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Claibornefarm.com
Jill Gordon : 832.671.9345

(per e Blood-Horse, June 29, 2019 Update and Clariication Yearling Sales Preview - consignors with 100+ yearlings sold, 2014-2016)

CLAIBORNE QUALITY AT KEENELAND

VISIT OUR CONSIGNMENT AT THE UPCOMING KEENELAND SEPTEMBER SALE

SEPTEMBER 9 - 19

CONSIGNOR BY 
PERCENTAGE OF 
GSW OFFERED#1

Breeder: Ramona Bass
Raised & Sold by Claiborne

MAGNUM MOON (G1)

FAULT (G1)
Breeder: Claiborne Farm

Raised & Sold by Claiborne

Breeder: Ramona Bass
Raised & Sold by Claiborne

ROY H (G1)
Recent G1 graduates include:

http://claibornefarm.com/
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BY THE NUMBERS
2: People singing Santa Claus is Coming to Town on East Avenue about an hour 
after the races Thursday night.

5: Most Travers wins by a trainer, Bert Mulholland, with Eight Thirty (1939), 
Lights Up (1950), Battlefield (1951), Jaipur (1962), Crewman (1963).

15:52: Two-mile time for Saratoga Stryders’ member Zach Keilb Friday morn-
ing, passing his ROTC test by eight seconds. 

15: New York Turf Writers Cup wins for trainer Jonathan Sheppard (the first in 
1979 and the 15th Thursday). In that time span, no other trainer has more than 
three (Burley Cocks).

NAMES OF THE DAY
Confessing, third race. Phoenix Thoroughbred III’s 3-year-old filly is out of Ac-
cusation.

Elate, ninth race. The multiple Grade 1 winner and Personal Ensign contender, 
is out of Cheery.

Pillar Mountain, 10th race. The Sword Dancer runner, an Irish-bed son of En-
glish-bred sire Kodiac, is named for a mountain in Alaska. The Pillar Mountain 
Trail is a popular hiking route and home to the annual Pillar Mountain Trail Race.

Code Of Honor, 11th race. The Travers player, a Will Farish homebred, is by 
Noble Mission out of Reunited.

Tax, 11th race. The Travers runner, bred and named by Claiborne Farm and 
Adele Dilschneider, is out of Toll.

here&there...at Saratoga

Darley

SHE’S THE 
BOSS Street Boss’s daughter

Fair Maiden is the first 
two-year-old filly in a 
decade to have run two 
90+ Beyers before the 
end of August. 

Find more precocious
speed: see the Street
Boss yearlings at
Keeneland

Susie Raisher
Leafy Greens. Linebacker and rider Aaron Pahal get some veggies.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-boss?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Street%20Boss&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“I paid my way through school gambling.”

Owner Richard Rigney

“You bought all of those?”
Fan to The Special’s Ben Gowans, as he brought a 

stack of about 25 extra papers back to the office

“Mommy, can I have one of those?”
Toddler in a stroller as she passed by the paperbox 

outside The Special’s office Thursday evening

“We got one of those earlier, honey.”
Mother’s response

“Do we look alike?”
Trainer Pat Kelly, while striking the same pose as brother and Clerk of Scales 

Tim Kelly in the winner’s circle before Thursday afternoon’s Riskaverse Stakes 

“He should write a memo to everyone else on how to stop by the office.”
Tom Law, after NYRA’s Najja Thompson’s quick visit

 to The Special’s office Thursday evening

“It must be getting slow up here.”
Trainer Dallas Stewart when told he was missed this summer 

Friday morning at the Oklahoma track kitchen

“This doesn’t look good.”
Jockey Tyler Gaffalione surveying a downed limb still partially 

leaning on Eddie Kenneally’s barn Friday morning

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers: Catherine Galbraith, Ben Gowans, Paul Halloran,  
Terry Hill, Brandon Valvo.

Handicappers: Charles Bedard, John Shapazian, Rob Whitlock.

Design: Todd Koch.

Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush.

Distribution & More: Madeline Ellsworth. 

259 East Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(the old feed store)

thisishorseracing.com
Published Thursday through Sunday  

during the racing season. 
Plus Monday, Aug. 5 and Tuesday, Aug. 6.

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com
Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special. 

Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“A woman comes to my window and says, ‘Give me $5 
win on the 3...’ I say, ‘The 3 is scratched in this race.’  

She says, ‘Geez, he did so well in the last race.’ ”

Longtime reader and mutuel teller Jim Schaefer 

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

Building  
Speed 

for  
the  

Future

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

MILLIONAIRE G1 SW 

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
BRILLIANT GSW by TAPIT   

MOHAYMEN
WORLD CLASS MILER by SPEIGHTSTOWN  

TAMARKUZ  

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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 elm tree yearlings

Raised
to  

Tackle  
Anything 

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Huckabay   
Phone: (859) 987-4856    

 Fax (859) 987-0374    
info@elmtreefarmky.com

BOOK ONE • Barn 20

Monday, 9/9
11 c. MEDAGLIA D’ORO – Overheard 

2nd foal out of multiple GSW OVERHEARD 
($548,656); family of Champion CHRIS EVERT 
and G1 SW CONFESSIONAL

Tuesday, 9/10
250 c. FLATTER – Bashful Bertie 

1/2 brother to 3-time G1 SW BEACH PATROL 
($2,532,945); out of full sister to GSW/stakes  
producer ALLAMERICAN BERTIE

366 f. HONOR CODE – Doubled 
Out of a juvenile SW Exchange Rate mare,  
1/2 sister to two Graded horses, including  
Pocahontas S.-G2 SW DANCINGINHERDREAMS

Wednesday, 9/11
516 c. SPEIGHTSTOWN – Maggy’s Melody 

Out of a young Unbridled’s Song 1/2 sister to 
Champion/multiple Classic winner and champi-
on-siring AFLEET ALEX ($2,765,800)

545 f. NYQUIST – Miss Inclined 
From the first crop of Champion/Classic winner  
NYQUIST out of SP 1/2 sister to GSW RUSH BAY  
and Graded stakes producer Stormy B.

BOOK TWO • Barn 35

Friday, 9/13
634 c. NOT THIS TIME – Soho Star 
643 c. GHOSTZAPPER – Spring Party 
707 c. BROKEN VOW – Winning Saga 
780 c. FROSTED – Dashing Debby 
783 f. PIONEEROF THE NILE – Devious Intent 
932 c. LIAM’S MAP – Mystic Mama 

http://elmtreefarmky.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“Me and Steve (Asmussen) and Scott (Blasi) are all friends. I was roommates with Steve when 
he rode. Did you know he was a jockey? 1982. We were roommates at Del Mar. I was 18 and 
I think he was 16, every time my mom would come down and watch how hard he would be 
fighting his weight she would get so worried about him. He’s like 5-10, 5-11.”

Kenny Black, former jockey and current assistant trainer to Phil D’Amato

“This is my second time being here, but first time for racing. Seventeen years ago I was here 
working on the Seabiscuit movie, I did the fight scene with Tobey Maguire. We taped that and 
most of the morning workouts they did here. We were here about two weeks. It was the week 
before Thanksgiving so it was like 25 degrees out and there weren’t no leaves on the trees. The 
place looked like it was deserted. It didn’t look like this so I don’t really count it.”

Black, who does have an IMDb page

“Those guys are crazy. I broke my collarbone and couldn’t do anything for two months.”
Trainer Graham Motion, about jump jockey Tom Garner winning

 Thursday’s Turf Writers with a collarbone injury

“As my daughter says, whoever invented going away to college is a genius.”
Owner Jimmy Riccio, about parenting

“I call that the braintrust.”
Owner Mike Caruso, about the Oklahoma corner occupied by Doc Richardson 

and company outside Bill Mott’s barn most mornings

“Put her on the cover.”
The Special’s Ben Gowans when Belle Of The Spa upset the Yaddo

here&there...at Saratoga

Susie Raisher
Crash Landing? The good witch of Saratoga – never much for brooms – left her 
ride in a tree in the backyard.

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

Saratoga Moments . . .
“It’s Travers Day 1986. I had Wise Times in there and the night before was a 
real Saratoga rain. It poured and the track was so muddy the morning of the 
race. Going a mile and a quarter with a horse that came from last – and I 
wanted him to come from last – so I galloped him a mile and a half the day of 
the race. I’m on my pony, my exercise girl gallops him a mile and a half, as he 
pulls up he stumbles, gets loose, gallops another mile and a half by himself 
until we catch him. We got him back and everything was fine, we run that af-
ternoon and we won the Travers. I got all the help together and we proceeded 
to take over Lillian’s. They ran out of champagne. We closed Lillian’s about 2 
a.m. I had a hotwalker, he was 300 pounds, Big Dave. Used to work for Woody 
(Stephens) and then worked for me. He had this great knack of impersonating 
people. He could impersonate Marshall Cassidy, the announcer at the time, 
real well. During the course of the evening at Lillian’s he would step on the 
first rung of the barstool for some height and he would regale everybody with 
the call of the race from the three-eighths pole home. He must have 
done it seven times during the evening. It was brilliant.” 

– Phil Gleaves, Travers winning trainer

Country Life Stallions

With 75 yearlings in his first crop, War Front’s stakes-winning 
son Mosler looks forward to his offspring debuting during the 
2020 racing season at Saratoga. 

Find out more at countrylifefarm.com
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.nicoma.com/
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The Chief . . . Day 28
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“The big outfits, if they had a good work horse in the morning but didn’t run that 
good in the afternoon, they would keep him and work with the good horse. Some 
of them would use two of them to work with a good horse. If they 
worked a mile and an eighth, they’d have one pick em up at the 
half-mile pole. I saw Assault do that, he came over to Aque-
duct on Thursday morning and worked a mile and an eighth 
with two different horses. He carried 135 
pounds on Saturday.”

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE
At 2: Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf (G1)

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

sponsored by

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best performances.  

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

McKinzie: He can do it all, giving 
Baffert his first Whitney win.

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

Sistercharlie: Make that TWO 
Dianas for the champ.

Winston C: Swept Grade 1 
jump races for Sheppard barn.

Covfefe: Because that Test slug-
fest was as good as it gets.

1.

2.
3.

 Concrete Rose: The first Saratoga 
Oaks was a laugher.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Got Stormy: Even Fourstardave 
didn’t do what she did. 

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Shancelot.

Dunbar Road: Loved the mud in 
Alabama romp.

The breeder of the horse with the 
Top Performance of 2019 receives 
a FREE 2020 breeding season to 
Oscar Performance. Good luck  
to all, and thanks for a great  
first season at stud.

And the  
Oscar goes to...

– Bred by Mt. Joy Stables, Pope McLean,  
Marc McLean & Pope McLean Jr.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

morning glory
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http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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There is nothing like doing a Sta-
ble Tour with Shug McGaughey. The 
Hall of Famer mentions a horse’s 
name and might follow that with 
another name and another name 
and another name, spilling out blue-
blood runners who dance off any 
pedigree page. 

McGaughey has won two rac-
es at Saratoga in 2019, and could 
make his meet with Code Of Honor 
in today’s feature, the Traver Stakes. 

McGaughey and his son, Reeve, 
walked the shedrow with The 
Special’s Sean Clancy on a rainy 
Wednesday morning. 

Bail Out: Phipps Stable homebred has hit the board six times 
in 10 starts but finished fifth here earlier in the meet. “Disap-
pointed the other day. New gelding.”

High North: Shortleaf Stable’s 4-year-old won the Iowa Der-
by for Brad Cox last year, moved to McGaughey in April and 
posted his first breeze, a half-mile in :49.30 here last Saturday. 
“He’s new here but he’s training really well, hope to run him 
as soon as we get to Belmont. Nice horse. Likes it really firm.”

Alandra: Bred by Alexander-Groves Thoroughbreds, the 
daughter of Blame and graded stakes winner Altesse has post-
ed five local breezes. “Hope to run her at the end of the meet. I 
kind of like her a little bit. Pretty girl.”

Bridal Path: Daughter of Hard Spun and Path finished eighth 
under Joel Rosario in her debut here this meet. “By Hard Spun 
out of Path, who was out of Carriage Trail. Ran here on the turf 
and got into all kinds of trouble, he never could let her run a 
jump. Hopefully I’ll run her back on Sunday. I kind of like her, 
too. She’s going to be a good-looking filly.”

Power Move: Another Phipps homebred, the 2-year-old filly 
has three local breezes, including one from the gate. “More 
Than Ready, Trophy Wife. I like her, too. I had to stop on her, 
she popped a splint.”

In Front: Owned and bred by Dattt Farm, the daughter of 
War Front has breezed twice at Saratoga, once on the dirt and 
once on the turf. “I like this filly. I had her ready to run, but I 
had some trouble with coughing and running noses and stuff. 
She’ll run as soon as we get back to Belmont.”

U S Delta Force: Another well-bred 2-year-old who has yet 
to start, the gray colt walks to the front of the stall and elicits 

a simple “wow” from an observer. “Nice War Front colt that 
belongs to Joe Allen, out of a mare named Photograph, has a 
lot of pedigree, nice horse. I had him ready but he blew a frog 
on me. Beautiful way of going, great way about him.”

Mrs. Danvers: Allen’s homebred daughter of Tapit won her 
second career start earlier in the meet. “This is the filly that 
won here the other day. Reeve has always liked her, I never 
was around her much until we came up here but I like her too. 
I thought she ran really good the other day, still a little green. 
She’ll like Belmont, too. I don’t know where I’ll run her. If there 
was an allowance race going a mile I would love it, but there 
probably won’t be one.”

Pink Sands: Purchased for $625,000 at Fasig-Tipton Sara-
toga Select Yearling Sale in 2016, the daughter of Tapit owns 
four wins for Gainesway Stable and Andrew Rosen “Won a 
stake at Monmouth this summer, came back and was fourth in 
the Shuvee. OK effort, not a bad race. She’ll go to Louisville for 
the Locust Grove, a mile and a sixteenth on the dirt.”

Fly So High: Phipps Stable’s filly is 3-for-4, including a win 
in the Davona Dale at Gulfstream Park in March 2018. She 
hasn’t run since. “She’s never been operated on or anything 
but she’s been stop and go for a long time. She’s fine now, I’m 
going to try to two-minute lick her Saturday. Nice filly.”

Malibu Edge: Ontario-bred colt, bred and owned by 
Chiefswood Stable, recently moved from Fair Hill to Saratoga. 
“Malibu Moon colt. Nice kind of colt. I was going to work him 
out of the gate (Wednesday) morning but that got hampered. 
Nice kind of horse.”

Enola Gay: Joe Allen’s 2-year-old daughter of Uncle Mo 
breezed from the gate Friday. “She’s about ready to run. I’m 

not sure she’s an in-town horse, she would 
be competitive here but maybe Monmouth 
or Laurel.” 

Amends: Phipps Stable homebred son of 
Uncle Mo is out of Guilty Verdict, a daughter 
of two-time Grade 1 stakes winner Smug-
gler. “Big old long typical Uncle Mo. Ran 
one time, didn’t run bad, I wanted to run 
him back in the mile and eighth race but he 
got an abscess in a back foot but he’s back 
training now.”

Lexatoga: Son of McGaughey’s star, Hon-
or Code. “He belongs to Calumet. He’s a New 
York-bred and he’s OK as a New York-bred. 
I had him ready to run a couple of times, he 
had hock blow up on him, I don’t know why, 
but he’s doing good now.”

Performer: Phipps Stable homebred son of Speightstown 
is 5-2 in today’s fourth, a dirt allowance, but is also entered 
in Sunday’s Better Talk Now Stakes on turf. “Nice big horse. 
He was third last fall, gave him the winter off, came back at 
Belmont and did it the right way.”

U S Army Corps: Another Joe Allen homebred son of War 
Front. “Ran once here. Finished fourth. Just beat a neck for 
second, Weaver’s horse won it, that nice Constitution horse. I 
think we’ll wait for Belmont.”

Harlem Heights: The half-sister to Point Of Entry breezed a 
half-mile Friday, her sixth breeze at Saratoga. “Typical Bernar-
dini, but I like her. This time next year, she’ll be a different kind 
of horse. She’s about ready to run. She had a runny nose, I had 
to back off her. She could be ready to run here at the end of the 
meet but I might run that Alandra, just to give her a little more 
time. Time is her friend. She doesn’t do anything wrong. She’s 
nice. She will probably run all day.”

Mango M: A two-time Fasig-Tipton graduate, the New York-
bred owned by Bill Parcells’ August Dawn Farm has produced 
three wins from 14 starts. “Decent horse, only problem is now 
he has to run in open company. Finished fourth up here, got 
into all kinds of trouble.”
 
War Cabinet: Allen’s daughter of War Front picked up her 
first line of black type with a third in the Flaming Page at Wood-
bine Sunday. “She’s getting ready to go to Fair Hill for a little 
freshening up. There’s a race at Aqueduct going a mile and a 
half at the end of October. She’s nice but just an inch below 
being nice enough.”

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
Shug McGaughey

Tod Marks
The historic Phipps barn houses a slew of talented horses trained by Shug McGaughey.

Continued On Page 9 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/


9Saturday, August 24, 2019 The Saratoga Special

Fashion Moment: The lengthy daughter 
of Uncle Mo and Theysken’s Theory arrived 
from Fair Hill this week. “Theysken’s Theory 
won a stake in Europe and just got beat in the 
Garden City. She’s typical Uncle Mo, plain bay 
horse, but this is the first time the mare has 
gotten it right.”

Dreams Of Tomorrow: Cue the band, 
another homebred from the Phipps stable. 
“Speightstown out of Sabbatical. Imagining’s 
family. He was ready to run at the end of June 
but just got some 2-year-old growing things, 
had to back off him. He was going to work out 
of the gate this morning.”

Star Command: Phipps Stable 2-year-old 
filly finished sixth in her debut here Aug. 9. 
“By Orb out of Puzzling. She didn’t get any-
thing, but her race wasn’t that bad. I’ll get her 
back down there and run her a mile. She’ll be 
fine. She’s not a superstar, but she’s OK.”

My Happy Place: Owned by Gainesway 
Stable and Andrew Rosen, the 3-year-old fil-
ly is out of CCA Oaks runner-up My Happy 
Face. “Tapit filly that’s been second, third and 
fourth, sprinting. Probably wants to run long 
on the turf eventually.”

Passing Out: The ride, the trip, the finish 
of the meet. “Won here in that race that Jose 
Ortiz rode as good as a guy could ever ride. 
She’s going to be OK. This filly won her first 
start, I gave her a lot of time and I ran her back 
and she didn’t run any good. She acted up in 
the paddock and was a little bit keen so we 
changed some things around on her and ran 
her back down there, she was third, a solid 
third and then she won here. What happened 
to her, she won too soon. She didn’t learn any-
thing.”

Windfall Profit: Owned and bred by Stuart 
Janney, the Malibu Moon filly finished seventh 
in her debut here. “Good family, she’s out of 
Hit It Rich, she was a graded stakes winner, 
wanted to run long. I ran her here, she didn’t 
run that bad but she ran a little bit disappoint-
ing. She’s come out of her race a lot more fo-
cused and she’s training well. She won’t run 
back here but will run as soon as we get to 
Belmont. I kind of her like but I was disap-
pointed in her first start. She was in the right 
spot, but just didn’t finish.”

Plainsman: Shortleaf’s son of Flatter won 
the Discovery last year for Brad Cox and made 
his debut for McGaughey earlier at the meet. 
“This is a nice horse. Finished second here. 
Ever since we’ve had him, he’s done every-
thing right. He’s a nice, kind horse, probably 
wants to run two turns. Maybe Arkansas this 
winter. Maybe the Kelso next. I don’t want to 
throw him to the wolves.”

 
Code Of Honor: A year ago, McGaughey in-
troduced Will Farish’s homebred as the chest-
nut colt stood on three legs and scratched his 
ear with his hind hoof. “Pretty athletic, huh? 
He’s in tomorrow, he acts like he’s fast,” Mc-
Gaughey said that day. Yeah, he’s fast. The 
son of Noble Mission, winner of the Dwyer 
in his most recent start, is second choice in 
today’s Travers. “His next outing is Saturday 
and I’m looking forward to it. Everything has 
gone really good since the Dwyer. When you 
get him on the right track, he does everything 
you want him to do.”

Stanhope: Shortleaf purchased the son of 
Street Sense for $150,000 at Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga New York-bred sale. “Second in his 
only start. He’ll run back here next week going 
three quarters. I would have loved to run him 
5 1/2 on Friday because he’s fast, Really fast.”

Sentry: Owned by Stuart Janney III, the son 
of Smart Strike has won three races from 16 
starts. “Just an old horse, finished second in a 
starter race the other day.”

Charreada: Emory Hamilton’s homebred 
daughter of Kitten’s Joy lives in an outside 
stall. She breaks from the rail in today’s third. 
“She’s probably the best maiden in the coun-
try. She’s entered Saturday. She finished sec-
ond the last time I run her, just got beat. I’ll 
tell you something, I don’t really know what 
she wants, I’m always shocked every time she 
gets beat, the way she trains. Her mother was 
kind of a sprinter on the dirt. We ran her on the 
dirt, but (Julien) Leparoux came back and said 
she feels like a turf horse. She’s big. If she 
doesn’t win this Saturday, she might go sev-
en eighths on the dirt. Looking at her, Kitten’s 
Joy, you would think mile and a quarter on the 
grass, but she doesn’t act like she wants that, 
she acts more like, back, pace, finish. She also 
could be the kind who breaks her maiden and 
wins about four or five in a row.”

