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Frosted flies into Whitney 
off powerhouse Met Mile
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here&there... at Saratoga
BY THE NUMBERS
21: Age of The Special’s Annise Montplaisir after her birthday Friday.

21: Consecutive starts in Grade 1 company for steeplechaser Demonstrative, who was retired 
after Thursday’s A.P. Smithwick. 

4: Squirrels sitting, and snacking, at a picnic table at a house on Court Street Friday afternoon.

LICENSE PLATE OF THE DAY
TRYFECTA, New York.

NAMES OF THE DAY
Baseline, first race. The 2-year-old colt is on the also-eligible list, but is by Bellamy Road out of 
Rockford Peach. The Rockford Peaches were an all-women’s professional baseball team from 
Illinois. 

Sir Alfred, fourth race. The 4-year-old colt is by Munnings, and completes the name of the 
famous equine artist.

Three Perfections, fifth race. The 3-year-old gelding is by Shakespeare and out of Brush Hour. 
In ancient China, the Three Perfections is a gathering of poets, calligraphers and painters to 
create a combined work (thanks Google).

Tom Clancy and Joe Morley. Name cards for the guests (who were actually Joe Clancy and 
Tom Morley) at At The Post Live Thursday night at The Parting Glass. We’re not sure about Joe 
Morley, but Tom Clancy was better paid for his writing than any Clancy at The Special. Connie Bush

Barn Help. This horse likes to bed down his own stall, which might help trainer 
George Weaver keep down the day rate.

HIT PAY DIRT
Bernardini, Curlin and Tapit 
with six. Then Street Sense 
on five. The top sires of 
G1 winners on dirt since 2013.

Street Sense has the highest percentage
of G1 horses among stallions standing for

less than $75,000.
STREET SENSE
Street Cry – Bedazzle (Dixieland Band)
859-255-8537 www.darleyamerica.com Darley

http://www.darleyamerica.com?utm_source=Saratoga%20Special&utm_medium=Half%20page&utm_content=Street%20Sense&utm_campaign=Stallions
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WORTH REPEATING
“I love your newspaper. I love coming up here and getting it because it’s a simple read. After 
going through the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times it’s re-
freshing and you can find the horse racing section.”

Owner and breeder Charlotte Weber, about The Special

“I saw Will Take Charge’s canoe getting prepped to be painted and I came this close to going 
and drilling holes in it.” 

Trainer Eric Guillot on Moreno’s narrow Travers’ loss  
during Thursday night’s At The Post Live show at The Parting Glass

“You can’t stand up when you eat it because it makes your knees buckle.”
Guillot on his family gumbo recipe

“I’m here just long enough to see all the people I want to see and none of the people I don’t 
want to see.”

Weekend visitor to Saratoga

“Going home to read.”
Gatewood Bell, with The Special in hand, Friday morning

“It’s not a nice course. It’s $14, you know my dad.”
Lew Pride, about going golfing with his dad, Dan, Friday afternoon

“The owner’s in the grandstand so make him look good.”
Trainer to jockey who came to breeze a horse  

 this week (names omitted to protect the innocent)

here&there... at Saratoga
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NAME OF THE DAY
Mears, sixth race. Godolphin Racing’s 2-year-old colt is by  

Street Cry out of Indy Five Hundred, and pays tribute the Mears family  
of race-car drivers (including four-time Indy 500 winner Rick).

800-523-8143

“Business is business, it’s great. But the most important thing 
 is family. To have my son and my wife here with me is amazing,  

it’s great and on top of that, to win a race, is perfect.”
Jockey Julien Leparoux after winning Thursday’s  

Quick Call in front of his wife Shea and son Mitchell

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Building Speed for the Future...

AWESOME AGAIN – IRISH CHERRY, by IRISH OPEN

DAAHER
Kent Barnes, Stallion Manager 
 859-224-4585 
www.shadwellfarm.com

19% Blacktype Horses
Graded Stakes Horses 

Saratoga, Keeneland, Belmont, etc.

including CLOTHES FALL OFF (2016 Correction S,  
2nd Barbara Fritchie S.-G2)

Awesome Again – Ir ish Cherry, by Ir ish Open

http://shadwellfarm.com
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Ashford Stud, P. O. Box 823, Versailles, Kentucky 40383, U.S.A.
Contact: Aisling Duignan, Dermot Ryan, Charlie O’Connor, Adrian Wallace or Scott Calder. Tel: 859-873-7088. Fax: 859-879-5756.

E-mail: info@coolmore.com   Web site: www.coolmore.com

• ASHFORD • ASHFORD • ASHFORD •• ASHFORD • ASHFORD • ASHFORD •

http://coolmore.com
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WORTH REPEATING
“I was going to do one and then two, like everybody does and like we do. He’s 9, so if he doesn’t 
know how to jump by now I don’t know what I’m going to do to help him.”

Trainer Elizabeth Voss, on why she had Bob Le Beau  
jump just once fence while schooling the day before Thursday’s A.P. Smithwick win 

“It’s OK, I parked in the shade.”
The Special’s Jack Clancy, who spent 20 minutes 

 eating a sandwich before driving the groceries home Friday; 
 to be fair, the sandwich was an Italian sub from Roma’s

“Now, that’s capitalism.”
Trainer Christophe Clement, as The Special’s Sean Clancy 

 talked on the phone and Lew Pride handed out papers Thursday morning

“I’ll be glad when the first race is over with.”
Trainer Brian Lynch, getting plenty of attention for the Frankel  
2-year-old first-time starter Brooklyn Bobby in today’s opener

“You’re better off buying 10 horses for $100,000 each than you are one horse for a million.”
Backside visitor, explaining how it’s done

“You’ve been to the track one day, and you’re already telling people how to do it?”
Backside visitor’s friend

here&there...at Saratoga

Just since 2000Just since 2000Just since 2000

33
G1
WINNERS

Since 2005 Saratoga …
– 64% winners
– 4.5% G1 or G2
– 16% graded placed, 24% stakes placed

119    UNCLE MO - Petite Fuego c.  
166    CANDY RIDE - Stormy West c.   
237    CANDY RIDE - Christmas Ship c.

Jo
y 

B 
G

ilb
er

t ©

Raising and Selling Racehorses

Visit us at Barn 5 

Contact: Headley  c: 859.221.5108 
Price  c: 859.321.5117

millridge.com    nicoma.com

NICOMA

®

®and its affiliate

Connie Bush
Vote Alexander for Dog Catcher. Brutus really doesn’t look like he 
wants anything to do with Frank Alexander.

http://embracetherace.com
http://millridge.com
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nytbreeders.org  |  518.587.0777

For more information visit our website
or call 518.388.0174

Dual Whitney winner  
Commentator kicks up his heels  

at Old Friends Cabin Creek.

(859) 224-2756
www.thoroughbredaftercare.org

Building two-year-olds one individual at a time
(859) 312-3414  |  kirkwoodstables.com

Proud to support Thoroughbred aftercare

of the day

Connie Bush

The New York Thoroughbred  
Horsemen’s Association
www.nytha.com  |  516.488.2337   
 visit us on Facebook

“You used to be able to count on races going, they would use 
allowance races no matter how many horses they had, you could 
point for a race and know it was going to go. Then you could make 
a horse. Now, they got so many extras and not only that, they 
want big fields. It’s not the racing secretary’s fault, he’s told to use 
the races with big fields. That’s why a stake horse is easier to train 
than the rest of them, you know when the race is going to go, you 
can point a horse to a race and know you’re going to run.”

– Trainer Allen Jerkens
 1929-2015

The Chief . . . Day 12

http://nybreds.com
http://kirkwoodstables.com
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Everyone at Saratoga Race Course 
seems to know the infamous Eric 
Guillot, be it for his strong Louisiana 
accent coupled with mind-boggling 
allegories, delectable gumbo or for 
monstrous upsets in major Saratoga 
stakes.

Guillot dons plaid and camouflage 
shorts during training hours, wears a 
T-shirt that reads “I got haters every-
where” to the Whitney post draw in 
2015 but there are numbers behind 
his personality. He’s racked up purse 
earnings of more than $12 million 
and 19 graded stakes in his career.

At Saratoga, Guillot won the 
Grade 1 Test with Champagne d’Oro 
in 2010, the Grade 1 Whitney Invi-
tational in 2014 with Moreno and 
last week’s Grade 2 Jim Dandy with 
Laoban.

“All my fan base is starting to call 
me the ‘dragon slayer’ in New York,” 
Guillot said. “Dragon slayer’s sharp-
ening his sword on both sides, getting 
ready to slay me some more on Tra-
vers Day.”

Guillot’s Saratoga string numbers 
15, a dozen promising 2-year-olds 
and three 3-year-olds, stabled in Barn 
2 near the Receiving Barn across Nel-
son Avenue and in a second barn on 
the harness track. 

“Welcome to Guillot’s Southern 
Slum Dog Stables’ Main Headquar-
ters,” Guillot said Thursday as he 
stopped his golf cart in front of Barn 
2 with The Special’s Shayna Tiller in 
tow.

Laoban: Fourth in the Grade 1 Blue Grass 
and sixth in Grade 1 Preakness, the son of 
Uncle Mo broke his maiden in the Grade 2 
Jim Dandy July 30. “Here’s the big horse. I 
felt pretty excited, like a kid in a candy store. 
Looked like he wanted to run again. He’s good, 
doing great, went back to the track today. Got 
to line up the pony, because he’s high. Going 
to the Travers.”

Fearless Dragon: The Keeneland maiden 
winner finished sixth in LARC Sir Barton on 
the Preakness undercard. “We threw him to 
the wolves in the Sir Barton, 50-1 on Preak-
ness Day. He ran a really good race, split the 
field, did all the running from the 12 hole, 
muddy track. He just came back off of injury 
reserve. He chipped an ankle on that mud-
dy track but he’s getting ready to breeze his 
second half-mile (Saturday). I’m hoping to 
get him back to the races and get him in an 
a-other-than allowance before the meet’s over. 
He’s a really nice horse. He has a chance of 
being a stakes horse. The best part is I own 20 
percent of him.”

Taken To Church: The 2-year-old Bode-
meister colt breezed a half-mile in :48.55 Fri-

day on the main track. “Bodemeister is the one 
that has the white-faced foal (owner Southern 
Equine’s popular newcomer born this year). I 
don’t know what religion he is yet, but he’s 
taking somebody to church. He’s a pretty 
nice horse. He’s a pretty nice colt, got a lot of 
chrome on him, white legs, white everything.”

Moreno Mojo: Purchased for $170,000, 
the 2-year-old son of Pioneerof The Nile has 
breezed twice since arriving at Saratoga last 
month. “This is my next big horse in my opin-
ion; he’s going to be the real deal. Named after 
Moreno, my good horse, when he won the 
Whitney . . . I don’t know why Mike (Moreno 
of Southern Equine) named Moreno Mojo af-
ter himself, because I don’t know if he has any 
mojo. Very nice horse. He’s by the right sire, 
too. Working his second half this weekend. 
I’m really high on this horse.”

Whooo Here We Go: Southern Equine’s 
2-year-old Gemologist colt finished sixth in 
debut June 16 at Churchill Downs. “Named af-
ter Doug O’Neill’s famous saying that he says 
every time before big races. That’s his favorite 
thing, he does the pound the fist with the ex-
plosion and he goes WHOO Here We Go! So 
that’s why I named him. The next one I name 
after him is Why Not Us, that’s another thing 
he says. He ran once at Churchill, got tired, 
was in contention all the way, real fast. He’s a 
really nice colt just coming back after a shin 
and he’ll start back working Saturday.”

Midway Playa: The 2-year-old colt by 
American Lion cost $20,000 at Fasig-Tipton 
Midlantic May sale. “Just worked his second 
three-eighths. He’s got my famous potato 
mud on his legs, my poultice I’ve been making 
for 30 years with potatoes in it. My farm is in 
Midway, Kentucky, and years ago my brother 
(dated) four women when he first got to Mid-

way, so I named him Midway Playa. He’s do-
ing good, really good.”

Wave On Wave: The 2-year-old is by 
Smart Strike out of the Bertrando mare Per-
fectly Pretty. “This is a really nice horse. He’s 
kind of behind in maturity but he’s a half to a 
millionaire Grade 1 winner (Idiot Proof). We 
should name him Half Price, but his name is 
Wave On Wave because my partner’s favorite 
song is Wave On Wave or something. He’s a 
nice baby. He just started, he’s way behind, 
just galloping.”

Hot As Hades: The Louisiana-bred 2-year-
old is by Redding Colliery out of the Unbri-
dled’s Song mare Underworld. “This actually 
is a very nice Louisiana-bred. Bought him 
in June, didn’t realize he was even a Louisi-
ana-bred until after I saw him. I was heading 
to the restroom, look to the left and saw him 
being shown. I thought, ‘What a nice look-
ing horse, I’ve got to go check him out.’ He 
worked :48 and change, working his first 
five-eighths this weekend. Like I said, Louisi-
ana-bred by an unproven sire but he’s got a 
good bottom side.”

Stella Performance: Purchased for 
$140,000, she is an all bay filly without any 
white marks. “She’s a Trappe Shot filly. Very, 
very classy. Very typey. Pretty head. Her work 
was very impressive at the sale. She’s just 
starting as well.”

Blue Xanadu: The 2-year-old by Shackle-
ford out of the Maria’s Mon mare Mecanique 
cost $75,000. “My old lady named him be-
cause he’s blue, she loves him because he’s a 
beautiful horse. He’s got a pretty color, blue-
berry roan as we call them. He’s by Shackle-
ford out of a stakes mare. He’s a pretty nice 
horse, getting closer to running. He’s got 

with Eric Guillot

Every day at Saratoga, The Special 
presents an exclusive Stable Tour 

with a Saratoga trainer. 

http://www.fasigtipton.com/
http://fasigtipton.com
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Get them
back
on track

721 Training Center Drive, Elkton, Maryland 21921
Bruce Jackson Cell: 610-496-5080 • O�ce: 410-620-2175 • Fax: 410-620-2176 • bruce@fairhilletc.com

fairhilletc.com
visit our website for 
comprehensive videos

Rehabilitation,
Sports Medicine
and Conditioning 
for the Equine Athlete

Fair Hill Equine Therapy 
Center is a state-of-the-art 
facility that houses the 
latest in technological 
equipment, designed to 
promote a safe and rapid 
advancement for horses 
recovering from injury 
or returning from a rest.

THERAPY CENTER
FAIR HILL EQUINE

Aqua Pacer Cold Salt Spa Dry Salt
Vapor Therapy

Vibration
Therapy

Solarium Fair Hill
Training Center

Hyperbaric 
Oxygen Therapy

NEW

about three five-eighths in him. We’re waiting 
to get an OK from the gate. He’s a real pretty 
animal. He’s got a real pretty head on him. Lit-
tle nervous like his daddy, Shackleford, but he’s 
starting to come around.”

Michelle d’Oro: “She’s a 3-year-old Bernar-
dini maiden that hasn’t started yet, that we let 
mature. She’s small. She’s out of my good filly 
that won the Test here (in 2010), Champagne 
d’Oro. This is her first foal. She just came in 
from the farm this week, getting started back. 
Doing good so far, loves it. She hasn’t been to 
Siro’s yet, hasn’t been downtown on Broadway 
shopping, but other than that she likes it.”

Blurred Line: The 2-year-old colt by Girola-
mo out of the Lion Heart mare Fast Heart cost 
$55,000 at Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May sale. 
“He’s a New York-bred, very nice. He’ll proba-
bly make the end of the meet if everything goes 
right. He’s a very, very nice colt I bought from 
the Maryland sale. I liked the size, pedigree, 
class factor. I like him a lot. He acts like he can 
run. He’s been working really well here for me 
as a 2-year-old. He’s big.”

