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BY THE NUMBERS
44.20: Dollars and cents in the win payoff for Saratoga 
Derby winner State Of Rest, picked on top in The Power 
Grid by Jessica Paquette.

14: Returning Hall of Famers at the ceremony Friday. A 
prize to the first person who can name all of them. 

5: Phones ringing (at least) during the Hall of Fame cere-
mony (come on, man).

1: Signed David Cone perfect game baseball from July 18, 
1999 on Sean Clancy’s desk (thanks Mickey).

1984: The last time the Saratoga training title was won 
with single digits. Jonathan Sheppard secured it that year 
with nine wins.  

31: Wins away from 7,000 for jockey Mario Pino. If you’re 
sending one to Presque Isle Downs this year, put him on 
a winner. 

3: Platters of food from Dizzy Chicken brought into The 
Special’s office by sales consignor Stuart Morris Saturday 
night. Thanks, man.

2600: Dollars in the purse of trainer Steve Asmussen’s 
first winner back in 1986 at Ruidoso.

Here&There...in Saratoga
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NAMES OF THE DAY
Calibogue Sound, first race. Looks 
like a nice spot, let’s meet there 
Sept. 7.

Spun d’Etat, first race. The 3-year-
old filly is by Hard Spun out of Coup. 

Favorite Impulse, third race. She’s out of 
Capricious Miss. 

Brew Pub, fifth race. This one’s for Tom. 

thisishorseracing.com
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WORTH REPEATING
“Cot Campbell used to close out with these words, and it’s not going to sound nearly as cool 
coming from me because he was a cool guy, but most of all, I want to thank the horses, the 
horses and the horses.”

Hall of Fame trainer Todd Pletcher, finishing his speech Friday

“Career counseling.”
Godolphin’s Dan Pride, explaining a morning conversation

“Got any openings this afternoon?”
The Special’s Tom Law, in response to Pride 

“Long day today.”
Sparky while standing at the starting gate at 8:21 Whitney Day 

“I changed your sign, nobody could see it.”
Chris Jones of the Times Union after tweaking The Special’s chalkboard Saturday morning 

“Wow, I made it in The Special. I can add that to my resume.”
Hall of Fame trainer Jack Fisher’s sister  

Katharine Maroney, who has now made it in The Special twice

Trainer Tom Amoss: “You got a mount for me when the time comes? You think you can fit me 
in your busy schedule?

Jockey Kendrick Carmouche: Last time I rode for you we were 100 percent. Blunt Force. I made 
you a winner right there at the end of the meet. I got you.”

New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
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To

d 
M

ar
ks

“ Some horses do the same if you work 
them hard or don’t work them hard, 

they just overcome it. You never know if 
you’re doing it right, all you can do is 

try to do the best you can. Political Force 
just went in 36 and 2, from the quarter 
pole to the mile pole, they always go a 

little faster on the straightaway.  
We’ve done all we can do.”

Trainer H. Allen Jerkens, 
1929-2015

nytha.com | 516.488.2337  
800-523-8143

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“The competition and it’s Saratoga,  
the graveyard of favorites, right?” 

Trainer Brad Cox, about his concerns before 
 Saturday’s Whitney; he had nothing to worry about.

�����, ������, ������� � �����, �.�.  I  ��� ������� ������, ������ ����, �� 115��  I  ���.����.��� 
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 ������ �� ������ ���� 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

�e�resen�n� o�ners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, 
dri�ers and horse�en associa�ons in business transac�ons and 

�a�ers before the �e� �ork �tate �a�in� �o��ission 
and in the federal and state courts.  

Tod Marks
Milestone Moment. Steve Asmussen (center) is surrounded after breaking the 
all-time record for training wins.

Here&There...in Saratoga

http://msek.com/
http://nicholsoninsurance.com/
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Here&There...in Saratoga

Go faster...

Frosted, now the leading  
second-crop sire by earnings.
Five Graded Stakes horses among 
his two- and three-year-olds: only 
Into Mischief, Tapit and Curlin can 
boast more.

Selling now: must-see yearlings 
by Tapit’s greatest son.

F1RSTED...AGAIN!

Tod Marks
Double Hall. Mark Casse (left) and Todd Pletcher share a mo-
ment before Friday’s Hall of Fame induction.

WORTH REPEATING
“You can have a superior attitude, but you better be su-
perior.”

Tom Law’s words of wisdom

“They’re all loaded.”
Trainer Norm Casse, on graded 2-year-old stakes; he 

runs Ontheonesandtwos in today’s Adirondack

“In a stunning development…”
Joe Clancy after Sean Clancy said he needed 
 to call Jack Fisher for Hall Talk at 7:15 p.m. 

“I want to know one thing, do you call up Todd Pletcher 
and Mark Casse every night?”

Fisher, after returning a call at 8:19 Saturday night

“Yes. Same thing.”
Jockey John Velazquez, asked if he had told  

Ramon Dominguez in Spanish the same thing 
 he had  told The Special in English

“I’m glad you got rid of that 1988 Tony Hawk haircut.”
Sales consignor Stuart Morris,
 to The Special’s Sean Clancy 

“Even the KRA said they were proud of being the favor-
ite in the Whitney before the race.”

Korean Racing Authority’s Jun Park about Knicks Go 

“You have to make four rights to make a left.”
Trainer Bobby Connors, many years ago, 

 about Saratoga (we think of him this time of year)

“Can I go first? Mine are shorter than yours.”
Hall of Fame jockey Ramon Dominguez,  

asking The Special’s Sean Clancy  
about interviewing jockey Joel Rosario first

“Very confident.”
Rosario, asked if he was confident  

aboard Knicks Go in the Whitney

“Just one.”
Jockey Dylan Davis, 

asked how many races he won Saturday

“He’s down to almost riding weight, so look out Luis Saez.”
Hall of Fame emcee Tom Durkin about 

Braulio Baeza, on hand for Friday’s ceremony

T-SHIRT OF THE DAY
Chad Johnson’s Cincinnati Bengals Ochocinco No. 85 
jersey. Bengals fan Tom Law would like one.

SONG OF THE DAY
“Whoomp There It Is,” by Tag Team, blaring on East 
Avenue past Fasig-Tipton early Saturday morning.

https://www.darleyamerica.com/stallions/our-stallions/frosted?utm_source=thisishorseracing.com/&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=frosted&utm_content=half_page
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We’ll ride anywhere you ship.
(305) 979-7779 

@josesantos_33 on Twitter

Miguel Mena 116 
Saratoga, Churchill Downs,  
Kentucky Downs, Ellis Park

David Cabrera 118  
Churchill Downs, Arlington Park, 

Ellis Park, Remington Park

Reylu Gutierrez 116  
Saratoga, Colonial Downs, Remington Park

Freddy Manrrique 118 
 Remington Park

SANTOS INC. jockeys  
are ready for a big summer.  

Are you?

 

Riders UP! 

SARATOGA SPECIAL MAILBOX
Sean’s Cup of Coffee column “Law in 50” in The Special’s 

Aug. 31 edition sparked a flurry of activity in Tom Law’s email 
inbox, including this gem:

 
I could easily come up with 500 things I have learned from 

your stories over the years, and way more than 500 sentenc-
es you have written over that time that just sounded great 
no matter the content. But I could not possibly outdo Sean’s 
very thoughtful 50-point piece this morning. So, knowing 
how busy you always are, I will keep it to six general things 
and several exclamation points:

1) Happy Birthday!
2) Thank you for all the great writing!
3) As a university instructor, advisor and employer of stu-

dent assistants and interns, I appreciate all the work you do 
with your young staffers. It takes a lot of patience and com-
mitment, especially while trying to keep up with one’s own 
work, and not everybody can do it. Thank you for that, too!

4) Maybe this is not the first time there has been a cold 
Stable Tour Daily Double, but $343.50 for this afternoon’s 
first two races has to be up there on the $2 payoff list. Thanks 
to Tom Amoss, David Donk, Joe Clancy and you for that!

5) I am not trying to be greedy or anything, but does the 
“peek” in McPeek count in the “20 for 21” challenge? 

6) I don’t know if this will help to sway you in making that 
judgement call, but we are rooting for you in the handicap-
ping pool.

– Bill Kimok, The Plains, Ohio

Here&There...in Saratoga
YEARLING 

BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can 
contribute to the NTRA’s  
¼% Check-off Program 
when purchasing from our 
sale company partners 
below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50  
for every $1,000 of a 
yearling’s sale price and 
helps fund the NTRA’s 
federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are 
Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, 
WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US HELP 
HORSE RACING  

IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org  
for more information or contact  

Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

Tod Marks
Saving Up. Penny Saver, part of trainer Kenny McPeek’s barn, runs 
in today’s second race.

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
https://www.impressionssaratoga.com/
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TURN-KEY KENTUCKY HORSE FARM
AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 

Tom Biederman 
Broker 
859.312.0606

859.277.2030
1076 Wellington Way

Lexington, KY 40513
BIEDERMANREALESTATE.COM

• 215 +/- acres with outstanding improvements & functionality

• Classic 5,475 sqft Main Residence with first floor primary suite, landscaped 

gardens, in excellent condition

• Beautiful imported English glass & frame Greenhouse with stone accents

• Yearling Complex with 40 stalls in 3 barns, covered roundpen, covered 

Equigym, beautifully landscaped yearling show area, double fenced 

yearling exercise/walking track 

• Broodmare/foaling barn with Lucas stall equipment, large laboratory/warm 

room  

• Additional Broodmare Barn with 10 stalls, large feed/warm room, two 

60'x40' lighted run-in sheds

• A contained office & maintenance/equipment area with separate hay/

bedding storage building, 90'x52' 4-bay shop, 60'x90' equipment/vehicle 

storage

• Charming office with guest quarters

• 17 plank fenced paddocks, 6 large fields, excellent soils

• Manager residence with nearly 3,000 sqft, 3BR/3BA

• Adjacent to divisions of Lanes End & Coolmore. 10 minutes to KY Horse Park

5582 MT. HOREB PIKE, SIERRA FARM, LEXINGTON, KENTUCKY 

New 

Price

https://biedermanrealestate.com/
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STABLE TOUR
Meet the people & horses who make Saratoga special!

AUGUST 9-10  6:30 PM
859.255.1555 | fasigtipton.com

Brad Cox made his Saratoga debut in 2012 and 
four years later hosted his first Stable Tour. Back 
then he set goals for wins at the meet in the single 
digits – one at first, then three, then five and so on 
– and it made sense considering he only brought a 
portion of his main stable from Kentucky to up-
state New York. 

Times have changed. Cox, third in North Ameri-
ca by purse earnings in 2020 and an Eclipse Award 
winner for outstanding trainer, sets his sights higher 
and has the stock to back it up. He’s already won 
nine races at this year’s meet, including the Grade 
2 Jim Dandy with champion and Belmont Stakes 
winner Essential Quality and the Coronation Cup 
with Goin’ Good. Cox won eight last year and five 
in 2019, including the Grade 1 Test with eventual 
champion Covfefe. 

Cox brought a full string for the 2021 meet, par-
tially because of the stable area closure at Churchill 
Downs while the turf course undergoes renovation 
and partially because he wants a bigger presence on 
the biggest summer stage. 

“It’s always great to be up here,” Cox said be-
fore a big weekend that included Knicks Go’s win 
in the Grade 1 Whitney and a stakes win at Ellis 
Park. “Usually I’m back and forth a lot though, but 
this year I’ll be here almost the whole time.”

Bedded down in a barn inside Horse Haven 
that his assistant Dustin Dugas trained out of last 
year, Cox has the likes of Essential Quality, Haskell 
winner Mandaloun, Arklow, Set Piece, Night Ops, 
Fulsome and Bonny South in the string along with 
some promising 2-year-olds. He walked stall by 
stall Friday morning with The Special’s Tom Law. 

Night Ops: Last year’s Grade 3 Prairie Meadows Cornhusker 
Handicap winner and earner of $823,656 finished second to Art 
Collector in Friday’s Alydar. He’s been second in four straight 
starts for owner Steve Landers. “Kind of been a bridesmaid 
this year, second in his last (four). We ran back a little quick off 
the Monmouth Cup, when he was second to Dr Post. He had a 
really good work here (before the Alydar). We shipped him in, 
breezed him and he breezed great, doing fantastic.”

Desert Tornado: A $65,000 purchase by de Meric Sales at 
the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic yearling sale resold as a 2-year-old 
for $110,000. He’s breezed twice here. “He’s a Laoban, on the 
work tab but probably won’t make the meet. More of a Belmont 
fall horse. Laoban has done well. He didn’t last long, passed 
away. They do run. A lot of Uncle Mo influence in this one.”

Clara Peeters: English-bred 5-year-old daughter of Epau-
lette hasn’t been out since a fourth in an optional here last 
summer on the turf. “She also ran here in the De La Rose, 
fourth last year. She’s been laid up and we’ll make a start here, 
maybe at the end of the meet. She’s doing fine.” 

Whittington Park: Ten Strike Racing’s homebred 2-year-
old New York-bred by Midnight Lute finished third in debut 
Sunday. “He’s a half to that good filly Jeremiah Englehart had a 
few years ago, Critical Value. We also had Steam Engine out of 
the mare. He was a fast horse.”

Drakon: Zilla Racing’s 2-year-old by First Samurai, a $22,000 
yearling at the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky October sale, breezed a 
half from the gate in :47.55 Saturday, his fourth work in Sara-
toga. “He was a $200,000 purchase this year. He’s done well, 
nice horse.”

Illuminato: Ten Strike Racing and Rick Kueber went to 
$220,000 to purchase Liam’s Map colt at last year’s Fasig-Tip-
ton Kentucky October yearling sale. He breezed in company 
with Drakon Saturday, a half from the gate. “Expensive yearling 
purchase, about the same fitness level as Drakon. He probably 
won’t make it here, another that’s more Belmont fall.”

Fulsome: Juddmonte’s homebred 3-year-old son of Into 
Mischief won three straight this spring, including the Oaklawn 
Stakes and Grade 3 Matt Win at Churchill Downs before a third 

as the favorite in the Grade 3 Indiana Derby July 7. “Third as 
the heavy favorite, didn’t perform the way we expected. He is 
enjoying the Spa. Maybe point him to some graded stakes in 
the 3-year-old division, Smarty Jones, Oklahoma Derby, stuff 
like that. I have him up here enjoying the weather, freshening 
him up. He had a really good five-eighths Monday on the main 
track.”

Girl With A Dream: Jim Bakke’s 2-year-old Practical Joke 
filly romped in her debut going 5 furlongs in :57.06 July 24 at 
Ellis Park. “Broke her maiden pretty impressively, close to the 
track record. She’s being pointed for the Spinaway and is doing 
really well, settled in. She’s been here a couple days, moving 
great. I’m happy with everything with her so far.”

Interstate Daydream: Flurry Racing Stable’s 2-year-old 
Ontario-bred daughter of Classic Empire broke her maiden at 
Belmont Park June 25 and runs in today’s Grade 2 Adirondack. 
“She had a really good work here on Monday (1:01.72 for 5 
furlongs on the main track). Her last two works have been real-
ly good here, so we’ll see. Luis Saez will ride her.” 

Arklow: The veteran. Winner of the Grade 1 Joe Hirsch Turf 
Classic in 2019 for Donegal Racing, Joseph Bulger and the Es-
tate of Peter Coneway, 7-year-old son of Arch is 9-for-33 with 
$2,755,746 in earnings. He won the Grade 3 Louisville June 
15 at Churchill before a sixth in the Grade 1 United Nations 

With 
Brad Cox

Continued On Page 9 

Sean Clancy
Brad Cox’s Oklahoma barn has produced winners of the Jim Dandy and the Whitney so far at the meet.
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July 17 at Monmouth Park. “He’s doing well. 
He’s here enjoying the weather. Really the only 
thing would be the Sword Dancer at the end 
of the meet. We’ll look at that, see how things 
are. He’s never run in that race before, usual-
ly runs in the Kentucky Turf Cup at Kentucky 
Downs. He did run here in the Hall of Fame at 
3. He’s 7 now, it was so long ago. Cool horse, 
really, really cool horse.” 

Mihos: Claimed by Gaining Ground Racing 
for $80,000 in June at Belmont Park, 5-year-
old son of Cairo Prince finished third in simi-
lar race here July 16. “We claimed him at Bel-
mont and he was third here opening weekend, 
ran really well. We’re looking to get him in a 
similar race later this month. He’s cool.” 

Essential Quality: The champ. Last year’s 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner and this year’s 
Belmont Stakes winner got up in time to win 
the Grade 2 Jim Dandy last weekend. Fast 
asleep in his stall, son of Tapit doesn’t move 
even with visitors outside his door. “He’s tak-
ing a nap, taking care of himself. His energy 
level was really good post-race. We actually 
normally walk them three days after a race but 
we only gave him two days. He was feeling 
that well and needed to do something. Every-
thing’s been very positive for him post-race 
and we’re on track for the Travers. Two works 
hopefully, 14 days out and seven days out. If 
all is well we’ll  lead him over there.” 
He seems like a type that does just enough 
to win, and he’s always going to have more 
the next time. Is that a correct assessment? 
“That’s very fair. It’s odd because you may 
watch a race and think, ‘wow, is he going to 
get there?’ In the Blue Grass, or here, or even 
in the Belmont getting past Hot Rod Charlie. 
It’s amazing to come back and immediate-
ly you notice how confident Luis was, every 
time. You never doubt that he was going to go 
by those horses. He saves some.” 

