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here&there... at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
1: Dollar a lucky rock costs outside the gate on Union Avenue.

2: Bats at (or maybe one bat) at two Equestricon functions, one at the Canfield Casino and an-
other at the City Center. You can follow him or her on Twitter – because, of course you can – at 
@EquestriconBat.

1 (at least): Marriage created by American Pharoah winning the Triple Crown. New York 
Times racing writer Melissa Hoppert watched history get made at Belmont Park, filed a story, 
and decided once and for all to marry Mike Lucci (at the National Museum of Racing and Hall of 
Fame by the way). They celebrate their one-year anniversary Sept. 4.

9: Place of The Special’s Nolan Clancy in the Monday Night Mile at the harness track. He ran 
a 5:39 to crack the top 10 and win his age group. Other milers included former NYRA staffer 
Jon Forbes (13th overall, first in the 30-39 age group in 5:48), The Special’s Joe Clancy (36th 
in 6:59), Jorie Gorski from the racing office (41st, second in the 20-29 group in 7:19), Najja 
Thompson (43rd in 7:39). The overall winner Travis Biggs ran a 4:44. 

NAMES OF THE DAY
Mr. Hot Rocks, fifth race. McConnell Racing Stable’s 2-year-old colt is by Bustin Stones out of 
Red Hot Peppers. 

Grumpelstiltskin, sixth race. The 3-year-old gelding owned by August Dawn Farm is out of 
Shesagrumptoo. 

Pretty River, ninth race. The 2-year-old filly is out of Bonita Rios. Perhaps Google Translate 
provided some assistance to Windhorse Thoroughbreds. Connie Bush

Head Scratcher. Tarpon Bay Road finds just the right spot on a hay net at trainer 
Brendan Walsh’s barn.

The number one leading sire 
by 2017 yearling average is not
Curlin, Tapit or War Front. 
It’s Medaglia d’Oro. 
He just keeps on delivering...

Gold ring

859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

https://www.darleyamerica.com/news/his-name-s-got-ring-it?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Medaglia%20dOro&utm_campaign=Stallions
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BY THE NUMBERS (JOCKEY CLUB ROUND TABLE VERSION)
400: Million dollars in predicted annual handle increase across the industry from better sched-
uling, according to work by McKinsey and Associates on overlapping race schedules, as pre-
sented by Ben Vonwiller at The Jockey Club Round Table last week.

2018: The first Thoroughbred foal crop that will not have paper registration certificates, after 
a full digital changeover by The Jockey Club.

64: Organizations accredited nationwide by the Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance since its cre-
ation in 2012.

21,500: The Jockey Club’s estimated foal crop for 2018, a 4.4 percent decrease from the 
2017 projected foal crop announced in August 2016.

110,000: Attendance at the Melbourne Cup in Australia. On a Tuesday. 

Transcripts and video replay of the Round Table
 are available at jockeyclub.com.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
8THPOL, New York. Spotted by reader Beale Payne.

PLC2B, New York. Driver says we have never used it but we think it was in before (though that 
may be PLC2BE). They’re both winners.

6FURLONG, New York. Submitted by reader Alexandra Morgan.

here&there... at Saratoga
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QUOTE OF THE DAY

“If he rides like he plays basketball…”
Trainer Mark Casse about his decision to get Manny Franco 

to ride World Approval, after the trainer/jockey basketball game 

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
 859-224-4585 

www.shadwellfarm.com

BC Dirt Mile & Donn H.-G1 Winner

3rd Crop:  
$75,000 Barretts Select 2YO

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
by Albert the Great

1st Two Crops:

80% Won/Placed  |  Three SWs, incl. G1 SW

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock
ALLAN G. LAVIN, JR.
allanlavinbloodstock.com 
alavinbloodstock@gmail.com
(502) 773-0043

http://allanlavinbloodstock.com
http://shadwellfarm.com
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Didn’t get your yearling?
This fall there will be 
ample opportunity.
Just make sure you check  
out the Maryland-breds
at Keeneland September. And at 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Fall there  
will be lots more.
Be part of the Maryland success story.
A breeding program in a state that offers  
competitive purses, 30% breeder bonuses*,  
30% owner bonuses** and year-round racing  
backed by state legislators creating  
pro-breeding and racing legislation,  
and supported by an unprecedented  
cooperative agreement between  
the racetracks, horsemen and breeders. 

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com

*on purses earned in all overnight 
races (1st thru 3rd) & run for additional 
premiums in some stakes.
**in all races (1st thru 3rd) on purses 
earned; stakes capped at $100,000. 
Maryland Million calculated separately.

http://marylandthoroughbred.com
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WORTH REPEATING
“Event planning is slightly above masonry on my career list.”

Equestricon organizer Justin Nichoslon, on managing the details of a  
three-day racing convention; from here, he and the team did just fine; bravo

“I had to take notes.”
Charles Town Races executive Erich Zimny,  

after leaving a “How to Get a Job in Racing” panel at Equestricon

“How to be racing’s one-man answer to the unemployment problem.”
English racing commentator Nick Luck, on the variety of jobs he’s taken on in racing

“He had an Arkansas lawn chair here, one with some of the straps missing and all, so I made 
him go to Tractor Supply and we got these.”

Owner Alex Lieblong on the glider rockers  
in trainer Ron Moquett’s shedrow in the stakes barn

“I don’t know what Seth Gregory puts in his snack mix but it’s pretty good.”
The Special’s Nolan Clancy, munching on some  
consignment leftovers dropped off Wednesday

“At the sixteenth pole, I was jumping up and down and screaming.” 
Bloodstock agent and former Saratoga Special writer Catlyn Spivey  

on watching Copper Bullet, a horse she picked out, win the Saratoga Special Stakes

“I’m on my way to go feed my riding horse and clean his stall. I watched it from home on TVG. 
I was in Saratoga last week for the sale, but I had to come home. Unfortunately, I had to miss 
it, but it’s still good.” 

Spivey on where she was driving right after watching The Special

“I hate Littlefinger. If he ends up winning the Game of Thrones, I’m going to be pissed.”
Game of Thrones fan Norm Casse (we have no idea what he’s talking about)

“Having been an American … well, I’m still an American.”
Expat Pat Cummings, executive manager  

of the Hong Kong Jockey Club, making a point at Equestricon

“In case you didn’t know, this panel is brought to you by the Breeders’ Cup.”
Cummings, after each member of the panel complimented the Breeders’ Cup

“How do we get them to the Breeders’ Cup? We stick them in a plane, and most of them are 
better travelers than people.”

Global Equine Group managing director Adam Driver, 
part of the Equestricon international racing panel, on transporting horses via airplane

“I was born in Ascot, well not the racecourse, but there was a baby born in Carport One this year.”
Racing commentator Nick Luck, making a point at Equestricon

here&there...at Saratoga

Contact: Headley Bell  c: 859.221.5108 
Price Bell c: 859.321.5117

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

34 G1 WINNERS raised and/or sold since 2000 i  ncluding …

2003 Breeders’ Cup Turf and 2002 Hollywood Derby winner

www.CountryLifeFarm.com • 410.879.1952

Country Life Foal Patrol
“My mom’s by Malibu Moon.  He 
began his career right here at Country 
Life, where I was foaled this spring.  My 
daddy is Super Ninety Nine, just like 
Moon, a Spendthrift/Country Life 
stallion.  Ninety-Nine was a rocket in 
Baffert’s barn, won a stakes 
by 11 lengths. I’m bred ‘in 
the purple.’  See more of me 
at our website.”

EL
LE

N
 B

. P
O

N
S

http://countrylifefarm.com
http://embracetherace.com
http://millridge.com
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The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“We had a little cheap horse that won one day, they were 20 minutes deliberating over the foul. It’s the 
longest one I ever saw, we were already saddling the next horse. Mr. Dreyfus used to know when I was 
worrying, he put his hand on my shoulder and said, ‘Don’t worry, he ran a good race.’ They left it up. We 
wound up winning the stake that day too. We had the blanket on his shoulder, ice on his front legs, 
hot water on the back legs, the lamp on his back, that’s what we called the full-
court press. Ralphie Theroux was the first one who said that, ‘Chief, we got the 
full-court press on this one.’ ”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens
1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 18
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(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

Sermon to the Mount Dick Knapp

http://nybreds.com


8 Thursday, augusT 17, 2017The saraToga special

Horacio DePaz smiled with Happy 
Farm in the Saratoga winner’s circle 
Monday, his third win at the meet, 
accepted congratulations and depart-
ed quickly to catch a plane back to 
Maryland later in the day. 

DePaz, head trainer at Sagamore 
Farm since 2015, is based at Kevin 
Plank’s farm in Reisterstown, Md., 
and stabled at Saratoga for the first 
time this year with a string of 10. The 
group is bedded down on the Oklaho-
ma Training Track in the back of Hall 
of Fame trainer Shug McGaughey’s 
barn.

“It’s a great privilege to be able to 
train for a farm that has such a huge 
historical part in horse racing,” said 
DePaz, 32, a native of Snyder, Tex-
as, who worked nearly five years for 
Todd Pletcher before starting with 
Sagamore as an assistant in 2011. 
“It’s an honor to be in that barn. That 
barn holds a lot of history just like be-
ing here at Sagamore Farm, you like 
the history of what they’ve done and 
the horses that have been here. It’s the 
same thing with Shug and the Phipps 
barn. 

“It just goes way back in history 
and honestly it’s an honor to go in 
there with our horses being the first 
time that we’re stabled at Saratoga 
that we were able to land in a spot 
like that.”

DePaz and Sagamore won three 
races with a second from 10 starts 
through Wednesday.

“We came up last year there and 
we just shipped in and ran and this 
has been my first year to be stabled 
there throughout the meet,” said 
DePaz. “It’s a great place to train, 
the ambiance and everything there. 
You’ve got the top horses and the top 
trainers and it’s really nice to have a 
presence with our horses. 

“Our horses started opening week-
end very good and they ran up to 
their form, but Saratoga’s tough. You 

can bring a nice horse and he can get 
beat just as easily as any other horse. 
Overall, I’m pretty happy for us being 
able to make a presence there.”

After training at Laurel and Saga-
more Tuesday morning, DePaz took 
some time to talk with The Special’s 
Shayna Tiller.