Elle Elizabeth: “Named after my partner 
Elle (Dehere)’s daughter Elizabeth, she shows 
jumper horses. She’s just starting back. I didn’t 
have room, so the three fillies are just starting 
because I left them at the farm to let them catch 
up. None of them are breezing, they’re just 
catching up. She’s a Tapizar filly out of a Grade 
3 placed mare (Marwood). Very nice filly.”

Don’t Beleve Watch: “This is my partner 
Mike’s ‘champion’ 2-year-old. He bought this 
one, I bought the other six of them there. He 
knows I didn’t like her as much as he did, so 
he named her ‘Don’t Beleve Watch’ and I said 
I don’t believe but I’ll watch. But this is Mike 
Moreno’s next champion by Majesticperfection. 
She moves really well, her work was impres-
sive, but she’s got a little bit of a cheaper look 
to her compared to the rest but who knows they 
run in all different sizes, shapes and forms. Like 
I told him, cheap horses run too, they just run 
cheaper.”

Recalibrating: The 3-year-old Malibu Moon 
colt is out of the Irish-bred Royal Academy mare 
Sleepytime, and was scratched Sunday when 
it rained. “He’s a professional maiden starting 
again on the turf. He’s as quirky as it gets. His 
nickname was Rail Jumper in his first race. He 
came weaving in and out of traffic, got beat a 
(half-length). Twenty minutes we were waiting 
for our horse to be unsaddled, we didn’t know 
where he was. He dropped the kid, jumped the 
rail, and ran around the back Del Mar barn area. 
Everybody was scared to ride him for three or 
four races, so they nicknamed him in the jocks’ 
room Rail Jumper. He’s doing well now though, 
running next week. He’s a head case.”

Stable Tour –
 Continued from page 8

http://fairhilletc.com
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Blacktype Winners

Andrew Motion  |  Old Chapel Farm, Upperville, VA  |  (540) 454-3466  |  oldchapelfarmva@gmail.com

From incredible  
family of Champions
    CAPE CROSS, RUSSIAN RHYTHM,  
    PARK APPEAL,  SHADAYID, etc.  

Genetic Goldmine
Hip 202 Saratoga | Tuesday August 9

By GHOSTZAPPER

Including such outstanding fillies as:
Judy the Beauty, Better Lucky 
Molly Morgan, Paulassilverlining
Go Maggie Go

11%

BY SEAN CLANCY
The gray horse ambles in the distance, a speck of col-

or sliding across the dark backdrop of pine trees, like a 
painter had flicked a brush across his canvas, a start of 
something big. Walking southeast along the horse path, 
the horse turns right, walks onto the training track at 
Greentree and picks up a jog, a languid jog, back toward 
the long white, open-air barn and around the turn to the 
straightaway where 11 people wait for him. The group 
includes trainer, an assistant, a writer, a photographer and 
a few lucky fans who just fell into their best morning at 
the track. Sean Clancy

Frosted and Rob Massey return to the barn Thursday.

Artistic
Moment

Frosted tries to duplicate
masterpiece of Met Mile

WHITNEY STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 12 
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The Breeders’ Farm

859.294.0030
spendthriftfarm.com

Pulpit - African Jade, by Seeking the Gold 

http://spendthrift.com
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Somebody in the group says it, al-
though, it doesn’t need to be said.

“Frosted.”
The favorite for today’s Whitney 

eases to a walk at what would be the 
wire of the training track, hooves si-
lent on the synthetic surface. If you 
try, you can hear the din of traffic 
on the Northway, but only if you try. 
Mountains cut across the sky, another 
world away. Clear sky. Light breeze. 
Solitude in an ever-hectic world. 

Frosted leads a set that includes 
top-class fillies Kareena, Sentiero Ita-
lia, Robillard, an unraced 2-year-old 
and a claimer. Rob Massey, the only 
retired jump jockey to ever look bet-
ter as he got older, eases Frosted to 
a walk, the gray colt slows on cue, 
stops, faces in and turns his head. If a 
horse could tip his hat and say good 
morning, he just did. Massey reaches 
for his left stirrup leather, unbuckles 
it with his thumb and forefinger and 
pulls the long leather strap, his foot 
and stirrup heightening like an eleva-
tor on a rope. Once secure, he does 

the same thing with his right iron, in-
stinctive as a guy flipping burgers on 
a grill. 

Following the horse’s clock, with-
out a visible cue from Massey, Frost-
ed turns, blends into a jog, flicking his 
toes and lopes into a gallop, left leg 
leading as Massey folds his wrists and 
lays his hands down on both sides of 
Frosted’s mane. 

The same brush stroke, this time 
a little faster goes across the canvas. 
Nobody says a word as Frosted glides 
past the pine trees and saunters past 
the second time. Massey eases him 
to a stop on the far side of the track, 
a mile-and-a-half complete, and 
runs his stirrups back down, safety 
achieved. 

Trainer Kiaran McLaughlin breaks 
the silence, asking his assistant/brother 
Neal a simple question about two of 
Godolphin’s runners on the weekend. 

“In one word, can Kareena improve 
from her last effort?” McLaughlin 
says. “It’s a yes or no question.”

Kiaran waits for Neal, knowing 
one-word answers don’t exist in the 
variable-filled game of Thoroughbred 
racing.

Whitney –
 Continued from page 10

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
NEW VOCATIONS AT MEREWORTH FARM - Help New Vocations expand its mission by  

joining the Capital Campaign to build the nation’s premier racehorse adoption facility. Phase one of  
the project is completed, however additional support is needed to finish the project.

The remaining naming and sponsorship opportunities range from $100 to $500,000 and can be found at  
www.newvocations.org or by contacting anna@horseadoption.com or call (937) 642-3171.

$1.4 Million
Raised

$2 Million

Tod Marks
Whitney hopeful El Kabeir makes Simon Harris work during an early morning gallop. Continued On Page 14 

http://newvocations.org
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eclipsetbpartners.com /eclipsetbp @eclipsetbp

To learn about joining an Eclipse racing partnership, contact:

Aron Wellman
(310) 968 - 9559
Aron@eclipsetbpartners.com

Jack Sadler
(803) 920 - 9005
Jack@eclipsetbpartners.com
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Thank you to all of our loyal racing partners who always BELIEVE BIG!Thank you to all of our loyal racing partners who always BELIEVE BIG!
Honoring Tradition. Inspiring Innovation. Making History.Honoring Tradition. Inspiring Innovation. Making History.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

Curalina highlighted a 4-win
week for Eclipse in capturing her 
2nd Graded Stakes win at Saratoga, 
thrusting Eclipse to the top of the 
owners standings.

http://eclipsepartners.com
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Find yours at F-T Saratoga
Barn 7 

167037-DenaliStud-Half-SarSpec.indd   1 8/5/16   4:28 PM

“Improve? I don’t think there’s 
any improvement in her or Frosted, I 
would hope for the same,” Neal says, 
referring to an off-the-screen win by 
Kareena in the Jersey Girl and an off-
the-charts win by Frosted in the Met 
Mile back in June. “If they do im-
prove, they’re going to sprout wings.”

Watching Frosted Thursday morn-
ing, it wasn’t unfathomable.  

In the Met Mile June 11, Godol-
phin’s homebred colt came close to 
flapping and lifting, opening up at 
will to score by 14 ¼ lengths, stop-
ping the clock in 1:32.73 

Joel Rosario didn’t think it felt any 
different than Frosted’s other races, a 
win in the Wood Memorial, a fourth 
in the Kentucky Derby, a second in 
the Belmont Stakes and other quality 
starts against the best in the sport. 

 “To me it felt the same as another 
race. When I went back and watched 
the replay, I was like ‘oh wow’ when 
I saw how far behind the other hors-
es were. He was very comfortable on 
the track,” Rosario said. “Turning 

for home, there were a couple hors-
es on the lead and I knew I had them 
beat and then I was just trying to save 
something and wait a little bit. I didn’t 
have to. He did it so easily, so easy.”

Rosario was motionless above 
Frosted’s withers, but he might as 

well have been in the stands at Bel-
mont Park. 

“I feel the same way as everyone 
else,” Rosario said. “I couldn’t feel 
how fast he was going.”

As for the Whitney at a furlong 
farther than the Met Mile, Rosario 

won’t try to change much from the 
trip he engineered last time. Although, 
with four fewer horses, the Whitney 
should play out easier.

 “I will just come out of there and 
see how the race is playing. It’s a dif-
ferent race, a different kind of race,” 
Rosario said. “If they go slow, he will 
be right there. If they go fast, we’ll be 
farther back. He’s an easy horse to 
ride. I wish all the horses I ride were 
like him. He puts you where you want 
to be. That’s a good horse for you. 
They are like driving a car.”

• At 6:24, Thursday morning, a 
bay roundhouse of a horse and a 
plain bay pony turn the corner from 
the old pony track, heading to the 
main track. Blue polo bandages in 
front, trace bandages behind, old-
school safety pins, tongue tied, cage 
bit for better control, sheepskin shad-
ow roll, sheepskin-covered yoke, the 
racehorse looks like a linebacker at 1 
o’clock on Sunday afternoon. Behind 
him, Jimmy Jerkens guides his golf 
cart, a security guard next to him, 
owner/breeder Russell Cohen sips a 
coffee from the backseat.  

Whitney –
 Continued from page 12

Sean Clancy
Effinex trains on the main track Thursday.

Continued On Page 16 

http://denalistud.com
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follow us @BradleyTBs

COME RUN 
                 WITH US

P 859.275.2120 
F 859.275.1222
www.bradleythoroughbreds.com

                Notable GSWs:    

             Dacita wins Grade 1 Diana

         - Goldy Espony won the 2015 
           Fasig-Tipton Waya S.- G3

     -Dayatthespa won the 2014
     Breeders’ Cup Fillies & Mares Turf

Good luck to Roca Rojo in today’s  
De La Rose Stakes!

1019 Majestic Drive
Suite 340

Lexington, KY 40513

Bradley Thoroughbreds  

  Racing Ventures 9-for-16  
   in June and July 

      44% winners in 2015

http://bradleythoroughbreds.com
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(352) 427-9995  |  EddieWoods.com

It doesn’t take long and you don’t 
have to ask to know it’s Effinex, sec-
ond choice in the field of six for the 
Whitney.

The 5-year-old son of Mineshaft 
stops and stares across the grass park-
ing lot, head up, half at ease and half 
at angst, as exercise rider Kelvin Pa-
hal strokes a red glove down his neck. 

Assistant Kent Sweezey looks left 
when he hears a camera clicking. 

 “Can we make the cover?”
“You want the cover after the race, 

not before it,” the photographer says.
“That’s for sure,” Sweezey says. 
The foursome crosses Union Ave-

nue, angles right and walks onto the 
main track,  backing up a few strides 
before turning and facing the infield. 
Effinex stares again, then jogs toward 
the grandstand, loping into a high-
knee canter as Sweezey peels off and 
waits near the outside rail.

Rolling around the turn the second 
time, Effinex bows his neck, lowers 
his head, controlled, comfortable, 
coiled like a Jerkens horse from 50 

years ago. Effinex drifts out of sight 
for the second time, meets up with 
Sweezey and strolls home through 
the paddock and along the path in 
the picnic area, passing Jerkens as he 
heads across Union Avenue for the 
second time.

Asked how he’s doing, Jerkens of-
fers two words.

“He’s good.”
That’ll do.
Mike Smith’s job is to keep him 

good, through the preliminaries of the 
paddock, the racetrack and during the 
9-furlong stakes. It’s something that 
hasn’t always been easy, as Effinex has 
gotten stirred up in the post parade, 
bolted in the 2015 Brooklyn and lost 
a few races before they started. 

Smith met Effinex in the fall, guid-
ing him to an upset second behind 
American Pharoah in the Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic. Since then, they’ve 
teamed to win the Grade 1 Clark, 
Grade 2 Oaklawn Handicap and 
Grade 2 Suburban. With just one 
blip, a third in the Grade 1 Santa Ani-
ta Handicap, Smith and Effinex have 
built a rapport, a veteran jockey and a 
veteran horse on the same page.

“Maybe I’m a little like him, we’re 
both a little different. I know he could 

be a bit difficult to ride, but with age, 
he’s gotten better, we just kind of 
get along. I just try to feel what he’s 
feeling, try not to overcorrect him,” 
Smith said. “He might switch over to 
his right lead in the middle of the turn, 
he’ll make you want to grab him and 

pull him in, but I kind of just go with 
it, just finesse him back in, the next 
thing you know, I get him aligned and 
then I can ask him to do things. Some-
times, there’s a step or half a step be-

Whitney –
 Continued from page 14

Tod Marks
Noble Bird looks for his second Grade 1 win for trainer Mark Casse .

Continued On Page 18 

http://eddiewoods.com
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Inquiries to Clifford Barry or Nancy Stephens • Versailles, KY  40383 • (859) 873-1420 •www.pinoakstud.com

Alternation 
by Distorted Humor  

Broken Vow 
by Unbridled   
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Niall Brennan Stables
Ocala, Fl (352) 732-7459
niallbrennan.com

Success is no  
Accident...

And the story continues...

Tod Marks
Upstart seeks his third Saratoga win for trainer Rick Violette.

fore his front end and his back end get 
together. You just wait for him.”

Effinex seeks his third graded 
stakes win this year and his 10th win 
in his 25th start.

Riding a three-race win streak, 
Comfort rolls into his first Grade 1 
stakes attempt for Eclipse Thorough-
bred Partners and Todd Pletcher. 
The 4-year-old son of Indian Charlie 
made his first three starts for Pavel 
Vashchenko before being purchased 
privately and switching to Pletcher’s 
barn in spring 2015. 

Comfort finished fourth in the 
Grade 3 Lexington, then hit the shelf 
until reappearing in an allowance 
race at Gulfstream in November. A 
4 1/4-length scamper began a win 
streak, which includes a second-level 
allowance at Belmont Park and the 
restricted State Dinner Stakes in July. 
John Velazquez has the return call. 

Rick Violette entered four-time 
winner Upstart for Ralph Evans and 
WinStar Farm. The 4-year-old son of 
Flatter clashed with the best of the 
division last year, chasing American 
Pharoah, Frosted and Keen Ice in 
a deep 3-year-old pool. After a six-
month break, Upstart returned with 
a win in the Grade 3 Razorback be-
fore finishing fifth behind Effinex in 

the Oaklawn Handicap and a distant 
third behind Frosted in the Met Mile. 
Irad Ortiz takes the call. 

As we’ve seen already this meet, 
speed is dangerous in a short field and 
Noble Bird possesses the speed of this 
group. The five-time winner led every 
step to win the Grade 3 Pimlico Special 
in May. Last year, the son of Birdstone 
used speed to win the Grade 1 Stephen 
Foster at Churchill Downs. Owned 
by John Oxley and trained by Mark 
Casse, Noble Bird faded in the Met 
Mile, winding up sixth behind Frost-
ed. Julien Leparoux rides for the fifth 
consecutive time, and will continue the 
mental game of riding Noble Bird.

“You know, when things go right 
that’s how talented he is,” said Casse 
after the Pimlico Special romp. “He’s 
a really talented horse. He’s just so 
tough to ride. He throws his head and 
if he gets real mad he just quits. I was 
hoping as he got older that he would 
grow out of it but he hasn’t.”

El Kabeir breaks from the rail for 
Zayat Stable, John Terranova and 
jockey Ricardo Santana. The 4-year-
old son of Scat Daddy rides a four-
race losing streak into his sternest 
test. In his most recent start, the gray 
colt finished fourth behind Bradester 
and ahead of Effinex in the Foster. 
Terranova primed him with a 5-fur-
long drill in 59.66 seconds over the 
main track July 30. 

