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here&there... at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
2: Cups of Dippin’ Dots left with some picnickers in the backyard by Gary 
Murray (and kids) before Wednesday’s first race, because No Food in the 
Paddock. They went back to get them.

7: Golf carts in a gossip scrum on the road by the main track’s three-
eighths pole at 8:15 Thursday morning. The mix involved 22 people, several 
accents and a lot of untrue stories.

XXIV: Roman numeral on jock’s agent Angel Cordero Jr.’s hat.

LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
BARN FOX, Virginia.

GR8SPA, New York. Thanks to reader Ian Bennett.

PICKSIX, Massachusetts.

GOT POLO, New York.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Kristofferson, third race. Maybe he’ll get a push from Glen Campbell 
(thanks Brooklyn Cowboy).

The Intern, seventh race. In honor of The Special’s Madison Scott, who 
heads off to Australia and the resumption of her Darley Flying Start pro-
gram. Thanks for the hard work.

Tod Marks
It takes a village. To lead in a winner at Saratoga, apparently as owner Mike Repole (fourth from 
right) brings everybody to the winner’s circle with Driven By Speed after Thursday’s sixth race.

Tapit... 
Curlin...
Street Boss

Darleydarleyamerica.com859-255-8537

The stallions with three or
more three-year-old G1 
winners on dirt since 2013.

Making mischief
Street Boss has more Black
Type winners and twice 
as many G1 winners as 
Into Mischief, who’s from 
the same sire crop.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/street-boss?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Street%20Boss&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“Too late today, maybe next time.”

Jockey Javier Castellano, arriving at the jocks’ room at 1:30 Wednesday afternoon, 
and costing himself a chance at a steeplechase mount

“I need a drink.”
Kerri Radcliffe, leading buyer at the sale,  

in between interviews with the press Tuesday night

“They are over the moon for these Orbs.”
Fasig-Tipton announcer Reed Ringler introducing Hip 186 late Tuesday

“It’s absolutely freezing in there; you could hang meat in there. Feel my hands.”
Terence Collier stepping outside the pavilion during his short break Tuesday

“Sure is a lot more fun covering one like this isn’t it?”
Fasig-Tipton President Boyd Browning Jr. to the press Tuesday night

“Maybe I can get Gabby Gaudet and Travis Stone to sign it.”
Trainer David Donk, after being handed a Saratoga Special hat Thursday morning

“There’s nobody there.”
Trainer Graham Motion, on why he takes a set to Clare Court 
 after the break while everybody else goes to the main track

“He knows when they’re coming out to run. He’ll just stop, get that look in his eye, he’ll cut you 
with his eye it’s so sharp. Off they go, and he goes right back to grazing.”

Phil Serpe on spending afternoons grazing  
Weekend Hideaway only a few steps from the main track

here&there... at Saratoga

The aratogaEditors/Publishers
Sean Clancy: (302) 545-7713. sean@thisishorseracing.com

Joe Clancy: (302) 545-4424. joe@thisishorseracing.com

Managing Editor
Tom Law: (859) 396-9407. tom@thisishorseracing.com

Writers/Handicappers: Charles Bedard, Gaile Fitzgerald,  
Teresa Genaro, Ben Gowans, Madison Scott, John Shapazian,  

Shayna Tiller, Brandon Valvo.

Design: Linzay Marks.

Photographers: Tod Marks, Dave Harmon, Connie Bush.

Distribution: Kevin Murphy, Morgan Yaeger. 

259 East Avenue
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(the old feed store)

www.thisishorseracing.com
Published Thursday through Sunday  

during the racing season. 

Plus Monday, Aug. 7 and Tuesday, Aug. 8.

The Saratoga Special, thisishorseracing.com
Thoroughbred Racing Calendar, The Best of The Saratoga Special. 

Call us about your editorial needs.

Home Office: 364 Fair Hill Drive, Suite F, Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 392-5867 • Fax (410) 392-0170

800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The galloping is beautiful. The pulling up? Not so much.”
Leigh Delacour as she jogged back 
 on No Dozing Thursday morning

CHBThoroughbreds.comCBHorse@me.com502.648. 4181

From purchasing yearlings to broodmare management...

How can I help you?

Charlie is a Bloodstock Agent You Can Trust.

Integrity. Reputation. Experience.

SHADWELL FARM 
Kent Barnes, Stal l ion Manager • Inquir ies to 859-224-4585
4600 Ft. Springs Rd., Lexington, KY  40513 • Shadwellfarm.com

ALBERTUS MAXIMUS
DAAHER | TAMARKUZ

http://chbthoroughbreds.com
http://shadwellfarm.com
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- Millionaire winner of the prestigious
  Travers S.-G1, defeating G1 winners:
  TONALIST, BAYERN, and more...

- Won or placed in 10 of 17 career starts,
  4 straight wins at 3, twice with Triple Digit
  Beyer Speed on dirt

- A son of a champion six-time G1 winner,
  V. E. DAY joins CURLIN and LOOKIN AT LUCKY
  as top class 3-year-olds from the
  SMART STRIKE sire line at stud

First foals arrive in 2018

Available for inspection throughout the Saratoga meet by 
calling (540) 226-1405 or (518) 461-8424

Property of Mrs. Magalen Ohrstrom Bryant

V. E. DAY
Inquiries to: Dr. Jerry Bilinski (518) 461-8424 or Johnathan Miller (540) 226-1405

Waldorf Farm, P.O. Box 959, North Chatham, NY 12132
Fax: (518) 766-4601. Farm: (518) 766-9400. E-mail: drbilinski@aol.com Web Site: www.waldorffarm.com

“He ascended the 3-year-old ranks in early summer in leaps and bounds as was 
evident by his big wins in the Curlin and Travers. He was absolutely sound and 
had a mind to match. He will always be one of my favorites.”
-Trainer, Jimmy Jerkens

Photos by Barbara Livingston

SEIZE
THE DAY

http://waldorffarm.com
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WORTH REPEATING
“Hopefully the Jedi will return soon.”

Star Wars fan Norm Casse referring to the Jedi as a winner, or something like that

“My mom liked it.”
Justin Pringle, after his article ran in The Special 

“Miles is upstairs about to launch a paper airplane.”
Kip Elser to The Special’s Sean Clancy on the second night 

 of the sales (Miles did not launch the plane, at least that we know of…)

“Wide wale.”
Ruth Clancy, mother and proofreader of the stars,  

after reading Sean’s column that mentioned wide-whale corduroys

“Be quiet, you might say something you regret.”
Jock’s agent Doug Bredar, as he approached  

The Special’s Sean Clancy Thursday morning

“Half the clubhouse is going to winner’s circle”
The Special’s Shayna Tiller as the large group of people  

with Mike Repole made its way from clubhouse boxes to the winner’s circle

“This poor guy is here while the Clancys are sleeping”
Trainer Phil Serpe when The Special’s Ben Gowans 

 showed up at his shedrow at 5:45 Thursday morning

here&there...at Saratoga

Contact: Headley Bell  c: 859.221.5108 
Price Bell c: 859.321.5117

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

34 G1 WINNERS raised and/or sold since 2000 i  ncluding …

2005 Santa Anita Oaks winner and 2004 Champion 2-Year-Old Filly

www.CountryLifeFarm.com • 410.879.1952

Country Life Foal Patrol
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“My dad is the super fast and super 
handsome Super Ninety Nine (Pulpit), 
which makes me bred on the same nick as 
my famous cousin, multiple G1 winer 
FROSTED. I’m a MD-bred colt, eligible for 
the Maryland Million also. My 
Mom and I will be offered at the 
F-T Midlantic sale in Dec – see 
you there!”

Taking care of little things since 1933

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

I realized when Tracy first walked into my Belmont office 12 
years ago that she had a great idea.  Every detail I threw out, 
she had covered and has continued to develop and create an 
amazing program.

 –  Linda Rice

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

http://countrylifefarm.com
http://embracetherace.com
http://tlore.net
http://millridge.com
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

Savvy trainers will be stocking 
their barns with

registered NY-bred yearlings
offered at Fasig-Tipton 
 NY-Bred Yearlings Sale, 

August 12-13 

A registered NY-bred 
filly by Curlin,

hip 34, was among
the ten highest-priced

yearlings at Fasig-Tipton’s
The Saratoga Sale,

selling for

$750,000

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association

www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“I swear to God, there’s a spot out there on the Belmont turf, they just sail. Beau Bugle, he won the Fort 
Marcy when it was seven furlongs. I remember Mike Hole laughing at us running him because he couldn’t 
keep up going a mile and a quarter, we turned him out in the pen and got him light on his feet and I 
remember jogging him around the ring before we took him over there. Mike Hushion was rubbing 
him.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens
1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 15
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(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

Check your mirror.

http://nybreds.com
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David Donk took a realistic 
approach into the Belmont Park 
spring-summer and Saratoga Race 
Course meetings, knowing his barn 
didn’t include any major stakes win-
ners like Awad, Ordway, Incurable 
Optimist, Pennine Ridge, Hessonite 
and King Kreesa. 

Not that it’s slowing the veteran 
horseman down any; Donk is off to 
a strong start at Saratoga with three 
wins after winning 10 from 79 starts 
at Belmont. 

“Before the meet at Belmont and 
here, I said I don’t have the really 
good horses right now, I’ve just got a 
lot of Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
horses,” Donk said. “But they need 
me, we run six days. The money is 
great. It works for my business mod-
el to have horses for those races, and 
year-round, that’s what I say to peo-
ple. The game has changed because 
everybody’s afraid to get beat, but if 
you’re second or third there’s a lot of 
money. It works for the owner and it 
works for me.” 

Donk won’t be absent from stakes 
competition at the meet, with J C’s 
Shooting Star on target for a New 
York-bred stakes and possibly anoth-
er member of his string bedded down 
in his usual spot near the three-eighths 
pole on the main track. His mentor 
and former boss, the late Woody Ste-
phens, kept horses in that area during 
his Hall of Fame career and Donk 
isn’t afraid to pull a quote from the 
legend every now and again. 

“The quote is, and it’s from Woody, ‘If 
you don’t have one, you don’t have any,’ 
” Donk said. “If I had to pick one today, 
the best quality 2-year-old, it might be a 
filly named Kingdom’s Queen.”

Donk zipped back and forth be-
tween the main track and the Oklaho-
ma Thursday morning, giving Steve 
and Mary Clyde, former classmates 
at Midlakes High School in Clifton 
Springs, N.Y., a tour of the barn and 
stable area before taking a break to 

talk with The Special’s Tom Law 
about the group.

