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INSPECTOR LYNLEY WINS LURE

SUE’S FORTUNE CLIMBS ADIRONDACK

Voodoo Song adds Grade 1 
Fourstardave to Spa record

Magic Man
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BY THE NUMBERS
21,500: Projected Thoroughbred foal crop for 2019 by The Jockey Club, holding steady 
on 2018 projections. It was 38,365 in 2005.

1-9: Odds on Gunnevera when he won an allowance prep for Saratoga’s Woodward (to be 
run Sept. 1) at Gulfstream Park Friday. 

66: Round Table Conferences on Matters Pertaining to Racing hosted by The Jockey Club 
after today’s event at the Gideon Putnam Hotel. The conference starts at 10 a.m. and can 
be seen on TVG2 and tvg.com as well as via live stream at jockeyclub.com. Presentations 
include Chris Pollak of Google on digital marketing, McKinsey and Associates on recom-
mended growth initiatives for racing and more.

NAMES OF THE DAY 
Brucia La Terra, fifth race. We have a new leader for Name of the Meet. Named by her 
breeders Sallyellen and Hugh Hurst, the 2-year-old filly is by El Padrino (The Godfather in 
Italian) out of Happy Refrain (whose dam is Sad Refrain). The Maryland-bred’s name trans-
lates to Burning The Earth, the title of a song from the movie The Godfather. 

Feedback, sixth race. Klaravich Stable’s 2-year-old filly is out of Honest Answer.

Transaction Tax, seventh race. The 4-year-old filly is out of Collect The Fee.

WORTH REPEATING
“The girl that gallops him every morning, she’s been with me for about 15 years. She gets 
along really well with him.”

Trainer Ned Allard on Always Sunshine’s 
 morning rider Michelle Peoples

here&there...at Saratoga
Presented by Neuman Insurance ............................ equineinsurance.com

Darley

darleyameric a.com 

Spintillating!
Hard Spun’s first post-Japan 
crop are two-year-olds – and they include 
the Wertheimers’ Pletcher trainee, 
Gulfstream maiden winner, Spinoff.

Sire of an colt at Saratoga$850k

Connie Bush
Dog’s Up. Roxie stakes her claim to a clocker’s tower at the Oklahoma Training Track.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/hard-spun?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Hard%20Spun&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“Put that picture in the paper.”

Jane Beshear after she snapped a photo of The Special’s 
 Tom Law and her husband, former Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear

“We’ll let you back in.”
Gov. Beshear after Law said he still had his ‘859’ phone number

The Special’s Sean Clancy about life in Saratoga during the meet: “The amount of crazy peo-
ple you come in contact with is unbelievable and we’re right in the middle of it.”

Law: “In the middle? We’re the ringleaders.” 

“I’ll talk to you like Tuesday, when you’re freaking out about something.”
Former Special intern and Godolphin Flying Start graduate Madison Scott 

to fellow former Special intern Annise Montplaisir as she walked out the door  
to board her plane to Ireland to begin her Flying Start journey 

“I wasn’t sure what I liked about her, I just liked her.”
The Special’s Sean Clancy, as he looked at a yearling Saturday morning

“It looks like she was dipped in a bucket of white paint.”
Clancy, as he looked at another yearling with four white socks

“I got nailed by him the other day. Brutal. Beaten by the boss – 30-1 and I’m 3 in front at the 
eighth pole and they beat me on the line.”

Trainer Tom Morley after he said hello to fellow trainer  
Eddie Kenneally Saturday morning at the Oklahoma
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Blake-Albina 
Thoroughbred Services 

Barn 10 Fasig-Tipton Preferred Sale  
August 11-12, Preview August 10th  

New York Sire Power 
All Registered New York Breds 

Day 1 (August 11th) 

Hip 305-Super Saver   
Hip 333-Take Charge Indy 
Hip 386-Carpe Diem 
Hip 408-Distorted Humor 
Hip 421-Carpe Diem 

Day 2 (August 12th) 
Hip 468-Majestic Perfection 
Hip 484-Flatter  
Hip 493-Take Charge Indy 
Hip 536-Normandy Invasion 
Hip 568-Liam’s Map 
Hip 576-Bodemeister 
Hip 598-Constitution 
Hip 623-Flatter  

Yearlings are the property of Newtownanner Stud Farm 
with farms in Ireland, Kentucky, and New York.

 Blake-Albina Thoroughbred Services LLC- Ron Blake 859.396.4836 & Hanzly Albina 859.621.0800
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WORTH REPEATING
“I’m not sure who this Tolkien guy is but I’m sure it’s a compliment.”

Richard Migliore after The Special’s Sean Clancy 
 wrote that Migliore can tell stories better than Tolkien

“I was tossing between, ‘Do I go to Laurel for the same money or Saratoga?’ After I drew the five 
post in the five-horse field, I didn’t bother to enter the race at Laurel.”

Trainer Ned Allard after Always Sunshine won the Tale of the Cat Friday

“Sure, I’ll volunteer for an interview.”
Kip Elser as he looked for cover under Brandon Valvo’s

 umbrella in the paddock before Saturday’s Fourstardave

“It’s Ricardo’s choice. I want them on something if they want to be. I don’t want him looking 
across the room or anything, if you know what I mean.”

Steve Asmussen when asked if jockey Ricardo Santana Jr. 
was assigned his mount in today’s Saratoga Special Stakes or got to pick 

“Isn’t that what I’m here for?”
The Special’s Todd Koch when told he was being creative

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“Everybody loves to win in Saratoga. People say it’s like
winning two races because you win the race and you get 

 some good publicity, thanks to you.”
Trainer Pat Kelly after winning Saturday’s finale

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS by Albert the Great

Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
859-224-4585 
www.shadwellfarm.com

MOHAYMEN by Tapit

TAMARKUZ by Speightstown 

here&there...at Saratoga
Presented by Neuman Equine Insurance ..................... equineinsurance.com

Maryland, My Maryland
Country Life Farm

My name’s CALL PAUL.  I run today in the Grade 2 Saratoga Special – 
leading jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. in the irons. My father is the A. P. Indy  
stallion Friesan Fire, at Country Life, the leading sire in Maryland.  

He was favored in the Kentucky Derby. He’s the sire of Army Mule, winner 
of three races by 22 lengths – including the Grade 1 Carter. Army Mule is 

at Saratoga, pointing for the Breeders’ Cup. Me? I cost $210,000 at 
Timonium in May.  I won my first race at 3-5 for my trainer Jason Servis. 
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644  v Mike Pons 410-459-8517  v Christy Holden 410-808-1325 
Bel Air, MD 21014 v 410.879.1952  v countrylifefarm.com  v info@countrylifefarm.com

Who you gonna call? Call Country Life. Book to my daddy, Friesan Fire.

Connie Bush
Baaad Goat. Trainer Joe Sharp’s goat finds some trouble Saturday morning.

https://www.brookledge.com/
http://www.countrylifefarm.com/
http://shadwellfarm.com/
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The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“His name was Jimmy Rhodes. Never missed a day. Only time he ever missed, I let him get on a friend of mine’s horse, horse fell 
with him, broke his wrist. Had the flu one day, he was puking, I said, ‘Go home.’ He said, ‘I got one more to get on.’ He was so good 
in so many ways. What made him so good, was if there was a cantankerous one, one you had to really get after, he could do that. 
When he had a nervous filly, he would just pet them and play with them. He knew which ones to get after. I had a son of a (gun) 
who didn’t want to get to the racetrack, he threw himself down on the ground he was so mad. 
Jimmy Rhodes had one foot on the ground and one foot over top of the horse, ‘Whenever you’re 
ready.’ We had a good horse, his name was Step Nicely, wound up beating Forego. He was 
buffaloing everybody down in Florida, I said, ‘Hold it, ride him around the shed until we get 
home. Rhodes will straighten him out.’ He had a 10-minute skirmish 
the first day, five minutes the next, one minute the next, that was 
the end of it . . he wound up being a nice horse, went a mile 
in :34, win six or seven straight, he just happened to come 
along the same year as Secretariat.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens, 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 17
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The Special keeps up with a list of the 
meet’s best – performances, achieve-
ments, oddball feats of human or equine 
wonder. We’ll update it daily, or try to any-
way. Bold means they’re new.

1. Imperial Hint. Vanderbilt July 28. You 
going to argue with that performance? 
Special, small sprinter won Grade 1 with 
speed, style, simplicity. And we wrote 
about him 18 months ago.

2. Diversify. Yo. Now that’s a Whitney. 
Best older horse on the grounds breaks on 
top and rips it up from there – winning in 
hand and stretching his streak to three.

3. Voodoo Song. Linda Rice’s turf star 
finally earned a Saratoga Special cover 
with a Grade 1 Fourstardave triumph and 
a 5-for-5 mark at the track. 

4. Monomoy Girl. C.C.A. Oaks July 22. 
How good was that? Unquestioned queen 
of the meet. As Dylan sang, somebody get 
her a brand new leopard skin pillbox hat. 

5. Weekend Hideaway. John Morrissey 
July 26. Who you callin’ old? Dismissed 
at 10-1, he won the N.Y.-bred stakes for 
the second time – four years after the first 
one. Not to be outdone, Phil Serpe stable-
mates Goodbye Brockley and Lady Joan 
picked up wins.

6. Chad Brown. He wins everywhere.

7. Irad Ortiz Jr. See above.

8. Sistercharlie. Wait, wait, wait some 
more, then pounce. Irish-bred mare caught 
Ultra Brat in the final half-stride to win the 
Grade 1 Diana July 21. Three weeks later 
she won the Beverly D at Arlington.

9. Turf tie. Even 1 3/8 miles couldn’t de-
cide who won the Bowling Green July 28. 
Glorious Empire and Channel Maker dead 
heated, as trainer Chuck Lawrence won his 
first graded stakes since 1996 and Bill Mott 
won his first since two Saturdays earlier. 

10. Hofburg and Tenfold. Curlin and Jim 
Dandy winners are the local leaders for 
the Travers, though Haskell winner Good 
Magic is on the grounds too. Midsummer 
Derby might turn out OK after all.

On the bubble: Cape Angel (the first 
horse with two wins at the meet), Far-
rell, Mucho, Promises Fulfilled, Catherin-
thegreat, quick starts by Steve Asmussen 
and Joe Sharp, Arch Kingsley winning two 
over jumps, the 145 Beyer put up by the 
rain, trainer Barclay Tagg’s double, Serpe 
and Dave Donk climbing the leaderboard, 
New York-breds in open stakes, Sandy’z 
Slew (Happy Retirement).

The Top 10

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Yearling to  
2-year-old prep

Proud to support 
Thoroughbred aftercare

Photo of 
the Day

Pinhooking  
Partnerships

2-year-olds   
in training sales

Presents the

Bad neighbors

Photo: Connie Bush

http://kirkwoodstables.com/
https://nytha.com/
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“I’ll get them later,” Rudy Rodriguez said Mon-
day night as he stood alongside the back walking 
ring at the Fasig-Tipton sale of select yearlings.

The former jockey has built his business on the 
claiming game, utilizing the condition to grow his 
stable and place horses in spots where they are suc-
cessful.

“I try to find horses that we can improve a lit-
tle bit,” said Rodriguez. “Physically, the horses are 
nice and I’m especially looking at their knees and 
legs. I want a horse that walks nice and will keep 
running. We’re kind of picky.

“We’ve been very lucky. We got Royal Posse, 
Belle Gallantey, Silver Screamer, Control Group, 
some nice claims that can make some money.”

Rodriguez has 30 horses stabled in the corner 
of Horse Haven on the Oklahoma training track, 
an additional 14 on the harness track and another 
string at Belmont. He’s won four races at Sarato-
ga this year, with many more runners to look for-
ward to. Rodriguez and his son, Rudy Jr., run the 
barn and ride the horses themselves throughout the 
week.

“We let them tell us what they want to do,” said 
Rodriguez. “The most important thing is you’ve 
got to try to get the horse to understand you and 
you understand the horse and try to do the best by 
him and hopefully he can give you the best of him.

“I’m going to run the whole barn on the 19th or 
the 20th,” he joked. “They’re all ready to go.”

As training hours came to a close Thursday 
morning, Rodriguez strolled the shedrow with The 
Special’s Shayna Tiller while his son readied the 
barn for afternoon racing.

Transistor: The 3-year-old bay colt grabs his stall guard and 
nips at Rodriguez standing outside the stall. Arindel’s home-
bred son of Forty Tales finished third for a $50,000 tag July 23 
after winning a starter allowance at Belmont in June. “He’s a 
pretty good horse. He’s very good to us. He’s run some pretty 
good races for us since we got him. He’s very easy. Rudy gal-
lops him. He just does his job and is a very cool horse. He was 
supposed to run Wednesday main track only, he finished third 
the other day. Maybe we’ll try to run him in a stake in Philadel-
phia. He’s very nice, looking good.”

Liza Jambalaya: The chestnut daughter of Ghostzapper is 
adorned with a thin stripe down her face, and pricks her ears 
as company approaches. Vince Scuderi’s unraced homebred 

posted a 5-furlong breeze 
in 1:01.44 Friday. “She’s a 
full-sister of (Grade 1 winner) 
Paulassilverlining. We’ve got 
big hopes for her. She’s been 
doing good. Hopefully at the 
end of the book she’ll run. 
She’s very quiet. I wish she 
could give a little bit more, she 
can be a little lazy. Hopefully 
she can take us to the next 
level. All of the family is good. 
She’s doing good, we’re get-
ting close.”

Danyelli: Zayat Stables’ 
chestnut daughter of Mine-
shaft finished ninth in an 
allowance at Suffolk Downs 
June 10. “She’s a nice filly, it’s 
just the competition is a little tough for her. She’s an easy horse 
to ride, she’s nice. She ran a couple good races for us in the 
winter, but now she needs to step up. This is not winter.”

Stop Me If You Can: Purchased at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
New York-bred sale, E.V. Racing’s 2-year-old son of Giant Sur-
prise finished fourth in a maiden special last week. “Before that 
he finished second by a nose. He ran well. He’s going to be a 
nice allowance horse. He can be a little bit tough. You’ve got to 
be careful because he will throw you down.”

Radiant Beauty: Peachtree Stable’s 3-year-old daughter of 
Orb won for a $32,000 tag July 27. “She likes Saratoga, she 
ran good last year too. She runs hard, she ran a pretty good 
race over here. She won, but the turf was pretty soft for her. 
She’s a nice filly to have around. She’s good, but to jog she’s a 
little tough. She doesn’t like to jog, she wants to go gallop but 
she’s easy to gallop.”