Keepme In Thegame: Andrew Rosen and 
Edward Easton’s filly shares the outside spot 
with Charreada. She’s set to make her third 
career start in today’s nightcap. “She can be 
a little nervous. Pioneerof The Nile, half-sister 
to New Money Honey.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

EVERY  SATURDAY  10 AM —1 PM

HANDICAPP ING HAPPY  HOURS
AT  BRENTWOOD HOTEL

15 GR IDLEY  ST.  (BACKS IDE  OF  THE  TRACK)
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www.SupportHorseRacing.org

CONTRIBUTE.

Help us help horse racing in D.C.

You can help the NTRA’s federal legislative team 
advocate in Washington, D.C., by contributing to 
the  NTRA 1/4% Check-Off Program when you buy 
and sell at major domestic thoroughbred sales. 

For more information, contact Joe Bacigalupo 
joeb@NTRA.com.

NTRA 1/4% Check-off Program

Join Up
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

https://brentwood-hotel.com/
https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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BREED 
WITH CREED.

T H E  B R E E D E R S ’  FA R M
859.294.0030

JIMMY CREED
Distorted Humor’s Best Son at Stud.

Now offering early bird specials. 

“Jeff (Seder) and I have found that a 
disproportionate number of JIMMY CREED’s 
progeny have tested elite in ability according 
to our metrics. We think he will prove to be a 
powerful stallion in our industry.”   

-Patti Miller, EQB

BY TOM LAW
The race dubbed “The Midsummer 

Derby” celebrates a major milestone 
today at Saratoga Race Course and 
gives off the feel of another, slightly 
younger, marquee event run annually 
the first Saturday in May. 

The 150th Travers Stakes attract-
ed a field of 12 3-year-olds, not quite 
the expansive draft that runs annually 
in the Kentucky Derby but still large 
by modern standards. The 12-horse 
field, if it stays together for the $1.25 
million Travers, would be one of the 
largest in the race’s history and the 
biggest since 13 ran in 2016. 

The largest Travers field featured 
14 runners when Jatski won via the 
disqualification of Run Dusty Run in 

1977 and three times it included 13 
starters and three times it included 12. 

Hall of Fame jockey Javier Castel-
lano knows what it takes to win the 
Travers. He’s won it a record six times 
and bids for another aboard Looking 
At Bikinis, one of two horses for train-
er Chad Brown. Castellano, watching 
breezers from his golf cart near the 
quarter-pole gap Friday morning with 
his agent John Panagot, said he liked 
his chances against favorites Tacitus, 
Code Of Honor, Tax, Owendale and 
Mucho Gusto. 

“It’s a Grade 1, the Travers and Sean Clancy
Tacitus works on the Oklahoma training track.

TRAVERS STAKES PREVIEW

By A Dozen
Big group of 3-year-olds tangles 
in Saratoga meet’s signature event

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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http://centennialfarms.com/
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one of the best races in the country,” 
said Castellano, who won last year 
aboard Catholic Boy. “I’m pretty live. 
He’s a great horse and Chad has been 
developing him. Don’t get me wrong, 
I give a lot of credit to the other hors-
es. Tacitus is the horse to beat. He 
stumbled really bad at the gate last 
time and he made that move. Just too 
much to ask to do. You never know. 
That’s horse racing. It’s a mile and a 
quarter, a question mark for young 
horses, 3-year-olds. It’s going to be a 
very competitive race. 

“I don’t see any horse that is un-
beatable. But that happened before, 
too, one year with Keen Ice we were 
like, ‘how can we beat that horse, 
American Pharoah? How can we beat 
that horse?’ There you go. Keen Ice. 
He beat him. That’s horse racing. You 
have to perform and hopefully you 
show up.”

None of the three winners of the 
spring classics showed up for the 
Travers. Country House, winner of 
the Kentucky Derby via the disqual-

ification of Maximum Security, con-
tinues to recover from a minor injury. 
Preakness winner War Of Will, who 
finished fifth of six in the Jim Dan-
dy, will skip the race in favor of next 
month’s Grade 1 Pennsylvania Derby 
at Parx Racing. Belmont Stakes win-
ner Sir Winston also went to the side-
lines after the spring classics with an 
ankle injury. 

The lack of a classic winner in the 
mix is not uncommon. None of the 
classic winners from 2018, 2012, 
2005, 2003, 2002 and 1997 compet-
ed in the Travers. 

What the 2019 Travers field lacks 
in recognizable star-power it makes 
up for in depth. 

The 1 1/4-mile event features ad-
judged Kentucky Derby runner-up 
and Grade 3 Dwyer winner Code Of 
Honor for three-time Travers-win-
ning trainer Shug McGaughey, Derby 
third and Belmont runner-up Tacitus 
for trainer Bill Mott, Grade 1 Haskell 
runner-up Mucho Gusto for three-
time Travers-winning trainer Bob 
Baffert, the 2-3 finishers from the 
Preakness in Everfast and Owendale 
and the Belmont fourth and Jim Dan-

Travers –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 14 
Tod Marks

Mucho Gusto comes in from California for trainer Bob Baffert.

https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering
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Alternation
Distorted Humor – Alternate, by Seattle Slew

85%  
Won/Placed   

in 1st Three Crops 
including   

Kentucky Oaks-G1 winner  
SERENGETI EMPRESS

• • • 

Half-brother to  
Pacific Classic-G1 winner  

HIGHER POWER

A start…of sorts.

Alternation
85% won/placed from 1st three crops,
incl. Kentucky Oaks-G1 Winner 
SERENGETI EMPRESS.
Half-brother to Pacific Classic-G1 win-
ner HIGHER POWER.

Broken Vow
ELEVEN 2019 Blacktype Horses in-
cluding (Canadian)* Classic Winner 
TONE BROKE, winner of 2/3 Canadi-
an Triple Crown.
Sire of 15% Blacktype Horses

*(do you have to say Canadian twice?)

Pin Oak Stud
Versailles, KY • (859) 873-1420    Inquiries to Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens     www.pinoakstud.com

Broken Vow
Unbridled – Wedding Vow, by Nijinsky II

11
Blacktype  

Horses in 2019
including  Classic Winner 

 TONE BROKE  
winner of two legs of 

 Canadian Triple Crown

• • • 

Lifetime Sire of  
15% Blacktype Horses

http://pinoakstud.com/
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Convenient to the 1-mile dirt track, seven-eighths mile all-weather track, miles of grass gallops and wooded trails, as well as  
adjacent to the Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center. Direct access to new state-of-the-art turf course and CCI***** horse park.

Barn for saleFair Hill Training Center
Outstanding, well-designed and impeccably maintained training barn in the world-renowned Fair Hill Training Center.   

Home to 27 Grade 1 winners. 52 stalls, turnout paddocks, round pens, salt vapor stall, security system, offices, all you need.

Centrally located in the racetrack rich Mid-Atlantic.  “Race and return” to 12 tracks.  
No other location in the U.S. offers this kind of racing availability.

For additional information contact: 
A. John Price (302) 378-1979 • (888) 909-FARM

or mobile (302) 379-6318

dy winner Tax. 
Juddmonte Farm’s homebred Taci-

tus is the 5-2 favorite on the morning 
line for Mott, seeking his first Travers 
win. He finished second in the race 
twice, with Vision And Verse in 1999 
and Hold Me Back in 2009. Tacitus 
stumbled in the Grade 2 Jim Dandy, 
dropped back to last of six, made a 
strong middle move and finished sec-
ond by three-quarters of a length to 
Tax. 

McGaughey purposely skipped the 
Jim Dandy with Code Of Honor, opt-
ing to train Will Farish’s homebred 
Noble Mission colt up to the Travers 
rather than run him back in three 
weeks and then again in four weeks. 

Code Of Honor broke his maiden 
on Alabama Day last year then fin-
ished second in the Grade 1 Cham-
pagne. An illness the day before the 
race cost him a chance at the Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile.

“He’s just a very efficient horse, ef-
ficient mover, he doesn’t miss a beat,” 
McGaughey said. “Always been 

sound. He’s just had to overcome a 
few things, being sick. That took a lit-
tle more out of them than I thought it 
would. They have him to beat if he’s 
good enough.”

The Travers anchors the usual 
stakes-laden card that includes five 
other Grade 1 stakes and a Grade 2. 
Post time for the Travers Day card is 
11:35 a.m. EDT and the feature will 
be broadcast on Fox from 5-6 p.m. 
with coverage of the undercard from 
11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on FS2.

The Grade 1s start in the fifth race 
at 1:48 p.m. with the Forego, featur-
ing the matchup of two-time Grade 1 
winner Mitole and last year’s Grade 
1 H. Allen Jerkens winner Promises 
Fulfilled. The Grade 1s continue with 
the Ballerina at 2:23, H. Allen Jerkens 
at 2:59, Personal Ensign at 4:12 and 
Sword Dancer Invitational at 4:49. 
The Grade 2 Ballston Spa goes as the 
eighth race at 3:35. 

Travers –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Tax tries to duplicate his Jim Dandy win in the Grade 1 Travers.

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special 

and a lot more.



15Saturday, August 24, 2019 The Saratoga Special

•  Horse must have been purchased for 45k or less in most recent sale

•  RNAs are eligible as long as the final bid was 45k or less in most recent sale

•  The horse must have been sold  or RNA not met through a Society of International Thoroughbred Auctions (SITA) 
recognized sale. (Example: Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS etc.)

• All prices will be verified through the Bloodhorse or sales company records

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: Racing Office (718) 659-XXXX

The New York Racing Association, Inc. 
Saratoga Race Course - Saratoga Springs, NY •  Belmont Park - Elmont, NY 

David O’Rourke, CEO and President • Martin Panza, SVP of Racing Operations 
 

7 Nomination Blank For
The 35th Running of

THE NEW YORK STALLION
SERIES

THE FIFTH AVENUE DIVISION
$500,000

7

TO BE RUN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
FOR FILLIES TWO YEARS OLD ELIGIBLE FOR THE NEW YORK
STALLION STAKES.
Only foals by Nominated Stallions will be automatically eligible for all of the
New York Stallion Stakes Series races. By subscription of $500 each which
should accompany the nomination; $1,500 to pass the entry box and an
additional $1,500 to start. For horses not originally nominated, a supplemental
payment of $5,000 along with the entry and starting fees may be made at any
time prior to the closing of entries. The purse to be divided accordingly
$250,000 to the owner of the winner, $90,000 to the second place finisher,
$60,000 to the third place finisher, $30,000 to the fourth place finisher, $22,000
to the fifth place finisher, $18,000 to the sixth place finisher, $12,000 to the
seventh place finisher, $8,000 to the eighth place finisher, $6,000 to the ninth
place finisher and $4,000 to the tenth place finisher. 5% of purses won to be
awarded to the stallion nominator. 123 lbs. Non-winners of a race other than
maiden or claiming allowed 3 lbs.; maidens, 5 lbs. Preference to start will be
determined by condition eligibility beginning with Stake winners. Ties broken by
gross lifetime earnings. Starters to be named through the entry box at the
closing time of entries. A trophy will be presented to the winning owner.

SEVEN FURLONGS
Nominations Close Saturday, November 30, 2019

NAME OF HORSE (Sire-Dam) Color Sex Age

Signed

Trainer

Owner Phone

Permanent Address

City State Zip

FORWARD ALL NOMINATIONS TO:

The New York Racing Assoc., Inc.
C/O Racing Secretary Office
P.O. Box 90
Jamaica, NY 11417

6 Nomination Blank For
The 35th Running of

THE NEW YORK STALLION
SERIES

GREAT WHITE WAY DIVISION
$500,000

6

TO BE RUN: SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2019
FOR TWO YEARS OLD ELIGIBLE FOR THE NEW YORK STALLION
STAKES.
Only foals by Nominated Stallions will be automatically eligible for all of the
New York Stallion Stakes Series races. By subscription of $500 each which
should accompany the nomination; $1,500 to pass the entry box and an
additional $1,500 to start. For horses not originally nominated, a supplemental
payment of $5,000 along with the entry and starting fees may be made at any
time prior to the closing of entries. The purse to be divided accordingly
$250,000 to the owner of the winner, $90,000 to the second place finisher,
$60,000 to the third place finisher, $30,000 to the fourth place finisher, $22,000
to the fifth place finisher, $18,000 to the sixth place finisher, $12,000 to the
seventh place finisher, $8,000 to the eighth place finisher, $6,000 to the ninth
place finisher and $4,000 to the tenth place finisher. 5% of purses won to be
awarded to the stallion nominator. 123 lbs. Non-winners of a race other than
maiden or claiming allowed 3 lbs.; maidens, 5 lbs. Preference to start will be
determined by condition eligibility beginning with Stake winners. Ties broken by
gross lifetime earnings. Starters to be named through the entry box at the
closing time of entries. A trophy will be presented to the winning owner.

SEVEN FURLONGS
Nominations Close Saturday, November 30, 2019

NAME OF HORSE (Sire-Dam) Color Sex Age

Signed

Trainer

Owner Phone

Permanent Address

City State Zip

FORWARD ALL NOMINATIONS TO:

The New York Racing Assoc., Inc.
C/O Racing Secretary Office
P.O. Box 90
Jamaica, NY 11417

It pays to buy New York Sired New York Breds
TWO NEW STAKES OPPORTUNITIES IN 2019

NEW IN 2019 NYRA’S MAIDEN AUCTION RACES FOR TWO-YEAR-OLDS

https://www.nyra.com/saratoga/
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BY TOM LAW
Fans of Hog Creek Hustle from 

Eastern Kentucky – and word from 
the hollows say there are more than a 
few – unable to make the trip to Sara-
toga today for the biggest party of the 
season might still be in luck.

“At the little country club in Mt. 
Sterling – Indian Creek Golf Course 
– they had a party last time and some-
body posted on Facebook that ‘ev-
erybody at Indian Creek is going to 
be cheering for you Saturday,’ ” said 
Patty Tipton, a partner in Something 
Special Racing that campaigns Hog 
Creek Hustle. “They’re hosting a par-
ty. There are parties going on all over 
the place for this horse.”

Last time was the Grade 1 Woody 
Stephens on the Belmont Stakes un-

dercard, which Hog Creek Hustle 
won by a neck with a powerful clos-
ing kick. Today he tries to add a sec-
ond Grade 1 in the H. Allen Jerkens 
on the Travers Day undercard. 

The seven partners in Something 
Special made the trip to Saratoga, 
along with trainer Vickie Foley and 
members of her team, for the 7-fur-
long Jerkens and were already mak-
ing the most of the experience. 

Several partners – Tipton, Mickey 
and Beth Martin and their son Mick-
ey Tyler and Stewart Smith – bounced 
back from a festive night in Saratoga 
and were out to see the 3-year-old son Tod Marks

A winner at Belmont in June, Hog Creek Hustle returns in today’s Allen Jerkens.

ALLEN JERKENS STAKES PREVIEW

Get A Move On
Kentucky’s Hog Creek Hustle 

runs for fun-loving owners

Continued On Page 16 

http://www.brisnet.com/saratoga
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Read about Louis Armstrong, Amelia Earhart 
and the year Saudi Arabia was founded at

thesaudicup.com

Come with us on a journey

https://www.thesaudicup.com/?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=saudi-cup-launch-aug&utm_content=race-anncmnt1-fp
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Savour our spirit responsibly. © Sagamore Whiskey, 
LLC, Baltimore, MD 21230. Sagamore Spirit® Straight 
Rye Whiskey, bottled at 41.5% ABV (83 Proof).

S A G A M O R E  S P I R I T 
S A G A M O R E S P I R I T . C O M

Rye Whiskey was distilled by America’s original 

risk-takers and history-makers. Our freedom-

fighting forefathers crafted America’s first barrels 

of whiskey——bold, flavorful, and full of passion.  

At Sagamore Spirit, we’ve picked up the torch.  

Our spring-fed Maryland-Style Rye Whiskey 

celebrates the grit and glory of our patriotic 

ancestors who sipped their way into history.

Savour our bold spirit and join  

the spirited conversation  

at whiskey.wiki

of Overanalyze train Thursday 
morning. They gathered around the 
wash pad in front of trainer Danny 
Gargan’s barn on the backstretch of 
the main track, where Hog Creek 
Hustle is bedded down, while Foley 
held the colt for his bath. 

The group chatted about every-
thing from Hog Creek Hustle’s win 
in the Woody Stephens and Woody 
Stephens the Hall of Fame trainer and 
native of Stanton, Ky., to a prior trip 
to Saratoga in 1993 for the Grade 3 
A Phenomenon Stakes and another 
to Ak-Sar-Ben for the Grade 3 Corn-
husker Handicap to how the colt got 
his name. 

“He’s a tribute for everybody back 
home,” Mickey Martin said. “You 
wouldn’t believe it. It’s a small com-
munity and everybody is just rooting 
for him.

“Hog Creek is where Patty grew 
up. It’s a little creek in Eastern Ken-
tucky. We’re from there and Stewart 
is from West Virginia. Everything east 
of I-75, that’s Eastern Kentucky. So 
the horse has an Eastern Kentucky 
tie. Needless to say, we’ve got a lot of 
people back home rooting for him.”

Mickey Martin made his first trip 
to Saratoga in 1993, coming along 
with Ross Harris and trainer Jesse 
“Sonny” Wiggington when they ran 
former South American champion 
Gold Spring in the 6-furlong A Phe-
nomenon. That trip came on the heels 
of another for Martin to the defunct 
Ak-Sar-Ben in Nebraska for Flying 
Continental’s run in the Cornhusker. 
Gold Spring won the A Phenomenon, 
helping take the sting from Flying 
Continental’s third in the Cornhusk-
er three weeks before. The trips also 
whetted Martin’s appetite for racing.

“When I was here in ’93 we were 
chasing the same dream, chasing the 
Breeders’ Cup Sprint,” Martin said. 
“It’s been how many years? That year 
the Breeders’ Cup was at Santa Ani-
ta and this year it’s the same thing. 
Hopefully we can get there.”

Hog Creek Hustle stamped his 
credentials as a possible contender 
for the Sprint with his 18-1 upset of 
the 7-furlong Woody Stephens, a win 
that came at the immediate expense 
of fellow Jerkens contenders Nitrous 
and Borracho. He also faces unbeaten 

Grade 2 Amsterdam winner Shance-
lot, along with graded winners Call 
Paul and Mind Control and others. 

Hog Creek Hustle toppled a solid 
field in the Woody Stephens, setting 
off a celebration that continued on af-
ter most of the members of Something 
Special returned to Kentucky. 

“After we won the Woody Ste-
phens, and we didn’t know it until 
we saw a reporter put it in an article, 
he said Woody Stephens grew up 13 
miles from Hog Creek,” said Tipton, 
referring to the trainer’s hometown. 
“Later we went back to Hog Creek, 
took some pictures in the creek with 
my granddaughter, she waded in the 
water. Then we went over the hill, 13 
miles to Stanton, and saw Woody’s 
bust in the courtyard of the court-
house and took some more pictures.”

Hog Creek Hustle won the Woody 
Stephens after a second behind even-
tual West Virginia Derby winner Mr. 
Money in the Grade 3 Pat Day Mile. 
He spent some time on the Triple 
Crown trail, finishing second to even-
tual Preakness winner War Of Will in 
the Grade 3 LeComte, fourth in the 
Grade 2 Risen Star and eighth in the 
Grade 2 Louisiana Derby. 

Foley cut him back to one-turn 
races, where he’s never been off the 
board in five outs. 

“This is all pretty unbelievable,” 
Martin said. “The prospects of what 
this horse could do for all of us – and 
already has done for us – is just a 
dream. If he continues on and has the 
success we hope for Saturday, the fu-
ture for him looks very, very bright.”

Martin conceded that the task 
won’t be easy. He hopes for a little 
early pressure for Shancelot, who 
drew raves and top speed figures for 
his win in the Amsterdam. 

Win, lose or draw – and especially 
considering much of the fun was had 
pre-race – the group isn’t about to let 
it slow down the fun.

“We started at Sperry’s (Wednes-
day night), then went to the bar next 
door,” Tipton said. “We had a great 
time. I said, ‘wow, it’s raining men 
here, they’re just everywhere,’ and 
kept buying us drinks. My friend 
Robin had a big hat on and I said, 
‘she’s like a syrup tree, they just keep 
running up to her.’ She’s not here now 
though, she’s in bed. But she’ll be out 
later and we’ll have some more fun.”

And if Hog Creek Hustle wins 
again, plenty more fun will be had in 
town and back home in Kentucky.

Hog Creek Hustle –
 Continued from page 18

https://sagamorespirit.com/
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http://www.laurelpark.com/
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5.The Forego
Grade 1. $600,000. 3-year-olds and up. 7 furlongs. 1:48 p.m.

5

Tod Marks
Promises Fulfilled looks for his third win at Saratoga in as many tries.

Tod Marks
Corinne and Bill Heligbrodt hope to lead Mitole into the winner’s circle again.

