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Barclay Tagg Stable Tour
Sheppard Stakes Preview
Wednesday Handicapping

Category 2
Star mare Got Stormy wins second Fourstardave
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Curvy.

The Fourstardave field (including winner
Got Stormy, fourth from right) cuts the corner Saturday.

NAMES OF THE DAY

Here&There...in Saratoga
BASEBALL AMERICA
– Report on the pennant race from Miles Clancy
“The Phillies have the easiest schedule. The Cubs tore
themselves apart. The Braves went on a charge. The team
with the best record is the Giants, all the old guys went on
a big run and they found some young pitchers in the gutter,
I don’t know where else they would find them. The Dodgers
have the best team when healthy. The White Sox have the
best team, they have the best two relievers, like the 1990
Cincinnati Reds.
“The Rays are playing really well, I don’t know how, because they don’t have any starting pitchers. The Reds are
going crazy, they are chasing the Padres. The Yankees got
Anthony Rizzo and Joey Gallo and now they are going on
a run. The Mets, they are a little like the Phillies in 2019,
they made big improvements but you go up and down their
schedule and you’re asking where the production is coming from and they have a tough schedule. It depends on

The

whether the Dodgers players get healthy, if they do it’ll be
Dodgers/White Sox if they don’t it will be Brewers/White
Sox. Have you heard about the Brewers? They have the
best rotation in the league. It’s hard to argue with the White
Sox, they have the best offense, the second best starting
pitching and best relief pitching. They will win it all.”

Shine, fifth race Wednesday. The
Gainesway Stable and LNJ Foxwoods
2-year-old filly is out of On Reflection.
Stand Up Comic, ninth race Wednesday. Cash Is King and LC Racing’s 2-yearold filly is by Practical Joke.
She’s A Black Belt, first race Thursday. The 5-year-old mare is
out of Karate Gal.

BY THE NUMBERS
1: Kentucky Derby-winning owner buzzing through traffic
on a bicycle down East Avenue Sunday afternoon.
3 and 3: Boats and bikes on a minivan leaving town Sunday
evening.

Recidivist, fourth race Friday. We did this a few weeks ago but
it’s still good. Lawrence Roman’s 3-year-old colt is by Into Mischief out of Again.
Scotto and Scotty, seventh race Friday. Good luck John Imbriale.

3: Of 14 yearlings lying down at a New York-bred consignment Sunday morning
18: Bags of cans/bottles to be recycled outside Barclay
Tagg’s barn Saturday morning
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Here&There...in Saratoga
T-SHIRTS OF THE DAY
Dad Joke Legend.
Bob Is Bob Spelled Backwards.

WORTH REPEATING
“Are we done? Good.”

Fasig-Tipton’s Boyd Browning Jr. finishing up another
presale interview with The Special Friday afternoon

“I got all the letters, they’re just not in the right order.”
The Special’s Joe Clancy on a cover headline
“Are you making a Got Stormy version of that?”
Fan pointing at Saturday’s paper in The Special’s box Sunday; yes here it is
“Seems so boring.”

Carolyn Conley, about leaving Saratoga

“Jimmy Jerkens made it up there, I thought I was 6-5.”
Trainer Pat Reynolds, after failing to ascend
the grass bank on the outside rail of the main track
“When is ‘Saratoga Special brings breakfast to the barn’ day?”
Trainer Ron Moquett Tuesday morning
Connie Bush

Executive Session. The Saratoga Special Readers Club (Oklahoma Chapter) conducts its daily

The Chief

“It’s a search and rescue at this point.”
Anne Clancy about trying to find vegetables in the home garden

Tod Marks

briefing at the Bill Mott Business Center.

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens,
1929-2015

“Just like me.”

To the comment that Hall of Fame
jockey Bill Shoemaker always left
the races in the same mood – win or
lose (Jerkens laughed heartily after)
New York Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association
nytha.com | 516.488.2337

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� �������

QUOTE OF THE DAY

������ �� ������ ����
Chair, Equine & Racing Law
516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com

“Mark said, ‘I don’t know if she’s lost a step or not, but she’s
doing great, as well as she can be doing.’ Man, he was right. ”
Spendthrift Farm’s Ned Toffey, about trainer Mark Casse’s
thoughts before Got Stormy’s Fourstardave win

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys,
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and
�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission
and in the federal and state courts.
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Here&There...in Saratoga
WORTH REPEATING
“You must really be bored.”

Trainer Barclay Tagg to The Special’s Sean Clancy
while watching horses canter on Clare Court at 10 Tuesday morning

“The last one.”
Sallee’s Phil Hauswald, as the last van pulled to the Fasig-Tipton
loading chute at 12:11 p.m. Tuesday; there were some others there until 5:30
“We can do it again.”

Shayna Tiller when asked if we were going
to do another long goodbye Monday morning

“Man, I’ve never had one of these before.”
The Special’s Tom Law after receiving
Whitmore’s halter from trainer Ron Moquett Tuesday
“Make sure you oil it.”
“Are you Billy?”

Moquett to Law
Fan to Mark Casse after winning the Fourstardave

“One day I got called John Imbriale.”

Casse, shrugging off the misidentification

“I had to go buy a proper catcher’s mitt.”
Gus Brown about his daughter, Peyton, pitching in the backyard

Lawn Ranger.
Tuesday morning.

100%

Sean Clancy

Trainer Phil Serpe keeps things looking good around Blue Heaven Country Club

Stakes horses to winners

Astern’s first two winners have both already
placed in Graded or Stakes races. The son of
Medaglia d’Oro: he’s got the golden touch.

Go faster...

SECOND-CROP YEARLINGS SELLING NOW...
Wednesday, August 18, 2021
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Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

November 9, 2021
859.255.1555 | NOVEMBER.FASIGTIPTON.COM

NOMINATE NOW!

With Barclay Tagg
One hour. Eight minutes. 37 seconds.
That’s how long the Stable Tour lasts at Barclay Tagg’s barn on a drizzling Tuesday morning.
It starts with a synopsis of the yearlings purchased
at the recently concluded New York-bred sale,
winds through the present string of young and
old and finishes with stories about Hall of Famer
Frank Whiteley Jr. For good measure, it includes a
coughing fit – not Covid – after walking through a
Raplast spray zone in the second barn shared with
Tom Bush and Mitch Friedman.
Part training lesson, part history lesson, the Tagg
Stable Tour is always a highlight of our summer.
We remember admiring a wide-blazed son of Constitution named Tiz The Law at the same venue a
few years back.
The Special’s Sean Clancy walked the shedrow
with Tagg and assistant Robin Smullen.

Truancy. Tagg selected the 2-year-old filly for $50,000 on

behalf of Eric Dattner at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Eastern
fall yearling sale last year. She is out of the stakes-winning
Successful Appeal mare Successfully Sweet. Smullen: “You
remember Confrontation? This is his half-sister. She’s real
sweet, she’s had her second breeze, she’s doing great. She was
broken, she came up and she popped a curb. Confrontation
had two.” Tagg: “Confrontation was good for us, we bought
him for $37,000, he ended up making half a mill and we sold
him for a half a mill. She seems like she might be all right, we
haven’t found anything derogatory.”

Greek Strider. Sackatoga spent $150,000 for 2-year-old

New York-bred by Kantharos out of the winning Aragorn mare
High Strider at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May sale. Smullen:
“We just bought her at Timonium. When you buy them from
a 2-year-old in training sale, you have to sort of reset their
minds. Beautiful filly. She’s on the reset program, just jogging.”

My Joy. Bonner Young’s homebred 2-year-old filly by Kitten’s Joy out of the Tagg-trained Grade 2 Lake Placid winner
and $406,387-earner Caroline Thomas. She’s up to 3-furlong
breezes, including a :37.90 move last Saturday. The chestnut
filly grazed outside Tagg’s barn Tuesday morning. Smullen:
“Her grandmother is Bit Of Whimsy. Her mother is Caroline
Thomas. She just came up, she was in Florida. She’s got a
little way to go but she’s a nice filly. We have high hopes for
her. She looks exactly like her mother and prettier than her
grandmother.”
Money Merger. Sackatoga’s 2-year-old New York-bred
Central Banker colt cost $70,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton
Midlantic Eastern fall yearling sale. He’s breezed seven times
at Saratoga, including twice from the gate and 5 furlongs in
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Barclay Tagg keeps an eye on things from pony Storm On The Moon.
1:02.21 Sunday. Smullen: “He’s almost ready to run but he
hasn’t stepped up yet. There’s a slight chance we’re going to
breeze him on the turf on Sunday and see if he’s any faster.
There are two races, 5 1/2 on the turf and 5 1/2 on the turf.
The other Central Banker we had, Niko’s Dream, liked the turf.”

North Carolina. Son of Speightstown stared at three vis-

itors, forelock wisping over his eyes like a dust ruffle on a
king-sized bed. Allen Stable Inc.’s homebred 4-year-old is a
project, after making one start for Shug McGaughey last year.
He’s out of the winning Montjeu mare Baroness Richter, the
dam of Grade 3 winner Dream Awhile. Smullen: “This is a really neat horse. He had some injury, minor stuff. We got him
in, we galloped him for a few days, really strong. We breezed
him with two babies, Money Merger and Tiz Eternal. I turned
him loose from the pony and they had gotten away from us
already, I said, ‘oh shoot,’well, I didn’t say that. He cruises
around there in 59 and change. He’s going to run on the 4th,
7 furlongs. We’d love to go a mile and eighth but he’s been off
a year.” Tagg: “He was 10 lengths behind just before the wire,
he was with them at the wire and he came around the turn 10
in front of them. You ought to see him, he’s like the greatest
horse you’ll ever see.” Caroline Webster called Tagg about the
new Tapizar yearling who had just arrived. Tagg: “She loves the
horse. She said he reminds her of Hennessy.”

Tiz Eternal. The co-second most expensive New Yorkbred at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling Showcase at

The Saratoga Special

Sean Clancy

$300,000, Sackatoga’s 2-year-old Tiznow gelding sports six
Saratoga works including two from the gate July 26 and Aug.
8. Smullen: “He’s a nice, big, beautiful horse who wants to go a
mile. It takes him three quarters of a mile to get into the gallop.
He breezed in 1:01 the other day. Dylan (Davis) said it wasn’t
until the eighth pole that he got into it. There will be something
at Belmont for him.”

Doswell. The old veteran. Joe Allen’s multiple graded stakes
placed 6-year-old Giant’s Causeway gelding is 2-5-1 in nine
starts for $177,941. He finished second in the Grade 2 Ft. Lauderdale last December and third in the Grade 3 W. L. McKnight Jan. 23, both at Gulfstream, in his last two starts. He
was winless in five starts before joining Tagg in 2020. “This
is my favorite horse. He’s difficult to ride. We didn’t know that
when we got him, we heard the stories after we got him. He’s
gorgeous. We’re standing by the rail one day and someone
said, ‘Who’s that? He’s beautiful.’ Barclay said, ‘This is a horse
called Doswell.’ They said, ‘Have you had him to the gate yet?’
He went to the gate eight days in a row, every day it was open,
he went. The first time, he sat down in the gate, the second
time he sat down…after the sixth and seventh time, he’s pretty
good, the eighth, he was perfect. Then we entered, post position one. The ninth time, we went in first, three other horses
with him, banging and clanking, opening, shutting, you name
it, they did it. He stood, rock still, ears up, never twitched an
Continued On Page 7
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Stable Tour –
Continued from page 6
ear. They backed those three out and then they
backed me out. The next day, he went wire to
wire. The next race, he went wire to wire. The
next race, we ran him in the Ft. Lauderdale,
and he didn’t break quite as sharp, so he laid
second, he had to jump heels to get out and
he finished second. We ran him back in the
McKnight and he finished third, again, in a little bit of trouble. Then he had a minor strain
and then he had some foot issues. We got up
here and he’s moving forward. He loves Clare
Court, maybe we’ll get a breeze into him before we leave. Joe is so patient.” Tagg: “He’s
the greatest guy to work for, he just says ‘do
whatever you need to do.’ ”

Hombre. Robert Cudney’s 3-year-old On-

tario-bred Tourist colt won a 1 1/16-mile turf
maiden at Belmont July 4 then finished fifth in
Saratoga optional July 24. He’s breezed three
times since, including 5 furlongs on the grass
in 1:02.88 Aug. 15. Smullen: “We got him in
December, we ran him once and he was fifth,
flying at the end. He won his second start at
Belmont. He was fifth up here, he didn’t finish
as well as we thought he would, he was a little
sharper than he wanted to be, instead of relaxing and being where he was when he won.
He was going to the Queen’s Plate, but he’s
been a little dull since. We’ll skip that and find
another spot.” Tagg: “He’s a lovely horse.”

