “long way to go” and “embryo.”
But even if you don’t come to the same conclusion, we can agree that un-

der no circumstances should the word “embryo” ever appear in a pop song.
This is in no way meant to dis Helen. She is only given co-writing credit 

on “I Am Woman,” and I am totally willing to concede that “embryo” was 
probably written by her male writing partner.

– Terry Hill

Join Up
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

General and Equine Practice of Law 

20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell · 516 352-6853 office
jdmol@aol.com
Licensed New York and New Jersey
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Sometimes, the stuff you don’t use is as good as 
the stuff you do use. Saturday’s stakes-filled card at 
Saratoga Race Course yielded plenty of stories, and 
plenty more that didn’t make the Sunday paper.

I covered the Personal Ensign, mostly by luck of 
the head bob as Tom Law and I tag-teamed the early 
reporting. He went with Elate’s people. I went with 
Midnight Bisou’s. Just like the horse, I won a photo 
and – after following Jeff Bloom through his pre-
race steps from paddock to box seats to winner’s 
circle – had a cool story to tell.

But there’s always more.
Bloom purchased Midnight Bisou for $80,000 as 

a 2-year-old. For the Bloom Racing Stable partner-
ship and Allen Racing, she lost her first two races 
by a nose each, won a Grade 2 stakes in her third 
start, became a Grade 1 winner in her fifth trip to 
the gate. That alone would have exceeded expec-
tations, but the story continues to be told. Bloom 
sold an interest to Madaket Stable after a third in 
the Kentucky Oaks last year, and she has since won 
eight graded stakes and zoomed past $3 million in 
career earnings.

Those sorts of lofty racing heights aren’t reached 
overnight, and Bloom thought about his path Sat-
urday.

“I’ve been in this game my whole life and I was 
just reflecting on that when I was on the track,” he 
said with a mix of awe, disbelief and exhaustion. 
“It’s pretty crazy to step back.”

Bloom’s racing interest happened because of a 
single visit to Del Mar with his brother Michael 
when they were kids. They went down to the pad-
dock, saw the horses, the jockeys, the anticipation, 
the action. Jeff told himself, “This is what I want 
to do.” He, of course, told anyone else who would 
listen too and his parents finally relented. 

Like many in racing, he started at the bottom.
“I left home when I was 13 1/2, I lived in a tack 

room at San Luis Rey Downs,” he said of the Cali-

fornia training center. “I was a hotwalker, a groom 
for a long time. Nobody in my family knew any-
thing about racing and I remember my mom crying 
when they dropped me off.”

Bloom spent the summer with Muzzy Francis, 
the general manager at San Luis Rey and a for-
mer jockey. The Blooms probably figured their kid 
would outgrow the horse interest, come home and 
pursue a different path. He returned for his sopho-
more year of high school, but later moved in with 
Francis, transferred schools and graduated early 
– all to be with horses. Francis used to take young 
horses for powerful California breeder Golden Ea-
gle Farm, and Bloom ultimately stepped up the lad-
der to exercise rider. 

“I learned how to ride on Golden Eagle Farm’s 
babies,” he said. “Can you imagine?”

Bloom became a jockey, but didn’t make Chris 
McCarron and the other California-based stars look 
over their shoulders. According to Equibase, Bloom 
won 95 races in the 1980s, led by the 1985 Man-
itoba Derby at Assiniboia Downs. Along the way 
he became a sought-after exercise rider in Califor-
nia, riding some of racing’s biggest stars for Hall of 
Famer Charlie Whittingham and others. In morning 

workouts, Bloom rode the likes of Sunday Silence, 
Goodbye Halo and Ruhlmann. He uses that knowl-
edge and experience gleaned from Whittingham and 
others every day.

“Nooah,” he said with a half-laugh when asked 
if he ever rode a horse like Midnight Bisou in a race. 
“As a work rider, maybe. She’s like Goodbye Halo 
a little bit. Her efficiency of motion, her elegance. 
Midnight Bisou is not a powerhouse. She’s got this 
striking feminine, elegant thing about her but she’s 
athletic and dominant at the same time.”

When the jockey career grounded itself, Bloom 
got a degree from San Diego State University and 
left racing for a job as a financial analyst and anoth-
er in the software industry.

“I was a biz dev guy for a software engineering 
firm,” he said, throwing out shorthand for business 
development. “Yeah, really sophisticated, discreet 
event simulation stuff . . . even I don’t know what 
that is. I got a real job. It was normal and I was do-
ing really well, but I was miserable.”

So he went back to racing. Bloom spent seven 
years with West Point Thoroughbreds in Califor-
nia, before launching his own partnership. He’s 
also worked on air with Horse Racing Radio Net-
work and hosted the Daybreak at Del Mar show 
at his hometown track. Bloom’s first independent 
purchase was Majestic City, who earned $582,960 
on the track before retiring to stud. In addition to 
Midnight Bisou, the stable includes 2019 Grade 1 
winner Henley’s Joy and stakes winner Snapper Sin-
clair. Bloom and partners have won a dozen races 
this year, with earnings of more than $2.4 million.

It’s all a bit hard to believe, even for the guy liv-
ing it.

“What she’s done for us, she and all the other 
horses,” he said of Midnight Bisou, shaking his 
head. “I do not take it for granted, not even a lit-
tle bit. There isn’t a day that goes by where I don’t 
pinch myself.”

theoutsiderail BloomerBY JOE CLANCY

Dave Harmon
Jeff Bloom (right) greets 
Midnight Bisou.

http://www.ospreyarms.com/
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
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Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable
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TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
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– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other bene� ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Sean Clancy
302 545 7713
sean@thisishorseracing.com

Riverdee Stable & Clancy Bloodstock

Graded stakes winners on 
the flat and over jumps.
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Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

John Wayne Eastwood opened the office door 
and began to rant.