1. PROMISES FULFILLED
The 2018 Allen Jerkens winner. Son of Shackleford trained by Dale Romans 

won Belmont Park’s Grade 2 John A. Nerud by 4 1/2 lengths in last start July 
6 after showing his typical early speed. He was fourth in the Dubai Golden 
Shaheen to start his 2019 campaign. The 4-year-old is owned by Robert Baron 
and WinStar Farm, who recently bought the colt’s breeding rights. Regular 
partner Luis Saez rides.
Trainer Dale Romans’ partner and exercise rider Tammy Fox: “He didn’t break well (in the 
Dubai Golden Shaheen). He’s a speed horse, but he ran a pretty good race and he didn’t get beat 
that bad against the best horses in the world. He’s doing very well. He’s professional, goes out 
there on the racetrack and does what he needs to do. The owner is from Albany, Bob Baron, 
he’ll be here.”

2. AIR STRIKE
The California shipper. Winner of Santa Anita Park’s Grade 2 Triple Bend 

in May. Phil D’Amato sends the 4-year-old in search of his first Grade 1 win 
for owners Madaket Stables, Slam Dunk Racing and Michael Nentwig. Joel 
Rosario picks up the mount on the Street Sense colt who bucked being led to 
the wash pad Friday morning.
Assistant and exercise rider Kenny Black: “We’re going to put a lip chain on you big guy. He 
did that with me yesterday at the exact same spot. He’s consistent. That’s the only two times he’s 
shown life like that off the racetrack He’s very quiet, all business. He’s cool to ride. The last two 
days, boy, he’s been on it. He’s gotten mad when I wouldn’t let him take off and then he bucks, 
trying to go and get rid of me. He never turned a hair on the plane. It’s only the second time I 
have flown with a horse. Seventeen years ago I went to Dubai with Echo Eddie. I was galloping 
him. I’m at San Luis Rey for Phil. He’s got a string there. This horse has been at Del Mar. He’s 
just really classy to be around. He didn’t drink much yesterday after he got back and the same 
thing again (Friday).”

3. MITOLE
The speedster. Corinne and William Heiligbrodt’s 4-year-old disappointed 

at 1-2 in the Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt four weeks ago after running his win 
streak to seven between March 2018 and June of this year. Son of Eskendereya 
won his first Grade 1 on Kentucky Derby Day in the Churchill Downs Stakes 
and stretched out to win the Grade 1 Met Mile June 8. Ricardo Santana Jr. is 
aboard again.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “Didn’t expect him to lose. Credit to the winner, move on, get back on 
a streak this week. He came out of the race in good shape. His training has been very consistent 
and any time we get to run Mitole is a great time. I’m happy to run him one jump to two rounds. 
All of Mitole’s success is just letting him be him. Ricardo knows him really well. I expect and 
hope for more of the same.”

The Special’s Travers Day stakes preview interviews by Catherine Galbraith,  
Ben Gowans, Paul Halloran, Brandon Valvo, Tom Law, Sean Clancy and Joe Clancy.
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For more information about becoming an owner or breeder, visit our website or call 518.388.0174.

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777
Home to the oldest organized sporting venue of any kind in the

USA. Now with the richest and fastest-growing awards program

in North America for Thoroughbred owners & breeders.

u The world record for the fastest 6 furlongs on any surface is held by NY-SIRED NY-BRED 
    DISCO PARTNER (1:05.67, winning the Grade II Jaipur Invitational Stakes).

u The highest-priced 2-year-old to ever sell at a March OBS sale is a NY-BRED
    (2019, Hip 33, $2 million).

u The richest stallion stakes races in the nation featuring a pair of $500,000 races 
    for juvenile colts and fillies.

http://www.nybreds.com/
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5.The Forego
Grade 1. $600,000. 3-year-olds and up. 7 furlongs. 1:48 p.m.

5
4. KILLYBEGS CAPTAIN

The consistent roan. Curragh Stables’ 5-year-old has steadily improved for 
trainer John Terranova. He won Tampa Bay Downs’ Pelican Stakes in Feb-
ruary and has been competitive in stakes since shipping back to New York, 
most recently finishing fourth in the Tale Of The Cat behind Bon Raison. Eric 
Cancel takes the call.
Trainer John Terranova: “He’s a big beautiful roan. Everyone in the barn likes his color. He took 
a little while to come around. He’s just matured into himself this year. Over the winter he really 
enjoyed training down at Tampa and really took to that track. He got his confidence and put it all 
together physically and mentally. He’s been on a good run ever since. We went in here last min-
ute, given the size of the field and he’s feeling really good coming out of his last. We figured we’d 
take a shot given that this was going to come up a small field, so why not? He drew a better post 
this time, we were down on the rail last time and the rail hasn’t been playing very well all meet. 
He was stuck down in a spot he didn’t want to be in during the last race. We were hoping for a 
better outcome but it just didn’t come together with the way the race unfolded. He’s got speed 
but I like that we’re drawn outside the other potential speed, Mitole and Promises Fulfilled.”

5. BON RAISON
The Tale Of The Cat winner. Claimed for $16,000 last August by Empire 

State Thoroughbreds, 4-year-old has run 18 times since and is in top form. Son 
of Raison d’Etat tends to make a run from off the pace and is 5-for-13 this year. 
Jose Ortiz takes over with his brother opting for Firenze Fire.
Trainer Carlos Martin: “It would be nice to win a Grade 1 at Saratoga. It’s another step up but 
we’ll see. Mitole and Promises Fulfilled are two of the best horses in the country, but it’s a six- 
horse field for $600,000. You’re here and the horse is doing well, he loves the track, you have 
to run. He’s been a warrior all year. The horse is thriving, thriving. Every time I say give him a 
break, he runs better and better. I’m just going to let it go.”

6. FIRENZE FIRE
The 2017 Champagne winner. Mr. Amore Stable’s homebred has shown 

flashes of brilliance at points in his career but really excels at Belmont Park. He 
was beaten by 10 when fourth in the  Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt but was 
only 4 3/4 lengths behind Mitole when fifth in the Met Mile. Irad Ortiz will get 
a leg up from Jason Servis.
Jockey Irad Ortiz: “He’s doing good. He ran a hard race last time. (Imperial Hint) broke the track 
record. He’s an honest horse. He always shows up and he always tries hard. We’ll see what 
happens. He breezed really good this week. He’s everything I want. He’s a fighter and he leaves 
his heart on the track. I love him.”

Tod Marks
Bon Raison seeks to add a Grade 1 win to his Tale of the Cat triumph Aug. 9.

Tod Marks
Firenze Fire is one of three millionaires in the field.
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https://www.presqueisledowns.com/
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6.The Ballerina
Grade 1. $500,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 7 furlongs. 2:23 p.m.

6
1. SPECIAL RELATIVITY

The Saratoga specialist. M and M Racing claimed the 4-year-old in May 
of 2018. The filly trained by Robertino Diodoro has won five races since and 
is 4-for-4 at Saratoga. She earned the fourth win in the July 31 Shine Again. 
David Cohen, aboard for the Saratoga victories, is back aboard.
Assistant Ike Green: “She has her work cut out for her. I don’t like the 1 post, but she does. 
She’s up on the track now (Thursday morning), she’s making her third start here, I’ve worked 
her three times and we haven’t been here a long time and she keeps gaining weight. She just 
likes it here, I guess. I wanted to go to the Ballerina right after she won the other race but I didn’t 
think my boss would go for it. I didn’t ask until nomination day and he said, ‘yeah, might as 
well.’ There aren’t any other races to run her in here. She’s doing really good, I’m excited to run 
her, but I know it’s tough.” 

2. COME DANCING
The fast multiple graded-stakes winning mare. Blue Devil Racing Stable’s 

homebred 5-year-old daughter of Malibu Moon returns from freshening after 
second in Grade 1 Ogden Phipps June 8 at Belmont. Trained by Carlos Martin, 
she won the Grade 3 Distaff at 7 furlongs and Grade 2 Ruffian at 1 mile prior 
to the Phipps. 
Trainer Carlos Martin: “She won seven-eighths off the layoff and ran the biggest Beyer at that 
time in North American for fillies. Then the two races were a little further, now coming back to 
seven-eighths is perfect. Between seven-eighths and a mile is ideal. After she got beat by Mid-
night Bisou, she got a little light so I figured let’s just give her a couple months, regroup and try 
to win a Grade 1, this is the best chance for us to do that. I wasn’t anxious to tackle them again 
at a mile-and-an-eighth (in the Personal Ensign).”

3. PACIFIC GALE
Trainer John Kimmel’s 4-year-old filly, second in three graded stakes this 

year, will scratch.

4. SEPARATIONOFPOWERS
The 2018 Test winner. Klaravich Stable’s 4-year-old Candy Ride filly won 

the Grade 3 Bed o’ Roses at today’s 7-furlong trip last time out at Belmont June 
7. Trained by Chad Brown, she broke her maiden here in 2017 and won the 
Test by a neck last year over familiar foe Mia Mischief. Jose Ortiz, aboard for 
all nine starts, makes it 10 today.
Jockey Jose Ortiz: “It’s a tough race. She’s been down at Belmont working and running good. 
She ran good last time so let’s hope she brings her ‘A’ game in such a salty race. She ran so 
good here last year in the Test.”

Tod Marks
Separationofpowers tries to win her third Saratoga race.

Tod Marks
Special Relativity is 2-for-2 at the meet including a win in the Shine Again Stakes.
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The Facts About the
Horseracing Integrity Act (HIA)

HIA, a bill in the U.S. House and Senate, 
does not create a federal “Department of 
Horse Racing”

HIA does create a private, independent, 
conflict-of-interest free horse racing anti-
doping authority (HADA)

HADA will establish permitted & 
prohibited lists of medications & 
treatments

HADA will operate under the aegis of 
the United States Anti-Doping Agency 
(USADA)

HADA’s board will have six horse racing 
experts and seven anti-doping experts 
from USADA 

HIA will be funded by the horse racing 
industry – not by taxpayers or racing fans

HADA will develop a nationwide anti-
doping and medication control 
program for horse racing

www.horseracingintegrity.com@ HorseIntegrity

http://horseracingintegrity.com/
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6.The Ballerina
Grade 1. $500,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 7 furlongs. 2:23 p.m.

6
5. MIA MISCHIEF

The Humana Distaff winner. The 4-year-old filly owned by Bill and Corinne 
Heiligbrodt, Heider Family Stables and Madaket Stables exits a fourth as the 
beaten favorite in the Grade 2 Honorable Miss here July 24. Despite her 7-for-
17 record with six seconds and earnings of $969,540, Into Mischief filly is 
0-for-3 at Saratoga after finishing second in the Grade 1 Test and Grade 2 
Prioress here last summer.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “It’s the same thing as Midnight Bisou and Mitole. It may not be their 
place. Saratoga has the reputation for that. From a handicapping angle, it’s quite obvious that 
some horses excel here and some don’t. She came out of (the Honorable Miss) in good shape. 
It was not her best race. We have another opportunity in the Ballerina. I have nothing but respect 
for the field assembled, but she is doing really well.”

6. MINIT TO STARDOM
Brittlyn Stable’s filly, winner of Grade 2 Honorable Miss July 24, did not 

ship from Delaware Park and is expected to scratch.

7. DAWN THE DESTROYER
The Stonestreet Stables homebred. Five-year-old Speightstown mare seeks 

first graded stakes victory off string of four defeats in Grade 3 company. She 
won the 7-furlong Interborough in late January for Kiaran McLaughlin and 
reunites with Hall of Famer John Velazquez today.
Jockey John Velazquez: “She’s one of those horses that doesn’t give you anything until the last 
part of the race. I’ve only ridden her once, but you have to wait for her until she’s ready. If Come 
Dancing runs her race, we’re all running for second. There’s nothing I can do with her, I turned 
her loose, but she just doesn’t have any speed. If you ride her, she gets off balanced. Wait, wait, 
wait for her and then try to go. She’s a one-style horse. That’s it.” 

Tod Marks
Dawn The Destroyer seeks her fifth lifetime win.

Tod Marks
Mia Mischief looks to become a millionaire today.

http://www.therealridercup.com/
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Contact Doug Arnold (859) 873-4081 to schedule your inspection today!
1055 Paynes Mill Road, Versailles, KY 40383

              

The first G1 stakes winner by ENGLISH CHANNEL, 
Leading Active Turf Sire in 2019.

“It is rare for a stallion to consistently throw such correct, 
well-conformed foals, the way V. E. Day does. To duplicate 
the looks of the sire is an early indication of becoming a 
successful sire.” -Doug Arnold

Purchase a yearling or weanling in 2019 
and earn a free season for 2020!

TRAVERS STAKES-G1
Millionaire Winner  

Property of Magalen Ohrstrom Bryant

https://www.buckpond.com/
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7.The H. Allen Jerkens
Grade 1. $500,000. 3-year-olds. 7 furlongs. 2:59 p.m.

7
1. SHANCELOT

The rocketship. Son of Shanghai Bobby brings 3-for-3 record and combined 
19-length margin of victory, including 12 1/2-length score in the Grade 2 Am-
sterdam in 1:14.01 for the 6 1/2 furlongs. Trained at Monmouth Park by Jorge 
Navarro, he drew the rail in big field with speed to his immediate right in Call 
Paul.   
Trainer Jorge Navarro: “He looks great. I believe he’s put on some weight (since winning the 
Amsterdam). I know what he’s capable of. Everybody keeps asking me the same question: ‘Can 
he run back to that big performance?’ Did Secretariat run back to his (31-length win in the 1973 
Belmont)? If we’re here to satisfy the world, we’re not going to. If he does run back to it, I won’t 
be in the winner’s circle. I’ll be passed out in an ambulance. I’m not here to prove anything. I just 
want to make sure he’s ready. I love speed and the 1 hole is an advantage. The only thing with 
him is that once he gets behind the gate, he starts to get hot. He wants to get out there running. 
I know Saratoga has a great gate crew so let’s hope all the boys load well and we come out run-
ning. Is he as ready as he was last time: 150 percent. We’re adding a half-furlong and coming 
back in (27) days. There are a lot of questions. It’s up to him now. He’s ready.”

2. CALL PAUL
The 2018 Saratoga Special winner. Pennsylvania-bred colt has won five of 

10, including a win in Gulfstream Park’s Grade 3 Swale to start his 3-year-old 
year. Son of Friesan Fire was a $210,000 purchase for owners Mike Dubb, Da-
vid Simon, Bethlehem Stables and Bruce Irom. Dubb and trainer Jason Servis 
tried him on turf last time but he didn’t handle the going and finished seventh.
Owner Mike Dubb: “I had a 3-year-old last year named World Of Trouble who we thought was 
a dirt horse. He got a little fever and missed a dirt race so I suggested to Jason that there was a 
turf race, let’s give it a shot and as you know the rest is history with World Of Trouble and turf. 
So, it was kind of the same thing. (Call Paul) looked like he had a turf foot but hated it. It was 
wet that day so we don’t really know but we know he runs so well on dirt. If he had been by a 
stylish stallion, he would have been $600,000 based on his physical. I can’t shop at that level so 
sometimes I have to sacrifice and that was the decision we made.”

3. TWELFTH LABOUR
The Kentucky shipper. Quality Road colt exits 2-length victory in 1-mile 

optional at Churchill Downs June 28 for Dallas Stewart. He’s won two of his 
last three and makes Saratoga debut for owners G M B Racing, West Point 
Thoroughbreds and Stone Farm. 
Trainer Dallas Stewart: “He worked really good Monday (Churchill Downs, half-mile in a bullet 
:48), so we figured we’d take a shot. I don’t know how good he is, but we’re going to find out. 
I was running him too long. He doesn’t like two turns. His last race was a one-turn mile and he 
ran great. Saratoga’s the graveyard of favorites so we’ll go with that.

Tod Marks
Shancelot, here as a Saratoga yearling, aims for his fourth consecutive win.

Tod Marks
Borracho exits a big allowance win here July 21.
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Maryland-breds run with the best.
Look for them in the winner’s circle at race tracks 

all over the world. Watch for them at the sales.

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
MarylandThoroughbred.com
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Four of  Saratoga’s Grade 1 stakes running 
today have been won by Maryland-breds.

Millionaire URBANE won the G1 
Personal Ensign in 1996.

Millionaire SHINE AGAIN won 
back-to-back runnings of the G1 

Ballerina in 2001 and ‘02.

Over the 30-year history of the G1 King’s Bishop, just renamed the H. Allen Jerkens 
Memorial, KING’S NEST set a stakes record  winning it in 1988, HOUSTON came 

back in 1989 and won it, and THE BIG BEAST captured the 2014 running. 

Multi-millionaire AWAD won the 
G1 Sword Dancer in 1997.

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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7.The H. Allen Jerkens
Grade 1. $500,000. 3-year-olds. 7 furlongs. 2:59 p.m.

7
4. BORRACHO

The 7-furlong specialist. Preston Madden’s Uncle Mo colt prepped for Grade 
1 return with win going today’s trip in an optional claimer July 21. Trained by 
Rusty Arnold, Borracho finished third behind Hog Creek Hustle and Nitrous 
in Grade 1 Woody Stephens two starts back.  
Trainer Rusty Arnold: “At least Borracho will see Shancelot the whole way, he drew the 1 hole 
and he’ll be gone. He’s good, it’s just going to be if he’s good enough. If Shancelot repeats it, 
you know the answer. It looks like all the rest of them are fairly equally grouped. He’s had a good 
month, he’s had a good month. I wanted him to have a race early, five weeks, and everything has 
been good for him. I liked his race, beat older horses which is hard to do, acted good, ran good, 
he’s been schooled in the paddock, the gate, again, it’s just going to be how good he is now.”

5. NITROUS
The closer. Winchell Thoroughbreds’ and Stonestreet Stables’ son of Tapit 

broke his maiden here and was third in the Grade 1 Hopeful last summer. He 
came from 10 lengths behind to win the Riley Allison Derby at Sunland Park in 
January and won Oaklawn Park’s Bachelor from off the pace in April. Closed 
from 9 3/4 and 11 lengths back to finish second in his last two starts in the 
Grade 1 Woody Stephens and Grade 2 Amsterdam, respectively. Finished 12 
1/2 lengths behind Shancelot last time.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “His style that he’s adapted over his last three races suits him. He is a 
horse that I feel has run extremely well at Saratoga, breaking his maiden here as well as running 
third in the Hopeful and second in the Amsterdam. Being able to run him back here in a race of 
the caliber of the Allen Jerkens is a very good opportunity. It’s the most effective style for who 
he is, mentally, physically. He’s got great acceleration. It’s most effective when it’s used like that. 
He’s quick, very reactive. He doesn’t let out his speed intermittently, he does it all at once. With 
that, it has to be timed to be effective. (Shancelot’s Amsterdam win) was so incredible, it seems 
impossible to duplicate. So here we are.”

6. MIND CONTROL
The 2018 Hopeful winner. He was kept sprinting and won the Grade 3 Bay 

Shore at 7 furlongs in April  and comes off an eighth in the Grade 1 Woody 
Stephens and third in the Concern at Laurel. Trained at Monmouth by Greg 
Sacco, son of 2011 Travers winner Stay Thirsty is 4-for-9 with $530,000 in 
earnings.  
Trainer Greg Sacco: “He can’t be doing any better. We’re excited to get back to Saratoga. It’s a 
big advantage running here last year and having great success. He was in good form going into 
the Woody Stephens and he had a disastrous trip. Then he had a worse trip in the Concern. He 
was blocked the entire stretch; it was painful to watch. Hopefully we get a good clean trip in the 
Jerkens. Physically, he looks tremendous and is ready to fire a big race. I don’t know if it will be 
good enough to beat Shancelot, but we’ll see. This is a competitive field, an elite group. Nitrous 
is a model of consistency, we’re a model of consistency. Hog Creek Hustle popped a big race in 
the Woody Stephens and Shancelot ran an eye-popping race in the Amsterdam. It’s not an easy 
thing to duplicate that. The pace should be hot and we should be in a great position, ahead of 
the deep closers. Then we’ll see what happens when the running starts.”

Tod Marks
Nitrous wins the side-eye competition in a romp.

Tod Marks
Mind Control won the Hopeful here last year.
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7.The H. Allen Jerkens
Grade 1. $500,000. 3-year-olds. 7 furlongs. 2:59 p.m.

7
7. THE BIG S

The longshot. A $225,000 buy at the 2018 OBS March sale, son of Jimmy 
Creed runs for Cutair Racing, Madaket Stable, Dark Horse Racing Stable and 
Randall Manor Racing. Sixth in his debut here last summer, he went to the 
sidelines with an injury and returned in March. Broke  his maiden at Tampa 
Bay Downs in March and finished fifth, beaten 17 3/4 lengths, in the Amster-
dam.
Trainer Ray Handal: “I purchased him at the same sale that Shancelot was bought out of. I 
remember it like it was yesterday, with Conor Foley and Jim Hatchett. They called me to the back 
and were like, ‘we have your horse of the sale.’ I had money to buy one big horse for the sale 
and one cheaper horse. They were like, ‘we found your big horse.’ He looked like a 3-year-old 
at 2. He was just a big, sexy, good-looking thing. He looked like a man amongst boys back then 
and I knew I had to have him. He ran here as a 2-year-old and we had really high hopes for him. 
He came out of the race with a little stress fracture in his shin. … He’s such a tough, strong, 
all racehorse. Nothing phases him. He’s an improving 3-year-old colt. I know he’s going to be a 
true middle-distance horse. Might as well take a shot and roll the dice and you can come back 
to allowance races after this.”

