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ENTRIES & HANDICAPPING
CARRERA CAT EYES UNION AVE.

THE STORY OF TAD LEGERE

Ward runner Kimari makes it look easy
Royal Landing
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http://claibornefarm.com/
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BY THE NUMBERS
20,500: Projected 2020 North American foal crop by The Jock-
ey Club.

20,800: Revised 2019 foal crop, down from the original 21,500 
from The Jockey Club.

1: Readers Club member who stopped by The Special office Mon-
day to pick up perks sporting a Zippy Chippy cap (Thanks Paul and 
Stephanie Fulgione).

1: Guy in an “Ear Hustle” T-shirt at the track Wednesday. It’s a 
podcast. You should listen to it.

9: College-aged men, and maybe a few dads, walking with chairs 
and coolers down the middle of Ludlow Street before the races 
Wednesday. (Maybe look into the sidewalks, they work).

200: More runners needed for the annual “Run for the Horses” 
5K at Saratoga Spa State Park Aug. 31. It’s a great time, a great 
cause and not all that hard. Think you can beat The Special (you 
probably can)? Come on out. See trfinc.org for more.

LIMERICK LANE
Without fail 
It happens at the Sales
I forget my wallet 
And whatchamacallit
But trust me, the check is in the mail 

– Pete Finley

here&there...at Saratoga

SARATOGO-GO-GO!
Green Light Go stays
undefeated in the 
G2 Saratoga Special.
He’s Hard Spun’s 
third Stakes winner
of the meet, more
than any other stallion 
(with Medaglia d’Oro
next on two). Darley

Connie Bush
Old Soul. The Special’s favorite barn at 37 Nelson Avenue is still hanging in there.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Talk You Out Of It, second race. Windylea Farm’s filly is by Overanalyze. 

Aye Aye Sir, fourth race. Was Ken Ramsey in the Navy? This first-time starter is by Midshipman. 
 
Now Is, fourth race. Ask Phil Gleaves how his quest for mindfulness is going. 

Cobble Hill, fifth race. A rerun from Sunday, this one is a classic. She is out of Relaxing Green. 
There is nothing like the shade tree in Cobble Hill. 

Time Expired, sixth race. Mitch Friedman’s 6-year-old is by Freud out of Expiration Day. We 
would have gone with Off The Couch.

T-SHIRT SLOGAN OF THE DAY
Adult Supervision Required.

WORTH REPEATING
“You would gallop horses all morning, go in his office and talk about all the horses, then he 
would give you permission to go to the jocks’ room. After the races, come back and talk about 
the races. And maybe wash his car.”

Former jockey Richard Migliore about life as an apprentice for Steve DiMauro 

“I want to speak to the manager!”
Terry Finley joked when the order of finish on the TV monitors showed 

Decorated Invader third instead of first after Saturday’s third race

“Believe me I was hilarious.”
The Special’s Terry Hill about his emcee gig at a wedding in Toronto last weekend
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here&there...at Saratoga

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“People can be civilized. The food was set out, the beer, 
the drinks. Nobody touches it. It’s amazing.”

Owner Brent McLellan, watching Saratoga
 fans set up their tables Saturday morning

Matthew J. Nielsen
Ed Kasperavich, CFA
Deborah Stackpole 

Managing Directors 
Sports & Entertainment Group

mnielsen@stonecrestpartners.com

Your investment  
future starts  

 here… Securities offered through Stonecrest Capital Markets, member  
FINRA/SIPC Advisory services offered through Stonecrest Advisors, Inc.

 Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager  (859) 224-4585    www.shadwellfarm.com

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
Sire of Seven   

$100,000+ Earners 

G1 Millionaire  
Breeders’ Cup  

Dirt Mile  
Winner 

80% Won/Placed 
Four SWs including a G1 Winner

http://www.stonecrestpartners.com/
https://www.brookledge.com/
https://shadwellfarm.com/
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Didn’t get your yearling?
This fall there will be 
ample opportunity.
Just make sure you check  
out the Maryland-breds
at Keeneland September. And at 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic Fall there  
will be lots more.
Be part of the Maryland success story.
A breeding program in a state that offers  
competitive purses, 30% breeder bonuses,  
30% owner bonuses in all overnight races, a 
lucrative restricted stakes program and  
year-round racing backed by state  
legislators creating pro-breeding and racing  
legislation, and supported by an  
unprecedented cooperative agreement between  
the racetracks, horsemen and breeders. 

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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WORTH REPEATING
“It’s thicker than the Lexington Herald Leader.”

Shack Parrish, while reading The Special 

“You guys here for a convention?”
Blackjack player to Ryan, Jack and Sean Clancy, who were wearing suits at 

Delaware Park Monday (unfortunately, it was a funeral not a convention)

“Somebody asked me, ‘How is it that you get to buy all these horses for all these people?’ I say 
because ‘I don’t lie to them and they trust me.’ ”

Trainer Mark Casse

“What was crazy, she looked better today than she did a week ago. I’m not talking about on the 
racetrack, which she probably was, I’m talking about in the paddock. I’m looking at her, like, 
‘wow.’ ”

Casse, after Got Stormy wheeled back in seven days to win the Fourstardave

“I’ll never have a high win percentage because I believe in developing, I’m not afraid of losing. I 
always say each race is a step, it may be a step sideways, it may be a step backwards but it puts 
you somewhere else.”

Casse 

“Mark said she’s the second coming of Tepin. That’s what he said to me and I said, ‘Then why 
aren’t we running?’ ”

Owner Gary Barber, about running Got Stormy in the Fourstardave

“I’ve done this many times before and failed.”
Barber, about taking chances with horses

“We bring friends to the track and I think, ‘why did we do this?’ So much pressure and you lose 
more often than you win.”

Owner Brent McLellan, before Sister Peacock finished third in the Galway

here&there...at Saratoga

Connie Bush
Vacancies. A Rodolphe Brisset trainee gets set to gallop under a powerful sky over 
Oklahoma Wednesday.

Country Life Stallions

With 75 yearlings in his first crop, War Front’s stakes-winning 
son Mosler looks forward to his offspring debuting during the 
2020 racing season at Saratoga. 

Find out more at countrylifefarm.com
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, MD 21014  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Saratoga Moments . . .

Headley Bell: 859-221-5108 • Price Bell: 859-321-5117

“Our Saratoga moment so far has been the one horse we 
bought at the Fasig-Tipton (Saratoga) yearling sale last year 
(Perfect Alibi) winning the Adirondack. That’s been our high-
light, but it’s a pretty long list of good moments up here. 
She was our number one. She was my No. 1 filly, she was Lin-
coln Collins’ No. 1 filly, she was Justin Casse’s No. 1 filly. All 
three of us loved her. Mark (Casse) went and looked at her 
and said, ‘That’s the one.’ All four of us were on board. For-
tunately, Tracy Farmer pulled the trigger . . . That was pretty 
cool to see her win.”

– Bloodstock Agent Joe Miller

http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://www.millridge.com/
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The Chief . . . Day 22
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– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

“The best was Junior Salley, he would borrow money the 
day after payday, I’d say, ‘Junior, why you borrowing mon-
ey? You know you don’t need this money.’ He’d say, ‘Ah, ah, 
ah, just wanted to put some tection on my job.’ He would 
always leave the first part off the word.”

TOP 10
performances of the meet

sponsored by

OSCAR PERFORMANCE

NO lASIX
Standing at Mill Ridge Farm

e

Mill Ridge Farm, 859.231.0606
www.millridge.com

The Special keeps up with the meet’s 
best performances.  

Imperial Hint: Move over Spei-
ghtstown and Spanish Riddle.

McKinzie: He can do it all, giving 
Baffert his first Whitney win.

Guarana: Unbeaten filly was 
perfect again in CCA Oaks.

Sistercharlie: Make that TWO 
Dianas for the champ.

Tax: The Travers gets another 
player after Jim Dandy score.

Covfefe: Because that Test slug-
fest was as good as it gets.

1.
2.
3.

 Golden Award: Shuvee heroine 
part of strong start by Mott barn.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Got Stormy: Even Fourstardave 
didn’t do what she did. 

Shancelot: After the Amsterdam, 
make that Sir Shancelot.

Concrete Rose: The first Saratoga 
Oaks was a laugher.

The breeder of the horse with the 
Top Performance of 2019 receives 
a FREE 2020 breeding season to 
Oscar Performance. Good luck  

to all, and thanks for a great  
first season at stud.

And the  
Oscar goes to...

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Presented by

meet and Greet

http://www.millridge.com/
http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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Jonathan Thomas freely admits to not 
being in a rush, especially when it comes to 
the young horses in his care. 

“I kind of duck the 2-year-old racing here 
except for the turf,” Thomas said from his 
office next to his stalls in Barn 13 on the 
backstretch of the main track at Saratoga 
Race Course. “I’ve got a lot of two-turn 
bred horses, 2-year-olds with pedigree.”

This time of year, Thomas’ stable is split 
between eight stalls at Saratoga, 30 at Bel-
mont Park and 18 at Monmouth Park. 
Catholic Boy, winner of last year’s Travers 
Stakes and the earner of $2,122,000, carries 
the torch for the Saratoga string. 

The 4-year-old son of More Than Ready 
races for Robert LaPenta, Madaket Stables, Siena 
Farm and Twin Creeks Racing Stables. He’s headed 
to stud at Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky., when he 
retires and that’s a badge of honor his trainer wears 
with pride. 

“He’s been amazing to us,” Thomas said. “Aside 
from what he did last year and the year before and 
even this year is the fact he’s going to Claiborne to 
go stand. I’m really proud of that. Really proud. 
Putting him in the stud barn and especially at Clai-
borne with the people and the history. It’s cool to 
know he’s got a chance at a legacy.”

Thomas talked about the members of the Sarato-
ga string, and others in his care, just before the end 
of the break Wednesday morning with The Special’s 
Tom Law.

Catholic Boy: Last year’s Travers winner enjoys some 
mid-morning sunshine and grazes inside the small woodchip 
walking ring outside Thomas’ stalls. He’s run twice this sea-
son, winning the Grade 2 Dixie on turf at Pimlico and finishing 
second in the Grade 2 Suburban on dirt at Belmont. A graded 
stakes winner at 2, 3 and 4, son of More Than Ready will most 
likely skip the Grade 1 Woodward the last week of the meet. 
“We had a couple nagging minor issues coming out of the 
Suburban. I’m trying to get him back to where I’m happy with 
him before I target anything. I don’t have any definitive target 
until I feel he’s back to what he was. Love the time we gave him 
off over the winter. He’s a rare horse that got time off because 
he deserved it, not because he needed it because of physical 
reasons. I loved his race back in the Dixie. It was fantastic. 
Most everything went well going into the Suburban. We got a 
little unlucky with a couple things and ran into a good horse in 
Preservationist. I’m trying to get back into a rhythm with him. 
If I get him beat going forward in some spots it’s because I ran 

him when he wasn’t ready and not what he’s running against. 
That’s my responsibility. I’m just waiting to get that feel and I 
don’t have it right now.”
 
