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LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
PTON, New York (Post Time On?). Or maybe a Peloton fan.

BY THE NUMBERS
3: Motorcycles on a porch on Mitchell Street, and one in 
the yard (classics all).

2: Dogs tied to a golf cart outside Graham Motion’s barn 
Monday morning. They seemed happy about it.

1: Guy working on a grill in the back of a moving pick-up 
truck driving down East Avenue Monday afternoon.

T-SHIRTS OF THE DAY
TIming Is Everything, on the sales grounds.
Van Halen, at the racetrack.

WORTH REPEATING
“Everybody’s done it, she got Saratoga’d. Get over it, we’ve 
all done it and if anybody around here says they haven’t 
they’re full of it.”

Denali Stud’s Craig Bandoroff  
about first-timer overindulgence 

“Quality sells.”
Bloodstock agent Jacob West on the Saratoga Sale

Here&There...in Saratoga
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Admiral Halsey, first race. Rocking-
ham Ranch’s 2-year-old colt is by War 
Front. Admiral William Halsey was a 
fleet admiral in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II. Among the things he 
said, “Hit hard, hit fast, hit often . . . There 
aren’t any great men. There are just great 
challenges that ordinary men like you and me 
are forced by circumstances to meet . . . I never trust a fighting man who 
doesn’t smoke or drink.”

Bonkers, sixth race. Bred by Roy and Gretchen Jackson, and now 
owned by Three Diamonds Farm, the 4-year-old filly is out of Emo-
tional Kitten.

Island Treasure, seventh race. Stuart Janney’s 3-year-old filly is by 
Speightstown (a city on the island of Barbados) out of Hit It Rich.

thisishorseracing.com

In Flight. A crowded field speeds down the turf 
course. Caribbean Gold (3) made the early lead hold up.
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SARATOGA MEMORIES
We wrote about Tom Zwiesler’s history in Saratoga - going back to his days with Jimmy 

Picou in the late 1970s – in Tuesday’s edition about Sam-Son Farm selling four yearlings at the 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale. There’s more to the story and it’s too good to sit on a voice recorder 
or a notes file collecting virtual dust. 

“I used to be the ring man for Fasig believe it or not. I was the ring man down at Belmont 
Park for the parking lot sales, too. Someone, I’m not going to say their name, complained that I 
was too tall for her yearlings. So I got demoted to the gate, across the road and my buddy, who 
was with me, Barry Berkowitz, was his name believe it or not. And that’s right around the time of 
Son of Sam, too. He was a little rider for Jimmy. He got the job. That’s when Cortez did that one 
print of Bunker Hunt, Mrs. Gerry, all the big-time owners. The ringman is in it, too. That was my 
job until about three hours before. But that night I’m at the back gate.

“I had those kind of experiences up here and they were great. 
“The parking lot sales, Barry and me, when those horses are jumping into the crowd, it’s so 

cold and we’re in a tent. It was a great time. Half these guys that are here now don’t even know 
those stories about me being here. Being the lead man. Give me a big name of who was running 
it back then.” 

We suggested Larry Ensor. No.
We suggested John Finney. Maybe.
How about Lee Watson? Longtime stable crew manager who loved being the boss. 
“Watson, he had a station wagon up here. He used to put us in the station wagon and drive 

us. He had cash. He’d put me in the front seat all the time and give me more than the other guys. 
Those are fun stories. I”ll always remember driving around in this station wagon that he had.”

WORTH REPEATING
“We always said, you could take Terence Collier, put a parachute on him and drop him out 
anywhere in the world and he would adapt to whatever environment he was in. And leave there 
with a friend.”

Fasig-Tipton’s Bayne Welker, about the longtime sales announcer

“I was the chartcaller at Bowie on the day Pino broke his career maiden in the last, on a 9-1 shot 
. . . Who knew?”

Reader Richard Witt, in response to our note  
about jockey Mario Pino closing in on 7,000 wins

“This is really starting to remind me of the good times. Like the early 2000s.”
Breeder John Mulholland after selling Hip 71, a daughter of Into Mischief, 
 for $940,000 during Monday night’s opening session of the Saratoga sale

“The only reason you bought that horse is so you can go to the buyer’s lounge.”
Tom Biederman after Fasig-Tipton President Boyd Browning Jr. 

 bid for a buyer over the phone midway through Monday’s sessionNew York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“In the old days, the grooms would 
stall and stall, waiting to be the last 
one to the paddock. Now, we’ve got 

to go over to the holding barn 
 six hours before we run.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
Tuesday night office visitor: “What time does 

 this paper have to be finished?”
The Special staff (all at once): “An hour ago.

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 

������� ������� ����� ����� ����� ������� 

 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Here&There...in Saratoga

Connie Bush
Follow the Leader. These three stuck together while walking on the horse path 
behind the Oklahoma training track.
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Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

The late, great Bernardini: sire of 23 Graded Stakes 
winners on dirt since 2015.

Only stallions standing for at least $175k have more.
Third-last crop selling now.

Heaven sent
Connie Bush

Morning, already? Promise Keeper was helping proof pages last night so let him 
sleep in for a bit.

WORTH REPEATING
“Wow, her camera’s not on running man.”

Sean Clancy, looking at a photo taken by The Special’s Mary Eddy Monday night

“I have a bit of a log jam in my car.”
Sean, with about 20 bundles of extra papers printed by accident Monday

“She can be a bit of a high-strung filly. When she first came in, we were just trying to figure out 
what made her happy and try to keep her as calm as possible and conserve her energy.”

Trainer Todd Pletcher about Con Lima 

“That’s a lot.”
The Special’s Joe Clancy, after doing the math that 

 Steve Dance had been to 54 of the 100 Saratoga sales 

“I started to read your Steve Dance piece and then decided I wanted to sit down and really read 
it. Really enjoy it.”

Trainer Todd Wyatt 

“I feel like I’m getting double teamed by The Special.”
John Fahey III as The Special’s Tom Law  

and Sean Clancy surrounded him Tuesday afternoon

“He did call last night and say, ‘I want you to know, I’m not there but there’s two I’m interested in.”
Fasig-Tipton’s Bayne Welker on D. Wayne Lukas,  

stabled at Ellis Park this summer and not on hand for the Saratoga sale

“You’re really killing it.”
Fasig-Tipton’s Max Hodge, opening Tom Law’s empty notepad 
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Sorry, Saratoga, you won’t see Mean Mary this 
year. The front-running turf mare nearly stole off 
with last year’s Diana Stakes, only to surrender (by 
a begrudged neck) to eventual Eclipse Award win-
ner Rushing Fall, and sports a perfect record in two 
starts this year as she continues to build a big fan 
following that includes a Fair Hill neighbor who 
builds signs in his yard.

“She definitely has a following, her antics, her 
running style, the name have caught people’s atten-
tion,” Motion said. “She’s a fun horse to watch. 
We haven’t really had a front-running filly or mare 
like that.”

Motion skipped the Diana this year and instead 
aims for Arlington Park’s Grade 1 Beverly D. in 
Chicago Saturday. The road trip is something of a 
theme for Motion’s top horses this month as others 
head to Woodbine Racecourse in Canada for major 
assignments.

“For us, it’s a big couple of weeks coming up,” 
he said. “We don’t have a huge group of those cal-
iber of horses right now so it’s nice to have some 
chances.”

The Saratoga lineup goes 10 or so deep, though 
the names and faces rotate from the home base at 
Fair Hill Training Center in Maryland. Motion 
walked his shedrow, and talked about a few big 
names back home, with The Special’s Joe Clancy 
Monday morning after training.

Mean Mary. She used to be mean. Now she’s just good. 
Alex Campbell Jr. homebred 5-year-old is one of the top turf 
fillies/mares in the country. She’s 2-for-2 this year after the 
Grade 3 Gallorette Stakes at Pimlico in May and the Grade 2 
New York at Belmont Park in June. The latter pushed her ca-
reer earnings beyond $1 million, with seven wins in 11 starts. 
Daughter of Scat Daddy and Campbell’s Grade 1 winner Kar-
lovy Vary aims for Saturday’s Grade 1 Beverly D instead of the 
Diana, though it had little to do with the trainer’s six seconds 
in the Saratoga race. 

“I’ve had such dirty beats in that race, but I know she doesn’t 
know that. Honestly, the Diana (1 1/8 miles) is a little shorter 
than her optimum distance. The mile-and-three-sixteenths  in 
the Beverly D. is better for her. It’s a race I’ve really wanted to 
win, too, and it’s not going to be there anymore (with the likely 
closure of Arlington). I’ve been trying to win the Diana too, 
which is the equivalent, but they’re both real bucket-list races 
for everybody. Anybody that’s got turf horses like we do wants 
to win the Beverly D. and the Diana.

“I really would like to try and win a Grade 1 with her, for 
the owners and for the horse. She deserves it. She’s Grade 1 

quality and she puts in Grade 1 efforts. That race she won this 
year at Belmont, the New York, is probably going to be a Grade 
1 next year if not the following year because it was a Grade 
1-caliber race. Obviously, Mr. Campbell is very fond of her and 
for the filly’s value it would be a game-changer for her to win 
a Grade 1. 

“She’s awesome. She worked unbelievably this week. She 
went seven-eighths, but went out the mile so we put the mile 
(1:36 on Fair Hill’s synthetic Tapeta surface) down for the 
breeze. She missed a breeze the week before. I had some 
sick horses and was concerned about everybody in the barn. 
I ended up, instead of doing two five-eighths/three-quarters 
breezes, I wanted to get one good breeze into her. I think we 
did that.”

Oyster Box. Gainesway Stable’s 3-year-old daughter of Tapit 
and graded stakes winner Starformer hasn’t run since May – a 
fourth in the Grade 3 Regret at Monmouth – but eyes a trip to 
Arlington with Mean Mary for the Pucker Up. “I thought about 
running her in the Saratoga Oaks (this past Sunday), but I just 
thought this was hopefully a little easier spot. Luis Saez (Sara-
toga’s leading jockey) is going to ride Mean Mary and will ride 
Oyster Box too.”

Caravel. The Pennsylvania-bred speedster, who won the 
Grade 3 Caress here July 24, moved to Motion’s care after 
breeder/owner/trainer Lizzie Merryman sold a majority interest 
to Bobby Flay. Gray daughter of Mizzen Mast stayed in Sarato-
ga after the win, her seventh in nine starts and third in a row, 

and aims for Woodbine’s Grade 1 Highlander in Canada Aug. 
22 in her first start for her new trainer. The goal is ultimately 
the Breeders’ Cup Sprint at Del Mar in November. “Lizzie and 
I talked about keeping her up here because she thought she 
would do well here and she has. She’s settled into a routine, 
she loves the round pen. She’s been great. I’ve tried not to 
change too much. I’ll breeze her this week. Lizzie’s kind of al-
ways done easy half-miles with her and we’ll stick to the plan. 
It’s three-quarters, against the boys and a Grade 1. I think it’s 
a logical race for her. I don’t really see the benefit of running 
back here in a listed race (the Smart And Fancy) against fillies. 
She’s kind of done that already. It’ll be a big test for her. I think 
6 furlongs is a good trip for her. It’s a good turf course. Irad 
(Ortiz) can ride her, which is huge.”

Dance Some Mo. Sam-Son Farm homebred could see Car-
avel at Woodbine as he’s a candidate for the Queen’s Plate, also 
Aug. 22. The 3-year-old son of Uncle Mo won a turf maiden 
at Churchill Downs in May and was beaten a nose in a Wood-
bine allowance July 16. The gelding represents something of 
a dynasty for Sam-Son, which is dispersing its stock after de-
cades in racing. His third dam Dancethruthedawn and fourth 
dam Dance Smartly won Canada’s signature race in 2001 and 
1991, respectively. “The allowance race was kind of a prep, 
and he just missed winning, so we’ll think about the Queen’s 
Plate with him. He’s a Sam-Son horse, the last Sam-Son horse 
I have. It would be cool if he was good enough.”

STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special! AUGUST 15 • 7 PM

AUGUST 16 • 12 PM 
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

With Graham Motion

Continued On Page 7 

Joe Labozzetta/NYRA Photo
Mean Mary exits a victory in the New York at Belmont Park. She heads to Arlington Park’s Beverly D. next.
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Blame Debbie. Another looking north of 
the border, the 4-year-old filly won Pimlico’s 
Searching Stakes in June and was fifth in Del-
aware Park’s Grade 3 Robert G. Dick Memorial 
July 10. Owned by Eclipse Thoroughbred Part-
ners, Michael Cloonan and Timothy Thornton, 
the daughter of Blame eyes Woodbine’s Dance 
Smartly on Queen’s Plate Day. “She’s run 
some nice races, held her own, won a Grade 
3 and done well. I was a little disappointed in 
her last race. Maybe she bounced a little bit 
because she ran huge at Pimlico. She has it 
in her to be very competitive in those races 
going long on the grass.”

Lisheen. The barn’s Saratoga winner holds 
down the first stall next to the tack room after 
winning a 1 3/8-mile turf maiden for own-
er Shamrock Farm July 16. Maryland-bred 
3-year-old daughter of Into Mischief returns 
in today’s seventh, a first-level allowance. “I 
think the mile-and-an-eighth is going to be a 
little short for her, but she’s proven her mettle 
up here.” 