Additional reporting by Joe Clancy.

Whitney –
 Continued from page 16

http://niallbrennan.com
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DONALD V. LITTLE, JR.  –  PRESIDENT    
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Stakes Winners

Graded Stakes Winners

Grade 1 Stakes Winners

Eclipse Awards
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18
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Contact: Donna Barton Brothers | Donna@StarlightRacing.com | 502.645.2232

Star Power
Dedicated to Competing & Winning at the Highest Level

w w w. S t a r l i g h t R a c i n g . c o m

Stakes Winners

Graded Stakes Winners

Grade 1 Stakes Winners

63
45
19

& Earned THREE ECLIPSE Awards

BY TOM LAW
Lightstream can take just about anything Brian 

Lynch can throw her way. 
She’s proven that, first making the jump from 

debut maiden winner to graded-stakes winner and 
then going a step further to become a stakes winner 
on the grass in her third start. 

The 3-year-old daughter of Harlan’s Holiday 
wasn’t able to make the jump from 7 furlongs – the Chelsea Durand/NYRA photo

Lightstream seeks her third stakes win (including this grassy score in the Soaring Softly) in today’s Test.

Miss
Versatility
Lightstream tackles 
Gr. 1 sprint for Lynch

TEST STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 21 

http://starlightracing.com
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Measuring your way
to the Winner’s CircleMeasuring your way
to the Winner’s Circle

Measuring your Way  
to the Winner’s Circle

Measuring your way
to the Winner’s Circle

distance of each of her first three starts 
– to 1 1/16 miles or to Grade 1 com-
pany in the Mother Goose Stakes last 
time out. Lynch takes the blame there, 
admitting that if he didn’t turn in his 
trainer’s license for a few weeks in June 
that the situation for Lightstream head-
ing into today’s Grade 1 Test Stakes 
might be entirely different. 

“I didn’t feel like she was 100 per-
cent going into the last race,” Lynch 
said. “I had been on the other side of 
the fence for about three weeks and I 
hadn’t seen her. She’s a good-doing filly 
and she gets heavy in condition. When 
I got back to see her she was a little 
bit heavy. She can stand up to a bit of 
training.”

Lynch was on the outside looking 
in after he tested positive for marijua-
na and turned in his license June 8, the 
day before he was scheduled to run Pri-
vate Zone in the Grade 2 True North 
at Belmont. He was reinstated 17 days 
later after he tested clean in another 
screening by the New York State Gam-
ing Commission.

Lynch was able to run horses in oth-
er jurisdictions during that 17-day peri-
od, but not in New York, where Light-
stream was stabled at Belmont Park. 

On Lynch’s first day back, Light-
stream worked 5 furlongs and a week 
later she finished third, beaten 4 1/2 
lengths by fellow Test entrant Off The 
Tracks, in the Mother Goose. She’s 
breezed three times at Saratoga since, 
including a strong half-mile in :47.81 
on the main track July 18 and a 3-fur-
long tightener in :36.06 on the wet-fast 
main track Wednesday. 

“I make no excuses for her this 
time,” said Lynch as he watched mul-
tiple Grade 1 winner Grand Arch cool 
out from his breeze in advance of his ti-
tle defense in next weekend’s Fourstar-
dave. “She’s as good, well, maybe not 
as good as she’s ever going to be, but 
she’s as good as she can be right now.”

 Lightstream won her debut March 
6 at Gulfstream, defeating Kareena and 
a field that also included the $850,000 
Hard Spun filly Better Not Blink. 

Lynch wasn’t afraid to make the 
jump to graded company for her next 
start and picked the Grade 3 Adena 
Springs Beaumont for the filly. She won 

Test –
 Continued from page 20

Continued On Page 22 
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that too, topping Grade 1 Frizette 
winner Nickname and Test entrant 
Kinsley Kisses in the race run over 
Keeneland’s Beard course of 7 fur-
longs and 184 feet.  

“It was such an impressive de-
but and she trained on so well in 
between,” Lynch said at the time of 
his reasoning for making the jump to 
graded company. 

The win looked like it earned 
Lightstream a spot in the field for the 
Grade 1 Acorn on the Belmont Stakes 
undercard, but Lynch instead threw a 
curve at the filly when he entered her 
in the Soaring Softly going 7 furlongs 
on the grass May 21 at Belmont. 
She handled that, too, winning by 
three-quarters of a length in 1:20.54. 

“It wasn’t the toughest stake and it 
was a good opportunity to keep her 

winning and get some more experi-
ence in her,” Lynch said. “Now you 
hope everything we’ve done with her 
rounds off into a day like Saturday 
here. She’s got some seasoning to her 
now. I’m real happy shortening back 
up to seven-eighths, always liked that 
angle, and just happy in general with 
how the filly is doing.”

Lightstream will need a good ef-
fort against the likes of Kareena, who 
rattled off back-to-back victories in 
a Keeneland maiden and the Jersey 
Girl Stakes since her debut defeat for 
Kiaran McLaughlin; and the Todd 
Pletcher-trained Off The Tracks, win-
ner of last year’s Schuylerville at Sara-
toga. 

Lewis Bay, third in the Kentucky 
Oaks and second in the Mother 
Goose, is also in the field, along with 
double-digit longshots Paola Queen, 
One True Kiss, Malibu Stacy and 
Kinsley Kisses. 

“Kiaran’s filly is definitely going 
to be tough,” Lynch said. “And it 
doesn’t look like there will be much 
speed that will go with her. We’ve got 
to get to her. She’s the one to beat. 
Tactically that sort of race sets up for 
us, too. If she does get a little bit late 
we’ll be there on a hammer.”

Test –
 Continued from page 21

Tod Marks
Kareena streaks into the Test off back-to-back wins.

thisishorseracing.com

http://itm.ie
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BY MICHAEL SMITH
Full Mast, a contender in today’s 

$100,000 Fasig-Tipton Lure Stakes 
at Saratoga Race Course, stole a win 
from one of the best colts of his gen-
eration on France’s biggest day of rac-
ing in 2014. 

Granted it was on a technicality 
resulting from a stewards’ ruling, but 
Juddmonte Farm’s game bay colt held 
his own as he and Gleneagles barreled 
to the finish of the Group 1 Prix Jean-
Luc Legardere Grand Criterium on 
the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe under-
card. 

Under the care of Criquette Head-
Maarek for the first two years of his 
career, Full Mast had license to be 
considered a serious contender for 
the European classics in 2015. In ad-
dition to the Jean-Luc Lagardere, he 
won his first two starts as a 2-year-old 
in France over 6 furlongs, including 
the Group 3 Prix La Rochette where 
he beat future Group 1 winner Terri-
tories. 

Out of the Group 1 winning Yash-
mak, daughter of Juddmonte blue hen 
mare Slightly Dangerous, the bay son 
of Mizzen Mast has a deep family his-

tory of excellence behind him. Slight-
ly Dangerous was a prolific producer 
of classic horses through her progeny 
– Warning was a champion 2- and 
3-year-old in Europe, Commander In 
Chief was a 3-year-old champion in 
Ireland and joint 3-year-old champi-
on in Europe, Dushyantor placed in 
the Epsom Derby and Deploy placed 
in the Irish Derby.

Full Mast suffered an unfortunate 
setback during his preparation for the 
Poule d’Essai des Poulains that caused 
him to both miss the French clas-
sic and delay his reappearance until 
June 2015. He returned at Chantilly 
at 1 mile in the Group 3 Prix Paul de 
Moussac, running second by a neck. 
He returned to Group 1 company in 
his next start and finished a distant 
seventh down the field in the Prix 
Jean Prat.

Full Mast was sent to Hall of Fam-
er Bill Mott for a U.S. campaign earli-
er this year after convalescing from an 
injury sustained in France. Connie Bush

Full Mast goes out to train Friday morning.

LURE STAKES PREVIEW

One Tough 
Customer

Juddmonte’s Full Mast brings 
bloodlines, attitude to turf stakes

Continued On Page 27 
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Powered by Equine Analysis Systems

The Pinnacle of Performance  winning the G3 Matt Winn S. setting a 
New Stakes Record going 1 1/16th miles in 1:41.12

An EA Bloodstock 2-year-old selection
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Today’s Gr. 1 Test Stakes. 
In 1989 it was won by a Maryland-bred– 
eventual 1989 Eclipse Award-winning Sprinter

SAFELY KEPT.
She ran it in 1:212⁄5.
The Test Stakes was one of  her 
eight stakes wins from nine starts as 
a 3-year-old. Her only loss that year 
was a second in the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint when she was caught at the 
wire by Dancing Spree.

SAFELY KEPT 
was the first sprinter to have ever 
earned more than two million 
dollars. She is the leading all-
time Maryland-bred distaff  
earner of  $2,194,206 and was 
inducted into the National 
Racing Hall of  Fame in 2011

Maryland-breds run with the best.
Look for them in the winner’s circle at race tracks 

all over the world. Watch for them at the sales.

Better stallions. Better mares. Maryland-breds.

http://marylandthoroughbred.com


26 Saturday, auguSt 6, 2016the Saratoga Special

Full Mast (left) trains 
with the stable pony.
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Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital 
Invites all horsemen and women and  
the public to tour our new facility

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, August 7th, 2016  5:30 p.m.
63 Henning Rd. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

(518) 583-7273

Please join us for food and drinks
Dress casual and join us for a tour 
around our new facility

EQUINE HOSPITAL IN SARATOGA

Christine M.  
Cancelli

Equine Art Exhibition
August 1-30

Hampton Inn & Suites
25 Lake Avenue

Saratoga A&B Rooms
Daily 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Featured Artists: Christine M. Cancelli, Heather St. Clair Davis, Kathleen Friedenberg, Booth Malone, Peter Smith, Andrea Steiner, Roman Szolkowski, Larry Dodd Wheeler.

“Travers Triptych (Bernardini, Bluegrass Cat & He’s An Old Salt) by Christine M. Cancelli, Oil on Canvas, Three Panels, 48” x 180” 

http://roodandriddle.com
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“He had been over here on lay up 
for a good while, well a lay-up over 
there and did the remainder of it 
here,” Mott said Thursday morning. 
“So he had some time off, he had and 
injury and we got him back.”  

Full Mast won his U.S. debut after 
six months of conditioning with Mott, 
taking a 7-furlong allowance-option-
al June 5 at Belmont Park. 

With a strong 1 1/4-length win un-
der his belt, Full Mast shipped up to 
Toronto to open up his North Ameri-
can graded stakes tally in the Grade 2 
King Edward Stakes.  

“He ran a credible race, had a little 
run in the tank around the turn and 
he had nowhere to go and when he 
straightened up, the winner kind of 
got first run on him and he couldn’t 
catch up,” Mott said of Full Mast’s 
fourth-place finish behind Dimension, 
Lure entrant Solemn Tribute and 
Tower Of Texas as the 6-5 favorite.

Full Mast is the 5-2 morning-line 
favorite for the 1 1/16-mile Lure, 
which is open to older horses which 
have not won a graded stakes in 2016. 

“He’s never been a mile and-a-six-
teenth before,” Mott said. “He’s run 
at a mile and looks like he’s very good 
at seven-eighths of a mile.

“He’s tough. He’s a bit challeng-
ing to train and slightly quirky. You 
take him over there in the afternoon 
though and he does his job and so far 
we’ve run him twice and he’s been 
pretty professional about everything.”

Shining Copper is the 3-1 second 
choice for the Lure off a nearly four-
month break following his seventh 
in the Grade 1 Maker’s 46 Mile at 
Keeneland. 

Second in the Grade 1 Gulfstream 
Park Turf Handicap in early Febru-
ary, Shining Copper is 2-for-2 on the 
grass at Saratoga. 

Chad Brown trains Shining Cop-
per and he also sends out March, 
runner-up in the Grade 1 Hollywood 
Derby in November, and Offering 
Plan, third in the Grade 3 Poker and 
2-for-3 on the grass at Saratoga. 

Conquest Typhoon, Bigger Picture, 
Ectot and Jay Gatsby complete the 
field for the Lure, which kicks off a 
run of five consecutive stakes on Sat-
urday’s card. 

Lure –
 Continued from page 24

http://westpointtb.com/spa
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BY LINZAY MARKS
Vielsalm alertly checked out her surroundings 

while trainer Lynn Ashby hosed her down after 
her first spin around the Saratoga main track Fri-
day morning in preparation for today’s $200,000 
Fasig-Tipton Waya Stakes.

Ashby usually ships the mare the day of the race, 
but opted to come two days early for the Grade 3 
Waya. 

“We wanted her to have a look, she was so up,” 
Ashby said. “She was just all up, and she thinks 
‘I’m in today,’ and she saw everybody going so we 
had to go do something. We changed her program 
a little bit, normally I breeze her a quarter a day be- Linzay Marks

Vielsalm gets acquainted with Saratoga.

Spa Debut
Ashby sends out  
Delaware shipper 
Vielsalm in Grade 3

WAYA STAKES PREVIEW

Continued On Page 31 
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P aris Pike, Lexington    $9,750,000  
Home to a Kentucky Oaks winner, 4 G1  
winners, 12 graded stakes winners, 24 
stakes winners! Sporting one of the 
finest homes in Kentucky, this historic 
horse farm features 74 stalls in 5 barns, 
5 auxiliary residences, lake, tree-lines 

paved roads, gated entries, frontage on 2 roads. The circa 1830 mansion 
has some of the finest wood craftsmanship available. Detailed moldings 
and mantles throughout, 1st floor owners suite, spectacular great room. 
447 acres and the sellers may divide.  

   CENTRAL KENTUCKYS FINEST HORSE FARMS 
    Hill & Regan Parker  (859) 608-8039 
     WWW.LEXHORSEFARMS.COM 

R ussel Cave, Paris                  $599,000 
Exceptionally well kept 13 acre horse farm 
with lovely 3,800 SF. home - one floor living, 
vaulted ceilings, marble in the master & great 
views. The farm includes 5 paddocks, 17 stalls 
in 2 barns, wash stall, tack room w/half bath, 

hay storage, automatic waters, and 4-board fencing.  

F rankfort Road, Georgetown $1,498,000 
Extremely private 49.5 acre sport horse facil-
ity located only 15 minutes from Kentucky 
Horse Park. Features a 140 X 72 foot indoor 
arena and 250 X 125 outdoor arena, both with 

GGT footing. Includes 2 water reclamation ponds that are used for arena 
irrigation. New 80 foot round pen with poly-track footing and 49 stalls in 
4 barns. The main barn also houses 10 grooming racks and a client 
lounge with kitchen and full bathroom. There is separate hay storage for 
each barn. Housing comprises two homes each with 3 studio apartments, 
a new 3 bedroom 2 bath mobile home and an additional 2 bedroom 1 
bath mobile home and several RV hook ups.  

N ewton Pike, Lexington    $459,000 
A gorgeous setting with horses on all 3 sides. 
This 4.5 acre mini farm features level to very 
gently rolling land, nice trees, newer 4-board 
fencing, stonewall, and outstanding views.  

Water, electric and RV hook-up. 5 miles from Rupp Arena in downtown 
Lexington and only 3 miles from The Kentucky Horse Park. 

S hawnee Run, Harrodsburg   $575,000 
An impeccable well built 6,000 SF ranch on a 
walk out basement with an ultra, deluxe, multi
-tiered pool, nestled on 8.5 acres with gor-
geous views.  The house sports hardwood 
floors, vaulted ceilings, multiple sun rooms, 

1st floor owners’ suite, open floor plan, chef’s kitchen and a family 
kitchen, ICF steel reinforced construction. The farm offers one paddock 
with diamond wire mesh fencing, room for many more paddocks, over-
sized 3 car detached garage, and up to 8 acres additional. 

fore she’s entered but we didn’t want 
to do that up here.”