Forever Medaglia. Chuck Fipke’s 2-yearold colt by Medaglia d’Oro out of champion
and Breeders’ Cup Distaff winner Forever
Unbridled. He’s breezed twice at Saratoga,

including 3 furlongs in :37.90 last Saturday. Smullen: “Neat horse. Plain bay wrapper,
not real big, not real small but nicely built. He’s
real smart, not studdish, just does his job.”

Saratoga Flash. Fourth in an allowance
here Aug. 8, 3-year-old Laoban colt is 1-for6 with $64,830 in earnings for Sackatoga. He
cost $60,000 at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred yearling sale. Smullen:
“He’s a neat horse. Barclay bought him from
Nick de Meric off the farm. We ran him once
up here last year and it wasn’t a good race so
we freshened him up. He was fourth twice and
then he won. We shortened up and he won,
we were surprised. We ran him a mile up here
and it just doesn’t look like he wants the mile.
His best distance is probably seven.”
Step Dancer. Winner at the meet. Threeyear-old War Dancer colt took down the Cab
Calloway division of the New York Stallion
Series Stakes July 28. The winner of three of
seven and $219,800 for Hayward and Donna
Pressman and Diamond M Stable, he breezed
back 5 furlongs in 1:03.69 on the Oklahoma
grass Sunday. Smullen: “Here’s the star. We
are going to nominate to the Saranac. We’d
really like to try him a mile and a quarter,
mile and a half. There’s only one of those, the
Jockey Club Derby. It’s the only chance he’ll
have against straight 3-year-olds. If he likes it,
then it changes everything you do next year.
His races take a lot out of him, he puts it on
the line when he runs.” Tagg: “It costs nothing
to go in there, it’s for a million dollars but it’s
not graded. You should see the replay of that
race…” Webster called again, asking if he received the video. “I don’t know. Look, we’re

Robin Smullen jogs Doswell at Clare Court Tuesday.
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Stable Tour –

think Jack minds if we don’t run her, I don’t
want to discourage her too much. She’s a
lovely looking, big horse.”

Continued from page 7
doing a Stable Tour,” Tagg said, straight-faced
but smirking. “We’ve got a very important
man here. I told Mr. Clancy who was breaking
our yearlings and he just raved about you.”

Sum One To Blame. Sackatoga went to
$90,000 to purchase 2-year-old Blame filly at this year’s Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May
sale. Smullen: “She’s not a real big filly but
she’s got a great big attitude. She jogs under the trees. She’s difficult every day. She’s
strong, she’s sassy and she just wants to go,
not run off, just like, ‘Why are you restricting
me? Why can’t I just gallop?’ ”
Blitz To Win. Third in a maiden here Aug.
11, Sackatoga’s 3-year-old Speightster gelding has a second and two thirds in six starts.
A $60,000 buy at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred sale, the chestnut gelding
has nobs above both eyes. Smullen: “See his
horns? He hasn’t stepped up to the plate yet.
We keep thinking he is and then he gets beat
by horses who run huge numbers. We ran him
long and that didn’t work.”
Tapple Cider. Jack Knowlton’s Sackato-

ga Stable owns 3-year-old Tonalist filly who
makes her fourth start in Thursday’s 10th, a
1 1/16-mile state-bred maiden. A three-time
graduate of the Fasig-Tipton sales ring, she
cost Sackatoga $290,000 at last year’s Midlantic 2-year-old sale in Timonium. Smullen:
“She’s run a couple of times, kind of disappointing, we’ve tried to get her on the grass
twice and it was off both times.” With rain in
the forecast, Tagg was looking ahead: “I don’t

Cupere. New York-bred 2-year-old Cupid
filly cost Dave Stack $110,000 at last year’s
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October sale. She’s
breezed five times in Saratoga, including 5
furlongs in 1:03.69 on the Oklahoma turf
Sunday. Smullen: “Talk about a pedigree.
She’s going to run on the 28th. She’s a New
York-bred, most of our horses are New Yorkbreds. Dave’s got four mares. We tried to buy
a Munnings filly for him at the sale Monday,
he called and said, ‘We’re coming back to the
sale.’ That’s when he bought the Accelerate
colt. We’re hoping for dirt. She’s all turf.”
Tagg: “She’s nice, so far, every morning, her
legs are clean and cold, no matter what you
did the day before.”
Big Boulder. Two-year-old gelding by Jim-

my Creed was bred by Pinnacle Farms Bloodstock. Smullen: “He’s by Jimmy Creed, he gets
some runners. He came in and we had to geld
him right away. He’s back galloping every day.
He’s a really cool horse to ride. He reminds me
a little of Jersey Town. I don’t think he’s as fast
at Jersey Town but same kind of build, same
kind of stride. He’s pretty cool.”

Parquetry. Bred by Ann Mudge Backer and
Smitten Farm, the 2-year-old son of Temple
City filled the whole stall. Smullen: “He’s a nice
horse. It’s neat to have a horse for Mrs. Backer. He doesn’t do anything wrong in his works,
he’s about a month away from running. Madison (Meyers) liked him. He’s a happy horse.
If you turn him out in the round pen, for a solid half hour, he’s bucking and squealing and
running and rolling and rearing. You can hear
him three barns away. You don’t usually see a
gelding that happy all the time.”

Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency
that stands on these words,
and our results speak to it.

Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122

www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com

Join the Readers Club
thisishorseracing.com/readersclub
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Racing Season In Saratoga!

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

SALT

C ATERING

CHAR

S A R AT O G A’ S FA R M T O TA B L E ST E A K H O U S E

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT
365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000
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FOURSTARDAVE STAKES RECAP

Still Got It

Got Stormy shines
at Saratoga once more
BY SEAN CLANCY
Mark Casse turned to Ned Toffey and told it
straight.
“Ned, I can only tell you one thing, she’s as
ready as she can be,” the trainer said to Spendthrift
Farm’s general manager. “Now, is she as good as
she used to be? I’ll tell you in a few minutes.”
A few minutes later, Got Stormy proved she’s every bit as good as she used to be, storming to her
second win in the Grade 1 Fourstardave Saturday
at Saratoga and improving her record to 12 wins
from 30 starts for $2,398,403.
Owned by My Racehorse Stable and Spendthrift,
the 6-year-old daughter of Get Stormy snapped a
two-race losing streak with an electric turn of foot
that propelled her past pacesetters Blowout and
Continued On Page 12

Got Stormy outruns Set Piece late to take her second Fourstardave in three years Saturday.

NYRA Photo

Undefeated 2yo colt

HIGH OAK

Dominant 4 ¼-length winner of the
SARATOGA SPECIAL-G2 ---- 90 Beyer
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Investing in the present
to raise the future.

Brown Advisory is proud to support the racing community—
the livelihood of so many depends on its growth and future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 10
Whisper Not and separated her from
closers Set Piece and Casa Creed. Got
Stormy finished the mile over the firm
inner turf in 1:33.09.
Jockey Tyler Gaffalione felt that
victorious turn of foot for the ninth
time and first time since she won the
Grade 3 Honey Fox at Gulfstream
Park in February.
“She’s a naturally quick filly and
her acceleration is push button. Especially on a firmer turf course, you
call on her and she’s there,” Gaffalione said. “I’ve never felt anything like
it. It’s like being in a Tesla on insane
mode, it’ll throw you back. She’s a
horse of a lifetime.”
Got Stormy won the Fourstardave
in 2019, wheeling back in six days
after winning the De La Rose. She
set a new track record that day, ripping the mile in 1:32. Last year, she
finished second to Halladay on good
turf. This year, she came in off two
straight defeats, losing the Churchill
Downs Distaff Turf Mile by 4 lengths
behind Blowout and the Jaipur by 3

12

Tyler Gaffalione celebrates a Grade 1 win – in 1:33.09 – aboard Got Stormy.

1/2 lengths to Casa Creed. After the
Jaipur, Casse regrouped and brought
her to Saratoga with one race in mind.
Got Stormy breezed three times over
the Oklahoma turf and told anyone

Dave Harmon

who was watching that she was indeed back.
“She loves it here, she loves training on that turf course and she loves
those sharp turns,” Casse said. “She’s

The Saratoga Special

so hard because when you’re at the
top, there are so few races you can
run her in. I think her favorite distances is seven-eighths. On the inner
turf here when it’s hard, she gets to
use her quick turn of foot. You talk
about a clean-legged horse, she’s just
an athlete.”
Got Stormy broke alertly from stall
six allowing Gaffalione to sit still as
Blowout cleared from the outside and
California invader Whisper Not hustled through a seam to sit second going into the first turn. Blowout posted
a first quarter-mile in :23.45 while
leading Whisper Not by 2 lengths. Got
Stormy found the perfect pitch, third
on her own, 2 lengths in front of Field
Pass. Favorite Raging Bull parked inside in fifth, Casa Creed tracked him,
Daddy Is A Legend came next and
second choice Set Piece trailed after a
tangled beginning.
Blowout rolled through a half in
:46.69 and three quarters in 1:11.12.
At the top of the stretch, Whisper
Not slid out a lane to join Blowout.
Raging Bull hooked off the turn, losing ground and carrying Casa Creed
and Set Piece wider. All the while, Got
Continued On Page 14
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Shop, Dine and Stroll

Enjoy our 12 restaurants and visit our major retailers,
including West Elm, Circles, Ta-Da!, Jean Paul Spa & Salons,
Pearl Grant Richmans, Ten Thousand Villages and many more!
Just a 30-minute drive from Saratoga off of I-87
Open 7 days a week
StuyvesantPlaza.com
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 12

Home of the
NO-EXPENSE Claim

Thoroughbred Racing Partnerships

Stormy showed why a mile on the inner turf at Saratoga is her velodrome.
While others fought centrifugal force,
she glided effortlessly three wide and
long gone. Ears pinned, Got Stormy
stormed past Whisper Not and Blowout and easily held off Set Piece and
Casa Creed as Gaffalione smiled three
strides before the wire. Yeah, Tesla insane.
“So many people wrote her off, I
kept saying, she’s as good as she’s ever
been,” Casse said. “This is the time
of year when she gets good. To win
the Fourstardave, the way he ran year
after year, for her to come back and
win it in her third year…I’m voting
for four.”
There’s some business to be done
in between. On the way back to his
barn across from the three-eighths
pole on the main track, Casse celebrated winning his first race at the
meet and looked at Got Stormy’s
form. He counted the days between
the Jaipur and the Fourstardave, his
mind racing like it does when he’s got

a good horse and a big prize.
“We’ll aim for the Breeders’ Cup
Mile. I don’t know where I’ll run
her next, it’s not easy,” Casse said.
“She’s not going to Kentucky Downs.
That was Plan B if we abandoned the
Breeders’ Cup. She’ll like Del Mar’s
turf, those turns are sharp.”
Got Stormy improved her Saratoga record to 3-for-4 with a second.
At Del Mar, she’s 1-for-1 after a win
in the Grade 1 Matriarch in 2019, a
month after she finished second to
Uni in the Breeders’ Cup Mile at Santa Anita Park.
When pundits began writing off
Got Stormy after two losses this year,
Casse dug in deeper.
“It’s probably a fault, but I don’t
give up,” Casse said. “I don’t worry about my percentage. I’m a chess
player. I’m always trying to figure the
next move. I look at it and say what’s
the best way to get her there. Sometimes it works, sometimes it doesn’t.
It comes with age. Experience. I’ve
had so many curve balls thrown at me
through my training career. I said to
someone if you can’t hit a curveball,
you don’t want to be in this game.”
It helps when you have a bat like
Got Stormy.

Race Horse Ownership offers so much
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com
Got Stormy sports her Fourstardave sheet after the Grade 1 win.
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SARATOGA SPECIAL STAKES RECAP

Lumber
Man

High Oak fells foes
for 2nd straight win
BY TOM LAW

Bill Mott always liked High Oak. Starting at
Payson Park Training Center this past winter, with
2-, 3- and 4-furlong breezes and eventually out of
his spring, summer and fall base at the Oklahoma Training Track, the 2-year-old son of Gormley
looked like a colt who would be early and with an
upside.
High Oak proved that in late June when he won
a 5 1/2-furlong maiden at Belmont Park, running on
Continued On Page 18
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High Oak rolls through the stretch to win Saturday’s Saratoga Special Stakes.
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to the National Museum of Racing and
Hall of Fame, the New York Racing Association,
the National Steeplechase Association,
my wife, my family, my friends, my owners,
my team and most of all, the horses.

