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Shady Spot.

Fasig-Tipton

Would-be yearling buyers
were watching from some cover Friday morning
at Fasig-Tipton’s New York-bred sale.

NAMES OF THE DAY

Here&There...in Saratoga
LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
BARERA78, New York. ONE OUT, New York (novelty plate
on gate crew golf cart). RACE4ME, Florida.

BY THE NUMBERS
39: People standing on Fasig-Tipton’s loading chute lot at
6:44 Thursday morning.
9: Vans at or waiting for the loading chutes.
8: Times Hammerin Aamer has been claimed in the last 13
months. He’s on the block, again, in Saturday’s fifth race.
4: Coffee mugs from Tom Law’s house on Sean Clancy’s
desk Friday morning.

1: Jeep parked on East Avenue with The Special ballcap
on the dash.
9:31: Time Tom Law uttered the words “Anvil Lifted” Friday
morning.

WORTH REPEATING
“Is that good?”
Trainer Todd Pletcher when Tom Law mentioned he
was picking Double Thunder in today’s Saratoga Special
“Never sick or sorry.”

“You’re doing God’s work.”

1: Top 10 jockey riding a small pink girl’s bicycle through
the stable area Friday morning.

The

Comment for Lot 8, Ramble On,
in Tattersalls online auction

Godolphin’s Dan Pride,
leaving The Special’s office Tuesday night

Urban Forest, sixth race. Godolphin’s
2-year-old colt is by Hard Spun out of
Arbol (tree in Spanish).
Speaker’s Corner, eighth race. Another Godolphin-bred, this one is by Street
Sense out of Tyburn Brook. The Tyburn
Brook was a small stream in London’s Hyde
Park, also home to Speaker’s Corner (a place for public speaking
and debate). Speaker’s Corner was also the location of the Tyburn
Tree, used for public hangings as early as the 1100s.
Stolen Base, ninth race. Bred by one of racing’s great namers, Peter Blum Thoroughbreds, and now racing for Three Diamonds Farm
and Deuce Greathouse, the 2-year-old colt is out of Running Wild.
Halpert, 11th race. Jeff Drown’s 3-year-old is out of Dance Craze,
and if you’ve seen The Office you know the dance scene from Jim
and Pam Halpert’s wedding.
Dufresne, Thursday’s sixth race winner. Commonwealth New Era
Racing’s 2-year-old filly is by Uncaptured.
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Here&There...in Saratoga
WORTH REPEATING
“I told you, don’t look back.”
John Shapazian, who tightened up The Special’s
handicapping race with a big start to Week 5
“Dixie and I were in Saratoga in 1971 the year we
were married. It was the first time we had seen a
“real” yearling sale and I said, ‘How long has this
been going on.’ Set me on my career path.”
Retired bloodstock agent and
sales consignor Rick Abbott,
on his first Saratoga sale experience
“Avoid inside-baseballism. It’s almost as annoying
as Don Reed.”
Reader Don Reed, who wanted to know what
“spin at the draw” meant; from Wednesday’s
edition, the phrase refers to when a jock’s agent
leaves or “spins” one trainer at the
post-position draw to ride another horse

Sean Clancy

All Clear. Trainer Bill Mott surveys some charges during a foggy morning at the Okla-

The Chief

Tod Marks

homa rail Friday.

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens,
1929-2015

“Pancho Martin bought Never Bow from us on
Monday and he was in the stake on Saturday. He
said ‘I want you to keep the horse until Saturday,
train him the same way, I will stake the groom
and everybody, and after the race I will take him
home as if I claimed him.’ And I did that. We
trained the horse for the race, he won and I finished second in the race. True story. Absolutely
true. You can look it up. Knight in Armor was my
horse. My son was so mad. It’s incredible. We
trained the horse as if we wanted him to win the
race and he did. He won the race and beat us.”

“She revolted.”

A passionate lover
And sworn nemesis
Love to see her come
And hate to watch her leave
Ponies win and lose
Money comes and goes
But mostly, it goes
Whether hobnobbing with the suits
Or slumming with the scabs
We’re here for the same things, really
Mostly thrills and laughs
And when the party’s over
Back to the Bluegrass I go
Until next year, next summer,
My lovely friend and foe.
Auction Haiku by Peter Finley
At Fasig-Tipton
the horses were on review
August in the Spa.

Trainer Todd Pletcher on his daughter heading off to Wake Forest University
instead of following her brothers to Texas A&M

“They’re not potty trained.”
Mother to her son as horses walked around the Saratoga backstretch

“Can you see over me?”

Sam Appa to Tom Law and The Special
Former jockey Zoe Cadman at the rail for turf works

“I went everywhere with Tale Of The Cat. I did some time in Camden (South Carolina), it was
fun there. As long as you had a fishing pole, you were OK. I’d watch Jonathan Sheppard drive
around in the field to watch his horse. I used to ride the pony and we’d go trail riding. We rode
around the jump course, used to ride Tale Of The Cat all through the woods. He loved it, there
were a lot of things to do with horses there.”
Trainer Bruce Brown, about time as Tale Of The Cat’s groom
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
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“Saratoga” by John F. Cox

“Covid?”
Tom Law after Sean Clancy said that Joe Clancy
would fix it. Sean was talking about a computer
and Tom was talking about a pandemic

“Welcome home.”

New York Thoroughbred
Horsemen’s Association
nytha.com | 516.488.2337

Poetry Corner

The Saratoga Special

“I’m trying to turn, but he’s going too fast.”
Nicholas Brown, 11, while trying to navigate
Brady the lead pony around the barn Friday morning

800-523-8143
Saturday, August 14, 2021

Here&There...in Saratoga
SALES MAILBOX
Hey Tom – fun article this morning. My first year working the sales side was 1966 – I was the
showman for Tyson Gilpin’s two-horse consignment. I stayed in that barn for many years as I
moved onto Nydrie Stud – living in the bunkhouse at the end of the barn. Then onto Whitney
Stone’s Morven Stud when we sold the last son of Shuvee and then eventually as a consignor
as Bluegrass Thoroughbred Services. My most memorable year was when we topped the sale
in 2013 with a Dynaformer filly and also sold the lowest price horse at $40,000, Stellar Wind,
who turned into $9.5 million!
John Stuart
Just read your article about the sales and who has been coming here the longest. My first visit
to Saratoga was in 1960. My stepfather Maje Odom married my mother in July and we spent the
meet there. I was working for him around the barns at the track, two barns by the half-mile pole
on Odom’s Lane during the ’60’s. In the late ’70’s I worked the ring for Fasig during the sales of
’75 or ’76 to ’78. The Bloodhorse recap of the Fasig-Tipton 100 years has a photo of me holding
De La Rose in the ring. Last year was the first time I didn’t get to Saratoga since 1960.
Drew Nardiello

MELTING POT
Parked on Madison Avenue between East Avenue and Ludlow Street, not far from the Fasig-Tipton sales grounds, we counted 103 cars at about 12:15 p.m. Monday
Kentucky.............. 39
Florida.................. 20
New York............. 11

Pennsylvania.......... 7
New Jersey............ 5
Connecticut............ 3

Texas...................... 2
Virginia................... 2
Massachusetts....... 2

Ontario (Canada).... 2

Plus one each for South Carolina, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Ohio, Tennessee, Colorado, California, New Hampshire, Indiana, Province of Quebec (Canada) and the State of Puebla (Mexico).
One plate from Kentucky read “936 NFS.” We don’t believe that stood for Not For Sale.

Facial Recognition.

anybody. Straighten up, people.

Sean Clancy

This guy (or gal) was taking no guff Friday morning, from

Go faster...

Bid on...

Hard Spun’s G1 Met Mile hero
Silver State was a $450k yearling.
See a Hard Spun yearling you like?
Don’t give in.

Saturday, August 14, 2021
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STABLE TOUR

Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 15 • 7 PM
AUGUST 16 • 12 PM

859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

With Bruce Brown
The Bruce Brown shedrow on the Oklahoma
training track side of the stable area showcases a
little bit of everything on a given day: hotwalker
Tuba’s words of wisdom, fresh coffee from John
Wayne Eastwood, a golf cart that “used” to have
a sound system, the trainer’s 11-year-old son Nicholas practicing to be a hotwalker – and some solid
horses led at the moment by stakes winner Robin
Sparkles.
Brown grew up in Bowie, Md., followed his
brother Steve to the track and left Maryland for a
job in New Jersey with John Forbes. Brown later
worked for Mike Hushion and Tim Hills in New
York and became a trainer in 2008. Stable stars
Spring To The Sky and Compliance Officer got
most of the attention, but Brown carved out a niche
with a barn mixed with New York-breds, claims,
yearling and 2-year-old purchases and homebreds.
A summer in Saratoga adds to anybody’s job
on the backstretch, and Brown remembers his first
when he shipped north with the Forbes horses and
a bicycle in the mid 1990s.
“I was rubbing Tale Of The Cat, the year he won
the King’s Bishop (1997) and that was my first year
I came up here – no car, just a bike, living on the
track,” he said. “I might have come up the year
before, so ’96, without Tale Of The Cat. He was
training, but didn’t run at all as a 2-year-old.”
Tale Of The Cat won five of nine, and placed
in the Haskell, Whitney and Vosburgh. Another
Forbes runner, Jess C’s Whirl, is responsible for
Brown’s first flight on an airplane – from New York
to Toronto for the 1996 Breeders’ Cup.
Now a father of three (Nicholas, Riley and Reagan) with his wife Jennie, and a veteran of flights
to Disney World and beyond, Brown talked to The
Special’s Joe Clancy about the 2021 barn, which
picked up a Saratoga win with Chloe Rose, who
was claimed, July 22.

Robin Sparkles. Michael Schrader’s 4-year-old filly
finished third in the Caress Stakes here July 24, but picked
up a graded-stakes placing and pushed her career earnings
to $301,168 in the process. The daughter of Elusive Quality
targets the Smart And Fancy Stakes Aug. 21. Friday she was
standing across her stall next to the tack room, eyeballing the
back window and the front door after a trip to her owner’s In
Front Training Center in Ghent. She looks robust, ready. A repeat of the Caress effort would serve her well. “She breezed today (a half-mile over the Oklahoma track in :49.2), went really
well. She ran well enough the last time, the gray filly (Caravel)
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Bruce Brown supervises the shedrow (and a little bit of Brady the lead pony) Friday morning.
just ran her eyeballs out. The turf was listed as firm that day,
but it seemed like it had a little give to it. She wants it as hard
as it can be. Hopefully she gets something closer to that. She
just got back from the farm two days ago. They got a chance to
turn her out, there’s a big indoor, it’s a good place to go for a
break. She got a graded stakes placing, which is good for her.”
Named for a character in the TV series How I Met Your
Mother, she declined to visit Brown and a guest – even for a
mint. “She’s not real sociable. It’s like, ‘Don’t make me move,’
but that’s just her.”

Prairie Tales. Daniel and Marie Conklin’s homebred 4-yearold filly has yet to run at Saratoga, but that changes in Sunday’s sixth race. She’s 6-1 in the $40,000 maiden claimer, off a
fourth last time at Belmont Park July 11. “She finished fifth in
the race where Robin Sparkles broke her maiden last year (at
Saratoga), but she’s only run four times – just had some stops
and starts. She’s got a good shot Sunday.”
Hushion. The second horse named for retired trainer Mike
Hushion to make a Stable Tour this year, after Our Man Mike,
was bred by Brown (who worked for Hushion) and races for
his NRB Stable. Won three times in 2019, but none since. “The
house horse is still kicking. He’s by The Lumber Guy, who Mike

The Saratoga Special

Sean Clancy

trained, and I was in the barn with Mike for a long time.”

Reeley Psyched. Owned by Our Sugar Bear Stable of
Brown’s father-in-law, the 3-year-old daughter of Freud finished third here in an off-the-turf maiden claimer July 30. “I
think she’s better on the turf.”

Hezastonecoldfox. The Freud 2-year-old colt might make

his debut before the end of the meet, and is coming along. “I’m
going to breeze him on the grass next week. He’s doing OK. I
like bringing 2-year-olds up here because it helps them. People
talk about taking their time with horses and not bringing them
to the racetrack too early. Just because you bring them to the
track doesn’t mean you’re going to run them right away. They
need to get that base under them, they need to get into the
atmosphere, they need to learn. Unless you have a real reason,
waiting is not always the right thing to do. You can still take
your time at the racetrack, and your horse is better for it.”

Awesome Debate. Claimed out of a win here by Brown
and Van Vranken Racing, the 5-year-old Honorable Dillon mare
with seven lifetime wins and $267,577 in the bank shipped to
Continued On Page 7
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Stable Tour –
Continued from page 6
Finger Lakes for a race Aug. 9 and finished last
of five as the heavy favorite after fouling up
the start. She broke in the air, stumbled after
that and lost all chance. “That was horrible,
just horrible. She might run back in the Union
Avenue Stakes Thursday.”