The 6-year-old Maryland-bred 
daughter of Fairbanks spends most 
her time at Delaware’s Middletown 
Training Center, the former Bayard 
Sharp Farm, where she enjoys a dif-
ferent routine than the average Amer-
ican racehorse. 

The farm, just over the border 
from Chesapeake City, Md., is the 
former base of such horses as Dixie-
land Band, Mississippi Mud and oth-
er Sharp homebreds.

“She’d like to roll,” Ashby said 
as the mare began milling about in 
the grassy area to the south of Tom 
Bush’s barn on the Saratoga main 
track, apparently not satisfied with 
the grazing options. “She’s used to 
being turned out, the farm thing. Af-
ter we’d get back (from training) we’d 
turn her out, she has a couple friends, 
out there for an hour, and then they’re 
standing at the gate, like ‘OK, time 
for breakfast.’ ”  

Vielsalm is not fond of living at the 
track, which led Dr. Tom and Chris 
Bowman and their son, Dr. Brooke 
Bowman, who owns the mare, to trans-
fer the homebred to Ashby’s stable. 

“He’s our vet (Brooke Bowman) 
and he said ‘Lynn, I have a filly that 
I think is going to love the farm, 
she’s miserable at the track,’ ” Ashby 
said. “That’s how I got her. She just 
bloomed as soon as she came and we 
won a nice condition race (in mid-No-
vember 2015).” 

Since being in Ashby’s care Viel-
salm’s most impressive performance 
came in the Grade 3 Gallorette Hand-
icap on the Preakness undercard at 
Pimlico, where she finished second by 
a head at 76-1.

“He was going to breed her, but 
they have so many good broodmares 
and if she loves doing what she does, 
why don’t we just let her go again this 
season?” Ashby said. “So we are go-
ing to gamble as long as she pays her 
way through this, and you know it 
only takes one. Now that she’s grad-
ed-stakes placed, oh my God, they 
were beside themselves. She’s sound, 
doesn’t run in any bandages, very 
clean.”

Vielsalm followed up her Gallor-
ette run with a close fifth in the All 

Brandy Stakes going 9 furlongs at 
Pimlico June 25, beaten just 1 1/4 
lengths after bobbling a bit at the 
start. Vielsalm finished fourth by 5 
1/4 lengths, beaten by Waya entrants 
Real Smart and Photo Call, in the 
Grade 3 Robert G. Dick Memorial 
July 9 at Delaware Park.

Ashley blamed a lack of pace and a 
rider change for her performance. 

“Forest (Boyce) couldn’t ride 
her and she knows this mare really 
well, so I put Travis Wales up and he 
doesn’t know her like she does,” Ash-
by said. “It was so slow on the front 
end and she made a belated run but, 
when the pace is slow like that you 
have to be like ‘OK, I can’t be like 50 
(lengths) out of it.’ But we’ve had her 
where she’s laid close before and been 
effective. So it depends on the pace, it 
really depends on the pace.”

Even though she’ll face those two 
again in the Waya, along with other 
graded stakes winners, the team be-
hind Vielsalm is ready for their Sara-
toga experience.

“This is my first (time starting a 
horse at Saratoga). I am so excited, 
are you kidding,” Ashby said. “To be 
doing this for such a wonderful fam-
ily, the Bowmans of Maryland, and 
they’re going to come, they are excit-
ed to be here . . . We’ve got one shot, 
let’s go on and go. I said it’s going to 
be tough – we are going to pick up 
who we picked up at Delaware – but 
we’ll be back with Forest.”

Ashby also hopes the 1 1/2-mile 
race around three turns on the inner 
turf course sets up for the petite mare. 

“It suits her, she’s used to it,” she 
said. “She’s a little mare; very, very 
athletic and wants to run all day so it 
might set up for us.”

Guapaza is the 5-2 morning-line 
favorite off a victory in the River 
Memories for trainer Chad Brown, 
who won Friday’s Grade 2 Hall of 
Fame and is the meet’s leading trainer 
with 13 winners. Juddmonte Farm’s 
Suffused is the 7-2 second choice. 
The 4-year-old daughter of Champs 
Elysees won the 1 15/16-mile Bel-
mont Coronation June 9 in her most 
recent start for Bill Mott. Achnaha, 
Al’s Call, Ball Dancing, Trophee and 
Desiree Clary complete the field. 

Waya –
 Continued from page 30
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BY ANNISE MONTPLAISIR
Bonner Young stood near My 

Sweet Girl Thursday morning, gently 
scratching the 4-year-old’s hindquar-
ters as she paused along the outside 
rail of the track. The bay filly’s sculpt-
ed ears moved forward and back, two 
small antennas analyzing the other 
Thoroughbreds breezing, galloping 
and jogging past. 

My Sweet Girl’s rider turned her to 
the left and urged her into a clockwise 
jog along the outside rail until they 
reached the tote board in the stretch. 
Pausing again, they turned and pro-
gressed into an easy gallop down the 
center of the track. 

Horses huffed and puffed, snorted 
and roared down the track in front of 
Young. 

“You won’t hear her breathing,” 
Young said to a group of friends near-
by. “She’s quiet.”

Sure enough, when My Sweet Girl 
passed her owner, the only sound 
came from her hooves as they hit the 
ground in a sequential rhythm. 

My Sweet Girl is conditioned by 
Young’s trainer of more than 30 years 
Barclay Tagg, who will saddle the 
homebred filly in today’s $100,000 
Fasig-Tipton De La Rose Stakes. 

“She’s doing well right now and 
she’s grown up a lot, she’s a May 
foal,” Young said. “So actually phys-
ically hitting 4 she’s growing a bit.”

After winning her third start going 
6 1/2 furlongs on the dirt as a 2-year-

old, My Sweet Girl lost her first five 
starts in 2015 before winning a 1 1/8-
mile allowance on the turf at Sarato-
ga. The Bernardini filly has won twice 
from five starts this season, swimming 
her way through the slop to win in an 
off-the-turf optional claimer at Bel-

mont May 6 and winning the 1-mile 
Perfect Sting turf stakes at Belmont 
July 2. 

“She won her last race, and hope-
fully she’ll win this one,” Tagg said of 
the 1-mile De La Rose. 

Chelssea Durand/NYRA Photo
My Sweet Girl tries to win her second consecutive stakes.

Family Matters
My Sweet Girl represents  
longtime owner/trainer tandem

Continued On Page 33 
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While Tagg is pleased with how the 
filly has been training, he expressed 
concern over the challenging post for 
the grass stakes. She drew stall 11 in 
the field of 12 fillies and mares.  

“They’re not easy up here, and un-
fortunately she got the outside post, 
which makes it even harder,” he said. 
“I don’t know if you ever watch the 
Olympic athletes when they’re train-
ing for track. You see them when 
they stagger those starts? The outside 
guy’s way up here, the inside guy’s 
way down here. And we don’t do 
that, and then people don’t realize 
how much ground they lose. When 
they’re on the outside they lose a tre-
mendous amount of ground.”

In addition to her tough post, My 
Sweet Girl will need to top a field that 
also includes Intercontinental Stakes 
winner Zindaya and multiple graded 
stakes winner Lady Lara. The others 
entered are Roca Rojo, Industrial 
Policy, Stormy Victoria, Mayla, Cali 
Thirty Seven, Excilly, Akatea, Robill-
ard and Bitty Kitty.

My Sweet Girl is part of the third 
generation of her family to be trained 
by Tagg, who also conditioned her 
granddam Kristi B, Grade 1-winning 
dam Bit of Whimsy and half-sister 
and graded stakes winner Caroline 
Thomas.

Kristi B, who sustained a non-dis-
placed spiral condylar fracture after a 
work at Saratoga in 2001, stayed in a 
cast and was looked after by Tagg un-
til she went to live at Hinkle Farms in 
Paris, Ky., as a broodmare for Young. 

Young is thankful for Tagg’s dedi-
cation to the mare and the dividends 
it payed. It all came together when 
she was listening to Bit Of Whimsy’s 
win in the Grade 1 Queen Elizabeth 
II Challenge Cup Stakes while at a 
family reunion back in 2007. 

“When she won I told Barclay 
‘Kristi B paid you back,’ because 
she’s the one that had the broken leg 
and he took care of her,” Young said. 
“She stayed in his barn in the stall 
and he took care of her every day 
because he was concerned that straw 
would get up and ruin the leg. He’s 
the one who took care of her for me, 
which was wonderful.

“So she went out there (to Ken-
tucky in January), and don’t you 

know she got in foal on one cover on 
March the 5th that year. She had a 
Lion Cavern filly, and then her next 
foal was Bit Of Whimsy, who was a 
Grade 1 winner of the QE II. And Bit 
Of Whimsy is the dam of My Sweet 
Girl.” 

My Sweet Girl and Caroline 
Thomas are both named for Young’s 
granddaughter.

“It’s really funny, when Barclay 
heard the name my granddaughter 
Miss Caroline Thomas was in the 
car,” Young said. “He said ‘That’s a 
cheap claiming horse’s name.’ And 
my granddaughter said ‘Um, she 
named her for me.’ And he said ‘Oh 
it’s a wonderful name.’ Never missed 
a beat. Caroline is my sweet girl. This 
filly’s disposition matches her name.” 

From teaming up for a Saratoga 
stakes win with Highland Springs, 
to savoring moments in the winner’s 
circle of Grade 1 races, the lengthy 
owner/trainer relationship between 
Young and Tagg has involved sharing 
everything from a house in Saratoga 
to a mutual understanding.  

“We’ve been real lucky together,” 
Young said. “He’s kind of more of a 
big brother than a trainer. I treat him 
like he was my big brother.

“He comes back (to the barn) at 9 
at night and makes sure that they’re 
eating their 9 o’clock food and that 
everything is good. I know this be-
cause we shared a house up here for 
15 years, and he can’t go to sleep un-
less he comes back and checks on the 
horses, even though he’s got a night 
watchman. And he doesn’t want any-
body to come with him. I came one 
time and he goes down the shedrow 
and he kisses them on the nose and 
rubs them, hugs their necks. It’s kind 
of his time with his animals, and I ap-
preciate that.”

My Sweet Girl walked off the track 
after two easy laps. Instead of going 
straight to Tagg’s barn for her bath 
and cool-down, she sauntered past, 
continuing on down the road. Pass-
ing two more barns, her rider steered 
her to the left through a grassy area 
at the base of a small hill. Past trees, 
along a barn then another left to a 
road leading back home.

Young was waiting when the pair 
returned.  

“They do it on every horse that 
comes off the track,” Young ex-
plained about the additional loop. 
“And in the afternoon they graze 
them, as many as they can.”

De La Rose –
 Continued from page 32

POCAHONTAS (GII)
2016 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Fillies Division” 

2017 Kentucky Oaks Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
$200,000
Fillies, Two Years Old

Closes Sept. 3
($200 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

IROQUOIS (GIII)
2016 “Win and You’re In Juvenile Division” 

2017 Kentucky Derby Points Race

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
$150,000
Two Year Olds

Closes Sept. 3
($150 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

LOCUST GROVE (GIII)

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
$100,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 3
($100 nomination fee)
1 1/16 Miles

OPEN MIND

Runs Sat., Sept. 17
$100,000
Fillies & Mares, Three Years Old & Up

Closes Sept. 3
($100 nomination fee)
6 Furlongs

DOGWOOD (Listed)

Runs Sat., Sept. 24
$100,000
Fillies, Three Years Old

Closes Sept. 10
($100 nomination fee)
7 Furlongs

ACK ACK (GIII)

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$100,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 17
($100 nomination fee)
1 Mile

LUKAS CLASSIC (Listed)

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$175,000
Three Year Olds & Up

Closes Sept. 17
($175 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Mile

JEFFERSON CUP (Listed)

Runs Sat., Oct. 1
$100,000
Three Year Olds

Closes Sept. 17
($100 nomination fee)
 1 1/8 Miles Turf

2016 September Meet 
Stakes Schedule
September 16 - October 2

Ben Huffman Racing Secretary: 502.638.3820 • ben.huffman@kyderby.com
Dan Bork Stakes Coordinator: 502.638.3806 • dan.bork@kyderbyc.om
Fax: 502.636.4479

http://churchilldowns.com
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Saturday, August 6.
1ST (1:00PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, 1 1/16M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 5, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Brooklyn Bobby .............. J. Rosario ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Panama Papers .............. M. Franco ........................ M. Hushion .................. 4-1
3  ..... 3 ............Ultron ............................. J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 12-1
4  ..... 4 ............Makarios ........................ E. Cancel .......................... N. Zito ........................ 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Keep Quiet (FR) .............. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Casse .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Kid Perfect ..................... J. Leparoux ...................... K. McPeek .................. 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Giant Brownie ................ J. Castellano .................... G. Contessa .................. 6-1
8  ..... 8 ............Golden Away .................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Mejia ...................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............The Great Samurai ......... J. Velazquez ..................... D. Donk ........................ 8-1
10..... 10 ..........Blame Will ...................... L. Saez ............................. D. Lukas ....................... 6-1
11..... AE..........Kiss the Toad.................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Morley .................... 10-1
12..... AE..........Ticonderoga ................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 7-2
13..... AE..........Rainy .............................. J. Ortiz ............................. J. Lawrence, II .............. 6-1
14..... AE..........J. S. Choice .................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
15..... MTO ......Leviathan ....................... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
16..... MTO ......Baseline ......................... . Rider TBA ...................... T. Albertrani ................ 12-1

2ND (1:33PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Borsa Vento ................... E. Cancel .......................... N. Zito ........................ 15-1
2  ..... 2 ............Millenial ......................... M. Franco ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Air On Fire ...................... J. Leparoux ...................... R. Moquett ................. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Tyler U ............................ L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Daddy’s Placer ............... R. Santana, Jr. ................. T. Amoss .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Northern ......................... J. Garcia .......................... W. Ward ....................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Hieroglyphics ................. J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
8  ..... 8 ............Practical Joke ................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-2
9  ..... 9 ............Newman ......................... J. Rosario ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 10-1
10..... 10 ..........Hammerin Aamer ........... J. Ortiz ............................. R. Rodriguez ................ 8-1
11..... AE..........Arch of the Diver ............ M. Franco ........................ T. Albertrani ................ 10-1

3RD (2:07PM). $75,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Euros to Dollars ............. J. Rosario ........................ D. Cannizzo .................. 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Afleet’s Edge .................. J. Castellano .................... C. Domino .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Lucky Town .................... A. Arroyo ......................... R. Ubillo ....................... 8-1
4  ..... 4 ............Bajan Summer ............... J. Ortiz ............................. G. Sciacca .................... 9-2
5  ..... 5 ............River Knight ................... S. Bridgmohan ................ E. Pringle .................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Stormin Stephen ............ L. Saez ............................. A. Adsit ...................... 10-1
7  ..... 7 ............Open Book ..................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ M. Dini ....................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Grand Sky ...................... J. Lezcano ....................... M. Casse ...................... 6-1
9  ..... 9 ............Fearthefalcon ................. M. Franco ........................ S. Klesaris .................... 7-2

4TH (2:41PM). $85,000, ALW, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
Exacta, Quinella, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Knights Key .................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Moquett ................. 12-1
2  ..... 2 ............Rich ‘n’ Tuck .................. L. Saez ............................. J. Toscano, Jr. .............. 6-1
3  ..... 3 ............Summer Revolution ....... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Rodriguez ................ 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Sir Alfred ........................ J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 5-2
5  ..... 5 ............Goats Town .................... M. Franco ........................ D. Lukas ..................... 12-1
6  ..... 6 ............Neolithic ......................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 6-1
7  ..... 7 ............Juan and Bina ................ J. Castellano .................... G. Delgado ................... 8-1

