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Show T ime
For 100th time, yearlings take stage in Saratoga

Con Lima lands Saratoga Oaks.
Asmussen filly wins Adirondack.

Hall Talk with Casse, Pletcher, Fisher
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LICENSE PLATES OF THE DAY
TOGA, Massachusetts.

JKYPTR, New York. On an F-150 with eight or so painted 
lawn jockeys in the bed. Say it “Jockey Painter.” 

BY THE NUMBERS
88: Happy Birthday to owner/breeder Gordie Keys (techni-
cally yesterday, but who’s counting?).

1: Reader of The Special in Tularosa, New Mexico. Thanks 
Tom Goncharoff.

1: Dude resting comfortably (very) in a rooftop Subaru 
camper in the Oklahoma Training Track parking lot during 
turf works Sunday morning.

10: Condition books on trainer Steve Asmussen’s desk 
Sunday morning.

1: Preakness webbing on a pony stall.

133: Text messages received by trainer Steve Asmussen 
when he started to reply on a record-setting Saturday.

36,820,234: Dollars bet (all-sources handle) on Sat-
urday’s 12-race Whitney Day card, more than $1 million 
above last year’s record of $35,796,435 set in 2020.

Here&There...in Saratoga
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Peter E. Blum Thoroughbreds Edition. 

Most sellers don’t name their year-
lings, but you could do a lot worse than 
what the Blum team came up with for 
its group in Fasig-Tipton’s sale this 
year. All the Blum horses are consigned 
by Bridie Harrison. Yes, you can rename 
them something else but why would you?

National Treasure. Hip 13 in tonight’s sale session is by Quality 
Road out of Treasure.

Graceful. Hip 75 in tonight’s sale session comes with a name. The 
Union Rags filly is out of Dancing Alone. 

Couple. Hip 87 in tonight’s sale session has already been named by 
breeder Blum. The Mastery colt is out of Engaged.

thisishorseracing.com

1, 1A, 1X. Taylor Made has plenty of entries in this week’s sale.
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WORTH REPEATING
“Never!! I look forward to this every year, I actually missed y’all last year, stupid pandemic.”

Times Union pre-press wizard Annie Satterlee-Freeman, on whether she hated us yet

“Every day is homework, buddy. You’ve got to do everything no matter what.”
Jockey John Velazquez when asked if he had done his homework 

 on Irish raider State Of Rest,  winner of Saturday’s Saratoga Derby 

“St. Peter says hello.”
The Special’s Paul Halloran, who went to mass for all of us Sunday

“If I make four days on Travers Weekend, I’ll be up to nine in my quest for 40. You know, like 
lent.”

Halloran, on trying to be in Saratoga for the whole meet someday

“  If you can ride one for them, sometimes it’s better than riding three for somebody else.”
Jock’s agent Ron Anderson, about lining up John Velazquez 

 to ride for Irish trainer Joseph O’Brien this weekend

“You buy the dream, you sell the reality.”
Bloodstock agent Russell Jones, with sage advice

“You know ‘the enclave’ over there, that the Chief used to talk about – where they used to run 
those races out of the chute that’s not there anymore? I found a picture. There it is. Imagine the 
view from those houses.”

Trainer Al Stall, pulling up a historic photo on his phone  
of the Wilson Mile chute which connected to the clubhouse turn 

 (you can still see the spot on the rail) and paralleled Nelson Avenue

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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“They say Monmouth Park doesn’t  
suit come-from-behind horses,  

but my guess is somebody’s going 
 to come from behind there someday.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  
800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“Somebody asked me the other day, ‘How did you get that porch?’  

I told them if you’ve been coming here for 35 years you might get one, too.”
Francis Vanlangendonck sitting on said porch 
outside his consignment  Sunday afternoon

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 
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 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Here&There...in Saratoga

Tod Marks
Blur of Colors. Thoroughbreds speed away from the starting gate at Saratoga 
Sunday morning, 

http://msek.com/
http://nicholsoninsurance.com/
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Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

Hard Spun’s G1 Met Mile hero Silver State  
was a $450k yearling. See a Hard Spun  
yearling you like? Don’t give in.

BID ON...

Connie Bush
Horse Sense. “So what race do you think would work?”

WORTH REPEATING
“By the grace of God.”

Steve Asmussen after becoming the sport’s leading trainer 

“He would, but I don’t  give him enough time off.”
Trainer Bill Mott when asked if son/assistant Riley liked to hunt 

“We went to the rodeo. We had fun, it was a little past my bedtime though.”
Trainer Horacio DePaz, on Saratoga outings with 6-year-old daughter Mila

“I hide the high heels and she won’t leave the house until she finds them.”
DePaz, on Mila’s choice of footwear at the races 

 (she also sported a fascinator at the barn last week)

“I bet on him.”
Fan as a cooler of beer topped over leaving the track Sunday evening 

“Saaaaantana.”
Injured jockey Kendrick Carmouche to Ricardo Santana before the Adirondack

“I was hoping to see some jump races.”
Jockey Flavien Prat on a steeplechase-free week in Saratoga 

“Paul got stuff out of us we didn’t really want out.”
Joe Graffeo about The Special’s Paul Halloran 

“I cried more today than when my kids were born.”
Graffeo after winning the Saratoga Oaks 

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/hard-spun?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=hard_spun&utm_content=half_page
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STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 9-10  6:30 PM
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

In 2018, Maryland’s Sagamore Farm and Hora-
cio DePaz announced that the trainer would add 
horses for outside owners to the stable in hopes 
of building a client base and eventually taking his 
business public. Consider it done.

The former exercise rider and assistant to Todd 
Pletcher has 20 horses in the Saratoga barn at Clare 
Court and another eight at Belmont Park, and is 
following up a 20-win year in 2020 with 13 so far 
in 2021. The stable got a boost from two quick 
wins at Saratoga this summer, with a contingent of 
2-year-olds coming along. 

New York owners/breeders Barry and Sheryl 
Schwartz sent DePaz some horses in Maryland in 
2019 and have expanded the relationship with the 
retirement of trainer Mike Hushion and DePaz’s re-
cent move to New York. 

“I remember being in Saratoga and hearing Mike 
was about to retire and that Barry was looking to 
place some horses,” said DePaz. “We didn’t get to 
talk that year, but the next year I ended up bumping 
into Barry at the Wishing Well and we talked there 
and started from there. He sent me one horse, then 
another horse and gradually I had four or five for 
him and he said I should really come to New York. 
He had a lot of New York-breds, and said he’d send 
me more horses and I should do it.”

DePaz made the jump early in 2020, in time 
for racing to shut down for 10 weeks because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, but has expanded his sta-
ble via Schwartz and other clients including some 
claiming partnerships.

“I took a string to Belmont and everything was 
going good,” DePaz said. “I won a nice stake with 
Amundson (Feb. 17), and Sharp Starr was entered 
and she was 5-2 or 9-5, I don’t know but she was 
favored, and then they canceled racing because of 
Covid. Then I was questioning it. I wasn’t sure how 
wise it was to come to New York, but it’s really 
worked out. Barry’s been great and things are going 
well.”

DePaz walked his shady shedrow late in the 
morning Aug. 5 with The Special’s Joe Clancy.

Light In The Sky. Barry Schwartz’s 4-year-old filly has won 
two of 11 starts with the wins coming at Saratoga in 2019 
and 2020. She missed winning for the third consecutive year 
with a second July 16. Daughter of Tale Of The Cat tries again 
in Thursday’s fourth race, a New York-bred allowance going a 
mile on the turf. “Turf horse, she’s doing well. She got to run 

early in the meet and she’s a New York-bred, so they kind of try 
to put those races up every month so we’re lucky.”

Our Man Mike. Yes he’s named for Hushion, who retired 
in 2017 after more than 40 years as a trainer. Hushion trained 
the likes of graded winners Artemis Agrotera, The Lumber Guy, 
Nicole H, Boom Towner, Nothing But Fun and plenty of others 
en route to 1,426 wins. The horse is a 3-year-old Street Boss 
colt, who placed in two stakes as a maiden last year and broke 
through with a win at Aqueduct in April. Third here as the fa-
vorite going 1 1/8 miles Aug. 5 (the day of the Stable Tour). 
“He’s always knocking on the door. We tried him on the turf, 
but he didn’t really like it. Mike was in town, so he met him.” 

Oh Mrs. Maisel. Bred in Canada by Chuck Fipke and pur-
chased by Schwartz as a yearling, 2-year-old filly is working 
toward a debut off three breezes at Saratoga so far. “You’ve 
seen that show on Netflix (starring Rachel Brosnahan as stand-
up comic Miriam “Midge” Maisel), right? She’s by Practical 
Joke so it’s a good name. The Practical Jokes are running, and 
she’s shown us a little bit. She seems to be doing everything 
right and we like her. She’s a good size, pretty head. She’ll be 
ready to go in that last (condition) book here. The beginning of 
September she should be ready to go.”

Noble Emotion. Purchased for $40,000 at the Fasig-Tipton 
New York-bred yearling sale in 2018, 4-year-old Noble Mis-
sion gelding has won four of nine starts including two in a 
row – most recently a 5 1/2-furlong turf allowance here July 
28. Owned by Mike Ryan and Sarah Sutherland, the bay has 
won twice at Saratoga. He lost three in a row toward the end of 
last year, but bounced back with a win at Belmont in June off 
a seven-month layoff. “We were throwing it back and forth to 
possibly come back in a stake, but the allowance condition is 
good money. He can run within his condition. It’s not going to 
be an easy spot, but it might be easier than a stake for not that 
much less money. Great disposition, an easy doer. He gallops 
easy miles and stays sharp.”

Moam. Unraced 2-year-old filly bred by the Schwartzes’ 
Stonewall Farm, is out of Mindy Gold so a half-sister to Grade 
3 winner Sharp Starr. Like many of the DePaz 2-year-olds, 
Moam is slightly behind schedule due to an illness in the barn 
at Belmont. “We had a little virus come through the barn. After 
they all started getting sick, I just backed off of everybody for 
a while. Some had it linger a little longer. They were all coming 
along, but that set us back. A few older horses got sick as well, 

With 
Horacio DePaz

Continued On Page 7 

Dave Harmon
Amundson delivered a win for Barry Schwartz and trainer Horacio DePaz July 25.
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but it affects 2-year-olds more. I’d rather give 
them the time then than have another setback 
and have to give them a lot more time or have 
them get even sicker. She’s coming along so 
she’s looking at making her first start in Sep-
tember. The name means Mother of all Moth-
ers, after Sheryl. That’s a lot of pressure.”

Lucky Latkes. Owned by New Phoenix Sta-
ble, Tango Uniform Racing and Philip Stillman, 
4-year-old filly made first start for DePaz here 
July 25 and finished third behind two main-
track only entrants while racing for a $40,000 
claiming price. “Hopefully the book will come 
back with a race for her. She’s a lighter-framed 
filly, so I take it a little bit easier with her.”