Bar Fourteen. Just get the name out of the
way now. Our Sugar Bear has horses in Barn
14 at Gulfstream Park with trainer Fernando
Abreu and during Covid, the barn became
something of a meeting spot for people who
might otherwise go to a bar. So, Bar 14. “They
closed all the bars, but everybody would
just go there.” As for the horse, the $18,000
Fasig-Tipton October yearling purchase broke
his maiden at Belmont in late June, over Neuro (who came back to win here) and finished
a dull ninth going a mile in a Saratoga starter
allowance here Aug. 8. “He was really doing
great and ran a clunker. I don’t know if it was
the two turns or what. He won very impressively before we came up. I might try to get
one more race in him here or maybe wait for
Belmont.”
Alley Oop Johnny. You want to talk

horse-trainer frustration, watch this horse’s
race from July 15. He led a 1-mile turf allow-

ance for every inch except the last – losing
by a nose to stay at two wins for his career.
Second at Belmont in the start prior, Three
Crowns Farm’s 4-year-old Animal Kingdom
gelding gets another chance in today’s third
race going 1 1/16 miles on the turf. “He got
beat like this (two hands up, very close together), ran too well to lose. He’s been good
since the race. He gets to feeling pretty good
in the morning, but he knows what he’s doing.”

Write The Check. Purchased by Our Sugar Bear at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-yearold sale in May, the 2-year-old Street Sense
filly has been prepping steadily for her debut
and might make the end of the meet.

Brady. Brown grew up in Maryland and is

an avid fan of the Washington football team
with the T-shirts to prove it but his lead pony
carries the name of a certain quarterback with
six Super Bowl rings. The big Appaloosa is
in the pony stall on the end and would knock
over a dump truck to get a mint. “Maria Maroney, my assistant, is a big Patriots fan so
when we got him she said we had to name him
Brady. So he’s Brady. We’ve had him eight or
nine years. He came from up here, from a guy
who used to outride here. He’s a little spoiled
now because we don’t use him as much as we
should, but he’s a good pony.”

Cowboy Up
Graduates include:
Senbei – Debut winner at Saratoga 2021.
Henley’s Joy – Millionaire.
Our Braintrust – Tremont winner.
Malagacy – Grade 2 Rebel winner.
Brooklyn Strong – Grade 2 Remsen winner.
South Bend – Stakes winner of $478,069.

Come see us
at Barn 3
Saturday, August 14, 2021
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FOURSTARDAVE STAKES PREVIEW

Ready Set

Juddmonte runner
goes for 4th straight
in Grade 1 turf mile
BY TOM LAW & SEAN CLANCY

Set Piece walked into Brad Cox’s barn in the
winter of 2020 and he immediately started thinking
about summer in Saratoga.
“Liked him. Loved him,” Cox said between
sets Friday morning. “I actually thought he was a
Fourstardave horse when he came in.”
Today at Saratoga Race Course, Set Piece will
be a Fourstardave horse and his connections hope
he’s a Fourstardave winner when he takes on seven
others in the Grade 1 feature. The 5-year-old English-bred Dansili gelding is the 5-2 second choice
on the morning line behind 9-5 choice Raging Bull
Continued On Page 10

Coady Photo

Set Piece rides a three-race winning streak into today’s Fourstardave.

Look
forforhishisfirst
atF-T
f-tnynybred.
bred.
Look
firstyearlings
yearlings at
Preakness-G1 Winner

C L O U D COMPUTING
c o m p u t i n g
cloud
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YO U R I D E A L D I N I N G D E ST I N AT I O N F O R

Racing Season In Saratoga!

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

SALT

C ATERING

CHAR

S A R AT O G A’ S FA R M T O TA B L E ST E A K H O U S E

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT
365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 8
with Florent Geroux in from Ellis
Park for the first time this season to
ride.
Set Piece comes into the 1-mile
Fourstardave on a three-race win
streak, the most recent a half-length
score in the Grade 2 Wise Dan on
closing weekend at Churchill Downs.
He won all three in the stretch at
Churchill, which is currently in the
midst of renovating its turf course.
Cox joked last week that he wished
the Fourstardave would be run over
the Churchill course where he’s 4-for5. He drilled a half-mile on the Oklahoma Training Track turf Sunday in a
bullet :46.80 so perhaps he’s not just
a horse-for-course in Louisville.
“It was a good work, a very good
work,” said Cox, who tries for a
back-to-back Saturday Grade 1 after
sending out Knicks Go in last week’s
Whitney. “He bounced out of it great.
It was inside the cones, down on the
rail so the times are little quicker than
usual.”
The work was Set Piece’s fourth
half-mile turf breeze in Saratoga and
since the Wise Dan, which he won
by a half-length from multiple graded stakes-winning New York-bred
Somelikeithotbrown.
A homebred for Juddmonte Farm,
Set Piece started his career in England
with Hugo Palmer. He won his lone
start at 2 going 1 mile on the synthetic at Kempton Park in mid-December
before coming back to win anoth-

er going the same distance in early
January at Newcastle. Off for three
months, Set Piece finished third in
the Group 3 Craven Stakes at Newmarket to earn a spot in the Group 1
English Two Thousand Guineas field,
where he finished 14th. He raced only
twice more in Europe, winning once,
before heading to the U.S.
That’s when he made the impression on Cox.
“He ran big the first time we ran
him,” Cox said of a win at 1 mile on
the Churchill turf course last June.
“Then we ran him up here, shipped
right on top of the race and he had
a tough trip (finishing sixth). Back to
Churchill and the turf course that day
was a mess. It says firm but that’s the
softest firm I’ve ever seen.”
Juddmonte entered Set Piece as a
racing prospect in last year’s Keeneland November breeding stock sale
but he didn’t go through the ring.
“He was in there but I thought,
‘let’s give him one more try,’ ” Cox
said. “So we went back to the Poly
at Turfway, trying to pick him up and
he won. Then we started thinking,
‘maybe he’s a synthetic horse.’ Garrett (O’Rourke from Juddmonte) said
‘he’s a gelding, he’s here to run so let’s
keep going with him.’ ”
Going all the way to Saratoga,
along with the other stars		
of Cox’s barn that include Essential
Quality, Knicks Go and the recently
injured Haskell winner Mandaloun.
Set Piece won the Opening Verse
and Douglas Park in back-to-back
starts before his Wise Dan score. He
Continued On Page 12

Tod Marks

Second in 2019 and fifth in 2020, Raging Bull looks to kick tail in the Fourstardave.
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Investing in the present
to raise the future.

Brown Advisory is proud to support the racing community—
the livelihood of so many depends on its growth and future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 10
finished second, beaten 2 lengths to
Visitant, in the 9-furlong Kentucky
Cup Classic on the synthetic at Turfway Park after a close fourth in the
Grade 3 Fair Grounds Stakes on the
grass in mid-February.
“I think we learned in the Turfway
race that a mile and an eighth is just
too long for him,” Cox said. “Going
a mile, a mile and a sixteenth, that’s
where he wants to be.”
Several others in the Fourstardave
field want the same, including Maker’s Mark Mile winner Raging Bull
for trainer Chad Brown and owner
Peter Brant. He’s 2-for-4 with a second at the distance at Saratoga and
comes off that runner-up effort in the
Grade 3 Poker last time out. Irad Ortiz Jr. takes the call.
LRE Racing’s and JEH Racing
Stable’s Casa Creed comes off a win
in the Grade 1 Jaipur on Belmont
Stakes Day in early June for Bill Mott.
Third in last year’s Fourstardave, the
5-year-old son of Jimmy Creed won
the Grade 2 Hall of Fame at Saratoga

12

in 2019. He’s 4-1 on the morning line
for Junior Alvarado.
Field Pass takes another crack at a
Grade 1 stakes for Three Diamonds
Farm and trainer Mike Maker. Ricardo Santana Jr. takes the call. A winner of seven races from 20 starts, the
Maryland-bred snapped a four-race
losing streak in the Grade 3 Baltimore
Washington International Turf Cup at
Pimlico July 24.
British-bred Whisper Not travels from California for trainer Richard Baltas. Owned by Electric City
Racing, Madaket Stable, Christopher Dunn and Jeremy Peskoff, the
4-year-old won twice in England before being purchased for $123,438
at Tattersalls Horses in Training Sale
in October. The bay colt owns a win
against allowance rivals and a Grade
3 score in the San Francisco at Golden
Gate Fields in five tries this year. Jose
Ortiz picks up the ride.
And that’s the field – of boys.
As for the girls…
Got Stormy wades out of the distaff division for the ninth time in her
stellar career. Owned by My Racehorse Stable and Spendthrift Farm,
Continued On Page 14

Got Stormy aims to win her second Fourstardave in three years.
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The Top Ten NY-Bred Money Earners of 2020
Previously Sold at Auction as Yearlings:
Average Sale Price:

Average Career Earnings:

$87,700

$771,738

BUY NOW . . . BE READY!
• MORE THAN 800 RESTRICTED RACES,
INCLUDING 60+ RESTRICTED STAKES
• 2YO’S RUN FOR NEARLY $3 MILLION

(EQUIBASE.COM career earnings through 7/4/21)
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$2.3 MILLION IN PURSES

RAGE

• NYRA PURSES REACH ALL-TIME HIGHS,
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INCLUDING $85,000 NY-BRED MSW RACES

$

AMERICA’S RICHEST RACES
FOR STATE-SIRED 2YO’S

MAY, BELMONT PARK
$1+ MIL IN NYB PURSES

AUG. 27, SARATOGA
NYB STAKES WORTH $1.1+ MIL

nytbreeders.org | 518.587.0777
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OCTOBER, BELMONT PARK

NYB STAKES WORTH $1.2 MIL

Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 12

Home of the
NO-EXPENSE Claim

Thoroughbred Racing Partnerships

the daughter of Get Stormy won the
Fourstardave the first time she tried
the move, back in 2019. She closed
out that season with a second in the
Grade 1 Woodbine Mile, a second in
the Breeders’ Cup Mile and a win in
the Grade 1 Matriarch. In 2020, she
lost her first five starts including a
second in the Fourstardave. Regular
pilot Tyler Gaffalione has the assignment.
“They questioned her last year,
her performances leading up to the
Fourstardave, I had heard she had
lost her form. She ran a hell of a race
in the Fourstardave and it poured the
morning of the race which didn’t help
her. I like seeing the sun this year,”
Casse said. “I still see the same Got
Stormy. She’s good, she’s happy, she’s
training well. She likes a fast turf and
she loves the sharp turns of the inner
turf, she’s quick afoot and she can
kind of jet away from them sometimes.”
Casse shortened up the chestnut
mare after last year’s Fourstardave,
winning back-to-back turf sprints
before finishing fifth in the Breeders’
Cup Turf Sprint at Keeneland.
“If you are a true miler, we have
very few races. The reason I sprinted
her after the Fourstardave was be-

cause I knew she couldn’t get a mile
at Keeneland in the fall. I said what
can we do to get to the Breeders’
Cup. I said, we can sprint her. We did
OK,” Casse said. “If she runs good,
really good this year, we look at the
Breeders’ Cup Mile, she’s going to get
shorter turns and fast turf. If not, we
abandon the Breeders’ Cup and we’ll
go to try to win the races she won last
year.”
With the Breeders’ Cup back at
Del Mar, Casse hasn’t circled any turf
sprints in his condition books yet.
Got Stormy won her 2021 debut, taking the Grade 3 Honey Fox at Gulfstream Park in February. She came back
to finish 4 lengths behind Blowout in
the Longines Churchill Distaff Turf
Mile and 3 ½ lengths to the good of
Casa Creed in the Grade 1 Jaipur in
her most recent start. Casse circled
the Fourstardave after that race, hoping to capitalize at a distance where
Got Stormy has thrived, winning nine
times from 19 tries.
“Either one of her Fourstardave
performances puts her in the mix, obviously, one is much greater than the
other. Is it possible? I think so,” Casse
said. “Tyler’s been on her a bunch, he
worked her two breezes ago, that one,
he came back smiling and said, ‘She’s
back.’ She likes it up here, she likes
training on that turf course.”
Got Stormy posted three turf breezContinued On Page 16

Race Horse Ownership offers so much
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com
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Daddy Is A Legend (with Cindy Weaver scoping out the camera) gallops into the Fourstardave off a third in the Just A Game. She is one of three mares in the field.
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Fourstardave –
Continued from page 14
es here, including a bullet 5 furlongs
in 1:00.55. Yeah, “that” one.
“The only thing we did was get her
up here. To me, it’s about having happy horses. It’s not a magical feeling,”
Casse said. “There’s always a chance
she’s lost a step, but they said that
about Tepin, she should have won the
Breeders’ Cup, it might have been the
best race she ever ran, when Tourist
beat her. I’ve heard it many times, I’ve
been down this road, they might be
right, there’s a better shot that they’re
right than they are wrong. We’re going in there and we’re ready.”
George Weaver entered 6-year-old
mare Daddy Is A Legend for Jim and
Susan Hill. The daughter of Scat Daddy sports five wins and takes on colts
and horses for the first time in her
19-start career.
She exits a third in the Grade 1 Just
A Game at Belmont June 5. Manny
Franco has the return call.
Chad Brown and Peter Brant bolster their chances with front-running
Blowout. The British-bred daughter
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Casa Creed is 4-1 on the morning line.