Southampton Way: A winner Opening 
Day, 2-year-old Into Mischief filly finished sec-
ond in Grade 2 Adirondack Saturday. “It was 
great, first runner and you get that one off your 
back. Obviously you’re always chasing a win 
when you’re at Saratoga. It was really good 
too because she’s another homebred and we 
really pride ourselves in trying to breed com-
petitive horses that can run against the very 
nice Kentucky horses. It was really special for 
us. She was grand champion in Timonium at 
the yearling show for Maryland-breds. We’ve 
always thought highly of her, she’s always 
been a very good-looking filly since she was 
born. (The Adirondack) was a step up, I liked 
the filly, I liked the post going into the race. 
Obviously the bias of the track with it being so 
speed favoring can be challenging on a horse 
like her. She definitely wants to be more of a 
two-turn type of horse and possibly turf. Her 
siblings have been turf horses, a majority of 
them, so it’s not out of the realm that she’ll 
take a liking to the turf running long. That’ll be 
more of an experimental type thing and she’ll 
tell us what she prefers. Possibly in the Miss 
Grillo at Belmont.”

Proportionality: Sagamore’s homebred 
daughter of Discreet Cat finished seventh in 
the Adirondack after breaking her maiden at 
Laurel July 9. “I thought she would be closer 

to the pace, she hopped the start and didn’t 
break well. She’s never taken the dirt being 
a horse that’s only run one time, she really 
didn’t take to that really well. She needs to sit 
close to the pace or be in the clear, so as soon 
as she didn’t break the race was over for her. 
It was a trial run for her just so she could get 
around there. She came out of it well, we’ll 
regroup her and bring her back to Maryland, 
she’s got some Maryland-bred races she can 
run going three-quarters.”

Chubby Star: Three-year-old Malibu Moon 
filly won an allowance at Keeneland in April, 
finished second in the James W. Murphy at 
Pimlico, fourth in the Grade 3 Regret at Chur-
chill and fourth in the Grade 3 Lake George. 
“She’s a filly that we’ve always thought puts 
in honest efforts and she’s just right there, 
maybe just below graded stakes company but 
above allowance-type company. She’s always 
hitting the board or running fourth so she’s 
pretty consistent. (In the Lake George) she 
went to the lead and didn’t settle as well as 
we’d like her to and she got caught by some 
nice horses coming down the lane and came 
up a little bit short. But she’s come out of it 
well and there’s the Riskaverse, so we’re go-
ing to give it a shot there. The company will 
be more along her lines and hopefully she’ll 
perform well.”

Happy Farm: Ghostzapper gelding provid-
ed the barn’s third win in starter allowance 
Monday. “He’s an honest little horse. Doesn’t 
show you a lot in the morning unless he really 
has to do it in company. He’s laid back, easy 
going, gets a little happy but not over the top. 
He’s everybody’s pet basically between the 
farm and Laurel so he’s been quite the little 
jewel for us. Happy people make happy hors-

es, and it reflects on our horses. He carries the 
banner for us. He wasn’t the easiest horse to 
get to the races because he’s always carried a 
lot of weight on him. It took a lot of effort to 
gallop one time around the track, things even-
tually started coming together. He’s improving 
every start. It was a really gutsy win, he dug 
in, he’s competitive. He’s one you wouldn’t 
have thought highly about in the morning and 
is all heart in the afternoons.”

Barry Lee: Named for former University of 
Wisconsin football coach Barry Alvarez, the 
2-year-old son of Violence finished eighth 
in Sunday’s Grade 2 Saratoga Special. “The 
horse has a lot of talent as far as speed goes. 
They just went quick and he wasn’t able to 
maintain that pace moving forward and got 
beat by a very nice, seasoned horse. I felt bad 
for him because he was doing really good 
coming into that race so you wish he could’ve 
had a better performance to showcase be-
cause he had a very impressive win at Laurel. 
We’ve been really high on the horse.”

Scary Not Scared: Eighth in July 30 maid-
en special weight as the 3-1 second choice, 
2-year-old Malibu Moon filly cost $350,000 
last year. “She’d been working in company 
with Southampton Way and was working 
pretty head-on with her. Southampton Way 
had already experienced a race underneath 
her belt, whereas Scary Not Scared had nev-
er really shipped out of Laurel. When she got 
up she was pretty peaked to run well, then we 
waited another week to run her and she was 
kind of coming off her peak and got a little 
quiet on me. In the post parade she wasn’t too 
into the bridle. The first-time experience got 
to her. We’ll try to find an easier spot to run 
her back.”
 
Ginger N Rye: Multiple stakes-placed 
5-year-old More Than Ready mare won an al-
lowance July 23 off nine-month layoff. “She’s 
another homebred, actually my first winner 
when I started training for Sagamore so she’s 
something special to us. She got quite a bit 
of a layoff, she just wasn’t right, her blood 
work got a little bit out of whack throughout 
the year so it took us a while to get her back. 
She came back and was training well enough 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

with 
Horacio DePaz 

Linzay Marks

http://fasigtipton.com
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to go to Saratoga, she ran there pretty compet-
itively last year. We thought she had the class 
to be able to go up there and do something. 
Choosing to run short – she broke her maid-
en going three-quarters off a layoff she came 
back going 5 1/2 and got beat by a nose, so I 
knew she would be able to sprint. She’s pretty 
versatile. Clearly she liked going 5 1/2 that day 
so she was really on her game that day. She’s a 
filly that as long as she’s happy she’s going to 
put in an honest effort every time, and she was 
happy. We have the Smart N Fancy going 5 1/2 
and then there’s races in Maryland so we’re just 
trying to find a spot for her.”

Winner’s Dream: 4-year-old Drosselmeyer 
filly finished fifth in a July 24 allowance going 
9 furlongs on the main track. “She’s not neces-
sarily a two-other-than type of filly. We thought 
she would be able to compete up there going a 
mile and an eighth, the track was off going. Her 
works are very fast and the only time she’s ever 
worked slow was on a muddy track at Laurel. 
We’d already shipped her up there and the way 
the forecast came in, we were just already there 
so we figured we’d give it a shot and clearly she 
didn’t take a liking to it. We’re going to regroup 
and try to find another spot, not sure if we’ll be 
in Saratoga or Maryland.”

He Hate Me: A $90,000 purchase at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July sale of se-
lected yearlings, the son of Algorithms won the 
Tremont Stakes at Belmont Park in June. “Af-
ter the Tremont we gave him some time off, he 
came back to Maryland and got sick on me the 
week after that race so we wanted to give him 
some time, just let him recoup. We did a lot with 
him, he broke his maiden and came back in two 
weeks so we wanted to give him some time to 
recover from all of that. We brought him to the 
farm to let him R and R a little bit, he’s back 
under tack now and hopefully should get him 
going in the fall.”

Recruiting Ready: Another son of Algo-
rithms, he won three straight this spring includ-
ing the Bachelor at Oaklawn and Chick Lang at 
Pimlico. He finished third in the Grade 2 Woody 
Stephens at Belmont June 10. “He ran an hon-
est third. He’s a horse that sets a very fast pace 
but he still held on there for third, he’s a pretty 
talented little horse. He got sick on me and had 
been campaigned pretty hard at the beginning 
part of the year so hopefully we can R & R him 
and get him back going. He’s under tack as well, 
just trying to get him going this fall and the be-
ginning of next year as a 4-year-old sprinting. 
With age he’s going to develop and become a 
stronger horse, he was a very fast 2-year-old, 
fast 3-year-old and we’ve found his spot. He’s 
a very versatile horse, ran at so many different 
racetracks, ran against such good company that 
his form goes very deep.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

http://fairhilletc.com
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T H E  A R T  O F  R A C I N G  I SCLASSIC
Sat., Oct. 14, 2017 | Post Time 7:00 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic and the Breeders Classics Races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@frontier.com  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town, WV 25414 • 304-725-0709

CAROL HOLDEN - PRES.  •  THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.
SAM HUFF - CHAIRMAN EMERITUS

Russel Road
3 Time Winner of the 

West Virginia Breeders Classic
XXIII • XXV • XXVIII

BY TOM LAW
Trainer Bob Ribaudo and own-

er Marc Keller deliberated long and 
hard over the options facing multiple 
New York-bred stakes winner Que-
zon as her 4-year-old season wound 
down last fall.

They seemed to settle on three – 
keep the daughter of Tiz Wonderful 
in the Keeneland November breeding 
stock sale, develop a plan to breed the 
New York-bred mare in 2017 or give 
her the winter off and put her back in 
training.

Ribaudo and Keller settled on the 
third option and Quezon is back in 
Saratoga for her third summer and 
entered for the second time in the 
$100,000 Union Avenue Stakes, the 

feature on today’s nine-race card. 
Quezon, who drew the rail in the 
field of 10 New York-bred fillies 
and mares, is the 9-5 choice in the 6 
1/2-furlong stakes. 

“We had her entered in the sale last 
year but decided not to go and sell 
her,” Ribaudo said. “You have to do 
it so early and you want to have your 
options open. We entered her already 
for this year, too.”

A decision on whether Quezon 
goes through the ring come Novem-
ber will come later, just as it did last 
fall. Tod Marks

Quezon makes her second consecutive start in the Union Avenue.

One More
Ribaudo, Keller look to improve
one step over 2016 with Quezon 

UNION AVENUE STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 12 

http://wvbc.com
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http://xpressbet.com
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Tod Marks
Last year’s winner Hot City Girl does some paddock schooling in advance of Thursday’s feature.

Second in last year’s Union Avenue 
behind Hot City Girl, also back in this 
year’s running, Quezon ended 2016 
on a high note at Belmont Park. She 
finished second, beaten three-quar-
ters of a length by eventual multiple 
Grade 1 winner Paulassilverlining, in 
the Grade 2 Gallant Bloom before re-
turning to the state-bred ranks to eas-
ily win the Iroquois on Empire Show-
case Day in late October. 

Scratched from the November sale 
– where she was cataloged to sell on 
the first day of the prestigious auction 
that attracts buyers from around the 
world – she earned a freshening in-
stead. 

Ribaudo and Keller aimed high 
when Quezon returned, running in 
back-to-back graded stakes races 
at Belmont this spring. She finished 
third, beaten 5 lengths, in the Grade 3 
Vagrancy May 5 before a sixth in the 
Grade 3 Bed o’ Roses the day before 
the Belmont Stakes. 

Union Avenue –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 13 

http://brisnet.com
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GUN RUNNER
NYQUIST 
ORB  
PALACE MALICE
CUPID
TWISTED TOM
ON LEAVE
CARRUMBA
KATHRYNTHE WISE
KOBE’S BACK
HUNTER O’RILEY
CARINA MIA

Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459

niallbrennan.com

Success is no  
Accident...

“She was a little bit of a disappoint-
ment, coming off of last year’s last 
three races her numbers were a little 
off where we thought she’d be coming 
back,” Ribaudo said of the comeback 
races. “We started her back a little 
ambitiously in graded races and she 
was third in the first one, sixth and 
only beaten a few lengths in the next 
one. We were hoping for a little better 
comeback.”