Seduce. Another Into Mischief filly, this 
one a 2-year-old, finished third in her debut 
at Delaware and was fifth behind Microbiome 
here July 15. Motion entered the Stone Farm 
homebred on the turf Friday, but she’s on the 
also-eligible list in the fifth race. “I ran her up 
here on the dirt and she kind of got swallowed 
up. I really like this filly and I think she’ll run 
much better on the grass. I breezed her on the 
grass (a half-mile in :50.75 here), I thought 
she handled it well. She’s got to be better than 
she’s shown so far. She just got beat first time 
out, came up here and ran kind of middle of 
the pack. If she draws in, I’ll run her. I don’t 
mind the outside post. She’s got a shot.”

Cat’s Pajamas. Four-year-old daughter 
of Street Sense has been second in all three 
starts this year after winning twice in 2020 for 
breeder Jack Swain and Larkin Armstrong. 
Motion stretched her out to 1 3/8 miles on the 
turf here July 22 and she was beaten a neck 
when second to Lovely Lucky. “That was the 
first time we ran her over that trip, and she 
ran really well – got beat by a nice filly of Tom 
Albertrani’s. I hope they keep these mile-and-
three-eighths and mile-and-a-half races go-
ing. If not, I don’t know what happens. There’s 
nowhere to run them. There is an allowance 
race for her in the last book. She’ll run back 
in that.”

Single Soul. English-bred 3-year-old filly 
won at Belmont in June and was third here 
Aug. 6 on the turf for Mike Ryan, Jeff Drown 
and Team Hanley. Jockey Jose Ortiz jumped 
off after the race, and she was vanned off but 
Motion doesn’t see anything amiss. “She’s 
absolutely fine and will probably show up in 
a stake next time. That was only her second 
start this year, and only her fourth lifetime 
start so she’s got a right to improve.”

Bad To The Bones. Stone Farm homebred 
2-year-old finished third at Delaware July 5 
and came here looking for a win only to set-
tle for fifth going 5 1/2 furlongs on a sealed, 
muddy track. Son of Arrogate will miss time 
after surgery at Rood and Riddle in Saratoga. 
“This horse I love. I thought he was my best 
2-year-old. He got beat at Delaware and came 
up here with a race under his belt, and got a 
little chip in his ankle. It was very minor, a tiny 
flake. They say it will be only a month. He’s 
named after your man from Delaware, the Del-
aware Destroyers guy, George Thorogood.” To 
the uninitiated, Thorogood had a hit with “Bad 
to the Bone” in 1982.

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Continued On Page 8 

Tod Marks
Lisheen won July 16, and returns in today’s seventh race for Shamrock Farm.
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Chulainn. Newcal Stable’s homebred New York-bred 3-year-
old gelding won a state-bred $40,000 maiden claimer on the 
turf at Belmont in May and has made two open starter-allow-
ance races since – a second at Belmont in July and a fifth 
here Aug. 5. “He ran well here, wasn’t beaten that far (1 3/4 
lengths). He won for 40, so he’s got the starter races but he’s 
got some New York-bred options too.”

Piqua. Chestnut, ornery and sporting a sideways sneer where 
the left side of his lip extends like it was pinched in something 
long ago, 2-year-old colt finished third behind Dripping Gold 
going 1 1/16 miles on the turf in his debut here Aug. 7. Owned 
by Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners and Albert Frassetto, son of 
Speightstown tried to interrupt the interview, nibble on a note-
book and otherwise insert himself into the conversation even 
when it wasn’t about him. “He looks like he’s up to no good,” 
Motion’s stable agent Jane Buchanan said. Motion agreed. “I 
love this horse. I don’t know what happened to his nose. He’s 
such a character, cheeky little bugger. He ran a solid third. The 
winner was very impressive, and he loomed up there like he 
might be second and probably just got a little tired. It was pret-
ty encouraging.”

Great Britain. Owned in partnership by Eclipse and Stone 
Farm, 2-year-old son of English Channel and graded-stakes 
winning millionaire Rutherienne finished eighth in his debut 
going 1 1/16 miles on the turf here July 17. “He was a little bit 
unruly and I think he’ll improve next time. Christophe (Clem-
ent) trained the mare. She was tough. He’ll run back up here 
and should be better.”

Valid Point. A Grade 1 winner for Chad Brown and e Five 
Racing Throughbreds and Mike Ryan, 5-year-old son of Scat 
Daddy is on the comeback trail and in Motion’s barn after 
spending time at Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center. Hasn’t run 
since November, but opened career with three wins in 2019 – 
Gulfstream Park maiden, Belmont allowance and Arlington’s 
Grade 1 Secretariat Stakes. Motion targets the King Edward 
Stakes at Woodbine Aug. 15. “He came over a few weeks ago. 
Pretty exciting prospect to get.”

Avignon. Two-year-old Mastery filly is looking for a turf 
maiden race along with several others in the barn. Dam Star 
Silver is a half-sister to Grade 1 turf winner Winter Memories 
and Grade 3 turf winner La Cloche. “She was entered, but the 
race overfilled. It happens a lot here. Seduce is on the AEs in 
that race. She has some promise, it’s a nice grassy family.”

Sister Otoole. Eclipse’s 4-year-old filly handled 1 1/4 miles 
at Belmont, taking a first-level allowance after finishing second 
in a shorter spot at Churchill Downs. Motion is waiting on a 
two-other-than, but has Cat’s Pajamas for that condition too, 
and will at least consider a different path today. “She’s entered 
in a stakes against the boys at Delaware (the Cape Henlopen) 
going a mile-and-a-half. I would imagine she could show up 
here at the end of the meet in the allowance race too.”

Wootton Asset. French-bred 3-year-old owned by Madaket 
Stable won twice in France last year and has placed in three 
stakes – Laurel Futurity, Kent and most recently Pimlico’s Bald 
Eagle Derby July 24 – without winning since coming to the 
U.S.  “He could come up and run in the Better Talk Now (Aug. 
29). The race at Pimlico was a mile-and-a-half and now we 
could go back to a mile which seems a little crazy, but that’s 
a race for him. He could go in the Virginia Derby too. He’s a 
useful horse.”

War Fighter. Stone Farm’s 3-year-old is a full-brother to 
English Group 1 winner and sire Air Force Blue. Unraced, but 
looking for a spot and missed a little time. “He’s kind of ready 
to run, but I had a bug go through my barn and he was one 
of my horses that got sick. I wanted to come up here, grass 
horse. They had a really bad bug at Belmont and I don’t know 
if that’s where ours came from but it went around Fair Hill and 
it’s been really tough. Temperature, coughing, a lot of cough-
ing. He would have run up here, but now it’s possible he won’t 
make it. He’s back galloping, an interesting prospect. They took 
a lot of time with him.”

Figlio del Re. Fletcher and Carolyn Gray’s Irish-bred 
2-year-old colt is by Galileo out of I’m A Chatterbox. The dam 
won the Cotillion, Delaware Handicap and Spinster (and was 
disqualified from a win in the Coaching Club American Oaks 
here) while earning $2.3 million for the Grays and trainer Larry 
Jones. “He’s by Galileo, and that was a pretty serious mare. He 
could make Belmont, I’m thinking he’s probably going to be 
grass. I’ve breezed him on both and he goes well. He came to 
us quite late so we’re taking our time.”

Powerful Force. Purchased for $300,000 at Fasig-Tipton’s 
March 2-year-old sale in Florida, the Practical Joke colt races 
for Amo Racing USA – the American division of international 
soccer agent Kia Joorabchian’s English-based Amo Racing. 
Joorabchian jumped into racing and quickly built a stable that 
has won 18 races with 2-year-olds this year. English trainer 
Roger Varian suggested Motion for an American division and 
Amo bought two horses at sales this year. Bay colt finished 
sixth at Belmont in June and was fourth at Pimlico in July.  
“Jane and I bought a couple 2-year-olds with him this spring. 
A little different for us, but a nice chance to buy some quality 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 7

Continued On Page 9 
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ARCTIC STAKES  PRIORESS   QUEEN ELIZABETH II   SHADWELL TURF MILE   SPINAWAY    

SPINSTER  SWORD DANCER   TEST    UNITED NATIONS    
VANITY HANDICAP     WHITNEY HANDICAP WOOD MEMORIAL   A.G. VANDERBILT   ALI-
CIBIADES   ARLINGTON MILLION   AWESOME AGAIN   BELMONT  DERBY    BREEDERS’ 
CUP TURF     BREEDERS’ CUP CLASSIC  BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY AND MARE TURF  DELA-
WARE HANDICAP     DONN HANDICAP   DUBAI WORLD CUP      FLORIDA DERBY     FRI-

ZETTE   FOREGO   FRANK KILROE MILE   GARDEN CITY
GRAND NATIONAL  HURDLE  HASKELL INVITATIONAL  HOLLYWOOD TURF CUP    IR-

W i n n i n g  w h e n  i t  m a t t e r s .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses 

include 78 individual Grade 1 winners 
and the winners of  119 Grade 1 races.

Just some of the races they’ve won…

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

horses. He’s a colt we like a lot. We were go-
ing to run him this weekend going 7 furlongs in 
that maiden where Steve Asmussen broke the 
record, but he started coughing so I was wor-
ried about running him with all the sick horses 
we’ve had. I think he’s really going to appreci-
ate the seven-eighths. We could catch the sev-
en-eighths before the end of the meet, or we 
could run two turns if a race comes up.” 

Fire in the Hole. Three-year-old Declaration 
Of War filly owned and bred by Richard Golden 
won at Pimlico Aug. 7 and could show up at 
Saratoga on the turf. “She won pretty nicely and 
could come back up here and run in one of the 
longer races.”

Ziyad. English-bred 6-year-old gelding races 
for owners/breeders Wertheimer and Frere and 
is aiming for the John’s Call here Aug. 25. He’s 
made four starts for Motion, all in graded com-
pany. The son of Rock Of Gibraltar won a Group 
2 in France and placed in a Grade 1 in Canada. 
“He could have run early in the meet, but he got 
quite sick. Mostly it was the 2-year-olds, but he 
was one of the older horses who got it. He’ll 
have his first breeze since he got sick this week-
end. He’s been a little disappointing this year, 
but I ran him in some tough spots. This will be a 
better spot. It won’t be easy, but a better spot.”

Palamos. Andrew Stone’s 4-year-old filly 
by Blame out of stakes winner Qushchi – and 
therefore a full-sister to graded stakes winner 
Mrs. Sippy – third in a 1 1/4-mile maiden at Bel-
mont this spring. “We won the race with Single 
Soul, and she wasn’t beaten far. I’ve been trying 
to get her in a longer maiden up here. They keep 
bringing it back.”

Invincible Gal. Winless since breaking 
her maiden here last summer, 3-year-old filly 
has gotten close plenty of times with seconds 
in four stakes (including the Grade 3 Soaring 
Softly in May) for Ryan, Drown and Team Han-
ley. Fifth here July 31 in a tough trip allowance, 
she’s eyeing the Riskaverse Aug. 26. “That was 
a little disappointing the other day. I thought she 
would run well, but she didn’t have a great trip. 
It happens sometimes, especially here and on 
the turf.”

Under Control. Bred in Brazil, 13-year-old 
son of Northern Afleet made two starts at Sara-
toga in 2015 – winning the Lure Stakes and 
finishing sixth behind Ironicus in the Bernard 
Baruch – as part of a racing career that covered 
six years and 24 starts for Live Oak Plantation. 
Now he’s the stable pony, ferrying Motion or as-
sistant Alice Clapham to the track and settling 
arguments – quickly – with still-learning-the-
ropes racehorses.

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8
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BY TOM LAW
Brian Graves and the team at Gainesway didn’t 

beg to sell a bay colt by North America’s leading 
sire out of a Saratoga Grade 1 winner the first time 
he saw him. But he came close, and wasn’t ashamed 
a bit. 

“He was a physical standout when we saw him 
at the farm,” Graves said. “It was kind of like a 
horse where you just got down on your knees and 
say, ‘Please let it be me, let it be me,’ you know? 
We were just lucky that we got to lead him around 
here.”

Don Alberto Corp., the breeding and racing 
operation of the Solari family’s conglomerate Be-
thia Holdings, picked Gainesway to sell the colt by 

Into Mischief out of 2016 Test Stakes winner Paola 
Queen and all were rewarded Tuesday night during 
the second session of the 100th Fasig-Tipton Sara-
toga sale of selected yearlings.

The reward came in the form of the $2.6 mil-
lion paid by Coolmore for the colt, sold as Hip 168 
during a loaded final session of the Saratoga sale 
that produced strong results for total receipts, av-
erage price and median. The colt was one of three 
to bring seven figures Tuesday, giving the sale four 
overall.

Hip 168 figured to command top dollar as the 
Saratoga sale returned to its traditional spot on 

the calendar after being canceled last year because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Popular for presale 
shows at the Gainesway consignment all weekend, 
the colt passed all the tests from the moment he hit 
the sales grounds until he posed in the ring during 
an extended bidding duel that went in $50,000 
increments from $2 million until the drop of the 
hammer. 

“Quality horse, jumped through all the hoops, 
the diagnostics, the heart scans, the genetic test-
ing,” said Graves, Gainesway’s general manager. 
“He’s probably going to be a good one.”

M.V. Magnier, who signed the ticket, felt like 
the colt was already a good one and didn’t relent 

Fasig-Tipton
The sales-topper didn’t impress everyone on the sales grounds – but drew enough attention from bidders to reach $2.6 million.

Into Mischief colt sells for $2.6 million to top strong final session

SARATOGA SALE RECAP

No Trouble

Continued On Page 12 
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Buyer: OXO Equine
Breeder: Heaven Trees Farm
Consignor: Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales

$1,400,000 
$550,000
$500,000

etc.