of Dansili hit the board in the Grade 3
Lake George and Grade 2 Lake Placid here in 2019. In 2020, she posted
runner-up finishes in all three starts,
including a nose loss to Viadera in the
Grade 1 Matriarch. The 5-year-old
returned this year with a win in the
Longines Churchill Distaff Turf Mile.
Joel Rosario rides for the first time.
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50 Years

CELEBRATING
OF EQUINE EXCELLENCE
McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds Selling at
FASIG-TIPTON, NEW YORK BRED YEARLINGS
August 15-16, 2021 | Barns 7B & 7C
328
343
346
348
370
381
411
426
438
464
466
469
476
483
492
507
527
531
542
578
603

COLLECTED-ADIRA, colt
TAPWRIT-BAY ISLAND, filly
CENTRAL BANKER-BEE IN A BONNET, filly
SUPER SAVER-BELLA'S FLAIR, filly
GOOD SAMARITAN-CLEARLY CHEATING, filly
CANDY RIDE (ARG)-DARBY BLUSH, filly
MENDELSSOHN-FLASH ACT, filly
HARD SPUN-GRACEFUL RAGE, filly
LAOBAN-HOLLY'S STAR, colt
CENTRAL BANKER-LIFELONG, filly
PRACTICAL JOKE-LISVERNANE, colt
OSCAR PERFORMANCE-LIZA LU, colt
CENTRAL BANKER-MALIBU MYSTIQUE, colt
LAOBAN-MAY WHO, colt
MO TOWN-MISS BODINE, filly
LOOKIN AT LUCKY-ONE WISE COWGIRL, filly
CENTRAL BANKER-RAFFIE'S CHANCE, colt
GOLDENCENTS-REIKA, colt
MENDELSSOHN-RUMBLE DOLL, filly
CENTRAL BANKER-STRATEGIC MISSILE, filly
PRACTICAL JOKE-TRULY CHARMING, colt

Inquiries to Joe McMahon / 180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
(518) 587-3426 / office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com
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Loud Rumble
Double Thunder puts unbeaten
mark on line in juvenile stakes
BY TOM LAW

SARATOGA SPECIAL PREVIEW

J.J. and Todd Pletcher, father and
son, zipped back and forth from
Barn 62 inside Horse Haven on the
Oklahoma Training Track to the
five-eighths pole on the main track,
watching breezers and potentially the
next star from the stable when Double Thunder’s name came up.
“Gerard Butler bought that horse
for $60,000,” J.J. Pletcher said. “A
bargain.”
Todd Pletcher, the recently inducted Hall of Fame trainer of the Super
Saver colt who goes in today’s Grade
2 Saratoga Special, played the contradicting role when his father said “just
a horse” when asked his early impressions down at Payton Training Center
in Ocala.

“Loved him,” Todd Pletcher said.
Horseplayers haven’t totally fallen for Double Thunder just yet – he’s
been 5-1 and 4-1 in his two career
starts, both victories – and he’s only
the 6-1 third choice in the 6 ½-furlong Special. Only because he’s the
lone unbeaten member of the dozen
entries and the lone graded stakes
winner in the bunch.
“No respect,” Pletcher joked again
while watching a set pull up from
their gallops. “I guess it didn’t come
back a super-fast figure and they’re
probably holding that against him.”
Double Thunder impressed in his
two starts, winning a 4 1/2-furlong
maiden at Monmouth Park on Bel-

Double Thunder exits a win in the Bashford Manor at Churchill Downs.

mont Stakes Day and coming back in
three weeks to take the Grade 3 Bashford Manor at Churchill Downs.
He hopped at the start of the 6-furlong Bashford Manor and was last
while the frontrunners blazed the
opening quarter-mile in :21. Double

Coady Photo

Thunder and John Velazquez, who
rides the colt back today, only had
one horse beat at the quarter-pole
through a testing half in :45.30.
Velazquez stayed on the rail around
the far turn and into the lane, passing
Continued On Page 20

TAT T E R S A L L S O C T O B E R Y E A R L I N G S A L E , B O O K 1
Europe’s Unrivalled Source of

US GRADED STAKES WINNERS
Breeders’ Cup
Juvenile
Fillies Turf

AUNT PEARL

purchased by BSW Euro Venture /
Liz Crow Agent from Ballylinch Stud
for 280,000 gns
additional Gr. 1 winners inc:
CAMPANELLE, DIGITAL AGE,
DOMESTIC SPENDING,
NEWSPAPEROFRECORD

OCTOBER YEARLING SALE
Book 1 October 5 – 7

featuring the £20,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus
Lincoln Collins T: +1 859 339 3301 l.collins@tattersalls.com www.tattersalls.com
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Special –
Continued from page 18
rivals to his outside then splitting rivals and passing
six foes between the quarter pole and eighth pole.
Double Thunder’s momentum inside the furlong
grounds carried him to the lead and he won going
away by 4 3/4 lengths in 1:11.47.
“He kind of hopped at the start, then they flew
early and it ended up being a blessing,” Pletcher
said. “They really came back to him.”
Pletcher targeted the Saratoga Special before the
meet and figured Double Thunder would benefit
from more ground. Bought by Butler for Phoenix
Thoroughbreds out of last year’s Fasig-Tipton Select Yearling Showcase in Lexington, Double Thunder is out of the Grade 3-placed Tapit mare Rattataptap.
Double Thunder went to Payton Training Center
shortly after the sale and immediately made an impression. He trained forwardly and joined Pletcher’s wintertime contingent at Palm Beach Downs in
late March. About two months later he’s a debut
maiden winner and a month after that he became a
stakes winner.
“He was training at my dad’s and you could see
early on he was precocious,” Pletcher said. “One of
the first ones to come in and ran well in his debut.”
Double Thunder is one of 10 members of the
Saratoga Special field that won their debuts, along

Tod Marks

Ottoman Empire adds blinkers after placing fourth in the
Sanford on Opening Weekend.

with 2-1 favorite Doctor Jeff, stablemate Midnight
Worker, Royal Ascot runner Nakatomi, Ottoman
Empire, Stolen Base, Dance Code, Glacial, High
Oak and Red Run.
Doctor Jeff, a son of Street Boss who cost
$90,000 at last year’s Keeneland September sale,
won an off-the-turf 6-furlong maiden in a field of
five at Belmont Park July 10. Joel Rosario rode that
day and returns for trainer Rudy Rodriguez just to
the outside of Double Thunder in post eight.
Steve Asmussen adds blinkers to Winchell

Thoroughbreds’ Gunite, the 5-1 second choice off
a maiden win on the same card as Double Thunder. The son of leading freshman sire Gun Runner,
Gunite took three tries to break his maiden but
did it more than a second faster than the Bashford
Manor. Asmussen adds blinkers and Ricardo Santana Jr. returns to ride.
Three Diamonds Farm’s and Deuce Greathouse’s
Stolen Base breaks just to the inside of Double
Thunder for the meet’s leading trainer Mike Maker.
The son of Bodemeister won a restricted maiden
race – for auction purchases or RNA’s $45,000 or
less – July 23 in his only start. Jose Ortiz rides at
8-1.
Nakatomi, the 8-1 fourth choice for Javier Castellano and trainer Wesley Ward, makes his first
start since finishing eighth in the Group 2 Norfolk
Stakes at Royal Ascot June 17. The Firing Line
gelding won a 4 ½-furlong maiden on a sloppy
track during the Keeneland spring meeting.
Ottoman Empire runs back and adds blinkers
after a fourth in the Grade 3 Sanford during Opening Weekend, while Midnight Worker exits a debut
maiden score July 24. Dance Code also comes out
of the Sanford, where he finished third. Glacial and
Red Run finished third and fifth, respectively, in the
Bashford Manor while High Oak won a 5 ½-furlong maiden at Belmont Park in his debut June 26
for trainer Bill Mott. Kitodan, a winner of an offthe-turf 7-furlong maiden at Gulfstream, completes
the field.

PLAY LIKE
THE PROS
Visit us at

EquinEdge.com
today to claim your FREE WEEK!
No credit card or commitment required.
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SARATOGA ENTRIES
Saturday, August 14.
1ST (1:05PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Giramonte....................... E. Cancel........................... L. Gyarmati................... 6-1
2 ..... 2.............Suit of Armor.................. T. Gaffalione...................... B. Cox........................... 6-1
3 ..... 3.............King Moonracer.............. M. Franco......................... G. Weaver..................... 8-1
4 ..... 4.............Dashing Circles............... J. Ortiz.............................. O. Figgins, III............... 20-1
5 ..... 5.............King Angelo..................... J. Rosario......................... P. Serpe......................... 2-1
6 ..... 6.............The Great Gazoo.............. J. Lezcano........................ J. Vazquez................... 15-1
7 ..... 7.............War Smoke..................... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Englehart................... 9-5
8 ..... 8.............Brian’s Mission............... R. Santana, Jr................... M. Trombetta............... 12-1

5TH (3:23PM). $42,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Regal Quality................... D. Davis............................ R. Abrams................... 12-1
2 ..... 2.............Hammerin Aamer............ D. Cohen........................... O. Barrera, III.............. 10-1
3 ..... 3.............Win With Pride................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... O. Noda......................... 3-1
4 ..... 4.............Honorable Service........... J. Vargas, Jr...................... M. Moore.................... 15-1
5 ..... 5.............Popizar............................ T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker....................... 9-2
6 ..... 6.............Baby I’m Perfect............. J. Lezcano........................ R. Rodriguez................. 6-1
7 ..... 7.............Inscom............................ R. Santana, Jr................... R. Atras......................... 4-1
8 ..... 8.............Sicilia Mike...................... J. Castellano..................... W. Potts........................ 8-1
9 ..... 9.............Wagon Boss.................... J. Ortiz.............................. J. Englehart................... 5-1

2ND (1:41PM). $100,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Soar................................ J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 15-1
2 ..... 2.............Ubiquitous...................... M. Franco......................... S. Joseph, Jr................. 8-1
3 ..... 3.............Sticky Issue..................... R. Santana, Jr................... P. Walder....................... 6-1
4 ..... 4.............Flint Ridge....................... D. Davis............................ J. Sharp....................... 10-1
5 ..... 5.............Sound Money.................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 8-1
6 ..... 6.............Canyouhearmenow......... H. Harkie........................... D. Seyler..................... 50-1
7 ..... 7.............Askin for a Baskin........... J. Velazquez...................... J. Englehart................... 8-5
8 ..... 8.............Immortalization............... T. Gaffalione...................... J. Kimmel.................... 15-1
9 ..... 9.............Laughing Boy.................. J. Ortiz.............................. K. McPeek..................... 5-2

6TH (3:55PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Urban Forest................... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott......................... 5-1
2 ..... 2.............Power Agenda................. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... T. Pletcher..................... 9-5
3 ..... 3.............I’ll Figure It Out............... J. Rosario......................... D. Magner................... 12-1
4 ..... 4.............Duke of Edinburgh.......... J. Lezcano........................ I. Wilkes...................... 15-1
5 ..... 5.............Wild Appeal..................... D. Cohen........................... R. Diodoro................... 15-1
6 ..... 6.............Mike J............................. D. Davis............................ J. Englehart................. 20-1
7 ..... 7.............Magical Knight................ E. Cancel........................... J. Vazquez................... 30-1
8 ..... 8.............General Strike................. R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 5-1
9 ..... 9.............Don’t Wait Up.................. J. Castellano..................... A. Dutrow.................... 10-1
10..... 10...........Montauk Point................. J. Ortiz.............................. C. McGaughey III.......... 7-2
11..... AE..........Back to Normal............... T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker..................... 12-1
12..... AE..........Major General................. J. Rosario......................... T. Pletcher..................... 6-1

3RD (2:15PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 3.............Absam............................. J. Rosario......................... M. Maker....................... 2-1
1a ..... MTO.......First Line......................... T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker....................... 2-1
1x ..... 11...........Atone.............................. T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker....................... 2-1
2 ..... 1.............Alley Oop Johnny............ J. Castellano..................... B. Brown....................... 8-1
3 ..... 2.............Tapaloof.......................... D. Davis............................ J. Kimmel.................... 20-1
4 ..... 4.............Fair Haired Boy................ F. Geroux.......................... S. Joseph, Jr............... 20-1
5 ..... 5.............Klickitat........................... E. Cancel........................... J. Jerkens...................... 5-1
6 ..... 6.............Lonesome Fugitive (IRE).M. Franco......................... C. Brown....................... 4-1
7 ..... MTO.......Fingal.............................. J. Lezcano........................ C. Martin....................... 8-1
8 ..... 9.............St. Joe Louis (GB)........... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 7-2
9 ..... 10...........Cold Hard Cash............... J. Ortiz.............................. L. Rice........................... 6-1
4TH (2:47PM). $100,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ..... 4.............American Heiress (GB).... F. Geroux.......................... T. Pletcher..................... 8-1
1a ..... 5.............Fleeting Glimpse............. D. Davis............................ J. Antonucci.................. 8-1
2 ..... 1.............Investment Income......... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 2-1
3 ..... 2.............Palamos (GB).................. J. Alvarado....................... H. Motion...................... 5-2
4 ..... 3.............Point Wild....................... J. Ortiz.............................. K. McPeek..................... 8-1
5 ..... 6.............Baby Blythe..................... J. Rosario......................... C. McGaughey III.......... 4-1
6 ..... 7.............Mezcal............................. J. Castellano..................... T. Pletcher................... 10-1
7 ..... 8.............Tekila............................... E. Cancel........................... M. Hennig................... 10-1
8 ..... 9.............Empress Theodora.......... J. Velazquez...................... T. Albertrani................. 15-1