5TH (3:15PM). $83,000, MSW, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Tricked Up ...................... M. Franco ........................ C. Brown ...................... 5-2
2  ..... 2 ............Butler Field ..................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 9-2
3  ..... 3 ............Abstract Cape ................. R. Santana, Jr. ................. G. Weaver................... 15-1
4  ..... 4 ............Never So Few (IRE) ........ J. Torres .......................... J. Hertler .................... 30-1
5  ..... 5 ............Sport .............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ H. Bond ........................ 7-2
6  ..... 6 ............Spuyten Duyvil ............... J. Rosario ........................ M. Stidham ................ 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Ballagh Rocks ................ J. Alvarado ...................... W. Mott ...................... 15-1
8  ..... 8 ............Kabang ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. M. Trombetta .............. 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Three Perfections ........... A. Arroyo ......................... J. Jerkens ................... 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Barahona ........................ S. Bridgmohan ................ W. Bradley .................. 20-1
11..... 11 ..........Classy O’Prado ............... L. Saez ............................. D. Romans ................. 12-1
12..... 12 ..........Brianbakescookies ......... J. Leparoux ...................... D. Farrell .................... 12-1

6TH (3:49PM). $83,000, MSW, 2 YO, 6F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 6, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Mears ............................. J. Castellano .................... T. Albertrani .................. 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Fact Finding .................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 3-1
3  ..... 3 ............Casses Story .................. J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse ...................... 9-2
4  ..... 4 ............Theoryintopractice ......... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 7-2
5  ..... 5 ............Curlout ........................... M. Franco ........................ M. Mareina ................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Fillet of Sole ................... L. Saez ............................. D. Schettino ............... 12-1
7  ..... 7 ............Classic Cotton ................ S. Bridgmohan ................ T. Wismer ................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............True Valor ....................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Desormeaux ........... 15-1
9  ..... 9 ............Lenstar ........................... J. Ortiz ............................. N. Zito ........................ 15-1
10..... 10 ..........Dilettante ........................ R. Santana, Jr. ................. D. Lukas ..................... 20-1
11..... AE..........Everybodyluvsrudy ........ A. Arroyo ......................... R. Rodriguez ................ 6-1
12..... AE..........Rockshaw ...................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. R. Moquett ................. 15-1

7TH (4:25PM). $100,000, STK - THE FASIG-TIPTON LURE, 4 YO’S & UP, 1 1/16M (TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Shining Copper .............. J. Ortiz ............................. C. Brown ...................... 3-1
2  ..... 2 ............Conquest Typhoon ......... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse .................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Bigger Picture ................ M. Franco ........................ M. Maker .................... 20-1
4  ..... 4 ............Solemn Tribute ............... L. Saez ............................. B. Lynch ..................... 10-1
5  ..... 5 ............March ............................. I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2
6  ..... 6 ............Ectot (GB) ...................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 5-1
7  ..... 7 ............Full Mast ........................ J. Rosario ........................ W. Mott ........................ 5-2
8  ..... 8 ............Offering Plan .................. J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 8-1
9  ..... 9 ............Jay Gatsby ..................... J. Alvarado ...................... J. Jerkens ................... 20-1

8TH (5:02PM). $500,000, STK - THE TEST, 3 YO, F , 7F
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Pic 4, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Paola Queen ................... L. Saez ............................. G. Delgado ................. 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............One True Kiss ................. J. Leparoux ...................... S. Asmussen .............. 15-1
3  ..... 3 ............Kareena .......................... J. Castellano .................... K. McLaughlin .............. 9-5
4  ..... 4 ............Malibu Stacy .................. M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver................... 15-1
5  ..... 5 ............Lightstream .................... J. Rosario ........................ B. Lynch ....................... 8-1
6  ..... 6 ............Lewis Bay ....................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Brown ...................... 9-2
7  ..... 7 ............Off the Tracks ................. J. Ortiz ............................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-5
8  ..... 8 ............Kinsley Kisses ................ J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................. 15-1

9TH (5:40PM). $200,000, STK - FASIG-TIPTON  WAYA, 3&UP, F & M , 1 1/2M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Pic 3, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............Photo Call (IRE) ............. K. Carmouche .................. T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
2  ..... 2 ............Achnaha (IRE) ................ M. Franco ........................ G. Weaver................... 12-1
3  ..... 3 ............Suffused (GB) ................ J. Ortiz ............................. W. Mott ........................ 7-2
4  ..... 4 ............Real Smart ..................... J. Velazquez ..................... H. Motion ..................... 6-1
5  ..... 5 ............Vielsalm ......................... F. Boyce ........................... L. Ashby ..................... 20-1
6  ..... 6 ............Guapaza (CHI) ................ J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 5-2
7  ..... 7 ............Ball Dancing ................... J. Leparoux ...................... C. Brown .................... 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Al’s Gal ........................... L. Saez ............................. M. Maker .................... 20-1
9  ..... 9 ............Trophee (FR) .................. J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................... 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Desiree Clary (GER) ....... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 8-1

10TH (6:18PM). $1,250,000, STK - THE WHITNEY, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta, Daily Double
1  ..... 1 ............El Kabeir ......................... R. Santana, Jr. ................. J. Terranova, II ........... 20-1
2  ..... 2 ............Comfort .......................... J. Velazquez ..................... T. Pletcher .................... 8-1
3  ..... 3 ............Upstart ........................... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ R. Violette, Jr. ............. 10-1
4  ..... 4 ............Frosted ........................... J. Rosario ........................ K. McLaughlin .............. 3-5
5  ..... 5 ............Noble Bird ...................... J. Leparoux ...................... M. Casse .................... 10-1
6  ..... 6 ............Effinex ............................ M. Smith.......................... J. Jerkens ..................... 7-2

11TH (6:54PM). $100,000, STK - FASIG-TIPTON DE LA ROSE, 4&UP, F&M , 1M (INNER TURF)
Exacta, Trifecta, Superfecta
1  ..... 1 ............Roca Rojo (IRE) ............. J. Velazquez ..................... C. Brown ...................... 4-1
2  ..... 2 ............Industrial Policy ............. R. Santana, Jr. ................. M. Casse .................... 20-1
3  ..... 3 ............Stormy Victoria (FR) ...... I. Ortiz, Jr. ........................ C. Clement.................... 6-1
4  ..... 4 ............Lady Lara (IRE) .............. J. Lezcano ....................... W. Mott ........................ 8-1
5  ..... 5 ............Mayla ............................. L. Saez ............................. W. Calhoun ................. 30-1
6  ..... 6 ............Cali Thirty Seven ............ J. Alvarado ...................... J. Orseno .................... 20-1
7  ..... 7 ............Excilly (GB) .................... J. Leparoux ...................... T. Dascombe .............. 12-1
8  ..... 8 ............Akatea (IRE) ................... J. Rosario ........................ C. Clement.................. 12-1
9  ..... 9 ............Robillard ........................ K. Carmouche .................. K. McLaughlin .............. 6-1
10..... 10 ..........Zindaya .......................... J. Castellano .................... C. Brown ...................... 3-1
11..... 11 ..........My Sweet Girl ................. M. Franco ........................ B. Tagg ....................... 10-1
12..... 12 ..........Bitty Kitty ....................... J. Ortiz ............................. B. Walsh ..................... 30-1
Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.

SATURDAY SARATOGA ENTRIES
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grid

the 
Power

Race #

1
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9
10
11

Leviathan
Brooklyn Bobby
Panama Papers
Practical Joke
Hieroglyphics

Tyler U
Euros To Dollars

Afleet’s Edge
Open Book

Summer Revolution
Sir Alfred
Neolithic

Tricked Up
Butler Field

Sport
Fact Finding

Theoryintopractice
Casses Story

Full Mast
Shining Copper

March
Kareena

Off the Tracks
Lewis Bay

Desiree Clary
Guapaza
Suffused
Frosted
Effinex

Comfort
Zindaya

Roca Rojo
My Sweet Girl

Ticonderoga
Brooklyn Bobby
Panama Papers
Hieroglyphics
Practical Joke
Daddy’s Placer
Fearthefalcon

Grand Sky
Stormin Stephen

Knights Key
Neolithic

Summer Revolution
Sport

Tricked Up
Kabang

Casses Story
Everybodyluvsrudy
Theoryintopractice

Full Mast
March

Jay Gatsby
Kareena

Lightstream
Off The Tracks

Al’s Gal
Real Smart

Guapaza
Frosted
Effinex

Comfort
Roca Rojo

Zindaya
Stormy Victoria

Brooklyn Bobby
Panama Papers

Ticonderoga
Hieroglyphics

Air On Fire
Newman

Euros To Dollars
Grand Sky

Fearthefalcon
Sir Alfred

Summer Revolution
Knights Key
Butler Field

Spuyten Duyvil
Sport

Casses Story
Fact Finding

Theoryinpractice
Full Mast

Ectot
Jay Gatsby

Kareena
Lightstream

Off The Tracks
Suffused

Real Smart
Guapaza
Frosted
Effinex
Upstart
Zindaya

Lady Lara
Robillard

Brooklyn Bobby
Panama Papers

The Great Samurai
Tyler U

Air On Fire
Practical Joke
Fearthefalcon

Grand Sky
River Knight

Summer Revolution
Neolithic

Juan and Bina
Three Perfections

Tricked Up
Butler Field

Classic Cotton
True Valor

Theoryintopractice
Full Mast

March
Offering Plan
Off the Tracks
Lightstream

Kareena
Photo Call
Suffused
Achnaha
Frosted
Comfort
Upstart

Stormy Victoria
Lady Lara
Roca Rojo

Brooklyn Bobby
Panama Papers
Giant Brownie

Tyler U
Newman

Hieroglyphics
Fear The Falcon
Bajan Summer

Euros To Dollars
Summer Revolution

Sir Alfred
Juan And Bina

Sport
Spuyten Duyvil

Tricked Up
Casses Story
Fact Finding

Theoryintopractice
Ectot

Bigger Picture
Full Mast
Kareena

Lightstream
Off The Tracks

Achnaha
Guapaza

Ball Dancing
Frosted
Effinex

Noble Bird
Excilly

Lady Lara
Robillard

2016 Records 43/132 43/132 38/132 31/132 29/132

Tom
Law

Gaile
Fitzgerald

Charles
Bedard

John
Shapazian

Chad 
Summers

Saratoga
Leaders
Through Friday

TRAINERS .............................. 1ST
Chad Brown ........................................ 13
Todd Pletcher ...................................... 11
Kiaran McLaughlin ................................ 7
Jason Servis ......................................... 6
Steve Asmussen ................................... 5
Jeremiah Englehart ............................... 5

JOCKEYS ............................... 1ST
Irad Ortiz Jr. ........................................ 21
Javier Castellano ................................. 14
John Velazquez ................................... 14
Jose Ortiz ............................................ 13
Joel Rosario ........................................ 11
Manny Franco ....................................... 9
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BY TOM LAW
Ken Ramsey made his way through a smattering 

of fans, accepted congratulations, handed out his 
trademark silks pins and reminisced about a mem-
orable trip to the Saratoga Room after Camelot 
Kitten got up in the $200,000 National Museum of 
Racing Hall of Fame Stakes.

The visit 12 years ago wasn’t his first or his most 
recent until Friday’s Grade 2 Hall of Fame, but 
Ramsey conceded it still might be his favorite. 

“It was a time I remember very well, when we 
won with Roses In May in the Whitney,” Ramsey 
said. “I got to know Marylou Whitney that day, Tod Marks

Camelot Kitten (left) nips Airoforce in Friday’s Hall of Fame Stakes

Specialist
Camelot Kitten wins 
third graded stakes  
at 1 1/16-mile distance

HALL OF FAME STAKES RECAP

Continued On Page 38 

SHEETSSHEETS
Sunrise Stallions 

SMOKEY BROWN
6YO Gelding by Big Brown

Wednesday, Race 10
Bran Jam Stable & Ben Mondello, Owners

Nolan Creek Farm & Paul Pompa Jr., Breeders

John Toscano Jr., Trainer

Picks of the Day
BIG BROWN • FROST GIANT • HEAVY BREATHING

Sunrise Stallions – Standing dual classic winner and champion Big Brown and Heavy Breathing 
at Dutchess Views Farm in Pine Plains, N.Y.; and Frost Giant at Keane Stud in Amenia, N.Y.

Eric Bishop | Eric@SunriseStallions.com | 516-606-9768

Congratulations 
 

GIANT BROWNIE
2YO Colt by Big Brown

Saturday, Race 1

Sanford Robbins & Julia Boutelle, Owners

Lynch Bages LTD, Breeder

Gary Contessa, Trainer

Congratulations 

to the connections of THREE FOR ME,  

winner of the 10th race Friday at Saratoga.  

Co-owned by La Marca Stable and trainer  

Steve Klesaris, 5-year-old Frost Giant  

gelding was bred by James Lamonica  

and Empire Stud LLC.

http://sunrisestallions.com
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For more information, please contact 
Bill Gallo Jr., Director of Racing, at (410) 392-0700 

info@nationalsteeplechase.com

http://gojumpracing.org
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spent some time in there with her and 
it set me up later to ask her for help 
with (his wife) Katherine when she 
got sick.”

Friday’s trip might not be on the 
all-time favorites list but it’s special 
to Ramsey nonetheless, especially be-
cause Camelot Kitten a homebred by 
his prolific sire Kitten’s Joy. 

Out of the Foresty mare Celestial 
Woods and a full brother to Breed-
ers’ Cup Turf Sprint winner Bobby’s 
Kitten, Camelot Kitten landed his 
third graded stakes of the year after 
a stiff four-way battle in the stretch 
with Airoforce, Strike Midnight and 
Giant Run. Camelot Kitten won by a 
nose from Airoforce, a slimmer mar-
gin than his two victories in the Grade 
2 American Turf May 7 at Churchill 
Downs and the Grade 3 Pennine 
Ridge June 4 at Belmont Park. 

“He wins by a neck each time, 
makes us sweat it,” Ramsey said. 

Camelot Kitten won despite a wide 
trip around both turns. The official 
chart said he was two- or three-wide 

around the turns but it was likely 
more than that as pacesetter Giant 
Run and John Velazquez stayed off 
the inside most of the trip, forcing 
Airoforce, Strike Midnight and the 
eventual winner to fan wide as they 
made their runs. 

Irad Ortiz Jr., the meet’s leading 
rider and aboard Camelot Kitten for 
six of his previous seven starts, was 
three paths off the fence as they bat-
tled with Airoforce inside the final 
sixteenth. 

“Tough trip, he doesn’t want to be 
ridden way out there,” said winning 
trainer Chad Brown after he joined 
Ramsey in the Saratoga Room to 
watch the replay. 

Camelot Kitten closed from a lit-
tle farther off the pace in his previous 
two stakes victories. Brown said he 
“caught a flyer” out of the gate that 
put him closer to the lead than usual, 
and considering the slow early pace 
set by Giant Run it worked in his fa-
vor. 

Velazquez set up shop on the lead 
alone from the break, a length clear 
of Airoforce under the wire the first 
time, into the turn and through the 
opening quarter in :25.08. Camelot 
Kitten raced 3 1/2 lengths behind the 

leader around the turn and inched up 
a bit through the half in :49.17. 

Ortiz moved him up again on the 
turn, getting within a length of the 
lead through 6 furlongs in 1:12.88 as 
Giant Run, Airoforce and Camelot 
Kitten spun off the turn together. 

“The pace wasn’t ideal but I 
thought Irad put the horse into per-
fect position,” Brown said. “Even 
if it was out of this horse’s comfort 
zone to be that close, he at least gave 
the horse a chance to win. That’s all 
I can ask from the jockeys that ride 
our horses. That was a perfect ex-
ample of a jockey using his head, to 
give a horse a chance to win by taking 
him a little bit out of his element but 
knowing that’s the only way he could 
win by putting him there. I thought he 
used great judgment.”

