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LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
WARM UP, New York. It sounds racing related. It could also be owned by a heating 
company.

BY THE NUMBERS
1: Jockey’s agent in a San Jose Sharks hat and Carolina Panthers T-shirt Thursday 
morning.

2: Hall of Fame trainers to join The Saratoga Special Readers Club this season. 
Welcome aboard, Janet Elliot and Bob Baffert.

1: Horse to make the cover of The Special after appearing in a Little Guy Stable 
Tour. Congratulations Carrera Cat, who graced Friday’s cover two years after being 
part of our annual visit to the stable area’s smaller outfits.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Anaconda, first race. The colt is by Pioneerof The Nile. 

Acre, first race. Did we do this one before? He’s out of Greenery. 

Blacktop Legend, third race. The Virginia-bred gelding is by Hard Spun out of 
Street Interest. 

All Clear, fourth race. Gelding is by Country Day out of Eye Opener.

Blowout, ninth race. British-bred filly is out of Beauty Parlour. 

Wildlife, ninth race. Lake George contender is by Animal Kingdom. 

here&there...at Saratoga

Darley

NYQU1ST
Nyquist is the leading first-crop yearling 
sire by median at $300,000.

He has seven $300k-plus yearlings already this year. 
No first-crop stallion has had more after Fasig-Tipton 
July and Saratoga in the past decade.

More yearlings selling soon.

Connie Bush
Dog Park. Trainer John Kimmel (left) and jockey’s agent Richard Migliore – and friends – take a 
walk at the Oklahoma Friday morning.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/nyquist?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Nyquist&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“From your mouth to God’s ear.”

Trainer Phil Gleaves when told he was going 
to win Friday’s stakes by The Special’s Sean Clancy

“I missed it.”
Photographer Barbara Livingston about the giveaway camouflage hat 

“Much respect. Much respect, mon.”
Tuba, Friday morning

“I’m attached to the horse, you don’t get attached to all the horses, but he’s a cool, old dude. 
He’s got a big old Bob Marley fringe on him, he just bounces around the place, always feels good 
when he comes out, he’s just a nice guy to be around.”

Jump jockey Willie McCarthy about impressive allowance winner Snap Decision 

“Define old.”
The Special’s Tom Law to Catherine Galbraith who asked if a could-be suitor was old

“Pros and cons. Con: my picks were horrible. Pro: I won’t get asked for my picks by anyone 
anytime soon.”

Donna Brothers, Thursday’s guest handicapper,
finding a silver lining to a not-so-good day at the track (Chin up Donna)

“Best tour I’ve had today.”
Jeff Anderson on a golf cart tour with The Special’s Sean Clancy Friday morning

“You found me.”
Exercise rider Samantha Dobles aboard Lake Placid 

contender Vow To Recover in the paddock Friday morning 

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers: Catherine Galbraith, Ben Gowans, Paul Halloran,  
Terry Hill, Brandon Valvo.

Handicappers: Charles Bedard, John Shapazian, Rob Whitlock.
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Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
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here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Tils rides her every day, she has made all the difference with her.”
Jockey Rajiv Maragh about Union Avenue winner  

Carrera Cat and exercise rider Tils Tilbury

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

Brilliant GSW by TAPIT

MOHAYMEN

1st Foals  
Arrived 2019

Tapit – Justwhistledixie, by Dixie Union

Won 1st  
Five Career 

Starts 

Undefeated  
Graded SW at 2
Won Fountain of Youth-G2  
& Holy Bull-G2 at 3 

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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 elm tree yearlings

Raised
to  

Tackle  
Anything 

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER

Mr. and Mrs. Jody Huckabay   
Phone: (859) 987-4856    

 Fax (859) 987-0374    
info@elmtreefarmky.com

BOOK ONE • Barn 20

Monday, 9/9
11 c. MEDAGLIA D’ORO – Overheard 

2nd foal out of multiple GSW OVERHEARD 
($548,656); family of Champion CHRIS EVERT 
and G1 SW CONFESSIONAL

Tuesday, 9/10
250 c. FLATTER – Bashful Bertie 

1/2 brother to 3-time G1 SW BEACH PATROL 
($2,532,945); out of full sister to GSW/stakes  
producer ALLAMERICAN BERTIE

366 f. HONOR CODE – Doubled 
Out of a juvenile SW Exchange Rate mare,  
1/2 sister to two Graded horses, including  
Pocahontas S.-G2 SW DANCINGINHERDREAMS

Wednesday, 9/11
516 c. SPEIGHTSTOWN – Maggy’s Melody 

Out of a young Unbridled’s Song 1/2 sister to 
Champion/multiple Classic winner and champi-
on-siring AFLEET ALEX ($2,765,800)

545 f. NYQUIST – Miss Inclined 
From the first crop of Champion/Classic winner  
NYQUIST out of SP 1/2 sister to GSW RUSH BAY  
and Graded stakes producer Stormy B.

BOOK TWO • Barn 35

Friday, 9/13
634 c. NOT THIS TIME – Soho Star 
643 c. GHOSTZAPPER – Spring Party 
707 c. BROKEN VOW – Winning Saga 
780 c. FROSTED – Dashing Debby 
783 f. PIONEEROF THE NILE – Devious Intent 
932 c. LIAM’S MAP – Mystic Mama 

http://elmtreefarmky.com/
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WORTH REPEATING
“Can you pull a saucer with that?”

Trainer Pat Kelly, checking out Dylan Davis’ souped-up golf cart Friday morning 

“My heart got smaller.”
Hall of Fame jockey Jose Santos when asked why he retired

Bruce Brown: “What’s up rookie?”
Barclay Tagg: “Hey kiddo.”

The Special’s Tom Law met trainer Jim Bond on the clubhouse turn and asked about a Fasig-Tip-
ton Stable Tour
Law: When can we come by for the Bond Stable Tour?
Bond: How about September 3?
Law: Come on man. Don’t you know Stable Tours bring immediate good luck to people who 
agree to them?
Bond: Ok, then how about September 2?

“I asked him if he was coming by the barn in the morning to see her and he said, ‘No, I’m getting 
married tomorrow.’ ”

Trainer John Morrison, about his conversation with Carrera Cat’s co-owner 
Jeffrey Tucker in the winner’s circle Thursday (congratulations)

“You know how they are. They’re made of sugar and might melt.”
Railbird Brant Laue, about his fellow denizens of the Oklahoma corner 

who stayed home on account of rain Friday morning

“Fifty-five seconds, is that good?”
Turf-works watcher Friday morning (depends on the distance)

here&there...at Saratoga

Connie Bush
Book Club. A D. Wayne Lukas staffer catches up on some reading between sets.

Saratoga Moments . . .

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

“My first summer up here when I was 27 years old (in 1993). No-
body knew who I was and I didn’t know anybody here. Super Forbes 
won my first race at Saratoga. I grew up a racing fan, so when I 
won my first race at Saratoga you could have buried me the next 
day and my life would have been complete. I was thinking yester-
day, walking up those steps in the clubhouse, how proud I was to 
walk up those steps to watch a horse just start at Saratoga. If you 
grew up like we did, it would have been no different than walking 
out with the pinstripes on at Yankee Stadium. I didn’t know if I 
could cut it here or not, I just knew that I was going to try once. 
I was too dumb to know I shouldn’t be here. We won three races 
and it really launched my career.”

– Trainer Dale Romans, whose first reaction was to say 
Keen Ice’s Travers upset of American Pharoah in 2015 

Country Life Farm 
Racing Partnerships

Two-Year-Old Carpe Diem filly BELLA AURORA is pointing  
for $100,000 Jamestown Stakes at Colonial Downs Sept. 7,  
after handy maiden Friday at Laurel Park. Today at Laurel,  

stakes winner MONTE CRISTA runs in $75,000 All Brandy Stakes. 
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

For information, visit countrylifefarm.com

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“Pete Anderson was the best. He was really good friends with Jackie Gleason, he’s out playing golf at a 
club in Florida. All of a sudden, there’s a couple of kids around, so Pete says, ‘I want you to come over with 
a pen and paper...’ So, Jackie Gleason says, ‘Oh, here they come…’ They go blowing past Jackie Gleason and 
say, ‘Mr. Anderson, can we have your autograph?’ He was riding a good 2-year-old for 
Syl Vietch, when Syl Vietch was training for Widener, he was a pretty nice horse, he 
rode him and won a couple of races on him and he was waiting to ride him in the 
Hopeful. He says ‘I’m riding him, I’m just galloping along, in behind two horses 
and feeling so good, and I hear something on my right 
side, ‘Whoa, whoa, whoa, whoa.’ It’s Baeza on Buck-
passer. Talk about getting your wind taken out of 
you, Baeza coming past me saying whoa.”

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE
At 2: Breeders’ Cup 
Juvenile Turf (G1)

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

sponsored by

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best performances.  

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

McKinzie: He can do it all, giving 
Baffert his first Whitney win.

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

Sistercharlie: Make that TWO 
Dianas for the champ.

Tax: The Travers gets another 
player after Jim Dandy score.

Covfefe: Because that Test slug-
fest was as good as it gets.

1.

2.
3.

 Golden Award: Shuvee heroine 
part of strong start by Mott barn.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Got Stormy: Even Fourstardave 
didn’t do what she did. 

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Shancelot.

Concrete Rose: The first Saratoga 
Oaks was a laugher.

The breeder of the horse with the 
Top Performance of 2019 receives 
a FREE 2020 breeding season to 
Oscar Performance. Good luck  
to all, and thanks for a great  
first season at stud.

And the  
Oscar goes to...

– Bred by Mt. Joy Stables, Pope McLean,  
Marc McLean & Pope McLean Jr.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

nap time

http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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George Weaver can usually be 
counted on to have a handful of 
winners at Saratoga, but this year’s 
meet hasn’t necessarily followed that 
pattern. With just one victory, he’s a 
long way off last year’s total of six, 
but that hasn’t affected the trainer’s 
dry sense of humor.

“I don’t have any Vekomas over 
here,” he quipped.

No Vekoma, who is rehabbing af-
ter a start in the Kentucky Derby, but 
Weaver does have Point Of Honor, 
5-2 second choice in today’s Grade 
1 Alabama. The 3-year-old filly won 
the Grade 2 Black-Eyed Susan at Pim-
lico in May and was valiant in defeat 
to Guarana in last month’s Grade 1 Coaching Club 
American Oaks.

While it hasn’t been the most productive meet 
for Weaver, Our Country’s maiden win Aug. 3 was 
a bright spot. The 2-year-old drew off stylishly in 
his second start to win by 5 3/4 lengths. He’s likely 
destined for stakes company.

Weaver discussed Point Of Honor, Our Country, 
a few unraced 2-year-olds and various horse issues 
while taking a stroll down his shedrow Thursday 
morning with The Special’s Ben Gowans.

All About It: Chestnut colt made his first start in a strong 
maiden turf sprint here last summer, finishing in the middle 
of a trifecta with future graded stakes winners Fog Of War 
and Current. That positive debut gave Weaver the confidence 
to run him in the Indian Summer Stakes last October, where 
he finished fourth. The 3-year-old owned by John Schutte and 
Randy Hill’s R. A. Hill Stable has not raced since. “He’s in on 
Saturday, maiden 40 (third race). He showed some promise 
last year but he’s got more baggage than I’d like and it’s just 
time to put him in a realistic spot.”

Our Country: Gatsas Stable and R. A. Hill Stable own the 
2-year-old Constitution colt who broke his maiden impressive-
ly Aug. 3 on grass. With that catalog update, colt’s half-sister 
by Outwork sold for $500,000 at the Fasig-Tipton New York-
bred yearling sale this week. “I’m still waiting for my cut (on 
that). The only horse in my barn that has won this whole meet. 
We’re happy, that got me back on the bridle a little bit. I think 
we’ll go to the With Anticipation as long as he’s doing well. 
There are a couple of spots in other places too. He’s got his lit-
tle quirks here and there but he’s pretty good to be around. He 
still might be dirt, but it’s hard to change after that last race.”

Vermont Billy: Martin Schwartz acquired the 2-year-old 
Uncle Mo colt after a winning bid of $475,000 at the Fasig-Tip-
ton Midlantic 2-year-old sale. He’s out of the Unbridled’s Song 
mare Lady Godiva, who sold for $600,000 at the Fasig-Tipton 
November fall mixed sale a few weeks before her son Leof-
ric won the Grade 1 Clark. “Big, good looking horse. Hasn’t 
worked yet.”

Inside Info: Unraced 2-year-old colt finished sixth in Friday’s 
opener. He belongs to an ownership group that includes Black 
Type Thoroughbreds, Parkland Thoroughbreds, and Twin 
Creek Racing Stable. They purchased him for $165,000 this 
year. “New York-bred maiden. He’s the first Mission Impazible 
I’ve had.”

Shared Secret: John Connelly’s Steton Racing owns Uncle 
Mo 2-year-old filly, a granddaughter of Grade 1 winner Dress 
To Thrill. She worked twice in June. “Unstarted filly out of a 
Galileo mare. She’s probably grass. She won’t run at the meet, 
needs a little more time.”