7TH (4:29PM). $52,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Bricco.............................. J. Lezcano........................ H. Bond....................... 12-1
2 ..... 2.............Big Blue........................... D. Davis............................ G. Arnold, II................ 12-1
3 ..... 3.............Assiduously (GB)............ J. Castellano..................... C. Brown....................... 5-2
4 ..... 4.............Restored Order............... I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... T. Pletcher..................... 7-2
5 ..... 5.............Amistad........................... E. Cancel........................... C. Englehart................. 12-1
6 ..... 6.............Extreme Force................. J. Ortiz.............................. M. Maker....................... 8-1
7 ..... 7.............K. K. Ichikawa................. J. Rosario......................... R. Rodriguez............... 10-1
8 ..... 8.............More Like It..................... M. Franco......................... R. Handal.................... 12-1
9 ..... 9.............Public Information.......... T. Gaffalione...................... W. Potts...................... 12-1
10..... 10...........Justintimeforwine........... J. Vargas, Jr...................... P. Reynolds................. 15-1
11..... 11...........Holy Emperor.................. R. Santana, Jr................... J. Sharp....................... 12-1
12..... 12...........Eucharist......................... D. Cohen........................... R. Klesaris................... 20-1
13..... AE..........Voliero............................ T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker..................... 12-1
14..... MTO.......Irish Giant....................... J. Ortiz.............................. L. Rice........................... 8-1
15..... MTO.......Cousin Andrew................ M. Franco......................... P. Walder....................... 2-1
16..... MTO.......Scotto............................. J. Rosario......................... R. Rodriguez................. 6-1

BIG DAYS, BIG WINS

10

celebrating

years

AUGUST 8:

CON LIMA Wins

$700,000

Saratoga Oaks-G3

Get Involved with ECLIPSE at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga This Week!
Horses purchased in last 9 years include: Belmont S. winner TAPWRIT, BC winner SHARING & G1 SW VALIANCE
ec lips et bpar t ner s .c om
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8TH (5:03PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1 ..... 5.............Mahaamel....................... J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher..................... 2-1
1a ..... 7.............Ashiham.......................... R. Santana, Jr................... T. Pletcher..................... 2-1
2 ..... 1.............Meister............................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... I. Wilkes...................... 20-1
3 ..... 2.............Ten for Ten...................... J. Castellano..................... C. McGaughey III.......... 9-2
4 ..... 3.............Speaker’s Corner............. J. Ortiz.............................. W. Mott......................... 6-1
5 ..... 4.............Ducale............................. M. Franco......................... B. Cox........................... 9-5
6 ..... 6.............Defeater.......................... J. Rosario......................... T. Amoss....................... 8-1
7 ..... 8.............Will Sing for Wine........... J. Lezcano........................ W. Mott....................... 12-1
8 ..... 9.............Mr. Tip............................. T. Gaffalione...................... M. Maker..................... 30-1
9TH (5:39PM). $200,000, THE SARATOGA SPECIAL PRESENTED BY MILLER LITE, 2YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Nakatomi......................... J. Castellano..................... W. Ward........................ 8-1
2 ..... 2.............Gunite............................. R. Santana, Jr................... S. Asmussen................. 5-1
3 ..... 3.............Ottoman Empire.............. D. Davis............................ T. Amoss..................... 15-1
4 ..... 4.............Kitodan............................ C. Sutherland.................... J. Delgado................... 30-1
5 ..... 5.............Midnight Worker............. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... T. Pletcher................... 10-1
6 ..... 6.............Stolen Base..................... J. Ortiz.............................. M. Maker....................... 8-1
7 ..... 7.............Double Thunder.............. J. Velazquez...................... T. Pletcher..................... 6-1
8 ..... 8.............Doctor Jeff...................... J. Rosario......................... R. Rodriguez................. 2-1
9 ..... 9.............Dance Code..................... J. Lezcano........................ J. Vazquez................... 15-1
10..... 10...........Glacial............................. T. Gaffalione...................... N. Casse...................... 15-1
11..... 11...........High Oak......................... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott....................... 12-1
12..... 12...........Red Run.......................... M. Franco......................... S. Asmussen............... 30-1
10TH (6:13PM). $500,000, STK - THE FOURSTARDAVE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1 ..... 1.............Raging Bull (FR).............. I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... C. Brown....................... 9-5
2 ..... 2.............Whisper Not (GB)............ J. Ortiz.............................. R. Baltas...................... 20-1
3 ..... 3.............Daddy Is a Legend.......... M. Franco......................... G. Weaver................... 20-1
4 ..... 4.............Casa Creed...................... J. Alvarado....................... W. Mott......................... 4-1
5 ..... 5.............Set Piece (GB)................. F. Geroux.......................... B. Cox........................... 5-2
6 ..... 6.............Got Stormy..................... T. Gaffalione...................... M. Casse..................... 10-1
7 ..... 7.............Field Pass........................ R. Santana, Jr................... M. Maker....................... 8-1
8 ..... 8.............Blowout (GB).................. J. Rosario......................... C. Brown....................... 6-1
11TH (6:47PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1 ..... 1.............Volkert............................ D. Davis............................ M. Hennig................... 15-1
2 ..... 2.............Neuro.............................. J. Castellano..................... R. Ribaudo.................... 4-1
3 ..... 3.............Frat.................................. T. Gaffalione...................... B. Levine..................... 15-1
4 ..... 4.............Dr. Blute.......................... J. Ortiz.............................. J. Kimmel...................... 7-2
5 ..... 5.............Clamor............................ J. Alvarado....................... T. Bush........................ 10-1
6 ..... 6.............Halpert............................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... J. Englehart................. 10-1
7 ..... 7.............Luna’s in Charge............. M. Franco......................... P. Bauer......................... 5-1
8 ..... 8.............Mommie’s Jewel............. J. Lezcano........................ J. Ryerson................... 30-1
9 ..... 9.............Dr. Duke.......................... E. Cancel........................... J. Antonucci.................. 9-2
10..... 10...........Phantom Smoke............. J. Rosario......................... C. Clement.................... 5-1
11..... AE..........High Limit Room............. J. Castellano..................... J. Camejo...................... 6-1
12..... AE..........Our Troubadour............... R. Santana, Jr................... E. Barker..................... 10-1
13..... AE..........Big Wonder..................... J. Samuel......................... N. Chatterpaul............. 15-1
14..... MTO.......Ninth Hour...................... . Rider TBA....................... O. Noda......................... 5-2
15..... MTO.......Him She Kisses............... E. Cancel........................... L. Rice........................... 8-1
16..... MTO.......Beautiful Karen................ I. Ortiz, Jr.......................... L. Rice........................... 6-1
Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

The Special’s handicappers
pick winners every day during Saratoga.
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Tom
Law

Charles
Bedard

King Angelo
War Smoke
Suit Of Armor
Askin For A Baskin
Laughing Boy
Sticky Issue
Maker entry
Klickitat
St. Joe Louis
Investment Income
Palamos
Tekila
Inscom
Wagon Boss
Win With Pride
Montauk Point
Power Agenda
Don’t Wait Up
Cousin Andrew
Assiduously
Restored Order
Ducale
Pletcher entry
Ten For Ten
Double Thunder
High Oak
Gunite
Raging Bull
Set Piece
Blowout
Ninth Hour
Phantom Smoke
Dr. Duke

War Smoke
King Angelo
Brian’s Mission
Askin For A Baskin
Laughing Boy
Soar
Maker entry
Alley Oop Johnny
Lonesome Fugitive
Palamos
Investment Income
Baby Blythe
Win With Pride
Wagon Boss
Popizar
Montauk Point
Power Agenda
General Strike
Cousin Andrew
Extreme Force
Restored Order
Ducale
Mahaamel
Defeater
Double Thunder
Gunite
High Oak
Set Piece
Casa Creed
Raging Bull
Neuro
Luna’s In Charge
Dr. Blute

King Angelo
Dashing Circles
Suit Of Armor
Laughing Boy
Askin For A Baskin
Canyouhearmenow
Maker entry
Lonesome Fugitive
Klickitat
Investment Income
Palamos
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Baby I’m Perfect
Inscom
Win With Pride
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Ducale
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Raging Bull
Ninth Hour
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Dr. Blute

War Smoke
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Suit of Armor
Askin For A Baskin
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Laughing Boy
Klickitat
Maker entry
Alley Oop Johnny
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Baby Blythe
Palomos
Popizar
Wagon Boss
Sicilia Mike
Montauk Point
Power Agenda
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Assiduously
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Mahaamel
Speakers Corner
Stolen Base
Double Thunder
Doctor Jeff
Blowout
Raging Bull
Field Pass
Frat
Phantom Smoke
Luna’s In Charge

Dashing Circles
Suit Of Armor
Brian’s Mission
Askin For A Baskin
Sound Money
Laughing Boy
Cold Hard Cash
Absam
Lonesome Fugitive
Palamos
Investment Income
American Heiress
Sicilia Mike
Win With Pride
Inscom
Montauk Point
General Strike
Major General
Extreme Force
Restored Order
Voliero
Ashiham
Ducale
Speaker’s Corner
Gunite
Double Thunder
Midnight Worker
Got Stormy
Set Piece
Raging Bull
Phantom Smoke
Dr. Blute
Volkert

69/224

72/224

65/224

64/224

45/224

John
Shapazian

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
2021 Records

EONS

Wins Buckland Stakes
at Colonial Downs
JEANIE B
2nd Grade 2
Royal North Stakes
24

Rob
Whitlock

353357

X

Race #

WINNERS BOUGHT,
MANAGED, OR OWNED

RIVERDEE STABLE & CLANCY BLOODSTOCK

Sean Clancy | 302-545-7713
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TALE OF THE CAT STAKES RECAP

Known
Location

Wondrwherecraigis
gives Russell first
Saratoga stakes win
BY MARY EDDY
If you were curious to know the whereabouts
of Wondrwherecraigis around 5:45 p.m. Friday,
he was in the Saratoga Race Course winner’s circle
beneath a rainbow having his picture taken after
winning the $120,000 Tale Of The Cat Stakes for
trainer Brittany Russell.
About an hour after a black raincloud swept
Continued On Page 28
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Wondrwherecraigis rolls to victory in Friday’s Tale Of The Cat Stakes.

The Saratoga Special

Dave Harmon

Saturday, August 14, 2021

F irst Time Out!

2YO MSW WINNERS AT SARATOGA
TRAVIS DURR GRADUATE

DAUFUSKIE ISLAND

wins MSW Thursday at The Spa
TRAINER: JEREMIAH ENGLEHART
OWNER: ROBERT HAHN

TRAVIS DURR GRADUATE

SUE ELLEN MISHKIN
wins MSW Friday at The Spa
TRAINER: JORGE ABREU
OWNER: GOLD SQUARE

A job well done, a name you can rely on.

WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER
ST. MATTHEWS, SC • OFFICE: 803.655.5738 • EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM
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Tale Of The Cat –
Continued from page 26

NY Bred Updates
FASIG TIPTON - BARN 6

Featuring yearlings by Constitution, Freud,
Kantharos, Mastery, Unied, Union Jackson,
Tiznow, War Correspondent
308 - CONSTITUTION FILLY

1/2 Sister, SHAKEM has updated earnings at 3, 2021,
$27,730

319 - MASTERY FILLY

1/2 Brother, MISCHIEF MOGUL is placed in 1 start at 2,2021,
$10,200

424 - KANTHAROS FILLY

1/2 Sister, Ready A. P. is a TDN Rising Star on
debut, winner in 2 starts at 2, 2021, $61,250, 2nd
in the Rick Violette Stakes (SAR, $20,000)

434 - UNION JACKSON COLT

over the course and forced the prior race into a weather delay, Wondrwherecraigis stormed home over
the main track listed as fast to win the
first stakes of his career and the first
Saratoga stakes for Russell.
The win took a moment to set in
for Russell, who was still stunned at
the milestone that had just occurred.
“Yeah, actually, this is my first
stakes win here,” she said. “It’s huge.
It hasn’t really hit yet, to be honest.
But I know I’m thrilled. Everyone really supports us. You win a stake at
Saratoga, that’s a big deal. It’s so nice
to see something go the right way for
such a cool horse. He’s a gelding and
if we keep doing things right by him,
he’ll be around for a while.”
Getting a leg up on Wondrwherecraigis for first time after his regular rider, Russell’s husband Sheldon,
couldn’t make the trip from Maryland, Luis Saez sent the 4-year-old
gelding to a half-length lead from the
gate.
Recovering from some trouble
when steadied after bumping Wind
of Change at the break, Wondrwherecraigis maintained a quick pace up

front, going a half in :45.17.
A slight drift in the stretch after
going three-wide turning for home
didn’t matter to the son of Munnings,
who drove to the wire and turned
back a challenge from My Boy Tate to
his inside, to win by 2 3/4 lengths. My
Boy Tate finished 2 ¼ lengths in front
of John Morrissey winner and 2-1
favorite Foolish Ghost. Wondrwherecraigis won in 1:09.53.
“He was pretty quick,” Saez said.
“The plan was to try to break from
there and see where we are. It felt like
someone clipped heels with him and
he fell a little bit behind right after
the start, but he’s a pretty fast horse
and at the second jump, he was right
there. He just kept going. He’s a pretty nice horse.”
Russell admired the gelding’s
toughness.
“He ran hard. He kept his head
down and kept fighting to the wire,”
Russell said. “That’s the Craig we
know and love. This horse is special,
and we’ve had him in the barn for a
long time. The partners have let us do
what we’ve needed to with him and
it’s rewarding to see patience pay off.”
Wondrwherecraigis is owned in
partnership by Michael Dubb, The
Elkstone Group, Madaket Stables
Continued On Page 30

