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LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
HAYHAY, New York. 

BY THE NUMBERS
1: Print copy of Wednesday’s Special picked up at the track 
by Michael Finney in the morning, driven to Maryland that 
same day, and delivered to Maryanna Skowronski that eve-
ning.

1: Springfield Thunderbirds bus parked by the Oklahoma 
training track last week. Go Birds.

11: Leaves on the hood of a Special car Wednesday morn-
ing (yup, it’s that time of year).

WORTH REPEATING
“You must be calling about Diamond Digger.”

Trainer Michael Nault to The Special’s Tom Law,  
calling on behalf of the New York Thoroughbred  

Breeders about the unbeaten former $2,000  
yearling running at Assiniboia Downs

“I once worked for the guy who does the Stable Tour. That’s 
as close as I’ve gotten.”

Trainer Chad Summers

“They can’t take the Grade 1s away, or the championship 
away either. Like Brian Lynch just told me, ‘She went out 
a champion.’ ”

Ginny Reid, assistant to her husband Butch Reid, 
saying farewell to champion Vequist Tuesday morning

Here&There...in Saratoga
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Life Is Good, ninth race. The Allen Jerkens runner is by Into Mis-
chief out of Beach Walk. 

Cross Border, 11th race. The Sword Dancer runner is by English 
Channel out of Empress Josephine.

Miles D, 12th race. The Travers Stakes runner is out of Sound The 
Trumpets and named for jazz legend Miles Davis.

thisishorseracing.com

Paddle Power. Paddle Power. Tiz The Law’s Travers canoe Tiz The Law’s Travers canoe 
from 2020 gets one more day in the sun.from 2020 gets one more day in the sun.

POETRY CORNER
The Curse

The Travers casts a spell
And that we know all too well

It’s known as a graveyard, after all
Where even the greatest can fall
But the horse who crosses first

Is the one without a curse.
– Pete Finley
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WORTH REPEATING
“I won’t charge you that much.”

Dennis Zoitos after offering to teach Greek to Miles Clancy 

“The younger version.”
Trainer Brendan Walsh while sitting in D. Wayne Lukas’ office 

“You don’t send flowers any more.”
Dr. Luis Castro, to The Special’s Sean Clancy who he hadn’t seen or heard from lately

“I can’t believe it lasted in there.”
Trainer George Weaver after a case of Alexander Keiths made it through the night in his office

 
“As E.I. Kelly used to say, ‘The only thing good about a 2-year-old is they turn 3.’ ”

Shirley Jerkens, quoting one of the greats Wednesday morning 

“What’s the reason to hurry if you have the time?”
Exercise rider offering words to live by while  

ambling to the track at 10:22 Wednesday morning 

“He’s a Kentucky kid. He wants to be there.”
Trainer Shug McGaughey about his son, Reeve 

“Clancy jumping on the bandwagon.”
Jimmy Jerkens to The Special’s Sean Clancy while sitting with Tony Dutrow

“The only one who yelled was Nicky.”
Valet Harry Rice about a story in The Special 

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“Through the years, some jocks are great riders 
but aren’t much in the morning, Ussery wasn’t 
much in the morning, Vasquez was very good, 

Samyn, Cordero was, except one day he worked 
Step Nicely, he said he’d do anything I said. He 
was supposed to go a mile in 1:43, he went in 

1:49. Cordero was his own agent, when he was 
in his prime, he’d come to your barn and go 

down the line and say, ‘Who’s this one?’ ‘Ruane.’ 
Who’s this one?’ ‘Roe-ben.’ That’s what we used 

to call Robyn Smith. He’d say, ‘I no see me.’ ” 

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  
800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I’ve been reading Hall Talk every issue.   You know between  

Todd Pletcher, Mark Casse and I, we have nearly 9,000 wins.”
Trainer Jack Fisher, who has contributed 637 to the total

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 
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 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Here&There...in Saratoga

Susie Raisher
Quack Trackular. Instagram star @Seducktive and friends took a stroll around 
Saratoga Race Course this week.

https://www.brookledge.com/
http://msek.com/
http://nicholsoninsurance.com/
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Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

Only one stallion can match Into Mischief’s 
total of Graded Stakes-winning juvenile colts 
on dirt since 2017: Street Sense, whose 
latest TDN Rising Star is exciting Del Mar  
MSW winner Murray.

 SENSE AND 
SENSATIONAL 
ABILITY

Connie Bush
Pony Club. Nicholas Brown, son of trainer Bruce Brown, tries to get Brady the lead pony 
to come back to the barn.

WORTH REPEATING
“Sometimes, it’s as much payables and receivables as it is entries and results.”

Trainer Kenny McPeek, about the life of a trainer
 
“Forty-seven? You must be a seller. That’s a seller’s time. Buyer’s time is :51.”

McPeek, to an exercise rider’s guess on a half-mile breeze time

“You trying to figure out that sign?”
Assistant Scott Blasi to The Special’s Sean Clancy looking  

at the training hours sign that reads 30 6 – 11 at the Oklahoma Training Track

“I’ll let you know Saturday night.”
Trainer Steve Asmussen when asked how it was going Friday morning 

“Just living the dream.”
Trainer Rudy Rodriguez, riding one home from the track Thursday morning

“We live in challenging times right now. We are struggling to fill open positions and Covid is 
still hanging on. With the vaccine incentive, we are looking to change the financial health of our 
current and future team members. Most importantly, Oaklawn believes in protecting the health 
of our team members, their families and our community. The vaccine incentive, coming on the 
heels of the FDA approving the Pfizer vaccine, should move those unvaccinated to become 
vaccinated.”

Oaklawn Park president Louis Cella after announcing a vaccination incentive program

“Problems at the start, no problems at the finish.”
Track announcer John Imbriale after November Rein won  

Friday’s Seeking The Ante to kick off the stakes on New York Showcase Day

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-sense?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=street_sense&utm_content=half_page
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We love traditions. And there isn’t a better one 
than the Travers Day Stable Tour with Hall of Fam-
er Shug McGaughey. As always, the tree-shaded 
Saratoga barn thrives with high-octane homebreds 
from Stuart Janney III, Phipps Stable, Emory Ham-
ilton and others and high-dollar purchases from 
Courtlandt Farm, Joe Allen and others. 

A Travers winner, a couple of siblings to that 
Travers winner, two debut winners at the meet, it’s 
all here at McGaughey’s traditional spot inside the 
Fifth Avenue gate on the Oklahoma Training Track. 

The Special’s Sean Clancy walked the shedrow 
Wednesday morning (and updated it Friday morn-
ing), discussing McGaughey’s 30 horses at Saratoga 
and some of the other 36 at Belmont Park and Fair 
Hill Training Center. 

Baby Blythe. Wow. Courtland Farm 3-year-old filly drew off 
to win by 7 lengths against turf maidens at Saratoga Aug. 14. 
The daughter of American Pharoah finished third in her debut 
in December before returning with a sixth here July 24. “She 
won here, she’s going to go to the Belmont Oaks on the 18th. 
She’s OK.”

Bears Watching. Will Farish homebred made two starts 
at Gulfstream Park this winter before taking a break. The son 
of Karakontie breezed six times under McGaughey’s former 
assistant Robbie Medina at Blackwood Stables in Lexington 
before joining the Saratoga string. “Third in his first start, won 
his next start. He’s a half-brother to Code Of Honor, got a little 
chip in his ankle but he’s on his way back now, he’ll run when 
we get back to Belmont. He’s pretty nice. When he broke his 
maiden, he won easy.”

Judge Davis. A $280,000 yearling purchase at Fasig-Tipton 
Select Yearling Showcase, the son of Distorted Humor finished 
fourth here Aug. 28. “I thought he ran good. Hopefully I can 
run him back a mile and a sixteenth right when we get back to 
Belmont. Flattened out a little bit the other day.”

Code Of Honor. His fourth appearance in the Stable Tour, 
the son of Noble Mission has earned $2.8 million for owner/
breeder Farish. A $70,000 RNA as a yearling, the chestnut colt 
won his debut here in 2018 before a stellar 3-year-old season 
securing the Fountain of Youth, Dwyer, Travers and Jockey 
Club Gold Cup before finishing seventh in the Breeders’ Cup 
Classic at Santa Anita. He opened last season with a win in the 
Grade 3 Westchester before losing five in a row, including a 
fifth in the Pegasus in January. After that McGaughey ordered 
a long break. The 5-year-old returned with a win in the Grade 3 
Philip Iselin at Monmouth Park Aug. 21. McGaughey warned a 
visitor as they approached his stall. “Watch this son of a gun. 

Very pleased with his race at Monmouth, he trained really well 
here, hopefully if he bounces out of it, which it looks like he 
has, we can run him in the Woodward at Belmont. At the end of 
the year, the Breeders’ Cup or the Clark. I was glad to give him 
the time off, we gave him a good bit of time off just to kind of 
let everything come together. His first vacation after the Breed-
ers’ Cup at Santa Anita, he needed more time than that. He’s 
gotten that now, everything’s coming together and he’s doing 
well. Maybe at some point along the line I’d like to try him on 
the grass, but it won’t be any time soon. If I were to run him in 
the Woodward and he didn’t look like he could compete with 
those horses, then maybe I’d try it then.” 

Breaking The Rules. Another veteran of the Stable Tour, 
the Phipps Stable homebred son of War Front made his first 
appearance in 2018. That day, McCaughey said, “I’m going to 
put him on the turf, it’s probably where he wants to be. I was 
trying to make a dirt horse out of him but knew all along that 
(turf) is what he wants to do.” And turf it was after that, winning 
a Belmont Park allowance and the Tropical Park Derby at Gulf-
stream Park to close that season. In 2020, he won allowance 
races at Saratoga and Belmont Park before three stakes tries 
in the Knickerbocker, Ft. Lauderdale and Pegasus in January. 
The 6-year-old has posted six breezes over the Oklahoma track 
this summer and is entered in third race Sunday. “He’s had a 
good vacation, he’s ready to come back. He won the Tropical 
Park Derby. He actually ran really well in the Pegasus Turf, he 
got into a lot of trouble, after that, I said, let’s give him some 
time. This horse went to Niall Brennan in Ocala. Depending on 
the horse, but he got about 90 days, then he breezes them two 
or three times and they come to me.”

Radio Days. Medina purchased the dark bay filly for 
$750,000 from breeder Hinkle Farms on behalf of Joe Allen. 
She breezed eight times at Blackwood before posting her first 
breeze, a half-mile in :49.11, here Aug. 25. “This is a Gun Run-
ner 2-year-old filly, she’s pretty nice. She breezed this morning. 
He gave a lot of money for her, Joe did, you never know until 
you run them but she might be worth it. I’m going to go to the 
sale with him and look for another one, a Gun Runner.”

Island Treasure. Janney homebred daughter of Grade 3 
stakes winner Hit It Rich broke her maiden at Belmont Park in 
November and has lost four straight since. “She’s been a little 
bit of a disappointment but I’m still trying. I’m going to put 
blinkers on her and run her at Colonial, a mile and a sixteenth.”

Hungry Kitten. Another veteran of the Stable Tour, the 
Emory Hamilton homebred won an allowance race here last 
summer, finished second in the Zagora Stakes in October and 
11th in the Long Island Stakes in November. She returned from 
a long break with a fourth Wednesday. “I wanted to turn her 
out and Emory did for the winter. I had her in three weeks ago 
and she tied up two days before she was going to run so I had 
to pull the plug. She hadn’t run since the Long Island Handi-
cap, I thought she ran fine, a mile and an eighth, no pace. Get 
her back to Belmont and run her a mile and a quarter and she 
should be good.”

Gun Boat. Janney homebred worked three times at Niall 
Brennan’s in Ocala, five times at Fair Hill and five times here, 

Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!
November 9, 2021

859.255.1555 | NOVEMBER.FASIGTIPTON.COM NOMINATE NOW!

With Shug McGaughey

Continued On Page 7 

Sean Clancy
Shug McGaughey’s Saratoga barn has housed champions for decades.

http://fasigtipton.com/
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including four turf breezes. “War Front filly 
out of Onus. I’m going to enter her for Sunday 
(she’s in the sixth race). She’s been entered 
twice but they took it off the turf. I think she’ll 
run on the dirt but why waste a race. I think 
she’s pretty nice.”

Vigilantes Way. Phipps Stable homebred 
filly sports five wins from 13 starts. “She’s 
schooling right now. She’s been entered in the 
stake at Monmouth for Saturday. She’s nice. 
Mean Mary beat her about a half-length in the 
Gallorette, we didn’t get away good, whether 
it made a difference I don’t know. I sent her 
down there and she won the Eatontown. I 
ambitiously ran her in the Diana, that didn’t 
work, they’ve got a $100,000 down there, 
she’ll be one of the favorites. If she runs good 
and comes out of it good, you’ve got the Vio-
let back in another four or five weeks. I think 
that’s where she belongs.”

Hype House. Phipps homebred daughter 
of Candy Ride and Top Flight winner Carrumba 
has posted five breezes at Saratoga, including 
a half-mile move on the turf Aug. 15. “First 
foal out of Carrumba. I’m going to take her 
to Kentucky Downs and run her 6 1/2 on the 
grass, get her started. I like her. I don’t think 
she’s a champion by any means, but I do like 
her. She likes what she’s doing, as I told them 
whether she’s a New York horse I don’t know, 
but if she’s not, she’ll do where she needs to 
be.”

Marching. Ingordo Bloodstock purchased 
the son of Saint Liam for $285,000 on behalf 
of Farish at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky Fall Year-
ling Sale in 2019. The gray 3-year-old is 1-for-
2. “First time I ran him, he ran bad. Came back 
and he had something a matter with his wind, 
not paralysis, not a myectomy, something I 
had never really heard of, we just had to give 
him time and give him some throat spray and 
it went away. Ran him at Ellis the first part of 
July and he won pretty easy. I’m going to run 
him here next week. He’s got a ways to go but 
I do like him.”

First Captain. A $1.5 million yearling 
across Union Avenue, the son of Curlin sports 
three wins from four starts. Owned by West 
Point Thoroughbreds, Siena Farm, Woodford 
Racing and breeder Bobby Flay, the chestnut 
colt finished third in the Curlin earlier in the 
meet. “He’s doing well, going to the PA Der-
by. I thought his race was OK, he was wide 
the whole way, seven wide turning for home, 
he just kind of got lost, we’ll put blinkers on 
him and maybe he engages a little bit. I ha-
ven’t breezed him yet in blinkers, but I have 
galloped him in them. I thought in that race, 
he would be sitting right behind the first tier 
and he was five lengths behind the first tier, it 
was a lot of work from there.”

Pruning. Janney homebred finished third 
with Joe Bravo at Delaware Park in her debut 
and third with Forest Boyce at Colonial Downs 
Aug. 10. “I think she’s OK. She’s one of those 
who is her own worst enemy, she wants to 
pull a little more than I like. Bravo rode her 
and she ran really, really well. I sent her to 
Colonial, Forest rode her, she was pulling too 
much and just got beat.”

Big City Momma. Courtlandt Farm pur-
chased the daughter of Quality Road for 
$700,000 from Stonehaven Steadings. “Run 
twice, been third twice. Both going short. 
She’s a big, old, long, skinny thing. I want to 
run a mile-and-an-eighth. We’ll see how that 
works. And for no reason, I kind of like her. 
The first time, she ran against Bella Sofia. “

Piccadilly. Farish’s homebred shipped 
from Fair Hill earlier this month and has post-
ed two breezes, including a gate drill Aug. 22. 
“Into Mischief colt, out of Queen’s Parade. I 
was going to run him Saturday, he worked 
fine out of the gate, but not good enough to 
run yet.” 

Surprisingly. Phipps homebred learned 
her trade at Niall Brennan’s in Ocala before 
shipping to Belmont Park and then to Sara-
toga. The 2-year-old filly has registered five 
breezes at the Spa. “This is a Mastery filly 
that trains with Hype House. First foal out of a 
mare called Vagabond. She’s kind of the same 
way, I like her, whether she’s New York caliber 
or not I’m not sure, but she’ll be anywhere 
else. I do like her. I’ll run her at Belmont.”

Limited Liability. Janney’s homebred son 
of Kitten’s Joy won his debut with Jose Ortiz 
on the turf at Saratoga July 31. “He’s school-
ing also. I’m going to run him in the With An-
ticipation. He could not be training any better. 
I’m very, very excited about him and the way 
he’s doing. He trained really well at Fair Hill 
and I brought him up here and I worked him 
on the turf in company and a horse broke off in 
front of him, I couldn’t get a read on the work. 
Thought about not running him and then I said 
‘oh, let’s go on and run him.’ I told Jose to give 
him a target and he ran good. Came out of it 
good. He can be a really special horse. Watch-
ing him run. Watching him train.”

Dreams Of Tomorrow. Phipps homebred 
son of Speightstown and Sabbatical stands 
long and tall in the first stall. The 4-year-old 
has produced two wins, a second, two thirds 
and a fourth this year. “Finished third in the 
Henry Clark down there, won two in a row 
and was fourth in the Lure. He comes from 
the back and that race was 1-2-3 all the way 
around. I’m going to run him in the Bernard 
Baruch and the reason I’m going to run him 
there is because he’s doing really, really well. I 
think he deserves the chance. I’m looking for-
ward to that, he had a really good work com-
ing off that race.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Continued On Page 8 

http://fasigtipton.com/
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Enola Gay. Two years ago, McGaughey introduced the 
daughter of Uncle Mo to Special readers. “She’s about ready to 
run. I’m not sure she’s an in-town horse, she would be com-
petitive here but maybe Monmouth or Laurel.” Nineteen days 
later, she won her debut, paying $12.20 at Kentucky Downs. 
Two starts and 10 months later, she won the Grade 2 Appala-
chian Stakes at Keeneland. “She’s a cribber. I feed her on the 
ground so she can’t crib on her feed tub.” The bay filly looked 
up from a rubber feed tub in the front corner of her stall like 
she had been caught drinking milk from the carton.

Imminent Storm. Phipps homebred son of Flatter finished 
sixth in his debut and tried to do the “Norumbega” going from 
a sprint to a route at Saratoga, finishing fifth three weeks later. 
“Ran once, ran in the middle, just kind of OK the first time. I 
thought he ran OK the second time. Probably put him on the 
grass next time.” 

Irish Sea. Owned by Farish and Edward Hudson Jr., the son 
of Honor Code and Grade 2 winner Irish Jasper finished ninth 
in his debut under Jose Ortiz at Saratoga July 24. “Out of Irish 
Jasper, you remember her? I can’t explain his first race, I was 
dumbfounded. I had Jose work him out of the gate and he 
said he got to the three-eighths pole and pressed on him and 
he was there. The other day, he wasn’t there. He’s come back 
and trained really well, plan on running him back here seven 
eighths next week.”

Fort Ticonderoga. Bred and owned by Allen Stable, the 
son of War Front made his debut at Belmont Park, finishing 

second July 10. “Ran one time, off the turf, second. Did some-
thing to a foot and he’s just now getting sound again, it’ll be the 
1st of October probably, I think he’s a nice horse. You hate to 
give a horse time because he got hurt but you know yourself, 
time is your best friend.”

Cambi Lion. Bred and owned by Ran Jan Racing, the son of 
Medaglia d’Oro has hit the board in his last three, including a 
third here Thursday. “He just got beat back at Belmont by that 
thing of Graham’s by Galileo out of Goldikova’s family (Galawi). 
I thought it was fine, he hadn’t run in a while, he was wide. I’ve 
got to get him in a better pattern, there’s a race back at Belmont 
going a mile and a quarter in three weeks, might do that.”

Third Draft. Bred and owned by Chiefswood Stable, the 
daughter of Curlin has two wins, two seconds and three thirds 
in eight starts. Ortiz guided her to a second in the Riskaverse 
Thursday. “I was very pleased with her race, she wants to run 
a bit farther, let her break and wait on her, couldn’t do that in 
the Riskaverse. I thought he rode a great race on her, we were 
just second best. I like her. She likes being a horse. She’s a 
Canadian-bred, if she runs decent and comes out of it, maybe 
I’ll take her up there, there’s something on the first of October. 
More likely, I’ll run her in the Sands Point. I don’t want to do 
anything to buzz her.”