Set Piece: Juddmonte’s homebred 5-year-
old Dansili gelding won his third straight in the 
Grade 2 Wise Dan June 26 at Churchill. He’s 
won nine of 16 and $433,744. “We’re point-
ing to the Fourstardave. He’s doing really well. 
Breezed nice on the turf (July 31). We’re get-
ting close. He’s really turned it on, put togeth-
er a nice win streak at Churchill. I’m confident 
he’ll run well. I’d be real confident if it was on 
that Churchill turf course. He was 3-for-3 this 
spring and now they’re ripping it up.” 

Mandaloun: Juddmonte homebred son 
of Into Mischief won the Grade 1 Haskell by 
disqualification, his third stakes victory of the 
season. He crossed the finish second in the 
Kentucky Derby and could one day see his 
name as the winner pending the Medina Spirit 
positive drug test saga. “We’ll make a decision 
next week between Pennsylvania Derby or the 

Travers. He’s doing great, really looks amaz-
ing. Happy with the way he looks with regards 
to his flesh post Haskell. He’s moving good, 
looking good. Obviously they’re Grade 1s and 
we need to add to that. Another thing to weigh 
is in the distance. And he’s had six races this 
year. He’s had somewhat, I don’t want to say a 
long year, but no break. We tried to space his 
races and I felt like we have. He was on that 
Triple Crown campaign, which obviously led 
to the one start in the Derby. Then the Pegasus 
as a prep for the Haskell. We want to space the 
races as much as we can to get the most out 
of him the rest of the year. Obviously the year-
end goal being the Breeders’ Cup. 

Do you think at all about the Derby and the 
possibility of Medina Spirit being disqualified 
and him ending up the winner? “I don’t. Lis-
ten, it would be really cool to be declared the 
winner and you go down in history because 
probably 30, 40 years from now people will 
just see that you won. It’s cool right? At the 
end of the day I don’t think about it. There’s 
not I can do about it and I’m busy enough with 
everything else going on.” 

Knicks Go: Another big horse in the barn, 
he won Saturday’s Grade 1 Whitney in anoth-
er powerhouse performance. Winner of the 
last year’s Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile and this 
year’s Grade 1 Pegasus World Cup, he fin-
ished fourth in the Saudi Cup and fourth in the 
Grade 1 Metropolitan Handicap before bounc-
ing back to win the Grade 3 Cornhusker. “The 
Met Mile was a weird race for him, it was. I 
don’t think that’s his thing the one-turn mile. 
The race around one turn, in Grade 1 competi-
tion, is just not his thing. I’m hopeful that we’ll 
see the same horse we saw in the Pegasus, 
Breeders’ Cup Dirt Mile, Cornhusker, and if he 
takes to the track we’ll be OK.”

Answer In: A three-time winner for Robert 
LaPenta and Madaket Stables, he finished fifth 
as the favorite in an optional going 6 ½ fur-
longs on the main track Friday. “He was com-
ing off a really good race at Churchill, really 
quick, 1:08 and 1. Really doing well. He had 
been taking shape at Saratoga with regard to 
his coat, color and his flesh. He’s acted like he 
enjoys being here, like most horses do.”

Let’s Be Clear: Two-year-old daughter of 
Munnings cost $33,000 as a yearling and won 
an auction maiden here July 21 in her second 
start. “She’s doing real well. Set to breeze 
back this weekend. No real spot picked out for 
her yet, kind of a victim of being a horse that 
broke her maiden early and no real place to 
go. We do like her. Beautiful filly, ran second 
the first time then won up here. She’s nice and 
wouldn’t say she couldn’t win an open maiden 
special but it definitely helps those horses out 
to have those auction maiden races.” 

Tap N Glo: Zilla Racing’s and Acqua Nova 
Stable’s 2-year-old Tapiture filly finished sec-
ond in a maiden special weight here July 25, 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

Continued On Page 10 

http://fasigtipton.com/
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her second straight runner-up effort. “She’s a filly that was 
second to, J L’s Rockette, who is in the Adirondack, at Ellis. 
She will probably make another start here at the meet in the 
last book. She was an $85,000 2-year-old in training, a good 
purchase by Zilla. She’s not a big filly but she’s light on her feet, 
good mover, seems to be very honest.” 

Ducale: Juddmonte’s homebred 3-year-old by Twirling Can-
dy broke his maiden here in his second start the first Satur-
day of the meet. “Good colt for Juddmonte that we really like. 
He dead-heated for second first time and broke his maiden 
here. We think he could stretch a little bit. Don’t have anything 
picked for him, maybe a first-level allowance will make the 
most sense. Not sure if we’ll do seven-eighths or a mile and an 
eighth in the last book.” 

Cyber Knife: Joe Hardoon went to $400,000 to purchase 
Gun Runner colt on behalf of Al Gold at last year’s Fasig-Tipton 
Select Yearling Showcase. He’s unraced and recently arrived 
from Keeneland with five breezes. “He may make the meet, 
getting close to a gate work. Looks the part, very flashy, good 
moving horse. It’s going to be real tight if he makes the meet 
here. If not here then probably Belmont.” 

Goin’ Good: Klein Racing homebred won the off-the-turf 
Coronation Cup Stakes the first Sunday of the meet. Three-
year-old daughter of Congrats out of stakes winner Good Deed 
improved to 4-for-7 and $224,566 in earnings with that victory. 
“She’ll run back in the Galway. It’s turf, but I’m OK if it comes 
off. It’s come off twice and she’s run two good races.” 

Four Dawn: Ike and Dawn Thrash’s homebred 2-year-old 
Nyquist filly finished seventh of eight here in her debut July 25. 
“She was favored here in a 2-year-old special weight. Ended up 
with a bit of a tight trip, beat one horse, lost by 4 1/4 lengths 
and never really got a clean run. I’m hoping she makes anoth-
er start at the meet and rebounds. Probably more distance, 
something like seven-eighths would suit her.” 

Bonny South: One of several top fillies in the barn for the 
last few years – along with Monomoy Girl and Shedaresthedev-
il – Juddmonte’s daughter of Munnings pins her ears at the vis-
itors in front of her stall. A multiple graded stakes winner and 
earner of $704,150, she finished fifth in the Grade 2 Delaware 
Handicap last time out July 10. “She was second in the Ogden 
Phipps and then a well-beaten favorite in Delaware. Little bit of 
an odd race, no race to run in. We’ll point her to the Personal 
Ensign. She likes it up here; was second in the Alabama last 
year. She’s doing well. She’s not the friendliest, but classy. She 
runs, needs a pace.”

Lady Scarlet: Pop-A-Top Stable’s homebred 2-year-old 
Union Rags filly finished second in back-to-back starts – June 
4 at Churchill and Opening Day here. “Pop-A-Top, P. L. Blake 
from Birmingham, Alabama. Second here behind Steve As-
mussen’s Gun Runner that was real impressive (Echo Zulu). 
Another we’re hopeful can make another start here before the 
end of the meet.” 

Raven’s Cry: Martin Schwartz’s Irish-bred Raven’s Pass filly 
won the Miss Houston Turf Stakes in April and is entered in to-
day’s Fasig-Tipton De La Rose. She’s won four of 11 and two of 
four in the U.S. “A little bit of a flat race last time (fourth in the 
Indiana General Assembly Distaff at Indiana Grand). Hopefully 
she’ll rebound. I don’t think she wants to go much further than 
a mile. She has speed. She’d been training at Indiana Grand, 

just shipped in. Hopeful she can get back in good form. I’m 
hoping the inner turf keeps firming up.” 

Anileate: Zilla Racing went to $140,000 for Pioneerof The 
Nile filly at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-olds in training 
sale and added partners Black Jack Racing and Acqua Nova 
Stable. Entered for debut in today’s second. “She’s trained well 
enough, we like her.” 

Bingo John: Another of the barn’s winners, he took a New 
York-bred allowance Thursday. “I thought he’d like the two 
turns, the mile and an eighth. He’d never been around two 
turns and he’s an Oxbow. He’s a New York-bred and he’s been 
useful to this point.” 

Bubble Rock: Shortleaf Stable’s unraced 2-year-old filly by 
More Than Ready breezed 5 furlongs in 1:01.27 Aug. 2, her 
second work at Saratoga after eight at Keeneland. “She’s very 
close. I don’t have a race picked out. We may start her on the 
turf. Trained forward at Keeneland, forward enough for us to 
have confidence to bring her up.” 

Snow House: Juddmonte homebred Twirling Candy colt fin-
ished fifth after setting the pace in the Curlin Stakes July 30. He 
finished third in the Grade 3 Dwyer prior to that and is 2-for-5 
with $145,348 in earnings. “A little disappointing in the Curlin. 
Hard-trying horse. We’ll regroup with him, probably back up 
to a two-other-than. He’s a nice hose that has some try in him, 
probably just overmatched in the Curlin. It was a good edition 
of the Curlin. I thought we’d be tracking a few of them but we 
ended up leading the way. I don’t think that was a difference in 
a whole lot of the placing.” 

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 9

This is a gorgeous working farm with a training track 
less than 30 minutes from Keeneland. The farm sports 
69 lovely stalls in 3 barns, a lovely 2,650 square foot 

manager’s house, covered round pen, dirt training 
track, turf gallop, and 10 paddocks. The 97 acres 

has gently rolling fields and beautiful vistas with a 
few stately trees. The property has 20 platted and 

recorded lots if you want to develop the farm in the 
future or get a large tax write off by donating the lots. 

$1,500,000

1366 Millersburg Road, Paris, KY 
The Grange is an 1812 Federal style brick home  
w/exceptional details, 14’ ceilings, original ash 

floors, 7 FRPL’s, detailed millwork & year-round 
sun porch spans the width of the home, plus 4-car 

GAR. A circa 1799 brick barn on 33 AC plus a 
springhouse, brick cabin w/kitch & BA are  

character points that put this home on the National 
Register of Historic Places. House has extensive 

updates including remodeled gourmet kitchen   
w/vaulted ceiling. Geothermal heating &  

cooling added to the home! The farm features level 
land w/a gentle roll, gorgeous old trees, paved & 

treelined driveway, and a great setting.  $1,290,000

487 Carrick Pike, Georgetown, KY 
A spectacular barn, on a prime horse property, and a great location! 

This small breeding operation was home to 7 grade 1 winners 
including Dortmund, Flower Alley, Dullahan, Hysterical Lady. The 
main barn features interior courtyard, shedrow w/huge windows, 34 

stalls, office, 3 apartments, hay storage, 2 wash stalls, & multiple feed 
rooms/tackrooms/storage areas. Next to main barn is a European style 

covered walker. The Stallion barn has 4 add stalls & another apartment. 
The main house features one floor living & is situated in the middle 

of the farm with 2 en-suite bedrooms. The farm also has a base for an 
outdoor ring, double fenced paddocks, automatic waters, a gorgeous 

building site overlooking a 
lake. All development rights 
are sold with the property.   

$2,995,000

4487 Louisville Rd, 
Salvisa, KY 

CENTRAL KENTUCKY’S FINEST HORSE FARMS
Hill & Regan Parker (859) 608-8039

www.LexHorseFarms.com
“Real Horse People helping Real Horse People”

Continued On Page 12 

http://www.lexhorsefarms.com/
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365 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 | www.TheAdelphiHotel.com | (518) 678-6000

Featuring Luxury Accommodations & World-Class Cuisine

CALL (518) 678-6000 TO RESERVE YOUR TABLE OR CATER YOUR EVENT

YO U R  I D E A L  D I N I N G  D E S T I N AT I O N  F O R
Racing Season In Saratoga!

C A T E R I N G S A R A T O G A ’ S  F A R M  T O  T A B L E  S T E A K H O U S E

SALT CHAR

https://theadelphihotel.com/
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Vulcan: A $120,000 buy at the 2019 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July se-
lected yearling sale, 3-year-old Munnings colt has won two of six with 
two stakes placings. “Meant to run in a claiming race that has yet to go. 
Third at Prairie Meadows off a layoff earlier this year in a small stake. 
Stakes-placed at 2 as well. A good-looking horse that’s trying to find his 
level, trying to find the winner’s circle.”

Kaely’s Sister: Another winner at the meet, Dean Maltzman’s 3-year-
old Maclean’s Music filly won a starter allowance July 25. “When she 
won it was probably one of the faster three-quarter times of the meet 
(1:09.98). She’s cool. She’s got the first level allowance, hoping to get 
her back in before the end of the meet. She tries hard. I have her half 
brother by Twirling Candy at Keeneland that is making some progress. 
His name is Kaely’s Brother so that won’t be hard to follow.” 

Shedaresthedevil: Last year’s Kentucky Oaks winner is not part 
of the Saratoga string but will make noise in the older filly and mare 
division. She shipped west out of Cox’s string at Ellis Park to win the 
Grade 1 Clement L. Hirsch last weekend at Del Mar. The winner of eight 
of 15 and $2,047,318, she runs for Flurry Racing Stables, Qatar Racing 
Limited and Big Aut Farms. “That was huge, a big effort. She bounced 
out of it well and is back at Ellis Park. We’ll probably end up having 
one more prep prior to the Breeders’ Cup. Not sure where that will be. 
It was good to get her out there and get a run over the track. It was a 
Win and You’re In, so that was worth something as well. We’re looking 
at the Spinster at Keeneland or even the Locust Grove at Churchill in 
September.”

Monomoy Girl: The two-time champ. Another who isn’t here but 
one we had to include, she’s still at WinStar Farm rehabbing from mus-

cle soreness after her second in the Grade 1 Apple Blossom Handicap 
April 17 at Oaklawn Park. The two-time winner of the Breeders’ Cup 
Distaff, who sold to Spendthrift Farm for $9.5 million at Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky’s fall mixed sale last year, has won 14 of 17 with three sec-
onds for $4,776,818 in earnings. “She’s doing well, she really is. It’s 
possible she could come in in a few weeks. We don’t have an exact date. 
They’re in light training, jogging, doing some galloping. She would go 
to Ellis. We’ll see where she takes us this time. She’s special, for sure.”

Warrior’s Charge: Ten Strike Racing’s and Madaket Stable’s 
5-year-old son of Munnings finished second to Maxfield in the Grade 2 
Stephen Foster at Churchill June 26. He’s at Ellis Park. “He’s pointing 
to the Charles Town Classic. It’s one of those things with a track like 
that you don’t know if they’re going to like it until you try it. If they like 
it, great. Who knows. You don’t get to try it again for a year I guess.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 10

Racehorse  
Pre-Training  

in Ocala, Florida

Bringing out  
their Best!
To discuss your  

requirements contact  
Nick Esler 

(561) 634-1306  
Carl Allsop

(434) 484-2086

info@sandhurst-tb.com

y
For More Information Visit  

sandhurst-thoroughbreds.com thisishorseracing.com/readersclub

Join the Club 
and get some 

sweet member perks.

https://www.sandhurst-thoroughbreds.com/
https://thisishorseracing.com/news/index.php/about-2/special-reader
https://www.capitalotb.com/
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BY SEAN CLANCY & JOE CLANCY 
You know that fretting horse at the end of the 

barn who stands at his webbing and weaves? Back 
and forth, back and forth, back and forth, all day. 
He leans on his left front, then sways to his right 
and back to his left like a Deadhead gone wrong. 
He wears out the inside of his shoes while stressing 
over things he cannot control – but man can he run. 

Well, Brad Cox is that weaver. At least he was 
for the 1:47.70 of Saturday’s $1 million Whitney 
Stakes at Saratoga Race Course. Dave Harmon

Knicks Go and Joel Rosario wrap up a victory in Saturday’s Whitney Stakes.

Go and 
Gone 

Cox frontrunner wires 
four rivals in Grade 1

WHITNEY STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 16 

http://www.brisnet.com/content/
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Hip 37  |  Filly o/o Airs

LORD
NELSON
P u l p i t ' s  l a s t  g r e a t  s o n .

Hip 197  |  Filly o/o Sliced Bread

Don’t Miss These Select Yearlings In Saratoga.

https://www.spendthriftfarm.com/stallions/lordnelson/
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Cox, trainer of even-money fa-
vorite Knicks Go in a field of five, 
stood in front of 40 or so fans at the 
clubhouse television bank facing the 
paddock. He fretted himself through 
the first mile of the 1 1/8-mile Grade 
1 before letting it out with a monster 
high five to his son Blake and assis-
tants Luke Kueber and Trace Messina 
and a turn toward the winner’s circle. 

In a matter of steps, Cox switched 
from nervous weaver to a composed 
winner. 

“This is great. This is great,” Cox 
said. “He went quick and kept going 
and fought off some very, very good 
horses. We’re proud of him.”