Starting Over: George Strawbridge Jr.’s homebred 2-year-
old by Liam’s Map out of stakes-placed Lemon Drop Kid mare 
Vanishing. “Interesting horse. He is a nice physical. So far ev-
erything we’ve put in front of him he’s done well, work wise. I 
don’t know if he’s going to be ready to debut here but he looks 
like a dirt horse that has the ability to stretch out. His gallop 
outs have been real good. He’s a horse that has a good start at 
2 this year and maybe we can think about some bigger races 
next year. He has that feel to him.”

Peaceful: Twin Creeks Racing Stables’ 3-year-old Declara-
tion Of War filly broke her maiden in second start here July 
13. Thomas entered her in Sunday’s Galway Stakes but didn’t 
draw in off the also-eligible list. “We were really happy with her 
effort winning here. A little unlucky that we didn’t draw into the 
Galway but I think we’ll run her at Belmont Opening Day in the 
Christiecat. She’ll stretch out for sure. I don’t think she’s going 
to stretch out far but she’ll definitely get 6 furlongs to a mile. 
She seems to be a talented filly and has run very fast twice, two 
very fast numbers. The Christiecat is a spot where we’ll be 2-1 
as opposed to 5-1 here.” 

King’s Honor: Mike Ryan’s Irish-bred 2-year-old by King-
man (entered in Saturday’s first) shows four breezes at Sara-
toga, including 3 furlongs from the gate in :38.44 Aug. 11. 
“He came over from Ireland, I’ve had him about two and a half 
months. The thought of him is appealing. He’s a well-bred, bal-
anced horse. He’s not big but he’s got some scope to him. I 
don’t expect him to win first out but I think he’s a horse that’s 
interesting. He’s got a cool turn of foot.”

Smoken Deb: Robert LaPenta’s stakes-placed 3-year-old 
Cairo Prince filly sports 1-1-1 record in four starts. She won 

at Tampa Bay Downs in late January then finished 
second and third in stakes starts at Gulfstream Park. 
“Hard-knocking filly. I bought her as a yearling for La-
Penta, didn’t pay too much for her, $160,000. She’s 
run fast a few times. I’d like to get her started here in 
a starter allowance before the meet is over. We got 
unlucky, there was a perfect spot for her in starter 
that didn’t go. They tried to bring it back on the turf. 
I’m excited to get her on the turf.”

Noble Emotion: Ryan’s 2-year-old by Noble Mis-
sion cost $40,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
New York-bred yearling sale. He’s entered in Friday’s 
opener, a 1 1/16-mile maiden on the turf for state-
breds. “He’s a cool turf horse, good mover, breezed 
well here on the turf for us a couple times. We expect 
a reasonably good effort from him. Hopefully he can 
train on.”

Medaglia d’Oro-Daring Dancer filly: Owned by Bri-
dlewood Farm and LaPenta, second foal out of multiple grad-
ed-stakes winner and $235,392 earner cost $600,000 as a 
yearling. She’s unnamed but making progress. “She’s at Bel-
mont, training really well. We bought her as a yearling last year. 
She’s trained like she’s OK.”

Escapade: Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners’ four-time win-
ner took optional claimer going 5 1/2 furlongs on the grass 
at Laurel Aug. 3. Four-year-old More Than Ready filly hadn’t 
been out since early January at Gulfstream. “We were going 
to try to run up here, got unlucky with some races not going. 
I ended up running her at Laurel and she won off a big break 
and pretty fast. She had a nice comeback race and we’ll target 
a little stakes with her somewhere.” 

Ever Changing. Strawbridge’s 3-year-old Tapit filly out of 
Group 1 winner Rainbow View won U.S. debut Aug. 8 at Colo-
nial Downs. “We had to shop around, timing was more of the 
essence and she won at Colonial the other day off a 10-month 
break. That was her first start for us, she came from England. 
It looks like she ran a nice number. I’m hoping she can take a 
step forward and hopefully run in a 3-year-old stake this fall.” 

Dynadrive: Thomas shipped Temple City gelding to Colonial 
Downs from Belmont and he finished second in debut at 1 mile 
on the grass for Bridlewood Farm and Madaket Stable. “He 
just got beat on the wire, got green making the lead and was 
unlucky. He should have won.” 

Established: Twin Creeks’ 2-year-old Constitution cost 
$400,000 as a yearling. He breezed for the first time – 3 fur-
longs in :38.85 – over the Belmont training track Aug. 8. “He’s 
a horse that has trained well and probably will make a start 
this fall.”

Every day at Saratoga, 
The Special presents  

an exclusive Stable Tour  
with a Saratoga trainer.

with  
Jonathan Thomas

Michael Trombetta Jr.
Jonathan Thomas’ stable at Saratoga includes 2018 Travers winner Catholic Boy.

http://www.fasigtipton.com/


9Thursday, augusT 15, 2019 The saraToga special

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP 
DUBAI WORLD CUP   FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     
KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE    MAKER’S 46 MILE   MANHATTAN   

MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN MILE    NEARCTIC STAKES  
PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER  TEST    UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP      WHIT-
NEY HANDICAP   WOOD MEMORIAL  A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES    ARLINGTON MILLION    

AWESOME AGAIN    BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF    
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC    BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF    DELAWARE 
HANDICAP   DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP   FLORIDA  DERBY    FRIZETTE   

FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY   GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  
HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE    JOE 

HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY   KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME 
GLORY HURDLE     MAKER’S 46 MILE     MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  
METROPOLITAN MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II    

SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY     SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    
UNITED NATIONS   VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP  WOOD MEMORIAL   

A.G. VANDERBILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   
BELMONT DERBY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ 

CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF   DELAWARE HANDICAP  DONN HANDICAP   
DUBAI WORLD CUP  FLORIDA DERBY    FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK 

KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY  GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE    HASKELL INVITATION-
AL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IROQUOIS HURDLE   JOE HIRSCH TURF 

CLASSIC   KENTUCKY DERBY     KING’S BISHOP   LONESOME GLORY HURDLE     
MAKER’S 46 MILE    MANHATTAN    MAN O’ WAR   MATRIARCH  METROPOLITAN 

MILE     NEARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF 
MILE   SPINAWAY    SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    

VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDER-
BILT   ALICIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DER-
BY    BREEDERS’ CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY 

AND MARE TURF  DELAWARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      
FLORIDA DERBY     FRIZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    

W i n n i n g  w h e n  i t  m a t t e r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 64 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  99 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

PHOTO © KATHEE RENGERT

Mowing the yard. Spreading the 
manure. Cutting the fi elds. Moving
the bedding. Stacking the hay. 
Grading the driveway. Dragging the 
track. Feeding the horses. Clearing
the trails. Digging the post-holes. 
Transporting the tack. 

You do it all, so we do too. John Deere 
offers the tools and equipment you 
need to make your life easy and 
stress-free. From your backyard to your 
horse farm, we offer all equine members 
Exclusive Equine Discounts on mowers, 
gators, tractors, implements, and more! 
The best part? Every time you use 
your equine discount at John Deere, a 
percentage of that sale goes back to the 
equine industry! Your horses might eat 
your money, but we here at John Deere 
like to keep it in your wallet and give 
some back to your passion—horses.

To learn more on how NTRA members 
can save up to 28% on a wide array of 
John Deere equipment, visit 
www.JohnDeere.com/Equine
or call the John Deere Equine Support 
Center at 866-678-4289.

Running with the best...
on and off the track

John Deere is proud to be the Exclusive 
Equipment Supplier of Agricultural, Turf 

and Construction Equipment to the NTRA!

HORSEPHOTOS.COM

http://fairhilletc.com/
https://www.deere.com/en/campaigns/ag-turf/greenfleet/association/?guid=LP-ab1b9bc2-88d8-44ec-971d-71159729d6cc
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B E  A M O N G 
T H E  S TA R S .

s p e n d t h r i f t fa r m . c o m

$775,000
Record-Priced Yearling 
at F-T NY-Bred Preferred

CALL TODAY FOR EARLY BIRD SPECIALS.

BY BEN GOWANS
In Ollie Sangster’s native England, 

they would say Kimari bolted up.
Corny joke, but accurate descrip-

tion of the filly’s performance in the 
Bolton Landing Stakes.

Runner-up in Royal Ascot’s presti-
gious Group 2 Queen Mary June 19, 
Ten Broeck Farm’s Kimari went for a 
frolic around Saratoga’s Mellon turf 
course Wednesday afternoon, win-
ning the $100,000 stakes by 4 lengths.

“For sure I was nervous. It’s dif-
ferent when you have a five-or-ten-to-
one shot, but this was five-to-one on,” 
Sangster said referring to Kimari’s 1-5 
odds. “That was a relief, I was ner-
vous. We won this last year too, but 
we weren’t five-to-one on.”

A sigh of relief for the young En-
glishman responsible for overseeing 
various Wesley Ward rocketships 
throughout the year.

Kimari, a bigger than average, yet 
pretty Ward rocketship, won Wednes-
day’s featured turf sprint stakes en 
route to a possible go at the Breeders’ 
Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint Nov. 2.

“She came up to Keeneland mid-
March from Palm Meadows. We all 
know what she did at Keeneland, the 
fastest 2-year-old time at the meet,” 
Sangster said of Kimari’s 15-length 
romp April 25, competing 4 1/2 fur- Tod Marks

Kimari and John Velazquez head for the finish in total control of the Bolton Landing.

BOLTON LANDING STAKES RECAP

Blasting Off
Two-year-old filly Kimari cruises 
in sprint stakes for Ward barn

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/
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365 BROADWAY, SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY | WWW.THEADELPHIHOTEL.COM | (518) 678 - 6000

S A R ATO G A  S P R I N G S , N Y

INNOVATIVE DINING IN OUR THREE EXCEPTIONAL RESTAURANTS
THE IDEAL DESTINATION FOR TRACK SEASON

BY DAVID BURKE

THE

https://www.theadelphihotel.com/
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longs in :51.02. “Then she got unlucky at 
Ascot. The ground perhaps wasn’t to her 
liking but she still ran a huge race. 

“She’s been training great back at 
Keeneland ever since and showed us the 
horse she is just there. She did it so easy 
and they weren’t slow fractions. She was 
cruising.”

