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Special Force
Florida raider Gunnevera (left) aces Sunday test

JULES N ROME WINS SARATOGA DEW  •  TOM MORLEY STABLE TOUR •  ENTRIES & HANDICAPPING
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here&there... at Saratoga
LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
4LFCLOVR, New York.  TBREDS, New York. EASYGOER, New York. 

BY THE NUMBERS
1-2-3: Win, place, and show all went to Bernardini fillies in the fourth race Sunday.

11: Uprooted flowers (blame the flood) near Dunkin’ Donuts at the track Sunday morning.

1: Salisbury (Md.) University admissions office employee at work Tuesday morning who was 
in Saratoga Monday afternoon. Thanks for the work, Jack Clancy. And thanks for the ride, Keith 
Cooper. And go Seagulls.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Reporter, first race. Owner/breeder Peggy Steinman’s 4-year-old is by Yes It’s True out of Skir-
mish. Based in Lancaster, Pa., Steinman Communications owns the Lancaster Media Group, The 
Press Room restaurant and bar and other journalistic ventures.

Ussery’s Alley, fifth race. It’s got nothing to do with the 3-year-old gelding’s pedigree, but it will 
make some fans remember the 1960s and early 1970s when jockey Bobby Ussery would let a 
horse drift wide into Aqueduct’s banked far turn and then lean back toward the rail and steam 
home with a win. Bravo to Mossarosa and trainer Nick Zito for bringing back the term. Ussery 
won 3,611 races, including the 1967 Kentucky Derby with Proud Clarion, and was enshrined in 
the Hall of Fame in 1980.

Tea And Cricket, fifth race. The 3-year-old gelding is out of Social Savvy.

Lull, ninth race. Claiborne Farm and Adele Dilschneider scored with this 2-year-old filly, a 
daughter of War Front and Quiet Now.

Connie Bush
Breaking, Training. Yearlings and yearling buyers/sellers worked around a tree 
that fell at Fasig-Tipton’s sales grounds Saturday night. The New York-bred sale went in one 
session Sunday, producing gross sales of $13,672,500 and a sale record of $450,000 for an 
Uncle Mo yearling.

BERNARDINI
A.P. Indy – Cara Rafaela (Quiet American)
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

And his five G1 horses on dirt in 2016 is the most by any sire.

Bernardini’s five Saratoga G1 winners since
2011 can’t be topped by any other stallion.

Alpha – G1 Travers and G1 Woodward
Cavorting – G1 Test
Rachel’s Valentina – G1 Spinaway
Stay Thirsty – G1 Travers
To Honor And Serve – G1 Woodward

Spanardini!

http://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/bernardini?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Bernardini&utm_campaign=Stallions


4 Wednesday, august 17, 2016the saratoga special

WORTH REPEATING
“Are you going for last place?” 

Clocker Dave Lynett on Tom Law’s handicapping slump

“She was pink when she was born.” 
Chip Landry, co-breeder of Jules N Rome as the gray Dunkirk filly  

walked to the racetrack before winning Monday’s Saratoga Dew

“I got a little wet. This cheap suit will shrink if I don’t watch out.” 
D. Wayne Lukas (who does not buy cheap suits)  

after winning Saturday’s third race as rain started to fall 

“Linzay will get back and I’m usually just sitting there eating Lucky Charms.”
The Special’s Shayna Tiller discussing eating habits (that we don’t endorse)

The Special’s Brandon Valvo: “Hi, Glen Kozak?”
Glen Kozak: “No, he’s Glen Kozak,” pointing to NYRA’s Pat McKenna.

here&there... at Saratoga
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NAME OF THE DAY
Moon River, seventh race. 

The 4-year-old colt is out of Hepburn and is named for the Oscar-win-
ning song Audrey Hepburn sang in the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s.

800-523-8143

“He had the worst trip since the Titanic.”
Gary Contessa discussing Just The Zip’s troubled start Aug. 5  
to a crowd of about 30 at his fan education seminar Tuesday

QUOTE OF THE DAY

A Rich History
A world-class facility where the winners of  

TEN Classic Races and over 80 Group Winners  
have been foaled and raised.

SHADWELL FARM
Rick Nichols, Vice President/General Manager

Gregory Clarke, Farm Manager  |  Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
w w w. s h a d w e l l f a r m . c o m

Nolan Clancy
Iron Horses. There’s quite a race on the staircase to the second floor of the club-
house if you care to look. From right, Secretariat, Man o’ War, Go For Wand, Affirmed, 
Alydar, Native Dancer and Roamer battle.

http://shadwellfarm.com
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BY BRANDON VALVO
Partway through Saturday afternoon’s card, a 

sudden downpour left the Saratoga Race Course 
main track a hazard for horses and riders. Although 
the maintenance crew sealed the track prior to the 
deluge, the sheer amount of rain that fell in a short 
period of time rendered the track unsafe, forcing 
the cancellation of races 6 through 11.

“The issue was the timing with when the rain 
came in,” said Glen Kozak, NYRA’s vice president 
of facilities and racing surfaces, Sunday afternoon. 
“We were postponed for the turf race and then had 
this track sealed for the dirt race and just with that 
amount of rain in that short period of time, the 
jocks felt it wasn’t adequate for racing, so there was 
a decision made to cancel the races.”

Although areas of the track were practically un-
der water Saturday night, by Sunday’s seventh race, 
the track was rated fast. Kozak credits his crew’s 
hard work and some help from the weather for the 
quick turnaround.

“I knew we’d have a good track. I didn’t think 
it would come fast that quickly,” Kozak said as he 
leaned over the winner’s circle rail and looked out 
at the racing surface. “But we had sun and wind 
earlier and that helps speed the process. Mother 
Nature dictates everything. If we didn’t have sun 
today, if we didn’t have wind, it would have been a 
slower process.”

Kozak’s crew arrived at the track around 2 a.m. 
Sunday and started working around 3. After train-
ing, the employees worked nonstop until noon. The 
track was muddy after morning training, but was 
good by first post time. 

“It’s like any normal rain event, really. The same 
steps that take place, with sealing the track, plating 
it off, getting the water to get off of it and just the 
process of trying to dry it out as the track starts 
to come around. We added a little bit of sand this 
morning,” Kozak, who has 27 years of experience 
maintaining racing surfaces, explained.

“We were open for training even with the power 
outage. We opened up the track at 6 o’clock and 
got to work right after training this morning to 

grade the track,” he said. “We 
were able to grade the track 
and just keep the equipment 
out there to get it dried out. It 
came around so quickly. The 
guys did a great job last night 
and this morning to get this 
put back together to be able to 
run, for sure.”

Sealing and plating the track 
is a process that uses a metal 
implement to flatten the track 
and compress the cushion so 
the water runs off or, in Sunday 
morning’s case when there was 
no more rain coming down, 
to bring the water out of the 
cushion. “The water rises, then 
you’re able to get the wind 
and the sun on it,” Kozak ex-
plained. “Then once it gets to a 
state where it’s dry enough like 
you see now, then you start to 
scratch it to dry it up.”

Although his job focuses on maintaining the rac-
ing surface, one of Kozak’s most important respon-
sibilities is communicating with trainers, jockeys 
and owners. Since coming to the New York circuit 
eight years ago, Kozak has made a point to keep in-
formation flowing between the track maintenance 
crew and horsemen.

“That’s one of the things since I’ve been in New 
York that I’ve worked very hard at with the jock-
ey colony here just to be able to have that open 

line of communication,” he said. “The jocks have 
been fantastic. Not only that, the trainers have our 
phone number, so anybody that’s here with some-
thing that’s going on in the morning or wondering, 
‘What are you going to do at the break?’ has the 
ability to contact us to let them know what our 
plans are and what we’re doing out on the track. 
You have to have communication with everybody.”

Kozak paid a visit to the jocks’ room before Sun-
day’s races to let the colony know what was done 
to the racing surface. This gives the riders an idea 
of what to expect when they hit the track for the 
day’s first race.

“Day and night, night and day, whatever you 
want to call it. Much better track today,” Hall 
of Fame rider John Velazquez said after Sunday’s 
ninth. “They came in, worked really hard, they ob-
viously added more cushion to the track. They did 
a really good job. You’ve got to give it to them. 
(Kozak) worked really hard to have the track the 
way it is from all the rain that we got here.” 

NOTES: Like much of the city, Saratoga Race 
Course was without power Sunday morning, which 
caused some delays and difficulties but damage 
from Saturday’s storm was relatively mild. There 
was some isolated flooding on the backside and 
some damage to trees (including a lightning strike 
next to Rick Schosberg’s barn on the main track 
near Clare Court) . . . Saturday’s stakes races were 
rescheduled for this week with the Adirondack set 
for Friday and the Grade 1 Fourstardave shifted to 
Saturday as a companion to the Grade 1 Alabama.

Connie Bush
The track looked better than this Sunday afternoon.

Fast 
Track

Kozak, maintenance 
staff put Saratoga 
back together again

Tod Marks
Glen Kozak.



6 Wednesday, august 17, 2016the saratoga special

WORTH REPEATING
“He’s a ‘That’s not my job kind of guy.’ ”

Racetracker, about another racetracker

“It’s like paper mache.”
Trainer Eric Guillot, trying to find a word Sunday morning to describe  

Saturday’s Specials that got caught in the rainstorm/flood on the backside

“Does your barn getting hit by lightning change your luck?”
Trainer Rick Schosberg, looking on the bright side  

Sunday morning (it was a tree next to his barn, but still…)

“Throw blinkers on her and nobody will ever know.”
Trainer Gary Contessa, on a hiding a horse with a homely head

“Don’t get dirty Shaun.”
Valet John Milano, cheering on jockey Shaun Bridgmohan in the three-horse finale Sunday

“I got the triple.”
Milano after the three-horse finale Sunday

“The sire is going to be a very good stallion. We have two more. Hopefully, they’ll be good too.”
Alex Sano, son of trainer Antonio Sano, who won  

the Saratoga Special with Gunnevera, a son of Dialed In

“Jackpot.”
The Special’s Tom Law, upon seeing Sam Clancy’s key lime pie

here&there...at Saratoga

Stephanie Cowser (courtesy of Jimmy Moore)
Horse Lips. Cash offers a kiss to a horse (and people too) on the backside.

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Contact: Headley  c: 859.221.5108 
Price  c: 859.321.5117

millridge.com    nicoma.com

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Mill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge MomentsMill Ridge Moments John Stephen Hockensmith ©

http://embracetherace.com
http://millridge.com
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

Visit our website or
call 518.388.0174
to learn about the

advantages
of breeding
a registered
NY-BRED.

Sea Horse.

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

Nolan Clancy

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“I used to use a hackamore a lot, because I had guys who could gallop 
them in it, I could do anything years ago with the kids I had working 
for me. Jimmy Rhodes could do anything, a horse would run off with 
Gargantua, he’d hold him, somehow. Sensitive Prince was as hard to 
hold as any horse. We put the hackamore on him, he’d pull so hard even 
with the hackamore, his nose swelled up from it. I have had two or 
three horses if they want to run off, they’re going to run off with any-
body. Sensitive Prince came up to Saratoga and Rhodes couldn’t come 
up here, I thought maybe we could gallop him around Clare Court, so 
we galloped him on this little track the first day, rider came back, ‘piece 
of cake.’ The next day I heard this scream, he’s running off as fast as he 
could go. Imagine a horse as fast as him running off around that track.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 20

http://nybreds.com
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Frequently decked out in pink 
pants that coordinate with his pink 
and blue stable colors, it’s not diffi-
cult to spot trainer Tom Morley in the 
paddock. 