8. ROWAYTON
The turn-back. OXO Equine’s Into Mischief colt finished third going 9 fur-

longs last time in the restricted Curlin Stakes for trainer Don Chatlos. Second 
and third to Game Winner in back-to-back Grade 1 stakes last summer at Del 
Mar, he won a 6 1/2-furlong allowance at Belmont June 6 and finished third in 
Grade 3 Dwyer. Joel Rosario takes the return call. 
Trainer Don Chatlos: “It was a respectable race but to take another step forward to a mile-and-
a-quarter in the Travers, we decided that the seven-eighths would be a better fit. He had a good 
work with Joel Rosario on the main track and it was by design to have those two other works 
go slower, maybe a little slower than I wanted but he pulls so hard that the rider was scared if 
he let him go it was going to turn into :49. He did it well and galloped out nice. He drew outside 
and all the speed is inside of him so Rosario will be able to do whatever the race dictates. There 
are some nice horses in this race, it should be a good race. The horse from the rail, you have 
two Grade 1 winners in Mind Control and Hog Creek Hustle. You’ve got Asmussen with Nitrous. 
Rusty Arnold’s horse looks like he’s coming into form. They should put on a show.”

9. HOG CREEK HUSTLE
The upsetter. Something Special Racing’s Overanalyze colt won the Grade 

1 Woody Stephens from way off the pace under Corey Lanerie at 18-1. He’s 
never been favored in nine starts but owns three wins. Trainer Vickie Foley 
freshened him after the Woody Stephens June 8 and expects him to come from 
out of it again. 
Trainer Vickie Foley: “I like the cards I’m holding. I like the post for him. He comes from off 
of it, we don’t have to get in any traffic, Lanerie ought to be able to position him right where 
he wants and come running when it counts. He was outside in the Belmont race, too. The fast 
horse (Shancelot), inside, 1-hole, you really have only one way to go there and hope nobody 
comes over on you. I hope there’s something to hook up with him. I was hoping that horse Jerry 
Hollendorfer (King Jack) trains would come to go with him but he didn’t come. I freshened him 
up a little (after the Belmont race). He had ran pretty consistently at the Fair Grounds. After that 
race we were nominated for the Amsterdam but we chose to take a few weeks. It was going to 
be 30 days later, ship back, which isn’t bad if you fly. I’d rather have a fresh horse, do what we’re 
doing. He’s had some nice works. He worked dynamite last Saturday and he’s fit. I was surprised 
when I saw that Shancelot just worked three-quarters.”

Tod Marks
Rowayton shorts up from a fourth in the Curlin.

Tod Marks
Hog Creek Hustle ships in from Kentucky.
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1. HOGANS HOLIDAY
The successful claim. John Grossis Racing claimed the gray filly for $40,000 

at last year’s meet and she’s won two stakes since. She won Monmouth Park’s 
Miss Liberty Stakes May 26 with her customary big move from off the pace. 
Previously trained by Marcus Vitali, 4-year-old daughter of The Factor runs 
for Robert Falcone Jr. today while Ricardo Santana Jr. takes the call.
Trainer Robert Falcone Jr.: “She’s training good, always been pretty straightforward. I’ve had 
her a couple months now, nice horse to be around. She’s all about her business. When you turn 
around to gallop her she’s pulling on the bridle. She’s really happy now, too. She was walking 
around the last few days, jumping and bucking, rearing up. We’ll see. It’s obviously the toughest 
race of her life. There were a few races that didn’t go so we figured we’d take a shot in this one.”

2. FIFTY FIVE
The admirable New York-bred. Trainer Chad Brown scratched 5-year-old 

Get Stormy mare from Friday’s Yaddo in favor of today’s seemingly tougher 
spot. She’s taken on graded company before, and won the Grade 3 Florida 
Oaks in 2017. The winner of nine of 19, Fifty Five won four in a row before a 
close loss last time in the Grade 3 Dr. James Penny Memorial at Parx.
Trainer Chad Brown: “She’s training really well and she seems to run well fresh. I like the way 
she’s training coming into this race. We’re going to take a shot in the Ballston Spa for more 
money. She’s training very well and she had some nice races last year and this year so far. Based 
on the way she’s training, I expect her to run well.” 

3. SECRET MESSAGE
The multiple graded stakes winner. Fourth last time in the Grade 1 Diana 

behind Sistercharlie, Rushing Fall and Homerique. She won the Grade 2 Nas-
sau two starts back at a mile for trainer Graham Motion. She’s won five of 12, 
including the Grade 3 Pucker Up last year. 
Trainer Graham Motion: “Without a doubt, she’s improved significantly this year. She was use-
ful last year, but she’s better this year. She’s grown up into this big, attractive mare. Some horses 
from 3 to 4 don’t stack up where she has continued to stack up with her generation at the top 
level. She was a little unlucky (in the Diana), kind of got stopped on the turn a little bit. She could 
have been closer if that didn’t happen, but that’s the way these races go sometimes.”

4. SIGNIFICANT FORM
The stretch out. Winner of the Grade 3 Intercontinental two starts back 

during the Belmont Stakes Racing Festival, Stephanie Seymour Brant’s Creative 
Cause filly shortened up to 5 1/2 furlongs last time and finished fifth in the Ca-
ress Stakes July 21. Disqualified from first in her debut at the 2017 meet, she’s 
winless in three starts on the grass at Saratoga. 
Trainer Chad Brown: “I loved the seven-eighths race that she won this year. After that we didn’t 
have a good option for her for Saratoga so I made the mistake of cutting her all the way back to 
5 1/2. It was poor judgment on my part. Now we’re back going longer, a mile and a sixteenth, 
which should be about her limit going that far. With the defection of Rushing Fall I felt like the 
race is a bit wide open now, so why not take a shot with her.”

5. INDIAN BLESSING
The European returner. Trainer Ed Walker shipped English-bred daughter 

of Sepoy to the U.S. last year and she finished third in three straight graded 
stakes, including the Ballston Spa. She’s won one of five this season – a small 
stakes at Musselburgh – and exits a second in a Group 2 in Germany.  
Assistant Gary Plasted: “Good so far. She’s training well, straightforward, so far. She seems a 
lot more relaxed, more in her routine, she knows what’s to be expected, she’s been quite relaxed. 
Last year, her eyes were on stalks everywhere. This year, she’s been good. Hopefully that’s a 
good sign. We haven’t changed anything, it looks like a hotter race this year. They have to be 
good travelers, she does travel well, she quite likes traveling. Back home, she’ll run in Germany, 
Ireland, she doesn’t really stay in England too much. In England, she’s probably Group 3-ish, 
she’s nearly there, but not quite. She needs a bit of luck. The owners are great sports, they like 
having runners everywhere.”

6. CONQUEST HARDCANDY
The consistent New York-bred. Candy Ride mare makes 10th straight start 

against open company and fourth try in graded company. She’s 2-for-2 on the 
grass at Saratoga, including an optional claimer last time out for Jim Ryerson. 
Tyler Gaffalione rode that day on yielding ground and returns today.
Trainer Jim Ryerson: “She’s never been better, tough spot, doing great, we’ll see how it goes. I 
was thinking we were going to run in a New York-bred race but she’s going to the breeding shed 
so we’re trying to get some Grade 2 black type. She’s a nice filly, she’s been fun, we’ve enjoyed 
having her the last couple of summers. We’ll see what happens. She likes it here, she’s run well 
here, she has to run better of course against these, but she’s doing very well.”

Tod Marks
Significant Form stretches out after finishing fifth in the Caress July 21.

8.The Ballston Spa
Grade 2. $400,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 1 1/16 miles. Turf. 3:35 p.m.

8
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8.The Ballston Spa
Grade 2. $400,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 1 1/16 miles. Turf. 3:35 p.m.

8
7. SCOTTISH JIG

The homebred with a regal pedigree. Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott sends 
out 4-year-old Speightstown filly for Juddmonte Farm. She won her U.S. debut 
in mid-May then finished third in the $100,000 River Memories, both times at 
Belmont. Joel Rosario rides for the first time.  
Trainer Bill Mott: “She’s a full-sister to Seek Again. He won the Fourstardave, was a nice horse. 
They’re a little bit similar. We’ve tried her at a mile and a quarter, a mile and a half, that stretches 
her a little beyond what she wants to do. This is what she wants to do. This race with Rushing 
Fall not being in there, it’s really opened up. I’m not saying we have to win but it sure opened up 
the race. The ones who would have been taking a shot to be second are now taking a shot to win, 
I guess. If Rushing Fall was in here, at her best, the rest of us would be in trouble.”

8. STARSHIP JUBILEE
The Queen of Woodbine. Multiple graded stakes winner at her home track, 

she regularly competes in the U.S. during the winter in South Florida for trainer 
Kevin Attard. Second in back-to-back Grade 2 stakes in Toronto, Florida-bred 
Indy Wind mare won the Sunshine Millions Filly and Mare Turf in her 2019 
debut at Gulfstream. 
Trainer Kevin Attard: “We were supposed to run last weekend (at Woodbine) but the race got 
rained off. Mother Nature didn’t cooperate. This race wasn’t on our radar, but because of the 
change in plans, we took a look at it. When it was announced that Rushing Fall wasn’t going to 
run, that gave us even more reason to come. She’s training good, so we figured this is not a bad 
time to try a race like this. Saratoga is not a bad trip and it didn’t look like it was going to be too 
hot and humid. This is a pretty competitive field. Secret Message wore us down in the Nassau (at 
Woodbine May 26). Maybe the fact that the stretch is a little shorter at Saratoga will play more 
into our favor. Our filly is pretty tactical. She could be on the lead, but I’d prefer her to be off the 
pace. She runs better that way. We’ll let Jose (Lezcano) decide. He’s had success with her (three 
wins in five mounts). She’s going to have to have her running shoes on to win.”

9. MASCHA
The French import. Martin Schwartz’s 4-year-old French-bred filly won her 

U.S. debut here July 31 going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. Irad Ortiz Jr. rode 
daughter of Le Havre that day and returns today for leading trainer Chad 
Brown. 
Trainer Chad Brown: “When we put her in the allowance race we thought if she was successful 
this would be a good spot for her. It was always a part of our plan. It’s a difficult post, that’s her 
issue. She’ll have to work out a trip from there.”

Tod Marks
Twice a winner on Saratoga turf, Conquest Hardcandy comes off a win here July 12.

Tod Marks
Mascha made a big impression in her U.S. debut here July 31.
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Seek Greatness
th is  November

Arrogate ran the fastest mile and a quarter
in the 156 year history of the Saratoga Race Course

1864 
KENTUCKY

3:18.60

1867 

RUTHLESS 
3:18.20

1904 
BROOMSTICK 

2:06.80

1916 
SPUR 
2:05.00

1920 
MAN o’ WAR

2:01.80

1930 
JIM DANDY

2:08.00

1941 
WHIRLAWAY

2:05.80

1953 
NATIVE DANCER

2:05.60

1957 
GALLANT MAN

2:04.00

1959 
SWORD DANCER

2:04.00

1966
BUCKPASSER

2:01.60

1967
DAMASCUS

2:01.60

1978
ALYDAR 

2:02.00

1988
FORTY NINER

2:01.40

2006
BERNARDINI

2:01.60

2016
ARROGATE
1:59.36 (NTR)

2002
MEDAGLIA D’ORO

2:02.53

www.arrogate.com/2019-foals

https://www.arrogate.com/2019-foals
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9.The Personal Ensign
Grade 1. $700,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 1 1/8 miles. 4:12 p.m.

9
1. MIDNIGHT BISOU

The filly who just wins. Four-time Grade 1 winner brings 5-for-5 record this 
year and 10-for-16 mark overall with $2,870,000 earned for owners Bloom 
Racing Stable, Madaket Stable and Allen Racing. Despite her impressive re-
cord, is 0-for-2 at Saratoga and 0-for-3 at 9 furlongs. Exits a win in the Grade 
3 Molly Pitcher Stakes at Monmouth July 20 and work tab includes a bullet 5 
furlongs in company with She’s A Julie in 1:00.89 Aug. 12. Her wins this year 
include the Grade 1 Odgen Phipps on the Belmont Stakes undercard. Aboard 
for all five wins this year, Mike Smith comes in for the ride.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “We’ve been very fortunate this year to have very big days or week-
ends with the Preakness, Belmont and hopefully that trend continues. With her experience and 
Mike’s experience, they’ve got (the rail draw) covered. If they want to move it to Belmont and go 
a mile-and-a-sixteenth, I won’t object, but that isn’t going to keep us from running.”

Bloom Racing’s Jeff Bloom: “Someone was asking me about the pressure. I don’t know that 
you so much feel the pressure but the anxiety, the nervousness of it. Like now, I can honestly 
say I’m enjoying it more because I can step back and reflect enough to recognize that you just 
have to enjoy the ride. The chips will fall where they fall. It will be huge to stay undefeated this 
year. I’m so proud of the filly and so appreciative of everything she’s done for us. Each moment, 
everything she does, is something you want to hold onto. It’s so much fun.”

2. COACH ROCKS
The possible pace. Last year’s Grade 2 Gulfstream Park Oaks winner and 

Black-Eyed Susan runner-up looks to improve on last year’s fifth in the Grade 
1 Alabama. She won an optional two back in the slop at Churchill and finished 
second by a length to Midnight Bisou in the Grade 2 Molly Pitcher at Mon-
mouth Park July 20. 
Trainer Dale Romans’ partner and exercise rider Tammy Fox: “Tough race but she’s a tough 
filly. She’s a nice horse, always brings her ‘A’ game. Her last two races were very strong. If she 
can bring those two races back, she’s going to be tough herself. She’s a speed horse, she’ll be 
close. She likes to run close. She’s lovable, kind, likes everyone petting on her.”

3. SHE’S A JULIE 
The La Troienne winner. Asmussen’s second entrant finished third behind 

today’s rivals Golden Award and Wow Cat in the Grade 3 Shuvee. She earned 
Grade 1 in the La Troienne at Churchill on Kentucky Oaks Day. She finished 
second in last year’s Alabama under Ricardo Santana Jr., who rides today.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “She did work with (Midnight Bisou) here 12 days ago. She’s A Julie 
is sitting on her best race of the year from all the indications she’s giving us and watching her 
train. She’s trained really nicely. Her Alabama last year was an excellent race over this course, 
so we do feel good about that.”

Tod Marks
Midnight Bisou looks for her sixth consecutive win.

Tod Marks
Coach Rocks was second to Midnight Bisou at Monmouth.
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9.The Personal Ensign
Grade 1. $700,000. Fillies & mares. 3 & up. 1 1/8 miles. 4:12 p.m.

9
4. ELATE

The big bay 2017 Alabama winner. Claiborne Farm’s and Adele Dilschnei-
der’s homebred 5-year-old mare finished second in this spot last year behind 
rival Abel Tasman. That wound up her final start of 2018 and she’s returned 
with placings behind Midnight Bisou at Oaklawn Park and back-to-back wins 
in the Grade 2 Fleur de Lis and Grade 2 Delaware Handicap. She’s been first 
or second in 12 of 16 starts.
Trainer Bill Mott: “She hasn’t changed a lot. She’s a lot of horse at 4 and a lot of horse at 5. 
They change slightly physically, but not a lot. Her biggest changes are from January to June, 
she seems a little better in the second half of the year. You see that in a lot of horses. If you’re 
able to keep them around long enough to see it, you’ll see some horses that are better at certain 
times of the year, some are good in the spring and some are better in the fall. She does well up 
here at this time of year. We’ve had a couple of disappointments up here, not the way she’s run 
but maybe the trips we’ve had, some of the outcomes.” 

Jockey Jose Ortiz: “What a horse. I’m still happy to have the mount on her. Let’s have the re-
match again. The mile and an eighth, she probably wants to go a little bit farther but I think she’ll 
be on her ‘A’ game like she did last year in this same race. She looks amazing in the mornings. 
She’s 5, I would think this is her last year and it would be great to win another one with her.”

5. WOW CAT
The Beldame winner. Second in the Grade 3 Shuvee in her 2019 debut, 

Chilean-bred mare also ended last year with a second to Monomoy Girl in 
the Breeders’ Cup Distaff. Trained by Chad Brown, she reunites with John 
Velazquez for the first time in three starts. He rode her to a third in last year’s 
Personal Ensign. 
Jockey John Velazquez: “She’s a nice horse, nice ride to get back. I rode her in her first start in 
the country, last year, just got beat (in the Shuvee). She was third in this race last year to Elate 
and Abel Tasman, they were a little better than her last year. She broke really bad in the Distaff, 
ran good, I didn’t ride her. She’s only had one race this year, she can step up and win it. She’s 
very nice, runs good every time.” 

6. GOLDEN AWARD
The up-and-coming Shuvee winner. Summer Wind Equine’s Medaglia d’Oro 

filly ran a career-best winning the Grade 3 Shuvee July 21. Also trained by Bill 
Mott, she’s won four of nine with three seconds and makes her Grade 1 debut.
Jockey Tyler Gaffalione: “In the Shuvee, (Bill Mott) said, ‘Don’t wait on her, if you have the 
opportunity, go ahead and ask her, make them get you. He was right. I didn’t want to let Wow 
Cat hang in there so I kicked. She exploded. It was incredible, to get my first graded stakes here, 
unbelievable, I’m so blessed. I have a great agent, a great support system, great support from 
owners and trainers and of course the horses.”

Tod Marks
Wow Cat makes her second start of 2019.

Tod Marks
Second last year, Elate comes in off back-to-back wins for Bill Mott.
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POCAHONTAS (GII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” 

2020 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” 

2020 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$125,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($125 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 21
$125,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 7
($125 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$150,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($150 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$250,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($250 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$125,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 14
($125 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles Turf

2019 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 13 - SEPTEMBER 29

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary 
502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Fax: 502.636.4479

Eligible Everywhere

• April foal in training on the Oklahoma Training Track
• Eligible for the New York Stallion Series featuring $2.3 million in purses
• Virginia Certified – Earn 25% owners’ bonus for wins in New York and Mid-Atlantic
• Virginia Restricted Races   •  Breeders’ Cup nominated 
• Maiden Allowance Auction Races and Open Company Owner Awards

2YO Registered New York-bred colt by 
Alpha – Seven Deadly Sins, by Action This Day

Contact Louis P. Ferrari, breeder and owner                                 518-435-5695

0Classic

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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10.The Sword Dancer
Grade 1. $1 million. 3 & up. 1 1/2 miles. Turf. 4:49 p.m.10

1. PROVEN RESERVES
The rabbit. Klaravich Stables and trainer Chad Brown enter the 4-year-old 

to set a strong pace for stablemate Annals Of Time. Manny Franco is in charge 
of making sure that happens.
Trainer Chad Brown: “Pacemaker. We want him to just insure there’s an honest pace. The pace 
should be solid.”

2. TIZ MORNING
The Davis duo. Trainer Eddie calls upon brother and jockey Dylan to ride 

the 4-year-old by Morning Line. John Mc Allen and James Higgins own the 
gelding, third in a 1 1/16-turf claimer here Aug. 8.
Trainer Eddie Davis: “When I first started working with him, everything about him screamed 
turf, he’s a big, long, tall gelding. We’re taking a shot here. It’s a big jump. He’s a cool horse, he 
goes in draw reins, he’s real easy, anything I throw at him, he’s abiding. At first he was a little 
quirky, but I’ve got him settled down, he’s pretty easy to train. Naturally, he’s a very slender 
horse, every time we had him on Lasix, he would lose so much weight, he was dropping every-
thing, so we wanted to take a natural route, he had some success the last time.” 

3. NOBLE THOUGHT
The recent claim. Kirk Wycoff’s Three Diamonds Farm has had success 

claiming horses for distance turf stakes and they claimed the 6-year-old for 
$25,000 in March. Mike Maker trains the son of Harlan’s Holiday, who fin-
ished third in his first Saratoga start Aug. 11. Irad Ortiz Jr. takes the call.
Owner Kirk Wycoff: “We thought we could stretch him out to a mile and a half. When we ran 
him in the two-other-than at Belmont, he finished a good second at a mile and and an eighth and 
showed that he wanted further. It’s been a little bit of an experiment. The race he ran in a few 
weeks ago was a little short for him. He’d like the ground a little firmer, it looks like we’ll have 
that. We talked to Mike (Lakow) and Andrew (Byrnes) in the racing office and a lot of the horses 
that were in the Bowling Green have gone elsewhere so it looked like a good spot to get this 
distance. We’ve run in the Sword Dancer the last four years. Roman Approval got beat by Flint-
shire three years ago. We like the race, we love long turf races, so we always point to the race.”

4. CHANNEL CAT
The Bowling Green winner. Calumet Farm’s homebred is searching for his 

first Grade 1 after leading the Grade 2 Bowling Green field at every call July 
27. Luis Saez orchestrated his front-running score last time and is back aboard 
today.
Trainer Todd Pletcher: “He’s a little bit of a tricky ride. He’s got a bit of a sensitive mouth, you 
have to finesse him at times, similar to his sire. You definitely don’t want to walk up and put a 
twitch on him, or a lip chain, or scope him, or some of those things. He’ll give you a challenge. 
He’s one that we’ve had since he was 2 and always felt that he would get better as he matured 
and was able to stretch out in distance. It’s nice to see him develop into that horse that we were 
hoping he could be. When Luis and I spoke in the paddock my first question to him was, ‘Who’s 
the speed in here?’ His answer was, ‘I don’t know.’ I saw it the same way so I told Luis to let him 
run into the first turn from an outside post and just see where you are. He caught a flyer at the 
start and ended up on the lead. He looked like he was in a comfortable rhythm and happy about 
it so it worked out well. I wouldn’t expect him to be on the lead this time but if it turns out that 
way it would be OK.”