– Jack Fisher
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Special –

Kitodan, and settled not far off the pace in fifth
after the break.
Doctor Jeff, winner of an off-the-turf 6-furlong maiden July 10 at Belmont, led early afContinued from page 16
ter a fast start until Ricardo Santana Jr. hustled
the inside early, tipping out at the quarter-pole
Gunite up the inside to take command after the
and wearing down a few rivals in the stretch to
opening furlong. Gunite, equipped with a small
win his debut. He followed that up with a vicset of blinkers after his maiden victory June 26
tory Saturday in the Grade 2 Saratoga Special,
at Churchill Downs, led by a long head from
another professional performance on the track
the 3-2 favorite Doctor Jeff through the opening
for a good feeling colt who can occasionally be
quarter-mile in a swift :21.82 with Nakatomi
more than a handful around the barn.
Dance Code and High Oak close behind.
“I give Bill Mott the credit, the horse has
High Oak and Alvarado moved up into third
done so well in the mornings,” said New York
past the half-mile pole and into the far turn and
sports radio icon Mike Francesa, whose JEH
were just 1 ½ lengths off Doctor Jeff’s narrow
Racing Stable owns the colt in partnership with
lead from Gunite past the half in :44.93.
Lee Einsider’s LRE Racing. “The horse has got
“We were just off of it so he was right behind
a little bit of rambunctiousness, but he couldn’t
them,” Mott said. “He was running plenty fast
Dave Harmon
have been better acting or more calm in the padCo-owner Lee Einsidler cheers High Oak back to the winner’s circle after enough himself. When they hung up those fracdock.”
tions, I thought he’d have to be pretty good to
Mott, too, acknowledged High Oak’s more the Saratoga Special.
hang in there himself.”
they looked like a good pair. He was very profesbusinesslike manner in the 6 ½-furlong SaraGunite, Doctor Jeff and High Oak turned for
toga Special, which he won by 4 ¼ lengths under sional today. We were very pleased with him. He’s home together from the inside out, the former cutbeen a little tough to handle, but great in the pad- ting the corner and taking a narrow lead. Doctor
Junior Alvarado.
The Hall of Fame trainer breezed High Oak in dock, great on the racetrack. Did everything right.” Jeff started to backpedal into the lane while High
A $70,000 buy from deep in the Keeneland Sep- Oak responded to Alvarado’s urging past the eighth
company with Casa Creed a week before the race,
sending the youngster out with the Grade 1-win- tember yearling sale by Einsidler, High Oak picked pole.
ning 5-year-old, and they went a half on the Okla- up $110,000 from the Saratoga Special win to
Alvarado put away his stick in deep stretch,
boost his bankroll to $159,500 from his two starts. pointed to the sky and gave High Oak a bit pat
homa in a bullet :48.11.
High Oak went to post for the Special the 10-1 on the neck approaching the wire a decisive win“If they’re going to run in these kind of races
they better be able to do that,” Mott said. “We just fifth choice in the field of 10, reduced by two with
Continued On Page 20
gave him some company to go with and thought the scratches of longshots Midnight Worker and

PLAY LIKE
THE PROS
Visit us at

EquinEdge.com
today to claim your FREE WEEK!
No credit card or commitment required.
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Didn’t get your yearling?
There are lots more opportunities knocking.

Just make sure you check
out the Maryland-breds
Opportunities galore at Keeneland
September and Mid-Atlantic Fall.
Be part of the Maryland success story.
A breeding program in a state that offers
competitive purses, 30% breeder bonuses*,
30% owner bonuses in all overnight races**,
and year-round racing backed by state
legislators creating pro-breeding and
racing legislation, and supported by
a continuing unprecedented
cooperative agreement between the
racetracks, horsemen and breeders. A healthy
industry that just saw a 15% increase in purses!

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com
*on purses earned in all
overnight races (1st thru 3rd)
& run for additioanl premiums
in some stakes.
**in all races (1st thru 3rd) on
purses earned; stakes capped
at $100,000. Maryland Million
calculated separately.
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Special –
Continued from page 18
ner. Gunite held second, 3 ¼ lengths
in front of Nakatomi with Grade
3 Bashford Manor winner Double
Thunder fourth and Doctor Jeff fifth.
High Oak won in 1:16.53.
“He was a whole different horse
today,” Alvarado said. “He was mentally prepared and sharp. To be honest, I was just a passenger today. He
put me in the spot that I wanted and
he took me all the way around. When
I turned for home, I just had to ask
him a little bit and he took off.”
Mott won the prior race, a deep
7-furlong allowance on the main
track, with the comebacking Speaker’s Corner off a 10-month layoff.
A homebred for Godolphin,
Speaker’s Corner finished third in a
Saratoga maiden on Closing Day last
year then won in early October at Belmont.
Mott almost pulled off three in a
row – and a stakes double for LRE
Racing and JEH Racing – but Casa
Creed finished third in the Grade 1
Fourstardave a race after the Special.

20

Einsidler took it in stride on the
racetrack waiting for Casa Creed to
come back from the Fourstardave,
where he finished 2 lengths behind the
mare Got Stormy.
“What a day,” he said. “You win a
Grade 2 and finish third in a Grade 1.
Not a bad day.”
Mott and Co. might hope for another big day with High Oak at the
Belmont Park fall meet. He mentioned the Grade 1 Champagne at 1
mile Oct. 2 as a possible next start for
High Oak.
“You certainly would look at him
and say that a one-turn mile is going
to be OK,” Mott said. “I guess you
find all those things out as you go
along. It’s usually guesswork until
you do it. I’m sure there will be plenty
of discussion with Lee. He’s probably not going to want to pass up too
many spots, but we’ll talk and figure
out a game plan.”

NYRA Photo

High Oak leads the field home in the Saratoga Special.
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Irish Sweep

Star Devine edges Illegal Smile
to key $131 exacta in turf sprint
BY TERRY HILL

GALWAY STAKES RECAP

Irish-bred fillies Star Devine and
Illegal Smile waged a furious side-byside stretch duel in the final furlong
of Sunday’s $120,000 Galway Stakes,
which ended with Star Devine and
John Velazquez in front. Irad Ortiz Jr.
and Illegal Smile finished a head behind in second.
One might think it fitting that the
first- and second-place finishers in
the Galway Stakes were both Irishbreds, the only ones in the field of
10. The race, inaugurated at Saratoga
in 2019, is a 5 1/2-furlong sprint for
3-year-old fillies.
It’s named for the nearby town
of Galway, N.Y., (population 3,524)
which has nothing to do with the city
in the West of Ireland. Galway, N.Y.,

was actually named for a town in
Scotland.
None of this mattered to Star
Devine’s trainer, Jorge Abreu, who
had just notched his fifth win of the
meet and his fourth in three days.
“The first half of the meet wasn’t
great, but it’s going good now,” said
a smiling Abreu, who saw his barn
quarantined after one of his horses
tested positive for equine herpesvirus.
After running the filly longer distances in her second and third starts,
Abreu felt Star Devine was at the right
distance in the Galway. He also liked
the speed in the field.
Continued On Page 23
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Star Devine (10) surges to the front in Sunday’s Galway Stakes.
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Continued from page 22
“She runs best coming from behind,” he said. “So, watching the
race, when I saw (:45.20) for the half,
I said, ‘OK, we’re in good shape,’ but
then it looked like Johnny was taking
her back and I said: ‘no, no, don’t do
that now.’ But then she kind of kicked
in again. I guess he knew what he was
doing.”
Velazquez laughed about the instructions he received from Abreu,
“Jorge said, ‘I don’t care where
you are the first half as long as you’re
not on the lead,’ ” he said.
The jockey had him in fifth through
the early going and started his outside move in the turn. When he came
abreast of Ortiz and Illegal Smile, the
two fillies moved together and pulled
themselves into the lead. At the wire
it was Star Devine by a head. Third
went to Bye Bye, who’d been closing
along the rail. She finished only another head behind Illegal Smile.
Abreu said that Star Devine

would now likely be headed to Kentucky Downs, possibly aiming at the
$500,000 Music City Stakes at 6 1/2
furlongs Sept. 12.
“We’ll see how she comes out of
this and if everything’s OK, that’s
where we’ll go,” he said. “I like Kentucky Downs and I’ve been lucky
there.”
Star Devine’s victory marked Lawrence Goichman’s 100th as an owner
and it came 21 years after he got his
first at Belmont Park in 2000.
The winning filly was bred by
Rockhart Trading. The daughter of
Australian champion and Group 1
winner Fastnet Rock out of the Galileo mare Stars At Night was purchased
by agent Mike Ryan for $258,109 in
Book 1 of the 2019 Tattersalls Ltd.
October yearling sale.
Star Devine paid $17 to win and
the all-Irish exacta paid $131 for a
$2 investment. The public’s choice at
5-2 was Coronation Cup Stakes winner Goin’ Good. On the break, Goin’
Good was caught in a four-horse
sandwich and shuffled back to ninth
early. In the stretch she never had a
clear path and finished eighth.

2021 September Meet
Stakes Schedule
SEPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 3
IROQUOIS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” | 2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

POCAHONTAS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” | 2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED SOCIETY
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

QUALITY RESULTS

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

BOURBON TRAIL
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Essential Quality
G1 Belmont Stakes

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
1 3/16 Mile

HARRODS CREEK
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES
Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$160,000 (includes $61,500 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 24
($0 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

ACK ACK (GIII)
Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Search Results

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

G1 Acorn Stakes

Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Niall Brennan Stables

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary (502) 638-3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com
Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: (502) 638-3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Success is no accident!

www.niallbrennan.com
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On the board
King Angelo puts Serpe barn
in the Spa win column for 2021
BY MARY EDDY

SARATOGA RACING RECAP

Trainer Phil Serpe picked up his
first win of the 2021 Saratoga meet
when Farone Stable’s King Angelo
broke his maiden in Saturday’s first
race. With a change in both surface
and rider, the 4-year-old son of Lemon Drop Kid improved off a second
last time out to graduate in the 5
1/2-furlong maiden on the Mellon
Turf Course.
“We were actually pointing this
horse towards a dirt race, but the timing wasn’t right,” Serpe said of the
surface change. “We figured we’d give
this a shot. He’s got a ton of class.
He’s by a sire that throws a lot of turf
horses, but up until today, his best
number was in his last race (on the
dirt). Tom [Farone] wanted to give it

a try. He believes in the horse. Hats
off to him.”
With Joel Rosario up for the first
time, King Angelo dueled with The
Great Gazoo until the three-eighths
pole when he began to pull away under urging. Under a strong hand ride
from Rosario, King Angelo widened
his lead to cross the finish 3 lengths
clear of runner-up Giramonte.
The win came after two seconds
from three starters this year for Serpe
at Saratoga, a much quieter meet than
usual.
“We always try to run here,” Serpe
said. “What’s funny is we usually run
Continued On Page 25

24

King Angelo sprints home to win Saturday’s first for trainer Phil Serpe.
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Continued from page 24
a lot of horses here. This is only our
fourth start here, but it’s just kind of
the way things are. We had this horse
here last year, and by the second or
third week in the barn we knew this
horse would be a nice one. It just took
a year.”
Even though King Angelo won on
the turf, his next race remains up in
the air.
“I’m not sure if we’ll stay on the
grass,” Serpe said. “It’s something I’ll
have to discuss with Tom, but I do
know that unless he does something
remarkable, you’ll see him on dirt after turf season. I don’t know exactly
what he is, but he’s a nice horse.”
Bred in New York by his owner, King Angelo has finished off the
board just once in his five starts and
boosted his earnings to $93,550.
• Courtlandt Farm’s Baby Blythe graduated in style in Saturday’s
fourth, a 1 3/16-mile turf maiden special weight.
Ridden by Rosario, the 3-year-old
American Pharoah filly was held off
the pace for the first three-quarters
until she made a quick move on the
outside of the field, swiftly picking
off her foes and taking the lead going
into the final turn. She opened up on
the field into the stretch and drew off
to a 7-length win from Palamos with
Fleeting Glimpse third.