Frosty Margarita: Gabrielle Farm’s homebred daughter of 
Frost Giant is a multiple stakes winner with $546,176 in earn-
ings. She is entered in the Jack Betta Be Rite Stakes at Finger 
Lakes Monday. “She’s running in a little stake, the distance is 
good and she likes the track. She’s been good. She’s paid her 
way, she doesn’t owe us anything. She’s one of the best horses 
we have in the barn.”

Mister Muy Bien: Gabrielle Farm’s homebred is a 
half-brother to Frosty Margarita, by Central Banker. The bay 
colt worked 5 furlongs in 1:03.55 Friday. “This is a baby. His 
name is Mister Muy Bien, but it should’ve been Mr Muy Loco. 
He’s nice to gallop but he can get an attitude. I’ve got to jump 

on and go. If you try to wait around he’ll start rearing up. He’s 
ready to go. My first stake I won with his mom.”

Chillinwithfriends: The bay daughter of Friend Or Foe ea-
gerly comes to the stall front as her trainer approaches. Carl 
Lizza Racing Stables’ and Michael Imperio’s 2-year-old placed 
third in her debut July 25. “She’s a nice filly, she’s supposed to 
run in the last book. She ran very good. They ran fast and she 
didn’t embarrass herself. She showed up. Hopefully she can 
stay the same way and we can give her another chance here.”

Control Group: Claimed as a maiden for $62,500 by Mi-
chael Dubb and David Simon in January 2017, the son of Pos-
se broke his maiden in his next and has won eight more includ-
ing the Grade 3 Discovery at Aqueduct in November. Rodriguez 
is training toward the Evan Shipman against New York-breds 
Aug. 20. “He’s been good to us. He won all his conditions and a 
Grade 3 in the winter. We took him to Finger Lakes and he won 
the last two. He’s been very, very solid. He won the Claiming 
Crown. He won a bunch of races for us already. He wants to go 
to the lead, that’s his best weapon. When he’s comfortable in 
the lead he can carry his speed and he likes two turns.”

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

See thisishorseracing.com
for the full season.

With
Rudy Rodriguez

Tod Marks
Trainer Rudy Rodriguez (right) and crew with Saratoga winner Radiant Beauty.

Continued On Page 9 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
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Tapit Tango: Purchased for $37,000 at last 
year’s Fasig-Tipton New York-bred sale, the 
dark bay son of Tapizar towers way over his 
trainer, nearly touching the top board of his 
stall doorway. He posted a 5-furlong workout 
in a bullet 1:01.34 Friday. “He’s just a baby 
2-year-old. He’s not ready to run. He’s a nice 
baby but you’ve got to be very nice to win 
here. We have high hopes for him. He’s big 
but very easy. He doesn’t act like a 2-year-old. 
He’s well behaved and ready to go, just fitness 
wise I think he needs a couple more weeks.”

Woodbury: The son of Power Broker 
was purchased for $120,000 at this year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-old sale for 
eFive Racing, and finished second to blowout 
winner Dugout July 23. “He finished second. 
Nice, nice baby to have around. We picked 
him up in the Timonium sale. He ran a very 
good race on the dirt. The winner just ran a 
freak race. I thought we could’ve won the race. 
I really like him, but the other horse was very 
good. They went together right from the gate 
but he just sprinted away from us. At the end 
of the meet we’ll run him back.”

Island Kitten: The bay filly stood quiet-
ly at the front of her stall, lip droopy as she 

received magna wave therapy. The 2-year-old 
daughter of Kitten’s Joy worked 4 furlongs in 
:49.44 Friday. “She’s somewhat ready to run. 
She’s been very good working in the morning. 
She’s just a 2-year-old and she’s doing every-
thing right. Hopefully she can compete the 
right way. She’ll probably go on the grass on 
the 19th or the 20th. She looks comfortable 
on the grass and she’s by Kitten’s Joy. She 
breezed good on the dirt too so we’ve just got 
to hope she can pull herself together because 
the competition is deep. When you put her in 
company she gets on the bridle and she gets 
tough. So that’s good.”

Frostie Anne: Claimed by Rodriguez and 
Imperio after winning for a $25,000 tag in De-
cember, the 5-year-old daughter of Frost Giant 
rides a 4-race win streak including the Sis City 
Stakes at Aqueduct in March. She is entered 
in today’s seventh race. “She’s been very good 
to us. They put her for 25 and she was win-
ning so we know she likes to win but she’s 
tough. She pulls, right now my back is killing 
me. She gives me a hard time but I think right 
now we’re getting a good communication. But 
man, when we got her she wanted to run off. 
She’s in the program and lets me do what I 
want, which is easier for her too. The last cou-
ple races she’s run in allowances. We’re sup-
posed to enter today, main track only, hoping 
for rain. If it doesn’t rain, we’ll run her in a 
stake.“

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Measuring your way to  
 the Winner’s Circle…

Frank Mitchell (859) 420-1220    ~    Jay Kilgore (859) 333-5430   ~   Bob Fierro (917) 705-1108
                �m@dr.com                               jay@biodatatrack.com        bbfq@earthlink.net  

Biomechanical and Cardio Score Services 
 at Saratoga Select & New York-Bred Sales

http://biodatatrack.com/
https://www.westpointtb.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY 
Linda Rice stood alone on the clubhouse stairs 

and took a deep breath. With a raincoat draped 
over her left forearm and her papers pinned to her 
chest, Rice breathed that great sigh of elation and 
relief, the one that only a horse trainer at Saratoga 
knows.

 “I was just thrilled. You know?” Rice said. 
“We’ve had a bit of a trying meet trying to get these 
turf horses to perform on this soft ground, so I’m 
just thrilled that at least someone liked it.”

Voodoo Song loved it, somehow scampering 
over taxing ground to win the Grade 1 Fourstar-
dave Handicap for owner/breeder Barry Schwartz. Tod Marks

Voodoo Song turns back Delta Prince in the Fourstardave to win his fifth consecutive race at Saratoga.

High Five 
Voodoo Song wins 
one more at Saratoga 

FOURSTARDAVE HANDICAP RECAP

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.spendthriftfarm.com/horses/palace-23808.html
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Tom Gallo
Managing Partner

73 Henry Street
Saratoga Springs, N.Y.

1-(833) RACE-WIN
dmr@dreammakerracing.com www.DreamMakerRacing.com

http://www.dreammakerracing.com/


12 Sunday, auguSt 12, 2018the Saratoga Special

FOR THOSE WHO TAKE THE RISK 
WITHOUT KNOWING THE REWARD.

WWW.SAGAMORESPIRIT.COM | #SHAREYOURSPIRIT
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The son of English Channel led every 
step over the good turf to stave off 
Delta Prince by a neck. Jose Lezcano 
guided the 4-year-old  to win the mile 
turf stakes in 1:35.96.  

Last year Voodoo Song won four 
races, including the Grade 3 Saranac, 
at Saratoga. A year later, he became a 
Grade 1 winner in likely his only start 
at Saratoga.

“This is when one equals four,” 
Schwartz said. 

“Running four times at Saratoga…
but winning four times at Saratoga, it 
was really special,” Rice said. “How 
do you improve on that? Well, I guess 
you win the Fourstardave.”

Voodoo Song broke sharply from 
post 5 in the field of six and for a mo-
ment matched strides with the only 
other speed horse, Heart To Heart, 
to his inside. Lezcano, definitive as 
a gavel, made sure Julien Leparoux 
aboard Heart To Heart abstained, an-
gling Voodoo Song to the inside go-
ing into the first turn. Head cocked to 
the right and running on his left lead, 
Voodoo Song cleared the field and 
ripped through the first quarter mile 
in :23.53. Leparoux placed Heart To 
Heart in second, 5 lengths off Voodoo 
Song and a solid 3 lengths in front 

Made You Look. Favorite Yoshida 
settled in fourth as Delta Prince and 
Divisidero slotted in the back.

Voodoo Song, head up, pulled Lez-
cano, hands low, through a spright-
ly half-mile in :46.89, widening to a 
5 length lead over Heart To Heart. 
That margin diminished in a flash as 
Voodoo Song led Heart To Heart and 
Made You Look by a length as the 
field hit the middle of the turn. Del-
ta Prince aimed three wide, Yoshida 
aimed at the inside and Divisidero cir-
cled widest. 

At the head of the stretch, Voodoo 
Song cut the corner on the inner rail 
like he loves to do, opening up a quick 
2 lengths as Made You Look, Delta 
Prince and Divisidero swung wide 
for free runs at the surely vulnerable 
leader. Yoshida lacked room but also 
lacked a punch and Heart To Heart 
offered nothing. Nearing the eighth 
pole, Lezcano smacked Voodoo Song 
right-handed, then switched his whip 
to his left hand and made the check-
mate move, sliding Voodoo Song off 
the rail and closer to Delta Prince 
who got to within a neck. And that’s 
it. Voodoo Song loves a fight and 
won this one, holding Delta Prince by 
a neck and not allowing the second 
choice to gain an inch. 

“Some of them have that desire 
and some of them don’t. You can’t 

Fourstardave –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Voodoo Song and Jose Lezcano (6) gallop toward the front early in the Fourstardave.

Continued On Page 14 

https://sagamorespirit.com/
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A job well done, a name you can rely on.

2YO GRADUATE 
SUE’S FORTUNE

SHOWN WINNING THE

GRADE 2
ADIRONDACK

STAKES
YESTERDAY AT SARATOGA

CONGRATULATIONS TO
OWNER: FORTUNE FARM

TRAINER: JEREMIAH ENGLEHART

WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER
ST. MATTHEWS, SC  •  OFFICE: 803.655.5738  •  EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM  •  WWW.WEBBCARROLL.COM

Awesome in the Adirondack!

http://www.webbcarroll.com/
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train that in them,” Rice said. “He’s 
got special traits that we do see every 
day, but you can’t see that until you 
put him in the heat of a battle.”

Lezcano, aboard for the Saratoga 
table run last year, improved his re-
cord on the New York-bred gelding 
to 5-for-7. 

“I was comfortable the whole time, 
the only thing I worried about today 
was the ground, it was very deep,” 
Lezcano said. “I knew I was going 
fast, it doesn’t matter because you 
can’t do anything. If you grab him, 
he’ll throw his head and go faster, it’s 
better to let him do what he’s going to 
do. He’s a fighter. We could have gone 
around again and he wasn’t going to 
get passed. He had it, he had it, he 
had it. Heart. Just heart.”

After his four bagger last summer, 
Voodoo Song finished second in the 
Grade 3 Commonwealth Derby at 
Laurel Park and fifth in the Haw-
thorne Derby to close his 3-year-old 
season. Freshened for the winter, he 
returned against allowance company, 

finishing fourth at Aqueduct in April 
before winning over good turf at Bel-
mont Park in May. Third in the Grade 
3 Poker in June, he came back to win 
the Forbidden Apple by a length and 
convince Schwartz to think big. 

“We didn’t really plan on this, but 
after he won the Forbidden Apple, 
Linda said we can take an easy route 
or a hard route,” Schwartz said. “An 
easy route would have been the Lure, 
not that easy today, but I figured he 
won a Grade 3, he’s won a lot of mon-
ey, it’s time to step up and see what 
we have, let’s try him against some re-
ally tough horses. I really pushed for 
this race.”

Once committed to the Fourstar-
dave, Rice and Schwartz needed to 
decide on a jockey. Lezcano was 
brilliant on the horse last year, but 
lost the ride when he suffered a con-
cussion the morning of the allow-
ance win at Belmont Park May 12. 
Velazquez hopped on and Voodoo 
Song won by a nose. Irad Ortiz rode 
him in the Poker and Manny Franco 
took his turn, winning the Forbidden 
Apple. With Franco opting for Yoshi-
da and Ortiz and Velazquez traveling 
to Arlington Park, Rice knew what 
she wanted to do. 

“I told Barry that Jose was the log-
ical choice, I said, ‘His stats aren’t as 
good as the rest at the moment but 
it really doesn’t matter.’ Barry said, ‘I 
agree,’ ” Rice said. “He knows him 
well, he got the opportunity to get to 
know him by riding him four times 
last year. He stands in the gate with 
his head up high, he breaks and lugs 
out, then he tries to lug in in the first 
turn, he does it around the whole 

racetrack and Jose knows all that. 
There was no learning curve, he could 
not have ridden him better.”

As Rice walked out of the track 
and headed to the Fasig-Tipton New 
York-bred sales, a fan yelled from the 
picnic area. 

“Talk about a horse for the 
course.”

Rice laughed. 
“Exactly,” she said. “Exactly.”

Fourstardave –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Owners Sheryl and Barry Schwartz.

http://www.eddiewoods.com/
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Maryland Sire Showcase
OVER $1 MILLION IN PURSES 

• A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND-MILLION SIRED HORSES •

Pre-Entry Deadline October 10

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 10
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100 • Pre-Entry Books available soon 

ONLY horses by the following stallions, who were 
conceived in Maryland and fully nominated/

certified to the Maryland Million program, are 
eligible to run in Maryland Million races. 

Stallions must have been nominated for the specific 
year the horse was conceived. Some stallions 
listed here may not be eligible for every year.

CONFIRM YOUR HORSE’S ELIGIBILITY PRIOR 
TO ENTERING CALL THE MARYLAND MILLION 

OFFICE 410-252-2100 OR GO ONLINE 
TO WWW.MARYLANDMILLION.COM

Admiral Alex
Ameri Valay
Amerrico’s Bullet
Baltimore Bob
Bandbox
Bishop’s Other Boy
Bowman’s Band
Buffum
Bullsbay
Cal Nation
Cat Country
Cherokee’s Boy
Citidancer
Country Only
Crowd Pleaser
Cruisin’ Dixie
Crypto Star
Cuba
Dance With Ravens
Deputy Storm
Despite the Odds
Diamond
Disco Rico
Domestic Dispute
Dumyat
E Dubai
Elusive Charlie
Etched
Eternal Star
Fantasticat
Fleet Foot
Freedom Child
Friesan Fire
Gandhi
Gators N Bears
Giacomo
Go for Gin

Goldmember
Great Notion
Greek Sun
Gyrfalcon (GB)
Hawk in Flight
Hunters Bay
Java Royal
Jazz Club
Ken Doll
Kendalls Bear
La Reine’s Terms
Ladinos Bambino
Lion Hearted
Lord Concorde
Louis Quatorze
Love of Money
M Eighty
Makin Money
Marciano
McKendree
Meadow Monster
Medallist
Modern Cowboy
Mogador
Mojave Moon
Money’s Star
Mr. Shoplifter
Nicanor
No Armistice
Not Abroad
Not For Love
One Golf Sierra
Oratory
Orientate
Outflanker
Parker’s Storm Cat
Partner’s Hero

Pass You Bye Bye
Perfecting
Petionville
Plan
Polish Miner
Polish Payola
Precious Marque
Pulverizing
Purple Passion
Que Man
Redeemed
Regal American
Rock Slide
Rush Bay
Same Day Delivery
Scipion
Seeking Daylight
Seville (GER)
Showing Up
Smart Guy
St Averil
Standing Room Only
Sticks and Bricks
Street Magician
Super Ninety Nine
Tomahawk Lake
Touch ‘n’ Fly (IRE)
Trial Prep
Tritap
Two Punch
Unbridled Jet
Unbridled Mate
Waquoit
Wayne County (IRE)
Who’s Your Daddy
Yarrow Brae

Got a  

Maryland-sired  

horse in your stable?