Tod Marks
Channel Cat tries to win two in a row.

Tod Marks
Pillar Mountain looks for three in a row.
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A  N E W  L E V E L  O F  R A C I N G 
2020 RACING CALENDAR 

J a n u a r y  2 4 – M a y  2
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For more information please contact: 
Oaklawn Racing Office
racing@oaklawn.com 

501-701-5570

Maiden Special Weight $85,000+
Open Allowance Races $90,000+

MAY

1 2
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*Arkansas Derby Day
Racing Festival of the South

Why buy the dream, 
when you can buy 
the reality.

TRITON STABLE  –  STAKES RACING PARTNERSHIP

MULTIPLE STAKES WINNER
GIRLS KNOW BEST

LINCOLN COLLINS
Lincoln@KernThoroughbreds.com

Call for More Info: 502-773-1989

JOE MILLER
Joe@KernThoroughbreds.com

http://www.oaklawn.com/racing/
https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
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10.The Sword Dancer
Grade 1. $1 million. 3 & up. 1 1/2 miles. Turf. 4:49 p.m.10

5. PILLAR MOUNTAIN
The up-and-comer. Todd Pletcher entered the 4-year-old in Wednesday’s 

John’s Call but re-routed the Irish-bred son of Kodiac after that turf stakes was 
moved to the main track. Team Valor International’s colt has won back-to-
back optionals. John Velazquez rides for the first time.
Trainer Todd Pletcher: “He has improved gradually. We had him in the John’s Call looking for 
more a progressive development but when that came off he had to go here. He’s training well so 
we decided to take a shot. He’ll just keep galloping into the race. At this point, there’s not much 
time to change things up with his training. He’s fit and ready to go. I believe he is the first and 
only Kodiac that we have ever had. He must get the stamina from Galileo on the bottom-side. It 
seems like several Kodiacs over there are sprinters.”

6. YA PRIMO
The South American star. Big gray colt won a pair of Group 1s in his native 

Chile by a combined 8 1/4 lengths earlier this year before being brought to 
America by Madaket Stables, Don Alberto Stable and Wonder Stables. In his 
first start for trainer Chad Brown, the son of Mastercraftsman finished second 
in the Bowling Green by a half-length.
Jockey Jose Ortiz: “He was a champion in Chile, ran huge first time out in the United States. 
That was a great job by Chad having him ready to run like that off the layoff. Not a big layoff, but 
the quarantine and flying here, stuff like that. That had to take a little bit of training out of him. 
For this race he’s doing a little better. I worked him the other day, he worked very strong and is 
feeling good. We’re hoping for a good race.”

7. ANNALS OF TIME
The 6-year-old with seven starts. Klaravich Stables and William Lawrence 

own the son of Temple City who won the Grade 1 Hollywood Derby at the 
end of his 3-year-old year. He was on the sidelines for more than nine months 
following that victory and off from September 16, 2017 to June 7, 2019 after 
that. His second race since that break was a 4 1/2-length score against allow-
ance optional company July 24. The 12 furlongs will be the longest distance 
for the four-time winner.
Trainer Chad Brown: “Unfortunately he’s been plagued with injuries and he’s been lightly raced 
throughout his career. He’s really good now and can hopefully have an uninterrupted campaign 
from here on out.”

Jockey Javier Castellano: “He’s got a good powerful finish. He always finishes strong. It all 
depends on how the pace develops. It’s a mile and a half. They look to me like the same horses 
in the same spot. I give credit to Ya Primo. First time in this country he ran second. You have 
to give him credit. Now it’s second time, can he improve? Other than that it’s the same horses. 
Channel Maker, Channel Cat, Sadler’s Joy. It’s the right spot for my horse.”

Tod Marks
Annals Of Time is the favorite in today’s Sword Dancer.

Tod Marks
Ya Primo makes his second American start.
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10.The Sword Dancer
Grade 1. $1 million. 3 & up. 1 1/2 miles. Turf. 4:49 p.m.10

8. CHANNEL MAKER
The high-headed Grade 1 winning character. Son of English Channel isn’t 

easy to ride but has won two Grade 1s and $1,997,108 in 26 starts. One of 
those Grade 1s came in May when the 5-year-old won the Man o’ War by 
a neck with Joel Rosario, who rides again today. The chestnut gelding was 
fourth in the Bowling Green last time. He races for Wachtel Stable, Gary Bar-
ber, R. A. Hill Stable and Reeves Thoroughbred Racing. 
Trainer Bill Mott: “If you start riding him faster than he can run, his first instinct is his head 
comes up into your face. Maybe he should have gone after the lead horse the last time, but it’s 
hard to know. The worst thing you can do to a jock is start telling them too much and take their 
instinct away and it’s the worst thing you can do to a trainer, take their instinct away. Somebody 
starts telling you where to enter one, all of a sudden, it’s like, ‘OK, we could do that, we could 
consider that.’ You want to tell a jock a little something without tying his hands. This is how it 
looks to me, maybe you can…’ ”

9. SADLER’S JOY
The 2017 winner. Late-running 6-year-old made his first start of 2019 in 

the Bowling Green and did not have a clear lane to run until late, finishing 
sixth and beaten only 1 1/4 lengths. Third in the Breeders’ Cup Turf behind 
Enable and Magical last year. Woodslane Farm homebred has won six of 23 
and earned $2,151,360. Jose Lezcano rides the son of Kitten’s Joy for the first 
time since June 2016.
Trainer Tom Albertrani: “I thought he ran a big race considering the amount of traffic. Coming 
toward the three-eighths pole it looked like Javier (Castellano) had a lot of horse still underneath 
him and he just had nowhere to get through. Past the eighth pole he got through the inside but 
it was basically too late. He got only got beat a length and a quarter for the whole thing. With a 
little bit of racing luck it could have been a different outcome. He’d rather make his run wide. He 
got stuck down in there last time. Hopefully we get a better trip this time. When he gets rolling he 
needs to be clear. He came out of the race great and we’re very happy with him coming into the 
Sword Dancer. We saw talent with him early on, even after his first race, I could see something 
there I really liked. The way he closed and galloped out. I remember making a remark to the 
owners that the horse looked very promising. It took a couple races before he got to that level, 
the next couple of races were a little disappointing but finally he had that breakthrough race and 
after that everything kept going forward.”

Tod Marks
Channel Maker seeks his third Grade 1 stakes win.

Tod Marks
Sadler’s Joy tries to win his second Sword Dancer.
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An online business solution for 
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11.The Travers
Grade 1. $1.25 million. 3-year-olds. 1 1/4 miles. 5:44 p.m.11

1. OWENDALE 
The Preakness third. Rupp Racing’s 3-year-old won the Grade 3 Lexington 

at Keeneland in April before a run at the middle jewel of the Triple Crown. He 
followed those efforts up with a win in Grade 3 Ohio Derby June 22. Florent 
Geroux rode the son of Into Mischief in those three efforts and flies in to ride 
again today. He’s been training at Brad Cox’s Churchill Downs base and ar-
rived in Saratoga Tuesday.
Trainer Brad Cox: “The timing and distance were good. We didn’t really know where we were 
going after the Preakness. We thought it made sense. After that, we thought West Virginia Derby 
or the Travers and we thought he did enough in the Ohio Derby and he’s accomplished enough 
since April to warrant a start against the good horses. He ran a winning race in the Preakness. He 
had a little bit of traffic trouble, having to switch him out, we didn’t get the trip we were looking 
for and it definitely cost him second, maybe even the win. We liked him from the start. We were 
shocked he was off the board in his first two starts but we knew he was a horse that wanted 
more ground. He’s a horse that started figuring it out mentally this winter at Fair Grounds. He 
really took off at the Fair Grounds. He’s a little high-headed, we keep a shadow roll on him, it’s 
just his natural way of carrying himself. He’s a big, strong horse. I don’t think he looks like a 
typical Into Mischief but he doesn’t really look like a Bernardini either. I’ve never seen the mare, 
but he’s a little different, in a good way.”

2. CODE OF HONOR
The Derby second. Will Farish’s homebred hopped on the Triple Crown trail 

with a win in Grade 2 Fountain Of Youth this March. He subsequently finished 
third in the Grade 1 Florida Derby before crossing the wire third again, this 
time in the Grade 1 Kentucky Derby, before being elevated to second via dis-
qualification due to the scrum caused by Maximum Security on the final turn. 
He got back in the winner’s circle after Belmont Park’s Grade 3 Dwyer July 
6. John Velazquez rides the chestnut colt for Hall of Famer Shug McGaughey.
Trainer Shug McGaughey: “It’s gone really good. When you get him on the right track, he does 
everything you want him to do. It’s not like you go out there and you want to go five-eighths in 
1:01 and he goes out there in 1:04 or 58, he goes right around 1:01. I’ve been working him really 
like four and a half, make sure he gallops out a good five eighths. He gallops out here, with the 
exercise rider, by himself, the last time he galloped out in 14. I was sort of laughing, they’re all 
talking about Game Winner’s three quarters in 12 at Del Mar with someone on him that weighs 
about 100 pounds. I had Lexi (Peaden) on the Oklahoma training track, he galloped out in 14. 
Nice horse.” 

3. HIGHEST HONORS
The Curlin winner. Is he the Arrogate of this year’s Travers? Well, he won’t 

have the early lead but he is gray and did debut April 20, three days later than 
Arrogate’s first race before he won the Midsummer Derby four months later. 
The second of two homebreds for Will Farish, long-striding colt by Tapit broke 
his maiden June 1 at Belmont and won the Curlin here July 26. Luis Saez gets 
the leg up on the colt who likely won’t have any trouble staying the 10 fur-
longs.
Trainer Chad Brown: “I love that horse. He’s doing super, really training great and I’m looking 
forward to running him at a mile and a quarter. He gave me that feel all along, that he would 
develop into a top quality 3-year-old that could run that mile and a quarter distance. Sometimes 
you feel that way and you set the horse on the path to get there and things happen, they don’t 
make it. This time it all worked out, this horse got to the Travers and he got there in good shape. 
He’s a nice horse and he’s training extremely well.”

 

4. LAUGHING FOX
The closer. Alex and JoAnn Lieblong’s colt won the Oaklawn Park Invita-

tional May 4. Two weeks later he finished fifth by 3 3/4 lengths in the Preakness 
after being 25 out of it early on. Son of Union Rags ran evenly in the Grade 2 
Jim Dandy and finished fourth behind Tax and Tacitus. Ricardo Santana Jr. has 
the return call. Trainer Steve Asmussen hopes for a fair racetrack.
Trainer Steve Asmussen: “He gets the mile-and-a-quarter. Laughing Fox as a 3-year-old, the 
Oaklawn Invitational and the Preakness show how close he is. Competing at this level, he’s kept 
good company all year. In a full field, he’s going to have to have fortunate circumstances as far 
as traffic. My biggest concern for all of our runners is what track we get, as we’ve all seen it 
change so drastically throughout the meet, if not from race to race, at least day to day. There was 
zero pace in the Jim Dandy, which made him closer, if they go real fast, he won’t be as close. The 
Travers is the pinnacle of Saratoga and it is definitely on our bucket list.”

 

Tod Marks
Laughing Fox looks to run down the leaders in the meet’s signature race.
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Save The Date

Friday, September 27, 2019 |  7:00 p.m.

For Sponsorship !  Ticket information 
visit www.bgfcky.org  or call 859.219.0910

Guest of Honor
Donna Barton Brothers

GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
https://www.bgfcky.org/
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11.The Travers
Grade 1. $1.25 million. 3-year-olds. 1 1/4 miles. 5:44 p.m.11

5. EVERFAST
The Preakness second. Calumet Farm’s colt was was a nose in front of 

Owendale in the second leg of the Triple Crown. Son of Take Charge Indy 
trained by Dale Romans was seventh in the Belmont and fourth in the Grade 
1 Haskell subsequently. Martin Chuan makes his first trip to ride in Saratoga.
Trainer Dale Romans’ partner and exercise rider Tammy Fox: “I get on him, gallop him, work 
him. He’s not a flashy horse, but always the horse that gives you more than you think he’s going 
to give. He’s got a lot of heart. Always running at the end. He has a chance. He can run with 
these horses. He hasn’t gotten there yet, but one of these days he will get there, it could be in 
the Travers. He’s been running with the best around, he had a good second in the Preakness and 
came in seventh in the Belmont. I thought he could have finished better if he didn’t get in trouble. 
The last race, we can just throw that race out. He’ll be a little closer in this race coming up and 
he’ll have a pretty good chance.” 

6. TACITUS
The favorite, with blinkers on. Juddmonte Farm’s homebred son of Tapit 

and their multiple Grade 1-winning mare Close Hatches has always been high-
ly regarded. Big, gray colt is another who should have no problem with the 
10 furlongs. He sprung onto the Triple Crown scene with wins in the Grade 2 
Tampa Bay Derby and Grade 2 Wood Memorial. He was shuffled back early in 
the Kentucky Derby and made a big run to cross the wire fourth before being 
elevated to third via DQ. His last two efforts have been filled with trouble and 
bad circumstances. Second by a length in the Belmont and runner-up again in 
the Jim Dandy after going to his nose at the start. Jose Ortiz stays aboard.
Trainer Bill Mott: “He’s good. You know, cross your fingers. It seems like this year, I’ve had 
more blinkers on and off, just playing around a little bit. Not all of them react well to them, some 
horses, it kind of spooks them, they try to look around them, they get scared when something’s 
behind them, they can’t see it. Some horses, you put them on and they focus without getting 
upset about it, which is what you want. You want them to focus without being anxious. He’s 
handled them well, they haven’t made him rank. Right now, I don’t see a negative with them. He 
looked like he was lined up pretty good in his breeze the other day. Before, when he was working 
with someone and they were in front, he would get his head up, you’ve got to know how much 
you can push him, you can’t ride him faster than he can run.”

7. MUCHO GUSTO
The late addition. Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert changed plans when sta-

blemate Game Winner defected with an illness and the connections of Haskell 
winner Maximum Security opted to go to next month’s Pennsylvania Derby at 
Parx Racing. A four-time Grade 3 winner, he finished second in the Grade 1 
Haskell last time under regular rider Joe Talamo.   
Assistant trainer Jimmy Barnes: “I canceled everything, rooms, hotels, airlines, everything, but 
here we are again. With Game Winner getting sick, this horse was supposed to go to Parx for 
the Pennsylvania Derby. The Haskell was a week earlier, so we said, ‘you know what, let’s dodge 
Maximum Security and head to Saratoga.’ That horse will be tough to beat at Parx with the way 
he runs and how the track sets up for his type of style. I think we’d just be going there to run 
second or third. He loves a fight that horse. He really beared down. Our horse does, too, just not 
quite like Maximum Security. Maybe he’s improving.”

Tod Marks
Highest Honors won the Curlin.

Tod Marks
Tacitus is the favorite, and adds blinkers.
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Saturday, auguSt 31, 2019
Orenda Pavilion • Saratoga Spa State Park

All proceeds benefit rescued and 
retired Thoroughbred racehorses

Meet former racehorses •   Canine division 
Kids Fun Run •   Walkers welcome 
USATF certified 5K course

pre-regiSter online: www.trfinc.org
inFo: 518-226-0028

RegiStRatiOn  Pre-race $25  Race day $30

Check-in
7:00 am

Kids Fun Run
Start time 8:00 am

5K Race
Start time 8:30 am 

Run for the
  Horses
     5K 

10th ANNUAL

We’re Rolling!

John’s Call Stakes win  
by Highland Sky Aug. 22.

Four wins Saturday,  Aug. 17. Nine 2-year-old winners in 2019.
And we even make stallions – graduate Get Stormy

 is the sire of double Saratoga stakes winner Got Stormy.

Experience the Webster Difference
Breaking, training, turnout, rehab, attention to every detail

(352) 843-2141    –    webstertrainingcenter.com

Comeback win by Dugout 
at Arlington Park Aug. 17.

at Webster Training Center

Good luck to Sadler’s Joy and Highland Glory this weekend!

26 wins by our graduates July 18-Aug. 22

http://runforthehorses5k.com/
http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
http://webstertrainingcenter.com/
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11.The Travers
Grade 1. $1.25 million. 3-year-olds. 1 1/4 miles. 5:44 p.m.11

8. CHESS CHIEF
The Dallas Stewart longshot. Son of Into Mischief was second in the Grade 

3 West Virginia Derby last time after a fourth in the Grade 3 Indiana Derby. 
Estate of James Coleman Jr. owns the colt who gets Mike Smith aboard today.

Trainer Dallas Stewart: “We’ve been thinking about (the Travers) for a couple of weeks. He 
finishes his races good and he’s by a great sire. He’s working great so we said let’s give it a shot. 
It’s a wide-open race; we’ll see what happens. (Maximum Security and Game Winner skipping 
the race) didn’t hurt. I think Mr. Money (whom Chess Chief finished behind his last two races) is 
one of the best 3-year-olds in the country. That’s kind of what gauged it for us. We haven’t beat 
him but he isn’t in. In Mike we trust.”

9. LOOKING AT BIKINIS
The Curlin third. Set the pace while racing on a deep and muddy rail in the 

restricted stakes July 26 before tiring to finish third. Javier Castellano’s mount 
only ran once as a 2-year-old and did not race again until an optional victory 
at Belmont June 27. Son of Lookin At Lucky races for Long Lake Stable, Ma-
daket Stables, Thomas Coleman and Doheny Racing Stable.

Trainer Chad Brown: “We want to get him back on a dry track. We always planned on getting to 
the Travers albeit he is lightly raced but he’s very talented. After the last race he kind of threw me 
a curveball, I thought he’d run better. The more I looked at the race he was on that wet rail and it 
really compromised him. I breezed him twice on dry tracks and he went super. He’s posted well, 
too, to get off the rail this time and stay clear. Whether that’s good enough or not we’ll have to 
see. He will run a lot better than he did in the Curlin. You can’t go wrong (with Castellano). That’s 
like having Calvin Borel in the Derby.”

Jockey Javier Castellano: “People don’t give him credit because of that last race. It was a slop-
py track. They kept it sealed and unfortunately I ended up in the lead, inside on the rail I don’t 
think he appreciated that. If we move forward the horse is going to be strong. He knows the track 
already. Now he drew outside, he doesn’t have to be on the lead, there’s speed in the race and 
all the horses came from behind that day. We can catch a fast track and with that race under the 
belt he can grow mentally and physically. I know he has to step up against the best horses in the 
country. He’s a good horse, cool horse and he’s going to show up.”

10. SCARS ARE COOL
The maiden winner. Sagamore Farm’s colt started his career May 12 at 

Churchill and broke his maiden here July 21. Tyler Gaffalione has ridden the 
son of Malibu Moon in all three starts and is back aboard today.

Trainer Stanley Hough: “It’s pretty ambitious, but he’s a nice horse and we always thought he 
was. The distance won’t bother him. When he broke his maiden here he did it in such a good 
fashion. He’s doing well. Just to be there is a good thing. He’s improved every start. His first 
race was 6 1/2 (furlongs), then he went a mile and got in a little trouble. The mile-and-an-eighth 
really suited him. We just hope we run well. We’ll see what happens, it’s got the best 3-year-olds. 
It will tell us where we stand.”  

11. ENDORSED
The Curlin second. Godolphin homebred by Medaglia d’Oro out of Grade 1 win-

ner Dance Card makes fifth start. He broke his maiden here last summer when racing 
in one of two splits of a 6-furlong maiden special. Code Of Honor won the other. Bay 
colt chased Highest Honors in the Curlin and gets the services of Joel Rosario.
Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin: “When he broke his maiden here, he was impressive and we right 
away thought he was our big horse. He came out of the Champagne with some issues so we  

had to stop. Coming back, we weren’t exactly thinking Travers, more like, see where we are. He 
won going 6 furlongs, it was a tough decision to go 9 furlongs in the Curlin but that’s why we 
did it, to see. He’s bred to go all day. We thought he would handle the distance, out of a good 
Tapit mare, by Medaglia d’Oro, and his looks, his stride. He’s come on mentally and physically 
from the Curlin. The distance isn’t a big concern, the competition is more of a concern. He’s a 
real quality horse and he’s coming into it the right way.” 

12. TAX
The Jim Dandy winner. Trainer Danny Gargan claimed the son of Arch for 

$50,000 in October and he has earned $737,500 since. He won the Grade 3 
Withers in February and was second to Tacitus in the Wood Memorial two 
months later. He was 14th in the Kentucky Derby via disqualification and then 
fourth in the Belmont before the Jim Dandy victory. R. A. Hill Stable, Reeves 
Thoroughbred Racing, Corms Racing Stable and Hugh Lynch went for a good 
celebration after his win here last month.
Co-owner Dean Reeves: “I’m pretty anxious about the race. We’ve got a great jockey. The horse 
is training well and it looks like we’re going to go to the front so hang on to your hat. That’s what 
Danny said the plan is. One thing Randy and I can do is celebrate, so the minute he won the Jim 
Dandy, we started celebrating and I don’t think we’ve stopped. We’ll still remind one another that 
we won Jim Dandy. It was a huge win. I’m not sure we wouldn’t be out long and many hours if 
we win the Travers.”