Kimari worked three times at Keene-
land after returning from England and 
went for an easy 4 furlongs in :51.92 over 
the Oklahoma turf Saturday before run-
ning in the 5 1/2-furlong Bolton Landing.

“She’s a big, strong, scopey, Wesley 
Ward type of horse,” Sangster said. “She’s 
very easy to deal with and a pleasure to 
have in the barn. I haven’t ridden her re-
cently but I rode her the whole time during Keene-
land’s spring meet and Ascot. Now that she’s done 
all this, it’s very satisfying.”

After that eye-catching debut at Keeneland with 
John Velazquez on board, Kimari established her-
self near the top of Ward’s 2-year-old candidates 
for Royal Ascot. The Queen Mary was the logical 
Ascot option, 5 furlongs on the straightaway for 
fillies. Velazquez made the trip too.

In a proper British downpour, Kimari showed 

that Wesley Ward rocketship speed and made all the 
running, leading 24 competitors down the straight-
away while racing on the near side. One of the last 
jockeys to make any sort of move, Velazquez stayed 
quiet as long as he could, not throwing a cross until 
passing the 2-furlong marker.

Kimari responded and edged away ever so 
slightly from the near side group chasing her. It just 
wasn’t quite enough. The daughter of Munnings 
was touched off in the last few strides by Raffle 
Prize and suffered a head defeat.

There were no Raffle Prizes in the Bolton Landing.
Racing without blinkers for the first time, Kimari 

didn’t break with that customary speed but soon 
got into stride and took the lead for Velazquez. 
Kimari cleared two foes to the inside when entering 
the bend and Velazquez tugged on his left rein while 
the filly tried to get out around the turn. After suc-
cessfully navigating the turn, the Hall of Famer was 
just a passenger.

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Kimari draws clear of the field in the Bolton Landing.

Continued On Page 13 
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“Every horse is different but they have that same style, 
the way he trains,” said Velazquez. “She definitely has 
shown a lot of ability for the little she has run. She won 
first time and then went to Ascot and finished second on 
the straightaway, something new for her. They took the 
blinkers off her today, she got a little lost around the turn 
but obviously she is so talented.”

Velazquez was pleased Kimari showed a new dimen-
sion Wednesday.

“It’s kind of a blessing in disguise because normally 
they’re so quick and you don’t get a chance to get to rate. 
She gives you that chance,” he said. “With the blinkers 
off, she wasn’t so aggressive coming out of there. Some-
times they break a little slow and then they want to go as 
fast they can the first part of the race, it’s difficult to get to 
relax. With her, she breaks a little slow but isn’t as aggres-
sive. It’s a good thing.”

Sangster, grandson of leading English owner Robert 
Sangster, noted that Kimari hasn’t always been sharp 
away from the gate.

“She’s always been a little slow out of the gate for 
whatever reason. Some of them are quicker than others 
but luckily she has enough ability to fix that,” he said. “In 
the winter, we do a million and one works from the gate. 
She came up from Palm Meadows and the first time we 
broke her, she broke super slow. She got better the more 
she did it.”

Assistant to and work rider for Ward, Sangster is based 
at Keeneland for most of the year and is overseeing the 
Saratoga string for the second time this summer. 

“I enjoy it up here, especially when you have winners 
like this,” Sangster said. “I started working for Wesley af-
ter I met him in 2015 when he came over for Ascot. I got 
on a few horses for him then, I was only 18. I came over 
here last spring and it’s snowballed from there. 

“It’s been great. He’s an easy boss to work for and great 
to learn from. When I came out here, I wasn’t really sure 
what to expect but Wesley has been very good to me and 
it’s nice to be looking after these good horses.”

Bolton Landing –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Ollie Sangster (right) accompanies Kimari to the post.

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ...................... 1ST
Chad Brown ............................ 20
Steve Asmussen ....................... 9
Todd Pletcher ............................ 9
Christophe Clement ................... 8
Jeremiah Englehart ................... 8
Bill Mott .................................... 8
Jason Servis ............................. 8
Mark Casse ............................... 7
Danny Gargan ........................... 7
Linda Rice ................................. 7

JOCKEYS ....................... 1ST
Jose Ortiz ................................ 36
Irad Ortiz Jr.  ........................... 31
Javier Castellano ..................... 22
Luis Saez ................................. 21
Jose Lezcano .......................... 18
Joel Rosario ............................ 18
Junior Alvarado ....................... 15
Ricardo Santana Jr. ................. 13

Through Wednesday

https://www.nyrabets.com/#wagering


14 Thursday, augusT 15, 2019The saraToga special

RACING RETURNS
AUGUST 8 - SEPTEMBER 7  |  THURSDAYS, FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS AT 5PM 

$500,000 in Daily Purses  $1.8 MILLION in Stakes Purses
$250,000 G-3 Virginia Derby on Saturday, August 31

Owner/Trainer Participation Incentives

BY TERRY HILL
The Bolton Landing is one of sev-

eral stakes races at Saratoga Race 
Course named after northern New 
York cities and towns. Listed by pop-
ulation, the town of Bolton would sit 
last among the dozen places honored 
by having a Saratoga stakes with only 
2,278 people.

Ranked on beauty, Bolton Landing 
is the clear winner. (My wife Miranda 
and I must admit, however, that we’ve 
never been to Troy.) Every direction 
you turn, the views are spectacu-
lar. Everything in view is vivid blues 
and greens; beautiful, island-dotted 
Lake George plus the surrounding 
mountains. We’re doubting Troy can 
top it.

No wonder Bolton Landing has 
always been a tourist magnet. That 
population figure moves from about 
2,000 to 10,000 or 11,000 during 
the summer. We got this information 
from Heidi Hess, the current presi-
dent of the Bolton Chamber of Com-
merce.

Hess could be called “a ball of 
fire.” The appellation well describes 
this enthusiastic, energetic, intelligent 
and knowledgeable advocate for the 
town. She gave us her sales pitch for 
Bolton Landing, but the way she did 
it sounded more like a love song than 
anything cooked up by marketing 

spin-masters. 
She clearly loves and believes in the 

town. She grew up here so she comes 
by it honestly.

Hess’ assistant, longtime Bolton 
resident Pat Huck, teamed the inter-
view and, near the end of it, plied us 
with gifts. 

The first was a ballpoint pen with 
the Bolton Chamber of Commerce 
name, phone number and email ad-
dress. We have to admit to a guilty de-
light in these giveaway pens. We have 
a prized collection of more than 400  
ranging from one palmed at the Hem-
ingway Bar at the Ritz Hotel in Paris 
to another from an Econo-Lodge in 
Albuquerque. We have a pen from an 
exterminator in Grayling, Michigan, 
and another from a gentlemen’s club 
in Penetanguishene, Ontario, Canada.

The second giveaway gave us 
pause, a Bolton Landing-labeled em-
ery board. We had never before been 
given a promotional emery board. We 
suspected a possible Adirondack in-
joke. But over the following week and 
a half, guess which of the promo gifts 
got used the most? You’re right, the 
emery board.

Hess filled us in on a bit of the his-
tory of the area. 

“It’s been a summer resort town 
for over 150 years,” she said. “Be-
fore modern highways, people used 
to come up by train to escape the 

un-air-conditioned cities. They would 
be met by a boat which would then 
do a tour of Lake George and drop 
the visitors off at their various ho-
tels.”

The most famous of these was the 
Sagamore Hotel, which still stands on 
Green Island and would satisfy any-
one’s expectation of a “grand hotel.” 
The Sagamore originally opened in 
1883 and even today, amidst the most 
modern accommodations and facili-
ties, one can sense of what luxury was 
a century ago. Croquet, anyone?

The Battle of Lake George is an-
other historical marker in the area. 
Fought in 1755, it was part of the En-
glish effort to expel the French from 

North America. It was an early battle 
in the French and Indian War, which 
has now, of course, been renamed the 
French and Native Peoples War.

Summers in Bolton Landing are 
clearly full of activity and visitors. But 
what happens in the off-season?

“It’s a beautiful place to live in any 
of the four seasons, but yes, it’s a lot 
quieter in the winter. We keep busy 
though,” said Hess, who also owns 
and runs the Candlelight Cottages, 
a nearby resort. “If you’re going to 
run a successful seasonal business, 
you find you have to work at it pret-
ty much year round. No place else I’d 
rather work at it though.”

Tod Marks
You might see a great blue heron at Bolton Landing.

Picture Perfect
Bolton Landing is the place  
to enjoy beauty of Adirondacks

thisishorseracing.com • Home of The Special and a lot more.

https://www.colonialdowns.com/
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NATIONAL SCREENING AND RECEPTION
Commemorating the 100th Anniversary of America’s first Triple Crown Winner, Sir Barton
Honoring the lives of Hall of Fame trainers John Nerud, Marion Van Berg & Jack Van Berg

Includes interviews with Bob Baffert, D. Wayne Lukas, Carl Nafzger, Bill Mott, Gary Stevens, Pat Day and others.  
Showtime: 6:30 p.m. Cost: $10 for Museum members, $12 non-members. Seating is Limited. 

Purchase tickets at the Door or in advance online: Eventbrite.com

Tuesday, August 20th at the National Museum of Racing – Doors open at 5:30. Meet the Film Producers.

Hard Spun. Steeplechase owner Charlie Fenwick 
has a bit of a thing for horses by the 2007 King’s 
Bishop winner, and got rewarded for his affinity 
again Wednesday as Snap Decision made a mock-
ery of a $65,000 allowance hurdle at Saratoga Race 
Course.

The 5-year-old, a half-brother to Grade 1 winner 
Mr. Speaker, won by 38 1/2 lengths and it might 
not have been that close. Trained by Jack Fisher 
for the Bruton Street-US partnership of Fenwick, 
Mike Hankin and Charlie Noell, Snap Decision 
let Zanzi Win set a too-fast pace while tracking in 
third early, advanced to second up the backstretch 
the final time and took over after the last fence. Tod Marks

Snap Decision and Willie McCarthy fly a fence early in his lopsided win in Wednesday’s opener.

38.5
Snap Decision wallops 

field in steeplechase

WEDNESDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 17 
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Twenty-five lengths in front by the 
stretch. The 7-5 favorite simply kept 
galloping and won in hand. Go Get 
The Basil rallied late, really late, for 
second with Roller Rolls On third af-
ter 3:38.82 for 2 1/16 miles. The time 
was about 13 seconds faster than a 
similar allowance run here July 21.

“He looked pretty good there,” 
said Fisher of his second winner of 
the meet. “I’m not convinced that 
was that good of a race but he looked 
good. They went pretty quick early. 
If Renown, who’s a pretty nice horse 
on the flat, is back there struggling to 
stay with them you know you’re go-
ing fast.”