Belarus. By Sky Mesa out of former grad-
ed-stakes placed Schwartz/Hushion runner 
Bridgehampton, 2-year-old filly shows four 
breezes at Saratoga – the last a half-mile 
from the gate Aug. 8. She’s a half-sister to 
the stakes-placed Winners Laugh and five-
time winner Amundson. “She’s coming along 
very nice. She’s more like Winners Laugh, 
very powerful and more stocky. She has that 
white eye that he does. He’s always question-
able about things and she’s the same way. All 
the 2-year-olds have showed up. There’s not 
one here that I’m like, ‘You know, I’m not sure 
about this one.’ I’m very happy with them all.”

Amundson. Big brother to Belarus by Curl-
in, 5-year-old gelding won the Hollie Hughes 
Stakes last year and blitzed to a New York-
bred allowance win here July 25 – his fifth 
in 14 starts. “He really showed up here. He’s 
doing well, so I’m going to try to pick a spot 
for him in the third book. He’s still got the two-
other-than condition open, but that’s a tough 
race. He’s cool. First horse I got to win a New 
York-bred stakes race for Barry and one of the 
first few horses he sent me.”

Whispering Pines. DePaz is all over this 
Maryland-bred 4-year-old filly as he worked 
with her sire Uncle Mo while with Pletcher and 
with her dam Walkwithapurpose at Sagamore. 
Won at Belmont in June and was fourth in the 
Shine Again here Aug. 4 for owners Hunter 
Rankin and Papason Stable. “Very tough spot. 
The three fillies that beat us are very nice, and 
the ones behind us were very seasoned too. 
I was happy with her. She’s still eligible for a 
two-other-than. I think she’s got a bright fu-
ture. She’s really matured this year and come 
along nicely. It was ambitious, that spot. We’ll 
give it another swing.”

Wine Goddess. Stonewall-bred 2-year-
old New York-bred filly by Kantharos out of 
Bernadine, who won twice, has worked four 
times at Saratoga including a gate breeze Aug. 
8. “I think she’s going to be more turf. She’s 
coming along. No complaints. I like bringing 

the 2-year-olds up here. It helps them in their 
development. They got used to Belmont. It’s 
good experience to get them used to a differ-
ent racetrack, the pony track, everybody that’s 
around, it seasons them a little more. They see 
wheelchairs, strollers, the trams. The weath-
er’s so good that they do really well here too, 
and put weight on.”

Silver Token. Schwartz’s homebred 
5-year-old gelding is 1-for-12 with four sec-
onds and a $40,000 maiden-claiming win in 
October. Last of 12 on the turf here July 21 
after finishing second in a similar race at Bel-
mont in June. “It’s tough for him. He’s maybe 
not quite good enough for the New York-bred 
allowance, but the claiming races are not easy. 
They’re tough races. He’s kind of in a tricky 
spot.”

The Institute. Colt by Into Mischief out of 
$777,810 earner and Grade 1 winner Princess 
Violet, Schwartz homebred is on a similar 
schedule to the other DePaz 2-year-olds and 
looking for a race in September. Breezed a 
half-mile from the gate in :49.21 Aug. 8. “He’ll 
probably be ready in September, like a lot of 
them.”

Shalimar Gardens. Three-year-old 
half-sister to The Institute, by Uncle Mo, fin-
ished third (beaten a neck and a nose) in her 
debut at Belmont in May and is aiming for a 
Saratoga start Aug. 15. “She’s one that got 
sick on me, so we got behind. She really wants 
to go farther, but I don’t think she’s ready yet 
to go a mile-and-an-eighth yet, so we’ll give 
her another shorter race. She’s bred to be able 
to compete in open company. She worked to-
day, an easy :49 out in 1:01 and change. She’s 
happy and she’s in good spirits.”

EZ. First of all, it’s not Easy. It’s EZ. Maybe 
not the most well-known DePaz stable resi-
dent but perhaps the most important, the sta-
ble pony’s job can vary from escorting flighty 
2-year-olds to and from the track to taking 
DePaz’s 6-year-old daughter Mila for rides at 
the barn. “He came from Texas. My dad bred 
him and I took him to Ocala when I worked at 
Besilu Stable for Todd and I broke him there. 
He’s been with me since. That was 2010. Mila 
loves him and he’s the best.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 6

Join 
�e Club

thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

http://fasigtipton.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
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BY TOM LAW
Saratoga horses. Everyone wants 

one – from breeders to owners to 
trainers. 

Yearling consignors and sales com-
panies are in on the act, too, and they 
get the chance to present what they 
hope are Saratoga horses – now and 
later – when the oldest Thoroughbred 
auction in North America kicks off 
tonight inside Fasig-Tipton’s Hum-
phrey S. Finney Sales Pavilion on East 
Avenue. 

The 100th Saratoga Sale begins at 
6:30 p.m. with Hips 1 to 110 going 
through the ring. Hips 111 to 210 sell 
Tuesday evening. 

The Saratoga Sale, like just about 
everything else in and around town 

related to the Thoroughbred indus-
try, returns after a one-year hiatus 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Fasig-Tipton filled the void with the 
Select Yearling Showcase in Septem-
ber, a combination of its July select, 
Saratoga select and Saratoga New 
York-bred sales at the company head-
quarters in Lexington, Ky. The sale 
served its purpose, breeders were able 
to market and sell their crops and 
Fasig-Tipton generated revenue from 
the $61,765,000 produced by the 348 
yearlings that sold. But there’s noth-
ing like Saratoga.

“Two thousand twenty was a year 
none of us will forget and we’re just 
thankful we were able to defer the Tod Marks

The yearlings (including Hip 92 at Lane’s End) are showing, and the bids will be flying.

Century Mark
Fasig-Tipton celebrates 100th 
Saratoga sale with high hopes

Continued On Page 10 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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An historic sale calls for 
an historic sire.

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/stallions/into-mischief/
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100th anniversary and couldn’t be 
any more excited about this year’s 
sale,” Boyd Browning Jr., Fasig-Tip-
ton’s president and chief executive of-
ficer said outside the sales office just 
after lunchtime Sunday. 

Activity on the sales grounds was 
busy all weekend, including into the 
afternoon Sunday when some late ar-
rivals to the area started their inspec-
tions. 

Francis Vanlangendonck, who 
made his first trip to Saratoga in 1978 
working for a seller from his native 
Louisiana, took a short break from 
showing under the shade of his porch 
at the end of Barn 2 while the post 
parade for the fourth race down the 
street at Saratoga Race Course got 
underway.

“Activity is strong,” said Vanlan-
gendonck, who with his wife Barbara 
run Summerfield. “We’ve had a lot of 
people coming and looking. In fact, I 
had people come by this morning that 
hadn’t even looked yet at my horses. 
So they’re still coming in. It’s not a 
huge sale so they can get it done fairly 
quickly. Most people have a certain 
kind of horse they want. The ones 
that have to look at everything have 
already done that. But the people that 
cherry pick it, they’re just coming in.”

Carrie and Craig Brogden, selling 
four yearlings through their Machmer 
Hall Sales, also saw plenty of traffic 
under the shade of the tall maple trees 
between Barns 4 and 5. 

“People feel very good, glad to see 
people,” Carrie Brogden said. “Lots 
of hugs, everyone glad to be back 
around. You go the racetrack and it’s 
absolutely packed. People are appre-
ciating life a little bit more.

“We have four horses and all of 
them have their fans. We have some 
big two-turn types . . . All four of ours 
are getting plenty of attention. I’m not 
going into it thinking we have some 
half-million dollar horse but going 
in there thinking relative to stud fees 
and sires that things will work out 
fine. All four of ours should pass the 
vets and that’s important. You can’t 
really bring a non-vetter to Saratoga. 
That would be a lot tougher.” 

The buyers coming to town are 
looking for those Saratoga horses that 
can be Saturday horses anywhere, 
running and winning in graded and 
group stakes all over the world. 

Fasig-Tipton and the consignors 
try to put those types in front of the 
buyers and quite often do just that. 
The list of graduates reads like a 
who’s who of stars in the U.S. and 
abroad, from American Grade 1 win-
ner Avenge and Japanese millionaire 
A Shin Forward to dual continent 
Grade/Group 1 winner Zoman. 

Sale –
 Continued from page 8

Continued On Page 12 

Tod Marks
Two Mill Ridge yearlings say good morning.

https://www.realtor.com/realestateteam/the-goodridge-team_saratoga-springs_12866_3831363
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eclipsetbpartners.com /eclipsetbp @eclipsetbp

To learn about joining an Eclipse racing partnership, contact:

Aron Wellman
(310) 968 - 9559
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920 - 9005
Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com
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Thank you to all of our loyal racing partners who always BELIEVE BIG!
Honoring Tradition. Inspiring Innovation. Making History.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

Jacob West
(859) 381-7736
Jacob@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920-9005
Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com

Aron Wellman
(310) 968-9559
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Click to learn about  Eclipse racing partnerships or contact:

BIG DAYS, BIG WINS
CON LIMA takes yesterday's  

$700,000 Saratoga Oaks-G3

Get Involved with ECLIPSE at  
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga This Week!
14 Horses purchased in  
9 years, including: 
Classic Winner TAPWRIT
Breeders' Cup winner SHARING 
and G1 SW VALIANCE

There’s a reason our racing partners   

BELIEVE BIG! 

CELEBRATINGCELEBRATING10CELEBRATING10CELEBRATING YEARS

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/
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Five Belmont Stakes winners have 
passed through the Saratoga sales 
ring since 2007, including 2015 Tri-
ple Crown winner and recent Hall of 
Fame inductee American Pharoah. 

Other recent graduates include 
champions Tepin and Rushing Fall, 
Bolt d’Oro, Known Agenda, United, 
Valiance, Saint Liam, Songbird, Stellar 
Wind and Vindication. They’re joined 
by the stalwart graduates of the sale 
who also became breed-shapers, the 
likes of Bull Lea, Danzig, Hoist The 
Flag, Miswaki, Raise A Native and 
Unbridled’s Song to name just a few. 

The small size of the catalog, re-
duced by 18 scratches through Sun-
day, allows potential buyers to look 
at the yearlings on the grounds once, 
twice, three times or even more. That 
opens the door for buyers to fall for a 
certain type of yearling, or on the flip 
side to fixate on any potential flaws. 

Buyers can be picky at times, but 
when the consignors and Fasig-Tip-
ton’s team bolstered by the lessons 
learned from the late Bill Graves and 
Dennis Lynch conduct their spring-
time inspections they’re often left 
with horses that bring top dollar. Sim-
ply put, the right horse in the ring will 
bring plenty of money. 

The 2019 sale proved that, with 
135 yearlings sold for a record average 
price of $411,459 and record median 
of $350,000. Four yearlings sold for 
seven figures, including eventual Grade 
3 Dwyer winner First Captain for $1.5 
million and Santa Anita debut maiden 
winner Flightline for $1 million. 

West Point Thoroughbreds was in-
volved in the purchase of both colts 
and their representatives were on the 
sales grounds over the weekend along 
with bloodstock agents and trainers 
and teams from powerful Coolmore 
and Godolphin operations. 