In 2nd dam, FINANCIAL SYSTEM has 8 wins to 7, 2021,
$264,620

490 - TIZNOW COLT

1/2 sister, PRETTY CLEVER is a winner at 3, 2021, $56,600

496 - FREUD COLT

In 2nd dam, UNBOUNDED has updated earnings of
$80,705, and not shown in catalog, AMERICA’S JUSTICE
has 2 wins at 3, 2021, $24,215

501 - WAR CORRESPONDENT FILLY

1/2 Sister, KNOWING GLANCE is placed in 1 start at 2, 2021,
$12,000

526 - UNION JACKSON COLT

1/2 Brother, MASTER GUNNER has updated earnings of
$52,246

546 - WAR CORRESPONDENT COLT

1/2 Sister, CHOTEAU has 7 wins to 7, 2021, $121,493 &
1/2 Brother RUMOHR REIGNS has updated earnings of
$9,530

All yearlings by SEQUEL STALLIONS are
Nominated to the NY Stallion Stakes Series
Wondrwherecraigis strikes a pose after his stakes win.
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Tale Of The Cat –
Continued from page 28
and Michael Caruso. The Tale Of The Cat is the second
stakes win of the week for Dubb, who took Thursday’s
Saratoga Dew Handicap with Dancing Kiki. Happy to be
in the winner’s circle again, Dubb said he is always appreciative to win at Saratoga.
“It’s surreal,” he said. “As a horse owner, we work
hard and we do a lot of work on our horses; thinking
about spots, what trainers fit them the right way. We really do it for Saratoga. That’s where we want all our hard

Join The Club

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

work to show.”
The Russell-trained Maythehorsebwithu won the Miracle Wood Stakes in February at Laurel Park for Dubb and
Bethlehem Stables.
“We’ve been with Brittany a couple of years and she’s
wonderful,” Dubb said. “She’s easy to talk to, she and her
husband both get on the horses. I have to give a shoutout
to him. He’s been on the horse a bunch of times. He’s really been a factor in the horse’s development.”
A yearling purchase for the partnership, Russell was
patient with Wondrwherecraigis, giving him all the time
he needed to reach his potential.
“She has done a phenomenal job,” said Dubb. “She
stopped on him when he needed it, and the horse likes
to win. The horse is based in Maryland and I didn’t even
know she was going to consider this.”
A step up in class turned out to be a good spot for Wondrwherecraigis, who was a 5 3/4-length winner last time
at Pimlico in an optional claimer. He showed promise last
year after winning his first two races and finishing third
via disqualification in the Gold Fever Stakes and Russell
tried him in the Grade 2 Amsterdam Stakes. He finished
fourth behind Yaupon, Basin and Premier Star.
The Tale Of The Cat Stakes was the third start for
Wondrwherecraigis after a nine-month layoff. Now back
in good order, Russell will let ‘Craig’ tell her where to go
next.
“We’ll regroup and go from here,” she said. “He’ll
come home to Maryland. The DeFrancis Memorial Dash
might not be a bad spot. ... But this win is definitely a highlight for me. He ran his heart out for us today.”

Friday Night’s

“DEADLINE DINNER”
Presented by:

presented by

Racehorse
Pre-Training
in Ocala, Florida

Bringing out
their Best!

BEER IS BACK ON
THE TABLE!

CASUAL EATS
& DRINKS

86 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS

84 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS

HENRYSTREETTAPROOM.COM

FLATBREAD.SOCIAL

To discuss your
requirements contact
Nick Esler
(561) 634-1306
Carl Allsop
(434) 484-2086

info@sandhurst-tb.com

y

For More Information Visit

sandhurst-thoroughbreds.com
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ONE HORSE

Keeneland September buyers
and sellers remember some
names from the past.

TIGHTLY TWISTED, 2017. Buyer, owner and trainer Juanita Bennett.
When Jeff Bennett retired from a 35-year career as a corporate pilot for Campbell’s Soup, he told his wife
Juanita what he wanted to do to celebrate. “Go to Keeneland,” he said. So they went to the September Sale, to
shop for a filly to race and hopefully improve their small Pennsylvania breeding program. They came home
with Tightly Twisted, a Hard Spun filly who has won five races – two of them stakes – and earned $250,305.
“We looked at the catalogs and tried to pick out something we could afford, that we knew wouldn’t go for $250,000 or
something way beyond our price range. Either it’s the mare’s first foal and the mare could run a little bit or she’s produced
something that could run a little bit. We try and avoid the ones that have had five or six foals that haven’t done anything.
“We narrowed it down to five that year and then we looked at them. I start with the head and if I like that I go from there.
I loved her head. Hopefully they’re pretty correct. When she went through the ring, she RNA’d for $65,000 and coming out
the people from Gainesway asked us if we wanted her. We’d been to look at her three times and I guess they remembered
us. We bought her for $65,000 as a private sale. We just got really lucky with her.
“Of course, when we went back to look at her there was a piece of masking tape on the door
SEPTEMBER that said, ‘Kicks’ and then we couldn’t get her on the trailer until some guys from Brook-Ledge
M O N . 13 - S AT. 2 4
helped. We took her to Wendy and Travis Kinnamon to get started and she hasn’t kicked since.”
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EVAN SHIPMAN STAKES RECAP

A Big
Moment

Sea Foam gives
Giangiulio first win
BY MARY EDDY

Friday morning was like any other morning for
trainer Michelle Giangiulio. At around 8:15, she
bathed Alpine Queen after she galloped her over
the main track, returning her to her stall before
moving on to saddle Joey Loose Lips for his turn
around the oval.
Giangiulio’s barn is mainly a one-woman operation. She sees to each aspect of her five horses’ care;
training, riding and grooming each of them.
Continued On Page 34
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Sea Foam floats home with an easy win in Thursday’s Evan Shipman.
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MARYLAND HORSE LIBRARY
& EDUCATION CENTER

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

Celebrating the past–nurturing our future

Located in the heart of historic
Reisterstown, the Maryland Horse
Library & Education Center will
honor the history of horses in
Maryland and serve as a hub for
learning and collaboration.
To be a part of this exciting project, visit

MarylandHorse.com/library
or call Jordyn at 240-801-6552
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Shipman –
Continued from page 32

MAKE
YOUR
PICKS!
RACE FANS, YOU DECIDE THE
2021 FINALISTS FOR YOUR FAVORITE
TV PERSONALITY

“I get here around 4 a.m. I get all
my stalls clean, get my buckets done
and try to get everything done before
the track closes,” Giangiulio said. “I
take my time. I don’t rush and I think
the horses appreciate it.”
The horses have shown appreciation in the way they’ve run. After being on the board in all five of her other starts, she earned the first victory of
her young career Wednesday with Sea
Foam in the Evan Shipman Handicap.
“I’m so motivated right now,” she
said. “This is what I’ve wanted to do
my whole life. It’s a dream come true
for me to be able to train my own
horses. I’ve been wanting this for so
long and I’m so grateful to have what
I have. I’m happy with five (horses).
I’m sure I’ll grow from that, but for
now, I’m happy where I am.”
Giangiulio started in the industry working for her uncle, Breeders’
Cup Dirt Mile-winning trainer Carlos
Guerrero. After several years at Parx
Racing with Guerrero, an opportunity
arose to move to New York and work
with Chad Brown. Over the next six
years, she gained experience working
for other trainers, too, including Tom
Morley and Joe Sharp. At the end of
last year she decided to apply for her
license and step out on her own.
“Carlos was my biggest mentor,”
Giangiulio said. “He taught me everything from the ground up about what
you need to know about a racehorse.
I’ll have (his lessons) with me forever.
I wanted to go to a bigger (racetrack),

and once I saw the difference from
Parx to New York, I knew I wanted
to be involved here.
Making the move from assistant
to head trainer wasn’t easy at first for
Giangiulio. Finding horses to fill her
stalls was a challenge, and her luck in
the claim box didn’t go her way.
“I really had a hard time keeping
stock at the beginning. My horses kept getting claimed, and then I
couldn’t win any shakes. I lost 10 in a
row, and a couple were small shakes.
I thought I would have at least gotten
one. I was getting so frustrated, but
then I won two in a row.”
The two claims that finally went
her way were Sea Foam and 3-yearold filly Alpine Queen, both of which
were claimed with owner Ten Strike
Racing.
Ten Strike’s Marshall Gramm took
a chance on Giangiulio, helping to get
her stable off the ground when they
sent Parade Field to her barn. He finished third Feb. 15 at Aqueduct in Giangiulio’s training debut.
After meeting Giangiulio in her
days as an assistant, Gramm thought
of her hard-working attitude when
considering trainers to hire in New
York.
“Carlos was the main trainer I had
horses with,” Gramm said Friday. “I
got to know Michelle when she was
working for him. When she moved to
New York we kept in touch. I sent a
few of my horses from Oaklawn to
her and every horse we have sent out
with her has been live. She’s a problem solver, she’s willing to give her
horses time and I’m most impressed
Continued On Page 36

RADIO SHOW/PODCAST
RACETRACK FOOD
SMALL-MID CIRCUIT RACETRACK

Visit AmericasBestRacing.net
to Pick November’s Finalists!

STARTS JULY 31

Trainer Michelle Giangiulio (right) smiles in the winner’s circle.
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Shipman –
Continued from page 34
with her work ethic. We are thrilled.”
Giangiulio is appreciative of the opportunity.
“I couldn’t ask to have better owners to start
out with,” she said. “They’re so supportive and I
wouldn’t be here without Marshall. You can’t just
go and claim a horse, you have to have a starter
to be able to claim, so it’s very hard to get going if
someone doesn’t send you a horse. He took a shot.
We didn’t win (the first time), but every horse we
have had has ran well.”
The leading runner of the five has been Sea
Foam, who earned $55,000 for his Evan Shipman
victory. Claimed for $45,000 out of a win July 30,
Giangiulio said it was Gramm who had the idea to

Join The Club
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pick up the son of Medaglia d’Oro.
“Marshall texted me about him, and I had looked
at him, but I wasn’t sure if they wanted to claim one
for that price or not. When I looked at (the horse) I
said ‘absolutely, he’s made over $600,000.’ As soon
as I saw him, I went and dropped the claim. We
won a two-way shake.”
Feeling confident in his talent, Giangiulio decided to wheel the 6-year-old back in the Even Shipman two weeks later.
“He ran so big in his last race and came out of it
so good,” Giangiulio said. “I knew (the Evan Shipman) was coming up short and I talked with the
owners. We knew it was quick to run him back, but
they said ‘let’s go for it.’ ”
Sea Foam was sent to the front from the outset
by Joel Rosario, a tactic that has proven successful for the horse throughout his career. Kept to an
easy pace, he rolled through a half in :48.15 down
on the inside before being swung three-wide on the
turn.
Under a drive from Rosario, he powered home 5
lengths clear of runner-up Three Jokers, who made
a late run on the outside. The final time for the 1
1/8 miles was 1:50.91.
Giangiulio’s victory in the Evan Shipman came
on the heels of a tough loss with Joey Loose Lips
in an Aug. 5 allowance. He was caught at the wire
and beaten a neck by the Brad Cox-trained Bingo
John. She was sure that race would be her first win,
but Sea Foam’s victory put the runner-up effort
with Joey Loose Lips in perspective.