Dripping Gold. Owned by West Point Thoroughbreds, John 
Ballantyne and Titletown Racing, the son of Lemon Drop Kid 
won his debut at Saratoga Aug. 7. Before the race, the 2-year-
old colt belted assistant Anthony Hamilton Jr. and knocked 
down jockey Jose Lezcano with a kick in the paddock that 
would have made Bruce Lee envious. Hamilton wound up with 
a concussion and stitches. Dripping Gold wound up with one 
of the most impressive maiden wins of the season. “This is 
Dripping Gold. I really like this horse. Thought he ran really 

well, being a little green and everything that he went through 
in the paddock. I was thinking about Kentucky Downs. We’re 
going to take him up and run him in the Summer Stakes at 
Woodbine. Terry (Finley) said that mile race, long stretch, he 
can sit, wait and finish. It was a little surprising after the pad-
dock thing, as you know, something changes. It was out of 
character, it wasn’t his fault, he was doing fine and we were 
going to give a leg up and the horse behind him acted up and 
it sort of spooked him. He swung to the outside and kicked out 
and Anthony and Jose were in the way. He wanted to be a bit 
forward coming out of the 2-year-old sale, he’s got a nice, easy 
way of galloping. I’m looking forward to taking him to Wood-
bine, I’ve never won a race in Canada. I’ve given it some good 
whirls but never won one.”

Never Explain. Big, long-striding son of Street Sense broke 
his maiden at Indiana Downs in June before coming here and 
just missing at 26-1. Three weeks later, he finished seventh 
against allowance foes. “I’m going to back off him a little bit 
and try to have him ready to run about the 1st of October. 
Probably the traveling, the hard race and running back, it prob-
ably showed. I wasn’t overly excited about the ride. His first 
race was good, he’s OK. Big, tall horse, you’d like him. Popped 
a big splint as a 2-year-old, then he sprouted up really quick. 
I’m going to let him come together a little bit.”

Montauk Point. A $550,000 purchase by Medina at 
Fasig-Tipton Selected Yearling Showcase last year, the son of 
Violence finished fourth in both starts here. Owned by Annette 
Allen and Helen Alexander, the 2-year-old colt is a half-brother 
to champion Covfefe. “I was disappointed in both his races to 
tell you the truth. The first one, he showed more speed in the 
morning than he did in the afternoons. He’s at Fair Hill, walking 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 7

Continued On Page 10 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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Investing in the present 
to raise the future.

Brown Advisory is proud to support the racing community—
the livelihood of so many depends on its growth and future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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tack, going to get turned out for 30 days. I saw him as a baby at Hel-
en’s and he was what you would think of a Violence, a half-brother to 
Covfefe, but now he’s gotten big.”

Greatest Honour. Courtlandt homebred won three in a row, includ-
ing the Grade 3 Holy Bull and Grade 2 Fountain of Youth this winter. The 
son of Tapit finished third in the Grade 1 Florida Derby and has been on 
the shelf since. “He’s going to be reevaluated (Thursday) and hopefully 
go back into training right after that.”

Ten For Ten. Courtlandt’s son of Frosted finished second in his de-
but here last summer before breaking his maiden at Belmont Park in 
October. He came back to finish second in the Grade 3 Nashua and 
Grade 2 Remsen. The gray colt returned with two dull efforts here this 
summer. “Turned out. He didn’t get enough time. It used to be 60 days 
for bone bruising but now it’s 90 days, depending on the severity of it.”

Scarlett Sky. Stuart Janney homebred won the Grade 3 Transylvania 
Stakes at Keeneland in April and hasn’t run since finishing ninth in the 
American Turf in May. “He’s back training now, he was out all day, every 
day at Blackwood.” 

Creed. Owned by Edward and Lynne Hudson, the 4-year-old son of 
Honor Code touted big things with back-to-back wins last year before 
hitting the sidelines from July to March. He was winless in three starts 
this year. “He’s still turned out at Blackwood. Probably until the 1st of 
September. He was always getting something a matter with him. When 
I sent him home this time, I told them to give him plenty of time. He had 
a lot of problems with his condyles.” 

Sidekick. The little brother. Farish’s homebred has posted nine breez-
es at Fair Hill. “Honor Code half-brother to Code Of Honor, he’s going 
to be ready probably as soon as we get back to Belmont. At Fair Hill. 
He’s more like the dark horse (Bears Watching) than Code Of Honor.”

Braille. Sarah Farish’s homebred colt has breezed 11 times at Fair 
Hill. “Quality Road colt down there. Out of Texting, nice horse.” 

Adam’s Angel. A $1,025,000 yearling purchase by Courtlandt, the 
daughter of Into Mischief has breezed seven times at Fair Hill. “I think 
she’s fine. Personal Ensign family. She got an abscess. She was going 
to come up here the first month, but she got that foot.” 

Frosty Brew. Bred by M & N Racing, the 2-year-old filly sports 10 
breezes at Fair Hill. “Frosted filly we bought out of the 2-year-old sale. 
I thought she was ready to run and I worked her, she got a little sour 
acting so I backed off her. If they go the wrong way, you’ve got a prob-
lem. She’s ready now.” 

Kathleen O. Bred by Gainesway Farm and Bridlewood Farm, the 
2-year-old filly has breezed four times at Fair Hill, including two gate 
drills. “An Upstart filly I like. Came out of the 2-year-old sale, we gave 
some money for her. She’s coming up tomorrow.”

Doctor Mounty. A nine-time winner and four-time stakes winner 
for Larry Pratt and Dave Alden. “Retired. I got a picture from Stephanie 
(Brennan) of someone riding him. He ran 38 times. I told those guys 
you don’t get a lot of horses to run 38 times.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8
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BY TOM LAW
Tap, tap, tap went Brad Cox’s right 

index finger on a clubhouse box shelf 
just above the winner’s circle ear-
ly Friday morning at Saratoga Race 
Course. 

Cox tapped 10 times while he kept 
his gaze focused to the east toward 
the far turn of the main track while 
Essential Quality and exercise rider 
Katie Tolbert, alongside Cox’s New 
York assistant Dustin Dugas aboard 
the pony, jogged the wrong away 
along the outside rail. He waited 
some more while they made their way 
up the backstretch, past the onlookers 
at the Morning Line Kitchen before 
stopping just past the 6-furlong pole. 

The wait is nothing new for Cox 
when it comes to Essential Quality 
and his next task – today’s $1.25 mil-

lion Travers Stakes that could all but 
lock up another divisional title if he 
again handles a classic distance and 
the six opponents that will join the 
gray colt in the starting gate at 6:12 
p.m.

Everyone, Cox included, has wait-
ed for Travers Day to arrive ever since 
Essential Quality arrived from Chur-
chill Downs. Some waited even longer 
than that, from the moment Godol-
phin’s homebred Tapit colt hit the fin-
ish of the June 5 Belmont Stakes after 
his stretch-long slugfest with Hot Rod 
Charlie.

Essential Quality is 4-5 on the 
morning line for the 152nd Travers, 

Susie Raisher
Essential Quality (left) and Bonny South breeze on the main track last week.

TRAVERS STAKES PREVIEW

Main Event
Essential Quality takes on six  
in quest for second championship

Continued On Page 14 

New for 2022 
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FLORIDA DERBY-G1A sire-making race.
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Saratoga’s signature event that figures to draw the 
biggest crowd of the meet on its traditional final Sat-
urday in August date. He’s finished in front of five 
of his six opponents already, either in the Kentucky 
Derby or Belmont Stakes this spring, the Jim Dandy 
July 31 or last year as a 2-year-old. The only foe he 
hasn’t faced, Miles D, comes in with the lightest re-
sume and Chad Brown knows the tall order that his 
colt and the other five face in the Travers. 

“Anyone who hopes to have success in this race 
needs two things to happen: they need Essential 
Quality not to run his very best race and they also 
need their horse to run the best race of their life,” 
Brown said. “They need both things to happen. 
That’s how good the horse is in my opinion.”

Cox couldn’t, and didn’t argue with that state-
ment when asked about it as he watched his first set 
train through the fog just after 5:30 a.m. Friday on 
the Oklahoma Training Track. 

“I’ve said it and I think if he runs his race and 
gets a good trip he can win,” Cox said. “He ran his 
race last time and didn’t get a good trip. I think if 
he runs his race and gets a good trip he will be in 
a good position with a big shot. He’s a very good 
horse, 8-for-9 lifetime and he gives you reason to 
be confident.”

A look at the Travers field:

1. Midnight Bourbon, 9-2
Steve Asmussen likes to watch races live. On the 

apron, in a box, anywhere around the eighth pole 
to the sixteenth pole, preferably by himself. The 
all-time winningest trainer has seen it all from this 
vantage point – Rachel Alexandra’s Woodward, 
Curlin’s Dubai World Cup, Gun Runner’s double 
here, his son’s first career win at Lone Star and, yes, 
he saw the 2021 Haskell from the same spot. 

We all watched it. Asmussen heard it. Shoes 
clicking as Midnight Bourbon clipped heels with 

Hot Rod Charlie, jolted to a stop, flung jockey Paco 
Lopez and splayed across the main track at Mon-
mouth Park. 

“You heard it, you heard the catch feet, you 
heard the click. Clipping heels is a sound.” As-
mussen said. “His head, his feet, how he stayed 
up…he actually didn’t fall, he contorted. At that 
point, you’re not aware of a lot of things. You go 
from rooting, to your heart dropping to how’s my 
horse?” 

Midnight Bourbon loped to the backside and 
was caught by the outrider. Asmussen met the 
Grade 3 stakes winner at the barn. Superficial cuts, 
abrasions, missing hair, all four shoes moved but 
still attached. 

“Cooling out, acting pretty good,” Asmussen 
said. “Couldn’t stand myself and had to get him out 
on the road and jog him, see if something’s limping. 
He came out of it pretty good.”

Midnight Bourbon stayed with Asmussen’s assis-
tant Mitch Dennison for an extra day, returning to 
Saratoga Monday and began jogging with exercise 
rider Wilson Fabian.

“Jogged him for a while. It did cost us a work 
or two coming back, just making sure,” Asmussen 
said. “He’s put in some really good work recent-
ly, he’s been very strong, very aggressive this week. 
We are extremely fortunate considering what hap-
pened there to be in this shape but I’m not posi-
tive of what he’s thinking. Training is one thing, 
but it didn’t happen training, it happened running. 

Travers –
 Continued from page 12

Continued On Page 16 

Tod Marks
Midnight Bourbon looks to right a wrong in the Haskell.

https://equinedge.com/
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How anxious he’s going to be, how 
headstrong he’s going to be is still out 
there.”

Fifteen days after the debacle 
at Monmouth, Midnight Bourbon 
worked an easy half-mile over the 
Oklahoma. He followed with three 
more breezes over the same track, fol-
lowing Asmussen’s style. 

“I worked him in company and he 
was strong and aggressive but it’s not 
the afternoon. His personality seems 
the same to me. He’s a big strong 
horse with a great appetite. Wilson 
likes how he feels, how he’s working 
but it’s yet to be seen in those cir-
cumstances,” Asmussen said. “I’ve 
watched the replay a lot, it was un-
believable, he was leg swept, all four 
feet were off to the side, he contort-
ed. To not roll over was amazing. I’ve 
had horses clip heels but nothing like 
that.”

Owned by Winchell Thorough-
breds, the $525,000 yearling pur-
chase broke his maiden at Ellis Park 
last summer and hit the board in the 
Iroquois and the Champagne to fin-
ish his juvenile season. He returned 
to win the Lecomte in January, finish 
third in the Risen Star, second in the 
Louisiana Derby, sixth in the Ken-
tucky Derby and second in the Preak-
ness. 

“He’s kept good company his 
whole life and he’s not that far from 
them,” Asmussen said. “I wouldn’t 
recommend his last race as a prep for 
anything. When they talk about ide-
al preps, it’s got nothing to do 
with that trip. It’s on my mind.” 

– Sean Clancy 

2. Essential Quality, 4-5
Last year’s champion 2-year-

old male and Breeders’ Cup Ju-
venile winner brings a near-per-
fect resume into the Travers. 
He’s lost only once in eight 
starts, a 1-length defeat in the 
Kentucky Derby after a rough 
start and wide trip around the 
far turn. 

“The one amazing thing 
about that horse, if you look at 
him, he’s always running at the 
end,” Cox said. “It’s not as if 
in his wins that he just held on. 
Even in the Derby, you could 

kind of tell at the quarter pole Luis 
had been asking him, kind of knuck-
ling down on him on the turn, riding 
him and it’s hard to believe to contin-
ue to make that run for another quar-
ter of a mile. At the eighth pole, you 
could tell he wasn’t going to win but 
the closer they got to the wire he start-
ed re-rallying again. It was almost like 
he was going to be fourth, beaten 3 
or 4 lengths, and wow, he was fourth 
beaten a length. He was a lot closer 
than I expected. He’s always running 
at the end, no doubt about that.”

Essential Quality breezed twice be-
tween the Jim Dandy and Travers, a 
5-furlong move in 1:01.58 last Satur-
day and 5-furlongs in a bullet :59.40. 
Both were in company with Personal 
Ensign starter Bonny South. Cox said 
he likes the progress he sees from Es-
sential Quality, a half-length winner 
of the Jim Dandy over Keepmein-
mind.

“He’s sharper now. He always had 
plenty of life to him and acted like 
a 3-year-old colt acts, but he’s even 
more aggressive, more forward and 
definitely more sharp,” Cox said. 
“Every morning, you can see it in 
him every day before he trains. Once 
he gets the bandages on. He march-
es to the track. When he went back 
to the track Monday morning … he 
was jogging, but you could tell he was 
ready to roll. Just stuff like that. A lit-
tle more aggressive is what I’d say.

“Last year obviously he was a 
young horse and continued to pick it 
up when we schooled him. We used to 
school him two days out and the day 
before, now we’ve gotten to the point 
where we just school him two days 

Travers –
 Continued from page 14

Continued On Page 18 

Tod Marks
Dynamic One exits a win in the Curlin July 30.
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out. As long as he handles himself 
well. He’s just a bigger, better version 
of last year. Bottom line. He seems to 
be on it and ready to roll.”

– Tom Law

3. Keepmeinmind, 6-1
It was the shortest summer of 

Robertino Diodoro’s life. His first 
good horse, Test Boy, ran in six stakes 
at Stampede Park and Northlands Park 
from May to September, winning the 
Teeworth Plate, finishing second in the 
Herald Gold Plate, third in the Span-
gled Jimmy, triumphing in the Don 
Fleming, finishing fifth in the Western-
er and second in the Speed to Spare. 

“We had one horse that fit the cat-
egory, every three weeks, next thing 
you know it was fall time, the meet 
was over,” Diodoro said from Sara-
toga Friday morning. “I was like, 
‘Where the hell did it go?’ Just be-
cause you’re always looking.”

Good horses will remind you of 
good horses. Fourteen years later, 
Keepmeinmind has Diodoro harken-

ing back to Test Boy. 
“Get up here, get ready for the Jim 

Dandy, now get ready for this,” Di-
odoro said. “After this, there’s one 
week left, it’s like, ‘Where the hell did 
the summer go?’ ”

This of course is the Travers and, 
yeah, training a horse for the Jim 
Dandy and the Travers will make a 

summer go by quicker than a first-
love summer at the beach. 

Owned by Cypress Creek Equine, 
Arnold Bennewith and Spendthrift 
Farm, the Kentucky-bred son of Lao-
ban threw his money on the table in 
March and has kept it there through 
a sixth in the Rebel, a fifth in the Blue 
Grass, a seventh in the Kentucky Der-

by, a fourth in the Preakness, a third 
in the Ohio Derby and a second in 
the Jim Dandy. That half-length loss 
hasn’t deterred Diodoro who gives 
Joel Rosario a leg up for the second 
time. 

“He ran a big race,” he said. “A 
few people made comments that it 
was his one chance to beat Essential 
Quality because he had such a perfect 
trip. I don’t see the perfect trip and 
I don’t think Rosario did either. Go-
ing into the first turn, he got rank on 
him, he didn’t know the horse, going 
around the final turn, he didn’t have 
to check him but he had to hesitate a 
few times and he’s doing better into 
this race than the Jim Dandy.”

Diodoro thought about backing 
off and freshening Keepmeinmind 
before and after the Ohio Derby but 
the rangy bay colt kept the logs on 
the fire. He breezed two bullets before 
the Jim Dandy and another after the 
Grade 2 stakes, going a half-mile in 
:47 Aug. 14 and coming back with 
another half in 47.55 Aug. 21.

“He was training really good going 
into the Jim Dandy but I was getting 
worried because he was getting a lit-

Travers –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 20 

Susie Raisher
Masqueparade (left) goes after Sum Kinda Pretty in his final work before the Travers.
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Four of  Saratoga’s Grade 1 stakes running 
today have been won by Maryland-breds.

Millionaire URBANE won the G1 
Personal Ensign in 1996.

Millionaire SHINE AGAIN won 
back-to-back runnings of the G1 

Ballerina in 2001 and ‘02.

Over the 30-year history of the G1 King’s Bishop, now the Grade 1 H. Allen Jerkens, 
KING’S NEST set a stakes record  winning it in 1988, HOUSTON came back 

in 1989 and won it, and THE BIG BEAST captured the 2014 running. 

Multi-millionaire AWAD won the 
G1 Sword Dancer in 1997.

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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tle light on us, he was getting a little 
drawn up,” Diodoro said. “But in the 
month since the Jim Dandy, he’s put 
on some weight, he’s starting to fill 
out, I always thought he would be a 
better late 3-year-old, 4-year-old, just 
the way he was built, kind of dan-
gling, about to grow into himself, he’s 
finally starting to do that.”

Diodoro has registered 2,748 wins 
in a career that began in 1995. It took 
him six seasons before his horses aver-
aged more than $1,000/start and he’s 
now produced three Grade 2 winners 
(Keepmeinmind, Inside Straight, Lone 
Rock) and three Grade 3 winners 
(Subtle Indian, Broadway Empire, 
Sky Promise). The elusive Grade 1 is 
still out there. 

“I’m pretty excited. Ran hard in 
the Kentucky Derby, go to the Preak-
ness, these young horses, they can 
start going the other way and all of a 
sudden he ran a big race in the Ohio 
Derby and up here,” Diodoro said. 
“He’s turned the corner since the Jim 
Dandy. He’s added a bounce to the 
stable, everyone is excited. Makes the 
summer go by a lot of faster.”

Just like Test Boy back in 2007.
– Sean Clancy

4. Dynamic One, 6-1
Second, 18th and first. Those are 

the results for Dynamic One in his 
last three starts, certainly not very 
common. The middle effort came in 
the Kentucky Derby, when the son 
of Union Rags didn’t do any running 
and checked in 32 1/4 lengths behind 
Medina Spirit in the worst perfor-
mance of his career. 

Todd Pletcher freshened him up 
after that, bypassing the other spring 
classics and any other early summer 
spots before returning with a victory 
in the Curlin Stakes July 30.

“We accomplished what we want-
ed to after the Derby,” Pletcher said 
last week, the day before he sent Dy-
namic One on a half-mile breeze in 
:50.67 on the Oklahoma Training 
Track. “We freshened him up, gave 
him a little break. He put on some 
weight and physically developed. 
I thought his last race was his most 
professional in terms of he dropped 
back but he was into the bridle and 
moving well. What I really liked is 

when he made the lead he went ahead 
and polished off the race, finished up 
strongly. He had a tendency before 
that to wait on his competition a little 
bit. He’s hopefully starting to put it 
together mentally.”

Second in the Grade 2 Wood Me-
morial behind stablemate Bourbonic 
prior to the Kentucky Derby, Dynam-
ic One made three other starts at two 
turns this winter and spring. Irad Or-
tiz Jr. takes the return call after riding 
him to a 1 ¾-length win over fellow 
Travers entrant Miles D in the 9-fur-
long Curlin.

“We had him ready enough for 
the Curlin but I think also it is the 
type of race that can bring him for-
ward again. That’s what he has to do, 
make another move forward,” Pletch-
er said. “The way he finished in the 
Curlin would give you hope he can do 
it. Now we need to work out a trip. I 
don’t see a ton of pace in there, but 
if he wants to settle and make a run 
I’m not going to fault that. Midnight 
Bourbon and Masqueparade, Essen-
tial Quality maybe a little closer, the 
way it looks on paper.”

– Tom Law

5. Miles D, 12-1
Chad Brown vaulted to the top of 

the Saratoga trainer standings this 
week and takes a big swing in the 
Travers with Peter Brant’s and Rob-
ert LaPenta’s Curlin colt who finished 
second in the restricted stakes named 
for his sire July 30. The Curlin was 
Miles D’s third start and it followed 
a maiden victory at 1 mile June 12 at 
Belmont Park in his 2021 debut. 

“He’s a lightly raced horse. We’re 
taking a big chance here but he’s got a 
nice progression of distance though,” 
Brown said. “He’s run 7 furlongs, 
a mile and an a mile and an eighth. 
Now we’re getting him out to a mile 
and a quarter. He lacks some experi-
ence and some seasoning, but I like 
the way he’s coming into the race. 
We’re going to take our shot. It’s not 
a big field, there are some horses in 
here, obviously you have the champ 
in there.”