Snap Decision won for the second 
time in four jump starts since being 
purchased late last year. The bay geld-
ing finished second in his hurdle debut 
in April and was second again in May, 
both times coming from off the pace. 
Put on the front end at Monmouth 
Park in a July 4 maiden, he won by 
4 1/2. Wednesday, he was in the race 
again and proved to be a force when 
called upon by jockey Willie McCa-
rthy.

The jockey was impressed Wednes-
day, and then some.

“This is a career horse that I found 
late in my career,” he said. “There are 
plenty of Grades 1s to win with him. 
He is sitting on an absolute Ferrari, 
he pings everything. He’s learning ev-
ery race. He’s so professional, I could 
have made the running, I could have 

dropped him out last and won on 
him.”

Snap Decision made 18 starts on 
the flat for Phipps Stable and Shug 
McGaughey, winning two and placing 
in 10 other races. He finished third in 
two stakes in 2017, the Grade 3 Palm 
Beach at Gulfstream and Saratoga’s 
Better Talk Now, couldn’t get past the 
two-other-than condition in 2018 and 
lost his final 11 starts for his breeder.

Fenwick falls for Hard Spuns be-
cause of Doc Cebu, whose flat career 
bottomed out in a $4,500 claimer in 
2015 before making the conversion 
and winning 10 races and earning 
$242,600 mostly as a timber horse. 

“Doc is as tough as they come and 
some of that has to come from Hard 
Spun,” Fenwick said. “This was all 
Hard Spun. I saw the horse some-
where, and then I saw he was Phipps-
bred so I didn’t have to worry about 
the dam. I knew there was some qual-
ity there. They kept running him and 
I wasn’t sure we were going to be able 
to buy him. It took us awhile to come 
to the conclusion that he was worth 
the price they were asking.”

– Joe Clancy

• Beyond Gone wouldn’t have had 
an opportunity to break his maiden 
at Saratoga if not for the new maid-
en auction races. The son of Can The 
Man fit the conditions of the second, 
open to horses sold or RNA’d for 
$45,000 or less in their most recent 
sale, as a $40,000 purchase by trainer 
Ken McPeek at the Fasig-Tipton Ken-
tucky October yearling sale. 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 18 

Tod Marks
Beyond Gone surges toward the finish in Wednesday’s second race.

http://www.brisnet.com/saratoga
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GRADUATING OVER

250 STAKES WINNERS
       MULTIPLE CLASSIC WINNERS
          AND A CHAMPION

Photos: Hoofprints,Inc.

LEGACY STABLELEGACY STABLE
BREAK AND TRAIN YOUR PROSPECTS // FRESHEN YOUR OLDER HORSES

EONS // WINNER OF FOUR IN A ROW, INCLUDING KENT S.-G3

GOTHAM GALA // WINNER OF THE OBEAH STAKES

ALSO: LEMONADE THURSDAY Runaway winner of an allowance at Monmouth in first start of the season.

BRAD STAUFFER 803-640-1454 // RON STEVENS 803-640-5009 // BASED AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS AIKEN TRAINING TRACK // LEGACYAIKEN@AOL.COM

McPeek sees the condition as way of leveling the 
playing field by giving lower-priced horses a chance 
at a Saratoga win. 

“Typically we wouldn’t bring a horse like this 
up here because the competition is so tough,” said 
McPeek. “They are nice horses. More of these horses 
need a race in New York but when you have people 
that are spending massive amounts on horses it’s a 
disincentive for you to even bring a horse like this.

“It’s a great condition. It’s a great idea of the 
racing office. It’s genius on their part. It’s one of 
the smartest things I’ve seen the racing office do in 
years.”

Beyond Gone finished second in his debut for 
the same conditions July 18. McPeek kept him in 
Saratoga and pointed to another race at the meet. 
Beyond Gone won by 3 1/2 lengths for Sherri 
McPeek’s Magdalena Racing and David Bernsen 
and could be headed to tougher company next. 

“I’ll probably run him in a stakes race, either 
in Chicago or Kentucky,” McPeek said. “We’ll go 
back to Kentucky and go from there.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• The June closure of Suffolk Downs ended a 
chapter in Tammi Piermarini’s riding career. The 
jockey who started her career at Suffolk in 1985 

ranked as the leading rider at the Boston track’s final 
meet with 10 wins. She mourns the closing of a track 
where she dominated for some of her 34 years in the 
saddle and looks for a new place to call home. 

“It’s very, very tough for me,” said Piermarini. 
“It’s sad they closed like that and it’s tough for me 

to find some place that would accept me, being a 
female rider. It’s still tough to break into places even 
though I’ve been riding for so many years.”

Piermarini came to Saratoga Wednesday to ride 
Regalian in the third and left a winner when the 
son of Fast Bullet won the $16,000 claimer going 6 
furlongs by three-quarters of a length over Reason 
To Soar. 

The win by the Karl Grusmark trainee gave Pier-
marini her first Saratoga victory since Sept. 3, 1999 
aboard Sister Hazel for trainer John Rigattieri. 

The jockey looks at the future with uncertain-
ty, but has confidence in building relationships as a 
free agent at new tracks while continuing to work 
with Grusmark. 

“I’m up at Finger Lakes now,” she said. “Today 
I only shipped in to ride this horse. I’ll leave as soon 
as I shower. I’m an open rider but my main outfit is 
Grusmark, who I shipped in with today.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• Gosilently made his 2019 debut on Saratoga’s 
Opening-Day card. The 6-year-old hadn’t been out 
since late November and finished fifth for a $35,000 
claiming price for trainer Robert Falcone Jr. 

“That was the plan going into it. A lot of horses 
need the race off the layoff,” Falcone said. “After 
that race, he tucked up a lot and got a lot of fitness 
out of it. He breezed exceptionally well in his two 
breezes after that so that’s why we decided to try 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 17

Continued On Page 19 

Tod Marks
Tammi Piermarini returns a winner Wednesday.
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the New York-bred 1x instead of put-
ting him back in for a tag.”

Facing state-breds again and in 
allowance company, Gosilently was 
sent off as the 7-5 favorite and won 
the fourth by three-quarters of a 
length under Kendrick Carmouche.

Gosilently had never finished worse 
than fourth when racing on grass prior 
to Opening Day. He earned his third 
win in 21 starts Wednesday, while up-
ping his earnings to $205,330. The 
son of Silent Name broke his maiden 
at Santa Anita Park in March 2018.

“He’s a pretty cool horse to be 
around. He’s quiet in the stall but 
when you put the saddle on he starts 
getting energy and on the track he’s 
all business,” Falcone said. “He’s a 
pretty cool New York-bred, so con-
sistent. He’s won from coast-to-coast. 
He’s won on the lead, off the lead. 
There are not a lot of horses that fire 
every time.”

The bay gelding also gave Falcone 
his first win of the meet from five 
starts.

“I’ve been happy so far. We’re still 
hitting at 20 percent,” Falcone said 
of his strike rate for the year. “We’re 
always up and down, 22, 20. We’re 
just trying to stay above the 20 mark, 
keeping the horses happy and running 
them where they can win.” 

– Ben Gowans

• First with Sky Kitten July 24, 
then again with English Breeze in 
Wednesday’s sixth, David Donk un-
expectedly found both of his Saratoga 
wins with first-time starters. 

“I don’t lead them over with the 
expectation that they have to win,” 
said the trainer. “I’m a little more 
concerned with the education – how 
they walk over to the paddock, the 
post parade and obviously the gate. 
My instructions to the guys are let 
them be comfortable. If they’re good 
enough they can win.” 

Shipping from Belmont Park this 
week, English Breeze came to Sara-
toga off a half-mile breeze in :49.45 
Sunday. She breezed on the dirt and 
Donk looked to the filly’s pedigree (by 
English Channel out of a North Light 
mare) as reason to try the turf. 

“She’s trained well enough that I 
knew she should run pretty decently,” 

Donk said. “She had her last breeze 
there, came up a few days ago. The 
biggest question was how proficient 
she would be on the grass.” 

Funky Munky Stable bought En-
glish Breeze privately and sent the 
New York-bred to Donk. With a 
permanent base in Belmont, Donk 
divides the string by age and level of 
training to determine which horses 
come to Saratoga. 

“I like to leave most of my 2-year-
olds at Belmont,” said Donk. “My 
assistant, Arturo Ramirez, does an 
amazing job. It allows me to match 
them all up and they train together. 
It works. I have a group of fillies that 
are useful. I’ve only won two races, 
they are both 2-year-olds. I know 
she’s OK. I wasn’t sure she would be 
quite this good.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

• Trainer Leah Gyarmati and jock-
ey Rajiv Maragh celebrated their vic-
tory in the finale with a touchdown 
dance of sorts. Brass Ring gave them 
plenty of reason to dance after win-
ning at 26-1 for Gyarmati’s second 
winner of the meet. 

“Somebody bet for me but I don’t 
bet,” said Gyarmati. “I never bet on 

my own horse.”
Owned by Castle Village Farm 

and Gyarmati, the 3-year-old Shack-
leford filly was a $210,000 buyback 
at the 2018 Fasig-Tipton Gulfstream 
2-year-old sale. Wednesday’s victory 
improved her record to 2-for-12 and 
boosted her earnings to $97,500.

“She was gifted to me which of 
course is an amazing gift,” Gyarmati 
said. “She didn’t win right off the bat, 
it’s taken us some time to get there. It 
just worked out.”

After a string of trips to determine 
the right condition and surface for 
Brass Ring, Gyarmati saw the filly’s 
best efforts going 5 1/2 furlongs on 
turf. Maragh settled Brass Ring off 
the pace of Proportionality, took the 
lead inside the sixteenth pole and won 
by a head over Dancingwthdaffodls. 

“He found a spot, he just kind of 
let her go and she went,” said Gyar-
mati. “It felt good. We know she goes 
well at this length. She doesn’t have 
that speed going as long.” 

– Catherine Galbraith 

Wednesday –
 Continued from page 18
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Wednesday August 14.