Kingdom’s Queen: Robert Spiegel’s 
2-year-old filly by Animal Kingdom is out of 
the Clever Trick mare Ruff, who Donk trained 
to win the Grade 3 Miss Grillo in 2000 and 
two other stakes. Entered for Sunday. “The 
mare was a pretty nice filly, won a few stakes. 
She’ll make her first start next weekend, grass 
horse, lot of class, looks like the Animal King-
doms are OK.” 

Phone Funky Munky: Funky Monkey 
Stable’s 2-year-old Data Link gelding cost 
$35,000 at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga 
New York-bred sale. Finished third behind 
Evaluator and Singapore Trader in his debut 
Aug. 9. “Useful New York-bred. I just hope he 
can move forward a little bit in his next race. I 
thought he’d give a good account of himself. 
The winner was impressive so maybe that 
bodes well.” 

Codrington: Charles Engel’s homebred 
2-year-old daughter of Courageous Cat ran 
back on eight days rest Thursday and finished 
second in maiden on the grass for state-breds. 
“I pigeonholed her as a grass horse all along. 
Ran her on the dirt at Belmont, thought she 
was going to be useful on it but she didn’t out-
run me. Came back here and sprinted on the 
grass. I preferred to run her long but I didn’t 
expect there to be a long race in the book. 
She’s coming back in eight days. She’ll devel-
op and hopefully be a useful New York-bred.” 

Matty’s Magnum: Kentucky-bred 2-year-
old filly by Even The Score for Edward Ross 

Lessell and Mary Jo Lessell. “She’s trained 
well. May be in a bit of deep water here in a 
maiden special weight. Probably a two-turn 
grass horse. She’ll run soon. I had her in the 
other day and she acted up in the morning and 
we scratched her. Breezed (Thursday, half-
mile in :49.78) and she’s useful.”

Sardonyx: A $62,000 buy at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred sale by 
William Punk Jr., daughter of Freud is in train-
ing at Belmont. “I like her, might start at the 
end of the meet or early Belmont. Ideally look-
ing for a filly that’s going to improve next year, 
a bit like Hessonite did. I’m fond of the Freuds 
and I’m hoping she has a bit of a future.” 

J C’s Shooting Star: One of the veterans 
of the string, 5-year-old Miracle Man mare 
won the 2015 Fleet Indian Stakes on Saratoga 
Showcase Day. She finished third in two-turn 
allowance on the main track July 24. “She 
won a stakes here two years ago, broke her 
maiden in the stake actually. A really useful 
filly. I’m quite fond of her, really nice mover 
and I’d love to get her back over the grass but 
some of the races are just too tough. She was 
a good third here the beginning of the meet, 
probably could have been second if she saved 
ground in the slop. She’ll run back in the Sara-
toga Dew Monday if it fills and she’ll be com-
petitive. I’d love to get her back on the grass at 
some point but at the moment the state-breds 
on the grass are tough. Otherwise it’s the Yad-
do, that’s an option.”

Hoboe: The barn’s third winner of the meet, 
Siegel Sez Stable’s 3-year-old Macho Uno colt 
broke his maiden Sunday in 1 1/16-mile turf 

race for state-breds. “He was a horse sent 
to me last fall by Rick Siegel and Ken Shaw, 
trained really well, beautiful mover. He looks 
like a jump horse, big, scopey, beautiful mov-
er. Moves well over the dirt, I ran him maybe 
three starts over the dirt, he was somewhat 
disappointing. The clients inquired whether I 
should drop him in the company and I said, 
‘you’ve got to try him on the grass once.’ He 
was a good second the first time on it, came 
up the fence, then he was third at Belmont and 
he won the other day. I liked him the other day. 
He’s a horse that can be better than average 
if he continues to go forward. He’s a lovely 
horse to be around. I’m trying to find one to 
make the next step.”

Yummy Bear: Capped the barn’s big day 
Sunday with a victory in 1-mile allowance for 
state-breds. Owned by Funky Munky Stable, 
4-year-old by Sidney’s Candy is 3-for-19 with 
$155,824 in earnings. “I’m going to say he’s 
an overachiever. We claimed him for 40 last 
year, didn’t like the way he was doing, the 
owners allowed me to turn him out, he came 
back, I ran him on the dirt this winter. We felt 
he would be much better off getting to the 
grass and he’s won three races this year for 
them. The other day I thought if he hit the 
board it would be a very good race for him, he 
was really game and it’s fun for the owners to 
win at Saratoga.”

Missy’s Storm: Thomas Thienel’s home-
bred Freud filly put the barn in the win column 
in maiden claimer July 26. “She’s a little filly, 
useful, with a big heart. Doesn’t have the con-
formation you like to see but I was impressed 
that she was able to win second off the lay-
off. She’ll probably come back and ideally in a 
claimer before we go back home.” 

Have Another: Spiegel’s homebred 3-year-
old Stay Thirsty gelding has been off since 
fifth in Paradise Creek Stakes at Belmont May 
27. “He’s a horse I’ve entered a few times but 
haven’t gotten in. He’s a half to Vision Perfect. 
Broke his maiden over the winter on the dirt, 
he ran a good race on the grass at Belmont, so 
he’s gone both ways. I’d like to run him here, 
otherwise I’m looking for a spot out of town. 
Where I’ve entered the races haven’t filled. I 
need to be a little aggressive with him.” 

Tough Old Bird: Donk co-owns 4-year-old 

Every day at Saratoga, The Special  
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer.

with 
David Donk

Linzay Marks

http://fasigtipton.com
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H e l p i n g  o u r  c l i e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  s u c c e e d  a t  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l s  i n  r a c i n g .

Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 43 individual Grade 1 winners.

Just some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT 

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

Touch Gold filly with John Behrendt, Charles 
Marquis and Sean Carney. She’s entered in 
today’s ninth, a 5 1/2-furlong turf maiden for 
state-breds. “I’m a part owner and she’s named 
for my mother, so unfortunately I’m a little bit 
fond of her. Early on it looked like she’d be OK, 
she’s disappointed this spring over the dirt but 
I’ve got her in first time over the grass. I was 
convinced early on that she wasn’t a grass horse 
because I’m dying to get a dirt horse in the barn. 
She’ll be well meant over it and probably a big 
price tomorrow. She’ll give a good account of 
herself, I don’t think it’s that tough of a race. 
My mother’s name was Nadine or Dee Dee, but 
when we were young she’d been in the hospital 
a couple times and when I was young one time I 
told her, ‘Mom, you’re a tough old bird.’ ” 

T R Crew: Pennsylvania-bred Uncle Mo geld-
ing won Parx allowance June 20 then finished 
sixth in allowance won by Fayeq at Saratoga 
July 26 going 1 1/8 miles. “Ran horrible but 
he’s a pretty cool horse. He got too hot when he 
ran here the other day. I might run him here, or 
wait to run him at Parx. He’s a useful allowance 
horse and if not he’ll do well over the winter. 
I think the crowd shook him up the other day. 
There won’t be very many people at Aqueduct, 
or Parx.”

Romantic Babe: Entered in today’s fifth 
race, a 5 ½-furlong maiden special weight on 
the grass, daughter of Girolamo cost $17,000 at 
last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October year-
ling sale. “Inexpensive purchase, she’d proba-
bly better suited for a $75,000 claimer. She’s on 
the grass and the waters are pretty deep, but 
she’s ready to run. I think the 5 1/2 is what she 
wants to do, she has some speed, big turf foot 
on her. You’re in deep waters here in the maiden 
special weights.”

Spectrolite: Lightly raced 5-year-old by Any 
Given Saturday didn’t make it to races until May 
2016. He’s won three of his last four starts, 
including victory for $50,000 going 6 furlongs 
on the turf in 1:07.59 at Belmont July 16. “He’s 
a horse that has had multiple injuries, I took 
over ownership because of it but my daughter 
named him, so I’m suckered in on those. Been a 
solid horse this year, broke his maiden, won two 
other races. Ran a fast race on the grass in a 
never won three at Belmont going 7 and 3. He’ll 
probably run back in a starter in the last condi-
tion book if they have one. He’s been a project 
but he can run a little bit.”

Red Spark: Training at Belmont, 3-year-old 
Ohio-bred colt by Hansen finished fourth and 
third in maiden races on the inner track at Aq-
ueduct in December and January. “He’s a de-
cent horse, probably won’t be ready to run at 
the meet. He ran twice over the winter, very well, 
then had some feet issues so we stopped on 
him. He’s back in training.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

http://fairhilletc.com
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859.294.0030
spendthriftfarm.comThe Breeders’ Farm

BY BEN GOWANS
Good horses frequently bring out-

of-town trainers to Saratoga Race 
Course. Kentucky-based Michael 
Tomlinson has trained plenty of good 
horses, but a Saratoga winner has 
eluded him from limited attempts.

Former claimer Candip brings 
Tomlinson to town for today’s 
$100,000 Tale Of The Cat Stakes go-
ing 6 furlongs on the main track.

Tomlinson has enjoyed a career 
resurgence in the past few years, top-
ping the $1-million earning mark for 
the first time since 2007, the only oth-
er year he achieved that plateau.

“This is the first time I’ve ever 
brought a string, but I’ve shipped 
horses up and ran and taken them 
back to Churchill,” Tomlinson said 

Wednesday morning while standing 
outside his end of the shedrow he 
shares with Gary Contessa on the 
Oklahoma Training Track side. “I’ve 
got 50 at Churchill so it’s hard to en-
joy when you’re bouncing back and 
forth but I love being up here. 

“Over the last few years, the quali-
ty of my horses has just been getting a 
little better all the time, so it was time 
to make that move. Hopefully I may 
bring more up next year.”

Tomlinson claimed Candip off 
Brad Cox for $32,000 in May 2015 
and has made $330,250 with the 
6-year-old Candy Ride gelding since. Linzay Marks

Candip tackles the Tale Of The Cat for trainer Michael Tomlinson.

TALE OF THE CAT PREVIEW

Sure Can
Tomlinson bids for Saratoga 
success with Candip in sprint

Continued On Page 12 

http://spendthriftfarm.com
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HIP# 440:  
A Union Rags colt from the close up  

female family of the $1 million July 2017 Fasig-Tipton  
Kentucky sales topper o/o Hung the Moon. ½-brother to  

SW Marriedtothemusic ($402,643 & still running)

HIP# 398:  
Half-brother to stakes horses Very Vegas ($482,682),  

Manhattan Dan ($183,596) & All Man ($364,462).  
Female family of Indian Charlie.