Brown gives the call on Miles D to 
Flavien Prat, who returns to Saratoga 
from Southern California in search of 
another stakes victory. He’s won on 
three of eight mounts at the meet, in-
cluding two for Brown in the Grade 
2 Hall of Fame aboard Public Sector 

Travers –
 Continued from page 18

Continued On Page 22 
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and on Flavius on the Fasig-Tipton 
Lure Stakes. 

“We’ve had great success with Fla-
vien,” Brown said. “Our stats togeth-
er this far are very strong. I appreciate 
he’s available to ride the horse. We 
just hope for the best. It is Saratoga, 
so anything can happen.”

– Tom Law

6. Masqueparade, 8-1
If you’re going to run in the Tra-

vers Stakes, you might as well get 
there the right way and a half-mile 
in :48.11 – leaning on the bit, rider’s 
hands and heels down, galloping out 
like Leonard Fournette in the open 
field – is the right way.

That was Masqueparade, the 8-1 
fifth choice in today’s $1.25 million 
Travers, in his final tightener a week 
ago at Saratoga Race Course. 

“That was the best work of his 
career, by far,” said trainer Al Stall 
Friday. “He’s a a little on the lazy 
side in the work department and the 
galloping department, so for him to 

show that much life in the blowout 
before the Travers makes us feel pret-
ty good.”

Third behind today’s rivals Essen-
tial Quality and Keepmeinmind in 
the Jim Dandy here July 31, Masque-
parade has been on a steady upswing 
since his career began late last year at 
the Fair Grounds for FTGGG Racing. 
In his debut Dec. 19, the $180,000 
Keeneland September purchase fell 

out of the gate “which we thought he 
would do,” dropped back to last of 12 
and came running to finish fourth and 
passed everybody in the gallop out.

“I was completely shocked,” said 
Stall, who saddles his first Travers 
starter. “I couldn’t have been more 
excited about a horse running fourth 
and getting beat 10 lengths (actual-
ly 7). It wouldn’t have surprised me, 
going short, if he just trailed the field 

– the way he trained. He was a big 
colt, and just kind of going through 
the motions. We just took our time 
trying to get him in the game, that’s 
why we didn’t run him early, plus the 
ownership group is from New Orle-
ans and we just wanted to wait until 
the Fair Grounds.”

The surprises kept coming – a 
rank sixth going long in his second 
start in January, a game-but-green 
third in February, a win by disqual-
ification when second in a maiden 
on Louisiana Derby Day in March, 
a blowout 11 3/4-length allowance 
win at Churchill Downs on Kentucky 
Derby Day (his first start outside the 
Fair Grounds), then the Grade 3 Ohio 
Derby score at Thistledown June 26. 

Next stop, Saratoga. 
FTGGG Racing is the stable name 

for Steve Landry, Bill Babin, Jubi 
Hillery, Jimmy Lee, Neal Comar-
da, Bob Murphy and John O’Shea. 
Landry, an accountant, has had hors-
es with Stall for years. Babin, a bank-
ruptcy attorney, merely talked about 
it for years. The trainer put them 
together in 2019, they added some 
friends and bought two horses at 
Keeneland September. Both are win-

Travers –
 Continued from page 20

Susie Raisher
King Fury breezes on the Oklahoma in advance of today’s Grade 1 try in the Travers.

Continued On Page 24 
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Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation
burkeequinetherapy.com

BURKE EQUINE

ECB COLD SALTWATER SPA AQUAPACER

POST-SURGICAL CARE. 
PRE-CONDITIONING VIA TRAINING TRACK. 

STOWE BURKE, DVM
stowe.burke@gmail.com     |     (518) 210-4322

Burke Equine is located 4 miles from Saratoga Race Course

“I’ve worked with Stowe Burke for years. He’s a  
seasoned horseman and a veterinarian. This is a great 

 combination to have at a rehabilitation center.”
– Hall of Fame trainer Todd Pletcher 

ners, though only one is Masquepa-
rade, and the partnership is enjoying 
every moment.

“My goal in 2013 was to have a 
horse in the paddock at Saratoga, but 
I was thinking more like the fourth 
race on a Wednesday,” said Babin, a 
Saratoga regular for years who grew 
up going to the Fair Grounds. “I 
wasn’t thinking the Jim Dandy and 
the Travers when I told Al that.”

Landry wasn’t thinking graded 
stakes either, but did aim high when 
the group first discussed prospects 
with their trainer and advisors Frank 
and Daphne Wooten.

“I said I wanted to buy a horse that 
runs on Saturdays,” Landry said. “It’s 
fun to win the 10th race on a Wednes-
day, but I’ve been fortunate enough to 
win that race a bunch of times. The 
Saturday afternoon races are special 
though. I’ve only had one horse run 
in a graded stakes before he ran in the 
Ohio Derby so for him to win was 
something special. He’s taken us plac-
es none of us have been.”

And in a twist of the calendar, each 
of Masqueparade’s seven starts has 
come on a Saturday. He makes it eight 
today. 

He needs to find 2 3/4 lengths on 
Essential Quality, who won the Jim 
Dandy by a half-length and is 4-5 to 
complete the sweep of Saratoga’s ma-
jor 3-year-old races. Regular jockey 
Miguel Mena takes the return call on 
the blaze-faced son of Upstart and the 
Any Given Saturday mare Cry War 
Eagle from post six. Stall likes the 1 
1/4 miles for his horse, and hopes for 
a little change in race flow from the 
furlong shorter Jim Dandy.

“He just got caught in a little bit 
of a trap in his last race where he was 
in between the speed horses and if he 
had taken back and they had slowed 
the pace down he would have been last 
down the backside and we didn’t want 
to be there. So, he went about as far as 
he could as fast as he could. If he could 
find a little bit more of a rhythm, I’m 
very confident he’ll stay that trip.”

Like every trainer in the race, Stall 
knows his horse must improve to de-
feat Essential Quality. The 2-year-old 
champion of 2020 has lost once in 
eight starts (the Kentucky Derby) and 
won from 6 furlongs to 1 1/2 miles. 

He was wide throughout in the Jim 
Dandy, and still prevailed, but gets 
more challengers this time and must 
navigate from post two in the sev-
en-horse field.

“He might get that trip again this 
time,” said Stall. “If he saves ground 
and fires, it’s all over, but I’m guessing 
there are a lot of jocks keeping an eye 
on him especially down on the inside. 
Short field, they’ll know where he is.”

– Joe Clancy

7. King Fury

By necessity, King Fury used the 
Grade 1 Saratoga Derby on turf as a 
Travers prep. Ideal? No. 

Trainer Kenny McPeek would have 
preferred the Jim Dandy – and Lucien 
Laurin would have preferred Onion 
stay in the barn for the 1973 Whitney 
– but the hand was dealt thanks to an 
equine herpesvirus quarantine. From 
the outside post in an 11-horse field, 
King Fury finished 10th behind Irish 
raider State Of Rest.

“I should have scratched him when 
he drew the 11 hole,” McPeek said. 
“He just got hung too wide on both 
turns. It wouldn’t have been his pre-
ferred surface, but he could have run 
better than that. We really needed to 
be in the Jim Dandy, and of course we 
know the circumstances there.”

If the grass try bothered the chest-
nut son of Curlin, he’s not showing 
it. He galloped with Swiss Skydiver 
on the Oklahoma training track early 
Friday morning and looks to get back 
to the form he showed in winning the 
Grade 3 Lexington in April and fin-
ishing second to Masqueparade in the 
Grade 3 Ohio Derby in June.

The $950,000 Keeneland Septem-
ber purchase, 15-1 on the morning 
line for Three Chimneys Farm and 
Fern Circle Stable, breaks from post 
seven for Jose Ortiz. McPeek will 
leave the trip up to the jockey, but 
counts on his horse’s ability to hand 
out 12-second quarter-mile splits.

“He seems great since the grass 
race, he’s a really steady horse, eats 
good, does everything we ask,” the 
trainer said. “He just needs to get him 
in a good rhythm and make his run. 
I hope there’s some pace in the race, 
but that’s out of our control. He’s a 
good 12s horse. He’s going to knock 
out 12s all the way around there and 
if you do that, you’re a winner most 
of the time.”

– Joe Clancy

Travers –
 Continued from page 22

https://www.burkeequinetherapy.com/
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A Curlin Exacta 
CLAIRIERE (G2), also by Curlin, 

placed second in the historic Alabama S. (G1) 
contested at the American Classic Distance 

of a mile and a quarter.
 

Congratulations to: 
Owner Shadwell Stable,

Hall of Fame Trainer Todd Pletcher, 
and Breeder Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings 

who bred the first two finishers.

LGB, LLC 2021 / Photo: Adam Coglianese

Curlin - The ClassiC sire

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/
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ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

When a yearling is a half-brother to champion Beholder, is from the second-to-last crop of 
an emerging young sire who died the previous year and cost $3 million you remember even if 
it seems like too easy of a choice.

“Really, he is the horse. He was very recognizable from a pedigree point of view, very recognizable 
because he was in the second-to-last crop of Scat Daddy, who was just really getting going. One of the 
most poignant things for me was I remember Paul Shanahan saying to us, ‘We are only now beginning 
to realize what a loss Scat Daddy is going to be for us.’ This was after we looked at Mendelssohn. He said 
it to no one in particular. We’d seen six or seven of them in that book including Justify and Mendelssohn. 
He meant it not only for us, but the industry as well. For Mendelssohn to go on and do what he did on 
the track was special. If you didn’t know who he was when he walked by you were, ‘Who is that?’ Then he 
had the pedigree to go with the looks. We will see, but he’s been very popular and very well received as a 
stallion so far.”

Bred by Clarkland Farm, Mendelssohn won the 2017 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf, a Group 
2 in Dubai and placed in the 2018 Travers and Jockey Club Gold Cup. He retired to stud with 
$2,542,137 earned. His first foals are yearlings.

MENDELSSOHN, 2016. Buyer Adrian Wallace of Coolmore

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 4

BY PAUL HALLORAN 
One of these days, legendary Irish 

trainer Aidan O’Brien is going to win 
a race at Saratoga Race Course. If 
that day is today, he will need Japan 
to revert back to some semblance of 
the form that made him one of the 
best horses in the world in 2019.

Actually, if the English-bred Japan 
shows up with anything close to his 
3-year-old form, the others will very 
likely be running for second in the 
Grade 1 Sword Dancer Stakes.

If.
“He’s a Grade 1 winner,” said T.J. 

Comerford, a top O’Brien lieutenant, 
who traveled to Saratoga with the son 
of Galileo for the Sword Dancer – the 
11th of 13 races on Travers Day. Post 
time for the turf 1 1/2-mile turf stakes 

is 5:25 p.m. “We know he’s a good 
horse. He has to come back to that.”

“That” is the form that saw him 
win a Group 2 race as a 2-year-old 
and the Group 1 Grand Prix de Paris 
and Juddmonte International at age 
3, before finishing fourth in the Grade 
1 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe. 

That was in 2019, however, and 
Japan – owned by Masaaki Matsushi-
ma, Mrs. John Magnier, Michael Ta-
bor and Derrick Smith – was not able 
to build on that impressive resume 
last year, going winless in five starts. 
He opened 2021 with a Group 3 win 
at Chester Racecourse, a 482-year-old Sean Clancy

Irish-based Japan will be tough to handle in the Sword Dancer.

SWORD DANCER STAKES PREVIEW

Irish Steam
English-bred Japan tackles Gr. 1
as O’Brien seeks first Spa score

Continued On Page 28 

https://catalog.keeneland.com/catalog/
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Hip 99 selling for $460,000.

Good MaGic’s first crop yearlinGs

liGht up the board at the saratoGa sale

$675,000, $460,000, $360,000, 
$350,000, $325,000, $225,000, 

etc.

chaMpion son of chaMpion sire curlin

Hip 173 selling for $675,000.

LGB, LLC 2021 / Photos Z

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/
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track in England recognized as the oldest in the 
world. What is of greater relevance for Japan is 
the configuration.

“Chester has tight turns, which should 
help,” said Comerford, likening it more to 
Saratoga than Belmont. That is important be-
cause O’Brien has had some success downstate 
– winning the Belmont Oaks and Belmont Der-
by this year – but has yet to visit the Saratoga 
winner’s circle, in person or represented by the 
capable and affable Comerford.

“The first horse we brought here was Stein-
beck (for the 2010 Jim Dandy) with Garrett 
Gomez riding,” Comerford said. “We’ll win 
one eventually. It takes time to know what 
horses to bring.”

Idaho, Group 1-placed coming into the 
2017 Sword Dancer, in which he was sent off 
as the favorite, could have been the one, but he 
was never a factor and ran sixth. Bolshoi Ballet was 
favored in this year’s Saratoga Derby, but he could 
only manage a fourth.

“Idaho probably wanted more of a galloping 
track,” Comerford said. “That was disappointing.”

It’s not breaking news to report that an O’Brien-
trained horse looks the part, but Japan – a $1.8 
million yearling purchase in 2017 – struck an im-

pressive pose Friday morning as he first walked the 
USDA quarantine barn at the Oklahoma Annex 
where he has been living in solitude since Mon-
day, and was then escorted by Comerford through 
the Oklahoma, across Union Avenue and onto the 
main track. 

Exercise rider Stephen Gray, who also made the 
trip, guided him through a spirited gallop, with 
Comerford taking video from the box seats to send 

to O’Brien back in Ireland. Gray also took Ja-
pan to the starting gate – just for one jump – 
something which Comerford has not done here 
in the past.

“We normally do that at home,” he said. 
“He’s good in the gate, but over here they need 
to hear the bell.” 

Gray reported that Japan handled the gate 
experiment like a pro. “He jumped right out. 
He’s done everything well since we came here,” 
he said. 

O’Brien’s go-to jockey Ryan Moore will be 
in to ride Japan, who comes in off a Group 3 
win at Leopardstown. That race was at 1 1/8 
miles, which could make him a little sharp-
er today in a race that looks fairly devoid of 
speed – at least on paper.

“Aidan thinks a lot of this horse,” Comer-
ford said. “But you still need things to go right. 
He is a grand horse. You couldn’t ask for any-
thing more.”

Other than a win at Saratoga on Travers 
Day, three years after Mendelssohn gave 
O’Brien his best finish here with a second to 

Catholic Boy in the Travers.
If that is to happen, he has to deal with a two-head-

ed Chad Brown monster led by 2-1 favorite Tribhu-
van, winner of the Grade 1 United Nations last time 
out at Monmouth Park and second behind his sta-
blemate Domestic Spending in the Grade 1 Man-

Sword Dancer –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
The Chad Brown-trained Tribhuban exits a Grade 1 win at Monmouth Park.

Continued On Page 30 

https://www.margauxfarm.com/
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SeSSion Topping ColT

$350,000
oBS June

MG1SW
Jackie’S Warrior

Grade 1 Winner

drain the clock

MG1Sp

eStilo talentoSo (G3)

FirecroW,
5F in 55.30 (ntr)

www.hillndalefarms.com
LGB, LLC 2021 / Photos: Adam Coglianese, Photos by Z, Dom Napolitano

hittinG all the hiGh noteS
What separates ‘useful’ sires from those likely to have a lasting legacy,

is their ability to get elite runnerS.

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/


30 Saturday, auguSt 28, 2021the Saratoga Special

hattan two starts back. The 5-year-old 
French-bred son of Toronado won the 
Grade 2 Fort Marcy in his 2021 debut 
off a near 10-month layoff. 

“He’s been a pleasant surprise this 
season,” Brown said. “We castrated 
the horse in the offseason and he real-
ly turned it around. He turned into a 
speed horse, which I didn’t see happen-
ing. But we just let him be and he’s re-
ally turned into a high-level turf horse 
in this division. Like I said, pleasant 
surprise and he continues to improve.”

Brown has won three editions of 
the Sword Dancer – in 2019 with An-
nals Of Time, 2016 with Flintshire 
and 2013 with Big Blue Kitten. He 
also sends out Rockemperor, run-
ner-up to Cross Border in the Grade 
2 Bowling Green July 31. 

A 5-year-old Irish-bred son of Holy 
Roman Emperor, Rockemperor has 
just one win since coming to the U.S. 
in the summer of 2019. He’s placed 
in seven graded stakes during that 
11-start stretch, including the Grade 
1 Belmont Derby in 2019 and Grade 

1 Manhattan in 2020. The win came 
two starts back going 10 furlongs at 
Belmont Park and Brown said that 
start helped get Rockemperor back 
on track. 

“I’ve gone back and forth through 
the years trying to get the best out of 
him,” he said. “At one point it looked 
like I was running him too far and 
then the real turning point for him 
was that allowance race at Belmont 
when he went a mile-and-a-quar-
ter. He seemed to really get back on 
track there. He answered that race 
and did really well last time out in the 
Bowling Green. I think he can get the 
mile-and-a-half. We’ll see if he’s good 
enough against this group.”

Gufo, the 3-1 second choice for 
Christophe Clement, will look for 
some pace to close into. New York-
bred Cross Border, coming off a win 
in the Grade 2 Bowling Green, will 
break from the far outside in the field 
of seven. Bill Mott is looking for a 
bounce-back effort from Channel 
Maker, seventh in the Bowling Green 
after running in the Grade 1 Dubai 
Sheema Classic. Todd Pletcher has 
Moretti entered, though he would be 
making his first start on turf after run-
ning 14 times on the dirt.

Sword Dancer –
 Continued from page 28

P e r f o r m a n c e  F e n c i n g

Tony Reinstedler
Sales Agent
502-741-0241

www.duralock.com
sales@duralock.com
502-221-3525

Race Rail Crowd Barrier Post and Rail Jump Wings

https://duralock.com/
https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
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Saratoga Sale
Yearlings sell for

$400,000,
$400,000,
$300,000,
$275,000

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/


32 Saturday, auguSt 28, 2021the Saratoga Special

BY MARY EDDY
A little after 9 a.m. Thursday, 

Letruska made her way to the main 
track for her daily exercise, preparing 
for today’s Grade 1 Personal Ensign 
Stakes. With her ears forward, she 
stepped onto the main track accom-
panied by a pony and began her trip, 
taking off in a jog before being sent 
into a gallop. As she bounded over 
the fast ground, her trainer Fausto 
Gutierrez watched from a shady spot 
near the rail. 

“She’s not an easy horse to train,” 
he said. “She wants to gallop every 
day and is full of energy. She’s quiet 
in the stall, but she likes to bite and 
if she has the chance, she’ll kick too. 
She’s very intelligent and those kinds 
of horses know what’s going on. They 
have a special perception and know 

when it’s time to race.”
Her strong work ethic shows in 

a 2020 record of four wins and a 
second (all in graded company) for 
$1,305,540 in earnings. Only a head 
loss to Shedaresthedevil in the Grade 
2 Azeri mars the record. Letruska’s 
demeanor can also be found in a 
5-furlong breeze in bullet :59.02 at 
Saratoga a week ago, her final prepa-
ration for the $600,000 Personal En-
sign, today’s 10th race with a 4:47 
p.m. post time.

Since arriving in the United States 
in December of 2019, Letruska has 
skyrocketed to stardom, now a lead-
ing contender in the older female di-
vision. Bred in Kentucky by her own-
er St. George Stable, she won all six 

starts in Mexico in 2018 and 2019 
before adding her American debut 
in the Copa Invitational del Caribe 
Stakes at Gulfstream Park in Decem-
ber 2019. Last year, she won four of 
seven including scores in the Grade 3 
Shuvee at Saratoga and Rampart at 
Gulfstream Park. 

This year, the daughter of Super 
Saver took a massive step forward. 
Starting the year off with another 
Grade 3 win in the Houston Ladies 
Classic Stakes at Sam Houston, she 
finished second in the Azeri at Oak-

PERSONAL ENSIGN STAKES PREVIEW

On Target
Letruska eyes another Grade 1

Continued On Page 34 

Tod Marks
Letruska seeks her fifth consecutive 

win for trainer Fausto Gutierrez.

https://www.hermitagefarm.com/horses/consignments/
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Congratulations to:
Owner Hronis Racing LLC,

Breeder Blue Devil Racing Stable, LLC, 
and Trainer John Sadler.

Grade 1 Winner #15 ... 
This Time on Dirt

Hronis Racing’s TRIPOLI, by perennial Leading Turf Sire Kitten’s Joy, 
wins the $1,000,000 Pacific classic (G1), punching his all expense paid ticket 

to the $6,000,000 Breeders’ Cup Classic (G1). 

When The biG money is on The line ... so is a KiTTen’s Joy. 
Remember this as you go yearling shopping in September.

https://www.hillndalefarms.com/
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POCAHONTAS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division”  |  2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division”  |  2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Fri., Oct. 1
$160,000 (includes $61,500 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 24
($0 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

2021 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 3

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary (502) 638-3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: (502) 638-3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

BOURBON TRAIL

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
1 3/16 Mile

HARRODS CREEK

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED SOCIETY

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

lawn Park and then won three in a 
row – the Grade 1 Apple Blossom 
at Oaklawn by a nose over champi-
on Monomoy Girl, Grade 1 Ogden 
Phipps Stakes at Belmont Park over 
Bonny South and Shedaresthedevil, 
and the Grade 2 Fleur de Lis at Chur-
chill Downs. 