More difficult is locating his where-
abouts during training hours. Morley 
is ever occupied with directing traffic 
– horse and human – to and from his 
barn to the track and speaking with 
owners on the phone.

A 33-year-old Englishman based in 
New York, Morley opened his 2016 
Saratoga season with his first graded 
stakes win in the Grade 2 Honor-
able Miss Handicap with Haveyou-
goneaway. He’s won four races from 
11 starters through Monday and 
hopes for more from his barn the final 
18 days of the meet. 

Morley talked about speedy turf 
workouts, changing distances, horses 
that become crabby when deprived 
of mints and even long tongues as he 
went from stall to stall last week with 
The Special’s Annise Montplaisir. 

Bruce: The bay stood in the back of his stall, 
sticking his large pink tongue out and wiggling 
it around. “Vital part of the team, Standard-
bred, my pony. Everyone asks why I haven’t 
run him. He’s run plenty of times and that’s 
why he’s my pony. Enormously long tongue, 
as you can see, and a complete passion for 
mints. And rather a character out there be-
cause everyone wonders what on Earth I’m 
riding. The tongue is about two feet long.” 

Passporttovictory: New York-bred 
2-year-old Frost Giant filly is tethered to the 
back of her stall, dozing quietly. “She won a 
maiden special here a couple of weeks ago 
for New York-breds. Javier (Castellano) has 
ridden her twice and commented both times 
that she’s going to be better as she gets to 
go long. She did win going three quarters so 
we’ll point towards a 6 ½-furlong (Seeking the 
Ante Stakes) on the 26th for New York-bred 
two-year-old fillies. Kind of a cuckoo filly. She 
doesn’t do anything silly for three days and 
suddenly she jumps in the air, sticks her legs 
in four different directions and threatens to fall 
right on her backside. And then you don’t see 
anything out of her for another three or four 
days.” 

Via Frattina: Chestnut 2-year-old Street 
Cry filly strolled from the Oklahoma to the 
center of Morley’s walking area outside the 
barn during the tour. “Named after the main 
shopping strip in Rome, she worked extreme-
ly well, five-eighths on the turf last weekend. 
She’ll debut on the 21st here going long on 
the turf. Both of these fillies, Banner Wave and 
Via Frattina spend their life passed out, to be 
honest. That’s what good horses do. They’re 
growing, they train hard, they eat up and they 
rest for the rest of the day.” 

Aroma: Seventh in debut at Belmont July 
13, 3-year-old Lonhro filly entered in today’s 
sixth race going 1 1/16 miles on the grass. “I 
sprinted this filly first time on the grass at Bel-
mont because I thought that she had an awful 
lot of speed, but she was a little flat-footed 
away from the gate and she ran like a horse 
that wants to go long. She shows an awful lot 

in the morning, I want to see it in the after-
noon.” 

Yowl: Third in a July 24 starter allowance. 
“All the girls’ favorite. He’s a Tale of the Cat, a 
4-year-old gelding. He had a minor hiccup and 
his owner Anthony Warrender is a wonderful-
ly patient man and one of my bigger owners. 
Kudos to him for giving this horse as much 
time as he needed. We brought him back, he 
won a maiden first time off a very long layoff. 
He’ll run in the last book here, he’s starter el-
igible for the non-two starter 50 going long 
on the turf. He is literally like riding a Cadillac. 
(Morley’s wife Maggie) absolutely adored rid-
ing him. You can just sit there, she says it’s 
like going around on the back of a sofa. He’s 
a complete dude to be around and a big hap-
py fella to be around. He loves a cuddle and 
gets pissed off if somebody else is being fed a 
mint. He’s a mint addict.”

Le Grand Warrior: Sprawled out flat in his 
stall, 2-year-old Majestic Warrior colt finished 
ninth in July 28 debut. “He’d shown plenty 
of speed in his breezes, but he also has a big 
springy action. There’s not much turf in his 
pedigree but I worked him on the turf and he 
worked nicely at the weekend, so he’ll come 
back on the turf. He may be a horse that needs 
to go a little bit further, but at the moment he’s 
going to stay sprinting, it will help him get 
stronger. This is the position you can find him 
in a lot of the day. (Saratoga is) a good place 
for 2-year-olds. They eat well and they sleep a 
lot, unlike their trainer who doesn’t sleep a lot.”

Haveyougoneaway: Five-year-old chest-
nut daughter of Congrats is tied to the back of 
her stall dozing. “She won the Honorable Miss, 
beat a very good filly in Paulassilverlining. The 
two of them were 12 lengths clear of the third. 

It was a really good horse race between two 
really good horses. They went ding-dong the 
length of the stretch. As a racing fan it was 
probably a great race to watch. As a trainer of 
one of them it was very nerve-wracking. The 
whole way down the lane I thought we were 
going to run a very good second to a very 
good filly. She’ll come back in the Ballerina, all 
being well. You just try and not get in her way 
too much, the really good ones do it for you.”

Kiss The Toad: Two-year-old colt by Ex-
change Rate finished third in a 1 1/16-mile 
maiden on the turf Aug. 13. “We ran a real-
ly good fourth on the dirt down at Belmont. 
An angle I’m fond of is giving them a race on 
the dirt, which is the surface they’re used to 
breezing over so when you put them on the 
turf they’re just a little more professional. He 
got that name because he was a bit of an ugly 
yearling, and so the owner Michele Moroni 
said ‘If you think he’s ugly I shall call him Kiss 
The Toad and he will turn into a prince.’ And I 
was like ‘I presume you’re joking.’ The Jockey 
Club papers came and he’s actually called Kiss 
the Toad.” 

Aktabantay: A Group 3 stakes winner in 
Europe before coming to the U.S. in 2015, 
4-year-old bay Oasis Dream colt finished third 
in Parx allowance-optional June 27 in most 
recent start. “He won the (Group 3) Solario 
Stakes as a 2-year-old in England, and then 
he slightly lost his way as a 3-year-old, he 
got beat 6 lengths by Gleneagles in the St. 
James’s Palace. He came to me at the end of 
his 3-year-old career. He’d been running over 
a mile in Europe and I tried to go a mile with 
him here and he just ran flat at the end of his 
races. We needed to change something up 
and see if he was a sprinter. He won a graded 
race in England as a sprinter, so we ran him in 

with Tom Morley 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special 
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer. 

http://fasigtipton.com
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Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

a 5-furlong race at Parx and in two more strides 
he’d have won. We’re going to start sprinting 
him from now on. We’ll get him ready for Bel-
mont and the 6- and 7-furlong races.” 

Brother O’Connell: Winner of allow-
ance-optional going 1 mile at Suffolk Downs 
Aug. 6. “A Giant’s Causeway New York-bred of 
Donegal’s. He’s been an awesome horse to have 
around this year. He’s won three races this year, 
both his state-bred a-other-thans and he won 
at Suffolk Downs. He’ll point to the West Point 
August 26 for New York-breds, a race that will 
have a lot of class.” As Morley walked to the 
next stall, Brother O’Connell grabbed a plastic 
bag sticking from a grooming box on a hay 
bale and dumped the contents onto the ground. 
“Nice, brother, nice,” Morley said.  

Ardmore Bay: New York-bred 2-year-old by 
Bluegrass Cat is 2-for-2 after victory in Tyro 
Stakes at Monmouth Park Aug. 7. “He’s done 
nothing but impress me. Kudos to my assis-
tant Sarah O’Brien who bought this horse in 
Florida this winter. Brought him along, got 
him going. I tried to buy him off her myself 
and she said I didn’t have enough money. So 
I found somebody with more money than I did, 
so The Elkstone Group bought him. In his first 
start he broke half a step slow but (jockey John 
Velazquez) said ‘I just moved my hands a tiny 
bit and he took off with me.’ He’ll point to the 
With Anticipation at the end of the meet.” 

Athena’s Aegis: Three-year-old Acclamation 
filly broke her maiden in third start at Saratoga 
Aug. 12. “A very fast filly who was bought at 
the Tattersalls Craven breeze-up sale last year, 
owned by Linda Juckett. She’s very fast, she ran 
an extremely good second on debut at Belmont. 
I knew that once we got her onto the grass we’d 
see a different side of her. She just got a bit of a 
sticky trip on her second start.”

Stefan O’Eishan (name pending): “He’s a 
Northern Afleet of Donegal Racing’s. He’s a big, 
backward 2-year-old whose last two pieces of 
work have been extremely encouraging. He’s 
still learning his trade, he’s still a big baby. He’s 
probably still a little way away from running, but 
he certainly needs to be here in training with the 
caliber of 2-year-olds we’ve got up here now. I 
wouldn’t expect him to show too much until lat-
er in the fall when he’ll debut. The plan is to get 
a race into him in September and try and break 
his maiden in October.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

thisishorseracing.com

http://fairhilletc.com
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BY TOM LAW
Ben Colebrook may or may not get what he’s 

been thinking about for a long time for China 
Grove in today’s $100,000 Bolton Landing Stakes 
at Saratoga Race Course. 

Turf was in Colebrook’s thoughts from the early 
stages of the 2-year-old City Zip filly’s career, even 
after she broke her maiden in a 4 ½-furlong dash 
on the dirt on the second-to-last day of the Keene-
land spring meeting. Colebrook thought big after 
that victory, as in Royal Ascot big, before getting a 
little more realistic and opting for a lucrative stakes 
on the dirt at Belmont Park. Linzay Marks

China Grove ships in from Kentucky for today’s Bolton Landing turf stakes for 2-year-old fillies.

Turf Try
China Grove tackles 
turf for Colebrook

BOLTON LANDING STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 12 

http://darbydan.com
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http://xpressbet.com
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“I kicked around the idea of going 
to Royal Ascot with her, but it was 
more realistic to keep her in Ameri-
ca and run her in the Astoria,” Cole-
brook said as he prepared to catch 
a flight from Lexington’s Bluegrass 
Airport to Albany Tuesday afternoon. 
“We didn’t get very far along with 
that, the owners nixed that pretty 
quick. They were wanting to stay in 
America and it made more sense, so 
I guess you could say we didn’t really 
kick it around too much.”

China Grove ran in the $197,000 
Astoria two days before the Belmont 
Stakes and ran well. She handled the 
commotion of the paddock – where 
several fillies acted up and one needed 
to be scratched after rearing up and 
flipping – and finished second behind 
Bode’s Dream despite stumbling bad-
ly a few jumps out of the gate.

Colebrook and owners K.K. and 
Mike Ball, who bred the filly at 
Donamire Farm in Lexington, took 
the next step with China Grove af-
ter the Astoria and stayed closer to 
home for the Debutante at Churchill 
Downs. Favored at 3-1 on the closing 
day Downs After Dark card, China 
Grove finished eighth of 10. 