$1,400,000

Electrified.
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during the bidding battle with South 
American bloodstock agent Fabricio 
Buffolo, the former executive direc-
tor of Don Alberto Corp. Bidding 
reached $1 million faster than any 
other yearling sold over the two days 
and by the time it hit $2 million it was 
down to the last two. 

Magnier, bidding in the back row 
inside the Humprey S. Finney Sales 
Pavilion seated with several Coolmore 
associates, lodged a bid at $2 mil-
lion before Buffolo counted with his 
$50,000. Magnier didn’t hesitate to 
hit $2.1 million and it went that way 
to the end, with a longer deliberation 

out back than inside the pavilion. 
When the bidding hit $2.6 million the 
pavilion fell quiet, auctioneer Tom 
Biederman said “I love an auction,” 
asked for another $50,000, heard “all 
done” from the speaker on the auc-
tion stand and dropped the hammer. 

Magnier, the son of Coolmore head 
John Magnier who greeted trainer 
Bob Baffert walking out of the pavil-
ion, called him the pick of the sale. 

“He’s a very nice horse,” Magni-
er said. “He’s the one everyone was 
talking about the last couple days. 
Very, very good sire and out of a very 
good racemare.”

A half-brother to the unraced 
Medaglia d’Oro colt Pass And Stow, 
an RNA for $100,000 at last year’s 

Sale –
 Continued from page 10

Fasig-Tipton
Hip 168 set $2.6 million on the boards, the highest Saratoga price since 2006.

Continued On Page 14 
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The Top Ten NY-Bred Money Earners of 2020
Previously Sold at Auction as Yearlings:

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

BUY NOW . . . BE READY!
•   MORE THAN 800 RESTRICTED RACES, 

     INCLUDING 60+ RESTRICTED STAKES

•   2YO’S RUN FOR NEARLY $3 MILLION 

     IN PURSES IN 16 STAKES

•   NY STALLION STAKES SERIES WORTH 

     $2.3 MILLION IN PURSES

•   NYRA PURSES REACH ALL-TIME HIGHS, 

     INCLUDING $85,000 NY-BRED MSW RACES

Average Sale Price: 

$87,700
Average Career Earnings:

$771,738
(EQUIBASE.COM career earnings through 7/4/21)

MAY, BELMONT PARK
$1+ MIL IN NYB PURSES

AMERICA’S RICHEST RACES
FOR STATE-SIRED 2YO’S

AUG. 27, SARATOGA
NYB STAKES WORTH $1.1+ MIL

OCTOBER, BELMONT PARK
NYB STAKES WORTH $1.2 MIL

Session I Fasig-Tipton Saratoga

Selected Yearlings:

NY-BREDS AVERAGE

$400,000
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Keeneland September yearling sale, 
the sale-topping colt hails from the 
family of multiple stakes winner 
Kadira and graded stakes winners 
Raw Gold and Point Ashley. And he’s 
the latest top prospect sired by Into 
Mischief, atop the 2021 North Amer-
ican sire list with more than $14.8 
million in progeny earnings. 

“He’s by the right sire,” Magnier 
said. “We’ll get him back to the farm 
and decide from there. He’ll stay in 
America.”

Graves joked that he wouldn’t say 
what he appraised the colt for on that 
first visit to Don Alberto’s farm in 
Lexington, and wasn’t sure he’d bring 
the $2.6 million to become the most 
expensive horse sold at Saratoga since 
a Storm Cat colt brought $2.8 million 
in 2006. But he never doubted the po-
tential. 

“The first time I saw him he had 
a beautiful neck and shoulder, ties in 
just beautifully, a big square ass and 
a walk that’s just, you see 2 percent 
of the horses that you sell in a year 

walk like that,” Graves said. “And 
they will continue to walk like that. 
They walk like that on the last walk 
the same as they did the first walk. He 
was cool and calm the whole sale and 
when you’re out of a Grade 1 winner 
and you’re by the world’s best stallion 
you’re supposed to have a chance to 
top the sale. 

“I wasn’t sure it would go that 
high. I don’t want to tell you what 
I appraised him for at the farm the 
first time, but maybe I was a bold one 
then, too, because we did get to sell 
the horse. We always liked him and 
it was gratifying to see them do so 
well.”

 The trio of seven-figure yearlings 
sparked a strong final session and 
overall results that came close to the 
pre-Covid-19 levels of 2019. 

Fasig-Tipton reported sales on 135 
of the 180 yearlings offered for a to-
tal of $55,155,000, fourth largest in 
the history of the sale and down less 
than 1 percent from 2019’s total of 
$55,547,000 for 135 sold. The sale’s 
average price came in over $400,000 
for the second straight Saratoga sale, 
$408,556 this year compared to the 

Sale –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Hip 139, a Tapit filly from Gainesway, sold for $800,000.Continued On Page 16 
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record $411,459 in 2019. The medi-
an price of $350,000 matched 2019’s 
record and RNA’s dropped less than 1 
point to 25 percent. 

“We felt the magic of Saratoga 
tonight,” said Boyd Browning Jr., 
Fasig-Tipton’s president and chief ex-
ecutive officer. “Whatever adjectives 
you want to use to describe – fantas-
tic, vibrant, energetic, dramatic – we 
all felt it tonight. You’ve heard me say 
it before and I’ll say it again, it all be-
gins with the quality of horses on the 
sales grounds. We were lucky to have 
an exceptional group of horses on the 
grounds this week. You could feel the 
buzz growing on the sales grounds. 
Just the way the horses fell we had a 
few more breakout horses tonight. 

The four seven-figure breakout 
yearlings – including Hip. 73, a colt 
by Uncle Mo who brought $1.6 mil-
lion Monday night – were joined by 
six that sold for $800,000 or more. 
Overall, 37 sold for $500,000 or 
more. 

“All in all, it was near record sale 

in every statistical evaluation. To 
accomplish that coming off of a dis-
ruption of 2020, it’s remarkable,” 
Browning said. “It takes the support 
of the buyers and it takes the support 
of the sellers. It starts with the sell-
ers. There’s no chicken and egg in the 
horse sales business, it all starts with 
consignors giving you the opportu-
nity to offer quality product. If you 
offer quality product the buyers will 
embrace what you’re trying to do. We 
were very fortunate to have a very, 
very strong catalog, with very good 
individuals we’ve worked hard to se-
lect and cultivate. I couldn’t be happi-
er right now. It’s a special place. If it 
wasn’t the sale of the century it was 
awfully close to a sale of the century. 

Dede McGehee always wanted to 
sell a million-dollar horse. Browning 
wanted to give her the chance. 

She’d come close, selling a horse 
for $800,000 a few years back, not 
to mention scaling the highest moun-
tain of the breeding world when a bay 
foal born at her Heaven Trees Farm in 
Lexington on a late January night in 
2006 grew up to be Rachel Alexan-
dra. But that elusive seven-figure sale 

Sale –
 Continued from page 14

Fasig-Tipton
Buyer M.V. Magnier (left) and Gainesway’s Brian Graves enjoyed a big night.Continued On Page 18 
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Didn’t get your yearling?
There are lots more opportunities knocking.
Just make sure you check  
out the Maryland-breds
Opportunities galore at Keeneland 
September and Mid-Atlantic Fall.
Be part of the Maryland success story.

A breeding program in a state that offers  
competitive purses, 30% breeder bonuses*,  
30% owner bonuses in all overnight races**,  
and year-round racing backed by state  
legislators creating pro-breeding and  
racing legislation, and supported by 
a continuing unprecedented  
cooperative agreement between the  
racetracks, horsemen and breeders. A healthy 
industry that just saw a 15% increase in purses!

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.
Learn more at MarylandThoroughbred.com

*on purses earned in all 
overnight races (1st thru 3rd) 
& run for additioanl premiums 
in some stakes.
**in all races (1st thru 3rd) on 
purses earned; stakes capped 
at $100,000. Maryland Million 
calculated separately.
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 Highest Rated
Turf Horse in

the USA 2021

DOMESTIC SPENDING
purchased by Klaravich Stables
from Highclere Stud 
for 300,000 gns
additional Gr. 1 winners inc:
AUNT PEARL, CAMPANELLE, 
DIGITAL AGE, 
NEWSPAPEROFRECORD

Europe’s Unrivalled Source of 

US GRADED STAKES WINNERS

TAT T E R S A L L S  O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E ,  B O O K  1

O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E 
Book 1 October 5 – 7

featuring the £20,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus 
 

Lincoln Collins T: +1 859 339 3301    l.collins@tattersalls.com   www.tattersalls.com 

Tod Marks
Larry Best (right) scopes out Hip 132 on the sales grounds this week. The owner bought Rachel Alexandra’s half-brother for $1.4 million.

still lived – not obsessively or rent free 
mind you – in her mind. 

“Just to see what it feels like,” Mc-
Gehee said Tuesday night outside the 
Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales consignment, away 
from the buzz of the pavilion, back ring 
and Man o’ War Bar. 

A few minutes earlier McGehee did 
just that, selling Hip 132, a half-brother 
to Rachel Alexandra by first-crop sire 
Bolt d’Oro, for $1.4 million. Larry Best, 
bidding from just inside the East Ave-
nue entrance to the pavilion behind the 
seats, and about 20 yards from where 
McGehee sat with Hill ‘n’ Dale’s John 
Sikura, signed for the colt in the name 
of his OXO Equine. 

“Can I catch my breath?” a teary 
eyed McGehee asked the media.

Best didn’t need to catch his and said 
the colt out of the 20-year-old Roar 
mare Lotta Kim was his pick of the sale. 

“Special horse. Special opportunity, 
obviously no guarantees but the horse 
is beautiful,” he said. “Look at the 

Sale –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 20 
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PLAY LIKE
THE PROS

Visit us at

today to claim your FREE WEEK!

EquinEdge.com

No credit card or commitment required.

page, with Rachel Alexandra on it, that helps. 
Frankly it’s 90 percent physical. However, 
I love Medaglia d’Oros, and Bolt d’Oro is 
close, the page looked good and he was clear-
ly the standout in the sale. People may pay 
more for a horse but this horse was the best.”

McGehee, who bred Rachel Alexandra and 
stakes-placed Dolphus and Wooderson out of 
the mare she still owns, went back to the Hill 
‘n’ Dale consignment not long after finishing 
up an interview with the media scrum and 
still couldn’t believe the moment. 

“You’ve got to have the right one,” McGe-
hee said. “The bidding was a blurr. It stalled 
at $800,000, but we set the reserve well. I 
didn’t think it was going to be a problem but 
you never know. I listened to them, they told 
me and I listened and we got there.”

Conceding she’s not much of a partier – 
like many of the revelers who turned out for 
the two days of selling – McGehee said she 
planned to celebrate with some fishing on 
Saratoga Lake this week before heading back 
to Lexington. Perhaps out on the water it will 
sink in.

“I’ll have to let you know,” she said. 

Sale –
 Continued from page 18

Continued On Page 22 
Fasig-Tipton

Buyer Larry Best and breeder Dede McGehee share a moment with Hip 132.
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A  N E W  L E V E L  O F  R A C I N G 
DECEMBER 3, 2021 –MAY 8, 2022

1-800-OAKLAWN • OAKLAWN.COM
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For more information please contact: 
Oaklawn Racing Office
racing@oaklawn.com 

501-363-4300

Live Racing Returns 
December 3

$1.25 Million Arkansas Derby on April 2
2 Year-Old Racing in December

Allowance Races Start at $100,000
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This is a gorgeous working farm with a training track 
less than 30 minutes from Keeneland. The farm sports 
69 lovely stalls in 3 barns, a lovely 2,650 square foot 

manager’s house, covered round pen, dirt training 
track, turf gallop, and 10 paddocks. The 97 acres 

has gently rolling fields and beautiful vistas with a 
few stately trees. The property has 20 platted and 

recorded lots if you want to develop the farm in the 
future or get a large tax write off by donating the lots. 

$1,500,000

1366 Millersburg Road, Paris, KY 
The Grange is an 1812 Federal style brick home  
w/exceptional details, 14’ ceilings, original ash 

floors, 7 FRPL’s, detailed millwork & year-round 
sun porch spans the width of the home, plus 4-car 

GAR. A circa 1799 brick barn on 33 AC plus a 
springhouse, brick cabin w/kitch & BA are  

character points that put this home on the National 
Register of Historic Places. House has extensive 

updates including remodeled gourmet kitchen   
w/vaulted ceiling. Geothermal heating &  

cooling added to the home! The farm features level 
land w/a gentle roll, gorgeous old trees, paved & 

treelined driveway, and a great setting.  $1,290,000

487 Carrick Pike, Georgetown, KY 
A spectacular barn, on a prime horse property, and a great location! 

This small breeding operation was home to 7 grade 1 winners 
including Dortmund, Flower Alley, Dullahan, Hysterical Lady. The 
main barn features interior courtyard, shedrow w/huge windows, 34 

stalls, office, 3 apartments, hay storage, 2 wash stalls, & multiple feed 
rooms/tackrooms/storage areas. Next to main barn is a European style 

covered walker. The Stallion barn has 4 add stalls & another apartment. 
The main house features one floor living & is situated in the middle 

of the farm with 2 en-suite bedrooms. The farm also has a base for an 
outdoor ring, double fenced paddocks, automatic waters, a gorgeous 

building site overlooking a 
lake. All development rights 
are sold with the property.   

$2,995,000

4487 Louisville Rd, 
Salvisa, KY 

CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S FINEST HORSE FARMS
Hill & Regan Parker (859) 608-8039

www.LexHorseFarms.com
“Real Horse People helping Real Horse People”

Browning said the Bolt d’Oro colt and 
the Into Mischief colt both impressed on the 
farms during Fasig-Tipton’s late April inspec-
tions the Lexington area. 