“You never count your chickens 
before they hatch and you always 
worry and want to do everything you 
possibly can but it certainly has the 
feeling of being an energetic, well sup-
ported, strong sale,” Browning said. 
“And we’re not going to see craziness 
and have 40 horses sell for seven fig-
ures or anything like that. But we’re 
going to see enthusiastic bidding on 
an awful lot of horses and pretty sig-
nificant competition for most of the 
horses. 

That competition was also on dis-
play at the last Saratoga sale in 2019, 
when 11 yearlings sold at prices be-
tween $750,000 and $950,000 and 
26 sold at prices between $500,000 
and $725,000. Fasig-Tipton report-
ed total sales of $55,547,000 in 
2019, down 11.5 percent from the 

$62,794,000, but the number 
of yearlings sold decreased 
20.6 percent. 

“The one thing we’ve taken 
pride in and hopefully will al-
ways take pride in is the quali-
ty of horses we put on the sales 
grounds. That’s where it be-
gins,” Browning said. “Being 
able to recruit and select and 
identify the horses we think fit 
in this sale. Fortunately, buy-
ers have come to expect a very 
high standard of horses on the 
sales grounds. 

“Internally we’ve made an 
enormous amount of effort to 
make sure we identify and se-
lect the right horses. That’s not 
always easy. The hardest thing 
to do is turn down a horse that 
just misses. It might be one 
with nice pedigree and it just 
toes out a little too much, or 
is not quite big enough, but 
we’ve got an obligation to tell 
that person the truth that we 
don’t think the horse fits.”

Sale –
 Continued from page 10

Tod Marks
Hip 88 was ready for this closeup.

https://gainesway.com/sales/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=Sales&utm_content=FTSAUGGrads
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T U RN - KE Y KE N T U CKY H O RSE  F A RM
A V A I LA B LE  F O R PU RCH A SE  

Tom Biederman 
Broker 
859.312.0606

Tom Biederman 859.277.2030
1076 Wellington Way

Lexington, KY 40513
BIEDERMANREALESTATE.COM

• 215 +/- acres with outstanding improvements & functionality

• Classic 5,475 sqft Main Residence with �rst �oor primary suite, landscaped 

gardens, in excellent condition

• Beautiful imported English glass & frame Greenhouse with stone accents

• Yearling Complex with 40 stalls in 3 barns, covered roundpen, covered 

Equigym, beautifully landscaped yearling show area, double fenced 

yearling exercise/walking track 

• Broodmare/foaling barn with Lucas stall equipment, large laboratory/warm 

room  

• Additional Broodmare Barn with 10 stalls, large feed/warm room, two 

60'x40' lighted run-in sheds

• A contained o�ce & maintenance/equipment area with separate hay/

bedding storage building, 90'x52' 4-bay shop, 60'x90' equipment/vehicle 

storage

• Charming o�ce with guest quarters

• 17 plank fenced paddocks, 6 large �elds, excellent soils

• Manager residence with nearly 3,000 sqft, 3BR/3BA

• Adjacent to divisions of Lanes End & Coolmore. 10 minutes to KY Horse Park

5582 MT . H O RE B  PI KE , SI E RRA  F A RM, LE X I N GT O N , KE N T U CKY 

New 

Price

https://biedermanrealestate.com/
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BY IV HENDRIX
This time last year, no horse vans 

lined up on East Avenue. No wide-
eyed yearlings chomped chiffneys as 
they descended from loading chutes 
on the corner of East and George. 
Nobody read coffee-stained copies 
of The Special on snack bar tables. 
Not a single agent thumbed through 
a dog-eared catalog.

Consignors didn’t pace up and 
down their shedrows and night 
watchmen had no rounds to make. 
Not a single stall was bedded, lead 
shank oiled or walking path raked. 

No one uttered, “Good physical,” 
“He’s a half to…,” or “She ticks all 

the boxes.” The once-a-year catch-
ups, the re-told stories and the make-
or-break moments didn’t happen.

But last August, consignors felt the 
same anxiety, trepidation and uncer-
tainty that usually fills Fasig-Tipton’s 
Saratoga sale grounds. Just not the 
excitement. 

“You were thinking, ‘Please let us 
sell our horses so we can live anoth-
er year,’” said Jay Goodwin of Eaton 
Sales. “This is our product. This is 
our living. If we don’t sell horses, we 
don’t make a living.”

But at Fasig-Tipton headquarters 
in Lexington, Boyd Browning Jr. Tod Marks

Hip 108 sells near the end of tonight’s session.

Sellers ready
for a return

Saratoga sales grounds busy again

Continued On Page 16 

http://www.eddiewoods.com/


15MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021 THE SARATOGA SPECIAL

365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R
Racing Season In Saratoga!

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R

C A T E R I N G S A R A T O G A ’ S  F A R M  T O  T A B L E  S T E A K H O U S E

SALT CHARSALT CHAR

https://theadelphihotel.com/
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Tod Marks
Denali sells Hip 61 tonight.

and his team went to work. Brown-
ing, who leads the country’s oldest 
Thoroughbred auction house, made 
a commitment to consignors in the 
midst of a global pandemic – yearling 
sales would not become another red 
X on the Covid-ravaged calendar. 

While Browning made good on 
the promise, Saratoga was out of the 
question. 

Travel from Kentucky was risky 
at best and hazardous at worst. So 
Fasig-Tipton combined its July se-
lect, Saratoga select and Saratoga 
New York-bred sales into the Selected 
Yearling Showcase held at their New-
town Paddocks facility in Lexington 
in September. 

“When you have adversity, you 
have a few choices,” Browning said. 
“We said ‘it’s time to quit pouting 
and get our asses to work to make the 
Showcase the best it could be under 
the circumstances.’ That’s where our 
focus was.”

While the sale was a success, the 
auction house and consignors agreed: 

There’s no place like Saratoga in Au-
gust.

“There’s not a better feeling. The 
overall mood is unreal,” Goodwin 
said. “Seeing people who love horse 
racing, a packed crowd at the races, 
I can’t even put into words what it 
means to see that again.”

Yearlings filed into consignors’ 
shedrows in preparation for the 
100th edition of the Saratoga Sale 
Thursday morning. Since 1917, race-
track legends, breed-shaping sires and 
Triple Crown winners have passed 
through the Saratoga sales grounds. 
Man o’ War sold in Saratoga in 1917 
when the auction was conducted at 
the racetrack. Leading sire Danzig 
sold here in 1978. Triple Crown win-
ner American Pharoah was offered in 
2013. 

Horsemen took time to share cof-
fee, tell stories, talk stock and soak up 
some Saratoga Friday morning. 

Mark Taylor, clipboard in hand, 
talked about the return as grooms 
bedded down the Taylor Made Sales 
consignment. 

“I’ve been coming up my entire 
life,” Taylor said. “My dad was the 

Selling –
 Continued from page 14

Continued On Page 18 

https://hubs.ly/H0sDv-C0
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http://www.brownadvisory.com/
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PLAY LIKE
THE PROS

Visit us at

today to claim your FREE WEEK!

EquinEdge.com

No credit card or commitment required.

Tod Marks
Hip 17 works on his posing.

general manager at Gainesway for 
40 years, so I would always come up 
with him. We’ve been coming up as 
Taylor Made since 1985. Thirty-six 
years – we’ve been here over a third 
as long as Fasig-Tipton’s been doing 
it – that’s a lot of memories.

“We’ve sold horses like Vindica-
tion, Rushing Fall and Bast a couple 
years ago. We had American Pharoah 
up here as a yearling. Pioneerof The 
Nile didn’t really have a lot of 2-year-
old winners at the time, so everyone 
was kind of lukewarm on him, but he 
had a great physical. Looking back, 
we had a Triple Crown winner here in 
our midst. It’s humbling.”

Taylor Made’s 21-horse consign-
ment is the largest in the 2021 sale. 
Leading sires Curlin, Into Mischief, 
Uncle Mo and Candy Ride are repre-
sented, but in a business that requires 
a sharp eye and forward thinking, 
Taylor is already looking for the next 
hot stallion.

“What we try to bring up here are 
really good conformation horses re-

gardless of sire power,” he said. “On 
the high end, we’ve got a couple of 
Curlin fillies that are really nice. But 
we have an Army Mule, too. We ha-
ven’t sold many Army Mules yet, but 
this one has a very nice pedigree and 
a beautiful physical that looks like a 
runner. I haven’t seen a lot of Army 
Mules, but if he’s throwing horses 
that look like this …” 

Army Mule is one of nine first-crop 
yearling sires represented at the Sara-
toga sale. 

The son of Friesian Fire, who 
stands at Hill ‘n’ Dale Farm, has 
three yearlings entered. Bolt d’Oro, 
a Medaglia d’Oro son who sold for 
$630,000 at the Saratoga Sale in 
2016, has the most of any first-crop 
yearling sire, with 12. 

Triple Crown winner Justify is next 
with 10, while Curlin’s champion son 
Good Magic has nine and City Of 
Light has seven. 

Leading 2021 freshman sire Gun 
Runner, the sire of Saturday’s Grade 
2 Best Pal winner Pappacap and Sun-
day’s Adirondack winner Wicked 
Halo, has two yearlings in the cata-
log. 

Selling –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 20 

https://equinedge.com/
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Home of the 
NO-EXPENSE Claim

� oroughbred Racing Partnerships

Race Horse Ownership o� ers so much 
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

“The City Of Lights have been su-
per consistent,” Allaire Ryan, Lane’s 
End sales director, said as she ges-
tured toward Hip 154, a City Of 
Light filly out of the A.P. Indy mare 
Modesty Blaise. “Their disposition, 
their demeanors, it’s all class. When 
they come out, they’re business-mind-
ed. They’re just noticeable.”

Other first-crop yearling sires in-
clude champion West Coast, Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile Turf winner Men-
delssohn, Oscar Performance and Mo 
Town.

“We’ve got two really good Jus-
tifys,” Goodwin said. “The Justifys 
look a lot like he does, and he’s throw-
ing that. We’ve got two Pioneerof The 
Niles, a couple Into Mischiefs. You’ve 
got come with the right stuff.”

Leading sire Into Mischief, who 
stands at Spendthrift Farm in Lexing-
ton, Ky., for $225,000, has 18 year-
lings in the catalog, followed by Ash-
ford Stud’s Uncle Mo with 15.

But business wasn’t the only thing 
on consignors’ minds. If an event is 
worth attending, chances are uninvit-
ed guests will show up. Denali Stud’s 
Craig Bandoroff remembered when 
the horse sale version of a wedding 
crasher disrupted the sale.

“I don’t remember what year it 
was, but one of our horses was in 
the ring and there was a guy sitting 
up front who opened the bidding at 
$1 million,” Bandoroff said. “We all 
looked at each other and said ‘This 
probably isn’t legitimate.’

“They take the bid, I’m in a pan-
ic, and the guy gets up and runs out 
of the pavilion. We had to all put our 
heads together to figure out what to 
do. We knew the guy who wanted to 
buy the horse, and I had to convince 
him that everything was OK. So, we 
brought the horse back and got the 
horse sold.”