“After she won the Apple Blos-
som, she improved and learned what 
it takes to win a Grade 1,” Gutierrez 
said. “At Belmont she ran incredible, 
and at Churchill, the same. Now, we 
need to confirm what we saw in those 
races. This is another good race. Sara-
toga is one of the toughest places to 
win, but she’s a horse with so much 
talent. She’s coming into the race in 
great form and she’s trained perfectly 
here.”

Gutierrez said his mare has 
changed for the better since her last 
trip to Saratoga.  

“I think she’s a very different 
horse from last year when she won 
here. She’s stronger, she’s got a bet-
ter mentality and is very active,” he 
said. “She’s in great condition. Satur-
day, there’s stronger competition with 
Swiss Skydiver and others, but we are 
part of that group. We’ve beat these 
horses in the past, but she’ll have to 
put in her best run. She’s a horse that 
gives everything she has. We make a 
good team.”

The bay mare is undefeated this 
year when she gets the lead early. 
Her only loss came when she spot-
ted the pacesetter 1 ½ lengths at the 
start. Gutierrez hopes for good luck 
as Letruska breaks from post six as 
the 6-5 favorite with Irad Ortiz Jr. up. 

“She’s a horse that doesn’t have a 
lot of secrets. She just needs to be giv-
en the chance to run,” said Gutierrez. 
“It’s important that she has a good 
start and gets good position so she 
can get out and control the pace. She’s 
naturally a longer-distance horse.”

The journey with Letruska has 
been emotional for Gutierrez. After 
training up to 150 horses at a time in 
Mexico for more than three decades, 
he moved to the United States with a 
fraction of the stable. Gutierrez called 
the move a big adjustment, but it al-
lowed him to reach the heights he has 
with Letruska. 

“Running here is so important to 

me. I’m finally here after training in 
Mexico for so many years,” he said. 
“When you change to a small number 
of horses and start traveling to 10 or 
12 racetracks, it’s tough. There’s a lot 
of expectations on us. Anywhere we 
go, she’s a horse that’s recognized. But 
coming to the big leagues is important 
for my career. Just a few years ago, 
I would watch Swiss Skydiver and 
Monomoy Girl on TV; I never imag-
ined I would train a horse who would 
run with them and win. It’s emotional 
but I just try to enjoy it. Saratoga is a 
special place. It’s like coming to Dis-
neyland.” 

Letruska faces eight rivals, includ-
ing Grade 2 Delaware Handicap win-
ner, Miss Marissa. Trained by Jim 
Ryerson, she broke her maiden in 
2019 at Belmont and finished sixth in 
the Grade 1 Frizette Stakes that fall. 
After two allowance wins last year, 
Ryerson stepped the filly back up to 
graded company, and she validated 
the decision by winning the Grade 2 
Black-Eyed Susan Stakes at Pimlico in 
October. 

Returning to the races in June af-
ter a six-month layoff, Miss Marissa 
won the Obeah Stakes at Delaware 
Park in preparation for the Delaware 
Handicap. 

“She’s been a pleasure to have 
from her first start at a 2-year-old,” 
said Ryerson. “We’ve been very for-
tunate that as she stretched out and 
went longer distances with two turns, 
she’s become a different horse. We 
stopped her in January and hoped 
she’d be able to improve a little bit 
and run with the better fillies in the 
country. This race is so tough, but it’s 

Personal Ensign –
 Continued from page 32

Continued On Page 36 

Tod Marks
Trainer Fausto Gutierrez has Personal En-
sign favorite Letruska in good form.

https://www.churchilldowns.com/horsemen/
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THE BREEDERS’ CUP 
CHALLENGE SERIES
Win a Challenge Series Race  
and earn free entry into the  
Breeders’ Cup World Championships.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT 
MEMBERS.BREEDERSCUP.COM
RACING@BREEDERSCUP.COM  •  859 • 514 •9422 

NORTH AMERICAN RACETRACKS WITH  
UPCOMING WIN AND YOU’RE IN RACES 

Belmont Park • Churchill Downs • Del Mar •  
Kentucky Downs • Keeneland • Santa Anita •  
Saratoga • Woodbine 

IT MEANS
MILLIONS 
IN FREE 
ENTRY FEES
BREEDERS’ CUP WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
NOVEMBER 5-6, 2021 • DEL MAR, CA

14 CHAMPIONSHIP RACES
$31 MILLION IN PURSES & AWARDS
PRE-ENTRY CLOSES MONDAY, OCTOBER 25

21-280-050 2021_WAYI_SaratogaSpecial_9.5x9.75.indd   121-280-050 2021_WAYI_SaratogaSpecial_9.5x9.75.indd   1 7/19/21   2:59 PM7/19/21   2:59 PM

https://members.breederscup.com/
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STARS OF TOMORROW I

2021 Fall Meet 
Stakes Schedule

OCTOBER 31 – NOVEMBER 28

DREAM SUPREME

Runs Sat., Nov. 13
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 30
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

CHILUKKI (GIII)

Runs Sat., Nov. 20
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 6
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

BET ON SUNSHINE

Runs Sat., Nov. 6
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 23
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

FALLS CITY (GII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 25
$500,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Mile

CLARK (GI)
presented by Norton Healthcare

Runs Fri., Nov. 26
$750,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles

GOLDEN ROD (GII)
2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

LIVELY SHIVELY

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

FERN CREEK

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

STREET SENSE

Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

RAGS TO RICHES

Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII)
2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

STARS OF TOMORROW II

what we were trying to get to. I think 
she’s earned her way and deserves a 
shot.” 

Miss Marissa was a determined 
winner of the Delaware Handicap 
in her last start, besting five foes, in-
cluding fellow Personal Ensign runner 
Bonny South, by 1 ¼ lengths. Ryerson 
had considered for the Shuvee Stakes 
July 25, but a potential showdown 
with Swiss Skydiver that day made 
him search for other options for the 
daughter of He’s Had Enough.  

“Five or six weeks ago, there were 
a lot of opportunities to run her,” Ry-
erson said. “There were races here, 
at Churchill and at Thistledown. We 
decided to go to Delaware because at 
that time, Swiss Skydiver was looking 
at the Shuvee. So we went there and 
we were lucky enough to win.” 

Like Letruska, Miss Marissa runs 
her best races when she is in control 
of the pace. Ryerson recognizes it will 
be a tough task for his filly to chal-
lenge for the lead today. 

“I don’t know if we can control 
the pace in this race, but we have the 
ability to run at horses. (Her jockey) 
Danny Centeno hasn’t done anything 
wrong on her.”

Centeno picked up the mount 
on Miss Marissa when she won the 
Black-Eyed Susan. Ryerson says it 
was fate that would align the filly 
with her rider. 

“Because of the timing of the 
Preakness last year, there weren’t 
many New York riders down in Bal-
timore for that day,” the trainer said. 
“We sought somebody that was ac-
complished there, and we were lucky 
enough to get Danny. Delaware is his 
territory, but we were happy to bring 
him up here. I’m sure he’s excited.” 

Miss Marissa breaks to the outside 
of Letruska in post six at 20-1. 

The 7-2 second choice in the field 
is Preakness winner and champion 
3-year-old filly Swiss Skydiver, who 
finished fourth in the Grade 1 Whit-
ney Stakes last time (after missing the 
Shuvee due to a quarantine) for train-
er Kenny McPeek. Breaking from 
post four, the 4-year-old filly enters 
the race off a 5-furlong workout Aug. 
21, breezing in a minute flat. Her oth-
er two races this year are a win in the 
Grade 1 Beholder Mile at Santa Ani-
ta Park March 13 and a third behind 
Letruska in the Apple Blossom.

As Time Goes By ships in from 
California for trainer Bob Baffert af-
ter a fourth in the Grade 1 Clement L. 
Hirsch at Del Mar. 

Along with Grade 2 wins in the 
Santa Maria and the Santa Margari-
ta this year, she was second to Swiss 
Skydiver in the Beholder Mile. Mike 
Smith gets the call. 

Completing the field are Grade 1 
Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup 
Stakes winner Harvey’s Lil Goil, Shu-
vee Stakes winner Royal Flag, Grade 
3 winner Bonny South, Molly Pitcher 
victress Graceful Princess, and 2019 
Alabama winner Dunbar Road.

Personal Ensign –
 Continued from page 34

Tod Marks
A winner here last summer, Miss Marissa looks for a Grade 1 today.

https://www.churchilldowns.com/horsemen/
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December 3, 2021 to 
May 8, 2022

Stall Applications Due Oct. 21
Condition Books Now Available

A NEW LEVEL OF RACING 

https://www.oaklawn.com/racing/horsemen/?utm_source=Saratoga+Special&utm_medium=Banner&utm_campaign=StallApp&utm_id=22HR&utm_content=Stall+App
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  24 Highland Ave,

Manchester Center 

  Vermont, 05255

  802-362-3022

tilting@tilting.com

 www.tilting.com


BY TOM LAW
Like clockwork, day after day since 

arriving from Kentucky in mid-July, 
Life Is Good stands at the Oklahoma 
Training Track gap before training 
at 5:30 a.m., ready to embark on his 
daily routine on the way to his antici-
pated comeback.

The former top-tier candidate for 
the Kentucky Derby is often one of, 
or the only member of trainer Todd 
Pletcher’s string on the Oklahoma. 
The others go back and forth from 
his barn inside Horse Haven, with 
Pletcher in tow in his golf cart to 
watch either from his spot near the 
five-eighths pole or in the grandstand. 
That’s all by design and planned out, 
like everything in the Hall of Famer’s 

fine-tuned operation.
“We felt like he’s an ambitious 

horse and we were trying to come 
up with a plan where he could get a 
quiet set,” Pletcher said. “We’re cer-
tainly not the only guys that will hit 
the track at 5:30, but we’ve seemed 
to have found a good routine for him 
and it seems to have worked well.”

Pletcher and Life Is Good’s con-
nections hope the routine sets the 
unbeaten Into Mischief colt up for a 
big effort in today’s Grade 1 H. Al-
len Jerkens Stakes at Saratoga, where 
he’ll take on the likes of Jackie’s War-
rior, Drain The Clock and stablemate 
Following Sea in the traditional Tra-

vers Day undercard fixture. It’s a tall 
order for a colt on the comeback from 
an injury that knocked him out of the 
Triple Crown and after a change in 
trainers this summer. 

“He came in about six or seven 
days before his first work up here,” 
Pletcher said of Life Is Good’s half-

mile breeze in :48.88 July 24 on the 
Oklahoma. “He’d been training 
steadily along at Keeneland, got a 
good foundation there, galloped and 
put in some works there.”

Life Is Good vaulted toward the 

Tod Marks
Life Is Good eyes a fourth win in as many starts, in his first race for trainer Todd Pletcher.

ALLEN JERKENS STAKES PREVIEW

Big Return
Ex-Derby hope Life Is Good 
ready for first start since March

Continued On Page 40 

https://www.tilting.com/


39Saturday, auguSt 28, 2021 the Saratoga Special

TOP 40
CENTRAL BANKER

Active Dirt SireActive Dirt Sire

Inquiries to Joe McMahon / 180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY  12866
(518) 587-3426 / office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Leads all sires east 
of the Mississippi and is 
#2 overall by % of 
winners from starters
51.35%
Higher than 
Into Mischief 47%,Ghostzapper 40%,
Speightstown 45%, Curlin 43%, Tapit 39%, etc.

NY's Leading Sire of 2021
Aug. 20 sired another Saratoga winner by a wide margin, 
9 lengths in wire to wire style 1/5 off the track record

$2,795,816 in 2021 Earnings
Leads the Northeast by over $1,000,000

3 Black Type Dirt Stakes Winners
in 2021, the most for any sire in the region

MSW/MGSP Millionaire BANKIT
Leads all stakes winners by a NY Sire

CENTRAL BANKER
           Speightstown – Rhum, by Go for Gin

4 SARATOGA WINNERS THROUGH AUGUST 22!

http://mcmahonthoroughbreds.com/
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 Highest Rated
Turf Horse in

the USA 2021

DOMESTIC SPENDING
purchased by Klaravich Stables
from Highclere Stud 
for 300,000 gns
additional Gr. 1 winners inc:
AUNT PEARL, CAMPANELLE, 
DIGITAL AGE, 
NEWSPAPEROFRECORD

Europe’s Unrivalled Source of 

US GRADED STAKES WINNERS

TAT T E R S A L L S  O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E ,  B O O K  1

O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E 
Book 1 October 5 – 7

featuring the £20,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus 
 

Lincoln Collins T: +1 859 339 3301    l.collins@tattersalls.com   www.tattersalls.com 

top of the 3-year-old division with victories in the 
Grade 3 Sham and Grade 2 San Felipe for trainer 
Bob Baffert, both at the expense of his stablemate 
and eventual embattled Kentucky Derby winner 
Medina Spirit. Life Is Good suffered a hind ankle 
chip in a workout March 20 at Santa Anita Park, 
which took him out of consideration for the Derby.

Life Is Good rehabbed at WinStar Farm, which 
co-owns the colt with China Horse Club, and re-
turned to training there before going to Keeneland 
this spring. He breezed three times at Keeneland 
before WinStar and China Horse Club made the 
decision to send him to Pletcher.

Life Is Good obviously came in with a reputation 
and lived up to it from the start. 

“He’s always been a real impressive horse to 
watch train, continues to be and is now,” Pletcher 
said last week, the day before he won the Alabama 
with Malathaat. 

Pletcher and the colt’s owners picked the 7-fur-
long Jerkens for Life Is Good’s comeback race, 
where he’ll face multiple Grade 1 winner Jackie’s 
Warrior, Grade 1 Woody Stephens winner Drain 
The Clock, stablemate and Haskell runner-up via 
disqualification Following Sea, runaway New York-
bred allowance winner Judge N Jury and two-time 
winner Newbomb. 

Mike Smith, aboard for each of Life Is Good’s 
three starts in California, flies in for the mount on 
the 8-5 second choice on the morning line behind 
even-money favorite Jackie’s Warrior. 

“It’s kind of a pick your poison in terms of 
where you’re going to come back,” Pletcher said. 
“A horse like that is probably going to run fast off 
the layoff no matter where you are. So, there’s a lot 
of upside in a Grade 1. Fortunately, we drew a good 
post. It’s obviously a talented group of horses but 
he’s trained exceptionally well.”

Following Sea, a son of Travers Day sponsor 
Runhappy who scorched a 6 1/2-furlong allowance 
at Belmont Park June 3 to earn a spot in the Has-
kell, shortens up from 9 furlongs to 7. He was also 
previously trained by Baffert before Spendthrift 
Farm made the decision to move their runners from 
the Hall of Fame trainer who has been banned from 
Churchill Downs and potentially faces Medina 
Spirit being disqualified from the Kentucky Derby 
for a positive drug test. 

A maiden winner at Oaklawn Park in his sec-
ond start in March, Following Sea won the June 3 
allowance in his first start for Pletcher and ran 6 ½ 
furlongs that day in 1:15.28. 

In the Haskell, he crossed the line third, 18 ¼ 
lengths behind Hot Rod Charlie and Mandaloun 
but was elevated to second when the former was 
disqualified for an incident that caused Midnight 
Bourbon to fall. 

“He disappointed me in the Haskell because he 
trained like a horse that would stretch out,” Pletch-

er said. “I was concerned as the day went along 
it didn’t seem like inside speed was holding up at 
Monmouth. You would think a horse with natu-
ral speed like him would love the conditions there, 
but that particular day it didn’t work out. He might 
have been against the grain on the track that day. 
Shortening up makes sense.”

Jackie’s Warrior stretches out a sixteenth after 
blasting the field, including Drain The Clock, in the 
Grade 2 Amsterdam Aug. 1. 

The Maclean’s Music colt improved to 3-for-3 in 
the Amsterdam, adding that to victories last season 
in the Grade 2 Saratoga Special and Grade 1 Hope-
ful on Closing Day. 

He won the Amsterdam by 7 ¼ lengths in 
1:15.46, skipping over the slop after a lengthy rain 
and thunderstorm delay.

“Jaw-dropping. He’s jaw-dropping. Thirty-one 
minute delay and then he does that. He’s got a very 
strong constitution. Very strong,” said Steve As-
mussen, who trains the colt for Kirk and Judy Ro-
bison. “I like his record here, speed is very effective 
at Saratoga and he’s got speed. His Hopeful and 
Saratoga Special would be hard to top, his three 
races here have been fun, so far. But that’s the thing 
about horse racing, they’re so proud of that, they 
make you do it again.”

Joel Rosario, aboard for Jackie’s Warrior’s last 
eight starts, takes the return call from post 2 just 
outside of Drain The Clock. 

Additional reporting by Sean Clancy.

Jerkens –
 Continued from page 38

https://www.tattersalls.com/


41Saturday, auguSt 28, 2021 the Saratoga Special

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

A 2018 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga NY-Bred Yearling Sale 
purchase, TIZ THE LAW became a Grade 1 winner in his 
second start at 2 and multiple G1 winner at 3, including 

the  Belmont Stakes. 
- Ranked second-leading money earner of 2020 -

Don’t miss the opportunity to own a quality 
registered NY-bred! 

Keeneland September Yearling Sale
September 13 - 24

For catalog pages of NY-bred yearlings
visit NYBREDS.COM/AUCTION

ADAM COGLIANESE PHOTO ©

https://www.nybreds.com/
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BY JOE CLANCY
If Lexitonian were running for of-

fice, his campaign would label him 
the underdog. You know, the long-
shot candidate who got clobbered in 
the early primaries, found his foot-
ing with a good stump speech, lost 
ground to the bigger names and their 
snazzy commercials, then bounced 
back when it mattered most. 

And here he is, coming off a crucial 
win, in with a shot on Election Day.

Sent off at 34-1 in the Grade 1 Al-
fred G. Vanderbilt at Saratoga Race 
Course July 31, Lexitonian halted a 
14-month victory drought and joined 
the fight for the sprint division with a 
half-length win and a career-best per-
formance. Four weeks later, he gets a 
chance to prove it wasn’t a fluke as 

one of eight in the Grade 1, $600,000 
Forego Stakes. Whitmore (third), Fi-
renze Fire (fifth) and Mishevious Alex 
(eighth) return from the Vanderbilt, 
with favorite Yaupon, second choice 
Mind Control and longshots Dou-
bly Blessed and Chance It joining the 
7-furlong stakes. The eighth of 13 
races, the Forego goes at 3:37 p.m.

Sisterson likes what he sees from 
his horse.

“I know he’s not a fan favorite 
because he can be a tough horse to 
handicap,” said Sisterson, who trains 
the 5-year-old for owner/breeder Cal-
umet Farm. “You kind of don’t know 
what horse is going to show up. But 
from a barn standpoint he’s shown us 

signs he’s going to run a similar race 
in the Forego that he ran in the Van-
derbilt.”

There, from the inside post, he 
outran favorite Mischevious Alex for 
the lead, shrugged off mid-race chal-
lenges from Strike Power and Special 
Reserve and then denied the latter 
through the stretch. Put the longshot 

win alongside a second (at 46-1) in 
the Grade 1 Churchill Downs Sprint 
in May, a 12-1 allowance score at 
Churchill 2020, a third (at 46-1) in 
Keeneland’s Phoenix Stakes in 2019 
and two stakes wins at Pimlico (at 
17-1 and 18-1) in 2019. 

Tod Marks
Lexitonian leaves the winner’s circle – in some sweet threads – after the Vanderbilt.

FOREGO STAKES PREVIEW

Horse Race
Lexitonian tries to ice opponents 
for Calumet in 7-furlong Grade 1

Continued On Page 44 

https://starlightracing.com/
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Partnerships for some of the best moments of your life.

There are only  
so many moments  

in life you’ll  
remember forever.

The Finest Horses 

The Greatest Experiences 

The Perfect Partnership

ARROGATE – STELLARIS yearling colt
Purchased at the prestigious Saratoga Select Sale.  

Our eight prior G1 horses from this sale include an 
Eclipse champion, a Belmont Stakes victor, 

and a Breeders' Cup winner. 

Don't miss your chance  
to own this one.

888-606-7223   CENTENNIALFARMS.COM

https://centennialfarms.com/
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Today, the son of Speightstown is the 9-2 fourth 
choice behind Yaupon, Mind Control and Whit-
more from post three with Jose Lezcano taking the 
return call.

Sisterson can laugh about the form, but is also 
quick to defend his horse (fifth in last year’s Forego 
on a sloppy track).