A $325,000 yearling purchase for
Donald and Donna Adam’s Courtlandt Farm, Baby Blythe is a half-sister to the stakes-placed Uncle Mo filly
Family Way. After racing a mile last
time out, stretching out is what McGaughey said made the difference for
the filly Saturday.
“I’ve always really liked this filly,”
he said. “I thought her first race last
winter at Aqueduct was really good,
and then I had to stop on her and give
her some time. I was disappointed in
her race here (an off-the-board finish July 24). The mile and three-sixteenths helped her, she’s got a big,
long stride. Joel said she was wanting
to go, so with that stride, he just let
her go. I was very pleased with her
today.”
During her seven months away
from the races after her debut, Baby
Blythe had time to mature and become more focused on her training.
“I think it helped her,” said McGaughey. “The longer we go down
the line, it will help her even more.”
Baby Blythe’s win was the first
of the meet for her owners and the
fourth for McGaughey.
• New York-bred Dr. Duke earned
his first victory against winners in Saturday’s nightcap, giving trainer Jena
Antonucci her first win this meet. A
son of Ghostzapper, Dr. Duke improved off a fifth at Saratoga July 25
to win the state-bred allowance.
Sent to the front by Eric Cancel,
Continued On Page 26

2021 Fall Meet
Stakes Schedule
OCTOBER 31 – NOVEMBER 28
S TAR S OF TOMOR R OW I

STREET SENSE
Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

RAGS TO RICHES
Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

BET ON SUNSHINE
Runs Sat., Nov. 6
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 23
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DREAM SUPREME
Runs Sat., Nov. 13
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 30
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

CHILUKKI (GIII)
Runs Sat., Nov. 20
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 6
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

FALLS CITY (GII)
Runs Thurs., Nov. 25
$500,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Mile

CLARK (GI)
presented by Norton Healthcare
Runs Fri., Nov. 26
$750,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles

S TAR S OF TOMOR R OW I I

LIVELY SHIVELY
Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

FERN CREEK
Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

GOLDEN ROD (GII)
2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race
Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII)
2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race
Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

Dave Harmon

Mira Mission stretches for the line in Sunday’s seventh race for trainer Tom Bush.
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Grade 1 winner Get Stormy.
“I always want to win for Mrs. Sullivan,”
said Bush. “She breeds her horses to race, so
it’s very good.”
Continued from page 25
With his convincing win, Bush is leaning
Dr. Duke set a fast pace just ahead of Dr.
toward another step up in class for the son of
Blute and Phantom Smoke, going a half in
Noble Mission in his next start.
:45.64. Set down for a drive to the wire after
“I don’t know, but hopefully we’ll find a
hugging the rail in the turn, Dr. Duke dug in
3-year-old stakes for him next time,” he said.
to hold off fast-closing Phantom Smoke by a
“The longer the better.”
half-length at the wire.
Bush nearly earned his first victory of
Antonucci, who co-owns Dr. Duke with
the meet one race before with New York
Fred Rosen, Randy Bradshaw and Christine
Supreme, who looked to be a winner when
Hosier, said the colt’s heart and professionalmaking a strong closing run at Write This
ism were key to the win.
Down. New York Supreme didn’t get there
“He’s tough,” she said. “He’s really cool,
after being forced nine-wide on the turn and
but all business and very serious. We’ve alsettled for second. Despite the loss, Bush was
ways known he’s been super-fast. His last
still pleased with the run from the daughter
Dave Harmon
race came off the turf. ... He was good in the
of Constitution.
beginning on the dirt, but when we moved Customerexperience wins Sunday’s eighth for trainer Mike Miceli.
“That was a good effort for sure (from
him to the turf, he found a new gear. He’s
New York Supreme),” he said. “She just
meet without a win, then got off the mark when 3-1
found more focus as he’s gotten older. Eric gave him favorite Mira Mission took the seventh.
didn’t get a great trip, that’s all. But that’s the turf
a perfect ride.”
Mira Mission, who won the 9-furlong turf op- for you.”
Based at Gulfstream Park most of the year, An- tional by 1 ¾ lengths under Jose Lezcano, reboundtonucci said it’s a great feeling to bring horses and ed from a close third in a similar 1 1/16-mile race
• Michael Miceli enjoyed a productive day Sunwin at Saratoga.
day,
finishing third with Devil’s Code in the fourth
July 24.
“It’s always special. I mean, look at this place,”
“He had a great trip, and he certainly preferred and making a trip to the winner’s circle with Cusshe said, motioning to the clubhouse. “It’s the only the mile and an eighth,” Bush said of Sunday’s win. tomerexperience in the eighth.
place like it, so it’s always special.”
Running first time off a June 24 claim, Custom“The horses that come up here, they usually do
erexperience
found her way again after sixths in her
well, and he has since he’s gotten here.”
• Trainer Tom Bush came into Sunday’s card
Mira Mission is owned by longtime Bush cliContinued On Page 27
with five on-the-board finishes in 12 starts at the ent Mary Sullivan, who also campaigned multiple

ONE HORSE

Keeneland September buyers
and sellers remember some
names from the past.

KANTHAROS, 2009. Buyer Hanzly Albina for Pegasus Holding Group
Hanzly Albina found a horse he liked at the 2009 September sale and called partner Nick
Sallusto to go over some plans.
“I was super excited about the horse physically, and didn’t think I was going to have enough money to
buy him. Nick was getting on a plane. He asked me what I thought I needed to get him. I said, ‘I can’t tell
you a high enough number.’ He laughed. We got him for $80,000. I guess I was just lucky no one else liked
him. When you fall in love with horses you just assume that everyone sees what you see. I thought he was
perfectly balanced for American dirt racing. He looked like what an American dirt horse should look like –
walked great. I couldn’t find a fault. I looked at him three or four times, I couldn’t have been more obvious.
“We were buying to race but they changed their mind and put him in a 2-year-old sale (and got
$250,000 from Stonestreet Stable) and he went on and did what he did on the racetrack and as a sire.”

SEPTEMBER

Kantharos won his first three starts, including back-to-back graded stakes, as a 2-year-old but was
retired with a leg fracture. As a stallion, he has produced Grade 1 winners World Of Trouble and X Y Jet
and Grade 2 winner Bucchero among other standouts.

M O N . 13 - S AT. 2 4
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last two starts.
“I don’t know what was bothering
her (in her last two races),” Miceli said.
“She’s a very sound filly and she was
training well for us. We claimed her
with the intention of running her here
at Saratoga and she delivered today.”
After a slow start, the 4-year-old
Cairo Prince filly made up ground
while six-wide after a mid-pack trip.
Under Dylan Davis, Customerexperience won by 2 ½ lengths from Viradia.
Miceli, a retired jockey who won the
1974 Travers on Holding Pattern, said
his experience riding horses is helpful
in his training.
“It gives you a little insight,” he
said. “Sometimes that’s good, sometimes it isn’t as good. But all in all, it’s
valuable.”
Customerexperience’s win is the first
of the meet for Miceli, who won three
races at Saratoga last year. He has been
on the board in six of his other eight
starts at this year’s meet.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS........................ 1ST
Mike Maker................................ 21
Chad Brown............................... 17
Todd Pletcher............................. 14
Steve Asmussen........................ 12
Rob Atras..................................... 9
Brad Cox...................................... 9
Bill Mott....................................... 9
Christophe Clement...................... 8
Rudy Rodriguez........................... 6
Joe Sharp..................................... 6
JOCKEYS......................... 1ST
Luis Saez.................................... 39
Jose Ortiz................................... 34
Irad Ortiz Jr................................ 32
Tyler Gaffalione.......................... 21
Joel Rosario............................... 21
Ricardo Santana Jr..................... 17
Jose Lezcano............................. 14
Dylan Davis................................ 13
Manny Franco............................ 11
Javier Castellano.......................... 9

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses
include 78 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of 119 Grade 1 races.
Some of the races they’ve won.

A . G . VA N D E R B I LT ( 2 )

FRIZETTE

M E T R O P O L I TA N M I L E

ALCIBIADES

GARDEN CITY

N E A R C T I C S TA K E S

ARLINGTON MILLION

G R A N D N AT I O N A L H U R D L E

PRIORESS

AW E S O M E A G A I N

H A S K E L L I N V I TAT I O N A L

QUEEN ELIZABETH II

BELMONT DERBY

H O L LY W O O D T U R F C U P

SHADWELL TURF MILE

BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC

IROQUOIS HURDLE (2)

S P I N AWAY ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP TURF (2)

JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC (2)

SPINSTER

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF

KENTUCKY DERBY (2)

S WO R D DA N C E R ( 4 )

D E L AWA R E H A N D I C A P

KING’S BISHOP

TEST

DONN HANDICAP (2)

LONESOME GLORY HURDLE

U N I T E D N AT I O N S ( 2 )

DUBAI WORLD CUP

MAKER’S 46 MILE (3)

VA N I T Y H A N D I C A P

F LO R I DA D E R BY

M A N H AT TA N ( 2 )

WHITNEY HANDICAP (2)

FRANK KILROE MILE

M A N O ’ WA R ( 4 )

WOOD MEMORIAL

M AT R I A R C H ( 2 )

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy | AquaPacer | Cold Saltwater Spa | Dry Salt Room | Vibration Therapy | Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496-5080
www.fairhilletc.com
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Do Over

Garner, The Mean Queen
get a second chance in Grade 1
BY JOE CLANCY

SHEPPARD STAKES PREVEIW

Tom Garner knows exactly what
he would do differently.
“I would have just held on to her
for another few hundred yards and
kept her on the bridle,” he said. “She
had the race beat. Just let her gallop
to the line. I was worried someone
was coming at us from behind, but I
shouldn’t have been.”
Garner, of course, is the jump jockey who came off The Mean Queen as
she stormed home with a certain victory in the Jonathan Kiser novice hurdle stakes at Saratoga Race Course
July 28. In command, the 5-year-old
mare drifted in response to a lack
of company and some urging from
Garner, then went so far left that she
nearly collided with a cone marking

the inside of the course, shied to her
right and sent Garner to the turf. She
was 1-2 on the odds board, undefeated over hurdles and headed to her
fourth consecutive win – and then she
wasn’t. Instead of posing in the winner’s circle, Garner took a long, empty walk back to the jockeys’ room.
He and The Mean Queen get
a chance to erase it all in today’s
$150,000 Jonathan Sheppard Stakes,
formerly the New York Turf Writers Cup, Saratoga’s second and final
Grade 1 hurdle race, and the first of
10 races on the card. Eight horses
face the starter in the 2 3/8-mile test,
Continued On Page 29

HAGYARD’S

The Mean Queen jumps a fence early in the Jonathan Kiser Stakes here July 28.
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Sheppard –
Continued from page 28
a mixed bag of horses ranging from
stakes veteran Gibralfaro (27 starts
over jumps) to newcomer The Mean
Queen (four). Post time is 1:05 p.m.
Once he realized he and the mare
were OK, Garner set about putting
the fall behind him. He looks forward
to making amends.
“You can’t not think about it, but
hopefully we can patch things up on
Wednesday,” he said Tuesday morning. “I’ve moved on very quickly, put
it behind me. Bless her she was running a great race. She had the race
won. She went one way and I went
the other. It’s hard to explain. By
the time I realized it was happening,
it was too late. She went one way, I
went the other.”
Ride enough horses and you’re going to fall off eventually. Garner said
he’d never been through something
like that, though he knows it’s possible. He recalled English flat jockey
George Baker coming off Cotai Glory in the final yards of the Group 2
Flying Childers at Doncaster in 2014

Tod Marks

Baltimore Bucko returns after running away with the A.P. Smithwick Memorial July 22.

when the horse drifted and the saddle
shifted.
“That’s horses,” he said. “I would
prefer it happened in a maiden claimer at Foxfield rather than at Saratoga.”
After the mishap, Garner received
a message of encouragement from English jump jockey Sam Twiston-Da-

vies, kind words from U.S. rival Jamie
Bargary and support from plenty of
others. They were appreciated.
“It’s nice to have people like that,”
he said. “It helps.”
A horse like The Mean Queen helps
too. Bred in Ireland by Kevin Purfield
and purchased last year by American
Rod Moorhead’s Buttonwood Farm,

she’s been first or second in every race
she’s finished and came into the Kiser
with wins in her last three starts. She
broke her maiden at Wexford April 9,
dominated her first American start at
Great Meadow in May and clobbered
overmatched fillies/mares at Nashville
in June. Garner rode her in all three
Continued On Page 30
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Sheppard –
Continued from page 29
American starts and came away impressed every time.
“She’s one of the nicest fillies I’ve
ever sat on and that includes England
and Ireland,” said Garner. “She’s very
talented.”
At the same time, she’s not easy –
especially in the morning.
“She’s very, very light-mouthed,”
said the jockey. “She doesn’t really like doing anything she doesn’t
want to do. If you get in a fight with
her, you’re going to lose. But when
she jumps off in a race, she’s simple
enough, you just can’t be too hard on
her mouth. She’s good to jump and
you can put her anywhere you want.”
The chestnut daughter of Doyen, 2-1 favorite on the morning line,
carries 147 pounds from post six as
she seeks to become just the third
filly or mare to win the stakes after
Life’s Illusion in 1975 and Footlights
in 2007. Garner has won the last two
runnings, with Winston C in 2019
and Rashaan last year.
In 2020, Garner could have ridden

Redicean or Rashaan and made the
right choice. With Baltimore Bucko
(ridden by Garner to victory four
weeks ago) and The Mean Queen in
this year’s race, the jockey left it up to
trainer Keri Brion.
“It’s hard to get off a horse like
Bucko so I just let her decide,” Garner
said. “She didn’t want anyone else to
ride The Mean Queen.”
Richie Condon moves over to Baltimore Bucko, who carries top weight
of 156 pounds in the handicap and is
the 5-2 second choice. The 5-year-old
English-bred, seeks his fourth jump
win after scoring twice last year and
wiring the Smithwick field last time.
Also owned by Buttonwood, the son
of Sholokhov came into that Grade 1
off a strong second a month earlier
and took a step forward at Saratoga.
The weights shift in others’ favors as
French Light, Gibralfaro and Redicean all return.
Second in the Smithwick, Irv Naylor’s French Light (6-1) could improve
after his first start since April. Brion
tabs Bargary for the ride as Harrison
Beswick moves over to newcomer Recent Revelations. Naylor and Brion
also run A Silent Player (20-1) off a
fifth in the Kiser. Barry Foley takes the

Tod Marks

Redicean, looks to improve on a second in last year’s race for trainer Leslie Young.

ride. Riverdee Stable’s Gibralfaro (92) finished third in the Smithwick, his
17th top-three finish over jumps, for
the second consecutive year. The Jack
Fisher trainee was second in the 2019
Turf Writers and fourth last year. Riverdee and Fisher also entered City
Dreamer, who wound up second in
the Kiser, with apprentice Park Hendriks to ride at 15-1.
Redicean won the 2019 Kiser for
Garner and finished second in the
2020 Turf Writers off a fourth in the
Smithwick. Off for almost a year, he
returned to finish fourth in this year’s
Smithwick and should move forward
for that run. Young and Gerard Galli-

gan, who have teamed up to win two
of the three jump races at the meet,
get together again at 5-1.
Recent Revelations, an Irish import from the barn of Denise Foster
(who took over the suspended Gordon Elliott’s barn), makes his American debut after being purchased by
Del Rio Chasers and Ricky Hendriks.
The 5-year-old exits a third over chase
fences July 1.
Saratoga received rain for much
of Tuesday, with more forecast overnight and into Wednesday, which
could make soft turf another variable
or even put the race at risk of postponement.