Owned by the Korea Racing Au-
thority, Knicks Go took control of the 
2021 older-horse division – leading 
at every call for Joel Rosario while 
defeating Maxfield by 4 1/2 lengths 
with Silver State third. Preakness win-
ner Swiss Skydiver made a run at the 
winner on the final turn but was no 
match and finished fourth while By 
My Standards was fifth throughout 
after stumbling at the start.

Knicks Go broke sharp from post 
four, inside second choice Maxfield 
as Rosario draped long and low, al-

lowing but not urging natural speed 
to match the filly Swiss Skydiver into 
the first turn. Ears pinned, Knicks Go 
disdained the company and opened a 
quick 5 lengths in a matter of strides. 
Not rank but certainly rapid, Knicks 
Go rolled through a quarter-mile 
in :23.42 and a half in :46.76, con-
trolling an easy lead over Swiss Sky-
diver. Maxfield tracked in third on the 
outside but never looked comfortable 
as Met Mile winner Silver State and 
longshot By My Standards tried to 
keep tabs. Through three-quarters of 
a mile in 1:10.32, Knicks Go loped on 
the lead as Swiss Skydiver, Maxfield 
and Silver State mustered rallies that 
got them closer in distance but still 
distant. 

With one pair of dark goggles on his 
helmet and a clear pair over his eyes, 
Rosario changed his hold, allowed 
his whip in his right hand to dangle 
like a bandanna in a back pocket and 
pushed about as hard as he would 
warming up on the jocks’ room Equi-
cizer. Passing the eighth pole, Knicks 
Go drifted out while opening up on 
his spent rivals. Passing the sixteenth 
pole, Rosario looked under his right 
arm and snuck a quick look under his 
left. He caught a glimpse of the crowd 
and sky to his right and Maxfield and 
Silver State toiling for second under 

The Whitney –
 Continued from page 14

Dave Harmon
Joel Rosario checks behind him as Knicks Go pulls away from Maxfield and Silver State.

Continued On Page 18 

http://www.bridlewoodfarm.com/
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his left. With empathy and aplomb, Rosario did 
what he does best, allowing the horse to run. 

“I just stay out of his way, let him do his thing,” 
Rosario said. “The horse loves to run and when 
they’re running like that, you don’t need to hit 
them. When they’re running fast, you don’t need to 
do anything.” 

Nobody does that better than Rosario, who 
improved to 5-for-7 aboard the Maryland-bred 
5-year-old. Bred by Angie Moore and raised by 
her daughter Sabrina at their GreenMount Farm 
outside Baltimore, the son of Paynter improved to 
eight wins from 21 starts for $5,368,995.  

Purchased for $87,000 at Keeneland September 
sale in 2017, Knicks Go won the Grade 1 Claiborne 
Breeders’ Futurity and finished second in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Juvenile in 2018. The go-out-on-his-shield 
loss began a 10-race losing streak that prompted 
the Korea Racing Authority to move the gray colt 
from Ben Colebrook to Brad Cox. 

“He didn’t have a good 3-year-old campaign, 
we got Derby fever and we paid for it the whole 
year,” KRA’s representative Jun Park said. “Ben did 
a good job but we were desperate to find something 
to change.”

Cox knew the horse and knew the potential.

The Whitney –
 Continued from page 16

Continued On Page 18 

Tod Marks
Knicks Go (center) surges away from the gate ahead of Maxfield (left) and Swiss Skydiver.

PLAY LIKE
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today to claim your FREE WEEK!
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Continued On Page 20 

https://equinedge.com/


19Sunday, auguSt 8, 2021 the Saratoga Special

https://www.winstarfarm.com/


20 Sunday, auguSt 8, 2021the Saratoga Special

“This horse was a really good 
horse at 2, his Breeders’ Futurity was 
really impressive, he was 70-1 and ran 
away from those horses,” Cox said. 
“When I got him, I was like, ‘Wow, 
he’s a two-other than.’ ”

Knicks Go made his debut for Cox 
with a 7 1/2-length win in a two other 
than at Oaklawn Park last February. 

“I was like, ‘OK, wow, he can be a 
graded horse,” Cox said. 

He didn’t return to the races until 
October. With Rosario aboard for 
the first time, Knicks Go drew off to 
win by 10 1/2 lengths in a three-other 
than at Keeneland. 

Stakes beckoned again and Knicks 
Go won the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup 
Dirt Mile and the Grade 1 Pegasus in 
January. Sent to Saudi Arabia for the 
Grade 1 Saudi Cup, worth $20 mil-
lion, Knicks Go weakened to finish 
fourth. 

Cox freshened Knicks Go after 
that trip and originally was thinking 
about the Grade 3 Steve Sexton Mile 

at Lone Star Park but changed course. 
He aimed for the Grade 1 Met Mile 
instead and Knicks Go suffered his 
second consecutive loss around a one-
turn configuration.

“When Charlatan went to the side-
lines, I was like, ‘Hey, we need to take 
a shot in the Met Mile.’ He trained 
every bit as well so when he got beat, 
I felt like I knew he needed the two 
turns to clear off,” Cox said. “The 
Saudi Cup was a mile and an eighth 
but it was around one turn. You don’t 
know until you try, there were 20 
million reasons to try Saudi and then 
there was a Grade 1 staring us in the 
face figuring we would be the favor-
ite. We learned our lesson.”

Two turns forever.
Knicks Go came back to win the 

Grade 3 Cornhusker at Prairie Mead-
ows five weeks before the Whitney. 
Two wins, four turns. 

“Around two turns, he can get that 
rail and clear off,” Cox said. “It’s the 
Whitney. At Saratoga. It’s the pre-
mier race here in New York for older 
horses around two turns. Saratoga is 
magical. For anybody who likes horse 
racing, this is it.”

Knicks Go made sure of it.

The Whitney –
 Continued from page 18

Josh Pons 443-807-0644   v  Mike Pons 410-459-8517 
Christy Holden 410-808-1325  v  Bel Air, Maryland  

410-879-1952  v  info@countrylifefarm.com  v  countrylifefarm.com 

#11 on the First Crop Sire List and climbing!
Graded-stakes winning earner of nearly $900,000 out of  

$1.9 million earner Precious Kitten (1/2 to leading sire Kitten’s Joy).

The ONLY son of Tapit at stud with a multiple G1-winning dam.

Standing at Country Life Farm in Maryland for $5,000 LFSN.
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Divining RodDivining Rod
Tapit—Precious Kitten, Catienus

https://www.realtor.com/realestateteam/the-goodridge-team_saratoga-springs_12866_3831363
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Congratulations  
STEVE ASMUSSEN  
and His Entire Team

On Becoming the  
WINNINGEST TRAINER  
of All Time

WINCHELL THOROUGHBREDS  
and CORINTHIA FARM

GUN RUNNER wins  
the Whitney H.-G1 by 

5 1/2 lengths.

GUN RUNNER  
Woodward-G1

COPPER BULLET
Saratoga Special-G2

JUST WICKED
Adirondack-G2

CUVEE
Saratoga Special-G2
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BY PAUL HALLORAN
They say sometimes the best deals 

are the ones you don’t make, and Mi-
chael Imperio would have to agree. 

“Someone offered us $800,000 for 
her two weeks before the race,” said 
a smiling Imperio, sipping a flute of 
champagne in the Carmen M. Barrera 
Horsemen’s Lounge, after Bella Sofia 
was a convincing winner of the Grade 
1 Test Stakes at Saratoga Race Course 
Saturday.

“I wanted to take it, or at least sell 
half, but my partners outvoted me,” 
he said.

Score one for majority rules, even 
if the majority partner is on the losing 
side of the election.

The Whitney Day bettors saw 
something in Bella Sofia, a $20,000 

purchase at the OBS July 2-year-old 
sale last year, betting her to 4-1 off 
a 6-1 morning line. The $10.40 win 
mutuel looked like a steal, after Luis 
Saez got her out of the gate behind 
Bob Baffert-trained Illumination, 
tracked the leader to the stretch and 
easily pulled away for a 4 1/4-length 
win.

“She broke so perfect,” said Saez, 
leading the jockey standings with 
34 wins through 18 days. “We were 
looking for that spot right there to 
sit and make a run into the stretch. 
She did it so well and so beautifully. 
She came through the stretch pretty Tod Marks

Bella Sofia pulls clear in the stretch of Saturday’s Test Stakes.

TEST STAKES RECAP

Hard Line
Bella Sofia rolls for owners 
who turned down offer to sell

Continued On Page 24 
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 weathervane, and of  
course, all latest in the 

steeplechase world. 
No one will tell 
their stories like  

Mid-Atlantic Thoroughbred. 
The issue is available  

online at  
MidAtlanticTB.com.  

Just join the Club  
and get the  

digital edition free!
Better yet, stop by the  

Saratoga Special offices at  
259 East Avenue  

for a hard copy, and 
enjoy the good read!

https://midatlantictb.com/
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smoothly. I knew the one horse (Il-
lumination) had some speed, so the 
plan was to break from there, sit and 
make one move with her.”

Rudy Rodriguez trains the filly for 
an ownership group that also includes 
Vincent Scuderi, Sofia Soares, Gabri-
elle Farm, Mazel Stable Partners and 
Matthew Mercurio. By Awesome Pa-
triot out of the Consolidator mare 
Love Contract, Bella Sofia broke her 
maiden by 11 lengths in her career de-
but May 6 at Belmont Park. A second 
in the Jersey Girl Stakes at Belmont 
was followed by a 6 1/2-length allow-
ance win, prompting the connections 
to take a shot in a Grade 1. Another 
good decision.

“I know we asked a lot of her,” 
Rodriguez said. “We’re happy to 
have her in the barn. Since the day 
she broke her maiden, she was very 
impressive. She was training good … 
You know when you draw the out-
side, you pretty much just let the jock-
ey figure out what they want to do. I 
thought she was going to be in front 
when she broke that good. She was 
nice and comfortable and she was 
running very well for him and when 
he asked her, she was there for him.”

Favorite Search Results, making 
her first start for Klaravich Stables and 
Chad Brown since winning the Grade 
1 Acorn on Belmont Stakes Day, closed 
for third but never threatened.

Rodriguez said it was especially 
meaningful to win a Grade 1 on a day 

when the feature includes the name of 
the late, great Marylou Whitney.

“It’s one of the biggest days in Sara-
toga,” he said. “She helped everybody 
on the backstretch. She was so kind, 
the way she treated everybody.”

Imperio credited Rodriguez with 
an outstanding training job.

“She can be a nervous type,” he 
said of Bella Sofia. “Rudy has the 
same routine with her. He walks her 
through the paddock every day on the 
way to train.”

Bella Sofia was one of six hors-
es that Nick Sallusto picked out for 
Imperio’s partnership at last year’s 
sale, spending $300,000. Needless 
to say, “this is the best one,” Impe-
rio said. “We all have different horses 
with Rudy, but this is the one we all 
teamed up on.”

That led to an exuberant celebra-
tion, both in the winner’s circle and 
the Barrera Lounge, and especially 
meaningful win for Imperio.

“My father (Dominick) was a train-
er and he passed away in March,” he 
said. “There is a memorial dinner 
for him (Sunday). My family and my 
friends will be here for that, too.”

Imperio’s wife, Libby, was late to 
the champagne toast, having gone 
on TV to discuss the win. When she 
got to the horseman’s lounge, she in-
formed her husband that a portion of 
the $275,000 winner’s share was al-
ready spoken for.

“I said (on TV) we are going to 
make a donation,” said Libby, the 
president of the Belmont Child Care 
Association board. 

Michael responded with an ap-
proving nod and an even bigger smile.

Test –
 Continued from page 22

Tod Marks
Bella Sofia and her people (led by trainer Rudy Rodriguez, left) head to the winner’s circle.

https://gainesway.com/sales/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=HPV&utm_campaign=Sales&utm_content=FTSAUGGrads
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A picture is worth

Inquiries to Joe McMahon / 180 Fitch Road / Saratoga Springs, NY  12866
(518) 587-3426 / office@mcmahonthoroughbreds.com / www.mcmahonthoroughbreds.com

Irish Whisper  |  4/22/21  |  filly

Ladyberg   |  2/5/21  |  filly  
  

Sign Off   |  4/9/21  |  filly  
  

Angel's Trace   |  2/12/21  |  filly  
  

Pride of Saratoga   |  2/24/21  |  filly  
  

Bitter Gold  |  4/14/21  |  colt  
  

Words

Yolies Choice  |  3/27/21  |  colt  
  

10001000

Plinking  |  3/8/21  |  colt  
  

First foals by 4X G1 son of Curlin SOLOMINI

Tap for Luck  |  3/20/21  
colt  
  

New York’s
Leading Sire
of Mares Bred
in 2020!

http://mcmahonthoroughbreds.com/
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BY JOE CLANCY
You’re Joseph O’Brien. You’re targeting a $1 

million turf race at Saratoga with an Irish-based 
3-year-old you think wants extra ground and firm 
turf. And you need a jockey. 

What do you do? Check in with John Velazquez’s 
agent Ron Anderson, line up the Hall of Famer 
and let it happen. Velazquez and 21-1 shot State 
Of Rest did the rest – dispatching 10 rivals to land 
the $584,000 winner’s share of Saturday’s Grade 1 
Saratoga Derby for owner Teme Valley Racing. 

“Johnny is an amazing rider and he’s very ex-
perienced,” O’Brien said afterward. “I told him to 
break as good as he could and get him comfortable Dave Harmon

State Of Rest and John Velazquez stretch for the finish in Saturday’s Saratoga Derby.

Good Team
O’Brien, Velazquez
upset Grade 1 stakes
with State Of Rest

SARATOGA DERBY STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 28 

https://www.margauxfarm.com/
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Outstanding 
Opportunities

Horsemen Serving Horsemen for Nearly Two Decades

Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Select
August 9-10  |  Barn 7C
    2 Bolt d’Oro / Take a Memo colt
  17 Frosted / Unhedged colt
  19 Uncle Mo / Uptown Twirl colt
  80 Mendelssohn / Dogwood Trail colt
103 Bolt d’Oro / Garnet filly
135 Street Sense / Lucevan filly
138 Good Magic / Luna Vega filly
197 Lord Nelson / Sliced Bread filly
208 Tapit / Sweet Talkin colt

Fasig-Tipton New York Bred
August 15-16  |  Barn 7C
460 Accelerate / Late ‘n Left colt
484 Mendelssohn / Mela Dramatically filly
539 Unified / Rubicon colt

Four Star Sales    2370 Sandersville Road, Lexington, KY 40511    859-252-4800

https://fourstarsales.com/
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Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace, Robyn Murray or Blaise Benjamin. 
Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879 5756. 

• Unbeaten Triple Crown winner 
• 6 straight wins including 4 Gr.1’s by 23¾ lengths! 
• Sire of the joint top-priced weanling at Keeneland 
      November and the top-priced  
      weanling filly at Fasig-Tipton 
      November

The best son of Scat Daddy

• Gr.1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf  winner, Gr.2 UAE Derby 
       winner by 18½ lengths and 2nd Gr.1 Travers S. 
• Half-brother to INTO MISCHIEF and BEHOLDER 
• First weanlings sold for 
       $300,000, $300,000 etc.

The best-bred son of Scat Daddy

and, you know, wherever he was was 
fine. I’m not going to give somebody 
like Johnny too many instructions.”

State Of Rest broke a half-beat 
slow and to his left. Velazquez react-
ed by hustling the bay colt past four 
horses to his inside and one to his out-
side and was sixth, alone, covered up 
and comfortable as the field went past 
the wire for the first time. Despite the 
tardy start and some pre-race shenan-
igans, State Of Rest was where he 
needed to be.

“Joseph wanted him a little clos-
er to the pace today, but I couldn’t 
get his mind on his business,” said 
Velazquez. “In the post parade, he 
wanted to jump on the pony. In the 
gate, he was smelling the other hors-
es. He was not paying any attention 
to what he needed to do.”

Fellow Europeans Cadillac and 
6-5 favorite Bolshoi Ballet went to the 
front early and had company from 
Cellist into the first turn. Cellist went 
on, Bolshoi Ballet backed off into 
second with Cadillac and Du Jour 
completing the first four. State Of 
Rest stalked in sixth, next to Flashiest 
through a half-mile in :47.54.

Velazquez loved what he saw.
“I came out of there running but he 

wasn’t near the lead, I saved ground 

and go to Plan B,” he said. “Believe 
me, Plan B was working, when I got 
to the backstretch and he was like 
that and let me put him wherever I 
wanted, all I was waiting for was the 
pace to get out of there.”

Velazquez allowed the son of 
Starspangledbanner to advance in-
side horses coming to the turn, sav-
ing ground as others revved up wide 
moves. State Of Rest spun to the four 
path behind Bolshoi Ballet – whose 
brief acceleration cleared space for 
the rally – off the turn as Cellist gave 
way and Soldier Rising rallied up the 
rail. 