Way Early: Fasig-Tipton New York-bred yearling sale grad-
uate started his 2019 campaign with a sixth Aug. 2. Jim and 
Susan Hill’s 4-year-old ran competitively against open compe-
tition last year, finishing second in the Grade 2 Penn Mile and 
fourth in the Grade 3 Kent. “He won here last year and hope-
fully we can win again with him this year. He ran and finished 
sixth, disappointing. It was a little too short for him. Macagone 
ran off the screen.”

Swirling Candy: Weaver bought the cleverly named Twirl-
ing Candy filly out of the stakes-placed mare Magnificent Shirl. 
She has worked five times, most recently 4 furlongs in :48.69 
from the gate Aug. 15. “Tries hard. Probably a turf sprinter.”

Ghostzapper-Underwater colt: Stet-
son Racing went to $600,000 to secure 
2-year-old this year. “He’s not named yet. Ex-
pensive 2-year-old purchase. He’s pretty. He’s 
been galloping a couple weeks, but he won’t 
run here.”

Lookin At Lucky-Fast Moon colt: 
Spartan Thoroughbreds went to $180,000 
for the handsome chestnut at the Fasig-Tip-
ton fall yearling sale. Has yet to work. “Real 
good-looking horse. Not going to be ready for 
the meet.”

Brockmoninoff: Smart Bid 4-year-old colt 
raced for the first time this year Aug. 3, finish-
ing ninth. New York-bred owned by Thomas 
Brockley and Daryn Bedinotti was first and 
third in two starts here last year. He’s out 

of the New York-bred mare Frivolous Buck, a stakes-placed 
Weaver trainee. “He disappointed us in his first race here but 
didn’t really break well and didn’t get the right trip. Hoping to 
win a race here with him if we can.”

Flat Out Blue: Gayle Woods purchased the son of Flat Out 
for $20,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton July yearling sale and 
then sold him to Weaver for $30,000 this year. He worked a 
few times, but Weaver has decided to back off the 2-year-old 
for a little while. “Came up with some feet problems, we were 
on schedule to make the meet and now we’re not on schedule 
to make the meet. We like him though.”

Point Of Honor: Classy 3-year-old Curlin should relish the 
distance of today’s 10-furlong Alabama. Owned by Eclipse 
Thoroughbred Partners and Stetson Racing, she’s won three of 
five starts and earned $346,375. Breezed once between second 
in Grade 1 Coaching Club American Oaks July 20 and today’s 
Grade 1 Alabama – 5 furlongs in 1:05.82 on the Oklahoma Aug. 
9. “Always planned on breezing her just once, she didn’t need 
to breeze twice. That’s just the way we have managed her.  I 
think she has maintained her form. I couldn’t have been hap-
pier with her going into the (CCA) Oaks and wasn’t expecting 
to get her any better than that. She’s doing well. She’ll run her 
race. She’s obviously the cream of the crop over here.”

Speightstown Gal: Rockingham Ranch signed the ticket 
for this three-time Fasig-Tipon sales graduate at the Gulfst-
ream 2-year-olds in training sale. Gray filly cost $150,000. She 
has been working steadily and posted a 4-furlong Oklahoma 
turf move in :49.97 Friday. “Unstarted New York-bred maiden 
by Cairo Prince. We’re running her on the 23rd on turf.”

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
George Weaver

Continued On Page 9 

Tod Marks
Trainer George Weaver’s string will be represented by Point Of Honor in today’s Alabama.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP 
DUBAI WORLD CUP   FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     
KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   

MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER  TEST    UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP      WHIT-
NEY HANDICAP   WOOD MEMORIAL  A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES    ARLINGTON 

MILLION    AWESOME AGAIN    BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF    
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC    BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE 
HANDICAP   DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP   FLORIDA  DERBY    FRIZETTE   

FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY   GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  
HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE 

HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY   KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME 
GLORY HURDLE     MAKER’S 46 MILE     MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  
METROPOLITAN MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    

SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY     SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    
UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP  WOOD MEMORIAL   

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF   DELAWARE HANDICAP  DONN HANDICAP   
DUBAI WORLD CUP  FLORIDA DERBY    FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK 

KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE    HASKELL INVITATION-
AL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE   JOE HIRSCH TURF 

CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE     
MAKER’S 46 MILE    MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN 

MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF 
MILE   SPINAWAY    SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    

VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDER-
BILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DER-
BY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY 

AND MARE TURF  DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      
FLORIDA DERBY     FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

Winn ing  w h e n  i t  mat te r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 
include 63 individual Grade 1 winners. 

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 9

Instinctive Rhythm: West Point Thor-
oughbreds’ $350,000 buy is ready to run after 
a strong series of works, but just needs to 
find a place. Weaver hoped for rain Thursday 
but got sunny skies instead. “He breezed well 
at the sale. He’s quick. I’d like to run him 5 
1/2 first out because I think his early speed is 
an asset. With this rain not coming through, 
we’re going to run him Sept. 2 going 5 1/2.”

Boom Boom Kaboom: Flashy 2-year-old 
son of Emcee is another three-time Fasig-Tip-
ton sales graduate. Most recently, Weaver 
bought the New York-bred at the Midlantic 
2-year-old sale for $100,000. He worked 4 
furlongs on the turf in :50.66 Friday. “He’s 
got some gas, he’s got some giddy up. We’re 
looking to make a race at the meet.”

Danzing Dunhill: Jim and Susan Hill own 
the 2-year-old named after one of his owners’ 
dogs. He has worked six times since coming 
to Weaver. Hopefully the dog Dunhill is more 
pleasant than this Dunhill, who pinned his 
ears and bobbed his head as Weaver passed 
by the front of his stall. “It comes from their 
dogs. They’ve got Brady, Dunhill, Tiffany. Big 
Twirling Candy (gelding).”

Bahamian Prince: Christoper Dunn owns 
the 2-year-old by Bahamian Squall claimed 
by Weaver for $50,000 from Kelly Breen Aug. 
1. “We claimed him on a whim earlier in the 
meet. Little 2-year-old, got some gas. He’s all 
right but I can definitely see why Kelly Breen 
ran him for 50 first-time out. I might try one of 
the maiden auction races on the grass.”

Paynterbynumbers: Fasig-Tipton Ken-
tucky October yearling sale graduate hasn’t 
raced since a sixth in Laurel Park’s Wide 
Country Feb. 16. West Point 3-year-old filly 
placed in three Aqueduct maidens before that. 
Daughter of Paynter got some time off at Fair 
Hill and returned this month. She sports some 
scrapes on her forehead while standing in the 
stall just outside the shedrow. “She wanted to 
get in a war with the horse van on the way 
up here. She just came in. She showed a lot 
of talent early on. Ran some decent races and 
then tailed off and colicked. Now she’s back.”

Vekoma: Blue Grass and Nashua winner has 
not started since placing 12th in Kentucky Der-
by. R. A. Hill Stable and Gatsas Stable own the 
3-year-old son of Candy Ride. During a stable 
tour last year before he won his debut, Weaver 
said: “Nice colt. He’s pretty fast. He can run.” 
This year: “He’s down there in Kentucky. Prob-
ably get him back in September. He grabbed his 
foot really bad. We thought it was going to be 
a short-term fix but he needs to grow out his 
foot. He had a few other things that needed to 
be addressed, so we just called it a day. But, 
mainly the foot was holding us up.”

http://fairhilletc.com/
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BY TOM LAW
Street Band walked out into a slight 

chill and a light rain Friday morning 
at Saratoga Race Course, and looked 
a bit like the filly Larry Jones often 
sees after a victory. 

The 3-year-old daughter of Istan 
bounced on her short walk from the 
end of trainer Stan Hough’s barn at 
about the three-eighths pole to the gap 
near the quarter pole. Decked out in 
full cup blinkers and draw reins with 
Jones in the saddle, she galloped an 
easy quarter-mile or so before a cou-
ple turns around the empty paddock 
with just a few onlookers nearby. 

Jones, the trainer and co-owner 
of the filly with his wife Cindy, Ray 
Francis, Medallion Racing and My-

RaceHorse Stable, took her to the 
starting gate from there before a light 
gallop down the backstretch, around 
the turn and to the quarter-pole gap. 

Street Band, one of nine 3-year-
old fillies entered in today’s featured 
Grade 1 Alabama Stakes, looked ev-
ery bit as fresh coming off the track 
a little before 9:10 a.m. as she did 25 
minutes before. Winner of the Grade 
2 Fair Grounds Oaks and Grade 3 In-
diana Oaks sandwiched around a sev-
enth in the Grade 1 Kentucky Oaks, 
Street Band is 10-1 for the 1 1/4-mile 
Alabama. Sean Clancy

Street Band and trainer Larry Jones visit the Saratoga paddock Friday.

ALABAMA STAKES PREVIEW

High Note
Jones hopes Street Band bucks 
her recent trend in Gr. 1 stakes

Continued On Page 12 

the 
golden 
boy

the 
golden 
boy

T H E  B R E E D E R S ’  FA R M
859.294 .0030

goldencents
INTO MISCHIEF'S  BEST SON

goldencents

3YO Graded Wins
Dirt Routes
                                    Ragozin
Maximum Security   3 3/4
MR. MONEY    4 1/2 (twice)
Omaha Beach      4 1/2
Country House         4 3/4
Owendale                   5 1/4
Tacitus        6 
Tax            6 1/4

1 .  I n t o  M i s c h i e f       $ 3 , 9 5 4 , 7 4 1
2 .  Ta p i t              $ 3 , 4 5 1 , 5 9 6
3 .  C u r l i n                   $ 2 , 8 0 9 , 3 3 6
4 .  C a n dy  R i d e  ( A r g )     $ 2 , 7 8 6 , 8 4 0
5 .  G O L D E N C E N T S      $ 2 , 7 2 3 , 5 5 7
6 .  Wa r  F r o n t             $ 2 , 6 0 2 , 6 4 5
7 .  L o o k i n  A t  L u c k y         $ 2 , 5 7 3 , 9 0 8 
8 .  Q u a l i t y  R o a d        $ 2 , 5 4 0 , 8 1 2

Already ranked among America’s 
el ite d irt s ires with h is  f irst crop.

2019 Leading Dirt Sires of 3YOs

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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CHOCOLATE  
MARTINI  

Fair Grounds  
Oaks-G2   
winner

Broken 
Vow

 UNBRIDLED  – WEDDING VOW,  BY NIJINSKY II   

Pin Oak Stud
Versailles, KY • (859) 873-1420   

Inquiries to Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens    
www.pinoakstud.com

 15%  
Blacktype Horses

52 Graded
Blacktype 

Horses 

77
Blacktype 

Winners 

Broken Vow

Eleven Blacktype Horses,  
SIX Blacktype Winners in 2019 

Broodmare Sire of  25 Blacktype SWs

2019 BT Winners include Canadian Classic winner TONE BROKE

http://pinoakstud.com/
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“You may have noticed on numbers she’s 
a bounce-and-bounce-back horse,” Jones 
said, in direct reference to those three races 
and even a fourth in the Grade 2 Rachel 
Alexandra that preceded the Fair Grounds 
Oaks. “Just look. Every. Other. Race. It’s 
like, man, she gets high on herself after she 
wins. She gets so high and mighty and then 
they kick her ass and it brings her back to 
reality. That’s her races and her numbers, 
every time.”

Jones hopes Street Band sheds that on-
again, off-again syndrome, especially con-
sidering she comes into the Alabama off a 
career-best performance in her 3 1/2-length 
victory in the Indiana Oaks. 

Street Band won that race off a more 
than two-month break after her overland 
journey and subsequent seventh (sixth via 
disqualification) in the Kentucky Oaks. Street Band, 
whose jockey Sophie Doyle makes her Saratoga de-
but in the Alabama, was forced wide on both turns 
in the Kentucky Oaks after leaving from post 12 
and never seriously threatening eventual winner 
Serengeti Empress.

Jones, who won the Alabama in 2008 with even-
tual champion 3-year-old filly Proud Spell, also 

hopes Street Band can handle the distance and set-
tle off what could be an honest pace in the 139th 
renewal of one of Saratoga’s signature events. 

“It’s a very competitive bunch of horses,” he 
said. “They look pretty evenly matched. It’s still 
going to be a little of who gets the trip and who 
can get the mile-and-a-quarter. Nobody’s tried this 
yet. We like our breeding with Street Cry, he was a 
mile-and-a-quarter horse and her mother was from 

The Minstrel family, so it was all stamina. 
Istan, he was a sprinter but he comes from 
the old Rokeby Stable, so breeding is there 
to go this far. 

“We think she will go that far if she’ll 
settle. That’s been our problem her whole 
career, getting her just to calm down and 
relax. It looks like it’s finally starting to 
work. She sat nice in the Indiana race. The 
pace wasn’t extremely fast to get tucked in 
behind but she tucked in behind a legiti-
mate pace. There’s a little speed there to the 
inside, so hopefully there’s something to get 
tucked in behind.”