The Week Ahead
The Sheppard shares the card with the $120,000 Bolton Landing, the first
of two 2-year-old turf sprint stakes to start Alabama Week.
The 5 ½-furlong stakes for 2-year-old fillies attracted a field of 12, which
includes two main track only runners from trainer Wesley Ward’s barn in Avery Jane and Golden Bell. Ward, who has won three of the first six editions of
the Bolton Landing, also entered likely favorite Poppy Flower if it stays on the
grass along with fellow maiden winner Chi Town Lady.
Poppy Flower makes her fourth start in the Bolton Landing after finishing
second in back-to-back maiden races to start her career followed by a win in a
6-furlong turf maiden June 20 at Belmont Park. Jose Ortiz rode the daughter
of Lea in her three starts and returns aboard the 5-2 favorite if it stays on the
grass today.
Chi Town Lady hasn’t run since winning a 4 1/2-furlong maiden at Keeneland April 11. Ward slowed down with the daughter of Verrazano after shin
issues popped after the win. John Velazquez rides.
Continued On Page 31
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Continued from page 30

New York-Bred
of the DAY!

Ward won the Bolton Landing in 2016 with Con
Te Partiro, 2018 with Stillwater Cove and 2019
with Kimari. If the Bolton Landing moves to the
main track because of wet weather most of the day
Tuesday, Ward still looks strong with 9-5 main
track pick Averly Jane, a daughter of Midshipman
who beat the boys in the Kentucky Juvenile during
Kentucky Derby Week, and Golden Bell, a Keeneland spring winner who finished 16th in the Windsor Castle Stakes at Royal Ascot in June.
Hall of Fame trainer Mark Casse sends out
the Get Stormy filly Fulminate for owners Eclipse
Thoroughbred Partners, Gary Barber and Wachtel
Stable. She won a 5-furlong turf maiden in her debut July 16 at Gulfstream and is 7-2 on the early
line with jockey Luis Saez.
Others in the field include Flip My Id for the
meet’s leading trainer Mike Maker. The New Yorkbred daughter of Freud won her debut against statebreds going 5 furlongs on the grass at Belmont July
5. Derrynane goes for Christophe Clement off a
2-length victory in a state-bred turf sprint maiden
here July 22. Cartel Queen, Charlee O, Stand Up
Comic, Kneesnhips and Landslid complete the field.
Six New York-bred fillies and mares are entered
for Thursday’s feature, the $100,000 Union Avenue
Handicap at 6 ½ furlongs on the main track.

Joe Labozzetta/NYRA Photo

Sadie Lady is heavily favored in Thursday’s Union Avenue.

Sadie Lady leads that group at 2-5 for trainer Rob Atras and Jose Ortiz. Scratched from the
Grade 2 Honorable Miss July 28 for this spot, the
5-year-old Freud mare won the Dancing Renee last
time out after a second in the Grade 3 Vagrancy,
both at Belmont.
Irish Constitution, a debut winner at Saratoga
last summer for Ray Handal, takes on older fillies
and mares for the second time; and Awesome Debate, claimed two starts back by Bruce Brown out
of a win here July 18, are also in the field. Lot Of

Honey, Hannach Dances and Diva Banker complete the half dozen.
Antonio Sano liked what he saw from Barone
Cesco while the Klimt colt trained with his main
string at Palm Meadows Training Center in Florida
this spring and summer, so much so that he brought
him up with his small string bedded down on the
Oklahoma Training Track.
“He was working very good at home, so I told
the owner he had a chance for Saratoga,” Sano said
Tuesday morning.
Barone Cesco ran to his training, taking a 5
½-furlong turf maiden Aug. 6 and now runs back
in Friday’s $120,000 Skidmore Stakes at the same
distance.
“It’s a short amount of days, but the horse is doing just as good since his last race,” Sano said. “I’m
not worried about it.”
A $30,000 buy at the OBS April 2-year-olds in
training sale, Barone Cesco runs for Cammarota
Racing. Eric Cancel takes the return call.
Ward also entered Averly Jane and Golden Bell
as main track only runners for the Skidmore and
they’re joined on that list by Backnthewoods for
trainer Wayne Potts. Six others are entered for the
grass – Ward’s duo of Tremont winner Overbore
and Group 2 Coventry Stakes eighth Kaufymaker,
Catch The Smoke for Potts, Bonus Appreciation
for Steve Asmussen, Pure Panic for Maker and Baytown Warrior for Paul McEntee.
– Tom Law

Light In The Sky
A filly who has left her home state only
once in her career, Barry Schwartz homebred
Light In The Sky has proven to be a mainstay
on the New York circuit with top three finishes
in nearly every start. On Thursday, she was
rewarded for the first time this year with a win
in a New York-bred allowance/optional claimer by 1 1/4 lengths at Saratoga.
It was the third career victory in 12 runs
for the stakes-placed daughter of Tale Of The
Cat, who took her earnings to $220,856 with
the victory. In all, she has hit the board in nine of 12 starts with
those nine placings coming at the four New York tracks for
trainer Horacio DePaz.
Light In The Sky is a third generation New York-bred and first
generation homebred for Schwartz, who reached to $250,000 to
secure her New York-bred dam Iron Goddess from the Vinery
consignment at the 2004 Keeneland September yearling sale. A
victor at Saratoga as well, Iron Goddess won the 2007 Stage View
Stakes.
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As a broodmare, Iron
Goddess has served the New
York program and Schwartz well as the dam of
stakes winner Iron Mizz and multiple stakesplaced Iron Power (both by Mizzen Mast)
among her eight winners from eight to race.
Iron Goddess is one of six winners from
seven to race out of the New York-bred Ceridwen. That mare spent her whole breeding
career in New York as part of James Cassidy’s
broodmare band. Her final foal was 2011 War Pass mare Maura’s
Pass, who raced exclusively in New York with four wins in 17
starts.
Iron Goddess has an unraced 3-year-old full-sister to Iron
Mizz and Iron Power named Oolong as her youngest foal. The
mare was bred to Flintshire in 2020 and 2021.
– Melissa Bauer-Herzog
(photo by Dave Harmon)
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SARATOGA ENTRIES
Wednesday, August 18.
1ST (1:05PM). $150,000. - THE JONATHAN SHEPPARD, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 3/8M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............City Dreamer (IRE).......... P. Hendriks....................... J. Fisher...................... 15-1
2 ..... 2.............Gibralfaro (IRE)............... G. Watters........................ J. Fisher........................ 9-2
3 ..... 3.............Baltimore Bucko (GB)..... R. Condon........................ K. Brion......................... 5-2
4 ..... 4.............French Light (FR)............ J. Bargary......................... K. Brion......................... 6-1
5 ..... 5.............A Silent Player (IRE)....... B. Foley............................. K. Brion....................... 20-1
6 ..... 6.............The Mean Queen (IRE).... T. Garner........................... K. Brion......................... 2-1
7 ..... 7.............Recent Revelations (IRE).H. Beswick........................ R. Hendriks................. 15-1
8 ..... 8.............Redicean (GB)................. G. Galligan........................ L. Young........................ 5-1
2ND (1:38PM). $60,000, CLM $32,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Easy Shot........................ T. Gaffalione...................... B. Levine....................... 9-2
2 ..... 2.............Cantrell Hill..................... L. Saez.............................. D. Gargan...................... 5-2
3 ..... 3.............Flat Out Beautiful............. R. Santana, Jr................... R. Atras......................... 4-1
4 ..... 4.............Somebody....................... J. Rosario......................... H. Bond......................... 6-1
5 ..... 5.............Create Again.................... M. Franco......................... P. Walder....................... 6-1
6 ..... 6.............Free Enterprise................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 2-1
3RD (2:15PM). $80,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double, Quinella
1 ..... 1.............Pout................................ B. Hernandez.................... N. Zito......................... 20-1
2 ..... 2.............Sea Pines........................ D. Davis............................ J. Englehart................... 6-1
3 ..... 3.............Lockstep......................... J. Ortiz.............................. G. Arnold, II................ 12-1
4 ..... 4.............Morning Matcha.............. J. Lezcano........................ R. Reid, Jr..................... 2-1
5 ..... 5.............Fiftyshadesofrun............. R. Santana, Jr................... J. Vazquez................... 12-1
6 ..... 6.............G Money Liv.................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... R. Moquett.................. 10-1
7 ..... 7.............Call Sign Charlie.............. M. Franco......................... J. Abreu......................... 9-2
8 ..... 8.............Love Unlimited................ J. Samuel......................... O. Barrera, III.............. 20-1
9 ..... 9.............Monshun......................... J. Rosario......................... R. Handal...................... 5-2
4TH (2:49PM). $55,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Universal Payday............. T. Gaffalione...................... M. Trombetta................. 5-2
2 ..... 2.............Dark Storm..................... E. Cancel........................... G. Weaver..................... 5-1
3 ..... 3.............Blewitt............................. L. Saez.............................. T. Pletcher..................... 2-1
4 ..... 4.............Villainous........................ M. Franco......................... O. Barrera, III................ 7-2
5 ..... 5.............Kumar............................. J. Rosario......................... G. Rodriguez................. 5-1
6 ..... 6.............Heavy Roller.................... O. Hernandez Moreno....... E. Jones........................ 8-1
5TH (3:21PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1 ..... 2.............Decree of Love................ T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker....................... 5-1
1a ..... 3.............Ready for Charm............. J. Castellano..................... K. McPeek..................... 5-1
2 ..... 1.............Shine............................... J. Velazquez...................... W. Mott......................... 6-1
3 ..... 4.............Diamond Hands.............. J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................... 3-1
4 ..... 5.............Gun Boat......................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. McGaughey III.......... 7-2
5 ..... 6.............Princess Teruko.............. D. Cohen........................... K. Rubley..................... 15-1
6 ..... 7.............Highly Devauxted............ L. Saez.............................. C. DeVaux..................... 8-1
7 ..... MTO.......Lemieux.......................... T. Gaffalione...................... M. Casse....................... 6-5
8 ..... 9.............Vagaries (IRE)................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 2-1
6TH (3:55PM). $100,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Sand and Sea.................. J. Velazquez...................... W. Mott......................... 7-2
2 ..... 2.............Venus Oyzo..................... J. Samuel......................... R. Persaud.................. 30-1
3 ..... 3.............Arch of Fire..................... H. Harkie........................... D. Seyler..................... 30-1
4 ..... 4.............Let Them Eat Cake.......... M. Franco......................... I. Wilkes........................ 8-1
5 ..... 5.............Genetic Gem................... E. Cancel........................... C. Martin..................... 20-1
6 ..... 6.............Gailhorsewind................. J. Ortiz.............................. L. Rice........................... 3-1
7 ..... 7.............Crowding Out.................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 8-5
8 ..... 8.............Miss Domina................... L. Saez.............................. G. Weaver..................... 4-1
9 ..... MTO.......Thegoddessofsnakes...... J. Samuel......................... C. Summers.................. 8-1
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7TH (4:29PM). $60,000, STR $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Bayshore Foxes............... D. Davis............................ P. Bauer......................... 3-1
2 ..... 2.............Raffinity.......................... M. Franco......................... O. Barrera, III................ 8-1
3 ..... 3.............Cadeau de Paix................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... P. Reynolds................... 4-1
4 ..... 4.............April Antics..................... H. Harkie........................... M. Simmonds............. 20-1
5 ..... 5.............Chloe Rose...................... J. Rosario......................... J. Toscano, Jr................ 6-1
6 ..... 6.............Air Cavalry...................... L. Saez.............................. M. O’Connor.................. 6-1
7 ..... 7.............Before You...................... J. Ortiz.............................. W. Mott......................... 4-1
8 ..... 8.............Targeted Return.............. T. Gaffalione...................... C. Brown....................... 9-2
8TH (5:05PM). $66,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Taos................................ L. Saez.............................. D. Gargan...................... 9-2
2 ..... MTO.......Musical America............. J. Rosario......................... C. Baker......................... 5-2
3 ..... 3.............Castagno......................... E. Cancel........................... M. Kantarmaci............. 15-1
4 ..... 4.............Artemus Bridge............... J. Velazquez...................... S. Klesaris................... 15-1
5 ..... 5.............Seismic Wave................. J. Rosario......................... C. Brown....................... 7-2
6 ..... 6.............Parlor.............................. T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker....................... 3-1
7 ..... 7.............Attentive.......................... D. Cohen........................... R. Diodoro..................... 6-1
8 ..... 8.............Morocco.......................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 12-1
9 ..... 9.............Soulmate......................... J. Samuel......................... J. Pregman, Jr............. 20-1
10..... 10...........Hieroglyphics.................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... D. Schettino.................. 6-1
11..... 11...........Troubling Moon............... J. Lezcano........................ G. Arnold, II................ 10-1
9TH (5:39PM). $120,000, STK - THE BOLTON LANDING, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Cartel Queen................... T. Gaffalione...................... T. Amoss..................... 12-1
2 ..... 2.............Charlee O........................ M. Franco......................... M. Nevin........................ 8-1
3 ..... 3.............Derrynane....................... J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................... 5-1
4 ..... 4.............Flip My Id........................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... M. Maker....................... 8-1
5 ..... 5.............Poppy Flower.................. J. Ortiz.............................. W. Ward........................ 5-2
6 ..... 6.............Stand Up Comic.............. J. Lezcano........................ R. Reid, Jr................... 12-1
7 ..... 7.............Kneesnhips..................... E. Cancel........................... T. Amoss..................... 10-1
8 ..... 8.............Fulminate........................ L. Saez.............................. M. Casse....................... 7-2
9 ..... 9.............Chi Town Lady................ J. Velazquez...................... W. Ward........................ 8-1
10..... 10...........Landslid.......................... B. Hernandez.................... R. Keithan................... 50-1
11..... MTO.......Averly Jane..................... T. Gaffalione...................... W. Ward........................ 9-5
12..... MTO.......Golden Bell...................... J. Velazquez...................... W. Ward........................ 4-1
10TH (6:13PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1 ..... 1.............Clear Humor.................... L. Saez.............................. B. Russell...................... 1-1
2 ..... 2.............D’vinicris......................... J. Ortiz.............................. D. Donk....................... 10-1
3 ..... 3.............Multiple Expansion.......... M. Franco......................... C. Brown....................... 7-2
4 ..... 4.............Capt’ Remington............. D. Davis............................ M. Miceli..................... 15-1
5 ..... 5.............Brother Jeremiah............ O. Hernandez Moreno....... R. Davis....................... 30-1
6 ..... 6.............Damilano......................... R. Santana, Jr................... H. Bond......................... 3-1
7 ..... 7.............Stonecoldwarrior............ J. Castellano..................... P. Reynolds................. 12-1
8 ..... 8.............Production Credit............ H. Harkie........................... J. Ferraro..................... 50-1
9 ..... 9.............A Colt Named Susie........ J. Samuel......................... O. Noda....................... 30-1
Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Race #