Giant Run grudgingly gave up 
the lead just outside the sixteenth 
pole and it was left to Airoforce and 
Camelot Kitten to settle. 

Brown rocked back and forth in 
his seat as he watched in a box up-
stairs, his gaze glued to the monitor 
as the two slugged it out in the final 
30 yards. He dished out a high five 
when they hit the wire, then wore a 
slight expression of doubt looking 

around for confirmation of the win. 
One flash of the stretch run made it 
clear Camelot Kitten won the bob.

Camelot Kitten won for the fourth 
time in eight starts and he bounced 
back from a fourth in the Grade 1 
Belmont Derby Invitational, where he 
finished 1 ½ lengths behind Deauville 
going 1 1/4 miles. 

Ramsey and Brown agreed the 
10-furlong Belmont Derby was prob-
ably a touch long for the colt.

“Most of them can go a mile and 
quarter, mile and a half, but this one 
is a full brother to Bobby’s Kitten and 
he’s got a little sprint gene in him,” 
Ramsey said. “A mile and a quarter 
is too far, so we’ll keep him at a mile 
and a sixteenth or so and that’s it. He 
was ahead in that last race after a mile 
and a sixteenth. He took the lead, just 
couldn’t hold it. Nothing wrong with 
the horse, it’s just his limitations. Be-
ing good at a mile and a sixteenth 
isn’t bad.”

Hall of Fame –
 Continued from page 36

Need 
attention?

We provide 
complete equine, 

farm, and 
liability coverages.

Lexington, Kentucky, USA   t  859.231.0213  f  859.231.0206

www.equineinsurance.com

THE NEUMAN INSURANCE GROUP

Neu_SSpec4.625x4.75.indd   2 8/5/16   1:07 PM

Represenng owners, trainers, breeders, jockeys, drivers and horsemen 
associaons in business transacons and maers before the New York 

State Gaming Commission and in the federal and state courts  

990 S����� A����, G��� C��, N�� Y�� 11530

A�   | G��� C��   | N�� Y�� C��   | W����, D.C.

H���� C����� C��� T���� L�� H������H���� C����� C��� T���� L�� H������H���� C����� C��� T���� L�� H������

  Andrew J. Turro, Esq. 
Chair, Equine & Racing Law 

516-741-6565 | aturro@msek.com 

If you love horse racing and want to join a fun, affordable, 
well-run racing partnership, please give us a call.

We create LLCs to buy and race, primarily in the Mid-Atlantic Region,  
and under the care of leading trainer Graham Motion.

High Five Racing Stables
“World Class Excitement”

Jay Sloan, Managing Partner
(703) 869-8742         www.highfiveracing.com

thisishorseracing.com

http://equineinsurance.com
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Not many horses come to Saratoga 
to run two turns on the dirt and short-
en up in distance. Kentucky Derby, 
Preakness, or Belmont runners short-
ening up for the Jim Dandy come to 
mind. In the sixth race Friday it was 
maiden Tom’s d’Etat who shortened 
from a second going 10 furlongs May 
30 at Churchill to a 9-furlong maiden 
special at Saratoga Race Course.

“He’s a big, bred-for-distance type 
of horse,” winning trainer Al Stall Jr. 
said. “He had a few minor setbacks as 
a young horse and he got a lot of time 
to fill in and turn into a big, physical 
monster.”

The 3-year-old Smart Strike colt 
didn’t break on top from the rail, but 
jockey Ricardo Santana Jr. used the 
inside advantage into the first turn to 

take the initiative and lead the field. 
Tom’s d’Etat galloped along through 
fractions of :23.76 and :48.64 while 
Santana stood like a statue. Santana 
began to shake up his mount on the 
far turn, gave a tap on Tom’s d’Etat’s 
right shoulder and a few left-handed 
smacks and drew away in the stretch 
to win by 4 lengths in 1:49.66.

“We wasted a race running him on 
the grass because he had a little turf 
pedigree,” Stall said of Tom’s d’Etat’s 
first race May 6 on Churchill’s turf 
course. “He didn’t pick up a foot, so he 
was actually like a first time starter go-
ing a mile-and-a-quarter, and he ran ab- Tod Marks

Tom’s d’Etat rolls home with a win in Friday’s sixth for trainer Al Stall.

FRIDAY RACING RECAP

Patience Pays
for Stall, GMB

Continued On Page 41 

Join us in the Winner’s Circle!
Parting Glass Racing

73 Henry Street in Downtown Saratoga Springs

1 (877) RACE-WIN www.PartingGlassRacing.com

Win a trip for two for Breeders’ Cup weekend (Thursday, 
November 3rd through Sunday, November 6th) at Santa Anita Park in 
California!  Enjoy airfare for two, a three-night stay in Pasadena, 
two days at the races with hospitality, a $500 betting voucher and 

$500 spending money for both Friday and Saturday.

Breeders’ 
Cup Package 

Raffle
On sale all summer!

Sponsored by Xpressbet

Tickets are $100 (cash-only) and may be purchased at the Front Desk. 
 You will also receive free admission to the Museum with the purchase of 

a raffle ticket.  The drawing will be held on September 8th at noon. 

http://nmrhof.com
http://partingglassracing.com
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HARVEY’S
restaurant & Bar

Saratoga’s Most Popular
Rooftop Terrace

www.harveyspub.com

Fan-Voted Best Bar Overall!
Best Wings! | Best Pub Fare!

14 Phila St,. Saratoga Springs NY, 12866
518.583.0003

solutely lights-out that day. Ken Ram-
sey won with a Tapit (Hint Of Roses) 
who was third in the Iowa Derby. 

“And then we said, ‘hey, he ran 
so good, let’s back off and point for 
here.’ He’s been on schedule ever 
since and back down to a mile and-
an-eighth and just galloped around 
there. He’s still got a long way to go 
in the mind department. I still feel like 
he’s going to keep going.”

Tom’s d’Etat was a $330,000 pur-
chase at the 2014 Keeneland Septem-
ber sale for Tom and Gayle Benson’s 
G M B Racing. Bensons’ representa-
tive, Greg Bensel, praised Stall’s man-
agement.

“I’ll be honest with you, we have 
to credit Al and credit the Benson’s 
for having patience with him because 
it was one of our first horses that we 
actually got out into training and then 
suffered a setback and we’ve had a lot 
of patience with this horse and it’s 
paid off,” Bensel said.

Stall credited the colt, who has thrived 
since coming to Saratoga. He worked 5 
furlongs in 1:00.43 on the main track 
July 22, signaling his readiness.

“His breeze two breezes ago, that 
minute was just the right way,” Stall 
said. “He’s done everything right ever 
since he’s come back into training. It 
just takes time to get him stretched 
out this far and we gave him all the 
time he needed and we’ll continue to 
do that. He’ll be a 4-year-old, 5-year-
old, who knows? He’ll get a chance, 
trust me.”

Stall is certain Tom’s d’Etat will im-
prove next time out, but he’s not ready 
to jump into stakes company yet. 

“We’re not going crazy, it will be a 
non-two somewhere,” he said. “Two 
turns, dirt. Whether it’s here or not 
depends on how the book comes out. 
He’ll have to do an allowance race 
before we start thinking crazy stuff.” 

– Brandon Valvo

• Second is great, first is better. 
That’s how trainer Gustavo Delgado 
felt about his first win of the meet in 
the fourth. 

Delgado won with his third start-
er, the 3-year-old Congrats filly Lin-
da Mimi, and her victory came just 
short of a week after stablemate 
Grand Tito ran a close second to 
the mighty Flintshire in the Grade 2 
Bowling Green.

Friday –
 Continued from page 40

Tod Marks
Linda Mimi streaks to a victory in Friday’s fourth race for trainer Gustavo Delgado.

Continued On Page 42 

http://harveyspub.com
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“I’m very happy, very happy,” Del-
gado said from his box after the race. 
“The past week we came in second in 
the Bowling Green, a very big race. 
That also made me happy, but better 
to win. The horses are running well, 
the three that we have run. I have 11 
(here in Saratoga), but six are babies, 
2-year-olds. It’s possible they might 
run here at the end of August.”

Linda Mimi raced with Lasix for 
the first time and got significant class 
relief after running seventh in her 
last start, the Grade 1 Mother Goose 
Stakes July 2 at Belmont. Linda Mimi 
broke sharply and went straight to 
the lead, where she remained. Delga-
do said the plan was to go to the lead 
because of the race’s lack of speed.

“She’s very good on the lead and 
she can relax. If the jockey can get 
her to relax, she will finish better, and 
that was how it was.”

Already looking ahead to the next 
day’s card, Delgado was hopeful 
about Paola Queen’s chances in to-
day’s Grade 1 Test Stakes.

“Tomorrow we run two, another 
allowance with Juan And Bina, and 
a stake, the Test with Paola Queen,” 
Delgado said. “It’s important to have 
good luck. She comes in very well, 
she’s training very well. We have a 
chance. It’s a longshot, but I think 
she’s going very good.”

A common theme among Delga-
do’s recent runners is the Venezuelan 
partnership, Grupo Seven C Racing 
Stable, who own Grand Tito, Linda 
Mimi and Paola Queen. Delgado, a 
four-time winner of the Venezuelan 
Triple Crown, stays well connected 
with his Venezuelan owners, and will 
be attending the upcoming sales with 
them to assist in their purchases. 

“We’re all Venezuelans,” Delgado 
said, referring to his owners. “We’re 
going to the sale now here in Sara-
toga. They’re sellers, but they have 
horses running. And my owner and I 
are going to buy.” 

– Annise Montplaisir

• The winner’s circle swelled 
with partners, employees and family 
decked out in West Point Thorough-
breds gear and adorned with “25” 

Nyquist, Brody’s Cause, 

Callback, Conquest Daddyo,
Take Charge Brandi, Union Rags, 

Street Babe, Isotherm, Pick of the Litter, 
Startup Nation, Firing Line, No Nay Never, 
Pain and Misery, Via Villaggio, Winning Cause, 

Archarcharch, Tale of Verve, General Quarters, 
Surf Cat, D’tara, Forever Together, 

Somethingaboutlaura, Flower Alley, Sweet Talker,
 Authenticat, Brushed By A Star, By The Light, 

Forty Tales, Bashart, A Shin Top

Friday –
 Continued from page 41

Tod Marks
Fair Point pulls away to win Friday’s eighth race for a smiling Jose Ortiz.Continued On Page 43 

http://paramountsales.com
http://trfinc.org/golf
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HIP #41, 
B.C. BY BERNARDINI – GLORIOUS VIEW
First foal out of G2 Vagrancy H. winner, GLORIOUS VIEW. Family 
of Saratoga SW CASCADILLA FALLS and G3 placed HIGHBALL

HIP #77, 
CH.C. BY STORMY ATLANTIC – LOVE COVE
Full brother to SW and $240,000 Saratoga grad, BIBBY. Family of 
G2 SW SWEET VENDETTA and G2 SW CONTINENTAL RED

HIP #94, 
B.C. BY STREET SENSE – MISS DOLCE
Half-brother to $600,000 2015 Saratoga grad, BATDAD, working  
well at Fair Hills towards his initial start. First foal a winner since 
the catalog. Family of G1 winner and graded stakes producer, 
DEVIL’S ORCHID

HIP #110, 
DB/BR C. BY ESKENDEREYA – NORTHERN STATION
Half-brother to G3 SW and Saratoga G2 placed BARBADOS. Earnings 
now over $375,000. Family of champion and G1 Breeders’ Cup Classic 
winner RAVEN’S PASS and G2 winner and sire E DUBAI 

HIP #232, 
B.F. BY GIANT’S CAUSEWAY – CAYUGA’S WATERS
Half-sister to G2 Vagrancy H. winner, GLORIOUS VIEW, Saratoga 
SW CASCADILLA Falls and G3 placed HIGHBALL. Family of G1 
winner SKY WALKER

HIP #248, 
CH.C. BY BROKEN VOW – CRITICS ACCLAIM
Full brother to G1 winner and $912,000 earner ROSALIND. 2YO Full 
sister, DOUBLE CAST, working forwardly at Saratoga for her first start. 
Family of G1 winners LIFE’S HOPE, TRILLION and TRIPTYCH

2016 SARATOGA 
SELECT YEARLINGS

HURSTLAND FARM
A good farm to know

Inquiries to Alfred H. Nuckols Jr.
PO Box 305 Midway, Kentucky 40347-0305 | Phone: 859-846-4435

Fax: 859-846-4436 | 859-221-4435 (Alfred Nuckols Jr. cell) 
office@hurstlandfarm.com
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pins, as the racing partnership spon-
sored the fifth race in celebration of 
its 25 years in operation. The group 
gathered to take their picture, but one 
smile shined a bit brighter than the 
rest.

Terry Finley founded the partner-
ship in 1991 and it has expanded since 
the stable’s first runner – a $5,000 
claim with investments from a Phila-
delphia pipefitter. West Point is now 
comprised of nearly 500 partners and 
more than 70 horses, from promising 
unraced 2-year-olds to proven Grade 
1 winners.

“One of the big things is to keep 
getting better, keep exploring ways to 
serve our partners better,” Finley said. 
“That’s one thing I love about a busi-
ness, you can always get better. The 
people that sustain and thrive in our 
business are the ones that are focused 
on that.

“I mean, highlights are obviously 
the big races,” said Finley. “But even 
the small races where people finally 
get into the winner’s circle. Especially 
up here, we’ve had people that have 
lived around here and they’ve always 
wanted to get into the winner’s circle 
and we win a maiden $40,000. Those 
kinds of moments, in addition to the 
big races, all compile and make for 
great memories. It’s been a great jour-
ney.” 

– Shayna Tiller

• Shug McGaughey put Fair Point 
back on the dirt and regular rider 
Jose Ortiz helped put the filly back in 
the winner’s circle in the eighth, a 6 
1/2-furlong allowance-optional.

“To tell you the truth they called 
and hustled me,” said McGaughey on 
his decision to run the filly back on 
the dirt following a win and a second 
in turf sprints. “She had really trained 
well on the dirt before we came here 
at Belmont. It wasn’t that I didn’t 
think she could run good, but I think 
she could run a bit better on the turf. 
I’m glad to get this behind us today 
up here, and I’m very pleased with the 
way she ran.”

Fair Point broke alertly and stalked 
the pace from mid-pack. Ortiz kept a 
steady hand on her through the turn, 
driving hard into the stretch to as-
sume the lead at the eighth pole en 
route to victory.

Ortiz lingered in the winner’s circle 
following the race, gripping the rail 
and smiling as he watched the replay. 
Ortiz has ridden the Smart Strike fil-
ly in her 10 starts over the last two 
years, hitting the board all but once, 
finishing fourth on Aqueduct’s sloppy 
track in December.

“In the beginning, she was kind 
of lazy and you had to ride her but 
finally this year she got her mind set 
up,” Ortiz said. “We tried once on the 
grass and she did amazing. Today she 
came back to the dirt and did great. 
Now she is just more mature. I mean, 
some horses it takes five, six races to 
figure it out and she finally did and 
I’m so proud of her.” 

– Shayna Tiller

Friday –
 Continued from page 42

Loyalty.  Service.  Consistency.

TLore is the only stable management system we have used in 
nearly twenty years of training. Tracy goes above and beyond to 
meet our individual needs, all at an extremely competitive price.