“On the backstretch, he was giv-
ing me a really, really good feeling 
so I was really happy where I was,” 
Velazquez said. “The three-eighths 
pole, I was just looking where to 
see where to go, biding my time and 
when I saw the other European (Bol-
shoi Ballet) took the other horses out, 
(claps hand), shoot there and let’s go. 
It worked out.”

State Of Rest swept past just be-
yond the three-sixteenths pole and 
powered home with his first win since 
a debut score at Fairyhouse in June 
2020. He won by a length with Sol-
dier Rising second, Du Jour third and 
Bolshoi Ballet fourth. Trained in Ire-
land by O’Brien’s father Aidan, Bol-
shoi Ballet garnered most of the pre-
race attention thanks to two Group 3 
wins in Ireland this year and a score 
in the Belmont Derby July 10.

Saratoga Derby –
 Continued from page 26

Tod Marks
Joseph O’Brien and John Velazquez share a 
moment after the Saratoga Derby.

Tod Marks
State Of Rest visits the winner’s circle Continued On Page 30 

https://coolmore.com/
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The Top Ten NY-Bred Money Earners of 2020
Previously Sold at Auction as Yearlings:

nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777 Visit our website or call 518.388.0174

BUY NOW . . . BE READY!
•   MORE THAN 800 RESTRICTED RACES, 

     INCLUDING 60+ RESTRICTED STAKES

•   2YO’S RUN FOR NEARLY $3 MILLION 

     IN PURSES IN 16 STAKES

•   NY STALLION STAKES SERIES WORTH 

     $2.3 MILLION IN PURSES

•   NYRA PURSES REACH ALL-TIME HIGHS, 

     INCLUDING $85,000 NY-BRED MSW RACES

Average Sale Price: 

$87,700

Average Career Earnings:

$771,738

(EQUIBASE.COM career earnings through 7/4/21)

MAY, BELMONT PARK
$1+ MIL IN NYB PURSES

AMERICA’S RICHEST RACES
FOR STATE-SIRED 2YO’S

AUG. 27, SARATOGA
NYB STAKES WORTH $1.1+ MIL

OCTOBER, BELMONT PARK
NYB STAKES WORTH $1.2 MIL

https://www.nybreds.com/
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 Breeders’ Cup 
 & multiple

Grade 1s  

NEWSPAPEROFRECORD
purchased by Klaravich Stables
from Goldford Stud 
for 200,000 gns
additional Gr. 1 winners inc:
AUNT PEARL, CAMPANELLE,  
DIGITAL AGE, 
DOMESTIC SPENDING

Europe’s Unrivalled Source of 

US GRADED STAKES WINNERS

TAT T E R S A L L S  O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E ,  B O O K  1

O C T O B E R  Y E A R L I N G  S A L E 
Book 1 October 5 – 7

featuring the £20,000 Tattersalls October Book 1 Bonus

Lincoln Collins T: +1 859 339 3301    l.collins@tattersalls.com   www.tattersalls.com 

Joseph O’Brien bought State Of 
Rest for $80,543 at the Tattersalls 
October yearling sale in 2019 and 
won a maiden the following June at 
Fairyhouse. It’s been tougher going 
since with five losses to complete his 
juvenile campaign and a third in his 
3-year-old debut at The Curragh June 
26. O’Brien called that race a good 
prep for Saratoga.

“The horse has good 2-year-old 
form, he had a little hold up in the 
spring and he missed some of the 
good races in Ireland,” the trainer 
said. “He had a real good run the last 
time, his first off a long layoff.”

O’Brien mulled his options, and 
the Saratoga Derby started to become 
a reality despite no starts longer than 
a mile. The victory, O’Brien’s first at 
Saratoga Race Course, multiplied 
State Of Rest’s lifetime earnings by 
more than 10. 

“When he ran good on his first 
start the last time we were looking 
at where to go with him and thought 
this was a lovely spot,” O’Brien said. 

“We thought the conditions would 
suit him well and the owners were 
very game. Obviously, we weren’t 
sure how he would handle it all. He 
hadn’t gone around turns like this, 
but he handled it really well.”

The win was Velazquez’s fourth of 
the meet, a long way from his heyday 
of vying for the Saratoga riding title, 
but added another Grade 1 to a long 
list including triumphs in the Ken-
tucky Derby, Kentucky Oaks, Derby 
City Distaff and Man o’ War this year. 
The 49-year-old will take it.

“It doesn’t get old,” he said of 
winning big races. “It doesn’t get old. 
Listen, I’m riding good, I’ll ride the 
horses the way I think they should be 
ridden. I put them where I think they 
can win. If they’re not running, I can’t 
do anything else, buddy. I can’t carry 
them. I put them where I think they 
belong, if they can’t run from there, 
I did my job. I’m not questioning 
myself, I’m doing what I can, believe 
me, I watch myself over and over and 
over again and I said, ‘I can’t change 
anything else, I did everything in my 
power to win and it didn’t happen so 
move on.’ ” 

Additional reporting 
by Sean Clancy

Saratoga Derby –
 Continued from page 28

Tod Marks
State Of Rest (left) leads everyone to the finish in the Saratoga Derby.

https://www.tattersalls.com/
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Steve Asmussen. North 
America’s Winningest 
Trainer. Sure has a nice ring 
to it.  

Albergatti  •  Astrology  •  Aurelius Maximus  •  Awesome Arceno  •  Bear Brian  •  Beau 

Liam  •  Belle Noelle  •  Candescent  •  Cantata  •  Captain Cherokee  •  Capture  •  Cazadero  

•  Clairiere  •  Cognito  •  Combatant  •  Countess Curlin  •  Curlin  •  Dawn the Destroyer  

•  Dominus  •  Dr Ballenger  •  Envoyer  •  Eyes On Eddy  •  Far East Gold  •  Flash Magic  •  

Flash of Wonder  •  Forest Music  •  Glinda the Good  •  Golden State  •  Hailey d’Oro  •  

Hard to Get  •  Hawaii Calls  •  Heavenly Chorus  •  Hierro  •  Hot Dixie Chick  •  Houston 

Harbor  •  Iron Fist  •  Island Soul  •  Kajiwara  •  Kantharos  •  Kay Ellen  •  Keiko  •  Kensei  

•  Knock Out Cat  •  La Appassionata  •  Lady Laura  •  Langley  •  Leilana  •  Love Ballad  

•  Maclean’s Music  •  Mandira  •  Marcy Darcy  •  Mia Mischief  •  Miss Stonestreet  •  

Misty Lady (ARG)  •  Moliere  •  Mt. Brave  •  My Miss Aurelia  •  Napa Cat  •  Nitrous  •  

Noble Truth  •  Noelle Rose  •  Nuclear Wayne  •  Omniscient  •  Pacific Star  •  Palio Flag  

•  Pauline’s Pearl  •  Peggy Jane  •  Polyhymnia  •  Prescient  •  Rachel Alexandra  •  

Red Wine  •  Royal Obsession  •  Sequoia King  •  Sequoia Queen  •  Silky Serenade  •  

Sonoma Cat  •  Sonoma Crush  •  Star Defender  •  Stonestreet Lady  •  Stonestreet Song  

•  Stonestreet Storm  •  Storm Trust  •  Stormin Maggy  •   Teen Pauline  •  Terra Promessa  
•  Tiz Wonderful  •  Touchable Gold  •  Unbridled Trust  •  Union Jackson  •  Velvet Sister  

•  Verify  •  Verne  •  War Treaty  •  Watchkeeper  •  Wharton  •  Whinston  •  Wilburn

Thanks for letting us be a part of your incredible career. 
Stonestreet Stables congratulates Steve Asmussen and the 
entire Asmussen Racing team.
stonestreetfarms.com STABLESSTABLESSTABLES

https://www.stonestreetfarms.com/
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BY MARY EDDY
George Krikorian has found him-

self in the winner’s circle for some 
big races as an owner. His filly Hol-
lywood Story won the Grade 1 Hol-
lywood Starlet in 2003, and Mucho 
Unusual gave him his most recent 
Grade 1 in the Rodeo Drive last Sep-
tember at Santa Anita Park. 

But with all the success he’s seen on 
the West Coast, a graded stakes win 
at Saratoga Race Course eluded him 
for more than two decades. Finally, 
he scored that elusive win Saturday 
with War Like Goddess in the Grade 
2 Glens Falls Stakes. 

“I’ve never won a graded stakes 
here and at 4-5, it put a lot of pressure 
on us, but it’s wonderful,” said Kriko-
rian. “This is a special track with a lot 

of history. It’s really special to win a 
race here.” 

While pacesetter Dalika opened up 
six lengths on the field heading into 
the stretch for the first time in the 
1 1/2-mile race, War Like Goddess 
stayed toward the rear of the field as 
she had in her five other starts, wait-
ing for Julien Leparoux’s cue. 

As Dalika began to tire after a mile 
in 1:38.84, War Like Goddess swung 
six-wide when Luck Money and My 
Sister Nat also optioned for an outside 
run. Despite the wide run, War Like 
Goddess overtook My Sister Nat and 
drew away to win by 3 1/4 lengths. 

Tod Marks
War Like Goddess gears down after winning Saturday’s Glens Falls.

GLENS FALLS STAKES RECAP

Nearly Perfect
Mott trainee War Like Goddess 
improves to 5-for-6 in turf stakes

Continued On Page 34 

http://www.eddiewoods.com/
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Ecliipse Champion MIDNIGHT BISOU  
scores a  hard-fought victory in Saratoga’s Personal Ensign S.-G1

CONGRATULATIONS 
STEVE ASMUSSEN

Ecliipse Champion  
MIDNIGHT BISOU 
©ALEX EVERS/ECLIPSE SPORTSWIRE 

 

Thank you for the thrills and for the  
exceptional dedication from you and your team!  

It has been an honor to be part of it!  

https://www.bloomracing.com/
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“She came from behind and ran 
against some traffic a bit, but she 
was the best filly,” said Leparoux. 
“She gave some kick in the end. She 
broke good. We got bumped, so we 
were last because of the bump in the 
beginning. But she still had the kick, 
so that was nice to see. She’s going to 
improve for it.”

The Glens Falls was the first mount 
of the meet for the two-time Eclipse 
Award winner, who has been riding 
regularly at Ellis Park this summer. 

“It’s always good to win at Sarato-
ga ... the filly was doing good coming 
back from the layoff. It felt great,” he 
said.  

With her latest victory raising her 
earnings to $383,684, War Like God-
dess has proven to be a wise invest-
ment for Krikorian, who purchased 
her for $30,000 at the 2019 OBS June 
2-year-olds in training sale. Krikorian 
credited bloodstock agent Donato 
Lanni for picking out the filly. 

“He called me one day and told 
me, ‘I saw this filly, she looks really 
nice. She might need some time but 
when she grows up, I think she’ll be 
a special horse,’ Krikorian said. “He 
was right. She’s been pretty special so 
far. She’s bred for this distance, for 
sure.”

Special might be an appropriate 
way to describe a filly who has won 
all but one of her six starts, including 
two other graded stakes where she 
also went wide in the final turn and 
showed a strong turn of foot to finish 
well. 

After a debut maiden win in Sep-
tember, the 4-year-old daughter of 
English Channel won her next start 
against winners by 3 1/4 lengths be-
fore a disappointing fifth in the Grade 
3 The Very One Stakes. 

She rebounded to win the Grade 
3 Orchid Stakes in her next start by 
a nose and the Grade 3 Bewitch last 
time out in April. 

The win in the Glens Falls gave 
trainer Bill Mott his second stakes 
win this week after taking the Alydar 
Friday with 9-5 favorite Art Collec-
tor. The favorite again today, Mott 
was pleased with the performance 
from War Like Goddess. 

“She ran well,” he said. “We fresh-
ened her up a little bit and brought 
her back. She moved forward for us 
and beat a nice bunch of fillies. Our 
filly was pulling a little bit and they 
were going slow up front, so you al-
ways hope they can close into that 
slow kind of pace. She was good 
enough.”

The final time for the Glens Falls 
was 2:27.55, with My Sister Nat sec-
ond and Temple City Terror 5 lengths 
back in third. 

Home of the 
NO-EXPENSE Claim

Th oroughbred Racing Partnerships

Race Horse Ownership off ers so much 
more than just the Excitement!

(800) 989-IFRS(4377)
infrontracingstables.com

Glens Falls –
 Continued from page 32

Tod Marks
Trainer Bill Mott (right) and Neal Poznansky greet War Like Goddess after the win.

https://infrontracingstables.com/
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For inquiries, please contact Arthur Hancock at (859) 987-3737  •  200 Stoney Point Road, Paris, KY 40361     
E-mail: stonefarm@stonefarm.com    www.stonefarm.com 

© BOBBY SHIFLET PHOTO

73  c.  UNCLE MO – Dame Dorothy, by Bernardini 

95  c.  MUNNINGS – Flask, by Maria’s Mon 
  

Selling Monday 
August 9th • Barn 1

We Sell Only What We Raise
Saratoga Sale • 100th Anniversary

Selling at Saratoga  
for FIVE Generations

https://stonefarm.com/
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www.thoroughbredaftercare.org  |  (859) 224-2756

Funds raised by the TAA support  
an accredited aftercare network  

across North America that includes...

12,900 thoroughbreds

55 sanctuaries 

70 rehab programs

69 adoption programs

81 organizations 

180+ facilities

16 equine-assisted programs

Presented by:

Friday Night’s  

“DEADLINE DINNER” 
presented by 

BEER IS BACK ON  
THE TABLE!

86 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS
HENRYSTREETTAPROOM.COM

CASUAL EATS  
& DRINKS

84 HENRY ST., SARATOGA SPRINGS
FLATBREAD.SOCIAL

BY IV HENDRIX
“How fitting.”
Yeah, how fitting.
Steve Asmussen saddled Stellar 

Tap for the fifth race Saturday at 
Saratoga Race Course, then snaked 
through the Whitney Day crowd to a 
clubhouse box in front of Section C. 
His wife Julie sat to his left, young-
est son Eric to his right, middle and 
oldest sons Darren and Keith behind 
him.

Ricardo Santana Jr. pushed Stellar 
Tap to the lead from the break. The 
gray Tapit colt dueled with Brigadier 
General down the backstretch and 
into the turn. 

At the quarter pole, spring-loaded 
stadium seats began to slam.

At the three-sixteenths pole, Eric 
and Darren stood. At the eighth, Julie 
stood. 

And at the sixteenth, with Winchell 
Thoroughbreds’ and L and N Rac-
ing’s Stellar Tap 5 lengths clear, Steve 
Asmussen stood.  

Ushers fist pumped, a security 
guard high-fived a man in a seersuck-
er jacket, Darren slapped his dad on 
the back. Asmussen leaned left to kiss 
his wife, then, through a tunnel of ex-
tended arms, programs and pens, the 
winningest North American trainer in Tod Marks

Stellar Tap brings home victory 9,446 for trainer Steve Asmussen in Saturday’s fifth race.

9,446
Asmussen alone at top of wins list

Continued On Page 38 

https://www.thoroughbredaftercare.org/
https://www.henrystreettaproom.com/
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A  N E W  L E V E L  O F  R A C I N G 
LIVE MEET: December 3, 2021–May 8, 2022

9,446 WINS AND COUNTING!

THE STAFF AND MANAGEMENT CONGRATULATE HALL OF FAMER AND 
11-TIME LEADING TRAINER STEVE ASMUSSEN 

ON HIS HISTORIC MILESTONE. 

https://oaklawn.com/racing/?utm_source=SaratogaSpecial&utm_medium=FP&utm_campaign=22HR&utm_content=Stakes
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history walked to the winner’s circle. 
The victory gave him 9,446, one more 
than the late Dale Baird who he tied 
the day before with wins at Saratoga 
and Ellis Park. 

“A horse from Winchell, a horse 
that came through Laredo training 
center, at Saratoga on Whitney Day?” 
Asmussen said. “That’s a pretty good 
target from 9,446 away.”

Good aim.  
Asmussen won his first race, 

$2,600 maiden at New Mexico’s Ru-
idoso Downs, with Victory’s Halo in 
1986 – one of 15 starts that year for 
the trainer. He’s been at it ever since.

Winchell has owned some of As-
mussen’s best, including 2017 Horse 
of the year and champion older male 
Gun Runner. Stellar Tap went through 
Asmussen’s parents’ breaking and 
pre-training program at their Laredo, 
Texas, training center. And yes, it was 
Whitney Day at Saratoga.  

Standing atop a foundation 9,446 
wins strong in the winner’s circle at 
Saratoga, Asmussen remembered 

some of his best.
“Valid Expectations was our first 

graded stakes winner,” Asmussen 
said. “He was better than we were 
and he was capable of carrying what 
we didn’t know.

“Curlin, when he won the Preak-
ness, it was my first classic victory. 

Then the Dubai World Cup. He could 
do things we couldn’t do for our-
selves.

“To be associated with Rachel (Al-
exandra) was a myth in the way she 
carried herself. She had a career cre-
scendoed as beautifully as it gets.”

While Asmussen has conditioned 

champions and classic winners, elite 
runners aren’t responsible for the 
majority of his wins. He maintains 
active strings at racetracks all over 
the Southwest and Midwest. Of his 
record 9,446 wins, 277 have come in 
graded stakes.  