“The Bolt d’Oro was a special horse,” he 
said. “The day we walked on the farm my 
mouth fell open. We told Dede McGehee, 
‘This is a remarkable horse.’ The guys on my 
team were giving me a wink and a nod, kind 
of like, ‘Go after him right now.’ ”

Fasig-Tipton landed that colt – the first 
time McGehee offered one of Lotta Kim’s 
foals at a venue other than Keeneland – and 
the sale-topping Into Mischief colt. Brown-
ing and his team felt the same way Graves 
did hoping that Don Alberto would trust 
Gainesway to bring the colt to market. 

“When we saw him on the farm we were 
like, ‘This is a got-to-have horse,’ ” Brown-
ing said. “He was a majestic physical indi-
vidual. Even when he walked out of the stall 
you’re like, ‘dear god, please send him to 
Saratoga.’ He had the pedigree, he had the 
wow physical. We’ve known from Day 1 he 
had the opportunity to be a special horse. 
You don’t know in April how they’re going 
to finish and mature the next four months 

but he was a special horse.”
The third most expensive yearling of the 

night and the most expensive filly of the sale, 
Hip 160, a half-sister to Kentucky Derby 
winner Always Dreaming and Grade 1 win-
ner Hot Dixie Chick, sold just before the sale 
topper. Jeff Drown, bidding on the phone 
through Browning, purchased the Quali-
ty Road filly for $1 million in the name of 
his Kindred Stables, to just beat out Hip 61, 
a daughter of Tapit that sold Monday for 
$990,000. 

Bred by Mike Ryan’s and the late Gerry 
Dilger’s Santa Rosa Partners and consigned 
by Shack Parish’s Indian Creek, the top filly 
is out of the Grade 3-winning In Excess mare 
Above Perfection. 

In addition to 2017 Kentucky Derby and 
Florida Derby winner Always Dream and 
2009 Spinaway winner Hot Dixie Chick, the 
dam of Grade 3 winner Pauline’s Pearl and 
stakes winner Union Jackson, Above Perfect 
is also the dam of Grade 2 winner Positive 
Spirit. 

“We’re very, very pleased with the result,” 
said Indian Creek’s Sarah Sutherland. “Any-
time you have a filly of this caliber where 
everything lines up – she has the looks, the 
pedigree, the mind – everything is where it 
needs to be. Tonight feels fantastic. We’ve 
had a couple go through already and right off 
the bat a horse sold really well for us.”

Sale –
 Continued from page 20

Fasig-Tipton
Hip 160, the highest-priced filly, brought $1 million.



23Wednesday, august 11, 2021 the saratoga special

Investing in the present 
to raise the future.

Brown Advisory is proud to support the racing community—
the livelihood of so many depends on its growth and future.

WWW.BROWNADVISORY.COM
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2021 Sales-Toppers
The top 15 prices at the 2021 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling sale

Hip Sex Pedigree Consignor Buyer Price
168.... C........ Into Mischief-Paola Queen ...........Gainesway, Agent .....................MV Magnier ......................................$2,600,000
73...... C........ Uncle Mo-Dame Dorothy ..............Stone Farm, Agent ...................West Bloodstock, Agent  .....................1,600,000
    for Robert and Lawana Low
132.... C........ Bolt d’Oro-Lotta Kim ....................Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales, Agent ..........OXO Equine ........................................1,400,000
160.... F ........ Quality Road-Above Perfection .....Indian Creek, Agent ..................Kindred Stables ..................................1,000,000
61...... F ........ Tapit-Checkupfromzneckup ..........Denali Stud, Agent ...................West Point Thoroughbreds, ...................990,000
    Scarlet Oak Racing, NBS Stable
71...... F ........ Into Mischief-Curlina ....................Mulholland Springs, Agent ......Christina Jelm for David Wilson ............940,000
76...... C........ Gun Runner-Dayfa ........................Denali Stud, Agent ...................Maverick Racing ....................................850,000
45...... C........ Justify-Bar Of Gold .......................Sequel NY, Agent  ....................Travis Durr, agent for David Hudson ......825,000
   for Chester and Mary Broman
139.... F ........ Tapit-Madame Stripes ..................Gainesway, Agent .....................Mayberry Farm ......................................800,000
114.... C........ Quality Road-Hung The Moon ......Taylor Made Sales, Agent .........Maverick Racing ....................................800,000
184.... F ........ War Front-Sassifaction .................Bedouin Bloodstock, Agent ......Live Oak Plantation ................................775,000
209.... C........ City Of Light-Swingit ....................Denali Stud, Agent for  .............OXO Equine ...........................................725,000
   Bayne and Chris Welker
111.... C........ Quality Road-Harmonize ...............Brookdale Sales, Agent ............West Point & Woodford Racing .............700,000
102.... F ........ American Pharoah-Funfair ............Paramount Sales, Agent ..........Red Bud .................................................700,000
82...... F ........ Uncle Mo-Dreaming Of You ..........Denali Stud, Agent ...................Carlos Martin, agt for Blue Devil ............700,000

Sales Report
Date Sold Total Average Not Sold  Median
Aug. 9 70 $25,280,000 $361,143 26 $300,000
Aug. 10 65 $29,875,000 $459,615 19 $400,000
Total 135 $55,155,000 $408,556 45 $350,000

Fasig-Tipton
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365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R
Racing Season In Saratoga!

C A T E R I N G S A R A T O G A ’ S  F A R M  T O  T A B L E  S T E A K H O U S E

SALT CHAR
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Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, Maryland  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

Top 15 First Crop Sire
$5,000 LFSN

Owned by Gainesway Farm,  
Lael Stables, Country Life Farm

Top 20 Second Crop Sire
$4,000 LFSN

Owned by Country Life Farm,  
Cherry Valley Farm, Adele Dilschneider

MoslerMosler
War Front – Gold Vault, by Arch

Divining RodDivining Rod
Tapit-Precious Kitten, by Catienus

A BRAND MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR HORSEMEN, RUN BY HORSEMEN

 WEBSITE MANAGEMENT |  CONTENT CREATION |  PHOTOGRAPHY |  RESEARCH |  SOCIAL MEDIA

M E L I S S A  B AU E R - H E R Z O G    3 6 0 . 9 2 1 . 8 7 5 4    M E L I S S A @ P Y R O I S M E D I A .C O M

WWW.PYROISMEDIA .COM

Award-winning  
sourdough pizza and  

full menu of fun  
healthy meals.

Fun || Farm || Food
Local beer & wine

✥  ✥

Breakfast, lunch, and  
dinner seven days

✥ ✥  ✥

Healthy grab-and-go options  
always available

www.pizzadelivery.farm

Presented by:

64 Excelsior Avenue 
Saratoga Springs

Plenty of parking 

Tuesday Night’s  

“DEADLINE DINNER” 

Presented by:

Friday Night’s  

“DEADLINE DINNER” 
presented by 

BEER IS BACK ON  
THE TABLE!

86 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS
HENRYSTREETTAPROOM.COM

CASUAL EATS  
& DRINKS

84 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS
FLATBREAD.SOCIAL
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YEARLING BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can contribute to the NTRA’s ¼% Check-off Program 
when purchasing from our sale company partners below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50 for every $1,000 of a yearling’s sale price and 
helps fund the NTRA’s federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US  
HELP HORSE 

RACING  
IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more  
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

SECURING A FUTURE FOR OUR HORSES. 
SECURING A FUTURE FOR OUR INDUSTRY.

www.thoroughbredaftercare.org | (859) 224-2756

ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

You could do worse, a lot worse, than buying a Kentucky Oaks winner at a public 
auction. But what if you also got a career-changing client and the producer of two 
Grade 1 winners in the mix too. Stewart managed all that with Lemons Forever, a 
$140,000 purchase from Taylor Made Sales.

“We probably had about five horses on the list. I was there with Mr. (Willis) Horton and I 
was partnering with him. We bought one filly, I think for a hundred. We had some money 
left and we got outbid on a couple. We were going through our book and I said, ‘This Lemon 
Drop Kid filly, she’s pretty nice.’ It was the rotation of things, we missed a couple, we bought 
one and she was in the next group. We went back and looked at her, still liked her and got 
lucky and bought her. 

“If we’d have bought one of those other ones, it wouldn’t have worked out how it did. She 
won the Oaks (in 2006), Chuck Fipke bought her in November (2007), and then I started 
training for him and we had (Grade 1 winner) Unbridled Forever and (champion) Forever 
Unbridled out of her. Buying horses is a luck thing sometimes.”

LEMONS FOREVER, 2004. Buyer Dallas Stewart

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 4
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For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

Paramount Sales etc….

A Dozen of the Best...
For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

paramount@paramountsales.net

OSCAR PERFORMANCEWhy?

$15,000 LFSN    Contact: Kim Poulin . 859.231.0606 . kpoulin@millridge.com

“His talent and potential is real.
He is a horse we believe in!”

—    Team Amerman
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FIRST YEARLINGS ON OFFER: 

SARATOGA | HIPS 27, 133
N.Y. BRED | HIPS 400,  469,  544

BY TOM LAW
The idea seemed simple enough. 
Probably pondered aloud after a 

couple post-deadline late-night IPAs 
in our office next to Fasig-Tipton and 
across from the Oklahoma Training 
Track. 

“Who do you think has been to the 
most Saratoga Sales?”

“We should be able to find that out. 
Someone from Fasig should know.”

The original plan targeted Boyd 
Browning Jr. as our first stop. 

He’s not the oldest but he’s pres-
ident and chief executive officer of 
Fasig-Tipton Co. and probably comes 
in contact with more people than any-
body on the grounds from day to day. 
That plan went awry when the crush 

of the Hall of Fame induction molded 
into Whitney Weekend and molded 
into Sales Week. 

We still combed the barn area Sat-
urday, Sunday, Monday and Tuesday 
trying to find the answer to a few 
questions: who’s been here the lon-
gest, have you been here the longest, 
when did you come for the first time 
and what do you remember about 
your first Saratoga sale. 

We got a lot of answers, some 
about the questions, others about 
other Saratoga-related topics. All in 
great fun, reflective of our summer-
time oasis. 

We came up with a sampling.

Fasig-Tipton
Spot anyone who may be a Saratoga sales veteran?

On a mission
The Special sets out to answer 
some historic sales questions

Continued On Page 29 
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Boots on the ground & eyes on yearlings.
We’ll find you a racehorse.

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds  in training sales 
Yearling to 2-year-old prep

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country

To
d M

ar
ks

Francis Vanlangendonck,  
Summerfield Sales

“Barbara and I had our first date 
up here. I’d been coming up here sev-
eral years prior to that. My first trip 
to Saratoga would have to be 1978, 
working for Rosalie Plantation. Year-
lings by Alibi, Jacinto, stuff like that. 
I used to remember their names. 
Anyway, we pulled the van up there 
(points to Madison Avenue) at 2 in the 
morning, unloaded them and when I 
got out you could blow smoke. It was 
cold. I didn’t know it could get that 
cold anywhere in the world in August. 
I’m from Louisiana, it doesn’t get that 
cold. We slept in Stall 7 right there in 
Barn 3, they had two bunk beds in 
there when there were bunkhouses in 
the barns. Showered over there in that 
other barn. That was my first trip, a 
long time ago.”

Reiley McDonald, Eaton Sales
“Last year was the first year I 

missed, and 1978 was my first. For-
ty two years. All Keswick, Newstead, 
Nydrie, all those guys are gone. Mere-
worth. I hate to say I’m pretty close 
among the active ones. Francis may-
be. John Stuart didn’t come back. 

Steve Dance, it’s funny, I saw him 
two days before he died when I was 
at Fasig-Tipton (in Timonium). Odd-
ly enough, we both took a little time 
and I’m glad we did it. 

“I remember coming. I was work-
ing on the racetrack, summers and 
winters, and Laddie Dance asked if I 
wanted to work at his farm (Taylor’s 
Purchase Farm) for the summer. I 
thought about it, took a job with him 
and came up. We were right over there 
where Taylor Made was. We brought 
two horses, a Blade colt we sold for 
$90,000 and a Hoist The Flag colt. 

“Henryk de Kwiatkowski was go-
ing to buy the Hoist The Flag colt 
but instead his wife convinced him 
to buy another horse who was in the 
sale that night and in the stall next to 
me called Danzig. Danzig is standing 
there with two golf ball size splints on 
him, so there is Mrs. de Kwiatkowski 
kissing on Danzig the next morning 
after they bought him and I thought, 
well, they’re off. Charlie Whitting-
ham bought the Hoist The Flag colt 
for $550,000, which was huge at the 
time. That was my start to Saratoga. 

“I met John Finney at that point 
and later he offered me a job as his as-
sistant. I ended up going to work for 
Fasig the next year after I graduated 
from Cornell.

“Laddie, he would always take out 

History –
 Continued from page 28

Tod Marks
Consignor Reiley McDonald went to his first Saratoga sale in 1978.

Continued On Page 30 
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Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races
West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414 
www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709
Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.
Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

right out of the gate!
EXCITEMENT

at

the back page of the Daily Racing Form. That’s all 
anybody ever read. He put this ad in, here’s the ad, 
it says “Two distinctive colts selling at Saratoga, 
they will be proud to show you these outstanding 
yearlings.” And it’s pictures of us. The funny part 
was everywhere we went everyone is laughing their 
butts off. They’re going ‘hey, nice ad,’ but they 
loved the ad.”

Paul Randall, on the  
crew at Bluewater Sales. 