Ribaudo found what he thought 
was a softer spot after the two stakes 
tries in July 3 allowance, where Que-
zon finished second by a half-length 
to Momameamaria as the 3-5 favor-
ite.

“She normally should beat those 
horses pretty easily,” he said. “And 
if she did we probably would have 
started out in a stakes up here.”

Instead of the Grade 2 Honorable 
Miss – won by Paulassilverlining July 
26 – Quezon is back for another run 
in the Union Avenue. She finished 1 
3/4 lengths behind Hot City Girl in 
last year’s running, never getting the 
chance to close into an expected quick 
pace when an expected early rival to 
the winner stumbled at the start. 

The race still set her up to a pro-
ductive end to the season and Rib-
audo is hoping for more of the same 
today. 

“Right now she couldn’t be doing 
any better,” he said. “Last year it took 
her three or four races to get where 
she was in the fall. We were just hop-
ing she’d pick it right up where she 
left off. Last year with her doing so 
well at the end of the year it kind of 
forced our hand to bring her back. 
Physically she’s doing great so I don’t 
regret bringing her back, she’s healthy, 
sound, happy.”

The Union Avenue could again 
lead to graded stakes spots down the 
road for Quezon, but don’t expect her 
back in Saratoga in 2018. 

“She’s very sound, but this might 
be her last year,” said Ribaudo, who 
is 2-for-9 at the meet with a second 
and a third. “In this day and age, 
when you have a small stable with 
12 to 14 horses at a time at the most, 
when you have a nice one if they’re 
sound and you can keep them going it 
gives you something to look forward 
to at that caliber.

“The other horses we won races 
with, ordinary horses but nice hors-
es, they won for some big pots and 
it keeps you in the game. It’s always 
nice to have one you can look for-
ward to. We used to call them Satur-
day afternoon horses, even though it’s 
Thursday this week. She’s a Saturday 
afternoon horse.”

Jason Servis, 7-for-17 at the meet 
through Wednesday, sends out the 
5-1 second choice on the early line in 
Court Dancer. Winless in four starts 
this year, the 6-year-old War Chant 
mare comes off a second against 
open company in the Regret Stakes at 
Monmouth Park July 16 after a third 
behind fellow Union Avenue entrants 
Wonderment and Absatootly in the 
Dancin Renee at Belmont June 17. 

Wonderment, who on the Grade 3 
Bourbonette Oaks as a 3-year-old last 
year, is one of three listed at 6-1 on 
the morning line along with Hot City 
Girl and Clipthecouponannie. 

Hot City Girl hasn’t run since fin-
ishing sixth and 16 3/4 lengths back 
in an Aqueduct allowance April 7, 
easily the worst race of her graded 
stakes winning career. Trainer Lin-
da Rice said Hot City Girl needed a 
freshening after that race, gave it to 
her and brings the 5-year-old City Zip 
mare into the Union Avenue off three 
works at Saratoga. 

Clipthecouponannie won the Ski-
pat Stakes during the Black-Eyed 
Susan Day card then finished fourth 
behind Wonderment, Absatootly and 
Court Dancer in the Dancin Renee. 

Absatootly, seventh against open 
company in the Shine Again at Sara-
toga Aug. 2, Frosty Margarita, My-
fourchix, Picco Uno and She’s All 
Ready complete the field.

Union Avenue –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Union Avenue contender Court Dancer.

http://niallbrennan.com
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Thursday, August 17.

1ST (1:00PM). $56,000, CLM $32,000, 3 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Friend of Liberty ............. E. Cancel .......................... R. Falcone, Jr. .............. 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Clairvoyant Lady ............ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Tainted Angel ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Courtmewithcarats ......... M. Franco ........................ M. Friedman ............... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Honor Way ..................... J. Bravo ........................... D. Jacobson ................. 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Easy Way Out ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 2-1
7  ..... 7 ............She’s Stunning ............... A. Arroyo ......................... B. Brown .................... 10-1

2ND (1:33PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 4 ............Victory’s Cash ................ R. Montanez .................... B. Brown .................... 30-1
1a  .... AE..........You Like That ................. K. Carmouche .................. B. Brown .................... 30-1
2  ..... 1 ............Fleet Admiral .................. E. Cancel .......................... L. O’Brien ..................... 8-1
3  ..... 2 ............Oh So Sinister ................ H. Diaz, Jr. ....................... J. Gutierrez ................. 10-1
4  ..... 3 ............Big Auk .......................... A. Arroyo ......................... E. Barker .................... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Heat Check ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Contessa .................. 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Doublins Double ............ D. Davis ........................... M. Friedman ............... 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Looking At U Kid ............ C. DeCarlo ....................... J. Frangella, Jr. ............. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Saratoga Colonel ............ M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Clonedsimmard .............. M. Luzzi ........................... L. Gyarmati ................ 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Brooklyn Speights .......... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-2
11..... MTO ......Run for Boston ............... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Ryerson .................. 12-1

3RD (2:06PM). $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Raagheb ......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Amoss ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Rprettyboyfloyd ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Jacobson ................. 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Thebigfundamental ........ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Securitiz ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Jerkens ..................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Sail Ahoy ........................ J. Castellano .................... C. McGaughey III ......... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Doyouknowsomething ... M. Franco ........................ A. Avila ......................... 8-1

4TH (2:40PM). $47,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Queen of Spades ............ L. Reyes .......................... N. Chatterpaul ............ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Mojo’s Queen ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Nicks ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Janneydancer ................. L. Saez ............................. P. Reynolds ................ 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Jazzy Juder .................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Veil Dance ...................... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Crazy About Jazz ............ J. Castellano .................... C. Clement.................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Can’tcatchtheraxx ........... A. Lezcano ....................... P. Serpe ...................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Flying Point .................... E. Cancel .......................... J. Terranova, II ........... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Dreamy Margarita .......... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
10..... 10 ..........Laura’s Patriot ................ M. Luzzi ........................... J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 8-1
11..... AE..........Mo Promise ................... J. Leparoux ...................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
12..... MTO ......Asian’s Way .................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 3-1

5TH (3:14PM). $73,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 3 ............Looking Ready ............... J. Castellano .................... B. Levine ...................... 3-1
1a  .... AE..........Mr. Hot Rocks ................ P. Lopez ........................... C. Martin ...................... 3-1
2  ..... 1 ............Royal Power ................... D. Davis ........................... G. Gullo ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 2 ............Paynter’s Prize ............... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Baker ...................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Rollo Lothbrok ............... M. Luzzi ........................... B. Brown .................... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Panama Ed ..................... R. Maragh ........................ C. Englehart .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Sea Foam ....................... M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Smokin Platinum ............ J. Rosario ........................ B. Hone ........................ 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Perfectexpectation ......... J. Bravo ........................... M. Maker .................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Buss the Bell .................. R. Montanez .................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Dark Ops ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
11..... AE..........Scrutinize ....................... R. Maragh ........................ A. Williams ................. 30-1

6TH (3:48PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Beasley ........................... J. Alvarado ...................... M. Hennig .................... 9-5
2  ..... 2 ............Magnifier ........................ J. Castellano .................... A. Castellano ................ 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Hard Scramble ............... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Grumpelstiltskin ............. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Classic Cotton ................ R. Albarado ...................... T. Wismer ..................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Strong Yen ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Moquett ................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Gorgeous Charli ............. P. Lopez ........................... C. Englehart .................. 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Time Will Tell .................. M. Franco ........................ J. Antonucci ............... 30-1

7TH (4:24PM). $85,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, F , 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Taperge .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Awesome Boss............... R. Albarado ...................... K. McPeek .................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Two Hot Betty ................. A. Arroyo ......................... A. Adsit ...................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Summer Luck ................ J. Castellano .................... M. Casse ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Rimanisempreforte ........ J. Leparoux ...................... B. Brown .................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Warrior Hall .................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................. 12-1
7  ..... MTO ......Crimson Frost ................ J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Never Grow Old .............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. W. Ward ..................... 15-1
9  ..... MTO ......Jonquil ........................... M. Franco ........................ R. Ribaudo ................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Initiate ............................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 4-1
11..... MTO ......Stay Fond ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2

8TH (5:02PM). $100,000, STK - THE UNION AVENUE, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Quezon ........................... J. Castellano .................... R. Ribaudo ................... 9-5
2  ..... 2 ............Hot City Girl ................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Absatootly ...................... J. Bravo ........................... C. Baker ...................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Frosty Margarita ............. M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Clipthecouponannie ....... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Court Dancer .................. J. Rosario ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Wonderment .................. D. Davis ........................... K. McPeek .................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Myfourchix ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... R. Schosberg ............. 30-1
9  ..... 9 ............Picco Uno ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........She’s All Ready .............. K. Carmouche .................. J. Ryerson .................. 12-1

9TH (5:40PM). $73,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 9 ............Held Accountable ........... L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 8-1
1a  .... MTO ......Under Suspicion ............ . Rider TBA ...................... P. Serpe ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 1 ............Scatback ........................ J. Rosario ........................ C. Martin ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 2 ............Pretty River .................... A. Arroyo ......................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
4  ..... 3 ............Willie U .......................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Lauer ....................... 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Centr of the Stage .......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
6  ..... 5 ............Pound Note .................... E. Cancel .......................... T. Bush ......................... 4-1
7  ..... 6 ............Reyana Reya Delite ........ L. Reyes .......................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
8  ..... 7 ............Sayonara Rose ............... C. DeCarlo ....................... M. Mareina ................. 12-1
9  ..... 8 ............Straw Hat ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Gyarmati .................. 4-1
10..... 10 ..........Toquette ......................... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 6-1
11..... AE..........Carrera Cat ..................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Morrison .................. 3-1
12..... AE..........Queen Courage .............. A. Worrie ......................... B. Charlerie ................ 20-1
13..... MTO ......Tayler’s the Boss ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Gargan ..................... 4-1
14..... MTO ......Rapid Route ................... . Rider TBA ...................... G. Weaver..................... 3-1

Copyright 2017 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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GUEST HANDICAPPER UPDATE
Today’s guest handicapper is Annise “Fargo” Montplaisir, a staff writer with 
The Saratoga Special in 2015 and 2016. Montplaisir grew up going to the 
races at the North Dakota Horse Park, recently completed an internship with 
Fasig-Tipton Co. and is currently a communications intern at Keeneland. 
Sunday, Pat Fitch picked two winners. 

* The guest win total does not include Monday or Wednesday, when only 
The Special’s regular handicappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 
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Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

I realized when Tracy first walked into my Belmont office 12 
years ago that she had a great idea.  Every detail I threw out, 
she had covered and has continued to develop and create an 
amazing program.