HIP# 487:  
Half-brother to Multiple SW Roman  

Candles ($214,149). Colt by Big Brown o/o Valid Proposal  
(half-sister to Multiple Graded SW and Stakes  

Producer Randaroo).

HIP# 586:  
Full sister to 2YO SW Dr. Shane (over $320,000 & still  

running) Filly by Freud out of the Orientate  
mare French Link.

October Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Mixed Sale 
Vinery Sales, Agent

Partnerships  
   DISPERSAL

• Thirteen 2017 NY Bred foals sired by Mineshaft, Violence, Orb, Blame, Freud, Bellamy
  Road, Big Brown, Posse, etc. Includes full or half siblings to 3YO SW Crawdaddy, 2YO Morrison,    
  2YO SW Dr. Shane, SW Marriedtothemusic, SW Very Vegas, SW Manhattan Dan, etc.
• Six Stakes-winning and Stakes-producing NY resident mares in foal to Runhappy, Outwork, etc.
• Four well conformed yearlings by Big Brown, Mission Impazible and Posse
• Several mares and foals available for private sale

For further information contact: Michael Lischin 518-398-5666 
mail@dutchessviewsfarm.com www.dutchessviewsfarm.com 

189 Johnny Cake Hollow Rd, Pine Plains, NY 12567

26 horses at auction starting August 12th-13th, 2017
August 12th and 13th, 2017 Saratoga NY Bred Yearlings  

Vinery Sales, Agent - Barns 8 & 9

http://dutchessviewfarm.com
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(352) 427-9995  |  EddieWoods.com

SARATOGA STARS Include 2017 Diana S. (G1) Winner

LADY ELI

“We claimed him for 32 and just 
been playing with him,” he said. “He 
just got better and better and better. 
We were fortunate, a lot of it was just 
taking our time with him and giving 
him time in the morning and taking 
him out and letting him stand and re-
lax and he’s really responded.”

The Tomlinson crew took their 
time with Candip Friday morning, 
having to back him out of the shedrow 
to make his way to the track to train.

“He always starts off fairly easy 
and then he gets stronger as he goes,” 
Tomlinson said as he watched Candip 
train just after the Oklahoma opened 
at 5:30.

The former $8,000 yearling pur-
chase has been around his fair share 
of ovals. He has run at nine tracks in 
14 starts for Tomlinson, each of his 
five wins coming at a different ven-
ue. He won two stakes last year for 
the ownership group K Town Part-
ners from Kingfisher, Okla. The first 
was a three-quarter-length victory in 
the Iowa Sprint Handicap at Prairie 
Meadows in July and then a neck 
win in the $200,000 Fabulous Strike 
Handicap at Penn National Race 
Course in November.

After his win in the Fabulous 
Strike, Candip was second on New 
Year’s Day in the Grade 3 Mr. Pros-
pector Stakes at Gulfstream Park. 
Tomlinson gave Candip six months 
off following the Mr. Prospector.

“He just needed the break, got a 
little sour mentally and was little fa-
tigued,” Tomlinson said. “He’d run 
a lot of hard races for us so we just 
gave him the break and gave him the 
winter off.”

Candip returned to the races five 
weeks ago in an allowance at Indiana 
Grand but didn’t fire, finishing sixth 
after racing on the rail. He breezed 
twice since, including a 5-furlong 
move in 1:00.60 at Churchill Aug. 4.

“His first race doesn’t show it, but 
he’s come back good,” Tomlinson 
said. “He just absolutely hated that 
racetrack at Indiana that day. They 
listed it as fast, but that is way far 
from the truth. It was muddy and a 
real off racetrack that day.

“He’s going to show back up. His 
work the other day at Churchill was 
very within himself and very con-
trolled. He worked nice and galloped 
out great and came off the racetrack 
bucking and playing so we’ll see how 
it turns out.”

Candip, 6-1 on the morning line 
for the Tale Of The Cat, drew the out-

Tale of the Cat –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Weekend Hideaway seeks his fifth Saratoga win in today’s Tale of the Cat.

Continued On Page 14 

http://eddiewoods.com
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                                          Unbridled’s Song - La Paz, by Hold Your Peace
www.sequelnewyork.com  |  800.925.2913  |  167 Maple Lane, Hudson, NY 12534

1ST CROP INCLUDES 2YO BELMONT SW...

SILVER MISSION
Dominant winner  
of the Tremont S.

against open company 

PURE SILVER
Undefeated winner  
of the Lynbrook S.  
over Astoria S. winner  
I STILL MISS YOU

2ND CROP INCLUDES 2YO BELMONT SW...

Look for top yearlings at F-T NY Bred Preferred

176008-MissionImpazible-half-SarSpec.indd   1 8/10/17   10:20 AM

side post in the seven-horse field and 
will be reunited with jockey Kendrick 
Carmouche.

“It’s a great post for him. He loves 
being outside,” said Tomlinson. 
“When Kendrick rode him at Penn, he 
broke and was kind of pinned inside 
and we got lucky, had a little break 
and Kendrick got to work his way out 
and get outside, and that’s the way he 
likes to run.”

Weekend Hideaway was re-routed 
to the Tale Of The Cat by trainer Phil 
Serpe after missing a scheduled start 
July 27 in the John Morrissey Stakes. 
A four-time winner at Saratoga, the 
7-year-old Speightstown horse (not a 
gelding) finished fourth in the 2015 
Tale Of The Cat and won Saratoga’s 
David Stakes at 2 and John Morrissey 
at 4 and 6.

“He went back on a regular train-
ing schedule, he just missed a couple 
of days that we kept him in the shed,” 
Serpe said. “He had I guess an abscess 
pop in his foot. Once those things do 
that and they drain out, they’re fine. 

He had a good work on Sunday, :47 
and change. He’s good to go.”

Serpe further explained just how 
good Weekend Hideaway has been 
feeling.

“I take him out every afternoon 
myself and graze him, walk him a lit-
tle,” he said. “The day before yester-
day he decided he was going to walk 
around on his hind legs for a while. 
He’ll do that once in a while. Then he 
settles down and grazes for a while, 
watches the races.”

In his last start, Weekend Hide-
away won the Commentator Stakes 
May 29 against New York-breds for 
the second year in a row. 

He will bid for his first stakes win 
against open company since June 
2013.

David Jacobson sends out a pair 
in the Tale Of The Cat, the speedy 
Chief Lion as well as millionaire and 
7-5 morning-line favorite Stallwalkin’ 
Dude, who will look to win this race 
for the third year in a row. 

Jeremiah Englehart’s Cadeyrn will 
attempt to get his first stakes win af-
ter being victorious in three of his last 
four starts.

Loose On The Town and Candid 
Desire round out the field.

Tale of the Cat –
 Continued from page 12

Tod Marks
Stallwalkin’ Dude tries to win his third consecutive Tale of the Cat.

http://sequelnewyork.com
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Maryland Sire Showcase
Over $1 Million in Purses 

A FULL CARD OF RACING FOR MARYLAND-MILLION SIRED AND MARYLAND-BRED HORSES

Pre-Entry Deadline October 11

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com

Pre-Entry Deadline October 11
1-800-638-1859 Racing Office & entries direct line

Check eligibility at MarylandMillion.com
Or call 410-252-2100

Pre-Entry  Books  now on line

http://marylandmillion.com
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Friday, August 11.

1ST (1:00PM). $25,000, CLM $12,500, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Perina’s Pride ................. R. Montanez .................... G. Grant ...................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Shakesperian Dream ...... L. Reyes .......................... M. Dolce ..................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sweetneida ..................... A. Lezcano ....................... E. Jones ..................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Midnight Bounty ............ C. DeCarlo ....................... A. Adsit ........................ 2-1
5  ..... 5 ............La Inesperada ................ J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 1-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kate Is a Ten................... L. Saez ............................. R. Barbara .................... 4-1

2ND (1:33PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............More Than a Legend ...... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Kimmel ..................... 9-2
2  ..... 2 ............Barstool Warrior............. K. Carmouche .................. J. Sharp ...................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Mama’s Red Hat ............. L. Reyes .......................... J. Quiles ..................... 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Maddy’s Way .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Cannizzo ................ 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............Summer Falls (IRE) ........ C. DeCarlo ....................... N. Saville .................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Artistic Quality ................ J. Ortiz ............................. C. Clement.................. 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Lion in Wait .................... M. Franco ........................ R. Handal ..................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............French Dressing ............. R. Maragh ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Front Row Debbie .......... L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Dynamic War ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Weaver..................... 5-2
11..... AE..........Delightful Lana ............... P. Lopez ........................... G. Preciado .................. 8-1

3RD (2:06PM). $51,000, CLM $50,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............First Goal ........................ A. Arroyo ......................... G. Sciacca .................. 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Lone Trader .................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Miceli ...................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Kristofferson .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Vera......................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Blue Belt ......................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rivelli ....................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Final Encore ................... K. Carmouche .................. M. Maker .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Alaskan Prince ............... M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 2-1
7  ..... 7 ............Jewel Heist ..................... R. Maragh ........................ J. Kimmel ..................... 8-1
8  ..... MTO ......Holding Aces .................. M. Franco ........................ C. Englehart .................. 8-5

4TH (2:40PM). $28,000, CLM $14,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Pirellone ......................... M. Franco ........................ G. Contessa .................. 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Play Big .......................... A. Arroyo ......................... R. Diodoro .................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Sir Maurice .................... A. Worrie ......................... R. Persaud ................. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Swift One ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Englehart .................. 4-1
5  ..... 5 ............Hard Hitter ..................... J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 8-5
6  ..... 6 ............Star Empire (GB) ............ D. Davis ........................... D. Jacobson ................. 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Shut Your Trappe ........... L. Reyes .......................... J. Ferraro .................... 15-1

5TH (3:14PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Latrevo ........................... L. Saez ............................. R. Violette, Jr. ............. 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Bridaled Temper ............. J. Castellano .................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Romantic Babe ............... M. Franco ........................ D. Donk ...................... 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Pocket Book ................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ W. Ward ....................... 8-5
5  ..... 5 ............Girl’s Night ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ....................... 6-1
6  ..... 6 ............La Contessa ................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tropical Wave ................. J. Lezcano ....................... G. Arnold, II................ 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Cyrielle ........................... J. Rosario ........................ H. Motion ..................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Wild N Ready ................. J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse ...................... 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Reiltin Oir ....................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. N. Saville .................... 30-1
11..... AE..........Fairy Link ....................... J. Bravo ........................... P. Pugh ....................... 30-1
12..... AE..........My New Daughter .......... E. Cancel .......................... J. Mejia ...................... 30-1