“I have no idea what Lexitonian will do,” the 
trainer said before the Vanderbilt. “He could win, 
or he could finish dead last.”

He won, but isn’t as inconsistent as he might 
seem. His two best races last year – an allowance 
win in May and a nose loss in the Bing Crosby in 
August – were back-to-back. The Crosby came via 
a jacked-up schedule that included a gate scratch in 
the Vanderbilt Saturday, a breeze in Saratoga and a 
van ride to Kentucky Sunday, and a flight to Califor-
nia Monday to make the starting gate of two Grade 
1 stakes in a week (on opposite sides of the country). 

And Sisterson would just as soon forget this 
year’s Met Mile, where Lexitonian finished sixth 
and 45 lengths behind winner Silver State.

“Maybe that was too far but we thought the 
one-turn mile would be fine,” he said. “They didn’t 
go quick up front for that caliber of horse. That’s 
him, he can shut himself down and say, ‘Today’s 
not my day,’ and obviously that wasn’t his day.

“I’m speaking from a biased standpoint, but if 
you really diagnose his form he can put together 
consistent races.”

Friday morning looked like Lexitonian’s day as 
he tried to nip stablemates who walked past his 
stall, paced at the webbing a little and generally 
acted nothing like a horse who might be knocked 
out from a big effort four weeks ago.

“You put that in the horse’s hands,” Sisterson 
said of judging how much a race takes out of a 
horse. “He’ll tell us if it’s taken the edge off. From 
an energy standpoint, an appetite standpoint, a 
physical standpoint he’s doing well. That’s all you 
can go by.”  

Ron Moquett liked what he saw in Whitmore in 
the days and weeks following the Vanderbilt to take 

another stab at Saratoga in 2021 with the 8-year-
old fan favorite. Whitmore won the 2018 Forego, 
defeating eventual Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile and 
Pegasus World Cup winner City Of Light in one of 
his best performances along with last year’s Breed-
ers’ Cup Sprint. He finished 1 3/4 lengths behind 
Lexitonian in the Vanderbilt, which was the Pleas-
antly Perfect gelding’s first start in three months. 

“We’re proud of the fact that we’ve let him make 
every decision and that’s the way it will be,” Mo-
quett said. “There will come a time that he decides 
he’s not as interested. Hopefully we pay attention 
enough and remove ourself from the situation to 
see it. But if you can get them training like him at 2 
then you would be excited about running him. Age 
is just a number.”

Whitmore reunites with Joel Rosario and breaks 
from post two in the Forego. Rosario rode Whit-
more to a second in last year’s Vanderbilt.

“I’m hoping that race either propels him or fear-
ful that the race was so good that it knocks him 
out,” Moquett said of this year’s Vanderbilt. “Peo-
ple don’t realize he ran against the bias, made up 
ground when you’re not supposed to. And it was a 
harder race. He didn’t show it in the other workout 
the other morning. But you always wonder, did that 
race knock him out?”

Todd Pletcher purposely avoided the Vanderbilt 
with Mind Control, who won the Grade 2 John A. 
Nerud in his first start for the barn 27 days before 

Forego –
 Continued from page 42

Continued On Page 46 

Tod Marks
Whitmore seeks his 16th career win.

https://hubs.ly/H0sDv-C0
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at Belmont Park. The 5-year-old son of Stay Thirsty 
finished third in last year’s Vanderbilt, just a half-
length behind Whitmore when trained by Gregory 
Sacco. 

Pletcher took over in the spring, not long after 
Mind Control finished a non-threatening seventh in 
the Grade 1 Churchill Downs on Derby Day. That 
marked his eighth straight loss, which followed a 
three-race win streak starting with the Grade 1 H. 
Allen Jerkens on Travers Day in 2019. Mind Con-
trol also won the Grade 1 Hopeful at Saratoga in 
2018, giving him two of his five career wins at 7 
furlongs on the track. 

“He’s a neat horse to train, very focused and en-
joys his job on a daily basis,” Pletcher said. “He’s 
a good work horse and has a good record going 
seven-eighths here. It’s a deep field and it looks like 
a good blend of speed and closers. Unlike the last 
race we kind of felt like we had to commit with 
Firenze Fire not only being the horse to beat but 
the only other speed in the race. So we got away 
alertly and that helped. This race I think we can let 
it unfold naturally and see where he is.”

Mind Control drew post four and is 7-2 on the 
line for John Velazquez. 

Bill and Corinne Heiligbrodt’s Yaupon makes 
his first start since blasting through Pimlico’s Lite 

The Fuse Stakes July 4. The 4-year-old Uncle Mo 
colt ran to his 2-5 odds that day, winning by 1 3/4 
lengths over Maryland veteran Laki, after opening 
the year with an eighth in the Dubai Golden Sha-
heen. As a 3-year-old, the Steve Asmussen trainee 
won his first four including the Amsterdam at Sara-
toga and the Chick Lang at Saratoga. He makes his 
first start beyond 6 furlongs as the 5-2 favorite for 
jockey Ricardo Santanta Jr. from post seven.

“We need that A race,” Asmussen said. “Last 
year, the whole racing calendar, the whole land-
scape…I got ahead of him last year. The Allen Jerk-

ens ran before the Amsterdam, he wasn’t up for the 
Breeders’ Cup, experience-wise.

“Under the lights in Dubai, just did not show 
up at all, just didn’t happen. Trained great, chose 
the Pimlico race because of him winning there, he’s 
won here, just trying to follow the plan. Passed on 
the Vanderbilt for this spot. And he drew perfectly.”

Mischevious Alex started as the Vanderbilt fa-
vorite and faded to eighth for Cash Is King and LC 
Racing. Trained by Saffie Joseph Jr., the 4-year-old 
Into Mischief colt won his first three to start this 
year, capped by the Grade 1 Carter at Aqueduct in 
April before settling for third in the Met Mile. Irad 
Ortiz Jr. rides from the inside post at 6-1. 

Fourteen wins will typically make you the lead-
er in any American race, but sprint veteran Firenze 
Fire gives up one to Whitmore but packs plenty of 
punch for owner/breeder Mr Amore Stable. Train-
er Kelly Breen took over from the indicted Jason 
Servis last spring and has produced four wins (all 
graded stakes) including back-to-back triumphs in 
the Runhappy in May and the True North in June. 
Fifth in the Vanderbilt, the 6-year-old gets another 
crack at Lexitonian from the outside post with Jose 
Ortiz at 6-1. 

Doubly Blessed (15-1, Luis Saez) exits a Belmont 
allowance win in May after starting the year in a 
$16,000 claimer for trainer Mike Maker. Chance 
It (20-1, Tyler Gaffalione) makes his third start of 
2021 after finishing third twice at Gulfstream Park.

Additional reporting by Tom Law and Sean Clancy.

Forego –
 Continued from page 44

Tod Marks
Mind Control exits a win in the Grade 2 Nerud at Belmont.

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales
Donna Freyer

Camden, South Carolina  •  803-243-4848 
djfreyer@bellsouth.net  •  customcareequine.com
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Michael McCarthy walked be-

hind Ce Ce and Melissa Cohen after 
schooling in the paddock Thursday 
afternoon. McCarthy, carrying a 
foam saddling pad and weathering 
a heat wave, watched his Grade 1 
winner duck and jive down the horse 
path on her way back to Todd Pletch-
er’s barn on the Oklahoma side. Fans 
in the picnic area yelled at the televi-
sions for the winner in the fourth and 
Ce Ce marched at a 45-degree angle 
to the rail on her left, part snowplow, 
part fullback.

“It’s quiet in California...” McCa-
rthy said. 

By the time, Ce Ce had gotten back 
to her stall, the 5-year-old mare had 
taken a long deep breath, brushed off 
the excitement and walked quietly 
under the trees. The art of paddock 
schooling. 

It’s a process McCarthy has done 
many times. The longtime assistant to 
Pletcher worked with three Ballerina 
winners, Harmony Lodge, Turbulent 
Descent and Hilda’s Passion after 
joining the stable in 2002. 

“I had great days here. I was think-
ing about it on the plane when I saw 
that Chad (Brown) had won five,” 
McCarthy said. “I clearly remem-
ber when we won five here, 2004. 
We were 0-for-8 or 9 the day before 
and came back and won five (of five). 
I remember Travers Day when we 

ran Strong Hope. I remember hav-
ing standing water in my cuffs of my 
pants.”

McCarthy went on his own, mov-
ing back home to California, in 2014. 
Seven years later, with a Preakness, a 
Breeders’ Cup, a Pegasus and eight 
additional Grade 1 stakes on his re-
sume, McCarthy returns to try to win 
a Grade 1 in Saratoga. 

“I would certainly say the thought 
process was that I would like to par-
ticipate in races like the Ballerina, 
like the Preakness, like the Breeders’ 
Cup,” McCarthy said. “Saratoga is 
always on my radar. Running in these 
big races at Saratoga, it’s like a major 
in golf. I love it here. I love it here.”

Ce Ce arrived Tuesday night and 
bedded down at the end of Brad 
Cox’s barn but squarely in Pletcher’s 
string in the barn next door. Wednes-
day morning, Pletcher’s foreman Juan 
Aguayo steadied the mare as Cohen 
bathed her. McCarthy fetched a sweat 
sheet from Pletcher’s barn.

“Not the Oaks one,” Aguayo 
warned. “That is for Malathaat.”

McCarthy returned with a white 
147th Kentucky Derby. That was fair 
game.

A six-time winner, including the 
Grade 1 Beholder and the Grade 1 Ap-
ple Blossom at Oaklawn Park in 2020 

and the Grade 2 Princess Rooney at 
Gulfstream in her most recent start, 
the daughter of Elusive Quality is 
4-1 on the morning line. Bo Hirsch’s 
homebred is second choice behind the 
once-beaten Gamine. 

“By design, give her a break after 
the Breeders’ Cup, get her started 
back at Santa Anita. We gave some 
thought about heading to New York 
for the Ogden Phipps but decided 
to stay home instead of getting on a 
plane,” McCarthy said. “The way 
we see it in California is that slow is 
a little safer but for a mare like her, 
she likes it (stomps foot). Gulfstream 
is known to be a faster type of race 
track so we headed back there and the 
stars aligned for us, she showed up 
and ran super. It didn’t take long for 
me to figure out that this is the spot.”

Ce Ce drew the outside post of 
seven. With strong efforts from 6 fur-
longs in her debut win to a fifth going 
9 furlongs in the Breeders’ Cup Dis-
taff, Ce Ce should find a comfortable 
spot under regular pilot Victor Espi-
noza. 

“She’s been good at various dis-
tances, this year, it’s something that’s 
worked for us,” McCarthy said. 
“She’s always been in good form. She’s 
found some racetracks that aren’t to 
her liking. Her race in the Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff was sneaky good.”

As for coming back to his old 
stomping grounds with the second 
choice in the Ballerina, McCarthy has 
come full circle.

“When you work in an outfit like 
that, very few people are going to 

Sean Clancy
Ce Ce ships in from California for Preakness-winning trainer Michael McCarthy.

BALLERINA STAKES PREVIEW

Hello Again
McCarthy returns for Gr. 1 try

Continued On Page 49 
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! Leading New York breeders Chester and 

Mary Broman look to have another good 
filly on their hands after homebred Makin 
My Move made easy work of a New-York 
Bred maiden at Saratoga Aug. 20. Trained 
by John Kimmel, the Carpe Diem filly went 
straight to the lead in the 6-furlong sprint 
on dirt and never looked back to win by 12 
1/2 lengths. 

A $190,000 RNA at this season’s OBS 
March Sale of Two-Year-Olds In Training, 
Makin My Move hails from another Broman homebred in Hard 
To Stay Notgo. That mare is out of successful broodmare Which-
waydidshego, purchased by Chester Broman at the 2009 Keene-
land November Sale for $425,000 in foal to Unbridled’s Song. 

Still an active member of the Broman broodmare band, the 
granddaughter of the great broodmare Yarn has produced three 
stakes winners for her owners – Mark My Way, Haul Anchor and 
Hard to Stay Notgo. Trained by Jimmy Jerkens, Hard to Stay Not-

go spent her eight-race ca-
reer in New York where she 
won stakes at Aqueduct and Finger Lakes 
and placed in Saratoga and Belmont Park 
stakes.

Retired in 2015, Hard To Stay Notgo is 
already the dam of three-time winner Got-
ta Go Mo. A $425,000 purchase by Kimmel 
for Kristen and Matt Esler at the 2019 OBS 
March sale as a 2-year-old, the Uncle Mo 
filly finished second in Pimlico’s The Very 

One Stakes in May and was beaten a head in a Saratoga allowance 
Aug. 11. Hard to Stay Notgo produced a New York-bred Flatter 
filly this year and was bred back to Mendelssohn. 

Whichwaydidshego has a New York-bred Classic Empire 
yearling colt and a New York-bred Catalina Cruiser colt born 
April 29.

– Melissa Bauer-Herzog  
(photo by Dave Harmon)

Makin My Move

reach those numbers, some people don’t want to 
reach those numbers, they’re comfortable,” McCa-
rthy said. “You’re always hoping you can do it, if 
you have the mindset, the drive, you certainly want 
to do it.” 

The Ballerina starts and stops with Gamine. 
Michael Lund Petersen’s daughter of Into Mis-

chief rides a four-race win streak into the $500,000 
stakes. Trained by Bob Baffert and ridden by John 
Velazquez, the 2020 champion filly and mare 
sprinter has lost once, when third in the 2020 Ken-
tucky Oaks (she was disqualified after failing a 
post-race drug test). This year, she’s won the Grade 
3 Las Flores, the Grade 1 Derby City Distaff and 
the Grade 2 Great Lady M. 

Sconsin has failed in her two prior attempts to 
beat Gamine, but she’s getting closer. After running 
fourth by 6 ¾ lengths in last year’s Breeders’ Cup 
Filly and Mare Sprint, Greg Foley’s 4-year-old filly 
was second to Gamine in the Derby City Distaff 
on the Kentucky Derby undercard, coming up 1½ 
lengths short.

“We’re in the game with her,” said the Ken-
tucky-based Foley, whose filly arrived in Saratoga 
Tuesday. “We made her run a little bit at Churchill. 
I hope we can make her run a bunch more.”

Owned by Lloyd Madison Farm, Sconsin made 

eight starts in 2020, winning three, including the 
Grade 2 Eight Belles on the Kentucky Oaks under-
card. After the Breeders’ Cup, she was given the 
winter off and made her 2021 debut with a dull 
effort in the Grade 1 Madison Stakes at Keeneland. 

Following a second in the Derby City Distaff, 
Sconsin won the Grade 3 Winning Colors at Chur-
chill, then lost a narrow decision to a red-hot Bell’s 
The One in the Roxelana. With Churchill closing 
for track renovations after the spring meet, Foley 
has been stabled at Ellis Park.

“The horses have loved it there,” he said. “We 
call it Saratoga South. It’s a neat place.”

Foley said Sconsin has thrived at the Pea Patch, 
shipped well and seems to equally like the Capital 
Region.

“She’s done great,” said Foley, whose horse is 
stabled in Steve Asmussen’s barn on the Oklahoma. 

“She’s as happy as can be and she hasn’t missed an 
oat. She has trained absolutely great.”

With Gamine sure to break sharpy from the rail, 
Foley is hoping someone will run with her early. 

“There’s not a lot of natural speed in the race,” 
he said. “I’m not going to be chasing her down the 
backside. I’m going to let my filly run her race.”

And if that’s not good enough?
“No excuses,” Foley said. “My filly is going to 

run good.”
Third choice goes to Estilo Talentoso for Dela-

ware Park-based Juan Arriagada and owners Me-
dallion Racing, Barry Fowler, Parkland Thorough-
breds, Little Red Feather and BlackRidge Stable. 
The daughter of Maclean’s Music finished second 
behind Ce Ce in the Princess Rooney. Jose Ortiz 
picks up the ride. 

The Bill Mott-trained Lake Avenue exits neck 
losses in the Grade 3 Bed ’o Roses and Grade 2 
Honorable Miss. The Godolphin homebred breaks 
from post two with Junior Alvarado. 

Casual carries a 15-1 morning line for Steve As-
mussen and Ricardo Santana Jr. Owned and bred 
by Hill ‘n’ Dale Equine Holdings and Stretch Run, 
the 4-year-old daughter of Curlin has posted four 
stakes-placed efforts this year. 

Truth Hurts finished 4 lengths behind Lake Ave-
nue in the Honorable Miss. The 4-year-old daugh-
ter of Tonalist attracts Joel Rosario for Chad Sum-
mers and J. Stable. 

Additional reporting by Paul Halloran.

Ballerina –
 Continued from page 48

Sean Clancy
Michael McCarthy (left) and Todd Pletcher watch horses 
train Friday.
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Andrew Byrnes called Tony 

Dutrow about the Ballston Spa as en-
try day neared for the Grade 2 stakes. 
It was the standard stakes-coordina-
tor-to-trainer-about-a-stakes-coming-
up-light conversation.

“Tony, I’m thinking I’m only get 
four or five for this race…”

Byrnes had Dutrow at hello. 
“Andrew, don’t say another word,” 

Dutrow said. “I know there are mon-
sters in there, I don’t want to hear 
about Chad and Mott and Clement, I 
don’t want to hear about it, don’t say 
another word. Count me in.”

That’s how good High Opinion is 
doing.

Owned by Woodford Racing and 
Team D, the daughter of Lemon Drop 
Kid drew the rail in the $400,000 
stakes, a turf stakes for fillies and 
mares going 1 1/16 miles. Leading 
jockey Luis Saez rides for the first 
time. 

Fresh off a win against first-level 
allowance foes here at a mile July 31, 
High Opinion convinced Dutrow in 
that race and over the next month to 
aim high. 

“We brought her up here and she 
turned around extremely quickly. I 
was happy with her and she was doing 
very good at Belmont, but when she 

came here she just blossomed. That’s 
her right there,” Dutrow said, point-
ing to a proud bay filly in the second 
stall to the end in his eight-stall barn 
in the center of Camp Fire Court. 
“She looks phenomenal. I can’t think 
of how a horse could be doing any 
better than her. Cut her back in dis-
tance, she ran well. Came out of the 
race unbelievably, she’s training may-
be as good as I’ve ever had a horse in 
my career train.”

High Opinion broke her maiden 
in her third start last year and fin-
ished second in the Winter Memories 
in her next start. Freshened over the 
winter, she produced a second, a fifth 
and a second against allowance rivals 
at Belmont Park. Shortened up by a 
quarter mile for her Saratoga debut, 
the $130,000 yearling rallied to beat 
Love And Thunder by a half-length. 

“I don’t know where she’ll finish, I 
don’t know, maybe last, but I believe 
that filly will run fantastic,” Dutrow 
said. “She’s put on weight, she’s eat-
ing differently, her attitude is, ‘You’re 
not doing enough with me, let me do 
more, I’m ready to go.’ We’ve been 
doing nothing but this our whole 
lives, we can tell when a horse is tell-
ing us, right? I know it’s a deep race 

but we’re going to go. I just have to. 
I have to.”

After three lean years when he 
combined to win 10 races, Dutrow 
has resurged this year, sending out 13 
winners from just 43 starters, includ-
ing three at the meet. 

“It’s just that I got some useful 
horses, some nicer horses. I think 
that’s the whole thing,” Dutrow said. 
“I’m doing the same job I’ve done my 
whole career. How could I do any-
thing less than what I know in doing 
this for 50 years. I just have some-
thing to work with this year.” 

And, yes, there are monsters facing 
High Opinion. 

Chad Brown looks to keep his 
strong second half of the meet rolling 
and tries for his sixth Ballston Spa 
win since 2012 with the three favor-

ites on the morning line in Viadera, 
Kalifornia Queen and Tamahere. 

The linemaker gave the slight edge 
to Viadera, pegging her at 9-5 off her 
troubled fourth in the Fasig-Tipton De 
La Rose Aug. 8. Juddmonte’s home-
bred daughter of Bated Breath won 
the Grade 1 Matriarch and Grade 3 
Noble Damsel last season, along with 
the De La Rose, and she runs back on 
20 days’ rest with Joel Rosario on the 
return call. 

“That was just her second race off 
the layoff,” Brown said of the De La 
Rose, where Viadera was blocked on 
the turn and steadied in the stretch. 
“She got in a lot of trouble there so 
we’re going to draw a line through 
it and run her back on short rest be-

Tod Marks
High Opinion looks to repeat her allowance win from July 31 for trainer Tony Dutrow.

BALLSTON SPA PREVIEW

High Shot
Dutrow aims big in Grade 2 
turf stakes with 4-year-old filly

Continued On Page 51 
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cause I don’t think she had the oppor-
tunity to run much in that race.”