While consignors revved up for 
what they hope will be a lucrative 
week, Goodwin summed up the feel-
ings of his colleagues, and many more 
associated with the business: “This is 
the greatest week of our year.”

Selling –
 Continued from page 18

Boots on the ground & eyes on yearlings.
We’ll find you a racehorse.

(859) 312-3414
kirkwoodstables.com

Pinhooking Partnerships • 2-year-olds  in training sales 
Yearling to 2-year-old prep

Made in Camden, South Carolina’s Thoroughbred Country
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https://infrontracingstables.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McN_StK--vE
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BY IV HENDRIX
Susan Foreman hitched up her 

truck and trailer and left her Tot-
tenham, Ontario, farm Wednesday 
morning. 

Destination: Saratoga. 
The Canadian consignor, who op-

erates Susan Y. Foreman Thorough-
breds, is a veteran of the breeding and 
sales business, but she’s a first timer 
at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga selected 
yearling sale. She sells her one-horse 
consignment – Hip 22, a filly by 
Medaglia d’Oro – in tonight’s open-
ing session. 

“We prep for (Fasig-Tipton) July 
and October, Keeneland Septem-
ber and I’ve had four sale toppers at 
(the Canadian Premier yearling sale) 
Woodbine,” Foreman said from a 
director’s chair outside her shedrow 
Sunday morning. “I’ve been doing 

this since the mid-1990s, but this is 
my first time selling at Saratoga.” 

Foreman, who foals mares and 
consigns horses primarily for Canadi-
an owners, got her start in the busi-
ness due to a big vote of confidence 
from a former employer in 1985. 

“I was in show horses – hunters, 
jumpers and equitation – I coached 
extensively and showed young stock 
on the line,” she said. “When I was 
21, the owner of the farm where I was 
riding and coaching sent me down to 
the Woodbine sale with $150,000 to 
go and pick out what I wanted.”

Foreman felt like she was swinging 
for the fences at the time, but she hit 
a home run her first time at the plate.

“I bought a colt for $40,000, 
which was a lot of money at that 

New Face
Foreman makes Saratoga debut

Continued On Page 24 

Tod Marks
Hip 22, a Medaglia d’Oro filly and a half-sister to graded stakes winner Flameaway, rep-
resents new-to-Saratoga consignor Susan Foreman.

https://newvocations.org/
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859.873.7053
www.threechimneys.com

@ three_chimneys
BUY

TRUE
Congratulations to Wicked Halo’s connections

Owner/Breeder Winchell �oroughbreds LLC and Trainer Steven Asmussen.

ONE SERIOUS RACEHORSE ... 
ONE SERIOUS YOUNG SIRE

Wicked Halo put in one of the most memorable performances 

in the 45-year history of the Grade 2 Adirondack Stakes 

at Saratoga with a dominant and gutsy 3 1/2-length romp 

through sizzling fractions of :21.45 and :44.80.

https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
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time,” she said of Time Lap. “He 
went on to be a stakes horse. The 
ball started to roll from there. It 
kind of looked like an interesting 
part of the game of horses to get 
into.”

In 1998, Foreman purchased 
a weanling by Unbridled out of two-
time champion and 1985 Breeders’ 
Cup Distaff winner Life’s Magic. 
While the colt’s breeding was impec-
cable, Foreman remembers his small 
size deterred other buyers. So again, 
she took a chance.

“I set a pinhooking record that 
year,” she said. “I took a colt (who 
would later be named King Bridle) 
bought for $3,000 as a weanling and 
sold him as a $200,000 yearling.” 

Foreman, a hands on, ship-your-
own-horse person, hopes for success 
in her Saratoga debut.

“This year, it’s really hard to cross 
the border with Covid,” said Fore-
man, a native of Orangeville, Ontar-
io. “It’s a lot of paperwork. I actually 
hauled this filly myself because it’s 

easier to do the paperwork and go 
through the commercial lane with a 
truck and trailer.”

The thought of a Saratoga con-
signment started when longtime client 
Deborah Holmes of British Columbia 
sent Foreman a Medaglia d’Oro filly 
out of the stakes-producing Fusaic-
hi Pegasus mare Vulcan Rose. Client 
and consignor had one goal: Go to 
Saratoga. 

“Deborah honored me by giving 
me this filly and we had her inspect-
ed in Kentucky because that’s where 
she foaled,” Foreman said of the fil-
ly, a half-sister to Grade 2 winner 
Flameaway (Scat Daddy). “It was a 
no brainer to bring her to this sale, 
with the pedigree that she has, it was 
my dream to be here and I think I 
brought a dream filly.”

Foreman –
 Continued from page 22

For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

Paramount Sales etc….

A Dozen of the Best...
For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

paramount@paramountsales.net

https://www.waltandwhitmanbrewing.com/
https://paramountsales.net/
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859.873.7053
www.threechimneys.com

@ three_chimneys

LGB, LLC 2021 / Benoit Photo

BUY
TRUE

DIVISIONAL DOMINANCE 
FROM COAST TO COAST

A day before Wicked Halo’s impressive win in the 
Adirondack (G2) in Saratoga, Pappacap remained 

undefeated with a facile 4 3/4 length victory 
in the Grade 2 Best Pal at Del Mar.

Congratulations to Pappacap’s connections
Owner/Breeder Rustlewood Farm, Inc. 
and Hall of Fame Trainer Mark Casse.

https://www.threechimneys.com/horse/gun-runner/
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This is a gorgeous working farm with a training track 
less than 30 minutes from Keeneland. The farm sports 
69 lovely stalls in 3 barns, a lovely 2,650 square foot 

manager’s house, covered round pen, dirt training 
track, turf gallop, and 10 paddocks. The 97 acres 

has gently rolling fields and beautiful vistas with a 
few stately trees. The property has 20 platted and 

recorded lots if you want to develop the farm in the 
future or get a large tax write off by donating the lots. 

$1,500,000

1366 Millersburg Road, Paris, KY 
The Grange is an 1812 Federal style brick home  
w/exceptional details, 14’ ceilings, original ash 

floors, 7 FRPL’s, detailed millwork & year-round 
sun porch spans the width of the home, plus 4-car 

GAR. A circa 1799 brick barn on 33 AC plus a 
springhouse, brick cabin w/kitch & BA are  

character points that put this home on the National 
Register of Historic Places. House has extensive 

updates including remodeled gourmet kitchen   
w/vaulted ceiling. Geothermal heating &  

cooling added to the home! The farm features level 
land w/a gentle roll, gorgeous old trees, paved & 

treelined driveway, and a great setting.  $1,290,000

487 Carrick Pike, Georgetown, KY 
A spectacular barn, on a prime horse property, and a great location! 

This small breeding operation was home to 7 grade 1 winners 
including Dortmund, Flower Alley, Dullahan, Hysterical Lady. The 
main barn features interior courtyard, shedrow w/huge windows, 34 

stalls, office, 3 apartments, hay storage, 2 wash stalls, & multiple feed 
rooms/tackrooms/storage areas. Next to main barn is a European style 

covered walker. The Stallion barn has 4 add stalls & another apartment. 
The main house features one floor living & is situated in the middle 

of the farm with 2 en-suite bedrooms. The farm also has a base for an 
outdoor ring, double fenced paddocks, automatic waters, a gorgeous 

building site overlooking a 
lake. All development rights 
are sold with the property.   

$2,995,000

4487 Louisville Rd, 
Salvisa, KY 

CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S FINEST HORSE FARMS
Hill & Regan Parker (859) 608-8039

www.LexHorseFarms.com
“Real Horse People helping Real Horse People”

BY SEAN CLANCY 
Flavien Prat gave away his first pair of goggles in the win-

ner’s circle. He handed out his last pair before he walked out 
of the clubhouse. He stopped for a photo with three boys, 
waited for the youngest to get in the middle. He signed a 
dog-eared program, four letters, Prat, scribbled with a pen 
running out of ink. Then the 29-year-old French-born jock-
ey looked up and around as fans swirled through the final 
minutes of a Sunday closeout. 

“Just to get the opportunity to come on a weekend like 
this is pretty huge,” Prat said of a rare weekend out of Cal-
ifornia. “I’m riding for top trainers and I’m always grateful 
for that. I try to get the best out of it.” Tod Marks

Con Lima reaches for the finish line in Sunday’s Saratoga Oaks.

Prat Out 
Jockey caps big weekend 
with front-running jaunt
with Pletcher’s Con Lima 

SARATOGA OAKS STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 28 

http://www.lexhorsefarms.com/
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Traditions. . .
The Maryland Horse Breeders Association, 

established in 1929, congratulates  
the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale 

on their 100th renewal.
Our breeders have supported you since the beginning–
as well as our flagship publication Maryland Horse, 

with our first editor, Humphrey Finney. 
MarylandThoroughbred.com

https://marylandthoroughbred.com/cms/
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Saratoga Product Spotlight!HAGYARD’S

Danielle Bricker
Thoroughbred Racing Specialist 
dbricker@hagyard.com
631.560.3755

Call Hagyard or your sales 
rep and mention promo code 
2021Saratoga

AUGUST 12TH –18TH

This Week Only! Buy 3 gallons of 
IronXCell, and get 1 gallon FREE! 

 And don’t forget, now thru August 31…
Save 15% on each case of RelyteHA! Plus save
10% on each order of Repair!

73163_Hagyard_Saratoga_Ads_August_v4.indd   4 7/27/21   12:11 PM

Three stakes wins in three days, culmi-
nating with a front-running gem aboard 
Con Lima in the Grade 3 Saratoga Oaks, 
worth $700,000, on his first trip here 
this summer – yeah, that’s getting the 
best out of it. 

Aboard Con Lima for the third con-
secutive time, Prat hammered the race 
shut with a definitive move to the front. 
She did the rest, skipping to a three-quar-
ters of a length win over Irish-breds 
Higher Truth and Creative Flair. Owned 
by Eclipse Thoroughbred Partners, Jo-
seph Graffeo, Del Toro, Eric Nikolaus 
and Troy Johnson, Con Lima earned her 
seventh win in her 13th start to push her 
earnings to $884,865. Trained by Todd 
Pletcher, the Texas-bred daughter of 
Commissioner finished 1 3/16 miles in 
1:54.42 over the firm turf. 

“When I hit the first turn, I was traveling real-
ly well, she was relaxed, she wasn’t pulling me, I 
felt pretty comfortable. She likes to be forwardly 
placed and she’s getting much better at getting her-
self to relax. That’s the main point,” Prat said. “I 
was just trying to get her to relax. She can be a little 
keen. If you let her, she’ll do quite more than you 

want. I just try not to fight her. I got her ready to 
kick and she was ready to kick.”

Prat collected the Grade 2 National Museum of 
Racing Hall of Fame with Public Sector for Chad 
Brown Friday. Saturday, he rode four races, win-
ning the Fasig-Tipton Lure with Flavius for Brown. 
Sunday, he finished second on Consumer Spending 
in the second and seven races later won the Sara-

toga Oaks for his 33rd stakes win of 
the year. 