1
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2021 Records

Tom
Law

Charles
Bedard

The Mean Queen
Baltimore Bucko
French Light
Free Enterprise
Create Again
Flat Out Beautiful
Monshun
Call Sign Charlie
Morning Matcha
Blewitt
Universal Payday
Kumar
Lemieux
Diamond Hands
Three Diamonds entry
Crowding Out
Sand And Sea
Miss Domina
Targeted Return
Bayshore Foxes
Before You
Taos
Musical America
Parlor
Averly Jane
Chi Town Lady
Poppy Flower
Clear Humor
Multiple Expansion
D’vinicris

The Mean Queen
Baltimore Bucko
Gibralfaro
Cantrell Hill
Free Enterprise
Flat Out Beautiful
Monshun
Sea Pines
G Money Liv
Universal Payday
Blewitt
Dark Storm
Lemieux
Vagaries
Gun Boat
Sand And Sea
Crowding Out
Let Them Eat Cake
Bayshore Foxes
Before You
Air Cavalry
Musical America
Parlor
Seismic Wave
Averly Jane
Fulminate
Poppy Flower
Clear Humor
Damilano
Multiple Expansion

French Light
Redicean
Gibralfaro
Free Enterprise
Create Again
Flat Out Beautiful
Sea Pines
Fiftyshadesofrun
G Money Liv
Villainous
Kumar
Blewitt
Vagaries
Lemieux
Three Diamonds entry
Crowding Out
Let Them Eat Cake
Genetic Gem
Cadeaux de Paix
Air Cavalry
Targeted Return
Taos
Hieroglyphics
Attentative
Averly Jane
Poppy Flower
Fulminate
Clear Humor
Damilano
Multiple Expansion

The Mean Queen
City Dreamer
Gibralfaro
Cantrell Hill
Free Enterprise
Easy Shot
Morning Matcha
Lockstep
G Money Liv
Universal Payday
Blewitt
Dark Storm
Lemieux
Three Diamonds entry
Gun Boat
Let Them Eat Cake
Crowding Out
Sand And Sea
Before You
Bayshore Foxes
Cadeau de Paix
Taos
Musical America
Seismic Wave
Averly Jane
Stand Up Comic
Poppy Flower
Clear Humor
Multiple Expansion
Damilano

The Mean Queen
Baltimore Bucko
Redicean
Free Enterprise
Cantrel Hill
Easy Shot
Monshun
Call Sign Charlie
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High Demand
Fasig-Tipton’s New York-bred
yearling sale posts overall gains
BY TOM LAW AND MARY EDDY

NEW YORK-BRED SALE

Boyd Browning Jr. equated the
results of the two-day Fasig-Tipton
Saratoga New York-bred yearling
sale to one of the high-reward wagers
horseplayers down East Avenue might
clamor for to cap a big day.
Only this one returned more than
$18.5 million.
“We hit the superfecta,” Browning, Fasig-Tipton’s president and
chief executive officer, said after the
final yearling went through the Saratoga sales ring this summer. “Gross,
average and median were all up, and
RNAs were down.”
The Saratoga New York-bred
sale, shelved last year because of the
coronavirus pandemic and repackaged into the Select Yearling Show-

case in September in Lexington, Ky.,
roared back with authority in 2021.
Fasig-Tipton reported sales on 203 of
the 258 yearlings offered over the two
sessions for $18,566,500, up 14.6
percent from the $16,200,000 for
186 yearlings sold at the 2019 sale.
The average price at this year’s
sale rose 5 percent, from $87,097
to $91,461, while median increased
16.7 percent to $70,000. The sale’s
buyback rate came in at 21.3 percent,
much improved from the 30.1 percent
in 2019.
“We’re fortunate enough that the
consignors once again gave us really
Continued On Page 35

Hip 301 heads to the ring to start the New York-bred sale Sunday night.

Fasig-Tipton

A BRAND MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR HORSEMEN, RUN BY HORSEMEN

WEB SI T E M AN AG E M EN T | C O N T EN T CR E AT I O N | PH OTO G R APH Y | R E SE AR CH | SO CI AL M ED I A
MELISSA BAUER-HER ZOG
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MELISSA@P YROISMEDIA .COM
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Continued from page 34
outstanding horses,” Browning said.
“There was significant bidding from a
diverse buying group.”
Fasig-Tipton officials, consignors
and buyers were eager for the New
York-bred yearling sale’s return,
pointing out in the days leading up
to the sale that there’s no way to duplicate the atmosphere of Saratoga
and to sell the product of the Empire
State’s breeding industry in the middle of racing’s premier meet.
“We’ve always been committed
to this sale and this marketplace,”
Browning said. “There was no segment of the marketplace more adversely affected by the (pandemic)
than the New York-bred yearling
marketplace. It’s nice to restore the
marketplace for (the breeders), so
they can have confidence going forward.”
Five of the top eight highest-priced
yearlings were reported sold during
a strong opening session conducted
Sunday night after the races.
The evening session felt like an
offshoot of the earlier Saratoga select
sale, which also posted strong results
compared to 2019, with a lively and
reveling crowd and enthusiastic bidding in the pavilion and from the back
ring. Overall, three fillies brought the
three highest prices and 24 yearlings
sold for $200,000 or more.
The overall top reported price
came Sunday when Hip 341, a filly by
Uncle Mo out of the winning Distorted Humor mare Averymerrymoment,
went for $495,000. Bred by Mia Gallo, Mary Kopley, Michael Newton
and Elzabeth Weese and consigned by
Thomas J. Gallo Sales Agency, the filly was listed as sold to the Gallo-led
partnership Dream Maker Racing.
The filly is a half-sister to the winning
3-year-old Kitten’s Joy filly Astoria
Kitten who sold for $175,000 at the
2019 New York-bred sale along with
five other winners.
Conor Foley of Oracle Bloodstock
signed for the second biggest ticket
of the sale on behalf of GMP Stables,
Vekoma Racing and West Paces, going to $350,000 for Hip 419, a Munnings filly, early in Monday’s afternoon session.
Out of the dual stakes-winning
Freud mare Freudie Anne, the filly is a

Wednesday, August 18, 2021

“We bought a beautiful colt by him
in July and we saw this filly and she’s
got everything you’d want to have,”
Ingordo said. “She has a strong female
family, she’s got the New York-bred
condition to fall back on if we need it,
but she looks like an open-company
horse. She’s an excellent representation of Accelerate.”
Bred by EKQ Stables, foaled at
Sugar Maple Farm in Poughquag
and consigned by St George Sales,
agent, the filly is a half-sister to Spa
Ready, a $260,000 purchase at the
2019 Keeneland September yearling
sale and a winner in her debut last
September at Belmont Park for Wise
Racing and trainer Chad Brown. She
finished fourth in the Tempted Stakes
in early November and returned with
a runner-up effort in allowance company at Monmouth Park in early August.
Ingordo said he paid more for the
filly than anticipated, but that horses
like her are worth it.
“This filly oozed class,” he said.
“She’s been by the ring all night and
didn’t turn a hair… She’s a good horse,
and she costs what a good horse costs.
The market is really strong. She was
expensive, but we love her.”
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SANTOS INC. jockeys
are ready for a big summer.
Are you?

Riders UP!
Miguel Mena 116

Saratoga, Churchill Downs,
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118

Churchill Downs, Arlington Park,
Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116

Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118
Remington Park

We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
(305) 979-7779
@josesantos_33 on Twitter

Mosler ‘Exacta’
MD Jockey Club/Jim McCue

Sale –

full sister to a Munnings colt who sold
for $100,000 at the Keeneland November breeding stock sale in 2019.
From the family of Grade 1 La Brea
Stakes winner I Ain’t Bluffing, Foley
said the filly was one of the most attractive offerings in the catalog.
“I thought she was one of the
top three fillies in the sale,” he said.
“We’re really excited. She’s one of the
best athletes in the sale. She’s going
to go to the races and be trained by
Danny Gargan. Hopefully in a year,
she’ll be walking out of the winner’s
circle at Saratoga. We thought she
would cost about that. She’s a very
nice physical… we are excited to get
her.”
Foley said the New York-bred sale
consistently offers standout yearlings
each year.
“The quality here is very good,” he
said. “You’re buying New York-breds
to win open races. The (New Yorkbred) program has gone way up.”
Consigner Adrian Regan of Hunter Valley Farm said the success the
filly’s dam found in the 2015 Statue
of Liberty division New York Stallion
Series Stakes at Saratoga added to her
appeal.
“I don’t think it was any harm
that her mother did all of her running
across the road here,” he said. “She
won here six years ago. … Munnings
has taken off in the last year, with
results on the track and at the sales.
She’s a beautiful, athletic, well-balanced mover. She behaved brilliantly.
Every show was as good as her previous show. She was by far our most
popular yearling this week.”
Hunter Valley Farm had previously consigned her at the Fasig-Tipton
Kentucky winter mixed sale in February where she sold for $130,000 to
Peter Pugh of Cherry Knoll Farm. The
filly was bred by Fergus Galvin, Marc
Detampel, Jayne Johnson and Adrian
Wallace and foaled at McMahon of
Saratoga Thoroughbreds in Saratoga
Springs.
Bloodstock agent David Ingordo
purchased the third most expensive
yearling – and second-highest priced
yearling Sunday – when he went to
$335,000 on behalf of trainer John
Sadler for Hip 385, a filly by Accelerate out of the winning Bernardini
mare Delay Of Game.
Impressed with what he’s seen
from her sire so far, Ingordo said he
came to the sale with yearlings by Accelerate in mind.