“1973. I was on the track with Henry Clark. 
Trained for Christiana Stables. Mr. Maloney had 
all the really good horses, Mr. Clark had the sec-
ond stringers and would bring a few up every year. 
Been coming through the ’70s and ’80s. In the ’80s 
I’d come with Don Litz from Maryland. Actually 
wound up here from ’84 to ’87 with L. Clay Camp, 
when they had the grass walking ring out back. 
Wooden shack bar over there, the Spuyten Dyvil 
and Camp’s barn was right behind it. We used to 
come through there, had some tables sitting there. 
I’ve been with Meg Levy (owner of Bluewater) for 
the better part of 20 years. I’ve seen a bunch here 
in my day. Used to be able to rent a room in any of 
these houses on Caroline Street for $25 a day. Not 
even close now. Now it’s $400 a night.”

Boyd Browning Jr., Fasig-Tipton.
“Gordie Keys has to be a candidate. He just 

came in this week, he’s 88. A lot of guys are no 
longer with us. Hy Petter maybe. What about Mike 
Levy? They’ve got to be alive to win.”

Now is probably a good time to mention that 
there is no prize, other than notoriety.

Mike Levy, Bluewater Sales
“I first came maybe 38 years ago. I tell you who 

it probably is, he’s been in Saratoga but maybe not 
at the sales. What about John Fisher? I saw him the 
other day. Here’s a good name, too. Jack Oxley.”

John Phillips, Darby Dan Farm. 
“I can tell you the first time I came to Saratoga. 

It was to watch Darby Creek Road run against Al-
ydar and Affirmed in the Hopeful and he got toast-
ed. We sat down with grandmother in her house 
and she had these little finger bowls. I’m used to 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. He got toasted. 
Darby Creek Road had the track record for 7 fur-
longs here, for a long time. 1:20 and change. Those 
horses came back in the Belmont. That’s a great 
trivia question, who was third in Affirmed and Al-
ydar’s Belmont? I think it was Darby Creek Road.

“Selling hasn’t been all that long, probably mid 
’90s. Who was the guy, a theatrical guy, a fixture 
here. Bert Linder. I remember him and Clay Camp, 
Marshall Jenney. The Van Cliefs. I went to their 
farm once, some of the most beautiful farms. The 
commercial market changed, and there was a time 
and I just caught the end of it. There was a time 
when you could say, ‘This is a Hickory Tree, this 
is a Rokeby, this is a Calumet.’ You could identi-
fy farms with pedigrees. There’s very few left. You 
could say the same thing about Maria Niarchos. 
Phippses. Sam-Son.”

History –
 Continued from page 29

Tod Marks
Craig Bandoroff (right) has been coming to the Saratoga sale 
since the 1970s. We’re not sure about Ian Wilkes.

Continued On Page 31 
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Essential Quality
G1 Belmont Stakes

QUALITY RESULTS

Niall Brennan Stables 
Success is no accident!

www.niallbrennan.com

Search Results
G1 Acorn Stakes

Cowboy Up

Come see us 
at Barn 3

Graduates include:
Senbei – Debut winner at Saratoga 2021.

Henley’s Joy – Millionaire. 

Our Braintrust – Tremont winner. 

Malagacy – Grade 2 Rebel winner. 

Brooklyn Strong – Grade 2 Remsen winner. 

South Bend – Stakes winner of $478,069. 

Craig Bandoroff, Denali Stud. 
“Probably like 1978, ’77. I was a 

groom for Lee Eaton and you know 
who else was with me? Brooke Roys-
ter. I have the worst memory in the 
world but I had a Raise A Native filly. 
We were working on the back facing 
East Avenue. At that time we stayed 
in the bunk rooms. I remember that 
Raise A Native filly. 

“That’s when horses brought a lot 
of money. My other favorite Saratoga 
story, I don’t know what year it was. 
Terence (Collier) was in the stand and 
it was in the days when Darley and 
Coolmore went head-to-head. They 
bring this colt in the ring and every-
body in the place knows it’s the two 
of them. He’s at $2 million, $3 mil-
lion, and they’re battling it out. 

“It’s going on for a while. It starts 
to slow down and there’s this pause. 
Terence says, ‘Gentlemen, we all 
know the colors of the silks will be 
blue, we just don’t know what shade.’ 
Just in case there was any teensy, 

weensy bit of doubt on their minds. I 
sat there and said, ‘Oh, my, God.’ He 
was the best announcer of anybody. It 
was unbelievable. He had the knack. 
John Ferguson was upstairs and in 
those days the Coolmore team would 
sit in the back row, so they couldn’t 
see each other. Of course they knew 
they were bidding against each oth-
er.”

Terence Collier, Fasig-Tipton.
“I joined Fasig Tipton in the winter 

of ’76, my first time with them was 
August 1977. It was literally the or-
gan that kept Fasig-Tipton alive. It 
was nirvana. My colleagues in the of-
fice were Ric Waldman and Michael 
Taylor. We were the three young 
bloods. 

“John Finney and Larry Ensor 
were at the zenith, in age, power and 
position in the horse business. To see 
all those incredible farms and con-
signors, to know what they had done 
at Saratoga and for Saratoga, to actu-
ally meet them in that environment, it 
was beyond description for a young 
guy that was beginning to make his 
way in the horse business.”

History –
 Continued from page 30
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BY IV HENDRIX
Millionaire. Stakes winner. Warhorse. Stable 

pony?
Mr. Buff walked through the quarter pole gap 

and onto the Saratoga main Tuesday morning with 
an effervescent 2-year-old filly by his right shoulder. 
Sure, most trainers keep a quiet older horse around 
to settle anxious youngsters. But Mr. Buff isn’t John 
Kimmel’s stable pony – he’s the most successful 
horse in Kimmel’s stable.

“When we bring young horses into this track, 
the babies, we use him almost like a pony. He can 
go next to them and bump them around and show 
them exactly what they’re supposed to be doing,” 
said Kimmel, leaning against his golf cart. “He can Tod Marks

Mr. Buff tries to win the Evan Shipman for the second time. 

Big Horse
Mr. Buff seeks 18th 
win in NY-bred test

EVAN SHIPMAN STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 33 
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Home of the 
NO-EXPENSE Claim

Th oroughbred Racing Partnerships

Race Horse Ownership off ers so much 
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

show the 2-year-olds that want to 
act up, ‘This is how we do it, Sonny 
Boy.’”

Mr. Buff is more than a sage influ-
ence for Kimmel’s young stock – he’s 
the equine version of a tenured pro-
fessor. 

With 17 wins from 46 starts, in-
cluding 11 stakes wins, the 7-year-old 
gelding enters today’s Evan Shipman 
Handicap (the third race) as the 7-5 
morning line favorite. 

Top New York breeders Chester 
and Mary Broman sent their home-
bred son of Friend Or Foe, also bred 
by the Bromans and trained by Kim-
mel, to Kimmel in 2016. While Mr. 
Buff showed ability as a 2-year-old, 
breaking his maiden in his second 
start – his only win from five starts 
that year – Kimmel pressed forward 
at a moderate pace to give the gelding 
time to mature.

“He was so big they had to cut him 
as a yearling,” Kimmel said. “He was 
a big awkward horse. As he started to 

get older, he kind of grew into that big 
frame, but he’s still about the biggest 
horse I’ve ever been around.”

Mr. Buff began to show consis-
tency as a 3-year-old, with top-three 
finishes in five of six starts that year, 
including two allowance wins. But 
foot problems required more time 
between races. Still, Kimmel knew it 
might take more time for a horse of 
Mr. Buff’s size to reach his potential.  

“He’s always had a problem los-
ing shoes in races,” Kimmel said. 
“There’ve been a couple of those rac-
es he ran in that I think, had he not 
lost a shoe, he might’ve run a little 
better and not gotten beat. So we’ve 
switched over to a glue-on shoes for 
the last couple years. I think that’s 
helped him as far as not losing shoes 
out there.”

At the end of his 4-year-old cam-
paign, Mr. Buff began to shine. The 
rangy chestnut notched three wins in 
a row in November and December 
of 2018, which included the Alex M. 
Robb Stakes at Aqueduct Dec. 29. 
He kicked off his 5-year-old season 
less than a month later with a win in 

Shipman –
 Continued from page 32

Tod Marks
Unplaced in last year’s Whitney, Mr. Buff has yet to win a graded stakes but that does little 
to mar the New York-bred’s standout career.

Continued On Page 34 
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the Jazil Stakes Jan. 26 and scored four additional 
stakes wins, including the Evan Shipman, from nine 
starts in 2019.

While Grade 1 company wasn’t the right spot 
for Mr. Buff – he finished fifth in the Cigar Mile 
and Whitney in 2020 – he continued to dominate 
ungraded stakes ranks, adding three more to his re-
sume that year. 

This year, Mr. Buff started his 7-year-old season 
with his third consecutive win in the Jazil Jan. 23 
at Aqueduct. He followed with a win in the Stymie 
Stakes Feb. 27 and a third in the Grade 3 Westches-
ter May 1 at Belmont. He’s had time off since disap-
pointing over a muddy track in the Commentator 
Stakes May 31.

“I don’t know if he really cared for the off race-
track in his last race,” Kimmel said. “He’s a wise 
experienced horse and if there’s a track he’s not com-
fortable on, he’s going to protect himself. Hopefully 
we’ll get a track that he likes. He’s won over this 
track before and he’s won this race before.”

After two laps of the Saratoga main track, Mr. 
Buff and his student strolled down Woody’s Way to 
Kimmel’s backstretch enclave. Away from racetrack 
bustle, Kimmel’s string is bedded down in a court-
yard of barns along Union Avenue and nearly to the 
Yaddo Gardens. Potted plants, hanging baskets in 
full bloom and flowering vines make Kimmel’s set 
up feel more bucolic than backstretch.

Brothers Ray and Arturo Sanchez, Mr. Buff’s 
longtime caretakers, whisked the gelding away to 
the wash rack. He stood quietly, ears relaxed, lip 
loosely dripping.

“He’s a kind horse to work around. He doesn’t 
have a mean bone in his body,” Kimmel said. “Ev-
eryone is very fond of him and he’s also a real 
moocher for treats. If he sees somebody come 
down the shedrow that he thinks is going to give 
him treats, he sticks his head out and starts talking 
to you like, ‘You can’t go by my stall without giving 
me something.’

“He’s 7 years old, and you never know at what 

age they might stop performing to their upper lim-
its. But right now, he’s a nice sound horse and we 
just have to wait and see what happens out there 
on race day.”

Mr. Buff will face four others in today’s Evan 
Shipman Handicap, a 1 1/8-mile race for New York-
breds. Ten Strike Racing and Four Corners Racing 
will send out Sea Foam, who was claimed by train-
er Michelle Giangiulio from Christophe Clemente 
after winning at Saratoga July 30. The 6-year-old 
son of Medaglia d’Oro won his last stakes in the 
2018 Albany at Saratoga and placed sixth in the 
Commentator May 31 at Belmont.

Fresh off a win at Saratoga four days ago, Dan-
ny California steps into stakes company for Rudy 
Rodriguez and owners Michael Dubb and Karen 

Murphy. The 6-year-old son of Afleet Alex won the 
Miner’s Mark in September at Belmont.

Three Jokers will start for trainer John Terrano-
va and Gatsas Stable, R.A. Hill Stable and Swick 
Stable. The 4-year-old son of Twirling Candy comes 
off a month’s rest following a win July 9 at Bel-
mont. Thirty-eight start veteran Winston’s Chance 
goes to the post for trainer David Donk and owners 
Char-Allie Stable and Kathy Haers. The 8-year-old 
Roaring River gelding finished third to Mr. Buff in 
the Evan Shipman in 2019.

 “I hope he shows up,” Kimmel said of the favor-
ite. “Like usual – he likes to run forward in the race 
– we’re going to send him out. And if somebody’s 
intent on making the lead, they’re going to have to 
work hard for it.”

Shipman –
 Continued from page 33

Tod Marks
Danny California, a winner of his last four Saratoga starts, tries the Evan Shipman.
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Saratoga Product Spotlight!HAGYARD’S

Danielle Bricker
Thoroughbred Racing Specialist 
dbricker@hagyard.com
631.560.3755

Call Hagyard or your sales 
rep and mention promo code 
2021Saratoga

AUGUST 12TH –18TH

This Week Only! Buy 3 gallons of 
IronXCell, and get 1 gallon FREE! 

 And don’t forget, now thru August 31…
Save 15% on each case of RelyteHA! Plus save
10% on each order of Repair!
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BY IV HENDRIX
Wesley Ward jumped down from 

a horse outside his barn on the main 
track backstretch Tuesday morning.   
“I’ve broken a lot of my own (hors-
es) over the years,” the jockey turned 
trainer said. “I still get on them if they 
need a little this or that.”

Known for his raids on England’s 
famed Royal Ascot, Ward can get 
them ready to run on the turf in the 
United States too. He trained the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint 
winners Golden Pal in 2020 and Four 
Wheel Drive in 2019. Today, he sends 
out Into The Sunrise and Arrest Me 
Red (Ward-trained Fire Sword is en-

tered for the main track only) in the 
Mahony Stakes a 5 1/2-furlong test 
for 3-year-olds.

M Racing Group’s Into Mischief 
gelding Into The Sunrise had the win-
ter off after he disappointed in last 
year’s Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf 
Sprint Nov. 6. He made his 3-year-old 
debut April 24 with a fifth in the Wil-
liam Walker Stakes at Churchill. Into 
The Sunrise comes into the Mahony 
off wins in the Dade Park Dash July 
4 at Ellis Park, which followed an al- Chelsea Durand/NYRA Photo

Arrest Me Red looks to add a Saratoga stakes win to his record.