“Growing up, I didn’t have much 
clue about which racetrack was big 
and not big. I knew a lot more about 
Santa Anita than Saratoga,” Prat said. 
“I know it’s one of the oldest race-
tracks in the States and the world. It’s 
always an honor to ride here on big 
weekends like this. It’s what you work 
for. Sometimes, it doesn’t happen. I’m 
fortunate I get the opportunity to ride 
great horses and ride against the best 
riders in the world. It’s fun.”

No one had more fun than Con 
Lima. 

Sent off the tepid favorite at 3-1, 
Con Lima broke slightly to the right, 
brushing with Rocky Sky before clear-
ing four inside rivals. As seven jockeys 
took back, Prat took control, allowing 
Con Lima to free wheel to the front, 
swapping to her left lead and pricking 
her ears as she went under the wire. 

By the middle of the first turn, Con Lima led by 1 
1/2 lengths over Gam’s Mission and Higher Truth. 
Irish raider Messidor found a spot in fourth while 
Rocky Sky stayed wide. Plum Ali floated widest of 
all as British raider Creative Flair dropped from 
post seven to the rail. Maryland shipper Out Of 
Sorts settled in last. 

Saratoga Oaks –
 Continued from page 26

Dave Harmon
Flavien Prat salutes Con Lima’s control of Sunday’s Saratoga Oaks.

Continued On Page 30 

https://www.hagyardpharmacy.com/
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Con Lima scampered down the 
backside, order relatively unchanged 
behind her, through a half-mile in 
:50.02 and three-quarters in 1:14.34. 
Midway on the turn, Prat switched 
from tempering Con Lima’s enthu-
siasm to asking for it, lowering his 
body and following her tempo. She 
responded in an instant, cutting the 
corner and opening up on High-
er Truth who had followed her the 
whole way and second choice Cre-
ative Flair who slid out for a seam. 
It didn’t matter about seams at that 
point as Con Lima powered home, 
ignoring an awkward half-step to 
the left inside the sixteenth pole and 
swapping to her left lead about a doz-
en strides before the wire. 

“It unfolded beautifully, she was 
going easy, she pricked her ears. It 
was exactly how we hoped,” Pletch-
er said “She’s got good, natural speed 
and the ability to carry it over a 
route of ground which is key. From 
the American horses, I said we were 
going to be on the lead. There were 

a couple from Europe but leading in 
Europe might be different than here, 
so I wasn’t sure. Our first plan was to 
walk the dog if we could.”

Consider the dog walked and home 
on the porch. 

“That was beautiful,” Eclipse’s 
Aron Wellman said. “Pace makes the 
race.”

And purchases make the stable.
Joseph Graffeo purchased Con 

Lima privately after the dark bay filly 

failed to meet her reserve at $22,000 
at the 2020 OBS March sale. Con-
signor Niall Brennan sent a video 
of the Lisa Kuhlmann-bred filly to 
Graffeo. He liked it enough to send it 
to his partner, Charles Weston.  

“I buy horses in the 20 to 50 range, 
I look for a specific type, we’re pret-
ty picky. You’d think we’d take any-
thing but we don’t,” Graffeo said. “I 
looked at the video, she seems athlet-
ic, she seems fine and she’s going to 
be the right price. I called my partner 
up and said look at this filly. He called 
me back and in his Texas drawl, he 
said, ‘Joseph, pull the trigger.’ ”

Graffeo made the deal and sent the 
filly to Carlos David at Palm Mead-
ows. It didn’t go well. 

“I’ve been around 100 years, when 
she trained the second day, I said, 
‘Oh, boy.’ She didn’t want anybody to 
pass her,” Graffeo said. “You’re try-
ing to train her to run with the other 
horses, it wasn’t going to happen. She 
was unique.”

Con Lima finished second in her 
debut at Gulfstream Park July 11 and 
came right back to win July 31. That’s 
when Eclipse called. 

Saratoga Oaks –
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Tod Marks
Con Lima makes her point and takes an early lead in the Saratoga Oaks.

https://www.margauxfarm.com/
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“I did a little research and Eclipse 
came up very strong,” Graffeo said. 
“It was a fast deal, they didn’t fight 
with me at all. I said, ‘Here’s a price, 
we want to stay in for 25 percent.’ It 
was done. Then they said she’s going 
to Todd Pletcher. No offence to Car-
los David but it’s Todd Pletcher.”

Con Lima arrived at Pletcher’s barn 
in Saratoga and the learning curve be-
gan again, for horse and trainer. 

“We have a routine where we 
line the horses up, check them and 
jog them,” Pletcher said. “She really 
didn’t want a part of that to begin 
with, we work around her a little bit. 
It’s paid off, she’s gotten more and 
more mature and more and more pro-
fessional at the races.”

For Pletcher, Con Lima finished 
second in the off-the-turf P.G. John-
son and again in the off-the turf Our 
Dear Peg back at Gulfstream. Intro-
duced to the turf in her next start, 
Con Lima won in a front-running 
romp and she’s been strong ever since, 
winning five stakes, including three 

Grade 3 stakes. 
As for Pletcher, inducted in the 

Hall of Fame Friday, it was a magical 
end to a monumental week. 

“It’s been a full week. A full week. 
I’m really excited about it and also 
happy that it’s behind us,” Pletch-
er said. “A lot of memories, when 
you’re thinking about what you want 
to say, you reflect on so many hors-

es and owners and people who have 
been a part of that 25 years, so you 
think about those things. As I said it’s 
impossible to list them all or mention 
them all or thank them all, publicly. 
I still haven’t fully absorbed it or re-
flected on it.”

Asked why he made it, why he’s 
smashed every record and was a 
first-ballot Hall of Famer, the 54-year-

old Texan tried to deflect it.
“Got lucky, I guess…” Pletcher 

said. 
He knew that wasn’t jiving. 
“I don’t know,” he continued. 

“Try to stay focused and work hard. 
You try to take care of your horses. 
Obviously, you’ve got to have some 
ability and then you have people give 
you horses that are good enough to 
perform well.”

Again, a pause and then Pletcher 
offered more insight into what makes 
him tick, thinking back to a television 
special he watched on Hall of Famer 
Jerry Rice, arguably, the greatest wide 
receiver to play the game.

“Jerry Rice said, ‘I would go into 
practice every day thinking I was los-
ing my job.’ They interviewed Deion 
Sanders about him and he said he 
goes back two days after they win the 
Super Bowl and everybody’s clearing 
out their lockers and he hears stuff 
going on outside. He walks out there 
and here’s Jerry Rice running drills,” 
Pletcher said. 

“You’ve got to look at it like that. 
Every day is a new one. I look at it 
more from that angle than I do from a 
confidence angle. Fear of failure may-
be.”

Saratoga Oaks –
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Tod Marks
Todd Pletcher watches Con Lima leave the winner’s circle after the Saratoga Oaks.
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The Top Ten NY-Bred Money Earners of 2020
Previously Sold at Auction as Yearlings:

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174
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BY TOM LAW
Ron Winchell just missed Steve Asmussen’s re-

cord-breaking win Saturday. 
About 20 minutes late to see the Hall of Fame 

conditioner take sole possession of the North 
American record for training wins, Winchell didn’t 
miss another chance to witness an important victo-
ry Sunday at Saratoga Race Course. 

“I was trying to get here. I flew in and just got 
a little behind. I missed it by like 20 minutes,” 
Winchell said. “I had a wedding to go to the night 
before in Cancun, then I had to go through customs 
and over here. Barely missed it. But I was there 
right after.”

And there for his homebred Gun Runner fil- Tod Marks
Wicked Halo (gray) pulls away in the stretch of Sunday’s Adirondack.

Double 7s
Filly Wicked Halo 
speeds to Gr. 2 score

ADIRONDACK STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 36 
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A job well done, a name you can rely on.
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ST. MATTHEWS, SC  •  OFFICE: 803.655.5738  •  EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM

MASTERING THE ART
OF PRODUCING STAKES HORSES

GRADED STAKES WINNER
& TRAVIS DURR GRADUATE
ART COLLECTOR

wins the Alydar Stakes
Aug. 6th at Saratoga

TRAINER: BILL MOTT
OWNER: BRUCE LUNSFORD
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36 MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021THE SARATOGA SPECIAL

ly Wicked Halo, who battled on the 
lead early and pulled away late to em-
ulate her mother and win the co-fea-
tured Grade 2 Adirondack Stakes. 
Bred by Winchell Thoroughbreds 
and the second foal out of the Tapit 
mare Just Wicked, who won the 2015 
Adirondack, Wicked Halo won by 3 
½ lengths over 16-1 longshot Inter-
statedaydream with 36-1 Saucy Lady 
T third in the field of nine. Ridden 
by Jose Ortiz, Wicked Halo won in 
1:17.99 after setting sharp fractions 
early. 

“She looked great,” Winchell said. 
“I thought she was going really fast – 
maybe she was going too fast – but she 
started pulling away in the stretch.”

Wicked Halo added another win to 
Gun Runner’s ledger and joined Pap-
pa Cap, who ripped apart the field for 
the Grade 2 Best Pal at Del Mar Sat-
urday, as the freshman sire’s first two 
graded stakes winners. 

“The Gun Runner part, the home-
bred part, all the stuff you dream 
about when you have a great horse,” 
said Winchell, who campaigned 2017 
Horse of the Year and champion 

older male Gun Runner with Three 
Chimneys Farm. “Gun Runner has 
been super impressive. The winner 
at Del Mar, in the Best Pal yesterday, 
and now the winner of this race, both 
pretty impressive.”

Asmussen, who passed Dale Baird 
as North America’s leading trainer by 
wins Saturday with Winchell’s and L 
and N Racing’s 2-year-old Tapit colt 
Stellar Tap, knows better than anyone 
what Gun Runner could accomplish.

He trained the son of Candy Ride to 
12 wins in 19 starts and $15,988,500 
– a total aided by scores in the 2017 
Breeders’ Cup Classic and 2018 Pega-
sus World Cup before he entered stud 
at Three Chimneys Farm in Kentucky. 
And he trains plenty of his offspring, 
including several off his parent’s Lare-
do, Texas-based training center that’s 
been the launchpad for countless stars 
in Asmussen’s name. 

“Every single one of them I have 
will be better when they’re older,” As-
mussen said. “And they’re awesome 
right now. It’s crazy. We obviously are 
all in on Gun Runner going in. Every-
thing you did with them they did bet-
ter. They do their work, they eat and 
the grow and get better. The results 
are amazing, they truly are.”

Adirondack –
 Continued from page 34
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Tod Marks
Owner Ron Winchell leads Wicked Halo into the winner’s circle.
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Wicked Halo came into the $200,000 Adirondack off 
a third in the Debutante Stakes on closing weekend at 
Churchill Downs in late June. She overcame a bobble at 
the break that day to make the lead under Jose Ortiz, but 
quick fractions of :21.11 and :44.61 took their toll late 
and she finished third behind Behave Virginia and Onthe-
onesandtwos.