 Jones and partners bred Street Band, the 
winner of four of 10 starts and $434,425, 
out of the Street Cry mare Street Minstrel. 
He also trained Street Minstrel, a $30,000 
purchase at the 2005 Keeneland September 
yearling sale, for Michael Pressley’s Oasis 
Racing Stables. She won two of five starts 
before retiring in 2007. 

“We really loved her mother,” Jones 
said. “She was from the first crop of Street Cry. And 
of course his first crop was crap. He only came up 
with Zenyatta and Street Sense. I’ll be honest, she 
was the same crop as Hard Spun and while we had 
her going we weren’t all that impressed with Hard 
Spun. 

“She could drill him leaving out of the gates. 

Alabama –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 14 

Tod Marks
Dunbar Road is favored in the Grade 1 Alabama.

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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POCAHONTAS (GII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” 

2020 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2019 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” 

2020 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$200,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 14
$125,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Aug. 31
($125 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 21
$125,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 7
($125 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$150,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($150 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$250,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 14
($250 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 28
$125,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 14
($125 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles Turf

2019 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 13 - SEPTEMBER 29

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary 
502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

Fax: 502.636.4479

Getting them gate trained she was 
much further along. We thought 
he was going to be a turf horse. We 
weren’t expecting a lot in the morning 
so when she could outwork him going 
a quarter-mile, three-eighths from the 
gate, that sort of stuff, we were like, 
‘OK, he’s going to need the turf.’ We 
didn’t realize how well she was train-
ing him.”

Hard Spun went on to win four 
graded stakes and finish second in the 
2007 Breeders’ Cup Classic for Jones.

The Joneses and Francis kept Street 
Minstrel with their other broodmares 
at Brereton Jones’ Airdrie Stud in 
Midway, Ky., and her second career 
got off to a somewhat slow start. She 
produced winners, none that made a 
significant impression and a few lost 
via the claim box, before Street Band 
showed talent as a 2-year-old. 

She lost her debut in a late July 
maiden race at Delaware Park by 28 
3/4 lengths before bouncing back to 
win at Ellis Park in her next start by 
7 1/4 lengths. She followed up with 
decent but not spectacular runs in op-
tional claimers in Kentucky and New 
Orleans to end her 2018 campaign. 

“The problem was she never was 
throwing anything,” Jones said of 
Street Minstrel’s produce record. “I’ll 
show you how good I am as an owner 
and breeder. We always keep our stuff 
at Airdrie Stud and that’s why we 
breed to most of the Airdrie stallions. 
After the next foal, I’ve got a 2-year-
old full-sister to her (named Street 
Missy), I asked Brere, the mare had 
gotten real crooked with age. I said, 
‘Do you know anybody that would 
take this mare?’ He said, ‘Larry, what 
do you want for her?’ I just wanted 
her off the books and he said he’d 
take her.”

Jones joked that if he knew that 
would be the trick to making Street 
Minstel a successful broodmare he 
would have given her away after 
she produced South Street, a son of 
Southern Image he trained to a win 
from three starts. 

“If I’d have known that, I would 
have given her to him after the first 
foal. Where the first one could have 
been a star. We could have enjoyed 
it a little while,” Jones said. “I guess 
the best way to get something out of 
your mare is to give her away. One of 
the guys at Calumet told me that, too, 
they said if you want a sure-fire way 
of making a stallion take an unraced 

Alabama –
 Continued from page 12

Continued On Page 16 

Tod Marks
Off Topic goes out for trainer Todd Pletcher.

https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

Saratoga Showcase Day, featuring 
six stakes races worth more than 

$1.1 million, is the second of three 
days on NYRA’s calendar this year 

exclusively for NY-breds.

Belmont Park - October
EIGHT STAKES RACES &

$1,750,000 IN STAKES MONEY

Belmont Park - May
SIX STAKES RACES & MORE THAN 

$1 MILLION IN PURSE MONEY

ADAM COGLIANESE PHOTOS ©

Albany ...............................3YO.....................$250,000.........1 1/8 Miles
Fleet Indian ......................F3YO...................$200,000.........1 1/8 Miles
West Point ........................3&UP..................$150,000.........1 1/16 (Turf)
Yaddo.................................F&M3&UP .........$150,000.........1 1/16 (Turf)
Funny Cide........................2YO.....................$200,000.........6 1/2 Furlongs
Seeking the Ante.............F2YO...................$200,000.........6 1/2 Furlongs

$1.1 MILLION 
IN STAKES MONEY FOR NY-BREDS

August 23
AND . . . there are even more
MILLIONS available annually
to NY-sired NY-breds in the
NYSS Series worth $2.3 
million in stakes money.

http://www.nybreds.com/
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3-year-old well-bred colt and breed all 
your mares to him and castrate him at 
the end of the year, you’ll have 50 per-
cent stakes winners.”

All jokes aside, Jones concedes Street 
Band faces a stern challenge in the Ala-
bama. First run in 1872, the race often 
factors in the battle for the champion 
3-year-old filly honors. 

The race’s two top contenders – 8-5 
morning-line favorite Dunbar Road 
and 5-2 second choice Point Of Hon-
or – are in this year’s mix and look to 
boost their credentials with a victory. 

Dunbar Road carries a bit more 
edge with three wins in four starts, in-
cluding the Grade 2 Mother Goose in 
her last start. Trained by Chad Brown, 
the daughter of Quality Road was en-
tered in the Kentucky Oaks but didn’t 
earn sufficient points for one of the 14 
spots in the gate. She won an allowance 
race May 30 at Belmont and the Moth-
er Goose June 29 to merit the favorite’s 
role. 

Point Of Honor also didn’t qual-
ify for the Oaks, and trainer George 

Weaver re-routed her to the Grade 2 
Black-Eyed Susan two weeks later at 
Pimlico Race Course. The daughter of 
Curlin won the 9-furlong Black-Eyed 
Susan by a half-length over Alabama 
starter Ulele.

Owned by Eclipse Thoroughbred 
Partners and Stetson Racing, Point 
Of Honor finished second behind 
Dunbar Road’s stablemate Guarana 
in the Grade 1 Coaching Club Amer-
ican Oaks at Saratoga July 21. Weav-
er looks forward to the added furlong 
of the Alabama and the possibility of 
some pace.

“Not a problem. I love it. It helps 
her. No doubt in my mind about that,” 
he said. “At least they have some num-
bers in it, last time (in the CCA Oaks) it 
was a five-horse field. I’m thinking there 
might be a little more pace this time.”

The third- and fourth-place finish-
ers from the CCA Oaks, Off Topic 
and Champagne Anyone, are back 
for the Alabama and both are 10-1 on 
the morning line. Lady Apple is the 
6-1 third choice on the line off a half-
length victory over Ulele in the Grade 
3 Iowa Oaks at Prairie Meadows July 
5 for Steve Asmussen. Longshots Afleet 
Destiny and Kelsey’s Cross complete 
the field. 

Alabama –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Ulele represents the Brad Cox barn in the Alabama.

thisishorseracing.com • Home of The Special & more.

https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering
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http://www.laurelpark.com/
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RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

BY PAUL HALLORAN
Sophie Doyle is a seasoned pro 

when it comes to traveling, but that 
doesn’t diminish the excitement for 
her first trip to Saratoga Race Course.

“It’s fantastic,” the English-born 
jockey said this week from Arlington 
Park. “I’ve been asked so many times 
if I have ever ridden at Saratoga and 
my answer is always, ‘No, not yet. 
But one day I will.’ This weekend it 
finally happens. It’s really exciting.”

Doyle honored commitments on 
Arlington’s twilight card Friday, so 
was not scheduled to arrive in Sara-
toga until about 10 a.m. today, giving 
her no time to soak up the sights and 
sounds of the Spa. 

Tourist activities will have to wait. 
Today’s journey is business, and the 
only trip that counts is the 10-furlong 
jaunt around the oval in the 139th Al-
abama Stakes. Doyle’s means of trans-
portation will be the talented Street 
Band, winner of two graded stakes 
this year and a troubled sixth in the 
Kentucky Oaks (moved up one place 
by the disqualification of Jaywalk). In 
her last start, Street Band won the In-
diana Oaks, prompting trainer Larry 
Jones to send her back into the deep 
end and take a shot in the Grade 1 
Alabama.

“They gave her a good break to 
freshen her up after the (Kentucky) 

Oaks and they had a couple of races 
in mind,” said Doyle, who has ridden 
the daughter of Istan and the Street 
Cry mare Street Minstrel in her last 
seven races. “The Indiana Oaks was 
the first one and she got the job done 
very nicely, so the next stop is the Al-
abama.”

Saratoga is also the next destina-
tion for Doyle, who has literally trav-
eled the world in her quest to ride the 
best horses at the best tracks, while 
showing a relentless work ethic and 
unyielding determination to succeed.

Those are the traits that informed 
her decision to pack up and leave En-
gland six years ago in pursuit of her 
American dream, and they are the 
qualities that prompt her to get in the 
car after riding at Arlington all day 
and make the 331-mile trip to Chur-
chill Downs to ride Street Band in a 
morning workout, as she has done for 
all five of the filly’s works since the 
Kentucky Oaks.

Doyle credits her mother, former 
trainer Jacqueline Doyle, and her 
brother James, a multiple Group 
1-winning jockey overseas, with in-
stilling the idea that hard work is a 
requirement and not an option.

“She would always say that when 

you retire that is the time to relax,” 
Doyle said. “You have to put 110-per-
cent effort into it. If that means driv-
ing five hours to work a horse, I can 
do that. My brother has flown from 
England to Dubai to work a horse, so 
I can jump in the car, no problem. Is it 
worth it? Absolutely.”

Street Band has seen to that, giv-
ing Doyle the second and third grad-
ed stakes wins in her burgeoning ca-
reer. The first came aboard Fioretti in 
the Grade 2 Thoroughbred Club of 
America at Keeneland in 2015. After 
beginning her campaign with an al-
lowance win at Fair Grounds, Street 
Band placed fourth in the Grade 2 

Rachel Alexandra before winning the 
Grade 2 Fair Grounds Oaks.

Doyle dreamed about riding in 
races like the Oaks and Alabama 
when deciding to star in her person-
al version of “Coming to America.” 
She was the leading apprentice in En-
gland in 2010, working out of Jamie 
Osborne’s yard, but after coming to 
California for three months to get a 
taste of American racing, she found 
the going significantly more difficult 
when returning home.

“It was really hard to get going 
again,” said Doyle, who won 10 rac-

Coady Photo
Street Band and jockey Sophie Doyle head to Saratoga today off a win in the Indiana Oaks.

ALABAMA STAKES PREVIEW

Sophie’s Chance
Arlington-based jockey makes 
Spa debut in Gr. 1 on Street Band

Continued On Page 20 

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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Introducing the world’s richest race...

COMEWITHUS
ONAJOURNEY

For race conditions plus news and special features go to
thesaudicup.com

‘I’ve found it to be very safe and a very fair track. It doesn’t favor one type of horse over another, whether
you have a horse that was more of a front runner or a deep closer. I’ve always thought that the surface
was good. It’s a course that always gives every horse a chance and that’s what you want in 
racing. It’s a great track to ride on.’ Aaron Gryder

https://www.thesaudicup.com/?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=saudi-cup-launch-aug&utm_content=race-anncmnt1-fp
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A Saratoga Tradition Since 1864

For further information, contact:
NSA Director of Racing Bill Gallo at (443) 553-1882.

Late-Season Stakes
Wed., August 21 Michael G. Walsh Novice S.

Thur., August 22 N.Y. Turf Writers Cup (Gr. 1)

And Belmont Park, too

Wed., September 18     Entenmann Novice S. 

Thur., September 19   Lonesome Glory H. (Gr. 1)

To
d 
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Jump Racing Every Saturday at Colonial Downs in Virginia

es in 250 mounts in England in 2011 
and 2012. “Because I went away, ev-
erybody just forgot about me.” 

During her second three-month ex-
cursion to the U.S. Doyle decided to 
move her tack permanently.

“I really wanted a fresh start,” she 
said. “I felt like any mistakes I had 
made I could correct and hopefully 
my career would go on the right path. 
I had been to Dubai for 4 1/2 months 
with (trainer) Rod Simpson and it 
showed me what was out there. I re-
alized I didn’t want to stay home in 
England.”

Doyle met trainer Kellyn Gorder 
and assistant John Ortiz, who has 
since gone out on his own, while 
working in California. They urged 

her to go to Kentucky, where she 
would find increased opportunities. 
She made the move in 2014, breaking 
in at Ellis Park and Kentucky Downs 
and spending the winter at Turfway 
Park. She started to get some business 
at Keeneland and Churchill Downs in 
2015 and switched her winter base to 
Fair Grounds in 2017. She made the 
move to Arlington last summer. 