Kalifornia Queen, the 2-1 second 
favorite with Flavien Prat, makes her 
Saratoga debut off a second in the 
Grade 3 Matchmaker on Haskell Day 
at Monmouth Park July 17. A Group 
2 winner in Germany before coming to 
the U.S. late last year, Kalifornia Queen 
won a 1 1/16-mile allowance two starts 
back at Belmont Park. 

“That filly has been a different horse 
since we put the blinkers back on her 
and cut her back in distance,” Brown 
said. “I was running her too far off her 
campaign with us, relying on her pre-
vious form and it just didn’t work out. 
So, I started over with her, cut her back 
and distance.”

Ta m a h e r e 
goes as the 7-2 
third choice 
with Irad Or-
tiz Jr. She fin-
ished second 
at odds-on in 
a 1 1/16-mile 
optional last 
time. Second 
in the Grade 
1 Jenny Wiley 
at Keeneland 
to start her 
4-year-old season, she finished ninth in 
the Grade 1 Just A Game on Belmont 
Stakes Day two starts back. 

“Tamahere kind of lost her way 
a little bit and we’re trying to get her 
back,” Brown said. 

Platinum Paynter and New York 
Girl, who exit the same 1-mile optional 
on the grass Aug. 1, complete the field. 
Platinum Paynter finished second that 
day after a third in the Grade 3 Dr. 
James Penny Memorial at Parx Racing 
July 6 for trainer Juan Vazquez. Jose 
Lezcano rides the 5-year-old Paynter 
mare, who is 10-1 on the line. 

Bill Mott sends out New York Girl 
in search of his third Ballston Spa vic-
tory. The Irish-bred daughter of New 
Approach finished fourth in the Aug. 1 
race after checking sharply and gets a 
new rider in John Velazquez today. On 
the board in three graded turf stakes in 
Florida, Kentucky and New York this 
season, she’s 6-1 on the early line.

Additional reporting by Tom Law.

Ballston Spa –
 Continued from page 50
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Saturday, August 28.

1ST (11:35AM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 6 ............Royal Spirit .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
1a  .... MTO ......So Determined ............... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
2  ..... MTO ......Chileno ........................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-1
3  ..... 2 ............Electability ...................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
4  ..... 3 ............Spin Wheel ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... G. Arnold, II................ 10-1
5  ..... 4 ............Martini’nmoonshine ....... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss .................... 15-1
6  ..... MTO ......Gruden ........................... F. Prat .............................. R. Moquett ................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Doctor Davis .................. J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Speaking Scout .............. L. Saez ............................. H. Motion ..................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Daunt ............................. M. Franco ........................ R. Ribaudo ................. 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Sweeping Giant .............. J. Rosario ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 2-1
11..... MTO ......Pioneer of Medina .......... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2

2ND (12:08PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Back to Normal .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker ...................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Dr. Perry ......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Be Better ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Hoist the Gold ................ M. Franco ........................ D. Stewart .................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Jack Christopher ............ J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 9-5
6  ..... 6 ............Illustrious ....................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ..................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Steinbeck ....................... L. Saez ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-1

3RD (12:44PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Princess Fawzia .............. J. Velazquez ..................... L. Rice ........................ 10-1
1a  .... 7 ............Sparkling Sky ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. H. DePaz .................... 10-1
2  ..... 1 ............Vividly (GB) .................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Walsh ....................... 8-1
3  ..... 2 ............Golden Plume ................ F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-2
4  ..... 3 ............Windfall Profit ................ L. Saez ............................. C. McGaughey III ....... 12-1
5  ..... MTO ......Trinni Luck ..................... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-5
6  ..... 6 ............Secret Time (GER) ......... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Gargan ..................... 9-2
7  ..... 8 ............Kitten by the Sea ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
8  ..... 9 ............Love And Thunder (IRE) J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-5

4TH (1:17PM). $400,000, STK - BALLSTON SPA, 4 & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............High Opinion .................. L. Saez ............................. A. Dutrow ..................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Tamahere (FR) ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Viadera (GB) .................. J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown ...................... 8-5
4  ..... 4 ............New York Girl (IRE) ........ J. Velazquez ..................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Platinum Paynter ............ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Vazquez .................. 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kalifornia Queen (GER) .. F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1

5TH (1:54PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Koosman ........................ L. Saez ............................. T. Hills .......................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Something Majestic ....... J. Lezcano ....................... R. Klesaris .................. 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Miracle Nicky ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Whittington Park ............ M. Franco ........................ B. Cox .......................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Raw Courage .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Abreu ...................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Brady’s Legacy ............... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Eridromos ...................... B. Hernandez ................... R. Lugovich ................ 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Wicked Bobby ................ J. Alvarado ...................... K. McPeek .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Bointheback ................... E. Cancel .......................... A. Dutrow ..................... 6-1

6TH (2:26PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............After Five ........................ J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-1
2  ..... MTO ......Ampersand ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... P. Serpe ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gins and Tins ................. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Gorham ................. 15-1
4  ..... MTO ......Baby Yoda ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 7-5
5  ..... MTO ......Stage Left ....................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Charmed (GB) ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. P. Antonacci ................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Colton’s Command ......... J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Mamba On Three ........... J. Alvarado ...................... C. David ...................... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Shiraz ............................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Christopher .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Stephens .................. 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Big Package ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Donk ........................ 5-2
12..... 12 ..........Lomu ............................. J. Davis ............................ L. MacKinnon ............. 30-1

7TH (3:02PM). $500,000, STK - THE KETEL ONE BALLERINA, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Gamine ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Baffert ...................... 3-5
2  ..... 2 ............Lake Avenue ................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Casual ............................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Truth Hurts ..................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Summers ............... 50-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sconsin .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Foley ........................ 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Estilo Talentoso .............. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Arriagada .................. 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Ce Ce .............................. V. Espinoza ...................... M. McCarthy ................ 4-1

8TH (3:37PM). $600,000, STK - THE FOREGO, 4 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mischevious Alex ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Whitmore ....................... J. Rosario ........................ R. Moquett ................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lexitonian ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Sisterson .................. 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Mind Control .................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Doubly Blessed .............. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Chance It ........................ T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............. 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Yaupon ........................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Firenze Fire ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. Breen ....................... 6-1

9TH (4:12PM). $500,000, STK - THE H. ALLEN JERKENS MEMORIAL, 3 YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Drain the Clock ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Jackie’s Warrior ............. J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 1-1
3  ..... 3 ............Newbomb ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. Breen ..................... 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Following Sea ................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Judge N Jury .................. L. Saez ............................. D. Gargan ................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Life Is Good ................... M. Smith.......................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-5

10TH (4:47PM). $600,000, STK - THE PERSONAL ENSIGN PRESENTED BY LIA INFINITI, 
4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4
1  ..... 1 ............Dunbar Road .................. F. Prat .............................. C. Brown .................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............As Time Goes By ............ M. Smith.......................... B. Baffert ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bonny South .................. M. Franco ........................ B. Cox ........................ 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Swiss Skydiver ............... J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Royal Flag ...................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Letruska ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ F. Gutierrez ................... 6-5
7  ..... 7 ............Miss Marissa .................. D. Centeno ....................... J. Ryerson .................. 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Harvey’s Lil Goil ............. L. Saez ............................. W. Mott ........................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Graceful Princess ........... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................. 15-1

11TH (5:25PM). $750,000, STK - THE RESORTS WORLD CASINO SWORD DANCER,  
4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tribhuvan (FR) ............... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Gufo ............................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Rockemperor (IRE) ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Channel Maker ............... M. Franco ........................ W. Mott ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Moretti ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Japan (GB) ..................... R. Moore ......................... A. O’Brien ..................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Cross Border .................. L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 4-1

 SARATOGA ENTRIES

Join The Club
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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“Turning Out” Our Mission
Providing health and human services to people

working in Central Kentucky’s Thoroughbred industry. 
Contact Blue Grass Farms Charities for information on the programs

and services provided. Call 859.219.0910 or info@bgfcky.org

WWW.BGFCKY.ORG

12TH (6:12PM). $1,250,000, STK - THE RUNHAPPY TRAVERS, 3 YO, 1 1/4M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Midnight Bourbon .......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Essential Quality ............. L. Saez ............................. B. Cox .......................... 4-5
3  ..... 3 ............Keepmeinmind ............... J. Rosario ........................ R. Diodoro .................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Dynamic One .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Miles D ........................... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown .................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Masqueparade ............... M. Mena .......................... A. Stall, Jr. .................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............King Fury ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................. 15-1

13TH (6:51PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Dancing Firefly ............... L. Saez ............................. D. Gargan ..................... 9-5
2  ..... 2 ............Grace in Motion ............. J. Davis ............................ E. Davis ...................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Decreed .......................... J. Samuel ........................ R. Persaud ................. 50-1
4  ..... 4 ............Spanish Dreamer ........... E. Cancel .......................... M. Nevin ..................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Tales of Makenna ........... M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Constitutionalrage .......... L. Rodriguez Castro ......... B. Brown ...................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tessler............................ J. Lezcano ....................... H. Bond ...................... 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Spun for Lu Lu ............... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Kimmel ................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Elegant Laoban .............. H. Harkie .......................... K. O’Brien ................... 50-1
10..... 10 ..........Home for Christmas ....... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 6-1
11..... 11 ..........She’s On Point ............... B. Hernandez ................... T. Bush ....................... 50-1
12..... 12 ..........Sister Luck ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
13..... AE..........Love’s Misery ................. D. Cohen .......................... M. O’Connor ............... 15-1
14..... AE..........Bella Principessa ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
15..... AE..........Killoean Rose ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ...................... 15-1
16..... MTO ......Reeley Psyched .............. L. Rodriguez Castro ......... B. Brown ...................... 8-1

Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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America’s
Pastime
Stables

@APStables

Feel the rush and excitement of horse ownership while 
having fun with friends & family! Affordable opportunities 

for any budget! 

5 Wins
At SaratogaLast Summer

$1.6 Million

In Earnings

APStables.com

 

Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122
www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com

   

Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency 

that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.
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For Travers Day, The Special brings back a slate of guest handicappers from previous seasons. The squad includes Saratoga Springs 
Mayor Meg Kelly, Special alum and Churchill Downs announcer Travis Stone, Kentucky horsemen John Fahey, Skidmore College men’s 
basketball coach Joe Burke and handicapper Michael Venezia Jr.
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BY TOM LAW
Jim and Tina Bond could only 

shake their heads. Well, sort of. 
Walking the aisle between the first 

two rows of the clubhouse boxes af-
ter Giacosa provided the family stable 
with some salve following a circum-
stantial defeat two races prior, the 
Bonds let their feelings known with-
out letting their feelings known. Tina 
led off, the first to reach the steps to 
the winner’s circle.

“Finally, finally,” she said. “What 
a game. They should have never went 
to challenge that guy though. But they 
did.”

Jim followed up, just a bit more 
diplomatic. 

“Momma always said, if you can’t 
say anything nice don’t say any-

thing,” he said after Giacosa won the 
$150,000 Yaddo Handicap to close 
the stakes portion of Friday’s New 
York Showcase Day card. The home-
bred Tizway filly won by three-quar-
ters of a length over last year’s Yad-
do winner Myhartblongstodady and 
about an hour after the Bond Stable’s 
Rinaldi was hooked and cooked on 
the lead in the $150,000 West Point 
Stakes. 

“But I’m Italian, so I just keep 
blabbing,” Tina Bond said as the cou-
ple met friends and partners on the 
entrance to the winner’s circle. 

Giacosa followed her victory on Dave Harmon
Giacosa powers home to win Friday’s Yaddo on Saratoga Showcase Day.

NEW YORK SHOWCASE DAY

Redemption
Giacosa gives Bond Racing Stable 
lift after tough loss in West Point

Continued On Page 57 

https://www.capitalotb.com/


57Saturday, auguSt 28, 2021 the Saratoga Special

the second day of the meet in a state-
bred optional claimer on the grass with 
her Yaddo win, both under leading rid-
er Luis Saez. She won in 1:42.54 with 
her fourth win in 11 starts to go with 
two seconds and a third for $255,590. 

Foaled and raised at the Bond’s 
Mechanicville-based Song Hill Thor-
oughbreds, which co-bred the filly with 
Roderick Towle, Giacosa improved to 
3-for-4 on the Saratoga turf. 

“She’s been telegraphing it,” Jim 
Bond said of the filly’s readiness for her 
return to stakes competition. “She’s 
probably a little better two-turn horse, 
she got lost at Belmont. A lot of my 
horses got lost at Belmont the way the 
spring was. She’s got a nice pedigree, 
her sisters can run, her mother was a 
nice filly. We’re blessed to have her and 
she was telling me she was right.

“Luis turned the page for me for the 
race before. That’s the way the game is. 
It beats you up one minute and every 
once in a while you get a breather and 
they say, ‘stay in the game a little longer 
dummy.’ ”

The beating came in the West Point. 
Rinaldi, 4-5 in the field of seven com-
ing off a front-running victory in the 
Grade 3 Forbidden Apple, and Saez 
were joined on the lead by a hustling 
Jose Ortiz and Microsecond from the 
get-go. The two ripped through early 
fractions of :22.9, :46.35 and 1:11.19 
that took a toll, first on Microsecond 
and eventually on Rinaldi while City 
Man closed from just off the pace and 
held off stablemate Therapist to win by 
a nose. 

Rinaldi wound up fifth, beaten 6 
lengths in his West Point title defense. 
Microsecond, so eager for the lead he 
broke open the stall door before the 
start of the West Point, wound up eased 
and more than 50 lengths back. 

Giacosa saved the day and turned 
the frowns upside down. 

The fifth foal out of the New York-
bred Smart Strike mare Smart Engage-
ment, who Bond bought as a yearling 
for $30,000 and trained to two wins 
and a second for $61,030 in earnings. 
She’s the dam of three full sisters to Gi-
acosa – stakes-placed $236,150-earn-
er Tizzelle, two-time winner and 
$128,132-earner Way Smart and win-

Showcase –
 Continued from page 56

Continued On Page 58 

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 78 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of  119 Grade 1 races. 

Some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com
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ner Tizengaginglysmart – along with 
the 3-year-old Mineshaft filly Galli-
na who finished third in a state-bred 
maiden claimer July 21 at Saratoga. 

“Big time win,” Bond said. “We 
have her sisters, all in foal to good 
stallions at the farm and now she has 
a home for the rest of her life. We’re 
lucky. Here at Saratoga we’ve been a 
little cold. We started out pretty hot 
and boy oh boy, we hit a lull. We have 
some more to fire with and Luis has 
given me a lot of calls, so I think we 
could win a couple more hopefully.”

 • Dean Reeves loved what he saw 
in Hip 1069 at the 2019 OBS April 
2-year-olds in training sale. He was 
perhaps a bit biased looking at off-
spring of Mucho Macho Man, who 
he campaigned to a 2013 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic victory and a career with 
more than $5.6 million in earnings, 
but he wasn’t shy spending $185,000 
for a colt from the stallion’s second 
crop. 

Later that year he won the Funny 

Cide Stakes – a race Reeves and Dar-
lene Bilinski won Friday with Senbei – 
and last year City Man toppled open 
company in the Gio Ponti Stakes at 
Aqueduct. He added another victory 
to his ledger in the West Point, taking 
advantage of a early hot pace battle 
between Rinaldi and Microsecond on 
the way to a narrow victory over sta-
blemate Therapist. 

Campaigned by Reeves Thor-
oughbred Racing and Peter and Patty 
Searles, City Man won the 1 1/16-mile 
turf stakes by a nose in 1:41.30 for 
his fourth victory in 15 starts. Bred by 
Moonstar Farm and out of the City 
Zip mare City Scamper, City Man 
won for the first time in four starts 
this season for Christophe Clement. 

“At the time when I bought him I 
was not as involved in the New York 
situation as I am today. … I love this 
program,” Reeves said. “I just loved 
him at the OBS Sale and, of course, 
being by Mucho Macho Man, I 
thought this horse would develop. We 
just recently purchased his (weanling) 
full sister, who looks just like him. He 
has developed into a really nice horse 
as a 4-year-old and I think we’ve got 
some really nice racing ahead.”

City Man started his career on the 

main track, winning a Saratoga maid-
en and the Funny Cide and finishing a 
close third in the Bertram F. Bongard 
before taking on open company and 
finishing fourth in the Central Park 
Stakes at Aqueduct in early Decem-
ber 2019 to close out his 2-year-old 
season. He’s run in seven grass races 

in 10 subsequent starts over two sea-
sons, including a close fourth in the 
Grade 3 Transylvania at Keeneland, 
the win in the Gio Ponti and a second 
in the Grade 2 Fort Marcy in his 2021 
debut May 1 at Belmont Park.

“People forget my horse had a 

Showcase –
 Continued from page 57

Dave Harmon
City Man (7) edges Therapist in the West Point, a 1-2 finish for trainer Christophe Clement.

Continued On Page 59 

https://www.trfinc.org/
https://www.muirfieldinsurance.com/
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THEY SAY LIGHTNING DOESN’T STRIKE TWICE. 
WE BEG TO DIFFER.

SACKATOGA
STABLE

OPPORTUNITY INFO:
sackatoga.com

jack@sackatoga.com

WILL YOU BE IN ON THE THIRD?
OWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR NEW LLC #25 ARE GOING FAST! 

FUNNY CIDE
KY DERBY & PREAKNESS WINNER

TIZ THE LAW
BELMONT & TRAVERS STAKES WINNER

SACKATOGA STABLE LLC #25 
SON OF CONSTITUTION (L) & SON OF ACCELERATE (R)

Be part of the excitement that is thoroughbred ownership in more than just name. We have an 
unrivaled history of success with NY-Breds and our partners receive full ownership privileges.  
Sackatoga Stable has just added two new colts to the family and is offering shares to the public. 
Contact us now for more information on our latest offering. Don’t delay. This LLC will sell out. 

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds  in training sales 
Yearling to 2-year-old prep

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country

Tod Marks
“Camden is a great place to winter.  

The tracks are great. They go through  
a real season: Warm, cool, warm. When  

the horses shed out, they are ready to roll.”
– Hall of Fame trainer Shug McGaughey

really good race in the Fort Marcy 
when he finished second,” Clement 
said. “It was a great race. Then I was 
very disappointed in the Manhattan. 
He ran flat and when he came back, 
he wasn’t training well afterwards. It 
took me a while to get him back, but 
now he’s back, and I am very happy 
with it. He’s a good horse.”

City Man prepped for the West 
Point with a seventh as the favorite in 
an open optional at 9 furlongs on the 
grass Aug. 6. Clement also gave him 
a wake-up 5-furlong breeze in :59.90 
Aug. 18. 

“I’m proud of both horses, they re-
ally came to run,” Reeves said. “I re-
ally felt good about City Man because 
he had worked so well last time out 
on the dirt. It was :59 and change and 
he did it with ease. I felt good about 
that. Senbei, I didn’t know what to 
expect, but he put on a show.

“This is so special for City Man 
to win this for Mucho Macho Man. 
He ran really well in the Grade 2 and 
then we just had two down days, but 
he’s got to break well. He’s got to be 
in the game. I think he doesn’t get 
tired, but he’s not quite as quick foot-
ed to finish, but if you’ve got him out 
there you’ll have a hard time running 
him down.”

City Man is one of two winners 
out of City Scamper, a half-sister to 
New York stakes winner Alysinsti-
lettos and stakes-placed Always For 
You. He was a productive pinhook 
for Off The Hook, which purchased 
City Man for $20,000 as a weanling 
at the 2017 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
fall mixed sale. He next went through 
the ring at OBS April and brought 
$185,000 from Reeves. 

• The owners of Americanrevo-
lution toyed with the idea of taking 
a big swing in today’s Grade 1 Tra-
vers Stakes with their New York-bred 
3-year-old, but opted instead for the 
$250,000 Albany Stakes on New 
York Showcase Day.

WinStar Farm and China Horse 
Club felt good about the decision af-
ter the son of Constitution justified 
his 3-5 favoritism and with a 5-length 
victory in the Albany.

“We were confident,” said WinStar 
President and CEO Elliott Walden, af-
ter the colt bred by Fred Hertrich III 
and John D. Fielding had no problem 
blowing by Bob Baffert’s Bobby Bo in 
the stretch. “He’s a very good horse, 
one of our better 3-year-olds. It’s nice 
to see him put it together.” 

Americanrevolution, a son of 
Constitution out of the Super Saver 
mare Polly Freeze foaled at Irish Hill 
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Tod Marks
Americanrevolution coasts in with an easy score in the Albany.
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Century Farm in Stillwater, sold for 
$275,000 at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga New York-bred yearling 
sale. Hertrich, who runs Watercress 
Farm in Kentucky, has a large col-
lection of broodmares and has been 
a staunch supporter of the New York 
breeding program. He and Fielding 
bred New York-bred multiple Grade 
1 winner Diversify.