Wicked Halo cut a similar pace in the Adirondack, slip-
ping through the inside of Microbiome after the first fur-
long to hit the opening quarter-mile in :21.55. 

“In these 2-year-old stakes races there’s going to be 
pace because a lot of them break their maiden wire-to-
wire or are just sitting off it,” Ortzi said. “A lot of times, 
the pace is going to be hot in races like this, and it was hot 
this time.”

Microbiome, a winner here Opening Day and the 5-2 
second choice for Tom Amoss, and jockey Tyler Gaffali-

one led early before hounding Wicked Halo up the back-
stretch and around the far turn.

Wicked Halo clicked off a half in :44.80, holding a slim 
lead over Microbiome turning into the lane before putting 
that foe away in the upper stretch. Interstatedaydream 
picked up the pieces down the inside late while Saucy 
Lady T came wide for her run. Neither threatened Wicked 
Halo, who won her debut at Lone Star Park June 5. 

“That’s Saratoga tough,” Asmussen said of the early 
pace. “The filly on the outside outbroke her a bit, they 
ride aggressively here and horses either respond or you 
get beat. And she responded. For a 2-year-old filly, just the 
way she acted prerace and off hard races it’s a level of class 
that is hard to come by.”

Asmussen trained Just Wicked into her 3-year-old sea-
son before she was retired after a sixth in the Grade 3 
Iowa Oaks. He also trained her dam, the stakes-winning 
Harlan’s Holiday daughter Wicked Deed who was pur-
chased by Winchell for $280,000 at the 2009 Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky July yearling sale. 

 Just Wicked’s first foal, the now 3-year-old Uncle Mo 
filly Second Row Center, sold for $435,000 to PTK LLC at 
the 2019 Keeneland September yearling sale. She’s winless 
in two starts for PTK and trainer Dane Kobiskie, but fin-
ished fourth in an Ellis Park maiden race July 1. She wore 
No. 7 in that race, won by the Asmussen-trained Reinecke. 
Just Wicked wore No. 7 in her Adirondack win and Just 
Wicked’s saddle number wasn’t lost on Winchell when he 
saw the entries come out for the Adirondack Thursday. 

“What was cool about this race was her mother was 
No. 7 when she won it and she’s No. 7,” he said. 

Adirondack –
 Continued from page 36
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Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS....................... 1ST
Mike Maker ............................... 16
Chad Brown .............................. 14
Steve Asmussen ....................... 11
Todd Pletcher ............................ 11
Brad Cox ..................................... 9
Christophe Clement..................... 8
Bill Mott ...................................... 7
Rob Atras.................................... 6
Robertino Diodoro ...................... 5
Rudy Rodriguez .......................... 5

JOCKEYS ........................ 1ST
Luis Saez................................... 35
Jose Ortiz.................................. 28
Irad Ortiz Jr............................... 26
Joel Rosario.............................. 17
Tyler Gaffalione ......................... 16
Ricardo Santana Jr.................... 12
Jose Lezcano ............................ 10
Dylan Davis ................................. 9
Manny Franco ............................. 9
Javier Castellano ......................... 6

Through Sunday

Tod Marks
Bowling Green winner Cross Border helped 
Mike Maker take the early lead in the Sarato-
ga trainers’ race.

https://www.fairhilletc.com/
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BY PAUL HALLORAN 
Whatever words of wisdom Peter Brant may 

have imparted to Jose Ortiz in the paddock before 
the De La Rose Stakes at Saratoga Race Course 
Sunday, there is no arguing the results.

Ortiz gave Brant’s Regal Glory a masterful ride, 
guiding the 5-year-old mare to a come-from-behind 
win in the race sponsored by Fasig-Tipton, which 
kicks off the Saratoga Select Yearling Sale tonight. 

Regal Glory was fifth at the first call and sixth Dave Harmon
Regal Glory arrives in time in Sunday’s De La Rose.

On T ime 
Arrival

Regal Glory, Ortiz 
navigate narrow rally 

DE LA ROSE STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 41 

ONE HORSE Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

Case Clay didn’t go back too far to find a memorable Keeneland September horse, 
as 2-year-old filly Happy Soul fit the description. Hip 2118, part of the James Her-
bener Jr. consignment last year, came late in the sale and has gone on to win two of 
three starts – including the $150,000 Astoria Stakes at Belmont Park in June. 

“The owner gets the credit. Gayla Rankin was going off video on the app and she sent me 
a short list. She knows what she likes and I was just there to say yes or no. She was $50,000, 
in a later book. Gayla really wanted a Runhappy. I was just there to confirm if she was seeing 
what she thought she was seeing. She was. The filly was real athletic, just a walk that you 
wanted to see. She was real light on her feet and athletic and she’s gone on and done some 
nice things. We’re excited about her.”

HAPPY SOUL, 2020. Case Clay, advisor to owner Gayla Rankin

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 4

https://september.keeneland.com/
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after a half-mile, but a patient Ortiz 
swung her outside at the top of the 
stretch and she easily wore down 
pacesetters Hendy Woods and Shifty 
She, who rounded out the trifecta.

“Jose delivered an outstanding ride 
in several parts of that race,” said 
Brown, whose favored Viadera ran 
fourth. “He made winning decisions. 
He let her run to the turn and get po-
sition and he waited on the far turn, 
not to lose precious ground.”

Brant bought the daughter of 
Animal Kingdom out of the More 
Than Ready mare Mary’s Follies for 
$925,000 at the Keeneland Horses 
of All Ages in January. After a win 
in the listed Plenty of Grace Stakes at 
Aqueduct, Regal Glory ran fourth in 
the Grade 1 Just a Game on Belmont 
Stakes Day, after a very difficult trip.

“She had a really hard time in the 
Just a Game, which was unfortunate 
because she was really primed to run 
a big one and she did,” Brown said. 
“It just didn’t work out for her. We 
decided to regroup and get her up to 
Saratoga and hope we get a better trip 
with an eye on getting a Grade 1 win 
under her belt this year.”

Viadera closed 2020 on a 3-race 
winning streak, including the Grade 1 

Matriarch at Del Mar, and was sent 
off as the 6-5 favorite. She was last 
up the backstretch, encountered trou-
ble at the three-sixteenths mark, went 
wide in the stretch and closed to fill 
out the superfecta.

“She had a rough trip for her first 
time back. It happens sometimes 
when you have a late-running horse 
like that,” Brown said. “She got start-
ed a lot later than we had hoped this 
year. Now that she has a race under 
her belt, hopefully she’ll move for-
ward.”

You had to figure Brown had the 
field over a barrel before they entered 
the gate, as the race was written for 
horses who had not won a graded 
stakes this year. Five of the hors-
es have never won one, while Regal 
Glory won one last year and two in 
2019. Viadera took the Grade 3 No-
ble Damsel last year prior to the Ma-
triarch.

“I thought Regal Glory had an ad-
vantage having a recent race, and a 
difficult trip,” he said. 

The De La Rose victory came three 
hours after Brown celebrated a mean-
ingful win in the second race. McK-
ulick – named for Brown’s longtime 
bookkeeper and first employee, Mary 
McKulick, who passed away last Oc-
tober – roared home to win the maid-
en special weight on turf.

De La Rose –
 Continued from page 40

Tod Marks
Owner Peter Brant (right) helps lead Regal Glory and Jose Ortiz into the winner’s circle.

Continued On Page 42 
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“It means a lot to me,” Brown said in the winner’s 
circle. “Not only did Mary help me build the company, 
she was the first employee I ever hired when I left (Bob-
by) Frankel.”

It was even more fitting that the winning horse is a 
daughter of Frankel, named for the legendary trainer for 
whom Brown worked before going out on his own in 
2007.

McKulick, an Indiana resident who died of lung can-
cer at age 67, was much more than a bookkeeper for 
Brown.

“Mary was my office manager, my right hand and my 
partner,” he said. “Without her, there is no possible way 
I could have built this company the way we did and been 
as successful. I needed a veteran, someone with a lot of 
experience. Sadly, she passed away shortly after she retired 
last year. I really wanted to name a good horse for her.”

Mike Ryan picked out McKulick at the 2020 Tater-
salls October Yearling sale, with Seth Klarman of Klara-
vich Stables paying $245,369 (U.S.). Brown credited Ian 
Brennan of Stonestreet Stables for getting her ready for 
her racing career, which got off to an auspicious start 
Sunday.

“Naming one for Mary, a Frankel, was at the top of 
the list,” Brown said. “She lived a wonderful life. She 
was all about the horses and her family. I lost one of my 
best friends.”

De La Rose –
 Continued from page 41

Tod Marks
McKulick, named in memory of trainer Chad Brown’s office manager Mary McKulick, sprints to victory in the second.
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Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races
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EXCITEMENT

at

Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
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Sunday after the Whitney. If you’re a horseman 
or racing fan, it’s the end of a marathon. If you’re in 
town for the Fasig-Tipton sales, you’ve just heard 
the starter’s pistol. As for The Saratoga Special, 
we’re past the halfway point and ready for a water 
break. 

Sunday picnickers took the place of Saturday 
partiers on the lawn behind the clubhouse and 
grandstand as the final day of Whitney Week got 
underway, but some things stayed the same: Mike 
Maker remains leading trainer and Luis Saez is still 
top jockey. Tod Marks

Shaker Shack shows the way while winning Sunday’s first race.

Finish  
& Start

Whitney Week ends, 
Sales Week steps up

SUNDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 45 
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Chad Brown picked up a training 
double Sunday, taking the second 
with first-time starter McKulick and 
the Fasig-Tipton De La Rose Stakes 
with Regal Glory. Brown now has 14 
wins to Maker’s 16. Steve Asmussen 
and Todd Pletcher are tired for third 
with 11. 

Saez won the 10th, a $90,000 turf 
allowance, aboard trainer Dominick 
Schettino’s entry Danzigwiththestars, 
to end the day with 35 wins. Jose Or-
tiz scored a riding triple – winning 
the first on Shaker Shack for trainer 
Pat Reynolds, the De La Rose aboard 
Regal Glory and the Grade 2 Adiron-
dack on Wicked Halo for Asmussen 
– to close the week in second with 28. 
Irad Ortiz Jr., who sits third, scored 
his 26th win of the meet in the sec-
ond on the Frankel filly McKulick for 
Brown. 

• With temperatures rising into 
the high 80s Sunday, grooms sponged 
their charges in the paddock before 
they were saddled and sent to the post 
to kick things off at 1:05 p.m. 

Pat Reynolds notched his first win 
of the meet and the 400th  of his ca-
reer in the first with Roddy Valente 
and Darlene Bilinski’s Shaker Shack. 

“I usually wait ’til Closing Day,” 
Reynolds quipped as he exited the 
winner’s circle. 

Jose Ortiz pushed the Bustin Stones 
filly to the front right after she broke 
from post two to lead by a length up 

the backstretch in the 6-furlong race. 
Shaker Shack stayed close to the rail 
on the turn as Seascape challenged on 
the outside. Four wide coming out of 
the turn, Seascape and Shaker Shack 
continued to duel as Chloe Rose came 
from behind to take the rail. A two-
way battle past the sixteenth pole, 
Shaker Shack outfinished Chloe Rose 
to win by a half-length. 