The Saratoga Special

“I thought that one was going to be it, but I
guess it was all meant to be,” she said. “I think
God saved the stakes race for me to have my first.”
Gramm shared a similar sentiment toward the
tough luck they faced when trying to claim horses
this meet.
“We actually lost the shake for (Saratoga Dew
winner) Dancing Kiki, but if we had gotten her,
we probably wouldn’t have gone to a stakes race
and we wouldn’t have had room for Sea Foam,”
Gramm said. “In a lot of ways, it was a blessing to
lose so much.”
As Giangiulio continued her busy morning and
legged herself up on Joey Loose Lips, she made her
way to the main track amidst a flood of congratulatory quips and well wishes from other riders and
horsemen. Now with the words “stakes-winning
trainer” attached to her name, Giangiulio is savoring her moment in the spotlight.
“I’ve been hearing people say (the Evan Shipman) was the moment of the meet and it’s so cool,”
Giangiulio said. “To have that moment is awesome.
There’s people who became instant fans after that
race. People come up to me asking ‘are you Michelle?’ and congratulating me. I just keep reliving
it. It’s so epic.”
Giangiulio is confident she and her horses be
up for the continued challenges on the tough New
York circuit.
“We’re up against the best, but if I can beat these
guys here, I can win anywhere.”
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2021 September Meet
Stakes Schedule

2021 Fall Meet
Stakes Schedule

S EPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 3

OCTOBER 31 – NOVEMBER 28

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” | 2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

S TAR S OF TOMOR R OW I

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

STREET SENSE

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

POCAHONTAS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” | 2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

Runs Sat., Nov. 6
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

Runs Sat., Nov. 13
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

Runs Sat., Nov. 20
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

Runs Thurs., Nov. 25
$500,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
1 3/16 Mile

Runs Fri., Nov. 26
$750,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

HARRODS CREEK
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

GOLDEN ROD (GII)
2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII)
2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary (502) 638-3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com
Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: (502) 638-3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com
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Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

FERN CREEK

Closes Sept. 24
($0 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)
Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Miles

LIVELY SHIVELY

ACK ACK (GIII)
Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Mile

S TAR S OF TOMOR R OW I I

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES
Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$160,000 (includes $61,500 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Nov. 6
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

CLARK (GI)
presented by Norton Healthcare

BOURBON TRAIL
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Oct. 30
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

FALLS CITY (GII)

DOGWOOD (Listed)
Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Oct. 23
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

CHILUKKI (GIII)

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED SOCIETY
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

DREAM SUPREME

OPEN MIND (Listed)
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

RAGS TO RICHES
Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

BET ON SUNSHINE

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)
Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

The Saratoga Special

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles
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MAHONY STAKES RECAP

Miracle
Man

Dave Harmon

Arrest Me Red (right) digs in late to
win Wednesday’s Mahony.

Arrest Me Red gets
a comeback victory
BY TERRY HILL

When Arrest Me Red crossed the finish for a neck
victory in the $116,400 Mahony Stakes Wednesday
at Saratoga Race Course, Gretchen Jackson called
it “a miracle.”
Jackson, who bred and owns the 3-year-old colt
with her husband Roy, wasn’t thinking of the win
as much as the mere fact that the Wesley Ward
trainee was even racing.
“After his last race as a 2-year-old, he had an
accident jumping out of his paddock and he hasn’t
raced for eight months,” Roy Jackson said. “It was
down in Ocala, so we weren’t there, but we saw

the pictures and it was very bad. Wesley’s had him
through the rehab.”
A homebred for the Jackson’s Lael Stable, Arrest
Me Red had just completed a promising 2-year-old
season when he had to be shut down. He won two
of four as a juvenile, including the Atlantic Beach

Stakes on the grass at Aqueduct for trainer Arnaud
Delacour. The comeback was slow, but lately he’d
been working regularly and his last three breezes on
turf at Saratoga impressed his connections.
John Velazquez had been in the saddle for those
Continued On Page 39

Maryland State Fair

Racing at the Big T
$287,000 Daily Purses

AUG 27 Post Time 3 pm College Day at the Fair Visit MarylandStateFair.com for details
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Aug 29 • 2YOs, 6.5 fur. NOMINATIONS CLOSE AUG 21 MIDNIGHT
*$75,000 guaranteed + $25,000 MD-BRED OR MD-SIRED + $25,000 MD-BRED & MD-SIRED
CONTACT Timonium Racing Secretary Georganne Hale 443-506-6916
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Mahony –

A.G. VANDERBILT ALICIBIADES ARLINGTON MILLION AWESOME AGAIN
BELMONT DERBY BREEDERS’ CUP TURF
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC BREEDERS’ CU
Continued from page 38
FILLY AND MARE TURF DELAWARE HANDICAP
DONN HANDICAP
morning workouts and despite the
Mahony being a somewhat ambitious
DUBAI WORLD CUP FRIZETTE FOREGO FRANK KILROE MILE GARDEN CITY GRAN
comeback spot, the Hall of Fame jockNATIONAL HURDLE HASKELL INVITATIONAL HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP IROQUOIS
ey was confident.
“He’d been going so nice in the
HURDLE JOE HIRSCH TURF CLASSIC KENTUCKY DERBY
mornings,” he said. “We expected him
to run like this.”
KING’S BISHOP LONESOME GLORY HURDLE MAKER’S 46 MILE MANHATTAN
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ing the last 13 as a senior vice president
CIBIADES ARLINGTON MILLION
AWESOMEwww.fairhilletc.com
AGAIN BELMONT DERBY BREEDER
Phone: 610-496-5080
with the NYRA. One of the advantages
© KATHEE RENGERT
of recently established stakes is that
the TURF
CUP
BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSICPHOTOBREEDERS’
CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF DEL
eponymous Mr. Mahony was actually
WARE
DONN HANDICAP DUBAI WORLD CUP
FLORIDA DERBY
FR
in the winner’s enclosure to present
to HANDICAP
the winning owners.
ZETTE FOREGO FRANK KILROE MILE GARDEN CITY
Saturday, August 14, 2021
The Saratoga
Special
39
GRAND NATIONAL HURDLE
HASKELL
INVITATIONAL HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP
IR

Winning when it matters.

Jailbreak

Trainers McPeek, Abreu win
Friday after lengthy quarantine
BY MARY EDDY

SARATOGA RACING RECAP

Saratoga Race Course is a difficult
place to win a race, especially after
having a training schedule disrupted
by an unforeseeable virus and accompanying quarantine. That was the
case for Kenny McPeek, who missed
21 days of racing and was forced to
train on a modified schedule after a
case of equine herpesvirus placed
Barn 86 in the Oklahoma Annex under a mandatory quarantine.
During the 21 days, McPeek’s
horses were assigned a training time
outside regular hours, keeping his
horses separate from other trainees to
prevent potential spread of the highly
contagious virus that actually affected another trainer in the same barn.

The quarantine also forced champion 3-year-old filly Swiss Skydiver to
miss the Grade 3 Shuvee and Travers
hopeful King Fury from starting in
the Grade 2 Jim Dandy.
Things didn’t get back to normal right away for McPeek once the
quarantine was lifted. He was denied
entries for the first three days back,
NYRA stating that fields for those
races were drawn prior to the quarantine end date.
He finally returned to the entry box
with He’s No Lemon in the Aug. 5
Birdstone Stakes and it’s been a tough
Continued On Page 41
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Dave Harmon

Far Away Look pulls away late to win Friday’s first race for trainer Kenny McPeek.
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climb back for a barn that had its normal routines disrupted.
McPeek and his team breathed a sigh of relief when, after 13
winless starts to start the meet, they came away with the first
winner when Far Away Look took Friday’s opener.
Far Away Look made his first start off an eight-month
layoff, dropping in for a tag after two off-the-board finishes
in maiden special weights. The win didn’t come easy, bumping two horses at the start and being forced to steady in the
stretch after having to swing three-wide in the turn. He won
by 1 1/2 lengths over Flipping Fun under Jose Ortiz.
“We just wanted to break the ice and we finally did,” said
Francis Chiumiento, McPeek’s assistant. “We are so excited.
Our whole organization has been rooting for us and pushing
for us. When we were under quarantine, we had 24-7 security. We want to thank the racing office and security for all their
accommodations.”
Chiumiento said Far Away Look benefitted from a change
in equipment along with a drop in class.
“Putting on the blinkers helped,” he said. “We have been
working on him and he ran a tremendous race. It always helps
when you have one of the best riders in the country too.”
Far Away Look was claimed out of the race for $25,000 by
Frank Catapano and trainer Wayne Potts.
Three races later, trainer Jorge Abreu, who had a horse
test positive for equine herpesvirus and shares Barn 86 with
Continued On Page 42
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Sue Ellen Mishkin wins Friday’s sixth for trainer Jorge Abreu.
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McPeek, picked up his second of
three wins on the card when Supply
And Demand completed a last-to-first
finish to nab the Tom Amoss-trained
Air Show at the wire.
Ridden by Ortiz, the son of Exaggerator trailed the field as Likeable set
a quick pace of:45.39 to the half-mile.
Sweeping wide on the turn, he won
the 6-furlong claimer by a nose.
After a fourth last time out at 411, Abreu said the winning effort from
the 3-year-old gelding was a pleasant
surprise.
“I can’t lie to you, I wasn’t expecting him to run this big because he was
too far behind turning for home,” he
said. “I never thought he was going to
make up all that ground, but he did.”
Like McPeek, Abreu faced a challenging training schedule while under
quarantine. His three wins Friday
were his first since runners from the
quarantined barn were cleared for entry.
“I’m so glad we are out of it,” he
said. “That was a step back for me.
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Dancing Kiki (right) breaks with the field en route to a win in Thursday’s Saratoga Dew Stakes .

All my horses were doing pretty well
early on and then had to step back
for 21 days. Everybody seems to be
coming around now and everyone has
been running well.”
Abreu’s other wins Friday came in
the second with Price Talk and in the
sixth with first-time starter Sue Ellen
Mishkin.

Owner Timothy O’Toole and
trainer Anthony Dutrow won a fourway shake to claim Supply And Demand out of the fourth for $40,000.
• Dancing Kiki’s long road to blacktype success came with a frontrunning
victory in Thursday’s $100,000 Saratoga Dew Handicap. Making her first

The Saratoga Special

Dave Harmon

start for leading trainer Mike Maker
and leading owner Michael Dubb after she was claimed for $35,000 July
22, Dancing Kiki made easy work of
the step up in class.
After nine in-the-money efforts in
15 maiden attempts, she graduated
Continued On Page 43
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in a New York-bred $40,000 maiden claimer Jan. 24 at Aqueduct. She
went on to win a New York-bred allowance in her second start against
winners and finished off the board in
her other stakes try, the Critical Eye
this spring at Belmont Park.
With Jose Ortiz aboard in the
Saratoga Dew, the 4-year-old Blame
filly was hurried to the front of the
field of five, having her own way up
front as she coasted through a half in
:48.48. Dancing Kiki looked to be in
trouble at the top of the stretch when
runner-up Maiden Beauty and thirdplace finisher Mrs. Orb made a bid
for the lead to her outside and inside.
With a tap of the crop from Ortiz,
Dancing Kiki rebroke to hold her lead
and finished strong under a hand ride,
crossing the finish line 4 1/2 lengths in
the clear. The filly covered the 1 1/8
mile in 1:51.71.
“I knew I was going to break sharp
coming off a sprint race,” said Ortiz.
“The other speed (Simply Ravishing)
was coming off the layoff. I knew I

Dancing Kiki (right) stays clear at the finish to collect her first stakes win.

had speed, the only question was if
she would handle the mile-and-aneighth, and she did it nicely. She had
plenty left in the last eighth, she was
still running pretty decently.”
The Saratoga Dew marked the first
time the filly had run the 1 1/8-mile

Dave Harmon

distance, but Maker was sure the
change would not bother her.
“She was doing well,” he said. “I
wasn’t really concerned. Jose seemed
to make an easy lead, so that added to
the confidence.”
Dancing Kiki won by 5 1/4 lengths

last time and Maker said it was Dubb
who made the call to send her to the
Saratoga Dew.
“I claimed her on Michael Dubb’s
recommendation, and I ran her here
on (his) recommendation.”
With Dancing Kiki sired by Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Blame, Dubb
felt her pedigree and versatility in distance were reason to bring the filly to
the barn of Maker.
“It was a little bit (about) the
breeding... the horse had been running at various distances and I have
had luck with Mike stretching horses
out,” said Dubb. “I think he’s known
for, whether it’s turf or dirt, stretching horses out. It seemed like a horse
(who could).”
Currently tied with Three Diamonds Farm for leading owner at
Saratoga, Dubb has had a strong presence in New York racing for over two
decades and is a top owner at NYRA
each year. After his win Thursday, he
was reflective about the community in
the New York program.
“There’s a lot of camaraderie and
good feeling among the participants
in the New York-bred program,” he
Continued On Page 44
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said. “They’re kind of a family, so it’s
nice to participate and be (here).”
• Fans gave a round of applause
for Jalon Samuel as he visited Saratoga’s winner’s circle for the first time
Thursday after upsetting the seventh
race with longshot Take It Off for
trainer A. C. Avila.
“This is awesome,” said Samuel, a
native of Barbados. “This is what you
work hard towards. When it comes,
this is it.”
Samuel started his career with
success at the Barbados Turf Club
at Garrison Savannah. He won the
Group 1 Barbados Gold Cup a record
five times, most recently taking the
2020 edition with Night Prowler. He
moved his tack to Calder Race Course
in 2012 and won his first U.S. race
aboard Isutalkintome before winning
one more race and placing in eight
others that year. He later rode Street
Prancer to victory in the 2014 Manitoba Stakes at Assiniboia Downs.
After riding regularly at Gulfst-
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ream Park for several years, Samuel
decided to give the New York colony a try. He made his Saratoga debut
on Opening Day aboard the Lloyd
MacKinnon-trained Lomu. He had
27 other mounts since, finishing on
the board with three.
Take It Off led the entire 7-furlong
trip at 38-1, less than a month after
finishing a distant third in a $25,000
claiming race at Monmouth Park. She
won by 4 lengths from Malibu Luna
Thursday for her second win in 11
starts.
Samuel rode the 3-year-old Goldencents filly two starts back when
she finished third for a $16,000 tag at
Belmont Park July 4.
“She ran good. I was hoping to
get a good trip and a good break,”
he said. “The last time, I used her up
a little too early. This time, I tried to
save her for a little bit more in the
home stretch and it worked out perfect.”
Samuel acknowledged the tough
riding colony at Saratoga and said the
key to his success will be dedication
and perseverance.
“The key is to keep working hard,
Continued On Page 45

Jalon Samuel celebrates his first Saratoga win.