Doyle, 33, had her best year ever 
in 2018, winning 83 races and finish-
ing in the money another 158 times in 
575 starts, with her mounts earning 
$1,740,401. Through Thursday, she 
was seventh in the Arlington jockey 
standings, with 27 wins in 247 starts. 
She had a mount in last Saturday’s 
Arlington Million aboard longshot 
Catcho En Die.

Doyle also played tour guide, 
showing Chad Brown’s daughter 
around the female jockeys’ quarters at 
Arlington on a day when Ava’s father 
dominated, sweeping the four grad-
ed stakes races, including the three 
Grade 1s. Doyle has the chance today 
to do what the rest of Chicagoland 
couldn’t – beat Brown, who saddles 
Dunbar Road in the Alabama – as she 
seeks her first Grade 1 win.

While Doyle’s winning percentage 
this year is hovering around 10 per-
cent, she is on pace to have her best 
year ever in earnings, with her mounts 
having compiled $1,268,555 through 
Thursday.

“To have the opportunity to ride in 
these races is an amazing thing to hap-
pen in somebody’s life,” she said, “es-
pecially when you’ve moved around 
the world to make a go of things.”

Doyle –
 Continued from page 18

Coady Photo
Sophie Doyle.

For more than 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special 

and a lot more.

http://www.engelatty.com/
https://www.nationalsteeplechase.com/
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Maryland-breds 
run with the best.
Today’s Grade 2 Lake Placid S.

Prior to 1998, it was known as the Nijana Stakes. 

Maryland-bred and Maryland-

owned TENSKI won it that first 

year it was run as the Lake Placid. 

It was her second of  three graded 

stakes wins as a 3-year-old.

BETTY LOBELIA 

won it in 1988, her second New York graded win 

in a career that spanned five seasons. 

Look for Maryland-breds in the winner’s circle  
at race tracks all over the world.

Watch for them at the sales.

Maryland Horse Breeders Association
P.O. Box 427, Timonium, MD 21093 • 410.252.2100
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https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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BY TOM LAW
Elizabeth Dobles enjoyed a taste 

of the big time during a six-year stint 
working for Jeremiah Englehart. She 
worked for the trainer on the New 
York circuit and played a key role as 
Ria Antonia’s exercise rider leading 
up to her victory in the 2013 Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile Fillies at Santa Ani-
ta Park.

Dobles, 29, went on her own in 
2016, set up shop in South Florida 
and takes aim at her biggest prize to 
date in today’s Grade 2 Lake Placid 
Stakes on the Alabama Day under-
card at Saratoga. Dobles runs Imag-
inary Stables’ and Paul Braverman’s 
Vow To Recover in the $200,000 turf 
stakes, seeking the 3-year-old filly’s 
third stakes victory and her first grad-
ed triumph.

“I’ve never run a horse at Saratoga 
so it’s pretty exciting,” Dobles said by 
phone Friday morning from Florida, 
where her 30-horse string is based 
at Palm Meadows Training Center. 
“And being that it’s a graded stakes 
in my home state makes it even more 
exciting.” 

Dobles was due to arrive late Fri-
day night. Vow To Recover showed 
up in Saratoga Monday, along with 
the trainer’s sister and exercise rider 
Samantha Dobles. The daughter of 
Broken Vow bedded down in, you 
guessed it, Englehart’s barn in the 
Oklahoma Annex. 

Vow To Recover and Samantha 
Dobles spent the week walking from 
the Annex through the Oklahoma 

and Horse Haven and training on the 
main track. They took a spin around 
the paddock every morning and 
schooled Wednesday. 

“Hopefully we’re getting her used 
to this different place,” said Saman-

tha Dobles, who started with her sis-
ter in Florida about a month ago after 
working at Finger Lakes. “She seems 
like her normal quirky self, with a lit-
tle attitude. I hang out near her stall 

Sean Clancy
Vow To Recover and Samantha Dobles check out the Saratoga paddock Friday morning.

LAKE PLACID PREVIEW

Big Moment
Trainer Dobles set for Spa debut  
with Vow To Recover in Grade 2

Continued On Page 23 

https://www.davies-davies.com/
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and she comes out and bites me every 
once in a while. She likes to be left 
alone and I guess I tend to bug her a 
little bit too much.

“But she’s been real good here. 
Hopefully she fits in with the crowd 
she’s running against, that it’s not too 
far of a stretch.”

Vow To Recover, fourth in the 
Martha Washington Stakes last time 
at Gulfstream, brings a record of 
3-for-9 to the 1 1/16-mile Lake Plac-
id. She won the Juvenile Fillies Turf 
at Gulfstream Park West at 2 and the 
Honey Ryder at Gulfstream at 3. She’s 
one of two stakes winners trained by 
Dobles, along with Royal Squeeze.

Vow To Recover is Elizabeth 
Dobles’ fourth starter in a graded 
stakes. This filly ran in the Grade 3 
Herecomesthebride in March. Other 
Dobles graded starters were Royal 
Squeeze in the Grade 3 Smile Sprint in 
June, My Point Exactly in the Grade 
3 Appleton in 2017 and Yourdream-
sormine in the Grade 3 Mr. Prospec-
tor also in 2017. 

“Hopefully we get to run some 
more horses on the East Coast,” Eliz-
abeth Dobles said. “It’s exciting but 
also a little nerve-wracking coming 
from Gulfstream Park to run with 
the nicest horses on the East Coast. 
It seems a little over our heads but I 
have faith in our horse, she’s training 
really well and I just hope everything 
works out for her.”

Dobles said her mother, Lori Bur-
gess, and a friend will make the trip 
from western New York for today’s 
races. Dobles learned the game grow-
ing up in a racing family. Her mother 
and father, Steve Dobles, worked as 
exercise riders at Finger Lakes. Steve 
Dobles also trained for a period and 
works as a valet in the afternoons. 

Elizabeth Dobles started at Finger 
Lakes, working weekends and sea-
sonal breaks for Chris Englehart be-
fore a stint in the Mid-Atlantic region 
at Laurel Park and Colonial Downs. 
She eventually returned to New York 
and landed with Jeremiah Englehart, 
where she started as an exercise rid-
er before becoming an assistant han-
dling the New York strings and trav-
eling to California, Louisiana, Florida 
and with King Kreesa for the 2013 
Hong Kong Mile.

Dobles won two races in her ab-
breviated first season in 2016, then 20 
in 2017 and 21 last year. She’s won 
21 races from 111 starters through 
Friday, with career-best purses of 
$576,502. She gets on most of the 
horses in her string, riding most of 
the colts regularly while her boyfriend 
and jockey Hugo Sanchez rides the fil-
lies. 

Dobles still breezes Vow To Re-
cover, though, and was aboard for 
back-to-back bullet works July 27 
(5 furlongs in 1:00.15) and Aug. 9 (a 
half-mile in :49.30) leading up to the 
Lake Placid. She’s 10-1 on the morn-
ing line, behind Chad Brown’s duo of 
Regal Glory and Blowout and others, 
but Dobles said she fits. 

“As a 3-year-old she’s improved 
along the way,” she said. “Her last 
race she got stuck in traffic and 
couldn’t get through on the rail like 
she normally does. I have high ex-
pectations for her. She can sit close 
to them or she can come from pretty 
far off. She has no problem between 
horses or inside of horses.”

Regal Glory, the 2-1 favorite and 
the winner of four of six for own-
er-breeder Paul Pompa Jr., won the 
Grade 3 Lake George last time out 
over stablemates Blowout and Dog-
tag. The daughter of Animal King-
dom also won the Penn Oaks at Penn 
National this season and the Stewart 
Manor at Aqueduct last year. 

Blowout finished a half-length be-
hind Regal Glory in the Lake George 
as the 7-5 favorite and is listed as the 
5-2 second choice for the Lake Placid. 

Varenka exits a victory in a 1 1/16-
mile optional claimer July 14 at Sara-
toga for Graham Motion and is the 
3-1 third choice. Amandrea, Feel Glo-
rious and Wildlife complete the field 
if the race stays on the grass. If rain 
moves it off Team Win figures to be 
a heavy favorite drawing in from the 
main-track-only list.

Lake Placid –
 Continued from page 22

Gulfstream Park
Trainer Elizabeth Dobles.

https://www.westpointtb.com/
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A  N E W  L E V E L  O F  R A C I N G 
2020 RACING CALENDAR 
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6
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7
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For more information please contact: 
Oaklawn Racing Office
racing@oaklawn.com 

501-701-5570

Maiden Special Weight $85,000+
Open Allowance Races $90,000+

MAY

1 2

S  M  T  W  T  F  S

APRIL

5
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6
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7
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8
1
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9
2
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3

17
24

4
*11
18
25

S  M  T  W  T  F  S

*Arkansas Derby Day
Racing Festival of the South

BY SEAN CLANCY
Jimmy Ryerson leaned on the rail 

near the seven-eighths pole of the 
Oklahoma training track Thursday 
morning and looked to the sky.

“I’m hoping we get some rain, so 
there’s a little give to the turf,” the 
trainer said. “It’s so hard and fast. I’m 
hoping for a little give. We’ll see what 
happens. Some of her better races are 
that way, for her body, it’s a little bet-
ter.”

Ryerson’s pleas were answered, at 
least a bit, with light rain Thursday 
night, Friday morning and Friday af-
ternoon. Far from a deluge, the rain 
won’t hurt the turf course, which has 
produced record times in stakes and 
fast times in every other race.

As Ryerson was thinking about 
the weather, the reason for his fret-
ting galloped past. Fire Key, a broad-
built, rugged 6-year-old mare with 
eight wins and $654,160 in earnings, 
galloped about three-quarters of a 
mile, pulled up, and stood in the gate. 

Once that practice element was com-
plete, the New York-bred daughter 
of Friesan Fire galloped past Ryerson 
and pulled up on the backside of the 
Oklahoma. Head up and ready to go, 
Fire Key looked tuned up for today’s 
Smart And Fancy, a $100,000 stakes 
for fillies and mares going 5 ½ fur-
longs on the turf. 

Ryerson has tuned her delicately, 
relying on gallops, rather than breez-
es. With four starts in Florida this 
winter and three in New York since 
joining Ryerson, the 6-year-old mare 
is a baked cake. Just warm her up.

“She has her issues, she’s had a 
long campaign but she’s doing good,” 
Ryerson said. “I haven’t breezed her 
here. I’m going to stand her in the 
gate, take her to the paddock, I’m go-
ing to try to get around it. She’s done 
well, she’s eating well. I just felt like it 

Tod Marks
Fire Key walks at trainer Jimmy Ryerson’s barn Thursday.

SMART AND FANCY PREVIEW

Turn the Key
Veteran New York-bred mare 
aims for ninth win in turf sprint

Continued On Page 26 

https://www.oaklawn.com/
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was the way to go this time.”
Ryerson took over Fire Key from 

Joe Catanese after a 0-for-4 Florida 
campaign, arriving in New York in 
April. 

A two-time stakes winner on yield-
ing turf for Pat Kelly last season, the 
Backwards Stable homebred wired 
five rivals in the License Fee at Bel-
mont Park over yielding turf in her 
debut for Ryerson in April. She came 
back and finished second after leading 
early in the Grade 3 Intercontinental 
at Belmont in June. Shipped north to 
Saratoga, she rallied from fifth to fin-
ish second to Mominou in the Caress 
July 21. 

“I thought she was real good go-
ing into her second time and her third 
time, this race is a little closer, not ter-
ribly close, but close,” Ryerson said. 
“In some respects she’s done a little 
better here. She’s a nice mare.”

As Fire Key walked along the horse 
path on the outside of the Oklahoma 
track, Ryerson looked at his neigh-
bor’s barn. 

“We got Rusty in there again,” Ry-
erson said. “That’s her game.”

Yes, sprinting on the turf is Morti-
cia’s game. Trained by Rusty Arnold, 
the nine-time winner finished in a 
dead heat for third in the Caress af-
ter being rated off the pace. Arnold 
calls on Irad Ortiz Jr., who guided the 
daughter of Twirling Candy to a win 
and second in Kentucky this spring 
for her fifth Saratoga start. Bred by 
G. Watts Humphrey and Arnold, the 
bay mare is even money on the morn-
ing line. 

 Bedded down in the third stall 
from the tack room, the stable stal-
wart watches Grade 1 winner Con-
crete Rose in the second stall. Neigh-
bors and competitors. 

“We graze all of them in the after-
noon,” Arnold said. “If she doesn’t 
go out first, she’ll tear the place apart. 
If you take Concrete Rose out first, 
she’ll throw an absolute fit. She start-
ed getting like that about a year ago.”

About the time Concrete Rose 
showed up. 

“Everybody spoils the good ones,” 
Arnold said. “We are always im-
pressed that she shows up every time 
she runs, that’s the main thing. She 
doesn’t not show up. She’ll get outrun 
but she always shows up.”

Neil Drysdale doesn’t show up in 
Saratoga often but the Hall of Fam-
er ventures here with Oleksandra for 
Team Valor International. 