After winning the Park Avenue 
division of the New York Stallion 
Stakes Series going 6 1/2 furlongs on 
the dirt April 18 at Aqueduct, she fin-
ished third in the 7-furlong Cupecoy’s 
Joy division of the Stallion Stakes on 
the turf June 19 at Belmont Park. 
Reynolds made the call to move her 
back to dirt Sunday.

“I just didn’t think she was up to 
par as a turf horse,” Reynolds said. 
“Bustin Stones gets mostly dirt hors-
es and I just thought it’d be better to 
come back to dirt. Sometimes when 
you’re working with middle stock. 
They improve from race to race and 
surprise you.” 

The filly was claimed for $32,000 
by trainer Naipaul Chatterpail for 
Knight R.B. Stables. 

– IV Hendrix

• Michelle Borisenok and her hus-
band have owned racehorses in part-
nerships in the past, enthusiastically 
spending mornings on the backstretch 
watching their horses work. She took 
photos and noticed a common as-
sumption by horsemen she would 
meet: that her husband was an owner 
and she wasn’t. Displeased with the 
male-oriented culture, she decided 

Recap –
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to change that three years ago when she founded 
Brown Lane Racing Stable. 

“When I was in other partnerships with men, I 
felt I was left out of the decision making,” said Bo-
risenok. “So I ventured out on my own and I said 
‘Now is the time to bring women, families and the 
next generation to the industry.’ So I started Brown 
Road Racing.”

Borisenok said that it comes down to education 
and outreach to bring more women into the game. 

“It’s about going behind the scenes, learning 
about the care of a horse, to get to this level,” she 
said. “When I would go to the backstretch, people 
thought I wasn’t an owner. And I knew I wanted to 
change that. I’m learning as I go. I have great role 
models. We are at our home track, I’m from New 
York. It’s just so exciting.” 

After purchasing her first horse for the partner-
ship in 2018, Borisenok has made several other 
yearling purchases since, hoping to give her part-
ners plenty of opportunities to be involved and 
learn more about racing. The purchases include 
No Payne, a daughter of Cairo Prince that sold for 
$37,000 at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New 
York-bred yearling sale. Now 3, No Payne has 

made six starts for trainer Ray Handal, who also 
trained Just Read It to a stakes victory for Brown 
Road Racing in the Cicada Stakes at Aqueduct this 
winter.

Borisenok and Risa Winograd, the other part-
ner in No Payne, cheered their filly on in Sunday’s 
third, a state-bred maiden for fillies and mares. Af-
ter breaking slow, No Payne went wide in the turn 
of the 5 1/2-furlong turf race and put in a mild bid 
to finish fourth of nine. Borisenok wasn’t as con-
cerned about the filly’s finish position before the 
race as she was about gathering with her friends 
and partners. 
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“That’s what this is all about: bringing people together 
through the horses and for women to have this opportu-
nity.” 

– Mary Eddy

• Susan and Gerald Kresa, who hadn’t been in a win-
ner’s circle in almost two years, were delighted to be there 
when their 3-year-old filly Kreesa La Wrote came home a 
head victor to break her maiden in the third.  

The 5 1/2-furlong turf race was run in 1:02.87. Kree-
sa La Wrote, under Hall of Famer Javier Castellano, led 
for only about two-fifths of a second, but they were the 
right two-fifths for the Kresas. Tracking in fifth for most 
of the race, Castellano advanced as the field headed into 
the turn and drove home to nip Jose Ortiz and the favorite 
U Should B Dancing at the wire.  

Trainer David Donk picked up his second win of the 
meet and was happy for the owners. 

“They’re a small operation,” he said, “but they’ve had 
some success with it and they love it. They live in Minne-
sota and fly to New York to watch their horses run.” 

Kreesa La Wrote had been second twice this year before 
finally breaking her maiden in her eighth start. Donk said 
she’s learning.

“She’s still kind of green and she doesn’t switch her 
leads, but she gets a little bit better every time,” he said. 
“If she keeps improving, she can be successful.” 

The Kresas bred the filly from their winning Stonesider 
mare Lady Kreesa.  

She’s a “niece,” as Gerald Kresa put it, to their most 
successful ownership venture, King Kreesa. 

King Kreesa won the Grade 3 Poker Stakes in 2013 and 
2015 and earned $1,31,654. 

The Kresas first experience in racing was simply as fans 
at Canterbury Park in Minnesota. But they liked New 
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Tod Marks
Kreesa La Wrote (2) rallies to win Sunday’s third race.
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York racing and made the jump to ownership. At 
first, they were involved in a partnership, but in 
2007 they broke out on their own. Breeding fol-
lowed. 

 “We selected the sire for this one,” said Ger-
ald Kresa said, “because we like grass horses and 
Wrote had all the good grass breeding from Ireland. 
Plus, he’d won the Breeders’ Cup Turf Juvenile in 
2011. We were a little worried because he hadn’t 
produced much when we bred our mare to him. But 
she turned out beautifully.” 

– Terry Hill

• “You can’t get a plumber or electrician in 
the afternoon in August in Amsterdam; everyone 
comes to the racetrack,” Andrew Vudka said as he 
stood in the Saratoga winner’s circle. “So what bet-
ter place to celebrate?”

His former classmates couldn’t think of any an-
swers.

The Bishop Scully class of 1969 sponsored the 
sixth, a $100,000 maiden for 2-year-old fillies, in 
honor of what event organizer Louanne Carlucci 
called a “collective 70th birthday party.”

“In 2019, we had our class reunion, of course 
rapidly followed by Covid,” said Carlucci. “So we 

organized a virtual Christmas cocktail party and 
we said ‘If (Covid) is over by summer, we should 
have a day at the races.’” 

J. D. Smeallie, who now owns shares of horses 
through West Point Thoroughbreds, still spends his 
summers in Saratoga. But some classmates haven’t 

been to the races since they graduated 52 years ago.
“You should know that people are here from 

many different states,” said Karen Ranbom, as she 
pointed out classmates. “I’m from New Jersey, he’s 
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Tod Marks
Dream Lith (left) pulls away to upset Sunday’s sixth race.

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://www.obssales.com/


49MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021 THE SARATOGA SPECIAL

�e Big Picture
with Tod Marks

Hip 23. In 2012, she didn’t have a name but she was already 
a beauty. Future champion and $4.4 million earner Tepin sold at 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga  for $140,000 to Robert Masterson before 

joining Mark Casse’s Hall of Fame stable and becoming a star . 
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from Alabama, he’s from Virginia.”
But as the friends chatted and 

cheered – one man proudly an-
nounced that he’d “put a 20 on Fab-
ulous Fanny” – 36-1 longshot Dream 
Lith scored. 

Cypress Creek Equine and Ar-
nold Bennewith’s Medaglia d’Oro 
filly passed Mommasgottarun in the 
stretch to win by 2 1/4 lengths under 
David Cohen. 

“She’s a nice filly,” winning train-
er Robertino Diodoro said. “But we 
were scared she might need a little 
more distance to win. Cohen did ex-
actly what we wanted: not gas out at 
the front, sit and teach her to come 
running at the end.”

“It’s great when the horses pick 
their feet up,” Cohen said. “You al-
ways try to put them in the right po-
sition. At the end of the day, it’s up to 
the horse to finish up, and that’s what 
she did today.”

As the Bishop Scully class of ’69 
filed out of the winner’s circle, the 
enthusiastic bettor didn’t appear to 

be too upset with Fabulous Fanny’s 
third. 

“At least she showed,” he huffed. 
– IV Hendrix

• Danzigwiththestars handled 
winners for the first time Sunday 
when he won the nightcap for trainer 
Dominick Schettino. Coming off an 
Opening Day maiden score, Danzig-
withthestars overcame a rough start 
after being bumped by Albie and The 
Golden Door. He settled in the mid-
dle of the field for the first half-mile. 
Nearing the turn, Luis Saez asked 
the 3-year-old gelding for more as 
runaway pacesetter Stanhope began 
to tire, 6 lengths ahead of the field. 
Danzigwiththestars closed the gap be-
tween him and Stanhope and turned 
away a bid from eventual runner-up 
Catch That Party. 

“The start wasn’t great, but I know 
the horse, he always gives me a great 
run at the end,” said Saez, who also 
rode Danzigwiththestars to his maid-
en victory. “At the half-mile pole, he 
started running. When we got closer 
to the wire, I knew we had a chance 
to win the race. It was great. (From 
his last race), he just keeps getting 
better and better.” 

After his first win, Schettino felt 
the son of War Dancer held his form 
well enough to warrant another start 
in the second condition book of the 
meet. 

“He came out of (the maiden) 
very well,” he said. “I discussed with 
(owner) Michael (Imperio) that may-
be we’d look at the third book. But 
he worked well after his last race and 
so we decided to run him today. He 
finished strong. He’s the kind of horse 
that can race on or off the lead. He’s 
very versatile.”  

– Mary Eddy

• Shug McGaughey’s assistant An-
thony Hamilton Jr. was injured in the 
paddock before Saturday’s first when 
Dripping Gold, a 2-year-old Lemon 

Drop Kid colt, spooked and kicked 
Hamilton on the forehead above his 
left eye. 

EMTs attended to Hamilton in the 
paddock immediately following the 
incident.

“I’m feeling fine,” Hamilton said 
Sunday. “To be honest, I don’t really 
know what happened. I’ve been told 
whatever happened was just a freak 
accident. The horse is fine, I’m fine, 
everything’s fine.” 

A first-time starter, Dripping Gold 
won the 1 1/16-mile turf race for 
maiden 2-year-olds.

“I watched the replay after I got 
stiches,” Hamilton said. “At least he 
won.” 

– IV Hendrix
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Mark Casse
Tepin. The big mare. A $140,000 yearling 

purchase by Robert Masterson out of the 2012 
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale, Tepin went on to a bril-
liant globetrotting career. She won 13 of 23 starts 
with five seconds and earned $4,437,918 over four 
seasons and could join Casse in the Hall of Fame 
one day. Winner of the Grade 3 Delta Downs Prin-
cess Stakes on the dirt at 2, she became a Grade 1 
winner on grass at 4 and 5. She beat the boys in the 
2015 Breeders’ Cup Mile at Keeneland, a victory 
that came in the midst of an eight-race win streak 
that included the Group 1 Queen Anne Stakes at 
the 2016 Royal Ascot meeting. She added anoth-
er win over males in the 2016 Woodbine Mile and 
ended her career with a close second to Tourist in 
that year’s Breeders’ Cup Mile at Santa Anita Park. 

“We could maybe go with Tepin last. I would 
consider her the most important. Tepin got us not 
only an Eclipse Award, she made us a little more in-
ternational. I still look back at all her wins and that 
win at Royal Ascot is probably the biggest win of 
our career. Obviously the Breeders’ Cup races are 
very important to all of us. The classics, the Triple 
Crown races here and in Canada, are important to 
us. But we went over there with her and did some-
thing that nobody else has hardly been able to do.”