Maryland-bred Mosler 3-year-olds Depository and Johnny Sack run 1-2
in $53,280 Pimlico allowance August 14. Congratulations to winning
owner/breeder Hope Haskell Jones and trainer Cal Lynch.

War Front – Gold Vault, by Arch
Standing at Country Life Farm in Maryland for $4,000 LFSN.

Josh Pons 443-807-0644 v Mike Pons 410-459-8517
Christy Holden 410-808-1325 v Bel Air, Maryland
410-879-1952 v info@countrylifefarm.com v countrylifefarm.com
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The Horsuess
Who Got
Here

HALL TALK
WITH

MARK CASSE | TODD PLETCHER | JACK FISHER

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in anything really – beckons only a select
few and the class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing
missed the ceremony because of the coronavirus
pandemic) is one of the most special in history
as seven-time Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher
goes in during his first year of eligibility and 13time leading steeplechase trainer Jack Fisher joins
him.
Technically inducted last year, trainer Mark
Casse gets his due in 2021 after joining Canada’s
Hall in 2016. We get each to discuss a special
horse in each edition. These aren’t top 20 lists,
just examples of the kinds of horses it takes to get
trainers to the Hall of Fame.
We asked a simple question: Who got you
here? And they answered.

Mark Casse
Got Stormy. No introduction needed here, she’s
all over this newspaper. Bred by Mt. Joy Stable,
Pope McLean, Marc McLean and Pope McLean Jr.,
the daughter of Get Stormy continued to add to her
legend with a win the Grade 1 Fourstardave Saturday, her second time to win the turf stakes against
the boys. Purchased as a yearling by Equine Invest
and turned over to Niall Brennan, she sold to Alan
Quartucci for $45,000 as a 2-year-old in 2017.
Developed and trained by Lisa Lewis, the chestnut
turf star finished third in her debut and fourth in
her second start before being sold to Gary Barber and transferred to Casse. She’s won 10 stakes
since and now runs for Spendthrift Farm and My
Racehorse Stable after being sold for $2.75 million
at Fasig-Tipton Kentucky November mixed sale.
There’s a natural comparison to Casse’s two-time
champion Tepin.
“I told Gary Barber after she broke her maiden,
‘This is the next Tepin.’ The way she did things,
it just reminded me of her. Tepin didn’t start out
great, Tepin became great. This filly started out OK
and she’s just gotten better and better.
“When she came back in six days between
the De La Rose and the Fourstardave [in 2019],
I thought back to what Allen Jerkens said to me
years ago, ‘Run them when they’re good. Rest them
when they’re not.’ We don’t do that enough. Now,
a week is a little unusual.
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Tod Marks

Palace Malice storms home in the 2013 Belmont Stakes.

“Tepin would struggle with the day-to-day training here, she would never do as good here and she
got beat here. Tepin could run on any turf course
but it was the everyday training, the deeper track,
the deeper dirt tracks get those turf horses, eats them
alive. Tepin would nearly trip and fall out here.
“When we bought her, she was a maiden, she
was nervous, everything would bother her. It’s not
anything necessarily that we did, it’s just over time,
the more you run, the more you move them around,
you get better or you lose it.
“Two years ago, we had run in the De La Rose
and were coming back in six days, we jog her for a
couple of days and I said, ‘You know what, Martin,
let’s turn her around and let her gallop one day.
He went by me, out of breath, ‘I think we should
run…’ I called Gary and said, ‘We should run.’
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“She was cool as a cucumber (for the 2021
Fourstardave). I can pretty much tell you in the
paddock how she’s going to do. She will get fretting
sometimes, today she was like, ‘Bring it on.’ That was
her most powerful performance since winning the
Fourstardave two years ago. She’s like a rocket ship.”

Jack Fisher
Darn Tipalarm. Bred by Starsfell Farm, the son of
Darn That Alarm fetched a $46,000 bid from D.H.
Piser in the OBS March 2-year-old sale in 1995.
He won two races at Calder for Piser and trainer
Eddie Plesa Jr. before winding up with trainer Jim
McGreevy at Fair Hill Training Center. Fisher purchased the Florida-bred after he finished last in an
Continued On Page 37
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Hall Talk –
Continued from page 36
allowance at Delaware Park in 1997.
He won three times over hurdles, including two stakes before switching
to steeplethon cross-country races and
timber racing. The gray blur did it one
way – on the lead. Owned by Henry
and Ann Stern, Darn Tipalarm earned
$298,090 before retiring in 2004.
“Very cool horse. He won a novice
stakes and a couple of others stakes
over hurdles, but it’s just like flat racing, every level gets tougher and he
had reached his level so we switched
him to the steeplethon and then timber. It’s kind of like how I find flat
horses, I try to find horses who have
gone as far as they can go and that the
owners want to protect. I rode him in
the steeplethon at the Gold Cup, he
was an easy winner and I was showing off a little at the second to last and
he took off outside the wings. He was
the horse that Jonathan Thomas got
hurt on, those front-running horses,
they get caught over jumps, it’s better
to stop. He was fun, you could really
put horses in bad spots. If they came
to you, you could take off outside the
wings. I feel like horses when they’re
mentally like that, rating them isn’t
going to work, so don’t even bother,
because he’s going to be a lunatic.”

Todd Pletcher

Palace Malice. Cot Campbell
loved to buy early at the sales and
he snagged Palace Malice, then Hip
36, for $200,000 at the 2012 Keeneland April 2-year-olds in training
sale. The son of Curlin went on to a
classic-winning career with Grade 1

victories at 3 and 4. A winner in his
second start at 2 at Saratoga, Palace
Malice went into the Kentucky Derby
winless in four tries and finished 12th
after leading through 6 furlongs in
1:09.80. Pletcher took the blinkers off
after the Derby and five weeks later
Palace Malice, who settled early while
running on the outside, rolled to a 3
¼-length win over Preakness winner
Oxbow and Kentucky Derby winner Orb in the Belmont Stakes. Palace Malice added the Jim Dandy to
his resume that summer and finished
fourth by three-quarters of a length in
the Travers. He returned at 4 to win
four straight graded stakes, including
the Grade 1 Metropolitan Handicap
in 1:33.56 for the mile.
“Obviously he was a very good
horse. We were high on him as a
2-year-old, a little frustrated with
some of the trips he got as a 3-yearold. He was training so well going
into the Belmont, we were optimistic
that we would win for them knowing
how exciting that would be for Dogwood, Mr. and Mrs. Campbell. It was
definitely one of my favorite wins. It’s
so rare to have a horse that versatile,
one that can win the Met Mile and
the Belmont Stakes. He established
himself as one of the top horses in
training that winter, kind of went the
wrong way late in the year. But he was
great in the Jim Dandy as a 3-yearold, unlucky in the Travers, missed
the break but was flying at the end.
When you talk about the best horses
we’ve trained, he’s on the list. We ran
five in the Belmont that year. A few
for Repole that we were stretching it
with. He kept asking which I thought
had the best chance and I told him,
‘Palace Malice is training the best of
them all.’ ”

Feel the rush and excitement of horse ownership while
having fun with friends & family! Affordable opportunities
for any budget!
on
$1.6 Milli
gs
In Earnin

America’s
Pastime
Stables

APStables.com
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5 Wins
At Sarato
ga
Last Sum
mer

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country

“Tom’s Ready (Grade 2 winner, $1,036,267) and
Chess Chief (Grade 2 winner, $694,928) both went
right from the sale here in Saratoga to Kip
in Camden. They turned out better than just OK.”
– Trainer Dallas Stewart

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com
Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds in training sales
Yearling to 2-year-old prep

Help protect
your sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls
are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law
A small firm dedicated to big things

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation
Wage and Hour Defense

@APStables
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Why?

77&sunny
BY TERRY HILL
In the long-running BBC television series Rumpole of the Bailey, the main character, the barrister
Horace Rumpole privately refers to his wife as “She
who must be obeyed.” I merely mention that tidbit
in passing.
The third race Sunday featured a masterful winning ride by Hall of Fame jockey Javier Castellano.
When they crossed the finish line, my wife, who has
always had a bit of a thing for Castellano, immediately told this 77-year-old Saratoga Special intern
that I absolutely had to go interview the jockey and
do a race recap for the paper.
Two things here:
If you’ve read this column before you are no
doubt aware that race recap assignments terrify
me. And second, these recap assignments generally
come from my editor, not my wife. With these two
negatives in mind, I resisted . . . for all of a Rumpole
second.
By the time the winner had returned to the winner’s enclosure I was there with my notes and my
recorder ready to waylay the jockey and ask him
how he’d just won the 5,387th race of his career.
I guarantee you Castellano has done at least 5,387
post-race interviews in his life, so he’s good at them.
He carefully explained how a filly who, until three
weeks ago had been a four-start maiden, had since
then won two races here at Saratoga, both times
with Castellano aboard. He was very professional.
My editor probably wouldn’t be interested in using my recap of this race because, on a Saratoga
scale, it really wasn’t that important – a $40,000
claiming race for fillies and mares 3-years and up.
But I have been taught to touch all the bases in a
recap so I’ll just sneak them in here: the winner
in the 5 1/2-furlong turf sprint was Social Whirl,
a 3-year-old filly trained by Tom Morley and bred
and owned by Patricia Moseley.
On parting with Javier, I said casually and sincerely, “Nice to see you in the winner’s circle again.”

This last year has not been easy for Javier. In
November he opted for arthroscopic surgery on his
right leg. He went for it, not because it was essential right then, but because he wanted to extend his
career.
“Doing this now, I’ll be able to ride longer and
move forward,” he said in January.
“You gotta be lucky. You gotta be in the right
place at the right time. And for a time, I wasn’t any
place. So now I’ve just got to be professional, do the
homework and be prepared to be lucky.”
Why does he need it? He’s already in the Hall of
Fame. I assume he’s financially secure. Why?
Maybe a part of the answer to that question was
in the first race of the day. The jockey line on No. 5,
read “David Flores (0-0-0-0).” Some new apprentice?
Writer David Grening spotted the name, remembered it and wrote a nice short piece in Daily Racing Form about a top West Coast jockey, who after
a 34-year career, retired four years ago, did a little
training and now worked with and exercised horses
for trainer Wesley Ward.
In fact, David Flores (0-0-0-0) had more lifetime
wins than any of the seven other jockeys in the race
– 3,609, including three Breeders’ Cup races.
Flores told me this week, “I didn’t really get serious until I came to California. It was California’s
golden days and I was surrounded by great jockeys,
like Laffit Pincay, Chris McCarron, Shoemaker, Fernando Toro. I was learning by watching them and
studying how they rode. I got serious about being a
professional jockey, instead of just a rider. I really
worked at it.”
On Sunday, David Flores hadn’t been in a race in
more than a year. But he’d been working with Ward
on a problematic unraced 2-year-old gelding named
John’s Protege.
“Yeah,” said Flores, “he was kind of a project
when he got here. He’s got a very light mouth, and

he jumps a bit and he’s a little player. But I got to
know the horse, rode him every day and he got
better and better. And when he was ready to race,
Wesley put me on the horse. I was very happy to be
there.”
That happiness disappeared the moment the
gates opened. Coming out of post five, John’s Protege was slammed into by Remember Normandy in
post six. The next part of the race was all damage
control for Flores.
“I just tried to find him a spot and settle him a
bit, maybe give him a chance later,” he said.
After the first quarter, the gelding was settled but
eighth and last. On the turn, Flores asked him to
run and he responded.
“Wow! When we came out of the turn the adrenaline really kicked in for me and we were coming.
What a feeling!”
In the end, John’s Protege passed them all but
one, finishing second.
“He made a great run; I was really happy for
him.”
My editor had suggested I talk to Flores and ask
him: “Why?”
Why did he come out of retirement to ride this
one race? I didn’t have to ask the question. I had the
answer when I listened to him describe the stretch
run.
I think it’s the same answer Castellano would
give to the “Why?” question.
When you’ve spent your life learning to be as
good as you can at a craft or skill and you know
you’ve made yourself good, you’re understandably
proud of it. Maybe as proud as you are of anything
in your life.
And then time passes.
Castellano is now 43; Flores 10 years older. But it
doesn’t matter if you’re 43 or 53 … or 77, you still
want to show the world – and yourself – that you
can still do it.