6TH (3:48PM). $75,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Terry O Geri .................... K. Carmouche .................. G. Contessa ................ 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............D’funnything .................. J. Velazquez ..................... C. Baker ........................ 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Cerretalto ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. H. Bond ........................ 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Benevolence ................... E. Cancel .......................... K. McLaughlin .............. 8-5
5  ..... 5 ............Gaming .......................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Gullo ........................ 3-1
6  ..... 6 ............Bookman ........................ L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 9-2

7TH (4:24PM). $45,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............The Intern ...................... L. Reyes .......................... T. Morley .................... 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............Mr. Massena .................. J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ........................ 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Filius Scat ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. C. Englehart ................ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Pence ............................. J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Wondermeister .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ L. Gyarmati ................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Oh So Sinister ................ J. Panaijo ......................... J. Gutierrez ................. 30-1
7  ..... 7 ............Bartleby .......................... J. Alvarado ...................... M. Hennig .................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Set Me Up ...................... J. Castellano .................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Dooley ............................ J. Rosario ........................ D. Donk ...................... 20-1
10..... 10 ..........Uncle Chester ................. R. Maragh ........................ L. Gyarmati .................. 6-1
11..... AE..........Jumpinjack ..................... D. Davis ........................... R. Davis ...................... 30-1
12..... AE..........Victory’s Cash ................ R. Montanez .................... B. Brown .................... 30-1
13..... AE..........Big Auk .......................... A. Arroyo ......................... E. Barker .................... 30-1
14..... AE..........Heat Check ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Contessa ................ 20-1

8TH (5:02PM). $100,000, STK - THE TALE OF THE CAT, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Loose On the Town ........ J. Castellano .................... B. Lynch ..................... 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Cadeyrn .......................... M. Franco ........................ J. Englehart .................. 5-1
3  ..... 3 ............Weekend Hideaway ........ L. Saez ............................. P. Serpe ........................ 5-2
4  ..... 4 ............Chief Lion ....................... P. Lopez ........................... D. Jacobson ................. 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Candid Desire ................. J. Lezcano ....................... G. Sciacca .................. 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stallwalkin’ Dude ............ J. Bravo ........................... D. Jacobson ................. 7-5
7  ..... 7 ............Candip ............................ K. Carmouche .................. M. Tomlinson ............... 6-1

9TH (5:40PM). $73,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Sharp Lacey ................... A. Arroyo ......................... G. Contessa ................ 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Tough Old Bird ............... E. Cancel .......................... D. Donk ...................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Kinky Sox ....................... L. Saez ............................. R. Lerman .................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............High Jingo ...................... P. Lopez ........................... T. Pompay .................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Catch Your Dreams ........ C. DeCarlo ....................... J. Sheppard .................. 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Icy Girl ........................... R. Maragh ........................ A. Adsit ...................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Town Fair ....................... L. Reyes .......................... R. Ubillo ....................... 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Objective Complete ........ J. Castellano .................... M. Casse ...................... 5-2
9  ..... MTO ......Frost Wise ...................... L. Saez ............................. M. Dilger ...................... 3-1
10..... 10 ..........Sandy Belle .................... J. Lezcano ....................... R. Schosberg ............... 7-2

10TH (6:17PM). $47,000, CLM $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Saratoga by Design ........ M. Luzzi ........................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1
2  ..... 2 ............War Canoe ..................... J. Rosario ........................ G. Contessa .................. 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Madame Barbarian ......... E. Cancel .......................... R. Metivier .................. 30-1
4  ..... 4 ............Cashless Society ............ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............That Warrior Girl ............ L. Reyes .......................... R. Ubillo ..................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stormy Alexis (IRE) ....... M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver..................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Cape Fear ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. J. Sharp ...................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Weekend Hottie .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ D. Donk ...................... 10-1
9  ..... 9 ............Prado Vision .................. L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................... 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Cap’s Vow ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Salzman, Jr. ............ 12-1
11..... AE..........Katina Got Even .............. S. Jimenez ....................... G. Goodwin ................ 30-1
12..... MTO ......Say Cin Cin ..................... . Rider TBA ...................... A. Adsit ........................ 3-1
13..... MTO ......Crimson Frost ................ J. Ortiz ............................. L. Rice .......................... 7-2
14..... MTO ......Maximus Beauty ............ L. Saez ............................. J. Sharp ........................ 4-1

Copyright 2017 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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GUEST HANDICAPPER UPDATE
Today’s guest handicapper is Kate Welshofer, evening news anchor for Spectrum 

News and the host of Toga Today. The show airs Wednesday through Sunday at 4 
p.m. She isn’t afraid to throw out a warning that she knows “slightly more about 
hats than horses.” Thursday, Tom Amello picked two winners. 

* The guests win total does not include Monday or Wednesday, when only The 
Special’s regular handicappers’ picks appear online at thisishorseracing.com.

2017 Special Print Schedule: Thursday-Sunday.
See thisishorseracing.com for more.
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BY TOM LAW
Early risers who ventured out to Saratoga Race 

Course for morning training saw something that’s 
basically become out of the ordinary as Reid Na-
gle put Lover’s Key through her final paces in ad-
vance of Thursday’s Statue of Liberty division of 
the $100,000 New York Stallion Series Stakes.

Nagle, who runs his small racing operation from 
Gulfstream Park and Oak Ridge Training Center 
in Morriston, Fla., and his farm in Charlottesville, 
Va., sent the 3-year-old Frost Giant filly to the track 
without a rider and alongside an outrider. Known 
as ponying, it’s a training method still seen at tracks 
across the country just not nearly as frequently as Tod Marks

Lover’s Key (full cup blinker and all) streaks toward the finish of Thursday’s feature.

Hill Runner
Lover’s Key goes all 
the way on the lead
for Va.-based Nagle

STATUE OF LIBERTY STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 20 

http://brisnet.com
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Morning Fire
Mr Palmer
Munirah

Nikkis Smartypants
O Dionysus 

Occasional View
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SOME OF OUR SW
GRADS FROM
OVER THE
YEARS 

Afleeting Lady
Ami’s Flatter
Ami’s Holiday

Ami’s Mesa
Angel Terrace 
Aragorn Ami
Avie’s Quality
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Bronze Star

Camelot Kitten
Cassatt

Cat’s Holiday 
Come to Mischief

Commander 
Congressional Page

Coup de Grace
Dancinginherdreams

Denman’s Call
Dr. Large
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Dynamic Holiday
Easy To Say

           Elusive Collection

                   Ever So Clever
               Exodus

DREAM IT IS
2017 G3 Winning
2YO filly

*Italics indicates GSW

Fortune Pearl
Fugitive Angel
Gala Spinaway
Gamble’s Ghost

Go Blue Or Go Home
Goldencents
Gone Away
Grand Prix

Havre de Grace
Holiday Star

Hollywood Hideaway
Hollywood Hit
House Rules
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Joyful Thing
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Just Jenda

                Kentuckian
                Kitten’s Cat

Kitten’s Point
La Gran Bailadora
Lexington Street
Love That Jazz

Lucky Lindy
Luna Time

Marquee Miss
Marriedtothemusic

Maritime Pulpit

A job well done, 
a name you 
can rely on.

IRISH
WAR 
CRY
2017 
Wood
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G1 Winner

ABEL 
TASMAN

3x G1 Winner 
in 2017

FIRENZE FIRE
2017 G3 Winning
2YO colt
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2017 Classic winner 

                  TAPWRIT (G1)

177929-DenaliStud-Half-SarSpec.indd   1 8/10/17   4:19 PM

even 10 or 20 years ago.
The technique works for Lover’s Key, who also 

trains uphill at Nagle’s farm in Virginia and at a 
nearby training center. 

The change in training, combined with the ad-
dition of a full cup blinker on the filly’s right side 
and extended cup on her left, started to pay off this 
spring and continued Thursday when Lover’s Key 
went all the way on the lead to win the Statue of 
Liberty. 

“We mostly just ponied her,” Nagle said of his 
training for Lover’s Key since he drove the filly here 
with his wife last Friday. “We do a lot of ponying 
on the farm in Virginia and a lot of hill work there. 
Half the time there’s not a rider on their backs, just 
pony up and down hills.

“I like doing it, we do a lot of it and of course it 
depends on the horse. When we do the hill training 
we ship to a training center a couple miles away 
that’s pretty hilly.”

Lover’s Key wasted no time using her natural 
speed making the lead in the 1-mile Statue of Lib-
erty, a restricted stakes for 3-year-old fillies sired by 
New York-based stallions. Under Junior Alvarado, 
who rode the filly to victory in a 7-furlong turf al-
lowance at Belmont July 15, Lover’s Key took the 
lead from post 6.

Lover’s Key won her allowance in similar style 
and nearly pulled the same trick in the New York 
Stallion Cupecoy’s Joy division two starts back, 
before yielding late on good ground to Lady Joan. 
That same rival, the 5-2 second choice in the field 
of eight, tracked Lover’s Key in the early stages 
through relatively soft splits of :24.31 and :48.52. 

Alvarado was thankful Lover’s Key broke well 
Thursday, as opposed to her last race when she got 
away slowly but still made the lead. 

“After she broke that great I had to take advan-
tage of it and we cruised along the whole way,” he 

said. “She took me all the way around. She was 
never pulling, which I was happy because you never 
want a horse pulling the whole way, but sometimes 
you don’t really know how much you’ve got until 
you ask them.”

Lady Joan and Luis Saez came to Lover’s Key 
around the turn and nearing the stretch run after a 
three-wide run. 

Alvarado got the response he wanted and Lov-
er’s Key opened up again and cruised to the finish 

Statue of Liberty –
 Continued from page 18

Tod Marks
Lover’s Key draws clear in the stretch.

Continued On Page 21 

http://denalistud.com
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GUN RUNNER
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Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459
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Success is no  
Accident...

2 1/4 lengths clear in 1:34.97 on the 
firm inner turf course. 

“As soon as I switched leads to the 
right and started turning for home, 
it was a couple jumps before I really 
asked her,” Alvarado said. “She was 
already getting going and I knew she 
was going to be tough to beat because 
she was still full of run at the end.”

Nagle, who claimed Lover’s Key 
for $50,000 out of a 1-mile maiden 
claimer at Gulfstream Jan. 4, said he 
was also surprised his filly made the 
lead so easily. He’d watched the sixth 
race, a state-bred 1-mile allowance 
race, and saw eventual winner Driven 
By Speed lead the field from the start 
and thought others might try similar 
tactics. 