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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BY TOM LAW
Jeremiah Englehart watched Todd 

Pletcher run a New York-bred maiden 
winner back against open company in 
the Grade 2 Adirondack last summer 
– instead of another $200,000 re-
stricted stakes later in the meet – and 
come away with a victory.

Englehart figured the same move 
made sense for Sue’s Fortune and he 
didn’t just pull off Pletcher’s move, 
he beat him at his own game in the 
process. 

Sue’s Fortune, winner of a New 
York-bred maiden race at Belmont 
Park July 5, held off a late charge 
from the Pletcher-trained Virginia El-
oise to win the $200,000 Adirondack 
Saturday at Saratoga Race Course. 

The 2-year-old daughter of Jump 
Start made Englehart look smart 
when she took the lead turning for 
home in a mish-mash of a race that 
saw the runner-up basically lose con-
tact with the field before making a fu-
rious rally inside the final sixteenth to 
come up a half-length short. 

Englehart called his shot, sort of, 
the morning of Opening Day about 
six hours before the co-featured 
Grade 3 Schuylerville for 2-year-old 
fillies. 

“Timing-wise that would be the 
race that fits,” Englehart said of the Tod Marks

Sue’s Fortune (right) holds off Virginia Eloise in Saturday’s Adirondack.

ADIRONDACK STAKES RECAP

No Wait
New York-bred Sue’s Fortune 
handles open company in Gr. 2

Continued On Page 18 

http://itm.ie/en/home/
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2018 Fall Meet Stakes Schedule
October 28 - November 25

STARS OF TOMORROW I

CHILUKKI (GII)
Runs Sat., Nov. 3 
$200,000 
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 20 
($200 nomination fee) 
1  Mile

COMMONWEALTH TURF (GIII)
Runs Sat., Nov. 10 
$100,000 
Three Year Olds

Closes Oct. 27 
($100 nomination fee) 
1-1/16 Miles Turf

THE BET ON SUNSHINE OVERNIGHT STAKES
Runs Thurs., Nov. 1 
$95,000 
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 20 
(no nomination fee) 
7 Furlongs

THE CHEROKEE RUN STAKES
Runs Sat., Nov. 3 
$200,000 
Three Year Olds

Closes Oct. 20 
($200 nomination fee) 
7 Furlongs

RIVER CITY HANDICAP (GIII)
Runs Sat., Nov. 17 
$100,000 
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 3 
($100 nomination fee) 
1-1/8 Miles Turf

THE MARATHON STAKES (GII)
Runs Fri., Nov. 2 
$200,000 
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 20 
($200 nomination fee) 
1-3/4 Miles

DREAM SUPREME OVERNIGHT STAKES
Runs Sun., Nov. 4 
$95,000 
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 27 
(no nomination fee) 
6 Furlongs

RAGS TO RICHES OVERNIGHT STAKES
Runs Sun., Oct. 28 
$95,000 
Fillies Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 20 
(no nomination fee) 
1  Mile

STREET SENSE
Runs Fri., Nov. 2 
$100,000 
Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 20 
($100 nomination fee) 
1 Mile

CARDINAL HANDICAP (GIII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 22 
$100,000 
Fillies & Mares,
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 10 
($100 nomination fee) 
1-1/8 Miles Turf

FALLS CITY HANDICAP (GII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 22 
$200,000 
Fillies & Mares,
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 10 
($200 nomination fee) 
1-1/8 Miles

MRS. REVERE (GII)

Runs Fri., Nov. 23 
$200,000 
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Nov. 10 
($200 nomination fee) 
1-1/16 Miles Turf

CLARK HANDICAP  (GI) 
presented by Norton Healthcare

Runs Fri., Nov. 23 
$500,000 
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 10 
($300 nomination fee) 
1-1/8 Miles

GOLDEN ROD (GII) 
2019 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Closes Nov.10 
($200 nomination fee) 
1-1/16 Miles

Runs Sat., Nov. 24 
$200,000 
Fillies, Two Years Old

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII) 
2019 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Closes Nov.10 
($200 nomination fee) 
1-1/16 Miles

Runs Sat., Nov. 24 
$200,000 
Two Year Olds

STARS OF TOMORROW II

SPENDTHRIFT JUVENILE STALLION STAKES

Closes Oct. 13 
(no nomination fee) 
7 Furlongs

Runs Sun., Oct. 28 
$300,000 
Two Year Olds

Saratoga Stakes Ad.indd   2 8/3/18   2:48 PM

decision to run Dick Nicolai’s home-
bred back in the Adirondack. “The 
Seeking The Ante is a little later but 
the Adirondack is six weeks (from 
her maiden win) rather than having 
to wait another two months in be-
tween races. Last year it was the race 
(New York-bred) Pure Silver won; she 
took advantage of a perfect spot for 
her. I’m hoping the timing works for 
this one, too, that everyone is shoot-
ing for the Schuylerville and then the 
Spinaway.”

The Adirondack still came up a bit 
tough, with impressive Opening Day 
maiden winner Lyrical Lady for Steve 
Asmussen and a pair of winners from 
Pletcher’s string among the six that 
entered. 

Englehart wavered a bit on his 
original thought back in late July 
until Sue’s Fortune breezed a half in 
:49.09 last Sunday on the Oklahoma 
Training Track. That breeze was her 
third since her 8 1/2-length maiden 
victory and the first since shipping up-
state from Belmont under the care of 
Englehart’s longtime assistant Axelle 

Angeliaume.
“I expected her to be a little feistier 

coming into this but Axelle was tell-
ing me she was a little quiet,” Engle-
hart said. “You know what, I think 
she’s just a really smart horse. She just 
does what she has to do.

“But still, before this race I told 
Junior (Alvarado) I was still skepti-
cal. I wasn’t sure I wanted to run in 
this race or the (Seeking The Ante for 
New York-breds Aug. 24). I remem-
ber Todd did it last year with Pure Sil-
ver, it came up with a light field and 
they won. She worked good last week 
then I decided to go ahead and take 
a shot. A lot of times you get a horse 
that wants to do it and she wants to 
do it, that helps make your decision.”

Alvarado rode Sue’s Fortune in 
her debut and returned in the Ad-
irondack. Sue’s Fortune raced in fifth 
on the outside up the backstretch  as 
7-5 favorite Lyrical Lady set the pace 
ahead of Mucho Amor, Guacamole 
and Grandma Gertie. Virginia Elo-
ise, Guacamole’s stablemate and the 
2-1 second choice for Pletcher, took a 
few awkward steps early and dropped 
well back in the field.

Alvarado planned to be in front, if 

Adirondack –
 Continued from page 16

Tod Marks
Dick Nicolai (right) and Jeremiah Englehart escort Sue’s Fortune to the winner’s circle.

Continued On Page 20 

https://www.kentuckyderby.com/
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VIRGINIA
IS FOR

Send your babies to Virginia for at least 6 months before December 31st of  
their two-year-old year and earn 25% more when you win in 

NY, NJ, PA, DE, MD and WV.

Virginia Thoroughbred Association
250 West Main Street, Suite 100, Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-3716

BABIES

For more information, visit vabred.org.

https://www.vabred.org/
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Sue’s Fortune broke like last time, but 
said he went with “Plan B” after Lyr-
ical Lady zipped through the opening 
quarter in :21.72. 

“She broke good but not as sharp 
as last time,” Alvarado said. “We 
wanted to put a little pressure on early 
though.” 

Mucho Amor applied some token 
pressure on the favorite around the 
turn as Sue’s Fortune passed Guaca-
mole into third. Sue’s Fortune rolled 
past Mucho Amor inside the three-
eighths and took after the leader, passed her approaching 
the quarter pole and opened up at the eighth pole. Virginia 
Eloise finally got on track in the lane, passed the tiring 
front runners and her stablemate while Alvarado snuck a 
look at the infield big screen inside the sixteenth pole. 

Alvarado held Sue’s Fortune together in deep stretch 
and she just lasted to win in 1:19.83. Guacamole finished 
2 1/4 lengths back in third with Lyrical Lady 16 1/2 back 
of the winner in fifth. 

“I was sitting in a perfect position, by the three-eighths 
pole she started pulling me,” Alvarado said. “I saw horses 
struggling … so I thought I had to take a shot at that point 
to let my filly go. It worked out.”

The win proved satisfying for Englehart not only be-

cause of the decision to try open com-
pany, but also because it came for 
longtime client Dick Nicolai.

Nicolai bred the filly out of his 
Catienus mare Democrat Taxes and 
named her for Sue Carlson, who keeps 
the Fortune Farm broodmares and 
raises its foals at her Carlland Farm in 
Avon, N.Y. Nicolai met Jeremiah En-
glehart when he worked for his father 
Chris. 

“I’ve been with him right from 
the start,” said Nicolai, who lives in 
Smithtown on Long Island. “When I 
was with his father, Jeremiah took a 
special interest in my horses and I like 
his style. When he rolled over on his 
own I gave him some horses. And I’ve 

been giving him a few ever since.”
Nicolai keeps three broodmares at Carlland, along with 

three weanlings and three yearlings of 2018. He also buys 
yearlings on occasion at the sales.

Jeremiah Englehart said the relationship goes back at 
least a dozen years and quickly paid credit to his owner 
and his wife Lynne.  

“He’s one of my first clients,” Englehart said. “You 
want to talk about someone putting their heart and soul 
into the game and deserving to feel like he did today, it’s 
this guy. No one deserves it more. It took me 12 years to 
win a stake for him, I finally got there. That should tell 
you how patient he is.”

NEW VOCATIONS AT MEREWORTH FARM - Help New Vocations expand its mission by  
joining the Capital Campaign to build the nation’s premier racehorse adoption facility. Phase one of  

the project is completed, however additional support is needed to finish the project.

The remaining naming and sponsorship opportunities range from $100 to $500,000 and can be found at  
www.newvocations.org or by contacting anna@horseadoption.com or call (937) 642-3171.

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

Adirondack –
 Continued from page 18

Rare chance to own part 
of a yearling Uncle Mo filly.

Uncle Mo-Very Funny, Distorted Humor.
New York-bred half-sister  

to New York-bred champion Invading Humor. 

Can be viewed at Irish Hill Century Farm 
in Stillwater, N.Y.

www.bloodlinesracing.com

Bloodlines Racing
Partnerships

Tod Marks
Winning trainer Jeremiah Englehart.

http://www.bloodlinesracing.com/
http://www.newvocations.org/
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Oaklawn Racing Office

racing@oaklawn.com | 501-701-5570

WHERE PURSES CONTINUE TO RISE
$550,000 Average Daily Purses

MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHTS–$77,000
OPEN ALLOWANCE RACES–$78,000

$1,000,000 Rebel Stakes–March 16
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January 25-May 4

BY TOM LAW
Shug McGaughey watched Inspec-

tor Lynley breeze Monday on the 
Oklahoma Training Track and didn’t 
rue the postponement of last week-
end’s Fasig-Tipton Lure Stakes.

Five days later McGaughey 
watched the three races that stayed on 
the grass prior to the Lure, including 
the featured Grade 1 Fourstardave 
Handicap, and reconsidered. 

“He’s been doing awful well, train-
ing good, then last week with the 
mess,” McGaughey said. “Then I saw 
the turf today and I thought, ‘Maybe 
they would’ve been better off if they 
ran last week.’ ”

Last week or this week might not 
have mattered to Inspector Lynley, 

who bounced out of his strong breeze 
on the Oklahoma with an even stron-
ger race in the rescheduled $100,000 
Lure for his third stakes win and first 
since early 2017. Inspector Lynley 
won by three-quarters of a length 
from 2-1 favorite Projected, stopping 
the Chad Brown juggernaut that won 
three races at Saratoga and a pair of 
Grade 1s at Arlington Park Saturday. 

Inspector Lynley also gave Mc-
Gaughey a victory in the fifth running 
of the Lure, restricted to older horses 
who haven’t won a graded stakes in 
2018 and named for the Hall of Fam-Tod Marks

Inspector Lynley charges to the front in the Lure.

LURE STAKES RECAP

Comeback Kid
Inspector Lynley charges home 
to get first stakes win since 2017

Continued On Page 24 

http://www.oaklawn.com/racing/
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“This thing could  cure a broken heart.”
– New Castle Farm’s James “J. J.” Crupi

We can’t make any promises in that area, but the cold spa at Crupi’s New Castle Farm in Ocala, Florida  
will help your horse the same way it helped Liam’s Map, Army Mule and all the others over the years.

Six-furlong Training Track  •  Starting Gate  •  Cold Saltwater Spa  •  Vibration Therapy Stalls
Turnout Paddocks  •  All Levels of Training  •  “Halo Therapy” Salt Treatments

newcastlefarm.com  •  info@newcastlefarm.com
Call J.J. Crupi for more information: (352) 427-1600  •  (352) 840-5400  •  (866) 313-5400

Erin Robinson   859.421.7531   Lere Visagie   518.851.6616   www.rockridgestud.com

1st Crop Yearlings 
Sell  Aug. 11-12

MICROMANAGE
 
FT NY Bred Preferred 
Hip 344 • WON PERFECT ROSE filly
HIp 391 • DARK DOLORES filly 
Hip 473 • KNIGHT TRIPP filly 
Hip 556 •  PROCELLOUS colt 
Hip 580 • SAKURA BALLERINA colt 
Hip 616 • STAND ON TOP colt 

MEDAGLIA D’ORO Tops Saratoga Select
$1,350,000 colt &  $1,300,000 filly

GSW of $790,551by MEDAGLIA D’ORO

er he trained to victories in the Breeders’ Cup Mile 
in 1992 and 1993. 

Walking out of the winner’s circle, through the 
clubhouse and toward the horsemen’s parking lot, 
McGaughey and his wife Alison couldn’t help but 
think about Lure.

 “It’s good to win the Lure,” Alison said, draping 
her arm over her husband’s shoulder as the light 
rain that fell most of the day pocked his tan sport 
coat.

Lure became a member of the Hall of Fame in 
2013, nine years after his trainer was inducted. 

“Lure was awful good to me, not just for his 
wins but helping get me in the Hall of Fame,” Mc-
Gaughey said. 