 –  Linda Rice

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

http://tlore.net


16 Thursday, augusT 17, 2017The saraToga special

Success is a Journey
Crupi’s New Castle Farm

James Crupi · info@newcastlefarm.com 
(352) 427-1600 · (352) 840-5400 · (866) 313-5400

Six-furlong track · Starting gate · Cold saltwater spa 
Turnout paddocks · All levels of training

BY BEN GOWANS
Break last, encounter trouble, maneuver between 

foes and just barely get there.
Just another thrilling win by March X Press.
Golconda Stable’s 2-year-old daughter of Shang-

hai Bobby came back two weeks after her maiden 
score to take Wednesday’s feature, the $100,000 
Bolton Landing Stakes for fillies going 5 1/2 fur-
longs on the turf.

It was a very similar trip for the filly that won 
her debut by a neck, but this time, her owners made 
the journey from New York City. At the finish, their Tod Marks

March X Press (center) charges to the finish of Wednesday’s Bolton Landing.

2-for-2
March X Press, 
Golconda Stables 
unbeaten in two starts

BOLTON LANDING STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 17 

http://bonaventurestables.com
http://newcastlefarm.com


17Thursday, augusT 17, 2017 The saraToga special

   Muirfield 
insurance

Michael T. Levy 
President

Earleen Ladnier 
Vice President

Bryce Burton
Property and 

Liability Specialist

Kim Jackson 
Customer Relations

859-253-1114  |  muirfieldinsurance.com

S E C U R I T Y   |  S O L U T I O N S   |  S E R V I C E

Securing the Finest 
Equine Assets 

                & Farms around 
the World for 25 Years.

presence just below the box of their 
trainer Todd Pletcher was known 
throughout the clubhouse. Scream-
ing, jumping, hugging. And more 
screaming, rightfully so.

“I watched the last race two weeks 
ago in our offices,” Ben Goldberg of 
Golconda Stables said. “I’m looking 
at her, she’s behind, I’m like, ‘oh my 
god, this is pathetic. Why did I ever 
get involved in this?’ ” 

A little more than one minute and 
three seconds later, Goldberg had a 
trip to Saratoga on the horizon.

“I said, ‘well okay, I’m coming up 
for this one because I missed the last 
race,’ ” Goldberg said after taking a 
phone call from his wife. “Came 
up not thinking she’s got a chance 
to win, maybe a top 3, top 4 fin-
ish. She pulled it out, I’m speech-
less.

“Off two weeks, are you kid-
ding me? As a kid I was here (in 
Saratoga), never for the races, 20 
years (ago). Took the train 7 a.m. 
this morning from Manhattan, 
four hours. Very much worth it.”

March X Press was the first 
starter when she debuted for 
Goldberg and his partner in Gol-
conda, Elliott Friman.

“I’m in the diamond jewelry 
business, no background in horses 
whatsoever,” Goldberg said. “My 
partner Elliott Friman, who is in 
his 60s, always loved horses. We 
bought a horse together and got a 
good one.”

A somewhat unconventional 
pairing of owners, Goldberg and Fri-
man know each other through their 
work in the jewelry business.

“It’s something I’ve wanted to do 
probably from the age of 18,” Friman 
said. “Every time I wanted to get in-
volved with a horse, I wasn’t excited 
about the people that were part of 
the package. (This time) it’s the right 
horse, it’s the right trainer, and it’s the 
right jockey.”

“I didn’t think she would pull it 
out because she was getting pushed 
from both sides and I said, ‘how can 
she get through that hole?’ ”

The pair got involved in racing 
with the help of bloodstock agent 
Bradley Weisbord, who Goldberg said 
is his wife’s “best childhood friend.” 

Weisbord purchased March X Press 
on behalf of Golconda for $90,000 at 
last year’s Keeneland September Year-
ling Sale.

After celebrating with Friman and 
Weisbord, Goldberg made his way up 
the clubhouse steps and to the win-
dows.

“I bet for family and friends. I 
won’t bet on my horses,” he said. “I 
got enough emotionally invested and 
it’s not about the money.”

March X Press was again last in the 
early stages of the race after breaking 
slowly. Shortly thereafter, Jose Ortiz 
made sure to keep in contact with 
the field and moved the filly up one 
position. While Fairyland and Buy 
Sell Hold went through a 1/4-mile in 
:21:79, Ortiz bided his time. 

Angled outside into the clear and 
just inside of stablemate Sugar Queen 

turning for home, March X Press was 
impeded by a tiring foe at the eighth 
pole. Despite a loss of momentum and 
a slight steady by Ortiz, the filly kept 
going forward. After two enthusiastic 
left-handed pops, March X Press had 
only one rival to pass. A jump over to 
her wrong lead when going over the 
worn-out spot left by the tires of the 
gate didn’t stop her either, putting her 
ears up just as she took the lead a few 
jumps before the wire. She won by a 
half-length over Fairyland in 1:01:69.

Todd Pletcher was happy to start 
his filly and new owners off on the 
right foot.

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 18 

Tod Marks
Ben Goldberg leads in March X Press.

http://muirfieldinsurance.com
http://vabred.org
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“It’s a lot of fun, they were so 
excited,” he said walking out of the 
paddock after saddling his two run-
ners for the nightcap. “Hopefully 
they don’t expect that every time to 
have their first horse win their first 
two starts and a stake at Saratoga, 
but it’s great to see new people in the 
business and see them enjoy the win.”

Although an unusual move for 
the trainer, the two-week turnaround 
with March X Press worked this time.

“She came out of the race really 
well,” Pletcher said. “On that day, she 
only ran like the last three-sixteenths 
of a mile, so we just wanted to moni-
tor how she came out of the race, and 
she came out of it well. There are not 
too many opportunities like this, so 
she gave us the indications that she 
was ready to run back, and we are 
glad we did.”

Like Goldberg and Friman, Pletch-

er wasn’t sure if Ortiz was going to 
be able to find a seam aboard March 
X Press.

“I could tell Jose had horse, but I 
was worried it wasn’t going to open 
up,” Pletcher said. “I thought she 
showed a lot of courage for a sec-
ond-time starter and a lightly raced 
filly like that. We knew she had a 
good turn of foot, we were hoping 
she’d break a little better today. She 
broke a little better, but we also didn’t 
want to take her out of an effective 
style she had last time. Sit and wait 
and produce a run.”

March X Press gave Ortiz the con-
fidence to put her through a narrow 
opening.

“I went through a tight hole around 
the three-sixteenths pole but she’s got 
a lot of heart, she made it through, 
and I think that’s the point where we 
won the race,” Ortiz said. “When I 
made it through the hole I knew I was 
going to win. There wasn’t a lot of 
race left and I saw the horse in front 
of me was getting tired.”

Bolton Landing  –
 Continued from page 17

Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes
Better Than Ever!

Free nominations • Closing September 16
Contact Delaware Park Stake Coordinator 

Lenny Rera at 302-994-2521 ext. 7225

Running Saturday, September 30
The $75,000 Small Wonder

For Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs
The $75,000 First State Dash

For Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs
The $100,000 Tax Free Shopping Distaff  

For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs
The $100,000 The New Castle

For Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

To find out if  your horse is Delaware Certified or for more information about the Delaware 
Certified Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP link. In addition, 

you may to download an application or find a list of  participating Delaware farms.
DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd, Wilmington DE 19804
302-994-2389 • 302-994-3392 fax • dctp@dtha.com • www.dtha.com

2017 DCTP Saratoga Special Stake Nomination Ad 4.625 x 4.75.qxp_Layout 1  7/20/17  4:24 PM  Pa  thisishorseracing.com

http://lgbloodstock.com
http://runforthehorses5k.com
http://dtha.com
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5 Williams St., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
518.584.1621 | www.saratogaseniorcenter.org

Tickets may be purchased online at 
www.tasteoftravers.eventbrite.com 

or call 518.584.1621 
to bypass registration fees

HONORARY CHAIRPERSONS
JUDDMONTE FARMS, BOB BAFFERT & MIKE SMITH

BENEFITING
The Saratoga Senior Center and Saratoga WarHorse
FRIDAY, AUGUST 25TH, 2017
6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DANCE
99 South Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
FEATURING
Guest Appearance & Book Signing by Celebrity Chef Julie Taboulie
Travers Handicapping Session with Bruno De Julio and Tom Durkin
Live Music by Bluz House Rockers with Musical Guest Julian Fleisher 
       of the Orchard Project and Entertainer Jermaine Wells DJ
Gourmet Dinner Stations, Mionetto’s Welcome Cocktail, Pop-up Boutique from Saratoga Trunk
Open Bar, Bourbon Bar, and Featured Drinks and Tastings, Cigar Tasting, Valet Parking, Shuttle Service

VIP LOUNGE (SPONSOR LEVEL ONLY)   VIP SPONSORS
Mingle with Horse Racing Celebrities and Sponsors
Celebrity Chef Julie Taboulie Live Cooking Show & Meet and Greet
Cigar Rolling and Tasting by Smokin SAMs Cigar Shop
Enjoy Mionetto’s Ultimate Superiore Prosecco Talks and Tasting 
Specialty Bar and Drink Tastings, VIP Swag Bags and more

PRODUCT AND MEDIA SPONSORS

Starlight Racing
Starladies Racing

EVENT SPONSORS

Bill & Gloria 
Lawrence

SPECIALTY SPONSORS

The Summit at Saratoga
Mary Martin Company
The Honorable Earle I Mack

Bond, Schoeneck, & King, PLLC
Casamigos
Maker’s Mark

CDTA
Vineyard Vines

The catalog for the 2015 Keene-
land January sale arrived and train-
er Neil Morris found a horse. Mu-
tasaawy. Hip 1207. Tapit 5-year-old. 
Technically listed as a stallion or rac-
ing prospect from Bluewater Sales 
and breeder Shadwell Farm, he was a 
$350,000 yearling with Whywhywhy 
and Spellbinder in his pedigree. 

Morris was hooked, without even 
seeing the horse.

“I knew I wanted to look at him, 
based on the page anyway,” said Mor-
ris, whose Virginia-based stable in-
cludes flat and steeplechase horses. “I 
thought . . .  well, ‘I don’t think I can 
afford this horse’ is what I thought.”

As it turned out, Morris proba-
bly could afford the horse. He got 
claimed from trainer Danny Peitz at 
Fair Grounds in December 2014 for 

$25,000, and was withdrawn from 
the sale. Mutasaawy, meanwhile, fin-
ished second three times for new con-
nections Brad Grady and trainer Joe 
Sharp, then got claimed for $35,000 
by Abigail Adsit at Belmont Park in 
May. One start later, Sharp claimed 
Mutasaawy back for $35,000.

By October, Mutasaawy was with 
Morris. The rest is fairly recent his-
tory. Mutasaawy won on the turf 
at Laurel in April 2016, added two 
more flat wins that fall, placed in a 
small stakes and finished fifth (beaten 
2 lengths) in the Grade 3 Valedictory 
Stakes on synthetic at Woodbine in Tod Marks

Mutasaawy jumps early in his allowance hurdle win Wednesday.