The Saratoga Special

Dave Harmon

Saturday, August 14, 2021

Recap –

Saratoga Leaders

Continued from page 44
to keep putting in (the work),” he
said. “It’s a game of success; getting
up early in the morning, keep doing
what you love. Riding here is beautiful. It’s a dream come true.”
• The clubhouse filled with commotion and celebration after Jordan’s
Leo won Wednesday’s seventh race
for trainer Todd Pletcher and owner
StarLadies Racing. Making her turf
debut, the 3-year-old Malibu Moon
filly responded well to the surface
change to earn the second win of her
career.
Racing off the pace set by Miss
Delicious, Ricardo Santana Jr. sat
patiently on the daughter of Malibu
Moon before giving the signal at the
top of the stretch after 6 furlongs in
1:10.62. Jordan’s Leo found more
in the lane and won by a half-length
over Town Avenger in the 9-furlong
turf optional.
As Jordan’s Leo made her move at
the top of the stretch, Laurie Wolf,
founder of StarLadies Racing, led a
chorus of cheers as the partnership
watched their first victory of the meet.
“It’s amazing,” Wolf said. “(Saratoga) is a great place to win a race,
and a tough place to win a race. We
were having trouble getting dirt races to make for her. Todd breezed her
on the turf and he liked what he saw.
We looked at each other and I said,
‘stranger things have happened.’ We
are very pleased.”
A $150,000 purchase for Starlight
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TRAINERS........................ 1ST
Mike Maker................................ 19
Chad Brown............................... 17
Todd Pletcher............................. 12
Steve Asmussen........................ 11
Brad Cox...................................... 9
Christophe Clement...................... 8
Rob Atras..................................... 7
Bill Mott....................................... 7
Rudy Rodriguez........................... 6
Robertino Diodoro....................... 5
Danny Gargan.............................. 5
JOCKEYS......................... 1ST
Luis Saez.................................... 39
Jose Ortiz................................... 32
Irad Ortiz Jr................................ 28
Tyler Gaffalione.......................... 19
Joel Rosario............................... 18
Ricardo Santana Jr..................... 17
Jose Lezcano............................. 12
Dylan Davis................................ 11
Manny Franco............................ 10
Javier Castellano.......................... 8
Through Friday
Racing at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky yearling sale, Jordan’s Leo has
now earned $107,050 with two wins
and two placings in five starts.
• Still celebrating last weekend’s
Grade 1 Test Stakes victory with Bella
Sophia, trainer Rudy Rodriguez had
Continued On Page 46

grab your boots
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Divining Rod

Tapit-Precious Kitten, by Catienus

Is he the next Constitution? Maryland’s son of Tapit climbing the First-Crop Sires
List to No. 12. Debut second for Vodkatini yesterday at Pimlico for Lael Stable.
Property of Lael Stable, Country Life Farm, Gainesway Farm.
Dave Harmon

Standing at Country Life Farm in Maryland for $5,000 LFSN.

Evvie Jets gets a well-deserved drink after winning Friday’s third for trainer Tony Dutrow.

Recap –
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644 v Mike Pons 410-459-8517
Christy Holden 410-808-1325 v Bel Air, Maryland
410-879-1952 v info@countrylifefarm.com v countrylifefarm.com

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country

“Springdale in Camden? Utopia for horses. Dirt
tracks, grass gallops, trails. It’s a wonderful place
to get young ones ready and freshen older horses.”
–Trainer Barclay Tagg

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com
Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds in training sales
Yearling to 2-year-old prep
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more reasons to smile Wednesday
when Trinni Luck scored an openlength victory in the eighth.
Leading every step under Manny
Franco, Trinni Luck won her second
race in a row in the state-bred optional at 7 furlongs. She won by 3 1/4
lengths over Honey Money.
“She’s a filly that needs a lot of
attention,” said Rodriguez. “She’s a
special filly; I was very confident she
was going to run this race today. With
the 7 (furlongs), she could make the
lead comfortably without asking too
much. She’s a fighter.”
Rodriguez’s trips to the winner’s
circle with Trinni Luck haven’t come
easy. He said the 4-year-old filly has
a mind of her own, proving difficult
to handle in even the smallest tasks
around the barn.
“She’s not easy,” he said. “Just
trying to get her to let me in the stall
(is difficult). She says, ‘do what you
have to do, then leave and don’t come
back.’ But her groom Daniel has been
with her since day one. If I have to do
something, I have to call him. If it’s
not him, she doesn’t let anyone touch
her. She’s a challenge, but I like challenges.”
A winner on debut at Gulfstream
Park for trainer Amzadali Jehaludi,
Trinni Luck moved to the Rodriguez
barn this May and has made four
starts since for her new trainer. Her
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two wins come after a runner-up finish in her second try at the allowance
level.
Trinni Luck’s win was the first at
Saratoga for owners Ryan Racing
Inc., and the sixth of the meet for Rodriguez, who said his Grade 1 victory
last Saturday has kept the momentum
going in his barn.
“The win (in the Test) was amazing,” he said. “(So many) people
back in the barn, they’ve been with
me since day one. They’ve got great
heart. We are very blessed.”
NOTES: Trainer Brian Lynch
picked up his first win of the meet
Wednesday when Silverton Hill’s Red
Danger, a 2-year-old colt by Orb, won
a 5 1/2-furlong maiden on the grass
under the meet’s leading rider Luis
Saez. .. Three trainers went into the
win column for the first time in successive races Thursday when Michael
Trombetta won the sixth with Dufresne, A.C. Avila won the seventh with
Take It Off and Ian Wilkes won the
eighth with Letmeno. … Saez leads
Jose Ortiz in the jockey standings
by seven wins, 39-32, heading into
today’s card. Irad Ortiz Jr. is another four back in third with Tyler Gaffalione fourth with 19 wins. Mike
Maker won a race Wednesday and
two Thursday to maintain his lead in
the trainer standings. He holds a two
win lead over Chad Brown, 19-17,
heading into today with Todd Pletcher third at 12 and Steve Asmussen
fourth with 11.
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SANTOS INC. jockeys
are ready for a big summer.
Are you?

Riders UP!
Miguel Mena 116

Saratoga, Churchill Downs,
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118

Churchill Downs, Arlington Park,
Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116

Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118
Remington Park

We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
Dave Harmon

Matta (5) rallies to win Friday’s eighth race for trainer Mike Trombetta..
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Time To Shine

New York-breds make return
after disrupted 2020 sale season
BY TOM LAW

SCHUYLERVILLE PREVIEW

No offense to our friends from
Kentucky and Maryland – and they
probably wouldn’t be all that offended anyway since many are here for
more than sightseeing and socializing
– but there’s nothing like Saratoga.
Especially when it comes to selling
New York-breds.
“Those yearlings were the most
compromised group of horses from
the pandemic last year, without any
question,” said Boyd Browning Jr.,
Fasig-Tipton’s president and chief executive officer two days out from the
start of the Saratoga New York-bred
yearling sale. “It’s a unique setting
here with the New York-breds, there
are 300 New York-breds, in Saratoga
in the middle of the race meet, with

New York-bred owners and New
York-bred trainers all around.
“There was no way you could replicate that environment in Kentucky,
Maryland or anywhere else and we
just couldn’t get to Saratoga last year.
So, they were the most impacted
group.”
The New York-bred sale returns –
just like its big brother, the Saratoga
select sale – to the docket for 2021
after being shelved due to the coronavirus pandemic last year.
Fasig-Tipton did its best to accommodate sellers at both Saratoga
sales, and its July sale, with the SeContinued On Page 49

The yearlings – and the catalogs – are ready for Sunday and Monday.

Fasig-Tipton

EXCITEMENT
right out of the gate!
Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic
and the breeders classics races
West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251 | Charles Town, WV 25414
www.wvbc.com | 304-725-0709

at

Carol Holden, President | Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.
Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus
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lect Yearling Showcase in Kentucky
last September. The New York-bred
portion of that sale saw 20 yearlings
sell for six figures with three bringing
$200,000 or more. Fasig-Tipton reported sales on 73 New York-breds
for $5,572,000, an average price of
$76,329 and median of $70,000.
The Midlantic fall sale in early
October also featured a portion dedicated to New York-breds and 88
yearlings sold for $2,279,600, an average price of $25,905 and median of
$19,000.
Those statistics don’t come close
to the numbers realized in recent editions of the Saratoga New York-bred
sale, which saw 186 yearlings sell for
$16,2000,000 in 2019 and 172 yearlings sell for $18,492,000 in 2018.
The sale’s averages those years came
in at $87,097 and $107,512 respectively.
“The atmosphere here has a big
presence,” said Najja Thompson,
executive director of the New York
Thoroughbred Breeders. “Of course
you have Saratoga Race Course right
next door, the premier meet in the
country throughout the summer. You
have New York trainers right here, so
many farms right here in the Saratoga
region.
“We were kind of at a disadvantage having to be in Kentucky and in
Maryland with no sale in New York.
Plus, all the restrictions due to Covid
at the time. To have the sale return
is going to be a phenomenal feeling.
From everything I’ve heard they love
the book and everything they’re seeing, it’s quality across the board.”

Potential buyers hit the sales
grounds hard Friday morning in
search of that quality. The sales
grounds were packed despite the
steamy conditions. By the afternoon
foot traffic slowed a bit and yearlings
enjoyed being hosed down between
shows.
Fasig-Tipton cataloged 307 yearlings for the two-session sale, with
the first 100 set to go through the ring
starting at 7 p.m. Sunday. The second
session coincides with the dark day at
Saratoga Race Course and the final
207 yearlings cataloged will sell starting at noon.
That format was introduced for
the 2019 sale, which saw six of the
top eight most expensive yearlings sell
the second day. The 2019 topper, a filly by Malibu Moon out of the winning Street Sense mare Savvy Sassy,
sold to Larry Best’s OXO Equine for
$775,000. Named Brattle House, she
broke her maiden in her debut last
November and finished second in the
Maddie May Stakes, both at Aqueduct, for Best and trainer Christophe
Clement.
Don Robinson’s Winter Quarter
Farm consigned Brattle House and offers her half-sister, Hip 551, a daughter of Flatter, on Day 2 this year for
co-breeders Clement and Oak Bluff
Stables.
The second highest-priced horse
in 2019 also sold on Day 2, a filly by
Outwork out of the unraced Tiznow
mare Light And Variable, purchased
by Travis Durr, agent for All About
The Girls, Jeremiah Englehart’s JCE
Racing and Travis Durr. Named Samborella, she finished third in her debut
last July at Saratoga before a victory
in the Seeking the Ante Stakes on
Continued On Page 50

YEARLING PARTNERSHIPS
BEING FORMED NOW!
Dream Maker Racing will be very active at the
upcoming yearling sales in the coming days. Contact
us today for more details regarding our exciting
offerings.

Tom Gallo

Managing Partner
DMR @ DreamMakerRacing.com
518-587-5550
www.DreamMakerRacing.Com

QUALITY RESULTS
Essential Quality
G1 Belmont Stakes

Search Results
G1 Acorn Stakes

Niall Brennan Stables
Success is no accident!

www.niallbrennan.com
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Saratoga Showcase Day late in the meet.
New York-breds were well received at this week’s
100th Saratoga select sale. Five of the six through the
ring sold for $2 million – an average price of $400,000
and median of $300,000. That average jumped 26.7
percent from $315,625 for the eight sold at the 2019
sale, while median rose slightly from $292,500.
“Phenomenal numbers,” Thompson said. “Looking forward it gives you the momentum heading into
the New York-bred sale that everybody sees the value
in New York-breds and what they can bring to the
track.”
Browning agreed that the continued strength of the
New York-bred breeding and racing program adds to
the appeal of the second sale on the Saratoga calendar.
“The program continues to be unbelievable for
owners, trainers and breeders,” Browning said. “My
expectation is, based on everything we’ve seen at the
yearling sales to date, the 2-year-old sales in the spring,
and the general atmosphere here in Saratoga, it should
be really strong.
“It was mobbed out here today. Mobbed. Every
indication is it will be an upbeat, enthusiastic sale.
The quality of horses continues to improve every year.
The New York breeders keep doing a better job, the
program has gained in popularity and recognition
throughout the United States.”

Fasig-Tipton

Hip 528 catches some air Friday morning.