FIRST $65,000, ALLOWANCE HURDLE, 4 YO’S & UP, 2 1/16M
7 Snap Decision W. McCarthy $4.80 $3.20 $2.90
5 Go Get the Basil G. Galligan  $7.30 $4.20
2 Roller Rolls On K. Norris   $7.80
B Gelding 2014, by Hard Spun - Salute by Unbridled
Owner: Bruton Street-US. Trainer: Jack Fisher. 
Breeder: Phipps Stable (KY). Time: 3:38.82
Exacta (7-5), $30.75; Superfecta (7-5-2-1), $156.55; Trifecta (7-5-2), 
$133.75

SECOND $75,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 6F
5 Beyond Gone J. Ortiz $3.30 $2.40 $2.10
3 Dan the Man Can M. Franco  $3.20 $2.50
2 More Thunder J. Rosario   $2.80
B Colt 2017, by Can the Man - And Beyond by Gone West
Owner: Magdalena Racing (Sherri McPeek) and Bernsen, David. 
Trainer: Kenneth McPeek. Breeder: Dream Walkin’ Farms, Inc. (KY).
Time: 1:11.27
Daily Double (7-5), $4.95; Exacta (5-3), $5.40; Quinella (3-5), $3.85; 
Superfecta (5-3-2-6), $7.55; Trifecta (5-3-2), $8.10

THIRD $38,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
2 Regalian T. Piermarini $10.60 $5.10 $3.40
3 Reason to Soar J. Ortiz  $4.20 $2.60
4 Aristocratic J. Lezcano   $2.80
B Colt 2015, by Fast Bullet - Roehee by Pioneerof the Nile
Owner: Cramer, David and Spadea, Jr., Anthony. 
Trainer: Karl Grusmark. 
Breeder: Zayat Stables, LLC (KY). Time: 1:10.15
Claimed: Reason to Soar claimed by Lucky Dog Stables for $16,000, 
Aristocratic claimed by DLM Stables LLC for $16,000
Daily Double (5-2), $11.60; Exacta (2-3), $26.25; Superfecta (2-3-4-
6), $31.50; Trifecta (2-3-4), $34.62; Pic 3 (7-5-2), $27.00

FOURTH $80,000, NY-BRED ALLOW, 3 & UP, 1 1/8M TURF
7 Gosilently K. Carmouche $4.90 $3.40 $2.60
12 Risky Sour J. Velazquez  $7.70 $4.70
6 Steelersfanforlife D. Davis   $3.80
B G 2013, Silent Name (JPN) - Beauty by George by Honour and Glory
Owner: Final Turn Racing Stable, Beast Mode Racing and Falcone Jr., 
Robert. 
Trainer: Robert Falcone Jr.. Breeder: Peggy Conroy (NY).
Late Scratches: Kerry Boy, Bebe Banker, Daddy Knows
Time: 1:46.50
Daily Double (2-7), $17.20; Exacta (7-12), $29.00; Quinella (7-12), 
$15.80; Superfecta (7-12-6-10), $61.25; Trifecta (7-12-6), $61.62; Pic 
3 (5-2-7), $38.25

FIFTH $90,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
4 My Bronx Tail J. Velazquez $6.70 $3.20 $2.40
2 Katama Moonlight I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.30 $2.50
6 Stand for the Flag J. Lezcano   $3.50
B Filly 2015, by Speightstown - Winding Way by Malibu Moon
Owner: Saratoga Seven Racing Partners, LLC. Trainer: Michelle Nevin. 
Breeder: Three Chimneys Farm (KY). Late Scratches: Navasha
Time: 1:22.20
Daily Double (7-4), $8.20; Exacta (4-2), $9.50; Superfecta (4-2-6-1), 
$6.05; Trifecta (4-2-6), $14.37; Pic 3 (2-7-4), $50.25

SIXTH $78,000, NY-BRED MDN SPECIAL WGT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M TURF
5 English Breeze M. Franco $20.80 $9.50 $7.10
2 Sainte Mere Eglise J. Alvarado  $23.20 $13.20
10 Mazal Eighteen I. Ortiz, Jr.   $6.30
B F 2017, by English Channel - Dreaming of Cara by North Light (IRE)
Owner: Funky Munky Stable LLC. Trainer: David Donk. 
Breeder: Richard Greeley (NY). Late Scratches: Let It Slide
Time: 1:42.51
Daily Double (4-5), $52.75; Exacta (5-2), $153.75; Superfecta (5-2-
10-9), $661.65; Trifecta (5-2-10), $599.50; Pic 3 (7-4-5), $95.50; Pic 
4 (2-2/4/7/9-4-5), $386.75; Pic 5 (5-2-2/4/7/9-4-5), $774.75

SEVENTH $100,000. BOLTON LANDING S., 2 YO, 5 1/2F TURF
5 Kimari J. Velazquez $2.50 $2.10 $2.10
4 Abscond J. Castellano  $3.00 $2.50
6 Champagne Humor L. Panici   $3.50
B Filly 2017, by Munnings - Cozze Up Lady by Cozzene
Owner: Ten Broeck Farm, Inc.. Trainer: Wesley Ward. 
Breeder: China Horse Club International Limited (KY).
Late Scratches: Dontyouremember. Time: 1:01.43
Daily Double (5-5), $16.00; Exacta (5-4), $3.40; Superfecta (5-4-6-1), 
$2.52; Trifecta (5-4-6), $6.60; Pic 3 (4-5-5), $65.75

EIGHTH $52,000, CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Stage Left J. Velazquez $12.00 $6.30 $5.70
4 Violent Delights L. Saez  $8.90 $7.20
2 Spectator Sport J. Rosario   $9.00
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2016, by Congrats - Diva Delite by Repent
Owner: Sainz, Ray. Trainer: Wesley Ward. 
Breeder: Woodford Thoroughbreds (KY). Time: 1:22.39.
Claimed: Allured claimed by Noda Brothers, LLC for $40,000
Daily Double (5-1), $10.30; Exacta (1-4), $55.25; Superfecta (1-4-2-
8), $106.35; Trifecta (1-4-2), $156.00; Pic 3 (5-5-1), $120.75

NINTH $52,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M TURF
11 Golden Spear I. Ortiz, Jr. $14.20 $7.60 $4.80
1 Basha E. Cancel  $20.80 $11.00
2 Coltrane D. Davis   $6.00
Ch Gelding 2012, by Bluegrass Cat - Daytime Promise by Five Star Day
Owner: Kinch, Lowell, W.. Trainer: Steve Klesaris. 
Breeder: Adena Springs (ON).
Late Scratches: Armament, Simma Cum Laude, Playthatfunnymusic, 
Mills, Turco Bravo (CHI)
Claimed: Yes I See claimed by Ron Paolucci Racing, LLC for $25,000, 
Total Tap claimed by Napoli, Michael for $25,000, Harv Won’t Tap 
claimed by Novak, Brian and Kerry for $25,000
Time: 1:40.79
Daily Double (1-11), $35.75; Exacta (11-1), $104.25; Superfecta (11-
1-2-10), $284.05; Trifecta (11-1-2), $381.25; Pic 3 (5-1-11), $58.00; 
Grand slam (2/5/10-2/4/5/6-1/2/4-11), $168.25

10TH $60,000 STARTER ALLOW ($50,000) 3&UP F&M, 5 1/2F TURF.
6 Brass Ring R. Maragh 55.00 21.00 9.90
8 Dancingwthdaffodls J. Ortiz  6.80 4.00
12 Subsidiary J. Rosario   6.10
Ch. f. 2016 Shackleford-Excess’s Best, In Excess. 
Owner: Castle Village Farm and Leah Gyarmati. Trainer: Leah Gyarmati.
Breeder: Brownstead Farm (KY).
Time: 1:01.66. Scratched: Adara Belle, Carizzo, Overtime Olivia.
Exacta $185.25. Trifecta $781.75. Superfecta $1,633.25. Double 
$200. Pick 3 $1,312.50. Pick 4 $866.25. Pick 5 $13,044.25. Pick 6 
$25,145.90. Jackpot carryover $254,404.

Paid Attendance: 25,514. On Track Handle: $2,792,642. 
All Sources Handle: $11,447,541.

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY TOM LAW
John Morrison sees many things 

when he looks at the field for to-
day’s $100,000 Union Avenue Stakes 
at Saratoga Race Course. One thing 
stands out.

“Speed,” the trainer said from the 
back of his golf cart parked outside his 
barn near the main entrance to the Okla-
homa Training Track early Wednesday 
morning. “There’s a lot of speed in 
there. Hopefully not too much.”

The somewhat concerning speed 
for Morrison in the 6 1/2-furlong 
stakes for older New York-bred fillies 
and mares, at least on paper, comes 
in the form of Baby Boss, Fair Regis 
and Flat Calm. Morrison’s entry in 
the Union Avenue, Carrera Cat, also 
possesses plenty of early speed.

“We have no problem sitting sec-
ond or third down the backside if need 
be,” Morrison said. “Rajiv (Maragh), 
after her last work here, came back 
and said she can go further. She’s on 
top of it right now, very bright. Every-
thing’s good with her.”

Carrera Cat, the 9-2 co-third 
choice for Stone Bridge Farm and 
Very Un Stable, comes off a strong 
second behind Special Relativity and 
ahead of Talk Veuve To Me in a 6-fur-
long optional on a muddy track here 
July 17.  Special Relativity came back 
in 14 days to win the restricted Shine 
Again Stakes and Talk Veuve To Me Tod Marks

Carrera Cat seeks her fourth win of 2019 in today’s Union Avenue.

UNION AVENUE STAKES PREVIEW

Ready to Pounce
Morrison’s Carrera Cat returns 
to state-bred ranks off key race

Continued On Page 23 

http://ihdvstallions.com/weekend-hideaway.html
http://www.lgbloodstock.com/
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returned with a victory in a similar 
spot Sunday. 

“This will be one of the toughest 
fields she’s run against, but the field 
she ran against the other day was 
pretty good,” Morrison said. “She’s 
going to run her race. She doesn’t 
have to have the lead.”

“She’s got a lot of what I term 
‘class speed’ and I don’t know if any-
body can really go with her. Jeremiah 
Englehart’s horse (Baby Boss), on pa-
per, should be able to but she hasn’t 
faced anywhere near the competition 
we have. We’ll see. A lot will be left 
up to Rajiv.”

Carrera Cat, a 4-year-old daughter 
of Courageous Cat out of the Mine-
shaft mare Top Value bred by Lane’s 
End Farm’s Will Farish, started her ca-
reer on the turf. She raced four times 
on grass in 2017 and 2018 before a 
second in an off-the-turf maiden race 
at Saratoga last August. Morrison 
went back to the grass for her next 
start and she finished sixth, beaten 21 
lengths. 

Carrera Cat hasn’t raced on turf in 
six subsequent starts and she’s won 
four times, including a 10 1/2-length 
romp at Aqueduct New Year’s Day. 
The race took its toll, however, and 
Carrera Cat didn’t run again until 
mid-May.

 “She popped a splint, had a little 
bit of a hairline after the New Year’s 
Day race and she didn’t have any tack 
on for close to seven weeks,” Morri-
son said. “The time off took care of 
a lot of other issues. She didn’t have 
any major issues. She had a little bit 
of this, a little bit of this, all cumula-
tive and I think it all got taken care 
of because when we started her back 
she was a different horse. We knew 
once we got her back going she’d be a 
different horse.”