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Sale Horse
Ex-Shadwell runner Mutasaawy 

scores hurdle win for Morris

Continued On Page 20 

http://saratogaseniorcenter.org
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December. Wednesday at Saratoga, 
Mutasaawy won his second consecu-
tive hurdle start for Morris and Path-
Finder Racing – taking a $65,000 al-
lowance as the even-money favorite. 
Mutasaawy (Darren Nagle) rated off 
the early running of Kremlin, let Buck 
Benny get away on the final turn, then 
outran Aflutter over the final furlong 
to score by 1 1/2 lengths. Aflutter 
stayed for second with Buck Benny 
third.

Morris (who trained Grade 1 hur-
dle winner Sur La Tete among oth-
ers as the private trainer for Kinross 
Farm) won his first Saratoga race in at 
least six years, perhaps more.

“The owner was in Virginia in the 
spring and the fall so we would wrap 
our horses around those race meetings 
and basically skip the summer,” he 
said of the Kinross job. “I know that 
you need a really nice horse to come 
up here. I’ve come up here before with 
horses who weren’t good enough and 
they’d finish a bad fourth.”

Mutasaawy was good enough 
Wednesday, adding an allowance win 
to a maiden score at Parx Racing July 
11. The 7-year-old started his hur-
dle career with a second at Fair Hill 
in May that proved to be the perfect 
launching pad for further success.

“We thought we were going to 
win at Fair Hill and Darren got off 
and said he’d win next time,” Morris 
said. “He’s a nice horse, easy to do 

anything with and he learned to jump 
quickly. I hear that some of the Tapits 
can be difficult. He is not. You lead 
him out in the morning with a cotton 
shank. He’d follow you anywhere. 
He’ll end up being a show horse at 
some point when it’s over.”

– Joe Clancy

• Kiaran McLaughlin smiled at his 
wife Letty in their clubhouse box, Spi-
eth speeding by in a gray blur as he 
crossed the wire.

“Spieth has mastered his competi-
tion,” said Larry Collmus on the loud 
speaker.

With Irad Ortiz Jr. aboard, Godol-
phin Racing’s homebred led every 
step of the 1 1/8-mile maiden in the 
second, winning by 6 1/4 lengths.

“It’s good to get him in the win-
ner’s circle,” said McLaughlin. “It 
was a great race call about the Mas-
ters because that’s who he’s named 
after.”

Named for 2015 Masters Tour-
nament champion Jordan Spieth, the 
colt began his career at Saratoga last 
summer, finishing fourth in a maiden 
special. After two more losses in the 
fall, Spieth was sent for a freshening 
and returned to finish second in his 
last start at Belmont July 3.

“He came off a layoff and finished 
second last time, needed the race,” 
McLaughlin said. “Today everything 
went great for him, the inside post 
worked great for him. He went right 
to the lead and kept on going. Irad 

rode him well and everything went 
great.”

McLaughlin wasted no time get-
ting back in the winner’s circle for the 
third, celebrating Muqtaser’s win in 
the 1 3/8-mile allowance on the inner 
turf course.

Shadwell Stable’s 5-year-old geld-
ing finished second in an allowance 
at Monmouth Park in May follow-
ing a four-month layoff. He won 
an allowance Opening Day going 
the same distance. With Joe Bravo 
aboard again Wednesday, Muqtaser 
raced just behind the leader until the 

stretch, propelling forward to win by 
1 1/4 lengths.

“He had time off, he just wasn’t 
doing great so we gave him some time 
and we have good, patient owners,” 
McLaughlin said. “Joe Bravo deserves 
all of the credit, he rode him great. He 
wants to run off in the mornings so he 
did a great job. We were happy with 
him laying second or being on the 
lead, but laying second was great. Joe 
gets along great with him because he’s 
not easy to keep settled but it worked 
out well.

“Everything’s going great. We’re 
happy to win two and are looking 
forward to Travers Weekend with a 
few big races.” 

The double capped a big day for 
the McLaughlins, who were honored 
by the Racetrack Chaplaincy for their 
work assisting backstretch employees.

– Shayna Tiller

• Joe Sharp entered the winner’s 
circle with a smile – and a sense of 
relief after collecting his first win of 
the meet. Stolen Pistol entered a mo-
ment later, greeting the trainer follow-
ing his maiden-breaking victory in the 
fifth going 5 1/2 furlongs on the Mel-
lon Turf Course.

Sharp won four races last year at 
Saratoga to go with six seconds and 
two thirds, his best performance at 
the meet since going out on his own 
in 2014. Unfortunately, 19 starts into 
this year’s meet he’d been winless 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 19

Tod Marks
Spieth surges to the finish in Wednesday’s second race.

Tod Marks
Stolen Pistol pulls away to win Wednesday’s fifth.

Continued On Page 21 

Tod Marks
Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin doubled.
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with three seconds and three thirds.
“It’s about time,” said Sharp. 

“We’re ready for the second half of 
the meet, we’ve been sleeping for the 
first half.”

After running fifth and sixth in 
his first two starts this summer at 
Belmont Park, Sharp removed the 
blinkers from Stolen Pistol and put 
him on the grass. With Luis Saez 
aboard, the gelding broke to the mid-
dle of the pack and chased comfort-
ably through early fractions of :22.05 
and 45.28. Saez boldly split horses 
with a furlong to go, and Stolen Pis-
tol battled Nolinski into the stretch 
before pulling away to win by 1 3/4 
lengths.

“He’s kind of a horse that we 
thought was a little timid,” said 
Sharp. “We put blinkers on him and 
the truth of the matter was they ac-
tually made him more claustrophobic 
more than anything. When we took 
them off he worked twice on the grass 
really nice and he was more comfort-
able without them and just needed a 
little more confidence in racing. He 
got a really good trip.”

The son of New Year’s Day is the 
first homebred for owners Brad and 
Misty Grady, out of their winning 
Closing Argument mare Pistolpack-
insenora.

“Rosie (Napravnik, Sharp’s wife,) 
rode the mare and my stepdad Bret 
Calhoun trained it and it’s actually 
the first homebred for Misty Grady,” 
said Sharp. “I wasn’t around the mare 
much but I do know that she was 
pretty fast and he is also.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Bill Mott beamed as he entered 
the winner’s circle for the second time 
in as many races after the eighth, the 
moment not lost on the Hall of Fame 
trainer.

“No,” Mott said when asked if 
winning ever loses its special feeling. 
“It’s always good. We won two on 
Monday and two today.”

The two Wednesday came in the 
seventh with Commend, winning a 
$90,000 allowance going 5 1/2 fur-
longs on the turf, and eighth with Mo-
bridge, winning a state-bred $25,000 
claimer going 1 mile on the turf. 

Adele Dilschneider’s and Claiborne 

Farm’s homebred Commend won for 
the second time in three starts. After 
taking the winter off, the son of War 
Front returned with a 10th in a 1-mile 
allowance at Keeneland in April. He 
bounced back from that effort with 
a victory in a 6-furlong allowance at 
Belmont in May and a fourth in the 
Grade 2 Highlander at Woodbine in 
his last start July 2.

“When he ran back, we ran him at 
a mile, and he was a little rank and 
just fought the rider for the first half-
mile and just had nothing left,” Mott 
said. “In these kind of races, you let 
him roll along, you don’t have to fight 
him.” 

Wednesday, Jose Ortiz carefully 
positioned Commend on the rail be-
hind the leaders before turning him 
loose in the upper stretch to defeat 
fellow Dilschneider and Claiborne 
runner Vici by 1 length.

“He looked like he was going good, 
laying close to the pace, but was into 
the bridle,” Mott said. “When you tip 
him out and show him daylight, he 
seems to put a good run in. 

“Ms. Dilschneider is a wonderful 
owner, she loves her horses, she likes 
to race, she’s competitive. The horse 
comes first. She breeds good horses. 
She’s got a very nice, neat-sized, select 
stable of horses. So, it makes it easy. If 
they need time, we’re allowed to give 
them time.”

An added sentimental value ac-
companied Mott’s victory with LRE 
Racing’s Mobridge in the eighth.

“My town, Mobridge! It’s pretty 
cool,” said Mott. “He’s not only an 
owner, he’s a good friend so it makes 
it special.”

Lee Einsidler of LRE Racing named 
the son of Indygo Shiner in honor of 
Mott’s hometown, Mobridge, S.D.

“Bill Mott and I have become such 
close friends and his family and I have 
become very close. They’re such great 
people,” said Einsidler. “I knew he 
was from Mobridge, South Dakota, 
and I thought Mobridge was such a 
fabulous name for a horse. But it had 
to be a big, strong, beautiful horse.

“When I picked him out I knew I 
had to name this horse Mobridge if 
it was okay with Bill, and he said it 
was okay. Everybody from Mobridge, 
South Dakota, is in the barn now 
rooting him on. It’s great to race in 
Saratoga and to win is really special. 
Great day.” 

– Shayna Tiller and Ben Gowans 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Mobridge streaks to the finish in Wednesday’s eighth race.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ...................... 1ST
Chad Brown ............................. 24
Todd Pletcher ........................... 24
Kiaran McLaughlin ................... 10
Bill Mott ..................................... 8
Linda Rice .................................. 7 
Rudy Rodriguez ......................... 7
Jason Servis .............................. 7
George Weaver........................... 6
Charlie Baker .............................. 5
Danny Gargan ............................ 5

JOCKEYS ....................... 1ST
Jose Ortiz ................................. 35
Irad Ortiz Jr. ............................. 33
John Velazquez ........................ 24
Javier Castellano ...................... 18
Manny Franco .......................... 15
Luis Saez .................................. 14
Jose Lezcano ........................... 11
Joel Rosario ............................. 11
Ricardo Santana Jr. .................. 10

Through Wednesday

For 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

http://engelatty.com
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Wednesday August 16.

FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
6 Mutasaawy D. Nagle $4.20 $3.40 $2.70
5 Aflutter J. Doyle  $7.70 $5.40
4 Buck Benny B. Dalton   $3.10
B Gelding 2010, by Tapit - Pretty Proud by Mr. Greeley
Owner: PathFinder Racing. Trainer: Neil Morris. 
Breeder: Pretty Proud Syndicate (KY).
Time: 3:51.96
Exacta (6-5), $49.20; Superfecta (6-5-4-7), $1,279.00; Trifecta (6-5-
4), $344.00

SECOND $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Spieth I. Ortiz, Jr. $5.40 $3.30 $2.50
3 Fireball Shot P. Lopez  $8.80 $4.10
4 Powerful Ally J. Ortiz   $2.50
Gr/ro Colt 2014, by Bernardini - Stage Luck by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Godolphin Racing LLC. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. Breeder: 
Darley (KY).
Time: 1:49.76
Daily Double (6-1), $14.40; Exacta (1-3), $35.40; Quinella (1-3), 
$26.80; Superfecta (1-3-4-7), $268.50; Trifecta (1-3-4), $101.50

THIRD $95,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
5 Muqtaser J. Bravo $5.30 $4.10 $2.70
4 Mark My Style L. Saez  $9.80 $4.20
3 Fire Away J. Velazquez   $2.30
B Gelding 2012, by Distorted Humor - Life Well Lived by Tiznow
Owner: Shadwell Stable. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: WinStar Farm, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Street Fashion
Time: 2:13.60
Daily Double (1-5), $18.60; Exacta (5-4), $50.50; Superfecta (5-4-3-
1), $250.00; Trifecta (5-4-3), $124.50; Pic 3 (6-1-5), $45.80

FOURTH $42,000, WCL $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
3 Lady Constance R. Albarado $4.70 $2.80 $2.30
6 Jump for Joy I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.80 $2.70
7 Askfor Forgiveness J. Ortiz   $3.20
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Bellamy Road - Jewel for a King by Storm Cat
Owner: Trade Winds Farm. Trainer: Dale Romans. 
Breeder: Calumet Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Easy Way Out, Rainy Night, Double Mane
Claimed: Lady Constance claimed by Clear Stars Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:11.24
Daily Double (5-3), $12.60; Exacta (3-6), $21.40; Quinella (3-6), 
$10.60; Superfecta (3-6-7-5), $210.40; Trifecta (3-6-7), $81.00; Pic 
3 (1-5-3), $39.00

FIFTH $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5 Stolen Pistol L. Saez $17.40 $8.30 $6.10
8 Nolinski I. Ortiz, Jr.  $7.30 $5.90
7 Cross Multiply J. Leparoux   $9.80
B Gelding 2015, by New Year’s Day - Pistolpackinsenora by Closing 
Argument
Owner: Grady, Brad. Trainer: Joe Sharp. 
Breeder: Misty Grady & Brad Grady (NY).
Late Scratches: Engineers Report, Just Bustin, Mr. Hot Rocks, Bar-
barossa, Conforto, Fun Prospect, Suremoney
Time: 1:02.46
Daily Double (3-5), $45.20; Exacta (5-8), $132.00; Superfecta (5-8-
7-3), $19,460.00; Trifecta (5-8-7), $1,197.00; Pic 3 (5-3-5), $94.00

SIXTH $56,000, CLAIMING $32,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Full Salute J. Ortiz $9.30 $5.20 $3.70
3 Helooksthepart A. Arroyo  $10.40 $5.50
4 Paden R. Santana, Jr.   $5.20
Ch Gelding 2013, by Speightstown - Mazucambera by Milwaukee Brew
Owner: The Players Group. Trainer: Chris Englehart. 
Breeder: Lakland Farm (KY).

Claimed: Full Salute claimed by Bailey, Morris for $32,000, Rockford 
claimed by M and M Racing for $32,000, Old Upstart claimed by Can-
zone, Sr., Peter J. for $32,000, Saratoga Wildcat claimed by Repole 
Stable for $32,000
Time: 1:23.70
Daily Double (5-1), $99.00; Exacta (1-3), $86.50; Superfecta (1-3-4-
6), $2,969.00; Trifecta (1-3-4), $683.00; Pic 3 (3-5-1), $149.00; Pic 4 
(5-3-5-1), $360.00; Pic 5 (1-5-3-5-1), $1,173.00

SEVENTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
1 Commend J. Ortiz $2.90 $2.90 $2.10
1A Vici I. Ortiz, Jr. $2.90 $2.90 $2.10
6 End Play L. Saez   $3.20
B Ridgling 2013, by War Front - Praise by Mr. Prospector
Owner: Claiborne Farm and Dilschneider, Adele B.. 
Trainer: William Mott. Breeder: Claiborne Farm & Adele Dilschneider (KY).
Claimed: Zoot Suit claimed by Riccio, James A. for $62,500
Time: 1:00.85
Daily Double (1-1), $14.40; Exacta (1-6), $10.60; Superfecta (1-6-5-
2), $415.00; Trifecta (1-6-5), $79.00; Pic 3 (5-1-1), $136.50

EIGHTH $50,000, NY-BRED CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
3 Mobridge J. Lezcano $6.70 $3.90 $2.50
2 No Texting L. Saez  $4.70 $2.80
6 Damage Control I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.60
Ch Gelding 2010, by Indygo Shiner - River Nore by Archers Bay
Owner: LRE Racing LLC. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Oak Bluff Stables LLC &Christophe Clement (NY).
Late Scratches: Benny Big Boy
Time: 1:34.80
Daily Double (1-3), $10.40; Exacta (3-2), $22.60; Superfecta (3-2-6-
1), $206.00; Trifecta (3-2-6), $49.40; Pic 3 (1-1-3), $49.80

NINTH $100,000, STAKES - BOLTON LANDING S., 2 YO, 5 1/2F
5 March X Press J. Ortiz $6.80 $3.90 $2.80
1 Fairyland I. Ortiz, Jr.  $4.60 $3.30
6 Sugar Queen J. Velazquez   $3.10
Dk B/ Br Filly 2015, by Shanghai Bobby - Indian Rush by Indian Charlie
Owner: Golconda Stables. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Pine Ridge Stables Ltd (NY).
Late Scratches: Mentality
Time: 1:01.69
Daily Double (3-5), $29.20; Exacta (5-1), $33.00; Superfecta (5-1-6-
7), $920.00; Trifecta (5-1-6), $118.50; Pic 3 (1-3-5), $45.00; Place Pix 
Nine (1/3/4-1/6-2/3/5/6-2/5), $44.80

TENTH $37,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
2 Borsa Vento T. Gaffalione $12.60 $5.50 $3.40
3 Irst J. Castellano  $3.30 $2.40
5 Britain J. Ortiz   $2.80
B Gelding 2014, by Uncle Mo - Mulligatawny by Crafty Prospector
Owner: Mossarosa. Trainer: Nicholas Zito. 
Breeder: Mulligatawny Syndicate (KY).
Time: 1:24.78
Daily Double (5-2), $46.20; Exacta (2-3), $34.80; Superfecta (2-3-5-
1), $839.00; Trifecta (2-3-5), $71.50; Pic 3 (3-5-2), $200.00; Pic 4 
(1-3-2/5-2), $329.00; Pic 5 (1-1-3-2/5-2), $579.00; Pic 6 (5-1-1-3-
2/5-2), $129.50; Pic 6 (5-1-1-3-2/5-2), $12,199.00

Attendance: 25,153
On Track Handle: 3,045,675
Inter-State Handle: 8,437,452

Copyright 2017 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY BRANDON VALVO
At about 4:45 p.m. Sunday and the Saratoga 

Race Course paddock filled with a few hundred 
people to see the 2-year-old colts before the 112th 
running of the Grade 2 Saratoga Special Stakes. 

The sun on an 81-degree day sent most to the 
shade of the paddock trees and then back again as 
a puffy cloud drifted in front of the sun. The action, 
soon followed by the call for riders up, came at the 
displeasure of Steve Asmussen’s runner, Copper 
Bullet.

The last horse 
in the parade of ju-
veniles around the 
Saratoga walking ring, Copper Bullet began to shift 
his weight forward and back. Each oscillation be-
came more aggressive. His front feet left the ground 
as his back legs coiled up like springs. He planted 
his front hooves down and kicked his back ones 
out. Over and over, he repeated his double-barrel-
ing routine, his body working like a seesaw as his 
head went up and hind end went down.

Finally, Copper Bullet calmed as Irad Ortiz Jr. 
jumped aboard, but as the tall and sturdy son of 
More Than Ready walked past the paddock en-
trance where a hoard gathered along the horse 
path, he issued one last parting salvo, kicking his 
hind legs out in a sudden, brute-force extension. 
Copper Bullet was the boss, and he wanted every-
one around him to know it.

“He’s very professional. He knows what it’s 
about and he was ready to do his thing,” Asmussen 
said. “The walking over here at Saratoga, he knew 
what he was here for.”

After the $200,000 Special, everybody knew 
what he was there for. Copper Bullet blitzed eight 
others – sitting just off a fast pace set by Mo Did-
dley and favorite Barry Lee and kicking away in the 
stretch to win the 6 1/2-furlong stakes by 4 lengths 
in 1:16.45 for Asmussen and owners Winchell 
Thoroughbreds and Willis Horton Racing. Holly-
wood Star finished second with Tempestad third. 
Barry Lee faded to eighth. 

Once on the track, Copper Bullet settled down 
and made an uneventful trip to face the gate.

“There’s a lot of crowd in there, probably he 
never see that many people,” Ortiz said of the pad-
dock. “He’d been running in Churchill, and all that 
crowd probably make him a little more nervous. 
After that in the paddock, he was acting really 
good. He didn’t do anything after that, he got to 
the gate perfect.”

When the latch sprung, Copper Bullet extended 

every sinew in his body. He raced to the lead in 
the first three strides as the colt stretched his mas-
sive frame to its limits. To his inside, Barry Lee, Mo 
Diddley and Bal Barnour all showed speed, too. 
Soon Barry Lee and Mo Diddley rushed up along 
the inside as Ortiz tugged on the left rein to bring 
Copper Bullet in from his outside position on the 
track.

Mo Diddley led Barry Lee by a half-length past 
a :21.73 opening quarter. Copper Bullet chased 
them 1 1/2 lengths behind in third while racing in 
the three path. Throughout the day, inside speed 
ruled the main track. Aware of the bias, Asmussen 
wasn’t worried while watching his colt race wide. 
He thought back to Gun Runner’s victory in the 
Grade 1 Whitney Stakes a week earlier

“It’s like with Gun Runner and the rabbit. Be 
who you are. Be who you are. Take care of what 
you can take care of, not the things that are out 
of your control,” the trainer said. “Being aware 
of how the racetrack was playing today, the horse 
broke well, they ran up inside of him, Irad treated 
him like a good horse. That’s how it ought to be.”

As the field raced around the turn, Copper Point 
moved closer to his rivals. The pacesetters showed 
signs of weakness past a :44.72 half as their riders 
began pumping their arms. The efforts proved fu-
tile as Copper Bullet glided to the lead at the quar-

ter pole.
“I got a good trip, I put him close, and he was 

there when I asked him,” Ortiz said. “The whole 
way he was traveling perfect. At the three-eighths 
pole he started to pick it up on his own.”

Copper Bullet picked it up at the furlong mark-
er, running away from Hollywood Star. Ortiz kept 
Copper Bullet to task in the final sixteenth and the 
colt responded, increasing the margin to 4. 