“I think I ran her back too quick 
at Churchill,” Colebrook said. “It 
was night racing, and the other thing 

was she was maybe a little too close 
to the pace. The filly that ended up 
winning it, the Tapit filly (Pretty City 
Dancer), came up on her outside and 
kind of ran by her, it was looking like 
she was making a pretty good move 
to that point. I don’t know if she ever 
had a horse run by her, maybe it kind 
of spooked her and she just stopped 
running for a bit or what.”

Colebrook drew a line through the 
performance, kept her on the work 
tab and started looking for opportu-
nities on the turf. 

One race that showed up was the 
$60,000 Colleen Stakes at Mon-
mouth Park Aug. 6. China Grove was 
entered in the 5 ½-furlong turf sprint, 
but never made the trip from Cole-
brook’s base at Keeneland.

Red Lodge, who also trains at 
Keeneland with Wesley Ward and is a 
regular workmate for unbeaten Royal 
Ascot stakes winner Lady Aurelia, did 
make the trip from Lexington. She 
made quick work of the four oppo-
nents that did show up and won by 3 
1/2 lengths in 1:02.98, just .23 off the 
course record.

Colebrook hopes he made the right 
move skipping the Colleen in favor of 
the Bolton Landing, which attracted 
nine others at entry time. One of the 
nine is Made Me Shiver, fourth as the 
beaten favorite in the Schuylerville 
Stakes and entered main track only. 

More thunderstorms were forecast 

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 10

Continued On Page 13 

Tod Marks
Saratoga winner Kissin Cassie breaks from the outside in the Bolton Landing.

HARVEY’S
restaurant & Bar

Saratoga’s Most Popular
Rooftop Terrace

www.harveyspub.com

Fan-Voted Best Bar Overall!
Best Wings! | Best Pub Fare!

14 Phila St,. Saratoga Springs NY, 12866
518.583.0003

http://harveyspub.com
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Winners 
are made 
in the morning.

Bona Venture Stables, Offering Affordable Racing Partnerships.

For information contact: 
dfcollins@bonaventurestables.com 
or visit us on the web at: www.bonaventurestables.com

© Bona Venture Stables 2016      Photo: © Adam Mooshian 2016

for late Tuesday and if a significant 
amount of rain fell in the evening 
into Wednesday morning the Bolton 
Landing could be moved to the main 
track. 

“If it comes off you’ll have to see 
who comes out,” Colebrook said. 
“Asmussen’s filly (Made Me Shiver) 
draws in. I guess my preference would 
be to have it stay on and then we can 
at least see if it does move her up on 
grass. It looks like a pretty competi-
tive race, look like there’s five or six 
of them that can maybe win it.

“I entered in that race at Monmouth 
and to be honest that race might be a 
little tougher than this race. Wesley’s 
other filly, Red Lodge, that’s one I 
knew was going but we did enter to 
see what the race looked like. I’ve been 
watching her work with Lady Aurelia 
at Keeneland every time, so keeping 
up with her I didn’t think I wanted to 
tangle with her for $60,000. She ran 
huge, just a tick off the track record 
at Monmouth. We were happy to not 
go there. Now we’ll see if we made the 

right decision.”
Big City Dreamin, a former Ward 

trainee who made a trip to England 
where she was sold and competed at 
the Royal Ascot meeting, is the 2-1 
favorite for the Bolton Landing. A 
daughter of the Medaglia d’Oro stal-
lion Iqbaal, who sold for $675,000 
as a yearling and stands privately 
at Ward’s farm in Florida, Big City 
Dreamin broke her maiden in the first 
race of the Keeneland spring meet go-
ing 4 1/2 furlongs on the dirt. 

Ward entered her in the Goffs 
London horses in training sale prior 
to the Royal Ascot meeting and she 
sold for £200,000 to Sol Kumin. She 
raced in Kumin’s light blue and pink 
colors when 16th in the Windsor Cas-
tle Stakes the day after the sale before 
rebounding stateside with a victory in 
an allowance-optional July 14 at Pr-
esque Isle Downs. 

Big City Dreamin will be ridden by 
the meet’s leading rider, Irad Ortiz Jr., 
for the meet’s leading trainer, Chad 
Brown. 

The field also includes the Ward-
trained Con Te Partiro, Schuylerville 
eighth Inspired Flight, Truthful, Jazz 
Lady, Lull, Heartspoke and Kissin 
Cassie. 

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 12

http://bonaventurestables.com
http://twinspires.com


14 Wednesday, august 17, 2016the saratoga special

Wednesday, August 17.

1ST (1:00PM). $65,000, ALW, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M (HURDLE)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hardrock Eleven ............. B. Crowley ....................... P. Fout ........................ 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Personal Start ................ B. Dalton .......................... R. Valentine .................. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Reporter ......................... K. Norris .......................... P. Fout ........................ 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Duke of Medina (IRE) ..... R. Geraghty ..................... C. Murphy .................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Blue Atlantic ................... P. Young .......................... L. Young ....................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Berland (IRE) ................. G. Dahl ............................ E. Voss ......................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Boogie Feeva .................. W. McCarthy .................... T. Wyatt ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Unsinkable (IRE) ............ J. Doyle ........................... E. Voss ......................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Detroit Blues (GB) .......... S. McDermott .................. R. Hendriks .................. 9-2

2ND (1:33PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Jademarie ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... D. Donk ........................ 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Broadway Music Gal ...... J. Torres .......................... C. Englehart .................. 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Stolen Victory ................ A. Arroyo ......................... G. Sciacca .................. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Spa Town Parade ........... J. Davis ............................ E. Jones ..................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lutheran Miss ................ J. Ortiz ............................. J. Servis ....................... 6-5
6  ..... 6 ............Shakesperian Dream ...... K. Carmouche .................. G. Sciacca .................... 9-2

3RD (2:06PM). $73,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Wild With Style .............. J. Velazquez ..................... L. O’Brien ..................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............John’s Catnip ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. D’Alessandro ......... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Storm the Tower ............ J. Ortiz ............................. B. Brown ...................... 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Askfor Forgiveness ........ J. Lezcano ....................... I. Wilkes ....................... 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............Cashconsiderations ........ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 9-5
6  ..... 6 ............Palladian Bridge ............. S. Bridgmohan ................ M. Dilger ...................... 9-2

4TH (2:40PM). $93,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............All in Fun ........................ J. Castellano .................... C. McGaughey III ......... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Akatea (IRE) ................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 8-5
3  ..... 3 ............My Cara Mia ................... P. Lopez ........................... M. Friedman ................. 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Darling Sky .................... E. Rivera .......................... R. Reid, Jr. ................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Industrial Policy ............. F. Geroux ......................... M. Casse ...................... 5-2

5TH (3:14PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Ussery’s Alley ................. J. Velazquez ..................... N. Zito .......................... 8-1
1a  .... 8 ............Choir Director ................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. N. Zito .......................... 8-1
2  ..... 1 ............Will Did It ....................... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ....................... 6-1
3  ..... 2 ............Kohlhase ........................ M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
4  ..... 3 ............Enduring Warrior ........... S. Bridgmohan ................ B. Cox .......................... 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Justalittlebitmore ........... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Hushion .................. 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Sambrook Edge .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Romans ................. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Stone ............................. J. Lezcano ....................... I. Wilkes ..................... 15-1
8  ..... 9 ............Tea and Cricket ............... A. Arroyo ......................... T. Bush ....................... 20-1
9  ..... 10 ..........Sugar Trip ...................... J. Castellano .................... E. Kenneally .................. 2-1

6TH (3:48PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 8 ............Above the Mark .............. L. Saez ............................. T. Albertrani .................. 8-1
1a  .... MTO ......Opined ........................... L. Saez ............................. K. McLaughlin .............. 8-1
2  ..... 1 ............Renown .......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Arnold, II................ 15-1
3  ..... 2 ............Street Strut .................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 6-1
4  ..... 3 ............Crystal Wave .................. J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................. 10-1
5  ..... 4 ............Tisbury ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Dilger .................... 15-1
6  ..... 5 ............Giovanna Blues .............. J. Velazquez ..................... M. Dickinson ................ 2-1
7  ..... 6 ............Short Squeeze ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ B. Lynch ..................... 12-1
8  ..... 7 ............Llanita (GB) .................... F. Geroux ......................... C. Brown ...................... 9-5
9  ..... MTO ......Spicy Temper ................. J. Castellano .................... E. Kenneally .................. 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Aroma ............................ K. Carmouche .................. T. Morley .................... 20-1

7TH (4:24PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... MTO ......Evolution ........................ . Rider TBA ...................... D. Cannizzo .................. 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Entertainer ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Moquett ................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Grand Candy .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Lord of Love ................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Hertler ...................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Moon River .................... F. Geroux ......................... B. Walsh ....................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Cort ................................ J. Velazquez ..................... G. Weaver..................... 8-5
7  ..... MTO ......Global Positioning .......... . Rider TBA ...................... N. Chatterpaul .............. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Alerta ............................. F. Arrieta .......................... C. Johnson ................. 20-1
9  ..... MTO ......Magna Light ................... . Rider TBA ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 2-1
10..... 10 ..........Dr. Dorr .......................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Baffert ...................... 8-1

8TH (5:02PM). $56,000, CLM $32,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 7 ............Transparent .................... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Jacobson ................. 9-5
1a  .... 8 ............Indycott .......................... J. Bravo ........................... D. Jacobson ................. 9-5
2  ..... 1 ............Praetereo ....................... M. Franco ........................ S. Klesaris .................. 20-1
3  ..... 2 ............Wizardly ......................... J. Castellano .................... R. Schosberg ............. 10-1
4  ..... 3 ............Don Dulce ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ B. Levine ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 4 ............Derby Glass .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen .............. 10-1
6  ..... 5 ............Lucky Lotto .................... E. Cancel .......................... E. Barker ...................... 4-1
7  ..... 6 ............Tarpy’s Surprise ............. L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................... 9-2

9TH (5:40PM). $100,000, STK - THE BOLTON LANDING, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Big City Dreamin ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Con Te Partiro ................ J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-1
3  ..... MTO ......Made Me Shiver ............. . Rider TBA ...................... S. Asmussen ................ 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Inspired Flight ................ F. Lynch ........................... P. Schoenthal ............. 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Truthful .......................... F. Geroux ......................... S. Asmussen ................ 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Jazz Lady ....................... L. Saez ............................. W. Calhoun ................. 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lull ................................. M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Heartspoke ..................... E. Baird ............................ L. Rivelli ....................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............China Grove ................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Colebrook ................ 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Kissin Cassie .................. D. Davis ........................... E. Barker .................... 30-1

10TH (6:17PM). $37,000, MCL $20,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Master Magician ............ M. Franco ........................ N. Zito ........................ 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Hot Squad ...................... P. Lopez ........................... A. Adsit ...................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Tree Top Lover (GB) ....... J. Bravo ........................... D. Jacobson ............... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Chomsky ........................ J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Rydell ............................. S. Bridgmohan ................ M. Aro ........................ 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Gorgeous Charli ............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Dilger .................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Sunshine Sperry ............ L. Saez ............................. G. Contessa ................ 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Persuasion ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Greyjoy ........................... J. Davis ............................ C. Martin ...................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Black Doblin ................... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Parker ..................... 30-1
11..... 11 ..........Alien Gray ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. I. Wilkes ..................... 12-1
12..... 12 ..........Lubsen ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 9-2
13..... 13 ..........Two Putt ......................... F. Geroux ......................... G. Arnold, II................ 20-1

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

WEDNESDAY SARATOGA ENTRIES
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Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

I realized when Tracy first walked into my Belmont office 12 
years ago that she had a great idea.  Every detail I threw out, 
she had covered and has continued to develop and create an 
amazing program.