The Australian-bred daughter of 
Animal Kingdom moved to the east 
coast this spring, picking up an op-
tional claimer against the girls at Bel-
mont in May and another one against 
the boys at Belmont in June. The 
5-year-old mare finished third in the 
Grade 2 Royal North at Woodbine 
in July. Joel Rosario, aboard for both 
Belmont wins, takes the call. 

Broadway Run, a dead heat third 
with Morticia in the Caress, returns 
for Curragh Stable and trainer John 
Terranova. 

The trainer adds blinkers to the 
daughter of Prospective. The dark bay 
filly owns two wins from nine starts, 
finishing a nose behind Fire Key in the 
License Fee and a neck and a nose be-
hind her in the Intercontinental. Luis 
Saez, who guided her to win the Cor-
onation Cup here last summer, gets 
reunited. 

Too Much Tip, Miss Gossip and 
Ruby Notion complete the field. La-
dy’s Island and Lezendary are entered 
for the main track only.

Smart And Fancy –
 Continued from page 24

– Early email notice of new editions    
– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker
– Invitations to special events we haven’t 
    scheduled yet. 
– Other benefits we’re still dreaming up...
The cost is $35 per year, and the program is totally 
optional. The Special is free to read, in print within 
the 12866 or online at thisishorseracing.com. We 
hope you’ll sign up, but you don’t have to. Thanks for 
being there, and welcome aboard. Sign up today at:

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

http://www.brisnet.com/saratoga
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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NATIONAL SCREENING AND RECEPTION
Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of America’s first Triple Crown Winner, Sir Barton
Honoring the lives of Hall of Fame trainers John Nerud, Marion Van Berg & Jack Van Berg

Includes interviews with Bob Baffert, D. Wayne Lukas, Carl Nafzger, Bill Mott, Gary Stevens, Pat Day and others.  
Showtime: 6:30 p.m. Cost: $10 for Museum members, $12 non-members. Seating is Limited. 

Purchase tickets at the Door or in advance online: Eventbrite.com

Tuesday, August 20th at the National Museum of Racing – Doors open at 5:30. Meet the Film Producers.

https://www.nationalsteeplechase.com/
https://www.borntorein.com/
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Saturday, August 17.

1ST (1:00PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO.......Market Impact................. J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
1a ..... 7.............Digital Software............... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
2  ..... 1.............Blackberry Wine.............. L. Saez.............................. J. Sharp......................... 8-1
3  ..... 2.............Anaconda........................ J. Rosario......................... C. Brown....................... 9-2
4  ..... 4.............No Word......................... J. Ortiz.............................. T. Pletcher..................... 5-1
5  ..... 5.............Leading West.................. M. Franco......................... J. Sharp....................... 12-1
6  ..... 6.............King’s Honor (IRE).......... J. Castellano..................... J. Thomas..................... 6-1
7  ..... 8.............Yankee Empire................ C. Landeros...................... J. Kimmel...................... 7-2
8  ..... MTO.......Fort McHenry.................. .Rider TBA........................ T. Pletcher..................... 3-1
9  ..... 10...........Acre................................ J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 10-1

2ND (1:35PM). $80,000, CLM $75,000-$65,000, 3 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Miss Imperial.................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Servis........................ 8-5
2  ..... 2.............Slimey............................. J. Lezcano........................ D. Cannizzo................... 7-2
3  ..... 3.............Figure It Out.................... R. Santana, Jr................... J. Ferraro..................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Break Curfew.................. J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 3-1
5  ..... 5.............Miss Marcela................... L. Saez.............................. P. Serpe....................... 15-1
6  ..... 6.............Carrizo............................ K. Carmouche................... D. Cannizzo................... 5-2

3RD (2:08PM). $48,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............High Rider....................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... S. Klesaris................... 15-1
2  ..... 2.............Revenio........................... J. Martinez........................ N. Zito......................... 30-1
3  ..... 3.............Storm Tower................... K. Carmouche................... R. Hendriks................... 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Camouflaged Kisser........ B. Hernandez.................... L. O’Brien.................... 30-1
5  ..... 5.............Embellisher..................... J. Ortiz.............................. K. McPeek..................... 3-1
6  ..... 6.............Game Boy Benny............. L. Saez.............................. M. Dini.......................... 8-1
7  ..... 7.............All About It...................... T. Gaffalione...................... G. Weaver..................... 2-1
8  ..... 8.............Blacktop Legend............. C. Landeros...................... G. Gullo....................... 10-1
9  ..... 9.............Oroscopo........................ R. Santana, Jr................... T. Bush........................ 10-1
10..... 10...........Hurricane Hill.................. J. Lezcano........................ L. Rice........................... 5-1

4TH (2:41PM). $32,000, CLM $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Blue Gem........................ R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 6-1
2  ..... 2.............Thesis............................. K. Carmouche................... D. Duggan................... 12-1
3  ..... 3.............Desert Lights................... B. Hernandez.................... G. Gullo......................... 9-2
4  ..... 4.............Giant Boo Boo................. J. Ortiz.............................. J. Englehart................... 5-2
5  ..... 5.............Latin Love Bug................ L. Saez.............................. J. Toscano, Jr.............. 10-1
6  ..... 6.............All Clear........................... D. Davis............................ G. Sciacca................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Dooley............................. E. Cancel........................... D. Donk......................... 8-1
8  ..... 8.............There He Goes................ M. Franco......................... R. Atras......................... 7-2
9  ..... 9.............Sams Last Ghasp............ J. Alvarado....................... T. Morley....................... 8-1

5TH (3:14PM). $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 6.............Westerland (GB)............. T. Gaffalione...................... K. McLaughlin............. 15-1
1a ..... MTO.......Krewe Chief..................... L. Saez.............................. M. Maker..................... 15-1
2  ..... 1.............Devamani (FR)................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Clement.................... 9-5
3  ..... 2.............Stella d’Oro..................... J. Rosario......................... J. Sisterson................... 8-1
4  ..... 3.............Cape Angel...................... L. Saez.............................. J. Sharp......................... 7-2
5  ..... 4.............Local Hero....................... K. Carmouche................... D. Cannizzo................. 15-1
6  ..... 5.............Nakamura........................ J. Ortiz.............................. H. Motion...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7.............Bird’s Eye View................ J. Lezcano........................ M. Dini.......................... 4-1
8  ..... 9.............Midnight Tea Time........... J. Castellano..................... J. Sharp......................... 8-1

6TH (3:47PM). $92,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Lonhtwist........................ T. Gaffalione...................... L. O’Brien.................... 10-1
2  ..... 2.............All Systems Go................ M. Franco......................... J. Terranova II............. 12-1
3  ..... 3.............Yamano Maker (JPN)...... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Alongcametheprince....... A. Hernandez Sanchez...... D. Clarke..................... 50-1
5  ..... 5.............I Can Do Anything........... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Hough....................... 6-1
6  ..... 6.............Honey Won’t................... J. Rosario......................... W. Mott....................... 15-1
7  ..... 7.............Bourbon in May.............. J. Ortiz.............................. T. Pletcher..................... 6-1

8  ..... 8.............Sayyaaf........................... J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
9  ..... 9.............First Degree Burn............ J. Martinez........................ L. Collazo.................... 30-1
10..... 10...........Carotari........................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... B. Lynch........................ 8-1
11..... 11...........High Crime...................... J. Lezcano........................ D. Miller........................ 6-1
12..... 12...........Cohete Rojo.................... L. Saez.............................. J. Sharp....................... 10-1
13..... MTO.......Dark N Cloudy................. T. Gaffalione...................... D. Schettino.................. 4-1

7TH (4:20PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Cost Basis....................... J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
2  ..... 2.............Eagles Palace.................. J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 10-1
3  ..... 3.............American Butterfly.......... L. Saez.............................. D. Lukas...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4.............Candy Tycoon................. J. Ortiz.............................. T. Pletcher..................... 2-1
5  ..... 5.............Unprecedented................ T. Gaffalione...................... J. Kimmel...................... 8-1
6  ..... 6.............Irish Mias........................ R. Maragh......................... H. Motion...................... 5-2
7  ..... 7.............Excession........................ R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen............... 15-1
8  ..... 8.............African Heritage.............. J. Gallego......................... J. Mejia....................... 20-1
9  ..... 9.............Feisty Bird....................... C. Landeros...................... I. Wilkes........................ 6-1

8TH (4:53PM). $100,000, STK - THE SMART AND FANCY, 3&UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Fire Key........................... J. Ortiz.............................. J. Ryerson..................... 4-1
2  ..... 2.............Too Much Tip.................. J. Lezcano........................ F. Abbott, III................ 20-1
3  ..... MTO.......Lady’s Island................... J. Lezcano........................ D. Gargan...................... 2-5
4  ..... MTO.......Lezendary....................... . Rider TBA....................... R. Rodriguez............... 12-1
5  ..... 5.............Morticia........................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... G. Arnold, II.................. 1-1
6  ..... 6.............Miss Gossip (IRE)........... J. Alvarado....................... E. Caramori................. 20-1
7  ..... 7.............Oleksandra (AUS)........... J. Rosario......................... N. Drysdale................... 7-2
8  ..... 8.............Broadway Run................. L. Saez.............................. J. Terranova II............... 9-2
9  ..... 9.............Ruby Notion.................... J. Castellano..................... D. Miller...................... 12-1

9TH (5:26PM). $200,000, STK - THE LAKE PLACID, 3YO, F, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Varenka........................... J. Castellano..................... H. Motion...................... 3-1
2  ..... 2.............Amandrea........................ T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker..................... 15-1
3  ..... 3.............Vow to Recover............... M. Franco......................... E. Dobles..................... 10-1
4  ..... 4.............Blowout (GB).................. J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 5-2
5  ..... 5.............Regal Glory..................... L. Saez.............................. C. Brown....................... 2-1
6  ..... 6.............Feel Glorious (GB)........... J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................... 5-1
7  ..... 7.............Wildlife............................ J. Lezcano........................ V. Oliver....................... 10-1
8  ..... MTO.......Team Win........................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... T. Pletcher..................... 8-5

10TH (5:59PM). $600,000, STK - THE ALABAMA PRESENTED BY NYRA BETS, 3YO, F, 1 1/4M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1.............Dunbar Road................... J. Ortiz.............................. C. Brown....................... 8-5
2  ..... 2.............Lady Apple...................... R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 6-1
3  ..... 3.............Afleet Destiny.................. E. Cancel........................... U. St. Lewis................. 30-1
4  ..... 4.............Champagne Anyone........ C. Landeros...................... I. Wilkes...................... 10-1
5  ..... 5.............Street Band..................... S. Doyle............................ J. Jones....................... 10-1
6  ..... 6.............Ulele................................ J. Rosario......................... B. Cox........................... 8-1
7  ..... 7.............Point of Honor................ J. Castellano..................... G. Weaver..................... 5-2
8  ..... 8.............Off Topic......................... M. Franco......................... T. Pletcher................... 10-1
9  ..... 9.............Kelsey’s Cross................. R. Maragh......................... P. Biancone................. 15-1

11TH (6:32PM). $80,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1.............Fancycase....................... B. Hernandez.................... P. Kelly........................ 30-1
2  ..... 2.............Sweet Meadow Mist........ J. Rosario......................... C. Baker......................... 3-1
3  ..... 3.............Not About the Nail........... D. Davis............................ E. Barker....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4.............Bustin Scones................. C. Landeros...................... G. Contessa................. 20-1
5  ..... 5.............More Mischief................. J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
6  ..... 6.............Take Me to Hardoon........ L. Saez.............................. J. Englehart................... 5-1
7  ..... 7.............Moon Heist..................... L. Reyes........................... E. Jones...................... 10-1
8  ..... 8.............Overtime Olivia................ E. Cancel........................... A. Arriaga.................... 30-1
9  ..... 9.............Trouble for Skylar............ K. Carmouche................... D. Gargan...................... 6-1
10..... 10...........Mary’s Girl...................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... R. Schosberg.............. 15-1
11..... 11...........Quietude.......................... M. Franco......................... R. Ribaudo.................. 15-1

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Patrick McGoey, an attorney from New Orleans who 

won the 2011 and 2012 Breeders’ Cup Betting Challenge and the 2018 Kentucky 
Derby Betting Challenge. McGoey also finished as The Special’s leading guest hand-
icapper in 2018 after picking seven winners on the Travers Day card. Friday, John 

Kernell picked two winners. 
* The guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only The Special’s reg-

ular handicappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper of 2019: Joe Burke with five wins. 
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Fort McHenry
Anaconda