The winner was part of 19 horses purchased by 
Ron Winchell at the 2016 Keeneland September 
yearling sale, a buying spree fueled in part by visu-
al inspection and improved scientific analysis from 
Equine Analysis Systems. 

“We do a heart analysis, a photo-select confor-
mation analysis, so we had all these variables and 
genetics as well and we put them together,” said 
Catlyn Spivey of Equine Analysis. “We talked to 
Mr. Winchell and we said, ‘Between our bloodstock 
agent picking out the horses and then adding the 
scientific analysis to it, we could find some real, se-
rious horses at the sale.’ He decided to buy quite a 
few more with that in mind.”

Spivey recalled her impressions of Copper Bullet 
as a yearling. Much like his display of power in the 
paddock before the Saratoga Special, the bay horse 

Sean Clancy
Copper Bullet breaks from the outside stall in Sunday’s Saratoga Special.

Asmussen colt speeds to Grade 2 win in Sunday feature

SARATOGA SPECIAL RECAP

Shiny Bullet

Continued On Page 26 
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MAKEALITTLELOVE OLDFASHIONED STYLE KELSOCAIT

CONTROL GROUP MY BOY TATE VICTORIAS FIRE

PAS DE SOUCIS COPPER BULLET NOBLE FREUD

http://obssales.com
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stunned her at the sale. She expected to pay more 
than the $200,000 final price.

“He’s huge, he’s got tons of leg, he’s built beau-
tifully, and he had that as a yearling, too,” she said. 
“He’s always been super-precocious looking. Bigger 
than the rest. An easy mover, well conformed. He 
was a pretty easy purchase, honestly.”

Spivey, 29, feels lucky to be involved with horses 
like Copper Bullet. In addition to the 19 yearlings 
purchased last fall, she was involved in buying Gun 
Runner.

“I grew up in the industry on the backside of Del-
aware Park working for my grandfather who was 
a trainer and never thinking that we were going to 
make it to Saratoga and win those kind of races,” 
she said. “It’s kind of surreal because I worked for 
The Special, and I was galloping horses for Graham 
Motion, and I was the paper girl, but then just a 
few years later to be involved with horses like Gun 
Runner and Copper Bullet is just insane to even 
think about. I’m so honored that Mr. Winchell and 
the Asmussen team even let us be a part of it.”

After buying Copper Bullet, Winchell brought 
on Willis Horton a partner and sent the colt to As-
mussen’s father Keith to break and train in Laredo, 
Texas. Steve Asmussen gushed, eyes wide and his 
smile wider, when he talked about his father.

“The majority of the horses that we have, I’m 
fortunate enough to get from my father and I think 
that this is another successful one and they’ve defi-
nitely spoiled us with how they act and do things,” 
Asmussen said. “He and my mom are the begin-
ning, the middle, and the end of it. It’s impossible 
for me to explain the talent level that he has that I 
don’t have. He is unbelievably intuitive.”

Copper Bullet came to Steve Asmussen’s barn at 
Keeneland in April. Soon after, the bay colt finished 
second to Salmanazar in a 4 1/2-furlong race April 
26. Copper Bullet won next time in a 5-furlong 
maiden special at Churchill Downs May 25 before 
finishing 1 1/2 lengths behind odds-on Ten City in 
the 6-furlong Bashford Manor Stakes June 30. 

“He’s been very straightforward,” Asmussen 
said. “Obviously it looks like the further we go, the 
better. This time of year, that’s a good thing.”

• Walking to the paddock to saddle his first horse 
at Saratoga, Michael Sabine repeated four words.

“Just keep it together.”
Sabine kept it together enough to put the sad-

dle on Victorias Fire. She did the rest, rushing to 
the lead and staving off four rivals to win the New 
York-bred optional claimer, switched to the dirt af-
ter Saturday rain. 

“First win here, first time racing here,” Sabine 
said. “I’ve been here before, I saw Affirmed and Al-
ydar here. I was a construction worker that got into 
racing Arabians. Had my first Arabian claimed off 
me and I claimed a Thoroughbred.”

Sabine claimed Victorias Fire for $5,000 in May 
2016. 

“I thought she was a $5,000 horse, that’s all,” 
Sabine said. “You know, she might go through her 
conditions at 5, but she went through her condi-
tions in allowances and just kept getting better and 
better,”

Victorias Fire has gotten better and better, win-
ning six races in a row last year at Finger Lakes and 
brought a two-race win streak into the race Sunday.

 “I don’t like to ship much,” Sabine said. “This 
came up and I said, ‘give her a shot cause she’s hot, 
ready to go.’ ”

Sunday Highlights
• Trainer Gary Contessa doubled on the card, 

winning back-to-back races with Oldfashioned 
Style and Kelsocait. 

 “I’m going home after this, that’s it,” said Con-
tessa. “I’m not screwing up this day.”

Leonard Green’s D. J. Stable purchased Oldfash-
ioned Style at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky 
July sale of selected yearlings for $27,000. Green 
founded D. J. Stable in the early 1980s. The “D” is 
for one of his daughters, Debbie, and the “J” is for 
his son Jonathan, who manages the racing stable.

“It’s funny. In July as a yearling I loved her, she’s 
my No. 1 pick of the sale,” said Contessa. “I say to 
the guy I’m down there to buy for, ‘I love this Old 
Fashioned filly.’ He says, ‘I don’t want no Old Fash-
ioneds I don’t like that sire.’ I run into Jonathan 
Green and he goes, ‘Gary who do you like in this 

sale?’ I told him about the Old Fashioned filly over 
there that I love. He says, ‘I just bought her, you can 
have her’ and hands me the ticket.”

Green partnered with Sean Shay on Kelsocait in 
the third. The filly blew through the claimer to win 
by 2 3/4 lengths.

 “We’ve been really knocking on the door, we’ve 
had a lot of seconds and thirds so it’s starting to 
come back to us,” Contessa said. “I have a bunch 
of really nice 2-year-olds, New York-breds and 
open, that I’ve been waiting to run so we’re finally 
getting our time and are getting ready. I’m excited 
by the whole stable; it’s pretty decent.”

• The word was out that My Boy Tate was ready 
to fire in the fifth, a 6-furlong New York-bred maid-
en. Sent off at 3-2, the 3-year-old gelding cruised 
home under Manny Franco to win by 4 3/4 lengths.

The son of Boys At Toscanova was bred by train-
er Michelle Nevin. Little Red Feather bought into 
the winner after his second start in February at Aq-
ueduct, where he was beaten a nose.

“Tate here, he got a little sick in the spring and 
lost about 50 or 75 pounds,” co-owner Matt Skelly 
said. “He got healthy afterwards and he just fired a 
bullet on Friday, so he’s been ready and we’ve just 
been waiting for the right race. This is my first start 
at Saratoga. I’m from here, I went to high school 
here, so I’m just happy to get my first win in Sara-
toga.”

– Shayna Tiller,  
Ben Gowans, Sean Clancy

Special –
 Continued from page 24

Tod Marks
Copper Bullet shows the way in deep stretch of the Saratoga Special.
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Still serving the best 
breakfast since 1989!

Come check out our new  
& larger dining room.

8am-2pm daily
256 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa. 

(518) 885-2848

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the  

ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Your best bet 
for real estate

sales & rentals!
www.racingcityrealty.com

Body by Anna
Anna’s Massage & Aesthetics

Anna Hollander
The Saratoga Day Spa

376 Broadway in Saratoga Springs 
518-488-7950. bodybyanna.com

	  

	  

	  

	  

Available for  
appraisals and  

consultations in  
Saratoga for the  

2017 Meet!

Osprey, Ltd
www.ospreyarms.com
Selling the World’s

Finest Firearms
Wanted to Buy: Single Items or Entire Collections

Shotguns, Rifles and Double Rifles for 
the Collector, Investor and  
Discerning Sportsman
info@ospreyarms.com
516.652-3912

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

General and Equine Practice of Law 

20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell · 516 352-6853 office
jdmol@aol.com
Licensed New York and New Jersey
All Aspects of Immigration
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BY SHAYNA TILLER
Rudy Rodriguez leaned his elbow atop the rail 

in the winner’s circle, his chin resting in his palm 
and eyes pasted to the big screen in the center of the 
infield. The trainer kept to himself, motionless as 
the pack rounded the far turn.

The yellow, chestnut blur in the distance mor-
phed into Literata on the outside of Jcs American 
Dream, thundering into the stretch.

Rodriguez broke his stillness.
“Get up, girl,” said Rodriguez, slapping the rail 

with his rolled program.
A smile swept across his face as the mare made 

her final jump toward the finish, winning Monday’s 
$100,000 Saratoga Dew by a half-length over Jcs 
American Dream.

Rodriguez bounced around the winner’s circle, 
high-fiving everyone from the photographers to his 
son, Rudy Jr.

“In Saratoga everybody wants to win a race and 
there’s only one winner, it’s tough,” said Rodriguez. 
“Saratoga’s where you want to be and where you 
want to win – for trainers, for owners, for jockeys, 
for hotwalkers, for everybody.”

Michael Dubb claimed the 6-year-old daughter 
of Read The Footnotes last January for $40,000. 
Since then, Literata has earned $307,960.

“She’s a big piggy bank,” said Rodriguez. “She’s 
a very nice looking filly and she always tries, always 
finishing first, second, third.

“When we claim horses like that, all the credit 
goes to Michael Dubb to let us claim the horses. 
Working for Michael Dubb is great, we have a very 
good relationship with him. He can be tough at 
times but he’s one of the best owners in the game. 
It’s always fun, and when you ask him to claim a 
horse he doesn’t say no and he’s always there for 
you.”

After finishing fourth in an allowance at Laurel 
Park Jan. 29, the mare went to Fair Hill Equine 
Therapy Center in Maryland. She came back from 
the layoff three months later, finishing second in the 
Critical Eye at Belmont Park May 29 and winning 
an allowance at Finger Lakes July 22.

“She’s grown a lot,” said Rodriguez. “She’s a 
nice looking filly. All the credit to (Fair Hill’s) Bruce 
Jackson. When she came from Bruce she was a dif-
ferent horse. She used to be light, had a light frame, 
and now she looks bigger and stronger.”

Literata stretched out to 1 1/8 miles for the first 
time since her fifth in the Saratoga Dew last sum-
mer. With Irad Ortiz Jr. aboard, she chased just be-
hind leader Flattermefabulous through early frac-
tions of :24.98 and :49.18. The winner took the 
lead with a half-mile left, as Jcs American Dream 
advanced. The duo rolled into the stretch, Literata 
leading on the outside by a head. Ortiz drove hard 
and his mount responded to win by a half-length.