“From what I’ve been told the in-
ner turf is speed favoring,” he said. “I 
thought there would be a lot of com-
petition for the lead, but she broke 
perfectly. Sometimes she doesn’t break 
that fast and then catches up and can 
easily be put to the lead. The pace was 
very moderate, I was surprised it was 
that moderate and there was not that 
much competition on the front end.”

The competition Lover’s Key 
has faced since the addition of her 
blinkers one start after being claimed 
haven’t given her much trouble.

Lover’s Key didn’t race with 
blinkers in her first four starts in maid-
en special weight company and didn’t 
wear them the day Nagle claimed her 
from Tom Bush and owner Empire 
Equines at Gulfstream. 

He ran her in 
for the first time 
in a $50,000 
maiden claimer 
in late February 
and after racing 
being checked at 
the start she raced 
close before going 
wide around the 
far turn and finish-
ing 11 1/4 lengths 
back when ninth 
of 10. 

Nagle made 
some adjustments 
along the way be-
fore he and Lover’s 
Key made their 
Saratoga debuts 

in the Statue of Liberty. She won four 
of her five starts during that time, the 
lone loss a three-quarter-length defeat 
to Lady Joan in the Cupecoy’s Joy.

“They’ve turned her entirely 
around. She’s very focused now. She 
knows what her job is and she knows 
where the finish line is,” Nagle said. 
“They’re a full cup on her left and 
an extended cup on the right side. In 
two of her races she went to the lead 
and ultimately won but went tightly 
around the first turn but around the 
second turn she went to the outside 
rail at Gulfstream. Those were full 
cup, so we put an extended cup on 
the right side and its eliminated that 
issue entirely.”

Bred by the Hettinger family’s 
Akindale Farm, Lover’s Key is out of 
the multiple stakes-winning Victory 
Gallop mare My Dinah. She was bred 
in New York and raced by the late 
John Hettinger of Akindale Farm. 

Lover’s Key’s pedigree proved a big 
reason why Nagle put up $50,000 
to claim her in January. He claimed 
another filly, Queen Del Valle, for 
$25,000 in her debut in June 2016 
and she’s gone on to win nine races 
for the Virginia-based trainer and 
owner Big Lick Farm. 

 “I liked her breeding and she’d 
had a layoff and it looked like she was 
figuring out what was going on,” Na-
gle said. “She was probably relatively 
immature at that point. I take a lot of 
chances. I ended up with lots of things 
that don’t work out. But a few like 
her and Queen Del Valle, she’s won 
nine races, another 3-year-old filly.”

 

Statue of Liberty –
 Continued from page 20

Tod Marks
Jockey Junior Alvarado congratulates owner/trainer Reid Nagle.

http://niallbrennan.com
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T H E  A R T  O F  R A C I N G  I SCLASSIC
Sat., Oct. 14, 2017 | Post Time 7:00 PM

Featuring the

West Virginia Breeders Classic and the Breeders Classics Races

West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
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Mike Repole held court at the 
Oklahoma Training Track Thursday 
morning during workouts, speaking 
to a large group of men in front of 
two large, black limousines.

“We had them out this morning and 
they got to meet Angel Cordero and 
they got to meet Johnny (Velazquez) 
and spend time with Todd,” Repole 
said of his group. “They could see 
Tapwrit and Always Dreaming.”

Repole later played director of fes-
tivities twice more at the races. Along 
with a crowd of more than 50, Repole 
visited the winner’s circle twice after 
back-to-back wins by two of his hors-
es Thursday afternoon. The trip came 
after Driven By Speed took the sixth 
and then next when Sudden Surprise 
took the seventh.

“I’m blessed to have my family 

here, my wife Maria and my daugh-
ter Gioia,”  Repole said after Driven 
By Speed’s win while rounding up 
the crew to go back to the paddock 
for the seventh. “I also got 50 people 
from my company BodyArmor sports 
drink. We try to do a meeting up here 
which is really cool, a day at the races. 

“Last year I brought them all up 
here and we got a second and I was 
pretty disappointed. Today we got the 
sixth with Driven By Speed and the 
entry here in the seventh.”

The roar from the exuberant mob 
of men in clubhouse boxes as the first 
Repole winner crossed the wire could 
practically be heard from the back-
stretch.

“I’ve won a Travers here, I’ve 
won a Jim Dandy and a Coaching 
Club and the Alabama,” Repole said. 
“Sometimes at Saratoga, a New York-
bred allowance feels just as good.”

Repole bred both winners and he 
also campaigned Overdriven and 
Giant Surprise, the sires of the win-

ners. Driven By Speed and Sudden 
Surprise were both sent out by train-
er Todd Pletcher and ridden by John 
Velazquez.

As usual, the pressure was on 
Pletcher, but in a slightly different 

Tod Marks
Driven By Speed streaks to the finish in Thursday’s sixth race.

THURSDAY RACING RECAP

Repole Double
Driven By Speed, Sudden Surprise
delight big group with repeat wins

Continued On Page 24 

http://wvbc.com
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way this time.
“That was fun,” he said. “We hap-

pened to have these two races on a 
day, but we’ve been pointing for it 
since the condition book came out. 
Then you got to hope the races go, 
everything just fell into place.”

The win with Sudden Surprise 
tied Pletcher at the top of the trainer 
standings with Chad Brown at 20.

– Ben Gowans

• Scout’s Honor was up just in time 
in the opener, notching the first victo-
ry of the meet for Pennsylvania owner 
Joseph Imbesi and trainer Steve Kle-
saris. 

“We’re based down in Philadelphia 
Park,” Imbesi said. “We groomed this 
horse just for this race; it worked out 
very well. We come here every year 
usually and run horses. This year we 
don’t have any stabled here, but it still 
worked great. We love Saratoga. Ev-
erybody who loves horses strives to 
come to Saratoga, even if you don’t 
run a horse. It’s nice to be here.”

The 8-year-old son of Tapit raced 
toward the back of the field under 
Jose Ortiz in the 5 1/2-furlong turf 
claimer. Sitting back off fractions of 
:22.75 and :45.30, the gelding rallied 
down the center of the Mellon Turf 
Course to win by a head. Klesaris was 
quick to cite what made the differ-
ence.

“Turf. Wanted to get him on the 
turf,” Klesaris said. “We tried a cou-
ple times and it just didn’t work out 
back in Philly. And we spotted this 
race and said, ‘Let’s go to Saratoga.’ 
This turns the whole day around. 
It jacks it up pretty good. I’ve been 
coming to Saratoga for 30 years – it’s 
paramount to come up here and win 
a race, to everybody. This just started 
the day off perfect.”

– Madison Scott

• The crowd froze, eyes glued to 
the screen as the replay of the finale 
played on the big screen. Four horses 
together at the wire in a photo more 
crowded than Dango’s on a Monday 
night, fans watched the quartet stream 
across the screen, tickets crumpled in 
tension as gamblers awaited the final 
verdict. A moment later, a white hat 
with words Amber Dancer in maroon 
stitching popped from a clubhouse 
box, followed by screams and hugs as 
a chestnut filly’s green No. 5 saddle-
cloth appeared on the screen.

“I’m shaking,” said James Romeo 
as he and his wife Dawn made their 
way into the winner’s circle.

Romeo entered and lifted trainer 
Bruce Levine into the air, as Amber 
Dancer joined them a moment later 
after her victory in the 5 1/2-furlong 
maiden.

“Absolutely unbelievable, this is 
our first horse,” said James. “She’s 
going to get a brother now. Tonight is 
going to be the biggest party, believe 
me when I tell you.”

“It feels unbelievable,” said Dawn. 
“We came close but never won. My 
family was into horse breeding, main-
ly trotters. We decided to get into 
Thoroughbreds.”

The pair founded Carmineddie 
Stables two years ago, when Levine 
selected the daughter of Freud from 
the 2015 Fasig Tipton Midlantic May 
2-year-olds in training sale. 

“She was a Freud and she looked 
like a nice, solid, sound filly and the 
first dam made some starts,” said 

Thursday –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Amber Dancer (second from right) prevails in a wild finish to the finale.

Continued On Page 26 

http://runforthehorses5k.com
http://partingglassracing.com
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Levine. “We had a certain amount of 
money and she fell right in there so it 
was nice.

“I kind of walk them through ev-
erything but they’re very patient peo-
ple, couldn’t do enough for the horse. 
You need time, and time is never an 
issue. They’re just great owners for a 
first horse. It can get a little frustrat-
ing and I’m just happy for them.”

After five unsuccessful attempts 
at breaking her maiden, Levine add-
ed blinkers Thursday. Amber Danc-
er broke sharply under Dylan Davis, 
chasing just behind leader and sta-
blemate Amanda Lane through the 
quarter-pole with Andretta and Lulu’s 
Pom Pom steadily gaining. The four 
thundered through the wire in a tight 
finish, with Amber Dancer digging 
deepest to win by a nose in 1:02.86.

“She was running a little green 
and she just needed (blinkers),” said 
Levine. “I loved it. She sat right off it 
and she ran really game. I was hap-
py. She battled. It was a good race for 
her.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Saratoga Race Course flooded in 
a sea of pink in Thursday’s celebra-
tion of Fabulous Fillies Day.

Race goers dressed in pink from 
their shoes to their hats, sporting pink 
everything from men’s sport coats to 
ladies’ fascinators. Pink breast can-
cer ribbons clung to people’s chests, 
while jockeys donned pink stripes on 
the thigh of their breeches.

Hot pink ribbons swathed the pad-
dock fencing, with a pink flower blan-
ket draped around the statue of Sea 
Hero in the center.

From the flag hanging high on the 
infield to the cover of the program, 
the racetrack was saturated in pink to 
celebrate the special day.

Fabulous Fillies honored Sheila 
Rosenblum in the fourth race. Rosen-
blum founded the all-female Lady 
Sheila Stable and various sister syndi-
cates in an effort to increase female 
participation in racing. Rosenblum 
and Lady Sheila Stable have enjoyed 
success campaigning horses such as 
2015 champion female sprinter La 
Verdad.

“My goals are very simple,” said 
Rosenblum. “Bring more and more 
women into the business and to enjoy 
it. Women are crucial to the long-term 
vitality of the sport.

“Women are really important. It’s 
about bringing more and women into 
the business, and syndications are re-
ally the best way to do it. There were 
eight of us at the beginning when I put 
it together, and I want to share it with 
people. It’s about camaraderie and 
friendship, and the friends that did 
not know anything about it suddenly 
really like it. It’s really exciting.”

The sixth race honored the Breast 
Cancer Research Foundation, with 
every horse turned out in a pink sad-
dlecloth, although No. 8 carried the 
theme throughout the day.