Carrera Cat won back-to-back 
starts at Belmont after she returned in 
May before the half-length defeat to 
Special Relativity at Saratoga. 

Holiday Disguise, born and raised 

at Drs. Bill Wilmot’s and Joan Taylor’s 
former Stepwise Farm not far from 
Saratoga Race Course, makes her 
local debut as the 5-2 morning-line 
favorite for Linda Rice. The 5-year-
old Harlan’s Holiday mare won the 
Dancin Renee in mid-June at Belmont 
Park after back-to-back fifths in grad-
ed stakes downstate. 

A five-time New York-bred stakes 
winner and winner of the Grade 3 
Distaff Handicap in 2018, Holiday 
Disguise drew the rail and Jose Lezca-
no takes the return call. 

Baby Boss looks to keep Engle-
hart’s strong meet rolling and is the 
7-2 second choice with Jose Ortiz 
named. The 4-year-old Frost Giant 
filly won her last two starts against 
open company in optional claimers at 
Laurel – in February and June – and 
finished third in her only start at Sara-
toga last summer. 

Jason Servis sends out two runners 
in Bonita Bianca, the 9-2 co-third 
choice, and 5-1 fifth choice Fair Re-
gis. Bonita Bianca won last year’s 
Union Avenue by 1 1/2 lengths over 
Swing And Sway and the Empire 
Distaff Handicap going 1 1/16 miles 
two starts later. The 5-year-old Curlin 
mare is winless in four starts since, in-
cluding two races in 2019. 

Pauseforthecause, Jc’s Shooting 
Star and Flat Calm complete the field. 

Union Avenue –
 Continued from page 22

Connie Bush
Carrera Cat at the barn Wednesday.

thisishorseracing.com
Home of The Special and a lot more.

https://www.trfinc.org/
https://www.kernthoroughbreds.com/
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Thursday, August 15.

1ST (1:00PM). $52,000, CLM $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Frozen Hannah ............... J. Leparoux ...................... I. Wilkes ....................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Amazing Audrey ............. K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 6-5
3  ..... 3 ............Lady Love ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. C. Baker ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bareeqa .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Gargan ..................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Pure Praise .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Brown .................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Princess Victoria ............ L. Reyes .......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Puparee .......................... J. Martinez ....................... E. Pringle .................... 20-1

2ND (1:34PM). $75,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Little Farina .................... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Miss Marissa .................. D. Davis ........................... J. Ryerson .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............British Idiom .................. J. Castellano .................... B. Cox .......................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Tetrahydro ...................... L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Surprise Arrival .............. J. Lezcano ....................... M. Maker .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Ain’t None Lucky ............ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gaudet ...................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Miraculousblessing ........ T. Gaffalione ..................... K. Danner ................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Esther’s Fortune ............. J. Ortiz ............................. B. Levine ...................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Cherokee Song ............... R. Maragh ........................ R. Persaud ................. 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Talk You Out of It............ J. Alvarado ...................... B. Brown ...................... 3-1
11..... AE..........Speed Talks .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... G. Contessa .................. 8-1
12..... AE..........Wicked Amber ................ H. Harkie .......................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
13..... AE..........Raggedy Annie ............... R. Maragh ........................ D. Lukas ....................... 6-1
14..... AE..........Brooklyn Heights ............ M. Franco ........................ U. St. Lewis ................ 15-1

3RD (2:06PM). $98,000, AOC $80,000, 4 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Uncontested ................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Plainsman ...................... J. Rosario ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............No Dozing ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ A. Delacour .................. 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Tale of Silence ................ M. Franco ........................ B. Tagg ......................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Lenstar ........................... L. Saez ............................. N. Zito ........................ 12-1

4TH (2:38PM). $90,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Buy Land and See .......... J. Lezcano ....................... S. Klesaris .................... 6-1
1a  .... AE..........Get Set ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Klesaris .................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Relentless Dancer .......... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Pharoah Cat ................... L. Reyes .......................... D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mystic Lancelot .............. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Croi Mor ......................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Happy Danza .................. M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Aye Aye Sir ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Katama Bay .................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Cox ........................ 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Art Collector ................... L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 5-1
10..... 10 ..........Mr Thrifty ....................... K. Carmouche .................. R. Reid, Jr. ................... 9-2
11..... AE..........Proven Strategies ........... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse ...................... 5-1
12..... AE..........Now Is ............................ J. Velazquez ..................... P. Gleaves ..................... 8-1
13..... MTO ......Instinctive Rhythm ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 4-1

5TH (3:10PM). $52,000, MCL $50,000-$45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Teachable Moment ......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ........................ 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Fireball Jon .................... M. Franco ........................ P. Bauer ........................ 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Borough Boy .................. T. Gaffalione ..................... J. Antonucci ............... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Majestic West................. L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sneakiness ..................... J. Rosario ........................ A. Dutrow ..................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Dealin’ Stelen ................. J. Bravo ........................... N. Zito ........................ 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Swick ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Terranova II .............. 5-1
8  ..... 8 ............Monmouth Dr ................ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Kimmel ................... 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Muntahez ....................... D. Davis ........................... K. McLaughlin ............ 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Cavaradossi ................... E. Cancel .......................... N. Zito ........................ 10-1
11..... 11 ..........Cobble Hill ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 9-2

6TH (3:42PM). $48,000, CLM $30,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Phone Funky Munky ....... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Donk ........................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Days of Glory ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... B. Walsh ..................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............False Info ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... B. Brown .................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............My Amanjena ................. D. Davis ........................... G. DiPrima .................. 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Scrutinize ....................... B. Hernandez ................... E. Pringle .................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Mo Zone ......................... J. Castellano .................... E. Kenneally .................. 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Saratoga Colonel ............ M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 8-1
8  ..... MTO ......Lucky Bet ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... B. Levine ...................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Time Expired .................. H. Harkie .......................... M. Friedman ............... 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Shiny Copper Penny ....... J. Martinez ....................... D. Seyler .................... 30-1
11..... 11 ..........Dull Knife ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 9-5
12..... 12 ..........Southern Brigade ........... L. Saez ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1

7TH (4:14PM). $80,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 11 ..........Andretta ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Bond ........................ 7-2
1a  .... MTO ......Cathy Naz ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Bond ........................ 7-2
2  ..... 1 ............Andarta .......................... L. Reyes .......................... T. Albertrani ................ 12-1
3  ..... MTO ......Trouble for Skylar ........... K. Carmouche .................. D. Gargan ..................... 4-1
4  ..... 3 ............My First Gal .................... L. Saez ............................. M. Lauer ..................... 20-1
5  ..... 4 ............Tzipi ............................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice ........................ 10-1
6  ..... 5 ............Cirque ............................ J. Martinez ....................... B. Dunham ................. 12-1
7  ..... 6 ............Birthday Gift ................... R. Maragh ........................ P. Kelly ....................... 20-1
8  ..... MTO ......Saloon Girl ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 8-5
9  ..... 8 ............Hollywood Cat ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 5-2
10..... 9 ............Silencia .......................... J. Garcia .......................... L. Ashby ....................... 9-2
11..... 10 ..........Beaux Arts ...................... M. Franco ........................ R. Cash ........................ 3-1
12..... MTO ......Cash Offer ...................... L. Saez ............................. M. Hennig .................... 2-1

8TH (4:46PM). $100,000, STK - THE UNION AVENUE, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Holiday Disguise ............ J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Bonita Bianca ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Baby Boss ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Pauseforthecause ........... J. Rosario ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Fair Regis ....................... K. Carmouche .................. J. Servis ....................... 5-1
6  ..... 6 ............Carrera Cat ..................... R. Maragh ........................ J. Morrison .................. 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Flat Calm ........................ L. Saez ............................. L. Rice ........................ 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Jc’s Shooting Star .......... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ...................... 12-1

9TH (5:18PM). $78,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Sandra’s Mine ................ E. Cancel .......................... T. Bush ....................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Cape Cod Diva ................ D. Davis ........................... M. Hennig .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sterling Beauty ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Donk ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Mickey Diamond ............ B. Hernandez ................... R. Davis ...................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Marquet Legacy ............. M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Petalite ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ...................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Double Happiness .......... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kerry’s Ring ................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 2-1
9  ..... 9 ............Two Cent Tootsie ............ J. Lezcano ....................... T. Albertrani ................ 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Dancing Slippers ............ R. Maragh ........................ R. Davis ...................... 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Belleza ............................ L. Saez ............................. L. Rice ........................ 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Crescent Lady ................ J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 6-1
13..... AE..........Tax Me Naught ............... N. Alvarado ...................... L. Dixon ...................... 30-1
14..... AE..........Paradiso ......................... J. Leparoux ...................... T. Hills ........................ 20-1
15..... AE..........Tatterazzi ........................ L. Saez ............................. J. Terranova II ............ 12-1
16..... MTO ......Nasty Affair .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 5-2

Copyright 2019 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Xpressbet Customers have Access to the XBTV Workout 
Report, featuring Workouts for Today’s Contenders!

 
Log In to your Xpressbet account to see the report. 

Sign Up at Xpressbet.com/SPECIAL.
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Jc’s Shooting Star
Pauseforthecause
Double Happiness

Kerry’s Ring
Two Cent Tootsie 

2019 Records 75/244 57/244 65/244 52/244 50/205*
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Tom
Law

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Donna  
Brothers

Guest Handicapper 
Today’s guest handicapper is Donna Brothers, who won 1,130 races as a jockey 

before launching a successful broadcasting career. Winner of the 2018 Jim McKay 
Award for career excellence in broadcasting, Brothers works as an analyst for NBC 
during its Triple Crown, Breeders’ Cup and major race coverage. Sunday, Nolan 
Clancy picked two winners. 

* The guest win total does not include Wednesdays, when only The Special’s 
regular handicappers picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper for 2019: Joe Burke with five wins.

Rob
Whitlock

https://www.xpressbet.com/special
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West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414

 www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709

Carol Holden  |  President
Theresa Bitner  |  Exec. Sec.

Sam Huff  |  Chairman Emeritus

S A T U R D A Y
OCT. 12, 2019
POST TIME 7:00 PM

WVBC XXXII WInnEr
runnIn’TOLuVya

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the Breeders Classics Races

proven to be a

Fifty years ago, Americans were 
celebrating the return of the Apollo 
11 crew, after their successful mis-
sion to the moon, and wondering if 
the decontamination chamber they 
occupied might not be worse than the 
confines of the lunar module. 