 – Todd Pletcher Racing Stable

“

TLore is a Thoroughbred Racehorse Management 
Service. For more information contact Tracy Attfield

(954) 647-3220   |   TLore.net

“

TLore

thisishorseracing.com

http://hurstlandfarm.com
http://tlore.net
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Friday, August 5

FIRST $45,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
9 Black Eagle J. Velazquez $32.80 $10.00 $4.90
1 Tracking Stock J. Castellano  $3.90 $2.60
4 Gee Pea Ess J. Ortiz   $3.10
B Colt 2012, by Tapit - Wild Chant by War Chant
Owner: Earle I. Mack LLC and Wachtel Stable. Trainer: William Mott. 
Breeder: Gallagher’s Stud (NY). Late Scratches: Big Platinum
Claimed: Gee Pea Ess claimed by Miuccio, Antonino for $40,000
Time: 1:02.66. Exacta (9-1), $138.00; Superfecta (9-1-4-3), $3,083.00; 
Trifecta (9-1-4), $424.00

SECOND $32,000, CLAIMING $16,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 7F
8 General Bellamy J. Castellano $6.90 $4.00 $2.90
4 Shoot From the Hip M. Franco  $6.00 $3.90
9 Toohottoevenspeak R. Santana, Jr.   $4.00
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2012, by Bellamy Road - Sweet Again by Awesome 
Again. Owner: Jacobson, David. Trainer: David Jacobson. 
Breeder: Kinsman Farm (FL). Time: 1:23.23
Claimed: General Bellamy claimed by Allread, Neal M. for $16,000, 
Shoot From the Hip claimed by Rupp Racing Wentworth Brochu LLC 
for $16,000, Leitrim claimed by Ten Strike Racing for $16,000, Tabad-
dol claimed by Grady, Brad for $16,000
Daily Double (9-8), $146.50; Exacta (8-4), $38.00; Quinella (4-8), 
$19.40; Superfecta (8-4-9-3), $663.00; Trifecta (8-4-9), $185.00

THIRD $67,000, CLAIMING $50,000, 3 YO, 1 1/16M
3 Stevie Q I. Ortiz, Jr. $6.10 $3.70 $2.90
6 Steamboat Bill J. Castellano  $6.00 $3.80
4 Bibbo K. Carmouche   $4.30
Dk B/ Br Gelding 2013, by Scat Daddy - Southern Accents by Birdstone
Owner: Great Point Stables LLC and LaPenta, Robert V.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Douglas S. Arnold (KY).
Late Scratches: Dr. Dorr, Divine Interventio
Claimed: Stevie Q claimed by Waldorf Racing Stables LLC for $50,000, 
Bibbo claimed by Paradise Farms Corp. for $50,000
Time: 1:41.13
Daily Double (8-3), $22.00; Exacta (3-6), $40.80; Superfecta (3-6-4-
1), $417.00; Trifecta (3-6-4), $198.00; Pic 3 (9-8-3), $487.00

FOURTH $85,000, ALLOWANCE, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
3 Linda Mimi J. Ortiz $4.50 $2.90 $2.50
1 Literata I. Ortiz, Jr.  $3.20 $2.60
5 Ice Palace J. Rosario   $4.60
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Congrats - Miss Pleasant by Pleasantly Perfect
Owner: Grupo Seven C Stable. Trainer: Gustavo Delgado. 
Breeder: Diamond A Racing Corp. (KY).
Time: 1:50.37
Daily Double (3-3), $16.80; Exacta (3-1), $10.00; Quinella (1-3), 
$6.70; Superfecta (3-1-5-6), $219.00; Trifecta (3-1-5), $49.00; Pic 3 
(8-3-3), $73.50

FIFTH $45,000, MAIDEN CLAIMING $40,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
8 Kirby’s Penny J. Velazquez $11.00 $5.70 $4.60
6 Quanique D. Davis  $4.50 $3.20
9 Hawk Alley L. Saez   $5.00
Dk B/ Br Filly 2013, by Macho Uno - Spirit Seeker by Peace Rules
Owner: Spellman, Kent. Trainer: Wesley Ward. 
Breeder: Hidden Springs Farm (KY). Time: 1:02.92
Late Scratches: Yonka, Hundred Year Storm
Claimed: Quanique claimed by Rupp Racing Wentworth Brochu LLC 
for $40,000, Rexy (GB) claimed by Ramsey, Kenneth L. and Sarah K. 
for $40,000
Daily Double (3-8), $29.20; Exacta (8-6), $51.50; Superfecta (8-6-9-
5), $1,150.00; Trifecta (8-6-9), $324.50; Pic 3 (3-3-8), $114.50; Pic 4 
(8-3-3-8), $484.50; Pic 5 (9-8-3-3-8), $12,699.00

SIXTH $83,000, MAIDEN SPECIAL WEIGHT, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 1/8M
1 Tom’s d’Etat R. Santana, Jr. $11.60 $6.20 $3.90
2 T R Crew A. Arroyo  $6.30 $4.20
6 Tale of Mist L. Saez   $3.80
B Colt 2013, by Smart Strike - Julia Tuttle by Giant’s Causeway
Owner: G M B Racing. Trainer: Albert Stall, Jr.. 
Breeder: SF Bloodstock LLC (KY). Time: 1:49.66
Daily Double (8-1), $63.50; Exacta (1-2), $54.50; Superfecta (1-2-6-
8), $1,396.00; Trifecta (1-2-6), $217.50; Pic 3 (3-8-1), $141.00

SEVENTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 1 3/8M
8 Money Multiplier J. Castellano $3.50 $2.60 $2.20
2 Roman Approval J. Leparoux  $5.20 $3.80
4 Request I. Ortiz, Jr.   $3.50
Dk B/ Br Ridgling 2012, by Lookin At Lucky - Intensify by Unbridled’s 
Song. Owner: Klaravich Stables, Inc. and Lawrence, William H.. 
Trainer: Chad Brown. Breeder: Machmer Hall & Haymarket Farm (KY).
Late Scratches: Transparent, With Rhythm, I’ll Call, Wayward Kitten, 
Burndines. Claimed: Xaverian claimed by Jacobson, David for $62,500
Time: 2:13.14
Daily Double (1-8), $23.40; Exacta (8-2), $17.00; Superfecta (8-2-4-
6), $271.00; Trifecta (8-2-4), $54.50; Pic 3 (8-1-8), $141.50

EIGHTH $90,000, AOC $62,500, 3 YO’S & UP, 6 1/2F
4 Fair Point J. Ortiz $8.80 $2.90 $2.60
3 Casual Cocktail J. Velazquez  $2.60 $2.20
6 Know It All Anna J. Castellano   $2.40
B Filly 2012, by Smart Strike - Fair Rose by Harlan’s Holiday
Owner: Janney, III, Stuart, S.. Trainer: Claude McGaughey III. Breeder: 
WinStar Farm, LLC, M R Capital, LLC &Sam-Son Farm (KY).
Time: 1:15.95
Daily Double (8-4), $17.80; Exacta (4-3), $25.00; Superfecta (4-3-6-
5), $349.00; Trifecta (4-3-6), $80.50; Pic 3 (1-8-4), $132.50

NINTH $200,000, STAKES - NATIONAL MUSEUM OF RACING HALL 
OF FAME S., 3 YO, 1 1/16M
9 Camelot Kitten I. Ortiz, Jr. $5.80 $3.50 $2.40
6 Airoforce J. Leparoux  $4.30 $3.10
4 Strike Midnight J. Castellano   $3.60
B Colt 2013, by Kitten’s Joy - Celestial Woods by Forestry
Owner: Kenneth L. and Sarah K. Ramsey. Trainer: Chad Brown. 
Breeder: Kenneth L. Ramsey & Sarah K. Ramsey (KY).
Late Scratches: Voluntario, Copingaway, Decorated Soldier
Time: 1:41.76
Daily Double (4-9), $27.00; Exacta (9-6), $21.40; Superfecta (9-6-4-
1), $164.50; Trifecta (9-6-4), $89.00; Pic 3 (8-4-9), $49.60; Place Pix 
Nine (1/2/6-2/4/8-3/4/6-9), $14.20

TENTH $50,000, CLAIMING $25,000, 3 YO’S & UP, 5 1/2F
1 Three for Me M. Franco $21.60 $10.20 $5.70
10 Creaky Cricket J. Lezcano  $18.20 $10.60
2 Rivzinthehouse I. Ortiz, Jr.   $4.00
Ch Gelding 2011, by Frost Giant - Sly Isabella by Majestic Light
Owner: Klesaris, Steve and La Marca Stable. Trainer: Steve Klesaris. 
Breeder: James Lamonica & Empire Stud, LLC (NY).
Late Scratches: Joe Tess
Claimed: Rivzinthehouse claimed by Midwest Thoroughbreds, Inc. 
for $25,000, U S Citizen claimed by Skychai Racing LLC for $25,000, 
Risetotheoccasion claimed by Prestine Racing for $25,000, El Botas 
claimed by Van Vranken Racing for $25,000
Time: 1:02.30
Daily Double (9-1), $83.00; Exacta (1-10), $545.00; Superfecta (1-
10-2-7), $11,475.00; Trifecta (1-10-2), $2,949.00; Pic 3 (4-9-1), 
$304.00; Pic 4 (5/8/11/12/13/14-4-2/3/7/9-1), $613.00; Pic 6 (8-1-
5/8/11/12/13/14-4-2/3/7/9-), $110.50; Pic 6 (8-1-5/8/11/12/13/14-4-
2/3/7/9-), $8,755.00

On Track Handle: 4,449,563. Inter-State Handle: 11,884,044

Copyright 2016 EQUIBASE Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Bona Venture Stables, Offering Affordable Racing Partnerships.

© Bona Venture Stables 2016  

For information contact: 
dfcollins@bonaventurestables.com 
or visit us on the web at: www.bonaventurestables.com
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BY JOE CLANCY

Lucien Laurin looked at his groom and 
asked, “You’re with this horse every day, 
what do you think?” The groom, just re-
cently promoted from hotwalker, replied, 

“Boss, I’m green, but if any horse can make it this 
horse can make it.”

And that is how Spanish Riddle survived broken 
bones, torn ligaments and an amputation to be-
come a stallion, a veterinary pioneer and a model of 
how spirit and try really can sometimes overcome 
circumstance. 

The injury came in the summer of 1973, during 
a workout on the sloppy main track at Saratoga 
Race Course. 

“He loved a sloppy track, but he blew all of his 
XYZ (ligaments), fractured his sesamoids, every-
thing,” said Steve Jordan, the groom answering 
Laurin’s question back then and now the man in 
charge of NYRA’s pre-race holding barn. 

Jordan remembers Spanish Riddle, and all that 
made him special, even though most people know 
the horse only as “a name in the program.” He put 
his name there Aug. 18, 1972 by running 6 furlongs 
in 1:08 – the fastest time in history and technically 
tied with Speightstown’s 1:08.04 from 2004. 

Jordan was a fan in the stands when Span-

ish Riddle set the mark in an allowance race, but 
caught on with Laurin’s barn as a hotwalker by the 
end of the meet.

The kid picked the right outfit. Based in Barn 24 
(where Tom Albertrani is now) on the backside of 
the main track, Laurin’s 1972 string might as well 
have been the 1927 Yankees. Riva Ridge was there. 
Secretariat too. And Spanish Riddle.

“It really was Murderers’ Row,” said Jordan, 
who went to Belmont Park with the stable when 
Saratoga ended – launching a career in racing that 
has touched parts of five decades. “One good horse 

after another.”
And Spanish Riddle fit right in. Bred by Roy 

Anderson in Kentucky, the chestnut son of Ridan 
and the Windy City mare Spanish Breeze won three 
times as a 2-year-old in 1971. The next year, Span-
ish Riddle made 20 starts – winning five and finish-
ing second another five times. In Florida, he won 
the Dade Metropolitan at Tropical Park and the 
Hutcheson at Gulfstream Park. The Laurin-trained 
Upper Case edged Spanish Riddle in the Florida 
Derby, and they weren’t even the best 3-year-olds in 
the barn. Champion juvenile in 1971, Riva Ridge 

Courtesy of BloodHorse
Spanish Riddle set a still-standing track record at Saratoga in 1972, and became a veterinary pioneer.

Just 
a Name?

Decades later, speedy 
Spanish Riddle holds 
on to hearts, record

Continued On Page 47 

http://obssales.com


47Saturday, auguSt 6, 2016 the Saratoga Special

won the Blue Grass, Kentucky Derby, 
Belmont Stakes and Hollywood Der-
by. 

“He was fast, but he could carry 
his speed too,” Jordan said of Spanish 
Riddle. “He wasn’t just a sprinter. He 
did all the heavy lifting in the Florida 
Derby before Upper Case came and 
got him.”

By August, Spanish Riddle was 
sprinting and defeated the classy Tri 
Jet in the record-setter.

Two days shy of a year after set-
ting the mark, Spanish Riddle broke 
down. The injury basically shattered 
his right front pastern. His racing ca-
reer was over, but a stallion deal with 
Virginia horseman Stanley Greene 
had been in the works and Greene 
wanted to try. Veterinarians stabilized 
the horse’s leg with a soft cast, and 
Spanish Riddle shipped to Belmont 
with the rest of the Laurin stable. Jor-
dan became his groom.

“I obviously wasn’t rubbing on 
him a lot,” he said. “I could pick his 
feet while he was lying down though. 

He wasn’t big, I bet he wasn’t 15.3, 
but he was tough, tough as nails. He 
was mobile enough to get around and 
I’d take him out and graze him some.”

Jordan noticed some changes 
around the horse’s coronet band, 
and in his general attitude. Laurin 
called in Dr. Mark Gerard and later 
Dr. Tom Gorman. The leg was in-
fected, and when antibiotics failed to 
knock it back the veterinarians sum-
moned Dr. Edward Keefer. A surgeon 
at New York Hospital, he pioneered 
the use of transplant banks for hu-
man blood vessels and, through an 
interest in horses, treated 1970 cham-
pion 2-year-old Hoist The Flag and 
foxhunters with the Meadow Brook 
Hounds.

Keefer consulted an expert in hu-
man prosthetics, learned welding 
from a blacksmith and fashioned a 
brace for the horse. Every day, Keefer 
and Jordan would remove the brace, 
clean the wound and re-attach the 
brace. 

“It was a work in progress, no-
body knew anything about this,” Jor-
dan said. “It would take an hour and 
a half to change it, clean everything 
off and put it back on.”

Jordan appeased Spanish Riddle 

with a bag of carrots a day, took ad-
vice from Keefer and tried to make 
the horse comfortable even as his 
condition slowly worsened. Everyone 
wanted a happy ending, but no one 
was confident. Jordan and the stud 
colt developed a routine of sorts to 
get through the brace re-attachment. 
Spanish Riddle would take a mouth-
ful of Jordan’s shirt, and slowly stomp 
his injured leg – “boom, boom, boom, 
boom” – then wait and do it again – 
“boom, boom.” Then he’d let go of 
Jordan and put weight on his leg.

“He’s doing that because he has 

no feeling in the lower leg, but he can 
feel the vibration from the metal on 
the sides of the brace,” Keefer told 
Jordan. “He wants to know it’s com-
fortable enough to stand on and then 
maybe he can go out and do some-
thing.”

Jordan would take Spanish Riddle 
outside to pick some grass or go for a 
brief walk. Despite the positive steps, 
the horse’s leg deteriorated – so much 
so that Keefer made the difficult deci-
sion to amputate and try to fashion a 
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more permanent brace. On a Sunday in November, 
with Laurin in Canada for Secretariat’s final race, 
Keefer essentially cut the horse’s leg off below the 
long pastern bone. 

Spanish Riddle endured the four-hour procedure, 
and another operation months later to remove a 
bone fragment that had dislodged and moved down 
to the end of the stump. 

“We had to hold him up,” said Jordan of the 
second operation. “We got it out, sutured him up, 
put the brace back on and we were about ready to 
collapse and he walked over and started eating hay 
like nothing. Like, ‘Fellas, what’s the big deal?’ He 
got over that and everything else, somehow.”