Following the race, the New York 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Associa-
tion presented BCRF with a $10,000 
check that will benefit science and 
medical research. 

This is the organization’s 13th year 
at Saratoga and they typically raise 
over $100,000.

– Shayna Tiller

 Allan
Lavin
 Bloodstock
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Saratoga Leaders
Trainer ............................... 1st
Chad Brown ...................................20
Todd Pletcher .................................20
Kiaran McLaughlin ...........................8
Linda Rice ........................................6
Jason Servis ....................................6
Danny Gargan ..................................5
Rudy Rodriguez ...............................5
Charlie Baker ....................................4
Dave Cannizzo ..................................4
Bill Mott ...........................................4
George Weaver.................................4

Jockey ............................... 1st
Jose Ortiz .......................................28
Irad Ortiz Jr. ...................................26
John Velazquez ..............................19
Javier Castellano ............................17
Joel Rosario ...................................11
Manny Franco ..................................9
Jose Lezcano ...................................9
Luis Saez ..........................................9
Ricardo Santana Jr. ..........................8

Through Thursday

Thursday –
 Continued from page 24
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Thursday August 10.

FIRST $50,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
2 Scout’s Honor J. Ortiz $7.30 $4.00 $2.40
7 Francis Freud A. Lezcano  $5.50 $2.90
5 Small Fortune L. Saez   $2.10
Gr/ro Gelding 2009, by Tapit - Kidder Done by Thunder Gulch
Owner: Imbesi, Joseph, M.. Trainer: Steve Klesaris. 
Breeder: C. Kidder, N. Cole, B. Kidder &A. Kidder (KY).
Late Scratches: Sir Bond
Claimed: Small Fortune claimed by Drawing Away Stable for $25,000
Time: 1:02.14
Exacta (2-7), $41.20; Superfecta (2-7-5-1), $413.00; Trifecta (2-7-5), 
$89.00

SECOND $40,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $30,000, 3 & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Hy Brasil L. Saez $7.60 $3.80 $2.50
5 Battle Ready J. Ortiz  $3.10 $2.50
3 Moon Over Montana F. Geroux   $3.30
Dk B/ Br Colt 2014, by Malibu Moon - Contentious by Giant’s Cause-
way
Owner: Donegal Racing and Three Chimneys Farm. 
Trainer: Todd Pletcher. Breeder: Three Chimneys Farm, LLC (KY).
Claimed: Battle Ready claimed by Manhattan Racing Stable for $30,000
Time: 1:53.89
Daily Double (2-1), $32.40; Exacta (1-5), $19.80; Quinella (1-5), 
$8.50; Superfecta (1-5-3-6), $144.00; Trifecta (1-5-3), $70.00

THIRD $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WGT, 2 YO, 1 1/16M
4 Dooder I. Ortiz, Jr. $4.20 $3.30 $2.20
6 Codrington M. Franco  $5.80 $3.00
8 Blue Atlas J. Velazquez   $2.20
Dk B/ Br Filly 2015, by Flatter - Wild Grace by Forest Wildcat
Owner: Sheep Pond Partners and Hanley, Jay. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Jay Hanley (NY). Late Scratches: Reyana Reya Delite
Time: 1:42.62
Daily Double (1-4), $22.40; Exacta (4-6), $20.80; Superfecta (4-6-8-
3), $212.50; Trifecta (4-6-8), $37.20; Pic 3 (2-1-4), $87.00

FOURTH $45,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 & UP, 5 1/2F
1 Consumerconfidence I. Ortiz, Jr. $4.00 $2.50 $2.10
9 Love Your Buttons J. Castellano  $3.40 $2.60
3 Chief Admiral J. Ortiz   $3.00
B Colt 2013, by Quality Road - Scarlet Love by Not For Love
Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Mill Ridge Farm et al (KY).
Late Scratches: Valdocco, Big Exchange
Time: 1:01.94
Daily Double (4-1), $9.50; Exacta (1-9), $11.20; Quinella (1-9), $6.50; 
Superfecta (1-9-3-2), $185.00; Trifecta (1-9-3), $39.20; Pic 3 (1-4-1), 
$37.00

FIFTH $93,000, AOC $80,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 6F
1 Summer House R. Santana, Jr. $10.20 $4.90 $3.40
4 True Romance J. Bravo  $6.70 $4.10
5 Fusaichi Red J. Alvarado   $2.80
B Mare 2012, by Tiznow - Mimi’s Bling by Bernstein
Owner: Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: WinStar Farm, LLC (KY).
Late Scratches: Discreet Senorita
Claimed: Summer House claimed by M and M Racing for $80,000
Time: 1:10.69
Daily Double (1-1), $19.60; Exacta (1-4), $64.50; Superfecta (1-4-5-
2), $326.00; Trifecta (1-4-5), $169.00; Pic 3 (4-1-1), $37.40; Pic 4 
(1-4-1/5/6-1), $160.00; Pic 5 (2-1-4-1/5/6-1), $723.00

SIXTH $75,000, NY-BRED ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M
10 Driven by Speed J. Velazquez $9.90 $5.90 $4.70
3 Amazing Anne K. Carmouche  $8.30 $5.50
9 Five Each Way M. Franco   $7.40
Gr/ro Filly 2014, by Overdriven - Spooked by Silver Ghost
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Repole Stable, LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Lem Me Dance, Fair Regis, Pinchbeck, Table for Six, 
Eighth Commandment, Forever for Always
Time: 1:34.04
Daily Double (1-10), $61.00; Exacta (10-3), $71.00; Superfecta (10-
3-9-2), $1,588.00; Trifecta (10-3-9), $745.00; Pic 3 (1-1-10), $89.50

SEVENTH $50,000, NY-BRED CLAIMING $25,000, 3 & UP, 6 1/2F
1 Sudden Surprise J. Velazquez $4.50 $3.10 $2.30
3 Pegasus Red J. Lezcano  $19.00 $7.20
7 Love That Jazz J. Ortiz   $2.60
B Gelding 2013, by Giant Surprise - Ready and Good by More Than 
Ready
Owner: Repole Stable. Trainer: Todd Pletcher. 
Breeder: Repole Stables LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Marriedtothemusic, Manipulated
Claimed: Love That Jazz claimed by Shaw, Martin P. for $25,000, 
Bluegrass Prevails claimed by Rosebud Stable for $25,000, Saratoga 
Heater claimed by Rainbow’s End Racing Stable LLC for $25,000, We 
Did claimed by Island Wind Racing for $25,000
Time: 1:17.59
Daily Double (10-1), $23.60; Exacta (1-3), $98.50; Superfecta (1-3-7-
5), $753.00; Trifecta (1-3-7), $271.00; Pic 3 (1-10-1), $112.00

EIGHTH $100,000, STAKES - NY STALLION SERIES S., 3 YO, 1M
6 Lover’s Key J. Alvarado $10.00 $5.20 $3.90
4 Lady Joan L. Saez  $4.40 $3.40
5 Hollywood Cat J. Velazquez   $6.10
Ch Filly 2014, by Frost Giant - My Dinah by Victory Gallop
Owner: Nagle, Reid. Trainer: Reid Nagle. 
Breeder: Akindale Farm LLC (NY).
Time: 1:34.97
Daily Double (1-6), $30.20; Exacta (6-4), $32.00; Superfecta (6-4-
5-1), $1,410.00; Trifecta (6-4-5), $390.50; Pic 3 (10-1-6), $122.50; 
Place Pix Nine (1/4/5-3/9/10-1/2/3/7-6), $92.50

NINTH $73,000, NY-BRED MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3&UP, 5 1/2F
5 Amber Dancer D. Davis $18.60 $7.50 $4.40
2 Andretta R. Maragh  $4.60 $3.00
9 (dq)Lulu’s Pom Pom I. Ortiz, Jr.   $2.50
Ch Filly 2013, by Freud - Ardent Lover by Mr. Greeley
Owner: Carmineddie Stables. Trainer: Bruce Levine. Breeder: Sequel 
Stallions, Beals Racing Stable,LLC & Sunny Crest Fa (NY).
Late Scratches: Frost Wise, Nothingbutasmile, High Jingo, Kinky Sox, 
Objective Complete, Louisiana Lady
Time: 1:02.86
Daily Double (6-5), $130.50; Exacta (5-2), $80.00; Superfecta (5-2-9-
12), $1,481.00; Trifecta (5-2-9), $183.00; Pic 3 (1-6-5), $380.50; Pic 4 
(10-1/2-6-5), $1,865.00; Pic 5 (1-10-1/2/6-5), $8,499.00; Pic 6 (1/5/6-
1-10-1/2-6-5), $107.50; Pic 6 (1/5/6-1-10-1/2-6-5), $11,622.00

Attendance: 26,017. On Track Handle: $3,361,635
All Sources Handle:  $12,533,979.30

Copyright 2017 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Nyquist, Brody’s Cause, 

Callback, Conquest Daddyo,
Take Charge Brandi, Union Rags, 

Street Babe, Isotherm, Pick of the Litter, 
Startup Nation, Firing Line, No Nay Never, 
Pain and Misery, Via Villaggio, Winning Cause, 

Archarcharch, Tale of Verve, General Quarters, 
Surf Cat, D’tara, Forever Together, 

Somethingaboutlaura, Flower Alley, Sweet Talker,
 Authenticat, Brushed By A Star, By The Light, 

Forty Tales, Bashart, A Shin Top

BY TERESA GENARO
On July 31, 2006, a 3-year-old black horse named Songster 

made his Saratoga debut in the Grade 2 Amsterdam Stakes. 
The Darley-owned colt was already a graded stakes winner: 
he achieved that when he won the Grade 3 Hirsch Jacobs 
Stakes on the Preakness undercard, crushing the field by 10 
lengths. Three weeks later, he took the Grade 2 Woody Ste-
phens on Belmont Day, and by the time he reached Saratoga, 
his record was 5-3-2-0.  

A huge favorite at 15 cents to the dollar in the Amsterdam, 
Songster was upset by a 10-1 shot ridden by Calvin Borel, and 
finished second. He was fifth a few weeks later in the Grade 1 

Same horse, 
new job

Graded stakes winner 
Songster embraces return

Continued On Page 31 

Barbara Livingston
Songster and trainer Tom Albertrani 
watch morning workouts.

http://lgbloodstock.com
http://paramountsales.net
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Measuring your way
to the Winner’s CircleMeasuring your way
to the Winner’s Circle

Measuring your way  
to the Winner’s Circle

Measuring your way
to the Winner’s Circle

Ask us about how our  
Saratoga Select
Yearling Picks
have performed
as racehorses!