He ran 12 horses Saturday, at Sara-
toga, Monmouth Park, Louisiana 
Downs and Ellis Park – getting the 
single win in New York to pass Baird 
(who put up his numbers from 1961 
through 2007).

“I’m very proud of where I came 
from and don’t want to forget it,” As-
mussen said, recalling his childhood 
in Texas and lessons from his parents. 
“If you show up and take care of 
what you’re supposed to take care of, 
don’t do anything you can’t sign your 
name to, and do something as hard as 
you can possibly can do something all 
the time, not some of the time.”

When asked about the future, As-
mussen made it clear he doesn’t plan 
to slow down. But for now, he’ll take 
a deep breath, spend time with his 
family and enjoy the accomplishment.

“I don’t know if its healthy to want 
something that much,” he said. “But 
I’m still 0-for-23 in the (Kentucky) 
Derby, I don’t plan leaving it at that.”

Asmussen –
 Continued from page 36

Tod Marks
Steve and Julie Asmussen lead Stellar Tap into a historic winner’s circle.

http://blackwoodstables.com/
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2020 20212021 2020

2021 2020 20202020 2020 2020

Hall of Fame Eligibility Criteria

Congratulations to the 2020 and 2021  

Hall of Fame Inductees

For more information visit our website at racingmuseum.org
191 Union Avenue, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  •  (518) 584-0400

Nominations can be mailed to the National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame or emailed to bbouyea@racingmuseum.net

THOROUGHBREDS
Thoroughbreds become eligible when five calendar years have elapsed between 

their final racing year and their year of nomination. Thoroughbreds remain 
eligible between five and 25 calendar years following their final racing year.

JOCKEYS
Jockeys become eligible after 20 years as a licensed thoroughbred rider.  

Jockeys remain eligible until 25 years following their retirement.

TRAINERS
Trainers become eligible after 25 years as a licensed thoroughbred trainer.  

Trainers remain eligible until 25 years following their retirement.

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMITTEE
Horses must be retired for 25 years to be eligible. Jockeys become eligible 

when retired for more than 25 years after completing 20 years as a licensed 
thoroughbred rider. Trainers become eligible when retired for more  

than 25 years after completing 25 years as a licensed trainer.

PILLARS OF THE TURF
The Pillars of the Turf category is designated to honor individuals who have 
made extraordinary contributions to thoroughbred racing in a leadership or 

pioneering capacity at the highest national level. Candidates must be deemed 
to have represented the sport with indisputable standards of integrity and 

commitment through disciplines including, but not limited to, innovation, 
philanthropy, promotion and education, and breeding and ownership. 
In general, candidates will be expected to have a minimum of 25 years 
participation in thoroughbred racing to be considered for Pillars of the  

Turf. However, the selection committee has the power of discretion  
to waive this guideline if such action is merited.

STEEPLECHASE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Thoroughbreds become eligible when five calendar years have elapsed between 

their final racing year and their year of nomination. Jockeys become eligible 
after 20 years as a licensed thoroughbred rider. Trainers become eligible after  

25 years as a licensed thoroughbred trainer. After meeting in 2021,  
the next review will take place in 2025.

https://racingmuseum.org/
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Sat., October 9, 2021
Post Time 7:00 pm
Featuring the West Virginia Breeders Classic 
and the breeders classics races
West Virginia Breeders Classics, Ltd.
P.O. Box 1251   |   Charles Town, WV 25414 
www.wvbc.com   |  304-725-0709
Carol Holden, President   |   Theresa Bitner, Exec. Sec.
Sam Huff, Chairman Emeritus

right out of the gate!
EXCITEMENT

at

Fresh off a win in Friday’s Grade 2 National 
Museum of Racing Hall of Fame Stakes with Pub-
lic Sector, trainer Chad Brown and jockey Flavien 
Prat took to the Saratoga grass again Saturday and 
continued their turf stakes tour-de-force.

Prat, in from California to ride for Brown 
during the stakes-packed Whitney Weekend, rode 
Juddmonte Farm’s Flavius to win the $120,000 
Fasig Tipton Lure Stakes, Saturday’s sixth race that 
launched a string of five consecutive stakes on the 
day. Prat took charge just after the break and sus-
tained his lead for the 1 1/16-mile trip around the 
Mellon Turf Course. 

Briefly challenged by Tell Your Daddy and John 
Velazquez on the far turn, Flavius drew clear in the 
stretch to win by 1 1/2 lengths over Tell Your Dad-
dy.  Tod Marks

Flavius heads for home in Saturday’s Lure, the first of five stakes on the card, for Juddmonte Farm and trainer Chad Brown.

Teaming Up
Brown, Prat connect
with Flavius in Lure

SATURDAY RACING RECAP

Continued On Page 42 

https://lgbloodstock.com/
http://wvbc.com/wordpress/
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Fair Hill Equine Therapy Center horses  

include 78 individual Grade 1 winners
and the winners of  119 Grade 1 races. 

Some of the races they’ve won.

Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy  |  AquaPacer  |  Cold Saltwater Spa  |  Dry Salt Room  |  Vibration Therapy  |  Training Center

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921

Phone: 610-496-5080       www.fairhilletc.com

A . G .  VA N D E R B I LT   ( 2 )

A LC I B I A D E S

A R L I N G TO N  M I L L I O N  

AW E S O M E  AG A I N 

B E L M O N T  D E R BY

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  C L A S S I C

B R E E D E R S ’  C U P  T U R F  ( 2 )

BREEDERS’ CUP FILLY & MARE TURF 

D E L AWA R E  H A N D I C A P 

D O N N  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

D U B A I  W O R L D  C U P

F LO R I DA  D E R BY

F R A N K  K I L R O E  M I L E 

F R I Z E T T E

G A R D E N  C I T Y

G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  H U R D L E

H A S K E L L  I N V I TAT I O N A L

H O L LY W O O D  T U R F  C U P

I R O Q U O I S  H U R D L E  ( 2 )

J O E  H I R S C H  T U R F  C L A S S I C  ( 2 )

K E N T U C K Y  D E R BY  ( 2 )

K I N G ’ S  B I S H O P

LO N E S O M E  G LO R Y  H U R D L E

M A K E R ’ S  4 6  M I L E  ( 3 )

M A N H AT TA N  ( 2 )

M A N  O ’  WA R  ( 4 )

M AT R I A R C H  ( 2 )

M E T R O P O L I TA N  M I L E

N E A R C T I C  S TA K E S

P R I O R E S S

Q U E E N  E L I Z A B E T H  I I

S H A D W E L L  T U R F  M I L E

S P I N AWAY  ( 2 )

S P I N S T E R

S W O R D  DA N C E R  ( 4 )

T E S T

U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  ( 2 )

VA N I T Y  H A N D I C A P

W H I T N E Y  H A N D I C A P  ( 2 )

W O O D  M E M O R I A L

Saratoga Leaders
TRAINERS ....................... 1ST
Mike Maker ............................... 16
Chad Brown .............................. 12
Steve Asmussen ....................... 10
Todd Pletcher ............................ 10
Brad Cox ..................................... 9
Christophe Clement ..................... 8
Bill Mott ...................................... 7
Rob Atras .................................... 6
Rudy Rodriguez .......................... 5

JOCKEYS ........................ 1ST
Luis Saez ................................... 34
Irad Ortiz Jr ............................... 25
Jose Ortiz .................................. 25
Joel Rosario .............................. 17
Tyler Gaffalione ......................... 16
Ricardo Santana Jr. ................... 12
Jose Lezcano ............................ 10
Manny Franco ............................. 9
Dylan Davis ................................. 8
Javier Castellano ......................... 5

Through Saturday

Tod Marks
Leading jockey Luis Saez tripled at Sarato-
ga Saturday, including a Grade 1 stakes win 
with Bella Sofia in the Test.

https://www.fairhilletc.com/
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“This horse switched off nice-
ly down the backside,” Brown said, 
“And it seemed he had his ears up 
moving comfortably down the back-
side, so I knew he had a big chance. He 
ran lights out today. It was an impres-
sive performance.”

Brown also sent out Klaravich Sta-
bles’ Value Proposition, who despite 
losing a shoe before the start, finished 

third while running for purse money 
only. Another stablemate, Delaware, 
an English-bred son of Frankel, fin-
ished fifth. 

Brown and Prat’s win in the Lure 
joins other turf stakes victories this 
spring and summer, which include 
Domestic Spending’s June 5 win in 
the Grade 1 Manhattan Stakes at Bel-
mont and Tribhuvan’s Grade 1 Unit-
ed Nations Stakes win at Monmouth. 

Despite the cross-country trip, the 
Southern California-based jockey is 
happy to keep riding for Brown.

“I started riding for Chad at Del 

Mar last fall,” Prat said. “Since then 
he’s kept giving me opportunities, so 
I try to get the best out of it, he’s one 
of the best trainers in the country and 
it’s great to ride for him.” 

– IV Hendrix

• Kelly Johnstone stood in the 
Saratoga Race Course paddock Sat-
urday for the first time without her 
father, the late NYRA Manager of 
Operations Bruce Johnstone.

As some of the country’s top 
3-year-old fillies filed into stalls to be 
saddled for the Grade 1 Test Stakes, 
Kelly Johnstone remembered Sara-
toga Saturdays on the backstretch 
with her dad. A trainer for nearly 30 
years, Johnstone was tapped in 2007 
by racetrack administrators to act as 
a liaison between the frontside and 
backside.

Most agreed he was tailor-made 
for the job.

“My father went to U.C. Berkeley 

and studied diplomacy, he thought he 
would be a politician,” Kelly John-
stone said. “But his father was a veter-
inarian and he ended up in the racing 
business. After decades as a trainer he 
had an opportunity to get into the ad-
ministrative side and, because he had 
such great diplomacy skills, he could 
speak to anyone.”

Johnstone, who passed away from 
cancer in February 2020, was hon-
ored Saturday with the Bruce John-
stone Best Turned Out Horse Award. 
Kelly Johnstone selected Obligatory, 
Juddmonte’s dapple gray 3-year-old 
daughter of Curlin trained by Bill 
Mott.

Longtime friend and photographer 
Joe DiOrio remembered a lighter side 
of Johnstone.

“The only thing that would make 
this better is if they had a Hawaiian 
shirt out here,” DiOrio said as Kelly 
presented the award. “He always had 

For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

Paramount Sales etc….

A Dozen of the Best...
For Your Enjoyment at Barn 1

paramount@paramountsales.net

Saturday –
 Continued from page 40

Continued On Page 43 

Tod Marks
Dripping Gold streaks away to win Saturday’s opener for West Point Thoroughbreds.

https://paramountsales.net/
https://www.vabred.org/
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a Hawaiian shirt on. Unless he was 
working, then he wore a suit.”

Kelly Johnstone said Whitney Day 
was the perfect occasion to honor her 
dad.

“My father knew Mrs. Whitney, he 
went to her parties for years – I heard 
a lot of stories about them growing 
up – so he’d be honored to be remem-
bered on Whitney Day,” Kelly John-
stone said of famed Saratogian and 
Thoroughbred owner/breeder Mary-
lou Whitney. “Even after all this time, 
the plans we had to memorialize him 
were delayed by the pandemic. The 
fact that NYRA remembered to do 
this and took the time to recognize 
him in this way, he would’ve been 
very touched.” 

– IV Hendrix

• Saturday’s Whitney Day card 
brought out the largest crowd of the 
season – 38,525. They came to see the 
94th running of Saratoga’s marquee 
event for older horses that featured a 
small but deep field.

Even horsemen without a runner 
in the featured Grade 1 Whitney were 
awed by the five assembled for the 
$1 million feature – eventual winner 
Knicks Go, 2020 champion 3-year-
old filly Swiss Skydiver, Maxfield and 
the 1-2 finishers from the Met Mile 
in Silver State and By My Standards. 

“It’s deep,” Tom Amoss said Sat-
urday morning. “Say whatever you 
want about the five-horse field this 
afternoon, those are good horses.”

Amoss finished up his string’s 
training before the break Saturday 
and walked through the picnic area, 
joined by other horsemen and jock-
eys’ agents near the racing office 
making entries, checking silks, cre-
dentials, paddock passes, tickets and 
other last-minute details. Nearly ev-
ery picnic table was snagged just after 
the gates opened at 7 a.m., the tradi-
tional running of the tables warmed 
up from the Opening Day splurge and 
ready for the other big Saturdays at 
the meet. 

“Who wouldn’t want to run here,” 
Amoss said. “This is the place. Look 
at this?”

Some of the fans were lined up at 
the East Avenue and Union Avenue 
gate in the early hours Saturday – The 

Special team knows this because we 
saw them after finishing up the 60-
page Whitney Day edition. 

The card, which featured five 
stakes led by the headliner and the $1 
million Saratoga Derby, started about 
a half-hour earlier than usual to ac-
commodate the 12 races

West Point Thoroughbreds picked 
up its first win of the meet in the 
opener just after Dripping Gold, a 
colt owned with John Ballantyne and 
Titletown Racing Stables, won a 1 
1/16-mile maiden special weight on 
the grass for 2-year-olds. Trained by 
Shug McGaughey and ridden by Jose 
Lezcano, Dripping Gold was pur-
chased by West Point for $300,000 at 
the OBS March sale. 

Jason Provenzano’s Flying P Stable 
picked up its third win of the meet, 
and second in three days, when Fort 
Peck won the second, a 9-furlong 
claimer on the main track. 

Tim Hills won his first race of the 
meet in the fourth when Tee N Jay 
Stable’s Ruse took a 1-mile state-bred 
maiden on the grass in his eighth start 
under Dylan Davis. The 3-year-old 
War Dancer gelding was Hills’ third 
starter at the meet, with his other two 
finishing third. 

Danny California, an 8-year-old 
New York-bred gelding by Afleet 
Alex, improved to 4-for-5 at Saratoga 
when he gave trainer Rudy Rodriguez 
a second win on the card in the eight. 
Running for an $80,000 tag in the 
9-furlong optional under the meet’s 
leading rider Luis Saez, Danny Cali-
fornia won by 1 1/4 lengths in his first 
Saratoga start of 2021. 

The meet’s leading trainer Mike 
Maker found the winner’s circle 
again Saturday, sending out Three Di-
amonds Farm’s Time Limit to win the 
finale, a $103,000 state-bred allow-
ance at 5 1/2 furlongs. The win was 
Three Diamonds’ sixth of the meet, 
moving the Wycoff family’s operation 
into a tie with Klaravich for most 
wins through 18 days. 

Maker leads the trainer stand-
ings with 16 wins, four more than 
Chad Brown and six more than the 
record-setting Steve Asmussen and 
recent Hall of Fame inductee Todd 
Pletcher. 

Saez heads into the final day of 
Week 4 with a growing lead in the 
jockey’s race. He’s ridden 34 winners, 
nine more than both Irad Ortiz Jr. 
and Jose Ortiz. 

– Steve Asmussen

A BRAND MANAGEMENT COMPANY FOR HORSEMEN, RUN BY HORSEMEN

 WEBSITE MANAGEMENT |  CONTENT CREATION |  PHOTOGRAPHY |  RESEARCH |  SOCIAL MEDIA

M E L I S S A  B AU E R - H E R Z O G    3 6 0 . 9 2 1 . 8 7 5 4    M E L I S S A @ P Y R O I S M E D I A .C O M

WWW.PYROISMEDIA .COM

Saturday –
 Continued from page 42
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BY PAUL HALLORAN
The broodmare Second Street City 

had two foals make it to the races. 
Queso ran last in a maiden race at 
Grants Pass Downs. Con Lima is the 
morning line co-second choice in to-
day’s Grade 2 Saratoga Oaks. 

Go figure.
The Texas-bred Con Lima enters 

the Oaks off a strong second in the 
Grade 1 Belmont Oaks, in which she 
was picked up very late by Santa Bar-
bara. She had come into that race off 
a win in the Grade 3 Wonder Again 
Stakes at Belmont Park.

“The last two races were really 
good,” said Todd Pletcher, who trains 
the filly for Eclipse Thoroughbred 
Partners, Joseph Graffeo, Eric Niko-
laus Del Toro and Troy Johnson. “She 

showed she belongs with this compa-
ny.”

Lisa Kuhlmann and her husband 
Garrett bought Second Street City in 
foal to New Year’s Day in 2017 and 
bred her to Commissioner the follow-
ing year. Queso was born in 2017 and 
Con Lima the following year, but the 
latter made it to the races first.

The Kuhlmanns, who started out 
as Quarter Horse breeders in 2003 
and began transitioning to Thorough-
breds seven years ago, sold Con Lima 
to Victor Centeno for $15,000 as a 
weanling in 2018. The filly was an 
RNA as a yearling and a 2-year-old, Tod Marks

Con Lima eyes a big payday in today’s Saratoga Oaks.