A BRAND MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR HORSEMEN, RUN BY HORSEMEN

WEB SI T E M AN AG E M EN T | C O N T EN T CR E AT I O N | PH OTO G R APH Y | R E SE AR CH | SO CI AL M ED I A
MELISSA BAUER-HER ZOG

360.92 1.875 4

MELISSA@P YROISMEDIA .COM
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Help protect
your sport’s integrity

Feel the rush and excitement of horse ownership while
having fun with friends & family! Affordable opportunities
for any budget!
on
$1.6 Milli
gs
In Earnin

America’s
Pastime
Stables

APStables.com

5 Wins
At Sarato
ga
Last Sum
mer

Tod Marks

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls
are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

@APStables

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency
that stands on these words,
and our results speak to it.

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.
Now, I can watch the horses again.”
– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA

Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122

Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law
A small firm dedicated to big things

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation
Wage and Hour Defense
1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com
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The Horsuess
Who Got
Here

HALL TALK
WITH

MARK CASSE | TODD PLETCHER | JACK FISHER

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in anything really – beckons only a select few and the class
of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the ceremony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is one of the most
special in history as seven-time Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during his first year of eligibility
and 13-time leading steeplechase trainer Jack Fisher joins him.
Technically inducted last year, trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after joining Canada’s Hall in 2016.
We get each to discuss a special horse in each edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just examples of the kinds of
horses it takes to get trainers to the Hall of Fame.
We asked a simple question: Who got you here? And they answered.

Mark Casse
War Of Will. Purchased by Casse’s brother, Justin, at Arqana May Breeze-Up Sale in 2018, the son
of War Front won the Grade 1 Preakness on the dirt
and the Grade 1 Maker’s Mark Mile on the turf.
Owned by Gary Barber, the Kentucky-bred won
five of 18 starts for $1.8 million.
“We got him in about May and we had him at
Belmont for about two weeks, my assistant at the
time, Jamie (Begg) called me and said, ‘This horse is
something.’ I brought him up here and breezed him
a couple of times. I had another horse who I thought
was pretty good, our exercise rider worked War Of
Will and Julien (Leparoux) came back and said, ‘My
horse worked good, but I want that one.’ ”
“I had the conversation with Gary, I said, ‘Look,
I think this horse can win the Summer Stakes and
our best shot is to send him to Woodbine, let him
run in a maiden race and get a race over the turf
course. That turf course is different. I didn’t think
there was any way he could get beaten. And he finished third. I was really disappointed. My guy up
there said, ‘He’s OK. He’s OK.’ After that he said,
‘This is a good horse.’ We ran him in the Summer as
a maiden and he got beat that far by Chad (Brown).
So now, I’m like, ‘OK, let’s go to the Bourbon.’ It
gives him a shot around two turns and I wanted to
get a two-turn race into him. It looked like he was
going to win and Drayden (Van Dyke) smacked
him and he switched leads, I thought it cost him the
race. I said to Gary, ‘We’ve got to run him in the
Breeders’ Cup.’ We ran him and he had a horrible
trip, he really should have won the Breeders’ Cup.
Best thing ever happened to us.
“He worked so well on the dirt, David Carroll
was like, ‘There is no way this horse can’t run on
the dirt.’ We ran him in a maiden special weight at
Churchill and it was a tough race, he just galloped.
Three days after that, I was somewhere with a
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friend and I said, ‘We’re going to win the Kentucky
Derby next year.’
“We took him to New Orleans, he won the LeComte, the Risen Star. He had stringhalt, he started
showing it after he won at Churchill but was never
unsound. In the Louisiana Derby, he broke and in
about two strides, he lost his hind end and he never
recovered from it.
“We trained him to the Derby, I’ll never forget,
we were watching from the paddock, we always
watch it from the paddock, we have a large family in Louisville and it’s the only place we can all
stand together. (Son) Norman put his arm around
me and said, ‘Dad, you’re going to win the Kentucky Derby.’ Five seconds later was the incident. I
don’t know, Maximum Security under Jason Servis
was a great horse, we may not have beat him, but
we would have given him a run for his money, I’ll
always believe that.
“We come out of the Derby and he looks good
the next day, looks OK the next day, the next day
he can’t walk. I told people that asked me how he
was, I said, ‘He feels like 40,000 or 50,000 of those
women who wore high-heel shoes to the Derby.’
What happened was the track was really hard and
he bruised his feet. We pulled his left-front shoe off
and tubbed and tubbed him. We walked him for a
couple of days and he was OK. We trained him for
two days and he came up lame on his right front.
We pulled the shoe and tubbed him. There was a
picture of his groom, Omar, he’s asleep, holding the
horse in the tub. Between the Derby and the Preakness, he trained four days. Even on the morning of
the Preakness, I wasn’t positive I was going to run
him. I got there really early and got him out myself.
That’s when I knew he was a great horse.
“After the Derby and the Preakness, he ran really flat in the Belmont. They call it Big Sandy, I
think that really hurt his stringhalt, it was a little
worse after that. We gave him some time and he ran
some good races. At 4, we wanted him to become a
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Preakness – and more –winner War Of Will.

Tod Marks

dual Grade 1 winner and he won the Maker’s Mark
Mile. He was a good horse, he overcame a lot. He
had a lot of heart.”

Jack Fisher
Moscato. Rated 95 after five wins going 2 miles
for Sir Mark Prescott on the flat in Great Britain,
the British-bred son of Harnando was purchased
by Bruton Street-US and switched to hurdling. He
hit the board in three of four starts for Oliver Sherwood before emigrating to the U.S. Here, he was
crowned champion novice in 2017, missed all of
2018, won the Temple Gwathmey in 2019 and was
crowned champion in 2020. In a covid-shortened
season, the gray gelding won two of three starts,
including the Grade 1 A.P. Smithwick here last
summer.
“Moscato. Mosquito. He was supposed to stay
in Europe but he didn’t’ run well there. I didn’t think
he was that good, that’s why I ran him at Charleston and places like that. Cool horse, great eye, anybody could ride him and he got better and better
and better. He was more one-paced, he didn’t have
the speed but he had the stamina, he could go all
day and he still had enough to quicken a little at the
Continued On Page 53
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Continued from page 52
end. I never thought he was as good
as Scorpiancer, but when Scorpiancer won the Iroquois, Moscato should
have won, he got stopped. It was nice
to have two horses at that level. He’s
10 now. I just think horses like Moscato, Scorpiancer, Schoodic and these
older horses like what they’re doing.
When Saluter reached 11 and got
beaten, we retired him. They wanted
to bring Moscato back, I think we’ll
keep him retired. He’s done enough, I
don’t have anywhere to run him and
we have Snap Decision.”

Todd Pletcher
Ashado. One Hall of Famer for another. Picked out of the 2002 Keeneland September yearling sale by Barry
Berkelhammer and bought for Starlight Stables for $170,000, Ashado
beat her trainer to the Hall of Fame
by seven years. A champion in backto-back seasons – as 3-year-old filly in
2004 and older female in 2005 – she
won 12 of 21 starts with four seconds
and three thirds for $3,931,440 to

Champion steeplechaser of 2020, Moscato.
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earn her spot on Union Avenue. She
won the Grade 2 Schuylerville and
Grade 1 Spinaway at Saratoga and
missed out on the Eclipse Award for
champion 2-year-old filly when a second in that year’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies at Santa Anita. Left no
doubts at 3, winning the Grade 1 Ashland, Kentucky Oaks, Coaching Club
American Oaks and Breeders’ Cup
Distaff among her five wins. Ashado
was equally good at 4, winning the
Grade 1 Ogden Phipps, Personal Ensign and Beldame before ending her
career with a third in the Breeders’
Cup Distaff at Belmont Park. A little
more than a week after the Breeders’
Cup she sold for $9 million at the
Keeneland November breeding stock
sale.
“Ashado is special for a number of
reasons. She was a two-time champion for us but also first Breeders’ Cup
winner. She won the Kentucky Oaks
in 2004 and the Distaff the same year.
She won it at Lone Star Park, in my
native state. Speightstown won the
Breeders’ Cup Sprint that day also.
She’s the first Hall of Famer, the first
and only one so far, until the voters
get that straightened out.”

Hall of Famer Ashado.

Tod Marks

Tod Marks
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cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
It was spring 2001, I was four months out of a
riding career and we were four months away from
a publishing career. Or a publishing failure, it was
hard to tell which.
I drove my Honda Civic from Landenberg,
Pennsylvania, to Lexington, Kentucky, with grand
visions of changing the world with a daily racing
newspaper called The Saratoga Special.
Joe and I hatched out a plan – oversized tabloid, high-bright paper, four color pages each issue,
six days a week, charge a dollar. By horsemen, for
horsemen.
We published a mock Special, anchored by a story I wrote about Victory Gallop and Behrens in the
Whitney for a daily journal (no blogs then) in the
Backstretch Magazine the summer before. We printed a rate card, created a one-page-no-click website
and a short run of blue-billed hats (Dad still wears
one).
Next stop, horse country. It was April. In Kentucky. Keeneland looming. The horsemen’s rate at
The Springs Inn. We had a new project, a mission.
What could be better?
The first morning in town, I bought the Lexington Herald Leader and ordered coffee and toast at
the breakfast counter at a diner down the street. I
opened the paper and read a headline about mares
aborting their foals. It was on the front page. It
looked ominous. I didn’t know or realize how
ominous. Later, we realized it was the beginning
of something called Mare Reproductive Loss Syndrome, a devastating blow to breeders, owners,
farms, the sport.
It was a rough time to sell ads, I learned that
quickly. Conversations went nowhere. I bumbled
around to a few farms on Paris Pike, the rail at
Keeneland, Dudley’s, McCarthy’s, Ramsey’s, tried
to cold call advertising agencies that basically
turned a “No Soliciting” sign at the door when I
went to knock.
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Ring the Bell

Looking for crumbs on a path that I couldn’t
find, someone declared, “You have got to meet Benny Bell Williams.”
“Who’s he?” I thought to myself but didn’t dare
utter, trying to recall and remember all the Bells of
Lexington.
It was one of the first conversations I had about
The Special and without any other leads, I found the
number for The Bell Group and gave it a shot.
The phone rang once. I asked for Benny Bell Williams.
“This is she,” she said.
Whew, I had a lot to learn.
I stumbled, blathered, explained who I was, what
I was doing and asked if I could maybe stop in for a
visit. She said two magic words.
“Any time.”
Minutes later (I had called from the parking lot
of her building, next to old The Blood-Horse office
where I had done an internship three years earlier),
I tucked in my shirt, finger-combed my hair, checked
my teeth, gathered my sales tools and walked
through the door at The Bell Group.
A couple of body-wagging dogs greeted me first
and Benny greeted me second, a smile and a wave.
She and Ruthie Bowen welcomed me like I was a
son coming home from college, dropping a backpack on the floor and slouching in a chair while they
whipped up grilled cheeses for everybody.
No, not literally.
We sat down in a crowded office, books and magazines strewn in piles, file cabinets, a few framed
photos of favorite horses and favorite relatives. Pillars all of them. We had coffee. Or maybe, tea.
We chatted about ideas, discussed logistics,
brainstormed over potential clients. They liked the
idea, actually thought it would work, or certainly
didn’t let on that they had any doubts. It was the
first time I felt welcomed on that trip. It was the first
time I felt hopeful on that trip. I left encouraged,
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or at least, less despondent, less desperate. Surely,
Benny and Ruthie had no idea that they had picked
me up when I needed it most.
And so began a 20-year odyssey with The Special and The Bell Group. Ads trickled in that first
summer. In FedEx packages, on disks. Claiborne…
Shadwell…Pin Oak…Lavin…
The ads gathered steam over the years. Benny
and Ruthie and a few assistants always a phone call
away, late night when we sold an after-stakes ad and
early morning when an ad ran in the wrong place
or didn’t run at all. We fumbled a few. OK, a lot,
but it was always handled with understanding and
encouragement. And, sure, we’ve dealt with a lot of
other ad agencies – good and bad, but mostly good
– but there’s only one first.
The Bell Group was the first one to give The Special a shot, and eventually the designer of our calendar, sales brochures, projects for our clients who
became her clients and on and on. Smarter people
would have merged our businesses – scaled up as
they say – and built an empire. But it wouldn’t have
been as fun.
Benny has read every word we’ve ever written,
always offering a kind word, a laugh, a pat on the
back and an occasional kick in the ass.
The Bell Group closed this year. A sign of the
times, I guess.
Ruthie is still designing ads, still a phone call
away, still in our corner. Same with more recent
team member Michael Dennis, who designed tonight’s cover. Benny made sure we got Pin Oak
(right down there) straight this year – like always
– and kept several other long-time clients involved.
On Tuesday, Benny sent me a text about the
Steve Dance feature we ran in The Special, “Glad
you didn’t miss your deadline for the Steve Dance
story – pure gold.” In our book, Benny, you are pure
gold. Thanks for answering that first phone call. We
couldn’t have done it without you.
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The World’s Yearling Sale
Every time the gavel falls, a story is written.
Make your moment count this September at Keeneland.

The September Yearling Sale catalog is now available online.

Learn More at Catalog.Keeneland.com
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5x GRADE 1-WINNING MILLIONAIRE
SIX-FIGURE YEARLING SALES IN FIRST CROP
Check out his highly anticipated first yearlings
at the Fasig-Tipton NY Bred Sale.

ACCELERATE
Lookin At Lucky - Issues, by Awesome Again

$17,500
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