 –  Linda Rice
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TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
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Peter Smith ( British, b. 1949)

“Cree Lodge String” by Peter Smith, Oil on Canvas, 26” x 36”

Featured Artists:
Christine M. Cancelli, Heather St. Clair Davis, Kathleen Friedenberg, Booth Malone, 
Leland Neff, Peter Smith, Andrea Steiner, Roman Szolkowski, Larry Dodd Wheeler

Christine M. Cancelli
Equestrian & Sporting Art Exhibition at the Hampton Inn & Suites

August 1st - August 28th • Open Daily: 9:00 am  - 7:00 pm
25 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs • Saratoga A & B Rooms • (732) 503 -7944

Breaking  •  Training  •  Sales
Donna Freyer

Camden, SC
803-243-4848

djfreyer@bellsouth.net
www.customcareequine.com

Boomerang Toy Wins Monday

Sussie Raisher

Donna Freyer    P. O. Box 2254   Camden, SC 29020   
 (803) 243-4848   www.customcareequine.com

Congratulations 
 to longtime clients  

NEWMAN RACING
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on the success of  
New York-bred  

Female Sprinter finalist 

Tricky Zippy
∏
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BY TOM LAW
Rudy Rodriguez greeted a first-time visitor to 

the paddock Monday afternoon at Saratoga Race 
Course as he watched Jules N Rome and Literata 
circle a pine tree not far from the paddock bar and 
the walkway to the racetrack. 

The initial topic of conversation was not about 
the pair’s chances in the upcoming $100,000 Sara-
toga Dew Stakes, or even if Rodriguez shared an 
affiliation with the gray filly or the chestnut mare, 
but about the Travers Stakes. 

Virginia Gillis, an equestrian from Connecti-
cut who galloped horses growing up at the now 
defunct Detroit Race Course, was curious if she Susie Raisher

Jules N Rome streaks toward the finish to win Monday’s Saratoga Dew Stakes.

Sales Pitch
Rodriguez makes fan  
before taking down 
Monday feature race

SARATOGA DEW STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 17 

http://customcareequine.com
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SHEETSSHEETS
Sunrise Stallion 

ALERTA
3YO Gelding by Big Brown

Wednesday, Race 7
Carlos Johnson, Owner & Trainer

Paul Pompa Jr.,  Breeder

Picks of the Day
BIG BROWN • FROST GIANT • HEAVY BREATHING

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

should make the trip back to Saratoga 
for the meeting’s signature race in less 
than two week’s time. 

“You’ve got to come back for the 
Travers; it’ll be great, crowded but 
worth it,” Rodriguez said, finishing 
his Chamber of Commerce-worthy 
pitch as Javier Castellano walked up. 

“Oh, do you have an entry in this 
race?” Gillis asked. 

“I have two, the 9 and 10,” Rodri-
guez said. “Both outside.”

Literata’s and Jules N Rome’s 
outside draw in the field of 10 New 
York-bred fillies and mares was cer-
tainly one of the biggest obstacles fac-
ing Rodriguez as he looked to add his 
third stakes and eighth victory of the 
meet. Jules N Rome and Castellano 
drew the widest and would need the 
trip to help her connections add an-
other win.

Rodriguez kept it simple with his 
pre-race instructions.

“Not really, Javier knows what to 
do,” Rodriguez said when asked if he 
gave any instructions. “I usually don’t 

give any instructions to the jockeys, 
just let them do what they want. 
They’re pretty smart jockeys. I’m just 
trying to bring the horses the best way 
I can. If it works it works. If not we’ll 
regroup and try something else.”

Rodriguez won’t need to regroup 
anytime soon with Jules N Rome, 
who overcame her wide draw and 
relatively wide trip throughout to win 
the Saratoga Dew by 1 ¾ lengths from 
pacesetter Isabelle with Jc’s Shooting 

Star another 1 ½ lengths back and 9-5 
favorite Flipcup fourth. 

“I was concerned a little bit about 
the post,” Castellano said. “Having a 
bad post with 10 horses at a mile-and-
an-eighth, it’s going to be hard. I rode 
her not go too wide in the first turn, 
not to lose ground. At the same time, 
I don’t want to use her too much be-
cause it’s a mile-and-an-eighth, that’s 
a long distance. 

“Those kind of things, you have 
to use your best judgment in the first 
turn. Today it worked out great. Keep 
her in a good spot in the race, and 
then on the backside just to give her a 
little break, not use her too much, just 
find that last kick, and she did. The 
horse responded so well today.”

Jules N Rome caught Rodriguez’s 
eye last year and he considered 
dropping a claim for the 4-year-old 
Dunkirk filly when she was entered 
for a $40,000 tag in early December. 
Danny Gargan and Midwest Thor-
oughbreds claimed her that day from 
MeB Racing Stables, Brooklyn Boyz 
Stables and trainer Dominick Schet-
tino. Jules N Rome won two of her 
first three starts for her new connec-

Saratoga Dew –
 Continued from page 16

Susie Raisher
Jules N Rome exits the winner’s circle.

Continued On Page 18 

http://sunrisestallions.com
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tions – both against open company in 
two-turn races at Aqueduct – before a 
fifth in the 1-mile Critical Eye against 
state-breds around one turn. 

Off for two months after that ef-
fort, Jules N Rome resurfaced the first 
Wednesday of the Saratoga meet for a 
$62,500 tag. 

“When she was in for 40 we want-
ed to claim her, but a couple of the 
owners tell us, ‘she didn’t have the 
numbers,’ ” Rodriguez said. “We al-
ways liked her. When they put her 
back in for $62,500, we talked to 
Michael Dubb and he said, ‘take her.’ 
That’s why he’s in the game, and he 
is what he is. He never says no, you 
know? He likes to claim horses, we 
took a chance and it worked. He’s 
probably one of the best owners in 
the game, he doesn’t regret, he likes 
the action and everything worked out 
good.”

Jules N Rome won for a $50,000 
tag last year at Saratoga going 9 fur-
longs and most of her better races 
were in two-turn races. 

“She’s a nice looking filly that can 
go long,” Rodriguez said. “She’s nev-
er really run a bad race. We’re look-
ing for consistent horses and sound 
horses. We got lucky that she’s nice 
and sound. Dominick Schettino did a 
good job to keep her sound and then 
Danny Gargan kept her sound, too. 
We’ve just tried to make her happy.”

Rodriguez rides many of his horses 
in the morning and he got on Jules N 
Rome a few times in her two weeks 
of training between the claim and the 
Saratoga Dew. 

He especially likes to get aboard 
when they’re approaching a race, he 
said. 

He did use some of his knowl-
edge of the filly, and with some of his 
past experience riding races, with his 
last-minute instructions to Castellano 
in the paddock. 

“I had to save ground the first turn 
to cover her up a little bit, and I think 
that was the key to winning the race,” 
Castellano said. “Once I put her back 
outside turning for home she really re-
sponded and took it to the field. Rudy 
told me it was a tricky post, being 
way outside, and not to use too much 
horse in getting position so she would 
have something left at the end.”

Saratoga Dew –
 Continued from page 17

Fort Christopher’s 
 Racing Stable

winners circle 
The trip to the  

starts here...

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds, LLC
 3093 County Route 46  •  Fort Edward, New York 12828  (15 min. to Saratoga Race Track) 

Inquiries to Owner: Christopher M. shelli  518-858-1790  •  email: info@fortchristophers.com

Experience the unmatched feeling of excitement 
in owning a thoroughbred racehorse.

Racing Partnerships Now Forming, Join Us Today in the Winners Circle! 

Fort Christopher’s thoroughbreds is proud to offer the following services:
Boarding • Layups • Rehabilitation • Sales • Bloodstock Services • Horse Transportation 

file:
http://lgbloodstock.com
http://trfinc.org/golf
http://fortchristophers.com
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From start to finish...30 years running!From start to finish...30 years running!

Saturday, October 8, 2016
Post Time 7:05 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic
And the Breeders Classics Races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
wvbcmbn@frontier.com  •  www.wvbc.com

P.O. Box 1251 • Charles Town,WV 25414 • 304-725-0709
CAROL HOLDEN - PRES. • THERESA BITNER - EXEC. SEC.

SAM HUFF - CHAIRMAN EMERITUSTV Coverage on Fox Sports Network, Comcast Mid-Atlantic & TVG2

 

Loose On The Town looked like an up and com-
ing stakes prospect for trainer Brian Lynch and 
owners Jim and Susan Hill last year at Saratoga 
Race Course. He broke his maiden at first asking, 
winning at Belmont Park in late June and then 
finished second in an allowance at Saratoga Aug. 
1. Happy with his efforts, Loose On The Town’s 
connections tried the Grade 1 King’s Bishop for his 
third start. Susie Raisher

Loose On The Town (second from left) charges toward the line to win Monday’s seventh race.

Back  
on Track

Loose On The Town 
rebounds from defeats, 
physical issues to score

MONDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 20 

http://wvbc.com
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“He broke his maiden nicely and 
then he was a very good second in his 
second start and looked like he prob-
ably got unlucky that day not to be 
2-for-2,” Lynch said. “You’ve only 
got an opportunity to run 3-year-olds 
against their own age for a certain 
amount of time throughout the year 
and he seemed like he was in good 
order.”

Loose On The Town finished last, 
35 3/4 lengths behind Runhappy, in 
the King’s Bishop. He went on the 
shelf until late November, when he 
finished sixth and 13 3/4 lengths back 
in an Aqueduct allowance. Only af-
ter that race did Lynch discover what 
was bothering his once-precocious 
son of Speightstown.

“He had a slight hairline fracture 
and we didn’t really pick it up until 
after the Aqueduct race,” Lynch said. 
“He was sound on it, but he was ob-
viously feeling it in his races, so we 
gave him plenty of time off and got 
him over that and it was good to see 
him back in the form he was today.”

Loose On The Town was off a 
step slow in Monday’s seventh race, 
a 6-furlong allowance, but acceler-
ated between horses to track dueling 
leaders Portando and Royal Asset. 
Entering the turn, Portando went 
on, prompting Loose On The Town 
to move up and apply pressure to his 
outside through a :22.45 quarter.

Loose On The Town took the lead 
at the midway point of the turn and 
was confronted by Delta Outlaw, 
who mounted a three-wide bid. Pass-
ing the half in :45.89 and kicking for 
home, Loose On The Town opened 
a 1 1/2-length advantage with a fur-
long to run. He extended the mar-
gin to 2 1/2 under Jose Ortiz urging 
nearing the wire, stopping the clock 
in 1:10.41.