SARATOGA OAKS PREVIEW

Unlikely Star
Texas-bred Con Lima primed  
for second Grade 1 appearance

Continued On Page 46 
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A job well done, a name you can rely on.
WEBB CARROLL TRAINING CENTER

ST. MATTHEWS, SC  •  OFFICE: 803.655.5738  •  EMAIL: OFFICE@WEBBCARROLL.COM

MASTERING THE ART
OF PRODUCING STAKES HORSES

GRADED STAKES WINNER
& TRAVIS DURR GRADUATE
ART COLLECTOR

wins the Alydar Stakes
Aug. 6th at Saratoga

TRAINER: BILL MOTT
OWNER: BRUCE LUNSFORD

https://webbcarroll.com/
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By the Numbers...

74 | STREET SENSE filly
out of DANCEFORTHECAUSE

77 | WAR FRONT filly
out of DECEPTIVE VISION

120 | MEDAGLIA D’ORO filly
out of JOURNEY HOME

Four Outstanding Fillies from Canada’s 10-Time Leading Breeder

201 | INTO MISCHIEF filly
out of SOUTHERN RING

SARATOGA  
BARN 10

SAM-SON
FARM

before Graffeo bought her privately 
for $22,000. 

“Somebody called me on her,” 
Graffeo said Saturday at Saratoga, af-
ter arriving from Florida with his son 
Vincent. “I looked at video on her and 
asked my partner, Charlie Weston, 
who is my conformation guy, to take 
a look. He said to pull the trigger.”

Con Lima broke her maiden in her 
second start, a 7-furlong dirt race at 
Gulfstream Park last July. Graffeo let 
it be known that he would entertain 
offers, and he and his partners ended 
up selling 75 percent of the horse to 
Eclipse for $225,000. Nine days later, 
she was shipped to Pletcher.

“I wanted to stay in,” Graffeo said. 
“I knew she was special. I can’t tell 
you I knew she would be this kind of 
turf horse, but I think she could run 
on blacktop. She’s a freak.”

Con Lima ran second in the off-
the-turf P. G. Johnson Stakes at Sara-
toga on closing weekend, then went 
back to Gulfstream, averaging a start 
per month for seven months, with 

three wins and three seconds. After 
back-to-back runner-up finishes in 
Grade 3s and a fourth in the Gulfst-
ream Park Oaks, she won the Honey 
Ryder May 1, earning her a trip back 
to New York for the two stakes at 
Belmont.

“I was there for the last one (Bel-
mont Oaks),” Graffeo said. “I grew 
up in Brooklyn, so Belmont was our 
place. That’s why that race was so 
special.”

Everything about the Con Lima 
story is special, particularly for her 
breeders.

“We really liked Commissioner,” 
Kuhlmann said. “We liked the way 
the families lined up. It’s a good mix 
and it actually worked.”

That doesn’t mean she could 
have envisioned a $509,865-earner 
through 12 starts.

“Nobody expected her to be what 
she’s been,” Kuhlmann said. “She’s 
become enjoyable to watch.”

Graffeo and his son hoped their 
day today would be more pleasant, 
or at least less eventful, than the last 
two. Friday night, Vincent went to 
pick up his father’s clothes at the dry 
cleaners and it had closed early due 
to a medical emergency. “I had to go 

out and buy new clothes for the trip,” 
Graffeo said. “At least Macy’s was 
having a sale.”

After an initial flight to Charlotte 
Saturday morning, Vincent discov-
ered he had left his carry-on bag on 
the plane, necessitating another shop-
ping trip once they arrived in Albany. 

“If we were running today, we 
probably couldn’t win a two-horse 

race,” Joseph Graffeo joked Friday 
afternoon.

Con Lima faces seven rivals today, 
led by favorite Rocky Sky, an Irish 
import owned by Peter Brant and 
trained by Chad Brown. A daughter 
of Rock of Gibraltar, she is 2-for-4 
lifetime, all in Ireland.

Saratoga Oaks –
 Continued from page 44

Tod Marks
Plum Ali (here with assistant trainer Christophe Lorieul) was second to Con Lima last time.

Continued On Page 47 
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OSCAR PERFORMANCEWhy?

$5.25M Turf Triple Crown Series

FIRST YEARLINGS ON OFFER: 

SARATOGA | HIPS 27, 133
N.Y. BRED | HIPS 400,  469,  544

$15,000 LFSN    Contact: Kim Poulin . 859.231.0606 . kpoulin@millridge.com

Essential Quality
G1 Belmont Stakes

QUALITY RESULTS

Niall Brennan Stables 
Success is no accident!

www.niallbrennan.com

Search Results
G1 Acorn Stakes

Godolphin-owned and Charlie 
Appleby-trained Creative Flair also 
made the transatlantic trip, coming 
off a loss by a head in a Group 3 race 
at Chantilly in France. The Irish-bred 
has won three of six starts.

The other European runner is Mes-
sidor, trained by Joseph O’Brien, who 
upset the Saratoga Derby Saturday 
with State Of Rest. John Velazquez 
was aboard for that win and he will 
also ride Messidor, who ran third in 
the Sandringham Handicap at Royal 
Ascot.

Plum Ali, who started her career 
3-for-3 before running fifth in the 
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf last 
year, will try to get back on track after 
running a fast-closing second to Con 
Lima in the Wonder Again and fifth in 
the Belmont Oaks. Joel Rosario rides 
for Christophe Clemente. 

Higher Truth, Gam’s Mission and 
Out of Sorts complete the field, which 
goes to post as the ninth of 10 races to 
end Week 4 of the meet at 5:39 p.m.

• The Saratoga Oaks is one of two 
turf stakes on the card, along with the 
$120,000 Fasig-Tipton De La Rose 
for fillies and mares. 

The 1-mile stakes on the inner 
turf, restricted to 4-year-olds and up 
that have not won a graded stakes in 
2021, drew a field of seven led by last 
year’s winner Viadera and multiple 
graded stakes winner Regal Glory. 
Both are trained by Chad Brown, who 
won Saturday’s open equivalent with 

Juddmonte’s Flavius in the $120,000 
Fasig-Tipton Lure. 

Viadera won the De La Rose ear-
ly in the 2020 spectator-free meet in 
her second start in the U.S. Group 
3-placed in Ireland before coming to 
America, the 5-year-old daughter of 
Bated Breath followed that win with 
consecutive victories in the Grade 3 
Noble Damsel at Belmont Park and 
the Grade 1 Matriarch at Santa Anita 
Park. Her three victories came by a 
neck, neck and nose, while her long 
defeat came to stablemates Newspa-
perofrecord and Regal Glory in the 
Grade 3 Intercontinental.

Joel Rosario, aboard for each of 
Viadera’s U.S. starts, takes the return 
call on the 6-5 favorite. 

Regal Glory, the 9-5 second choice 
for Jose Ortiz, brings a 2-for-2 mark 
on the Saratoga turf. The 5-year-old 
daughter of Animal Kingdom won 
the Grade 3 Lake George and Grade 
2 Lake Placid – the latter in a dead-
heat with Varenka – in 2019 when 
campaigned by her late breeder Paul 
Pompa Jr. 

Peter Brant’s White Birch Farm 
purchased Regal Glory for $925,000 
at the Keeneland January horses of 
all ages sale. She didn’t change barns 
and has made two starts for Brant, 
winning Aqueduct’s Plenty Of Grace 
in April and finishing fourth in the 
Grade 1 Just A Game at Belmont in 
June. 

The De La Rose also attracted 
stakes winner Hendy Woods, Shifty 
She, Raven’s Cry and Bella Laura, 
and Star Command, dominating vic-
tor of an off-the-turf allowance and 
a maiden winner on the grass at Bel-
mont in her last two starts.

Saratoga Oaks –
 Continued from page 46

at the barn
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BBQ
NightSummerNightSummer

The Saratoga Winery

Route 29 • Saratoga Springs, NY

Details at www.trfinc.org

August 24, 2021 5-9 pm

Thoroughbred
reTiremenT
FoundaTion

grab your boots 
and join us

for a casual evening of FUNdraising, food,  
music, basket raffles, and horses, too!

Tickets: $45
Available at www.TRFinc.org or call 518.226.0028

http://www.millridge.com/
https://www.niallbrennan.com/
https://www.trfinc.org/


48 Sunday, auguSt 8, 2021the Saratoga Special

YEARLING BUYER NOTICE
Yearling buyers can contribute to the NTRA’s ¼% Check-off Program 
when purchasing from our sale company partners below. Your voluntary 
contribution equals $2.50 for every $1,000 of a yearling’s sale price and 
helps fund the NTRA’s federal legislative effort.

Participating sale companies are Keeneland, Fasig-Tipton, OBS, WTBOA and CTBA.

HELP US  
HELP HORSE 

RACING  
IN DC.

Visit www.SupportHorseRacing.org for more  
information or contact Joe Bacigalupo at joeb@ntra.com.

BY TOM LAW
Tom Amoss wanted to change the 

narrative.
“Hey, he’s a really good trainer 

with the claiming horses but who has 
he developed?” Amoss would hear. 
It didn’t exactly motivate the veteran 
trainer, he’s already plenty driven and 
heads into today racing’s 16th lead-
ing trainer by victories with 3,298 
and 22nd by purses earned with 
$110,590,518, but it did lead to a lit-
tle evaluation. 

“After Serengeti Empress, or 
during the time we had Serengeti 
Empress, we were trying to make the 
stable something different than just a 
stable that won at a high percentage,” 
Amoss said during the training break 
on Saturday morning at Saratoga 
Race Course. “We’re in the process of 
that and I think it’s gone well.”

The process involved hitting last 
fall’s yearling sales hard, stocking 
up on potential prospects to bring to 
compete in lucrative 2-year-old races 
at Saratoga, Churchill Downs, Ellis 
Park and elsewhere. Microbiome, a 
maiden winner on Opening Day of 
the 2021 Saratoga meet, is part of the 
process and could take the next step 
in today’s Grade 2 Adirondack Stakes 
for Amoss and owner Joel Politi. 

The daughter of Twirling Candy, a 
$100,000 buy at last year’s Keeneland 
September yearling sale, impressed in 

her July 15 debut and won by 5 1/2 
lengths going 5 1/2 furlongs. Tyler 
Gaffalione rode the Florida-bred filly 
that day and returns for the 6 1/2-fur-
long Adirondack from the outside 
post in the field of nine. 

Microbiome received her ear-
ly training at John and Susan Sykes 
Woodford Thoroughbreds in Red-
dick, Fla., where Amoss said she 
learned lessons that go a long way to 
becoming a “Saratoga 2-year-old.”

“We broke all our young horses at 
Woodford and this past year we dealt 
with more young horses than we have 
in the past,” Amoss said. A lot of that 
has to do with the transition our barn 
is trying to make. … Woodford has 
done a great job in breaking our hors-
es and getting them to the track. One 
of the secrets to running well at Sara-
toga is hopefully having one of your 
horses that are not only physically but 
mentally mature enough to come to 
the racetrack early on. By early on I 
mean April. These horses all came in 
around April, handled the transition 
very well, that’s a credit to the farm, 
and here we are.”

Microbiome started what’s been 
a strong meet so far for Amoss, who 
enters today with four wins from 15 
starts. After finishing up at Wood-
ford she shipped with other babies to 

Keeneland, where she breezed twice 
before joining Amoss’ main string at 
Churchill Downs. She breezed three 
times in Louisville before heading 
north, drilled another half in :47.67 
at Saratoga July 9 and showed up in 
the paddock for the second race of 
the meet like a Hollywood starlet sa-
shaying down the red carpet on Oscar 
Night. 

Microbiome turned heads on the 
racetrack, too, breaking well, going 
to the front and rating kindly for Gaf-
falione. She led the field a path off 
the rail on the brief run up the back-

stretch, dropped down to the fence on 
the bend, shrugged off the challenge 
of second-time starter Speedometer 
and drew off late to win in 1:05.60. 

Amoss was already thinking Ad-
irondack when he met with The Spe-
cial for his first Fasig-Tipton Stable 
Tour, not worried about the 24-day 
turnaround after seeing how the filly 
bounced out of her debut. He breezed 
her once – a half in :48.76 under ex-
ercise rider Cortez Walker July 29 – 
between races. 

Tod Marks
Microbiome tackles Sunday’s Adirondack after a maiden score July 15.

ADIRONDACK STAKES PREVIEW

Health Check
Microbiome returns for stakes 
debut after Opening Day romp

Continued On Page 49 

https://www.ntra.com/legislative/
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ONE HORSE  Keeneland September buyers  
and sellers remember some  
names from the past. 

“I had started at Woods Edge in 2001 and it didn’t go very well the first year. We had a 
barn fire, I pinhooked a few foals and they didn’t do very well. I wasn’t sure we were going to 
keep it going or not. But the next year we did a few more and the most expensive one was a 
Distorted Humor colt. He was on the bubble for us and we stretched out and paid $90,000. 
Distorted Humor hit the next year and we sold him for $675,000 and he turned out to be 
It’s No Joke. He was great looking, a big, black horse and a nicely bred horse. He was a 
bit long in his pasterns, but he certainly grew into them and we had a massive amount of 
interest in him at the sale. And he turned out to be a pretty smart runner. He won a Grade 
2, a Grade 3, he was a good horse. He didn’t win a Grade 1, but he had a lot of talent and got me on the road after a 
beyond horrendous start. This fella basically put me back in the game and we’ve been lucky to piggyback on him. He 
came along at the right time. We’ve sold a lot better horses but I owe a lot to him.”

IT’S NO JOKE, 2003. Peter O’Callaghan, Woods Edge Farm

SEPTEMBER
M O N .  1 3  -  S A T .  2 4

“The schedule is set up in such a way that you 
either put in two breezes or just the one and try to 
schedule it against the race as best you can,” Amoss 
said. “I really thought that after her first race she 
showed a lot of fitness and I didn’t think she needed 
two works. The works are a lot about fitness but 
they’re also a lot about mentally not being too high, 
or too low, in where you place the work against 
that for the race. She’s got a good disposition.”

Norm Casse likes the attitude from Ontheone-
sandtwos heading into her third start and second 
stakes appearance. The 5-2 favorite on the morning 
line for owners Deuce Greathouse, Cindy Hutson, 
Madaket Stables and Thomas Romano won her de-
but May 13 and finished second in the Debutante 
Stakes June 26, both at Churchill. The daughter of 
Jimmy Creed came from off the pace in both starts, 
the second necessitated by a slow start.

“If you go back and watch the race she had no 
business finishing second that day,” Casse said. 
“She ran the prototypical type trip, where you go 
wide into a really fast pace and you fade late. She 
never faded.”

Casse said he and his team have spent much of 
their time in Saratoga working with Ontheone-
sandtwos to teach her to relax and run behind hors-
es, in case she breaks poorly again. She drew post 

two for the Adirondack, just outside of Ellis Park 
maiden winner J L’s Rockette for Bill Mott and to 
the inside of Schuylerville third Saucy Lady T for 
James Chapman. The speed figures to be to her 
outside, with Interstatedaydream, Debutante third 
Wicked Halo and Schuylerville runner-up Mainstay 
in posts six to eight inside of Microbiome. 

“I really felt like the last week was her best 
week since she’s been here,” said Casse, who won 
the Opening Day Schuylerville with Pretty Birdie. 
“She’s very happy right now. We’re happy to have 
Irad (Ortiz Jr.) on. He’s worked her for her three 
works up here, really liked her and we’re super ex-
cited. 

“What’s cool about her is she’s huge. She’s a re-
ally big filly, and you wouldn’t think she’s quick but 
she’s very, very light on her feet and has a quick 
turn of foot. She defies conventional beliefs. She is 
what she is.”

 Mainstay, a half-sister to last year’s champion 
2-year-old filly Vequist, returns with a new rider in 

Joel Rosario after a bobbled break in the Schuy-
lerville under Frankie Pennington. Trained by 
Butch Reid, the daughter of Astern won her debut 
at Monmouth Park and is the 3-1 second choice. 
Wicked Halo, a debut winner in the mud at Lone 
Star Park June 5 and third after setting the pace 
in the Debutante, goes as the 7-2 third choice for 
North America’s leading trainer Steve Asmussen 
and jockey Jose Ortiz.  

Adirondack –
 Continued from page 48

So Tom Amoss, what’s the story  
with Microbiome’s name?

“Joel (Politi’s wife) was a doctor, too, and 
 . . . it’s something she believes in and  

I think it’s very interesting. It’s about the 
relationship between gut health and brain 

health. Put good stuff in your stomach 
and good things happen to your brain.”

Sean Clancy
Ontheonesandtwos tries to give trainer Norm Casse his sec-
ond stakes win of the meet.

https://september.keeneland.com/


50 Sunday, auguSt 8, 2021the Saratoga Special

Sunday, August 8.