As August unfolded in New York 
young people were beginning a mu-
sical pilgrimage to Bethel for a phe-
nomenon known as Woodstock, the 
perpetual cellar-dwelling Mets were 
in a pennant race and anticipating 
a miracle, and the Saratoga racing 
and social season was in full swing. 
The Saratogian as it was wont to do, 
reported on the global celebrities de-
scending on the Spa City. One partic-
ular event took place at John Hunter’s 

house on Fifth Avenue, where Mol-
lie Cullum the perpetual party giver 
and professionally the public rela-
tions manager at the La Quinta Golf 
Resort, hosted a Mexican-themed 
gathering. The wait staff and hired 
musician donned straw sombreros as 
guests dined on chili, corn on the cob 
and thousands of shrimp, catered by 
Harry M. Stevens.  

The New York Times turf writer 
Joe Nichols (whose given name was 
Giuseppe Carmine Fappiano; the 
great Thoroughbred Fappiano was 
named in his honor) took to the piano 
in the family room and led the group 
in a singalong. Marylou and C.V. 
“Sonny” Whitney were there and 
Sonny acted as a maestro to a group 
that included John Galbreath, Ralph 
Wilson, Sonny Werblin, Humphrey 

Finney, Tyson Gilpin, Adam Petril-
lo, William Markey and their spous-
es. Mrs. Charles Payson contributed 
a few solos, while keeping track of 
events at Shea Stadium on her tran-
sistor radio. Other singers were the 
Cloyce Tippetts, and racing secre-
tary Tommy Trotter who performed 
a duet with Tad Legere. The article 
mentioned how the party was over-
run by mosquitoes moving in from 
the Oklahoma Track, and the previ-
ously mentioned songstress Tad Lege-
re saved the gathering by producing 
insect repellant from the trunk of her 
car. Everyone knew Liz Tippett, and 
the owners of the Pirates, Bills, and 
Jets, but who was Tad Legere?

Recently, Tad Legere has been add-
ed to the “Women in Racing” display 
at the National Museum of Racing’s 
new exhibition in Saratoga Springs. 
She was certainly someone who did a 
lot of things in racing over many de-
cades, and was one of those unique 
characters at the track, that create the 
distinctive character of the track.

She was the daughter of William 
Dondas of Latonia, Ky., where he 
served as racing secretary, and who 
also performed the same duties at 
Hialeah Park. He named her Marion 

Frances Dondas but playfully referred 
to her as his Taddy-Faddy girl, and 
she was known all her life as Tad. In 
the late spring of 1929, as the storm 
clouds that would produce the Great 
Depression were forming, a successful 
jockey from California named Eddie 
Legere, rode into Latonia. He had just 
signed a lucrative contract to ride for 

Keeneland Library Thoroughbred Times Collection
Tad Legere and a set of silks.

Horsewoman
Silks-maker and more, Legere 
carved her niche at Saratoga

Continued On Page 27

BY BILL ORZELL

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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owner Willis Sharpe Kilmer, and Tad 
and Eddie were married. They made a 
well-balanced couple, as Tad who was 
known for her beauty, stood 4-foot-
10 or jockey height. Interestingly for 
the Dondas family, Tad’s sister Mary 
married jockey Leslie Pinchon the fol-
lowing year in Latonia, and their hon-
eymoon trip took them to Toronto, for 
Leslie to ride at Woodbine. One could 
only imagine that racing was the main 
topic of conversation around that fam-
ily’s Thanksgiving Dinner.

Eddie had riding success during 
the 1930s crossing the country with 
engagements at many tracks, winning 
the Queen’s Plate in 1933, and finding 
his greatest success at Detroit and for 
various owners such as Seagram Sta-
bles and Colonel E.R. Bradley. In the 
early 1920s Eddie had begun galloping 
horses for trainer Max Hirsch. During 
the Second World War, Private First 
Class Eddie Legere on furlough from 
the U.S. Army, would return to New 
York to again work Max’s string. At 
about this same time Tad, an accom-
plished seamstress, began a hobby 
business of creating jockey silks in an 
era when it was rare for women to dis-
play entrepreneurial skills.

Mr. and Mrs. Legere, due to their 
long involvement in the sport, had an 
incredible network of contacts, and 
Tad found her silks production very 
much in demand. Following the war, 
Tad Legere formed a bidding part-
nership at the Saratoga yearling sales 
with Bernard Baruch, an indication of 
her broad reach in the game. She cre-
ated the Eton blue and brown silks for 
Sonny Whitney and also the silks for 
William Helis, John W. Hanes, me-
dia and television personality Arthur 
Godfrey, and Sir Winston Churchill at 
her shop at Queens Village, just north 
of Belmont Park. She designed silks 
for owners, such as those for Rob-
ert S. Howard, which were similar 
to those silks carried by his father’s 
Seabiscuit. Tad also created a set of 
demonstration racing silks for the ne-
scient National Museum of Racing in 
Saratoga Springs in 1956.

She had some health issues in the 
early 1950s and as result began spend-
ing winter months in the south. She 
operated a training track for a number 
of years at the South Carolina State 

Fairgrounds in Columbia, in partner-
ship with Dr. F. Porter Caughman, 
DVM. Max Hirsch winter-trained his 
horses in Columbia, and by the middle 
years of the decade, Tad Legere began 
employment as his secretary.

During the early months of 1957, 
Tad wrote a letter to legendary 
sportswriter Red Smith, detailing 
how during the past year’s World Se-
ries, she and Max Hirsch met Casey 
Stengel, the Yankees manager for din-
ner. This was immediately after the 
Brooklyn Dodgers took a 2-0 series 
lead at Ebbets Field, and Casey was 
distraught with the Yanks circum-
stances. Tad claimed the only reason 
the Bronx Bombers were able to come 
back in the Series was that Max lent 
Casey his lucky rabbit’s foot. Smith 
was syndicated to many newspapers 
across the country, and is mostly re-
membered for his famous directions 
to Saratoga Race Course: “take the 
Adirondack Northway to Exit 14, 
turn onto Union Avenue, and go back 
100 years.” Red Smith penned many 
articles that involved Tad, and he was 
obviously charmed by her charisma, 
and her practice of breaking into song 
at parties, and often referred to her as 
the “Latonia Thrush.” A decade later, 
Smith described her as “the comely 
right arm of the great trainer Max 
Hirsch.”

The New York Times on August 
26, 1958 reported a story from Sara-
toga Springs, where socialite Molly 
Cullum was planning a benefit for the 
Saratoga Hospital during track sea-
son. At Tad’s suggestion the charity 
raffled off a new powder blue, maxi-
tail finned Cadillac, and by the luck of 
the draw it was won by Max Hirsch. 
The Times reporter was incredulous 
when the winner of the 1936, 1946 
and 1950 Kentucky Derbies stated 
“this is the first time in my life, I’ve 
ever won anything.”

Like many folks since 1863, Tad 
really enjoyed the Saratoga meet, not 
only at the track and auction pavil-
ion but also at the social occasions 
that occurred. Many back issues of 
the Saratogian, carry photos of the 
dynamic Tad, in evening dress. One 
particular event that stands out was a 
cocktail party thrown at the Saratoga 
Reading Room by Hollywood Park 
and its director, movie mogul Mervyn 
LeRoy, when Tad brought the house 
down with her version of “You’re no-
body till somebody loves you.”

She remained as Max Hirsch’s sec-

retary until the Hall of Fame train-
er’s death in 1969. She continued on 
as the manager of King Ranch for 
a period after Max’s death, as her 
knowledge of equine administration 
was invaluable. In 1975, Tad was still 

considered by many sportswriters as 
a leading authority on Thoroughbred 
racing, and they sought her opinion 
on the unfortunate demise of the filly 
Ruffian. 

Also in 1975, Tad married John E. 
“Jack” Ruegg at St. Clement’s Church 
on Lake Avenue in Saratoga Springs 
where she had often demonstrated 
her admirable singing voice. Jack was 
a widower and retired from the fur-
niture business near Belmont Park on 
Long Island. Tad and Jack remained 
in the Saratoga area until both of 
their deaths, with Tad succumbing in 
2001 to Alzheimer ’s disease under 
Jack’s care.

There certainly have been many 
“Women in Racing” through the 
years, and I am very pleased the Na-
tional Museum of Racing has creat-
ed this exhibition, calling attention 
to these important contributions and 
shining the spotlight on these women. 

When it comes to Tad, well, it 
sounds like she lit up plenty bright on 
her own.

Bill Orzell is a racing fan and stu-
dent of history who lives in De Ruy-
ter, N.Y.

Keeneland Library Thoroughbred Times Collection
Tad Legere checks the silks of Eddie Arcaro 
before getting to Hedley Woodhouse.

Legere –
 Continued from page 26

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
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Carl Nafzger walked down Ludlow Street to-
ward Madison Avenue and the Fasig-Tipton sales 
grounds the afternoon of Aug. 2 – not long after the 
2019 Hall of Fame ceremony he attends every year 
as an inductee himself in 2008. A catalog from the 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale in hand, Nafzger 
went to check out a few yearlings that afternoon 
before ending his annual Saratoga sojourn. 

“I’m headed home tomorrow morning,” said 
Nafzger, who trained champions and Kentucky Der-
by winners Unbridled and Street Sense and cham-
pion and Kentucky Oaks winner Banshee Breeze. 
“But I’ll be back for Born to Rein August 20.”

My mind went immediately into overdrive. 
Born to Rein . . . Born to Rein . . . Born to Rein?
Who’s Born to Rein? What race was Born to Rein 

running in Aug. 20? Is there even racing Aug. 20? 
(Spoiler alert, there isn’t).

After trying to play along, nodding and saying 
OK, there didn’t seem to be any sense in faking it. 

“Hey Carl, what’s Born to Rein?”
Nafzger, ever the gentleman, provided the short 

answer that Born to Rein was a documentary film 
about the lives of legendary trainers John Nerud, 
Marion Van Berg and Jack Van Berg. Then he 
asked, “Do you know why Sir Barton is buried in 
Douglas, Wyoming?”

Stumped again.
“You’ll have to come see the movie and find 

out,” he said before chatting some more about the 
filmmakers, when it would be shown and how to 
generate some interest. “I’ll get them in touch with 
you. Better yet, maybe they’ll take out an ad in the 
paper.”

Two hours later a number from Billings, Mon-
tana, showed up on my phone and a full tutorial 
about Born to Rein ensued from Jody Lamp and 
Melody Dobson. Turns out the film will have its na-
tional premier Tuesday, Aug. 20 – see, it was a dark 
day – at the National Museum of Racing and Hall 

of Fame. Nafzger, interviewed in the film along with 
some other racing legends, plans to attend with his 
wife Wanda. 