BIG DAYS, BIG WINS

10

celebrating

years

AUGUST 8:

CON LIMA Wins

$700,000

Saratoga Oaks-G3

Get Involved with ECLIPSE at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga This Week!
Horses purchased in last 9 years include: Belmont S. winner TAPWRIT, BC winner SHARING & G1 SW VALIANCE
ec lips et bpar t ner s .c om
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Tuesday Night’s

Join
The Club

“DEADLINE DINNER”
Presented by:

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

Award-winning
sourdough pizza and
full menu of fun
healthy meals.

Fun || Farm || Food
“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.
Now, I can watch the horses again.”
– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Local beer & wine
✥✥

Breakfast, lunch, and
dinner seven days

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
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Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146
64 Excelsior Avenue
Saratoga Springs
Plenty of parking
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Healthy grab-and-go options
always available
www.pizzadeliver y.farm

grab your boots
and join us

for a casual evening of FUNdraising, food,
music, basket raffles, and horses, too!

Tickets: $45

Available at www.TRFinc.org or call 518.226.0028

August 24, 2021 5-9 pm
The Saratoga Winery
Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY
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theoutsiderail
BY JOE CLANCY
Fifty years ago, Jonathan Sheppard bought four
yearlings at the Fasig-Tipton yearling sales at Saratoga. And changed racing. Then in his early days as
a trainer, he had never really purchased a yearling
– let alone traded bids among racing’s big names.
But there he was, backed by an owner just getting started as well.
“I was training a few horses for George Strawbridge then, mostly steeplechasers and some he rode
himself,” said Sheppard in 2008. “He said we ought
to buy some yearlings at Saratoga and gave me a
$100,000 budget. We bought four.”
Sheppard sounded amazed when he talked about
it 13 years ago, and somewhat the same when I
spoke to him from his home in Florida Monday.
“It might have been the first time I ever bought a
yearling,” said the Hall of Fame trainer, who retired
after the 2020 season. “It was his idea. We just went
to the sale and shopped.”
They bought Hip 48 first. Bred in Virginia by
Keswick Farm, the daughter of First Landing sold
late on the first night (Tuesday, Aug. 10). Sheppard
and Strawbridge came right back to buy Hip 49,
a colt by Crème de la Crème bred in California by
Verne Winchell Jr. Three nights later, they added
Hip 212, a Flag Raiser colt from the liquidation of
Bieber-Jacobs Stable and finished off with Hip 221,
a Maryland-bred Northern Dancer colt from Windfields Farm.
Sheppard went $1,500 over budget, but Strawbridge would have no complaints. The quartet (with
purchase prices) turned out to be:
• Fast Approach ($39,000), one of Strawbridge’s
foundation broodmares who produced Grade 1
winner First Approach, Grade 2 winner Last Approach, Grade 3 winner Summer Fling, and six other winners.
• Cafe Prince ($17,000), a two-time Eclipse
Award winner as champion steeplechaser and member of racing’s Hall of Fame.
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Sheppard

• Social Conscience ($10,500), a steeplechase
winner and foxhunter at Augustin for years.
• Northern Fling ($35,000), a graded stakes winner on the flat and sire.
All great achievements have a catalyst, and that
was probably it in Sheppard’s Hall of Fame career.
He’d trained winners to that point, won his first
National Steeplechase Association training title in
1970 but nobody would have pegged him for a career spanning 56 years, 3,426 wins, champions on
the flat and over jumps and so on.
Sheppard won 26 NSA training titles, the last
coming in a Covid-shortened 2020. He won just
about every important American jump race, including Saratoga’s New York Turf Writers Cup a record
15 times. After his retirement, NYRA renamed the
Turf Writers for him and the race has its first running today. He won’t be here to present the trophy,
but he’ll be watching.
“You usually have to wait until you die to get
a raced named for you,” he said Monday with a
cackle. “I’m flattered. I don’t watch much racing,
but absolutely I’ll watch on Wednesday.”
Sheppard spent much of 2020 in Florida due to
the coronavirus pandemic, guiding the stable to 20
jump wins (and 19 more on the flat) through assistant Keri Brion, and stayed there with wife Cathy
after the retirement announcement in January.
“It’s very peaceful,” he said of the change. “We’re
happily living in our nice house in Florida, just enjoying the good life.”
His impact on today’s race is heavy. He trained
three of the eight entries – Baltimore Bucko, French
Light and A Silent Player. Two trainers, Brion and
Leslie Young, worked for him, with Young leasing
his former training facility for her stable this year.
Trainer Ricky Hendriks rode races for Sheppard.
Sheppard won his first Turf Writers in 1979,
with Leaping Frog, added wins in 1983 with Double Reefed and 1984 with Flatterer. Double Bill and
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Yaw won four in a row from 1989-1992. Mistico
defeated champions Lonesome Glory and Warm
Spell, when all three carried 168 pounds, in the rain
in 1994. Bisbalense upset the 1997 running. Ninepins turned back time to win at age 13 in 2000.
It’s A Giggle knocked off heavy favorite Praise The
Prince in 2001 to go 3-for-3 at the meet. Mixed Up
came through in 2006, Sermon Of Love in 2010.
Italian Wedding flew Sheppard’s silks in 2013. And
Winston C completed the rare A.P. Smithwick-Turf
Writers double in 2019.
Asked his favorite, he hesitated, then landed on
Flatterer – the homebred Hall of Famer, four-time
champion and world-traveler.
“I suppose Flatterer would have to be a standout,” Sheppard said. “He was a great horse and I
co-owned and bred him so that added to it. He had
to do it the hard way, carrying weight and as the
favorite most of the time. He had a tremendous record, and to have bred him made it extra special.
He was able to win the long-distance races we had
like the Colonial Cup (2 3/4 miles), and was quick
enough to win at Saratoga too.”
A year after his Turf Writers win, Flatterer was
so good that no one would run against him. NYRA
carded the stakes as a 2-mile turf race at Belmont
Park. Flatterer ran anyway and finished third behind Rokeby Stable’s Bobby Burns.
Monday’s phone conversation was short, and
would have felt far more natural in Sheppard’s tack
room at the Oklahoma Annex.
I asked him one more question, “What kind of
horse does it take to win the Turf Writers, er, Sheppard?”
“It’s a good test, it’s run on the flat track and
because of that it’s a speed course but it’s a stamina
test too because it’s a little bit longer than some of
the other races at the flat tracks,” he said. “It takes
a speed horse who can carry his speed, I suppose.”
He would know.
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DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

It PAY$ to Race
Delaware Certified!

STAKES CLOSING
Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes
Purses $100,000 each, FREE nominations.
Closing Wednesday, September 15, 2021 • Run date is Saturday, September 25, 2021
Contact Delaware Park racing office at 302-994-2521 ext 7225

The Small Wonder
For Fillies Two Year Olds • Five and One Half Furlongs

The First State Dash
For Two Year Olds • Five and One Half Furlongs

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff
For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward • Six Furlongs

The New Castle
For Three Year Olds and Upward • Six Furlongs
Also closing September 15, 2021 is The DTHA Governor’s Day Stake and The George Rosenberger
Memorial. Both stakes are restricted to horses which have started at Delaware Park in 2021
(stake races excluded). A $50,000 purse bonus will be added to these two stakes for Delaware Certified
eligible horses that run and finish 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Purse total will be $125,000 for DCTP horses.

A

To find out if your horse is DCTP eligible,
go to dtha.com and click on the DCTP link.
DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM
777 Delaware Park Blvd. Wilmington, DE 19804
302-994-2398 tel • 302-994-3392 fax
email: dctp@dtha.com • website: www.dtha.com
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cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
Praise The Prince stood his ground. And this was
his ground – a 110-acre field of green grass and
old buddies in Chester County, Pa. A haven for all
the horses – the retirees, the babies, the rehabs, the
could-bes, the has-beens, the never-wases, the field
was Praise The Prince’s territory ever since the New
Zealand-bred hurdle star retired in 2007.
Gus Brown knew it was time. Once the ruler of
his domain, Praise The Prince had gradually slid
down the ladder. A ladder of hierarchy in a field
full of legends – With Anticipation, Utmost, Lord
Zada, Irish Prince, Rochester, Spring Quality…most
are gone, some are still going strong. By the end the
old-timers were protecting the oldest one. At 26, his
teeth had gone, so Brown and his wife, Linda, who
oversee George Strawbridge Jr.’s Pennsylvania farm
had resorted to feeding the dark bay gelding once,
twice, three, four times a day.
“He was the leader of the herd,” Brown said.
“Then, the older guys were taking care of him, all
the horses would stand back and not bother him.”
Brown knew it was coming to the end.
“Basically everybody was waiting for me to come
to terms with it and finally I came to terms with it,”
Brown said.
Tough terms. As a steeplechase jockey, Brown
teamed up with the son of Prince Of Praise to win
eight races, including the Grade 1 New York Turf
Writers Cup in 2003. A horse who gave everything
every time, a horse who made dreams come true,
a horse who held the last string to a bygone tune.
Now, it was Brown’s decision. A week ago, he put a
halter and shank on his old friend, his old teammate
for the final time and began the long walk to the
layup barn where vets waited to put him to sleep.
Praise The Prince, ever a fighter, fought once
more. He just wouldn’t go. His terms to the end.
“I go out to the field to bring him and he’s like,
‘This is where we’re doing it.’ ” Brown said. “His
last stand. So totally him.”
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RIP PTP
No problem, legend. Brown held a bucket of
grain while vets administered a tranquilizer, then a
barbiturate and Praise The Prince laid down for the
final time. He’s buried there, in his field, just where
he wanted to go.
“There’s a spot near the wooded patch behind
the barn, that’s where I thought we would bury him,
but he just wouldn’t go back,” Brown said. “He was
perfectly fine to walk back but he said, ‘No, I’m not
going, I’m just going to stay here.’ Such an old warrior.”
From beginning to end.
Imported after 13 flat starts, including a sixth
in the Grade 2 Lindauer Guineas in New Zealand,
Praise The Prince finished third his hurdle debut at
Foxfield. Trained by Sanna Neilson, he looked like a
lock in the best maiden race of the season at Nashville but got nailed on the line by Flasher and this
writer.
“When he got beat that day, he was so mad,”
Brown said. “He galloped out past you down the
hill, he came back and was pissed off. He was pissed
off for days, he ran his next race pissed off because
of that. That was his whole life.”
And so began a run of excellence rarely seen. He
won twice on the turf at Pimlico that summer, then
came to Saratoga and posted two wins and a second
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over hurdles. He secured his first stakes win that fall
in the novice at Callaway Gardens.
In 2001, he nearly won the short-lived steeplechase Triple Crown, winning the Hard Scuffle at
Churchill Downs the Thursday before the Kentucky
Derby, missing by a nose to his old nemesis Flasher
in the Joe Aitcheson at Pimlico the Thursday before the Preakness and winning the Meadow Brook
three weeks later at Belmont Park. He took the A.
P. Smithwick in his next start and continued to rack
up stakes wins and placings for the next three seasons. From April 2000 to August 2004, Praise The
Prince finished first, second or third in every start,
a skein of 15 stakes and 22 races. He ran here 11
times, won five the hard way, back when there were
three hurdles down the back and one at the eighth
pole. They say his name came up in the Hall of Fame
discussion. I guess not quite, but man what a horse.
“He was probably the fifth or sixth best horse I
rode but, man, he was the best horse I ever rode,”
said Brown, a two-time champion. “He tried so
hard every time. He never had an excuse, ever. He
ran so hard above his ability every time. Even when I
screwed up, or the weather wasn’t right or the conditions weren’t right, he would run outside his ability.”
One stands out. The 2003 New York Turf Writers Cup (now called the Jonathan Sheppard) when
Brown regained the ride, and his old friend scoured
his reserves.
“He was exhausted a mile from home,” Brown
said. “He was always running in deeper water than
he should have been. This little horse would get
looked in the eye and just say, ‘I can beat them.’
He ran like that every time, off the bridle, slugging
away. Every time.”
Brown cried about a horse for the first time in a
long time.
“An amazing little horse,” Brown said. “And I
got to see him every day of my life until the day he
died.”
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The World’s Yearling Sale

Make your moment count.
The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently
delivers quality and opportunity in every Book. We invite
you to travel to Keeneland this September in search of
your next racing success story.

GOT STORMY
FOURSTARDAVE H. (G1)
$23,000 KEENELAND SEPTEMBER
BOOK 5 YEARLING

SEPTEMBER
YEARLING SALE

View Catalog at catalog.keeneland.com
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