1ST (1:05PM). $60,000, CLM $32,000, 3 YO, F , 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Calibogue Sound ............ J. Vargas, Jr. .................... R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Shaker Shack ................. J. Ortiz ............................. P. Reynolds .................. 8-5
3  ..... 3 ............Seascape ........................ D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Chloe Rose ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Maker ...................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Spun d’Etat .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss ...................... 5-2
6  ..... 6 ............Briella ............................. L. Saez ............................. P. Walder .................... 10-1

2ND (1:41PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 5 ............Consumer Spending ...... F. Prat .............................. C. Brown ...................... 7-5
1a  .... 7 ............McKulick (GB) ................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-5
2  ..... 1 ............Penny Saver ................... J. Ortiz ............................. K. McPeek .................... 5-2
3  ..... 2 ............Love to Run ................... T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
4  ..... 3 ............Anileate .......................... M. Franco ........................ B. Cox .......................... 8-1
5  ..... 4 ............Skylerville ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... J. Thomas .................... 5-1
6  ..... MTO ......No Nannette No .............. J. Velazquez ..................... G. Weaver..................... 6-1
7  ..... 8 ............Frosted Oats ................... L. Saez ............................. W. Mott ...................... 15-1
8  ..... 9 ............Tahaweel ........................ J. Rosario ........................ T. Pletcher .................. 10-1

3RD (2:15PM). $85,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Caumsett ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ G. Sciacca .................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Kreesa La Wrote ............. J. Castellano .................... D. Donk ........................ 7-2
3  ..... 3 ............Favorite Impulse ............ M. Franco ........................ B. Grossman .............. 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............U Should B Dancing ....... J. Ortiz ............................. P. Kelly ......................... 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Catchulady ..................... J. Samuel ........................ L. MacKinnon ............. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............No Payne ........................ J. Rosario ........................ R. Handal ..................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Barrel of Bliss ................. J. Alvarado ...................... J. Ferraro .................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Miss Flintshire ................ D. Davis ........................... J. Ferraro .................... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Isle Storm ...................... N. Alvarado ...................... L. Dixon ...................... 30-1

4TH (2:49PM). $103,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, F & M , 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Off We Go ...................... J. Ortiz ............................. T. Amoss ...................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Semble Juste (IRE) ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ K. McPeek .................... 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Harper’s in Charge ......... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 2-1
4  ..... 4 ............Awesome Indra .............. L. Saez ............................. E. Barker .................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Midtown Rose ................ T. Gaffalione ..................... S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Easy to Bless .................. D. Davis ........................... J. Ferraro ...................... 5-2

5TH (3:21PM). $50,000, MCL $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Majestic Tiger................. J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Forgotten Mission .......... A. Worrie ......................... J. Toscano, Jr. ............ 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Sonic Speed ................... D. Davis ........................... J. Kimmel ................... 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............I’m Blaming You............. L. Saez ............................. R. Falcone, Jr. .............. 3-1
5  ..... 5 ............Babagram ....................... M. Franco ........................ T. Morley ...................... 5-1
6  ..... MTO ......Far Away Look................ . Rider TBA ...................... K. McPeek .................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Tempesta........................ J. Lezcano ....................... J. Lawrence, II .............. 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Distractandattack ........... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Summers ................. 9-2
9  ..... MTO ......Brew Pub ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... W. Potts ....................... 7-2
10..... 10 ..........Masked Marauder .......... E. Cancel .......................... W. Potts ....................... 8-1
11..... 11 ..........Chase the Cat ................. T. Gaffalione ..................... G. Sciacca .................. 30-1
12..... 12 ..........Boom Boom Kaboom ..... J. Rosario ........................ G. Weaver................... 12-1
13..... MTO ......Stonecoldwarrior ........... . Rider TBA ...................... P. Reynolds ................ 10-1

6TH (3:55PM). $100,000, MSW, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Popular Vote .................. J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Free Chickens ................. L. Saez ............................. J. Abreu ...................... 10-1
3  ..... 3 ............Amani’s Image ............... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
4  ..... 4 ............Madamoussepousse ...... J. Velazquez ..................... W. Ward ..................... 12-1
5  ..... 5 ............She’s Brilliant ................. J. Alvarado ...................... I. Wilkes ..................... 15-1
6  ..... 6 ............Shanghai Shamrock ....... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Casse .................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Fabulous Fanny .............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. S. Asmussen ................ 4-1
8  ..... 8 ............Dream Lith ..................... D. Cohen .......................... R. Diodoro .................. 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Li Li Bear ........................ D. Davis ........................... P. Gleaves ..................... 9-2
10..... 10 ..........Mommasgottarun .......... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss ...................... 7-2

7TH (4:29PM). $120,000, FASIG-TIPTON DE LA ROSE, 4 & UP, F & M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Hendy Woods................. T. Gaffalione ..................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
2  ..... 2 ............Shifty She ...................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ S. Joseph, Jr. ............... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Viadera (GB) .................. J. Rosario ........................ C. Brown ...................... 6-5
4  ..... 4 ............Star Command ............... M. Franco ........................ C. McGaughey III ....... 20-1
5  ..... 5 ............Raven’s Cry (IRE) ........... L. Saez ............................. B. Cox ........................ 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Belle Laura ..................... J. Lezcano ....................... N. Casse ..................... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Regal Glory .................... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 9-5

8TH (5:05PM). $200,000, STK - THE ADIRONDACK, 2 YO, F , 6 1/2F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............J L’s Rockette ................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 10-1
2  ..... 2 ............Ontheonesandtwos ........ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ N. Casse ....................... 5-2
3  ..... 3 ............Saucy Lady T ................. M. Franco ........................ J. Chapman ................ 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Shesawildjoker ............... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ...................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............Boss Lady Kim ............... R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Sacco ..................... 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Interstatedaydream ........ L. Saez ............................. B. Cox ........................ 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Wicked Halo ................... J. Ortiz ............................. S. Asmussen ................ 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Mainstay ........................ J. Rosario ........................ R. Reid, Jr. ................... 3-1
9  ..... 9 ............Microbiome .................... T. Gaffalione ..................... T. Amoss ...................... 5-1

9TH (5:39PM). $700,000, STK - SARATOGA OAKS INVITATIONAL, 3 YO, F , 1 3/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Higher Truth (IRE) .......... J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 5-1
2  ..... 2 ............Messidor (IRE) ............... J. Velazquez ..................... J. O’Brien ................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Gam’s Mission ............... L. Saez ............................. C. DeVaux..................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Plum Ali ......................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-1
5  ..... 5 ............Con Lima ........................ F. Prat .............................. T. Pletcher .................... 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Rocky Sky (IRE) ............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 3-1
7  ..... 7 ............Creative Flair (IRE) ......... M. Smith.......................... C. Appleby .................... 7-2
8  ..... 8 ............Out of Sorts ................... S. Russell ........................ B. Russell ................... 15-1

10TH (6:13PM). $90,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Rift Valley ....................... J. Lezcano ....................... J. Jerkens ................... 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Danzigwiththestars ......... L. Saez ............................. D. Schettino ............... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Albie ............................... T. Gaffalione ..................... D. Gargan ..................... 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............The Golden Door ............ J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Saratoga Flash ............... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Tagg ......................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Cotton ............................ J. Alvarado ...................... M. Casse ...................... 8-1
7  ..... 7 ............Catch That Party ............. J. Vargas, Jr. .................... J. Englehart .................. 8-1
8  ..... 8 ............Stanhope ........................ I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 5-1
9  ..... 9 ............Perpetrate ...................... D. Davis ........................... J. Kimmel ................... 12-1
10..... 10 ..........Chrome Dixie ................. M. Franco ........................ C. Clement.................... 5-1
11..... AE..........Mr. Vincent ..................... J. Castellano .................... R. Rodriguez .............. 20-1
12..... MTO ......Jaa Mode ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... J. Englehart ................ 12-1
13..... MTO ......Water’s Edge .................. J. Ortiz ............................. D. Donk ........................ 2-5

Copyright 2021 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

 SARATOGA ENTRIES

The Special’s handicappers pick winners every day
during Saratoga. See thisishorseracing.com
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WINNERS BOUGHT,  

MANAGED, OR OWNED 
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RIVERDEE STABLE & CLANCY BLOODSTOCK

Sean Clancy  |   302-545-7713    
www.riverdeestable.com  sean@thisishorseracing.com 

X 
EONS  

Wins Buckland Stakes  
at Colonial Downs 

JEANIE B  
2nd Grade 2  

Royal North Stakes

http://riverdeestable.com/cms/
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celebrating10 years

eclipsetbpartners.com

TOP NOTCH HORSES
  1ST CLASS PARTNERS

There’s a reason our racing partners    

BELIEVE BIG! CON LIMA 
2021 Multiple GSW, 

next start... Saratoga Oaks-G3

BY IV HENDRIX
Boyd Browning walked a lap 

around Fasig-Tipton’s Saratoga sale 
grounds for the first time in nearly 
two years Thursday morning, stop-
ping to greet each consignor as they 
bedded down yearlings in preparation 
for the 100th edition of the Saratoga 
Sale. Browning, President and CEO 
of the country’s oldest Thoroughbred 
auction house, sat down on a bench 
by the back walking ring with The 

Special’s IV Hendrix to talk about 
the industry’s rebound from the un-
certainty of the Covid-19 pandemic 
and share his vision for Fasig-Tipton’s 
next hundred years.

Last year was supposed to be the 
100th sale, but Covid caused the can-
celation as Fasig-Tipton, buyers and 
sellers adjusted to a September Show-
case sale at the company’s Lexington, 
Ky. headquarters. This year’s sale be-
comes the milestone, with yearlings 
selling Monday and Tuesday nights at 
the East Avenue sales pavilion start-
ing at 6:30. 

Where were you this time last year and 
what was going through your mind?

“We were in Kentucky trying to 
get our office back to normal and pre-
paring for the September Showcase. It 
was all new, the first time we’d done 
anything like that in terms of cobbling 
together the sales. When you have ad-
versity you have a few choices, but 
by then we’d licked our wounds and 
had gotten over the disappointment 
and devastation of not being able to 
conduct the Saratoga Sale. We said, 
‘It’s time to quit pouting and get our 

asses to work’ to make the showcase 
the best it could be under the circum-
stances – that’s where our focus was.

“I didn’t fully realize, until this 
year, when the anticipation started 
about coming back to Saratoga, how 
much we missed it. You’d watch the 
races on TV and there was an element 
of sadness because you weren’t there. 
Not only were you not there, there 
was nobody there. That makes you 
realize how special a place it is, and 
how important Saratoga is to our her-
itage and our culture. Saratoga’s a big 
part of Fasig-Tipton.”

Had you been back to Saratoga since 
the pandemic?

“The last time I was in Saratoga 
before yesterday was for the October 
sale in 2019 – almost two years. And 
part of the reason there, when we 
made the difficult decision to restruc-
ture the sales last year, there wasn’t 
any reason to be on the sales grounds. 
I’m fortunate that [Saratoga plant 
manager] Manny Hernandez takes 
care of this property like it’s his own 
house. I don’t add anything in terms 

Tod Marks
The Humphrey S. Finney Sales Pavilion awaits another Saratoga Sale Monday.

Shop Talk  
at the Sale
Browning, Fasig-Tipton get back 
to work as milestone 100th arrives

Continued On Page 53 Tod Marks
Boyd Browning.

https://eclipsetbpartners.com/
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of overseeing. If there’s a problem, 
Manny calls me.”

When was your first Saratoga Sale and 
what do you remember about it? 

“I started with the company in 
May 1988, so I came to Saratoga the 
first time that year. I was green as a 
gourd. I really didn’t have a dramat-
ic amount of responsibility that first 
sale – I hadn’t been with the company 
that long. 

“I remember being blown away. I 
think most people, when they come 
to Saratoga for the first time, you can 
try to explain it and describe to them 
what it’s like, but they have to see it. 
My basis for comparison in an auc-
tion environment was Fasig-Tipton 
Kentucky: 200 acres in a rural set-
ting. It’s about as different of an at-
mosphere as it can be. I was basically 
awestruck.”

How did you end up at Fasig-Tipton?
“I didn’t have any experience in 

the Thoroughbred industry, but I was 
born and raised in Lexington. I grew 
up going to the races at Keeneland 
with my grandfather. I remember on 
spring break, we’d be on the apron 
in lawn chairs and my grandfather 
would give me a few dollars to bet.

“I was a CPA in a former life 
with a big eight accounting firm and 
Fasig-Tipton was one of my clients. 
Fasig was relocating their headquar-
ters from Elmont, N.Y. to Lexing-
ton during that time. My family was 
growing, I spent a significant amount 
of time traveling and was looking 
for a change. They were looking for 

some people on the financial side and 
I started in 1988 as the assistant con-
troller. I don’t think anybody, partic-
ularly me, thought I’d still be here 33 
years later – for better or worse.”

What’s your most memorable moment 
from the Saratoga Sale?

“From an administration stand-
point, there was a sale night 15 or 
20 years ago when the power went 
out everywhere in Saratoga. We have 
back-up generators and it took about 
a minute and a half before everything 
was back up and running. We had a 
hell of sale that night – it was storm-
ing, everyone was packed into the pa-
vilion. No pun intended, it was elec-
tric that night.

“It seemed like it was 100 degrees 
in there and horses were selling unbe-
lievably well. It was really kind of a 
proud moment. You try to plan, from 
an organizational standpoint, to an-
ticipate all the potential nuances and 
things that can happen. I saw a pic-
ture taken from a plane that night of 
Saratoga. There was one little light on 
and it was our sales complex.

“Hopefully, one of the things that’s 
in our culture, that’s ingrained in us, 
is to try and deliver our very best to 
our customers. That night, we were 
able to pull it off and do it in a suc-
cessful and professional manner.

“Another time, at the New York-
bred sale a few years ago, we had a 
tree fall through a barn. It must’ve 
rained four inches in 15 minutes, and 
we had to postpone the sale that night 
and reschedule it for the next day. 

“But that one night, hopefully it 
epitomizes our culture, what we stand 
for, and I hope that that culture will 
continue for the next hundred years.”

Browning –
 Continued from page 52

Continued On Page 54 
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What lessons came out of Covid for 
Fasig-Tipton?

“It forced dinosaurs like me to 
be dragged into the internet auction 
world. It’s been a complementary as-
pect to our business. It’s something we 
were on the verge of doing anyway, 
but Covid forced our hand. That’s the 
most tangible example that was a di-
rect result of Covid era.”

“For me, one of the things that I 
take out of it was the resilience of the 
industry. Across the board, from the 
racetracks, to the breeding farms, to 
the stallion operations, to the sales 
companies, to working with health 
department officials. Everyone said, 
‘We have to make this work.’ The 
willingness to cooperate for the great-
er good was inspiring. I think that 
sometimes we all get caught up in our 
own little world, but it gave me, and 
hopefully gave others, a broader per-
spective on the relationships within 
the industry.

“And of course, I didn’t realize 
how much I loved coming to Sara-
toga, how much I’d miss it. When 
I crossed the bridge (we’ll assume 
he means the Thaddeus Kosciusko 
Bridge over the Mohawk River) yes-
terday on the way here, I felt like kid 
running down the steps to see what 
was under the Christmas tree.”

Recently, Fasig-Tipton announced 
that it will accept cryptocurrency as a 
payment option. How did you make that 
decision? 

“It’s a changing world that we’re 
living in. Very few people had heard 
of Bitcoin five years ago, and I think 
a lot of people were kind of skepti-
cal of it. People thought ‘What in the 
world? What is this?’ But if you turn 
on any financial broadcast now, at the 
bottom it shows the Dow, the Nasdaq 
and about the fifth thing that scrolls 
across the bottom is the Bitcoin value 
for the day.

“One of the things we try to do is 
recognize that every customer is dif-
ferent. I don’t think [cryptocurrency] 
is going to apply to all of our custom-
ers, but maybe it’ll apply to 5 or 10 

percent this year, maybe it’ll grow. 
Maybe somebody who’s not engaged 
in our industry right now will read 
about it and say, ‘This is an interest-
ing environment to transact business 
in.’ 

“Also, I think there are a lot of 
similarities in the personalities of peo-
ple who are involved in the cryptocur-
rency world and the Thoroughbred 
industry.”

Where do you see Fasig-Tipton and 
the Thoroughbred industry going in the 
next hundred years?

“To me, the most important thing 
for the next hundred years is doing 
the right things the right way. It re-
ally is pretty simple if your culture is 
to do the right thing – it often isn’t 
the easiest thing or the most profit-
able thing – but hopefully it leads to 
sustainability over time. Most impor-
tantly, it’s to do the right thing by the 
horse and the people we do business 
with. I’m an eternal optimist, and I 
think the opportunities for growth in 
our industry are magnificent if we do 
things the right way.”

 www.nytbreeders.orgwww.nybreds.com 

Browning –
 Continued from page 53

The Saratoga Sale
Fasig-Tipton’s 100th yearling sale in Saratoga happens Monday and 

Tuesday nights at the Humphrey S. Finney Sales Pavilion on East Avenue. 
The 2021 sale continues a long history in Saratoga that parallels that of 
Thoroughbred racing itself. Early sales happened on the Saratoga Race 
Course grounds, under the trees and in the area now making up much of 
the backyard and picnic areas.