Inspector Lynley isn’t quite to the level of Lure, 
that’s an unfair comparison, but he’s been produc-
tive and useful for his owners and breeders Stuart 
Janney III and Phipps Stable. 

The Lure is his third stakes victory, after the 
Grade 3 Saranac at Saratoga in 2016 and the Grade 
3 Tampa Bay at Tampa Bay Downs in 2017. The 
victory in the Tampa Bay earned Inspector Lynley a 
spot in the Grade 1 Maker’s 46 Mile at Keeneland, 
where he finished eighth. 

The 5-year-old son of Lemon Drop Kid raced 
once more in 2017, finishing fifth in a Belmont op-
tional claimer on the grass in July. 

“We turned him out after that,” McGaughey 
said. “We didn’t do anything to him, he just needed 
some time for everything to come together. Proba-
bly had the proverbial bone bruising or something. 
He’s come back good, all his races have been really 
good.”

Inspector Lynley raced three times since return-
ing, finishing a close third in a Keeneland allow-
ance on yielding ground in April, second by a nose 
in an optional at Belmont in May and second in 
the Grade 2 Wise Dan at Churchill Downs in June. 
Inspector Lynley breezed three times at Saratoga 
before Saturday’s Lure, including that half-mile 
breeze on the dirt in :48.95 Monday. 

“That was the best breeze he’s had the whole 
time we’ve been up here,” McGaughey said. 

 Inspector Lynley went to the post the 3-1 second 
choice in the 1 1/16-mile Lure, just behind Projected 
and ahead of defending champ Zennor and Forge. 

McGaughey and Jose Lezcano talked about 
strategy before the race, thinking Mr Cub would 
most likely be on the lead. They’d track behind that 
foe, who set the pace and finished third and a head 

behind Inspector Lynley in the Wise Dan. 
The plan evaporated at the break when Inspec-

tor Lynley broke a beat slow. Past the finish post the 
first time, a six-way scramble for the lead ensued 
with the eventual winner a few lengths back alone 
in last. Lezcano stayed two paths off the rail around 
the first turn and inched up toward the back of the 
field into the backstretch. 

Mr Cub, who set the pace through splits of 
:24.27, :48.32 and 1:12.30 over the good Mellon 
course, backed up as the field turned for home with 
Zennor and Forge battling for the lead. Lezcano 
stayed to the outside of Projected around the bend 
and got first run at the leaders to the immediate 
outside of Conquest Panthera as the field straight-
ened. 

Projected and Javier Castellano couldn’t get 
clear from behind Conquest Panthera and beside 
the eventual winner until Inspector Lynley surged 
to the front. Projected settled for second, a half-
length in front of Conquest Panthera. Inspector 
Lynley won in 1:43.30. 

“I was hoping he was going to break good and 
kind of lay right in behind Mr Cub but he didn’t,” 
McGaughey said. “That didn’t work out. Plan B 
was a good one. When he didn’t get away good he 
didn’t hit the panic button, let him sit back there 
and get his feet under him. He was very patient 
with him, you could tell he had a lot of horse, just 
a matter of when he asked him if he was going to 
handle it. He’s a pretty nice horse.”

Lure –
 Continued from page 22
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Equine Quarantine and Export Facility 

The Preferred Choice for
your Prized Competitor 

JFK International Airport 
info@arkjfk.com / (212) 328-9132 

ARKJFK.com

Sequel
New York

Come see us in Barn 6

SequelNewYork.com
 (800) 925-2913

Attorney and Counselor at Law
Andrew J. Mollica,Esq.

Dedicated to protecting the rights of Horsemen.

General and Equine Practice of Law
20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell • 516 352-6853 office 
jdmol@aol.com 
Licensed New York and New Jersey

General and Equine Practice of Law 

20 Middleton Road, Garden City, NY 11530
516 528-1311 cell · 516 352-6853 office
jdmol@aol.com
Licensed New York and New Jersey
All Aspects of Immigration

It PAY$ to Race 
Delaware Certified!

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM
777 Delaware Park Blvd.  Wilmington, DE 19804

302-994-2398 tel • 302-994-3392 fax
email: dctp@dtha.com • website: www.dtha.com

Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes

To find out if your horse is DCTP eligible, 
go to dtha.com and click on the DCTP link.

The Small Wonder
For Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The First State Dash
For Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff 
For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

The New Castle
For Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

A

STAKES CLOSING
Purses $100,000 each, FREE nominations.

Closing Saturday, September 15, 2018 • Run date is September 29, 2018
Contact Delaware Park Stake Coordinator Lenny Rera at 302-994-2521 ext. 7225

Also closing September 15, 2018 is The DTHA Governor’s Day Stake and The George Rosenberger
Memorial. Both stakes are restricted to horses which have started at Delaware Park in 2018 

(stake races excluded). A $50,000 purse bonus will be added to these two stakes for Delaware Certified 
eligible horses that run and finish 1st thru 5th. Purse total will be $125,000 for DCTP horses.

DCTP Full Page Ad 2018-Mid-Atlantic.qxp_Layout 1  7/5/18  4:19 PM  Page 1

thisishorseracing.com
 Home of The Special & more

http://www.dtha.com/
https://www.obssales.com/
http://www.sequelnewyork.com/
http://arkjfk.com/
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Even when it’s not supposed to 
rain in Saratoga this year, it does.

Saturday afternoon’s weather was 
forecasted to be sunny with no precip-
itation, yet the skies opened up during 
the late morning hours and continued 
off-and-on for the rest of the day. 

The fourth and fifth races were 
taken off the turf before the opener 
and the 11th was moved to the main-
track later in the day. The first, sev-
enth, eighth and 10th stayed on the 
grass.

Rain or shine, Chad Brown contin-
ued to win. 

He ran 1-2 at sunny Arlington 
Park in both the Grade 1 Arlington 
Million and Beverly D. While Brown 
was in the midst of a successful road 
game, he also won three at home. As-
sistant Thomas Brandebourger dep-

utized for the meet’s leading trainer. 
Klaravich Stable’s and William Law-
rence’s Prognostication started the 
big day with a victory in Saratoga’s 
opener. The barn’s second win came 
with Network Effect in the sixth, a 
7-furlong 2-year-old maiden, and the 
third came from Patternofrecognition 
in the ninth. 

Saturday’s Saratoga victories 
brought Brown’s total to 23 through 
the halfway point of the meet. He’s up 
11 in the trainer standings, with Todd 
Pletcher second with 12 wins and 
Steve Asmussen third with 11. 

Hall of Famer Bill Mott continued 
his run of success in 2-year-old dirt 
races, winning his third of the meet. 

Peter Vegso’s homebred Unionizer 
took the second, a maiden special 
weight at 7 furlongs in his second 
start, after a seventh-place finish last 
month at Belmont. 

Junior Alvarado rode the winner 
and added a second win in the next 
race aboard Sue’s Fortune in the 
Grade 2 Adirondack. 

Irad Ortiz Jr., one of five jockeys 
in the Saratoga colony at Arlington 
for the Million Day card, maintained 
his lead in the rider standings at the 
halfway point with 27 wins. Javier 
Castellano won three Saturday and is 
second with 23 wins.

– Ben Gowans

NYRA photo
Fancycase scores in the Saturday finale for trainer Pat Kelly.

SATURDAY RACING RECAP

Rain, Rain, Rain
Day filled with sporadic showers 
marks halfway point to ’18 meet

Continued On Page 27 

http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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• Ellen Bongard and Pat Kelly 
embraced in the clubhouse after Sat-
urday’s finale while partners Carla 
Skodinski, Ellen Petrino, Kathleen 
Condon and Barbara Bongard cele-
brated and cashed tickets. The 3-year-
old filly Fancycase set off the celebra-
tion with a victory in the 7-furlong 
off-the-turf maiden claimer by a 
half-length. Fancycase took the lead 
from Queens Wild nearing the three-
eighths pole and after floating Danc-
ingwthdaffodls wide into the stretch, 
dug in to beat that rival by a half. 

The victory proved special for Kel-
ly and Bongard. It was Kelly’s first of 
the meet and his relationship with the 
Bongards is strong.

“Ms. Bongard, her family is big in 
New York,” Kelly said. “Her dad is 

one of the pioneers of the New York 
program. It’s neat to be able to win 
one. I used to win one a year for a 
while, but it’s bounced back. I just 
turned 70 this year, this is my 40th 
year as a trainer. I started in 1978 
when I left my dad. It’s neat to still be 
firing after all these years. If we have 
a chance, we give it a whirl.”

Fancycase’s four prior starts came 
on the turf and she was scheduled to 
run on the grass again until the race 
was moved to the main track at about 
5:30 p.m. 

A bulk of the field scratched and 
Bongard was excited to see Fancycase 
race on the dirt as her sire Pomeroy 
went 7-for-17 on the surface, includ-
ing four graded stakes.

“It’s funny because she kept say-
ing, why don’t we run this filly sev-
en-eighths on the dirt, her daddy 
loved it?” Kelly said. “I’ve got to give 
kudos to the boss on this one. I kept 
thinking we’d get rained out some-
where along the line.”

Fancycase is one of three horses 
owned by Bongard. She also has Fight 
On Lucy, Fancycase’s half-sister out 
of her one broodmare Loving Lucy. 
The once 300-acre farm in Schuyler-
ville is down to just 14 and Bongard 
most likely won’t breed any more 
Thoroughbreds. 

“She’s a homebred, probably one 
of the last ones,” Bongard said. “I 
happen to still own the oldest Thor-
oughbred farm in the state of New 
York. It’s been a great ride, interesting 
one, too. I liked every part of it and 
I’ve always said, take good care of the 
horse, keep horse breeding alive and 
open space. That’s what we’re losing 
the most. There’s a time for every-
thing. After 65 years, don’t you think 
it’s time?” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Walking L Thoroughbreds’ Cairo 
Cat improved off his debut and came 
away with a victory in the fourth, a 
maiden special weight for 2-year-old 
originally scheduled for the grass and 
run at 7 furlongs on the main track. 
The second longest shot on the board 
at 18-1, Cairo Cat edged out 6-5 fa-
vorite Teachable Moment by a head. 

“With a horse like that I just 
wanted to give him a chance to get 
involved in the race,” said winning 
jockey David Cohen, as excited fans 
stopped him for pictures all the way 
from the winner’s circle to the jock-
eys’ room. “Watching his first start, it 
was a softer turf and he never really 
seemed to grab it and my focus was 
just kind of to get him running and let 
him pull me along.”

The son of Cairo Prince finished 
eighth in his debut the first Saturday 

of the meet, going 1 1/16 miles on the 
turf. 

“We got in a very good position 
around the turn and from that stand-
point it was just getting him outside 
and in the clear and see him do what 
he does best,” Cohen said. 

“The horse on the lead was basi-
cally running like a drunk snake out 
there – he was all over the place,” Co-
hen said, referring to the zigzagging 
Teachable Moment. “He never really 
bothered my horse so much but he 
came out on him a little bit at about 
the eighth pole. From that point he 
just kept plugging along and it was 
enough to probably intimidate him 
a bit, but he just kept running along 
well.” 

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS .......................... 1ST
Chad Brown ..................................23
Todd Pletcher ................................12
Steve Asmussen ...........................11
Bill Mott ........................................10
Jeremiah Englehart .........................6
Joe Sharp ........................................6
Kiaran McLaughlin ..........................5
JOCKEYS ........................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ..................................27
Javier Castellano ...........................23
Luis Saez .......................................23
Manny Franco ...............................15
Jose Ortiz ......................................15
Joel Rosario ..................................13
Ricardo Santana Jr. .......................13
Junior Alvarado .............................12
John Velazquez .............................12
Through Saturday

CONTRIBUTE.

Help us help horse racing in D.C.

You can help the NTRA’s federal legislative team advocate in Washington, D.C., by contributing to the 
NTRA 1/4% Check-Off Program when you buy and sell at major domestic thoroughbred sales.

Join your peers from around the world who contributed last year by giving $2.50 for every $1,000  
in a horse’s sale price.

NTRA 1/4% Check-off Program

www.SupportHorseRacing.org

Saturday –
 Continued from page 26

Continued On Page 28 

Dave Harmon
Cairo Cat (7) digs in late to win the fourth.

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
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For more than 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

Tom Harblin, Ph. D.
Rideau Racers, LLC.

315-415-7177
tomharblin@gmail.com

Silveratta Road
Take the Quality Road

In partnership 
or outright sale.

New York-bred 3-year-old filly
Available for broodmare service,

Quality Road-Ifyouprefersilver, 
Silver Deputy

Trained by Ken McPeek, Cairo Cat 
cost Walking L $130,000 at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July yearling 
sale. 

“I was happy with the finish he 
gave,” Cohen said. “He was very pro-
fessional, on his toes and warmed up 
very well in the post parade. He just 
did everything proper. What I asked 
out of him he gave me at every point 
so he was there for me the whole way, 
very professional for a second time 
starter.” 

– Sarah Newman

• The afternoon showers did not 
put a damper on the Hover family’s 
day. They were all smiles in the win-
ner’s circle as the prepared to watch 
the sixth, “The Bart,” named in hon-
or of Bart Hover. 

“We wanted to honor my father; 
he loves coming to the track,” said Ja-
son Hover. “He grew up in Chatham, 
they used to actually have horse rac-
ing right at the fairgrounds and he 
lived on the back door to it so he used 
to always sneak through the fence 
and watch the horses with his dad.”

Bart Hover passed down his pas-
sion for racing to his children and 
coming to the track for the Saratoga 
meet has become a family tradition. 

“We love Saratoga. We live about 
15 minutes away from here now and 
we come to the track as often as we 
possibly can,” Jason Hover said. “It 
just a great relaxing and fun time and 
now we bring the kids and they have 
a great time and you can come here in 
the morning with the kids, come here 
in the afternoon with the adults you 
can have a great time no matter what.

“He didn’t have a whole lot but he 
always made sure that we were taken 
care of. It’s nice that I’ve gotten to a 
point where I can really give back to 
him. He was a very selfless guy grow-
ing up and always made sure the kids 
had everything they needed so it’s nice 
to be able to give him this kind of ex-
perience.” 

– Sarah Newman

• Jorge Abreu rushed into the win-
ner’s circle, tears welling in his eyes 
as he greeted Sister Sophia after win-
ning the seventh. The victory in the 

5 ½-furlong allowance on the Mellon 
Turf Course gave Abreu his fourth 
win of the meet at the halfway point. 

Abreu has 21 victories since going 
out on his own in 2016, but he still 
treats each like it’s his first.

“It’s definitely special,” Abreu 
said. “I feel very blessed right now 
because I’ve got a lot of nice horses 
in my barn, and the support of all my 
owners. I’m having a really good meet 
so far. I can’t complain.”

Tom Farone joined him at the rail, 
clasping his hands to the sky as he 
watched his homebred’s victory re-
play on the infield big screen.