Tod Marks
Scars Are Cool steps up to Grade 1 company for Sagamore Farm.
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Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

ROADSTER
OWENDALE
HUNTER O’RILEY 
DOCTOR MOUNTY 
PINK SANDS 
A THREAD OF BLUE
INSPECTOR LYNLEY 
DUNBAR ROAD

Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459   niallbrennan.com

http://www.niallbrennan.com/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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Saturday, August 24.
1ST (11:35AM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 7.............Frontier Market............... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 4-5
1a ..... 8.............Unleveraged.................... J. Lezcano........................ C. Brown....................... 4-5
1x ..... MTO.......Identity Politics............... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 4-5
2  ..... MTO.......Own Agenda.................... R. Santana, Jr................... C. DeVaux..................... 3-1
3  ..... MTO.......Frammento...................... J. Martinez........................ N. Zito......................... 15-1
4  ..... 3.............Memories of Peter.......... K. Carmouche................... R. Falcone, Jr.............. 12-1
5  ..... 4.............Keep Quiet (FR)............... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 9-2
6  ..... 5.............Gemonteer...................... E. Jaramillo....................... J. Antonucci................ 20-1
7  ..... 6.............Aveenu Malcainu............. J. Ortiz.............................. J. Englehart................. 15-1
8  ..... 9.............Lemonist......................... J. Castellano..................... T. Pletcher..................... 4-1
9  ..... MTO.......Majestic Affair................. . Rider TBA....................... R. Rodriguez................. 5-1
10..... 11...........Penalty............................ J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott......................... 6-1
11..... MTO.......Achilles Warrior.............. . Rider TBA....................... M. Hennig..................... 9-2

2ND (12:08PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Tap It to Win................... T. Gaffalione...................... M. Casse....................... 5-2
2  ..... 2.............Moonshine Now.............. J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................. 10-1
3  ..... 3.............Complexifier.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... B. Lynch........................ 9-2
4  ..... 4.............Atoka............................... L. Saez.............................. D. Lukas........................ 7-2
5  ..... 5.............African Heritage.............. R. Maragh......................... J. Mejia....................... 30-1
6  ..... 6.............O’Trouble........................ J. Velazquez...................... A. Dutrow...................... 5-1
7  ..... 7.............Onward........................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. Clement.................... 7-2
8  ..... 8.............Icecap............................. R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 12-1

3RD (12:41PM). $90,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO.......Funny Flowers................. J. Alvarado....................... B. Tagg........................ 10-1
2  ..... 2.............Charreada........................ J. Rosario......................... C. McGaughey III.......... 9-2
3  ..... 3.............First Wave....................... T. Gaffalione...................... G. Arnold, II.................. 3-1
4  ..... 4.............Sara Sea.......................... R. Maragh......................... D. Lukas...................... 30-1
5  ..... 5.............New York Charmer.......... J. Castellano..................... T. Pletcher................... 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Ocean Fire....................... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 10-1
7  ..... 7.............Balon Rose...................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 4-1
8  ..... 8.............Madame Orbe................. L. Saez.............................. K. McLaughlin............. 15-1
9  ..... 9.............Dabinett.......................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
10..... 10...........Bossy Bride..................... M. Franco......................... M. Trombetta............... 20-1
11..... 11...........Lady Rosalie (IRE).......... F. Geroux.......................... R. Brisset.................... 15-1
12..... 12...........Confessing...................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 6-1
13..... MTO.......Magical Time................... J. Vargas, Jr...................... J. Englehart................. 12-1

4TH (1:14PM). $92,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Shamrocked.................... M. Franco......................... R. Handal.................... 12-1
2  ..... 2.............Dark N Cloudy................. T. Gaffalione...................... D. Schettino................ 20-1
3  ..... 3.............Tight Ten......................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 15-1
4  ..... 4.............Bernin’ Thru Gold............ E. Jaramillo....................... M. Hennig................... 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Off the Record................. F. Geroux.......................... R. Brisset...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6.............Puttheglassdown............ J. Vargas, Jr...................... J. Englehart................. 12-1
7  ..... 7.............Payne.............................. J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 7-2
8  ..... 8.............T Loves a Fight................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... O. Noda......................... 4-1
9  ..... 9.............Sicilia Mike...................... D. Davis............................ G. Sciacca................... 15-1
10..... 10...........American Rule................. J. Martinez........................ C. Martin..................... 50-1
11..... 11...........Performer....................... J. Rosario......................... C. McGaughey III.......... 5-2
12..... 12...........Proschema...................... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 20-1

5TH (1:48PM). $600,000, THE FOREGO PRESENTED BY ENCORE BOSTON HARBOR, 3&UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Promises Fulfilled........... L. Saez.............................. D. Romans.................... 5-2
2  ..... 2.............Air Strike......................... J. Rosario......................... P. D’Amato.................. 15-1
3  ..... 3.............Mitole.............................. R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 4-5
4  ..... 4.............Killybegs Captain............. E. Cancel........................... J. Terranova II............. 15-1
5  ..... 5.............Bon Raison..................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. Martin..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6.............Firenze Fire...................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Servis........................ 7-2

6TH (2:23PM). $500,000, STK - THE KETEL ONE BALLERINA, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Special Relativity............. D. Cohen........................... R. Diodoro................... 12-1
2  ..... 2.............Come Dancing................. J. Castellano..................... C. Martin....................... 6-5
3  ..... 3.............Pacific Gale..................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Kimmel.................... 20-1
4  ..... 4.............Separationofpowers........ J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 9-5
5  ..... 5.............Mia Mischief................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 5-1
6  ..... 6.............Minit to Stardom............. A. Cintron......................... J. Camejo...................... 8-1
7  ..... 7.............Dawn the Destroyer........ J. Velazquez...................... K. McLaughlin............. 15-1

7TH (2:59PM). $500,000, THE H. ALLEN JERKENS PRESENTED BY RUNHAPPY, 3YO, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Shancelot........................ E. Jaramillo....................... J. Navarro..................... 1-2
2  ..... 2.............Call Paul.......................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Servis...................... 15-1
3  ..... 3.............Twelfth Labour................ T. Gaffalione...................... D. Stewart................... 50-1
4  ..... 4.............Borracho......................... C. Landeros...................... G. Arnold, II.................. 8-1
5  ..... 5.............Nitrous............................ R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 10-1
6  ..... 6.............Mind Control................... J. Velazquez...................... G. Sacco...................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............The Big S........................ M. Franco......................... R. Handal.................... 50-1
8  ..... 8.............Rowayton........................ J. Rosario......................... D. Chatlos..................... 6-1
9  ..... 9.............Hog Creek Hustle............ C. Lanerie......................... V. Foley.......................... 8-1

8TH (3:35PM). $400,000, WOODFORD RESERVE BALLSTON SPA, 3&UP, F&M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Hogans Holiday............... R. Santana, Jr................... R. Falcone, Jr.............. 20-1
2  ..... 2.............Fifty Five.......................... J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-1
3  ..... 3.............Secret Message............... J. Ortiz.............................. H. Motion...................... 3-1
4  ..... 4.............Significant Form.............. J. Velazquez...................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
5  ..... 5.............Indian Blessing (GB)....... F. Geroux.......................... E. Walker....................... 8-1
6  ..... 6.............Conquest Hardcandy....... T. Gaffalione...................... J. Ryerson................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Scottish Jig..................... J. Rosario......................... W. Mott....................... 10-1
8  ..... 8.............Starship Jubilee.............. J. Lezcano........................ K. Attard........................ 7-2
9  ..... 9.............Mascha (FR)................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 9-2

9TH (4:12PM). $700,000, PERSONAL ENSIGN PRESENTED BY LIA INFINITI, 3&UP, F&M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Midnight Bisou................ M. Smith.......................... S. Asmussen................. 6-5
2  ..... 2.............Coach Rocks................... L. Saez.............................. D. Romans.................. 20-1
3  ..... 3.............She’s a Julie.................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Elate................................ J. Ortiz.............................. W. Mott......................... 7-5
5  ..... 5.............Wow Cat (CHI)................ J. Velazquez...................... C. Brown....................... 5-1
6  ..... 6.............Golden Award................. T. Gaffalione...................... W. Mott......................... 8-1

10TH (4:49PM). $850,000, STK - THE SWORD DANCER, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4
1  ..... 1.............Proven Reserves............. M. Franco......................... C. Brown..................... 30-1
2  ..... 2.............Tiz Morning..................... D. Davis............................ E. Davis....................... 50-1
3  ..... 3.............Noble Thought................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... M. Maker..................... 30-1
4  ..... 4.............Channel Cat..................... L. Saez.............................. T. Pletcher..................... 5-1
5  ..... 5.............Pillar Mountain (IRE)...... J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher................... 10-1
6  ..... 6.............Ya Primo (CHI)................ J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 7-2
7  ..... 7.............Annals of Time................ J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
8  ..... 8.............Channel Maker................ J. Rosario......................... W. Mott......................... 3-1
9  ..... 9.............Sadler’s Joy..................... J. Lezcano........................ T. Albertrani................... 9-2

GUEST HANDICAPPER 
Today’s guest handicapper (see page 54) is Scott Coles, who at 34 became the youngest 

winner of the NTRA National Handicapping Championship in February in Las  Vegas. A fu-
tures trader and passionate racing fan from suburban Chicago, Coles started handicapping 
seriously in 2014 and participating in handicapping tournaments in 2016. Friday, Tom Amello 
had one win. • Guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only The Special’s  regular 
handicappers’ picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper of 2019: Joe Burke with five wins. 
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Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

General and Equine Practice of Law 

20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell · 516 352-6853 office
jdmol@aol.com
Licensed New York and New Jersey
All Aspects of Immigration

11TH (5:44PM). $1,250,000, STK - THE RUNHAPPY TRAVERS, 3 YO, 1 1/4M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Owendale........................ F. Geroux.......................... B. Cox........................... 6-1
2  ..... 2.............Code of Honor................. J. Velazquez...................... C. McGaughey III.......... 4-1
3  ..... 3.............Highest Honors............... L. Saez.............................. C. Brown..................... 10-1
4  ..... 4.............Laughing Fox.................. R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 30-1
5  ..... 5.............Everfast........................... M. Chuan.......................... D. Romans.................. 30-1
6  ..... 6.............Tacitus............................ J. Ortiz.............................. W. Mott......................... 5-2
7  ..... 7.............Mucho Gusto.................. J. Talamo.......................... B. Baffert....................... 6-1
8  ..... 8.............Chess Chief..................... M. Smith.......................... D. Stewart................... 30-1
9  ..... 9.............Looking At Bikinis........... J. Castellano..................... C. Brown..................... 10-1
10..... 10...........Scars Are Cool................ T. Gaffalione...................... S. Hough..................... 30-1
11..... 11...........Endorsed......................... J. Rosario......................... K. McLaughlin............. 15-1
12..... 12...........Tax.................................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... D. Gargan...................... 6-1

12TH (6:20PM). $83,000, AOC $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Shiraz.............................. L. Saez.............................. M. Maker..................... 10-1
2  ..... 2.............Fled................................. J. Lezcano........................ M. Vera......................... 9-2
3  ..... 3.............Alien Season................... J. Velazquez...................... W. Ward........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Five Star Bunt.................. J. Ortiz.............................. L. Rice......................... 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Outrageous Bet............... C. Landeros...................... G. Contessa................. 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Durkin’s Call.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... W. Mott....................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Ethan Hunt...................... D. Davis............................ J. Toscano, Jr.............. 20-1
8  ..... 8.............Show Prince.................... E. Cancel........................... G. Sciacca................... 20-1
9  ..... 9.............Ghost Giant..................... J. Rosario......................... J. Abreu......................... 5-1
10..... 10...........Royal Asset..................... T. Gaffalione...................... O. Barrera, III.............. 10-1
11..... 11...........Discretionary Marq......... K. Carmouche................... R. Falcone, Jr................ 4-1
12..... 12...........Light the Posse............... J. Alvarado....................... C. Baker....................... 15-1
13..... AE..........Dowse’s Beach................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Servis........................ 5-2
14..... AE..........Banana Thief................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 5-1
15..... AE..........Colonel Tom.................... J. Castellano..................... G. Weaver..................... 8-1
16..... MTO.......Sudden Surprise............. . Rider TBA....................... D. Cannizzo................... 7-2

13TH (6:54PM). $90,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1.............Aymara............................ J. Castellano..................... W. Mott....................... 12-1
2  ..... 2.............Pat Pat Pat...................... R. Maragh......................... D. Lukas........................ 5-1
3  ..... 3.............Hidden Facts................... J. Velazquez...................... B. Lynch...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4.............To a Friend...................... K. Carmouche................... T. Morley..................... 20-1
5  ..... 5.............Magic Star....................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 3-1
6  ..... 6.............Razeena.......................... F. Geroux.......................... K. McLaughlin............... 6-1
7  ..... 7.............So Gracious.................... M. Franco......................... B. Russell.................... 15-1
8  ..... 8.............Kelleycanrun................... J. Alvarado....................... B. Tagg........................ 20-1
9  ..... 9.............Five Alarm Robin............. L. Saez.............................. J. Englehart................... 8-1
10..... 10...........Keepme in Thegame........ J. Rosario......................... C. McGaughey III.......... 6-1
11..... 11...........Tiltingatwindmills............ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown..................... 12-1
12..... 12...........Macabre.......................... T. Gaffalione...................... G. Arnold, II................ 15-1
13..... MTO.......Cairo Cutie...................... . Rider TBA....................... T. Pletcher..................... 6-1
14..... MTO.......Quasar............................ . Rider TBA....................... R. Ribaudo.................. 12-1
Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

https://www.westpointtb.com/
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Every horse starts somewhere, even Saratoga 
superstars. Keeneland Sales helps The Special 
look back at some memorable graded stakes 
winners – and Keeneland graduates – at the Spa. 
We’ll re-connect and dig up some memories.

Keen Ice
Travers Stakes 2015

BY JOE CLANCY
Dale Romans was, in his words, “popping 

off” at the Travers Stakes post-position draw in 
2015 when talking up the chances of his Keen Ice 
against supposedly unbeatable Triple Crown win-
ner American Pharoah in the Midsummer Derby.

NYRA had capped attendance at 50,000, gen-
erating buzz for a potential sellout and trying to 
ensure a more manageable crowd on the big day, 
and Romans seized the moment.

“I’d like to thank (then CEO) Chris Kay for 
capping the number of people who are going to 
boo me when I run by him,” the trainer said with 
a cackle.

By Saturday afternoon, Romans looked like 
a prophet as Keen Ice did indeed run by Amer-
ican Pharoah in the stretch of the Travers Stakes 
– handing the Triple Crown winner just the sec-
ond defeat of his career (and only loss as a 3-year-
old) – and making history.

But nobody booed.
“I walked back with my horse and they cheered 

him all the way down,” Romans said last week. 
“They didn’t boo him one time. That shows how 
classy, and smart, racing fans are at Saratoga. 
They appreciated his effort that day.”

They weren’t the only ones.
Owned by Donegal Racing, Keen Ice had fin-

ished behind American Pharoah in the Kentucky 
Derby, Belmont Stakes and Haskell leading up to 
the Travers. At Saratoga, the son of Curlin let the 
favorite set the pace, watched him turn aside a ral-
ly from Frosted and then rolled past in the stretch 
to win by three-quarters of a length at 16-1.

Romans called it a career moment.
“I’ve won a lot of great races, had a lot of 

highs and maybe highs that equal that,” he said. 
“Winning a Preakness, Dubai World Cup, Breed-
ers’ Cups, they’re all great highs but that happens 

every year. Someone does that every year. There 
aren’t many people, Allen Jerkens and myself I 
think, who have beaten a Triple Crown winner at 
Saratoga in as big as race as that was in front of 
that number of people. 

“That’s the most historic race I’ve won, the 
race I know I’ll go to my grave being known for, 
which is fine with me.”

Jerkens, of course, knocked off Secretariat 
with Onion in the 1973 Whitney. In Saratoga 
lore, he and Romans joined James McKee, who 
trained Jim Dandy to an upset of Triple Crown 
winner Gallant Fox in the 1930 Travers.

Romans didn’t count on making history, but 
was at least confident in his horse. The bay colt 

was getting closer to American Pharoah – seventh 
in the Derby, third in the Belmont and second in 
the Haskell. If there were ever a day, maybe the 
Travers was it. 

“We had chased him a lot of times,” Romans 
said. “I’m a huge American Pharoah fan, but I 
felt for some reason he could be vulnerable. In 
the Haskell, even though he was gearing down at 
the end, he looked like he had to gear down, like 
maybe he was a tired horse.”

At Saratoga after the Haskell, Keen Ice trained 
like he had a chance. Jockey Mike Luzzi worked 
the $120,000 Keeneland September graduate for 
Romans and came back full of confidence. 

Saratoga Memories, presented by Keeneland, is an ongoing series that looks back  
at some of the top moments from Keeneland Sales graduates among Saratoga’s best racing.

Continued On Page 57 

Tod Marks
Keen Ice (left) rolls past Triple Crown  
winner American Pharoah in the 2015 Travers.
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 64 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  99 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com
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“He told us to buy new suits be-
cause we were going to get our picture 
taken,” Romans said. 

Javier Castellano took over in the 
race, but proved Luzzi right.

“My horse was going the right way, 
that’s more important than anything,” 
Romans said. “I remember (trainer) 
LeRoy Jolley telling me I had a chance 
because I’d trained my horse. The high-
light, maybe of my career, was walking 
down that path back to the barn with 
Keen Ice and LeRoy was standing right 
there waiting to give me a hug. How 
cool was that?”

Pretty cool. 
Bred by Glencrest Farm, Keen 

Ice sold to Donegal for $120,000 at 
Keeneland September in 2013. He 
started his career with a fourth at El-
lis Park in 2014, then broke his maid-
en at Churchill Downs and finished 
third in the Remsen at the end of the 
season. The Travers was his only win 
as a 3-year-old, but he placed in three 
graded stakes and was fourth behind 
American Pharoah in the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic. Romans could have all 
but predicted that.

“Bob was one of the first people I 
talked to after the Travers,” Romans 
said. “He talked about retiring him and 
I said, ‘Are you kidding? Give you eight 
weeks between races with a horse like 
that? Look out. You’ll beat us in the 
Breeders’ Cup.’ ”

He did, en route to Horse of the 
Year honors.

Unlike American Pharoah, Keen Ice 
raced beyond his 3-year-old season. 
He finished third in the 2016 Breeders’ 
Cup Classic, went to Dubai twice and 
won the 2017 Suburban and wrapped 
up his career with seconds in the Whit-
ney and Jockey Club Gold Cup after 
moving to trainer Todd Pletcher’s care 
late in the 2016 season. Calumet Farm 
bought into him before the 2017 sea-
son and he stands there as a stallion 
now. His first foals were born this year.

Keen Ice –
 Continued from page 56

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special 

and a lot more.

http://fairhilletc.com/
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Every horse starts somewhere, even Saratoga 
superstars. Keeneland Sales helps The Special 
look back at some memorable graded stakes 
winners – and Keeneland graduates – at the Spa. 
We’ll re-connect and dig up some memories.

Abel Tasman
Personal Ensign 2018

BY JOE CLANCY
Abel Tasman’s story could have stopped at one 

of several points, and still been worth telling. Her 
dam, Vargas Girl, died giving birth to her. The 
young foal was rushed to a veterinary clinic that 
night and ultimately raised by a nurse mare.  

She grew up on Kentucky’s Clearsky Farm, 
where her farm co-owner Bernard Cleary called 
her “always straightforward,” and went to 
Keeneland September in 2015 with 4,000 or so 
of her class born the previous year. Clearsky set 
a reasonable reserve of $69,000 and watched the 
bay head for the ring. There were some bids, but 
they stopped at $65,000. 

“We were initially disappointed,” Cleary said. 
“When you bring your horses to the sale you’re 
hoping to sell them. Somebody would have had 
to bid 70 (thousand) to get her, but it turned out 
be a blessing in disguise.”

That last part is in the running for racing’s Un-
derstatement of the Decade.

Clearsky kept the daughter of Quality Road 
and sent her to trainer Simon Callaghan in Cal-
ifornia. Fifth in her debut in August 2016, she 
won her next three including the Grade 1 Starlet 
at Los Alamitos in December. As they do, offers 
came at Clearsky (founded by the late Eamon 
Cleary and now run by his sons Bernard and Ea-
monn) in waves. Big waves.

“We had quite a few people interested in buy-
ing her outright,” said Bernard. “We ultimately 
decided to sell 50 percent. That was not an easy 
thing. We were offered a lot of money to sell all 
of her. She took us on a great ride.”

And the Understatement race gets another en-
try.

Clearsky became partners with China Horse 
Club International, and Abel Tasman targeted big 
things as a 3-year-old. She opened with a second 

to Unique Bella in the Santa Ysabel, was moved 
to trainer Bob Baffert’s barn and was second 
again (to Paradise Woods) in the Grade 1 Santa 
Anita Oaks. 