Lamp and Dobson will be on hand, too, their sec-
ond trip to Saratoga after coming when there was 
snow and ice everywhere and temperatures barely 
cracked freezing. 

The film has been shown already, in theaters in 
Nebraska where Nerud and the Van Bergs cut their 
teeth and in Douglas, Wyoming, the final resting 
place of the first Triple Crown winner. The film was 
accepted into the Louisville International Film Fes-
tival Oct. 10-12. 

“The movie weaves a story between all these 
people that are main characters in the film,” Lamp 
said. “You watch it and get a feeling for how one 
thing leads to another and it started back in 1916 
when Sir Barton was born. It’s an intriguing story 
that goes across state lines, so it’s a national docu-
mentary.

“Guys like Bob Baffert, D. Wayne Lukas and Bill 
Mott, they all credit these gentlemen (the Van Bergs 
and/or Nerud) for giving them their starts or help-
ing them along the way. They credit their upbring-
ing, horsemanship and ability to be good business-
men after coming from that ranch background. It’s 
a documentary they can be proud of that showcases 
the industry they are a big part of now. And it talks 
about the history of horse racing and its origins 
back in New York. It puts a great spotlight on Sara-
toga. John Nerud showed up in Saratoga penniless 
in 1937 and made it all the way to the Hall of Fame 
and beyond.”

Lamp and Dobson co-founded the American 
Doorstep Project, which produced the film. They 
were inspired to start seven years ago, learning the 
stories of the Van Bergs and Nerud. They eventually 
saw a connection with Sir Barton, who spent time as 
a U.S. Army Remount Service Stallion at Fort Rob-
inson near Crawford, Nebraska. 

“We see this as our chance to put a spotlight on 
the Thoroughbred industry in a commemorative 
fashion,” Dobson said. “It’s the 100th anniversa-
ry of the first Triple Crown winner. We’re ecstatic 
to show it to people. It’s a fitting piece and a good 
commemorative piece to be used during a celebra-
tory time in Saratoga, Travers Week.

“People like Bill Mott, D. Wayne Lukas, Gary 
Stevens, Pat Day, Carl Nafzger, we interviewed them 
all. We caught them during the Kentucky Derby in 
2018 and all we said was, ‘We’re doing a documen-
tary film on John Nerud and Marion and Jack Van 
Berg’ and they all stopped to talk to us. We raised 
the funds for putting this together. We’re self-suf-
ficient for that and paying our way through. Carl 
vetted the project. We didn’t want to go and work 
on something like this without his blessing and he 
encouraged us to go forward. We kicked it off in 
front of a group of business folks in Scotts Bluff, 
Nebraska, and asked if they felt it was important 
and worthy of their time. They later became advi-
sors and encouragers and said, ‘Yes, this is a story 
that needs to be told.’ ”

At the Moviesinthepaddock
BY TOM LAW

Born To Rein 
Tuesday, Aug. 20 – Doors at 5:30, Show at 6:30
National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame
Tickets: $10 for Museum Members, $12 for 
Non-Members. Purchase tickets at the door or 
buy online at EventBrite.com. Seating limited.

Like an F-15, the Kentucky-based filly blazed 
down the runway to win the Test in 
her Saratoga debut. And she’s a
 frequent flier with starts at 
Churchill Downs, Belmont Park, 
Keeneland, Pimlico and now Saratoga. 

TRIPS OF THE MEET

Tod Marks

Presented By Private Jet Professionals

Covfefe

TAKE YOUR NEXT TRIP WITH

PRIVATE JET
FLY PRIVATE YOUR WAY

PROFESSIONALS LLC

privatejetprofessionals.com

https://privatejetprofessionals.com/
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email: joe@thisishorseracing.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

See Prairie Fire run  
in Friday’s 4th race!
Meet us in the paddock.

BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

CROWN REALTY

LouiseMRealtor@gmail.com

LOUISE P MULLER BROKER ASSOC.

The summer place to be? Saratoga.
The winter place to be? Florida.
Call to find your place in the sun.

(772) 913-1596     LouiseMuller.com.

BURKE EQUINE

Just minutes from Saratoga Race Course

Veterinary Care & Rehabilitation

BurkeEquineTherapy.com

• Rehabilitation
• Post-Surgical Care
• Veterinary Sports Medicine
• Conditioning
• Aquapacer, training track, grass gallops
• ECB saltwater spa
• 24-hour veterinary care

stowe.burke@gmail.com

Stowe Burke, DVM
(518) 210-4322

A N N A  H O L L A N D E R
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST
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TAYLOR, HARRIS INSURANCE SERVICES
WORLDWIDE EQUINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

ANNE CLANCY
917-446-2848

akclancy@riverd.net

– Early email notice of new editions    

– A Saratoga Special hat and sticker

– Invitations to special events we haven’t scheduled yet. 

– Other bene� ts we’re still dreaming up...

Th e cost is $35 per year, and 
the program is totally optional. 
Th e Special is free to read, in 
print within the 12866 or on-
line at thisishorseracing.com. 
We hope you’ll sign up, but you 
don’t have to. Th anks for being 
there, and welcome aboard. 

Join Now And You’ll Receive:

S ign  Up  Today  at  :    th i s i shor ser ac ing.com/reader sc lub

TRPB
 Digital Tattoo 
Coming 2020

For more information 
contact the TRPB or visit trpb.com 

BRAEBURN TRAINING CENTER
A Full Service Equine Facility

Breaking, Training, Racing
Patrick F. Nuesch

1500 Thurston Drive, Crozet, VA  22932
434-882-1418

Get local representation. Pay lower commissions.
Find your Saratoga dream home or dream investment

Karen Wojcik-Hess  Homes

(518) 366-8141 • kwhhomes@gmail.com • KarenGoNY.com

https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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Brown Advisory is an independent investment and strategic advisory firm committed to our clients’ success.

future
RAISE THE

Jim Croce said it best. 

’Cause I’ve had my share of broken dreams
And more than a couple of falls 

And in chasin’ what I thought were moonbeams 
I have run into a couple of walls 

But in looking back at the faces I’ve been 
I would sure be the first one to say  

When I look at myself today 
Wouldn’ta done it any other way

That’s the final verse of The Hard Way Every 
Time and I think about it at this time of year, every 
year, as Saratoga turns the corner. I write this now 
because there are still a few weeks to go, still a few 
weeks to make sure your moonbeams aren’t walls 
and you don’t leave here with regrets. 

I have left with far too many. 

I regret not spending more time with Allen Jerk-
ens. I shared irreplaceable hours with the iconic 
Hall of Fame trainer, driving in circles in his golf 
cart, walking from the track, hanging around at the 
barn, but that was all during The Special’s years, 
starting in 2001. I regret not working for him, I 
never had enough confidence to ask. I regret that 
I didn’t just tag along, stop by for football games 
in the afternoon, share a cold Bud while The Chief 
grazed Missy’s Mirage and Kelly Kip, just be a 
member of the pirate ship. They would have accept-
ed me, a horse-crazy kid who could ride a little and 
learn a lot. 

John Hertler once asked me if I would take his 
son for a ride on the pony. I think he just wanted me 
to walk the lead pony in the bottom field. I didn’t 
do it. It meant a lot to one of the nicest people I 
ever met here. I’m not sure why I didn’t do it, just 
overlooked the importance. I’m sure father and son 
don’t remember, but I remember. And regret. 

I regret not trying to understand and empathize 

with Cort Marzullo. I think of the first year he lived 
with us in Saratoga, maybe 1990, and another sum-
mer when we galloped for Leo O’Brien, there were 
times when he wanted to talk, needed to talk and 
I wasn’t there. A misunderstood sweetheart, too 
smart for this, who left us way too soon.

I regret losing all those security deposits. 
Oh, those rides, those regrets. Hodges Bay, when 

I couldn’t get out. South Of Java, when I gunned 
at the last, thinking, ‘Win or fall.’ He fell. Cadence 
Count, when Tom Voss said wait as long as I could, 
I waited until coming to the last, I should have wait-
ed until after the last. Atomistic, Lindbergh and the 
time the saddle slipped on Roberto’s Grace. The 
time Beetleman fell over Hoh Steamer and I broke 
my ankle. So many regrets from so few races, that’s 
racing, learn from your regrets but let them go.  

I regret the nights at the Parting Glass. Well, I 
regret some of the nights at the Parting Glass. 

I regret not getting a job during sales week from 
1989-2000. I was galloping horses from 5:30 to 10 
every morning and, at most, riding a race from 1 
to 1:05 every Wednesday and Thursday. I thought 
that was a full-time job. Why didn’t I go over to the 
sales grounds and find a job? Maybe I would have 
learned how to handle a horse like Billy Howland 
or sell a horse like Lee Eaton or prep a horse like 
John Williams or buy a horse like all the greats of 
the past. 

I regret squandering opportunities to learn from 
trainers who gave me jobs. Mickey Preger, Mike 
Freeman, P.G. Johnson, Hertler, O’Brien, Mike 
Hushion and so many others. I regret not simply 
spending time with the greats before me – to think 
Woody Stephens, MacK Miller, Bobby Frankel were 
here and I didn’t know them better. 

I would regret if I didn’t send a shout out to our 
Aunt Joan, who died Aug. 4. She read every word 
we wrote, she watched every race we ran. My dad’s 
sister, she loved the races, loved to have a bet at Del-

aware Park. I remember asking her whom she liked 
in a jump race, circa 1979. She said, “Empty Wal-
let.” I thought to myself, ‘Wow, Aunt Joan is broke.’ 
Minutes later, Aunt Joan was yelling from a second 
floor box. She implored “Empty Wallet” to fly the 
last and run home. The horse finished second. She 
always bet to place. 

My family went to Delaware Park after her fu-
neral Monday. Six men in suits, two women in 
black dresses and heels. Degenerates followed us to 
the window thinking we were the money. We bet a 
few races, played a couple of hands of $2 black jack 
and headed home. Sam Clancy, Joe’s wife, was the 
big winner, cashing tickets on the down low. Surely, 
place bets on longshots. 

Aunt Joan would have been proud. 

And one last point about regrets. I’m watching 
friends and colleagues squander their opportunities 
this summer. I’ve seen young jockeys take off horses 
for no reason. I’ve seen owners and trainers take 
wins for granted. I’ve seen writers look for reasons 
why they shouldn’t write the story, rather than the 
reason they should. And, I’m sure I’ll have my re-
grets when I get on the Northway in September. 
Add them to the list.  

No Regret cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 - 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 22

C ATA LOG ONLINE AT 
SEP TEMBER .K EENEL A ND.COM

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

SARATOGA STAKES 
W INNERS IN 2019

MCKINZIE
WHITNEY S. (G1)

http://september.keeneland.com/
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