“His workouts had been very, very 
solid, so we knew that he was back on 
track,” Lynch said of the gelding who 
worked a bullet half-mile in :46.46 
Aug. 9. “The Hills have been very pa-
tient. They laid him up on their farm 
and routinely X-rayed him before we 
even started back to make sure every-
thing was good with him. Sometimes 
they get better as they get older, let’s 
hope he’s going to take us in that di-
rection.”

Jim Hill was delighted to be in the 
Saratoga winner’s circle. 

“You talk about the boutique 
tracks. We’ve never been to Del Mar, 
but winning at Saratoga or Keene-
land, there’s nothing like it,” he said. 
“We’re Canadians, but we really try 
to point and win at these boutique 
meets. It’s really exciting.”

The Hills purchased Loose On 
The Town for $200,000 at the 2013 
Keeneland September yearling sale. 
They gave the horse to Lynch, who 
they’ve enjoyed a long relationship 
with over the years.

“Brian trained quite a bit at Wood-
bine, so we knew him there,” Jim 
said. “I like the relationship with a 
trainer. We’re not going to tell him 
how to train, but I like to work as 
equals, so we throw ideas back and 
forth and like to talk about races. 

“Not every trainer is receptive to 
the owners having that much input, 
but Brian is. He’s very tolerant, we 
have a really good relationship, he’s 
very hands on and I have complete 
confidence in his ability to look out 
for the horses and it shows. We run 
more older horses as a percentage of 

our stable than most owners in North 
America and I think a big part of that 
is what Brian does.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Less than a year after saddling 
her first starter, Carol Fisher earned a 
trip to the Saratoga winner’s circle for 
the first time after the well-traveled 
gelding Hurry Up Alan won the sixth. 

Claimed four times this year before 
Fisher dropped a $25,000 claim for 
the 7-year-old Southern Image geld-
ing at Belmont Park June 24, Hurry 
Up Alan closed strongly to win the 
1 1/16-mile state-bred claiming race 
by 4 lengths. He was claimed again 
Monday, going to Jeremiah Englehart 
for $25,000. 

“I had my eye on him for a while 
and I finally got him,” Fisher said 
about Hurry Up Alan as she walked 
under the grandstand after the race. 
“He’s actually been one of my favor-
ite horses that I’ve been around on the 
New York circuit. It’s pretty cool to 
win with him.”

Hurry Up Alan is popular because 
he’s consistent. He was only off the 
board once in his seven starts this 

year prior to Monday’s victory. 
“In the barn he’s a happy horse, 

he’s very professional,” she said. “He 
can be a little tough to train so I’ve 
been lucky to have a lot of help. He’s 
actually one I don’t gallop because he 
can be a little tough; I have to pony 
him. Getting him fit and happy, it’s 
the No. 1 thing.”

Paco Lopez also picked up his first 
win of the meeting aboard Hurry Up 
Alan and Fisher said the jockey’s style 
matched gelding’s running style. 

“I thought Paco would fit this 
horse very well because in a lot of his 
previous races it looks like he likes to 
hang a bit and Paco’s a strong finish-
er,” Fisher said. “He’s pretty fearless 
so I thought he’d fit him good, and he 
did. Someone like me starting out, I 
feel like it’s good to pick a jock that’s 
going to try hard for you. Not neces-
sarily the No. 1 jock in the standings, 
but someone who’s going to try for 
you and that you have a good rela-
tionship with.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• Time Squared delighted her local 
connections with a victory for trainer 
Bruce Brown and owners Epona Rac-
ing and Dark Horse Racing Stable in 
the ninth. Stretched out to 9 furlongs 
for the first time, the 3-year-old Mid-
night Lute filly broke her maiden in 
her first start for a claiming tag. 

“We’re Saratoga-based and we 
bred this filly so it’s very, very satis-
fying seeing her get to the winner’s 
circle up here,” said Brian Culnan of 
Epona Racing. “It’s actually too bad, 
this filly’s mother is one of my favor-
ites and unfortunately we lost her and 
this was her only foal. They had to 
put her down foaling a couple years 
ago, so to see her only foal make it 
to the winner’s circle up here is pretty 
special.”

Time Squared is out of the Success-
ful Appeal mare Annual Appeal, who 
won or placed in nine of 14 starts 
for Epona and Brown. Time Squared 
won in her eighth start, for a $40,000 
tag, dropping from maiden special to 
maiden claiming company. Ridden by 
Jose Ortiz, Time Squared won by a 
half-length from Jennifer’s Legacy as 
the 2-1 favorite.

“We’ve come a long way with this 
filly and it’s even better with Saratoga 
owners to win up here,” Brown said. 

– Shayna Tiller

Susie Raisher
Time Squared digs in late to win Monday’s ninth race.

Monday –
 Continued from page 19
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It PAY$ to Race 
Delaware Certified!

DELAWARETHOROUGHBRED
HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

is the founder and proud sponsor
of the DCTP.

*25% owner bonus; 25% certifier bonus

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd.  Wilmington, DE 19804
302-994-2398 tel • 302-994-3392 fax

email: dctp@dtha.com • website: www.dtha.com

The Delaware Bred or Certified Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) owners receive 25% of purse share for the
first, second and third place finishers in overnight races and stakes ($7,500 cap on stake race bonuses).

DCTP earnings are paid to owners with purse money and are considered part of the horse’s official earnings.
Delaware Bred or Certified are preferred in all races, if condition eligible.

At the end of each month, DCTP certifiers receive their cumulative bonuses of 25% 
of any first, second or third place earnings.

Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes
Purses $75,000 each, FREE nominations.

Closing Monday, August 29, 2016 • To be run Saturday, September 10, 2016 
Contact Delaware Park Stakes Coordinator Lenny Rera at 302-994-2521 ext. 7225

To find out if your horse is Delaware Certified or for more information about the Delaware 
Certified Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP link
to download an application or to find a list of participating Delaware farms. From the 

website you can also check to see if your horse of racing age is Delaware Certified.

The Small Wonder
For Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The First State Dash
For Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff 
For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

The New Castle
For Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

DCTP Full Page Ad 2015-Mid-Atlantic_Layout 1  7/11/15  2:26 PM  Page 1

http://dtha.com
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Monday August 15.

FIRST $55,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3&UP, 5 1/2F
8 End Play L. Saez $11.00 $4.40 $2.40
9 Decent J. Castellano  $3.10 $2.20
7 Ross J Dawg I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.20
B Colt 2013, by Cape Blanco (IRE) - Run Rosie by Cherokee Run
Owner: Sullimar Stable. Trainer: Tom Bush. Breeder: Mary A Sullivan 
(KY). Late Scratches: Pawleys Express, Money Changer. Time: 1:03.74. 
Exacta (8-9), $27.80; Superfecta (8-9-7-6), $225.40; Trifecta (8-9-7), 
$45.20

SECOND $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
8 Boomerang Toy M. Franco $3.90 $2.50 $2.10
6 Roman Revival I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.40 $2.90
1 Kiner’s Korner L. Saez   $4.90
B Gelding 2012, by A. P. Warrior - Duty With Pay by Act of Duty
Owner: Sheila-Matt Stable. Trainer: Charlton Baker. 
Breeder: Family Broodmares IV (FL). Late Scratches: Text Me
Time: 1:11.49
Daily Double (8-8), $24.20; Exacta (8-6), $10.60; Quinella (6-8), $6.40; 
Superfecta (8-6-1-5), $298.00; Trifecta (8-6-1), $57.00

THIRD $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
7 Christening I. Ortiz, Jr. $20.40 $7.60 $3.80
5 Paz the Bourbon J. Rosario  $3.30 $2.30
6 Stonecoldfox J. Castellano   $2.40
Ch Filly 2014, by Girolamo - Water of Life by Hennessy
Owner: Moirano, John L., Achenbaum, William, Foss, Monty and 
Wecker, Steven.  Trainer: Gary Contessa. Breeder: Patrick Davis (NY).
Time: 1:12.05
Daily Double (8-7), $52.50; Exacta (7-5), $55.50; Superfecta (7-5-6-2), 
$805.00; Trifecta (7-5-6), $117.00; Pic 3 (8-8-7), $178.00

FOURTH $25,000, WCL $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
7 Richie’s Rich J. Ortiz $4.70 $3.00 $2.20
4 Street Spice F. Geroux  $3.40 $2.50
3 Blame Jim I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.50
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Forestry - Celestial Star by Kissin Kris
Owner: Riccio, James, A.. Trainer: Michelle Nevin. 
Breeder: David J. Lanzman Racing, Inc. &Vista Racing Stable (KY).
Late Scratches: Seve, Dean Verdile
Claimed: Richie’s Rich claimed by Shaw, Martin P. for $12,500, Street 
Spice claimed by McGrath, Anthony for $12,500, Blame Jim claimed by 
Rodriguez, Rudy R. for $12,500. Time: 1:10.98
Daily Double (7-7), $60.50; Exacta (7-4), $14.80; Quinella (4-7), $9.20; 
Superfecta (7-4-3-2), $120.00; Trifecta (7-4-3), $33.00; Pic 3 (8-7-7), 
$175.50

FIFTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 5 1/2F
2 Beat the Benchmark J. Ortiz $10.00 $5.60 $3.80
4 Love and Lemons L. Saez  $6.40 $3.80
9 Fly Swift I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.00
Ch Filly 2014, by Speightstown - Tabarin by El Prado (IRE)
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Dixiana Farms LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Dio Perdona, Legallini
Time: 1:04.16
Daily Double (7-2), $20.80; Exacta (2-4), $56.00; Superfecta (2-4-9-
10), $1,003.00; Trifecta (2-4-9), $165.00; Pic 3 (7-7-2), $283.50; Pic 4 
(7/8-7-1/7/8-2), $864.00; Pic 5 (8-7/8-7-1/7/8-2), $3,994.00

SIXTH $50,000, NY-BRED CLAIMING $25,000, 3&UP, 1 1/16M
6 Hurry Up Alan P. Lopez $7.40 $3.60 $2.40
3 Hidden Vow R. Santana, Jr.  $3.70 $2.50
7 Mobridge J. Alvarado   $2.20
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2009, by Southern Image - Summer Trip by Trippi
Owner: Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc.. Trainer: Carol Fisher. 
Breeder: Taylor Made Stallions, Inc. (NY).
Late Scratches: He Has Charm, Onecats Chance
Claimed: Hurry Up Alan claimed by Imaginary Stables for $25,000
Time: 1:44.13
Daily Double (2-6), $40.20; Exacta (6-3), $23.00; Superfecta (6-3-7-8), 
$100.00; Trifecta (6-3-7), $44.00; Pic 3 (7-2-6), $75.00

SEVENTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
3 Loose On the Town J. Ortiz $8.10 $5.20 $4.10
6 Harlan Punch R. Santana, Jr.  $6.50 $4.50
4 Delta Outlaw I. Ortiz, Jr.   $4.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Speightstown - Gauze by Saint Ballado
Owner: Jim and Susan Hill. Trainer: Brian Lynch. 
Breeder: Anderson Farms Ont. Inc. (ON). Time: 1:10.41
Daily Double (6-3), $30.20; Exacta (3-6), $50.50; Superfecta (3-6-4-1), 
$993.00; Trifecta (3-6-4), $266.50; Pic 3 (2-6-3), $162.00