King’s Bishop, and that was the end of 
his Saratoga career. He never returned.

Until last summer, a decade after 
he’d left.

“I was 12 years old when my dad 
had him,” reminisced Teal Albertrani, 
now 24. “In the afternoons, my sister 
and I would go to the barn with my 
dad, and Songster had such a person-
ality. He was the kind of horse that if 
you walked by his stall and didn’t pay 
attention to him, he’d nicker and look 
at you as if to say, ‘Come back!’ My 
dad would have to drag my sister and 
me home. We wanted to hang out with 
him all day.”

Tom Albertrani, fresh off winning 
the Preakness with Bernardini, has sim-
ilar memories of one of his barn’s big 
horses.

“My daughters loved being around 
him,” he said. “He was appropriately 
named because when you’d go up and 
pet him, then walk away, he’d nicker 
for you to come back. He just loved to 
be in front of people.” 

Separately, each recalled an incident 
in which Songster had somehow man-
aged to cover himself with straw, then 
hung his head out of the stall as if to 
say, “Look what I did.” 

Songster raced only four more times 
after he left Saratoga. He was off for 
nine months after the King’s Bishop and 

Songster –
 Continued from page 30

Barbara Livingston
Songster eyes up his next assignment.

Continued On Page 32 

http://biodatatrack.com
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Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes
Better Than Ever!

Free nominations • Closing September 16
Contact Delaware Park Stake Coordinator 

Lenny Rera at 302-994-2521 ext. 7225

Running Saturday, September 30
The $75,000 Small Wonder

For Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs
The $75,000 First State Dash

For Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs
The $100,000 Tax Free Shopping Distaff  

For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs
The $100,000 The New Castle

For Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

To find out if  your horse is Delaware Certified or for more information about the Delaware 
Certified Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP link. In addition, 

you may to download an application or find a list of  participating Delaware farms.
DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd, Wilmington DE 19804
302-994-2389 • 302-994-3392 fax • dctp@dtha.com • www.dtha.com

2017 DCTP Saratoga Special Stake Nomination Ad 4.625 x 4.75.qxp_Layout 1  7/20/17  4:24 PM  Pa  

For 40 years, 
Engel Law Offices 

has represented horsemen 
with their legal issues, 

and continues to do so.

Licensing
Partnership Formation

Gaming Comm. Hearings
Other Legal Matters 

“Lengths ahead of the field”

518-430-0005
855-677-5155

www.engelatty.com

Shipping your horse through JFK? 
Ask your agent about The ARK at JFK 

      78A North Boundary Road, JFK International Airport 

212-328-9132 / info@ARKJFK.com / www.ARKJFK.com 

Private Equine Import Quarantine 

and Export Facility 

24/7, Safe and Efficient 

Experienced Grooms and Veterinary Staff 

then won the Grade 3 Bold Ruler at 
Belmont in May 2007. He was retired 
to a stud career that August. Found 
to be sterile, he returned to training 
in March 2008, finishing third at Aq-
ueduct eight months later. After an-
other lengthy layoff, he raced twice in 
2009, off the board both times, and at 
age 6, he was retired for good. 

“One of my owners at the time, 
Myron Miller, loved dark bay hors-
es,” said Albertrani, “And I asked if 
he’d like to give the horse a home, 
and he said sure.” 

So Songster headed to Miller’s 
Farnsworth Farm in Ocala, but for 
Teal Albertrani, who now works in 
client relations for West Point Thor-
oughbreds, the horse’s departure 
didn’t mean out of sight, out of mind. 
She started pestering her father to get 
Songster back, to make him a stable 
pony, an idea about which Albertrani 
was initially skeptical, given that the 
horse was still intact and had tried to 
be a stallion.  

Then last year at Gulfstream Park, 

Teal ran into Miller, and, after inquir-
ing about Songster, asked, without her 
father’s prior knowledge or permis-
sion, “Can I buy him back from you?”

Miller offered to return the horse 
to them for free, and a few weeks lat-
er, while at the OBS sale, the Alber-
tranis went to visit Songster. 

“He was hanging out in a paddock 
by himself, way in the back, and he 
came right up to us at the fence line,” 
said Tom.

“He came over to see us nicker-
ing,” said Teal. “He was so cute. My 
dad just looked me and said, ‘OK. 
We’ll take him back.’ ”  

Now 14, Songster travels with the 
Albertrani barn, living at Greentree 
Training Center in Saratoga, Belmont 
Park, and Florida’s Palm Meadows 
Training Center. He was an eager stu-
dent, though he does seem to have oc-
casional flashbacks to his racing days 
when he’s out doing his new job, tak-
ing off with his rider. 

“He’s just a great horse to be 
around,” said Tom.

“He’s so mature now,” said Teal. 
“But he’s the same Songster, and he 
brings that extra joy around the barn. 
It’s really special for my dad and me.” 

Songster –
 Continued from page 31

http://dtha.com
http://vabred.org
http://arkjfk.com
http://engelatty.com
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SARATOGA SPRINGS CITY  CENTER MON & TUES »  AUGUST 14TH–15TH

Over 80 panels, workshops, seminars and other events. Meet 
racing legends, jockeys, trainers, owners and exhibitors from 

every corner of the sport at horse racing's �rst ever convention.  

TICKETS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT: EQUESTRICON.com

#EQCON17

THE              HORSE RACING 
CONVENTION FOR EVERYONE
First

ENGAGEMENT       ENTERTAINMENT       EDUCATION

http://equestricon.com
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SUCCESS BEYOND THE TRACK
Rehab. Retrain. Rehome. Serving over 450 horses a year.

To donate a horse or make a contribution, visit www.NEWVOCATIONS.org  
or contact anna@horseadoption.com or call (937) 642-3171.

SUPER TYREE excelling during 
his transitional training  

at New Vocations.

BY JOE CLANCY
Columbia University psychiatry 

professor Dr. Prudence Fisher came 
home from work one evening and 
told her husband how well her day 
running a therapy session with horses 
and military veterans went.

“We were out with the horses and 
it was fun,” she said. “Maybe this 
does work.”

Fisher’s husband thought about it, 
and answered as best he could. “You 
know, Pru, it would be bad if you felt 
bad but you don’t have PTSD. You 
don’t know if this would help peo-
ple.”

And knowing is the important 
thing because, while plenty of equine 

therapy programs exist, none are 
based on clinical research.

Fisher and her Columbia colleague 
Dr. Yuval Neria are the co-directors 
of a clinical research study designed 
to determine the effectiveness of and 
develop the protocol for equine-as-
sisted therapy for the treatment of 
military veterans with Post-Traumat-
ic Stress Disorder. Yes, that’s a long 
description, but it’s vital work that 
could help military veterans and re-
tired racehorses in new ways.

Named the Man O’ War Project, 
the study is a partnership between the 
Earle I. Mack Foundation, Columbia 
University Medical Center’s Depart-
ment of Psychiatry, the New York 
State Psychiatric Institute and the Ber-

gen County (N.J.) Equestrian Center. 
Neria and Fisher are about halfway 
through their research – an open clin-
ical trial (meaning everyone in the 
study gets the treatment) that will take 
an additional six to 12 months. 

Step one was learning about cur-

rent programs, watching and evalu-
ating what happens at a session and 
developing a framework. Researchers 
decided a session should last 90 min-
utes and that the treatment schedule 

Columbia University researchers Dr. Prudence Fisher and Dr. Yuval Neria.

War Story
Columbia University study tackles
equine-assisted PTSD treatment

Continued On Page 35 

http://newvocations.org
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BLAKE ALBINA 
THOROUGHBRED SERVICES 

offers some of the finest 
pedigreed New York-breds

offered in 2017 on behalf of 
NEWTOWNANNER STUD 

Five are cataloged in the 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga  
New York-Bred Sale 

By: 
Paynter, Pioneerof the Nile,  

Revolutionary,  
Street Sense, & Verrazano

   Muirfield 
insurance

Michael T. Levy 
President

Earleen Ladnier 
Vice President

Bryce Burton
Property and 
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Kim Jackson 
Customer Relations

859-253-1114  |  muirfieldinsurance.com

S E C U R I T Y   |  S O L U T I O N S   |  S E R V I C E

Securing the Finest 
Equine Assets 

                & Farms around 
the World for 25 Years.

be once a week for eight weeks. Step two was testing it 
out on veterans and making changes after figuring out 
what works and what doesn’t. Step three happens now 
and aims to develop the standard protocol, run the actual 
trial with patients and develop the data. 

“There have been numerous anecdotal reports on 
equine treatment across the country with veterans but no 
study or no research that demonstrates that it truly works 
and works better than other treatments,” said Neria. “We 
are providing an alternative treatment, which does not in-
volve a lot of verbal processing of the trauma. It’s mainly 
indirect processing of memories and avoidance behaviors. 
People are becoming more interested in what’s going on 
outside themselves and their bodies. They’re interested in 
the horses and other members of the group, and we’ve 
found it very therapeutic for the PTSD patients. We’re 
really pretty encouraged by what we see.”

The horses are part of that. A typical session begins 
and ends with a group circle. In between, patients work 
with horses. All horse activity is overseen by someone ex-
perienced in equine care, and patients learn the basics. 
Simply picking up a hoof is often a milestone.  

“They feel very anxious the first time they do it,” said 
Fisher. “They have difficulty asking for help, and asking 
the horse for help, it’s very interesting. There’s a sense of 
ownership, and accountability, between the horse and the 
veteran. 

“Sometimes they’ll say, ‘You know when I first came 
these horses looked so big to me and now they don’t look 
so big anymore.’ It’s very different riding and standing 
next to the horse. A lot of people have never done that. 
At graduation we give them pictures of the horses and 
one of their shoes or something. We realized people really 
connected to that. We had somebody who we followed up 
with later and he hung the picture up in his living room 
and when he’s feeling nervous he looks at the picture and 
he can go on with his day.”

If successful, the trial could be a key to treating veter-
ans with PTSD and creating yet another outlet for retired 
Thoroughbred racehorses. Thoroughbred owner Mack 
played a key role in getting the program started and is 
its founder.

“Earle has had an association with Columbia for some-
time and there is a highly regarded PTSD clinic at Colum-
bia so it made sense,” said Anne Poulson, a board mem-
ber of the project along with Mack and James MacGuire. 
“He’s a veteran and has been very involved in Thorough-

Man O’ War –
 Continued from page 34

Continued On Page 36 

Man O’ War Project
Columbia University clinical research study 

on equine-assisted therapy’s effect  
on post-traumatic stress disorder.