 “Hey, I can’t find the paper anywhere this morn-
ing.”

Tom Law, ever the traffic cop, tempered the situ-
ation from the first chair in the office, strategically 
placed for situations like this (I hid in the back of-
fice). 

“We don’t do Wednesdays,” Law said to one of 
our most loyal readers. 

“Oh, man . . .” Eastwood said. “You don’t do 
Wednesdays, come on . . .”

“And the rest of this week is digital only,” Law 
said. 

Like a barking dog told to stay on the chain for 
another hour, Eastwood was not impressed. Hold-
ing the office door with disdain, the hotwalker/
handicapper offered his opinion on that decision. 

“Don’t fall into the trap…Don’t fall into the 
trap…” 

Eastwood, we’ve been in the trap since 2001 and 
we’re trying to climb out of the trap. 

In 2001, we launched The Special as a daily 
newspaper, publishing every racing day, including 
Mondays. The only place you could read The Spe-
cial was in Saratoga. Joe was designing every page 
and I was writing every page. Tom was happily em-
ployed at Thoroughbred Times or The Pink Sheet, 
somewhere. 

We had Skidmore students helping, let’s say they 
offered more creative writing than journalistic writ-
ing. Trainer Frank Alexander told us The Special 
wasn’t a newspaper, it was a pamphlet. We were 
driving the paper to the printer, an early-afternoon 
run and a late-night run. Every night, I wrote a re-
cap and a column unsure that I could do either, the 
words dripped, rarely flowed. We were trying to 
charge a dollar, blood met stone. 

About halfway through the meet, while losing 
money with every printed paper and facing another 

Sunday night dead-
line, Joe and I held a 
board meeting. 

It went like this.
“What do you 

think about skipping 
Monday?” Joe said 
from his folding table 
in a converted yoga 
studio.

“That’s cool,” I 
said. 

We slammed our 
laptops shut (actu-
ally, we might not 
have even had lap-
tops then), called off the printer and walked down 
Broadway for a burger and a beer. 

It was the first good business decision we had 
made all meet. 

Monday morning, our readers barely noticed, 
advertisers (the few we had) rolled with the move, 
Wednesday’s paper improved, we saved a little mon-
ey and got a little extra sleep.  

In 2017, we changed our schedule again and 
stopped publishing Wednesday papers. This de-
cision wasn’t nearly as easy as canceling Monday 
papers the first year but it was a move we made to 
reflect the change in the stakes schedule and racing 
product. The Monday and Wednesday cards had 
slipped and the Saturday cards had strengthened, 
we found ourselves writing dull papers early in the 
week and packed papers on weekends. We bolstered 
our online presence, saved some money and moved 
forward. It wasn’t ideal, but it was necessary. 

We still see readers looking for The Special 
Wednesday morning (sorry, Eastwood) and some 
Sunday and Wednesday winners receive short shrift. 
Ultimately, the move was made because of the 
stacked Saturday cards. We walked out of the office 

at 3 Saturday morning and 3:30 Sunday morning, 
after somehow shoehorning seven stakes that were 
all cover-worthy into the crammed inside pages. 
It felt like we scaled two mountains, the office as 
close to an old-school newspaper room as it had 
been all summer, keys clacking, coffee chugging. 
Seventy-two pages Saturday, 44 pages Sunday. Hey, 
Frank, here’s your pamphlet. 

And now for our latest business decision. This 
week, we will publish in digital form only. We’ve 
printed 30 issues already this year, that’s one more 
than last year and we’ll produce another four this 
week for a total of 34, the most we’ve done since 
2015 and one less than we did in 2014. 

It’s simply a business decision, saving four print 
bills this week. 

As this meet lengthens, we’ll adjust. This is our 
third adjustment over 19 years. We’re a little like a 
trainer who comes to Saratoga for the season, he 
doesn’t come with more horses because there are 
more racing days, he comes with the same amount 
and somehow tries to make the balance sheet bal-
ance. 

We’re purists, we love the feel of the newspaper 
in our hands, love seeing readers pick up the paper 
from the racks around the track and around town 
and as long as there are printers to print, we’ll print 
a newspaper. Just not quite as often, perhaps. 

It won’t be the same going out to the track with-
out bundles of The Special. I’m dreading it, actually. 
As Special Reader’s Club member Beth Blair said, 
we’re tactile, too. 

It’s not perfect, but it’s the move that we made. 
When you start a newspaper about horse racing, 

you’re not exactly following market trends or chas-
ing the next big thing. But, we did it anyway. 

Occasionally, we make business decisions. East-
wood and all the rest of our loyal, cherished readers, 
enjoy the last week of the Spa, enjoy The Special – 
no matter how you read it – and stay out of the trap.

Digital  cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Jose Ortiz and everyone else will 
read The Special via the website 
this week.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/


35Thursday, augusT 29, 2019 The saraToga special

MONDAY,  SEP TEMBER 9 -  SUNDAY,  SEP TEMBER 2 2

CATALOG AVAIL ABLE AT SEPTEMBER.KEENEL AND.COM

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

CODE OF HONOR
TRAVERS S. (G1)

MIDNIGHT BISOU
PERSONAL ENSIGN S. (G1)

MITOLE
FOREGO S. (G1)

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER
GRADUATES EXCEL IN

GRADE 1 RACES ON TRAVERS
WEEKEND AT SARATOGA

http://september.keeneland.com/
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