Klaravich entry
Miss Imperial

Carrizo
Break Curfew
All About It

Game Boy Benny
Embellisher

Giant Boo Boo
There He Goes

Sams Last Ghasp
Krewe Chief
Devamani

Cape Angel
Dark N Cloudy

Sayyaaf
I Can Do Anything

Irish Mias
Candy Tycoon

Feisty Bird
Lady’s Island

Morticia
Oleksandra
Team Win

Regal Glory
Blowout

Dunbar Road
Point Of Honor

Champagne Anyone
More Mischief

Sweet Meadow Mist
Take Me To Hardoon

Fort McHenry
Klaravich entry

Acre
Carrizo
Slimey

Miss Imperial
Game Boy Benny

Embellisher
Blacktop Legend

Desert Lights
Blue Gem

Giant Boo Boo
Cape Angel
Local Hero
Devamani

Dark N Cloudy
Bourbon In May
All Systems Go

Irish Mias
Candy Tycoon

Cost Basis
Oleksandra

Lady’s Island
Morticia
Varenka

Feel Glorious
Regal Glory

Point Of Honor
Dunbar Road
Lady Apple

More Mischief
Take Me To Hardoon
Trouble For Skylar

Acre
No Word

Yankee Empire
Miss Imperial
Break Curfew

Slimey
Hurricane Hill
All About It
Embellisher

There He Goes
Desert Lights

Blue Gem
Devamani

Stella d’Oro
Bird’s Eye View

Sayyaaf
Lonhtwist

I Can Do Anything
Candy Tycoon

Feisty Bird
Cost Basis
Morticia

Oleksandra
Fire Key
Varenka

Regal Glory
Vow To Recover
Point Of Honor
Dunbar Road

Champagne Anyone
Take Me To Hardoon

More Mischief
Sweet Meadow Mist

No Word
Klaravich entry

Anaconda
Miss Imperial
Break Curfew
Figure It Out
All About It
Embellisher
Oroscopo

Giant Boo Boo
Blue Gem

There He Goes
Westerland 
Cape Angel
Devamani

I Can Do Anything
Sayyaaf

High Crime
Candy Tycoon
Eagles Palace

Irish Mias
Too Much Tip
Oleksandra

Fire Key
Wildlife
Blowout

Regal Glory
Street Band

Point Of Honor
Lady Apple

More Mischief 
Take Me To Hardoon
Sweet Meadow Mist

No Word
Acre

Anaconda
Carrizo

Miss Imperial
Slimey

Hurricane Hill
Embellisher
All About It

Sams Last Ghasp
Blue Gem

Desert lights
Cape Angel
Devamani
Nakamura
Sayyaaf
Carotari

I Can Do Anything
Candy Tycoon

Irish Mias
Eagles Palace
Oleksandra

Morticia
Broadway Run
Feel Glorious

Varenka
Blowout

Point Of Honor
Champagne Anyone

Dunbar Road
Take Me To Hardoon

More Mischief
Mary’s Girl

2019 Records 84/263 60/263 72/263 56/263 52/224*
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GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

BY BRANDON VALVO
Blue, partly cloudy skies turned gray and occa-

sional raindrops fell as a front rolled in from the 
southwest when eight 2-year-olds entered the pad-
dock for Friday’s Skidmore Stakes. The threat of 
rain just before the 5 1/2-furlong turf stakes led 
NYRA to move post time for the feature up four 
minutes to 5:14 p.m. and the colts and geldings 
skipped the post parade and headed straight to the 
starting gate. Tod Marks

Another Miracle charges home in Friday’s Skidmore Stakes for 2-year-olds on the turf.

Green
Exacta

Another Miracle tops 
Proven Strategies

SKIDMORE STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 31 
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Savour our spirit responsibly. © Sagamore Whiskey, 
LLC, Baltimore, MD 21230. Sagamore Spirit® Straight 
Rye Whiskey, bottled at 41.5% ABV (83 Proof).

S A G A M O R E  S P I R I T 
S A G A M O R E S P I R I T . C O M

Rye Whiskey was distilled by America’s original 

risk-takers and history-makers. Our freedom-

fighting forefathers crafted America’s first barrels 

of whiskey——bold, flavorful, and full of passion.  

At Sagamore Spirit, we’ve picked up the torch.  

Our spring-fed Maryland-Style Rye Whiskey 

celebrates the grit and glory of our patriotic 

ancestors who sipped their way into history.

Savour our bold spirit and join  

the spirited conversation  

at whiskey.wiki

The change proved prudent as rain 
set in as Another Miracle returned 
to the winner’s circle after taking the 
$100,000 stakes by 1 3/4 lengths. 
Owner Len Green didn’t let the show-
ers dampen his celebration. 

“Was it raining?” he asked joking-
ly after finding cover in the clubhouse 
on the way to the Saratoga Room.

Green had reason to smile after the 
Skidmore as Another Miracle, who he 
owns in partnership with his son Jon-
athan, bested Green’s other runner 
in the field, Proven Strategies. Green 
partners with Aron Yagoda and Em-
pire Racing Club on the latter, and al-
though they didn’t win, Green invited 
about 40 fractional owners into the 
winner’s circle and later bought them 
each a picture.

“When I started, my first claimer 
was a $2,500 claimer at 80-1,” Green 
said. “I made so many mistakes along 
the way. I’ve been fortunate enough 
to get success in this business, it 
would be nice to give it back in some 
way. Let’s invite everybody into the 
winner’s circle. It’s the thrill of being 
there. Keep going in the game. That’s 
what you need. I want them to take 

(the picture) home, put it on their 
mantle and talk about racing, which 
is a great thing.”

Although Green typically owns his 
horses outright, he welcomed Empire 
Racing Club into the ownership of 
Proven Strategies without a second 
thought when Yagoda, an existing 
partner on the horse, needed help.

“Aron has been a friend for a long 
time,” Green said. “He’s just an amaz-
ing guy and he said, ‘Len, I have a lit-
tle dilemma. I’ve got this club and the 
horse that I selected is on the farm.’ I 
said, ‘well, we have a horse together, 
let’s put it in this one.’ He said, ‘you 
want to, with 30 or 60 people?’ I said, 
‘come on, it’s great for the game.’ ”

Green’s D.J. Stable co-bred Anoth-
er Miracle. By American Pharoah out 
of the Medaglia d’Oro mare Retrace-
able, D.J. Stable bought back Anoth-
er Miracle from the 2018 Keeneland 
September yearling sale for $210,000. 
Gary Contessa, a longtime trainer 
and friend of Green’s, was in the right 
place at the right time.

“Both of them were horses that 
didn’t sell,” Green said, noting that 
Contessa was at the sale.

“Gary, why don’t you take this 
one,” Green said. 

Skidmore –
 Continued from page 30

Tod Marks
Len Green (right) helps lead in his new stakes winner Another Miracle .

Continued On Page 32 

https://sagamorespirit.com/
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LINCOLN COLLINS
Lincoln@KernThoroughbreds.com

CALL FOR MORE INFO:
502-773-1989

JOE MILLER
Joe@KernThoroughbreds.com

TRITON STABLE  –  STAKES RACING PARTNERSHIP

75% Blacktype horses 
and 42% Stakes Winners

MULTIPLE STAKES WINNER 
ICKYMASHO

at the barn

trf

BBQBBQ
NightSummerNightSummer

grab 
your boots 

and 
join us!

August 20th 6–9 pm
The Saratoga Winery • Rt 29, Saratoga Springs, NY

A casual evening of 
FUNdraising, food, music,  

basket raffles, and  
horses, too!

Tickets are  
$30.00 and 
available at 

www.TRFinc.org 
or call 

518.226.0028

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

“What’s the pedigree?,” Contessa 
asked. 

“American Pharoah.”
“I’ve never heard of him.”
Despite Contessa’s jesting, the 

trainer was excited at the prospects of 
taking the colt.

“I tried to put a shank on him right 
then and there,” Contessa joked. 
“They wouldn’t let me out with him. 
They said, ‘no, no, no. We’ll ship him 
to you.’ ”

Sure enough, Contessa later got a 
call from Jonathan Green asking him 
to take the colt. Contessa obliged.

“The phone rang one day and Jon 
said, ‘we’ve got an American Pharoah 
we’d like you to have,’ ” Contessa 
said. “It was just a great phone call, 
one of those times you were really 
glad you answered the phone.”

Another Miracle’s career began 
with a second in a Belmont Park 
maiden special July 4 and he scored a 
gate-to-wire maiden-breaking victory 
in an off-the-turf maiden going 5 1/2 
furlongs here July 24. 

Another Miracle tried to wire the 
field again in the Skidmore. Proven 
Strategies broke on top of the field, 
but Another Miracle ranged up under 
Manny Franco to take command rac-
ing up the backstretch. Despite An-
other Miracle’s move to the top, rival 
Montauk Daddy streaked to 
the lead and kicked away by 
1 1/2 lengths nearing the turn 
to put up a quarter in :21.82. 

“I was thinking, if that 
horse sustains that run, I’m in 
trouble,” Contessa said. “But 
I knew (Franco) let him go 
without even trying to chase 
him, so I knew he had a ton 
of horse. I stayed confident 
when he did that. I felt very 
confident.”

Montauk Daddy stretched 
his lead to 4 lengths around 
the turn and maintained 
his advantage into the 
stretch past a half in :44.05. 
Straightening, Franco yanked 
the stick into his left hand 
and smacked his mount. He 
paused for a few seconds, 
then continued his left-hand-
ed urging. Another Miracle 
drifted out two paths from 

the hedge, but took aim at Montauk 
Daddy. 

Another Miracle extended as 
Montauk Daddy’s strides shortened. 
Another Miracle ran past his rival 
and stopped the timer in 1:01.61, a 
stakes record in five runnings. Prov-
en Strategies beat Montauk Daddy by 
a head to complete the Green exac-
ta. Contessa made his plans clear to 
Green after the victory.

“Wait till we win the Breeders’ 
Cup,” the trainer said to the owner. 
“He’s got two gears. That’s really un-
usual for a 2-year-old. It’s nice to see 
a 2-year-old with two gears.

“Basically, when you win this race, 
you have to take this horse to the 
Breeders’ Cup,” Contessa continued 
later in the Saratoga Room. “He’s the 
real deal. Two-year-olds, anything can 
happen, but hopefully he stays sound. 
He’s a small horse, so he’s very easy 
on himself. Small horse, big heart.”

Another Miracle’s Skidmore win 
improves his record to 2-for-3 with 
another placing and bumps his earn-
ings to $120,500. The victory was 
Contessa’s third at the meet in 55 
starts.

“My meet’s been OK, but I’m top-
heavy with 2-year-olds and it’s hard to 
win with 2-year-olds up here,” Con-
tessa said. “The fact that this horse 
won two up here is a big plus and it 
makes my meet a whole lot better. It’s 
nice to have a horse like this. He’s a 
professional racehorse in the body of 
a 2-year-old.”

Skidmore –
 Continued from page 31

Tod Marks
Winning trainer Gary Contessa and son Raymond cele-
brate Friday’s stakes win.

https://www.trfinc.org/
https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
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Retiree: OverdrivenRetiree: Overdriven

To donate a horse or make a contribution,  

visit www.NEWVOCATIONS.org  

or contact andrea@horseadoption.com  

or call (859) 252-9574.

Serving over 500 horses a year.

Finding that  
perfect match is 
PRICELESS...

SUCCESS BEYOND 
THE TR ACK

SUCCESS BEYOND 
THE TR ACK

Tim McCoy never thought he 
would own a winner at Saratoga Race 
Course. Prairie Fire turned that dream 
into reality in the fourth race Friday.

“It means a lot,” he said. “Blue 
Streak Racing, I named it after the 
Saratoga Blue Streaks. That is our 
mascot in Saratoga. I’m born and 
raised here, I live in Boston now but 
this is the greatest time of year. To 
win at Saratoga – the best meet in the 
country – as just some guy, I’m not 
a rich guy, I’m just some guy and to 
have a horse win at Saratoga, that’s 
not something that can be taken 
away.”

McCoy’s Blue Streak Racing part-
nership acquired Prairie Fire for 
$28,000 after the New York-bred 
filly failed to meet her reserve at the 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-

olds in training sale. The daughter of 
Posse made her anticipated debut a 
few months later Sept. 14 at Belmont.

“She RNA’d at the sale and we 
made a private purchase for the RNA 
price,” McCoy said. “The first race 
in September at Belmont, she got one 
stride out of the gate and got stepped 
on. They thought it was a tendon tear 
so we put her on the shelf. It ended 
up being fine so she’s just been enjoy-
ing being a horse the last six to eight 
months.”

Prairie Fire finished eighth of 12 
that day. Danny Gargan had worked 
the 3-year-old five times at Belmont 
Park before her win Friday.

“She started training again with 

Danny at Keeneland,” McCoy said. 
“We kept her under wraps down 
there, we knew she had ability all 
along. Danny wants wins at Saratoga. 
I’ve never had a win at Saratoga. We 
got aggressive and we really were feel-
ing she was going to run huge.”

Prairie Fire did just that, winning 
the 5 1/2-furlong maiden claimer for 
New York-breds by 5 1/2 lengths. The 
win was Irad Ortiz Jr.’s first of two on 
the day. 

– Ben Gowans

Tod Marks
Prairie Fire breaks her maiden Friday.

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

Home Cooking
Local owner Blue Streak Racing 
celebrates Prairie Fire’s triumph 

Continued On Page 34

http://www.newvocations.org/
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• After seven works dating back 
to June 22, trainer Mike Trombet-
ta searched for a comeback race for 
Olympic Village. The 3-year-old geld-
ing had not raced since a win Novem-
ber 24.