“I’m going to watch it a hundred 
times tonight,” said Farone.

Farone raced at Saratoga with Sis-
ter Sophia’s dam, the $102,079-earn-
er Cupid’s Arrow, in 2005 when she 
finished ninth in the De La Rose. 

“We bred her, we had her mom, we 
had some of her other runners that 
were really good,” said Farone. “Cu-
pid’s Arrow was good. She won some 
on the turf and did some stake races. 
She was awesome, a nice mare.”

Sister Sophia won two of eight 
starts with three trainers before mov-
ing to Abreu’s barn last summer. She 
was third in her first start for Abreu 
in a 5 1/2-furlong optional at Sarato-
ga last summer, then went to Belmont 
and won at 6 furlongs. She finished 
fourth in her last start going 1 mile at 
Belmont June 30.

“This is one of the few horses they 
moved to me and I’ve really liked her 
since Day 1,” said Abreu. “She trains 
like a horse that has some ability. My 
only question with her was what dis-
tance she liked. 

“She’s one that’s a closer so I was 
always looking for the right distance. 
I ran her a couple times at Belmont 
and she won for me going three-quar-
ters, then I ran her going a mile and 
she didn’t want to do the mile. So I 
backed her up to 5 1/2 and it worked 
out.”

Under Javier Castellano, Sister So-
phia broke slow and trailed the leader 
by 9 lengths at the three-eighths pole. 
Castellano urged his mare forward 
and she rallied in the stretch to win 
by a length.

“She’s a closer like that, makes one 
big run,” said Farone. “Javier rode 
her great, Jorge’s done a super job. 
We’re so thankful.” 

– Shayna Tiller 

Saturday –
 Continued from page 27
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Nominations close Aug. 15  
for Thoroughbred 

Industry Employee Awards

 www.godolphinUSawards.com

SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Still serving the best 
breakfast since 1989!

Come check out our new  
& larger dining room.

8am-2pm daily
256 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa. 

(518) 885-2848

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here!  
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON! 

 Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info

Antiquarian Booksellers

Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
old prints all sound and ready. 

Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 

racing and breeding.

7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com

Blue Streak Racing, LLC
Thoroughbred Horse Racing Syndicate

Tim McCoy
Owner/Managing Partner

(571) 355-3399
BlueStreakRacingLLC@gmail.com
www.BlueStreakRacingLLC.com

MEET US AT SARATOGA

Protect your sport’s integrity
If you suspect or know of wrongdoing within the 
racing community, contact us. Emails & calls are 

treated confidentially. You may remain anonymous.

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com

Email: integrity@trpb.com
También disponsible en español

Swedish Hill Farm & Spa
Anna Hollander

Licensed Massage Therapist

(518) 488-7950

BodyByAnna.com
2160 Rowley Rd, 
Saratoga Springs, NY

www.BelcherHollowForge.com

Hand Crafted Home Furnishings
Belcher Hollow Forge

Saratoga Springs Glens Falls -
Lake George Vermont-

DREAM MAKER RACING STABLE
dmr@dreammakerracing.com

dreammakerracing.com
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Saturday August 11.

FIRST $48,000, WCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M
6 Prognostication J. Castellano $4.80 $3.10 $2.30
1 Lemonist M. Franco  $4.00 $2.90
8 Gosilently K. Carmouche   $2.40
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2013, by Majesticperfection - Predictress by Vicar
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Brereton C. Jones (KY).
Late Scratches: Four Knights Time: 1:42.41
Exacta (6-1), $8.20; Superfecta (6-1-8-4), $15.75; Trifecta (6-1-8), 
$12.50

SECOND $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 7F
6 Unionizer J. Alvarado $19.40 $9.20 $4.80
3 Johny’s Bobby J. Leparoux  $17.60 $7.20
1A Southern Phantom K. Carmouche   $2.70
B Colt 2016, by Union Rags - Mind Eraser by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Vegso, Peter. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Vegso Racing Stable (FL). Time: 1:26.29
Daily Double (6-6), $28.25; Exacta (6-3), $159.00; Quinella (3-6), 
$77.00; Superfecta (6-3-1-4), $138.75; Trifecta (6-3-1), $187.75

THIRD $200,000, STAKES - ADIRONDACK S., 2 YO, 6 1/2F
6 Sue’s Fortune J. Alvarado $9.10 $4.60 $3.30
5 Virginia Eloise J. Castellano  $3.90 $2.70
2 Guacamole L. Saez   $3.90
B Filly 2016, by Jump Start - Democrat Taxes by Catienus
Owner: Fortune Farm (Richard Nicolai). Trainer: Jeremiah Englehart. 
Breeder: Richard Nicolai (NY). Time: 1:19.83
Daily Double (6-6), $53.25; Exacta (6-5), $17.10; Superfecta (6-5-2-
1), $27.35; Trifecta (6-5-2), $40.37; Pic 3 (6-6-6), $156.25

FOURTH $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 7F
7 Cairo Cat D. Cohen $38.20 $11.40 $6.30
8 Teachable Moment J. Castellano  $3.20 $2.60
3 Opry M. Franco   $3.70
Dk B/ Br Colt 2016, by Cairo Prince - La Belle Cat by Tale of the Cat
Owner: Walking L Thoroughbreds, LLC. Trainer: Kenneth McPeek. 
Breeder: Clifton Farm, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Speedy Solution, Shootin the Breeze, Ian Glass, Rock 
On Kitten, Noble Nebraskan, Medina Ridge, Malthael      Time: 1:26.58
Daily Double (6-7), $81.25; Exacta (7-8), $63.50; Quinella (7-8), 
$16.90; Superfecta (7-8-3-5), $219.90; Trifecta (7-8-3), $126.00; Pic 
3 (6-6-7), $1,564.00

FIFTH $87,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
5 Greek Alphabet R. Maragh $7.10 $4.00 $3.50
8 The J Y R. Santana, Jr.  $6.20 $4.20
2 Morocco J. Lezcano   $4.30
B Gelding 2014, by Medaglia d’Oro - Afleeting Lady by Afleet Alex
Owner: Godolphin Racing, LLC. Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin. 
Breeder: Alpha Delta Stables, LLC &Colts Neck Stables, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Payne, Another, Gray Sky, Abatement (GB), Meso-
therm, Dr. Edgar, Rapt, Lunaire Time: 1:23.85
Daily Double (7-5), $71.50; Exacta (5-8), $26.00; Superfecta (5-8-2-
3), $19.97; Trifecta (5-8-2), $58.87; Pic 3 (6-7-5), $675.00; Pic 4 (6-
6-7-5), $5,624.25; Pic 5 (6/7-6-6-7-5), $16,097.25

SIXTH $85,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 2 YO, 7F
2 Network Effect J. Castellano $19.20 $10.00 $4.80
6 Derby Date L. Saez  $8.30 $4.70
5 Road Home J. Alvarado   $3.00
Ch Colt 2016, by Mark Valeski - Sandy Key Gal by Put It Back
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc.. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Louis Jolin (FL). Late Scratches: Cadron Flats. Time: 1:24.62
Daily Double (5-2), $38.50; Exacta (2-6), $66.00; Superfecta (2-6-5-
7), $71.50; Trifecta (2-6-5), $95.87; Pic 3 (7-5-2), $1,054.00

SEVENTH $87,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
8 Sister Sophia J. Castellano $14.20 $7.20 $4.60
6 Violent Times E. Cancel  $22.20 $10.20
12 Queen Mum J. Leparoux   $6.40
Dk B/ Br Mare 2012, by Tale of the Cat - Cupid’s Arrow by Awesome Again
Owner: Farone Stables LLC. Trainer: Jorge Abreu. 
Breeder: Tom Farone & Joan Farone (NY). 
Late Scratches: Aunt Babe, Danyelli  Time: 1:03.53
Daily Double (2-8), $78.75; Exacta (8-6), $273.00; Superfecta (8-6-
12-1), $2,896.00; Trifecta (8-6-12), $1,232.50; Pic 3 (5-2-8), $253.50;  
(5-2-13), $31.00

EIGHTH $500,000, STAKES - FOURSTARDAVE H., 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
6 Voodoo Song J. Lezcano $15.40 $6.60 $4.60
2 Delta Prince J. Castellano  $4.30 $3.30
3 Divisidero J. Toledo   $4.90
Ch Colt 2014, by English Channel - Mystic Chant by Unbridled’s Song
Owner: Schwartz, Barry, K.. Trainer: Linda Rice. 
Breeder: Stonewall Farm (NY).
Late Scratches: Weekend Hideaway  Time: 1:35.96
Daily Double (8-6), $56.25; Exacta (6-2), $27.00; Superfecta (6-2-3-
4), $39.75; Trifecta (6-2-3), $70.50; Pic 3 (2-8-6), $490.00

NINTH $92,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
1 Patternrecognition L. Saez $6.50 $3.90 $3.00
2 Phi Beta Express K. Carmouche  $6.00 $4.50
4 Always a Suspect D. Cohen   $5.50
B Horse 2013, by Adios Charlie - Almost a Valentine by High Cotton
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Ocala Stud (FL). Time: 1:22.71
Daily Double (6-1), $28.25; Exacta (1-2), $15.40; Superfecta (1-2-4-
5), $25.45; Trifecta (1-2-4), $45.87; Pic 3 (8-6-1), $174.50

TENTH $100,000, STAKES - FASIG-TIPTON LURE S., 4’S & UP, 1 1/16M
3 Inspector Lynley J. Lezcano $8.60 $4.50 $3.50
1 Projected (GB) J. Castellano  $3.50 $3.00
7 Conquest Panthera L. Saez   $4.80
B Horse 2013, by Lemon Drop Kid - Criminologist by Maria’s Mon
Owner: Janney, III, Stuart S. and Phipps Stable. 
Trainer: Claude McGaughey III. Breeder: Stuart S. Janney, III LLC. & 
PhippsStable (KY). Late Scratches: You’re to Blame, Secret Passage, 
Dalarna. Time: 1:43.30
Daily Double (1-3), $16.50; Exacta (3-1), $13.70; Superfecta (3-1-
7-6), $27.95; Trifecta (3-1-7), $33.87; Pic 3 (6-1-3), $127.75; Grand 
Slam (6/8/12-2/3/6-1/2/4-3), $118.25

ELEVENTH $45,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3’S & UP, 7F
10 Fancycase D. Cohen $8.80 $3.70 $2.40
1 Dancingwthdaffodls J. Alvarado  $2.50 $2.10
9 Crater Rim J. Bravo   $2.20
Ch Filly 2015, by Pomeroy - Loving Lucy by Lycius
Owner: Bongard, Ellen R., Skodinski, Carla H., Petrino, Ellen H., Con-
don, Kathleen and Bongard, Barbara R.. Trainer: Patrick Kelly. 
Breeder: Rojan Farms (NY).
Late Scratches: Molly’s Nighthawk, Hit a Provisional, Frederica, Ador-
able Song, Shanghai Dreams, Sardonyx, Zetetic, Youth Gone Wild, 
Grand Banks, I Like Your Style, Super Mama  Time: 1:27.23
Daily Double (3-10), $19.90; Exacta (10-1), $9.90; Superfecta (10-
1-9-2), $3.90; Trifecta (10-1-9), $9.65; Pic 3 (1-3-10), $95.25; Pic 4 
(6-1-3-ALL), $67.62; Pic 5 (8-6-1-3-ALL), $443.50; Pic 6 (2-8-6-1-3-
ALL), $154.50; Pic 6 (2-8-6-1-3-ALL), $17,055.00

On Track Handle: 5,743,898
Inter-State Handle: 16,663,129

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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BY BRANDON VALVO
By 6:30 Saturday morning, the sun 

climbed in the sky above the Oklaho-
ma Training Track as Steve Asmussen’s 
third set left the barn. The mid-morn-
ing air and blue skies were a welcome 
break from the humid and wet weath-
er. Birds fluttered and chirped in the 
rafters of the stable and trees as Scott 
Blasi climbed on his pony and grabbed 
the shank of Tight Ten, one of two 
Asmussen entrants in today’s Grade 2 
Saratoga Special Stakes.

The walk to the track was quiet. 
The 2-year-old didn’t look like the 
green colt who ran into the rail in 
his debut in June. Tight Ten strolled 
along with ears flopping with the mo-
tion of his head and his tail swaying. 

They entered the track and Blasi’s 
pony jogged alongside Tight Ten be-
fore releasing the colt at the half-mile 
pole. Tight Ten darted sharply to the 
inside and accelerated. He galloped 
about a mile with his ears forward 
and head level before pulling up and 
meeting the assistant trainer to leave 
the track.

They walked the path behind the 
Oklahoma under the full oak and 
skinny pine trees, his walk as calm as 
before. They continued past the first 
row of barns and made a right turn 
down, finally ending back at Asmus-
sen’s stable. The trainer summed up 

GUN RUNNER
AVERY ISLAND 
FLY SO HIGH  
GOT STORMY
LIPSTICK CITY
MAIDEN BEAUTY
INFLEXIBILITY
QUEZON
LADY ALEXANDRA

Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459   niallbrennan.com

Success is No Accident...

MEET THE TRF HERD AMBASSADORS
Cogs My Man  •  Son of a Gun  •  Blown Save  •  Dusk to Dawn  •  Bold Mon

Every Tuesday during the Racing Meet  |  11am–2pm
TRF SUMMER FARM AT SARATOGA 

683 Lake Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY

Visit TRFinc.org  |  Appointments available

Come out to the farm and meet five of our beautiful  
retired thoroughbred racehorses, in Saratoga to  
represent the TRF herd of more than 750 horses

Drive for Five 
Asmussen barn seeks fifth win 
with two colts in juvenile stakes
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Assistant trainer Scott Blasi escorts Sir Truebadour Saturday morning.
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the session succinctly. 
“Perfect.”
Just after 8 o’clock, Asmussen’s 

second set after the break queued up 
in the walking ring between the barn 
and dorms. The sun beamed through 
the trees, leaves sparkling like stained 
glass. Blasi grabbed Sir Truebadour, 
Asmussen’s other Saratoga Special 
runner, and took the same path.

Sir Truebadour walked with his 
head up and ears forward. He pinned 
them back when in sight of the oval 
and walked toward it. Although he 
spooked at another horse leaving the 
track as he went through the gap, Sir 
Truebadour jogged off quietly. He 
galloped high strung, wanting to do 
more. He pulled up on his toes and 
reunited with Blasi. 

“I love having them in the barn,” 
Asmussen said. “They’re big, strong, 
good-going horses that have great at-
titudes. They both have very big fu-
tures. They both have a lot of pres-
ence about themselves when they’re 
on the racetrack.”