“I broke out of there with not that much pace in 
the race so we know we’re going to be close,” said 
Ortiz. “I sat there comfortable and waited as long 
as I can. My filly wants pace so I start letting her 
pick up early and she just kept going. I think she 
liked the distance better than the other fillies.”

Rodriguez embraced Ortiz in the winner’s circle, 
equally thrilled with the ride.

“The trip was perfect,” said Rodriguez. “Right 
when I saw Irad tuck in second, if he wasn’t second 
I wanted to be in the lead, because the distance on 
this track is pretty hard so you’ve got to be close.”

The victory earned Ortiz his 32nd of the meet, 
tied with his brother Jose who led the meet in wins 
last summer.

“Keep it tied for now, but we’ll see who’s happy 
in the end,” said Ortiz.

Monday Highlights
Bill Parcells instinctively slapped jockey Jose Or-

tiz on the behind just as he might one of his players 

during his days as a Hall of Fame and two-time 
Super Bowl-winning coach as they left the winner’s 
circle after Monday’s sixth race.

“I enjoy it, it’s really very exciting,” Parcells said 
while being mobbed for autographs and pictures. 
“It’s good action, and I need action, I’m used to it.”

Officially listed as August Dawn Farm, Parcells 
teamed up with Ortiz and trainer Jeremiah Engle-
hart to win the $40,000 claimer at 1 mile on the 
inner turf with Any Questions. It was the first win 
for the new owner-trainer duo.

“I think he’s a young up-and-coming guy and 
we’re trying to win,” Parcells said.

The self-described “superstitious” Parcells was 
adorned in a Masters-like green jacket and a yel-
low shirt to match his pale yellow and hunter green 
silks.

“I’m here, I live here in the summertime, not 
just for the meet,” he said. “I enjoy horse racing. I 
like the competition. I enjoy the whole business, so 
hopefully we can keep going.”

After racing toward the rear of the field for much 
of the race, Ortiz made a wide far-turn blitz with 
the 5-2 second choice and edged past runner up 
Mascarello in the final sixteenth-mile to prevail by 
a neck.

Parcells purchased the son of Lookin At Lucky 
and half-brother to champion Runhappy for 
$300,000 at the 2015 OBS April 2-year-olds in 
training sale. David Jacobson claimed the colt for 
$40,000 Monday.

– Ben Gowans
 
• A win at Saratoga is just different.
“For me personally it’s because I’ve been coming 

up here since I was a kid,” Curragh Stables Michael 

Dave Harmon
Literata denies Jcs American Dream at the wire of Sunday’s Saratoga Dew.

Banker’s
Notes

Literata, Rodriguez
win Monday feature

SARATOGA DEW STAKES RECAP
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Devlin said. “My family is upstate, 
I’m a native New Yorker. Saratoga 
is just in the blood and we’re always 
gearing up for this meet. We like to 
win at Belmont and Aqueduct, but 
the summer meet is a good one.”

Curragh Stables’ Heavenly Score 
took the seventh, a turf allowance at 
5 1/2 furlongs.

The 3-year-old filly stalked the 
pace early, was angled into the clear 

at the top of the stretch by jockey Luis 
Saez and surged past the pacesetting 
pair of Tizanillusion and Orecchiette 
late to get up and win by three quar-
ters of a length.

The victory sent the large Curragh 
Stables group from their clubhouse 
boxes down the steps to the winner’s 
circle to get their picture taken.

“I’ve been coming to the track 
since I was a kid,” Devlin said. “I just 

always had in the back of my head 
that one day I’d like to see myself in 
the winner’s circle, too.

“About 10 years ago, maybe more, 
I got involved with some other folks. 
Then I started running my own sta-
ble, Curragh Stables, a number years 
ago with John Terranova as trainer. 
We started picking the right horses 
and finding the right spots.”

Terranova found the right horse 

for Devlin in Heavenly Score, the 
Arkansas-bred daughter of Even The 
Score. Originally a $5,000 weanling 
and then a $4,500 yearling, she did 
not meet her reserve after a final bid 
of $70,000 at the 2016 OBS March 
2-year-olds in training sale.

“She was an RNA and we bought 
her after the sale,” Terranova said.

Following a fourth in the Corona-
tion Cup Stakes July 31, Terranova 
successfully brought the filly back on 
two weeks rest.

– Ben Gowans

Monday –
 Continued from page 28

2017 Special Print Schedule: Thursday-Sunday.
See thisishorseracing.com for more
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BROWN ADVISORY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

RACING AT SARATOGA
(410) 537-5400 • www.brownadvisory.com

Sometimes, you feel guilty. Guilty for enjoying 
Saratoga. We complain about rainy days, lost pho-
tos and restaurant lines. We worry about races go-
ing, horses staying sound and pick-four sequences. 
We lament short fields, bad trips and long Hall of 
Fame speeches. We debate about Saturday stakes, 
the next best 2-year-old and which Ortiz is going 
to be leading rider. We fret over buying expensive 
yearlings, getting reservations for Saturday night 
and having enough beds for friends and family com-
ing to town. 

First-world problems, first-world issues, first-
world questions.

Saratoga provides a shelter from the storm. 
Whether it’s the storm of our own lives or the storm 
of the real world. The founders got it right, creating 
a race meet at a spa town in August, an ideal spot 
on the calendar, this is our summer vacation, our 
summer escape, a time to cherish our sport and ap-
preciate our friendships, many built during previous 
Saratoga summers. Give any of us five minutes and 
we’ll rattle off our first trip, our best trip and our 
latest trip to Saratoga. 

We went out on our old friend Rich Cristiano’s 
boat Tuesday, imagine, a boat ride on Saratoga 
Lake and dinner at Lake Local. And you wondered 
why we stopped doing Wednesday papers. Joe and 
Tom nearly reneged, too much to do, and then re-
lented. We drifted among the reeds on Fish Creek, 
jumped in the lake where it’s 90 feet deep, drank 
a few beers, swapped fishing and gambling stories, 
ate tacos and wings while kids chased ducks on the 
beach, but mostly we decompressed, taking a break 
from real life, well, real life in Saratoga, which isn’t 
real life at all.  

We live in a bubble – happily in a bubble. 
Since we started The Special in 2001, that bubble 

has rarely been pierced. 
The first actually came eight days after that first 

meet ended, when the World Trade Center was at-

tacked on Sept. 11. Saratoga met reality. Nothing 
has been the same since.

In 2005, it was Hurricane Katrina. We watched 
the pain and fear on the faces of Jim Mulvihill, Al 
Stall, Dallas Stewart and other friends from New 
Orleans, it brought the disaster to reality, it was 
their homes, their families, their neighborhoods. 
They hovered around tack-room televisions, watch-
ing dikes break, houses washing away like soap 
down a drain, lives lost. Horse racing never felt so 
unimportant, so trivial, so minute. Mulvihill wrote a 
column about it, a natural writer who never looked 
fussed on any deadline or assignment, he bled that 
day, a natural disaster 1,463 miles away engulfed 
our office. You just wanted to hug him.

There have been a few other moments, good and 
bad, when we’ve picked up our heads and noticed 
what was going on outside Saratoga. It takes a lot. 
Every four years, the Olympics have served up a 
good moment of reality. We’ve watched Michael 
Phelps emerge as a star, stay a star and return as a 
star from four offices. Every time, we stopped what 
we were doing to cherish greatness. 

It takes the tragedy of Sept. 11 and Hurricane 
Katrina, and the enormity of Michael Phelps to 
pierce our bubble.  

Sadly, our bubble was pierced again Saturday. 
But, not right away. 

Ten minutes after Oskar Blues upset Airtouch, 
providing Dylan Davis with a win on the day he 
became a father, all hell broke loose in Charlottes-
ville, Va.

James Alex Fields Jr., a 20-year-old Ohioan drove 
his car into a crowd of people, killing Heather D. 
Heyer, a 32-year-old paralegal. Fields represented 
white nationalists, neo-Nazis or some other faction 
I hate to even type and Heyer represented the rest 
of us. 

She died in the streets of a southern town with a 
rich history and, unfortunately, a statue of Robert 

E. Lee, which became a senseless rallying cry to the
bloodthirsty and belligerent.

Twenty-five minutes after Heyer was struck 
down, Pioneer Spirit won a starter allowance at 
Saratoga. Two hours and eight minutes after the 
paralegal who stood up for the disenfranchised was 
killed, I yelled for 16-1 Honey Dont to win the sixth. 
The 2-year-old finished second, I cursed, briefly. Five 
hours after a daughter was taken, World Approval 
won the Fourstardave. 

While at the races, we worried about the soft turf 
wreaking havoc on the Fourstardave, still ignorant 
of Heyer’s death, the death of two state troopers 
in a helicopter crash and the injuries to 34 others 
on a dark day in Virginia. Back in the office, as we 
banged out recaps and features, columns and cap-
tions, the Charlottesville tragedy began to register. 
A town we’ve known as the host of a steeplechase 
meet in the spring and fall and from our friends who 
went to the University of Virginia now had a differ-
ent context, a different meaning. 

Somehow, Charlottesville became the vortex of 
hatred and bigotry, disillusion and disenchantment, 
adding another chapter to a sad and scary time 
for our country. Angry men are driving cars into 
crowds, spewing more hatred, dividing more peo-
ple. 

The president can’t find the words that might 
start some healing. He speaks of there being good 
on both sides. Only one side brought good to Char-
lottesville, and Heyer was on it.

I can’t decide how I feel about being in Sarato-
ga, watching horses run around in circles, worry-
ing about which tie to wear, stressing over another 
deadline, lounging on a boat, when our country is 
in turmoil from another terrorist attack – this one 
home grown. 

On one hand, I feel lucky to be involved in a cap-
tivating sport. On the other, I feel guilty for standing 
idly by while Heyer died a senseless death.

For Heathercupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://brownadvisory.com
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COPPER BULLET 
SARATOGA SPECIAL S. (G2)

V I E W  T H E  O N L I N E  C ATA L O G  AT  S E P T E M B E R . K E E N E L A N D . C O M

2 0 1 7  K E E N E L A N D

SEPTEMBER 
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 1  –  S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 3

K E E N E L A N D  G R A D S 

SHINE AT SARATOGA

http://september.keeneland.com
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Far Hills Race Association Inc. I P.O. Box 617 Far Hills I N.J. 07931
www.farhillsrace.org  I  (908) 234-9115

$400,000 
Grand National (Gr. 1)

$125,000 
Foxbrook Champion Hurdle

$75,000 
Peapack Stakes

$800,000 
IN TOTAL PURSES

Jump racing comes to New Jersey’s 
heartland on the third Saturday in 
October for the races that decide 

year-end titles.

http://gojumpracing.com