Trombetta decided on the $75,000 
Jersey Shore Stakes at Monmouth 
Park Aug. 11. But then an extra race 
– a race not previously in the condi-
tion book - showed up on the Sarato-
ga overnight and Trombetta had sec-
ond thoughts. Olympic Village was 
scratched at Monmouth and instead 
entered at Saratoga in the second, a 
$75,000 claimer for 3-year-olds.

Olympic Village was sharp in his 
return off the layoff and won in the 
new spot by 2 3/4 lengths. Own-
er Charlotte Weber was on hand to 
watch her Live Oak Plantation home-
bred.

“This race wasn’t as deep. The race 
at Monmouth was a stakes race and 
this was a claimer,” Weber said. “It’s 
always special to win. I thought he 
would do well but you never know so 

I’m never overly confident. It’s always 
a nice surprise.”

Javier Castellano rode the winner, 
who ran the 7 furlongs in 1:21.38. 
Anthony Quartarolo claimed Olym-
pic Village for the $75,000 tag on be-
half of owner Jeffrey Lambert.

“That’s too bad but I wish them 
luck,” Weber said. 

– Ben Gowans
 
• Dale Romans met Luiz Saez at 

the scales after Cove Blue won the 
fifth, the first words of the trainer to 
the jockey were, “very fast horse.” 

Saez nodded in agreement. “Very 
fast, the gate opened and he was in 
front.”

Cove Blue continued a tradition 
just short of three decades for Ro-
mans, granting him his first win of 
the meet. 

“It’s been 27 years in a row I’ve 
won a race here,” said Romans. “I 
was a little worried about my streak 
but we got the win.”

In 12 starts, Kentucky-bred Cove 
Blue holds a 3-1-1 record with 
$147,833 in the bank. The 4-year-
old Ghostzapper colt came into Fri-

Friday –
 Continued from page 34

Tod Marks
Cove Blue returns after winning the fifth race.Continued On Page 35

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
http://www.lgbloodstock.com/


35Saturday, August 17, 2019 The Saratoga Special

Facebook, yelp, Instagram, Tri-
pAdvisor

day  off two sixths at Gulfstream Park 
this winter and a second at Churchill 
Downs June 27. Romans, as agent for 
Jim Bakke and Gerald Isbister, bought 
Cove Blue for $300,000 at the 2016 
Keeneland September yearling sale.

“We’ve had him a long time and 
we always thought he was special but 
he’s just now growing into what we 
thought he could be,” Romans said. 
“Slow start, but now maybe he’s get-
ting there.”

Saez rode Cove Blue to the 2 
1/2-length win over Fuel The Bern, 
finishing the 6 furlongs in 1.08.27.  

“We expected for him to eventu-
ally be a top horse,” Romans said. 
“He’s been working like it up here. 
He ran like it today and against a 
good group, he ran fast. Very happy 
with him.”

Tammy Fox, Romans’ longtime 
partner and main exercise rider, takes 
Blue Cove to the track in the morn-
ings. 

“She works him in the morning,” 
said Romans of Fox and Cove Blue 
as a team. “She does his speed work. 
He’s a professional, easy to be around 
and always has been.” 

– Catherine Galbraith

• Up The Ante and Joel Rosario 
led six opponents from start to finish 
without the jockey so much as press-
ing his stick against the Christophe 

Clement trainee to win the seventh. 
“Joel Rosario never uses the stick 

much,” said Clement. “He’s a very 
powerful jockey. That’s one of the 
reasons I like Joel. He was always in 
balance. He always had control. And 
just when he thought about using the 
stick, he saw the horse let up anyway 
so he said ‘I’m not going to change 
what I was doing.’” 

Up The Ante and Rosario won a 
three-way photo with Multiplier and 

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS........................... 1ST
Chad Brown...................................21
Todd Pletcher.................................11
Christophe Clement........................10
Steve Asmussen..............................9
Danny Gargan..................................9
Jason Servis....................................9
Jeremiah Englehart..........................8
Bill Mott...........................................8
Mark Casse......................................7
Mike Maker......................................7
Linda Rice........................................7

JOCKEYS............................ 1ST
Jose Ortiz.......................................39
Irad Ortiz Jr. ..................................34
Javier Castellano............................26
Luis Saez........................................22
Joel Rosario...................................21
Jose Lezcano.................................18
Junior Alvarado..............................15
Ricardo Santana Jr.........................13

Through Friday

Tod Marks
Up The Ante (right) holds off fast-closing Multiplier.

Friday –
 Continued from page 34

Continued On Page 36

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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Saratoga is his destination, but not his home. 
The 6-year-old came in from Kentucky 
to win the Alydar Stakes and 
improve to 3-for-3 at Saratoga 
Race Course with wins in 2016 
and 2017 to go with this year’s triumph.

TRIPS OF THE MEET

Tod Marks

Presented By Private Jet Professionals
Tom’s d’Etat

TAKE YOUR NEXT TRIP WITH

PRIVATE JET
FLY PRIVATE YOUR WAY
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privatejetprofessionals.com

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Available for  
appraisals and  

consultations in  
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2019 Meet!

Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912

Does This  
Look  

 Familiar?
You Need Us!

An online business solution for 
Thoroughbred Professionals

Contact TRACY ATTFIELD   
(954) 647-3220  •  TLORE.NET

Used by the best  
horsemen in the game!TL

TLore

Maraud in the 1 1/16-mile turf op-
tional. 

“We just got lucky, but that’s rac-
ing,” Clement said after the win by a 
nose went official. “He’s always runs 
well on the lead. I was just hoping 
that the turf was firm enough.”

Owned by Castleton Lyons, the 
4-year-old son of Smart Strike im-
proved to 4-for-10 and $284,713 in 
earnings with the victory. He finished 
second in last year’s Grade 3 Saranac 

before going to the sidelines until the 
spring. Second in his comeback on 
the turf at Gulfstream, Up The Ante 
finished eighth in the Grade 2 Mon-
mouth Stakes May 25.

“He’s been in training,” said Clem-
ent, who improved to nine wins at 
the meet. “He ran a very good race at 
Gulfstream and a disappointing race 
at Monmouth. Then he wasn’t train-
ing as well. He was sore in his feet. 
So we got the feet organized and fixed 
up. He’s a nice horse. He was a nice 
horse last year so we just needed to 
get him back.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

Friday –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
Olympic Village wins his third in a row.

Sean Clancy
302 545 7713
sean@thisishorseracing.com

Riverdee Stable & Clancy Bloodstock

Graded stakes winners on 
the flat and over jumps.

http://www.ospreyarms.com/
https://www.tlore.net/main/index.cfm?
http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email: joe@thisishorseracing.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Winner!
Prairie Fire captures 
Friday’s fourth race.

BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST
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TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other benefi ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español
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Friday August 16.

FIRST $78,000, NY-BRED MDN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
1	 Mo Ready	 J. Ortiz	 $4.20	 $2.80	 $2.30
3	 Maxwell Esquire	 I. Ortiz, Jr.		  $5.10	 $3.10
5	 Turbo Drive	 D. Davis			   $3.80
B Colt 2017, by Uncle Mo - Ready and Good by More Than Ready
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Repole Stable, Inc. (NY).
Late Scratches: Cold Hard Cash
Time: 1:43.57
Exacta (1-3), $12.00; Superfecta (1-3-5-4), $40.45; Trifecta (1-3-5), 
$26.25

SECOND $80,000, CLAIMING $75,000-$65,000, 3 YO, 7F
4	 Olympic Village	 J. Castellano	 $12.20	 $5.20	 $4.00
6	 Dunph	 T. Gaffalione		  $3.50	 $2.70
2	 Splicethemainbrace	 K. Carmouche			   $4.60
B Gelding 2016, by Congrats - City Empress by Empire Maker
Owner: Live Oak Plantation. Trainer: Michael Trombetta. 
Breeder: Live Oak Stud (FL). Time: 1:21.38.
Claimed: Olympic Village claimed by Lambert, Jeffrey for $75,000
Daily Double (1-4), $17.30; Exacta (4-6), $21.70; Quinella (4-6), 
$12.70; Superfecta (4-6-2-5), $39.00; Trifecta (4-6-2), $69.00

THIRD $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/16M
1	 Value Engineering	 J. Castellano	 $4.50	 $3.30	 $2.90
3	 Tiberius Mercurius	 L. Saez		  $7.10	 $5.20
2	 Hellorhighwater	 T. Gaffalione			   $6.10
Dk B/ Br Colt 2016, by Lemon Drop Kid - Frozen Treat by Dynaformer
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: D. J. Stable, LLC (KY).
Time: 1:52.90
Daily Double (4-1), $15.70; Exacta (1-3), $11.70; Superfecta (1-3-2-
6), $23.12; Trifecta (1-3-2), $32.50; Pic 3 (1-4-1), $36.75

FOURTH $42,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLM $25,000, 3&UP, 5 1/2F
8	 Prairie Fire	 I. Ortiz, Jr.	 $7.00	 $4.60	 $3.30
6	 Tarallucci	 J. Rosario		  $6.20	 $4.00
11	 Lookbothways	 K. Carmouche			   $3.20
Ch Filly 2016, by Posse - Swallow Falls by Smoke Glacken
Owner: Blue Streak Racing, LLC. Trainer: Danny Gargan. 
Breeder: Mary E. Eppler Racing Stable, Inc. &A. Leonard Pineau (NY).
Late Scratches: Appletini, If I Knew
Claimed: Let’s Maga claimed by Brown, Ronald A. for $25,000
Time: 1:03.70
Daily Double (1-8), $12.00; Exacta (8-6), $24.10; Quinella (6-8), 
$12.90; Superfecta (8-6-11-9), $44.45; Trifecta (8-6-11), $48.12; Pic 
3 (4-1-8), $79.00

FIFTH $95,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
3	 Cove Blue	 L. Saez	 $5.80	 $4.20	 $3.00
6	 Fuel the Bern	 K. Carmouche		  $6.30	 $4.00
5	 Mucho	 J. Rosario			   $3.10
B Colt 2015, by Ghostzapper - Need by Strong Hope
Owner: Bakke, Jim and Isbister, Gerald. Trainer: Dale Romans. 
Breeder: Claiborne Farm (KY). Time: 1:08.27
Late Scratches: Tiz He the One
Claimed: Do Share claimed by AJ Suited Racing Stable for $62,500
Daily Double (8-3), $9.40; Exacta (3-6), $18.10; Superfecta (3-6-5-7), 
$19.52; Trifecta (3-6-5), $39.25; Pic 3 (1-8-3), $51.75; Pic 4 (4-1-
1/8/13-1/3), $192.75; Pic 5 (1/8-4-1-1/8/13-1/3), $595.75

SIXTH $50,000, CLAIMING $35,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3	 Zabava	 I. Ortiz, Jr.	 $7.50	 $3.70	 $2.60
8	 Psalmody	 L. Saez		  $3.50	 $2.70
2	 Clockstrikestwelve	 J. Castellano			   $3.00
B Filly 2016, by Skipshot - Clifton Bay by Gone West
Owner: Paradise Farms Corp.. Trainer: Michael Maker. 
Breeder: Mikhail Yanakov (KY). Late Scratches: Carlisle Belle
Time: 1:40.25
Daily Double (3-3), $9.40; Exacta (3-8), $11.10; Superfecta (3-8-2-1), 
$12.17; Trifecta (3-8-2), $14.75; Pic 3 (8-3-3), $50.50

SEVENTH $98,000, AOC $80,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
1	 Up the Ante	 J. Rosario	 $4.70	 $3.20	 $2.30
4	 Multiplier	 J. Velazquez		  $4.80	 $3.40
5	 Maraud	 J. Ortiz			   $4.20
Ch Colt 2015, by Smart Strike - Ask Me When by Speightstown
Owner: Castleton Lyons. Trainer: Christophe Clement. 
Breeder: Castleton Lyons & Kilboy Estate (KY).
Late Scratches: Majestic Affair
Claimed: Maraud claimed by Collinsworth Thoroughbred Racing LLC 
for $80,000
Time: 1:42.26
Daily Double (3-1), $11.80; Exacta (1-4), $11.30; Superfecta (1-4-5-
3), $13.12; Trifecta (1-4-5), $22.25; Pic 3 (3-3-1), $33.75

EIGHTH $80,000, NY-BRED AOC $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
5	 Ratajkowski	 J. Ortiz	 $3.00	 $2.30	 $2.10
6	 Singular Sensation	 L. Saez		  $5.90	 $4.10
2	 Beyond Discreet	 M. Franco			   $4.30
Ch Mare 2014, by Drosselmeyer - Quiet North by Quiet American
Owner: Broad, Gary. Trainer: Brian Lynch. 
Breeder: John P Hicks & H & H Farm (NY).
Late Scratches: Behind the Couch
Claimed: Beyond Discreet claimed by Clear Stars Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:48.40
Daily Double (1-5), $3.95; Exacta (5-6), $9.60; Superfecta (5-6-2-4), 
$5.80; Trifecta (5-6-2), $18.00; Pic 3 (3-1-5), $16.70