The uneventful session was ex-
pected for Whispering Oaks Farm’s 
Sir Truebadour. He’s already made 
three starts with two wins, a maiden 
special on a sloppy track at Churchill 
Downs in May and the Grade 3 Bash-
ford Manor June 30. Tight Ten’s quiet 
morning was a far cry from his June 
28 debut.

Tight Ten engaged in a speed duel 
in that 6-furlong race, shook clear of 
a rival, opened up and veered inside 
with a sixteenth to run. He grazed the 
rail but still won by 4 1/4 lengths. 

“I thought if anything he went too 
quick early and he still drew off pret-
ty easy late and jumped the shadow 
of the grandstand,” Asmussen said. 
“He does look around a lot. I’m not 
wanting to put blinkers on him at this 
stage. This is simply the second race 
of his career and he should have a 
great one, but he does have improve-
ment to make.

“That is his personality. When you 
take him anywhere, he’s checking it 
out. As the level of competition stiff-
ens, he’ll dial in.”

Asmussen schooled Tight Ten 
several times to prepare him for his 
stakes and Saratoga debut. Tight Ten 
trains regularly on Oklahoma and 

breezed 5 furlongs in 1:01.55 on the 
main track July 29. 

“We’ve showed him a lot of things. 
He’s been over to the paddock a cou-
ple of times, he’s been over to the 
main track on multiple occasions, but 
he does notice everything,” Asmussen 
said. “We’ll be OK. There are things, 
like where the photographers stand 
here, shadows at that time of the af-
ternoon, that will be different, but I 
have a feeling the company will keep 
him concentrated.”

The company is Call Paul, a maid-
en winner for Jason Servis at Dela-
ware Park July 5; Meade, who scored 
in a Belmont maiden July 7; Spinoff, 
who won his debut at Gulfstream 
June 23; and Stage Left, winner of a 4 
1/2-furlong sprint at Keeneland April 
25. The most accomplished opponent 
is Tight Ten’s stablemate.

A son of More Than Ready, Sir 
Truebadour cost Whispering Oaks 
$300,000 at the Fasig-Tipton select 
yearling sale here last summer. 

The dark bay is familiar to Asmus-
sen, who trained the colt’s full-broth-
er Regally Ready (the 2011 Breeders’ 
Cup Turf Sprint winner and $1.8 mil-
lion earner) and their dam Kivi.

“They just have a very blue-collar 
approach to them. They just do their 
work, whatever you ask of them,” As-
mussen said. “They’re just very versa-
tile horses. They’re very physical.”

Asmussen also has experience with 
Tight Ten’s family. 

The Winchell Thoroughbreds 
homebred is a son of Tapit and the 
Distorted Humor mare Devils Hu-
mor. Asmussen had the mare and 

trains Tight Ten’s full-brother Devils 
Halo, who won a Saratoga allowance 
Aug. 6.

“A ton of talent. They can fly. 
That’s their similarity.” Asmussen 
said. 

Ricardo Santana Jr. rode Tight Ten 
and Sir Truebadour leading up to the 
Saratoga Special. He rides the former 
in the 6 1/2-furlong $200,000 stakes 

today. The rider and horse have a his-
tory together and Santana looks for-
ward to their partnership continuing.

“He’s going to run a big race. He’s 
training good. He’s ready to go,” 
Santana said. “I’m excited. I’ve been 
dealing with this horse since his first 
work. When he was a baby, he was 
my big hope for the future and we 
have a lot of future with that horse.”

With four wins in the Sarato-
ga Special – Cuvee in 2003, Kodiak 
Kowboy in 2007, Kantharos in 2010 
and Copper Bullet last year – As-
mussen already has more wins in the 
race’s history than any other trainer. 
The Hall of Fame conditioner recog-
nizes the power 2-year-olds play in his 
stable; they are responsible for three 
of Asmussen’s 11 wins at the meet, 
and 17 of his 38 starters.

“We’re very blessed to have talent-
ed 2-year-olds that are doing well at 
the right time. With that being said, it 
has to continue,” he said. “We’re very 
fortunate to have a talented group of 
2-year-olds. We realize how blessed 
we are to have this caliber of horse 
and appreciate it and respect it. Hors-
es of this caliber put us in this posi-
tion. We can’t run for them, we’re just 
lucky to have them.”

Cowboy Up
with our

New York-
Breds!

Hip 301
C. by Bustin Stones

o/o Tabuha

Hip 489
F. by Uncle Mo

o/o Little Polka Dot

Hip 523
F. by Shanghai Bobby
o/o Myfriendthebird

Hip 529
F. by Daredevil

o/o New Harmony

Hip 597
F. Japan

o/o Shesabitdistorted

Hip 600
C. by Competitive Edge

o/o Shuffle the Deck

Hip 619
F. by Ghostzapper
o/o Stone Maker

Come see us at Barn 10

Saratoga Special –
 Continued from page 32

Brandon Valvo
Tight Ten returns from training Saturday morning.
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Sold for $1.2 Million 
SARATOGA SELECT Session Topper 

BY TOM LAW
Queen Of Connaught showed up 

in Saratoga in the middle of last week 
from England, ready to take on old-
er fillies and mares in the Grade 3 
Fasig-Tipton Waya Stakes before set-
tling in for an extended stay. 

The New York Racing Association 
canceled the $200,000 grass mara-
thon, and the $100,000 Fasig-Tip-
ton Lure, because of super-saturated 
turf courses and moved both fixtures 
to this weekend. The Lure went Sat-
urday and the Waya goes on today’s 
card that also includes the Grade 2 
Saratoga Special. 

Trained in England by Mike Bell, 
the 3-year-old filly takes on seven old-
er fillies and mares in the 1 1/2-mile 

Waya. She’s run against older females 
in three consecutive starts in England, 
including a victory in a small handi-
cap and a fifth in the Smarkets Aph-
rodite Stakes at Newmarket. 

Queen Of Connaught shipped into 
trainer Tom Morley’s barn on the 
Oklahoma Training Track side and 
she’ll stay with him after the Waya. 

“She was here in the middle of last 
week, so she’s been here about 12 
days now,” Morley said on his way to 
the Oklahoma to train a set Saturday 
morning. “She’s settled in well. She’ll 
be a better 4-year-old than 3-year-old. Connie Bush

Queen Of Connaught walks on the ring at trainer Tom Morley’s barn.

FASIG-TIPTON WAYA PREVIEW

Extended Stay
Queen Of Connaught to stay  
in U.S. after try in turf marathon

Continued On Page 35 
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She’s a frame of a horse at the mo-
ment, but when she puts some weight 
on and matures as a 4-year-old she’s 
got a chance of being a very nice fil-
ly.”

Queen Of Connaught brings a 
Coolmore connection to Morley’s 
barn. She’s owned by Linda Shanahan 
and Emily Magnier, the wives of Paul 
Shanahan and M.V. Magnier, respec-
tively. She’s also a daughter of Dec-
laration Of War, beaten just a head 
when third to Mucho Macho Man 
and Will Take Charge in the 2013 
Breeders’ Cup Classic at Santa Anita 
Park, and a member of the stallion 
roster at Coolmore’s Ashford Stud in 
Kentucky.  

 Morley said he’s excited to wel-
come the filly, bred in England by 
Ashbrittle Stud from the Montjeu 
mare Warling, to the barn.

“Very much so. I’ve known Emi-
ly Magnier for a long time and I’ve 
known Mr. Shanahan for a long time. 
I’m delighted to have a horse for 
them,” Morley said. 

Morley also said he might have 
preferred to run the filly last week 
rather than with the extra time to ad-
just to an American training style.

“Sometimes you’re better running 
right off the plane,” he said. “That’s 
what the plan was, to run her off the 
plane, then let her get acclimatized to 
things over here. Now we’re in a little 
bit of an unknown. She seems to have 
handled everything well.”

Queen Of Connaught galloped a 
mile on the Oklahoma dirt track for 
the past week, Morley’s wife Mag-
gie hopping aboard a few times and 
giving a positive review. Morley also 
took advantage of the Oklahoma’s in-
field turf schooling area with the filly. 

He didn’t breeze Queen Of Con-
naught between the Waya’s original 
date and today, unlike five of the oth-
er eight entrants in the race. 

“She ran 12 days before she 
shipped,” he said. “She’s gone through 
a transatlantic flight, galloped a mile 
on dirt every day, which is taxing 
enough. I had her out in the infield 
once and just let her blow out on the 
turf. She’s a very, very light Whippet 
of a filly. When she starts getting into 
a rhythm here you’ll be lucky to see 
a :51 (for a half-mile breeze) between 

each race and that will be about it. 
She doesn’t need much to keep her 
going.”

Queen Of Connaught is one of 
four in the Waya with a victory at 
1 1/2 miles, along with 8-5 favor-
ite Santa Monica, 3-1 second choice 
Mom’s On Strike and 5-1 fourth 
choice Homeland Security. 

“It’s a tough spot for her but there 
are plenty of spots for her down the 
line,” Morley said. “She wants a min-
imum of a mile-and-a-quarter but re-
ally a mile-and-a-half is her trip. She’s 
in there because of the trip more than 
against the company. It’s a little bit of 
an unknown for several of the fillies in 
the race but it’s not an unknown for 
her. She should handle the trip very 
well, gets in with a nice light weight 
and we’ll see how she stacks up.”

Santa Monica comes off a victo-
ry going 10 furlongs in the Grade 
2 Dance Smartly at Woodbine for 
Chad Brown. Co-owned by Susan 
Magnier and Madaket Stables, the 
5-year-old Mastercraftsman mare 
won the Group 3 Munster Oaks at 
Cork in June 2017 and an allowance 
at Keeneland in her American debut 
in April at Keeneland. Like Queen Of 
Connaught, the favorite was bred in 
England. 

Mom’s On Strike won the Grade 
3 Bewitch at Keeneland two starts 
back and comes off a fourth behind 
Fourstar Crook, Sistercharlie and 
Daddy’s Lil Darling – who finished 
second, first and fourth in Saturday’s 
Grade 1 Beverly D. at Arlington Park. 
Trained by Joe Sharp, the 5-year-old 
First Dude mare has been first or sec-
ond ten times in 16 starts but is win-
less in two outs at Saratoga.

Homeland Security won going 12 
furlongs last time out, taking the Riv-
er Memories at Belmont July 8 for 
Brown. 

Savannah Belle is the only member 
of the field not entered last week. The 
4-year-old Discreetly Mine filly fin-
ished second to Homeland Security 
in the River Memories for trainer Bri-
an Lynch. Summersault, third in the 
River Memories and also third in last 
year’s Waya for trainer Mark Hennig, 
is also back in the field.

Lottie, second in the Grade 2 
Sheepshead Bay in her 2018 debut 
and also second in the 2017 Waya for 
trainer Graham Motion, and Grade 
3 Robert G. Dick Memorial winner 
Tricky Escape complete the field. 

Monomoy Girl 

- Two-year-old prep work
- Pinhooking partnerships

- Sales consignments
- Best care anywhere

Paul Sharp Stables
Williston, Florida
(352) 339-1381                paulsharpstables@gmail.com .

Sharp

Paul Sharp Stables
and your horse can too.

began her path to stardom with 

Filly
Waya –

 Continued from page 34
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Sunday, August 12.

1ST (1:00PM). $48,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Make the Rules .............. J. Ortiz ............................. M. Maker ...................... 4-1
1a  .... 4 ............Zap Daddy ...................... K. Carmouche .................. M. Maker ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Class Won ...................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 2-1
2b .... 7 ............You’re Killin Me .............. D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 2-1
3  ..... 3 ............Fled ................................ J. Bravo ........................... M. Vera....................... 12-1
4  ..... 5 ............Take Notice..................... J. Rosario ........................ D. Lukas ....................... 5-2
5  ..... 6 ............Slot ................................ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-5

2ND (1:33PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 10 ..........Local Edition .................. J. Lezcano ....................... T. Bush ....................... 10-1
1a  .... AE..........Riendo ........................... J. Lezcano ....................... R. Schosberg ............. 10-1
2  ..... 1 ............Time Expired .................. M. Luzzi ........................... M. Friedman ............... 12-1
3  ..... 2 ............Zelenka ........................... D. Beckner ....................... P. Meadow .................. 30-1
4  ..... 3 ............Last Chant ...................... L. Reyes .......................... E. Barker .................... 15-1
5  ..... 4 ............Joe’s Smokin Gun .......... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Hills .......................... 3-1
6  ..... 5 ............Golconda ........................ R. Maragh ........................ L. Gyarmati ................ 20-1
7  ..... 6 ............Sir Frost ......................... D. Cohen .......................... B. Tagg ....................... 15-1
8  ..... 7 ............Powerstroke ................... L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 4-1
9  ..... 8 ............Singapore Trader ............ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 9-5
10..... 9 ............Straitouta Congtin .......... K. Carmouche .................. A. Adsit ........................ 8-1
11..... AE..........Freudian Analyst ............ L. Reyes .......................... L. O’Brien ................... 30-1
12..... AE..........La Manche ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker .................... 15-1
13..... AE..........Looking At U Kid ............ M. Franco ........................ J. Frangella, Jr. ........... 10-1
14..... MTO ......Magnetron ..................... . Rider TBA ...................... M. Lerman .................... 6-1

3RD (2:07PM). $32,000, CLM $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Yourdreamsormine ........ L. Saez ............................. J. Navarro .................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Big Guy Ian .................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 7-5
3  ..... 3 ............Malibu High .................... C. Cedeno ........................ J. Vazquez .................. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Lex Vegas....................... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Too Fast to Pass ............. J. Alvarado ...................... G. Contessa .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Data Driven .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Diodoro .................... 9-5

4TH (2:41PM). $95,000, AOC $80,000, 4 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Browse ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Malibu Stacy .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Fire Key .......................... R. Maragh ........................ P. Kelly ......................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Team of Teams ............... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Jerkens ..................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Jc’s Shooting Star .......... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ........................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Fear No Evil .................... J. Bravo ........................... T. Albertrani .................. 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Rumble Doll ................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Falcone, Jr. ............ 10-1

5TH (3:15PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Speedy Solution ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Black Dynamite .............. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Toy Moon ....................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Teletype .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ........................ 5-1
5  ..... MTO ......Senda ............................. . Rider TBA ...................... W. Mott ........................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Multi Strategy ................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Varenka .......................... J. Vargas, Jr. .................... H. Motion ..................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Liora ............................... F. Geroux ......................... W. Catalano .................. 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Brucia La Terra ............... M. Franco ........................ B. Tagg ....................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Aunt Hattie (IRE) ............ J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 8-1

6TH (3:49PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Winandyourin Gin .......... F. Geroux ......................... M. Casse ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............She’s Got It All ............... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ....................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Feedback ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2