MAHONY STAKES PREVIEW

New barn, 
same goals

Ward trainee eyes breakthrough

Continued On Page 36 
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lowance win May 21 at Belmont. Irad 
Ortiz Jr. takes the call.

“He’s bringing a lot of confidence 
into the race,” Ward said of the bay 
colt, who posted a 4-furlong turf 
work in :48.74 Aug 6.

Lael Stable’s Arrest Me Red, a 
Pioneerof The Nile colt out of the 
Medaglia d’Oro mare Maraschino 
Red, will make his 3-year-old debut 
and first start for Ward after racing 
for Arnaud Delacour last year.

After breaking his maiden at first 
asking at Laurel Park in August 2020, 
the colt placed fifth in the Bourbon 
Stakes at Keeneland in October. A 
month later he earned black type, 
winning the Atlantic Beach Stakes 
Nov. 6 at Aqueduct. He finished his 
2-year-old season with a fifth on the 
dirt at Tampa.

“I was lucky enough that (the own-
ers) decided to give me a chance,” 
Ward said. “I’ve had this horse about 
a month and a half. We’re really ex-
cited about him – Johnny Velazquez 
has breezed him his last two works 

on the grass and he’s really excited to 
ride.”

The Ward duo faces six oth-
ers. Steve Asmussen sends out 5-2 
morning-line favorite Jaxon Trav-
eler. Owned by West Point Thor-
oughbreds and Marvin Delfiner, the 
Maryland-bred Munnings colt has 
never finished worse than third. After 
winning his first two starts, the colt 
notched his first stakes win in the 
Maryland Juvenile Futurity Dec. 5 at 
Laurel Park. He’ll go into today’s Ma-
hony fresh off a third in the Grade 3 
Quick Call behind Golden Pal.

Mike Trombetta sends out 9-2 
Sky’s Not Falling for Larry Johnson, 
R.D.M. Racing Stable and himself. 
With two wins from 11 starts, the 
Maryland-bred son of Seville out of 
the Sky Mesa mare Sky Copper goes 
into the Mahony off a second in the 
Meadow Stable Stakes July 19 at Co-
lonial Downs. 

The Distorted Humor colt Momos 
will run for trainer Christophe Clem-
ent and Ironhorse Racing Stable and 
Tami Bobo. 

After breaking his maiden in July 
2020 at Saratoga, the chestnut colt 
placed third in the Grade 2 Saratoga 
Special and finished seventh in the 

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf Sprint. 
He made his 3-year-old debut with a 
win May 31 at Monmouth, followed 
by a second July 11 in the My French-
man Stakes at Monmouth. 

Awesome Gerry, Rebel Posse and 
Fauci complete the field for train-
ers Saffie Joseph Jr., Jimmy Bond 
and Philip Antonacci, respectively.  

• • •
Saratoga turns the page to Week-

Five with the two Wednesday stakes 
plus plenty of other action through 
Sunday and into the New York-bred 
yearling sales at Fasig-Tipton Sunday 
and Monday nights.

Thursday, the Saratoga Dew 
Stakes showcases New York-bred fil-
lies and mares going 1 1/8 miles. The 
$100,000 stakes attracted Grade 1 
winner Simply Ravishing, who makes 
her second start of 2021 for trainer 
Kenny McPeek. 

She won a turf maiden race and 
the off-the-turf P.G. Johnson Stakes 
here last summer, and used that as a 
springboard to the Grade 1 score in 
Keeneland’s Alcibiades in October. 
Luis Saez rides the daughter of Lao-
ban as the 7-2 third choice on the 
morning line.

Faovritism in the Saratoga Dew 
goes to the in-form Mrs. Orb from 
trainer Mike Miceli. The 6-year-old 
daughter of Orb has won two of three 
this year including the Caesar’s Wish 
at Pimlico in July. Dylan Davis rides 
at 6-5 from the outside post in a field 
of five.

Five-year-old mare Espresso Shot 
could also play a role as the 5-2 sec-
ond choice. She’s won four stakes, 
including the Biogo’s Rose in March 
for trainer Jorge Abreu. Dancing Kiki 
and Maiden Beauty round out the 
field of five for the day’s third race.

On Friday, six tangle in the Tale Of 
The Cat Stakes for older horses at 6 
miles. Veteran Bon Raison goes out 
for Calumet Farm and trainer Jack 
Sisterson. The 11-time winner made 
his first start of 2021 at Belmont in 
July. My Boy Tate returns off a sec-
ond in the John Morrissey here July 
29 for trainer Michelle Nevin. John 
Morrissey winner Foolish Ghost 
breaks from the outside and will be 
tough to handle, again, off three wins 
this year. 

The week leads to Saturday, where 
turf horses shine in the Grade 1 
Fourstardave and 2-year-olds go in 
the Saratoga Special. 

Mahony –
 Continued from page 35



37Wednesday, august 11, 2021 the saratoga special

POCAHONTAS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division”  |  2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2021 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division”  |  2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (GIII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 2
$400,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 18
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles

SENECA OVERNIGHT STAKES

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$160,000 (includes $61,500 KTDF)
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 24
($0 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

2021 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule

SEPTEMBER 16 – OCTOBER 3

Ben Huffman Vice President of Racing, Racing Secretary (502) 638-3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com

Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: (502) 638-3806 • dan.bork@kyderby.com

BOURBON TRAIL

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
1 3/16 Mile

HARRODS CREEK

Runs Sat., Sept. 25
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 11
($200 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

LOUISVILLE THOROUGHBRED SOCIETY

Runs Sat., Sept. 18
$275,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 4
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

STARS OF TOMORROW I

2021 Fall Meet 
Stakes Schedule

OCTOBER 31 – NOVEMBER 28

DREAM SUPREME

Runs Sat., Nov. 13
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 30
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

CHILUKKI (GIII)

Runs Sat., Nov. 20
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 6
($200 nomination fee)
1 Mile

BET ON SUNSHINE

Runs Sat., Nov. 6
$300,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Three Years Old & Up

Closes Oct. 23
($200 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

FALLS CITY (GII)

Runs Thurs., Nov. 25
$500,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
1 1/8 Mile

CLARK (GI)
presented by Norton Healthcare

Runs Fri., Nov. 26
$750,000 (includes $100,000 KTDF)
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($300 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles

GOLDEN ROD (GII)
2022 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

LIVELY SHIVELY

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

FERN CREEK

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old & Up

Closes Nov. 13
($150 nomination fee)
6 1/2 Furlongs

STREET SENSE

Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

RAGS TO RICHES

Runs Sun., Oct. 31
$200,000 (includes $50,000 KTDF)
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Oct. 16
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

KENTUCKY JOCKEY CLUB (GII)
2022 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Nov. 27
$400,000 (includes $75,000 KTDF)
Two Year Olds

Closes Nov. 13
($200 nomination fee)
 1 1/16 Miles

STARS OF TOMORROW II
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Wednesday, August 11.

1ST (1:05PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Labarde .......................... T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Java Buzz ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... L. Rice .......................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Red Danger .................... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Snow Candy ................... J. Castellano .................... T. Morley .................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Castle Leoch .................. J. Rosario ........................ W. Ward ....................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Munny Bolt .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-2
7  ..... 7 ............Admiral Halsey ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 5-2
8  ..... MTO ......Wild Appeal .................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 9-2

2ND (1:41PM). $32,000, CLM $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Extra Effort ..................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Atras ........................ 2-1
2  ..... 2 ............Addilyn ........................... L. Saez ............................. P. Walder ...................... 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Left Leaning Lucy ........... J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ........................ 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Flower’s Fortune ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ J. Englehart .................. 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Effiemeister .................... D. Davis ........................... P. Reynolds ................ 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stunning Munnings ........ D. Cohen .......................... W. Potts ....................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bustin Bay ...................... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Mebs Web ...................... J. Samuel ........................ A. Avila ....................... 30-1

3RD (2:15PM). $100,000, STK - THE EVAN SHIPMAN, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Danny California ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Mr. Buff .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Kimmel ..................... 7-5
3  ..... 3 ............Sea Foam ....................... J. Rosario ........................ M. Giangiulio ................ 4-1
4  ..... 4 ............Three Jokers .................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Terranova II .............. 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Winston’s Chance .......... J. Lezcano ....................... D. Donk ........................ 6-1

4TH (2:49PM). $105,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Richies Great Girl ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rivelli ....................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Tass................................ E. Cancel .......................... C. Martin ...................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Strong Odor ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Maker .................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Gotta Go Mo ................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Kimmel ..................... 7-5
5  ..... MTO ......True Castle ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Giangiulio ................ 8-5
6  ..... 6 ............Secure Connection ......... J. Rosario ........................ C. McGaughey III ......... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tiple (IRE) ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... P. Serpe ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Too Sexy ........................ L. Saez ............................. C. Clement.................... 4-1

5TH (3:21PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tivoli Twirl ...................... J. Rosario ........................ J. Terranova II .............. 8-5
2  ..... 2 ............Anejo .............................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Sisterson ................ 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Kaden ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Blitz to Win ..................... J. Castellano .................... B. Tagg ......................... 6-5
5  ..... 5 ............My Brother Neil .............. L. Saez ............................. J. Toscano, Jr. ............ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lucky Brody ................... M. Franco ........................ O. Noda ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Reunion Tour ................. J. Samuel ........................ J. Ferraro .................... 50-1

6TH (3:55PM). $45,000, MCL $30,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Madame Rose ................ B. Hernandez ................... E. Jones ..................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Shining Colors ............... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Vazquez .................... 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Ms Penelopepitstop ....... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 8-5
4  ..... 4 ............Starship Dreams ............ J. Vargas, Jr. .................... J. Englehart .................. 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............Bonkers .......................... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker ...................... 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............My Sunny Valentine ....... D. Cohen .......................... J. Kimmel ................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Wildwood Flash .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Diodoro .................. 10-1
8  ..... 8 ............Adele Kat ........................ M. Franco ........................ J. Ryerson .................... 8-1

7TH (4:29PM). $103,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO, F , 1 1/8M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Miss Delicious ................ J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ........................ 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Magisterium (IRE) .......... L. Saez ............................. O. Noda ........................ 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lisheen .......................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Motion ..................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Earth Strike (IRE) ........... J. Rosario ........................ M. Casse ...................... 8-1
5  ..... MTO ......Misty Veil ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Amoss ...................... 2-1
6  ..... MTO ......Bayshore Foxes .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... P. Bauer ........................ 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Elle Est Forte .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ I. Wilkes ....................... 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Island Treasure............... J. Lezcano ....................... C. McGaughey III ....... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Community Adjusted ...... M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................. 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Jordan’s Leo .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
11..... 11 ..........Town Avenger ................ J. Castellano .................... B. Lynch ....................... 7-2
12..... 12 ..........Alydiva ........................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse .................... 10-1

8TH (5:05PM). $95,000, AOC $45,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Fight On Lucy ................. B. Hernandez ................... P. Kelly ....................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Betsy Blue ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Rice .......................... 9-5
3  ..... 3 ............Diva Banker .................... D. Davis ........................... R. Handal ..................... 3-1
4  ..... 4 ............Trinni Luck ..................... M. Franco ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............My Roxy Girl .................. J. Lezcano ....................... C. Baker ........................ 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............Honey Money ................. J. Ortiz ............................. W. Potts ....................... 4-1
7  ..... 7 ............Awillaway ....................... J. Samuel ........................ P. Chin ........................ 20-1

9TH (5:39PM). $120,000, STK - THE MAHONY, 3 YO, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Into the Sunrise ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 7-2
2  ..... 2 ............Fauci .............................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. P. Antonacci ............... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sky’s Not Falling ............. L. Saez ............................. M. Trombetta ................ 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Jaxon Traveler ................ J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-2
5  ..... MTO ......Fire Sword ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Awesome Gerry .............. T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............. 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Momos ........................... M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Arrest Me Red ................ J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 9-2
9  ..... 9 ............Rebel Posse ................... J. Lezcano ....................... H. Bond ...................... 15-1

10TH (6:13PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Feyderspiel ..................... B. Hernandez ................... B. Brown .................... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Spiritual King ................. D. Cohen .......................... J. Frangella, Jr. ........... 30-1
3  ..... 3 ............Straight Skinny .............. E. Cancel .......................... M. Hennig .................. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Clever Fellow .................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
5  ..... 5 ............Flintshire’s Rock ............. J. Lezcano ....................... R. Klesaris .................. 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Brew Pub ....................... T. Gaffalione ..................... W. Potts ..................... 15-1
7  ..... 7 ............Arrowheart ..................... D. Davis ........................... J. Kimmel ................... 20-1
8  ..... 8 ............Ghostmon ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Addicted to You .............. L. Rodriguez Castro ......... G. Sciacca .................. 30-1
10..... 10 ..........Viking Zim ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Englehart .................. 3-1
11..... 11 ..........Loulovestheriver ............ J. Samuel ........................ J. Ryerson .................. 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Cox’s Ledge .................... M. Franco ........................ J. Abreu ...................... 15-1
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RIVERDEE STABLE & CLANCY BLOODSTOCK

Sean Clancy  |   302-545-7713    
www.riverdeestable.com  sean@thisishorseracing.com 

X 
EONS  

Wins Buckland Stakes  
at Colonial Downs 

JEANIE B  
2nd Grade 2  

Royal North Stakes
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As if on cue, a small piece of straw 
fell out of Tom Bush’s hair and on 
to the left shoulder of his navy sport 
coat. 