Todd Pletcher
Speightstown. No one could have predicted the 

heights Speightstown reached after his first race way 
back on Aug. 26, 2000 at Saratoga Race Course. 
Last of 13 in his debut, the son of Distorted Humor 
wound up winning 10 of his next 15 starts includ-

ing the Grade 2 Churchill Downs, Grade 2 True 
North and Grade 2 Alfred G. Vanderbilt before 
his championship-clinching victory in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Sprint at Lone Star Park in 2004. A $2 
million purchase out of the Keeneland July selected 
yearling sale, the son of Gone West continues to 
leave his mark as one of the world’s most successful 
stallions. He’s sired the likes of major 2021 win-
ner Charlatan, Flagstaff and Lexitonian along with 
the likes of Tamarkuz, Golden Ticket, Haynesfield, 
Sharing, Dance To Bristol and Poseidon’s Warrior. 

“I didn’t have him for his 3-year-old year, for 
most of it anyway, but had him before and after. He 
was with Phil England for his 3-year-old year. It was 
funny because Eugene Melnyk had sent Dan Kenny 
and I to, I believe, the last Keeneland July sale. I re-
member telling Melnyk, ‘We love this horse, I don’t 
know how far he will run but I know he will be an 
exceptional 2-year-old.’ He ran in the Travers Day 
maiden here, he was like the 2-1 favorite. Finished 
last. Bucked his shins, that was his last and only 
start at 2. Then he ends up winning the Breeders’ 
Cup at 6. I do give Melnyk credit. The horse, we 
had to stop on him like three different times. Ev-
ery time he was like, ‘We know he has talent, let’s 
give him another chance.’ It was an ankle injury 
one time, a shoulder injury one time. It ended up 
paying off in the end. Like More Than Ready, he’s 
had a long run as a stallion.”

WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHERWITH  

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – 
in anything really – beckons only a select few and 
the class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the 
ceremony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is 
one of the most special in history as seven-time 
Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during 
his first year of eligibility and 13-time leading stee-
plechase trainer Jack Fisher joins him. 

Technically inducted last year, trainer Mark 
Casse gets his due in 2021 after joining Canada’s 
Hall in 2016. We get each to discuss a special horse 
in each edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just exam-
ples of the kinds of horses it takes to get trainers to 
the Hall of Fame. 

We asked a simple question: Who got you here? 
And they answered.

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Tod Marks
In addition to major North American wins, champion Tepin took the Casse barn to Royal Ascot.

Continued On Page 53 



53MONDAY, AUGUST 9, 2021 THE SARATOGA SPECIAL

Jack Fisher
Bubble Economy. How long does 

it take to make a jumper? Well, Bub-
ble Economy transitioned faster than 
most. In 2002, the bay gelding fin-
ished seventh in a turf maiden for 
Klaravich Stable, and Rick Violette 
at Saratoga Aug. 8 and in a 3-year-
old hurdle for Fisher Sept. 28. That’s 
seven weeks, if you’re counting. The 
Pennsylvania-bred son of Rakeen 
finished second in his debut and re-
mained a maiden on the flat and over 
hurdles until winning over hurdles at 
Colonial Downs the following sum-
mer. He won four more races over 
hurdles before making an early switch 
to timber. That was a move Fisher 
made commonplace with the likes 
of Saluter, South Of Java and Atom-
istic. Bubble Economy thrived when 
the jumps rose and the tempo slowed, 

winning 10 times over timber, includ-
ing two Virginia Gold Cups. Five-time 
champion Paddy Young and two-time 
timber champion Bubble Economy 
were poetry in motion. 

“He was the first horse Sean Clan-
cy bought for me, from Rick Violette, 
at Saratoga. I asked Henry Stern to 
buy him, he said no and I sold him 
to Andre Brewster and Arcadia Sta-
ble. It was the only time Henry Stern 
said no to me. When he got good, 
Mr. Stern would always say, ‘I should 
have bought that horse.’ He was like 
Mr. Hot Stuff, he didn’t try very hard 
but he made over $400,000. For an 
underachiever that’s pretty good. He 
didn’t have to work that hard, things 
are going a step slow. When you take 
a flat horse to hurdles, they’re not go-
ing down there in :22, it’s easier for 
them. My last ride over jumps was on 
Bubble Economy in 2008. We retired 
him and he lived with (former assis-
tant) Mary McGlothlin at Michael 
Lund Petersen’s. He died this year. He 
was 22, lived a great life.” 

Hall Talk –
 Continued from page 52

Tod Marks
A flat horse with trainer Rick Violette before joining Fisher’s barn, Bubble Economy flashes 
his timber form.

Tod Marks
Speightstown rose from finishing 12th in his debut to changing the game as a stallion.

https://www.muirfieldinsurance.com/
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P
erfect imperfection. Four horse trainers 
stepped out, way out, of their comfort 
zones and spoke at the Hall of Fame in-
duction ceremony Friday. 

Charlie LoPresti. Mark Casse. Jack 
Fisher. Todd Pletcher.

In decades of the Hall of Fame ceremony, this 
would certainly be our favorite class. 

We became fast friends with LoPresti when the 
Wise Dan bandwagon was gaining steam, his three 
wins here, his Breeders’ Cups, those morning works 
and afternoon walks from the winner’s circle to the 
test barn, they are some of our most special mo-
ments in this crazy sport we play. We have a picture 
of Charlie and The Special team in the winner’s cir-
cle taped to the office wall. 

We have covered Casse for over 20 years at The 
Special. A consummate professional, always will-
ing to slow down and answer our questions, about 
Tepin, about Classic Empire, about all of them. 
When struggling for an angle or a voice of reason, 
we know we can hit Casse for both. He even took 
Tom to Fort Erie for a Tuesday excursion with Won-
der Gadot. Imagine a trainer offering an extra seat 
on the plane to a writer. 

I have known Fisher and his rock-solid family my 
whole life, back when we were growing up in horse 
country of Chester County, Pennsylvania. I rode 
first call for him for eight years, bought Good Night 
Shirt, Mr. Hot Stuff, Bubble Economy for him, and 
have horses in his barn today. When I was 16, my 
father, who didn’t give me a lot of rules, said I could 
hang out with anybody but two people. One was 
Jack Fisher. The other is dead, a life blown by alco-
hol and drugs. Fisher is in the Hall of Fame. 

As for Pletcher, he intimidated us early, but not 
for long. I once stood between his car door and 
him, asking questions, a lot of questions. He looked 
at me and said, “You’re not going to let me in my 
car, are you?” I said, “Not until I’m finished ask-

ing questions.” He 
answered all of 
them, actually an-
swered the ques-
tions I asked rather 
than the questions 
he expected, and I 
eventually let him 
in his car. When he 
wins, it’s actually 
a relief, knowing 
we will be treated 
with respect. In a 
competitive world, 
he has achieved the 
impossible with 
humility and grace all the way. 

Four horse trainers. Four completely different 
personalities. And four brilliant moments of perfect 
imperfection on a beautiful Saratoga morning. 

There is nothing like public speaking in creating 
the perfect leveler. 

LoPresti came first. A throwback in a world of 
flamethrowers, LoPresti ambled on stage to accept 
the award for his horse of a lifetime. No notes, no 
speech, no rehearsed lines. Standing back from the 
microphone like it was on the other side of an elec-
tric fence on his Kentucky farm, LoPresti put his 
hands in his pockets, adjusted his Wise Dan hat and 
delivered one of the best, heartfelt, natural tributes 
to a horse who changed his life. Trainers dream of 
having a Wise Dan, a stone-cold runner, from a 
humble background, a rock of consistency in an ev-
er-fragile world. If Wise Dan could speak, he was 
on that stage. 

Casse asked longtime client and friend, Aron 
Yagoda, to introduce him. Handicapping is part of 
training and Casse hit this one cold. Yagoda provid-
ed insights and intangibles about Casse’s life, his ca-
reer, his demeanor. Yagoda knew his speech and de-

livered it with ease. Casse is emotional. Always has 
been. He’s got a steely exterior but it’s all exterior. 
When he asked his wife, Tina, to read the part about 
the time when his parents were getting divorced and 
he asked his mother if she would let him stay with 
his dad, with the horses, in Florida, whew, he cried, 
we cried. Casse hit all the right notes, mixing humor 
and humility, respect and responsibility, family and 
fame. I didn’t think I could like Mark Casse more 
than I already did. 

Fisher came next and got a bad draw, following 
Casse and without someone to introduce him (time 
constraints, I guess). See, the introducer breaks 
the ice, tells the tale and takes the pressure off the 
speaker. Fisher walked to the podium with a pile 
of loose-leaf paper, hand-scrawled notes. He started 
out smoothly, following the script he had written 
and rehearsed at our office the night before. As is his 
wont, Fisher went off script quickly, ad-libbing and 
audibling like he’s done his whole career, his whole 
life. He’s done it his way. His speech was the same. 

And just as he should, Todd Pletcher closed it 
out. And, like Casse, he nailed it with who he chose 
to introduce him. Mike Repole. Could there be any-
body better? A natural-born talker, Repole would 
do the heavy lifting, tell Pletcher’s story without 
Pletcher having to tell it. Sure, it was long, but it 
was oh so good, a stand-up routine, part roast, part 
toast. And Pletcher knew it. The pressure was off. 
Repole spoke for 18 minutes and 28 seconds, a run-
away train. Pletcher spoke for four minutes and 58 
seconds, his goal was to keep it under five. Just as 
he wanted it. He thanked his mentor, D. Wayne Lu-
kas, his parents, his wife, his children and two key 
allies who aren’t here, Jeff Lukas and Cot Campbell. 
Pletcher’s speech was Pletcher’s persona. He got a 
standing ovation. 

When it comes to public speaking, they say be 
yourself. LoPresti, Casse, Fisher and Pletcher were 
exactly that. 

More Hall Talk cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

Tod Marks
Todd Pletcher makes a point.

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently delivers 
results at the highest levels of racing internationally. We 
invite you to travel to Keeneland this September in search 
of your next racing success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

The World’s Yearling Sale

MALATHAAT
 $1,050,000 

BOOK 1 PURCHASE

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13  -  F R I .  2 4

Recent Grade 1 winners out of Book 1 
of the September Sale include:

IMPROBABLE 

KAMEKO

MALATHAAT 

MOZU ASCOT

MOZU SUPERFLARE 

SILVER STATE

VEKOMA 

WAR OF WILL AND MORE

Learn More at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

https://september.keeneland.com/


CHECK OUT HIS FIRST 
CLASS OF YEARLINGS 

IN SARATOGA

WEST 
COAST
Flatter - Caressing, by Honour and Glory

COLONEL LIAM

HIP 54
O/O BITTERSWEET RIDE, 

BY CANDY RIDE (ARG)
CONSIGNOR: CARA BLOODSTOCK

HIP 180
O/O ROCK AND GLORY, 

BY ROCK HARD TEN
CONSIGNOR: DARBY DAN FARM

$20,000
lanesend.com  |  t: 859.873.7300

https://lanesend.com/