EIGHTH $100,000, NY-BRED STAKES - SARATOGA DEW S., 
3 YO’S & UP, F&M, 1 1/8M
10 Jules N Rome J. Castellano $8.70 $6.10 $4.70
6 Isabelle J. Alvarado  $12.80 $9.70
8 Jc’s Shooting Star M. Franco   $5.00
Gr/ro Filly 2012, by Dunkirk - Pretty Honoree by Double Honor
Owner: Dubb, Michael. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: Harry L. Landry, Constancia Farm &Dunkirk Syndicate (NY).
Time: 1:50.98
Daily Double (3-10), $43.40; Exacta (10-6), $133.50; Superfecta (10-
6-8-1), $3,814.00; Trifecta (10-6-8), $849.00; Pic 3 (6-3-10), $216.00; 
Place Pix Nine (1/2/4/6/9-1/3/6/7/9-3/4/6-10), $74.50

NINTH $50,000, NY-BRED MDN CLAIMING $40,000, 3&UP, 1 1/8M
2 Time Squared J. Ortiz $6.00 $3.40 $2.80
7 Jennifer’s Legacy J. Alvarado  $4.40 $3.50
10 Little Mary Ellen J. Davis   $5.60
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Midnight Lute - Annual Appeal by Successful 
Appeal
Owner: Epona Racing Stable and Dark Horse Racing Stable. 
Trainer: Bruce Brown. Breeder: Crusader Racing (NY).
Late Scratches: Three Eighty Eight, Zeppole. Time: 1:52.65
Daily Double (10-2), $33.00; Exacta (2-7), $27.00; Superfecta (2-7-10-
4), $1,280.00; Trifecta (2-7-10), $188.50; Pic 3 (3-10-2), $152.00; Pic 
4 (6-3-10-2/3/9), $935.00; Pic 6 (1/7/8-2-6-3-10-2/3/9), $50.50; Pic 6 
(1/7/8-2-6-3-10-2/3/9), $2,263.00

On Track Handle: 3,021,297
Inter-State Handle: 8,171,269

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

MONDAY SARATOGA RESULTS

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ..............................1ST
Chad Brown ....................................... 23
Todd Pletcher ..................................... 17
Kiaran McLaughlin ............................... 9
Rudy Rodriguez ................................... 8
Mike Maker .......................................... 8
Jason Servis ........................................ 6
Bill Mott ............................................... 6
Charlton Baker ..................................... 6
David Jacobson .................................... 6
Jeremiah Englehart .............................. 6
George Weaver..................................... 5
Steve Asmussen .................................. 5
Gary Contessa ...................................... 5
Tom Proctor ......................................... 5

JOCKEYS ...............................1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ....................................... 31
Jose Ortiz ........................................... 27
Javier Castellano ................................ 25
John Velazquez .................................. 25
Joel Rosario ....................................... 17
Luis Saez ............................................ 17
Manny Franco .................................... 13
Jose Lezcano ..................................... 10
Ricardo Santana Jr. .............................. 9
Junior Alvarado .................................... 7
Julien Leparoux .................................... 6
Eric Cancel ........................................... 5
Kendrick Carmouche ............................ 4
Florent Geroux ..................................... 4

Through Tuesday

www.thisishorseracing.com

http://hrrn.com
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Win a trip for two for Breeders’ Cup weekend (Thursday, 
November 3rd through Sunday, November 6th) at Santa Anita Park in 
California!  Enjoy airfare for two, a three-night stay in Pasadena, 
two days at the races with hospitality, a $500 betting voucher and 

$500 spending money for both Friday and Saturday.

Breeders’ 
Cup Package 

Raffle
On sale all summer!

Sponsored by Xpressbet

Tickets are $100 (cash-only) and may be purchased at the Front Desk. 
 You will also receive free admission to the Museum with the purchase of 

a raffle ticket.  The drawing will be held on September 8th at noon. 

http://racingmuseum.org
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BY SEAN CLANCY
Antonio Sano watched in delight, his simple 

analysis delivered in one word, “Win,” as Gun-
nevera lagged behind Recruiting Ready, Tip Tap 
Tapizar, Sonic Mule and Get Lit N Get Wet pass-
ing the three-eighths pole of Sunday’s feature, the 
$200,000 Saratoga Special. 

Horacio De Paz watched in horror, his shouts 
turning to pleas, “Come on, come on, come on…
oh no, no, no, no” as Recruiting Ready started to 
come undone inside the final sixteenth. 

Gunnevera and Javier Castellano roared past 
Recruiting Ready, who squandered a 3 1/2-length 
lead in the stretch, to win the Grade 2 stakes by a 
length. Recruiting Ready passed the finish line in 
second but was disqualified to fourth for bumping 
Tip Tap Tapizar, who bumped Sonic Mule leaving 
the backside in the 6 1/2-furlong stakes.

Owned by Peacock Racing Stable and trained by 
Sano, Gunnevera returned $20.40. The stilt-built 

2-year-old son of Dialed In finished 6 1/2 furlongs 
over the fast track in 1:17.

“Easy. I know the horses. At the three-eighths 
pole, I said, ‘Win,’ ” Sano said. “The first furlong, 
he’s very slow, at the end of the race, he’s a ma-
chine. He’s a big horse with a long stride, a very 
long stride. More distance, more easy.”

Based at Gulfstream Park West, Gunnevera fin-
ished second behind undefeated Three Rules in his 
debut at Gulfstream Park in June. Sano tried Three 
Rules again, finishing fourth in the Birdonthewire 
July 2. Two weeks later, back with maidens, the 
$16,000 yearling closed to win by three-quarters 
of a length. Looking for an extra furlong, Sano 
shipped Gunnevera to Saratoga, arriving six days 
before the Special. Sano built his confidence, after 
booking Castellano and seeing that Gunnevera was 
the only closer in the field of five.

Castellano guided Gunnevera into post four, 
tucked his whip under his right arm, moved his feet 
from the stirrups to the ledges of the gate and pulled 
his saddle back from Gunnevera’s narrow withers. 
Readjusted, Castellano and Gunnevera broke well 
but slid back in a matter of strides as Presque Isle 
Downs shipper Get Lit N Get Wild opened a length 
lead from the rail. Sonic Mule stayed put, a lane 
outside the leader. Tip Tap Tapizar tossed his head 
and ran awkwardly between horses. Favorite Re-
cruiting Ready cruised widest of all through a quar-
ter-mile in :21.69. Passing the half-mile pole, Irad 
Ortiz Jr. angled left on Recruiting Ready, slamming 
Tip Tap Tapizar, who slammed into Sonic Mule. All 
the while, Castellano niggled at Gunnevera. A few 
shakes of the reins, a slap on the shoulder and a 
right-handed smack as the field went into the turn. 

After a half-mile in :45.04, Recruiting Ready dis-
patched Sonic Mule, Get Lit N Get Wild and Tip 

To
d 

M
ar

ks

Florida shipper Gunnevera nails speed in Sunday feature

SARATOGA SPECIAL STAKES RECAP

Major League Call-up

Continued On Page 25 

Gunnevera suges late to win Sunday’s 
Saratoga Special Stakes.
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Equine Partnerships • Licensing Matters
Litigation

(518) 430-0005 • (855) 677-5155
Todd Engel • tengel@engelatty.com

Saratoga       Syracuse       Garden City

www.racingcityrealty.com

Saratoga’s largest 
selection of rentals 

for the season, week 
or weekend.

Come join us for the 
same good breakfast  

you have been missing!
For 28 years

8am-2pm Daily
256 Milton Ave.
Ballston Spa, NY
(518) 885-2848

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

102 Lincoln Ave.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

518.584.1648
theinnatfivepoints.com

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

www.MarketWisePicks.com
FREE Saratoga 
Picks DAILY! Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Tap Tapizar in that order and looked home free. 
Ortiz turned his whip over, stole two glances on 
the infield big screen and took a long, lazy look un-
der his right arm while waving his whip. The only 
thing in his view was a dirt-splattered pair of blue 
blinkers and Castellano’s red cap, but they were still 
3 lengths down with time running out. Ortiz hit 
Recruiting Ready once right-handed, then switched 
to his left while the soup slid off the spoon. Five 
strides before the wire, Gunnevera reached even 
terms with Recruiting Ready, on fumes by now, to 

draw off by a length. 
“Castellano ride to 100 percent instructions,” 

Sano said, on his way to greet Gunnevera on the 
racetrack after the race. 

Aboard for the first time, Castellano kept it sim-
ple. 

“The way I handicapped, there was a lot of speed 
in the race,” he said. “Only a five-horse field, they 
were all speed, he’s the only horse that comes from 
behind. I took advantage a little bit of that speed 
duel, let them burn out their speed. By the eighth 
pole when the horse starting hitting his stride, get-
ting momentum, you can feel it when you ask the 
horse, he kept digging all the way to the end. That 
powerful kick in the last part of the race, I felt I got 
it and the other horses kind of slowed down little 

by little.”
Sano picked out Gunnevera in the back ring at 

the Keeneland September yearling sale, purchasing 
the angular colt for $16,000. 

“For me, every time, I walk, the horse follow 
me. Oh my God. Everywhere I go, he follow me. 
I was thinking he was going to go for $80,000, 
$100,000, I bought him for $16,000, I said, ‘Good 
job,’ ” Sano said. “I buy all my horses in the ring. 
First, I look for conformation. Second, I look at the 
chest. Then behind. Then the stride.”

At the end of the day, John Phillips of Darby 
Dan, where Dialed In stands, congratulated Sano.

“I like Dialed In,” Sano said. “I like Dialed In.”
“So do we,” Phillips said. “So do we.”

Special –
 Continued from page 24

http://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
http://www.engelatty.com/
http://www.racingcityrealty.com/
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After the storm that stopped Saturday, racing 
went on at Saratoga Race Course Sunday, albeit 
with no turf racing and a slew of scratches off the 
program. Trainer D. Wayne Lukas, who compared 
winning races to plucking olives from a jar Satur-
day, won the opener while Mike Maker doubled 
and meet leaders Chad Brown and Todd Pletcher 
put up single wins.

• It never hurts to have a little girl power. That’s 
how the group of StarLadies Racing partners felt 
Sunday as they watched their 2-year-old filly As-
scher chug down the stretch in Sunday’s second 
race, a maiden special weight taken off the turf, to 
win by 5 ¾ lengths. 

Braving the humidity caused by the previous 
day’s heavy rains, the group of women in the part-
nership smiled, laughed and congratulated one an-
other in the winner’s circle. 

“We were like, ‘How’s she going to like the sur-
face?’ “ said partner Sharyn Neble, who expected 
the filly to run better on the turf. “Not an ideal 
surface on any front.”

After going 5 furlongs (dirt) and 6 furlongs (turf) 
in her first two starts at Belmont, trainer Todd 
Pletcher intended to stretch the daughter of Har-
lan’s Holiday to 1 1/16 miles on the turf Sunday. 
Then the rain washed everything to the dirt, and 
shortened the race to 7 furlongs on a track labeled 
good. 