A second earlier, the trainer had 
finished talking about the equine/hu-
man wrestling match that took place 
in Barn 14 on the Saratoga backside. 
Get Stormy, favorite for Saturday’s 
Fourstardave Stakes, pushed, prod-
ded, bashed and otherwise fought 
with Bush and Miguel Bravo for 15 
minutes while they tried to put on 
the horse’s bridle and tighten the fig-
ure-eight noseband. 

“We’re in the stall, he’s smashing us 

with his head and tossing us around,” 
Bush said. “Miguel is a pretty big 
kid and knows what he’s doing and 
I’ve been around a long time, but the 
horse is a gorilla in there. He’s great 
to gallop, like a puppy, but in the stall 
it’s ridiculous. I don’t know what to 
do about it.”

Probably nothing.
Sullimar Stable’s Get Stormy can 

do whatever he wants if he’s going to 
continue to pile up victories like Sat-
urday’s. The 4-year-old colt wired six 
others in the $250,000 Grade II hand-
icap – blazing through quick frac-
tions and finishing the 1 1/16 miles in 

1:39.09 (just .18 off the track record 
set by Fourstardave himself in 1991). 
Javier Castellano went along for the 
ride, which ended in a 1 1/4-length 
triumph over Public Speaker with Zi-
fzaf third.

The only anxious moment came at 
the start, when Get Stormy stumbled 
slightly. Breaking from the inside, 
he still led into the first turn and set 
up camp with a 1-length advantage. 
Bush brags about the horse’s turning 

ability, and Get Stormy hugged the 
rail through a first quarter in 23.65 
seconds. Followed by Pinckney Hill, 
Public Speaker and Zifzaf early, the 
winner hit the half-mile in 47.01 and 
6 furlongs in 1:10.05. The mile came 
in 1:33.13, but instead of bowing to 
the pressure, Get Stormy stormed off 
– extending his already long stride 
and winning with energy to spare.

Tod Marks
Get Stormy sails home in the 2010 Fourstardave after smacking trainer Tom Bush and team 
around in the barn.

Continued On Page 41 

The  aratoga

Saratoga’s Racing Newspaper since 2001

The Fourstardave is Saturday. Named for a legend, the turf race has had 
its share of memorable winners, especially during The Special’s 20 years. Dr. 
Kashnikow won the first one we covered, in 2001. Leroidesanimaux made for 
a fun headline in 2005 and gave trainer Bobby Frankel two in a row. Wise Dan 
was fun in 2012 and 2013.

And Get Stormy gave us a thrill in 2010 with his Clydesdale look, long 
stride and gutsy attitude. Nine years later,  his daughter won the race. 

August 2, 2010. Nice Weather. Get Stormy blazes to Grade 2 turf score. 
By Joe Clancy.
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“It was a decent pace, it was not 
slow at all but he does it so easy in the 
lead,” said Castellano. “You can see 
it in the replay with his ears – he puts 
them back and forth and waits for 
me. We went in 47 and he can do it. 
We went 1:33 and he’s still like that. 
Turning for home I asked him and he 
took off – very quick acceleration. It 
feels fast when you ask him, believe 
me. He’s that quick.”

Owner Mary Sullivan bred Get 
Stormy by sending the Kiri’s Clown 
mare Foolish Gal to Stormy Atlantic. 
She got a flashy bay with the mark-
ings of a Clydesdale but the quickness 
of a Quarter Horse. 

“When it was 47 (seconds), Tom 
and I were both saying that’s fast, 
that’s too fast,” Sullivan said. “That’s 
fast for any horse. Then when he had 
something left, I was really amazed. 
Javier came back and said he knew 
he had something left the whole 
way, that everything was under con-
trol. He could have given us a sig-
nal somewhere along the way that 
he was thinking like that – I would 
have breathed easier. He’s a wonder-
ful horse and Tom and his team do a 
great job with him.”

Like the owner, Bush gawked at 
the fractions and wondered if his 
horse was setting too fast a tempo. 

“He usually runs the first quarter 
pretty quickly, then turns off but he 
wasn’t turning off that well today and 
they weren’t letting him,” the trainer 
said. “When they straightened away 
down the backside, he wasn’t going 
into any kind of idle like you want 
him to.”

Not that it mattered. The barn’s 
budding star simply dominated – and 
prompted his trainer to recall a lanky 
2-year-old that walked into the Bel-
mont Park barn in 2008. 

“Look at this sucker,” Bush said 
when he first spied the Kentucky-bred. 
“I got him in May and he walked off 
the van with all that white on his 
face and his legs. He was real narrow 
and leggy – like spaghetti. He ran up 
here and was real rank and green and 
finished fourth. Then he had a little 
problem with his throat and I didn’t 
get him back until December, right 
before the turf closed, and he won at 
Aqueduct.”

Rested over the winter between his 
2- and 3-year-old seasons,he started 
twice in March at Tampa Bay Downs 
before coming back to Bush last 
spring. 

The horse has blossomed ever 
since – winning four in a row (in-
cluding two at Saratoga) to close 
2009. The streak went to five with a 
runaway score in Monmouth Park’s 
Elkwood this May, but ended with a 
fourth (Bush and Castellano blame 
soft turf) in Woodbine’s King Edward 

in late June.
“He really started 

to fill out and grow up 
last summer,” Bush said. 
“He’s a different beast 
now compared to what 
he was. I loved his ac-
tion in the lane today 
– he really went after it 
when Javier asked him 
to. He likes his turf short 
and fast, he’d probably 
be good in California. 
He just keeps answering 
questions.”

The questions will get 
tougher, as Bush men-
tioned the Breeders’ Cup 
Mile as the 2010 target. 
Get Stormy, who won a 

Grade III over the Churchill Downs 
turf course late last year, improved to 
7-for-15 lifetime (with six wins in his 
last seven tries) and pushed his career 
bankroll past $435,000.  

“He really, really has it, whatever 
that is,” Bush said. “When they’re 
this good you just hope you don’t 
mess it up. You do everything you can 
think of to make them happy.”

Including getting beat up in the 
stall now and then.

Best of –
 Continued from page 40

Tod Marks
Tom Bush and Get Stormy.
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Mark Casse
Classic Empire. The champ. A $475,000 buy at 

the 2015 Keeneland September yearling sale, son of 
Pioneerof The Nile went on to career that landed 
owner John Oxley and Casse an Eclipse Award for 
champion 2-year-old male, a Breeders’ Cup Juve-
nile victory, an oh-so-close effort in the Preakness, a 
troubled fourth in the Kentucky Derby and more is-
sues than a newsstand. At Saratoga, favored in the 
Whitney, he broke from the gate, made a right turn 
and lost jockey Irad Ortiz Jr. He won five of nine 
with a second and a third for $2,520,220. How he 
got there is worth the extra space. We let the tape 
recorder run on this one, too. 

“One of the most talented, most difficult horses 
to train. And probably one of my greatest accom-
plishments. From the beginning he always showed 
he was a little better than the rest. First time out, 
he won at Churchill Downs. We ran him in the 
Bashford Manor after that and he won it. Got left, 
stumbled a little bit, came flying and won. It was 
phenomenal. I was like, ‘This is a serious horse.’

“We get him up here. Irad and Jose were bat-
tling for the title, it was coming down to the end. 
I remember the two of them were sitting out there 
on the golf cart and Norman saying to Jose, ‘You 
better hope you don’t need to win the Hopeful be-
cause you have no shot.’ He and Irad came out of 
the gate, and I swear to you they used to have the 
reserve gate over there and he took a right-hand 
turn and went right over to it. I think it had some-
thing to do with seeing that gate. He saw things 
that other horses never see. My goodness. 

“After that we did all kinds of things, broke him 
from the gate and he went to Keeneland and won 
the Breeders’ Futurity. 

“Then came the Breeders’ Cup. A lot of people 
don’t know this. He was supposed to fly to Cali-
fornia on Monday, we were going five days before 
the Breeders’ Cup. Norman called me Friday and 

he couldn’t walk. It wasn’t exactly like a quarter 
crack. He had a big abscess bust out. I was wor-
ried, so we three-quartered him. I was worried he’d 
have a tough time walking to the plane. We tubbed 
him. Got him out there and of course he won the 
Breeders’ Cup. 

“That winter we get him down to Palm Mead-
ows and he started being really bad. Bad bad. Ev-
erybody was watching him, he’s the champion. 
A lot of sleepless nights. So I pulled the plug on 
Palm Meadows and brought him home to Ocala. 
My guy Martin, if it wasn’t for him I don’t know 
how we’d ever get him back. He had broke him and 
we kind of broke him again. Martin would gallop 
him every day. He weighs about 150 pounds. He’s 
worked for me forever. He’s galloping, going really 
good and we decide to breeze him. We get Gary 
Boulanger. He says, ‘no problem, I’ll breeze him.’ 
He’s supposed to breeze a half mile. When he gets 
to the three-quarter pole he planted Gary so freak-
ing hard. I thought it killed him. 

“You know the Bionic Man, on the introduction, 
when they show him running? There goes Mar-
tin. The Bionic Man. He gets back on him, comes 
around and I said, ‘hell with it, you’re going to 
breeze him.’ That son of a gun breezed five-eighths 
in 1:01 with him on him. I don’t think Secretariat 
could have done it. That was quite interesting. 

“Then to get him to work we’d have to break 
him from the gate. Sometimes Julien (Leparoux) 
would leave down south at 3 o’clock in the morn-
ing. Him and Norman would drive up together. 

“He won the Arkansas Derby off a long layoff. To 
me, if you had a top 10 training feats that one would 
have been up in there. I upset everybody and I still 
say he should have won the Kentucky Derby. He got 
wiped out at the start. There was a huge inside speed 
bias and he was the only horse that closed. 

“I was so frustrated after the Derby that I went 
to the Preakness and told everybody we’re going 
after Always Dreaming. If he beats us, he beats us. 

I watched the replay about six months ago for the 
first time and you can see, right out of the gate, Ju-
lien is after him. One little problem that cost us the 
Preakness, Always Dreaming called it a day at the 
5/16ths pole. Now Classic Empire gets the lead and 
I’m like, ‘uh oh,’ because he could do something at 
any time. 

“Cloud Computing comes to him, has the mo-
mentum on him and he almost comes back. We go 
to the Belmont, I do a 45-minute interview with 
NBC. They had all these cameras and asked me, ‘do 
you ever dream about winning the Belmont?’ I said, 
‘I don’t dream about winning any race, there’s too 
many things that can happen and you’re just going 
to be disappointed. If you don’t dream you can’t be 
disappointed.’ The next morning he couldn’t walk. 
His foot bothered him and he scratched. 

If I looked at a list of difficult things that made 
me have to think out of the box, he’d be in the top 
five. Maybe No. 1. Those are the kind of things that 
if they had happened to me in my first 20 years of 
training I would have never got there. That comes 
from experience and not panicking. Sometimes you 
can see things that are great, but sometimes the 
things that are great you don’t see. The things you 
have to overcome.” 

 

WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHER

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in anything really – beckons only a select few and the class 
of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the ceremony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is one of the most 
special in history as seven-time Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during his first year of eligibility 
and 13-time leading steeplechase trainer Jack Fisher joins him. 

Technically inducted last year, trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after joining Canada’s Hall in 2016. 
We get each to discuss a special horse in each edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just examples of the kinds of 
horses it takes to get trainers to the Hall of Fame. 

We asked a simple question: Who got you here? And they answered.

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Continued On Page 43 

Susie Raisher/NYRA Photo
Classic Empire and Norm Casse step off the van.
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Todd Pletcher
Lawyer Ron. Showed up in Pletch-

er’s barn late in his 3-year-old season 
as an already accomplished stakes 
winner at 2 and multiple graded 
stakes winner at 3. He won four of 
eight at 2 and swept Oaklawn Park’s 
major 3-year-old stakes – the South-
west, Grade 3 Rebel and Grade 2 
Arkansas Derby – after winning the 
Grade 3 Risen Star in his sophomore 
debut for trainer Bob Holthus. Son 
of Langfuhr finished 12th in the Ken-
tucky Derby, won the St. Louis Derby 
and finished second in the Grade 2 
Super Derby before moving to Pletch-
er. He finished ninth in the Breeders’ 
Cup Classic at Churchill Downs in 
his first start for Pletcher then enjoyed 
a productive 4-year-old campaign 
highlighted by wins in the Grade 1 
Whitney and Woodward at Saratoga 
and the Grade 2 Oaklawn Handicap. 
Named champion older male in 2007, 
he retired with 12 wins in 26 starts 
and a bankroll of $2,790,008. 

“His Whitney, you don’t see too 
many horses run 1:46 and change. He 
was exceptionally talented. He was 
on the Arkansas trail, won three of 
those races for Bob Holthus. He was 
champion older horse for us. Didn’t 
fire in the Breeders’ Cup Classic at 
Monmouth in the slop but other than 
that he was, on his day, awesome. 
People always ask me who was the 
best horse I ever trained. I don’t think 

I can say for sure but Quality Road in 
the Donn, Left Bank in the Whitney, 
Lawyer Ron in the Whitney, those 
type of performances, it would have 
been hard for any type of horse to 
beat them on their day.”

Jack Fisher
All Together. Bred by Jayeff “B” 

Stable and trained by Alan Goldberg, 
the son of Danzig lost his first seven 
starts before winning three in a row 
in 2009. Beginning a fruitful rela-
tionship with Goldberg, Fisher pur-
chased the Kentucky-bred at the end 

of the 2009 season and he won two 
of eight, including a novice stakes at 
Callaway Garden, in 2010. The sev-
enth leading earner in Fisher’s career 
and surely the last son of Danzig to 

run in any race, All Together won six 
times over hurdles, including three 
stakes. He hit the board in another 14 
stakes. Consistency? He ran at Sara-
toga for six consecutive seasons, earn-
ing 11 checks along the way. Owned 
by Arcadia Stable and ridden primar-
ily by Xavier Aizpuru, the throwback 
bay earned $400,350 over hurdles 
and $525,015 total. 