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - SKIDMORE S., 2 YO, 5 1/2F
3	 Another Miracle	 M. Franco	 $7.10	 $4.00	 $2.90
2	 Proven Strategies	 T. Gaffalione		  $7.60	 $3.80
6	 Montauk Daddy	 J. Lezcano			   $2.30
B Colt 2017, by American Pharoah - Retraceable by Medaglia d’Oro
Owner: Green, Leonard C. and Green, Jonathan I. Trainer: Gary Contessa. 
Breeder: Betz/J. Betz/CHNNHK/D.J.Stables/Lamantia/CoCo/Ramsby (KY).
Time: 1:01.61
Daily Double (5-3), $4.90; Exacta (3-2), $27.25; Superfecta (3-2-6-1), 
$23.50; Trifecta (3-2-6), $22.62; Pic 3 (1-5-3), $12.70; Place Pix Nine 
(2/3/8-1/4/5-2/5/6-3), $5.90

10TH $48,000 MDN CLM $40,000, 3&UP, NY-BRED, 1M INNER TURF
5	 I’m Elmer J. Fudd	 M. Franco	 25.20	 10.60	 9.20
10	 Causforcelebration	 R. Santana Jr.		  9.70	 6.70
7	 Big Wonder	 J. Martinez			   21.20
Dk B/Br g, 2016, Frost Giant-Purely Excess, In Excess (Ire). 
Owner: Michael Imperio, Carl Lizza Racing Stable, Lianna Stable, Take 
a Shot Stable. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. Time: 1:36.81.
Breeder: Dutchess Views Farm, Eric Bishop and FG Stallion (NY).
Exacta $158.25. Trifecta $1,692.75. Superfecta $4,664,05. Double 
$59.25. Pick 3 $77.50. Pick 4 $143. Pick 5 $676. Pick Six Jackpot 
$968.30. Jackpot carryover $346,532.

Paid Attendance: 27,633. On Track Handle: $4,096,937.
All Sources Handle: $16,710,026.

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SARATOGA RESULTS

http://fairhillfoundation.org/turf/
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Every horse starts somewhere, even Saratoga 
superstars. Keeneland Sales helps The Special 
look back at some memorable graded stakes 
winners – and Keeneland graduates – at the Spa. 
We’ll re-connect and dig up some memories.

Shared Account
Lake Placid Stakes 2009

BY JOE CLANCY

Before she came up a head short in the 
Grade 1 Diana, before she rocked the 
Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf at 
46-1, before she became the dam of two 

winners, Shared Account landed the 2009 Lake 
Placid Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. 

And before that she was a Keeneland Septem-
ber yearling selling as Hip 2790 late in Book Four 
as part of the 2008 Lane’s End consignment. Bob 
Feld picked her out for client Sagamore Farm and 
waited.

“Pleasantly Perfect was a freshman sire at 
the time and I don’t shy away from that at all,” 
Feld said Friday. “I like to buy more classic, an-
gular, longer-distance type horses and she fit the 
bill. I remember waiting most of the day for her. 
Tom Mullikin (Sagamore’s farm manager at the 
time) and I kept firing away and we got her at 
$170,000. Juanita Delahoussaye was the under-
bidder and she stopped me on the way out and 
was not happy with me.”

As it turned out, she had every reason.
Part of the early days of the rebirth of Saga-

more Farm under the direction of Under Armour 
founder Kevin Plank, Shared Account went to the 
famed Maryland farm founded by Alfred Vander-
bilt and went about turning into a racehorse. Sent 
to Graham Motion, she won her debut going a 
mile on the dirt at Laurel Park as a 2-year-old in 
November 2008. She won again at Laurel in Jan-
uary, and went to Florida with lofty goals – the 
words Kentucky Oaks were used – which quickly 
came back to reality.

Sixth in the Grade 2 Davona Dale and Bon-
nie Miss at Gulfstream Park in March, Shared 
Account didn’t run again until May – winning 
on the dirt at Delaware Park. In her turf debut, 
she finished third in Belmont Park’s Perfect Sting 

and was second in the Virginia Oaks at Colonial 
Downs.

Then came Saratoga, where she won the Grade 
2 Lake Placid over Keertana. Soft turf and rain 
did little to dampen the spirts as Motion, Plank 
and Mullikin accepted a framed print of Lake 
Placid in the winner’s circle.

Plank enjoyed his first graded stakes win as an 
owner.

“I’ve been in this thing for three years now and 
I’ve been waiting for that feeling, to know what 
it feels like,” he told The Special then. “You give, 
you give, you give, you give, kind of like fami-
ly, you give, you give and you’re waiting, saying 
‘It pays off at some point, right? Thanksgiving? 

Christmas dinner? There’s got to be a point.’ So 
this is a little bit Thanksgiving and a little bit 
Christmas wrapped up into one.”

Shared Account kept giving, as she finished 
second in two Grade 1 stakes to cap her season 
and the next year landed that Breeders’ Cup upset 
– over heavy favorite Midday, Keertana, Forever 
Together and others in a field of 11. Shared Ac-
count paid $94, emerging between horses late on 
a dark evening at Churchill Downs.

Feld won’t forget it.
“I was super emotional,” he said. “They asked 

me to help bring Sagamore back to its former glo-

Saratoga Memories, presented by Keeneland, is an ongoing series that looks back  
at some of the top moments from Keeneland Sales graduates among Saratoga’s best racing.

Continued On Page 41 

Tod Marks
Shared Account wins the  
2009 Lake Placid at Saratoga.
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ry and that’s a daunting task. To win a Breeders’ Cup race 
at Churchill Downs – where (Sagamore’s) Native Dancer 
lost his Derby – even for a moment the farm was back on 
a big stage. I played a small part, but I cried going back to 
my seat from the winner’s circle.”

Earlier, Shared Account’s 2010 campaign included a 
win in the Grade 3 All Along at Colonial Downs and a 
second (beaten a head in a five-horse photo) in the Grade 
1 Diana at Saratoga. Bred in Kentucky by William Carl, 
Shared Account finished with six wins, four seconds, a 
third and $1,649,427 in earnings.

Retired to Sagamore as a broodmare, she has yet to 
duplicate herself though she’s the dam of 2018 stakes win-
ner Riley’s Choice (by Distorted Humor) and dual winner 
I’m Pretty Strong (by Street Cry). Sharing, her 2017 filly 
by Speightstown, finished third in her debut for Motion 
and the ownership team of Eclipse Thoroughbred Part-
ners and Gainesway Stable here July 21 and is entered in 
Sunday’s third race going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. 

Motion’s assistant Alice Clapham rode Shared Account 
and 10 years later sees similarities in Sharing. The com-
parisons come easily.

“Very similar to her mum, very classy,” Clapham said 
Friday. “She’s still working it out, but she reminds me a lot 
of her. They have the same sort of stride. Shared Account 
was very classy from a young age. She had her moments 

as they all do. She was big, she had a big stride and could 
get a little tough to gallop, but was a fun horse to ride. She 
let you know when she was ready.

“I was here the year she ran in the Lake Placid and I 
remember her getting bigger and stronger. That mind was 
always there and she was a true racehorse at the end of 
the day.”

Last year at Keeneland November, Sam-Son Farm spent 
$550,000 to buy Shared Account and the Mastery foal 
she was carrying. The purchase added another jewel to 
an already deep broodmare group at the Canadian farm.

“It’s a totally different stream for us, and I think she’s 
a huge addition to the broodmare band,” said Sam-Son’s 
Dave Whitford. “We were thrilled to get her. We were 
underbidders, or not even the underbidders, on a bunch 
there and she was always on our radar.”

The now 13-year-old mare delivered a filly at the 
Oak Tree division of Lane’s End in Kentucky this year, 
was bred to Medaglia d’Oro and is in Canada with the 
rest of the Sam-Son mares.

“She puts all her efforts into nursing that baby 
so she’s tough to keep the weight on a little bit,” said 
Whitford. “Maybe it’s like the way she raced, she puts 
everything she has into it. She’s a mare that stands up for 
herself in the crowd with no trouble, she’s not timid at 
all. She’s not one who tries to disperse the crowd either. 
She’s kind, and we really love her.” 

Shared Account –
 Continued from page 40

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special and a lot more
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Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.
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RAISE THE

Victor Berrios went to school one day. Into the 
army the next. 

It wasn’t his choice. 
The El Salvador army picked up Berrios on his 

way to school, forcing the 16-year-old into battle. 
“The army wait for students, they have a truck, 

they just put you in the truck,” Berrios said. “Next 
day, nobody hear from you, nothing.”

Berrios was forced to fight in El Salvador’s civil 
war that lasted 12 years, killing 75,000 civilians and 
ripping apart the Central American country. 

“They started to control the business, destroy the 
electricity, make holes in the street,” Berrios said. 
“The government sent the army, that’s how it start-
ed. The guerilla people live in the jungle, the army 
go look for them. It was very bad.”

Berrios remembers 200 kids in his platoon, if you 
could call it that. Ten survived. Berrios was lucky, if 
you can call it that. 

He was in charge of radio transmission, he was 
in the middle, rather than in the front line of the 
government’s attacks. The ones in the front waded 
into the jungle to fight the guerillas that had reor-
ganized in the jungle, setting traps, ambushing un-
trained kids like tin cans in a shooting gallery.

“I heard him crying,” Berrios said of one such kid. 
“I put him in my arms, try to take him out to the 
helicopter. I walk maybe six minutes from the jungle. 
In one second, I know he’s nothing, I feel his arms 
go to nothing. He die in my arms. Two bullets in his 
stomach. I put him down. I feel weak. I feel weak.”

Berrios managed to escape the army and escape 
El Salvador, a country ravaged by the war and its af-
termath of forlorn children, fatherless, motherless, 
falling into gangs and falling into more violence. 

“When the war finished, there were a lot of kids 
without a father, without a mother, they started 
gangs,” Berrios said. “Just kids. It was a bad life. 
Very bad in El Salvador. Very bad, very bad.”

Berrios’ dad booked his son on a plane to Cali-

fornia, he had a friend there. It was 1984.
As the El Salvadoran refugees gathered before 

leaving their long-lost country, Berrios met Nora 
Martinez. She was escaping, too, to New York, 
where she had a sister. She gave him her number. He 
didn’t have a pen, didn’t write it down. Landing in 
San Francisco, without a job, without a plan, Berri-
os was lost, couldn’t find work. He thought of the 
girl and the number.

“I remember it,” Berrios said. “Well, some of it.”
Berrios started dialing what he remembered, ad-

libbing for the numbers he couldn’t remember. He 
figures it took him 50 calls. Fifty calls to get through 
to Martinez’s sister in New York. She answered, put 
Nora on the phone.

“No estoy hacienda nada en San Francisco,” Ber-
rios said. 

“Hablare con mi Hermana,” Martinez said. 
“I’m not doing nothing in San Francisco.” 
“I’ll talk to my sister.”
Berrios booked a ticket from California to New 

York, arriving in the snow. Martinez’s sister was 
babysitting for a man who worked at Belmont Park.

“You want to work?” he asked Berrios. 
Berrios slogged through the snow and through 

the Belmont stable gate the next morning. Salva-
tion. He landed a job walking horses for Mary Cot-
ter, a week later he was grooming for Frank Martin.

“I was very happy to see the horses,” Berrios 
said. “I worked with horses in El Salvador. Not rac-
ing horses, just farm horses. I liked the horses. I like 
it. I love it.” 

Berrios learned to rub horses for Martin before 
moving to P.G. Johnson’s barn. The Hall of Fame 
trainer sent Berrios to his lawyer, who helped him 
become legal in America. After Johnson’s stable 
wound down, Berrios worked for Del Carroll and 
Martinez babysat Carroll’s children. Eventually, 
Berrios and Martinez teamed up with Johnson’s 
longtime assistant, John Hertler. 

Married along the way, Berrios and Martinez 
have two sons and a daughter and two grandsons. 
The couple still works at the track, you can find 
them at Hertler’s barn every day. Upbeat and smil-
ing. Always upbeat and smiling. He works as Her-
tler’s assistant, she walks horses for Hertler. Down 
on horses these days, Hertler made sure Berrios had 
security, encouraging his longtime employee, his 
longtime friend, to work for NYTHA. 

Berrios works from 5-7 every morning for Her-
tler, carrying a clipboard, smiling and making sure 
everything goes smoothly. He works for NYTHA 
the rest of the day, dealing with rooms and stalls 
and making trips to the racing office and rec hall. 

“Whatever they need,” Berrios said.
Berrios has most of his family with him in Ameri-

ca. One brother works as an assistant for Tom Bush 
and another works for John Kimmel. Two nephews 
work with horses. His daughter works for NYTHA 
at Aqueduct. His mother lives here.

“I go back to my country 25 years later to visit, it 
was better, but I don’t like it,” Berrios said. “This is 
the American dream. The American dream.”

The Dream cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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