At Churchill Downs on the first Friday in May, 
Abel Tasman came up with a gem – routing 13 
opponents in the Grade 1 Kentucky Oaks. She 
broke last for Mike Smith, was 16 lengths behind 
after a half-mile, still 9 down after three-quarters 
and won by 1 1/4.

She backed up that effort with two more Grade 
1 scores – in the Acorn at Belmont Park and the 
Coaching Club American Oaks by a head over 
Elate in a sign of things to come at Saratoga, plus 
seconds in the Cotillion and Breeders’ Cup Dis-
taff – to earn champion 3-year-old filly honors.

Not that she was finished. 

Abel Tasman returned as a 4-year-old and was 
fourth in the Grade 1 La Troienne at Churchill 
Downs to start her season. Back in New York, 
she won the Grade 1 Ogden Phipps in a romp 
at Belmont and prevailed in a two-horse donny-
brook with Elate in the Personal Ensign here. 

Third early, Abel Tasman charged to the front 
on the backside –  inside of Farrell and outside 
of She Takes Heart to lead after a half-mile. The 
middle move became something of a calling card 
for the filly, and Smith gave her full credit.

“I’m not going to take away anything that 
comes easy to her, I’m going to just try to get her 
in a nice, happy, comfortable rhythm where I feel 
she’s happy, I know when she’s happy she’s going 

Saratoga Memories, presented by Keeneland, is an ongoing series that looks back  
at some of the top moments from Keeneland Sales graduates among Saratoga’s best racing.

Continued On Page 59 

Tod Marks
Abel Tasman holds off Elate

 in the 2018 Personal Ensign.
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

A Saratoga Tradition Since 1864

For further information, contact:
NSA Director of Racing Bill Gallo at (443) 553-1882.

Final Week Races
Wed., August 28 Allowance hurdle

Thur., August 29 Michael G. Walsh Novice S.

And Belmont Park, too

Wed., September 18     Entenmann Novice S. 

Thur., September 19   Lonesome Glory H. (Gr. 1)
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d 
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Jump Racing Every Saturday at Colonial Downs in Virginia

to run big,” said Smith, when talking strategy last 
year. “It could be last and it could be in front. She’ll 
leave there completely off the bridle but if you pick 
at her, man, she’ll go from 0 to 50, like, now.”

In the Personal Ensign, Abel Tasman had com-
pany as Elate followed the leader around the turn. 
They met at the quarter pole – Abel Tasman inside, 
Elate outside – and locked on. The former drifted 
out. The latter drifted in. There was contact. Abel 
Tasman scored by a neck. Elate’s jockey Jose Ortiz 
claimed foul, with feeling, but the stewards didn’t 

see it his way. Abel Tasman got the nod again. 
Wildly, she heard boos from some fans while in the 
winner’s circle. 

 “Well, you know what, it’s New York man,” 
Baffert said afterward. “You lose your $2 and 
(Elate’s) a hometown filly. That’s just part of it. You 
can’t worry about that. That’s not negative, that’s 
New York.”

The boo birds never questioned Abel Tasman’s 
gameness and if it bothered her, she didn’t let on.

“She’s such a fighter, she doesn’t give up,” Smith 
said after the Personal Ensign. “We would’ve went 
around again, she wasn’t going to let that horse by.”

As good as it was, the Personal Ensign was Abel 
Tasman’s last win as she finished fifth in the Ze-

nyatta at Santa Anita and 11th in the Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff at Churchill to close her career. She 
won eight of 16 starts, finished second four times, 
earned just shy of $2.8 million. She saved one more 
achievement for 2019. China Horse Club and 
Clearsky sent her to the sales ring at Keeneland Jan-
uary, where she brought $5 million as a broodmare 
prospect on a bid by M.V. Magnier. She was bred to 
star stallion Galileo.

Bernard Cleary will watch with interest.
“She’s in Ireland at the moment and it will be 

fun to see her babies hit the track in the future and 
go on a ride with them even if we don’t own them 
anymore,” he said. “We’ll be rooting for her and 
her foals.”

Abel Tasman –
 Continued from page 58

https://www.nationalsteeplechase.com/
https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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Can you train on the turf seven days a week, 365 days a year? 
You can in Camden.

“Springdale has been very good to me. It’s a great place for young horses and proven flat horses.”
– Hall of Fame trainer Jonathan Sheppard

Springdale Training Center
in beautiful Camden, S.C.
Stalls available. 
(803) 432-6513
carolina-cup.org

– Excellent turf gallops, two dirt tracks, miles of trails, starting gate, private barns with turnout paddocks etc.
– Winter home to Hall of Famers, champions, Grade 1 winners, high-class 2-year-olds and other Thoroughbred stars since 1930. 
– Forever Together, Informed Decision, With Anticipation and others trained at Springdale

Anthony McCarthy and his broth-
er John grew up just a couple blocks 
from Saratoga Race Course. 

As boys, the pair couldn’t wait to 
get out of class so they could ride 
down to the Yaddo Gardens and just 
be kids.

“We would get home from school, 
jump on our bikes and ride our bikes 
down and fish at the Yaddo. We did 
that for years as kids,” Anthony Mc-
Carthy said. “Our mother and father 
let us go. We knew the Yaddo like 
the backs of our hands. There’s four 
ponds there. Every once in a while, 
we’d go to the third or fourth pond. 
You’re not supposed to. Never went 
to the mansion, never went up and 
bothered the artists. We were just 
kids, it’s what you do when you’re 

kids; you go ride your bike and go 
fishing.”

Now a Thoroughbred racehorse 
owner and a New York breeder, An-
thony always joked about winning 
the Yaddo, a $150,000 New York-
bred stakes named for the famed 
retreat and one of six stakes on the 
Saratoga Showcase program. McCar-
thy started dreaming when he bred a 
filly that could be a contender for the 
1 1/16-mile turf stakes.

Belle Of The Spa, by Pure Prize out 
of the Devil His Due mare Awakened 
Beauty, was the chestnut who fit the 

SARATOGA SHOWCASE RECAP

Big Dreams
Saratoga native McCarthy
celebrates Yaddo victory Friday

Continued On Page 60 
Tod Marks

Belle Of The Spa sets up shop on the front end early in the Yaddo.

https://www.carolina-cup.org/
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To donate a horse or make a contribution,  

visit www.NEWVOCATIONS.org  

or contact andrea@horseadoption.com  

or call (859) 252-9574.

✓ Top-notch rehabilitation & retraining care
✓ Thorough screening of adopters
✓ Follow-up after adoption
✓ TAA accredited

REHAB. RETRAIN. REHOME.® Serving over 500 horses a year.

NEW VOCATIONSNEW VOCATIONS
Rehab. Retrain. Rehome.®

BOOK 1
8 - 10 OCTOBER

BOOK 2
14 - 16 OCTOBER

BOOK 3
17 - 18 OCTOBER

BOOK 4
18 - 19 OCTOBER

To book your trip, contact Amanda Prior - aprior@greatbritishracing.com  - +44 (0)7471 216 075 - www.greatbritishracinginternational.com

GR.2 
AMERICAN 
TURF STAKES
DIGITAL AGE
325,000 GUINEAS

GR.1 
BREEDERS’ CUP

JUVENILE FILLIES TURF
NEWSPAPEROFRECORD

200,000 GUINEAS

http://www.greatbritishracing.com/
http://www.newvocations.org/
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Curlin’s Legacy wins the finale 

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales
Donna Freyer

Camden, SC
803-243-4848

djfreyer@bellsouth.net
www.customcareequine.com

Donna Freyer    P. O. Box 2254   Camden, SC 29020   
 (803) 243-4848   www.customcareequine.com

Congratulations 
 to longtime clients  

NEWMAN RACING
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bill. Awakened Beauty won two 
races for McCarthy and trainer Bruce 
Brown in 2011, but physical issues 
forced her retirement. McCarthy bred 
her, seeking to replicate her best traits.

“She had an incredible heart. She 
didn’t have the body to hold up the 
desire,” McCarthy said. “We said, 
‘OK, we’ll breed her to some stallion 
that will give good foundation and if 
we get her heart, maybe we can get 
something.’ It worked out perfectly. 
This filly has her mother’s heart.”

Belle Of The Spa made it to the 
Yaddo Friday and put her heart on 
display. In her third start this season 
after recovering from minor surgery 
last year, Belle Of The Spa set the pace 
under Dylan Davis and despite being 
headed by Munchkin Money in the 
stretch, dug in at the rail. She extend-
ed and denied her foe, grinding out 
a neck win in 1:43.75 at 31-1. She’s 
now 4-for-11 with $224,697.

“We’ve targeted the race for a year. 
Really, for a year,” McCarthy said. 
“We got her out of training last Sep-

tember. She needed minor surgery on 
one of her legs. She had a very small 
break, so we sent her away and had 
her get that surgery and gave her the 
time to rest up.”

Belle Of The Spa won her return in 
a state-bred optional going 7 furlongs 
at Belmont June 12, but was only 
sixth in a Saratoga allowance July 
31. McCarthy persisted and wheeled 
back in the Yaddo.

“(Bruce) brought her back nice 
and slow. She won her first race back 
very nicely,” McCarthy said. “She ran 
in open company a couple weeks ago 
and I don’t think it was the open com-
pany, I just don’t think she was ready 
that day. 

“She does not quit. When she’s 
right, she does not quit,” McCarthy 
said. “There’s lots of races at Saratoga 
named after Saratoga landmarks. That 
means a lot to me. To win a race named 
after a Saratoga landmark that I spent 
so much of my youth at, that’s a big 
deal. I’ve been pointing for this race. 
We pointed for a couple other New 
York-bred races years ago that just 
didn’t pan out, but we finally got one.” 

– Brandon Valvo
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Newly Minted strolls home in the Fleet Indian.
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• Ara Aprahamian didn’t make it 
to Saratoga Friday, opting to spend 
the weekend at home with his daugh-
ter before she returns to the University 
of Michigan. He had to like what he 
saw on TV, however, as Newly Mint-
ed, owned by the Beach Haven Thor-
oughbreds syndicate he founded with 
John Sakkos, romped to a 9-length 
win in the $200,000 Fleet Indian for 
New York-bred 3-year-old fillies. 

It was the fourth win in five starts 
for the $110,000 purchase at the 
2018 OBS April sale, the only blem-
ish a third in the New York Stallion 
Stakes on the turf at Belmont June 23.

“I hate talking about that,” win-
ning trainer Linda Rice said when 
asked about trying the grass after three 
straight easy wins on the dirt. “Turf 
was the best opportunity in front of 
us at the time, she had breezed well 
on turf and the Central Bankers were 
running well on the turf. She clearly 
did not like it. We figured what’s done 
is done.”

The other five fillies in the Fleet In-
dian were well done once Jose Lezca-
no stepped on the gas, taking the lead 
midway on the far turn and enjoying 
a leisurely jaunt down the stretch 
with no threat in sight.

“The filly trained so well and she 
has good conformation, so I was pret-
ty confident she would get the (9-fur-
long) distance,” Rice said of the first 
foray around two turns. 

She admitted she wasn’t thrilled 
when Lezcano was sitting off very 
quick fractions of :22.99 and :46.66, 
but her trepidation was short-lived.

“We left it up to Jose,” Rice said. 
“He did a beautiful job getting her in 
position on the first turn.”

The win was worth $115,500, 
bringing Newly Minted’s career earn-
ings to $346,300 for Beach Haven, a 
partnership named for a town on the 
Jersey Shore where Aprahamian and 
Sakkos vacation with their families. 
In less than two years, Beach Haven 
has won seven of 14 starts with an-
other four on-the-board finishes, in-
cluding Uncle Benny’s second in last 
year’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf.

“We’re really enthusiastic,” said 
Aprahamian, who also campaigns 
horses on his own. “We’re looking to 
get more people involved in the sport 

we love. Being with Linda makes it 
easy. This horse has been great for us. 
Let’s hope the best is yet to come.” 

– Paul Halloran 

• Leo Durocher probably wouldn’t 
have cashed on the Seeking The Ante 
Stakes Friday at Saratoga.

Durocher is famous for his “Nice 
guys finish last” crack directed at 
the rival New York Giants when he 
was the Brooklyn Dodgers manager. 
Nice Guys finished first Friday in the 
$200,000 stakes for state-bred 2-year-
old fillies, as Fierce Lady, owned by 
the partnership of Nice Guys Stables 
and Steve Hornstock, outlasted Time 
Limit by a neck.

Fierce Lady, a $725,000 RNA at 
the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July hors-
es of racing age sale, turned the tables 
on My Italian Rabbi, who had nosed 
her out in the Stillwater Stakes July 
18. The daughter of Competitive 
Edge broke last in the six-horse field, 
forcing Javier Castellano to play the 
rating game.

“We weren’t expecting her to be 
able to rate the way she did,” said 

Steve Spielman, the proprietor of 
Nice Guys Stables. 

Time Limit spurted to the lead, 
followed by My Italian Rabbi, Vio-
lent Point on the rail and Wharf Cat, 
while Castellano took the Dermot 
Magner-trained Fierce Lady to the 
outside and bided his time. He moved 
up to third turning for home and took 
the lead by a head at the top of the 
stretch. 

Spielman started Nice Guys three 
years ago and within a year was in 
the Breeders’ Cup with Piedi Bianchi, 
who finished fifth in the 2017 Juvenile 
Fillies. He and Hornstock are from 
New York City, working in the solar 
industry and real estate, respectively.

“The real estate is my real job,” 
Hornstock said. “The buildings allow 
me to play with the horses.”

The winner’s purse of $110,000 
brought Fierce Lady’s career earnings 
to $164,100. 

– Paul Halloran 
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Funny Guy (right) holds off Bankit in the Albany.
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• Ha. Ha. Ha.
Randy Hill and his Gatsas Stables 

partners had plenty to smile about, 
parlaying a win by Three Jokers in 
a maiden special weight with Funny 
Guy’s victory in the $250,000 Alba-
ny Stakes for New York-bred 3-year-
olds.

“Big day,” a smiling Hill said in the 
winner’s circle after the Albany. “His 
half-brother won the fourth and he 
won this. Three Jokers and a Funny 
Guy. How’s that?”

The Albany was no laughing mat-
ter, as Rajiv Maragh made a move 
at the top of the stretch that turned 
out to be perfectly timed, taking the 
lead and barely holding off a hard-
charging Bankit. Hill had no doubt 
about which connections would be 
getting their picture taken after the 
photo finish.

“I was already out of my chair,” he 
said of the beginning of his trek to the 
winner’s circle. “There was no doubt. 
We were high-fiving.”

Funny Guy entered the race off 
three consecutive second-place finish-
es, including two in New York-bred 
turf stakes.

“With the New York Stallion Se-
ries, you’ve got to take a shot on 
turf,” Hill said. “We always knew 
he’d be better on dirt.”

The win was worth $144,375, 
bringing Funny Guy’s career earnings 
to $389,645.

Asked if he was concerned about 
the stretch-out to 9 furlongs, an eighth 
of a mile longer than Funny Guy had 
ever run (and 2 furlongs longer than 
he had run on dirt), Hill quipped, 
“Not after today.”

Funny Guy was fifth down the 
backstretch, chasing Not That Brady, 
with whom Hill is also part of the 
ownership. Maragh kept him about 3 
lengths off the lead, on the rail, before 
swinging wide turning for home. He 
had just enough to hold off Bankit, 
who missed by a head.

“The trip went really good,” Mar-
agh said. “He broke well and I want-
ed to establish a good spot. The race 
developed nicely.”

The win gave John Terranova a 
training double as he also saddled 
Three Jokers. 

“It looked like he wanted more 

ground all along,” Terranova said of 
the son of Big Brown and the Distort-
ed Humor mare Heavenly Humor. “A 
mile-and-an-eighth is a whole differ-
ent game. He’s not truly a grass horse, 
but he tolerated it. That set him up.”

Terranova said Funny Guy, who 
relishes his time with the feed tub, is a 
barn favorite.

“We call him Chubby,” he said. 
“He loves to eat. He’s a real character. 
Everyone loves him.”

And that’s no joke. 
– Paul Halloran 

• Although Linda Rice scratched 
Voodoo Song from the $150,000 
West Point Stakes, plenty of speed re-
mained in the 1 1/16-mile turf stakes. 
Everyonelovesjames and Mo Maver-
ick left their competition behind only 
a few seconds after the field broke 
from the gate.

Luis Saez restrained Mo Maver-
ick and allowed Everyonelovesjames 
and Eric Cancel to take the lead going 
into the first turn. After a quarter in 
:23.03, Everyoneslovesjames was 2 
lengths in front of Mo Maverick and 
it was 8 lengths back to Therapist in 
third.

The horses heavily backed in the 
betting – Therapist, Offering Plan and 
Dot Matrix – all settled far off the 
strong pace. Everyonelovesjames still 
had the lead at the sixteenth pole but 
was soon joined by those three rivals 
and the four state-breds were lined 
up for a brief moment before Offer-
ing Plan surged to win the $150,000 
stakes by a neck.

“He’s an old warrior. He’s won 
every year since he was 2 years old, 
including his first start as a 2-year-old 
here at Saratoga,” owner Mike Dubb 
said. “You don’t know if they’re los-
ing a step. He owes us nothing. He 
got the pace setup he needed and he’s 
got class and that’s why his head was 
in front of everybody else at the finish.

“He normally is a horse that wants 
to be clear on the outside. When I saw 
he wasn’t clear, I thought we might be 
in trouble but his class just carried 
him through.”

Chad Brown trains the 7-year-old 
who has now earned $863,973 for 
Mike Dubb, Sol Kumin’s Nantuck-
et Thoroughbred Partners, Michael 
Caruso’s Bethlehem Stables and Gary 
Aisquith.

Javier Castellano has ridden Of-
fering Plan in every start since May 
2017 and guided the tough veteran to 

the win, the fifth stakes score in his 
career.

“I’m very proud of him and the 
way he did it today,” Castellano said. 
“He’s an amazing horse and a real 
pro. He knows what he’s doing and 
always tries really hard. I’ve fallen 
in love with this horse. I’ve been rid-
ing him for so many years, he always 
shows up. He’s always in the money, 
one-two-three. He never gives up.”

Offering Plan was a neck clear of 
Dot Matrix who finished a length 
ahead of Therapist. 

– Ben Gowans

• Dean Reeves felt more nervous 
before the Funny Cide Stakes than 
before any race in recent memory. 
City Man, who Reeves owns in part-
nership with Peter and Patty Searles, 
entered the $200,000 stakes off a 
3-length maiden win here July 18, in-
spiring Reeves to dream big. 

“When you have a nice 2-year-old, 
they have to step up and show you 
that they can beat this kind of group 
to go further,” Reeves said. “I was re-
ally anxious and nervous, was he as 
good as I thought he was?”

The public showed more confi-

dence than nervousness in City Man, 
betting the Christophe Clement train-
ee to favoritism at 2-1 off his debut 
victory and a 5-furlong bullet work 
in 1:02.51 on the Oklahoma Aug. 15. 
City Man delivered on Reeves’ hopes 
and bettors’ expectations when he 
won the 6 1/2-furlong stakes by 4 3/4 
lengths in 1:16.93.

Although City Man came from 
off the pace in his 5-furlong debut, 
he stalked pacesetter Bull Of Bayern 
before taking the lead under a drive 
at the furlong pole. Ridden out to the 
finish by Joel Rosario, City Man won 
going away. The colt is now 2-for-2 
with $152,900 earned.

“For him to do that was really 
great,” Reeves said. “He showed that 
he can go further, which is what we 
needed to see today. At some point, 
we’ve got to step out into open com-
pany and whether that’s sooner or lat-
er, I don’t know. Right now, we prob-
ably ought to stick in, let him mature 
on these New York races and see what 
he looks like later in the fall.”

Reeves paid $185,000 for City 
Man at the 2019 OBS April sale. A 
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son of Reeves’ Breeders’ Cup Classic 
winner Mucho Macho Man, Reeves 
blew past his budget on the dark bay 
colt. City Man is Reeves’ first success-
ful New York-bred, but could have 
company in the future as the owner 
bought four at the recent yearling 
sales in Saratoga.

“Obviously, I like all Mucho Ma-
cho Mans. I take a look at all of those 
and there’s been several good ones I 
let slip away,” Reeves said. “I want-
ed some New York-breds because it’s 
such a great program and since we’re 
going to be up here so much. We nar-
rowed it down to four horses that we 
looked at that were New York-breds. 
If I’m going to buy one, I’m going to 
buy a Mucho Macho Man. He’s mak-
ing me look pretty good right now.

“It was funny. Everybody told 
me I’d probably be able to buy him 
for $75,000. There were a lot more 
people on him than I thought. I don’t 
follow instructions well when I’m 
bidding. I just said, ‘OK, I’m going 
to buy this horse.’ I’m really happy. 
Sometimes it works out.”

- Brandon Valvo

• The first two races of Saratoga 
Showcase were won by come-from-
behind double-digit-odds runners on 
the grass. The first went to 10-1 shot 
Ava K’s Girl and the second to 13-1 
Catorat.