The sale migrated down East Avenue to its current location, which has 
been altered and improved since Fasig-Tipton purchased the land in 1917. 
The Finney pavilion was built in 1968 and renovated in 2010. In addition to 
the 2020 cancelation due to Covid-19, the sale was not held from 1943-45 
because of Word War II.

http://www.bonaventurestables.com/
https://www.nytbreeders.org/
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Todd Pletcher
Quality Road. Ned Evans’ homebred son of Elu-

sive Quality, who didn’t sell for $110,000 at the 
2007 Keeneland September yearling sale, went on 
to a record-setting, Grade 1-winning career that 
landed him in the stallion barn at Lane’s End Farm 
in Versailles, Ky. He ran only once at 2, winning 
a maiden race at Aqueduct before jumping on the 
Triple Crown trail in early 2009 with victories in 
the Grade 2 Fountain of Youth and Grade 1 Flori-
da Derby. He missed the classics with a foot issue. 
He returned in the summer and blitzed the Grade 2 
Amsterdam field at Saratoga, winning the 6 ½-fur-
long stakes in 1:13.73, a mark that still stands. He 
placed in the Travers and Jockey Club Gold Cup 
after that, then misbehaved behind the starting gate 
for the Breeders’ Cup Classic and wound up being 

scratched. Equally effective at 4, he won the Grade 
3 Hal’s Hope, Grade 1 Donn and Grade 1 Metro-
politan Handicap before a close second in the Whit-
ney (more on that below) and a win in the Grade 
1 Woodward at Saratoga. Maggie Sweet, Pletcher’s 
longtime chief executive officer and a fan, suggested 
Quality Road.

Sweet: “He’s famous for many things, including 
the binoculars incident.”

Pletcher: “What? You mean the day I acciden-
tally dropped my binoculars when Blame nailed 
him at the wire? He was extremely talented horse. 
Could have his moments, as he did in the Breeders’ 
Cup at Santa Anita. I think he showed in the Am-
sterdam, that track record still holds, 6 1/2 in 1:13 
and 4. That’s crazy fast. The Donn, when he won 
that, was one of the most impressive performances 
we’ve ever had from any horse.”

Mark Casse
Catch A Glimpse. The three-time champ. The 

Begg family’s Windways Farm spent $75,000 on 
the Kentucky-bred filly at the 2014 Keeneland Sep-
tember yearling sale and a little more than a year 
later she was in the winner’s circle at the Breeders’ 
Cup and her connections scooped up arms full of 
Sovereign Awards. Unplaced in her first start, Catch 
A Glimpse went to the grass and took her career 
to another dimension. She won eight straight on 
the turf, incuding the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies 
at Keeneland, the Grade 3 Penn Mile over males 
at Penn National and the Grade 1 Belmont Oaks 
Invitational. She retired after pulling up and col-
lapsing – without serious incident – in the Grade 
2 Nassau Stakes at Woodbine in May 2017. Later 
that November, with a record of 8-2-2 in 15 starts 
and $1,853,615 in earnings for owners Gary Bar-
ber, Michael James Ambler and Windways Farm, 
Catch A Glimpse was purchased by Japan’s K I 
Farm Corp. for $3 million at the Fasig-Tipton Ken-
tucky November mixed sale.

“The interesting thing about her is I ran her once 
at Saratoga, on the dirt going short, and she didn’t 
run any good. Then I took her to Woodbine and she 
won, and won and then went on to win the Breed-
ers’ Cup. She was my first Breeders’ Cup winner 
(winning on Breeders’ Cup Friday the same year 
Tepin won the Breeders’ Cup Mile the next day). 
Just an unbelievable run, winning the Breeders’ 
Cup, beating the boys, winning a Grade 1.”

Jack Fisher
Schoodic. Bred and owned by Edie Dixon, the 

son of Tiznow made his debut here for trainer Mi-
chael Matz in 2012. In a 7-furlong maiden rained 
off the turf, Schoodic finished fifth of six. He tried 
the flat four more times, failing to hit the board 
while dropping to a $75,000 maiden claimer at 
Gulfstream. Dixon didn’t want to lose the bay geld-
ing and sent him to Fisher. He won his first three 
over hurdles, won the Michael G. Walsh Novice 
Stakes at Saratoga in 2014 and won two more 
stakes before switching to the longer/slower timber 
division in 2018. He’s won six times over timber, 
including this year’s Virginia Gold Cup for Fisher’s 
parents John and Dolly. Still going strong at 11, Sc-
hoodic has won 12 races and $449,000 in his 40-
race steeplechase career. 

“Schoodic didn’t have much flat form and Mrs. 
Dixon didn’t want to lose him so she sent him to 
us. He went through his conditions in the nov-
ice division and won a couple of open stakes and 
then I decided to run him over timber. Mrs. Dixon 
didn’t want a timber horse, I told my mother that. 
She called her up and she gave her the horse. It’s 
worked out really well. He’s given my parents a lot 
of joy and Mrs. Dixon still watches all his races. 
She told my mother that she just had to give him 
a good home when he retired. Flat owners need to 
find good homes for their horses and it’s a lot easier 
for me to find them homes because they know how 
to jump and do other things. Schoodic is 11 years 
old, he just won the Virginia Gold Cup and some-
day we’ll retire him and he’ll do something else.”

WITH  MARK CASSE  |  TODD PLETCHER  |  JACK FISHER

  The Horses  

 Who Got us  
Here HALL TALK

Presented by

The Hall of Fame. The highest honor in racing – in 
anything really – beckons only a select few and the 
class of 2021 (and 2020 since racing missed the cer-
emony because of the coronavirus pandemic) is one 
of the most special in history as seven-time Eclipse 
Award winner Todd Pletcher goes in during his first 
year of eligibility and 13-time leading steeplechase 
trainer Jack Fisher joins him. Technically inducted last 
year, trainer Mark Casse gets his due in 2021 after 
joining Canada’s Hall in 2016.

We get each to discuss a special horse in each 
edition. These aren’t top 20 lists, just examples of 
the kinds of horses it takes to get trainers to the Hall 
of Fame. We asked a simple question: Who got you 
here? And they answered.

Congratulations Hall of Famers.

Tod Marks
Quality Road.

Tod Marks
Catch A Glimpse.
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Paget Bennett walked up the steps to my office 
in Fair Hill with sad news. I knew it already, but it 
still hurt. Steve Dance died. The Fasig-Tipton auc-
tioneer, bid-spotter, unofficial historian and fairly 
official legend collapsed at home on his front porch 
while having coffee with his wife Nancy.

There are far worse ways to depart this earth, but 
damn. Steve, 78 when he died May 25, was quite 
literally one of a kind and will be missed. I saw him 
after Fasig-Tipton’s 2-year-old sale ended at Timo-
nium, Md. As usual, I was cooling my heels waiting 
for Midlantic sales director Bennett to come over 
and talk about the sale. Also as usual, Steve was 
tired from two days of auctioneering. He smiled 
that smile, stood close and asked in that unmistak-
able voice of gravel mixed with honey how things 
were.

“How’s Joe?”
“I’m good. How’s Steve? What’s new?”
He leaned in and showed me something old in-

stead. “I ever show you this?” It was a tiny piece of 
history – a Maryland Horse Breeders Association pin 
from 1929 – on the lapel of Steve’s blue blazer. He’d 
found it among a lot of items in an estate sale his 
company, Steve Dance Auctions, was doing some-
where along the way. “We’re selling this separate,” 
he’d told his team. And then he bought it himself. 
That was Steve, and so were so many other things.

I’ll miss the conversations at the end of sales, the 
stories, the “Remember when” stuff about the com-
pany and its history. Standing around at Timonium 
one year, he fished his gavel out of his jacket pocket. 
I had no idea auctioneers had their own, just figured 
they left it up their on the stand for the next guy. 
He laughed, told a story about it, put it back. Like 
getting a look at Aaron’s bat. Imagine the items that 
gavel sold.

Another time, in the midst of a sale but during a 
break for Steve, he saw me comparing my catalog 
scribblings to the posted sales results. “I’m trying to 

figure out when it’s not a real sale, when the horse 
didn’t meet the reserve,” I told him. “Keep listening, 
real close, you’ll figure it out.” I did, and think of 
him every time I come to that conclusion.

Steve and Nancy worked the stable gate at the 
My Lady’s Manor Races every year – checking 
credentials, answering questions, handing out pro-
grams. Nobody really needed credentials because 
everybody knew Steve and Steve knew everybody. 
The bigger challenge was cutting short a story while 
Steve leaned in your car window to say hello. I saw 
them there this year – after the Manor was canceled 
in 2020 – and it felt like the world spun a little more 
evenly for a bit. Call it much-needed familiarity. He 
and Nancy laughed at me when I went for a run 
on the course at the end of the day, and I laughed 
back and told them it was how I got through the 
pandemic.

A couple years ago, he tipped me on some racing 
memorabilia in an estate sale at Timonium. I took 
a break from covering the horse sale and went to 
have a look. In a warehouse full of everything from 
lawn tractors to champagne glasses there were a few 
tables and some wall space set aside for racing stuff. 
I found two I really liked and told Steve. I also told 
him I couldn’t attend the sale.

“Don’t worry about it,” he said. “You want 
them, I know. Let’s see what they go for, and I’ll 
keep you posted. I know how much you want to 
spend.”

I hadn’t told him how much I wanted to spend. 
Days later, he called to tell me I got them – sending 
the pieces (a classic Joe Aitcheson photo I gave to 
Sean and a Paul Brown sketch I gave to my par-
ents) and a totally affordable invoice to Fair Hill 
with Bennett.

Steve was a friend to my oldest sons, Ryan and 
Jack, who worked as Fasig-Tipton ushers at Sara-
toga. Steve ran a 5K with my wife Sam at Saratoga 
years ago, chatted with her the whole way.

When Bennett and I talked yesterday, she called 
Steve one of her “biggest cheerleaders.” He’d call 
her and say, “Pag, you know . . .” and then let her 
know what a good job she did or that she and the 
team handled something with grace and skill. Paget 
wasn’t alone. Steve was everybody’s biggest cheer-
leader.

He seemed to read everything I wrote and was a 
steadfast fan of and advertiser in our first publica-
tion Steeplechase Times. Later, he read The Saratoga 
Special like it mattered. He also frequently appeared 
in our Worth Repeating section of notable quotes.

Last year, Fasig-Tipton’s Saratoga sale didn’t 
happen and The Special went to online distribution 
only. Stuck at home in Maryland instead of enjoying 
one of his favorite places, Steve joined the Readers 
Club and sent a $35 check and a note on a square 
STEVE DANCE AUCTIONS card – scribbled, blue 
ink, a mix of all caps and cursive.

When I learned of his passing, I somehow found 
the note tacked to the bulletin board behind my 
desk. Now framed, the note made the trip to Sara-
toga for 2021, even if Steve didn’t, and hangs on the 
wall behind me.

Joe,

What a pleasure to
Read The “Special” each week.
You & your team are
Truly “Special.”

Steve

A version of this ran on our website back in May, 
but I was thinking about Steve this week – especial-
ly after a text from Nancy – and figured it might 
reach a wider audience with the sale about to start. 
It’s the 100th Saratoga sale, and Steve would have 
loved it.

theoutsiderail DanceBY JOE CLANCY

https://www.obssales.com/
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Allen Jerkens asked Jose Santos to breeze 
a horse here in the summer of 2005. The 
next morning, Santos backed up a stout 
bay colt with an offset blaze as Jerkens 

rode along next to him on the lead pony Circus.
“How far, Chief?”
“Five-eighths.”
 “How fast? A minute, a minute and change…”
“No, let him roll, go as fast as you can.”
Around the Jerkens’ barn, as fast as you can 

meant blow napkins off the tables at rail-side break-
fast. 

“OK, Chief.”
Jerkens and Santos stopped at the wire and 

turned toward the infield. The future Hall of Fame 
jockey adjusted his irons, checked his girth, looped 
his stirrup leathers under the buckles and loped 
around the clubhouse turn, angled toward the rail 
and smooched as they neared the five-eighths pole. 

Smooth.
22…45…1:02.
Jerkens waited for Santos.
“What the hell…somebody told me this horse is 

a stake horse and he works like that…”
Santos shook his head. 
“Chief, don’t get so excited, this horse can’t 

breathe, that’s his problem. He worked a half-mile 
and then nothing.”

Jerkens and Santos walked back to the barn, 
kicking up dust as Jerkens’ mood began to temper 
and a plan began to hatch for the 3-year-old colt 
who had made two starts, a seventh and a third, 
seven months earlier for Kiaran McLaughlin.   

“OK, I’m going to fix him up,” Jerkens said. 
“Come back and work him in two weeks.”

To this day, assistant Fernando Abreu and the 
rest of Jerkens’ lieutenants swear nothing changed. 
Two weeks later, on a brisk Wednesday morning, 
Santos returned to Jerkens’ barn in the corner of 
Greentree and Clare Court on the main track side. 

Abreu gave Santos a leg up. Just like they did two 
weeks earlier, Jerkens and Circus led the way to the 
main track.

“Go 6 furlongs, as fast as you can go.”
“Are you serious?”
“I’m serious. Let him roll.”
Turn in, adjust, lope, angle, smooch.
22…45…1:11 2/5.
“Chief, now he’s ready,” Santos said, slowing to 

a walk in front of Jerkens at the three-quarter pole. 
“He better be because he’s running Saturday,” 

Jerkens said, turning Circus to the five-eighths pole 
gap. 

Saturday came, he broke sharply from post two, 
cleared a rival on the rail, opened up at will and 
won by 11 1/2 lengths, stopping the clock in 1:09.68 
over a sloppy track.

War Front. 
Owned and bred by Joe Allen, the son of the in-

comparable Danzig and the prolific Starry Dreamer 
won his next two, including the Princelet Stakes at 
Belmont Park going 1 1/16 miles (Jerkens loved to 
stretch one out). 

War Front lost four consecutive stakes, a sixth 
in the Discovery and seconds in the Mr. Prospector, 
Deputy Minister and Tom Fool. 

A year after breaking his maiden in his debut 
for Jerkens, War Front trounced five rivals with 
an outside move on the turn to win the Grade 2 
Alfred G. Vanderbilt Breeders’ Cup Handicap at 
Saratoga. 

“When he was right, that horse could beat any 
horse,” Santos said. “He had issues with quarter 
cracks. They said he couldn’t go far, he won a race 
going a mile and a sixteenth and I always wonder 
in my mind how good he could have been on the 
grass.”

Abreu has pondered the same questions, if he 
didn’t have quarter cracks, if they ever tried him on 
the grass. 

“He had a lot of foot problems, glue-on shoes, 
a spider plate, we did everything for that horse and 
that’s how we got him to the races,” Abreu said. 
“The one thing they didn’t want you to do was put 
a horse like that in the water. That was a no-no 
around our barn, they lived in ice. He overcame a 
lot. Good-looking horse. A neat horse.” 

Three weeks later, War Front and Santos fin-
ished second to Pomeroy and John Velazquez in the 
Grade 1 Forego Stakes.

“It was my fault,” Santos said about the 2 
1/4-length loss. “I chased some bad horses, I should 
have taken my time. Chief wasn’t mad at me. He 
was very happy if a horse gets first, second or third. 
When a horse won a race, he would cry. He would 
never give me instructions, never. He would give 
me a leg up and say, ‘Get me a check.’ What a guy. 
What a horseman.”

Little did Santos know, he lost more than the race 
that day in the Vanderbilt.

“Joe Allen said, ‘Man, if you won the Grade 1, 
I would have given you a royalty in him as a stal-
lion,” Santos said. “I said, ‘You should have told me 
before the race.’ ”

War Front finished second in the Grade 1 
Vosburgh in his next start and retired after finishing 
seventh in the Breeders’ Cup Sprint, blood squeez-
ing through his chronic quarter cracks, at Churchill 
Downs. 

Then he changed the game. 
Standing at Claiborne Farm, the Grade 2 sprint-

er who once worked 5 furlongs in 1:02 at Saratoga 
sired eight champions, 23 Grade 1 stakes winners 
and is still going strong at age 19 with four year-
lings in this year’s Fasig-Tipton Selected Yearling 
Sale. 

Santos marveled at the memory.
“What a sire he turned out to be,” Santos said. 

“When he was right, forget about it, he could beat 
any horse.”

1:02 cupofcoffee
BY SEAN CLANCY

http://pinoakstud.com/
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The World’s Yearling Sale

SEPTEMBER
Y E A R L I N G  S A L E

M O N .  13  -  F R I .  2 4 Learn More at TheWorldsYearlingSale.com

The Keeneland September Yearling Sale consistently delivers 
results at the highest levels of racing internationally. We 
invite you to travel to Keeneland this September in search 
of your next racing success story.

There are moments that 
make history. And then there are 
moments that shape the future.

In 2020 Keeneland September graduates
at Saratoga accomplished:

19 GRADED STAKES WINS

13 GRADE 1 WINS INCLUDING:

Channel Maker, Echo Town, Gamine, Global Campaign, 

Halladay, Improbable, Jackie’s Warrior, Paris Lights, 

Serengeti Empress, Swiss Skydiver, Vequist, Vexatious, 

Volatile and more

https://september.keeneland.com/


https://salleehorsevans.com/