“I bought All Together from 
Goldberg, maybe the second horse 
I bought from him. He was a cool 
horse, a very sweet horse. He wasn’t 
overly brilliant, he wasn’t a Grade 1 
horse, hard-knocking, picked up a lot 
of checks. He hit the board in a lot of 
stakes, ran at Saratoga every summer 
and made $400,000 the hard way. I 
love a horse like that, he was a trier. I 
ran him for 30 at Saratoga and David 
Jacobson claimed him. At the end of 
the meet, I offered them 20 and they 
wanted 30. At the end of the season, 
I offered them 20 and they want-
ed 30. Then they ran him at Golden 
Gate Fields for $12,500 that winter. 
He got claimed and we got him back, 
retired him and he’s a foxhunter in 
North Carolina. It was the right thing 
to do.”

Hall Talk –
 Continued from page 42

at the barn

trf

BBQ
NightSummerNightSummer

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 24, 2021 5-9 pm

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

grab your boots 
and join us

for a casual evening of FUNdraising, food,  
music, basket raffles, and horses, too!

Tickets: $45
Available at www.TRFinc.org or call 518.226.0028

Tod Marks
Lawyer Ron streaks down the stretch in the 2007 Whitney.
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celebrating10 years

eclipsetbpartners.com

AUGUST 8:   

CON LIMA Wins  
$700,000 Saratoga Oaks-G3

BIG DAYS, BIG WINS

Get Involved with ECLIPSE at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga This Week!
Horses purchased in last 9 years include: Belmont S. winner TAPWRIT, BC winner SHARING & G1 SW VALIANCE

Last week, in my usual panic over trying to get 
a story in against a deadline, I told my wife that I’d 
have to rely on a last-second Telex. 

She suggested I look at a calendar and check the 
year. The only Telex left standing she said is proba-
bly at the Smithsonian. OK, I get it, I’m 77 and she 
thinks I’m “old school.” But I can still learn new 
tricks. So I resolved to share with my readers a bit 
of my knowledge of new technology. (Those of us in 
the vanguard refer to it simply as “tech.”) 

Are you aware, for instance, that horses at the 
track are now identified in the paddock before each 
race by a chip that is implanted in racing colts and 
fillies at an early age? Of course, tech isn’t totally 
foolproof as proven by the horse identification be-
fore the Grade 1 Alfred G. Vanderbilt Stakes the last 
day of July. 

The scanner identified all of the horses in the 
nine-horse field except for one – last year’s Eclipse 
champion sprinter, Whitmore. The problem was 
that he’s 8 years old and had to be identified the 
old-fashioned way. By his lip tattoo. Whitmore is 
“old school” too. 

Looking for more tech things to give you the 
scoop on, I spotted a man outside the Fasig-Tipton 
sales barn area carrying something that looked like 
a laptop computer and he had cable in his hand. 
Well what could be more high tech than that? 

I introduced myself as technology reporter for 
The Saratoga Special and asked him what high-tech 
thing he was about to do. 

He introduced himself as Dr. Greg Fox and told 
me he was about to take a video of the heart of one 
of the sale yearlings. 

Recognizing me as a fellow steeped-in-tech guy, 
he asked if I’d like to come along and help him. I 
joined him and along the walk he told me a tale: 

Apparently, in 1990, Sports Illustrated, in a story 
on the necropsy of Secretariat, reported the discov-
ery that the champion’s heart weighed 22 pounds, 

more than two and a half times the size of an av-
erage Thoroughbred’s. It has always been said of 
a gritty, competitive racehorse that he has “a lot of 
heart.” But suddenly “a lot of heart” was a physical 
attribute not just a metaphorical one.  

“Over night, everybody wanted horses with big 
hearts,” said Dr. Fox, as we approached the stables 
on the opening day of the Fasig-Tipton Sale. “Can 
you blame them? 

“Here you are, about to spend hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars on an 18-month-old colt or filly. 
You are desperate for any information to warrant 
writing a check. Word on the street is that champi-
ons have big hearts; you want a champion; you’re 
going to want a horse with a big heart, right?” 

Fox is in Saratoga as part of a team of people 
evaluating some of these baby Thoroughbreds for 
potential buyers. The team’s overall evaluation in-
cludes the usual factors, like pedigree, conforma-
tion, etc. But Dr. Fox’s specialty is the Thorough-
bred heart.

“It’s a gross over-simplification to say it’s all 
about the size of the heart. I do a total cardiovas-
cular evaluation, looking at the heart’s coordination 
and efficiency as well as the simple measurement. 
So, I’m seeing 16 horses here for this sale and I’ll 
go down the list: yes, yes, maybe, yes, no – and on 
through all 16.  

“That no is very scary for me. My no may be 

just one of the evaluation factors, but what if my no 
means not buying a horse that becomes a champion. 
I mean, I’ve been doing this for 25 years, looked 
at thousands of horses, and while I haven’t black-
balled any champions, I’ve made some mistakes. I’d 
love to tell you it’s an exact science, but it isn’t.”  

Have you ever read the baseball book Money-
ball, by Michael Lewis? Or seen the movie, which 
starred Brad Pitt as the general manager of the Oak-
land Athletics? All of this reminded me of it and 
especially of the player draft scene. 

On one side are the old scouts who identify the 
players they want to draft by watching them play 
in high school and college games and by gut feel 
acquired by the experience of many years. 

On the other side is the new breed of statisticians 
and analysts who’ve pored over all the numbers and 
data the modern-day game of baseball produces. 
They’re the ones bringing scientific decision-making 
to their draft recommendations. 

Both sides are trying to find the players that will 
be champions. 

The yearling sale is much the same I thought: 
with the veteran horsemen using their experienced 
eyes and years of making these calls. While behind 
them is the growing presence of new science and 
new technologies. 

I suggested this analogy to Fox and he all but 
told me I’d been watching too many movies. 

“We aren’t there yet by a longshot. People are 
making progress; I hope I am. But if I were buying 
a horse, I’d identify someone who’s spent a lifetime 
judging horses and can show some success. And let 
him, or her, guide me. I’d trust that judgment more 
than any scientific test result I know of – including 
mine. 

“There are a few people I’d put in the class I’m 
talking about. But it wouldn’t take long to call the 
roll.” 

Old school.

Old School 
BY TERRY HILL

77&sunny
Tod Marks
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Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

America’s
Pastime
Stables

@APStables

Feel the rush and excitement of horse ownership while 
having fun with friends & family! Affordable opportunities 

for any budget! 

5 Wins
At SaratogaLast Summer

$1.6 Million

In Earnings

APStables.com

If you suspect or know of any wrongdoing within the racing  
community, send us an email or call toll-free. All emails and calls 

are treated confidentially and you may remain anonymous.

Help protect Help protect 
your sport’s integrityyour sport’s integrity

Tod Marks

Thoroughbred Racing Protective Bureau Integrity Hotline
410-398-3647 • www.trpb.com • integrity@trpb.com

También disponsible en español

Andrew J. Mollica Attorney at Law

1205 Franklin Ave., Garden City, NY 11530
(516) 528-1311 cell • (516) 280-3182 office • jdmol@aol.com

Equine Law • Real Estate
Corporate Formation • Civil and Criminal Litigation

Wage and Hour Defense

A small firm dedicated to big things

 

Contact Phil Hager at

859.509.9122
www.taprootbloodstock.com
phil@taprootbloodstock.com

   

Quality. Value. Integrity.
A full-service bloodstock agency 

that stands on these words, 
and our results speak to it.

Racehorse  
Pre-Training  

in Ocala, Florida

Bringing out  
their Best!
To discuss your  

requirements contact  
Nick Esler 

(561) 634-1306  
Carl Allsop

(434) 484-2086

info@sandhurst-tb.com

y
For More Information Visit  

sandhurst-thoroughbreds.com

We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
(305) 979-7779 

@josesantos_33 on Twitter

Miguel Mena 116 
Saratoga, Churchill Downs,  
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118  
Churchill Downs, Arlington Park, 

Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116  
Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118 
 Remington Park

SANTOS INC. jockeys  
are ready for a big summer.  

Are you?

 

Riders UP! 
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 Barn 8. Through the tunnel. Left and right. Across 
from Eaton. The signs hang in the same spots, two 
long rectangular ones three stalls from each end. A 
big square one in front of the navy-clothed welcome 
table. Cards await in a hand-painted blue wooden 
box. Catalogues, a couple copies of the Tuesday 
Special, a pair of sunglasses, an unopened can of 
Coke. Eight white fans. Eight flower baskets. Eight 
yearlings. Four showmen, navy shirts, await the 
night’s action. White, blue, green, a bit of red trim. 
Everything is the same. And everything is different. 

Mike “Soup” Recio isn’t here. The scion of South 
Point Sales Agency is in the ICU at Central Baptist 
Hospital in Kentucky fighting sepsis, fighting for his 
life. 

When there is a crisis, don’t ask what you can do, 
just do something. 

Friends organized a GoFundMe campaign, it’s 
raised $404,133. A trust was set up for Recio’s 
4-year-old twins, Addison and Wesley. McCarthy’s, 
the Irish Bar in downtown Lexington, auctioned off 
box seats and box stalls, halters and hotels, collect-
ing more than $80,000. Archie St. George shaved 
his head, raising $3,000. 

John Fahey III and Justina Severni are doing what 
they can, running South Point’s eight-horse consign-
ment at Fasig-Tipton’s Selected Yearling Sale Mon-
day and Tuesday nights and another eight-horse 
brigade for the New York-bred sale this weekend. 

Good assistants don’t think for themselves, they 
think for their boss. Fahey and Severni are simply 
extensions of Recio this week. 

“Our owners never had a second thought, they 
wanted to sell here and get a good sale for Mike,” 
Severni said. “It puts things into perspective.”

Stone Bridge Farm’s Mike Heitzman, with two 
horses in the consignment, handed out cards, picked 
up lunch, helped any way he could.

“Everybody’s working together,” Heitzman said. 
“Mike knows all the players, it’s a lot easier with 

him being here. It’s not the same but we’re trying to 
get through it. Tougher than a night in jail, brother.”

Fahey dropped everything, pitching in for a 
friend he met when Recio was an intern at Churchill 
Downs and Fahey was assistant for Wayne Lukas. 
Recio guarded the horsemen’s lounge on Derby Day 
and wouldn’t let Fahey in the door. They’ve laughed 
about that ever since. Perhaps to get him back, Fa-
hey invited Recio to his bachelor party but not his 
wedding. They laughed about that, too.

“I’ve always been the fill-in guy since he’s had 
his own consignment. We buy horses together, do 
a lot of things together, he bounces things off me. I 
talk to him every day,” Fahey said from under a tree 
in the courtyard Tuesday afternoon. “I’m not doing 
anything special, just filling in the gaps, trying to 
take the stress off everybody, keep the mood light 
and fresh and get these horses sold.”

Hours later, South Point sales coordinator Sever-
ni checked her phone, organized a taxi and waited 
for the show. The reason Fahey is just filling in the 
gaps is because Severni has shingled the roof, get-
ting the horses sold. The previous night, they did ex-
actly that, eclipsing South Point’s highest sale when 
Hip 24, a free-walking son of Gun Runner, fetched 
$550,000 from Michael Hernon on behalf of Lael 
Stable. 

“It’s been difficult, but it’s gone pretty well so far. 
I got emotional last night,” Severni said. “Being so 
busy has helped. We’re helping Mike the best way 

we can, to sell these horses really well and do the 
best job we can up here. That’s taking our minds off 
what is happening back home. These are the best 
horses he’s ever sold. He loves Saratoga, he’d want 
us to be up here doing our best.”

Recio was stricken with sepsis Saturday, July 
24. By Monday, the news was grim, and his friends 
poured into the hospital to see their friend from Oc-
ala who had clawed his way to Saratoga, the guy 
who was readying his best team for the best sale. 
His friends rolled through the hospital, a good-will 
train to the bedside of a friend. Doctors told them 
he could hear every story, every inspiring mantra 
they offered. What else could they do? 

“That’s when they said he might not make it,” 
Fahey said. “Nine out of 10 don’t make it. Every-
body said he’s the one.”

Recio has improved gradually but still has a 
mountain to climb. Fahey has faith that he’ll be the 
one. 

“Because he’s stubborn, he’s a fighter,” Fahey 
said. “You know how much fight goes into getting 
these types of horses, with all the competition, with 
all the backstabbing, to come here and sell at Sara-
toga.”

Severni agreed. 
“You’re not friends with Mike unless you’ve had 

a couple of major fights,” she said. 
Recio was scheduled to get a tracheotomy and a 

feeding tube Tuesday. That should – could – make 
a big difference. 

“He’s 46 years old, 4-year-old twins, next thing 
you know you’re fighting for every breath,” Fahey 
said. “Hopefully there’s a happy ending to the story 
and we can all laugh, catch up on the stories we 
missed.”

Like the one about his friends rallying to the 
cause and his horses selling through the roof.

• • •
gofundme.com/f/help-the-recios

For Soup cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently delivers 
results at the highest levels of racing internationally. We 
invite you to travel to Keeneland this September in search 
of your next racing success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

KNICKS GO
2021 WHITNEY S. (G1)

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13  -  F R I .  2 4 View catalog at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com