4  ..... 4 ............Takecharge Mirella ......... J. Bravo ........................... K. McLaughlin ............ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lady Apple ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
6  ..... 6 ............Hollywood Glory ............ J. Castellano .................... M. Hennig .................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Wild Moment ................. M. Franco ........................ R. Moquett ................. 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kiska .............................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Dovey Lovey .................. J. Alvarado ...................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Ballet Slippers ................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Albertrani ................ 20-1

7TH (4:25PM). $87,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Broken Border ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 7-2
2  ..... MTO ......Stay Fond ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... E. Jones ....................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gondora (GER) .............. J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Transaction Tax .............. J. Alvarado ...................... G. Contessa .................. 9-2
5  ..... MTO ......Frostie Anne ................... J. Alvarado ...................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-5
6  ..... 6 ............Maximus Beauty ............ A. Beschizza .................... J. Sharp ........................ 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Sweet Sting .................... M. Franco ........................ J. Jerkens ..................... 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Excellent Sunset (IRE) ... J. Velazquez ..................... B. Walsh ....................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Belle of the Spa .............. J. Castellano .................... B. Brown .................... 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Remarqued .................... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Ribaudo ................... 8-1

8TH (5:02PM). $200,000, STK - THE  SARATOGA SPECIAL, 2 YO, 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Meade ............................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Call Paul ......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Servis ....................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Spinoff ........................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tight Ten ........................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Sir Truebadour ............... J. Rosario ........................ S. Asmussen ................ 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Stage Left ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... W. Ward ....................... 6-1

9TH (5:40PM). $200,000, STK - THE FASIG-TIPTON  WAYA, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/2M 
(INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Lottie .............................. E. Prado ........................... H. Motion ..................... 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Savannah Belle ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ..................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Santa Monica (GB) ......... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 8-5
4  ..... 4 ............Homeland Security ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mom’s On Strike ............ A. Beschizza .................... J. Sharp ........................ 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Tricky Escape ................. C. DeCarlo ....................... L. Ashby ..................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Queen of Connaught (GB) J. Castellano .................... M. Bell ........................ 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Summersault ................. J. Velazquez ..................... M. Hennig .................... 8-1

10TH (6:18PM). $85,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Structural Deficit ............ J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Girl At War (IRE) ............ F. Geroux ......................... M. Casse ...................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Madding Crowd .............. M. Franco ........................ W. Mott ...................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Princesa Carolina ........... R. Santana, Jr. ................. K. McPeek .................. 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Rotate ............................ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Trish the Dish ................. L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tula ................................ J. Vargas, Jr. .................... H. Motion ..................... 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Dizzy .............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez .............. 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Sippican Harbor ............. J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Miss Rombauer .............. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 9-2
11..... MTO ......Ayers Rock ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-5

Copyright 2018 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Guest Handicapper
Today’s guest handicapper is Pat Fitch, who along with his brothers Jay and Adam own the City Tavern on 

Caroline Street and Kings Tavern at the corner of East and Union avenues. Pick up a copy of The Special every day 
at Kings Tavern. A lifelong Saratoga Race Course visitor, Fitch grew up in Burnt Hills and learned to handicap from 
his grandfather. Saturday, Ed DeRosa picked two winners. 

• The guest win total does not include Monday or Wednesday, when only The Special’s regular handicappers 
picks appear at thisishorseracing.com. 

Top Guest Handicapper of 2018: Jesse Ullery with four wins.
Presented by

Play

Win$1,000,000!
With the New & Improved App  
from America’s Best Racing

Download  
and play the 

FREE app  
today!

63/199 44/199 42/199 38/199 29/160*



38 Sunday, auguSt 12, 2018the Saratoga Special

Every horse starts somewhere, even Saratoga 
superstars. Keeneland Sales helps The Special 
look back at some memorable graded stakes win-
ners – and Keeneland graduates – at the Spa. We’ll 
re-connect and dig up some memories. Enjoy.

Gunnevera
Saratoga Special 2016

BY JOE CLANCY
Pick your angle with Gunnevera, he’s a good 

story no matter which way you go. Orphan foal, 
inexpensive yearling, kidnapped trainer, Flori-
da-based underdog, late-running dynamo, they 
all work for the 4-year-old son of Dialed In 
whose career took flight with a 9-1 upset of the 
Saratoga Special Stakes here two years ago.

And now, off a blowout allowance win at Gulf-
stream Park Friday, he could be a major player in 
the Grade 1 Woodward at the end of the meet.

The legend (well, story, it’s not quite a legend 
yet) started at Jim and Pam Robinson’s Brandy-
wine Farm in Paris, Ky. Broodmare Unbridled 
Rage gave birth to a chestnut colt on the last day 
of February 2014. 

A week later, the daughter of Unbridled died, 
leaving her colt by Dialed In to be bottle-fed by 
humans and later raised by a Paint nurse mare 
named Jenny. 

“He was spoiled from day one,” said Pam 
Robinson. “He was very good around people be-
cause we bottle-fed him and Jenny was a great 
mother.”

Sent to Keeneland September as part of a large 
Brandywine consignment in 2015, the Dialed In 
colt was in Book 3 and sold on the sale’s eighth 
day. Whether it was his rookie sire, a spot early 
in the session or some other factor, Hip 2336 sold 
for just $16,000. Buyer Antonio Sano had one 
thought.

“This is my lucky day,” he told himself, then 
signed the ticket.

“He was a very nice-looking colt and I didnt’ 
think he would be that cheap,” said Sano, now 
the horse’s trainer. “Dialed In caught my atten-
tion, and I liked Unbridled on the mare. I thought 
he would bring 50 or 75 thousand and I would 
have to call my bigger owners in.”

Things only improved from there as Gunneve-
ra blossomed as a 2-year-old. He finished second 
in his debut at Gulfstream, and Sano used the 
words Kentucky and Derby in the same sentence. 
Fourth  in the Birdonthewire Stakes in early July, 
Gunnevera broke through with a maiden win two 
weeks later. 

Then came Saratoga. Sent off at 9-1 in a field 
of five, he mowed down Tip Tap Tapizar and Re-
cruiting Ready after dawdling well off the early 
pace. Sano told The Special his story after the 
win. The leading Thoroughbred trainer in Vene-
zuela, he’d left six years earlier and started over. 
The reason why was powerful, unfathomable. 

“I got kidnapped,” he said. “Thirty-six days.” 
His wife Maria paid a ransom to buy his free-

dom and he started over in the United States. 
Sano won 37 races in 2010, 75 in 2011 went for 

85 from his Florida base last year. He’s won 31 
races this year, and chipping away at last year’s 
$3.2 million purse total.

Gunnevera, who now races for an ownership 
entity called Margoth, has been part of the story. 
He closed his 2-year-old season by winning the 
$1 million Delta Downs Jackpot and at 3 add-
ed the Fountain of Youth to placings in the Holy 
Bull and Florida Derby to earn a spot in the Ken-
tucky Derby. Seventh behind Always Dreaming 
after being as far back as 15th early, Gunnevera 
finished fifth in the Preakness. Freshened back 
home in Florida, he won a minor stakes in early 
August and finished second to eventual 3-year-
old champion West Coast in the Travers. Fifth 
in the Breeders’ Cup Classic, Gunnevera ended 
2017 with $1.6 million in lifetime earnings. 

Saratoga Memories, presented by Keeneland, is an ongoing series that looks back  
at some of the top moments from Keeneland Sales graduates among Saratoga’s best racing.

Tod Marks
Gunnevera wins the 2016 Saratoga Special.

Continued On Page 39 
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H e l p i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  s u c c e e d  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  i n  r a c i n g .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 49 individual Grade 1 winners.

Just some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT 

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

He opened this year with a third 
in the Pegasus and shipped to the 
Dubai World Cup in March. He 
finished eighth, but emerged with a 
hoof injury and was sidelined until 
returning to the races last week. He 
found his usual spot in the back of a 
five-horse field before rallying late and 
winning by 6 1/2 lengths. Sano, pre-
dictably, loved it.

“I’m still smiling,” he said Satur-
day afternoon. “It’s so nice to have 
him back. We feel like we are ready 
for the Woodward now.”

Gunnevera owns a win and a sec-
ond in two starts at Saratoga, and 
will get another chance in the histor-
ic Grade 1 stakes for older horses on 
the last Saturday of the meet.

Like Sano, Brandywine Farm 
(co-breeder with Stephen Upchurch) 
has gone along for the ride with the 
earner of nearly $3 million.

“We’re very proud of him,” said 
Pam Robinson. “Breeders oftentimes 
get lost, but we spend a year getting 
the mating and waiting for the foal 
to hit the ground, and another year-
and-a-half raising them. It’s no easy 
project.”

Brandywine Farm bred Belmont 
Stakes winner Ruler On Ice, Wood-
ward winner Itsmyluckyday and 
plenty of other standouts. Gunneve-
ra makes the list of farm-raised stars 
and may outdo them all.

“It’s been a fun ride and I don’t 
think he’s anywhere near finished,” 
said Pam Robinson. “Antonio and 
his son Alex are very good about 
keeping us informed and letting us 
be a part of the team.”

And Brandywine isn’t quite 
through with its connection to Gun-
nevera. Jenny, his nurse mare, was 
bred to the farm’s teaser stallion and 
produced a black and white Appa-
loosa colt who was given to the Rob-
insons by the nurse-mare provider. 

“He’s the most gorgeous Appa-
loosa you could ever ask for,” said 
Pam Robinson of the now 3-year-
old. “We have  him working with 
our September horses for this year. 
He goes for a mile-and-a-half walk, 
gets groomed, gets hosed. He’ll be-
come the new teaser at some point 
down the road, and we’re so happy 
to have him.”

Gunnevera –
 Continued from page 38

http://fairhilletc.com/


40 Sunday, auguSt 12, 2018the Saratoga Special

 Jockeys’ Guild, Inc. 448 Lewis Hargett Circle, Suite 220, Lexington, KY 40503.
(859) 523-JOCK  www.jockeysguild.com

Dedicated to the Health and Safety of Professional American jockeys. 

It’s April 2017. Javier Castellano is 
parking his car at Keeneland and his phone 
is ringing . . . and ringing . . . and ringing. 
The incoming number starts with 518.

“Who calls me from Saratoga?” he asks 
himself. “In April. I’ve got to get this car 
parked and these parking lots are not easy 
here.”

Ring . . . ring . . . ring.
“OK . . . hello . . . hello. Yes, this is Javi-

er Castellano.” 
“This is Brien Bouyea from the Nation-

al Museum of Racing in Saratoga. You’ve 
been inducted to the Hall of Fame?”

“Whaaatt? Really? That’s me?”
“Yes. You. You’ve been incucted.”
“Oh man, that’s great. Can you hold on 

a second?”
Then Castellano finished parking the 

car and took a breath. He’d reached the 
Hall of Fame, the highest honor in racing 
– in any sport really. Oh sure, he’d let him-
self think about it but nobody counts on 
the Hall of Fame and when the call comes 
it comes with some weight.

“You say wow. I remember when I start-
ed, when I got on my first horse. It never 
went through my mind to get to that level. 
Of course, I thought ‘I’m going to be good. 
I would like to be a good rider.’ You don’t 
think about the Hall of Fame. My career 
was going good – stepladder, stepladder, 
stepladder – but I would not think about the Hall 
of Fame.”

But as Bouyea put it as Castellano wrestled his 
car into a spot in the Keeneland horsemen’s lot, 
“You’re in.”

Now 40, Castellano made his North Amer-
ican debut at Calder in 1997 aboard a horse 
named Huckster’s Boy. They finished third, and 
got moved up to second on a disqualification. 
Three days later, the Venezuelan apprentice won 
two and was on his way. He’s won four Eclipse 
Awards, is closing in on 5,000 wins, has more 
than $307 million in purse earnings (third all-
time) and has led North America in seasonal wins 
and earnings multiple times.

Friday afternoon, he talked with The Special’s 
Joe Clancy about life as a jockey.

How did you get into racing?
My father (Abel) was a jockey for 25 years. My uncle was 
a jockey too at home in Venezuela. I started to ride horses 
there and I rode for a couple months and decided to come to 
the United States in June 1997. I came to the United States 
and they asked, “Who are you?” I told them my name and 
I tried to make it. It was in Florida, at Calder. I tried to show 
the people my ability and ride the best I could. I tried to learn 
different ways to ride the horses. It was great, because you 
were learning right from the start.

What jockeys helped you get where you are?
I was very fortunate to be around at that time Jerry Bailey, 
Mike Smith, Pat Day, Jose Santos, Earlie Fires, a lot of good, 
good jockeys from different places. Jockeys from Delaware, 
Boston, California, they came there. Florida was a tough 
colony. I learned by riding races and watching races. That’s 
where I grew up. I was 18 almost 19. Julie Krone was riding. 
That was the first time I saw a female jockey be competitive, 
and she was good. She won a lot of races. Jorge Chavez, he 

won a lot of races. There were 16, 17 jockeys who 
were the best jockeys and they only had nine races a 
day so it was tough to get rides.

Everybody asks jockeys for their favorite 
horses. Is that fair?
It’s hard to pick favorites, because your career is 
so long and you ride a lot of good horses. I have 
so many. I always say Ghostzapper because he was 
at the right time and in the right place. I was doing 
good and I was winning a lot of races at that time, 
but I never stepped up the ladder. The quantity was 
there. He was my first superstar, my first Breed-
ers’ Cup win, my only Breeders’ Cup Classic so far. 
That helped me jump to the next level. He was an 
awesome horse to ride and I was very fortunate to 
ride him. Bernardini was my first Triple Crown race 
winner in the Preakness (2006). Flintshire was one 
of the best horses I ever rode on the grass. What a 
turn of foot, wshew. He would go to top speed like 
that (snap). I’ve never seen a horse like that. I really 
had confidence every time I rode him. He had quick 
acceleration, right away. That’s the kind of horse you 
love to ride. He would give you that speed when you 
wanted it. There aren’t many horses like that.

What’s the most important skill a jockey 
can have?
We ride all different types of horses. You have to 
learn to ride different ways. I think they key is you 
have to adjust. I use the example of the patient and 
the doctor. You go to the doctor, he’s not going to 
treat you like the last patient who came to visit him. 
The doctor has to adjust to every single person or 
different cases, different diseases. I’m not a doctor, 

but I think of a jockey the same way. You’re not going to ride 
the same way as the horse you rode the last time. You al-
ways have to adjust. Some horses have speed, some horses 
come from behind, some racetracks have a shorter stretch, 
some have a long stretch. You have to adjust to every single 
thing. That’s important and a good jockey can adjust to a 
different style to get the best result.