By the new year, 1974, Spanish Riddle had 
learned to live with his artificial leg and hoof, and 
Jordan accompanied the stallion to Greene’s fledg-
ling Virginia Stallion Station in Hillsboro. Jordan 
led the horse to the breeding shed for his first test 
breeding. It was an honor. Jordan taught the staff 
there how to deal with the horse, the brace and 
the special care. Spanish Riddle stood five seasons, 
producing multiple graded stakes winner Love Sign 
(who won the Test and Alabama here in 1980) 
among others.

Jordan is proud of his role in Spanish Riddle’s 

life, and Thoroughbred history.
“Whatever facet of this game you’re in, every-

body knows – or should know – it stops and starts 
with the horse,” Jordan said. “He registered with 
me. I was around a lot of good horses. Those hors-
es at Lucien’s barn and Pearl Necklace and Chief’s 
Crown and some others. There’s something about a 
good horse, something. They’re adaptable, they’re 
unfazed by things and that’s the way he was. It was 
just an amazing experience.”

Jordan visited Spanish Riddle on trips to and 
from Florida with the Laurin horses, and even went 
to work at the stud farm, which had relocated to 
Middleburg, in 1978. There, he watched Spanish 
Riddle take his last breath. He’d finished breeding 
a mare and was being led back to the stallion barn.

“I’ll never forget it,” Jordan said. “I heard him 

screaming and he was dragging the stud man, who 
was a big guy, down the hill toward the stud barn. 
He got to the barn and dropped dead of a heart 
attack.”

He’s buried on the farm. All these years later, 
Jordan thinks of Spanish Riddle periodically – and 
especially when Saratoga cards a 6-furlong stakes. 
Last week, A. P. Indian ran the distance in 1:08.25 
to win the Vanderbilt. Pretty fast, but still not faster 
than Spanish Riddle.

Even Laurin recognized Spanish Riddle’s impor-
tance.

“He told me once how he wished this horse had 
come along at a time in his career where he could 
have appreciated him more,” Jordan said of the 
trainer. “He had Secretariat, Riva Ridge and a really 
good stable then. The pressure that came with all of 
that was tough. Spanish Riddle was in the stall next 
to the tack room. Lucien appreciated him, he just 
said he wished he could have appreciated him more.”

At one point – with Riva Ridge, Secretariat and 
Spanish Riddle all active at Saratoga – Laurin even 
joked with Jordan about what may have been. 

 “You know what would be fun if we could do it 
and nobody knew about it . . . ?” the Hall of Fame 
trainer asked with a grin. “Wouldn’t it be fun to 
take those three horses and work them five-eighths-
of-a-mile just to see how fast they really are? Just 
to see it?”

One thing’s for sure, Spanish Riddle would have 
galloped out in 1:08.

Spanish Riddle –
 Continued from page 47

“There’s something about 
a good horse, something. 

They’re adaptable, they’re unfazed 
by things and that’s the way he was. 
It was just an amazing experience.”

– Steve Jordan,  
about caring for Spanish Riddle
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BY TOM LAW
The seventh installment of the 

Saratoga Yearling Diary begun in 
February at thisishorseracing.com 
and continued here. Look for daily 
updates through Tuesday. 

The series will continue daily 
through end of the sale in The Sara-
toga Special. 

For other posts, see bit.ly/2aAQfFa

Hurst Nuckols got his father’s 
attention just as he returned from 
a short mid-morning walk to Leo 
O’Brien’s barn on the Oklahoma 
Training Track, pointed to the screen 
and the occupant of the corner stall 
and succinctly summed up the situa-
tion.

“Here’s your troublemaker, right 
here,” Hurst joked as Hip 41, a colt 
by Bernardini, rested comfortably 

on his thick bed of straw. The serene 
scene was a far cry from an hour ear-
lier, when the same colt gave Alfred 
Nuckols Jr. plenty of trouble, required 
a light tap from the end of a broom, 
the assistance of three other men and 
finally a bribe in the form of bucket 
of grain before walking into his home 
for the next four or five days.

“Are they all laying down?” Al-
fred asked, looking into the next stall 
and getting word that the other five 
members of the Hurstland Farm con-
signment were indeed not down but 
definitely relaxing. “I guess he tired 
himself out earlier.” 

The Bernardini colt certainly earned 
some downtime on the heels complet-
ing the roughly 800-mile journey from 
Hurstland Farm in Midway, Ky., to 

Saratoga Springs. The trip started a lit-
tle after 5:30 p.m. Thursday and end-
ed when the red and silver Creech van 
pulled up to the loading chute behind 
Thorobred Feed on East Avenue a little 
before 9 a.m. Friday. 

The Nuckolses helped set up 
the consignment in Barn 8 on the 

Fasig-Tipton sales grounds Thursday 
morning before making it to the rac-
es in the afternoon and dinner with 
client Brant Laue at the Wishing Well 
in the evening. Alfred was thankful 
for a little carbohydrate-fueled energy 

Linzay Marks
The gang’s all here.

SARATOGA YEARLING DIARY

On Location
Yearlings arrive, get acquainted 
with life at the sale in Saratoga
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from some fresh local corn on the cob at dinner, 
even though his son snagged the coveted last ear. 

“Well, I got my workout in for the day,” Alfred 
joked.

The Bernardini colt was the third Hurstland 
yearling led off the van after the lone filly in the 
consignment, a daughter of Giant’s Causeway, and 
a colt by Eskendereya made their way down the 
snippet of Case Street and across George Street 
onto the sales grounds. 

The Bernardini colt, out of Grade 2 winner Glo-

rious View and bred by Laue and Darley, “walked 
through there like a champ,” according to Brian 
Cain and was led into the third stall. While he set-
tled there, Hurst Nuckols led Hip 248, a chestnut 
colt by Broken Vow, off the van. 

“Come on Red,” he said as the colt took a few 
hesitant steps down the ramp and onto the stone 
dust. They walked off, around the corner and to-
ward George Street before eventually returning. 

“He won’t cross the street,” Hurst said, giving 
the colt a couple turns. “I brought him back for his 
buddy.”

Spencer Crowther came off the van next with 
that buddy, Hip 77, a chestnut son of Stormy Atlan-
tic. The two, who played together in the lush green 

grass of a spacious paddock at Hurstland the same 
day Fasig-Tipton’s inspection team came to visit in 
April, certainly were in a different place Friday. 

Off the farm for the first significant period of 
time in their young lives when the van pulled out of 
the driveway onto Spring Station Road, they made 
their way toward George Street and weren’t in any 
rush to walk onto the rubber mats covering the as-
phalt. 

“Come on Stormy, you’re already on it,” Alfred 
Nuckols said to the colt out of the stakes-win-
ning Not For Love mare Love Cove. They even-
tually found their footing on the mats, started and 
stopped several times before going through the gate 

Yearlings –
 Continued from page 50
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and past the Bluegrass Thoroughbred 
Services consignment already active 
and showing to prospective buyers.

When the two chestnuts arrived 
at Barn 8, two other Hurstland year-
lings were out of their stalls. Hip 94, 
a Street Sense colt, was supposed to 
go in the third stall, so the Bernardini 
colt got evicted. The others went in 
without much trouble. The Bernar-
dini colt, like a worn-out adolescent 
testing the patience of his parents at 
the grocery store, proved a bit more 
troublesome. 

Nuckols tried to lead him in for-
ward, backward, forward, backward. 
Other members of the Hurstland crew 
joined in, trying to push him from 
behind, the side, forward, backward 
and every which way. The scene drew 
a couple curious onlookers, but isn’t 
all that out of the ordinary on sales 
grounds with youngsters in a strange 
environment for the first time. 

A couple handfuls of hay looked 
like it might do the trick, but the colt 
froze again with his mouth full just 

outside the doorway. A small bucket 
of grain, retrieved from the tack room 
in the next barn, eventually solved the 
riddle.

“Should have thought of that first,” 
Nuckols said. “They haven’t had any 

for what, 12, 14 hours. I’ll remember 
that the next few days when they’re in 
and out showing.”

Nuckols planned to give the 
yearlings a bath Friday afternoon, 
when things quiet down on the sales 
grounds and onlookers head to the 
races.

They’ll start showing Saturday, 
the first big test before the final exam 
when the two-day sale gets underway 
Monday night. 

“We’ll take care of them and stay 
here today,” Nuckols said. “Yester-
day was my big day at the races, have 
some fun. Now it’s time to get back 
to business.” 

Yearlings –
 Continued from page 51

Linzay Marks
Hurst Nuckols leads Hip 248 off the van Fri-
day morning.

Linzay Marks
Yearlings check out the sales grounds before – eventually – going in their stalls Friday morning.

thisishorseracing.com
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It PAY$ to Race 
Delaware Certified!

DELAWARETHOROUGHBRED
HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

is the founder and proud sponsor
of the DCTP.

*25% owner bonus; 25% certifier bonus

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

777 Delaware Park Blvd.  Wilmington, DE 19804
302-994-2398 tel • 302-994-3392 fax

email: dctp@dtha.com • website: www.dtha.com

The Delaware Bred or Certified Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) owners receive 25% of purse share for the
first, second and third place finishers in overnight races and stakes ($7,500 cap on stake race bonuses).

DCTP earnings are paid to owners with purse money and are considered part of the horse’s official earnings.
Delaware Bred or Certified are preferred in all races, if condition eligible.

At the end of each month, DCTP certifiers receive their cumulative bonuses of 25% 
of any first, second or third place earnings.

Delaware Bred or Certified Restricted Stakes
Purses $75,000 each, FREE nominations.

Closing Monday, August 29, 2016 • To be run Saturday, September 10, 2016 
Contact Delaware Park Stakes Coordinator Lenny Rera at 302-994-2521 ext. 7225

To find out if your horse is Delaware Certified or for more information about the Delaware 
Certified Thoroughbred Program (DCTP) visit www.dtha.com and click on the DCTP link
to download an application or to find a list of participating Delaware farms. From the 

website you can also check to see if your horse of racing age is Delaware Certified.

The Small Wonder
For Fillies Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The First State Dash
For Two Year Olds  •  Five and One Half  Furlongs

The Tax Free Shopping Distaff 
For Fillies and Mares Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

The New Castle
For Three Year Olds and Upward  •  Six Furlongs

DELAWARE CERTIFIED THOROUGHBRED PROGRAM

DCTP Full Page Ad 2015-Mid-Atlantic_Layout 1  7/11/15  2:26 PM  Page 1

http://dtha.com
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I can see it now. 
Mike Smith’s feet dangling, long and low, like a 

kid riding his pony to the river. Body swaying, gen-
tly, he could be fishing from a surfboard. Looking 
at the horizon, squinting, distant, like he’s trying 
to will away his and his horse’s nerves. Hands on 
the reins but not clutching them, coddling them like 
they might bite. 

The 50-year-old Hall of Famer has mastered his 
pre-race warm up, a mix of preparation and an-
ticipation. The tricks of the trade learned through 
the years from bush tracks in New Mexico to the 
grand stage of the Breeders’ Cup. At the Curra-
gh on Fourstars Allstar before he upset the 2000 
Guineas. On Zenyatta as she pranced and prowled, 
high-stepping, from Oaklawn Park to Santa Anita. 
On Coronado’s Quest, when one wrong move could 
have ended it all. On Lure, knowing the calmest 
horse will go the fastest. On Unbridled’s Song, a big 
brute on a hair trigger. On Royal Delta and Song-
bird and Azeri and Holy Bull…and Effinex. 

Smith will climb aboard the dark bay 5-year-old 
for the sixth time this afternoon and stroll out of the 
paddock, squinting and swaying, talking the horse 
off the ledge.

“Just little things, just getting along with him 
over to the gate, I think every little part matters with 
him, from the time I get on him in the paddock, just 
try to keep his mind set, because he can get off track 
and get upset, once he does that, he doesn’t forget 
that quick,” Smith said, as he drove to Del Mar Fri-
day afternoon. “I can see it flaring up a little bit, I’m 
like, ‘Oh, it’s OK, it’s OK, it’s OK.’ Just try to talk 
him out of it before he gets out of hand.”

Some horses can get nervous and regain their 
composure, others, once the lid comes off, it never 
fits again. The key to being a jockey, well, just being 
a rider, is to never find out which one you’re aboard. 

Gary Stevens is the only other jockey to ride 

Effinex since Smith got the ride in last year’s Breed-
ers’ Cup Classic, where they finished second to 
American Pharoah. Stevens deputized for Smith in 
the Stephen Foster at Churchill Downs in June. It 
was over before it started. 

“Gary said a fire truck or something came by, 
when he was warming up, just blaring, it set him 
off, he was flustered from that point on, he acted 
funny going in the gate, stumbled leaving there, no 
fault of anybody, it just got him upset,” Smith said. 
“I’ve never been in a situation where he’s lost it, but 
the day he had hives, he was agitated, he still ran 
well, finished third (in the Santa Anita Handicap), 
but I couldn’t get him happy for nothing in the post 
parade. I was lucky enough to get away well and 
he was in a good spot, so he ran OK, but he wasn’t 
wanting to. I’ve seen that side to him, a little. “

That’s why Smith doesn’t dare put his feet in the 
stirrups until approaching the gate, why he’s never 
left the lead pony, why he sits like butter on toast. 

“As soon as I get on him, I never put them up, I 
don’t want him to get all excited, I’ll just give him 
a little hug with my legs and just ride him around 
there,” Smith said. “If he wants to look to the left, 
he can look to the left, or to the right, whatever he 
wants to do. If you set him off, it’s in their head and 
it’s over, it’s done.”

Smith won’t change that mindset in the race ei-
ther, concentrating on rhythm rather than race rid-
ing. 

“I can’t try to do a little of this, grab a hold of 
him, stick this guy in there, I just have to worry 
about my horse, just getting him comfortable and 
happy, wherever that’s at,” Smith said. “Some are 
a little more tactical, but with him, I’ve got to get 
him going in the right direction, once I do that, then 
I know he’s going to run well. I love the mile and 
an eighth, he’s a strong horse and he’s a hard horse, 
you can be brave with him early, he can grind it 
down, he can make a big move, he can do a lot of 
different things, as long as he’s happy before.”

There’s never been one sentence to explain how 
to ride a horse, but, Smith got as close as anyone 
I’ve ever known when he tried to explain the art of 
riding Effinex. 

“Just try to feel what he’s feeling,” Smith said. 
“And go with it.” 

• In a new (probably temporary) addition to 
the Cup of Coffee, we are announcing friends’ gigs 
and good causes. Vicky Moon is signing her book, 
Stylish Life Equestrian, at the National Museum of 
Racing and Hall of Fame, 10:00 Saturday morning, 
so get there. Aaron Gryder called and suggested 
you go to Gaffney’s from 7-9, Monday night. Great 
singer. Great charity. 

cupofcoffee Feel ItBY SEAN CLANCY

BROWN ADVISORY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
RACING AT SARATOGA

BALTIMORE �  BOSTON �  CHAPEL HILL �  LONDON �  NEW YORK �  WASHINGTON,DC �  WILMINGTON

(800) 645-3923 �  www.brownadvisory.com

http://brownadvisory.com
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MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 12 -  SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25
sep tember. keene land . com

SEPTEMBER 
Y EAR L I NG  SA L E

GRADED STAKES WINS IN 2016
MORE THAN ALL OTHER NORTH AMERICAN SALES COMPANIES COMBINED

117

GRADE 1 WINS IN 2016
MORE THAN ALL OTHER NORTH AMERICAN SALES COMPANIES COMBINED

29

BOOK 1 GRADED STAKES WINNERS SINCE 2014 
MORE THAN EACH INDIVIDUAL NORTH AMERICAN SALE

59
Catalog Online Tuesday, August 9th

http://september.keeneland.com
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