For more, see mowproject.org  
or find out more at Equestricon Aug. 13-15

http://aikentrainingtrack.com
http://muirfieldinsurance.com
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AIKEN TRAINING TRACK
Aiken, South Carolina  |  (803) 295-7686  | caryfrommer.com

Send your Yearlings  
       to the Home of Champions

Breaking, training, 
sales prep/consignment, 
                              and more

bred aftercare. He wanted to put his 
passions together and see if he could 
do something. He approached (Co-
lumbia) and they ran with it.

A typical PTSD treatment session 
involves an office setting, meetings, 
regimentation, group sessions and re-
quired homework for the patient. The 
treatment takes commitment, and 
frequently asks patients to involve a 
detailed account of the trauma, which 
can be difficult. The equine therapy is 
far less structured, produces positive 
outcomes and has a lower dropout 
rate.

Why horses will be a question for 
as long as anyone pursues this treat-
ment, and the researchers haven’t 
quite figured that out.

“It’s yet to be really answered in 
a scientific way,” said Neria. “There 
is a serious hypothesis that horses 
are prey animals, and they are highly 
responsive to any cue that represents 
threat or stress. PTSD patients have 
a lot of stressful experiences with 
traumatic memories, with fear, with 
destructive emotional relations be-
cause of those experiences. The idea 
for a bonding and ongoing relations 
between two species, across species, 
both very sensitive to fear and com-
monly fearful, is a very compelling 
idea. We can see right away that vet-
erans can see themselves in the horses. 
Horses are mirroring their experienc-
es very effectively and they provide to 
the patient feedback concerning their 
reactions.”

Fisher, whose childhood horse 
“would have been terrible at this,” 
gave a less scientific answer.

“I don’t think you could do this 
with a cow,” she said. “The horses 
interact, they are very in the moment, 
and every day is a new day. They’re 
really sort of ideal for this. And 

they’re big. The size is a novelty and 
that helps.”

The Man O’ War Project cites Vet-
erans Affairs statistics that list 14-30 
percent of veterans affected by PTSD 
and 20 veteran suicides per day. Any 
therapy that helps those numbers is 
welcome. Early results in two pilot 
groups run last year produced base-
line reductions in PTSD symptom 
scores, though the full study will pro-
vide the real answers.

“There is a bond between the vet-
erans and the horses, and it’s a real 
kind of bonding,” said Neria. “From 
time to time there is an amount of 
love and closeness developing during 
the course of the treatment between 
the horses and the team members 
– the patients themselves or the psy-
chologists doing the work. We are 
talking about these horses, we use 
their names, it’s really unique to this 
kind of treatment. You don’t see this 
in other PTSD treatments. You’ve 
never seen this in any experiments.”

Poulson, a Thoroughbred owner 
and breeder, hopes to see the project 
blossom to help horses and humans. 

“The vision is to help veterans first 
and foremost, but we’re all looking 
for different pathways for retired 
racehorses,” she said. “Great horses 
can go on and become show horses, 
or foxhunters or something, but oth-
ers that will be paddock-bound or ar-
en’t able to be ridden might not have 
those options. This program is on the 
ground. It might offer opportunities 
to horses who won’t suit for other 
careers as long as their temperaments 
suit what we’re doing.”

One such horse, Crafty Star, will 
become the first Thoroughbred to 
take part in the study. The New Jer-
sey-bred 9-year-old won once in 26 
starts, the last a $7,500 claimer at 
Parx Racing in 2013. 

Thanks to the Man O’ War Proj-
ect, he gets a chance to do something 
far more noble now.

Man O’ War –
 Continued from page 35

2017 Special Print Schedule: Thursday-Sunday.
See thisishorseracing.com for more

http://bonaventurestables.com
http://caryfrommer.com
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SARATOGA’S BEST BETS
Still serving the best 
breakfast since 1989!

Come check out our new  
& larger dining room.

8am-2pm daily
256 Milton Ave. Ballston Spa. 

(518) 885-2848

Troy H. Mulligan, CPA
Lexington, KY

tmulligan@radwanbrown.com • (859) 233-4146

“Troy Mulligan saves me hours of work and days of worry.  
Now, I can watch the horses again.”   

– Sean Clancy, Riverdee Stable

YOUR business here! 
Just $800 for the ENTIRE SARATOGA SEASON!

Email joe@thisishorseracing.com for info
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Lyrical Ballad Bookstore

More than 100,000 books and 
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Specializing in books on the
history of Thoroughbred 
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7-9 Phila Street
518-584-8779

lyricalballadbooks.com
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www.racingcityrealty.com

Body by Anna
Anna’s Massage & Aesthetics

Anna Hollander
The Saratoga Day Spa

376 Broadway in Saratoga Springs 
518-488-7950. bodybyanna.com
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He walked like a panther in the jungle, light-foot-
ed, knowing a broken branch could end the hunt. 
Stealthy as an FBI agent, captain-of-the-football 
confident, be-here-now present, he sauntered around 
the back ring on the second night of the Fasig-Tip-
ton Select sale, everything going forward, no wasted 
movement, a perfect mix of impulsion and convic-
tion. Neck and head angled to the outside, flowing 
with his motion, making eye contact like he was 
running for office. Every time he passed, he nodded, 
acknowledged you, “Hey, Sean,” then, “Hi Annie…
Miles…Hey Dan…Hi Beth…D. Wayne…Hello Ker-
ri, you again…” He looked buyers in the eye, he 
looked drunks in the eye, he looked hangers on in 
the eye, he looked insiders in the eye. 

He had done it all week.
He wasn’t being shown. He was showing off. 
Making notes on catalogue pages can get bor-

ing – nice walk, good eye, deep shoulder, thick gas-
kin…” His page? I wrote, “Wow.” I didn’t need to 
write anything else.  

Davant Latham thought the same thing when 
he saw the son of Orb and Flashy American at the 
Fasig-Tipton November sale. Looking at a poten-
tial mare purchase, Latham saw the chestnut colt 
walk across the grass from 60 yards away, stunned, 
enthralled, he could have walked off a cliff…and 
landed happy. 

“Wow, what’s that?” Latham said, closing the 
page of the mare and rifling to find Hip 36, a chest-
nut son of a Kentucky Derby winner and Grade 3 
winner.

 “I’m telling you, there are only a couple of oth-
er horses that I’ve ever had as much of a gut, or 
a visceral, reaction the first time I’ve seen them,” 
Latham said. “He was phenomenal.”

Organizing a syndicate of four members, Latham 
set out to buy the colt. Placing a $300,000 limit on 
the venture, Latham bid that number, only to be 
met by a $305,000 bid. He acted quickly, bidding 

$310,000 and then held his breath. 
Hammer down. 
“He was not a horse you had to think about,” 

Latham said. 
Consigned by Gainesway that day, the chestnut 

colt was consigned by Gainesway again. Latham, 
bold in November, began to waver in August. That’s 
the nature of the game the 55-year-old agent plays. 

“When I was driving up, I started second guessing 
myself and getting worried. ‘Man, I paid $310,000 
for a foal by a stallion who stands for $25,000…
that’s a lot of money,’ ” Latham said. “I get here and 
the colt is just magnificent. I hadn’t seen him since 
the end of June and he had improved since then, I 
feel pretty good at that point.”

Gainesway, Latham and the partners discussed 
strategy, eventually deciding to put a $399,000 re-
serve on the colt while hoping to get much, much 
more. 

 “We were fully expecting him to bring 500 and 
really thought he would land in the 6 or 7 range,” 
Latham said. “But I made a conscious effort nev-
er to say a number to our partners, I said, ‘Look, 
we’re going to be profitable, it’s just how much?’ 
One of the partners who knows me well enough 
said, ‘Wow, you really do think we’re going to do 
well.’ When I’m worrying about tempting the Gods, 

it usually means I’m pretty positive.”
Latham’s confidence grew when Four Star Sales 

sold an Orb filly for $750,000, five hips before 
his Orb colt entered the ring. Latham stood in the 
balcony upstairs, then walked down the steps to 
stand next to Gainesway’s Brian Graves. The bid-
ding was frenzied, Latham losing track of the bid-
ders, but catching Kerri Radcliffe’s assertiveness as 
she bid hard and fast. When the board ticked past 
$800,000, Latham tried to stay stone-faced but 
couldn’t hold back a smile as the bidding continued, 
eliciting a final bid of $1 million from Radcliffe to 
become just the second horse of the sale to enter the 
seven-digit stratosphere.  

“That was phenomenal,” Latham said. “When 
the horse hits a million and they drop the hammer, 
Brian and I looked at each other, shook hands, 
grinned big, there’s nothing to be said.”

Latham walked toward the door when Wayne 
Lukas had more to say.

“I told Brian that was the best damn horse in his 
consignment,” the Hall of Fame trainer said. “May-
be the best damn horse in the sale.”

Certainly the best horse of Latham’s career, one 
planted way back when he rode his pony through 
his neighborhood in Memphis, grew roots when he 
joined the polo team at the University of Virginia 
and grew stronger through stints at racetracks and 
farms.

 “Here’s the thing, I’ve been in the game a long 
time, you can have a great horse that does every-
thing right and for a frog’s hair reason or some un-
known factor he doesn’t do what you thought he 
could do,” Latham said. “So many things happened 
right, there were the Orbs that won earlier in the 
meet, you can’t predict that, you can put yourself 
in the way of it and hope that it happens, but you 
never know if it will. Trust me, I’m not thinking I’m 
brilliant, we just got on the right horse, he did ev-
erything right and everything else happened right.”

BROWN ADVISORY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT

RACING AT SARATOGA
(410) 537-5400 • www.brownadvisory.com

In the Orbit cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://brownadvisor.com
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BRICKS AND MORTAR 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF RACING HALL OF FAME S. (G2)

V I E W  T H E  O N L I N E  C ATA L O G  AT  K E E N E L A N D . S E P T E M B E R . C O M

2 0 1 7  K E E N E L A N D

SEPTEMBER 
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  1 1  –  S A T U R D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 3

K E E N E L A N D  G R A D S 

SHINE AT SARATOGA

http://keeneland.september.com


For more information visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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World’s Fastest 6 Furlongs

1:05.67

G1 winner in 2017

$2,207,166

Commanding $750,000,

registered NY-bred hip 34 

was the highest-priced

filly in the opening session

of Fasig-Tipton’s 

Selected Yearling Sale, Aug. 7

295 registered NY-bred yearlings catalogued in the Fasig-Tipton NY-Bred Yearlings Sale, August 12-13 

There’s still time to

purchase a 2017 NY-bred

yearling and reap the 

rewards of NYRA’s

rich program for 2-year-olds

in 2018