What’s your dream job, other than jockey?
Baseball player. By far. I was good. I was really good. I can 
tell you that. Something against me was my size. I don’t 
argue about that. We grew up in Venezuela and everybody 
wants to be a baseball player there. Here, it’s football. You 
see everybody playing football here. In Venezuela, every-
body played baseball and that’s what I wanted to be. When 
I was a little kid I wanted to be a jockey, but right away my 
father told me ‘No way, no shot. Do not do it.’ Like all dads 
do. I argued, but I went to baseball. I played infield, second 

Continued On Page 41 

Tod Marks
Hall of Fame jockey Javier Castellano wanted to be a baseball player.



41Sunday, auguSt 12, 2018 the Saratoga Special

base and third base. I tried to pitch, but I didn’t have a strong 
arm. I was a good hitter, good hitter but I didn’t have the 
right size like Jose Altuve (who at 5-foot-6 and 165 pounds 
is small by baseball standards, but still bigger than Castel-
lano). I wish I did. 

You’re on the Jockeys’ Guild Senate for the 
Eastern Region. Why is that important?
I like to be involved because I like to give something back 
to the colony, the union if that’s what you want to call it. 
Without the Guild, there would not be any benefits for the 
jockeys. Jockeys are always the last guys, I don’t know why, 
but it’s been that way for very many years. We have to work 
to change that mentality. It’s very unfortunate because we 
all need each other. We need to put the horses first and the 
jockeys second and the rest third. I’m very fortunate to win 
a lot of races, but I see jockeys struggle. They don’t have 
enough money to pay the bills and they do a lot of work. Ev-
erybody was the little jockey at some point. We need all the 
jockeys to be able to do the job. When they started the guild 
(in 1940), they struggled. I don’t think they had the power 
to say something. They were treated like they are only the 
pilots of the horses, and had no say over anything.

You and your wife Abby have three children. 
Will we see another generation of jockeys?
I tell my kids no way, don’t become a jockey. The two girls 
(Kayla and Sienna) play tennis and they’re not really interest-
ed. My little boy (Brady) is going to turn 6 and we’ll see. You 
know he is going to like it at some point. He’s not that big 
either. We’ll see. I throw the baseball with him in the after-
noon and he’s good. Don’t get me wrong. I love my career, 
but I don’t want them to be jockeys. It’s not an easy game.

How much longer will you ride?
I feel young, believe me. I enjoy it. I’m very dedicated and 
I’m a natural athlete. I don’t have to lose weight. I get on 
horses, I like to ride a lot of horses, I love what I do. The 
time will tell me, but so far it doesn’t cross my mind at all. 
I’d like to have 10 more years in my career, maybe more. I’m 
40. Mike Smith is still going and he is 53, Gary Stevens is 
55. God bless them. They’re still going. If you stay healthy 
and you like it, you can do it for a long time. Your body will 
tell you. Right now I feel good.

Other than riding, what do you do for exercise?
I do a little jogging, a lot of stretching, light weights. I like 
to go outside and run. I run 2-3 miles, that’s all. I don’t like 
to go crazy with it (at this point he emphatically declined 
an offer to join The Special for a 5-mile trail run Sunday 
afternoon). Maybe 25 minutes, half an hour. Stretching, eat-
ing healthy, getting on horses in the morning are the most 
important things.

Do you have a race you wish you could ride again?
So many in 20 years. A lot of them. I try not to second-guess 
myself too much, but they are there, believe me. John 
Velazquez said You and Carson Hollow was his (the 2002 
Test Stakes at Saratoga, discussed in this space two weeks 
ago). That’s one of the best races I’ve ever seen. It was 
amazing. It hurts when you’re on the lead like that and you 

get beat. The first thing when you start riding, everybody 
says, ‘Don’t let someone go up the inside on you.’ But at the 
same time, I was in my house and we were having a barbe-
cue outside one day. We talked about racing and I brought 
up You and Carson Hollow. A guy there, a very sharp guy 
said, ‘I want you to look up a race, the (1998) Breeders’ Cup 
Mile on the grass. Da Hoss, look at the race.’ We put it on 
Youtube and the guy kept talking, ‘John Velazquez is the only 
jockey in the world who would ride the horse like that and 
get that horse to win. I give all the credit to John Velazquez 
for winning that race. Johnny won that race so you try not 
to worry about the ones you don’t win too much. There are 
so many races, and it happens both ways all the time, to all 
of us.

Who don’t you want to meet in the stretch?
John Velazquez. He’s so consistent. He’s got a good rhythm 
on the horses and is an example for any jockey anywhere. 
He’s a champion. That is the right word. He’s very consis-
tent, very dedicated, he’s got everything. He is the full pack-
age. The way he rides the horses, the way he performs. He 
is a champion, a real champion. 

Jockeys compete, but also get along. How do 
you do that?
You have to. If not, you have to fight every single day and 
that’s not good. You compete, but you can’t curse each oth-
er. It’s competitive, so it’s tough. You have to balance it.

How is being a jockey different than other sports?
You have to be strong, but at the same time some jockeys 
can’t eat. Imagine that. They say all the time, ‘Be strong at 
the top of the stretch, be strong with my horse so he can 
finish. But don’t be overweight. Make sure you don’t have to 
pull any pounds.’ OK, boss. In any sport, the athletes eat big 
meals, work out in the gym, get strong so they can perform. 
Not here. You can’t eat, you have to lose weight, you have 
to be strong. Your mind has to be clear, you have to make 
split decisions all the time. Look at Manny Franco and what 
he did yesterday. He gets bumped, loses an iron, one foot 
is over there, one foot is over here, he gets back in the iron 
again and he started riding. I don’t know how he did it. I 
asked him and he said, ‘No clue.’ That’s an athlete. 

What do you like about riding at Saratoga?
It’s a lot of stress – six days of racing, a lot of work in the 
morning, a lot of work in the afternoon. There’s more pres-
sure here. You can win two, three races in one day, but the 
next day people forget. Today is today. But we are very lucky 
to be here, to ride here. You see a lot of people in places we 
don’t want to be. At end of the day, win or lose, we get to 
come back tomorrow and riding at Saratoga is the best – 
great horses, great jockeys, great fans. 

What do you like about being a jockey?
Winning races, but being competitive too. Nothing is better 
than doing what you love to do – in any job, any sport, any-
thing. If you love it, you don’t mind an extra hour, an extra 
day. Of course, you can get overwhelmed and you won’t en-
joy it for a little while but at the end of the day you wake up in 
the morning and come back and get on some horses. Thank 
God. This is what I like to do. 

What do you like about horses?
They are just trying to do the best they can. You can’t criti-
cize them. They make us look good. Thank God for making 
the horse, because without that nobody would be here. 

How important is your family in your career?
I’m very lucky. My family supports me. The first thing when I 
come home, they say ‘Daddy, let’s go play.’ Then I say I have 
to go back to work and they say, ‘You just got back.’ The 
kids don’t always understand. Abby is great. She teaches 
the kids and does so much. She always supports me, that’s 
important. I don’t see them much in the winter. They stay in 
New York and I go to Florida. Sometimes, I fly home but it 
is not for long. Spring comes and I go to Lexington for one 
month. I say, I’ll be back. Then two months at Belmont, and 
we pack and go to Saratoga. The kids say, ‘Daddy, we going 
to have fun in the summer?’ Yes, we will have fun, but I’ve 
got to go to work. Tuesday is the one day off here and people 
say, ‘Come on, let’s go play golf.’ You’ve got to be kidding 
me. I have Tuesdays to spend with my family. 

What do you do other than riding horses?
I like to cook. I like to grill. I enjoy it. I cook steak, because 
you can’t go wrong. You put salt and pepper on it, put it on 
the grill, just don’t cook it too long. I cook some fish, pasta, 
steak. I enjoy it.

Any chance of a Javier’s Restaurant someday? 
I don’t know about that. That’s a lot of work. I’d like to invite 
Bobby Flay to come to my house and cook. He says, ‘You 
can’t afford it right now.’

Your brother Abel was a jockey too, and now 
he’s a trainer. Ever want to do that?
I don’t want to be a trainer. So far, he’s doing well though. 
He’s got a small staff and not too many horses. I think he’s 
doing the right thing. You have to start small. Get four or five 
horses, win races, take your time and then follow it up. If you 
do well, you will get horses. I am very proud of him. He’s at 
Delaware Park now. I don’t have to tell him much. He knows 
what he is doing. 

What else do you want to achieve?
You always have a dream in your career and you have goals. 
I’m very satisfied with my career. Four Eclipse Awards, five 
Travers, Hall of Fame, almost 5,000 wins. Four straight 
Eclipse Awards is something I am very proud of. You get 
one, OK, you had a great year. But to have four in a row, 
it means you sustained your riding, and at the same time 
you have to be lucky to be healthy. So many things can go 
wrong or your business slows down a little bit. My goal, to 
be honest, is to one day hopefully win the Kentucky Derby. 
I have been close so hopefully one day. Johnny used to say 
it too, and he got two very close together. I’ve won a lot of 
races. I’m very fortunate, very lucky.

Castellano –
 Continued from page 40
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George Handy decided to go for bigger things, 
closing his stable at Lincoln Downs in Rhode Island 
to try his hand at Liberty Bell Racetrack in Phil-
adelphia. It was 1970. Handy’s assistant, Ned Al-
lard, figured he better leave too. Without a job and 
with just a $1,500 claimer, Handy allowed him to 
train on the side, Allard began to make plans to hit 
the road. But, Fleetness Rules was ready to run, the 
owner wanted to run, Allard got talked into staying 
to run him, just once. 

He won. Then won again. Allard didn’t leave 
New England for 25 years. 

“Every day I went back to the barn, there was a 
new owner there wanting to know if I would take 
some more horses,” Allard said. “It was a fairytale 
start.”

And the rest, well, the rest is history. Allard has 
ridden the wave, up and down from Lincoln Downs 
to Suffolk to Rockingham Park to Philadelphia Park 
to Delaware Park to the Meadowlands to Saratoga 
to Parx and back to Saratoga. The 48-year odyssey 
hit two of its highs at Saratoga when Allard won 
the Alabama with Mom’s Command in her cham-
pionship season in 1985 and again Friday when 
hard-hitting sprinter Always Sunshine won the Tale 
Of The Cat Stakes.

“It’s been quite a drought from my last stakes vic-
tory at Saratoga, I think it was 33 years ago when 
Mom’s Command won up there, that’s a significant 
amount of time,” Allard said. “Saratoga was always 
a fun place but I haven’t had the stock to go up there 
for a long time, it was fun to come back and get the 
job done.”

Allard has been getting the job done since Nov. 20, 
1970 when Charles Maffeo guided Fleetness Rules to 
win at Lincoln Downs. The next year, Allard trained 
41 winners and has hit for at least 29 every year until 
2013 when he slipped to 16. Allard’s big owners are 
gone, but he still plugs away, the consummate horse-
man. He has trained 2,691 winners. 

“I’m 72 years old now, that’s not old, but it’s not 
young either. This one felt just as good as 33 years 
ago,” Allard said. “When I started training horses, I 
was hoping I could do as well as my ex boss George 
Handy and to enjoy the success I had in those days, 
it was a dream come true.”

Allard picked up owners and horses with alacrity 
to build a powerful New England stable and then a 
powerful East Coast stable. Peter Fuller added the 
most muscle, handing Allard the keys to homebred 
runners that included Fuller’s Folly, winner of the 
Seneca Handicap at Saratoga and of course, Mom’s 
Command, the best of the best. Fuller introduced 
Allard to John Costello who bolstered the ranks 
with the likes of 13-time winner Jacuzzi Boogie. 
Costello introduced Allard to Gilbert Campbell, 
who has sent Allard horses for decades, including 
Always Sunshine. 

“If you get really lucky and you meet the right 
people, things happen, I guess no matter how good 
a horseman you are, if you don’t meet the right 
owners, you’re just considered a good horseman 
that never got lucky,” Allard said. “Once you’re giv-
en the chance to handle some better horses, if you’re 
not a good horseman, it makes it a lot more difficult 

and you don’t keep those kind of people. But if you 
win some races and get lucky for them, it happens.”

Allard knew he had gotten lucky when Fleetness 
Rules won and those owners began to loiter at his 
barn, filling stalls. He appreciated it. He valued it. 

“I knew. Oh, I knew. I was just blessed. I’m smart 
enough to know that the horses make us, we don’t 
make them,” Allard said. “If we do get them, we’re 
just blessed trainers to have those kind of horses, 
whether you’re D. Wayne Lukas back in those days 
or Todd Pletcher, Chad Brown or Bob Baffert or 
whoever, we’re all just being blessed to be able to 
handle those kind of horses and those types of own-
ers who are attracted to you to give you a shot to 
show off a little.”

No horse allowed Allard to show off like Mom’s 
Command. The Fuller homebred won 11 of 16 rac-
es, including the Acorn, Mother Goose, Coaching 
Club American Oaks and Alabama in 1985. 

“Those kind of horses put you on the map,” Al-
lard said. “She was relatively easy to train, they all 
have their quirks, she didn’t have many.”

In that magical 1985 season, the daughter of Top 
Command needed to stretch her stamina to 1 ½ 
miles in the CCA Oaks. Fuller worried.

 “Do you really think this filly can go this far? 
Because Top Command, he’s a miler and that’s as 
good as the pedigree gets…” Fuller said. 

Allard ended the doubt quickly.
“Pete, there is not a better filly in the country,” 

Allard said. “I can’t imagine anybody beating her.”
Twenty-three years later, Allard still marveled of 

the conviction that Mom’s Command instilled. 
“To have that kind of confidence and feel that 

strong about a horse, that’s a very rare, a very rare 
thing to happen,” Allard said. “I never felt that way 
before or after. You’re always hoping you can win 
it, hoping you’re better than the rest, but you don’t 
go into too many races thinking, ‘Hey, there’s no-
body in the country that can beat this horse.’ ” 

In Commandcupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Coutesy of Ned Allard
Fleetness Rules gave trainer Ned Allard (right) his first win at 
Lincoln Downs in 1970.
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MONOMOY GIRL
Coaching Club American Oaks (G1) 

SOMBEYAY 
Sanford S. (G3) 

PROMISES FULFILLED 
Amsterdam S. (G3) 

FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM 
Honorable Miss H. (G2)

DADDY IS A LEGEND 
Lake George S. (G3)

CHANNEL MAKER 
Bowling Green S. (G2)
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AT SARATOGA

SUCCESS ON R ACING’S BIGGEST STAGES 
BEGINS AT THE KEENELAND SEPTEMBER YEARLING SALE. 
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With performance like this, shouldn’t you be buying and racing registered NY-BREDS?
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga NY-Bred Preferred Yearlings — August 12
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Aug 11, NY-bred

VOODOO SONG

scores Grade I victory in

the Fourstardave H.

••••••

NY-bred 2YO SUE’S  FORTUNE

captures Grade II

Adirondack S.

http://www.nybreds.com/