“We always felt like a little longer would be bet-
ter,” Pletcher said. “We thought she improved on 
the turf last time, but she’d shown enough on the 
dirt that when the race came off it was an easy de-
cision to run.”

After much of Saturday’s card was rained out, 
there was concern over how the surface would 
be Sunday but Pletcher was pleased with how the 
track came up after the maintenance crew worked 
it with their equipment. 

“This morning early I was a little concerned,” 
Pletcher said. “But it looked like it had improved 
throughout the morning and I was happy to see 
that it was back-raked and looked like it had im-

proved a lot over the last few hours. I think the 
track crew did a good job getting it back to where 
it should be.”

StarLadies Racing is a sister partnership to Star-
light Racing and runs only fillies. The concept began 
with the mission of involving women in the sport 
and providing an outlet for them to share their love 
of racing. Founded by co-managing partners Lau-
rie Wolf and Barbara Lucarelli, the parternship has 
grown since its beginning in 2013. 

“Laurie and Barb thought that it would be a 
great idea to support the female horses,” said part-
ner Suzanne Masters. “We also felt since horse rac-
ing is sort of a male-dominated sport it would be 
nice to do women. A little girl power.”

Bred by Clearsky Farm in Kentucky, Asscher 
joined the team for $300,000 at Keeneland Septem-
ber last year. The dark bay filly is a half-sister to 
Grade 2 winner Lord Nelson, twice a Grade 1 win-
ner this year in California.

“Girl power’s right, and it’s fun,” Neble agreed. 
“And then you meet good people you become 
friends with. It’s good all the way around.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• Owner Lee Pokoik sat in his second row club-
house box Sunday afternoon after getting his pic-
ture taken with fourth race winner Aspen Hilltop. 
A copy of The Saratoga Special sat on the shelf in 
front of him. Next to that, a Coke. His purple jack-
et and pink shirt went well with his green and pink 

racing silks. He was relaxed and composed in victo-
ry, but eager to watch the replay and turned to the 
TV mounted on the left corner of the box.

“Look, she’s not even on the screen,” he said, 
pointing a few inches to the right hand side of the 
monitor where his horse ought to be as the replay 
looped. 

Aspen Hilltop broke last and was slow into stride 
in the 6 1/2-furlong maiden special for 2-year-old 
fillies. Holding her tail high, she looked like she was 
out for a jaunt in a paddock, not in a race. She 
was 12 lengths last as Recollection sped away in a 
:21.75 quarter. One of seven first-timers in the field 
of eight, Aspen Hilltop came on the screen as the 
field entered the turn. Halfway around the bend, 
she tipped three-wide and passed two rivals.

“Look at her go,” Pokoik admired as Aspen 
Hilltop began to advance. “Huge move.”

As Recollection tired through a :45.43 half, 
Apsen Hilltop was rolling. She cut her deficit to 7 
lengths in a matter of strides as Luis Saez shook the 
reins and pushed her along. She felt two smacks 
of the whip before angling seven paths off the rail 
turning for home. Before the furlong pole, Aspen 
Hilltop’s dirt-covered nose was 1 1/2 lengths off the 
lead. She extended in the final sixteenth and took 
the lead with 25 yards to run. She beat fellow closer 
Berned by a half-length while Jamyson ’n Ginger 
finished third, completing a Bernardini-sired trifec-
ta.

Tod Marks
Asscher leads late in Sunday’s second race for the StarLadies Racing partnership.

Get back
to work

Undaunted, but off turf 
Sunday card perseveres

SUNDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 27 
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“The only thing I told the jock was 
don’t rush her,” trainer Gary Contes-
sa said after the race. “But I didn’t 
mean not to rush her that much, but 
it turned out to be the right thing.”

Contessa and Pokoik paid 
$350,000 to buy the daughter of the 
Grade 1 Santa Monica Stakes win-
ning mare Home Sweet Aspen from 
the Keeneland September last year. 

“She’s a nice Bernardini filly,” 
Contessa said. “I loved her. I liked her 
hip, I liked her shoulder. She had all 
the right makings. She is a beautiful 
filly. I’m very blessed to have her and 
I’m glad she delivered.”

Contessa isn’t known for winning 
with first-time starters. Although As-
pen Hilltop came into Sunday’s race 
off a bullet 1:01.73 workout Aug. 8, 
she won on her own merit, not on 
Contessa’s desire to produce a big 
performance first time out.

“I never crank them to win first 
time,” he said. “I want to see them im-
prove in their second start, so you’ve 
seen her today at about 80-percent, so 
there’s a lot more in the tank. I think 
her next start will be even better than 
this.”

Pokoik’s desire to see his horses 
have long, successful careers meshes 
well with Contessa’s training style. 
The owner has been buying horses 
with Contessa for the past 
five or six years.

“The difference be-
tween Gary Contessa and 
some of the other trainers 
you see up here that win 
first time out is they work 
on the horses pretty hard 
and a lot of times you 
don’t have a horse any-
more because they break 
them down, but we take 
it easy on horses,” Pokoik 
said. “That’s his philos-
ophy, that’s my philoso-
phy. We don’t work them 
fast, enough to get them 
fit. Sometimes it takes a 
race or two to get them fit 
and this one happened to 
win first time out. That’s 
rare.”

Although he wasn’t ex-
pecting a win, Pokoik, an 
owner of 35 years, was 

pleased with Sunday’s victory.
“I love the game and I love the 

summertime,” he said. “I’m here 
from the beginning of June until the 
beginning of October. No place better 
than this.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Following a troubled trip in his 
first start of the meet July 24, Bankers 
Holiday redeemed himself for trainer 
Joe Sharp, winning the seventh race 
– a 1 1/8-mile starter allowance for 
horses who have started for a $50,000 
claiming price or less and which have 
never one a race other than maiden or 
claiming.

Brad Grady’s Harlan’s Holiday 
colt ran opening weekend in a 1-mile 
starter allowance on the turf, finish-
ing fourth. After struggling to find 
a good position, the colt accelerat-
ed from the back of the pack going 
into the stretch, and was beaten just a 
neck. Sharp added blinkers, changed 
jockeys to Joel Rosario and wound up 
on the dirt, on which Bankers Holi-
day broke his maiden at Keeneland.

Sharp claimed the Fasig-Tipton 
Saratoga graduate out of the maid-
en-breaker April 24 and the  Ken-
tucky-bred has yet to run a bad race 
with three thirds and a fourth going 
into Sunday’s race.

“The way he ran last time, he came 
from so far back and seemed to want 
a bit more ground and it sure showed 
today,” said Michelle Giangiulio, 
Sharp’s assistant. “He just exploded, 

it was great.”
Sent off the 2-1 favorite in a field 

of six, Bankers Holiday broke fifth, 
went after the leader I Win with 5 
1/2 furlongs to go and drew off in the 
stretch to win by 3 1/2 lengths.

“I felt pretty confident,” said Gi-
angiulio. “The horse has been train-
ing really well. He’s a good horse, he 

tries really hard, has a lot of class. 
One of my favorites in the barn, so 
it’s a good win for me.”

Of course, Sharp missed the win 
– as he was with his wife Rosie for 
the birth of their second son. Tucker 
Joseph Sharp was born Sunday after-
noon.

– Shayna Tiller

Sunday –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
Aspen Hilltop (left) wins Sunday’s fourth race.

Tod Marks
Bankers Holiday gets a face wash after winning Sunday.

http://virginiahorseracing.com
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Sunday August 14.

FIRST $50,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
4 Brewing F. Geroux $8.90 $4.70 $2.80
5 Day of Fury L. Saez  $3.90 $2.60
2 Rockford J. Ortiz   $2.10
Dk B/ Br Horse 2011, by Maimonides - Fifty Mil Short by Johannesburg
Owner: Zayat Stables, LLC. Trainer: D. Lukas. 
Breeder: Zayat Stables, LLC (FL).
Claimed: Brewing claimed by Baker, Charlton for $25,000, Day of Fury 
claimed by Maguire, 
Patrick Q. for $25,000, Rockford claimed by Eleven Stars Racing Stables 
for $25,000, 
Dad’z Laugh claimed by Repole Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:11.33
Exacta (4-5), $34.20; Superfecta (4-5-2-3), $166.00; Trifecta (4-5-2), 
$100.00

SECOND $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 7F
7 Asscher J. Velazquez $3.20 $2.60 $2.10
3 Fear No Evil L. Saez  $5.10 $3.20
1A Sunday Gravy J. Castellano   $2.70
Dk B/ Br Filly 2014, by Harlan’s Holiday - African Jade by Seeking the Gold
Owner: StarLadies Racing. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Clearsky Farms (KY).
Late Scratches: Rimanisempreforte, Mo Promise, Sweet Connie Girl, 
Aikenetta, Cosi Bella, 
Enstone, Fifteen Church, Defrock
Time: 1:25.76
Daily Double (4-7), $18.80; Exacta (7-3), $21.00; Quinella (3-7), $17.60; 
Superfecta (7-3-1-6), $223.40; Trifecta (7-3-1), $78.50

THIRD $62,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
7 Serious Talk J. Castellano $4.00 $2.70 $2.10
4 Risetotheoccasion R. Santana, Jr.  $3.20 $2.50
3 Rapscallion I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.60
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Forestry - Agapanthus by Theatrical (IRE)
Owner: Hui, Michael, M.. Trainer: Michael Maker. 
Breeder: Springland Farm, Inc., Aaron Jones &Marie Jones (KY).
Late Scratches: Golden Emperor, Escapist
Time: 1:04.70
Daily Double (7-7), $6.20; Exacta (7-4), $10.80; Superfecta (7-4-3-6), 
$58.50; 
Trifecta (7-4-3), $28.80; Pic 3 (4-7-7), $40.40

FOURTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
3 Aspen Hilltop L. Saez $30.60 $10.80 $7.10
6 Berned J. Rosario  $11.00 $5.30
4 Jamyson ‘n Ginger I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.40
B Filly 2014, by Bernardini - Home Sweet Aspen by Candy Ride (ARG)
Owner: Pokoik, Lee. Trainer: Gary Contessa. 
Breeder: SF Bloodstock (KY).
Time: 1:18.57
Daily Double (7-3), $47.80; Exacta (3-6), $317.00; 
Quinella (3-6), $163.50; 
Superfecta (3-6-4-8), $4,724.00; Trifecta (3-6-4), $1,351.00; Pic 3 
(7-7-3), $67.00

FIFTH $51,000, WCL $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
8 Annie Rocks J. Castellano $7.10 $3.90 $2.70
3 Accord J. Alvarado  $5.40 $3.30
5 Flick of an Eye K. Carmouche   $3.30
B Filly 2013, by A. P. Warrior - Five Star Annie by Five Star Day
Owner: Kenneth L. and Sarah K. Ramsey. Trainer: Michael Maker. 
Breeder: Brenda Jones & Silver Oaks Farm (FL).
Late Scratches: Game Girl, Warriors Diva, Ring Knocker, Doukas, Sparkle 
Factor (IRE), 
Resilient One
Claimed: Annie Rocks claimed by Dubb, Michael for $50,000
Time: 1:24.18
Daily Double (3-8), $114.50; Exacta (8-3), $38.80; Superfecta (8-3-5-9), 
$244.40; Trifecta (8-3-5), $117.00; Consolation Double (3-2), $28.20; Pic 
3 (7-3-8), $146.50;  (7-3-2), $40.40; Pic 4 (4/5/7/8/9/10/11-1/2/7-3-8), 
$264.00; Pic 5 (4-4/5/7/8/9/10/11-1/2/7-3-8), $2,161.00

SIXTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
5 Colorful Charades I. Ortiz, Jr. $5.00 $3.40 $2.70
4 Tequilita F. Geroux  $10.00 $5.40
6 Beautiful Lady J. Flores   $4.50
Gr/ro Filly 2014, by Discreet Cat - Laila’s Punch by Two Punch
Owner: Ryan, Michael, J.. Trainer: Rudy Rodriguez. 
Breeder: Stonehaven Steadings (KY).
Late Scratches: Twilight Owl
Time: 1:19.04
Daily Double (8-5), $20.20; Exacta (5-4), $52.00; Superfecta (5-4-6-2), 
$964.00; 
Trifecta (5-4-6), $268.50; Pic 3 (3-8-5), $248.50;  (3-2-5), $69.50

SEVENTH $55,000, STARTERS ALLOWANCE $50,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/8M
10 Bankers Holiday J. Rosario $6.20 $3.30 $2.50
1A Money Changer J. Castellano  $4.20 $2.50
14 Nominal Dollars J. Ortiz   $2.60
B Colt 2012, by Harlan’s Holiday - Storm the Church by Pulpit
Owner: Grady, Brad. Trainer: Joe Sharp. 
Breeder: Dapple Bloodstock & Nellie Mae Cox (KY).
Late Scratches: Excluded, Steamboat Bill, Winter’s Gift, Inventor’s Gate, 
Romans Paradise, No Texting, Liberal Spin, Secret Bid, Sandy Strikes
Time: 1:51.06
Daily Double (5-10), $22.80; Exacta (10-1), $20.40; Superfecta 
(10-1-14-9), $269.50; 
Trifecta (10-1-14), $59.50; Pic 3 (8-5-10), $81.00

EIGHTH $85,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, 1 1/8M
8 Catapult J. Castellano $6.70 $4.00 $3.10
3 Hunter O’Riley F. Geroux  $5.70 $4.00
1 Vulcan’s Forge L. Saez   $5.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2013, by Kitten’s Joy - Gata Bella by Storm Cat
Owner: Woodford Racing, LLC. Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Breffni 
Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Tizzarunner, Site Read, Inspector Lynley, Gio’s Calling
Time: 1:50.74
Daily Double (10-8), $34.60; Exacta (8-3), $33.40; Superfecta (8-3-1-4), 
$735.00; 
Trifecta (8-3-1), $182.50; Pic 3 (5-10-8), $103.00

NINTH $200,000, STAKES - SARATOGA SPECIAL S., 2 YO, 6 1/2F
4 Gunnevera J. Castellano $20.40 $8.20 $10.20
3 Tip Tap Tapizar R. Santana, Jr.  $8.50 $11.00
2 Sonic Mule J. Velazquez   $5.40
Ch Colt 2014, by Dialed In - Unbridled Rage by Unbridled
Owner: Peacock Racing Stables, LLC. Trainer: Antonio Sano. 
Breeder: Brandywine Farm & Stephen Upchurch (KY).
Time: 1:17
Daily Double (8-4), $76.50; Exacta (4-3), $153.50; Superfecta (4-3-2-5), 
$316.50; Trifecta (4-3-2), $377.00; Pic 3 (10-8-4), $453.00; Place Pix 
Nine (4,5,6,7/1,3,4,5,6,7,8,10,11,13), $91.50

TENTH $50,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3&UP, 1 1/8M
2 D. S. Boyd M. Franco $3.20  
9 Oh So Sinister S. Bridgmohan   
7 Dancer’s Edge F. Geroux   
Win betting only. 
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2013, by Noonmark - Good Humor Gal by Distorted 
Humor. Owner: Woods, Gayle. Trainer: George Weaver. 
Breeder: Carapan Farm, LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Daves Gone Bananas, There Goes Ben, Space Ranger, 
Meatlocker Man, 
Vino Blanco, Purim Party, Disco Joey, Kangaroo Style
Time: 1:56.25
Daily Double (4-2), $45.00; Pic 3 (8-4-2), $133.50; Pic 4 
(3/4/5/6/7/8/10/11/13-8-4-1/2/3), $1,256.00; Pic 6 (8-5/7-
3/4/5/6/7/8/10/11/13-8-4), $93.50; Pic 6 (8-5/7-3/4/5/6/7/8/10/11/13-8-
4), $15,863.00

Attendance: 24,766. On Track Handle: 2,957,523
Inter-State Handle: 8,974,636. 

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SUNDAY SARATOGA RESULTS

Artie Magnuson, with more than 30 years 
in the industry – 25 as Kiaran McLaughlin’s 

assistant – knows what trainers need  
from 2-year-olds at the track.  

Look for our freshmen class  
at Saratoga this summer!

Across The Board Stables
Breaking, re-education, lay-ups

64 acres in Princetown, NY

(516) 852-5972
acrosstheboardstables.com

The road to the Kentucky Derby 
starts with good breaking.

CLANCY BLOODSTOCK
& RIVERDEE STABLE
Sean Clancy • 302-545-7713

Sean@riverdeestable.com
www.riverdeestable.com

Bought, Sold, Managed 
and Owned Graded 

Stakes Winners on the 
Flat and Over Jumps. 

Europe and America

http://acrosstheboardstables.com
http://riverdeestable.com
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Join us in the Winner’s Circle!
Parting Glass Racing

73 Henry Street in Downtown Saratoga Springs

1 (877) RACE-WIN www.PartingGlassRacing.com

http://partingglassracing.com
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Antonio Sano stood in the winner’s circle at Sara-
toga. Surrounded by his family – his wife, two sons, 
his daughter and a cousin. Sano’s Gunnevera was 
on his way to the test barn after upsetting the Grade 
2 Saratoga Special for Sano’s first win at Saratoga 
on his first visit to Saratoga. The 53-year-old Ven-
ezuela-born trainer was basking in the accomplish-
ment, the moment. 

In broken English, Sano talked about his horse, 
talked about the race, talked about his career. A re-
porter asked the questions in English and sometimes 
Sano’s sons Alex and Maurizio would interpret the 
questions in Spanish for Sano, who would then an-
swer in English. Sometimes his sons would interpret 
his Spanish answers into English. It was a classic ex-
change – a trainer talking about his horse, a father 
talking about his kids, a husband talking about his 
wife, an expat talking about his home country, all in 
a shared understanding of two languages. 

Then Sano paused at the question, well, it was 
less of a pause and more of a gathering of compo-
sure. He didn’t need his sons to interpret it for him, 
nor, did he need them to answer.

Asked why he left Venezuela six years ago, af-
ter winning 19 training titles and over 3,000 races, 
Sano said it, as matter-of-factly as a man can when 
it comes to life and death. 

“I got kidnapped,” Sano said. “Thirty-six days.”
Yeah, kidnapped for 36 days. Thirty-six days 

– the equivalent of Opening Day to Travers Day at 
Saratoga, the time it takes to complete the Triple 
Crown, plus a day, longer than the time between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 “Thirty-six days. Thirty-six days,” Sano said. 
“It was terrible, terrible, terrible, terrible, terrible.” 

“Oh, oh, oh,” Sano’s wife, Maria said, shudder-
ing while holding onto her husband’s arm.

Sano squeezed the arm of the woman who paid 
his ransom, returned his freedom. 

“It’s a beautiful country, for me, it’s the best 

country in the world, the problem is political,” Sano 
said. “I was made in Venezuela, everything I have 
is from Venezuela, I owe everything to Venezuela.”

Sano’s 9-year-old daughter, Marielena, looked at 
her dad.

“They ruined it,” she said. 
Sano looked down at his daughter, a father’s 

heart breaking at his daughter’s frayed innocence. 
It’s hard to know what would occupy your mind 

when you’re kidnapped for 36 days. A third-gener-
ation horseman, Sano didn’t think about his horses, 
he didn’t think about coming to America to train 
horses, he didn’t think about freedom, he didn’t 
think about a next move. 

“I think only of my kids and my wife, and my 
family, the only things,” Sano said. “My daughter 
was 3 years old, she cried every day, ‘Where is my 
father? Where is my father? Where is my father?’ ” 

Only when freed did Sano think about what to 
do next, knowing he had to escape Hugo Chavez’s 
socialistic policies that had sent Venezuela into tur-
moil. 

“Before I got kidnapped, my wife tell me, ‘Leave 
here, leave here, leave here, the country is getting 

bad.’ I say, ‘No way, it’s good here,’ ” 
Sano said. “When I got out, I thank 
God, and say, ‘let’s leave this country.’ ”

Sano visited his family in Italy and 
checked out the racing scene there, but 
decided America was a better fit, moving 
his family to Florida and setting up at 
Calder. Since saddling his first American 
runner in 2010, Sano has won 440 races 
for more than $10 million in earnings, 
he’s won meet titles at Calder, Gulfst-
ream Park West and Gulfstream Park. 
Sano has campaigned graded stakes win-
ners Grand Tito, City Of Weston and 
Devilish Lady.

With 28 horses at Gulfstream, 30 
horses at Gulfstream Park West, a new yearling 
purchased at the recent Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select 
sale, Gunnevera pointing for the Grade 1 Hopeful at 
the end of the meet and sitting atop the Gulfstream 
trainers’ standings, Sano’s business is booming. 

“The horses in Venezuela are good horses, but 
different horses,” Sano said. “Training is no differ-
ent but each horse is different, each horse is a dif-
ferent world.”

For Sano, he’s in a different world, six years after 
being kidnapped, fleeing his country, he’s winning 
graded stakes in Saratoga, surrounded by family. 

 “Maybe the next meet, we’ll bring a small sta-
ble, 15 horses here,” Sano said. “We don’t have the 
horses to be stabled here yet, but maybe next year. 
I’m young.”

Sano’s wife smiled, “Very young.”
Sano laughed, a content man whose worst days – 

those 36 days – are well behind him. 
“For my wife, my sons, my daughter, I work, I 

work, I work,” Sano said. “Venezuela is good, I like 
Venezuela, but this is better, we are in the best coun-
try. New life. New world.” 

Better Days cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

BROWN ADVISORY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
RACING AT SARATOGA

BALTIMORE �  BOSTON �  CHAPEL HILL �  LONDON �  NEW YORK �  WASHINGTON,DC �  WILMINGTON

(800) 645-3923 �  www.brownadvisory.com

Tod Marks
Antonio Sano (center, gray suit) and family enjoy the win.

http://brownadvisory.com
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GUNNEVERA

SARATOGA SPECIAL S. (G2)

LAOBAN

JIM DANDY S. (G2)

CURAL I NA

SHUVEE H. (G3)

B I TUMEN

SANFORD S. (G3)

PAOLA  QUE EN

TEST S. (G1)

CATALOG ONL INE

For racing success, Keeneland September is THE GOLD STANDARD

http://september.keeneland.com
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http://salleehorsetransport.com
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