Joel Rosario settled Ava K’s Girl 
along the rail, trailing by as much 
as 8 lengths behind a quick :21.74 
opening quarter of the opener for 
2-year-old maiden fillies going 5 1/2 
furlongs. The first-time starter was 
still fourth coming into the stretch 
but swung three wide to the outside 
and managed to put away runner-up 
Single Verse by a neck at the wire.

“Believe me, we were screaming 
back there,” said Dan Hayden, who 
works for the filly’s co-owner and 
co-breeder Howard Kaskel’s Sugar 
Maple Farm. “There’s no one better 
than Rosario when he gets to the out-
side and starts chasing down the pace. 
Which he did.”

Kaskel and longtime friend Lew-
is Rapaport also bred and raced the 
winner’s dam Ava K. She won five of 
eight and earned $201,467.

“We’ve been working her down 

at Belmont on the dirt,” said Ava K’s 
Girl’s trainer Michelle Nevin. “The 
track’s a little deeper there so some-
times the works don’t look so good 
on paper, but they looked good to 
me.”

Catorat and jockey Eric Cancel 
needed every bit of the 1 1/16 miles of 
the second to catch runner-up Waynes 
Footsteps by the least part of a nose 
at the wire. Catorat closed from last 
to win the turf maiden for 3-year-olds 
and up.

“Eric knows the horse,” said win-
ning trainer David Donk. “He was on 
him in both his first two races and a 
couple of times in the morning. He 
gave him a great ride. We knew it 
would be a challenge because it’s a 
step up in class, but he took a big step 
forward.”

The 3-year-old son of Courageous 
Cat is owned by Ochre House Stable 
and Boston Boyz Racing. He hadn’t 
been out since a second in a $40,000 
state-bred maiden claimer June 15. 

“Our biggest problem coming 
in was that, because of the weather 
lately, we had difficulty getting him a 
race,” said Ochre House Stable’s Alan 
Zuna, who’s been in the business for 
60 years and owner of a house on 
Fifth Avenue in Saratoga Springs. “We 
weren’t sure how the two months off 
would affect him. The win’s great for 
our stable. We’ve got 30 investors 
and a half dozen horses. And winning 
at Saratoga on New York Showcase 
Day, this is what everyone dreams of. 
This is definitely worth celebrating.”

Elizabeth Conroy, who bred the 
gelding out of the 11-time-winning 
Wheaton mare Starship Wonder, also 
celebrated the victory with the win-
ning connections. She sold the horse 
privately as a 2-year-old to his current 
connections.

“Well, he was certainly the best 
looking horse in the paddock,” she 
said with pride. “But there was the 
layoff and he was the only horse go-
ing up in class and I worried about 
the tight turns on the inner turf.”

– Terry Hill

• Curlin’s Legacy ran with his head 
looking toward the grandstand in the 
11th, but might have of just had his 
eye on the winner’s circle. The 4-year-
old Curlin gelding broke his maiden 
and gave trainer Pat Kelly his first win 
of the meet in the nightcap. 

Trained at 2 and 3 by Jeremiah 
Englehart, Adam Madkour’s Curlin 
Legacy wintered with Donna Freyer 

in Camden, S.C., to work out some 
quirks. He made his third start for 
Kelly Friday, after off-the-board fin-
ishes at Belmont and Saratoga.

“Nice horse, but kind of goofy,” 
said Kelly. “He runs with his head 
sideways, but he’s running. He’s done 
fine, they sent him to South Caroli-
na for the winter and he’s come back 
much better. I had a whole lot of in-
structions from Donna how to handle 
all that, but it’s manageable. He’s got 
some talent and he’s a little quirky.” 

After a poor finish in a start tak-
en off the turf at the beginning of the 
meet July 12, Kelly decided to stick to 
grass with the gelding and hoped the 
finale would stay on. Junior Alvarado 
rode the winner. 

“Junior did a great job, got him 
out in the clear,” Kelly said. “Thank 
God it ran on the grass or we would 
have had to scratch after how he ran 
on the dirt his last start. It’s turf and 
turf only from here on out. We’ll head 
back to Belmont and get a nice, long 
race into him. He looks like he could 
run all day.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 
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Curlin’s Legacy and Junior Alvarado deliver for Pat Kelly.
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TRAINERS........................... 1ST
Chad Brown...................................28
Todd Pletcher.................................13
Christophe Clement........................11
Jeremiah Englehart........................10
Steve Asmussen..............................9
Danny Gargan..................................9
Bill Mott...........................................9
Linda Rice........................................9
Jason Servis....................................9
Mark Casse......................................8
Graham Motion................................8

JOCKEYS............................ 1ST
Jose Ortiz.......................................48
Irad Ortiz Jr. ..................................39
Javier Castellano............................31
Luis Saez........................................29
Joel Rosario...................................26
Junior Alvarado..............................19
Jose Lezcano.................................19
Manny Franco................................14
Ricardo Santana Jr.........................13
Kendrick Carmouche......................12
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Friday August 23.
FIRST $78,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5	 Ava K’s Girl	 J. Rosario	 $23.60	 $9.30	 $6.60
9	 Single Verse	 T. Gaffalione		  $5.10	 $3.90
4	 Stretchthestory	 J. Alvarado			   $5.60
Ch Filly 2017, by Giant’s Causeway - Ava K. by Dixie Union
Owner: Sugar Maple Farm and Rapaport, H. Lewis. 
Trainer: Michelle Nevin. Time: 1:03.77. Breeder: Sugar Maple Farm & 
H. Lewis Rapaport (NY). Late Scratches: Tales I Winit, Moana’s Tale, 
Bellamy Bigs, Keypit, Eli Rocks, Rewarded. Exacta (5-9), $52.50; Su-
perfecta (5-9-4-7), $154.65; Trifecta (5-9-4), $170.25

2ND $78,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3&UP, 1 1/16M
2	 Catorat	 E. Cancel	 $28.20	 $9.00	 $5.90
4	 Waynes Footsteps	 L. Saez		  $4.60	 $3.30
3	 Crazy Life	 J. Castellano			   $4.00
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2016, by Courageous Cat - Starship Wonder by 
Wheaton. Owner: Ochre House Stable and Boston Boyz Racing. 
Trainer: David Donk. Breeder: Elisabeth Conroy (NY).
Late Scratches: Masterprize, Overland.  Time: 1:44.05
Daily Double (5-2), $188.00; Exacta (2-4), $87.25; Quinella (2-4), 
$35.00; Superfecta (2-4-3-5), $171.80; Trifecta (2-4-3), $242.00

3RD $200,000, NY-BRED STAKES - FLEET INDIAN  3 YO, 1 1/8M
2	 Newly Minted	 J. Lezcano	 $4.30	 $2.80	 $2.50
6	 Kid Is Frosty	 I. Ortiz, Jr.		  $3.50	 $2.80
3	 Elegant Zip	 M. Franco			   $5.10
B Filly 2016, by Central Banker - Newbie by Bernardini
Owner: Beach Haven Thoroughbreds LLC. Trainer: Linda Rice. 
Breeder: Chester Broman & Mary R. Broman (NY). Time: 1:50.63
Daily Double (2-2), $48.00; Exacta (2-6), $8.10; Superfecta (2-6-3-4), 
$16.35; Trifecta (2-6-3), $26.75; Pic 3 (5-2-2), $434.50

FOURTH $78,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2, 5 1/2F
9	 Three Jokers	 L. Saez	 $6.00	 $4.20	 $3.50
6	 Tapizearance	 M. Franco		  $9.70	 $6.30
8	 Scilly Cay	 J. Ortiz			   $3.40
B Colt 2017, by Twirling Candy - Heavenly Humor by Distorted Humor
Owner: Gatsas Stables, R. A. Hill Stable and Swick Stable. 
Trainer: John Terranova II. Breeder: Hibiscus Stable (NY).
Late Scratches: Sir Ludlow, Stone Hearted. Time: 1:04.39
Daily Double (2-9), $9.40; Exacta (9-6), $47.25; Quinella (6-9), 
$30.25; Superfecta (9-6-8-10), $108.35; Trifecta (9-6-8), $88.62; Pic 
3 (2-2-9), $220.25

FIFTH $150,000, NY-BRED STAKES - YADDO S., 3 & UP, 1 1/16M
4	 Belle of the Spa	 D. Davis	 $64.00	 $19.00	 $6.50
6	 Munchkin Money	 J. Alvarado		  $3.60	 $2.70
9	 Kreesie	 J. Ortiz			   $3.60
Ch Mare 2014, by Pure Prize - Awakened Beauty by Devil His Due
Owner: McCarthy, Anthony, P.. Trainer: Bruce Brown. 
Breeder: Anthony P. McCarthy (NY). Late Scratches: Take Charge 
Aubrey, Fifty Five, Out of Orbit. Time: 1:43.75. Daily Double (9-4), 
$110.25; Exacta (4-6), $108.00; Superfecta (4-6-9-3), $107.90; Tri-
fecta (4-6-9), $285.00; Pic 3 (2-9-4), $379.50; Pic 4 (2-2-7/9/11-4), 
$6,483.75; Pic 5 (5-2-2-7/9/11-4), $153,864.00

SIXTH $80,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
12	 Call Me Harry	 T. Gaffalione	 $6.00	 $3.90	 $3.30
5	 Preferred Outcome	 J. Rodriguez		  $9.80	 $6.00
10	 Bourbon Mission	 I. Ortiz, Jr.			   $3.60
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2016, by Street Sense - Call Me Swift by Bernardini
Owner: Newtown Anner Stud. Trainer: Kelsey Danner. 
Breeder: Newtown Anner Stud (NY). Late Scratches: Bears Mafia, 
Bassman Dave, Brockmoninoff. Time: 1:02.57
Daily Double (4-12), $187.75; Exacta (12-5), $38.00; Superfecta (12-
5-10-7), $194.15; Trifecta (12-5-10), $107.37; Pic 3 (9-4-12), $430.00

SEVENTH $200,000, NY-BRED STAKES - SEEKING THE ANTE S., 2, 6 1/2F
5	 Fierce Lady	 J. Castellano	 $4.20	 $3.10	 $2.30
3	 Time Limit	 I. Ortiz, Jr.		  $7.00	 $3.40
6	 My Italian Rabbi	 L. Saez			   $2.50
Dk B/ Br Filly 2017, by Competitive Edge - Anjorie by A. P Jet
Owner: Nice Guys Stables and Hornstock, Steve. 
Trainer: Dermot Magner. Breeder: Sugar Maple Farm (NY).
Time: 1:16.73
Daily Double (12-5), $7.80; Exacta (5-3), $23.90; Superfecta (5-3-6-
1), $11.15; Trifecta (5-3-6), $23.25; Pic 3 (4-12-5), $479.50

EIGHTH $200,000, NY-BRED STAKES - FUNNY CIDE S., 2 YO, 6 1/2F
3	 City Man	 J. Rosario	 $6.50	 $3.80	 $2.80
7	 Cleon Jones	 J. Vargas, Jr.		  $4.60	 $3.20
9	 Listentoyourheart	 M. Franco			   $3.50
Dk B/ Br Colt 2017, by Mucho Macho Man - City Scamper by City Zip
Owner: Reeves Thoroughbred Racing, Searles, Peter and Searles, Patty. 
Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Moonstar Farm (NY). Time: 1:16.93
Daily Double (5-3), $8.40; Exacta (3-7), $17.10; Superfecta (3-7-9-6), 
$47.65; Trifecta (3-7-9), $30.87; Pic 3 (12-5-3), $22.70

NINTH $150,000, NY-BRED STAKES - WEST POINT S. PRESENTED 
BY TRUSTCO BANK, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3	 Offering Plan	 J. Castellano	 $6.40	 $3.10	 $2.40
8	 Dot Matrix	 J. Rosario		  $3.90	 $2.80
1	 Therapist	 I. Ortiz, Jr.			   $2.70
Dk B/ Br Horse 2012, by Spring At Last - Rosalie Road by Street Cry (IRE)
Owner: Dubb, M., Nantucket Thoroughbred Partners, Bethlehem Sta-
bles, Aisquith, G. Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: C. W. Swann & Cygnet 
Farm (NY). Late Scratches: Voodoo Song. Time: 1:41.18
Daily Double (3-3), $8.60; Exacta (3-8), $10.30; Superfecta (3-8-1-6), 
$10.82; Trifecta (3-8-1), $10.35; Pic 3 (5-3-3), $24.90

TENTH $250,000, NY-BRED STAKES - ALBANY S., 3 YO, 1 1/8M
6	 Funny Guy	 R. Maragh	 $17.00	 $7.80	 $5.40
2	 Bankit	 R. Santana, Jr.		  $4.20	 $3.00
9	 Doups Point	 J. Rosario			   $5.10
B Colt 2016, by Big Brown - Heavenly Humor by Distorted Humor
Owner: Gatsas Stables, R. A. Hill Stable and Swick Stable. 
Trainer: John Terranova II. Breeder: Hibiscus Stable (NY).
Late Scratches: Make Motime. Time: 1:49.35
Daily Double (3-6), $31.50; Exacta (6-2), $38.25; Superfecta (6-2-
9-7), $125.65; Trifecta (6-2-9), $184.50; Consolation Double (3-4), 
$3.15; Pic 3 (3-3-6), $129.50;  (3-3-4), $9.20; Grand slam (3/5/6-
3/7/9-1/3/7/8-6), $19.90

11TH $48,000 MDN CLM ($40,000) NY-BRED, 1 3/16M TURF
11	 Curlin’s Legacy	 J. Alvarado	 15.60	 4.90	 3.40
2	 Wacky Pal	 J. Ortiz		  3.10	 2.80
8	 Icey Cash	 T. Gaffalione			   11.40
Ch. g. 2015, Curlin-Spa City Princess, Roaring Fever. 
Owner: Adam Madkour. Trainer: Pat Kelly. 
Time: 1:56.77. Breeder: SSW Stable (NY).
Exacta $27.25. Trifecta $240.25. Superfecta $201.45. Double $62.25. 
Pick 3 $368. Pick 4 $672.25. Pick 5 $2,124. Pick 6 Jackpot $1,907.90. 
Jackpot carryover $119,098. Consolation Pick 3 $34.50, $2.90, 
$34.50. Consolation Double $7.80.

Paid Attendance: 29,566
On Track Handle: $5,052,656
All Sources Handle: $19,125,011.65 

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

http://fairhillfoundation.org/turf/
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Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

1 32

4 5 7

8

SARATOGA RESULTS PHOTOS	 BY TOD MARKS AND DAVE HARMON
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You Need Us!

An online business solution for 
Thoroughbred Professionals

Contact TRACY ATTFIELD   
(954) 647-3220  •  TLORE.NET

Used by the best  
horsemen in the game!TL

TLore
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http://www.msek.com/
https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner

(571) 355-3399
BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

( 5 1 8 )  4 8 8 - 7 9 5 0

P R I O R I T I Z E 
Y O U R S E L F

S W E D I S H H I L L F A R M A N D S P A . C O M

SuzyHaslup_Saratoga_BC_July2019.qxp_Layout 1  7/16/19  7:34 P

TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other benefi ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Sean Clancy
302 545 7713
sean@thisishorseracing.com

Riverdee Stable & Clancy Bloodstock

Graded stakes winners on 
the flat and over jumps.

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

The first one I remember watching, really watch-
ing, was 1982. Joey and I finished watering off at the 
barn and drove the farm truck to the racing office 
at Delaware Park. There, we watched the Travers. 
It was the first time we had watched a race from an-
other track at a track. We walked past shiny white 
trailers in the parking lot. Somebody said something 
about simulcast trucks, whatever that meant. 

We watched from the racing office. Just a few 
diehards.

The Kentucky Derby winner, the Preakness win-
ner, the Belmont winner, Lejoli, a horse who ran 
every Saturday and a Canadian shipper. Yeah, you 
know what happened, Jeffrey Fell galvanized Run-
away Groom to sweep past Gato Del Sol, Aloma’s 
Ruler, Conquistador Cielo (and Lejoli). 

I’m sure I watched previous editions of the Tra-
vers but that was the one that burrowed and held. I 
watched the next 18, either live or by simulcast. In 
2001, we began writing about the Travers in The 
Special. 

They go like this.
The first was Point Given. The big horse from 

California stood on his hind legs in the morning just 
because he could, awing us with his power, his bra-
zenness. The day before, I conjured up the nerve to 
ask Gary Stevens if we could chat. He asked how 
much time I needed, I stammered, “Only a min-
ute or two.” We sat atop a picnic table outside the 
jocks’ room and talked horses, my tape recorder ran 
out of tape. It was the first moment I felt The Special 
might have a place here. The Travers recap came 
easy after that. 

Medaglia d’Oro dominated the Travers build-
up the following year, winning the Jim Dandy and 
holding off Repent in the slop 20 days later. I had 
just begun to chip away at Bobby Frankel’s veneer. 

Wally Dollase and Ten Most Wanted graced 
the Travers in 2003. A kind man. A cool horse. I 
remember his quote, “I like horses. I take care of 

them. My kids like them. I had a breeding farm for 
15 years and the kids were raised there. We love 
horses, we love animals, we like dogs, cats, we have 
all of them.”

Birdstone. The lede said it all. The first raindrop 
fell at 5:57. The seven Travers runners went in the 
gate at 6:21 – in virtual darkness. Rain pelted down, 
the skies were Ichabod Crane-dark, the infield foun-
tain was blowing sideways. And 2:02.45 later, the 
Belmont Stakes, run 12 weeks earlier, suddenly got 
easier to take. 

Todd Pletcher won his first the following year. 
Flower Alley, if you’ve forgotten.

Bernardini came next. Crushed them. Javier Cas-
tellano’s first. 

In 2007, Street Sense wore down Grasshopper. 
Calvin Borel offered our favorite quote ever printed 
in The Special. “Me and my agent, we’ve been up 
and we’ve been down but we’ve always been con-
sistent.” 

A year later, Colonel John and Mambo In Seattle 
landed on the line together. It was the first time I 
had bet big in the Travers. When Robby Albarado 
pumped his fist, I patted my pocket, the reassurance 
of the bet. When I watched the replay, I swallowed 
hard and fought to not allow that feeling into the 
story. Years later, when Garrett Gomez faded away, 
I thought back to that photo and was glad he got 
his Travers. 

Summer Bird. I had almost forgotten Summer 
Bird won the Travers. Where have you gone, Tim 
Ice?

I watched Afleet Express with Jimmy Jerkens 
at the big screen in the clubhouse. Joey called The 
Chief after the race, he was crying, of course. 

Stay Thirsty was workmanlike in 2011. Pletcher, 
two. Castellano, three.

In 2012, Ken McPeek and Kiaran McLaughlin 
waited for the photo from the clubhouse stairs. A 
woman lost her shoe, a dead heat was announced, 
Joey and I came back to the office with notes and 
quotes, somehow, making sense of a shocker.

A year later, Bas Nichol walked back to the test 
barn with Will Take Charge. At last, the longtime 
assistant for D. Wayne Lukas’ had a day to make it 
all worth it. 

In 2014, I watched V. E. Day nail Wicked Strong 
from the same place I watched Afleet Express. Jerk-
ens twisted in turmoil over a photo finish that, in his 
mind, couldn’t stand to have a loser. 

American Pharoah. Somehow, I wound up with 
Bob Baffert, walking out of the paddock, through 
the box seats and into the glass-enclosed box across 
the finish line. It was a perfect vantage point until 
it wasn’t. I heard Baffert say, ‘I knew I should have 
gone to Parx…” as I slipped out the door looking 
for Dale Romans. 

In 2016, I watched from the big screen with a 
couple of trainers with runners. By the time the field 
hit the turn, there was only one runner. I ran up the 
stairs and wedged between Baffert and Juddmonte’s 
Dr. John Chandler. Baffert explained the business 
model of Thoroughbred racing. “This one’s going 
to pay for all the other bums we bought.” 

West Coast continued Baffert’s role in 2017. Gary 
West talked about why he became a racing fan, why 
he likes horse racing. He didn’t sound anything like 
the owner who lost the Derby this year. 

In the paddock before the 2018 Travers, Jona-
than Thomas explained his assertive plans for Cath-
olic Boy. He broke from post 11, angled over and 
won by 4. I used to share a bench with Thomas in 
the jocks’ room. He had made it big. 

As for this year, our 19th, the 150th in history, 
enjoy the ride. 

Replays cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special 

and a lot more.

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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MONDAY,  SEP TEMBER 9 -  SUNDAY,  SEP TEMBER 2 2

CATALOG AVAILABLE AT SEPTEMBER.KEENELAND.COM

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

2 0 18
CATHOLIC BOY

2 017
WEST COAST

2 016
ARROGATE

2 015
KEEN ICE

2 014
V.E. DAY

2 013
WILL TAKE 

CHARGE

2 0 12
GOLDEN  
TICKET

2 0 11
STAY THIRSTY

2 0 10
AFLEET 

EXPRESS

TR AVERS SUCCESS 
STARTS AT KEENELAND
THE L A S T NINE EDI T IONS OF THE T R AV ER S (G1)  

H AV E BEEN WON BY K EENEL A ND S A LES GR A DUATES

http://september.keeneland.com/


5X GRADE 1-WINNING MILLIONAIRE
CHAMPION OLDER HORSE

ACCELERATE
Lookin At Lucky - Issues, by Awesome Again

lanesend.com  
t: 859.873.7300

https://www.lanesend.com/