“We were looking for Constitu-
tions,” Walden said. “He was so 
well-balanced. He stood out to us at 
the New York-bred sale.”

Americanrevolution ran a troubled 
fourth in his debut at Keeneland last 
October, a race won by Mandaloun, 
who won the Grade 1 Haskell Stakes 
via disqualification and may yet cap-
ture the Kentucky Derby in the same 
manner. Walden thought Mandaloun 
should have been on the other end of 
a DQ in Americanrevolution’s debut.

“Mandaloun bumped him. I 
thought he should have come down,” 

Walden said. “They were going for 
the same spot and he banged him.”

The horse was given the winter 
off and returned to break his maiden 
at Belmont June 20 in his first start 
for Todd Pletcher. That prompt-
ed the owners and Pletcher to send 
him to Finger Lakes July 19 for the 
New York Derby, a race he won by 7 
lengths as the odds-on favorite.

“That was our first,” Walden said, 
when asked if WinStar had ever run a 
horse at the Farmington track. 

That made the Travers a consider-
ation.

“We thought about it,” Walden 
said, “but we thought this race would 
be low-hanging fruit and would build 
his confidence. I wouldn’t be surprised 
if he showed up in the Pennsylvania 
Derby (at Parx Racing Sept. 25).”

Bobby Bo led the Albany through 
fractions of :23.49 and :47.33, with 
It’s Gravy and Joey Loose Lips in 
pursuit. Joel Rosario was content to 
track them in fourth, advanced on the 
rail going into the far turn and shifted 
three-wide coming out of it. He took 
the lead at the eighth pole and pulled 
away.

“I thought we would be a little 
closer to the pacesetter, but we got 
a little traffic and a little dirt around 
the turn,” Pletcher said. “He came 
away in good position turning up the 
backside and continued to improve 
his spot. It seemed like he was always 
travelling well.”

The winning jockey was Luis Saez, 
who made three trips to the winner’s 
circle Friday to extend his lead in the 
jockey standings to 14 over Jose Ortiz 
(56-42). 

“He put me in a nice spot, right 
there. He’s a nice horse,” said Saez, 
who left Saratoga after the last race 

and flew to West Virginia to ride Art 
Collector to victory in the Charles 
Town Classic. “When we came to 
the stretch, we found the room and 
he just started running pretty quick. I 
knew he was going to be in that spot. 
That’s the spot I was looking for. I 
tried to cover up and everything came 
so well. I’m very happy.” 

– Paul Halloran

• A daughter of Effinex winning 
on Showcase Day at Saratoga for an 
owner from Queens and an octoge-
narian who has been training horses 
for a half-century?

That works.
That was the story in Friday’s Fleet 

Indian Stakes, as the cleverly named 
Byhubbyhellomoney rallied up the 
rail to win the $200,000 stakes for 
3-year-old fillies at 1 1/8 miles on 
the main track. Byhubbyhellomoney 
caught 4-5 favorite Make Mischief, 
who nearly beat the starting gate and 
had a wide trip, taking the lead at the 
top of the stretch, before losing by a 
neck.

Steve Shapiro, owner of Jupiter 
Stable, claimed the filly in June at Bel-
mont and sent her to Bob Dunham, 
the trainer of Eclipse Award champi-
on filly Chou Croute in 1972. 

“Bob is the most underrated train-
er out there,” said Shapiro, who lives 
on the water in the Neponsit section 
of Queens. “Unfortunately, he’s out-
lived all his moneyed owners. I found 
him three or four years ago. … He 
doesn’t have a lot of horses, so he can 
pay attention to me. I love him.”

Shapiro said he claimed the horse 
– named by original owner Bad Boy 
Racing apparently after an acrimoni-
ous severing of marital vows – because 
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of his sire, the fourth highest-earning 
New York-bred of all time. Effinex 
won the Grade 1 Clark, Grade 2 Sub-
urban twice and the Grade 2 Oak-
lawn Handicap. He was standing at 
McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbred 
in Saratoga Springs when he died sud-
denly of a ruptured pulmonary artery 
in 2017.

Effinex, who originally stood at 
Questroyal North in Stillwater before 
moving to McMahon six weeks be-
fore he died, sired his first black-type 
winner June 19 at Belmont when Tom 
Morley saddled 3-year-old Ocala 
Dream to a New York Stallion Series 
Stakes win.

“Effinex was a $3 million earner 
who could go long,” Shapiro said. 
“He was a solid sire and if he had 
lived I think he would have turned 
out to be solid New York-bred sire.”

He would have been proud Friday 
of his daughter, who was bred by An-
derson Boulton Thoroughbreds and 
is out of the El Prado mare Shocking 
Behavior. After getting bumped at the 
start, Joel Rosario had her in the mid-
dle of the pack through a half mile 
in :48.30 and 6 furlongs in 1:13.24. 
Rosario saved ground on the far turn 
and stayed on the rail in the stretch, 
outdueling Make Mischief, owned 
by Gary Barber and trained by Mark 
Casse, who was coming out of the 

Grade 1 Test three weeks ago. 
“I had no choice but to be [to the 

inside],” Rosario said. “In the begin-
ning, I didn’t know how much room 
was there. There was a little bit of 
room, but it looked like she would 
take a little bit of time to get there. 
Afterward, when she saw everything 
open, she just went forward. She re-
sponded really well.”

Dunham, bedecked in a multi-col-
ored sport coat in the winner’s circle, 
said he was confident his filly would 
get the distance, even though she had 
never run beyond a mile.

“She’s been training very good,” 
said Dunham, who has won 415 races 
with earnings of just under $9 million 
in his career. “We breezed her and she 
breezed outstanding. She reaches out 
when she gallops. It’s great to win 
any race at Saratoga, whether it’s a 
$25,000 claimer or a maiden special 
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Tod Marks
Byhubbyhellomoney takes a quick lead en route to a win in the Fleet Indian Stakes.
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Trainer Bob Dunham won the Fleet Indian.
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weight or a stakes. It’s nice to run New York-
bred horses.” 

Casse congratulated Dunham in the win-
ner’s circle and said if he had to get beat, he 
wanted it to be by him. 

– Paul Halloran

Reeves Thoroughbred Racing’s and Dar-
lene Bilinski’s Senbei stayed perfect in the 
$200,000 Funny Cide Stakes, following up 
his July 18 maiden score with a front-running 
effort in his stakes debut for trainer Christo-
phe Clement.

“I was surprised he was 8-1,” said Clement. 
“He has trained well and he’s a good-looking 
horse. He always showed speed. The only in-
structions I gave to Manny (Franco) was to 
break well and then be comfortable. I thought he 
did pretty good. He’s not just a horse, he’s a nice 
horse.” 

When asked by Franco, the 2-year-old son of 
Candy Ride took the lead a few strides from the 
gate and was challenged by Rick Violette Stakes 
winner Run Curtis Run. After running the half-mile 
in :44.88, Run Curtis Run began to tire as the pair 
reached the top of the stretch. Eventual runner-up 
Montebello put in his bid on the outside, but Senbei 

rebroke and stayed clear to win by 2 3/4 lengths. 
The final time was 1:18.09.

“He tried to break so fast, he bobbled a little 
bit, but he’s fast and I was able to make the lead,” 
Franco said. “When I passed the half-mile pole, he 
picked his ears up a little bit and I said, ‘I’ve got 
horse.’ I was a little worried because I knew I was 
going a little faster, but as I told the trainer and 
owner, that’s the way he can get it done.” 

The win with Senbei added to a big day for Dr. 
Jerry and Darlene Bilinski’s Waldorf Farm in North 

Chatham, which was also the birthplace of 
Seeking The Ante winner November Rein. 

“I was nervous and decided to say my 
prayers and not bet and the combination 
made the whole thing happen,” Jerry Bilinski 
joked. “This is the ultimate. To have a horse 
like this go wire-to-wire was amazing. He 
blew them all away.” 

Waldorf Farm stands first-year sire Mr. 
Monomoy and top New York stallion Bustin 
Stones. Bilinski said the success he has seen 
in the racing industry wouldn’t be possible 
without the programs offered in New York. 

“Because of Showcase Day and the New 
York-bred program, I’m still in the business,” 
he said. “We produce a lot of income for a lot 
of feed companies and other entities that pay 
taxes, so it’s a great program for the state, 
too. As a breeder, getting breeder awards is 
what keeps us afloat. It’s fantastic.” 

Out of the winning Western Cat mare 
Sweet Aloha, Senbei is a half-brother to 

dual stakes winners Filibustin and Indy’s Lady and 
stakes-placed Man O Manassas. Bilinski recalled 
the mare’s other foals and compared Senbei to his 
half-siblings. 

“His mother has produced a number of other 
stakes horses, but this is probably the best one,” 
Bilinski said. “We’re very happy about that.” 

– Mary Eddy
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Tod Marks
Senbei shows the way late in the Funny Cide.
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• November Rein improved to 
2-for-3 when she won the $200,000 
Seeking The Ante to kick off the six 
stakes. Trained by Kelly Breen, No-
vember Rein overcame a stumble at 
the start to win her first stakes for 
owner/breeder Ron Lombardi’s Mr 
Amore Stables. 

November Rein was hurried to the 
front after the troubled start by Jose 
Ortiz to set the pace for the 6 1/2-fur-
long stakes over the main track. As 
Velvet Sister tracked 2 lengths behind 
in second, November Rein rolled 
through a half in :45.98. Velvet Sister 
tried to make a run at the top of the 
stretch but could not pass the daugh-
ter of Street Boss, who won by 1 3/4 
lengths in 1:17.74. 

“She recovered quickly (after the 
start) and it was a short field, so I let 
her run through the chute and ended 
up on the lead anyway,” Ortiz said. 
“She was very good. She relaxed well 
and when I asked her, she was there 
for me.” 

Relieved that she recovered well 
from her poor start, Breen said the fil-
ly can often be temperamental in the 
barn and for her handlers. 

“She’s very quirky,” he said. “Un-
til she’s loaded in and they open the 
gate, believe me, I’m nervous. … Jose 
has formed a perfect bond with her. 
To get her here to win a stakes race 
with her, plus being a homebred for 
Ron Lombardi is amazing. It takes a 

village to get to the winner’s circle.” 
Lombardi, who has seen success at 

the highest level of racing with horses 
like multiple Grade 1 winner Firenze 
Fire, said winning with horses like 
November Rein is always memorable.

“Winning once at Saratoga is spe-
cial, but winning twice with the same 
horse, it doesn’t happen often,” he 
said. “I’ve been up here for years and 
you don’t win them all. Kelly’s been 
really high on her and she showed it 
again today. I expected her to do well, 
but how she ran today was just tre-
mendous.” 

November Rein was also foaled 
at Waldorf Farm, where Lombardi 
keeps his broodmares. 

“I’m up to 23 mares. I stockpiled 
them to breed to Firenze Fire, but I 
decided to get them out to New York 
stallions first,” Lombardi said. “The 
New York-breds are so great. It’s a 
great program. It’s one of the best.” 

With another win and a second to 
her credit, November Rein’s earnings 
have increased to $171,750. She is 
the first winner out of the multiple 
stakes-winning Gators N Bears mare 
Ju Ju Eyeballs. 

– Mary Eddy
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Through Friday

Tod Marks
November Rein prevails in the Seeking The Ante.

Tod Marks
Trainer Christophe Clement won two.
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Trainer Chad Brown notched 
his fifth win of the day Wednesday 
when Serve The King captured the 
$120,000 John’s Call Stakes. A field 
of seven competed in the 1 5/8-mile 
test on the Mellon Turf Course. Af-
ter 1 1/2 miles of position play behind 
early leader Conviction Trade, the 
final furlong came down to Ry’s the 
Guy and Brown’s eventual winner.

“Five wins in a day at Saratoga,” 
said Brown, “that definitely goes in 
my list of career highlights so far.” 

The victory also marked the Me-
chanicville native’s fourth victory in 
the 17 runnings of the John’s Call, his 
first coming in 2013 with Hyper.

Serve The King’s jockey Irad Ortiz 
said he got a perfect trip. “We were on 
the outside in the gate, but he broke 
so good that by the first turn we were 
already on the rail and saving ground. 
I saved as much ground as I could.”

After a mile, Ortiz was coasting in 
third but trailed the leaders by 10½ 
lengths. 

“I had to move him a little early 
because they’d opened up on us a bit. 
Plus he’s not the kind of horse that 
you’re going to ask and he’s going to 
respond right away,” the jockey said. 
“He takes some time, but little by lit-
tle he gets there. When I hit him, he 
let me know I had some horse. Then 
I tipped him out and he just went on 
from there.”

Brown spread credit all around. 
First praising Irad, who rode three 
of the trainer’s Wednesday quintet, 
and then his assistant Luis Cabrera 
at Monmouth, where the 5-year-old 
winner has been training. 

“He’s a very quirky horse to train, 
but he’s getting better,” said Brown. 
“Luis and his team have done such a 
great job down there.”  

Finally, he credited owner Peter 
Brant for his patience.

“We’ve been trying to get this horse 
around three turns and the races just 
weren’t available,” said Brown, “but 
then it was going to be the Red Smith 

last November, but he got injured and 
we had to stop him. Mr. Brant was to-
tally with our philosophy of extend-
ing a horse’s career safely.

“Now it looks like his best days 
are ahead of him.”

Serve The King didn’t get to the 
races until late in December of his 
3-year-old year in a maiden race at a 
mile. In the eight races that followed 
he’s been asked to go farther, culmi-
nating in the John’s Call. What’s next? 
“I don’t know, we’ll have to see what 
long ones are out there,” said Brown.

Brown started the season slowly 
(for him). With a reputation as the 
top grass trainer in the country, the 
wet weather this year has played hav-
oc with his training plans. 

“When you’re taking more than 40 
races off the turf before Travers Day,” 
he said, “obviously our stable is going 
to be affected. It hurts in both racing 
and training. But in the end, you have 
to stay positive and play the hand the 
weather deals you. It’s been good the 
last few days and obviously that’s 
worked in our favor.”

Coming into the 30th day of the 
40-day meet, Brown was sitting sec-
ond to Michael Maker in the stand-
ings, 23-22. The five wins Wednesday 
(followed by a triple on Thursday) 
gave him a 30-24 lead on Maker 
with Todd Pletcher one back in third. 
Brown entered 12 on the 13-race Tra-
vers Day card.

– Terry Hill

• Leading jockey Luis Saez con-
tinued his stellar season Wednesday, 
winning the first two races. Saez cap-
tured the first with Point Of Humor 
for trainer Kelly Breen and the second 
race with Casalsa for Peter Walder. 

Point Of Humor’s victory was the 
first of his career after five in-the-
money finishes in 18 starts. Saez sent 
the 6-year-old son of Point Of Entry 

to the front of five other runners, 
opening up by 1 ½ lengths at the half-
mile pole. Rounding the turn, Point 
of Honor widened his margin to 2 ¾ 
lengths at the wire. 

It was déjà vu for Saez in the next 
race, sending Casalsa to lead another 
6-furlong race over the main track. 

“He’s a nice horse. I tried to break 
aggressively and get the lead,” he said 
after his win on Casalsa. “After that, 
he was fighting to win the race. In the 
final stages, he got there on time. The 
track was pretty nice.”

Saez’s sweep of the early double 
helped bring his total for the meet to 
56 through Friday, highlighted by vic-
tories in the Grade 1 Test with Bella 
Sofia and the Grade 2 Jim Dandy with 
Essential Quality, who he rides as the 
favorite in today’s Travers.  

“It’s a blessing for us to be here 
and be doing great like this,” he said. 
“We enjoy every second of it. It’s per-
fect, it’s beautiful. We love this place 
and are so grateful to be here.” 

Along with Essential Quality, Saez 
is also scheduled to ride Harvey’s 
Lil Goil in the Grade 1 Personal En-
sign and Cross Border in the Grade 
1 Sword Dancer, hoping to find the 

winner’s circle with him again after 
winning the Grade 2 Bowling Green 
together last time out. 

– Mary Eddy

• Flat Awesome Jenny won her 
third race in a row in Wednesday’s 
fourth, a 6 1/2-furlong claimer over 
the main track for fillies and mares. 
Flat Awesome Jenny won for the sec-
ond time at the meet, in her first start 
for owner Lake Star Stable after they 
claimed her July 31. 

“You want to see him cry,” asked 
Lake Star partner Greg Burns when 
fellow partner Mike Winters was 
asked what it felt like to be in the win-
ner’s circle at Saratoga. “It’s 17 years 
in the making. We won here with a 
disqualification once, but we weren’t 
in the winner’s circle. We’ve had a 
ton of fun over the years with two 
or three horses at a time. This was 
the first horse we claimed. We liked 
the looks of her and she looked like 
she was getting on a roll. She did the 
trick.”

Winning for trainer Ian Wilkes 
with a strong ride from Dylan Da-
vis, the 6-year-old daughter of Flat 

Dave Harmon
Serve The King heads for home in Wednesday’s John’s Call Stakes.

WEDNESDAY/THURSDAY RECAP

The Fifth
Serve The King tops 5-win day  
for Brown, who leads trainer race

Continued On Page 65 
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Out improved to 11 wins from 31 starts with earnings of 
$344,140. She was claimed from Lake Star by Ten Strike 
Racing and trainer Norm Casse. 

With their first claimed horse now moving on to another 
barn, Burns is OK with biding their time while looking for 
the next horse to join their group. 

“We’ll think about it. We’ll talk about it at the yearling 
sale at Keeneland. We started out with New York-breds 
and had a ton of fun. We were part owner of (graded 
stakes-placed) Bourbon War with Bourbon Lane Stable, 
but it was Lake Star Stable’s day today.” 

– Mary Eddy

• Wednesday’s fifth race was named The Mike Hernan-
dez to honor the venerated, retired trainer Ramon “Mike” 
Hernandez. Eight horses were entered in the 5 1/2-furlong 
maiden for 3-year-olds and up, and the race gave trainer 
Chad Brown his third win in what would turn into five for 
the day as 3-year-old colt Digital Future scored after near 
misses in his last two starts at Belmont in May and June. 

After Digital Future had cleared the winner’s circle, 
Mike Hernandez (now 96 years old) took center stage, and 
the enclosure became an impromptu love-fest. More than 
30 people lined up for a commemorative photo with Her-
nandez in the middle. 

Former colleagues and friends all crowded around, 
giving heartfelt congratulations. Jockey John Velazquez 
shared a quick conversation and a hug with him.

Ten years ago when Hernandez retired at 86, he was the 
oldest active trainer on the NYRA circuit. He was known 
for his successes in the then just-blossoming New York-
bred racing program. He and his wife of 70 years Mary 
Hernandez, also on hand for the celebration, had a home 
in Saratoga at the time of his retirement but also spent time 
in Florida. They came up from that state for the celebra-
tory race. 

Born in the Mexican state of Jalisco in 1925, Hernan-
dez moved to Mexico City and the racetrack there, Hippo-
dromo de las Americas, where he began a public stable in 
1951. 

Sixteen years later he moved to the U.S. and managed 
Clermont Farms in Germantown, N.Y. for the next eight 
years. In 1976 he began training for Dr. Dominick DeLuke 
at Assunta Louis Farm. Together they found success on 
the New York-bred scene with multiple stakes victories at 
NYRA tracks and Finger Lakes.

When Dr. DeLuke was ready to bow out and sell the 
farm, Hernandez planned on retiring. But he was talked 
out of it, or talked himself out of it, when the farm was 
bought by Mary and Chester Broman.

Thus began another successful association with promi-
nent New York breeder/owners. This one lasted 14 years 
until Hernandez’s retirement. 

“He’s as good a horseman as any,” Chester Broman said 
at the time of Hernandez’s retirement, adding, “and there’s 
no one that doesn’t like Mike.”

Wednesday’s celebration in the winner’s circle after the 
fifth will attest to the truth of Broman’s statement. 

– Terry Hill

Rastafara wins Riskaverse for Brown
Chad Brown had three horses entered in Thursday’s 

Riskaverse Stakes at Saratoga, but only two went to the 
gate after Minaun scratched. The way the Chad Brown Ex-
press has been rolling, that was more than enough.

Rastafara, a late-blooming Irish-bred, came into the 
$120,000 stakes for 3-year-old fillies on the turf off a maid-
en win here July 24. Making your first start against win-
ners in a stakes can be a big ask, but not so much at a time 
when the trainer has all the answers.

Peter Brant’s filly sat off the pace set by Love And Mon-
ey, who rushed to the lead from the far outside post as if 
her hooves were on fire. Irad Ortiz Jr. was content to track 
the leader into the far turn, taking over at the top of the 
stretch and cruising to a 1½-length win, landing Brown in 
the winner’s circle for the eighth time in two days.

Third Draft closed for second for Shug McGaughey, 
while Keeper Of Time got up at the wire for third.

“Every step of the race she was moving great,” said Or-
tiz, who rode five of Brown’s winners in the torrid stretch. 
“When she started picking it up all on her own, I knew I 
was in good shape.”

Purchased by Brant for $206,487 at the 2019 Tattersalls 
October yearling sale, Rastafara did not run as a 2-year-old 
due to some minor injuries. By Shamardal out of a Blame 
mare, she debuted at Tampa on Jan. 30, getting caught at 
the wire. 

After a three-month freshening, Rastafara ran third in 
a maiden special weight at Belmont May 8, closing from 
the back of the pack under Ortiz, who got an education 
that day.

“She did not have the right trip and I think we learned 
from her. The last time I rode her the way I thought she 
should be ridden and she responded well,” he said of the 
maiden win, in which she was third after a half-mile and 
took the lead turning for home, in what turned out to be a 
preview of the Riskaverse.

Brown, who has been high on Rastafara since she ar-
rived in his barn, said he had no qualms about the jump 
into stakes company, especially with a late-developing 
3-year-old.

“My philosophy is that these horses when they final-
ly break their maiden at 3 – and we always thought they 
were among the leaders in their crop – is to get them in a 
stakes race right away while you can still run against your 
own age group. I think she’s getting her experience now. 
She showed a good dimension today being a little more 
tactical. As long as she stays healthy, she has a very bright 
future ahead of her.”

“When you enter horses and feel really good about 
those entries, then you see the overnights and you get a 
good sense if it’s going to be a good week or a lousy week,” 
Brown said. “This week, we were optimistic that we had 
the right horses in the right spots and we would do really 
well.” 

There’s “really well,” then there’s eight wins in less than 
28 hours.

“It’s a huge morale boost for the barn and it gives you 
confidence moving forward,” Brown said.  “You’ve got to 
earn every win at Saratoga. It’s anything but easy.”

Even when you make it look that way.
–Paul Halloran

Recap –
 Continued from page 64
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Todd Pletcher
Liam’s Map. Mr. Everything. An $800,000 pur-

chase by St. Elias Stable at the 2012 Keeneland Sep-
tember yearling sale, son of Unbridled’s Song made 
eight starts, won six and finished second twice. The 
defeats were nearly as impressive as the wins – in 
a 7-furlong maiden in 2014 and to Honor Code in 
the Grade 1 Whitney in 2015. Liam’s Map closed 
his career with back-to-back Grade 1 victories in 
the Grade 1 Woodward at Saratoga a month af-
ter that Whitney loss and the Breeders’ Dirt Dirt 
Mile at Keeneland. Sent off at odds-on in the Dirt 
Mile, Liam’s Map broke slow, steadied on the back-
stretch and poured it on late to win by 2 ½ lengths 
in a track record 1:34.54. He retired to stand at 
Lane’s End and is off to a strong start at stud with 
Grade 1 winners Colonel Liam, Basin and Wicked 
Whisper already along with Crazy Beautiful, Rush-
ie and Churn N Burn.

“Supremely talented. When he made his debut, 
Travers Day maiden, and he finished second, that’s 
something I didn’t think was possible. Probably the 
Whitney when he got nailed by Honor Code, that 
was one of the toughest beats we’ve ever had. He 
did win the Woodward, too, and did it well. 

“We went into the Breeders’ Cup Mile think-
ing that he’d be close, get a good start, get into the 
race and then he missed the break, got bottled up 
in some traffic and shook clear late. Not at all how 
we imagined it. Just an awesome performance. He 

was a lot of horse and it’s great to see him do well 
as a stallion.”

 

Mark Casse
My Conquestadory. The anomaly. Casse origi-

nally bought daughter of Artie Schiller for $70,000 
out of the 2012 Keeneland September yearling sale 
with designs on selling her at the 2013 OBS March 
sale of 2-year-olds in training. He did, to owner Er-
nie Semersky and Dory Newell of Conquest Sta-
ble for $240,000. She made her debut six months 
later, against males in the Grade 2 Summer Stakes 
at Woodbine and beat the boys by 3 1/4 lengths. 
She followed that up with a victory in the Grade 1 
Darley Alcibiades at Keeneland on synthetic before 
a fourth in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf at 
Santa Anita. She ran three more times at 3, finish-

ing on the board in graded stakes at Woodbine and 
Del Mar before being retired. Conquest Stable bred 
her first foal, the Grade 2-placed Tapit colt Bour-
bon War before selling her in foal to Tapit for $1.5 
million at the 2016 Keeneland November breeding 
stock sale.

“She was named for Ernie’s girlfriend, quite 
a horse. Unique. I bought her as a yearling for 
$70,000 for my wife Tina, which is a lot. That is 
about as much as I’ve ever paid for one. I put her in 
the 2-year-old sale and I remember going to dinner 
with Ernie, he was just getting into Conquest. He 
said he wanted to buy the best filly in the sale. I 
said, ‘You can’t’ and he’s like, ‘What do you mean I 
can’t?’ I told him I owned her and I wasn’t going to 
let him buy her. He said, ‘Watch me.’ 

WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHER

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in rac-
ing – in anything really – beckons only a select 
few and the class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing 
missed the ceremony because of the coronavirus 
pandemic) is one of the most special in history 
as seven-time Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher 
goes in during his first year of eligibility and 13-
time leading steeplechase trainer Jack Fisher joins 
him. 

Technically inducted last year, trainer Mark 
Casse gets his due in 2021 after joining Canada’s 
Hall in 2016. We get each to discuss a special 
horse in each edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, 
just examples of the kinds of horses it takes to get 
trainers to the Hall of Fame. 

We asked a simple question: Who got you 
here? And they answered.

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Continued On Page 67 

Tod Marks
Liam’s Map won the Woodward at Saratoga and the Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile, after a tough loss in the Whitney.
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“That’s what he did. We got her up 
to Woodbine, she always trained real-
ly well. I had her ready and a maiden 
race didn’t go. So I entered her in the 
Natalma and in the Summer, but we 
thought we could win the Natalma 
with another Conquest filly. So, I ran 
My Conquestadory against colts and 
she won. She only ran six times in her 
life and only ran in graded stakes. Her 
next start she won the Alcibiades on 
the synthetic. 

“She was the favorite in the Breed-
ers’ Cup and I can still remember 
when they did the draw, the gasp 
when she drew 14 and then there was 
me wanting to puke. She had a terri-
ble trip in there. She was sound when 
we retired her. There was so much 
pressure surrounding her. She was 
named for Ernie’s significant other. I 
felt like there wasn’t a whole lot more 
to accomplish. 

“She was a Grade 1 winner and we 
retired her. I don’t know that you’ll 
ever find another horse that all they 
ran in were graded stakes. Broke her 
maiden in a graded stake. She could 
have done a lot more but she was so 
valuable, we didn’t want to take the 
chance of anything happening to her.”

Jack Fisher
Gibralfaro. Purchased after win-

ning four flat races in France and two 
hurdle races in England, the son of 
Dalakhani has notched three wins, in-
cluding the Grade 2 Zeke Ferguson, 
over hurdles for Fisher. The 9-year-
old has earned checks in six Grade 1 
stakes, including the New York Turf 
Writers Cup and A.P. Smithwick at 
Saratoga. Owned by Riverdee Stable, 
the bay gelding has earned $268,300 
while making at least one start in 
eight seasons. 

“Hard trier. God loves a trier and 
he’s a trier. I thought he was so-so the 
first day but the one thing that makes 
Gibralfaro better than he is, is he 
tries. I don’t like the horses with a lot 
of ability but don’t use it. He uses all 
the ability that God gave him. I love 
horses like him. It’s hard to believe 
he’s on the list but I guess he’s made a 
lot of money the hard way. He enjoys 
what he’s doing, he’s like To Ridley, 
smacking his teeth together, every 
day, he gallops up the hill with his 
ears pricked. He’s happy to see you 
when you go in and feel his legs in the 
morning, he’s happy to see you when 
you have your tack, he’s happy to see 
you in the afternoon. The last time up 
here, he tried as hard as ever but the 
ground was soft, but he tried.”

Hall Talk –
 Continued from page 66

Tom Gallo
Managing Partner

DMR @ DreamMakerRacing.com
518-587-5550

www.DreamMakerRacing.Com

EXCITING YEARLINGS PURCHASED 
FROM  FASIG TIPTON’S 

SARATOGA SALES
PARTNERSHIPS SELLING OUT FAST! CALL US TODAY 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR EXCITING 
NEW YORK-BRED PURCHASES. 

                PROVEN PERFORMANCE THROUGH 
                PROVEN SIRES AND PROVEN DAMS.

A BRAND MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR HORSEMEN, RUN BY HORSEMEN

 WEBSITE MANAGEMENT |  CONTENT CREATION |  PHOTOGRAPHY |  RESEARCH |  SOCIAL MEDIA

M E L I S S A  B AU E R - H E R Z O G    3 6 0 . 9 2 1 . 8 7 5 4    M E L I S S A @ P Y R O I S M E D I A .C O M

WWW.PYROISMEDIA .COM
Tod Marks

Jack Fisher leads Gibralfaro and Graham Watters through Clare Court.

https://www.dreammakerracing.com/
https://www.pyroismedia.com/
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Little kids “close” seats that are “open,” one at 
a time – slap, flip, slap, flip – while walking through 
long rows . . . “This one’s only a little bit open, 
Daddy, I’m going to leave it.” Daddy looks tired, 
but goes along. “Good job.”

“Here come the tractors, Daddy.” On cue, one 
New Holland blue version leads two John Deeres 
(green of course) going right-handed to manicure 
the Saratoga Race Course dirt track. Another John 
Deere follows a bit farther back and widest of all. 
It’s Saturday morning, Aug. 21 – a week before the 
Travers Stakes and the biggest card of the meet.

Five sharpies head up the box-seat steps, make 
a left, then a hard right to the press-box staircase. 
I can’t help but wonder what legends climbed up 
there. Binoculars, stopwatches, note pads, pens, se-
rious looks for serious business.

A lady with a pink smoothie sits down for break-
fast with a view. 

A gentleman scrolls through data on the screen 
in his box.

A handful of people read The Special.
Coffee cups and donut bags fill the small counter 

in front of each box.
“The harrows are big rakes,” simplifies NYRA 

trackside host Anthony Stabile as the tractors con-
tinue their mission up the stretch.

A young girl in a frilly, white Sunday dress skips 
through the aisles.

“Are you wearing your headband like a belt?” 
asks her mother or aunt or babysitter.

Yes, she is.
Kirk and Debra Wycoff arrive in a golf cart, park 

by the fence and walk up the steps for a view. One 
of their stable stars is working out, probably Cross 
Border in his final prep for the Sword Dancer. 

Hall of Fame jockey turned jocks’ agent Angel 
Cordero is there. He won’t miss this. 

Former Special staffer John Panagot rolls up in a 
luxury cart, no doubt scoping a burner in a morning 

workout. He wears a puffer vest like it’s cold. Give 
it a week.

Ron Moquett, trainer of champion sprinter Whit-
more, bounces up the steps. “I just came up here to 
watch good horses work,” he says with a laugh. He 
can do that pretty much every day, but OK.

Trainer Jimmy Bond gets ready to clock one. 
Adam Coglianese, NYRA’s photographer stands 

ready in the winner’s circle. He’s chatty, conversa-
tional, waiting. 

The tractors are somewhere on the backside now.
Stabile fires up a trivia question about the Ala-

bama and trainers. The answers are Todd Pletcher, 
Bill Mott, Jerry Hollendorfer and Kenny McPeek.

Nine dudes stand, the whole time. They are in 
the front row of boxes, nothing between them and 
the racetrack, but they stand and watch. And stand 
and watch some more. They fist bump, bro-hug, act 
like it’s a momentous day. Maybe it is. Not for the 
people behind them.

At some point the tractors complete their circuit 
and head for the parking area over by the 7-fur-
long chute. The dirt looks like a giant’s zen garden, 
all orderly, fluffed, neat, waiting. For an instant, 
because there is always an instant, nothing moves 
on Saratoga Race Course’s historic 9 furlongs – no 
horses, no tractors, no outriders, no nothing save 

maybe those guys taking down the inner rail of the 
turf course or shuttling that zero-turn mower back 
to its home.

And then the horses appear, all at once. Big, small, 
young, old, brown, gray, chestnut, Thoroughbred, 
Appaloosa, they’re everywhere in the first moments 
after the harrowing break.

Two decked in Brad Cox blue draw most of the 
attention. Well, some of the attention. The kid flip-
ping seat bottoms must be at Section Q by now. 
Smoothie lady keeps sipping. Dad keeps answering 
questions. But, some are watching. Moquett. Those 
sharpies upstairs. A few others. The horses enter 
on the turn, trot to the backside and turn to set up 
a workout – Essential Quality’s final timed move 
before Saturday’s Travers Stakes. The best 3-year-
old of 2021 matches strides with Personal Ensign 
runner Bonny South. She’s inside, chestnut with a 
white face. He’s outside, gray and menacing. They 
finish together, riders relatively motionless and reins 
loose, 5 furlongs in 1:01.58. 

A few moments later, Travers rival Masquepa-
rade puts in his steps for trainer Al Stall. The Ohio 
Derby winner breaks off in front of 3-year-old filly 
Sum Kinda Pretty, lets her rally up the inside and 
get a length in front. Then they throw down. They 
breeze a half-mile in :48.11, but Masqueparade gal-
lops out like an Olympian taking a victory half-lap.  

Keepmeinmind breezes by, getting a half in 
:47.55, somewhat anonymously despite his Travers 
saddle towel. 

And that’s it. The morning continues, but the ac-
tion returns to normal. A green 2-year-old practices 
his or her paces, switching leads in mid-stretch after 
some cajoling. A Jeremiah Englehart runner tries 
to meet some fans by the outside fence. And fails. 
They’ll get over it. There are smoothies to sip, seats 
to flip, coffee cups to drain, newspapers to read 
(and write). 

And races to run. See you out there.

theoutsiderail MorningBY JOE CLANCY

Connie Bush

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
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Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

law offices of

BORNSTEIN & SMITH
Marvin T. Bornstein

attorney at law

board certified in wills, trusts and estates law
(1986-2016)

bord certified tax law
(1983-2013)

FLORIDA ESTATE PLANNING & ADMINISTRATION

2136 Hollywood Boulevard 
Hollywood, Florida 33020-6716

telephone (954) 925-3538
telefax (954) 925-5661

Email: mtborn@bellsouth.net

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

SECURING A FUTURE FOR OUR HORSES. 
SECURING A FUTURE FOR OUR INDUSTRY.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org | (859) 224-2756

A PLAYER’S  
GUIDE TO  

THOROUGHBRED  
HORSE RACING

Get
ting Out Of The

gettingoutofthegate.comThe race continues!

https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
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http://andrewmollicalaw.com/
https://radwanbrown.com/
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The community, the camaraderie. The volume, 
the vibe. The rhythm, the romance. The beat, the 
buzz. That’s what I missed the most last year while 
watching Saratoga from a couch in Middleburg, Va. 
Sure, I missed the races, the horses, the deadlines, 
the wins, the losses, the trips, the bets but I missed 
the interaction with the traveling circus more than 
anything. 

The moments make up the meet. 
Phil Gleaves offers a ride while you’re walking 

through the East Avenue gate, you wave him off, he 
waves you on. Phil Serpe offers the peace sign and a 
scowl while mowing his barn apron grass. Ron Mo-
quett saves Whitmore’s halter and gives the leather 
and brass gem to Tom Law, because my comrade 
simply likes the horse. 

A box of peaches gets delivered to the office. A 
blueberry pie. A box of homemade chocolate chip 
cookies. A blueberry pound cake. A six pack and 
the makings for a shandy. And a box of CDs – from 
The Dead to Government Mule. 

And a guy opens the office door and tells us he 
just got DQ’d out of $19,000. “By the way, I love 
the paper.” The door shuts as fast as it opened. 

The Times Union paper girl grabs a Special from 
the East Avenue Paper box and hands it to Tils so 
she doesn’t have to get out of her truck. The next 
day, a woman stops her car, gets out, runs to the 
paper box and says, “I love your paper.” I tell her 
it’s yesterday’s and she smiles, “I still love it.” A fan 
walks into the office and buys two hats for his sons, 
because they’ve been reading The Special from the 
first day. Everett Dobson holds Wednesday’s edition 
and asks about hiking Mount Mansfield, come on, 
Everett, let’s roll.  

Watching a big bay horse of Rusty Arnold’s train 
every day. Wanting to buy him, hoping to buy him 
and sharing the same feeling with assistant/exercise 
rider Lyndsay Buttice. We try to make a deal with 
Rusty. Some day, Lindsay, some day. 

Sitting down at Tony Dutrow’s picnic table in 
the middle of a sweltering Thursday afternoon and 
talking horses. Saratoga Chrome, taken down the 
day before, stands in the last stall, tongue hanging 
from the right side of her mouth like you asked her 
about the steward’s call. High Opinion, in today’s 
Ballston Spa, rolls once, twice, three times. Right 
about the time Dutrow uses Jimmy Jerkens as an 
example of the highs and lows of this game, Jerk-
ens drives up, walks over, sits down and doesn’t say 
much. It’s perfect. 

Walking back to the barn with Mark Casse after 
Got Stormy wins the Fourstardave. Mark, his wife 
Tina and I walking and talking, basking in another 
stakes win by an icon at an icon. We are in another 
world until we hear – and luckily don’t see – a man 
at the end of the fence warning us. “Bad timing. Bad 
timing. Bad timing.” We look the other way while 
he tries to finish. 

Walking into the stakes barn – the day you walk 
out with Whitmore’s halter – and seeing two old 
jumpers Gibralfaro and City Dreamer bucking, roll-
ing, bouncing and impressing Moquett. The shared 
awe of the racehorse. 

Waiting for Steve Asmussen to commiserate with 
Joel Rosario after the second race Friday and seeing 

a fan, Saratoga shirt and Saratoga cooler bag, ready 
his phone and wait for a photo op with Asmussen 
outside the winner’s circle. He asks, expecting a 
brush off, Steve obliges and I volunteer to take the 
photo. He beams, actually both beam. 

Asmussen and I walk through the clubhouse and 
I try to ask him questions about Midnight Bour-
bon, Jackie’s Warrior and Yaupon in three stakes 
today. Each question gets shanghaied by autograph 
seekers, pep talkers and experience sharers who 
want to tell Asmussen where they watched the re-
cord-clinching race. “You are my favorite trainer.” 
“Congratulations on your tremendous accomplish-
ment.” “Just to be able say I was here for that.” 
“My cousin Andy is your biggest fan, like obsessed, 
when I send him this picture…he’s obsessed, we’ve 
had so many fights, I’m a fan but he will die for 
you.”

Eventually, I ask my questions and Asmussen 
answers them with his usual intensity and focus. 
We wind our way out of the clubhouse, Asmussen 
talking about his motivation to break a barrier, lis-
tening to what it means to do it here. “Divine inter-
vention. Divine intervention.” 

Perhaps, the fans’ reaction to Asmussen breaking 
the record here sums up the feeling of what we lost 
last year and what we feel this year. The reaction the 
day it happened, with fans standing and cheering 
Asmussen as he walked the long walk in the first 
row of the boxes to weeks later when the reaction is 
still boiling, still roiling. 

I’ve had this column in my head for weeks, I’m 
thinking about all of this as I walk out of the track 
with Asmussen.

A fan at the corner of the jocks’ room pumps his 
fist to Asmussen.

“Way to go all-time leading trainer.” 
Asmussen whoops, a bellow from the belly. The 

two-dollar bettor and the 9,446 record-breaker. 
Only in Saratoga. 

Records cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale 
consistently delivers results at the 
highest levels of racing internationally. 
We invite you to travel to Keeneland this 
September in search of your next racing 
success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

CODE OF HONOR
2019 TRAVERS S. (G1)

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13   -   F R I .  2 4

Keeneland Sales Graduates have won nine of 
the last ten editions of the Travers S. (G1).

2019: CODE OF HONOR

2018: CATHOLIC BOY

2017: WEST COAST

2016: ARROGATE

2015: KEEN ICE

2014: V.E. DAY

2013: WILL TAKE CHARGE

2012: GOLDEN TICKET

2011: STAY THIRSTY

CATALOG ONLINE
TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

https://catalog.keeneland.com/catalog/


#1 YEARLING SIRE BY AVERAGE IN 2021

QUALITY ROAD

$636K - ABOVE TAPIT, INTO MISCHIEF, CURLIN, ETC.

Elusive Quality - Kobla, by Strawberry Road (AUS)

$1,000,000 - FTSAUG Hip 160 sold to Kindred Stables 
$800,000 - FTSAUG Hip 114 sold to Maverick Racing

FTSAUG - HIP 160

$150,000
lanesend.com  |  t: 859.873.7300

https://lanesend.com/



